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ASSTRALT

Ths purpose of this Thesis is twofold. [irst,
Arctic America and Greenland will be discussed in terms of
culture history. Ffour basic questions will be dealt with
concerning the Eskimo, They are: where did the tskimo
come from; why did they come; how did they cnme; and, once

here, what happensd to them. The final portions of Section

T will bte concernad with the pre<Dorsel, Dorszi, and Thule

Y

cultures. However, prior to dealing with the feldimo, a
brief overview will bz presented of early man in the New
Jorld, and the goographic setting of the Arctic.

Sgction JI will move from the general to the spreific,
The lackenzie Delta in Llhe western Caonadian Arctic will be
the srea of study. The Delta, foullowing & brief discucsion
of the physical geogrephy will be examined From a humon
gecqrsphic perspective. The main topics to bs diccuesod
are: eaorly exploration; th2 cevelcpment of settlernente;
and, the precsent cultural milieu. Prior to exemining

culivre, and culture channe, a few theorctice) models
§ Q8

dealing with culture will be prosented.
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INTRODUCTINN T3 SECTION T

bt i 2o T

fis outlined in the abstiract, Section I of this
thesis will examine the movewent of Eskimos first of all
into Lhe New World, and later, between Alasks and CGreenland.
The various culture stages that have developzd from earliest
times to the present will be discussed. Basically, a
general cverview of the people and the culture, will be

the foremost aim of this section.

The Archtic with its harsh climste, limited resources,

andg contrsasting envivenment, is home for & group of pzople

cxlled the E£skimo. Currently, there ere »nly wbout 60,000
1

of euch people in the world, They live in four different

countrics - Russia, Dpnmarlk, The United States, and Cenzdsz,
fbout 1,500 of them are in Russiag betweesn 15,000 and

20,000 in the United Stetes; Creenland has nearly 30,000,

2
and, in Canada, approximately 12,000. The word “"Eskimo"
means, "caters of raw flesh", It is an English corruption,

3

of & I'rench enrruption, of a Cree Indian word.
Early man in the New World will be briofly exarined

beforns procezding furthoer.

L1.N, Srith (ed.), 1966, p.ll.
2Ihid, rnell-12,

2Syan Steensel (ed.), 1955, p.l.



ffan's occupancy of the New World is very much

invalved with the advence and retreat of ice that occured
in thePlsistocene period. During thePleistocene there
were four major advances and retreats of the ice sheet.
Neither advance nor retresat was uniform; instead, there
were irregular movements within each of the Four major
stages. UWisconsin, the name given the Jast glauciation,
1

lasted about 80,000 yezrs. It ie within this Wisconsin
period thzt the story of man's entry into America begins.

There abounds a multitude of argumentc concerning

man'e entry into the New Unrld bnth as to dale, and route

of migration, tHowever, many Teel that the Beri

')
3o,
.
(O]
€2}
[
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oy
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was the most obable route, Az to how long man had occoupic:
the llew Uarlid varies, generally, hetween 10,000 B.P %, and

60,000 8.P. "Allhough sowme corbon-14 anulysis have given
recdings back to over 38,000 yecrs ego for materiel from
humesn selllemente, Lthese are nol a: yet ccceptod witlh
confidence., The more cauvticus archeeclogicts wonld say
thal there is ©s yelt no certain proof thet man had entered
the continent before about 15,000 yoars sgo, allbicugh

earlier dates are by no meens inprobable.”

e
2 1o "~
Hawhes (ede), 1963, p.086.

F g o e . s :
SBePey Feening Fefove Prosent, will bs used throughout
thie paper.
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1T men arrived during the early stages of the
Wisconsin, or during the interglacial period prior to it
via the Bering Strait, he cnuld have wslked on a land
bridge to the New tlorld., The floor of the Bering Seaz is
one of the most level in the world "with o slope o no more
1

than three or four inches to the wile.” Given the smogothness

of the area plus the relatively shallow depth (maxinum

w

depth of 180 feet) of the Berin ca, it is hence hypothesized

[is}

gongin ice shoet

.
f

thet this region was ice free ze the W
would lock vp more than a sufficient amount of water Lo
completely empiy the Strait. "It has becen determinec Lhatl
the Wisconsin glscic. reached ite maximon 40,000 years ago
and lowvered the ses level by as much as 450 feat. As the
glecier grew and the ocesn recedod, 2n even broader highucy
wes revealed at the Bering Strait. With & sea~level fall
of only 150 feet, the bridge conmecling the tw: continente

2
must hove been nearly 200 miles wide.® Holos Feels that

N

this tuncra land-bridgnr wes well over 1,000 miles wice

3

during conmz periode. Tt is strongly felt by many that

H

p
early man did use this area as a croscinc point, and from

5

heve disprereed souvth into the interior. Why he moved

south is difficull to answer., Perhaps the pursuit of @

rrr— e

Thamnond (ed.), 1905, p.281.

21054, p.204.

3, -
Holncs, 1965, p.833.
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migratlory focd supply was one of the major reasons. As to
hig route, this lesds to much dehate. Perhaps the Yukon
River - west to the [ackenzie, and then south: or, the
corridar between the Coast Range and the Lastern Canadian
Rockies: or, a third elternative is a water route following
the west coasst. Hovever, the water roule vie the west
coast iz a tenuous one if for no other reason than the
great navigational skills that would be required if such
a venture were to succeed. Various authors support various
and/or multiple routes. As more archacclocical work is
done we will gel close to the truth, and at present a good
gzl of the literature is based on speculation, although
I hasten to add, such speculction is often well thought out.
I aleo Lhink that in all probebility a greet deal of the
history has been buried vnder & hundred feet or so of water,
and perheps an equal amount of scdiment.

In zny event, Jt ie relativcly safe to say thal man
has beern in the New World for et least 10,000 years, and
that a highly probable route is via the then existing
Bering Strail land-bridge. On the other hand, the Eskirmo

only dates back to about 5,000 B.P., although it is felt

RY

1 here at & date earlier .than thie., The

1

by many that he w
questions are obvious. Why did lhe Eskimo come; where did
he come from; how did he get here; and once here, what
happened to him? The questicns are easy - the answers are

difficult. It is tu the Eslkkimn that I rnow turn.



SETTING
It is best to Tirst make clear where the Arctic is.
. . PR . , . : o 10 , . s
By caying that it is that arez north of 667 narth latitude

~

ie to omit much of the Arctic (such ss the Hudson Bay areas,
ar the soulhern scction of Greenland). A better method of
delinestion is the S50°F July isotherw. This then includes
the climatic, vegutative, and animel life that is associated
with the Arctic. Climatically the three main features are
long cold winters, short cool summers, znd little precipitatic
The aree is, with a few exceptions, north of thne
tree line and hence vegetation is limited to scrub growth,

1

and a wide variety of lichen. Dr. Porcild points oult that,
"Thieve are 800 speciee of Tlowering plents in the entire
Arclic and aboubt 500 of these are fuund in the Canadiean

1
Arcticg” As one procecds north, vegelation decreases in
both awmount and veriety, In contrast to both climate and
vegetation is the relative abundance of animal life ranging
from sea mantals and land animals, to a grealt variety of
birds and even a surprising number of insects. OFf animal
life, Dr. Tener lists the folliowing: "There are the maskec
shrew, arctic shrew, tundra shrew, pigmy shrew, polar bear

(perhaps 10,000), grizzly bear, short tail weascl, wolveriue,

)

red and white fox, grey wolf, brown and collared lemninns,
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meadow volo, arctic hare, muskox (perhaps 10,000), barren
1
ground caribou (perhaps 250,000)"  According to Tuck,
“there are about eighty species of birds known to breed in
the Canadisn Arctic., This is about twelve por cent of the
total number of speciles inhabiting the North Americen
2

continent." ARlthough insects decrease markedly beyond
the tree line, the tundra does support a wide veriety of
such life. Dr. fFreeman points out that, "The insects of
Northern Canada ars abundant both in numborof different

specire and often in the number of & perticular kind ---

Just south of the tree line theve are aboutbt 10,000 snmecics
wheress north of the trees there are only zhout 500

3

species.” Certain of these forms of 1i{e ol -vate north
far the supnmer months only, but wany are yocar round
inhabiteonts,

tonpe, to think of the Arctic as & monotonous
plain with 2 scorcity of plant und zninel life is false,
The environment is markedly different west to esst, ana

soguth to north. Let us now exanine the earlier pnsad

questions,

[ ——— somivom




Ono point thal practically ©l11 egres on is thzt
the fFeskimo 1e nal native to the ares, and that he does not
represaent any poaple thet at one time were Further soubth

in Arerica ond had migrated north. However, af one tino,

many scholers felt thet Lthe Cskimo wes s group ol Amorican

Indians whn micrated north vie

—_
0
2
pa—r
2
4
“~
-

syctem and then fanned oubt acrose the Arctic. Arc
hovever, dnos nobt supposet this view, Dr. Diamond Jennest,

who is cno of the leeding sulthocities aon Lhe Arctic cayes

. .- 2 . S M b, LY [T SN PR RN
t?’\ci’(,, Twe cAnNon DLvlﬂL Lo ANy DYOSLC L GNCRSLrY Uiinin

Americe ite=lf," Substantialtion of this comes from e
voricty of soupces one of which is bleod typos. Hawlbos
1)

pnints oot Lhat Srovn "3" blood which ravely occurs amrnd

the fAmervican Tndian ie freguont in Lne Lwmerican Dekinog =g

his feiatic noighbour, Qthe: than fror btlood types oome -

avidonen from artifescts.  fony of Lhe fslkdss huniting

wenaponys exlibit Curasiatlic pavallels.  Such would be "ih-

bBird errow, & shafi with a hlunt point to zton and main

birde, e canmon in bolh Asie and among the Eskinn. So lsn
3

ara the Fskimo viowman's knife, the lunste chupoed vlul”




1.

There is an imprassive list of artifects Lhat exhibit an
Asiatic derivalion, and these are but a couple. There are

some noticeble physiclogical attributes that sets the

wm

Fskimo apart from the Indian of Americe, and at the same
time links him to a lFoungoloid origin. According to Hooton,
"craniolngically the skulls of Western Cskimos are to me
indistinquishzable frow those of the Chukehi, thesir nearest
neighbours on the Asiatic side .....taking sverything

(o
L

together, it seems to me that the Uskimo sre the most

clearly onaoloid in their affinities of all the American
1

z

racn.," ¥
Jdennass provides sone further viewpointe that try

to esteblish & connection between skulls found at Chancelede

in france and at Obercessal in Cernany of the flegdalenian

perind that can ke compared favourably with the Cekimn skull,

On the olher hand, Hrdlicka feels thel the original stook

o)

were mediun or round-headed and developed its dolichocephalic

~

Z . ,
sub-type in fArctic America. But, as soon as you introduce
gnvironment and food conditions as a determinant of physical
development, & berrege of arquments appear on both sides

of the fence. For example, Harp feels that in middle

Pleistocene times primative Pithecenlhropoid types in China

0. Jennese, 193% Peli2.
*¥also seg

214id, p.37o.,
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were developing an acdaptation to the cold, and feels that

L

man's conquast of the Arctic can be traced bacit to that
time. As the Cekimo is generally shart and stocky Llhey

have z lowered ratic aof skin hezat to body macs and hence

body heat is radiated to s lesser extent. Further protection
from the cold comes from a liberal fleshy covering of the
face, a narrvow nasel passsqoe, and a very low bridged nose.
Honigmann points out that in cold climates the amount cf
bocdy area exposed to air is decreased by the fact thet
appendages and extrenities of the body tend to decrsase.
He goes on and states that "it i¢ doubtfuyl if body size
could have survived unaltered ogver from 2,000 to 20,00
years anc under vorious gnviraamenlel circumstances. Insteod
it ssems more liksly that adaptive changes in the New World
peoples have been taking place since these continenls wore
first populated and they still continue to occur. Races

are not stable."? There js alen the acvgument that they buave
develnped very strong jawe and teeth along with etrong
temporal muscles, and that these features hoeve been developnd
as a respanse to a diet of tough fooco once they arrived in

the New World. FBut, if such is the case, why is it thot

olther peaples do not exhibit these same charactevictics when

Tron. Smith (ed.), 1966, p.50.

2.0, Honignuan, 1959, p.871.
& t v T
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faced with a similar envircnment? Furthey, why are certain
features more pronounced in different scctions of the Arctic
when food conditions are quite similai1? And more important,
why are such features more apparent in the male than the
femaln? 0On the aone hand there is data to sugoest that
some physiological adaptations to a cold climate have taksn
place. Perhaps specificareas did contribute to a differ-
entation, but my feelings are that the Egkimo had such
attributes prior to arriving in tho New World and that such
features may have been modified slightly by enviromnmental
conditions Lul ol to any grezt extent, To suppori thic
besiec view is Hildes findings as Director of Lhe Dufonse

fle

’
2

garch Poard, Arctic {ledical Ressarch Unit who stztes thot
“thare is o coubt thal survival of man in the Arctic is

due to his muztery of the environment to provide himecll
with clothing, with heat, and wilth shelter, and not brceuse
1

he 1¢ physiclogicelly sdapled to survive such extreme cold.”

Freuchen thinks thet the Eskimo originsted in

3
Jomt

northeasterrn Siberis, bult thal traces of their origins
. . . - 2 .

culture is now covered by the Arctic Ocean.” As mentionsd,

the arcumaants go on, and cn, and little information can be

gQarnerad gs to exectly where their origin was, lowaver,

1., smith (ed.), 1965, p.50.

'2D. Treduchen, 1957, p.l9.



the concensus of opinion is ihot they #re not from a priov
American stock, and all evidence points to a migration
from Asia.

WHY DID THE ESKIMND CORE?

To this question there appears to be no ansuwer.
As to thsir origin and adaptation it has been seen that
many theories have been put forth, but es to why they ceme,
very few authors cven suogest & reason. Freuchan thinks
that they probably migralod due to the population of
southorn hAsia pushing north. EBut, this enswer leads one
tn ask more questinns such as why they did not spread along
the shore of the Chukchi Sco rether than cronss the Serxirno
Strait?  “Jr, whalt coused thls posh fraoo the soubth? I fee)d
that the rcouses FTor migration of 2 people are usually
manifnld, but that ona nr twn asponbts avre wmora inportent

than th- athers, Tor exzuple, populshtion proessuroes per o

will heave relatively liltle offect on o groupn, b

but whon
combined with & food or weter schortage then rigration
becomes an obvicus snswer. Perhaps in this cece tharo wes
¢ decvoeoss in Lhe food supply, and as many Esl«imo groups
are aften highly depondeant upon one malin staenls, a rajor

X 4

dispvpcion in the supnly of Lhie slaple vould caves a

migration to try and locelas o new source of surply. Ancbthen

e A L A P S A0 M TS A RS s | P e o . s e

rTIbid, el



posseibility is that if newcomers wore pushing north fran
the south of fsia then porhaps hostility occured that
forced the Eekimo to migrate. However, I fesl thot there
was @ sories of evants that precipiteted the migretion, and
these Forces may naver really be known.

