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HF; pUI'posn of this Ttlf:"?sj s is tl'wfuld. ffrst, 

Arctic A~8rica and Greenland will be discussed in terms of 

cultufG h.istory. Four basic qU9stiom; IlJill be d8i:l1t tuith 

concerning the Eskimo. They are: where did the Eskimo 

come from; why did they come; how did th~y come; and, once 

brief (j\"EHvi Ell) \);111 b:J pr'eserd:ed of e;:lrly fflan in Ulf.'! ~Jeul 

S 8 C t jon I I Lli i } 1 rn 0 ve f r [) m t h f' 9 (-' n G ;.' D 1 t CJ the s p r:: c 5 f j c • 

Til 8 r.1 a eke n z i Co! D 8 1 t a i n tile t'W s t r! r r1 C <:! n D c15 r~ n J.\ T' C tic l)J I 11 h C' 

t h EI en' p a 0 f stu d Y • T h f: [) e 1 t.;; ~, f CJ 11 0 Lui n 9 cl b r :i. G f d j f. C lJ!': si () Ii 

The ma i f1 top j cst 0 b ('1 rl is C lJ::C' S n d 

8l'l?: Barlyexplorc)U.ollj th'" d8velopr~;:,nt of sottler,ionts; 

and, t h c" p r u~ (', n t cuI t u? aIm i U. (> Ll • P r i u f t (') e >: 2; rn i rl i n 9 

clIlll)re I and cuI tur8 ChriiigO I a fE-HlJ th8orcLi.c21 modD} S 

de~lljng l'J.i th culture tJ.iill b8 prosenterJ. 

i 
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PIS outlined in tIl(' abSt.rClct, Soction I of this 

thr::JSl~"~ luill 8;wrnine the FloVelllElnt of Esldrnos firE,t of all 

into the: r']f3VI i).JDrld, ann latt:r, bet!l!oen l\laska and Greenland. 

The vm:ious cult.ure stages that have developed from earliest 

tinlRS to the present vlill bc-:: discussed. BclsicFJ].ly, a 

general oV8I'viOtv of the p80tJle and the culturo, !'\!ill be 

the foremost aim ~ r' 
UI this sf:3ction. 

T h ~j (\ r eLi c v! i t. h j b; h cd S h c 1 i rn (:) to, 15 IT'i ted r 8 sou r C 8 S I 

and contr~stjng environmont, is homo for 8 group of people 

c,:d]yd U"','''. Eskirr\c. Currently, thlOfe enG i"li',Jy c:bout. SO,OO(] 
1 

of such poop]e in the world. They Jive in four differont 

{\ b 0 utI I S C1 0 0 f Hw mar 8 i n R 1I2 S j c~ i bet~oRn 15,000 2n~ 

70 J [JOD in Uw L:n.i t.(~d St8tef,; Gt'8Dnland h~3S nEar 1;1 30, ODD j 

2 
fl fl d, .i. n [(.\ rl Ci cJ 2~, (-} P pro >: i r.l a l col y 12 J Cl CJ 0 • T h 8 If.I D I' d ''[ ~, kim C1 " 

m 8 (J n!:', " (1(1 t C r S Cl f r a liJ f le~; h " • It is an English corruption, 
3 

Early FFHl in the> ~!fc!l\! liJorlri l!Ji11 UP bricf'Jy exar',iilFd 

b 8 r 0 r;:1 p l' 0 C02 [~i n 9 fur t h u r . 

) I II c . '- I 
- • \ G ... 1 rj"" ~_ L.1 1966, p. J 1. 

2 11,.1.(1, flP.11-12 • 

. 3V~rl C'-f'D'l0~1 (nrl ) ,- l ' I ... ) l, ,_, t ..... ' t.... \ C"'", • t 19Ci5, p.l. 



~3n's occu~ancy of tho ~C~ World is very much 

involvpc! !!!it.h the advance anG I8trC<:'1t of ice t.hclt. occurod 

in the> Plc,d f,tocone fJ81'iocl. DUY'.i.ng the Ple:i.stocenE? th€:!I'e 

were four mHjor advanC8s and retreats of the ice sheet. 

~ejth0r advance nor retreat was uniform; instsad, theI'e 

were irregular movements within each of the four major 

stages. Wisconsin, the name given the last glbci8t.ion, 
1 

lasted about 8[1,0[10 Y!Jc . .n::'s. r t, i s wit h i f1 t his JJ j S co m:o :i. Ii 

TherE:! ahoL1r,dE, ,,1 mul ti tude of aI QlIff1Snt::: conc8rnir~g 

man'f' ent;'y into tho r0f-ll<' L"r)rld both 8S to cbte, clnu ruute 

SO,OOO ELP. 

U lee 0 n ti n (0 n t. L! ere' l' e 21 t, [J utI 5 , 00 (l y C! C \ r s () Q 0 1 all h l' U C h 
2 

1 f t -- 1 I " r' 1 (1 C r: t '-: _ !: '_-;' - i _~ J U ... ) , p.6oS. 

2 u ,,,, ,.! (,<, (pr! ) I I LJ LlJ ..... ~ '-.' '- -,. t 

3 



J r r.~ 2. fl a I r i \I (;; rJ d uri n 9 t 1-1 [] e <::1 r 1 y stell] (~ f:. 0 f the 

LiJ i s C 0 f"I Din ,or cJ uri n 9 t h Gin t u l' 91 ;OJ c i 8.1 P (3 r .i. 0 d P rio r t 0 j t 

v i 0 t h ('J [) !OJ r i n 9 S t r a it, h [3 C tJU 3. d h a v e LV 0 1 ked 0 n a 1 c\ r-: cl 

b r i cl got 0 t. h F: r~ 8 \,\I L' lor 1 d • T h 8 floor 0 f tlle 8 (3 l' i n 9 S 8(:: i s 

one 0 f the rn 11 s t 1 e \! 8 1 i r 1 t h 8 liJCJ r 1 cJ " l'J i the s lop 8 if fl 0 m 0 r e 
1 

than thrfJ8 or four inches to thE' rrlile." [;i \IBn the smoothness 

of tho area plus the rt:Jlatiw>ly shslloUJ depth (rnaximurll 

depth of 180 feet) of the Bering Sea, it_ is hence hypoth~sized 

th':lt. this rogion lvae, ico froe as the Wisconsin ic,~ sh~E-t 

comp18tely empty the Strait. 

gl (1 ci t~r 9r mil an rl the 0 CE,c; fI J>'; Ct! ele d, 2:l rl E; ver I broC"lciBI' hi C;1ll'Jc' j' 

L\I C 5 r (l v (:; ~d cdc t thE' G e r i n 9 ~) t. r a.i t. lIJi t h Co seD •• ) e \f EO: 1 f ~d_ J 

o for 11 y 1 SO f c (~t I t h 8 b rid ~18 C () fl n E:1 C tin ~J U w tur- con U. n tJ n L ~' 
2 

mu~~t h2..:\lI.; uroen rwarly 7Cl[] m.ilf1s llJide." f; :-:]:,:~[~ f9~ds tha.t 

this tundra lar:d·.bric;~;:_" W2S liJt'll OV8r 1,[lOO rn5_18~ wiele 
3 

It is ~trongly f21t by m8ny thut 

hen:: d.i.~;ppr~ecl sOL:th .i.ntD th8 interior. llJhy he moved 

sou t his eli f fi c u 1 t to (j r1;,; lIJ'? r • Per h a fJ oS t h t' p u I' S II j tor t.~ 

2-Yh5c3; p.2f,lr. 

3,..., ._ " _._ 
I 1 ...... ' _I. "I ~ ~. , 19G~j, p.833. 
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rn j 9 red, ;j r y r n 0 (: sup ply l'18 s 0 fi 9 D f the rna j 0 r 1:' 8 (J SOli S • {\ s t 0 

his routE>., tlli9 lElodb to much dE.'bate. Parh,,~ps the Yukon 

R i V eH' - t'] e s L t () the f,': Cl C k f:1 n z ie, 8 n d t h c:: n sou t. ~'I: 0 r, t. h 0 

cor r i. cJ 0 r b n t UJe e f\ t. h 8 Co a s t R cHi 9 e and t h 8 E u s tF; l' n C ij n a cl ian 

Rocki8~3: or, 2\ third e~ltern8.tive is a Lvater route follol'Jing 

th(~ UJast COfJe,t,. HOV'8\/er, thE LVatp,r route viCl the Illest 

coast i~: a tenuous one i r for no other rF-'.dSOfl than thEl 

gr8at nav5 gClUonal ~;kills thc;t l)J(Juld be x-E,quired if such 

c\ V (3 n t \J r t! ((J rn 0 t n ~; u c C t~ t-J d • V en- i 0 usa LJ t 110 r s S U IJ fW r t v (} r i n LJ ~, 

and / 0 r m u 1 t. i p 1 9 r 0 utE.! S • {\ s m (I r e 2. x' c h a f3 0 1. 0 Q i c 3.1 lW l' k i s 

d G rt [3 LIJ 8 l.l i 11 get. c 1 'J S E' tot h e Lc u t;, f cl. rv! 3 t P r 8;> (Hi t 8 go n rJ 

d 8 2.1 J. 0 f t h (l J. :i. t etc, t U L' 8 i s bas 2 don s pee u 1 a t ion J a 1 t Ii 0 U Q 11 

I hasten tu add, slJch sl-:-18cult·,tion is often l'Jell thougLt out.. 

J (-'II ~~ 0 t h 5. n k t kl t 5. n a 11 p} (] b a b i 1 i t y a 9 r u.' t cJ 8 21 1 0 f t h c" 

history ~n~; t'O(-;(1 buried under 2: hundred feet or so of water I 

and pcrtl<::p~; ,In equ2] amount of ~3l dj mont. 

Inc n 'l 8 \/ e r 1 t, j t 1 f: l' e 1. Cl t. i IJ C, 1 Y S c\ f (; t. 0 ScI 'j t hat fII d II 

h a ~, bee r! i nth,' N G liJ l'l CJ r 1 d for cj t. 1 e a s t 1 G , 0 0 0 y 8 8. r~" a n c: 

t h 8. t 2\ h i 9 h 1 y P I () b Cl b leI' 0 LJ t 8 i s v 5. a t h (; the n c >< 5. s tin 9 

o 8 r i f1 9 5 h' cd t 1 a fl[J - b rid 9 Q • On the othr:-n h3nd I the [sld.rlo 

by n1cHIY that h:3 l'J:".tS here Cit a clc',t8 86T.'lh'r -than th5.~,. The 

q lies t ion~; a r 8 () tJ \I i u us. tlj h Y did t h 8 E ski lilO com ~~ ; V,! h EH e did 

he cor,IS from; h cm did h CJ 9 D t 1 WI' 8 : and () n -:~ 8 f-w 1.' C I VJ h (~ t 

.hLlppened to '-1- • • 
filU qU2s'Clcns ('1 Ie 8cl~;y - the 811 S l'JD r s 

d i, f f J c:: I]. t • 
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SEn'JUG 

It is best to first make claar where the Arctic is. 

8 Y Eo (-1 Y .i n 9 t hat i tis t hat a I' (0] c, nor tho f 6 G·1 0 nell' t h 1 a tit 1I de 

IE' to orLit much of the Arctic (such as tho Hudson Bc)y ~U'()aSI 

or thF.! f;(juLhcrn sGction of GreE'nland). A bt~tt8I" mf"'"thCJd of 

deUneaUoli is the 50 0 r July i~)othel"f!:. This thpn includes 

the climatic, veg9tatlv8, and Hnimbl life that is associated 

wit.h the (I,retic. Clir:l(1tically thQ three 1f1c:tin feGtures era 

long eolei lIJinter~,) short cool summers, end litth' pr8c:i.pit(~t.:i.on. 

t r pel i n 8 (j n d h l:H, C e v c: get. a U. 0 n is 1 i mit E cI t Cl S cr' u b 9 r Cd l
.: t h , 

and a wide varioty of lichen. Dr. PorsiJJ points out that, 

rlrcU.c ,-1[lei a\:.luut 500 of these are fuund in t.hD Cc~n(:}d.i.cn 
1 

f'lrct.ic" 

bot h cl fllO lin t- 2.t n d v 81" i e t y • 

life, Dr. T(]n;:~r li[;\,s the folJcJ\\Jing: "T1I8r8 ClrE th8 ma~)kccl 

"" I I 'I r·'· t ( ! ) .1\ • .)[,11' .. 11 8( <, J 



l1leclcJ011j voID, arctic hcH'P, muskC1X (perhaps 10,(00), box-rull 
1 

9 r 0 u n d car i b 0 U (p e r' h a r s 2 5 (1 J 0 (j 0 ) " A c c () r d .i. n 9 t (] T u c k , 

7 

"thel'P are about oighty species of birds known to bl'Ewd irl 

total number of spoc.i.es inhabiting the Nort.h /-\f1ltJricorl 
2 

continent." Although insects d8croa~8 l1l~rkedly beyond 

the t r f3 (3 li n 8 J t h 8 tun d r a d [J e 5 ~3 up P 0 r t a !;J j de v 21 r I e t y 0 f 

such life. Dr. Froeman points out that, "The insects oF" 

r\' [/ r the r n Can a cl a are a b U fI d (} n Lbo t h inn u i~~:; Q r 0 f cU. f fer e Il t 

SpSc5.8S c-1fld often in the nLmbsr of a p2rU cular kind ----

jus t S 0 lJ tho r the t r £.; 8 1 i net he i.' 8 arE: ('j b 0 u t 1 iJ f (1 COs ~I E' C 5J 

3 
s P >; c.i (' s ," C e r t a i ["\ 0 f the s 8 for- In S 0 f 1 5. r f? ::' ;. . r (i t C' nor t f I 

5.nhuLiL'llts. 

qUf?EtjDIlS. 

1 T ~J c; •. , ( , \ 
_ • I J. ... fl' 1 t. n \ e u • ) , 



liJ~I~~LC DJu Tr1C ES;~II"~ l CI"):, [ F~CI«? 
------.--~----.-------------,...- .. ----

') 
u 

mc,i'), ,::~choJ2'rs fe}t th2t the:' C:s!drno iJ!of:: 0 group 0: i",fT!c!r5u.:n 

that) '-tU~] CC'li);}~lt. pCtint t,C) ;,jny fJ~-O~~)(.l~~:1.C~ c}r1cr::[,tr/ l"5thifl 
1 

;\ f:1 ,_" rIc;; i U-~ '" 1 f • ,: 

2 
his rsJ8tic noighhour. 

lJirc1c;, j~, 

1 D. 

3 l , r- (' I f) 
.' 1,.1. ,'I=-C'fl(;,)J', ~.-. 

rl", n p .. --..) I " • 

'1! ~-,~, 
L.' , 

c 
" C) 

3 
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There is an j !llpI't}ssi ve list 0 f arLi f<:'et~, lha L f:! >;hi bi t an 

ThfH8 orr> 

some notievb]e physiulogical attributes that sots th2 

Eskimo aprnt fronl the Indian of {\fllf.Hies, and at th8 S<}fT)8 

t.i ffl C 1 ink ~; h.i IP to a ri: () n 9 Cl 10 i cJ CJ r .i (]:t n • {\ C cor din 9 to H 0 0 ton, 

"cr<:Hlioln]ically t.he skulls of lrJestern [~;kirnos DrfJ to iTlE! 

i n dis tin fJ l.d. S h <:1 h 1 ('l f r (I rr t h n s n () f t h f'~ C h u k chi, t h ,::; i r n E! EH' est 

neighbours on the Asiatic side ••••• taking overy thing 

togethnr, it Seeil1f· to m8 thi-lt thn Eskimo elr8 the most 

clo<Hly r~rJn(JoJ.oid in thoir Clffird.i.,5,t:,s of <:111 the (I {fi(Hic2ifl 

1 
r8cn." 'r. 

J8nnp,ss providHs f.IH.1H further ViF:l'J[!oint'C· that try 

to 8 S b", b 1 j ~~ h eJ c eJil n 8 C U. 0 n b p t [I.' fltJrl c; k u 11 s f 0 un d "d. C han c e 1 c: de 

porioo th21t Ci:tT"l be cOr.lp;:1l'ccl fCl\ioul'(-..ihl)' with the [t":>kifllO skull. 

On thA olher h3neJ s Hrdlicka r~pls thsl the oriainal stoc~ 

IlleJ.' R flHHI5. Ufn 0 r ro un cl-h8,}ded <.1 nel dE" vc 1 0 pc d i ts cJ~J 1 i cho ell ph(:~] i c 

" /. 
sub ,- t Y P El j n (, ret j r; [I f" tH' i ca. f~ 1I t, ass 0 CJ n a s y 0 lJ i n t r [I due n 

environment ~nd food conditions as a det8rminHnt of physical 

developmfmt, ,1 b;:'I'rc(j8 of aj~gurn8nts 2lpp8<:r on both ~;ici'?s 

of the f(,;ncr~. For 8>:ump18, Hcnp feels th21t j n mi ddle 

1[) Jnn'lc,rr l07~ r lr? " t;, • .:-- ,-' ~ _) ••. .1...... ,J ... ,) ~~ • 

*alz;o [:,F'8 ~Jscft:Lnsky, 1964. 

