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In the years since Confederaiicn, Cntario seems to have undergone

Y : g
profound social change, yet it seers 2z to have experienced relatively little
politice! change. This apparent parndax is the starting point of this thesis, The

initiol terms of reference thus centrs on chorye processes, bui considerable

attention is devoted to continuity und o wiaoiitly in both the social and political

arEnas,
Reduced to simplest terms, the cim of this work is to determine what the
refationsh ip has Leen between sccial chuige and reliticed chonge in Ontaric

over the nest cantury. Atthough 11 s crcognized that o gaod deal more s

Seivtal (orees are Lirosen s gouges of the interpley

e, The erpivical analysis consists of detetied
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EXelis ot i eleciion returns cnd of census dafu, employing teciiniqu ses bot!

clementary and moderately sephisticeled. i oddition *o the specifiz findings,
the data set genzwajed for these purnoses represents in inetl a significant
confribiotion fo knowledge of Qnterio poiitizs,
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The findings of this study may be arroved aleng four dimensions, First, no
startling or grond new interpretoticns of Ontario politics 'emcrge_. Secondly, a
host of new facts and insights on pariicular cbspec’rs of Ontarlo politics and
society. Thirdly, in g number of instances, the conventional wisdom of Ontario
electoiai Ristory nroves an either incomplete or inaccurate guide; this is

porticulariy so with respact fo commonty acceptad interpreiztions of politics

in the Nineteenth Coniury. Finally, a number of middle range hypotheses
ol I ur -‘ ! i ;“ o) ' "' O
revating social und political change ares tested In the conte t Ontario

history . The initially appeciing notion of critical reolignment, for examgle,
is found to have at best limited applicability to Cutorie. Some evidence

is cdduced in suprort of John Wilsen's theory of poiitical develnpment, but
important crortoemings emerge o wel!
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in tne end, the rather simpla-minded poredox posited ot the cutset s

furgely dispelied by o more thorough undaisianding of the complexities of the

socici chonge - nolitical change relotionship in Oniario. The following are

the key slements of this fuller view of the reloticazbip: e significant secial
change has faited to effecy lusting. subswantial pottiical wnd siectoral changes.,

, ' ;
=X PGVe come goout

LT

ff

Cnnwersety, no importont, enauring political or efecionsd «

raticn of social change info

TR e r . T P
o haan vneven - oand ot ]
i
1 [ o€ r ~ |
propounard lovels of charge, unceriain - for ¢ host of rensons; teme of tie

changes in Onimilo society hove been more apparant iron ves!, while others



have tacked political salience: riot ali nolitical changes have been manifesied
s r

electorally; the parties and their leodurs performi o crucial transmission role,

yet they also exert an important indspendent influence; the province's

diversity and its constituent commurnities have also had a telling effect, as has

(its social and political conservatism.,
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interralationchip of society and politics, Eszential to an under-
standing of 3ntario's histery is an appreciation of how its political
processes have responded te social conditions and pressures, The
paradox suagests that social and political changel do not seem tc it
together in the ways we might expect. This is noi to say that Ontario
is in some way o 'deviant cise' to be feconci]ed with a genesral model.

The point is, rather, t

iat if the relationship between two fundamental

cal system, seems paradoxi-

——
(a3

elements, Cntario's society and its po
cal, then we do not understand Jntavio very well, The paradox leads
us to ask why surface appearances are mislsading, and it suggests pos-

sible lines of ongui-y For reacning & better undarstanding of Ontario

poiitics.

in particuler, it raises cuesticns as vo the role of the gen--

0

erai citizenry in Ontaric political life, for it is here that the most
far-raaching changes in social structure and attitude seam to have

occurred, {learly, the sccial characteristics znd political activities
of the miass pubiic assume a -central gosition in the investigation o
the paradox. In addition, the political role of the general puplic is

an extremely important normative guestion in its own right, Eveiuz-

~g
=3
]
j ot
0]
1
-~
)]
ot
]
it
V1

tian of the degree and nature of democracy in a ooiit

for political engquiry.-and, by any definition,

Ul

‘one of the prime iss
demncracy cenires on public participation in politics. Accordingty,

i .
througnout this is,
ally be given the widecst possibie meaning:  thus, 'soci

subsimes the notion of eccnomic chance

I changz'' will nomi-
ial chanae'!



in both rnormative and analytical tarms, the mass public i3 crucial to
an understanding of Ontario politics,
Mass pslitical activity may assume a wide range of forms., In

Ont

¢

rio the most promirent-and enduring form of mass political invoive-
ment has baen througn eiections and the support of polirical parties,
Although voting and clectiorns are highly visitcle and are widely held
to have great effect on the nolitical decision: governing people's
iives, this i< no guarantee that eiectoral politics are-nscessarily
the most effective means by which Targe numbers of people engage in
political activity., Certainly cther forms of activity such as strikes

and oressure Group acitetion have cccurved sporadicatly in Ontario, with:

-

varying degrees of suczcess, Moresover, iticai involvement within

-
]

Timited community c€ettings often has 2 mere direct impact on people'’s
day-to~day cnncerns than the politicel Zecisicns, however reached, at
either ths federai ov provincial level of government, Stili, in its
influence on province~wide politizs, on the iszues znd processes affect-

ing the.-overaill direction and tenor of the province!s affairs, electcral

participation has been the most consistentiy impertant type of mass

Thus, in narrowing cadr Tocus on the complex interplay of social
and political change, enphasis on eiechians and electoral ¢hange -s=zms
F ge . g

a2 reascnabia choice, Birecting 2ttention to tnis iimportant form of
mass political activity should heip clarify the political rolte of the

generaa population, In turn, examining this key Tacet of the paradox

should impiove our understanding of the Ontario political system.



Qur cnalysis of the interaction nf sociel and solitical change is by
ro meane premised on the assumpiicon that elections zre the primary
mechanism tfor government control by the populsce, as porivayad in
*oivics=text! myrthology.

Accordingly, the aim of this thesis is a3 rfollows: to identity,
in as systematic a f the major eleciorai changes and

ashion as gossilkle

k3

cortinuities in ntario hisiory, and 1o detarmine how thase may have
been related to-the forces cf social cherus, with particular reference
tc the general pooulenion. Tnis ~ill be done through statistical anal-
yses of provincizl voting returns anc cevsus data. A more impression-

istic, but wore vide~ranging enguiry wiil aiso be mede into the social
bases of the 2rovinze and the oower dictriburions, jaaologies and pro-
cesses which have constitutes its poitcics, Here zgain the princioal

focus will be upon stability and charge i~ the sccial and political

dem »

these asproaches cariially oifset each other's

Q
"
(4%
o
-
-]
=
5
r1
:\

wezknesses., The insighis gained Trom the cne zompiement those derived
from the other; togeinar they shouid reveal a good deal about the role
of elections in the broader guestions o7 social~potinical change. in
considering popular participation [n or exclusion From the poiitical
mainsiream, thiz may daepen our uadersianding of now th:z
inpect of poteatially disruptive social change is diffused,

Clearly, this thasis can provide only very partial answers Lo
the farge-scale guestions posed ahoui the relationship betwzen socisl
and political changz, Indeed, it is premised on Lhe view Lhat coly

aizodes - in this cisa,

tiwrough detailed @aaminaticn of speci
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fother dmporitant change is tie marked leszening of politicel pre-

crcdapation with reliyion, though ths changes may be jess Tar-reaching

than wurfece oppeorance: would indicate, A thivd cuhsiantial politi-

-5

cai charge ifnvolvus vhwe expeasion of govermmenlt activitys vhe vave of

govermment spending and the romesr of civil servants required to ad-
rmiriscar The coparatus of the siate have both orown astronomically,
Tiie miponsion, m0st pronounced since tie Second World Wer, mirrors

for

the fTacressing tendency for the public to teok to government
solvgions to problems yviewed as sericiiy peivate affairs in an earlier
day. Yol the continuity (a che vndzotying moproach and philosophy of
governmant o discussed below, undzreouts a ¢nod deal o7 the potential
significanca of thee neigheered actinvity,
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ne Gmportance ol wuch policiCal CiEGen s viear, bui the

politiczi continuities are &b lcauvt as striving.,  Lonyg periods of one-

party dominencz, reflecting general poitiitica! cuiescence and satistac-
tion nave machaod provintiol rstory, Fundamzntal to the maincenanco

iy

of this politicel contivuiiv i< the hiabh priority whicn tradition and

o
i

communt vy nave alwavs enjoyed b dritacic,  Closciy

the presecvation o

and =ize of tha civil service
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tied 'n with the streagth and inflience of tradition and cemmunity has
been the or’entztion to government characteristic of many Ontarians,
both mass z=nd aiite, from Mowat's tTime down to tne present day, Cent-
ral to this orizntation has been the-pervasive view that the essential
Function of qovermmdnt is the corderly and honest management of- the -
provicea's collective woll-belng, with & view to steady material and
soeial progress,  This groeress, however, inust be brought about while
the prevaiiing social-and political order is maintained essentially
intack, with a wirirtm of inzerfarzrce 'n the position of.the individ-
21, This distinctive : ndrkervuulve cutiook, aptlyv characterized as
'orogressive cdaservatism’, has be:sr 3 consgant factor in Ontarie
politics, even when it has bzen necessary for [t to masquerade under