HIJY DID THE ESKIRD COWE?

e s i et S o N2 WA R O STV £ T i

His method of transport to the New World is subject
Lo much speculalion arnd is tied into numerous other fectors,
To begin, before one can escertain how he migrated the
guestinn of where he migrated from shiould Tirst be answered.
It is not known from what reqgion in Asia the Lskimo ceme.
If it wzs from a coosetal region it mey b safe Lo assume
that e elrecdy had developed e nmode of water trensport.
On the otheyr hand if he was froo the interiocr, pevhoaps he
utilized dogs in some form as is now copmon in the Arctic
and has been for a very long tirm. 0F nzjor iaportence is
the date of his arrivel which we don't know ejither. If he
cunme durinng moslt Limes of tho Visccnsin he could have walked
dry-~shod to Alas%a. EBut, iI7 he came whan the Wisconsin
wae relreating, the Bering Strait could have had water in
ite Tt e known lhat "the rapid vrise of sea-lavel began
egain ebout 7,000 years ago, and sez-level hos loin within

ten feol of its present pociltion tLhroughoul the lact
1

5,000 yeonrs." And, "rising sea level eoliminated the land

(e}
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bridge for the lzst time between 10,000 and 11,000 years
ago.“1 So, between 7,000 and 11,000 E.P., there was water
in the Streit, but it may well have besn shallow encugh to
permit freezing to occur right to the bottom for much of
the year, and if this did occur then he could have walked
across to Alaska on this ice-bridge during the winter months,

If he arrived later than 7,000 0.P. then he almost
had to c¢ome via a mzans of waler transport because once
sufficient water is in the Strait then tide end current
action hecave and crack Bering Strait ice in winter months
to such an extent thet "it is by no means usuel for ice to
form In such a wey as to mezke a crossing possible ...
while it is entirely possitle that occasional crossings
from the mainlend to the islends, or even from mainland to
mainland, have beecn made on the ice, it is a dangerous
journey and it is not likely to have been a common proczdure

. V4 . . . .
at any time." Hence, an ice-bridge route is very questionable
if he came after 7,000 B.P. We do know that a type of
kayak was in full usz in Alecka, but it is not too cleer
if it occured in Siberia.

Anotheor vicw thal is worlh mentioning is the ide=n

that he ceme curing the period when it wae possible to

T1bid, p.1527.

EQD. Lenchman, 1949, p.199.
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crose via a land-bridge. Once here, he lived in a mountain

valley area where he lived off of availuble animal life.

~

As the Wisconsin retresated the tree line presumably advenced,
and the Indians from the south pushed north at a speed
relative to that of the lrees. This eventually led to
contact betwesen the two and hostility occured., The Eskimo
was driven north to a sea shore location where he was

forced 1o adapl a way of life qgeared meinly to the exploit-

ation of ocezn mammals and fish., Data is lacking to support

this view but none Lhe less it is an interesting concept.

'y

Fvidence dates Lskimo, or pre-f£skimo arrivel at
about 5,000 B.P., which is during rapid YWisconsin retreat,
but this is not to sey theat he was not here earlier becauce
much of thie esarlier evidence (if he was here) could now
be covered by weler and/or sediment. So, as to how he came
is closely linked to where he came from, and whon he camn.

I would like {0 suggest, although no evidence is

yet availahle to suvpport my viewpoint; that he arrvivad

@

somelime prior to 5,000 8.,P., but probably not earlier than
11,000 8.P, This means that he probably came by some form
of water transporl that was fupcther developedionce he arrived.

ONCE HORE, WHAT HAPPONED T3 THI ESKINO?

llore Cdata is available to help answer this question
than was availeble for the preceeding questions. However,
datae by iteelfl is practicelly meaningless, and here again

interpreotation veries from onn suthor Lo anothasr.  The



folleowing is & culture sequence of the Arctic bas=d on
archaeology, and will be examined later in more detail.

The esarliesl known finds are those of the Cape Denbigh
Flint Complex of northwest Alaska dated at about 5,000 B.P.1
This culture spread eact reaching Greenland about 4,000 E.P,
These east moving descendants of the Denbicgh cultiure are
variously called Pre-Doveet,Palaco~Eskimo, Sargyag, and this

:

stage lested to eabout 2,800 o.F. in the central Caznadian

i

Lty
"y

Arctic, and to approxiselely 2,500 8.P, in Creenlsnd. Oy

about 2,600 5.P. Pre-Dorsel was replaced by Dorset Culiure.
Dorset covered a wide sarec snd spresad east
in the Foxe Besin ares, wesl to Covonabtion Culf, and was in

existance Tor diffeorent time periods depending uvpon lecetion

It is important to note thal Dorscelb never moved as Tay yoal

we Alssks, or to be more pracise, no ovidence of 1t hoes bean
locetad weetl of Coppovaine. Dy abool 1,000 3,00, Doresclt wes

being repleced by thoe Thule Culture which wes ouching eact

from Alacska. Developing frow Thule wvas FRecent or Noaders

oS

ot

skinm. It should be wmentioned that there waro importien

™

offshoote from thzse me jor stagas such as the Cziibou

T will mow attenplt to trace the transilion from
1 1

one. culture Lo Lhe other, and the mejor differcrnoes betucen

Lheerre As @ beckground it shiould bLe keph in wmind thal thece

S A e < 95 e ey Sa— v —— i i B s <2t M YA ey e

Jole Gicdings, 1907, paoix,
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peonle in moving from west to sast, (and zest
feond a iely o environments a1l of which we would
clescify as horsh., At the sawe Lime, lhey had to respond
te the gradusl climstic changes thal were occ ng plus
relatlively wide seasonal veriations. Ones of the really
difficult problems faced by the anthropolngist and arch-
aeologist is in deciding at what point Eskiwo history begins.

I

For exsmple, there are Tinds in the interior of Alaska and
in the Northwest Territories that dete esarlicer than Denbigh,
yet tho eriifacts are similar in many respects to Danbigh
The problem thus pased is should such finde be gonsidered
Eskimo, or cen thoy be altiributed to on earlier neople Lhat
migrated south prior to the fskimo avrival in the Mew Yorld?

The anzuwer to this is extremely difficullbt given only the

dats Lhat is now availaeble.

DEM TGH: PRC-DORGET

Denbiigh, «lthough as wenticned may not be Lhe
earliest culture, appears to be a good slavting point in
Eskimo cullure because traces of 1t cen be recognized es
far eact as Greenland., Clarification must first te made
before proceeding further. The Deabigh Flint Complex ie
a specific site at Cepsa Denbigh on Nagvion Sound, It is

but onm of & seriecs of sites that constitule whet is

- ‘s 1
w2 Arectic Snell-Tool Tracition. Howovar, ao it

H.G. Collinein J.b. Campbzll (ed.), 1962, p.176.

-
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is of major importance, many uvse Denbigh Flint Complex and
Arctic Small-Tool Tradition interchangeably. Tn essence
anything in the Arclic that dales to a Fre-Dorset time
period becories a member of the Arctic Small-Tnol Tradition
Group. (I will use the term Denbigh when dealing with this
period rather Lthan Arctic Smzll-Tool Tradition)

There are sites, other than Denbigh, in the west,
two of which are Tokuk and Netvekruck, (in the ares of
63°6'H, - ISIOGZ'W.) thet oxhibit artifsects similasr to
Denbi gu.1 ilh=t complicates these two sites is the fact thet

L

they are al zn inlend location which would tend ta suggest

a dependance on Cariboo, Some have suggueted that it is by

no mrans unreasonable Lo think thet these peoplz combinoed

a life of both hunting inlend aninals and sea mammals, and

that they migrated Lo the ocean during the summer months,

This would requite a hich level of techimnlogy (which the
14

p2ople probably hod)or, as an alterpale answer, perhape

As of

J)
o

trade developed bLeltween the intevrior and the coa

P

yel, deta is too lacking to meke any firm precdictions.

foving to the east-crentral Arctic a gite at Thyszzi

in northeacstern Manilobzs revesls & close sllience wiilh

. 2
Denbigh, as does the work donc by Harp at Paker Lakao,

Tg.00. Campbell (ed.), 1862, p.3%.

‘?E. Harn in J.F. Caampbell (ed.), 1962, pp.65-75.
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Going stil) further ewet, o firnld party from the Nsilional

1
fuseum of Canada linked firnds from Ivugivik (extreme northe
wast cnrner of the Ungava Penincgula) to Denbigh. Sites @lso
exisl on the sguth stiore of Raffin Tsland and on Creenland
as well. The crigin of Denbigh is unknown, but "this
complex has some elemenis, notebly a variety of fluted point,
probably derived from the Palaeo-eastern tradition to the
south, but it is dominated by lesolithic or persistent Lpper

2

Palaenlithic forms reminiscent of the 0ld Jdorld. Thi

&

“

samz basic view is held by Teylor, "Denbigh types and siyle
show enough similarity to older fAsisn cites that most workevs
believe that much of Denbicgh orioin liee in the Pelaeolithic
and the fesolithic periods of the Tar Cect and in the

early Neolilhic, say about 4000 B.C., of Sjberia.3 Ahile
origin is not really known, it is knocwun by the locetion of

the forerentioned sites (and thore are mare) thei these
Fre-Dorcct people covsred en extremely wide renge. Also,

its inFluesnce on later stages was quite profound. "The

Arctic Small Tonl tradition, especielly as reprasented by

the Denbigh Flint Comolex, was charecterized by such important
fesolithic and/oy Feleeolithic traits as burins, side

blaedec, micronbladass, and cores, but was probably nn nore

1. s o
“Y.C. Taylor in J.i. Campbell (ed.), 19262, pn.3N-91,
Je Hewtes, 19065, p.153.

2
3 - CI_ " ~ ~
“an Steensel (od.), 1976, p.?.



than D000 yozers 0ld;  its implement topnlogy suggesis that

™

rntially an fmericon variant of the much older

Souss

[N
o~
—
o
‘

Furasian Masplithic., And the leter Eslimo cultures to
which it geve risc net only continued to Tollow a lieso.w
lithic wey of life but, in doing so, continued to emplcy

specific Maesoulithic types of implemernts thot had gone out

of their use thousands of years earlier in oclher parts of
the world."” The m2in artifecls thet they ars known for

3

are tholir "flint trnols, ccrenevs, poinls, hone working

-~
tools, couging leools, knife blades and so on. Among them

are some of the roat delicately chipped, precisnly fornad,
?

chirpoed-stione toole in the enlire prehistoric world.”
Pre-Doreel people were in the central Arctic by
anproximetely 4500 5.P., and reschsd Greenlend aboul 4000

B.F., This stege lasled uriil sboul 2800 .0, in Canade
and about 2500 3.7, in CGreenland, The disappearancoe of the
Pre-Dareel people, like their origin, is subjecl to much
doebete. Howzver, some of their lechnological traite cerry
oveyr to the Dorset Cultur=z. Il is to Darset that we will

now turn.,

DORSET

PR S,

Dorset culture existed from about 2300 B.P, to

1J.D. Jennings, E£. Horbeck, et 21, 1965, p.90.

\‘2 S

&7

3
I
-
‘k
-
~N
.

eonsel (ed.), 1¢

o
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approximately 1000 B.P, Dr. Jenuess ol the Natignal
lfuseum of Canada defined this nsw culture in 1925, He
called it Corsel as many of the avtifacts came from Capeo
Dorset in southwestern Baffin Island., Dorset indicates a
continuun of the east moving Pre-Dorsast culture. RBut,
Dorsel itself appears to have developed in the foxs Basin -
Hudson Strait area of the sgaslern Canadian chtic.1 As
to why this complexarose isc unknown, but it can certainly

be esteblishag thet it was different than thet which occured

before or aftere A cennecting link bslween Early Dors

and Doreetl was discovered on Southampton Islornd and reprecents

",

an early stags of the gulture with subslie

(_J
et
~
e
e
et
-~
=
¥

inventory of that of clessic Dorsetl .....it is older then
Dorset sites snd lacking many of the traits of laster Dorsct
culture; it exhibils several significani perallels with
the early Neolithic of Siberie zi:d Fongolie.
Dorsel moved from ils Foxc Basin arec as Tar weet

as Coronation Gulf., Tt is imporftant Lo note that it never

pushed as far west as Plaska. Il also spresd as far North

0
71
ot
ot
]
0

.
(e

qero wnd Belville Islends, From Elloesmere il is

f!

found eust to Greenlond and south down bvoth cozste, Another

extention was Trom the foxe ares scuth to th? north east

Tr. rowat, 1965, pp.372-383.

2 . \
SodeDe Jenmings, E. Norbeck ot wl, 1965, p.20.



tip ol Labrador and Tinally reaching as fer soulh es the
Morthern Peninsula of Newfoundland. Dorsel people utilized
a variety of available food such as seal, walrus, polar
bear, caribou,; fox, rabbii, birds and Fish.1 It seems that
seal and walrus were the mezin staples along with caribou.
However, dus to the size of their implements, some authors
presume that they dependzd heavily on fish and small sea
mammalis., There is no evidence to substantiste the vse of
boats. However they did have smzll sledges that vcre
drawn Ly man~power.2 A overy important point is thal wheling
was not “wnown Lo themn.

They lived in partially subterrsncon houses (some
authors feel that they were complelely uvnderground exceptl

3.

for a done-like roof) thet ware constructed of stone slabs,

bouldavs and aveileble turf. Ag the culture develoaped,
3
cormrunal honses moado theiy sppearancea. fosl Teel thet

they did known Lhe technique of snow-house bullcding. Their
permeneat homes were aboul 20 to 30 feet in length, and

1% to 20 feet wide, and there sppears Lo bz a central hosoth

with earth benches along the side wells, and a raised
4

sleeping arez at the back,. most of thair implemenls were

T1uig, p.107.

Ul
N

?Kaj Birkel-Tmith, 18
31bid, p.191.