/.Ib" r 77" lOs .,1 :'. 
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W8fO dc:voltlpillg cHI arl~Jptat.jC1n tn t.ho cold~ and feels that 

man's cunquDst of tilA ftl'ctic c(')n be traced b2C+ to that 

t i In 8 • f\ s ttw [ ~: k i ITI a i s 9 (! n 8 r (1 11 Y s h II l' t (3 n d f, toe k y t Ii E: Y 

have 8 lowercd ratio of skin h~at tu body mass Bnd honee 

body hsat is radiated to 8 lesser extHnt. Further protection 

from til0 cold comes from a lih8ral fleshy covering of the 

f DC e, B n t::H' '(' 0 J.jJ n a ScI p a E; 5 cJ(J R, and fl Ij e r y 1 [) L\J b rid (J t.< rl n 0':, e • 1 

Hordgrn::H-lfl poInts out that jn cold cJir<l2Jlo[; tho 2.mount of 

body area exposed to air is docf80sed hy the f6ct that 

could h[1\/(3 :,UI'ViV8d un~11t81't;d u\'()1' frofil 2,000 to 2CJ,ODO 

fir s 1:. P CI P u J 2\ ted (:j n rJ tho Y s t i JIG CJ n tin U 8 t [J 0 C C i.I t • Rae e !:; 

"".,'''-' rIot c:t"h1f' ,,7 TI')("'rr-. J'<' (,.! ,l.. t ~ ..... ' ~ c' ......... ;. ~. c; ... ") 1: h e ~' 

-----------
1 I ~, • I ~ f C 't' ( ') ]or-:: r:r) ,1m]. II 80. I ,;,UU, p.~l. • 

. .2 J. J. 
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features more pronounced in different snctions of the Arctic 

Luh8r1 food concJiUons are quite simi12n? rUlei more irnportcHlt, 

why are such features morn ~ppDrnnt in the ma19 than the 

femaIo? On the on8 h21nd there is data to SUgg8St that 

some physioloQic~l adaptations to a cold climate have taken 

place. Perh6ps specificareas did contribute to a differ-

e n t a tj. CH i, but my fee 1 i n gsa r 8 t hat t h [') Est: i rn CJ had sue h 

attribut.es prior to ard\l.i.ng in tho r'~8[l; WClrlrl and that such 

f e c\ t lJ r p, s m:3 y h <-'IV io: b 8 0 n mod j f i (l d s 1 i 9 h t 1 y by 8 n vir (J n m [! n b·il 

b8sic vieu] is Hild["s findin(J~~ <If; Director of the D'.:Jfonsc 

"therE' if, flO oouht that SUI'vjl}c.ll of rr,;:."n in t.he:! {Il'ctic is 

lil i the] 0 t h j n g, Hi j t h h (J cj t, ,:\ ncr lie i '-:. h s h (}]. t e r, an cl rio t b r~ C ? I.: :-" 8 

h () i ~~ p r I )' S 5. (I 1 0 9 icc J 1. Y (j d 2, D L G ci t. 0 S U T' V i ve sue h 8 X t r (.; fil8 CO J d . II 

rrolJchen thinks thct trw E~;kimo origJnoted .i.n 

north8~stBrn Slberi8, but th~t traces of thpir o1'igin81 

culture is nOI'J cO\./Bred by tho ArctJc [lc8Lln.
2 

{IS mCf1tiofleci, 

t h 2 (-i r C) II r,1::, n t ~, f:l 0 0 n, (-" f1 cJ c) n, Cl n d 1 itt 10 5. n f D l' m 2: t :i 0 n c~: rib t~ 

"--------------------_ .. _._--_._------
1r f': er,-I.I, ( rl \ 1('" c-n • .." ~ ) \ III 'v' \ \ (' - • j, . ..' '-J ~ f p....).:. 

,2p ~)'EIUC'I-I~rl IOCl '? r~]O 
• 1 _.' - r., _' . J. J c ,.". 

1 



Am0ricdn stocl" and Hll evidence points to a migrbtion 

from I\S}L1. 

To this question there appears to bo no anSW8r. 

As to their orir;in arlo adoptat:L(jn it has bOfln spell that 

very fo.v! authors e\fen SUggF3St a refi~Cln. r r C LJ C hen t hi n!( s 

t h C1 t the y pro h c.~ b 1 y r.1 j 9 r i1"lJ' (J d u C~ tot h E' P CJ P U 1. f1 Li 0 n 0 f 

" 1 I l~ i cl I i_I. 1 SI • 

1 
north. E~lJt, ann 

12 
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for C D cI t. It 8 E £ k i rn 0 torn i 9 r (-\ t. 0 • H 0 VI U V n 1', I f EO! S 1 t h (J t. the r 8 

W lJ S a S G r i (l S 0 r 8 V C~ n t s t 1-1 (\ t Pi' n C i pit 8 t e cl t h 1'1 r,Ji 9 r C:l t ion, and 

t fW ~. E! for C iC) S rn <l y n EJ vcr rea 11 y be k n 0 VJri • 

His mot. hod 0 f t ran ~; p 0 r t tot h [, f~ 8 ,'j L:J 0 l' 1 cI iss u t::; j D C t 

tom u c , I ~. pee u 1 Cl Li 0 n (} n dis tie ci i n ton LI fl1 (J :c 0 IJ ~, 0 t h f:~ r f 0 C t.1l r s • 

To bngin f bofol'£? ont! can <-,scerted n hOH! he rnigrwLed UIU 

that 1[' 21rF!ctly hocl c!f?velopcci (3 l:lOd'2J of l'JdUn tri:.;n,,:~port. 

C1 n cI he; s b [! f' n fur a vcr y 1 (] i1 9 Li r ,0] • 

I f lIe 

CcJr!i(-' duri.n'::J ri'Clst -LirJlGs of ttll; JJisccn.si.rl hE:' COlild 11UVC t':cd h-!d 

jcc It js knU'J5fl t~'Clt "tl1f::! roplc i l'ise of 3G2t.-·lc:!\/Gl bE'g~)n 

5,[l[)Q lend 

-----------_._----_. -------------------.----
1 D ['" l , c' I, • r. , 

II • n (l j J:- 1 l ' ~) J 



l;ri dgr~ for th8 laE' t time be h.'oerl 1 ° J OCO and 11,0[10 year s 

1 
ago. It 

C ,)0 , bctwGon 7,000 and 11,000 S.P., thera wa~ water 

14 

i nth 8 S t r ~ it, but i t m a JI VJ 9 11 h a \} e be 8 n ~) h a 11 (J [)J 8 no ugh t 0 

permi t fro8zing tCJ occur rifjht to tho l::,ottDr:I for much of 

the ye:u, and if this did occur then he could have l\;alkt:~d 

across to r\l()~~ka on this ice-bridge during tho winbn rnonthb. 

If h8 arrived later than 7,000 D.P. then he alillost 

had to come vicl a 1!19anS of lvater transport beCeJuse oncE' 

sufficicJlt I.vat.er is ill the Strait then tide 2nd currenL 

cH:tion heave anu crack Bering Strait. ice in winter months 

forn: in such a way 8S to meko a crossing possible .0 ... 

tv h i 1 G i tis e rl tj r 81 y po S, ~; i tIe t hat 0 C cas i una 1 c r 0 S sin 9 s 

from the main12nd to the isl~nds, or even from mainl~nd to 

n:ain12Jlld, have besll rncdo un th8 iCG, It is cJ dCJng,]l'DUS 

jDurney ond it. is not lik"Jy to hU'J8 bEen a COrnrllClI"! proc0;(h'1'8 

at 
'2 

an)' tim c? • " rl e nee J an ico-bri~ge TDute is 

kay:-}t< 1',','\S in full usc:; in Alaska, but it is not too elsa!' 

If It oceured in Si~eri2l. 

An'Jth'.::'I' ViClll tlwL is Lvorth fnentioning is tile idoc1 

that he Cc:XIi? during the perioci L',:\I'.?n it l(!C'['.PCJssilJ],t,' to 

------,,_ .. --,-----------------------'"-------------,---
1 Ibid , p.1527. 

2 0 • Lenchn:8n, 1 g!~g I p. 1",:-',. 
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cross via a 18nrl-hridge. Once here, ho lived in a rnountcd,n 

vaJley area wh8~e ha lived off of avai12ble animal life. 

rl 5 the L;J i s con sin !' 8 t r 8 ate d t h D t r D 8 1 in 8 pre s u rna b 1 y a d vcr J cod, 

2md the Indians from the ~;outh rushecJ north ,:1t a speed 

rolativ8 to that of the trees. This eventually lpd to 

con b't c t I w t lA.' [~ e nth e t UJ 0 and h 0 s til i t y 0 C C LJ r e cJ • The E sid Hi 0 

tlJ,:lS dri V[dl north to a sea shorE:: locat.ion Id18I'e hE:) 1~le:S 

fur cell to a dupL a UJ(] Y 0 f 1 i fe goa r od med.n 1)' to the 8 xploi t·-

a t ion 0 f 0 c (3 2, n fIl cl f:1fI!C"' 1 san d f ish. 0 cd, a i s lac kin 9 t 0 sup !J 0 r t. 

th.:<, vi ell.! but nonf~ thc' lr:;ss it is an ir!tcI"8~,ti[)g concept. 

E vi ri E' n C (3 cl a t G 5 [ ski rn 0, 0 r pre - [ s ld rn U elY'r.l v G 1 21 t 

bllt thi.r', is flot to sC!)' thcd~ h8 lliar, not ho1'o een-lier beCcJLJ~:e 

Pluch of thi~' E:01.'1i81" evidf;nc~," (if he luas here") coulcl nOll} 

I UJell!ld l.ikr:' to ~,Ugg8St, clthoLlUh ()(1 evic:enco is 

yet aVCii lCible to sll~'port fll)' Vi.Flllpoint I that /po; arri v8d 

~;onI8timlO' priur to 5,800 [J.P. but prnbc.\bly n:J-L earLier thclrJ 

11,onD C-:'P. This n!oans that 1-19 protJClb1y C2lrne by ~,Ctrne fUl'rfi 

r:~o1"e cJCI ta is C1 v8.i.1 Cl b.le to hGlp clflSIIJ8l' thi s que" ti on 

t h elf) \),);:) ~3 a v cd 1 () h 1 8 fen t Ii e p r per) to din 9 qUE:} S t ion s • H 0 1.1J 8 IJ P r , 

data by i t~~t=J.1 f j [; pr8cticc.Jlly fIl8clninglfJss, anrl hf::ll'€"J again 
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archaeology, and u!ill lll:l examined later i.n nlora df,tail. 

ThE? e~H'lif-,st kr!ol'Jn firlers are t.hose of the Capo Df:mlJigh 

Flint COlllplcD: 0[" north\\12st riluska dated at abo',Jt 5,000 ~3.p.1 

This culturo spr~ad ea~t reaching Greenland about 4,000 B.P. 

Thes9 east moving descendants of Lho Derlbigh culture are 

variously called Prc-Dorsot,r'~188o-[skimo, Sarqaq, Bnd this 

about 2,nnD S.P. pl'(!-Dur~~~~t lIJ,;,-, J:'eplacpr:i by CicJlsSC Culluru. 

I L,dl1 nOlil att81:1P:; to trace tll~~ trnnsi.Lioll fl"ePl 

" ... 
I I L r~ '-l',- - 1"r'7 - '. ,_. • L, ,L C' '_, 1 I I ~J E, I ,'-, ' J , p. 1 X • 
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relatIvely ~id2 seasonal v~riations. One of the really 

d iff j c u 1 t pro bIn 1:1 s fa c e d by the ant h r CJ pol r) 9 j f, t (3 n dar c h --

(18 (11 (1 9 is tis i n doc i din 9 a t LV 118 t poi n t E" k:i. 1[' Cl hi ,-' tor y h to gin s • 

For eX0mplo, th~r8 are finds in the interior of Alaska Bnd 

e Q r 1. i. f3 ~~ f:. cuI t II ref (11~1 ~J 8 (' r s t 0 be Cl I] 0 0 ci s t 211' tin 9 p ,:1 J n t :i n 

E " k i r.1 0 C ll). L u r f: rJ 8 eDt J S f3 t r ? c e f- (1 fit C cl n b E-) r 8 C 0 Q [l :l Z E? d c' ,; 

C12rifjcation must first b8 mads 

befolp p~nc88djng further. 

It is 
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Arctic ~)r1j,-iJl"'·Tool Traditiun intt;I'chClngeably. Tn eS8f-:nCe 

per J 0 d b P, COli e s 8 rn 8 fn b [H' 0 f t h 8 A I C tic ~, rn c\ 11 - T (}Cl 1 T r (-l d i t i 0 fI 

Gro lip. (I [!Jill use t.ho term Dpnbigh when def~ling lui th this 

per i 0 d r Cl the r t han (\ ret i C 5 fil co 11 _. To C! 1 T r(Hjj t i 0 11 ) 

There 6I'e sjtes, oth(~r t.han D8ilblg!1, in the It,est, 

t. woo f kd 1 i c h are To k u I( 8 n cl N c.: tv c. k r u uk, (i. f) t h 8 C1l:'- 8 C) 0 f 

} r:;)°L;7, 'Iv" ) "h"," '-'>'~'I.L··h'l·t .. ' •• ' j ...... • L c: t. to;, I ....... ~ en t i f (1 C t S similar to 

O ~, r" " ~ (1'1 1 t:: I L ~I- ::J I • UJ h pte 0 rn p l.i C H t 8 ~: those t 1)J CJ s.1. t 0 sis t h 8 f (:1 C t the t 

a 1 i f (' a f b nth hun t i fl gin 12" fie! u n i r : (j ] ~j and s £~ a HI () I:J fila 1 ~;, 8 ri cJ 

Denbigh, c)~; 

':> c::o " n "-" f· c:< l' r '1 1· 8 ',[ f'J " l') E: r (. I __ ) C-.. ...1 .{. ""', '- '-.. -' <:....;:) ~., 

? 
do (; oS the 11.0 r k d CJ n c; by H a ]' p Cl t. t c:1I< Fe' l' L (-1 k C! • 

1J r' (', r ')t)"lT C'-'d) l(1c,) 0 7n • r,. L C: 111 t'::.L c.-; _ J .;; l) t_, •• ~ :--1 It 

7 " E. 11211' f' J n J. [I:. C 2) In r. b c 11 (co d. ), ) <J G 2, p ~, • C 9 - 75 • 
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G 0 i n 9 !', t i ) 1 fur t. h e :r e (.1 ~' t, C1 f j r! 1 r! r (I r t y r r 0 rn the r\' 0 L i CJ n a 1 

1 
~:US['lUfil of Canad8 linked firids from Ivug.i.vik (e>:tr8f08 rlol,th,~ 

V,J2St Crll'nEH of' the llnLjovD Penin2LJ]a) to Oonbigh. Sites 81.:;0 

exist L)rl tho south sl.oro of [JDffiri Jslond c=:nd on Creenlond 

as well. The cd gin of Oenbigh j s unknoum, but "this 

co ril p 10 x h C1 S S 0 rll e e Ie jj; 8 n t s, not r' b 1 y a v (H i c t Y 0 f flu ted po 5. nt, 

probably derived from the Palaeo-eastern tradition to the 

south, but it is dominuted hy ~Gsolithic or persistent Lpper 

2 
Po 1<H30 lit hie f [) r m ~; r G rd n i see n t [) f t h 8 lil d )jcn] cI • T his 

b 0 1 i e v (~ t :--', Ci t rflll c h () f' D fJ r1 hi t;:l h [) r .:_ ~ j n 1 i c ~:. ), n t, Ii c ~J (J 1 a e (") 1 i t hie 

Cl n d Uw ;,', r~ ~, (J 1 i t hie p (} ri_ (1 cb () f t II r" i ~Jl' [c; ~ tan rl i J) the 

P eH 1 y r~ p 0 Ii l hi. c, S (-, Y C. ~JO 1I t L: 0 nll G. C., 0 f S j b c.' r i 3 • 3 :/ h j 1 <'! 

t Ii e f [) r G r IF; f1 t ion ':~ c! ~,i t e S (n n c! t h C' r f-, r; r 2 fl~ 0 r "') t, i c" t t Ii £! 5 S 

j ts inFlu2flc8 on lDtf"J:' E;tt1Q85 li;<:iS qui (,(3 profound. liTho 

f\ r c U. C ~-J fiI a 11 To () 1 t I' a ci:l tj CHi I 8 S poe i 8 11 y a s r E:: pre S f-' II tF, d tJ Y 

t h 8 D r3 n b i Cl h r-I i n teo rn'J 1 r x, tva s c h (1 rae to d, Z P, (i by sue h i rr p (] 1:' tan t 

I' 8 sol i t hie Dr I d / Cl l' Pc;] ,: [l 0 1 j 1. f-] jet r a it, S G S bur i n~, I s j cl 0 

b 1 c; ch ~, In i c r f) b] f:l rl e s, (3 f1 d C f) r e:3, b 1I t I" asp r (] b <:L b 1 Y r](J fi lor c 

~L:J.E. Tc1ylor in J.ii. C~3fllrlb"dl (pd.), ]96?, p:l.o,n-9L 

2 J Lj" I'" r ,. ] (' c c: P 1 r:." • r CJ t. il'.: d ~71 , ~ .-, 0 J ; • _ J ,.J • 

. 3 V" Il C '- f' " II '" [' 1 (" (J \ 1 () r:, (-(_" ... J L .' 1.:. ...~ _ I..j I!) t ..l _ _ J , 
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i U; .1 IT, P 1 e [;-J 8 fl t t. 0 P () 1 CJ 9 Y s u 9 9 8 f: t s t rn 'c 

[ U J~ a s J. (~ II r.';::o::, a ]. i t hie • {\ n L~ t. h e lcd, 8 rEs k .1. m 0 c Ll 1 t u res t 0 

Ijthic L'lroy of life but., in doing so, cnnLinucu t.o employ 

oft h e i r u ~) 8 tho usa n d S (J f Y e B r s e ;OJ r 1 i (; r i not. her p <:'1 I' t S G f 

1 
th'? v.lorlc!." Th(~ f02'in cH't:i.fccts tr!Lll. they 2)1'8 knDl!JI faT' 

tools I gC'lJqinr; l.!Jols J kni fe blBcJl'~i C'rld so on. {1If,OflQ thon; 

? 