4, wowel, )1E06, n.373,

T
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mads
feature

implemonts,

of bon

2, lvory, quartz,

in all finds is

chey
the

In the ecarly stage of Dorset,

3

2

t, and and one

smallness of Lheir

"implenonts

include large headad harpoons and lances with open sockets

and polished slate points, which were only gredually

replaced by the smsll harpoon and chipped flint blades of

the laler psriocd

gouged

naithoer
head

probably Tov

ind

ag

works

£

d

of the

although there

i

5

florse

belwaon

culture

Lhe

Labradour

believed

called

h

h

N

Peculiear

Tt e e e

s

ples inslesd of drilled

the bow-drill nor bows
aif arl made from bone

oraacental purposces,

From the foregoing it con

)
au o

relatively high

t

arspe

are

il

that it wus these

L1

"Skranlings" wnd pos

them and the Norse in the

BLRPH . Some think thet

current chancged the

to Dorse
anoes I
and arrowrs.”

and

culi

is as much a mystery os

€
L

Culture

are
apparently they had

X alac

They

stone which vare

be observed that they

vre form. The disappenrance

1.
¢

people thatl the esrly

sibly, hostility occured

Fastern section of their

Lhe increasine wermih of

brecding habits cof Lho

seal and thel as 2 vesult,; the scal moved to new breeding
grounds. The Dorsclt peoples in the esst relied heavily
TWai Birkel-Srith, 1950, p.157.
*Tor o discvesion of early Dorset culture, vefer to J.
feldgueard in J.0. Carshell (ed.), 1062, pp.S7-95,
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upon seal as a steple, and if the seal had boen remnved

from their diel thon it could heve been most serious. But,

nejther of thess oxplain why Dorsel disappeared in Lhe ares

(&

furthor west, and one can only conclude that it was renlacac
by the east moving Thule culture. As Teylor puts it, "the
Thule culture slteam-rollered Dorset.” This may be mlis-
legading, and 1t musl be pointed out that there ie no evidence
nf hostility between the Thule and Dorsel peoples  In mony
casrs Lhe Thule people edapled some of ihe older Dorest
culivie, and ofton the Dorscl people modiflied a nesw treit
thal they hoed leavned frem the Thule. This Thule-Dorsci

transition i~ very complicatad and, e huo boeen pointed oul,

Thules cudture develapnrd in Rlzska in a saouence
thal cen te {vsced ¢ Tar book as Lhe Denbich Flint Complox,
(although many stens in this Denbigh-Thule {rancition erwo
h ] - ™
t

not understond)  Deluwezen the decline of Denbigh and the

rise of Thule, szvornl cownlexy stuwogcs ocoured. A onojor
prubler is {het oiflferont authorvs give different names to

tho soma siage, ond some sroue o5 to tho proper seguonce,

Sut, 2 Tew mnin ones can be distinguiched botweon Den
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O

and Thulpythe firet of which is the 31d Berirng Sea Culture.

L

This culture was discovered by Jenness in 1926 and further

[

oexcavations show that it is in the Cape Sering, St. Lawrsnce
Islend, Diomeds Island Area. In many wsys it wsae similar

to Denbigh, bul did exhibit o more advance implement

manulactura. Also it had & form of curvilinear art which

-\

wae apparaently not at all common to Denbigh. An offshont
of 0ld Bering Sea, the OSkvik phase, is similar to the 01d
Bering Sea, but hed som2 unique especte of ite own., TL 1

krown that the Ckvik people did hurt seal and waelrus, and

-~

that crude peotlery and lamps were knouwn. And, at ane

site three scvhbetyles of Okvik art was reveoaled vhich perhaps

~

igates that 71d Bering Ser developed from
3
not the olher vioy around.

The noxt phese is tho Birnivrk Culture. The romsins
of this culture ave found in many sites in Nerth Alashe,
as well as on the north shove of Siberia. The Sirnirk
stagn was quite complex - complex to the deoreo thal Ford

i
labelled one sile at Foint Rarrow @s being "gadget ridden®,

-

This culiure wes undoubledly derived from the ezrlier

0. Jennes, 1033, p.387.,

2 .

Kaj Bivkel-Omith, 1959, p.147.

3 . -
J.D. Jenrings, £. Norbeck (eds.), 1962, p.93.

F.S5. Spencer, J.0. Jennings(et sl
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Bering See Colture bul the tice belween the two are vaque,

tuelve or thirteen houvses of

o

€

At Point Berrow there werc
the subterranean type of wood construction with a sod cover.
Liter=ally thousands of arlifacts were recovered including
nineteen types of havpoon hsads, sixteen types of bone

arrow points, snow goggles, fishhooks, bow &and arrow, seal
floats, wooden buckets and even musiceal instruments. The

)
1

list of items goes on and on. The Birnirk contributed

heavily to the later Thule culiure. 2But, to edd further
H

to the confusion, Soviet arcneclogists have Tounc at cites
in northeesiern S5iberis the Okvik, 0ld Bering Sea, Birnirk,
and Thule Culture. Becuuss of this it is now cuvestionohle
if the origin of Thule can be zssumad to be in Aluska ond
then sprewd nver to Siberia or if it ceveloped in Siberia
enc crossed Lhe Slreit to Alewska. There are arquuents

for and againel,

One other culture worth mentioning which dosze nnt

appear to Lia in with the earlier Birnirk or later Thule,
is thet of Ipiutaikk. It is locatled neer Port Hope and tha

village consisls of over 630 houses, and hzad an estimated

popylation of about 1,500. It is the largost tekimc site
known in the Apctic. Equipment found sugosets a diet of

both sea and land znimels, and that these people probebly

1bhie¢, p.00.
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migrated from the coast into the interior in the fall, and

. . 1 .
back oul again in spring. It has been suggested thal while

[t]

thesn people were distinect, they were tied culturelly to the
N1d Bering Sea culture as there is some rescemblance between

forms.

their art
Birnirk culture apparently transformed intoc Thule.

Thule culture was named by hathiassen who wase the archasologistl

on Knud Rasrnussen's egxpedition to Hudsaon Bay from 1921 to

1924, fNalhisssen saw that there had been an ecarlier peaple

living in Hudson Bay aves who deponded far more on sea

menmels Lhen the natives that weve then present. He called

this culture Thule from the site whore il was first

a

discovererd in northwest Greenland. Jf the culture Mathissce

m

1
had Lhis to say, "The Thule culture, with all ils peculiar
whaling cultuie, hacs originated sowmewhere in the weslern

po3

regions, in an Arctic erea where vhaoles were plasntiful

PN

and woed abundsnt, and we ave imnvolunterily led towarcs the
?

coast of Alaska and [ast Siberia ¢ee0 from thore it has

o

spreed esstward right to Greenland, seeking everywhere to

-~
acdopt itsclf to the local grographical conditions. And it

can harcly have been & culturs wzve alone; it wmust have been
2

a micration.”

V.A. Chancz, 1963, p.l1l.

O. Jenness, 1037, p.300,
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af Thule culture, whaling is the most distinctive

foature, and "it is the Thule culture with its specialized
developrent of sca memmal hunting that underlies the

ot

culture of the modern Lskima. Typical Thule traits are

"whalehone mattocks, snow shovels, bone arrowheads, harpoon
2
sockets and Tinger rests, bow drills end ulus." Thule
spread as far easl as CGreenland but it wss not a8 uniforn
or equally sceepted culture in all areas. In fasct, in
some areas Thule culture is complelely lacking such as on
the nortﬁest cosst of Newloundlend, and the Allantic
coast of Lebrador.B Tt is agreec upon by almast everyone
that Thule daveloped Tion Ulrnirk, yet it is interesting
to note Lhet Zirnirk eppecrs to have been furtheor advenced
in many ways,

In meny weys the Thule cnlture wos well adapted to
an Arctic way of 1life. They uvtilized more of tha nztural
resources then any culture group prior tn them. They
were gonerally better equipped than their predecascors.
Yet, Thule, like tho othere camc tn en end. Why did this
occur? A decrease in whaling,which was of such importaznce

to theim ves @ possibtle factor, airtd this T fecl oacocursed due

to Furopesn whalers invading the Avrctic, | After the whalexs

JoDo Uennings, C.horbeck (ede.), 1664, n.107.

5
Tlbid, p.107,

2
N
D. Jenucss, 1000, p.200,
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came othor "whites" who
to thoe nicd wvay of life.
to about 200 B.F, The d

"lodern Ceskimo™.

o

Ny

introduced new ideas and technolooy
Thule reigned from about 1000 ©.PR.
eclinz of Thule was the birth of

CAONCLUST 2N

Condansing 5,000 years of Eskiwohistofy nucessitates
the owiccion of much detajled knowledns. tHawever, the
purnonac of Section I wae to provide en ovarviesw and nol a
detailed eccount. It cen hbe seen that Cskiro culture
history is indeed quite complex. fany mystories huve yot

to be solved. Dur knowl

culture phare to anothor

of havis of painstaking

preftalion while we hove

1o be dono,

Theo old

IN
L

-

strect with no turning b

that served hinm so well

Arctic. He has to l-orn
and build 2 new heritage

first century.

i prenid

ecg of Lha transition from onf
ie the recsult of many thousands
site research and leler inter-~
learned a great deal, much is yet
ly dvirg - the new is & oneg wey

acke  His skills anc heritoge

are of little vaelue in the Now
the new skills, the new techniquoe,
to prepere himself Tor the twenty-
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OTCTION TI1

THE MACKENZIE DELTA

A CASE STUDY



ImTe L oTI e 77 BECCTTAN T

Whereas Section 1

was

generally, this section will deul

perd

flackenzie Della

Gl o .

As an introduction,

concerned

31
with Arctic Amzrica

epecifically with the

the physical geogrephy will

be discuseed in conjurciion with climote end vegstation,

i brief account of Indian-Zsking

exemined. The ma jor

be concernsd vith Lhe

transitional milieu. In ocrder to

day preblems, a history, in terms

subsequont settlemnent

thie section can be dividzd as

tate

(a} Fhysical geography
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

-

Indisn-rshkimo contact
Farly Exploretion and
Settlement history
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

(vii)

Social chengo -

intersction

sacial conflicte and

davolapmant,

will then be

portion of this sccondg section will

the resulting
uncgerstang the present-

of ecrly explovation end

will be o with, Thu=s,

follouws:

discovery

theory
trensition
religion and education
settloment characterisiics
social probloms

adninistirative

sSUMN&ETyY
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Fuch of what is included is the resuvlt of personal
observations while working in the Delta from lay to Septemnbeyr
of 1967. 1 was employed by the Department of Indian Affairs
and Noarthern Develapment, and waus peosted in the settlements
of Inuvik, Aklavil, and Tuktoyaktuk. Mosl of my stay was
at Aklavik.

Wheyever possible in this peper, I have supported

my views wilh the rescerch findings of others.



&
1S}

MACKENZIE DELTA

137° 136 135° 134° 133°

€ rutten 1

h o
pﬂonpul A
ﬁ’-”y t <7
<§ Kugmalll?
980)'

arey | sxandcnl.‘
§ 9 &
V4 a

e

TYukteyokiuk
!

RICHARDS Ly

9

MACKENZIE gAY

AN

Shingle Pt

\‘\
-—\\ o Paindent
N Stetion
3
™ I
™ <

¢ lnuvtk

Campdell
Loke

PYNTE

LOCATIOM MAP

SCALE
0 10 20 30 miles

| DU IR W —




33

PHYSTCAL GUUGRAPHY

. . 1
The feckenzie River, after o journoy of 1,071

miles, flows into the Beaufort Sz7a. For the last 130 miles

var divides into secveral main channels

fome

of this journey, the r
and a maze of lesser channels and lakes - this area is
=

The lackenzie Delta. With an area of 5,275 square miles,

the Delia is the twelfth largesl in the world.?

BWNDARIES

The Delia is abouvl 130 milss from soulh to north,

&)

and aoproximately 40 riles wide. IL is hordered on the

west by the Richerdson fountainsg, These mnunteains, while
A

not glacieted duving Pleistocene time,” exhibhit a very

rugoed tepography. To the norlhwest, this vpland ares

merges into a Teivly narrow coeslal plain, ODetween the

upland ares and the conastal plain s the "Arclic Platesu",

which is "a gently rolling, uplend surfazce, betwcen 200
4
H

and 1,000 feet ahove sea level. The cozstal plain

b beobkay, 18635 p.88,

fleryill, ot al, 166G, p.l.

3 [} 7~
Ko Abrahanscon, 1906, p.7.
4

K. Abrahamcssaon, 166, p.9.

Point scparation is Lhe southern limit of the Delta.
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iteself "is a monotonous stretch of open, often wet tundra,

crosced by numzrous sireamns from the mountains and more or

hallow lakes.

less dotted by s

O the epast side of the Delta, there is an upland

©

area cnnsisting of the Campbell Lake and Caribou Hills,
The Campbell bLake Hills extend scuth and east frowm Inuvik
and are "composed of rocky hills end escarpments Lhat may
2
reach an altitude of 800 feet.” The Caribou Hills extend
north from Inuvik to spproximately halfway between Reindee
. - . C 3 X
Stalion and the south end of Richards Tseland. Thece Hill

. . . 4
which reach a maximum altitude of ebout 850 feet, decreaan

pal 9

| o
1 . 3 . J
in altilude norlh of Reindeer etetion. In the north, the

Caribou Hills bLI=nd into the fJeuistoncene coast erea. This
Meistncene coasial area, vhich includes both Kendsll end

Richards Tslands, 1s generally low lyimg with somn areas

.
O

up to 200 fect above sea level. Pingos are chearacleristic

throoohout much of the Mleistocene region. FPingns are

conical hills or mounds that are ice-tered.

CoIbid; o9,
2 ..
Toid, p10.
3 L ~
Jhid, p.10.
2 .
Thid, rn.l0.
5 [ Nl 7
J, fackay, 19504, p.l4d
£

Ko Abrahameson, 1€44, p.5.
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The height of this unusual forwetion "vories between 10

and 150 feet, the bacal dicwmeter belweoen 100 and 2,000

e

fest."

THE DTLTA

The Oelte itself, ss Mackay puts it, efics pacy

te in origin. The

descripiion ... Tho celte ic compos

fte

greater pert hos besn built up by secimenlation Trom the
Fackenvio Fiver, bol fthe souvlhwost part recaives sedimaent
from the Trel and Poat Pivers."  Tie dischergs of the
Tuclhenzic Rivyer io estimeled at 100,000 c.foe. inm wintep;
A00,000 e foe. din sumieary; ot oup to S500,000 . fLs. w2t
bireab.up, Chann=1 widths vary from ame than & wile,
downn to ¢ Tow fect.  Channel depths alse vary considorably
4

. . 1, 2 : e -~ &l '
from vory shollow Lo in excess of 100 ool

Flooding cen be cowmron throughout most of the Deltio,

and perticulerly curing enring braa-up.  During breobt-up,
thz Delte jeo roceiving wormor water from Lhe coublh, as well

ac mnltester from the lacsl snow covnr., "The Feel River

r

is fed by moltwater Trom the nzarby slreans, These streans

1o, Rhrahsmscan, 12645, p.h.

/. 1007, p.os.

Je

3 1hie, p.oo,

4 nid, p.ona.

For a dzlailed oxplaination of Bingogs, refer to lachay, 1f
ATV,
pp. 60-F7,
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broak up ea1ly, and consegoently the southwestern pontion
1
of the delta breaks vp first.” The average date for
breal-up =2t Aklavik, Inuvik, and Reindecr Station is lay 28ih,

-

n ol H \ . / iy s
Fay 3lst, and [fay 27th, respoctively. Due tn the flooding.

floodplain lak s ave cr=sted, and such lakes conzlitute
7

aver 807 of «11 Dulta lakes.” There are liters My thousands

-~

of lakes in the Delta, zad "perhnops novtere else in Cancde

1

is there en aree of comparable size with as many lales. .|

CLIMATE

Clinaticelly, & large portion of Lhe Delte lies

soulh of the 517 F July isothorn. If climate conditions

are to be ured ss a definition, Tultoyulktuk end the nuter

islands are "arctic", vhile both Allzvik and Inuvik are
5
"suburctic.” The climatic craph (see nexl page) illustrates

u-u

that fory Aklavik, meen deily lenzesralures are below

freezing Tor eigot monlhs of the year. AL Tulktoyuktbul,

6
the maan daily temperature is below 0P F for six manths.

1
{. Abranemsson, 1966, p.5o"

[93!

Ibid, pp.55-56,

3 , .
J.R. ackeay, 1955, p.132.

4 rhia, porno.

Ibid, p.157.
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Cenrrally, temparetures at inlend lecetione are coldest
in January. In Joly, termpevatures exhibit a deily meon

- - ] O
of 55.69 F at Aklavik, 55.99 F. at Inuvik, and 53.1° F. at

i . 0 ,
<o An extreme high of 837 F has been recordac
at Aklavik., "In relation to its latitudinal location the

flackenzie Deltz has the warmest summer tamperatures on

the North American Continent. This genesral zitetemont holds

is
) 2
true also for the spring peviod.”

Precipitztion totals a1e low throughoutl {he Deltia,
with the coast area recsiving betwsen 5 and 7 inches of

total precipitation.  (Tuktoyuktul, 6.15" of which 4,02°

is in the forn of vein.o) There is on inoreose in

precipitolion al inlund locetions.  {(Aklevik, 7.07%, of
C e e s - .4 . "
which 3.37" ie¢ in the form of roing Tnovik, 10.87" of

-
» 2 > 3 (1 4
which 4.33" is in the Torm of relin. ) Uithin the Delta

the provaeldling vwinds are northeovly,

PERIATR OGT

.

The distribuotion nof perwafroslt throuchout the d

s -~ -

K. Abrabiamsson, 1966, tables 8,9,10.
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is controlled genexelly by clincte, but is @lso regulatled
by microclimate, relief, diainane, vegetation, snowcover,

s0il type, and particularly by viater bndies. Depths to
L
[

the bottow of permafrost in the older Dolta are at leas

1
350 feat., Permafrost is greatly influenczd by the

distritolion of water bndies, as under large water baodies,
there is a zore thet is permancntly unfrozen. "R lake in
the 1ecent Faclkenzie Della wese investigated in April 1961

=

and borings were made to cdolerndne the permafrost cepth

m

under and close by the lake. The loke wes 800 feet in

—.-
=
[
P
M
<
m

diameter, No permafioest was encountered below t

centie to o point wharo bedrock was reachesd atl & cepth
nf at loocst 229 feet. Permafrost was found to the full
depthe (115 and 196 foet respectively) in two borehnlas

within 100 Te=st nf the lale."

VEGCTATTON

Vegelation i+ the northern portion of the Dslta
tundra variety, vhile boreal Forest accupies the
southern section,  khen travelling at water level, one

receivas the improssion thalt he is trevelling through &

e Tt

T JR. packay, 1967, p.25.

Z

Ko Abrabamocon, 196H, n.l5,
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continuous forest. Hnwsvern, from the air, it bocomss cloor
that such "forests" are vevy narrow strips along the
channel levees. The transition from forest to tundra(uwhen

proceeding rnorth) is very rapid in nost areas of the Delta.

tors

pithin the boreel forest "typical tree species are

white and black soruce, populer, white birch and tamarack

1
with alder and willow."” White spruce is the wost abund-

tn

ant trec in the forested @area of the Delta. "The typicel

spruce stands of the Delta aversge batwsen 100 and 300

.

years of age bul trees in excezs of 500 yesrs have bsen

"

reparied.

3

This brief overview ol the physical characteristics

e

ting within which

ot

of the Delts hars been presentsd as a =o

the human geoography can be exemined,

e} =




THDIAN - 0871070 CONTACT

Frioy to exaeming "white-native" contact in the Dollas,
a few remarks will first be muade regarcing the ecarly Indian-
Eslkimo relationship. Little duota is available desling with

thic specific sub ject, and honce the remerks contazinad

herein will be brief,.

o

[
s
o
Jad
St
~
-
(el
]
.
—
—

The tmo groups thet wesre closest, spat
Fskimos of the Delta wsre the Kutchin and Hare Indisns., The
relationship betwsen these two groups ancd the Cskimo does
not appaar Lo have been too friendly. Dr.denness points
oubt thet the Hare, "Although they hunted caribou in the
vicinity of tho Cakimo Lekes, Llhoy did not descend the

feckenzio iteelf much bolow the Rarperts through fear of

the Eckime, who occasionally vicited that plecce to obteain

3

flinty slate for arrowheszd and knives," The Xutchin oy

!

L

[s

e .

Louchsux Indians occupied the Peel arnd Yukon Rivear bas

"Tao the north of ithe Kutchin wers the Eskimo, with whor
2
they alternately fought and traded."”

The Jjournzl of Alexander Lezckenzie mekee relerence

‘

to the animosily belween the Indians arno Eskimos. o July

o

9, 178¢, Nackenziz's pacty cure uvpon a lone Indian who inTormod

1 D. Jenness, 1953, p.3%4,

z Ibid, pp.3%c-401,
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them "that in three nicghts we should meet with the Fsquimauy,
with whom they had previously mnde war, but were now in a

state of peace and aanity +....0n our putting to shore, in

,,
N

order tn leave his canoe, he informed us thel on the opposite
hill the Esquimsux, three winters before, killed his

1
grandfather.,” Jne of the guides that

wos very anprehensive., "He had his alarms also respecting

the Esquimzaux, who might kill us and take awszy our womer,"

Prior to the esteblishaent of Hudson's Bay Fosts

within the Delis proper, Lekimos trodoed al fort PePhenson.

The fort was originally founded in 1840 and was moved

3

downst ream Lo its presen’, locetion in 1657.  The Indians

give the follecwing as Lhe reuson for this relocation. |

vsual rezson given by ihe Indiens is thetl they moved to tho

=

present sile because 1t comrends an excerllent viow of tha

celta, ond thus gave the edvantzge o

~
s |

ann ecvrly weirning of Lhe
epproach of enemy Lo<lino. It io knowun thel Fror 18479 Lo 1807

the local Lowvcheuyx Indians were engaged in freqgrenl feuds
3

1"

with the Eskinns.

I 1824, Rasmuesen talked with arn Indian woman

who weo the wife of the Hudson's Bay Store raneger at Shingle

1

A. TNackenzie, 1907, pp.20h2-25%,

2 _
Thid, p.2%0,

* -~

We.E.50 Honoaohy, 1641, p.AR3,

D
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Point. The following stury wss related to him by this
woman. "Thoere had always been o great deel of intercourse
beturen the Tekimoe and the Indians, especially bofare
the truding stations were esteblished. tvery summcr, the

t

Fakimas Used to come up Lo Tort bePherson and cemp on a

AY

agreat plain near the hill)l where the Indiens had their tents,
They pleyed football on the plain, but on one occasion,
trouble srosz owing to the rough and uncporismenlike -
behavior of the Cskimos; the Indians retired from the cgoane
and the Eskimoe slruck canp end went of f in anger. Next
year they cams agein in crecl numbers, veady for battle, but
the Indiens, nol wishing to give any oconsion for bLloodehed,
moved futn the bush with their tants and Joesed their dogs.
Thesr dngs were very fierce, and the Cekimos were greatly
afreid of then, [y informant wes only six or seven years
old, but she remepbers being diilven into the bush, in case
thepe shiould be fighiing. She had teken an axe with
hoping to ki1l an Celdimo herasell. Nn one was afraic, for
such scones were of frequent occurence. Bubl the cogs,
which aleo eppeared to hate the Eskimos, keph guard so vell

that nolliing caoe of the attachk.  The fskimoe mode peace,

and thelt woes doublless the last faud besltwoen the teo psople.

Mow Lhezy @are gnod friends, but in foruzr times, "the
hoskies" were noted For their treacharous altscks, and the
Indiazns feerad then, more capacially for thoir habit of
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carrying off theiv womenfolk; hence the many holf-breed

A
™

typnes, of Eekimo end Indian blood.”
From the forecgoing it can be seen thael the Indian-

Eslkimo relaetionship, while it did exist, appears to heavue

s

fluctusted behtween hosiility and friendship. tHowever, as

mentioned, little data is available on this subject,

LR yey
K. flaswossen, 1927, p.301.

#*hlso seo He Toterwonn (od.),1542, pp.aCou5l,
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EARLY EXPLORKTION AND DISCOVERY

"River Disappuintment™ was thes epitaph thatl

AMlexander fackerzie gave the rivyer that now beors his name,
"beeewuse  he had hoped thet Lhis beoad stream woul

Bothe woetorn mountains to the Paeific, znd 1ot Lo

O
Q2
ot
=
m
L

an ice fillzd sea. Alexendey fMeckenzie, born in S

L
e

A + e LI + \
(1764 =nd educaled in %onlreal entered the fur treds

L

N

1772 wilh the newly formed XY Cormpany. "The enterprise an

s

angresseivennes of the new conpany attirected

~

the youn ) adveniurer Ticom Scobtland, end i

~

to eay that a levge portion of Lhe sucress altained by Lhe

XY Compeny was gue Lo the esnergy and vecousenleinnse of
Rlevanczy lockaenzig,” The XY Compeny merged with tho

Moplh Usst Cowpony, and it wes while ackenzie wes an

N
L

amploy=o o e Norih Yest Company that he accomplished hio

Jovrney to Lhe mooth of the fockenzie River. "He left MNd
Fort Chipowycen on Lake Athabasce at nine o'clock in thoe

morning, Jone 3, 1787, 0On Muly 12, at five o'cloel in LD
evening, he resched wWhale Island, in the RArclic Ccocezen ...,
Fackenzie tuvrned his back on the eternal jce pecks, of the

Arctic Ocean to retrece his steps to 01d Fort Chincwyan,

vhers he arvived on Sepht. 12, 1789 at three o'clock in




. 1
the ofternoon,” Due to the oxcellent records that

o

Fackenzie wrote, it is feoivly easy to trace @ll of his

X

e
[
<

jouvrney except for that portion that deals specifical

with th- Delta. "The channels ware sO nunerous and be-

o

ldering thel Fackenzie was at a loss which to follow,

~

(621

The guide favaurad the eastern-most on account of the ELskino,

of whnm he was in constent dreed, but hzokenzie decided t

talte the micdle chennel, as it apprared to bz the largest
?

sk

and ren norlh ond south,” The complele journoy of just

under 3,000 miles was sccompliiched in 102 deys. The

iy

historian, Burpes, had this to say of the voysas: it was

"one of the most remariable exploi

giscovsry, whether recorded in the light of results aschieyed

or of the time taken to covevr 2 journey of nezrly three

tho sand miles,""  The Nackonzie Dalls woe now knowi
"In the first querter of Lhe nineteenth century,

fallowing the publication of Fackenzie's Journels, there

was much scientific; commercial and political interest in

the oxoloration of the unmzpped Arctic coast to the east
{ i
4
and west of the fiackenzie Delta," In 1825, Frenklin

followed haockenzie's route south through the Della to the

north of Grezt DBear River. The following year franklin’

N

ToT.H, FeDonalo, 1906, p.3.
. n. 4348,
S Mo, [
lso seeo NMackenzie, 102, p.257, Vol. 1.
L.Je Curpee, 1535, p.4asd.,

Jee lacksy, 1963, p.8,

0

te in the history of inlend

t
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party returned north to the wouth of the fackenzie, but
encounterod hostile Cskimnes and were very forlunate to

escrpe. The parly divided inito two groups with Franklin
} f 4 f

-

heading west along the coast of Aleska, snd Richardson east
Ltowards the Coprpermine River distrpict. Fronklin returned

to the Delts in late summer, &fter having travelled 374 miles
west along the coast of the Beaufort 588.1 The party in
early autumn continued south on the west side of the Dealtis,
but teok a wrong turn which resolted in them hosding up &
river that Franklin named the Feal. Fronklin realized his
error, hoasded north end then souvthoast, reaching Paint

203

. . ARG .
Separaltion in September of 18206, Franklin later,’

tha Hudson's Bay Company that Lhe area {(FPeel River) wss rich
4
in furs.'

With thez exception of a few exnlorers - fiackenzie,
Franklin, Richardsnn and others - the Dalta natives had
practically no contect with the whiteman. In 1040 howsover,
Johrn Bell of the Hudson's foy Campory established Fort

o
- . )
fcPhersan on the Peel River.  The fort was later moved (1852)

4

P

W.E.8,. Henoch, 180, p.nb.

o}

P. Slobedin, 19062, p.20,
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152
about four nmiles upstream to ils presenl-day location. )

At Fort fcPhersan,lhere cevelopod a religious split batuween

.

« In 1895 the

(6]

the Annlican and Roman Cetholic missionar:

-

Roman Catholic missionary moved and ectablished Lhe settle-
ment of Arclic Red River. The Delta Cskimos wovre
unaccustomed to trapning, but by the 1850's a few of themn
were trading at Fort FcePherson. Yet, “for nearly halfl a
century after the erection of Tort licPherson, this remote

f Canada's Arctic remained isoléted and without
history."