B • P • 

H 0 lIW V 8 r, so rn e 0 f t Ii E' i r tee h f1 a log j cc11 t l' a i t~, C Eei l' r y 

OVEH' to th~! Dorsot elll tU}·~~. I tIs t 0 D 0 r ~~ \-0 t t h c, t v; D 1.1.' i 11 

noVJ turn. 

1 J. D. J ~m n j n iJ ~~, E. [.J 0 r b [J (; k ,et 2 1 I 1 9 G SIP • 9 D • 

'-2 V" C .... n "n c n 1 (,') 1 C'J C :: ,.., en ,J\",,', ,.'';._ ,80., .0), p.t'.. 
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Dr. Jen'lG~;S or the Ne(t.ional 

r,' use l! m 0 rCa n D d D cJ (] fin G d til .1. s n e IJJ cuI t u r t? i n 1 S 2 5 . H e 

called it Dorset as ~any of th~ a~tifacts CBm8 from Capo 

D 0 r s ~~ t 1 n sou -L h L'JE! ~) tor n 8 a f fin I s 1 a n CI • D 0 r s 8 tin d.i cat e s a 

continllu:[. of t.he eClst moving Pre···Dorsr:)t cultuu~. But, 

DcH' Sf: t itself app8!:~rs to have d8v8lopr~cJ in th~') r"O>:e 8asin 

Hudson S t red t. of the eastnrn Canc~di(Hi (l,rctic. 
1 As area 

to VJ h Y t his co [II P 1 Ie) x :3 r as e i ~o un k no to, n t but i t C <J n c e r t a i III Y 

jnVE,;ntol'Y of trlDt of cl(}~,~)ic Dorso'c. ••••• it is olc!rJr t.hGn 

Dorset sitEs end lacking m~ny of the traits of later Dorset 

cul·(.ure; i. t e >: h 1 \: its s e v 8 rei 1 s i 9 n i f j c () n t p (3 r a 11 e 1 s wit h 

t h", e 8 r 1 j' r~ n () U. t hie 0 r Sib Co ric 2' i : d 

as Coronution Gulf. It is important to note th~t it never 

pushed us fBr west as Pl~ska. I tal S 0 ~~ pre 0 rl a <:~ r a r ~J 0 r t 11 

--_ .. _-,,_ .. _--,--------- .-.---_._--"---

1[." r,cC)""-'" ],(.;r.- np 37" 7p7 • '1 •• Q L. , -' l_1 :J t t-" L _ ..... J U ...... 1 • 

,.2 J. D • .J n n n i r 1 'J~;, [. r\: lJ l' bee k C:' t u 1., 1 S G 5 s p. 90 • 
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~: 0 r t h urn P t; n i r 1'3 U 1 Cl a f r~ G I).! f a lJ i len c:. n d • Dorset peoplo utilized 

a variety of availabln food such as seal, walrus, polar 

baal', caribou, fox, rabbit, birds and fish,' 

sE'al cHld Vial rus lvere the rnc:i n stapl es aJ ong [lJi th c,n i bou. 

HOllJ8Ver, dlH::! to the size of t.hejr il1lplonir~nts, some authors 

presume that they depenckd he~Jvily on fish cind small sea 

rrl3mrr,als. 

hoats. 

lV2lS nut l~rW"!11 Lu thun. 

bouJdr:n.'s c.ne! cl\li:!JL,ble turf. (IE' the culturE) dC\l[~l'li='l?d, 
" 
~) 

fl, CJ s t r 8 8 1 U1 2.1 t 

Their 

llJ i the 2:1 r t h hen c h e ~) Ci 1 D n 9 the sid P l!J (j .1 J ~~, C1 fl d 2l r c .i S i:' cI 
L! 

sJeep:i.rlg arec: at tIle back. [,ost of t.heir ifi~ple:nl',)Ls \I.'':'1'U 

, I u 5. cJ I p. 1 0 7 • 

7" .", t 1 r .. ~ 
r\ a J [,] r (c L, ''', ri~ J L. I I I lCJSS, p.lS? 

3Jb.icl, p.J.91. 

" <'1 r' 0' , ) c,'" r: r. Il,Ut:j(-'L, . .../!_1 ..... ), p.373. 
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~.~,-"----

? ,/p, 

.. _----" , _______ --J 
Plan of a typical [),lj $('t h01l3C 
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riwrig of bone, i \/ory I qUijr t z, Che~l't., and Ch2tJ.c8riony, and one 

i rn p 1 8 ITI fH Its • 

inclucll'~ large hedclE!d h2irpoons unci lc:nccs luith opon sockets 

('1[lU polishf3c1 slatE' point::.; I l\ihlch W£H"8 only ~lladual.ly 

rep1Dcecl b}! thn smbll harpoon and chipped rUnt blades of 

the 1 ate r p 8 l' i C1 d ,.... P 8 cuI i (, r' t 0 f) 0 l' set C u 1 t u r 8 en '.? 

gouged holes .irl~:t8ccJ of drilled orv!s I C'1pjJ<Jl'8ntly ttlBY held 
1 

mdthcl' the bOl\l-clril1 nor bOl'J5, and 231'rOI)'s."-x Th(elY cJlso 

h 8 cJ llJ·.J r k s 0 r 8 r t. rn 0 cJ () f r () i11 b CJ rw ,1 n d ::; tor W VJ hie h t·!,::, r (' 

r J 0 r ~~ (; C (', J Ii" (:1 ":) k:c a r! 15. r; g~," c! (I d P n ~;.S j l: 1)" h 0 s til i t Y nee U l' E: (i 

C LJ 1 t u l' ('. a r reJ (j • 

The Dorsc~t p8oplcc:, if) tho E'D~;t rplied 1123vily 

1 K . ". 1 I ('" ., I 1'-' r: ('I ] 0 ~ , 21 J ;~'.1 r «(:1 .' •.• ~ 1 11':, (., 1 J ':;! , 1 .> I p. _ ).1. 

'~T 0 r (I d.1 ~"" C l'~:; S 5 [III C'r E' ,:' r 1 y [1 en s f~ t C u 1. t LJ r '!, r F: r e r to J. 
If e I 0 9 ~l c', r cJ 111 •. 1. i,. C (j rf;:-I b:, 11 (n (1 • ) I 1 ~ G ? I P r . C) 7' - 9 5 • 



r r () nl t Ii (? i r cI jot the n J teD u 1 ci h 2' V 0 be f) n n i 0:::. C. ~; c r i Cl us. Pu t I 

further L'j(?st, anel onp- can only cunclude thnt it WClS r8ph~sgd 

by Ul'"3 e a~, t rn (J vi n 9 T h L! 1 8 ell J. t. u r e • fI s T 8. Y lor put s j. t, " t h <;; 

1 
Thule cultul''? st':,Clrfl-rol1cfed DnrsDt." Thi;:i I:my be r,ds-

I n rTc''[l )' 

ifi oLIIC:::::,. 

H:l'L ::: 

rl ( ' t· lJ 'l ( I r> 'I' c t (' ') l-ji ." ,~j ~ ,,--' L, '-- I I / 



CuI tUJ'F'. 

This cuI tUrtj 1))<;S cl.iscr]vr:;)'»cl t,y Jonness i rl 1920 2nu further 

excavation:; [;hrJlJ ',:,hat it i.s in thu Capt! SCoring, St. L21lnrence 

I s 1 c, fl cJ I D i 0 fII e ch I s 1 and f\ r Ga. 

rd. so j t h D d (1 f CJ r ill 0 f C lJ r v 5. 1 i n ~ ,j r C1 r t til hie h 

co:nmon to llr:mlJi gh. 1 An offshoot 

of Ole! f38rill~l S~;(1, thE CJkvik ph21sC!, :is ~).irnJlar to the O]r! 

3 
noL tlw olher lIl:jY ClrOltild. 

The' n:~xL phcse is the) [3.i rn51'k ell] turD. 

(1 ~., IJ~ 011 <:I~' 0 n t! l;~ nor t h s h (l ): C 0 f :3 i b t? r i (I • Hw Cirni rk 

1 a h [-! 3. ].8 cJ [J n 2 sit C (J t ~; 0 in t G <:-:1 r r 0 (1,1 (c S 
~ 

L, 05. n 9 ,. !J 3 d 9 [~ t r.1 cl c I c, f 1 " • 

---. --.- -. __ .- ----_ .. __ ._-_. __ ._-._-------_. __ ._-----, 

1[) 1""'I,r" lo~t" p 'ZP.7 • ... c, 1 J I C, .. !, __ ./ .. J J J ... J '--' • 

2[/ '1 J' :~;)' I .. r' 1 r ·;11' J. 1·\ • ' <:... ,..".! ~."., ~. - .. J 1, __ L I , J.959, p.F\7 • 

4 f- eel" ir'rr]'f,'r'(rJ. --1' 1 Ci ,-r rJ on • , . .1. .,..1 P E-! n ~-; C 1', .... [). '.' I, I I 'oj :' '\ (-: L d ), _/l; .... J, t-. _; L • 



26 

the sub t", :1.' r 2l n 8 ant y p 8 0 f ll) 0 Cl cI con [, t r u c t ion vJi t has 0 c! co \I e r . 

Literally thousands of 8rtif8cts were rocnvoTed including 

n i n f.? t. 8 8 n t y P 8 S 0 f h 8 !.,' P (l C1 n h 9 a d~, / s 1 x t C Q n t Y fH:3 3 0 f bon e 

arrow points, snow goggles, fishhooks, bow and arrow, seal 

flo Cl t s / LV 00 cJ P i1 b LJ C k G t san d e v 8 n m u sic a 1 j n s t r u ril n n t s • T Iv::! 
1 

Us t 0 f i U~I'I~) goP£', on and on. Tho B:irnirk contribubo,,d 

tWClvjly trJ thR 121tt""r ThuJ8 cu)t.ure. [1U t, to e del fu l' Ul'_:n 

anel ThuJl? CtJlture. 

j s t.h'-.t of rpitJLJ\~. It is loc;:]ted nl~(.'T.' Port Hope Clnrj th,] 

p 0 r~ [I J. c! tin r, 0 fob 0 Lit 1 ,SO D • 
\) ~ 

It is tho l~Ig~st EskiGC sit~ 

Equipment found SU~Q~bts a di8t or 

-------
. 1} h· -I 

• L J. L' , p.CJO. 
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rn j 9 l' cd, £=)[J f }: 0 In thE:' co ::'1 S tin tot h ;:; i fl t e ri 0 r i nth 2 fa 1 J., c:t rl d 

back out Again in 
1 

sp]'.in~J' It ha.s b8E'1l sLJggestRd that llJhilo 

thea,C! p80ple were dj~;tinct., they ~\!er8 tiod culture;lly to the 

::11d Gering Sea culture <.13 thl:'I'l'l is some rosornblrmce bEtwE::er! 

thoir art forr,,~;. 

EHrnirk CllltuI'c 2lPPc.l!8ntly transfoI'fTlcd into Thule. 

on I<nud !;G~~r.'lJSf',8n 's 8xp9dit.i.on to Hud:-iof) Guy frofn 19;1'] to 

1 S'2i'i, 

1 j v 5. n 9 i. n II LI cJ SOil B 21 Y 2i 1.' 8 "-1 l\.! h CJ d e pen cj c' d r n r fT1 Cl r E~ 0 n S 8 a 

HE? Ccdlf::cl 

t his C IJ 1 t U I' r, T h LI] r:; f r r) ,n t h s ~,i t P. ll! 11 C; I' 8 i t w,~ s f j r s t 

d 1 c,:, C D V t' U' r! inn ;:J l' t h til F s t C J: n 0: n J 2:1 n d • 

hac; th5s t.11 sa)', "The Thule cult.uO:'8, I)Ji-ch all its pcculi;u' 

coast of A}aska and Cast Sib8ria ••••• from thnro it has 

aclort itcoclf trJ t.ho loeL'll gcogr;:lphica] concJ.i.t.i.()ns. r,nd it 

can har~J.y h8vo bern B cultur2 W6ve alone; 
2 

1 ','!\ ['11" n r, ~j 1 n r::. -: IJ.t\. ,CI t ........ , ....;L,d" p.11. 
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nr Thule cu)turo, llihal5.ng is the mo::ot clif'.t.inc'd.v8 

f 0 cd, U l' e, ci 11(1 .. i t i. s the T h u 1 c cuI t u r r: l'J 5. t hit ssp e c i cd. i. z e ci 

(J e v 8 1 (I P Ii~ e n t 0 f S G i::l m <l fl1 fi, C) 1 h IJ fl tin 9 t. h c~ tun d 8 r 1 i 8 S Uw 
1 

c u 1 t u l' e 0 f t h [') rn 0 rJ B l' n [ s !d ;,:::; . " Typical Thule traits are 

" w h <-1 1 s h [) Ii 8 rro at toe k s, s now s h 0 vel s, bon ear r 0 til h e ads t h C:! r po n n 
2 

sockets and finger rests, how drills and u1us." Thule 

s pre Cl d a s f b rea s t a s G r e e fl 1 and but i t L'! 21 5 not 8 un i for Iil 

or eqllally accepted cul tUI'P in all arE~of;. In fact, in 

sorne 01'('(:15 Thule culture is cOfllpletc:lly lL~ckinlJ such clS or, 

C' ~ " '" t 0 f' L" ~J J' " ('! 0 J' 3 .. L) Cl .... j I C L • cJ . J • • • 

in many \l.IC)' S. 

clfl Arct.ic L1Ja), of lire. 

They 

Y p t, T h u J e, ], i k p t h" 0 t h (0' ]' ~ C ,I ,:ll'; t. i) en end. 

occur~' (\ decrcDs8 1n lIJho1ing,v!hJ.ch WCl3 of fouch impo;.'tc:n~G 

1 J [) . .... Jpnn~.n,~!~, lS64, p.lej? 
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tot 11 ~) IJ 1 c~ [.! c\ y 0 f 1 ire • T h LI J f.' r 8 i 9 n t~ (; f l' 0 1:1 Clll D u t lC1 0 LJ ;::;. p • 

to about 20D B.P. The declj n:1 of Thule 1}J(ii:, thE." hi rt.h of 

"r;,oclr3rn Esld mo". 

Condollsing 5,OOC YRcH'S of Esldrr 1 0 history nl".C'e~,sitc!r,2S 

It C21l be ~;,[~Dll Uj(:}t [skj !iU cu] tUl'[; 

h i ~> t (j 1)' i s j n ci e e d q u j tee 0 Ii: pIc: x • 

[) f h~) l 'I::- r) r f' d 5 r , ~; 1 ',k.i rl s S j t c, l' e ~; G (-l r (, h c; n rJ 1 ie' t C r i n t E! r -

t h Cl t ~_; >:; l' V'J cl hi:11 so It: '? 11 en 8 (l f 1 itt] 8 V (~1 u e .i nth r.; 1\ Q ll,i 

fir~;t clJntury. 
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L\Jhcr8~}S S~'cti()n I lI:a~) concerneci with (\rctic flr.l8r.l.Ca 

ger18I',dly, this section l'Jil1 deCJl ~,pecificalJ.y with Uw 

~aCk9nzi9 DeJ.lu ~rSB. 

f.\ S 2H lin t rod u c t i Q n, thE) ph Y sic ('I 1 9 8 (J 9 rep h y VI i 11 

f\ b I' i E:1 f a c COLI n t 0 FIn cJ i (:} n - ~ s k hlO i n L E:' r c) c t i 0 r1 U:.1. 11 t It e il t; 0.' 

8xumin2d. ThE.: r.lajOI portion of this 5C'conrj section t;:ill 

be COflC8rriiod t'!i. th the DOC'j a1 cO!lfJ.j cU:' 2nd the rosu] U.flg 

tl' a n ~-;i 1, ion c~ 1 (11 i 1 .i. [; L1 • 

this s[lc:Uon Coil hi?' div.ic1,:::cl oS ro110l~s: 

( c) [,~ r 1 y [>: p 1 (I r ,,1 t.i () n (J n cl cl .i S c () \! S r y 

(d) Suttlc,fllGnt tdstory 

( .. ) 
ll, 

(LU) 

( i v ) 

( v) 

( . 1 V.L, 

thc-ory 

t:C2lflsi lion 

S E' ttl p rn en t C h d roc t E' r 5. ~; ~,i C f, 
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rr u c h 0 f LU hat i s i fl C 1 u d 8 cl i s the res ~ 1 t 0 f p t: r SOli G 1 

observC1tiorls UJhi18 vJOrking if 1 the Delta from r,'.ay to Sept81,dJ8i' 

uf 1967. I was employed by th8 Departmont of Indian Affairs 

and Nor thern D8Vf~1c.lpmont, and l1J~S post.ed in the set t 1 "lfllf..'nts 

of Inuvik, Aklavik, and T~ktoyaktuk. most of my stay was 

Cit Akl2.1vik. 