A major change occured in theo 1880's howsver, when
American whaless entered the Seeoufort Sea area. "“American
vessals alone freguented the continent's weosteyn Arctic,
where for necarly holf a century they conTinsd their operanticns
to the Eering and Chokehi Sea: only from 1509 onvard did
they follaw the fast diminishing whales around Foint Barrouw
into the Beaulori Sea znd winter st Herschel Island neay

4
the mouth of the ffackenzie River." The Deaufort was rich
in Beluga and Powvhend whales, and "oy 1C00, surmer whaling

-

camps were common fram Point Garrow to Caepe Dalhnusie end

(R ——— AR ey oyt e AR bt e

T w.c.s. Heroch, 1561, p.8s
. Loopsr, 1967, .7,

b

3 b, Jsrnses, 1064, p.ol3.
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heyond, but the ecororic conditions which Favouved the
interest of the whalers in the arez were short-lived. whals
borie was replaced by other muterials, and the end of the
Victorien ersa brought about changes in fashion which also

o]
reduced its potential market. Curing the serly 1€00's,

whaling opnrations cama almnst to a halt. Yet, while this

period was short-lived, the demographic and cultural) affects
that it had were profound. Uith whaling crows ceme Firserms)
liguor end disegasa. "Within & ysar it (liquor)converted
Herschel Island, and indoad most of the hackenzie Deltla,
inte @ hive of debaouchery: drunkenncss and inmpeorality

preveiled everyuhore, stxife and murder became evarydaey

1
i

events, and disgace previously un’ nowun to the fekinor began

1. I S ry
O LitLs s

ta sweep away old end yoong like flios, Adood
an ovtbreay of meecles st Fort folhereogn vhich spread noolh,

and furihoy reduced the Delts Uskimo populetion. "By 1°40

the population of Cenade's YWeetern Arctic haed f21len o
about 200, and of that numbes not move then o doron - i

ca pany - could claim deccent frum Lhe 2,000 inkcobitznts

ranilin had encountered in Lhis 1egion ¢ century

1

Thid, 1964, p.l4.

firearnms wore Mot noew
< !

commocity

-hH
I
3
-+
T
-
—
-5
m
o
o
[l
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o
¢
]
-

but they now beceme @ nmore accessible



The area was then primairily occcupied by Eslimos
who migrated to the Delta from flaskea. The couse of this
migration cen be atiributed to the whalers. The Cskimos

¥
]

supplied cavibou mealtl to the whaling vessels and recoived,

{

among othor items, Tircerms and awmunition in relurn.
This resulted in a serigus deopletion of the caribou herds
of Alsska, and the suisequent migraticen of Lha Aleskan
Eskimos to the Delta,

With the importance of whaling declining and that
of fur trapping increasing, fur-treding pousts started Lo

develon throuchout the Detta.



SETTLENF T HISTORY

Prior to exemining Lhe history of settlemznt in the

1

Delta, it must be made clesar that some would argue that the

-

)

sottlerents of Fort ficPherson, Arctic Red River ond
Tuktoy-ktuk should rot be included as being Della selilements
as in fzct they are nol within the present geographic limits
of the Delta. UWhile this is true, it is equally true that
many writers do include these settlenents when speaking of
the Dnlia in human geographic, economic, social or politvical

terms, becauss of their contigrous Jocetion, and close

25}

affiliation, with reepect to the Delta. Hence, for the
purposes of Lhis paper, thaese three csetilomants will be

-+

considered as being Delia sottlemants,

fort [ clheronn

As mentioncd, fort FoPherson on the Peel River wus
the firet setllemont (1347) to be establ sd in the eroe.
"Aecording to Pnglican parish vocords the populstion of the
areae in 1871 consisted of 351 Loucheux Indisnz end 300
Eskimo. Later, probably due to the cdecline in the fur irade,
Fort ficFherson lost ite attrazction for the fekimo and they

moved Turther north to the Aklavik avce today (1958) the

-

only inhabitonts of Fort LoFhereon are Louchsux Indians.”

L’




-t

Simce 1871 the ratic of Indian to Celkimn at Fortl fMcPherson
has changed radically. For exauple, in 1958 of a tolal
population of 453, only one person was tskimo, 48 were
white or white status Indians, eand the remalnder were

1 , . .
Loucheux. Present-day pepulation is difficult Lo access,

as auvthors vary one to anotner as to the peopulzation

2%
compasition. Smith shows the Fort MePherson population in

While FMetis Eskimo Indian Total
2% 158 : 12 31 614

Far the same yeer, 1965, Cooper  provides the followino:

ACETIC 7D RIVER

In 189% the settlewent of Arciic Red River, al thw

]

e Aretic Red and Lackenzie rivers, was brought

L
i

junction of t
into being. The reasun for this settlemenl was becuuse of

a religious split at Fort fclherson, whoreoy tho Ronar
Catholic missionzry noved oul {(fnglican remainod st Fort
Ferherson) Howsver, in 1843 the Rowman Ceiholics establishec

4
another mission ol Foxt hefharsone  In 1200, the Hudson's

Lon cota by Solforth is the sane Tmith for

Fovt fofherson « dallontly, pe

5
3
n
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Bay Compeny storied & trading poct at Arctic Red River which
still) exists today. Ae ol 1065 the population of Arctic

Fed Rivar was as follows:

bhite Metis Eskimo Indian Total

5 21 - 83 110
Thie population has rermained stable since 1055 when the

tolal oopulation was 108,

Ns nmentinned, when whaling declined and fur trading

increacscd, Tur lrading posts staried Lo develop throughout

the Delta. The firsl of such posts was estebklishod at

J 1
1

Folkiale Pointg, apposite the presootedey selillement of Aklavik
in 1917 (morc detail will b2 included dealing wilh Aklovik
later) The post at Pokisk Point wes vupidly follouwed by
thres more ot Herschul Island, 2elllie Tsland, and Kittioazul

.

none of which cxist teday.

TUKTOVAY TUK

Tuktoyaktulkk, originally nemed Port Erabant, sterted

as @ settlement in 1028 when a group of Oskimoe moved there

3

from Hevschel Teland. There is much conflict of opinion
b

as to the mesning of the name Tulktoyaktuk. To some it moons

T .2, wolforth, p.aoc.

7 H.h. Tanis, 1907, p.3G2.

T
Y . Jenness, 1864, p.of.



5
A

"whoere Lho caribou cross, fithers say tholt tho name

refers to a period long ago when covibou were plentiful.

Apparently the ceribou were walking in Lthe water when an

Eskimo woman looked at thaem. The caribouw becamne peltrified
$
and recfs that resemble caribnu were later secn et low
. ? [ [ . s L : [ LI LA [ .
tide. A thiird interpretation is "ihe thing that looks

. . 3
like a ceribiou”

While not a settlepent until 3220, it had boen

e

used because of 31s excellont dnep-vater harbour |

fenssan
in 1900-07. In 1939 tbe Hudsun's Dey Company abandoned

I

1 biuliy and since then

Herschel Tslang end moved to Tubtoyao
the sotilement has ecled & = trans-shiponsnt centre Lehveen
river boebe (boeges) veing the Lsackenzie systeon and oce:n

vessels supnlying selidem:s "s to Lo vast of Tub toyeliulk,

T 1654 ¢ D.ocde liney site was loc=ted Lhaore. Friony L0

S50, only four ny Tive fanilics lived =L Tuliloya'tluok, buot
ol

this dincrencod to abaul 100 pevsons by 1956, The 1%A0

ey prooonal coorendicalion with native whileo 2L Tuiddo
in 10~7.

~
‘ pamphlet frow tho Tukloyeitto'c Fur Cavsont Shop
3.0 - I - n
e Sulliven, 18900, p.27.
(C‘
C. hheabarzoa, 100405 poll.
5
TR, ooty 190705 0,100,
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STATT D

Chronologically, the next seltlencnt to be
esteblished wes that of Reindecer Stotion.  "Although a
trading post existad opposits the present location of

Reindeer Station, no settlement existeod hore until the

o

Feindzay Dapolt vas moved here from Kittigazult in the late

1¢40's. " In conjunction with Reindeeyr Stetion, I would

live Lo say 2 few words concerning the Deindser Project in

Canada, which ig yeolly the rescon for the crestion of
Reindenr Station,
Throughout o1l north poler regions there is &

particulan spocics of the deeor fewily known as

terantdur o Thoera is no hinlocical diTlTeronce betoween

reindeer and caribou. The difTerencze beteaen reinde=y and

o ]

carihou in MNovith Amsrica 1o thal the reindser ero dommstio;
2

Lo eame extont end the caribou are wild.,"” Sotan, in 1€172

gatinmalerd the norbthory cervibouw poouslation al abowt 2,000,000

Ranficld in 1000 feli {het there were nobt more thoan 670,00

remeining, In 1918 s Roysl Comnission wes appainted 10

~ PR N 4 ~

repnct upon tho poesibilities of creating a reindeer

Teetey in Cencda. The Commiaesion, 19272, rocormended

O
1

fooZe Poreild, 1854, p.20,
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tho epetablishiment of en experimentel hecvd., A.2. Porsild,

. . i3 -~ \ .
a Denish holonist, was in cherge (1927-8) of a detailed

survay of aress in the destern Arctic that might be suitable

. -1
for the grazing of rcindeer. In 1629 a herd of about

)

3,000 reindezr wes purchrsed bty the Canadian goverament
?

from Alaclka. Tt tonk @& five-year period (1930-1935) ta drive

this herd along the Arctic coast to thoe YacKenzie Grazing
Preserve. During ths drive, the herc populetion was reduced
to 2,370, Threo months after zarrvival, the herd beore 815

fawuns, and the Depertment of the interxior =1t thal success
rs
¢

wes assurod. Howsver, managauent difficeulties erose, an

o
L

]

by 1259 many government officials were 211 for ending the

S

project. The policy aof the goverasent wes changed to ploce

the aperaticn on a comrercion basic, but this too has hec

its ups and douns, In 1965 a new project menagei - 1.

ES
th

et

Sven Jonanscon who hzd had sevoral years expevisnce wi
reindeer herds in Svweden, ton% over Lhe operation on a
contiact basis,

Reinncar Station, in 1905H, consisted of 60 €skimos

~
0

and € whiles, practically @41l of whom weve divectly

AJe. Foreild, 1904,up.20.01.

~J

nar

G. Abrahamson, 1283, p.18C.

-
=
-
-
—

{ill) 1?67, F)nqr

D. Jenness, 1804, p.ds.

© .
RLE HI1Y, 1067, p.S.
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connected to the Reindeer Project. As of the year end 1967/6A

h

the herd size was 9,378, on a grazing area of 18,007 square

) that Canudian

[,

. 1 . .
miles,. However, I heve been informed (1896°

e
—
e

=
e
—n
o]

[Ep]

Sepvic

o)

ys have now taken over th=z management of
the herd. The future of Reindeer Station will almost be

completely dupendant upon the policy of this nsw managament.

Jefore dealing with Tnuvik, the most recent seltlemant
to be established, I would like Lo return to Aklavik which

was, until the creation of Inuvik, the administreative centre

-
Q
Lo
ct
ey
@
)
[
Jemamt
~
X

AKLAVIK

P

fiklevil: noens "["laco of the Brown Besr" or Plazes

af the Baryen land Crizzly Oeor,” or "the plece whare 7J
4
killed a bear". A treding posi wes esteblished at Pokiak

Point (1912) on the opposite chaanel banic from prosent day

Atclavile, Prior to this post, "lhere sxisted ot Lhis pleace,

which was then called Sinik (sloe ) ra log cabin that
Hich w t1 called Sinik (sleep), onl log cabin thea!

sSpTven

s an overnight resting plaece Tor persons iravelling
5
from Heraschal Tseland to forl MePherson." My feelings as

Rl{:ﬂn Hj]], 19‘:1?, [:)o:) ad 303_\.’1(

per personsl communication - Frofessor D. Gill, Univeesity
of Albecsta.
JRe lacvey, 1903, p.175.

i Sullivan, 1963, n.20,

C. Jonnecs, 1004, n.C.



to why the pnst &t Pokiak lMoint waes establishrd is as
follows. Fort MePherson opencd in 1840 and, as mentioned,
a few Delta Ee%inos wzre trading there by the 1850's,
although their ekills as trsappore were very limited. Uhen

'

the whaling aoperations stavitced in the leau

3
A3

i in th

ort Se

1)

late 10°90'%s, there was @ demand by the whalers Tor caribou
mest. The Eskimos storled to wmove north from the middle
and southern scctions of the Oeltbta, to hunt caribou, which

was traded to the whaling boets in retuin for acumunition,

food, and the litte. As well @« hunting cavibou, natives were

hirtrnd Lo collect drifitwood which would conserve Lhe coal
supply of thoe whe2ling vessela, With the declipe of
vihaling in the ecarly 1200'e, Lho Cslidinmos rceturnec to
trapping as a mcecans vhereby they cauld continue to ccoguine
"uhite" gonds {(i.e., tobaccn, firearns, certein foods, and
the like) Due to Lhis rencwed interect in traoping, Foldisk
Foint (a2long with tercchel JIsland, Baillie Island, and
Kitticaruit) was eotublished.

The Po<iak Foint post was relocated at present-day
Aklavik in 1C24, and Altlevik snon guained a nosition of
high jmportance in the Delta. "lhe towne grectcst growth

too' plece fron 1910 to 1950G:  during Unhise. poriod, Anglicen
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and Roman Catholic missions, an R.C.M.P, detachmeni~post
and communications depot were established. Aklavik became
‘the focal point of the Delta, attracting Eskimos from
Alaska and the Arctic coast, and Indians from the southern

"

Aklavik had early radio communication uvith
2

regions.
Canadian National Telegraphs, via a 500 watt low

frequency transmitter that began operations in October of
1925.3 By 1930 the populstion of Aklavik and the surrounding
area had reached 400, and by 1950 about l,SUO.4 "increased
government activity in the Mackenzie Delta and the

difficulties of large-scale construction in its principal
settlement, Aklavik, prompted a government decisiorn in 1953

to investigate the possibilities of relocating government
facilities at Aklavik in a better 1ocation."5 0f major concarn
was the faclt that there was no permanent airstrip in the entire
Delta. Due to this, during break-up and freeze-up, no aircraft
could enter or leave the Delta.6 There are many reasons

put forth as to why there had to be a relocation. Most of

the reasons such as erosion, flooding problems, and lack

Tb.H. J.Clairmont, 1963, p.l

24,n. Innis, 1967, p.353.

HeF o Wood, 1862, p.24.

4J.R. Mackay, 1963, p.175.

5

J.A. Piblainen, 1962, p.l

6R.G. Robaertson, 1965, p.199,.
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of odeguete space to expand, are indeeg sound resenns.
However, some T find diffirc u}i to gccept. For ocxample,
"subsurface investjgations for the {formetion of a new
school, which were carried out in 1953, chowsd that abtout
6075 by volume of the frozen fine-grained soil consisted
of ice. If, therefore, the old townsite were Turther
developed with & Turther clearing of the muskeg cover

anc the installation of heated buildings, yround subi-

1
ta." Hovever,

-
ot

sicdence would occur with seriouvs resu
in the cummer of 1907, construction of a rew school plus

a cix unilt apartmont, and the irproverent of the eirstrrip,

[n

wes occuring.,  RAlso, it ow roumoered thal the [arthoern

o

Canade Power Commission was sericusly concidering tre
\r 1"

enlargrnont of the Alklavii fecilities. T in 1953 "scorioos

sullc" would ceccur if construction of facilitles were

L]
o
s

carvied on, why would the rreulls he less ¢gziriment=l in
] s

Py
Ofr

1

0

In wny esvanl, constructiion of Inuvilk bsoan in 1E695,

and was officially opened in 18¢€1. With Lthe start of
7

constyuction at Inuvik, the population of fkleavik started

to decline., In 1959 it wees 080 and by 1961 it woes betweon

o d \ -
Cels Forrill (et al), 1920, p.53.
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600 and 700, The 1005 hklavilk populatlion wse as followe:
White fFetis Esldimo Indian Total
105 134 2707 5a 674

With the creation of Inuvilk, the future of Aklavik
was very uncertein. The government wes hoping that the
Aklavik residents would voluntsrily move to Lhe new fouwny
such has nolt been the case. Howsver, by building & new
public schoul, the government has irgi ated that it does
not intend to bhzve Aklavik decay - alt lsast, not for some

years Lo come.

The construction of the sattlewent thet would replace
Aklavil was cavefully Lhoughl out ond reccarched.  Thcougoht -
ovlt and resezrched thot is, in terms of the most appropricte
site localion., The first tesl;, alter Lhe 1957 government
decision to investigsle the possibilities of relocation,
was to create a survey teem. The various asyencies represented
on the survey team were as follows:  Dapasrtmont of letional

Heelth and elfere; Nelional Reccarch Council;{(division of

N

-

Building Research); Department of Northern Affai

oy
foust,
et
6]
~
=}
(&

[

epartinent of linzg and Technicol Surveys

National Resources

-a

1 0o

Jil‘e rfﬂ&’C

JeReinlforih, p.nr%.
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Department of Public Works; and, the Departmeht of

Tramsport.1 Next, the epe ecifications Tor the new site had

to be decidad upen. A list of elevan factors by which the

potential sites would be judged was drawn up. They were:
"Essential factors

(a) Suitability of Lhe site from the aconomic
and social point of vieuw;

(b) Suitahility of the yround for permanent sewer
and water systoms; foundations and ro=zds.

(c) Access to a good river ohannel

)
)

o]
~
=
o
e
b
=t
D
}—a
g
e

(c) Availability of a suvitable site

{(e) Vater supply.

.
ow
o)
jo—)
~<
o
N
=
ta
gxl
Z
=
¢
3
-
s
o
[l
(el
C
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.-

(g) Avoilability ol grovel and sand for building

(h) Possibilities of the sile as ¢ trans-shipment
point Trom river 1o scva-goiny VU&SE}J

Desirable Factors:

won o

e

(i) Availability o

N

(j) Bveilabilitly of coal

Lus
=
[
-

-

() Aveilability of o hycro-slectric power ci

1 Ic r‘;“j.l“(_i,

r
w
)
(o}
r
o]
-
-
L)
.
e
\f
-

?

y

R.G. Robevtsan, 1959, p.?202.
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The survey team worked during the winter of 1953 in Ottawa
examining air photographs‘of the entire Delta. From the
air photo interpretation, twelve potential sites were
selected., The tesm arrived in Aklavik in March of 1954,
and by taking ariel reconnaissance flights from there,
“the original selection of twelve sites was quickly pared
down to six since some of the potential sites were obviously
unsuitable when examined in the rield."1 Two more sites
were later elimipated and now only four remained. 0Of the
four, the first potential site to be thoroughly examined
was one located about 12 miles south west of Aklavik. It
was hoped by many that this location - Husky Site as it was
called -~ would be the one selected, as it would entail
minimal)l moving on behalf of the native people. Also, the
natives waould remain aljacent to their usval hunting and
trapping area. Unfortunately, the Husky Site proved
unsatisfaclory, s did the other site on the west side of
the Delta. 0Of the two sites on the east side of the Delta,
the one known as East Three proved the most satisfactory.
At Egast Three there were large gravel deposits slong with
fine sand and silt; The drainage was good; it was

located on a navigatable channel (east chanpel); and the

1 Cele Merrill (et al), 1960, p.55.
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underlying glacial sojils would provid: for better foundation
conditions than those of Aklavik.1 On November 18, 1954
the fFederal Government, acting upon the advice of the
Minister of Northern Affairs and Natural Resources,
officially declared that the town of Aklavik should be
relocated at this new site. (68018' N - 133° 29' W)

Initial construction of the new town commenced
in the summer of 1955%,when a post office was established
at the new site;, 2 nume had to be decided upon, "The
local inhabitants were asked to choose a name for the new
town and Inuvik was selected, an Eskimo word mesning
"the place of man" or "the place where man is."2
Practically all buildings in Inuvik are on piles so that
heat from such buildings will not disturb the permafrost.
Had the buildings been placed directly on the surface of
the ground, the heat would have partially melted the
frozen ground resulting in subsidence of the buildings.
In order to sink the piles, "Steam jets were pressed into
permafrost and sank into the mud that was produced
as the ground thawed, making tubes of mud into which piles

3
could be driven.,” The piles, when properly inserted,

1
C.L. Merrill (et Al), 1960, p.57.

2
G.B, Pritchard, 1962, p.201.

Ibid, p.205.
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would soon be permanently frozen inte location. As one
could readily envisien, it would not take long before the
construction site would resemble a sea of mud. As of 1967
this method of sinking piles has been discontinued. Now the
method used is to drill holes into the permafrost that
are essentially the same diameter as the piles that are to
be inserted. With this mwmethod, the disturbance of the
permafrost is practically nonuexistant.1 Becousa of the
permafrost conditions, it is impossible to have water or
sewage pipes underground, and two alternate methods are
available, One method is tov have water delivered, and
sewage collected, by tank truck; Or, construct an insulated
system above ground which contains both water supply and
sewage diSposale* A combination of the two methods is used
in Inuvik., This "utilidor" system costs about §$200.00 per
linear foot.

The town which irnitially started in 1955 was really
taking shape by 1958. In that year (1958) a 6,000 foot

airstrip located 84 miles southeast of the town was in use.

per personal communication with Mr. A. Goyer of Kennaston
drilling, Edmonton, Alberta.
P.F. Cooper, 1967, p.27.

%*
see diagram on next page.
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Alsa, the exterior construction of the school and hostels
was completed. The only serious setback in construction
was during the winter of 1959-60 when a fire destroyed the
partially finished Nurses Residence. "The close of the
construction season in 1960 saw the completion of all ma jor
contract work."1 In 1961 Inuvik was officially opened.

The population in 1965 was as follows?

WHITE METIS ESKIMOS INDIANS TOTAL
1367 646 245 2258
102% 270% 114% 486%

* school children residents in hostels.

1 G.B. Pritchard, 1962, p.208.

2 J.F. Cooper, 1967, p.o.
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CULTURE CHANGE

Thus far, in the second portion of this paper,
the physical geography as well as early Eturopean contact
and subsequent settlement development in the Mackenzie
Delta has been recviewed. These final sections will concern
itself with the present predicament with which the native
people are now faced. This predicament, in essence, is
social or culture. change which is the result of the
introduction of "white" norms, values, and ideals. Prior
to examining the Delta specifically, culture and culture-

change will bc exemined within a theoretical framework.

Y

Many definitions are put forth as to the meaning
of "culture," but most would agree that culture involves

both people and ideas., The following is az appropriate

as most, in defining culture. "Culture is the sum total of
what human beings learn in common with other members of the

. 1
group to which they belong."

C.M. Arensburg and A.H. Niehoff, 1966, p.l15

~ &
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CULTURE CHANGE

Culture change can occur in one, or both, of two
ways. First, innovation from within can have a profound
effect upon the ideals, idéas, norms and values of a given
group. Secondly, change can occur as a result of contact
with another area, or a "change-~agent" or "innovator",
from another area, the culture of which is different from
the one in question. Change from "outside" may, in some
cases, be forced upon a people. Such force can be direct,
or indirect. Indirect forces would be the introduction of
a new technoloyy and/or culture into a society in such a
manner that, while the people are not physically coerced
into acceptance, they are in the position whereby retreat
to a former way of life is all but blocked.

Culture-change cen be viewed as a scale with
complete acceplance of a new trait at one end, and complete
rejection at the other. However, in most instances, the
period of adjustment to new ideas, and the degreec of
acceptance of such ideas, falls somewhere between the two
extremes. Moreover, during this period of acceptance, and
particularly when such acceptance is manditory, “culture-
conflict" arises. In some instences such conflict may be
short-lived; in others, it may take generations until it

is overcome or resolved. This "culture-conflict" can have
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profound effects upon both the culture undergoing change,
and those agents of change from the "outside." 1t is
worthuhile to examine a few theoretical models or topologies
that concern themselves with "culture-conflict",

Bertrand Russell states that "It is the nature of
man to be in conflict with something..... the contests in
which men are engaged are three kinds - they are conflict
of: (a) man and nature

(b) man and man
(¢) man and himself"1
A diagramatic view of this same basic concept i¢ provided

by Norman Chance.2

Conradne BoviRomiLor

1 B. Russecll, 1960, p.18.

2 N,A. Chance (ed.), 1968, p.13.
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lYlerton1 has devised a more specific topology that
deals with adaption by individuals within society. This
basic topology is as follows:

Mode of Adaptation Cultural Goals Institutional Means

Conformity + +
Innovation + -
Ritualism - +
Retreatism - -
Rebellion + and - + and -~

+ signifies acceptance
- signifies rejection

+ - signifies rejection of prevailing values and substitution
of new values.

wWwith conformity, the individual accepts the cultural goals

and the institutionslized means (ways) of attaining such goals;
the innovator accepts thsz goals but not the means; the
ritualist does not accept the goals but does accept the means;
the retreatist accepts neither goals nor means; and, the

rebel raplaces the o0ld goals by new ones, and uses nNnew means
to reach these new goals. "Where common goals are prescribed
for statuses, but institutionalized means for obtaining them
are differentially distributed, some psople are relatively
disadvantaged. This may result in different modes of

adaptation on the part of the people position=d differently

T R.K. Merton, 1965, pp.139.157,
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in the social structure.”

NiehoFf2 feels that there are two main forces at
work with regard to culture change. The one force being
the techniques used by the innovator to convince the group
to accept the new ideas, and the second being the behavior
of the recipients towards the new innovation. He then
details seventeen criteria which determine the change
process. The six primary ones are as follows:

(1) The methods of communication used by the change agent.
(2) The kind of participitation he obtains from the recipients.

(3) The manner in which hs utilizes and sdapts his innovation
to the existing culture pattern

~~-regarding the reactinn of the recipient, the primary
variablcs wre:s
(4) whether tLhey have an initial fclt noed.

(5) whether they perceive any practical benefit in adopting
a changs

(6) whether their traditional leaders @zre brocught into the
planning and implementation of the process.

Niehoff sums up by stating: "Induced sociocultural change or
technical innovetion is a process that begins with an idsa
on the part of the change agent and ends in its adoption or

re jection by the potential recipient."

1 H.C. Bredemeir and R.M. Stephenson, 1965, p.132.

2 p.H. Niehaff, 1966, pp.11-33.

3 Ibid, p.4o0.



For a final view, the multi-variable model of
developmental change, as presentad by Chance1 will be

briefly examined.
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The three main variables (1) technology and environment;

(2) the social system; (3) the cultural system, were

71

. ! N.A. Chance (ed), 1968, pp.l-8.
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selected because: "the choice of these three variables is
based on the premise that all men deal with their bio-
physical environment with the techniques available to them;
all men set up ways of regulating their social relations
with others; and all men maintain a series of cultural
beliefs and values that attempt to provide a coherent set
of meanings for their actions."1 By using & model such as
the onc developed by Chance, the researcher will quite
readily be able to catalougue his data in the appropriate
"slot". Hopefully, from such catagorization, prediction
will be greatly augmented.

Thus far, the theory that has béen presented
illustrates the main components of culture change.
Inherent, if not specified, is the theme of culture-conflict.
However, it is important to realize that all culture-change
docs not in itself necessitate culture-~conflict., 1In
examining the social milieu of the Mackenzie Delta, the
ideas from the foregoing theories will be utilized zs a

base from which to view culture.-change,

N.A.Chance, (ed), 1968, p.5.
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RAPID TRANSITION

L)

"The genpsis of every social problem lies in the
awakening of people in a given locality to a realization
that certain choerished values are threatened by conditions
which have become acute."1 No society is a static unit,
and change in some form is always occuring. The indiginous
population of the Delta was, a relatively short time ago,
a hunting,fishing, and to a limited extent, a gathering
people.

The early explorers had little, if any, effect
upon theiyr way of life. Whaling operations, and its
assoclated ills, had a profound effect..particularly on the
demographic structure of the then existing society. Sub-
sequent to whaling, the era of the fur trade began. Both
the fur trade and whaling had a marked effect upon the
existing culture. However, the wmsin culture~-transfer
during hoth thesce periods was more of a material than an
ideological naturc. To be sure, in order to attain the
material culture there had to be a certain degree of the
ideological culture associated with it. However, in both
instances, the way of life was still predominently geared
to the land and as such, many of the traditional values

remained, if not wholly, at least partially intact.

—-—

L.Wilson and W.L. Kolb, 1949, p.782.
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The third cultural evolution has been the one
having the most profound effect. This is the development
of a settlement way of life. Some suggest that rather than
“ayolution", this third stége should be labelled “revolution®
"The moet recent change has also been the most profound;
it is that from a nomadic hunting and trading economy to
a life of which the greater part is spent in a settlement."
Their movement to permanent settlement living has been
extremely rapid over a very short time period. Smith
estimates that there is only about 150 native people
living the old "bush" way of life.2 Even this small bush
group visits the settlements from time to time for supplies,
and are thus indirectly affected by "white" values. It is
in the sctilement where change is most rapid, and where
traditional values come into sharp contrast with the “pew"
way of life. "White" mores and values dominate settlement
life.

To use Merton's concept, new goals have been
introduced but the means to such goals are not uniform.
They are not uniform in two basic ways. First, there is
an un=aqual distribution among the natives of the needad

"white" siiills, that will enable them to realize such

1
P.F. Caoper, 1967, p.ll

2
D.GeSmith, p.22.
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goals. Secondly, sowe do not relate means with goals, also,
some at the lower levels of acculturation view both means
and goals in a different light than do those who are higher
up the ladder of “white" orientation. They realize that
with finances they are able to obtain many of the "white"
implements (canoces, outboard motors, rifles, ski-doos, etc. )
that can make life both easier and more enjoyable. However,
working for wages is a relatively new concept, which is in
sharp contrast to their former life of hunting and trappping.
Few natives enjoy year-round employment and part-time work
is the best that most can, at this time, acquire in the
settlements.