LtJhel'8vr.:;r possible in tlll.S pC'p~=n, I have sUr-'ported 

my views wiLh the l'osoerch findings of olhers. 
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T h C' ,1,2 C k f-; n z i (3 R i V £.) r, 8 f' t 8 r ,) j 0 urn fJ Y 0 f 1., 07 11 

miles, flO\.'is into the [)f~cufDl't SrJa. For the hlst. 130 miles 

oft h j s j 0 urn [! y, the r j ve r d i vi d 8 f'J i n t 0 S C V 8 l' a 1 m eli n c han n e 1 s 

<1nd (1 nt(JZ8 of lesser chc:Hlnel s and 1<-1k(~,j - this aree. is 

The rnockenzle Delta. lilith an tHT3 of 5,275 square miles, 

the D () 1 1. <1 i s t h G tL1JO 1 r till a r ~] 8 S tin t h ;:) LlJU r 3. cJ • 2 

and ~pproxj~Htcly 40 ~j\8S • I un e,l) • It j s lJonlerS'rJ on 

-, 
n (l t. q 1 a c i L' to d d lJ~' i 11 9 P 1 cd s t Cl C '-" n (l t.i;n R ,') (; x hit=, j t fl V n r y 

ll! hie f I i~, "(:1 9 en t 1 )' r () 11 i n g, U! I 12 n cJ sur r (~ C fe-, bet VJ G e rl 20 n 
!J 

one! l,ODO feed, c:h~)\'e f.E!i:'\ lE!vcd_. II' Th8 cOdstal pLtin 

-------_ .. -_._---- -------
1 J., :'c{::I:ay,l1~?63, p.gg. 

2 
['10 n:' i 11 '0t 21, 1960, p.l I . 

3 I( PI bl' 2, !"L-1 r,l~, Eon, 1966, p.? . 
4 K • f\ bruh<)r,l~-;::;Oil 1966, p. 9. , 
,x-

I' Po j n t S E pen' c[ LL rJ n h:; t. h "" sou t h t: l' rl li Ill.i t 0 f t h 8 D s 1 hl 0 
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its u 1 r "j s c\ rn 0 not () no us s t rot c h 0 fop fJ n, 0 f t Em tJJ Eo' t tun d r 2 , 

cro.s~t3d by nlJrn~~rDUS slrear;!s frofll the rnountGills and morn or 

1 
losf; ciotted by shallow 1<:1I<9s." 

On the G2Jst side of the Delt':.l, thero is an uplcnd 

area consi~,ting of the Campbell Lake and Caribou Hj 11~-·. 

The Compboll Lal~o Hj~.ls extend [;outh and 82~~t frClYfl Inuvik 

and 31'8 "cornposed of rC!cl~y hills alld 8sc,:.rpifl8ntf, t.hat fTjay 

2 
r e 21 c h C1 n a 1 tit u d (? 0 f 800 f 08 t . " The C 2; r j b CJ u Hi 11 sex t G n rj 

The~e l:ills, 
II 

fset, . 
r.: 

jn bltit.u(!p north of F:t:'incf8P): stc'tion. J In the; north, the 

C (I II i C <::1 1 h j 1 1 S 0 l' In (I U n n s t 11 uta r r~ i C 8 ~C C' )"' p d , 

----,-----------~-.-------------.---.- .. -----.----.-
1 I L,i (I, s. ~J ~ 

2 
Ibid, p. J[J. 

3 r LI.i. d I 
1 r~ p __ d. 

7J 
J hicl , p.lO. 

5 J . 
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clncl 1:-:;0 feet, UIl! bc:~(d clic.filc:hn bel.l'.I28f"l 1(lC1 and 2,Ofl'J 

1 x 
fef: t. " 

TI-;[ Dr:-L Til 

r~ 
~, 

b r n ;~; !/ ... l' r1 • 

3 Ib.io, p.'::'[). 

The d91t~ is com~ositR in origin. 

C r I ~t n r1 f ~ ~ c' c" p t. h~. a 1 ~) (1 IJ dry c:] 11 S J ct r:: l' :OJ rJ 1 y 
I, 

These st!'c:!arlE": 

r-nr (} rl:ctcl:LLH( ,-;>:p12,ifl3'>ioll of P5_rJ;;cl~, l't'ff-'l' to 1,<:lcl,':-,y, 1(1:-<71 / 

pp. (C)_c/. 



1 
() r t h ,"'< rJ 81 t. 8 tJ r Co' eliU', L' p f i. r s l . It 

rn"", 7]c,t "f"~ [""Y 27'(~' I'n"-:pr'C~l·\I'::>ly? :,u/ .. J .... } ) C1 IU j (} I .1., C~,-I ,~, L. c... • DUEl to thE! floc)(fj ny. 

of lak~!s i.n tho Dr,~ 1 b:\ I ("tid "pc'rl-tCJps n G l'! t_ [3 r E1 elsf:! :in C;:lnc.~ d,', 

is ttvH'e comp21l'ablo 1}!.1 th l~,~(ef) It 
l 

81', c'l r (; c) or size as mDny . . . 

j s 1 CJ II rJ~; a r F:' It EJr C -::, i r: ", VI Ii i 1 R ~,CJ t h ,,\ k] :.:,' ,t k cHI d I fl U v:L k di~ C 

S 
"subcH'cUc.'" Th8 clin:,lU,c: ~r;JP!\ (seC' r'tnxL P81JP.) i.llu~)tI'C.'t.e:::, 

6 
t I --l r, ,. -, II t) ... il " t " c' b r~ 1 0 0 r f . L I ',II~~ m,~:jf'i u,,_ 'oj (",1"1 ere ,UIe 1" c,.LOIJI 01' Sl>: f'lOn,.·I.s. 

2 Ib5d, pp.55-5C,. 

3 1 J. R. [, ,::: c v:;::)' I 

4 J hj (: I r . 1 3D • 

5 Ibid, p .1:::,:'). 
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I n J I I 1 y, t Q r ii! per 2, t U res c X h 5. b j t (", del 1 y rn 8 ~: n 

of 5S,6° r at Aklnvi.k, 5=,,9 0 F. at Inuvik, and 50.1
0 r. at 

1 
T u k toy u k c uk. A n 8 x t. r r:: n18 Ii i Sol h 0 f 9 30 r h u ~3 be p n l' 0 cor C: 8 C; 

at {Iklnvik. "In rEd.aUnn to its If1titudinal lOC'cd:ion th8 

the I'JrJl't.h {irneJ.:'ical1 Continent. Th5.E' geneI'al :;:,:,2tem[!J')t holds 
2 

true also fo!. thD sprjng pel':iod." 

l'J i t h t h t." C. D ci t; t eH (! a r U [' t', 5. \I.i n ~ b [: t ,,',: 8 C n 5 Ci n cI 7 inc h 8 S c f 

p r (, c :i. p 5. t u t:i D n 2, Lin 10 f l:J 10 c,' t ion~; • ( P, k 1,' \' i k, 7. (,7", 0 f 

wh5. ch :~. 37" i" ,.' j Il t.hp loJ'ln of l',' ill i 
Lj 

Irlilv:i.k, In.S7" n] 

VJhi ell 4.3::," . S i c' :i. fl tho for r;1 of' r~<.rl. ) ':J:i 1. h j II t.! Ie [) c' 1 h, , " 

_ ... - .. _---_ .. _., ....... ----_...-. .... -._--------- .. __ .......-_---_ ..... 
1 K. l\ b l' a II :'1 [n~, Eo 0 r I, 1 96 (j, t ::,u 1 r, s 8, S ,In. 

2 I bi cJ, p.?] . 
3 I b5. d f tDt:,l(,; 5 c 

6 
I tJj cl, L.hlf:! 0 -> • 

5 
J tJ5. c.{ , tEll) 1 r: ID. 



soil tYre I and pClI'Li cularly hy V'dtGI' br)di8S. DE}pth~; to 

the b 0 'c to'" Cl f P In DEi fro s L 5 nth Dol rl e l' Dolt (-j <U" (1 8 tIe Cl S t 

1 
3S0 fE:t:Jt.. PEn'inf.:tfr()~:;t is gI'fH'ltly jnfllJnncr~d by the 

3S 

f Ii FJ J: Q i~: 8 Z 0 II E> t h 8 tis r [: r r'1 a II [; r I tJ. y U II f r [) Z f:J n . lip, lake in 

vJi thi r I 

is of U,;:: tLincira li,,;r';oty, u'hilG lJOrecl1 rorf:?st ClccLlpic"-s the 

r8 eei Vi:::~ the trc:v['lling through 8 

2 K. Abr~ham~~on, l~GG, p.rs. 
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conti nuous fOIcf,t. !1r)l\iFlVE:'T., fT'urn t.he 21ir fit. br.cOril'3S clUoI' 

t h ,-~ t S II C h "f 0 j' cst s" a r (3 v e 1: y n (l !' T 0 llJ S t r i 1=' El <."1 1 0 Ii 9 the 

c h ::'Hl n ell e IJ 8 8 S • T h L' t ran sit :L (j n fro iii fa :1:' est tot u n [; r (3 ( \,\' hell 

procof3ding north) i~) vf"ry l'api d in r.Jost crE'as of the Del ta. 

Within thr boreel forest "typical trDs spncies Bro 

I)j hit (3 a. n d b 121 C k s p r u c 8, P [1 P U 1 ,'; 1', UI II j to b i r c h Cl n d tam a r t-l c k 
1 

wit h CJ 1 d 8 r B n cl w ill 0 LIJ • " LV hit [; [; p !' U C e i [~ t h ') rw s t s bun d -

CI n t tr, e [: .i n t t J e r 0 l' (] S t e cI en F; a 0 f t h I? D 8 1 t;:} • "The typjcel 

S P r 1I c r:- s t a i Ids 0 f the D 8 1 t n (3 ve r (" 9 co b f! t I): :3 (; n 1 0 0 c~ n d 30 0 

2 
ropor1 fo'd. It 

1 D.H. LtJn11stoad, 19(:8, p.? 

? Ib5.rf, p.~~ • 



B fe~ remarks will first be m~d0 rognrcliny the oHrly IflJian-

E ski rn () r e ] C1 t i 0 i1 S ! 1 if'. Littlo data is available dC81ing with 

thi~ sp8ci fie Stt!~j8Ct lone" k:,r-tce the reo1s}'ks conlG.,i.r18(~ 

herein will he brief. 

Tho tl'l[J grDups thc.1t. t':~~r(' clo::;est., spc)tialJy, to l'.h::: 

r. ski rn () ~) 0 -: t h u D t: 1 t; u v.; s ret h e :< 11 t chi fI 2) n d H 2J l' 8 I f1 ci i 21 n s . T h £." 

1 
f 15, r: t y s 1 21 tt? f' U I en r e)t··! \ ! (0; ('J c~ () n cl k n i v l' ~~ • " T h 8 f< lJ tel I.L n 0 l' 

" T (l the nor tho f trw f\ l' t chi n 1118 r ~: t h u [' ski rn U 9 UJ i t h t:J hOI' 

2 

---------,-,-----~-------------

1 D. ~'8nn[?ss, 1953, p.3S L,. 

:2 Ibid, pp.3SS'-l.lOJ. 
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t!Wf!l "that in three night.~; l:H3 should r:lust l~ljth tile tsquimau7:, 

v!i th l(JnU m they h,-ld ~:'8vjout;ly m~jdE:; UJar, but lIJore nOLl! ill a 

st.ate uf pE!aCO and C1 ',mi ty . . . . . eln OUl putting to shore, in 

ordel' to leovD his CeJnoo, he in for fOi3 ci us thQt on thp opposite 

hill thfJ [sqL'irfi::iL!i< I three v;int.r:T0 before I killed his 

1 
grandfathpr." Jne of the guides that ~ackenzio 8mplo~cd 

\,ili thi n 

give ti!u follcUling 

3 
w.itll thf'! [skir:los." 

3 

ttlJ O rl~ had his alarms also rS'Sf)('-;!cting 

2 

r 0 r t j" c F h E: i.'-~~ fJ 11 • 

Trw I ncJi 2ns 

t.his r[:;1 IJC,C.1 'cion. "Th'-' 
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Poin l.. 

tIle tr;jding ~,;t(,t..lon~; werG of3t8bli~,hed. 

They pleyed football Of"! til":) plain, but.:. on orw occ2J~jion, 

[:' '>' in f 0 J,' In Fl 11 t PI;~ S Cl n 1 y fi 5. >~ 0 r S f, v ~o 1"1 y F 211' ::: 

old, but f; h f:~ 

t h (:> r 8 ~:; [ I r; LI] tJ b f'y r i ~ r I ~ j n ~J • 

IV (J (1 118 LU 8 ~" c! f r 2',:1 c:, r II J: 

~;uch ~,CCI1C:', LI,Url::: [If fl'ElqUf'i'll: OCClJrcr'Cl'. 

r!Ol" Lhe,>, <.i;"G ~}nod frIEH1c.is, but if I fDrr,,~)I' t;,f:1C'S, "thf' 

.' 
IndJ.::lf'ls f02r;,!c! thprl, fllore (,,:,'P;C]cic:Jly for tiH:ir' hdl~j t of 



c('.)~ryir·,g off thuil' l'J[I[llf}nfDlkj 

1 -!; 
t y P E' S, 0 f E [: k i :1' \) <:: n cl I 11 d i c~ n bIll 0 c.i • " 

E s ld. III Ci J.' c.;18 t5. (HI ~:; hip I l!J hi] D i t • • --l 
Ol c.: 8Xi.st, CiPP02I'S to h( .. Vl~ 

mention~d, little clHtb is available on t~is subject • 

. _---------_._-._---_._--_ .. --

p.301, 

~, • ( • \ 1 r: I ,.., .<, '.crr,io'rln ~~c,.), _.' i/., 



EM;LY ~>(f-,!...rlr:t\Tlrlil gi,:C) DI::;CiJVi~t,Y --, ....... ~-..-..- ------~.-~----.---------.-......... -

on icc r\l['>~Gnc!cr inS cot 1 cT ,-1 

? 

"HE' loft 11ci 

On Ji J 1 'J 1 2 I ,1 t f.i ve CJ' c J CI C' l~ i n L:'~: 

FJ 11 Co l' '3 h >=' Dr}'.i \1 c [J D n S (] iJ ~.. 12 I 1 7 2, ~: at t Ii 1:' E'I? 0' c] DC!,; i fl 

1 1 r " ("~ 

--.' • f; I • ~) t 

2 L • J. F 1I1' I' ('; E) f ) CJ:, 5, p. I, 1'J • 
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t h 8 (1 r t (; r noon. " 1 [IUf,' to thl? (J';<'c<:!llent record" j-,hc}t 

.... It ?-x 
~,ou l,h. of' ju,:c:t 

01' n f t r i [) t i r:i CJ t c~ '( [; n toe Cl v;:::; y' c: j 0 urn ,-:; )' l1 f no (:, :1.' 1 y t h r 02 

" thG"~'c,nd fl151rJs.,,·J The:: r':C1C'<c:n-z1.n D"lt,(';3 II)e'[3 nOllr kneil"i'. 

"111 l } 1 [, fir s t q u c-, rtF! I 0 f t. h iJ n 5, II r~ t lc! e nth en n t·. u r Y I 

W :J ~~ rn u c h S C .i_ c-' f1 t i f' i C I com ~I: E:' I' C i cl J elf Hi Ii D) .i tic a1 j n t c I' '" s t 5. n 

t. Ii sox p 1 en 21 t ion ( ,f t It Hun IT: '.:1 P P 8 d {\ ret icc u 2'1 f~ t t. 0 t h (3 f-:<:I s t: 
4 

I n 1 2: 2 ~ I F rc n k] i rl 

The following y08I' frC1nklin's 

1 T. H. r,~ c D D r1 (: 1 r';, 1~' (, 6, p.:5. 

p.?57,Vo1. 1. 
L . J. L;uT'pf?E-; , lS35, p . 1,1'[', . 
J, ri . r, ele l (;;,), , lOC,3 

I P . 8 . 





P~:T't.y l'ctuI'ned nort.h to the Illrl!Jth or tht.~ [(,ack8fizie, but 

GflCDuntf'JIt'd ho~)tj J.8 [sl~illl(JS c~nrJ VJlHEl V~,I'y forluflc.tP. to 

eSC2!pe. The pc;rt.y cl,i.v.1.dsd into two groups lvith F-rankJin 

tot h e D rd t a i n hI t e s u rn ~n En, 0 r t.r:~ r h ,)V i n 9 tJ: C\ v r~ 11 8 d 3 7 4 rn i 1. 0 Ei 

1 
VJ est a 1 0 il 9 U) e c u ,) S t 0 f t. h f! B 8 a LI for t S e 8 • T h (; P 21 r t y i il 

e 2n' 1 y C:1U t 'J W'I LOll tin lJ '3 d sou tho nth 0 L!: 8 S t S j de 0 f thE' D 9 1 te·) I 

but took a v!ronrJ turn IJJhi ell restll tf)d 'in thefT' hCJc:l(!,; ng LIp ,:1 

Sepc:r(-ltjon in S [? P t (~ p) he): ), a t. ~.! r , ,. <.l cI \I i f) Eel cl 

i rl fu r s . " 

rl r ;:; C t i, r, <:1 11 y no c [) n t (~ c t IJJ i. t, h t h '3 I"~ hit. F) f;) D Ii • 

Johr, EelJ. of the Hudson's S~. y [0 PIp;', f' Y o:-:,tahli~;h[)ri Fen: t 

fr. C P he I' son on tho Pot'-' ] RIve.,. r ~l The fort l'J~\ ;, later p"Gved ( H) 57 ) 

1 L. r,oht-'):t~, J.9/.9, [1.71. 

2 J. R. r: ;; eke, y, 1. 96 3, p p • S .. f) .' 

3 ~V. C. 8::: t hun s ((? d • ) J ] c: 3 7 I p. 8 • 

(~ v,J.E.S. l1p.noc:l, 19G), p.nG. 



2.1 b CJ u t f 0 U l' cd 1 8 SUp s t r p c; m t nit s pro EO 8 n t - d cJ y 

t h 8 PI n 9 1 i C (1 n (3 n d f( CJ flI 0. n C (0 tho 1 i c rn iss i Cl nor i f: S • 

~7 

. P,2 
locatIon. 

In 18'?5 lh8 

R 0 n1 0.-1/1 Cat hoI i C 11 d. s SiD nell )' m 0 v E, cl 8 n d e ~, tab 1 ish 8 d t h n set t 1 8 -

m 8 n t 0 f p\ ret i c f~ f' ;:3 R i v f:1 r • Th8 Dol tet [sid [l)D~) lUll'!':) 

un3ccustorl18d to trapping, but by tho 1850 's (3 fellJ of thenl 

l'Jere trad5.fI~l 3t Fort r;~cprwrsDn. Y 8 t, "f [) r n e (1 r 1 y hal f 8 

cor n 8 r 0 f Can a d a '~3 1\ ret i c r l~ n I 3 1. fl e d i 8 0 J. a t 8 cl a n rl l!J i tho lJ t 

3 
hi~3 to'!'),. " 

tot h l1 f> r i n 9 () wl C h l Ike hiS 8 a : 

"fl me r 5 eel n 

4 
the W')u th [) f the r, cl ckrm zI <"1 ra \IeI'. " The CF;(1ufDrt I'Jas rich 

1 ~JJ. E • :i. H c f1 [) r: h, 1 S f, 1, p. 8 e 

2 P. F-. Coo I ) c; r, 1 ') G 7 I p. 7 • 

3 D. Jenness, 1~(;4, IJ.l~3. 

" If I hi d, p. 1 n • 



hp.yonc!, but tho F)C(lf'or~jc: COfF!j ti,on:o: UJhich f(J\lOlll'9d the 

bel[ 18 llJ Cl S rep 1 C1 C 8 d by 0 tho r fll iJ tor i ~ll S, (l n d t h 8 F) n d 0 f t h 8 

Vi r:;t.od, c n erel bl'o u ght a bout chDn t,.]DS in fashi 0 n t;Jhi ch a Iso 

redUC8~ it.~ potent.ial 
1 

marks t. " DuriflQ th,::) 8(~rly lc:ClD's, 

tv hal i n IJ 0 !~ c red: jon ~ c corn 9 81 nl 0 ':~ t to a hal t . Y r, t, ll,l hi 1 (0 t his 

p9rioci l,llaS short-livE'd, the d8iT1ogrophic <'HHj clJltural Elffects 

that it had were profound. ['j j t h L'.1 h D 1 i n CJ c;' 0 l'! ~: C () ;<18 fir t; (0 r m ~'i -;-

7 
to s~l·r'ef': c3P)ay u} c: c':Jct )ll...JL 1rJC, Ij k~; f.l5 ~_:S c ,. P\c!r~c_![~ to th~~_.:; ll,I':2[; 

Sir JOriri rr?Jrd~lin had c:rIC::Jur,tr!lecJ in this l.eyion '-: C f31Il:1II''j 

3 
E·'c'I' J.i. ")'." 

I: D. J S rHl i? ::::, 1 S (, Ie J p. J. t: • 

'* fil'ncHr.:s (l)C!j:'r,: ['I'-it rlDI'.' , but thoy [WII) bC)('c;il'[; C r:Wl'8 c,(;CE.o,=-,sihlc; 
C CJ m i'i [J c.~ i t y for t t-~ u n cl t. i V [~S e 



4S 

T h '; tH' (., (J l!J ~\ c~ the ri p r i rT: (1 1 5 1 Y (l C cup i () d h yEo; I d [11 CJ ~ 

V I horn i iJ r GtE' d tot h t} D ell t a fro ~l; r, L:: ~ k C"!e The C cll} S ~; 0 r t h i :3 

migreltion C2~1 bg ~~ttl.'itJutQcl to the whhlnI's. Tho Esld,rno~) 

suppliE~r1 calibou mr:'c;t to tho lliha15ng v,,:ssels ano receiveci, 

T h i ~j r t; S LI 1 t '2 din a ~~ 0 r i u LJ S d r~' p 1 E! t ion 0 r the C en' i b 0 I } rlC' r L' s 

of {i 1 (3 S ka, an ci tho SLJf:S eq IJ8 n t mi gra t ion 0 f the) (\l co!:' kan 

Eskimos to the D21t8. 

LVith the irnportanc8 of v.:haling daclJning nnd thc:t 

off LJ r t r c'l p pin q i r: c r :::' :::"1 sin g I f II r - t r un r)~; p u ~, t s S b.H' 1. edt [1 

cll3vC'lop throushout the Delta. 
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S[TTLU.;<T HISTORY 

Del ta, it must be rIic1 c1e clucH th8t SOW} wCluld cH'QU8 that tho 

T LJ k t () Y'" k t u k s h 0 u ). d n (J t b f) i fl C 1 u d oJ d 

as i rt f ~~ c t. the y a r £; not ll! i t hi nth £3 p r 8 S {3 n t 9 e 0 9 r 21 phi eli in 5, t [; 

of the Dslto. l:jhiln this is true, it is E;qu311y true thc::t 

many l::l'it8I'S cb include thoso ~)ettl8iiIGnt.~, uJhen specl<ing of 

the: Dfl1i..c in hUrniJ.n l:;8ogrcphic, Ecorwrn5c, 20ciDl or poLitjull 

c f f i 3. i (J t ion J 1'1 i til r c'~, p c c 1, t I) tile [; c.; J. t u • Harler:!, for t hs 

r 0 r t r. c r h ,,; 1.' ['. 0 f"I 

II s rn G n t i 0 11 C"' dJ r 0 l' t [,' c.. P ) 1 tc: r son [. nth c P Ce' e 1 R i ve r lU ,1 ~, 

c~ 1[: ,:'; • 

EskinlU. 

(I n 1 y i fI h d t· i t [. rl t S 0 f F CJ r t 1':. L ~ h G l' son ,-il' u Lou c h:: II x 

-----.. ----
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Sin eel 8 ? 1 t h c~ rat i 0 0 r I n ci .i. 21 n to [s I ~ i rn IJ a t For L n~ c P h 21' son 

ha~ chc.~ng'::r; radicallY. for f3xartlple t in ] 9S8 of a total 

population of 1~53, only OflfJ penson w'-~s E~~Id.ma, LiB tJ:Elre 

w hit e 0 r P! hit c: s tel t u 3 I n d it:, n s, a 11 rl t h D r E' rn a i fl ri [' r lIJ (3 r 0 

1 
Loucheux, P r 1:1 S (3 n t .. day IJ (, P u]. a t. i (J n i s d i r fi c tJ 1 t to ace II '" S I 

a s aut h D l' .": \/ 3 r yon iJ tour I 0 ti"w l' a s tot Iw P (.I IHJ ]. ::1 t i IJ n 
2lt 

cOillpos.itinn. Smith ShOliJS thG f-art ['1:cfJheL'sofl population in 

19G5 D~3: 

70-'--

jUf1ctic.f) uf th(} { .. reLi.c Rerl (',r'ld e I • 

P·DC I' pnZ1C 

If 
I fl ] ~ (l [l, the H L' cJ s CJ n ' s 

1 
L'l • [ • :;. ~r 8 r: lJ ch, 1 9 S l, p. 9 ''3 • 

-Y.-
pnpu1<:lt f)il Gc,tC\ by ,':ulP'lrtil i'::l thE' Scl1il8 as :--filith for 
FOl't "C: 'hr-;l ;:,(JfI .. Li}nl ~CJ:c'tlt J rJ e G~l. 
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~: e t. 5. s tskirno I nd .i. c: 11 Totc,1 

5 21 83 110 

trH.~ 0 p 1 t;:) • T h G fIn' L a f S LJ C h [) () c.d, S \.!I 8 S e s tc, b] ish [3 d <) t 

thre2 mOl'f! <3t 

TU1<TnY{\VTLJ~~ 

11erscJlul IsJ<~ndl 

3 

2 
:<i tU~C:1zui t I 

Thsn~ is much c(lnflir:t Dr opiniun 

7 H • 1\. J n n 5_~;, 1 S C, 7 I p. ~~) '2 • 
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"l\Jh r_~ r CJ 
1 

Cl'f)SS." 

tCJ eeIIJC-!l'iOci 

an cl r 9 lJ f s t h Ct t r u ~; 8 [,1 h 1 [] C ,1 r i !J r-lll LIJ ,! l' (~ 1 a L [) :c ~; 8 (; n ()'(, 10 LIJ 

tid f:] • 7 fl t h i r d j n t f' l' IJr 0 L a t i (J r-, i f~ "'c 118 t hi n 9 t hat 100 k S 

likE-! Cl c(~ribol!,,3 

1 

'" 

'Z 
,_J 

1..1 

,-

r, ,-. ! cu. c. ,.IJi' 

1t<:L5_~~ 
--"1','- .. --

.L _, 

5 f1 1 r::,? . 

" II: . 
'" l-I . 

,") rl r-" ] n r 7 n . - .!. L.I n D ;) ~-! )', _.: -, , r--l ~ : I • 

eel II cl s J n c l' t. h '" n 

r-r)r,.l' tCJ 

fL~f,~i! ·:.C~; ]j_\/cd ;:,t TliL1..Cty(":f~tLI~<: t;!J~ 

5 



C h ron 0 1 n >] 1. c: ('I 1 } y, t. h c; n ;:: ~< t ~; ':' ttl [-1 r:1 r:. ,I t t u h r! 

1 
19bO's." 

like t CI ~) ,3 Y C 

r: (:1 rl:1 Li ''I t 11,1 ~'::i c h 

f r!,,1 lUO r tl s 

i c· ,J )'rJ(jlly 

1 J . R. ';J u 1 f c) l' t h t P', c; • 

? r, ,. I' , 1 
Ii • ".. h J,.\ I 

7. 

C CJ n c. >, r n :i n CJ 

the:; r8a::-r.1 n 

~I {".:::. P n r"~:i J d 1 1 CJ :~I<~ t p.? G • 

L ~~ ~) 
L I Ie, r; r:.~ l n r 1 r~ [; r Pro jE l: t. 

fo r 1~. h P. CT8i..itj on or 

t hpJ'(' :t s c, 

cl j I' f r,.' 1.' '.: fI C C' h R t I'll" r:;' n 

2 

in 



5!j ;\ 

---_..-_._ .. -

Afk/nUft , .. I., 

1<0.·" 

01 -----~' 
_\..;~\'" ,,--

, 
tt~"\'f" " --------



Cl D 2 n ish bot. [) n i s t, l',1 Ct 3 inc h 2 r D H (1 927 - 8) [) f ,1 de t (1 il e cl 

for til'3 g1'<.:1ztn9 

fron 

. 1 
o f r c· i n d 8 cr. In 192~ a hnrd of about 

t his Ii 2 r d (l 1 [) fl 9 t. h f:1 1\ r C t.i. ceo D s t to trw rr. Ct C 1( e n ;d [) c:; r c z 1. f1 C: 

Pre s e r \fro. 

3 
to 2,:nO. Three.' mnnths clrtur C1rrival, tht! hc!ro bora F31S 

project, 

i t~) ups and C!cIUlflS. 

~ 
C (: Il L 1 eJ C t, b (3 ~'J is. 

3 F\. f:. H i 11 I 1 ~ r:, 7 I p. r; • 

Li 
D • J E:J n I') f; ~~" 1 S C (,, p.:-\ 5 • 

r 
,) r:.h fii11, 1';[,7, p.ri. 

D.G. Sm5lfl/ [.'.]0. 

r· 
r>"" I 11' • 

5 :=, 
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the h8rd size w~s 9,37n, on 8 grazing ar8H of lA,On1 square 

Howevs£, I hGve beAn informBd (196S) th~t C8n8dion 

2 
the) hr)l'd. Th(~ futurn (If Rejnr),;8r St21tion ldll c11rlost. bo 

cOfiiplcd.Gly dr"!J8nrhnt upon tho policy or thi s n81iJ rnCln2} gFl fm>nt • 

El G for t' rl (1 l~ 1 :i n ~J LV i t h TrIll \I i k, t h 8 rn [) f:", t r e C £3 n t s C~ t t 1. e m ~; n t 

LU C1 S I LJ n t 5. 1 t h (; C i: (; cd:. i 0 r I [) fIn u \} i k, t h 9 c\ cI "d, n:i s t r c" t i \18 C 8 Il t r 8 

fa).' the Del ~,CI. 

3 

4 
k i 11 t, dab f· n r " • 

wh5ch l!Jl-;'~ then cnlled Sjnik (slf'it:;p), Dilly a log c21bin th21t 

.~--.------.-

1 R.f". Hill, lScJ7, p.5 - p.l:?,l, 

C C1 in Ii: u n i c C1 tiD n - Pro1o':,sor D. 

]903, p.17S. 

4 
k. ::j ul J.j \I d n! 1 fJ C, 0, p.? 0 • 

S e, 
Ll • 



S7 

fa 1) OliiS • Fort, r,';cPh8fson OfHHlcd iii 18/:0 8nd ~ as 1Tl8nticmpcl f 

E.I fGlfil Delta E~·,rdno,s tlJ::Jl:'O trc:ding th('Jre by the lElSCJ's, 

a 1 t h [) U [:,) h t h 8 'j r ~~ ~(i 11 s 21 S t. I' n p p G r ;-; LU e l' ~j V 0 l' Y 1 j In j t. [} d • ~IJhtJ n 

lab, 12°,O'5 s t.hE};O V'Ci.[; c) dEmand by t.he LlJhDleI's for cc'I'5boli 

meCit. The [ s L-: 5 fiY) S .'.; tc I r ted t D rn 0 v 8 nor t h f I' 0 r; J t h B IT! i (1 d 1 0 

J. ~'r-, 11' 1 C) 'i L, ,," . . < t, I 

AI I, ], ("1 \1 J', I,:,: J' J""> 1 r, '.,). I!, 1 d A I 1 . k . 1 • l . r-t' , ,1. . I. an r t\ -: c v J S n Cl n 9 u 1 n p (1 c-J :J fJ ~~ 1 1. C1 n [) 1 

1 J.~'. :,'; (') 1 r Q 1 t h, p. II , 
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and Roman Catholic missi.ons, an R.C.JYi.P. d8t<.1chm8nt~·p()st 

and communications depot were established. Aklavik became 

the fOCAl point of the Delta, attracting Eskimos from 

Alaska and the Arctic coast; and Indians from the southern 

. 1 
reglons." Aklavik had early radjo communication with 

Canadian National Telegraphs,2 via a 500 watt low 

frequency transmitter that began operations ir\ October of 

1925.
3 

By 1930 the population of Aklavik and the surrounding 
4 

area had reached 400, and by 1950 about 1,500. "Increased 

government. activity in the lYiackenzie Delta and the 

difficulties of large ... sccde constr.·ucU.on in its principal 

settlement, Aklavik, prompted a government decision in 1953 

to investigate the possibililies of relocating government 

facilit.ies at Aklavik in a botter 10cation.,,5 Of major concorn 

luas thfJ fact that t.here I!J8S no pcrrllanent airstrip jn the ent.L:'e 

Delta. DUB to this, during break-up and freeze-up, no aircraft 

could enter or leBvR the Delta. 6 Thern Rre many reasons 

put forth as to why thero had to be a relocation. lYiost of 

the reasons such as erosion, flooding problems, and lack 

----_. _ .. _._------_. --.------.--~.-.. ---

1D.H.J.Clairmont, 1963, p.l 

2 H.A. Innis, 1967, p.353. 

3 
H.F. Wood, 1962, p.211. 

4 J.R. lYlackay, 1963, p.175. 

5 J.A. Piblainell, 1962, p.l 

6ii • G• flob(<rtson, 1965, p.,199. 



HOL'JE?V8i', SlHli8 J find difficult to oCCC;)t. For S Y CHf: P 1 G , 

" 5 U h ~ lJl' f 21 C e i n v 8 f· "d ~Fl Li. 0 W:, for the f LJ r Itl CJ t i 0 11 0 f 8 r I t' c'J 

of ice. If, th8refore, the old town~it~ W8r~ further 

d e v (~ lop (' d ld t h ,; r u r t 11 ere I 8 21 r i n 9 0 f t Iv., IT: U s k El 9 c 0 \.I '-~ r 

C::l n c~ t h c' in:.:. tan. ct U 0 n [l f k~ 8 t 8 ci b u i 1 cl i nUs, ~ r 0 un cJ 3 U b -

(J' 'C'l))' I') l: t, h C'" I' l.' ~J l' .... r DC:: 11 t '-~ It 
1 

I.. ~ , V _J l _ '.. _ '-' '-' l._.... ..... e ~: 0 ,.'. S ve r , 

J fir 1 1 ~1 5 :::, ,. ~, c r i () .1 ". 

res u J ~,.:..~ /I It: 0 ',I J c1 0 C cur J reD n ~,; t rue t 5. C1 n 0 f' f 21 C i 1 it;, (, S l',l f. l' 8 

lSG,(? 

c: 0 rl ~3 tJ !' c t.t 0 nat J n u v i t< t t h ':' pop t , lot. ion 0 f ,". k 1;:: v j ~ s t 2 r ted 
? 

In 1955 jt, l'12;[:' S8C1- cine! l~y ISlel it. t<J~,<, bl!t!';;::cr, 

r' r, T I' 1· 1 1 (r>~' r 1 1 '\ I' '-.,~. ~,.1.. ....-#.... c .. ..J., j , lSc.,O, p.S3. 

? 1 ", '.' , l" 'r L I , • r .•• ,1 [) J , 0 _ \... I, 



1 
ElCl(l and 700. 

60 

2 
follo~ljs ; 

LVj th thr:c: Cl'E:lation Df Inu\.'ik, the future, of l~kl(Jvi:~ 

was very UrlC8l.'t2!in. The'! govel'llfncnt VJClS hoping thClt the 

s u C h has fl 0 t b 8 E? nth p C (1 S 8 • H IJ \)J~' \! e r t by b u i ll~ i n 9 a n e VJ 

years to C'-.H~:E). 