What Ervin has to say of Inuvik holds true, to
varying degrees, for other Delta settlements. "The present
economy is @ highly artificial one, ot dependent on the
exportation of natural resources or on manufactured products,
Government services and contruction, supported by heavy
financial "underwriling" frow the south, form the basis
of this artificicl economy. lost of the permanent and
native population are now supported through subsidized
seascnal wage-labour and welfare payments."” ! At Tuktoyaktuk

over 90% of the native families are on wol‘.‘"are.2

1

AWM. Erxvin, 1968, p.2.

per personal communication.
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The native is caught between the "old" and the

"mew"; culture-conflict results.

RELIGION AND EDUCATION

Religion plays an important role in settlement life.
As Porter points out, "In Canada the churches here assumed
a crucisal place in the structure of power. Religion inter-
woven with ethnicity and social class, has been and continues
to be the most divisive element in Canadian society.”
This also holds true, to a great extent, in the Mackenzie
Delta. The church hes been evident in all Delta settlements
shortly after such settlements were established. Fort
McPherson has had an Anglican mission since 1860.2 In
ARklavik, the Anqglican church was egslablished in 1919 and
the Roman Catholic in 1926.3

Since their inception, the-church has played a major
role in education, and the early missionaries did a qreat
deal of qgood in the spheres of eduction, medical care, and
social assistance. However, their educational offerings,
while better than nothing, were not really geared to the

rapid developrent that was to come. "With the growing

importance of the Arctic, the inadequate education system

Je« Porter, 1966, p.5ll.
2
W.E.S5. Henoch, 1961, p.89,

DeHJ. Clairmont, 1963, p.39.
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that the missions hod established was bound to give way,
sooner or later, to a broader and more comprehensive system
operated by the government and patterned after those in
Canédian provinces"1 However, the church was not, and is
not, willing to surrender the functions of educatiaon Qithout
a struggle.

The two main competitors for soul salvation are the
Roman Catholics and Anglicans. Affiliation of schools to a
specific religious organization is still very strong in the
Delta, and the studenl is often caught between two conflicting
religious ideologies. "The most obvious feature of religious
organization in Inuvik is the dirchotomy Eetween Anglicans and
Catholics, and the open competition between the two groups.
The dichotomy is physically visible in the hostels and the
school ....Thus we can seg that this religious division has
been "built into" Inuvik, and that people enter an already
fixed scheme; they are placed in a situation where they
are identified with one group that opposes ancther group."2

In the 1940's the Pentecostal movement invaded the
Delta and is actively competing with the long established
Catholic and Anglican missions. The government now faces

demands from three religious enclaves. Many members of the

D. Jenness, 1964, p.123.

J. Mailhot, 1968, p.4.
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Pentecostal church want their own hostels. Can government
suppart the Roman Catholics and Anglicans yet refuse equal
support to the Pentecostals? If support is refused the
Pentecostal or any other feligious organization, the
government is indeed being most discriminatory. "Thus,
Christianity's morthern chariot, hitherto drawn by two
quarreling horses, has now become a troika."1 In the mid-
1960's the troika became a four-horse hitch, when the
Church of Latter Day Saints was established in Inuvik by
a group of formons from southern Alberta. This fourth
horse has relatively little say in the Qirectinn in which
the carriage will take, as its membership consists only of

seven families, all of whom are transient “"whites".

I received the impression from some members of the
cloth that, while they were well-mzaning in their efforts,
they were doing little to inlroduce to their native
congregation a true picture of the outside world. This I
feel was a result of the fact that they themselves had no
real understanding of a modern technological state that is
on the verge of camputerization. Hence, there is religious
conflict that permeates throughout the settlement, and to =

marked deqgree through the existing sducational imstitutions.

D. Jennass, 1964, p.138.

2
Je Mailhot, 1968, p.4.
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EOUCATION

If one looks at the educational system as a separate
entity and does not include the church intervention or the
culture-conflict problem faced by the student, it is a
very impressive system. The physical plant is one that
would do justice to many towns in southern Canada. The
basiclcyr riculum used is that of Alberta. The teachers are
well-qualified (academically) and with rare exception, are
genuinely interested in their work. The following infor-
martion is from personal communication with teachers in the
Delta.

To teach in the Nortwest Territories one must have
a provincial teaching certificate (most commonwealth
certificates are accepled provided they have good teaching
references) Each teacher must have taught "outside" before
being allowed to teach in the territories. Hence, the
requirements are generally higher than the national average.
The average time spent in the north is approximately two and
one half years,

I was informed that one advantage the teachers
enjoy, is that he has more freedom to experiment with
teaching methods and a chance to really test teaching method-
ology. The disadvantages are that they experience isolation

both persocnally and professionally, and can hence get out of
touch with new teaching methods. They also complain about

the high cost of living. Practically all teachers were in
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favour of arn increase in vocational and adult education,
but the problem is lack of finances, facilities and staff.

Teachers are attracted north for a variety of
reasons such as the fact that it is to them a new experience;
to satisfy their curiosity about the north; 1in some caes
because of higher wages; and also the pioneer element still
exists. They felt that the programme of study for lower
levels should be adapted to local situations until the
student graceps the basic facts (i.e. speak of muskrat and
caribou, rather than trains and trucks.)

The aim, te them, appears to be to prepare the
student seo that he can fit into a southern mode of life if
he or she 50 desires. The native population generally feels
that education is good for the children, and are willing to
sacrifice so that their children can take advantage of it.
Hostility does not exist to the same extent towards teachers
as it dues towsrd most other trensients, because the people
realize that "outside" teachers are necessary if their
children are to advance.

The teachers cid not feel that either education or
religion should be forcoud upon the natives, but at the same
time felt that both elements were wanted by most natives
within the seltlements. They did not (with some exceptions)
feel that religion should have any say in school affairs,

nor should it be taught as part of the curriculum as it
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now is. (children can be excused from religious teaching
with parental pzrmission)

As stated, the foregoing is from the teacher's
point of view. The Delta teachers, while well-qualified
academically, have no, or very little, understanding of the
sociocultural ,sociosconomic, or psychological problems
faced by Delta natives. Their orientation for teaching in
the north is a farce which is wmainly concerned with admin-
istrative functions and the bureaucratic hierarchy, rather
than familiarizing them wilh the existing problems. Alsc,
many teachers do not recognize the basic problems after
having taught there for several years.

"With few exceptions, the teachers are southern
Canadians who go north to teach for two or three years with-
out training or experience in teaching northern children.”1
This holds true for the Delta teachers. O0One needs more than
well-neaning people to make the system work, and it would be
most desirable to orient the teachers belore they arrive in
the north. Many view the world through ro:ze-coloured glasses,

and some feel that their mission is to “save" the native
and introduce him to the "only" way of life which to them
is the "white" way of life. What Honingman says of the

Eastern Arctic holds true for many teschers in the Delta.

M. Von Steensel (ed), 1966, p.130.
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"Tho teachers had little regard for cultural relativity,
and the result was that they falled to sece how consistently
Eskimo life encourages children to grown up into independent
and very resourceful adult human beings."”

While I criticize the teachers it must not be
fofgotten that, as already stated, most are genuinely inter-
ested in their work and in helping the natives acquire the
new skills that they will need. The teachers are the
working part of the educational system, and we must look
behind the system and see who decides on educational policy -
in this case it is the government. If education of the
natives is to be successful, the government must first of

all educate the educators.

M. Von Steensel (ed) 1966, p.73.
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INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY PRUBLEMS

Setit.lement Characteristiics

As mentioned, the settlements of the Delta operate
from a rather artificial economic base. Added to this
artificiality is the great disparity between the "haves"
and the "have-nots". Praobably nowhere is the distinction
as sharp as it is in Inuvik. 1 feel that one of the ideas
in the designing and construction of Inuvik was to show
that many of the features of urban Canada could bes successfully
transplanted into the far north., In some aspects this has
bheen realized, but at the same tiwme it is painfully clear
to a newcomor that many acute problems exist. "lnuvik
stands out as a town that represents the dominant Canadian
culture in the Arctic. Its schuol, its suburbia, its super
market, its five oaclock rush hour, and many other of its
decidedly urban and modern qualities will serve 2s a mode]
of life that up until now could only be seen in magazines
or movies by people living in the Delta ~ Inuvik is a bright
shining picture of the outside world that has come into the
northern'midst." Statements such as the foregoing must
be taken in the light that either the author is attempting
to be s humourist, or else he is completely blind., The

rift, in terms of material facilities alone, between

ancommicn

1
R+ Cohen, 1962, p.63.
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administrative personrnel and practically all natives, is
most obvious. Cooper speaks of "the striking difference in
the extent of the amenities of southern life available to
administrative and technical pecple from the south and those
the rest of the population can obtain. The width of‘this
gap is clear to svery tourist, no matter how short a time he
may spend in the region.“"i

Inuvik can be roughly divided intoc three areas: the
serviced area:; the unserviced area; and, tent town, Lotz
describes tent town as follows: “this area, around the
margin of Twin Lakes is a slum. The population is entirely
Eskimo, Indian or Metis, with orly one or two whites. Housing
consists of tents, tent frames, cabins and shacks. There are
only one or two good cabins, Housing conditions are the
worst I have ever encountered anywhere in the north."2 He
continues: Tent town is a depressing place. Living condilions
are universally bad. Most shacks and cebins are poorly built,
and measure 10' x 15' or 10' x 25' .....few shacks have
porches, and garbage, enpty crates, beer and liquor boltles
litter the ground. Interiors are dark and gloomy and

3
usually filthy."

—

L P.F.Cooper, 1967, p.l4.
2 J. Lotz, 1862, p.9.

-3 Ibid, p.20,
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The study done by Lotz was made in 1962 and while
many changes have occured since then, one does not have to
look very far to see some of the conditions he has described.
Also, such conditions are very evident at Aklavik and
Tuktoyaktuk. (I did not have the opportunity to vie@
Arctic Red River or fort tcPherson, and hence am unable to
comment on them. Reindeer Station, which I did visit, did
not appear to have this problem to any extent) Again, the
rift between the two extrencs was most obvious., Keeping in
mind the material facilities with which most natives must
cope, I would now like to turn to some of the social
conditions that exist, to varying degreés, in all Delta

setilemoents,

Social Problems

The social problems that exist in the Delta are
manifold. However, it must be stated that such problems
are not to be found only in the Delta, and most of them to
a greater'or lesser extent, or in a different form, can be
recognized in most sections of Canada. But, to me, the
problems are more obvious bscause of the fact that:

(a) the visual physical contrasts in terms of “haves"
and "have-nots" are seen daily

(b) many whites talk regularly (among themzelves) about
such problems.
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(¢) most important, there is no place to "hide" such
problems, whereas in a large city, many social ills
are often restricted to a specific area(s), and
the majority of the populace does not come into
daily contact with them.
The settlement population will first be examined in terms

of three age groupings.

UNDER 25 YEARS GROUP

A large segment of this group has never experienced
anything except settlement 1ife. To them, "bush-life" is
foreign, except perhaps during summer vacation. This group
is generally oriented towards the school or hostel environ-
ment, which provides a marked contrast to the home environ-
ment., As a result of this dual orientation, stress in the
home is not unusual. "As a result the children's respect
for their parests tends to be low. Similarly, many are
ashamed, or at least confused, ahout their native origins
and identities., Few indicated any desire to become trappers.”

The children are hence being exposed to several
worlds at the same time. The adults face the same situation
but from another point of view., Many of the children are
in hostels sway frum parents and family for almost ten
months of the year, during which time they are exposed to

a "while" educational system, a "white" religious

Ya.m. Ervin, 1968, p.10.

1
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establishment, anc generally, a "white" way of life. What
happens when they finish their educalion?

If they go"outside", they find life extremely
difficult if for no other reason than racial discrimination.
Let us not ignore the fact that Canada does have discrim-
ination. Also, while they have been exposed to "white"
goals, they zre not adequately prepared to reach such goals.
One Cskimo of about twenty years of age with grade eleven
education, told me that he had gone ocutside (Vancouver),
but could not fuace the loneliness, the rush of city life,
and all the unknouwns which we who have lived in cities think
little, if anything, of. The transition was too qgreat, and
he returned home to Aklavik. His story is by no means an
isoleled example, and many others of his age group face
the same experience because of ihe qreat difference in
social, educational and ethnic background. The educational
system, which serves the Delta natives, can only introduce
a person to a very limited understanding of another way of
life,

The second possibility open to ® native who attains
all, or part, of a high school education is to remain in
the settlement. He is now faced with the problem of "what
to do". The educational system has taught white goals, and
in part,hsw to reach such goals, but only limited ewployment

~opportunities exist in the settlements.



88

Returning to his home environment is also difficult
because his parents have not had his education and hence
are at a different level of accularation. Also, as his
native language is not taught in school, he may have a
communication problem, with his parents. Being at a hostel
for about ten months of the year means that he does not
have the skills that he would have learned had he been with
the family. In the hostel he has been exposed to a completely
"white" way of life. All, or part, of such white mores may
be excluded from his home environment. This points to
one thing - conflict.

Thus, if he qoes "outside" he faces many unfamiliar
problems Qith which he is inadequately prepared to deal;
if he returns to the settlement where he received his
education*, he will have difficulty in securing full-time
employment; and, if he returns home he faces a similiar
sitvation to that of going "outside", that is, lack of
preparation. Some refer to this group as a "lost generstion”
and in this there is unfortunately, a larqe amount of

truth,

*
Inuvik is the only Delta settlement offering education

at the high school level.
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25 - 50 _YEAR AGE GROUP

Ervin writes of this gencration: "This generation
grew up during the end of the fur-trade era. Their values
were formed in a bush milisu. It is this generation who
have the greatest difficulty in adapting, and who represent
the crux of the adjustment problem in Inuvik."1' Again,
this statement holds true for settlements other than Inuvik,
Like the younger generation, this group too is caught in
several worlds at the same time. His former bush skills
are of no particular use in the setllement, and working
regular hours for wages is foreign to him. His former life
had been geared to the seasons, not the clock. Added to
this, is the fact that full-time employment is difficult
to attain., Veyy few of them can assist® their children in
obtaining an education, as most of them only have limited
schooling themselves.,

Most do not comprehend the machinery of politics,
administration or education, and many whites view them
as second class citizens. frustration is the inevitable
outcome, and welfare payments are, for many, a major

source of income.

Yn.m. Ervin, 1968, p.o.

*When I say “assist their children" 1 am referring to academic
assistance. They can (and some do) "assist" by maintaining

a home environment that permits the child to develop regular
study habits,
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OVER 50 YEAR GROUP

This group is alwost completely oriented to the oldg
bush way of life, yel, since the development of settlements
most of this group is living within the confines of the
community. Due to their age, they are unable to obtain even
part-time work (there are a few exceptions to this) Due
to the communication gap, they are on the perimeter of
both the native and non-native society. Communication
betwean themselves and their grandchildren is practically
non-gxistant, as neither can really comprehend the world
of the other. At one time there were close ties between
young ancd old; this is fast disappearing.