Ofl the SUT\/f?)' to;:1fn l'JE.'I'D ciS rol](lI)iS: 

_.----------------- ----------,----

2 J.R.,:}o1ful'Lh, p.f,~. 
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DRpart~~nt of Public Works; and, the Department of 

to b 8 cl t~ C i d :H:l u p 0 n • (\ 1 i 5 t 0 f G 1 e van f 8 C tor s b), t'j hie h Uv; 

potsntial sites ruould bo judg~d was drawn up. They were: 

" E s S 8 n t i ;-:] 1 f~ e c tor 5 : 

( a) Sui t Ci b i 1 i t Y () f ti IUS i tr:~ rI'O rn t li8 0 C [J n 0 rn i c 
anrl social point of vie~; 

( b) Sui t D h i 1 j t Y (") f thE ~l r 0 un d f (l r per 111 CJ n ~~ n t S E' LV e r 
and 1}.le",LeI' SyStc1 f71S i fourlcJ2JticHIS ailc! rO:.Jds. 

( c) [\ c (; e ~:i r, t 0 8 goo c! r 5 ve r r hen r: EI 1 

( n 1 
\ ~. I ii I cd:. t· r sup ply . 

(h) PCl~,~.il'ilj LiE}S of tho s5_1 A a~) (-' trnn~~-shipnif:Ont 
I) 0 .i r I t f r CJ rn r i v E' j' .; CJ S (; i::l - 9 CI .i. n ':l v u ~) S E .1 ,,; 

Desir8b18 F8ctors: 

( i \ hval }cllJj ]ity of l\t()CJ0 ) 

( . '\ JI {\ v c:; i 1 ,j b iIi t y of coal 

( k ) 1\ V c1 .i 1 <:i to i u. t Y of u h j' (; I' (l - F; 1 8 C t ric pOU;:?l' r=J~t~l. I' 

------------~-------.---------.. -------.----.------
1 I. Sairc!, lS5CJ, p.1S. 

2 R.C. r\()bf:~l:tsOf1, 195~jl p./OL. 

? 
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The survey team worked during the winter of 1953 in ottawa 

examining air photographs of the entire Delta. F-rom the 

air photo interpretation, twelve potential sites were 

selected. The team arrived in Ak1avik in March of 1954, 

and by taking ariel reconnaissance flights from there, 

"the original selection of twelve sitss was quickly pared 

down to six since some of the potential sites were obviously 

t 
• 1 

unsuitable when examined in t1e fleld." Two more sites 

were Inter elimfnated and now only four remained. Of the 

four, the first potential site to be thoroughly examined 

was one loc8ted about 12 miles south west of Aklsvik. It 

was hoped by many that this location - Husky Site as it was 

called - would be thf~ onG sE!lected, as it would entail 

minimal moving on behalf of the native people. Also, the 

nati ves would remain cd jacent to their usual hunting and 

trapping area. Unfortunately, the Husky Sits proved 

unsatisfactory, 8S did the other site on the west side of 

the Delta. Of the two sites on the Bast side of the Delta, 

the one known as East Three proved the most satisfactory. 

At East Three there were large gravel deposits along with 

fine sand ond silt; The drainage was good; it was 

located on a Ilavigc:itable channel (Bast channel); and the 

----_._._----.. ----------------------------
1 C.L. Merrill (et al), 1960, p.5S. 
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underlying glacial soil~ would proviili for better foundation 

conditions than those of Aklavik.' On November IB, 1954 

the Federnl Government, acting upon the advice of the 
u . 

Minister of Northern Affalrs and Natural Resources, 

officially dnclared that the town of Aklavik should be 

relocated at this new site. (68°18' N - 1330 29' W) 

Initial construction of the new town commenced 

in the SUmtl1E!l' of 1955..LJJhen a post office was Bstablished 

at the new nf b~ J B nume had to be decidod upon, tiThe 

loc[tl inhabi tnnts were ask(~d to choose ,j narne for the new 

town and Inuvik wns selGct:od, an Es!<irno I).;ol'd nIBHning 
2 

"the place of man" or "tr.(;j place where ITIan is." 

Pract:i cally all bu.ildi.nlj~> in Inuvik are on pil(~s so th:1t 

heat from such buildings will not disturb the permsfrost. 

Had the buildings been placed directly on the surface of 

the ground f the heat would huve partially melted the 

frozen ground resultin9 in slJbs.ldf)nCe of the buildings. 

In order to sink thu piles, "Steam jets were pressed into 

permafrost and sank into the mud that was produced 

85 the gro und thcaue d, mak! ng tu bes 0 f mud into lubi ch pi 18 s 

ld ,. ,3 cou be DrIven. ' The piles, whon properly inserted, 

______ a_ •• _. ________ ~ •• _____ • _ •• __ 

, 
C.L. Merrill (et AI), 1960, p.57. 

2 
G.B. Pritchurd, 1962, p.201. 

3 
Ibid, p.205. 
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would soon be permanently frozen into locntion. As one 

could readily onvision, it would not take long before the 

construction s1tH would res8mble a sea of mud. As of 1967 

t his met hod 0 f sin kin g pi 1. e s has bee n dis con tin u e d • No LV the 

method uSDd is to drill holes into the permafrost that 

are ess~ntially the same diameter as the piles that are to 

be insorted. With this method, the disturbanco of the 

permafrost is practically non-existent.
1 

Because of the 

permafrost conditions, it is impossible to have water or 

s8wago pipes underground, and two alternate methods are 

availablB. One method i.s to h3\1e ws.h)l' deliVered, and 

sewago collHcted, by tank truck. Or, construct an insulated 

system abov~~ ground which contains both water supp] y and 
-1(. 

sewage disposal. A combination of the two methods is used 

in Inuvik. This "utilidor" system costs about ~!200.00 pElr 
2 

linear foot. 

The town which iGitially started in 1955 was really 

taking shape by 1958. In that year (195B) a 6,000 foot 

airstrip located 8! miles southeast of the town was in use. 

------------_. 
1 

per personal communication with Mr. A. Goyor of Kennaston 
2 drilling, Edmonton, Alberta. 

p.r. Cooper, 1967, p.27. 

sse diagram on next page. 
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Also, the exterior construction of the school and hostels 

was completed. The only seriouB setback in construction 

was during the winter of 1959-60 when a fire destroyed tho 

partially finished Nurses Rosidence. "The close of tho 

construction season in 1960 S81"J the complet.ion of all major 
1 

contract work." In 1961 Inuvik W2iS officially opened. 
2 

The population in 1965 was as followsr 

WHIT[ METIS E SK IftlUS INDIANS TOTAL 

1367 2258 

102~" 270* 114-*- 486* 

"* school children residents ill hDstels. 

--------------.-.-----------~---

1 G.B. Pritchard, 1962, p.20B. 

2 J.r. Coop8r, 1967, p.9. 
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CULTLIRE CH/\NGE 

Thus far, in the second portion of this paper, 

the physical geograplJy as well as early European contact 

and subsequent settlement development in the Mackenzie 

Delta has been reviewed. These final sections will concern 

itself with the present predicament with which the native 

people are now faced. This predicament, in essence, is 

social or culture .. change which is thc:~ result of the 

introduction of "vJhi te" norms, values, and ideals. Prior 

to examining t.he Delt.a specifically, culture and culturo-

change will be examined within a theoretical framework. 

CLJLTURE 

Many defini ti.cJflS DrB put forth aD to the moaning 

of "culture," but most LUou]d agree that culture invol\los 

both people and ideas. The following is as appropriate 

as most, in defining culture. "Culture is the sum total of 

what human beings loarn in common with other members of the 

group to which they bolong.,,1 

1 
C • fil. A ron s bur 9 and A. H. N in h off, 196 r J 5 0, p • . ~. 
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CULTURE CHANGE 

Culture change can occur in one, or both, of two 

ways. First, innovation from within can have a profound 

effect upon the ideals, ideas, norms and values of a given 

group. Secondly, change can occur as a result of contact 

with another area, or a "chango-agent" or "innovator", 

from anothBr area, the culture of which is different from 

the one in queslion. Change from "outside" may, in somo 

cases, bo forced upon a people. Such force can be direct, 

or indirect. Indirect forces would be the introduction of 

a new technoloyy and/or culture into a society in such a 

manner that, while the people are not physically coerced 

i n to ace 8 fJ t C1 nco, the y are i nth c p () S i t.i 0 n tlJ h (3 reb y ret rea t 

to a former way of lir8 is all but blocked. 

Culture-change c~n be view8d as a scale with 

complete accoptance of a new trait at one end, and complete 

rej8ction at the other. HQwever, in most instances, the 

period of adjustment to new ideas, and the degree of 

acceptance of such ideas, fRlls somewher8 between the two 

extremes. Moreover, during this period of acceptance, and 

particularly when such acceptance is manditory, "culture-

conflict" arisns. In some instances such conflict may be 

short.-li VGdj in othors, it may toke generations unti 1 it 

is overcome or resolved. This t'culture-conflict" can have 
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profound effects upon both the culture undergoing change, 

and those agents of change from the "outside." It is 

worthwhile to exsmine a few theoretical models or topologies 

that concern themselves with "culture-conflictll. 

Bertrand Russell states that lilt is the nature of 

man to be in conflict llli th sDmething ••••• t.he contests in 

which men elre engaged are thrE!e kinds - they are conflict. 

of: (a) man and nat.ure 

( b) man and man 

( c) man and himself,,1 

A diagramatic view of this samH basic concept is providod 

by Norman Chance. 2 

1 

1 8. Russell, 1960, p.18. 

2 N.A. ChanCEl (ed.), 1968, p.13. 



69 
1 

Merton has devised a more specific topology that 

deals with adaption by individuals within society. This 

basic topology is as follows: 

Mod e _ 0 f _8~~~e.~ t i Q..!:!' 

Conformity 

Cultural Coals Institutional Means ._-'-----------_ ..... _. 
+ + 

Innovation + 

Ritualism + 

Retrcwtism 

RebellIon + and - + and -

+ signifies acceptance 

- signifies rejection 

+ - Signifies rejection of prevailing values and substitution 
of new values. 

With conformjty, tho individual accepts the cultural goals 

and tho institutionalized means (ways) of attaining such goals; 

the innovator accepts the goals but not the means; the 

ritualist does not accept the goals but does accept the means; 

the ret.reatist acceptr; noi thet' goals flOr means; and, tho 

rebel replaces the old goals by new ones, and uses new means 

to rench these new goals. "WhGre comlTIon goals are preser! bed 

for statuses, but institutionalized means for obtaining them 

are differentially distributed, some people are relatively 

disadvantaged. This may result in diffE:lrent modes of 

adaptation on tho part of the people position~d differently 

------------------------------- ------------------. 
1 R.K. Merton, 1965, pp.139-157. 
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in the social structure." 
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Niehoff 2 feels that there are two main forces at 

work with regard to culture change. The one force being 

the techniques used by the innovator to convince the group 

to a~cept the new ideas, and the second being the behavior 

of the recipients towards the new innovation. He then 

details seventeen criteria which detElrmine the change 

process. The six primary ones are as follows: 

(1) The methods of cOP101unication USHd by the change agent. 

(2) The kind of partlcipitation he obtains from the recipients. 

(3) The manner in which he utiliz~s and adapts his innovation 
to the existing culture patt8rn 

---regarding the reaction of the recipient, the primary 

(4) whether lhey have an initial felt nued. 

(5) whether they perceive any practical benefit in adopting 
a change 

(6) whether their tracJi U.onal loadlH~l c,re brought into the 
planning and implementation of the process. 

Niehoff surns up by stating: "IncJuc8d sociocultural Change or 

technical innovation is a process that begins with an idea 

on the part of the change agent and ends in its adoption or 
3 

rejoction by the potential recipient." 

---,,---------_._._--- ,-------------
1 

H.C. Bredemeir and R.M. Stophenson, 1965, p,132. 

2 A.H. Niehoff, 1966, pp.11-33. 
,3 

Ibid, p.t~O. 



For a final view, the multi-variable model of 

developmental change, as presented by Chance' will be 

briefly examined. 

Sf'\\~f',i.:'S. c'>\
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The three main variables (1) technology and environment; 

(2) the social system; (3) tho cultural system, were 

71 

,----_ ... _------------_._----------
1 

-! N.A. Chance (ed), 1968, pp.I-8. 
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selected becausF3: "tho choice af these three variables is 

baSEd an the premiso that all men deal with their bia-

physical enviranment with the techniques available ta them; 

all men sot up ways af regulating their social relations 

with athers; and all men maintain a series af cultural 

beliefs and values that attempt to provide a coherent set 
1 

af meanings far their actions." By using a model such as 

the ono developod by Chance, the rRsearcher will quite 

readily be ab18 to catal8gu8 his data in tho appropriate 

"slot". Hopefully, from such catagorization, prediction 

will be greatly Bugment8d. 

Thus far, the theory that has boen presented 

illustrates the main components of culture change. 

InherBnt, if not SPecified, is the thEme of culture-confUct. 

HOlutlvE!r, it is important to rcwliz8 that. all culture-change 

dOGS not in itself necessitate culture-conflict. In 

examining the social milieu of the lYlackollzie Delta, tt18 

ideas from the foregoing thBoriss will be utilized as a 

base frum which to view culture-change. 

1 
N.f\.Chance, (ad), 1968, p.S. 
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RAPID TR/\NSI TI ON ---------- '-

"The gens'sis of every social problem lios in the 

awakening of people in a given locnlity to a realization 

that certairl churished values are threatenod by conditions 
1 

which have become acute." No society is a static unit, 

and change in some form is always occuring. The indiginous 

population of the Delta was, a relatively short time ago, 

a huntil1g,fishing, and to a Ii_mitcd extent, a gathering 

people. 

The early explorors had little, if any, effect 

upon their way of life. Whaling operations, and its 

associatod ills, had a profound 13ffect, particularly on the 

demographic structurEl of tl18 then existing society. Sub-

sequont to whaUng, the flrB of the fUr trade bGgan. Both 

t he fur t ra de and whel i ng had a nlarke d e f fe ct upon the 

existing cuI turD. However, tho li10in cuI turc:-transfer 

during hoth those periods ruas more of a material than an 

ideological nature. To be surn, in order to attain the 

material culture there had to be a certain degree of the 

ideological culture associated with it. However, in both 

instances, the wny of life was still predominzntly geared 

to tho land anc! as such, many of the traditionnl valuos 

remained, if not whollY, at least partially intact. 

------ ----- -~-.----.-----

1 L.Wilson and W.L. Kolb, 1949, p.782. 
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The third cultural evolution has been the ono 

having the most profound effect. This is the development 

of a settlement way of life. Some suggest that rathor than 

"evolution", this third stage should be labelled "rovolution" 

"Tho most recent change has also been the most profound; 

it is that frDm a nomadic hunting and trading economy to 
1 

a life of which thB greater part is spent in a settlement ... 

Their movement to pernlan~;nt settlenwnt living has been 

Bxtremely rapid over a very short time period. Smith 

estirnatE:s that therE! is only about 150 native prwple 

living the old "bush" way of life.
2 

Even t.his small bush 

group visits the settlements frorn time to time for supplies, 

and ('11'0 thus indirectly affected by "white" values. It is 

i nth 0 S D ttl [) Itle n t w he)" e c h n n 9 e i s rn 0 s t I' 2\ P i d, and w h 8 r e 

tradi tional values comB into sharp contrast L'Ji th the "n£~VJ" 

way of life. "Whi te Ii mor as and val UD s domi na te set t 1 emnn t 

life. 

To use Merton's concept, new goals have been 

introduced but the rnSc1nS to such goals are not uniform. 

They are not uniform in two basic ways. First, there is 

an unequal distribution among the natives of the needed 

"white" sl~ills, t.hat will enable them t.o r'salize such 

-----------------------.---~--

1 

'2 
P.F. Cooper, 1967, p.ll 

D.G.Smith, p.22. 

,-----.. _---
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goals. SecDndly, somo do not relate means with goals, also, 

some at t.he lower levels of acculturation view both means 

and goals in a differont light than do those luho are higt18r 

up the ladder of Itwhite" orientation. They realize that 

with finances they are able to obtain many of the Itwhite" 

implemsnts (canoes, outboard motors, rifles, ski-doos, etc.) 

that can make life both easier and more enjoyable. However, 

working for wages is a relatively new concept, which is in 

sharp contrast to thejr former life of hunting and trappping. 

Few natives enjoy yoar-round employmont and part-time work 

is the best that most can, at this time, acquire in the 

snttlen1ents. 

What Ervin has to say of Inuvik holds true, to 

varying degrees, for ~ther Delta settlements. "The present 

economy is a highly artifir.ial ons, flot dependent on the 

expurtation of natural resources 01' on manufactured products. 

Govprnment services and contruction, supported by heavy 

financial "underwriting" frO,il the sout.h, form the basis 

of this artiricj~l economy. Most of the permanent and 

native population are now supported through subsidized 
1 

sea son a 1. llJ a 9 8 ·-1 abo u r an d weI f a l' e pay me n t 5 • " A t T uk to yak t u k 

ovor 90% of the nativG families are on wolfare. 2 

.. _._----- ----
1 A.M. Ervin, 1968, p.2. 

2 per personal communication. 
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The native is caught between the "old" and the 

"new"; culturB-conflict results. 

RELIGION AND EDUCATION -...... ----..... -~.-,---.---

Religion plays an important role in settlement life. 

As Porter points out, "In Canada the churches hf-Jre assumed 

a crucial place in the structure of ~ow8r. Religion inter-

woven with ethnicity and social class, has been and continues 
1 

to be the most divisive element in Canadian society." 

This also holds true, to a great extent, in the Mackenzie 

Delta. The church h<,:s t.J£)(?n 8vident in aU D81tB settlElmsnts 

shortly after such settlem8nts were established. Fort 

McPherson has had an Anglican mission since 1860.
2 

In 

Aklavik, the Anglican church was 8sLablishod in 1919 and 

3 
the Roman Catholic in 1926. 

Since their inception, thE:-'church has played a major 

role in education, and the early missionaries did a great 

deal of good in the 5pheres of eduction, olEldical care, and 

social assistance. However, their educational offerings, 

while better than nothing, woro not really geared to the 

rapid dovelopr;oont that was tu cOlne. "Wi th the growing 

i'flPortance of the Arctic, tho inadequate education system 

---.,-----.,----,-~--.. ------,-------------.-
1 

J. Porter, 1966, p.51l. 
" 2 

W.E.S. H8noch, 1961, p.89. 
3 

D.H.J. Clairmont, 1963, p.39. 
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that thE! missiDns hsd esb:i.bli.shed was bound to give way, 

sooner or luter, to a broader and more cOrTIprohansive system 

operated by the gov~rnment and patterned after those in 

. " 1 Canadian provInces However, the church was not, and is 

not, willing to surrender the functions of education without 

a struggle. 

The two main competitors for soul salvation are the 

Roman Catholics and Anglicans. Affiliation of schools to a 

specific religious organization is still very strong in the 

Delta, and the student is often caught between two conflictir19 

l'Elli9ious ideologies. "The most obvious feature of religious 

organIzation in Inuvik is the diGhotofilY betnH?en Anglicans 8nd 

Catholics, and thu open co~petition between the two groups. 

The dichotomy is physically visible in thE'; hostels end the 

school •••• Thus we can see that this religious division has 

been "built into" Inuvik, and that people enter an already 

fixed scheme; they are plac8d in a situation where they 
2 

are identified with one group that. opposes another group." 

In the 1940's the Pentecostal movemBflt invaded the 

Delta and is actively competing with the long established 

Cat hoI i can d J\ 11 9 lie an rn iss i (J n s • The 9 a v 8 r n men t no llJ fa c e s 

demands from three religious en(laves. Many members of the 

_._-------------- ---------------------
1 

D. Jenness, 1964, p.123. 
2 

J. ~lailhot, 1968, p.4. 
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Pentecostal church want their own hostels. Can government 

support the Roman Catholics and Anglicans yet refuse equal 

support to the Pentecostals? If support is refused the 

Pentecostal or any other religious organization, the 

government is indeed being most discriminatory. "Thus, 

Christianity's northern chariot, hitherto drawn by two 
. ,,1 

quarreling horses, has now become a trolka. In the mid-

1960's the troika became a four-horse hitch, when the 

Church of Latter Day Saints was established in Inuvik by 

a group of mormons from southern Alberta. This fourth 

horse has rolatively IJttle say in t.he directiDn in which 

the carriag8 will take, as its membership consists only of 

s eve n f B rn iii D s, alI 0 f lIJ h 0 III are t ran SiD n t 
2 

"whites". 

I received tho impression from some members of the 

cloth that, whilp they werD well-maaning in their efforts, 

they wore doing little to inlroduce to their native 

congregation a true picture of the outside world. This I 

feel was a result of the fact that they themselves had no 

raal understandJn~1 of a modern technolo~l.ical state that is 

on the vergo of computerization. Hence, there is religious 

conflict that permeates throuf]hout the settlarfl[~nt r and to a 

marked degreo through the existing educational i~stitutions. 

-------- ------~.------.. --,.-------.---
1 

D. Jennoss, 1964, p.138. 

J • ~1 ail h J t, 1 9 6 8, p. 4 • 
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EDLlCI\TlmJ 

If one looks at the educational system as a separate 

entity and does not include the church intervention or the 

culture-conflict problem faced by tho student, it is a 

very impresGive system. The physical plant is one that 

would do justice to many towns in southern Canada. The 

basiclc.u;tric:ulum uS8d is that of Alberta. The teachers are 

well-qualified (academically) and with rare exception, are 

genuinely interestnd in their work. The follol.l1ing infor .• 

martion is frcJni personal communication ld th teachers in the 

Delta. 

To t88ch in the Nortwust Territories one must hbve 

a provincial teachinq certificate (most commonwealth 

certificates are accepted provjded they have good teaching 

referer\ce~») Each teacher must have taught "outside" before 

being allowed to teach in the territories. Hence, the 

requirement.s are generaIly higher than tho national average. 

The a VB ra ge tin,e spen tin the nor th is approxi ma te 1 y hJO and 

one half years. 

I was informed that one advantage tho teachers 

enjoy, is that he has more freedom to experiment with 

teaching fllDthotiS and a chance to really test teaching rncthod-

ology. The disadvantages are that they experience isolation 

both personally and profossionally, and can henco get out of 

touch with now teaching methods. They also complain about 

the high cost of living. Practically all teachers were in 



favour of an incrcns~ if1 vocational and adult education, 

but the problem is lack af finances, facilities and stafr. 

Teachers are attractad narth for a variety of 
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reasons such as the fact that it is to them a new experience; 

to satisfy their curiosity about the north; in same caes 

because of high8r wage8; and also the pioneer element still 

exists. They felt that the programme of study for lower 

levels should be adapted to local situations until the 

studnnt gr(j~,ps the basic fact~; (i. e. spoak of mLJskrat and 

caribou, rather than trains and trucks.) 

Tho aim, to them, appears to be to prepare the 

student so that he can fit into a southern mode of life if 

he or SI18 so desjres. The native populRtion gHnerally feels 

that oducatjon is good for the children, Bnd are willing to 

sacrifice so that their childrell can take advantage of it. 

H 0 s t.i 1 i t Y do 8 s n (l t e xis t tot h H sa rn [l ext e n t to llJ a r d s tea c her s 

as it dues to\Uc-lrrJ fI,ost other transients, bBcausa the p£3ople 

realize that "outsid8" teachers are necElssary if their 

children are to advance. 

The teachers did not feol that either education or 

religion should be forcud upon the natives t but at the same 

time felt that both elements were wanted by most natives 

within the settlements. Th-ey did not (with some exceptions) 

feel that x'BUgion shoulej have any say in school affairs, 

nor should it be taught as part of the curriculum as it 
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now is. (ch.ildJ·en con bo e>:cusc)d from religious teaching 

with parental p8rmission) 

As stated, the foregoing is from the teacher's 

point of view. The Delta teachers, while well-qualified 

academicully, have no, or very little, understanding of the 

sociocultural ,socioeconomic, or psychological problems 

faced by Delta natives. Their orientation for teaching in 

the north is a fel ree which is mainly concerned wi th admin-

istrative functions and the bureaucratic hierarchy, rather 

than familicnizing them wi t.h the existing problcHllS. Also, 

many teachers do not recognize the basic problems after 

having tc~uyht. there for several years. 

"Wi th few UXCElpt.ions, the teachers are southern 

Canadians who go north to teach for two or three years with

out trainin g or e xpcr i enee in teach! ng nor thern chi 1 dren. ,.
1 

This holds true for the Delt~ teachers. One needs more than 

well-meaning poople to make the system work, and it would be 

most desirable to orient the teachers befor8 they arrive in 

the north. Many view the world through ro~e-coloured glasses, 

and some feel that their mission is to "seven the native 

and i n h' 0 due 8 hi rJl tot h e " 0 n 1 y II way 0 f I i few h i c h tot h 8 m 

is the "white" vJaY of life. What Honingman says of the 

Eestern Arctic holds true for mnny teachers in tho Delta. 

1 
1'11. Von Ste8m~el (ed), 1966, p.130. 
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"Tho teachers had little regard for cultural relativity, 

and tho result was that they failed to S8e how consistently 

Eskimo life encourages children to grown up into independent 
1 

and very resourceful adult human beings." 

While I criticize the teachers it must not be 

forgotten that, as already stated, most are genuinely inter-

ested in their work and in helping the natives acquire the 

nell) ski 11 s t hat ttl e y IIJ i 11 nee d • The t EH) c her s are the 

working part of the educational system, <'md we must look 

behind the system and see who decidos on educational policy -

in this case it is the government. If education of the 

natives is to be successful, the government must first of 

all educate the educators. 

._-_._ .. _-----
1 

~l. Von St88nsel (ed) 1966, p.?3. 
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INDIVIDUAL AND COMmUNITY PROBLEffiS ----........ --......... -.. --~----"'- . ._'...------"-:'-" ... -----

As mentioned, the settlements of the Delta operate 

from a rather artificial economic base. Added to this 

artificiality is the great disparity between thE! "haves" 

and the "have-nots". Probably nowhere is the distinction 

as sharp as it is in Inuvik. I feel that. onn of the ideas 

in thE3 dBsigning and construction of Inuvik wes to shoLlJ 

that many of the features of urban Canada could be successfully 

transplanted into tho far north. In some aspects this has 

beon realized, but at the same U.f1ff:J it is painfully clear 

to R nswcomnr thut m~ny acut8 problems exist. "lnuvik 

stands out as a town that reprGsents the dominant Canadian 

culture in the Arctic. Its schuol, its suburbia, its sup8r 

market, its fi\ie oclock rush hour, and many other of its 

decidedly urban and modfHfl quali tins Luill sorVE} 85 a model 

or life that up until nol'J could only be seen in magaZines 

or movies by. peopJe living in ttw Del ta .. Inu\lik is a bright 

shinin~.J picturo of the outside VJorld t.hat has come into the 
1 

norttwrn midst." Statements such as the foregoing must 

be taken in the light that either tho aut.hor is attempting 

to be a humourist, or else he is completely blind. The 

rift, in terms of material facilities alo!.,1.~_, between 

-----.--------... ---... ---.------" ... --.,---~----
1 

R. Cohen, 1962, p.63. 
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administrative personnel and practically all natives, is 

most obvious. Cooper speaks of tithe striking di fference in 

the extent of the amenities of southern life available to 

administrative and technical people from thB south and those 

the fest of the popUlation can obtain. The width of this 

gap is clear to every tourist, no matter how short a time he 

d · tt . ,,1 may spen In ·le reglon. 

Inuvik can be roughly divided into three areas: the 

serviced area; the unserviced area; and, tent town. Lotz 

describes tont tOI.\Jfl as follows: "this are3., around the 

margin of TVJin lakes is a slufl1, The populatiorl is entirely 

E ski IT1 o. I n d i a /l 0 r r!18 tis, Vi i tho r.] yon 0 ort;.u 0 W hit e s • H 0 u~; i n 9 

consists of tents, tent frames, cabins and shacks. There are 

only one or two good cabins. Housing conditions are the 
2 

worst I have BVB!' 8ncnuntel'8d anywhrnB in the north. II He 

contjnues: Tent town is a d8pr~ssing place. living condilions 

are universally had. Most shacks and Cobins are poorly built, 

and measure 10' x 15' or 10' x 25' ••••• felJJ shacks have 

porches, and garbage, empty crates, beer and liquor bottles 

litter the ground. Interiors are dark and gloomy and 
3 

usually fIlthy." 

1 P.F.Cooper, 19G7, p.14. 

2 
J. lotz, 1962, p.9. 

3 Ibid, p.20. 
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The study dons by Lotz was mado in 1962 and while 

many changos have oceured tdnce then, olle docs not have to 

look very far to see some of the conditions he has doscribed. 

Also, such conditions are very evident at Aklavik and 

Tuktoyaktuk. (I did not huV8 the opportunity to viow 

Arctic Red River or fort r~CPhE!rSOn, and hence am unable to 

comment on them. Reindeer Station, which r did visit, did 

not appoar to have this problem to any extent) Again, the 

rift between the two extremos was most obvi.ous. Keeping in 

mind thr:; material facilities with which most natives must 

cope, I would now like to turn to some of the social 

conditions thut exist, to varying degroDs, in all Delta 

set t 1 []In fl n t s • 

Social Probloms 

ThE! social problems that exist in the Delta are 

manifold. However, it must be stated that such problems 

are not to be found only in the Delta, and most of them to 

a greater or lessor extent, or in a di.fferent form, can be 

recognized in most sections of Canada. But, to me, the 

problems are more obvious because of the fact that: 

(a) tho visual pbysicol cont.rasts in terms of "haves" 
and "ha ve-no b," are seen dai 1 y 

(b) many whites talk regularly (among themselves) about 
such problems. 
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(c) most important, thpl.'£:: j s no place to "hide" such 
problems, whereas in a large city, many social ills 
Bre often restricted to a specific area(s), and 
the majolity of the populace does not come into 
daily contact with thorn. 

The settlemont population will first be examined in terms 

of three age groupings. 

UNDER 25 YEARS GROUP _ .. __ .. _--_ .............. _--_ ..... --
A large segment of this group has never experienced 

anything ElxC£:}pt settlement lIfe. To them, "bush-life" is 

forElign, eXCE)pt p~rhaps during ~3umrner vacation. This group 

is gf-lnerally oriented t01JJi1rds trw school or hostel environ-

ment, which pruvides a marked contrAst to the home environ-

mente As a result of tl115 dual orientation, stress in the 

home is not unusual. "As a result the children's respect 

for their parest:; tends to be 1011.1. Similarly, many are 

ashamed, or at least c(Jnfu~}Eld, ahout their native origins 
1 

and identities. Few indicated any desire to become trappers." 

The children are hencH baing exposed to soverel 

worlds at the 88me time. The adults face the same situation 

but from another point of view. Many of the children are 

in hostels away from purents and family for almost ten 

months of the year, during which time they are exposed to 

a " w h i l (~" e due a t ion 3 1 5 Y s t em, a " l'J hit f.!" reI i 9 i 0 u s 

1 
. A.rll. Ervin, 19G8, p.IO. 
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establishment, Cine; generally, a "vJhite" way of life. What 

happens when they finish their education? 

If they go"outside", they find life extremely 

difficult if for no other reason than racial discrimination. 

let us not ignore the fact that Canada does have discrim

ination. Also, while they have boen exposE~d to "white" 

goals, they are not adequately prepared to reach such goals. 

One eskimo of about twenty years of age with grade eleven 

education, told me that he had gone outside (Vancouver), 

but could not fuc8 ths loneliness, the ruuh of city life, 

and all the unkno~swhich we who have lived in cities think 

Ii t t Ie, i f H n y 1. h }. n iJ, 0 f • The t ran sit. i (1 n w 8 S t n () (J;:'E:~ at, and 

he returned home to Aklavik. His story is by no means an 

isolalod example, and rnBny othElI's of his 89H group face 

thn sarllB experience bOC8USEl of the great di fferonco in 

social, educational and ethnic barkground. The educational 

system, whiCh serves the D81tH nativBs, can only introduce 

a person to a very li~it8d und8rstanding of another way of 

life, 

The second possibility open to B native who attains 

all, or part, of a high school education is to remain in 

the settlement. He is now faced with the problem of "what 

to do", The educational systom has b!ught llJhite goals, and 

in part,hsll\! to reach such ~Joals, but only limited employment 

~opportunities exist in tho settlements. 
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Returning to his home environment is also difficult 

because his parents tlBve not had his education and hence 

are at a different level of accularatian. Also, as his 

native language is not taught in school, he may have a 

communication problem, with his parents. Being at a hostel 

for about tAn months of the year means that he dOBs not 

have the skills that he would have learned had he been with 

the family. In the hostel he has been exposed to a completuly 

"white" way of life. All, or part, of such white mores may 

be excluded from his homo environment. This points to 

one thing - confljct. 

Thus, if he goes "outside" he faces many unfamiliar 

problems wi th which he is inadeq\J8tely prepared to deal; 

if he return~3 to the settlement where he rec8iv(:?d his 

education*, he will have difficulty in securing full-time 

employment; and, if he returns home he faces a similiar 

situation to that of going "outside", that is, lack of 

preparation. SomEl refer to this group as a "lost generation" 

and in this thore is unfortunately, a larg8 amount of 

truth. 

* Inuvik is the only Delta settlement offering education 
at the high school level. 

" 
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25 - 50 YEAn ACE Gf\CJUP 

Ervin writes of this gen~ration: "This generation 

grew up during the end of the fur-trade era. Their values 

were formed in a bush milieu. It is this generation who 

have the greatest difficulty in adapting, and who represent 
1 

the crux of the adjustment problElm in Inuvik. II Again, 

this statement holds true for settlements other than Inuvik. 

like the younger generation, this group too is caught in 

several wort d~, at the same t.i rne. His fOI'mE~I' bush skills 

are of no particular use in the suttlernent, and working 

regular hours for wages i~ foreign to him. His former ljfe 

had bE'Jen gEcu~ed to tho seasons I not the clock. Added to 

this, js the fact that fuJI-t.ime ernploYfllont is difficult 

to attain. VDVY few of th8m can assist* thojr childt'8r1 .in 

[)btainir\~) an education, as most of them only have lirn.itEJd 

schooling themselv8s. 

most do not comrrehend the machinery of politics, 

administration or education, and mBny whites view them 

as seco[)d class citizens. frustration is the inevit.able 

outcome, and wRlfare payments are, for many, a major 

source of incOli1e. 

1A• fri • Ervin, 1968, p.g. 

*\.llhen I say ':assist their children" 1 am refrH'ring to academic 
assi stanc(·). They can (and somG do) "assist" by rnaintairli ng 
a home 8nviron~ent that permits the child to develop regular 
study habits. 
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OVER 50 YEAn en [IUP 

This group is almost completely oriented to the old 

bush way of life, yet, since the development of settlements 

most of this group is living within the confines of the 

community. Due to their age, they are unable to obtain even 

part-time work (there are a few exceptions to fhis) Due 

to the communication gap, they are on the perimeter of 

both the native and non-native society. Communication 

b £~ t W H 9 nth 0 m fl e 1 ve san d t h E3 i r g ran d chi 1 d l' e n i s p rae tic a 11 y 

non-existent, as neither CBn roally comprehend the world 

of the other. At one time thers were close ties betw8en 

young and old: this is fast disappearing. 