Due to the medical care that is available in the
settlements, life is some what easier for this group than
it would be were they still living a "bush" way of life.
The basic problem of o0ld age is certainly not unique to
the Delta. However, the problem appears to have been
magnified due to the rapid influx of & new technology

and culture.

ASSOCIATED PROBLEMS

Two other ma jor problems are those of venereal
disease and alcohol. For the Northwest Territories as

a whole, "The incident of gonorrhea doubled during the
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year.”1 This staterent was issuved in the annual report
of the Northwest Territories for the year 1965-66;
unfortunately, it was not stated what it was prior to
doubling. In the Delta, fampant is the only word to
describe V.D. "Dr. Frank Boyce treats what he claims is
the highest vencreal disease rate in Canada. He gets four
or five cases a day in the hospital at Inuvik, and estimates
that more than half of the town's 2,800 perscns are aFflicted.“z
Many people 1 talked with felt that this estimste by Dr.
Boyce was too high, and suggested that 30% to 40% would
be more realistic. If indeed only 30% of the Tnuvik
population has V.D., even this is out of all proportion to
other areas in Canada, for example, in Hamilten, Ontario
during the ycar 1968, there were 270 reported cases of
gonorrhea, and 53 reported cases of syphilis.3 However,
what is reported and what actually exists is a completely
different matter. "It fellows, then, if the estimates are
correct, that there were over 200 cases of syphyilis and
2,000 cases of gonorhea in the Hamilton-Wentworth area in

4 . .
1868, " Compared to Hamilton, Inuvik has more than its

ThAnnual Report of the Northwest Territories, 1965-66: p.25.
Zyeekend Magezine (October 7, 1967), p.lé4.

3The Spectator (February 13, 1969)p.39.

41bid, p.39.
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share of venereal discase, in proportion to its population.

Alcohol problems are extremely evident in most
Delta settlements, and particularly in Inuvik. In 1960,
the liquor store was moved from Aklavik to Inuvik, and
this is the only legal retail outlet in the Delta. "It
has only been in the last decade that drinking has been
considered a “problemn" by the official white representatives
in the area. "Boot-legging" was always conducted on a
small scale and homebrew became part of the native way of
life, and did not appear to be disruptive."1 Now, however,
"There cen be little doubt but that heavy drinking presents
the most serious adjustmernt problem confronting Northerner
townspeople.“z Consumption of perfume, vanilla extract,
after-shave lotion and hair-spray is not uncommon.: Wood-
alcohol is sometimes consumed. It appears that those who
drink heavily do so to reach a euphoric state, and not for
the pleasure of alcohol per se. Frustration is probably
the basic cause for heavy consumption. ‘“depression, self.
dissatisfaction, anomie, end cconomic frustration present

valid explainations for certain group and personal aspects

Yo.H.J. Clairmont, 1963, p.55.
27,0, Ervin, 1968, p.17.

¥ . .
I personally witnesses the consumption or attempted
purchase for consumption, of these items.
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1
of the drinking."

Drugs have not, as of yet, been used by Delta
natives, nor do I think they will be due to the problems
of obtianing them.

It is very difficult to obtain information regarding
homosexual activity, but I have been informed by a reliable
source that there has only been one known case EF homo-~
sexuality in the Delta, and it was between an Eskimo youth
and a member of the Canadian Armed Forces. Hence, it can

be said that deviant behaviour in Lhis regard does not

exist.

ADMINISTRATIVE VIEW ~ NATIVE VIEW

Niehoff, in speaking of underdeveloped areas,
points cut that "the advisor must be introduced to the study
of change from a socioculture point of view. He is already
committed to the necessity for change.....he needs to
understand how it (change) can take place within other

(]

sociocultural systems.' The teacher is not alone in
being ignoranrt of the native culture, and most government
personnel are in the same category. Like the teachers, the

adwinistrators need orientation prior te being sent morth,.

1A-m. IrVin, 1968, pol7u

- 28 .H. Niehoff, 1966, p.5
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(Area Adwinistrators do have some training prior to
arrival, but to me, it is not nearly sufficient) Added to
this was the fact that not one government administrator
gould give me a clear answer as to what the official policy
for the north actually was. Perhaps such a policy does
not exist « if this be the case, then it is time that some
guidelines were formulated.

Many civil servants in the Delta are dedicated to
the task, and give their utmost effort - many are not.
Some regard the north as & stepping-stone to the upper levels
of civil servant hizrarchy. Ffor many, when they will be
leaving the north is the main topic of conversation. This
attitude adds fuel to an alieady well-fannod fire.

One administrator told me that his solution to the
native problem was to ship every man, womsn and child
living north of the Arctic Circle to Southern Canada, as
facilities such as schools, hospitals and the like would not
have to be duplicated in the north. He wanted a forced
integration of these people into the happy, non-discriminatory
equal-~opportunity area of metropolitan Canada. Ancther said
that "The man who pays the piper calls the tune.” and as the
sputhern Canadian taxpayer is paying the piper, he should
call not only the tune, but the method of dancing. It is
true that much of the money for northern development does
come from the southern taxpayer - it is equally true

that most taxpayers are in total ignorance
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of the north. It should be borne in mind that, "modern-
ization efforts are by definition in basic conflict with
traditional ideas, customs, and techniques. The forces
of conservatism are strong bacause however poor the local
conditions of life may be, it is a successful adaptation
which enables the people to get by."1 Many government
representatives would do well to remember this fact, as
adaptation to a completely new way of life will take time
and patience on their behalf,.

All personnel going north be they teachers,
administrators, police, or even part-time summer students,
should have some degree of orientation, even if it is limited
to reading "the Silent lLanguage."

The native view of "outside” reality comes Lo him
via £.B.C. radio, motion pictures, magazines, and those
representatives of the south who are there. The CBC, I feel
is doing an excellent job of acculturation. On the other
hand, motion pictures give little insight into the "real”
world., As many natives have great difficulty in reading
English, (many cannot read at all) magazines do very litile

to further their knowledge of the "outside” world.

1
C.M. Arnesberg and A.H. Nichoff, 1966, p.82

2E.T. Hall, 1966,
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The majority of whites that are there from the south
are anything but a normal representation of a southern way
of life. Scme are there to escape from financial, marital
or alcohol problems. Some seek sdventure and a new way of
life - some go with a genuine desire to help - some go for
research. But, with exceptions, such people are not
representative of a nine-to~five, worry about the mortgage,
weekend at the cottage, upward - and - onward way of life.
They are abrnormal in this sense. The natives are tbus
exposed to those.who, while they are from the south, are
not truly representative of the south. Henve, the native
view of “outside" is rather hazy.

Howzver, while "outside” may be a nebulous concept,
the settlement can be viswed in concrete terms. Most
natives hold a negative view of settlement life, and this
is particularly true in the case of Inuvik. The settlements
are felt to be an impersonal "white-man's" world. "The
town-dwelling native people have feelings of ‘'relative
deprivation' when they compare their living conditions with
the living conditions of the transients, for whom urban
services are provided with comparative liberality"

The natives, while perhaps unable Lo articulate the

1
A.M. Ervin, 1968, p.7,
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"native~white" dichotomy, can certainly see the rift.
Many are becoming more and more dissatisfied with what they

SEE .
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CONCLUSTON

The first section of this thesis presented an
overview of Arctic culture - the facts themselves are a
conclusion. It would indeed by gratifying to say that
the Dorset-Thule transition was a peaceful one; or, that
Denbigh-Dorset was one of great conflict. This cannot be
said for the simple reason that we just don't know, It
would even bhe more exciting to conclude by stating that
a Dorset-.Thule culture trait continuum can be observed
in the modern Mackenzie Delta. Unfortunately this toco
lacks any archaeological support.

There is no evidence to suggest that hostility
occured hetwunen the various Eskimo cultures.’ Likewise,
no evidence is available to support the view that the
transitions were peaceful. In examining culture transition,
psychological hostility must be kept in mind. Unless
one is éble to view a group directly, or indirectly (via
written records, folklore and the like) it is difficult,
if not impossible, to determine the extent of mental
coercion. With the early Eskimo, no direct and very few
indirect-obseruations are avajilable,

Hence, the quesstions are numerous, the answers are
scarce., However, it has been valuable to review Arctic
culture from this broad perspective prior to examining a

" specific area, because it enables one to truly appreciate
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the vast gulf between old and new. Also, it illustrates
the fact that culture change is not a new phenomenon to the
Arctic. However, the chuange today is fer more rapid than
gever before. Further, by an understanding of the past,wes
perhaps may glean a more knowledgeable insight of the

present.,

In synthesizing the second section, that concerned
itself specifically with the Mackenzie Delta, more concretle
conclusions can be stated. The Delta, like a2ll Arctic
areas, is one of delicate balance., This man-land-mind
relationship can be epasily disturbed. 1t appears that the
Eskimo did not have the means to radically alter or destroy
the resource environment, and hence the balance was maint-
ained., The regional fauna and flora provided the basis for
life; today;such is not the case. With the arrival of
"outsidé" exploiters, the mental construct of the native
towards the physical and biogeographic landscape changed
drastically. 1In turn, the psychological environment was
likewise saltered, Where he had utilized the renewable
resource base, he now exploited it.

The first, more-or-less permanent, white residents
went to the Deltue with the sole purpose of exploiting this
rich fur area. Like the traders, the whaling crews that

» followed were only interested in the dollar return from
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their investment. Maximum profit from minimal capital
outlay appears to have been the matto of these early
entreprenesurs, particularly the whalers., There was neither
concern nor regard for either the human or physical environ-
ment. While this intervention by the two commercial
activities radically altered the native mores and values,
he was still able to maintain many of his traditional norms.
This was possible because neither whaler Aor trader was
concerned with the native ideology. Hence, while disruption
did occur, the man-land relationship remained, although,
to be sure, this relationship was far different than it .had
previously been.

During this period the nucleus of settlement develap-
ment occured. However, the indigenous population still-
remained very much a migrant bush people, visiting the
trading posts only three or four times a year. Of the Delta
settlements, only Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk were chosen bocause
of specific site characteristics. For example, Tuktoyaktuk
is the first site east of Herschel Island that is endowed
with a deep water harbour. As detailed earlisr, Inuvik had
to meet specific site requirements., 0On the other hand, the
posts at Fort McPherson, Aklavik, Baillie Island and
Kittigazuit were selected more for their contiguous location
to the resource being exploited than for specific site

‘advantages. It is true that both Fort McPherson and Aklavik
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were relocated in order to improve the site characteristics.
However, in bhoth instances, regional location was still of
greater importance than site advantage. This is not to
suggest that there was no burpase for the creation of posts,
but rather, such posts could have been established elsewhere
other than at their specific sites. This also holds true
for Reindeer Station which could probably have been established
at any one of a number of easily =accessible sites within
the reindeer grazing reserve. Hence, the early "outsider"”
in the Delta selected as their location, & point from which
exploitation could best be accomplished. If the demand or
the supply decreased to the exlent whereby expenditures
outweighed profits, the operation came to a halt (as was
the case at Hurschel Island, Baillie Island, and Kittigazuit)

Religion, in the form of Roman Catholicism and
Anglicanism, became firmly established shortly after the
trading posts emerged. The church Qas the first oréanization
concerned with changing the native ideoloqy. Hence, their
function was far different than that of the earlier traders
or whalers. Fdr over half a century the whalers have been
absent from the Delta. This church-trader duo was joined,
eventually, by the Canadian Government. The government had,
from time to time, dabbled in the north, however, such
intervention was ralher sporadic, It was not until 1853

- and the creation of ths Department of Northern Affairs and
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National Resources that any intense government involvement
occured. Why did the federal government finally decide to
become involved?

Perhaps the St. Laurent administration of the time,
as have governments since, had a “vision" of northern
greatness. The reasons are probably manifold, but I feel
that two of them are linked to the words ﬁembarrassmant“
and "potential®. Embarrassment, because so little had been
done for our northern peoples. Potentizl, because perhaps,
there were millions in natural resources lurking just
beneath the permafrost. 1In addition, it appears as if
there was concern over the qguestion of sovereignty. Perhaps
it was felt that Canadian control over hgir Arctic domain
could best be maintained by greater involvement. UWhatever
the reasons,the central government is now very much involved
in the north. The lack of 2 policy does not sevem to deter
them from pressing ahead.

As can be seen, a comﬁercial-church«state seguence
has evnlved. It is interesting to speculate what would have
occured had the north been void of an exploitable resource.
Commercial ventures would obviously have looked, and then
retreated just as quickly. The church would probably have
become involved but to a far lesser extent. As for
government involvmaent, this would depend to a large extent

-on the political, social and economic climate of the times.
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For example, had Canada been deeply involved in a major war
in the 1950°'s, I seriously doubt that a Department of
Northern Affajirs and National Resources would have come into
being., However, in time, éovernment intervention would have
occured, but as to its marginality or intensity, it is
difficult to speculate,

With the involvement of government came the bureau-
cratic orgasnization of schools, hospitals and other services
that had been rather limited and dispersed. Permanent settle-
ment living became the rule, not the exception. This in turn
engendered social upheaval on a grand scale that has, is,
and will continue, to be the major problem of the Delta.
What can be done to ease the conflict during this difficult
period of cultural adjustment?

To begin, a definite govevnment policy should be
formulated for northern develeopment. This is not to suggest
a rigid programme, but rather, one that will allow for
change when change is nccessary. The innovators. should be
made well aware of their role, and equally important, they
should understand native reaction to new innovations. There
must be mutual co~operation between native and white, and
this can only occur through education of each by the other.
Decision-makers, both in the field and in 0Ottawa, should

attempt to pave a more comfortable road to goal achievement.
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The most pressing problem is that of the existing
soclial conditions. Government, at this juncture, should be
concerned primarily with applied research -~ research that
can be utilized within the next decade. The socio-~geographic
fuch of the research thal is now being conducted may well be
intellectually stimulating, but has little, if any, dirsct
application to the major problem of the Dglta. |

Exploralion of the non-renswable resource-base
should be left, by and large, to private enterprise. However,
the government should encourage and assist such undertakings
whenever possible, beocause in the long term analysis, the
future of the north will depend upon economic development.
The Delta natives must not be considered an an unwanted obstacle
in the path of progress. Instead, they should be encouraged
to fully participate in the social, economic, and political

development of their homeland.

It is inevitable that the old way of life
will disappear. Neither white nor native
can retreat, Mistakes have, are, and will
be made - hopefully we will bencfit from

them.
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