Due to the {!Iedical care that is available in the 

sett.lernoflts, lifo is sorne what casier for this group than 

it UJould btl were they still living a "bush" way of life. 

The basic problem of old ago is certainly not unique to 

th8 Delta. However, the problem appears to have been 

magnified due to the rapid influX of B new technology 

and culture. 

ASSOCIATED PROBLEMS 

Two other major proble~s are thoso of venereal 

disease and alcohol. For the Northwest Territories as 

a whole, ~Th8 incident of gonorrhea doubled during the 
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year." This statement was issued in the annual report 

of the Northwost Tprritorios for the year 1965-66; 

unfortunately, it was not stated what it was prior to 

doubling. In the Delta, rampant is tho only word to 

de~crib8 V.D. "Dr. Frank Boyce treats what he claims is 

the highest venoreal disease rate in Canada. H~ gets four 

or five cases a day in the hospital at lnuvik, and estimates 

° 2 that more than half of the town's 2,800 persorls are afflIcted." 

lYlany peoplB I talked with felt that this estimate by Dr. 

Boyce WaS too high, Clnd suggested that 30% to I~O% VJould 

be more realjstic. If indeed only 30% of the Inuvik 

population has V.D., even this is out of all p~oportion to 

other erass in Canada. For example, in Hamilton, Ontario 

cl uri n 9 tho Y CJ a 1: 1 968 I the r e Vi ere 270 rep 0 r t (3 d c CI s e S 0 f 

gonorrhea, and 53 reported cases of syphilis.
3 

However, 

what is reported and what actually exists is a completely 

difforent malter. «It follows, then, if tho estimates are 

correct, that tilers were oval' 200 caSE:S of syphyilis and 

2,000 cases of gonorhea in the Hamilton-Wentworth area in 
4 

1968." Compared to H8.milton, Inuvik has morB than its 

___ • __ 0 ___ _ 

1Annual Report of tho Northwest Territori~s, 1965-66: p.25. 

2Weekend Mog8zine (October 7, 1967), p.14. 

3Tho Spectator (February 13, 1969)p.39. 

4 Ibid , p.39. 
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share of venereol disoase, in proportion to its popUlation. 

Alcohol problems are extremely evident in most 

Delta settlements, and payticularly in Inuvik. In 1960, 

the liquor store was moved from Aklavik to Inuvik, and 

this is the only legal retail outlet in the Delta. "It 

has only heen in the last decade that drinking has been 

considered a "problem" by the official white representatives 

in the area. "Boot-legging" was always conducted on a 

small scale and homobrew became part of the native way of 

life, and did not appear to be disruptive.«1 Now, however, 

"TherE! can be little doubt but that. heavy drinking presents 

the most serious adjustment problem confronting Northerner 
2 

townspeople." Consumption of perfume, vanilla extract, 

after-shave lotion and hair-spray is not uncommon.* Wood-

alcohol is sometimes consumed. It appears that those who 

drink heavily do so to roach a euphoric state, and not for 

the pleasure of alcohol per 5e. Frustration is probably 

the basiC cause for heavy consumption. "depression, self-

dissatisfaction, anomie, Bnd oconomic frustration present 

valid explainations for certain group and personal aspects 

-------------
l' ._ D.H.J. Clal!'mollt, 1963, p.55. 

2J\.riL Ervin, 1968, p.l? 

* I personally witnesses the consumption or attemptod 
purchase for consumption, of these items. 
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of the drill!d n9." 

Drug~ have not, as of yet, been used by Delta 
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natives, nor do I think they will be due to the problems 

of obtianing them. 

It is v8ry difficult to obtain information regarding 

homosexual activity, but I have been informed by a reli2lble 

source that there has only been one known case of homo-

sexuality in the Delta, and it ruas between an Eskimo youth 

and a member of the Canadian Armed Forces. Hence, it can 

be said that deviclnt behaviour in t.his l'Bgard does not 

exist. 

ADMINISTRATIve VIEW - NATIVE VIEW --' .. _---_._--_ .. - .. -------

Niehoff, in speaking of underdeveloped areas, 

points out that "the advj~or must be introduced to the study 

of change from a socioculture point of view. He is already 

committed to the necessity for change ••••• he needs to 

undorstand how it (change) can tRke place within other 

. 2 
socIocultural systems." The teacher is not alone in 

being ignorant of the native culture, and most government 

personnel Are in the same category. Like the teachers, the 

adlflini stra till'S need orientation prior to being sBnt north. 

1 A.M. Irvin, 1968, p.l? 

2 A.H. Niehoff, 1966, p.S 
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(Area Administrators do have some training prior to 

arrival, but to me, it is not nearly sufficient) Added to 

this was the fact that not one government administrator 

could give me a clear answer as to what the official policy 

for the north actually was. Perhaps such a policy does 

not exist - if this be the case, then it is time that some 

guidelines were formulated. 

Many civil servants in the Delta are dedicated to 

the task, and giv8 their utmost effort - many are not. 

Some reg~rd the north as a stepping-stone to the upper lev818 

of civil servant hiararchy. for m8ny, when they will be 

le6\1ing the north is the main topic of conv€Hsation. This 

attitude adds fuel to an al~Bady well-fannod fire. 

One administrator told me that his solution to the 

native problem was to ship every men, woman and child 

living north of the Arctic Circle ta Southern Canada, as 

facilit.ies such as schools, ho~~pitals and the like VJould not 

have to be duplicated in the north. He wanted a forced 

integration of these people into the happy, non-discriminatory 

equal-opportunity arRB of metropolitan Canada. Another said 

that "The man who pays the piper calls the tune." and as the 

southern Canadian taxpayer is paying the piper, he should 

call not only the tune, but the method of danCing. It is 

true that much of the money for northern development daes 

come from the southern taxpayer it is equally true 

th8t most taxpayers are in total ignoranco 
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of thr:~ north. It should bu borne in mind that, "modern-

ization efforts are by definition in basic conflict with 

traditional ideas, customs, and techniques. The forces 

of conservatism are strong bocause however poor the local 

conditions of life may be, it is a successful adaptation 
1 

which enables tho people to get by." Many government 

representatives would do well to remember this fact, as 

adaptation to a completely new way of life will take time 

and patience on their behalf. 

All personnel going north be they teachers, 

administrators, police, or even part-time summer students, 

should havp some degree of orientation, even if it is limited 
2 

to reading "the Silent LanguagB. tl 

The naU.ve view of "out.side" reality COfTl(1S to him 

via C.B.C. radio, motion pictures, magazines, and those 

representatives of the south who are there. The CBC, I feel 

is doirlg an excBllent job of acculturation. On the other 

hand, motion pictures give little inSight into the "real" 

world. As many natives have great difficulty in reading 

English, (many cannot read at all) magazines do vary little 

to fur the r t h 8 irk n 0 til 1 f) (f 9 e 0 f the " 0 u t sid e" W 0 rId. 

1 c.rn. Arnesb8rg and A.H. Niohoff, 1966, p.82 

2 
LT. Hall, 1966. 
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The majority of whites that are there from the south 

are anything but a normal ropresentation of a southern way 

of life. Some are there to escape from financial, marital 

or alcohol problems. Some seok adventure and a new way of 

1 i fe - some go wi th a genlJin(~ desire to help - some go for 

res8nfch. But, with exceptions, such people are not 

representative of a nine-to-five, worry about the mortgage, 

weekend at the cottage, upward - and - onward way of life. 

They are abnormal in this sense. The natives are tbus 

exposed to those_who, while they are from the south, are 

not truly representative of the south. HenLe, the native 

view of "outside" is rather hazy. 

How 8 V 0 r, lIJ hi 1(,] " 0 u t sid e I, may II e a n r~ b u lou S con c e p t , 

the settlement can bo viewed in concrete torms. ~10 s t. 

nativ8S hold a negative view of settlement life, and this 

is particularly true in the C<::8e of Inuvik. The settlements 

are f81t to bE! an impersonal "white-man's" world. "The 

town-dw811ing native people have foelings of 'rel~tive 

deprivation' when they compare their livirl9 conditions with 

the living conditions of tha transients, for whom urban 
1 

serViCfJS are pI'ov.idf3d with comparf~tive libercdity" 

Tho natives, while perhaps unable to articulate the 

-----_. __ ... -.-----.--.----------.---.. -----~-.-.----

1 
h.M. Ervin, 1968. p.? 
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"native-white" dichot.omy, eRn certainly see the rift. 

Many are becoming mora and more dissutisfied with what they 

S88. 
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CON CLUS I mJ - -
The first section of this thesis presented an 

overview of Arctic culture - the facts themselves are a 

conclusion. It would indeed by gratifying to say that 

the Dorset-,'Thule transition \JJBS a peaceful one; or, that 

Denbigh-Dorset was one of great conflict. This cannot be 

said for the simple reason that we just don'~ know. It 

would even be more exciting to conclude by stating that 

aDo r S 8 to. T h III e c u 1 t u ret r a i t con tin u u m c a ; 1 bt~ 0 b ~3 e r ve d 

in the modrJrn friackenzie Delta. Unfortunatoly this too 

lacks any archaeologic~l support. 

There is no evidence to suggest that hostility 

occurcd hot~nnn the vRrious Eskimo cultures. Likewise, 

no evidenc8 is available to support the view that the 

transitions luure peaceful. In examining cult.ure transition, 

psychologic81 hostility must be kept in mind. Unless 

one is able to view a group diructly, or indirectly (via 

written records, folklore and the like) it is difficult, 

if not impossible, to determine the extent of mental 

coercion. With the early Eskimo, no direct and very few 

indirect obs~rvations are available. 

Hence, the questions are numerous'- the answers are 

scarce. However, it has been v31uable to review Arctic 

culture from this broad perspectivB prior to examining a 

specific area, because it enables one to truly appreciate 
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the vast gulf bettlJoen old and n8llJ. (\lso, it illustrates 

the fact that culture change is not a new phenomenon to the 

Arctic. However, thG chunge today is for more rapid than 

ever before. Further, by an understanding of the past,w8 

perhaps may glean a more knawlBdgeable insight of the 

present. 

In synthesizing the second soctio!), that concernl':!d 

itself specifically with the Mackenzie Delta, more concrete 

conclusions c~n be stated. The Delta, like all Arctic 

areas, is one of delic3te balanc8. This man-lend-mind 

relation5hip can be ~asily disturbed. It apresrs that tho 

Eskimo did not have the means to radically al tel' or de[;troy 

the resource nnvironrnont, and hanco the balance was rT13int

ainDd. The regional fauna and flora provided the basis for 

life; toclay;-such is not th8 casc. With the arrival of 

"outside" exploiters, the mental construct of the native 

towards the rhysicGI) and biogeographic landscape changed 

drastjcally. In turn, the psychological environment was 

likewise altered. Where he had utilized the renewable 

resource base, he now exploited it. 

The fir::;t, rnore-or ... less permanent,. whitE! residents 

went to the Delt~ with the sole purpose of exploiting this 

rich fur area. Like tho traders, the whaling crews that 

~ followed were only interestod in the dollar return from 
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their investment. M~ximum profit from minimal capital 

outlay appears to have been the motto of these early 

entrepreneur s, p,H ti cular ly the wi lal ers. There wa s nei ther 

concern nor regard for either the human or physical environ

ment. While this intervention by the two commercial 

activities radically altered the native mores and values, 

he was still able to maintain many of his traditional norms. 

This was possible because neither whaler nor trader was 

concerned v!it.h thB native ideology. Hence, while disruption 

did occur, the man-land relationship remained, although, 

to be sure, thiu relationship wos far different than it ,hAd 

previously been. 

During this poriod the nucleus of sett18ment dev81op.~ 

men t occurs d. HOl~!(-? ve I' 7 the i nd i genous popul a ti on s ti 11 . 

relilairwd vBry much a mi grcll'lt bush pcwple, visi ii ng t.he 

trading posts only three or four times a year. Of tho Delta 

settlements, only Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk were chosen bocause 

of specific site characteristics. For example, Tuktoyaktuk 

is the first sit8 east of Herschel Island thut is endowed 

with a deep ~at8r harbour. As dotailed earlier f Inuvik had 

to mest specific site requirements. On the other hand, the 

posts at Fort McPherson, Aklavik, Baillie Island and 

Kittigazuit wore selEcted more for their contiguous location 

to the r8source being exploited than for specific site 

advantagos. It is true that both Fort McPherson and Aklavik 
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were relocated in order to improve the site characteristics. 

However, in hoth instances, regional location was still of 

greater importance than site advantage. This is not to 

suggest that there was no purpose for the creation of posts, 

but rather, such posts could have been established elsewhere 

other than at their specific sites. This also holds true 

for Reindeer Station which could probably have been established 

at anyone of a number of easily accessible sites within 

the reindeer grazing reserve. Hence, the early Uoutsider" 

in the Delta selected as their location, B point from which 

e><plnitation could bf-lst be accomplished. If the demand or 

the supply decreased to the exlent whereby expenditures 

outwoighed profits, the operation came to a halt (as was 

thE! case at Hnrschel Islsnd. BaU.lie ISland, and Kittigazuit) 

Religion, in the form of Roman Catholicism and 

Anglicanism, became firmly established shortly aftor the 

trading posts emergod. The church was the first organization 

concerned with changing the native ideology. Hence, their 

function was far different than that of the earlier traders 

or whalers. Fdr over half a century the whalers have been 

absent from the Delta. This church-trader duo was joined, 

eventually, by the Canadian Government. The government had, 

from time to time, dabbled in the north, however, such 

intervention was rather sporadic. It was not until 1953 

, and the creation of the Department of Northorn Affairs and 
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N 3 t .i 0 n aIR (~ sou r c; 8 S t h 8 tan yin ten S B go ve r n rn e n tin vol ve [118 n t 

occured. Why did the fedoral government finally decide to 

becomFl invulvfJd? 

Pot'hBps the st. Laurent administration of the time, 

as have governments Bince, had a "vision" of northern 

grnstness. The re<'lsons are probably manifold, but. I feel 

that two of them are linked to the words "embarrassment .. 

and "potDnti.al". Embarrasnment, becc'lUse so Ii ttle had bE')en 

done for our northlJrn peoples. Potential, bElcause perhaps, 

there were millions in natural resources lurking just 

beneath lho permafrost. In addition, it appears as if 

there was concern over the question of sovereignly. Perhans 

it was felt that Canadian control over hel' Arct.ic dornain 

could best bEl maintained by ~lreat8r invol\lr~mGnt. WhalBvEJr 

the reasons/tho central 9ClVernn1f.:Jnt i~; now very much involved 

in the north. The lack of e policy does not 808m to deter 

the r:1 fro rn pi' 8 S sin 9 a h e ad. 

As can be seEn, a comrnercial-church-state sequence 

has evolved. It is interesting to speculate what would have 

occured had the north been void of an exploitable rcsourCH. 

Commercial vuntures would obviously have looked, and then 

retreaturi just as quickly. The church would probably have 

become involved but to a far lesser extent. As for 

gov8rnment involvmant, this would depend to a large extent 

~on the political, social and economic climate of tho times. 
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For example, had Canada been deeply involved in a major war 

in the 1950's, I seriously doubt that a D8partment of 

Northern Affairs and National Resources would have come into 

being. However, in time, government intervention would have 

occured, but as to its marginality or intensity, it is 

difficult to speculate. 

With the involvement of governmen~ came the bureau

cratic organization of schools, hospitals and other servic8s 

that had been rather limited and dispersed. Permanent settle

ment livinlJ bp.cafne the rule, not the exception. This in turn 

engenderod social upheaval on a grand sra18 that has, is, 

and will continuo, to be the major problem of the Delta. 

What can be done to ease the conflict during this difficult 

period of cultural adjustment? 

To begin, a definite government policy should be 

formulated for northern development. This is not to suggest 

a rigid programme, but rathor. one that will allOllJ for 

change whE.1n change is rlOces!:>ary. The innovators. should be 

made w8l1 aware of their role. and equally important, they 

should understand native reaction to new innovations. There 

must be mutual co-operation between native and white, and 

this can only occur through education of e~ch by the othor. 

Dec i s i (l n - rn a k c r s, bot h i nth e fie 1 dan d 5. nOt t a IlJ;:1. s h 0 u 1 d 

attempt to pave a more comfortable road to goal achievement. 
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The most pressing problem is that of the existing 

social concJi tions. Government, at thIs juncture, should he 

concerned prim3rily with applied resoarch - research that 

can be utilized within the next decade. The socia-geographic 

environment from <1 '!:!"9.i.t~.2. perspocti VB must be understood. 

OJuch of th8 rf!search that' is now br:'ling conducted may vJell be 

intelloctually stimulating, but has little, if any, direct 

application to tho major problem of the Delta. 

Exploration of the non-renewable resource-base 

should bo left, by and large, to private enterprise. Howover, 

the government should enccnnage and Rssist such undertclkings 

whenever possible, bnCHW:,t1 in the long term E,nalysis, tho 

future of the north will depend upon economic development. 

The Delta nativBs must not be considered an on unwonted obstacle 

in the p8th of progress. Instead, they should be encouraged 

to fully participate in the social, economic, and political 

development of their homeland. 

It is inevitable that the old way of life 

will disappear. Nsi th(~r whi to nor nati V8 

can retreat. Mistakes have, are, and will 

be m~de - hopefully we will benefit from 

them. 
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