A ffarent jauvels and rhatorics, This orientation to government has

to the oravince'!s lacik of palitical volatility,

,—A

Leen cliesely related
though neither is an adequate expianation for the other,

Gn several occasions, the pattern of politics ag usual was
disrupted by the emergencs of forces dissatisfied with ths existing

political order. Tie Patrons of Industry in the 1350's, the Farmer-

Labour covernment folliowing the Great War, thz rise of Mitch Hepburn

during the Dzpression and the CCF upsurge during the Second Worid

War stand cut as the most volatile zpiscdes of provinciel histo-y,

Yet tho most srriking features of 211 but the last of these are their
reimarkably transient naturz, the speed and thoroughness with which
cenventionz) pulitics reasserted i¢5 primecy, and the lack of
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anduiring effccts,  Morsover, their 'radicalism! and their cbjections
to the tizivs quo were not based on eny fundamentally new proposa als
for the restructuriag of nolitical Vife. Instead, firly grounded in
the best traditiors of Cnlaric conservatism, they were mildly reac-
tionary throwbacks ©o whot were ¢2en a5 the abzndored principles of
an earlier era,

Withal, cautious reform heas bezn wore characteristic of Dal-

ario policics than hidebound voection,  As one historiar has commenozd,
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“hange comes most easily ro Onierio 0§ 10 s opaicln Tro L LIaon

by Leading invovaiors pariore bhost 2o retgibant

deagons,  if the sumr total ~f rovorm o in Dntacio hnrns o oubl o be dnex-
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The contrast betwoen the pelitical «w? the zocial order isg

vg.  twan the most curiory comparison of Sntevic in the era of
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Confederation and in the precort doy reveais meriod trensformations,

tn 1867 (meario was <carccly a generation emaved from a hackwaods

4

nioneer sociefy; it wes 23 osverwhehningly ruval and Anclce-Saxon prowv-

ince sntenseiy colonial and porccnial in osutlook.  Save 10 a most
5~ R I o [ R P N b ¢ v
Desmond Morton, Yotroduction:  People ond Poli

Gntario', in Douald {. IacDon,;u, ad,, The Government ard
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rudimentary form, education was the preserve of the few and was =
relatively iasignificant factor in society. Conversely, the churches
exerted tremoendous influence on all aspecrs o7 Tife, not Teastways in
the Ceneradion of wivespread religious strife and prejudice. Vhoat
wirs the pohne crop iaoan cconomy dominated by unmechanized agricul-
ture, with no comblones oF acuvy ndus oy, Wizt Tittle manufacturing
existed was cariied vt by skilled craftsmen ia small workshepsz,  Swali

towns held sway over the economic and scocial Tife of the immediai=zly
siryounding countryside; the populatici of Torontce, the giroviaca's
principal city, had yvet to reach 50,47C  Lompdnications were abomin-

ably slow, axcept aiong main routcs, whidl o ser tement beyornd the Trinmes

of the Frecombrian Shiel-{ woo al, ~ur orinl:s

- PR

The Ontario of & century later is oo aaly racognizn
thiz sketch. Althovros che ouin o kbhe popufoarion 1 stitl focerven n
the south, substantial cities and 2itensive extractive industries dot
the province!s north, The south has undergore profound change ifsety,
and has become heavily urbanized and indus. v alized, The releticnshi

v

of virtually ali segments of the work fTorce o the basic siructure =i
the economy = the ownership, objeitives znd weetiods of produciion and
distribution = bas radically aftterad., The lacoer urbon centres, ro-
plete wilth cpraw!ing suburbs, exh
reflecting the lYeavening influence of hundreds of thovsands of non-

Anglo=-Saxon immigrants., Toronto has develeoved into a powariul meryo-

1

ng the entire province wiithin i1s cochomic o0

(@]

peiitan force, embra



social hinterland, With tremendcus improvements in Lransporcaiion
facilities and the develonment of electronic communications media,
most smail <ities and towns, uwnable to compete with the metropolis,
have declined into tittie more than razgional service centres.
fog only i3 agriculiurs drastically reduced in economic and
cial significance, buc itz charcorer has dramatically changed as
well. Farming is now heavily mechanized and markzdly diversitied, so

that dairy farmers, frait growers, market gardeners, 'ivestock produc-

'3 on¢ tchzcoco Tarmers Tind few interssts in coammon., !n additicn,

(4]

domestic mar kets have Teor the most part replaced tne overs=zas markets
on vhich the whest econoay was based,
A huge educational establishmeni subily yet powertully influ-

ion nas correspondingly

)
—s

ences attitudes and cutiooks, Reli
much less potent ferce in snaping populay viewpoints, which have in
the main lost their parochial tinge. And ¥ present day Ontarians
are perhaps no less subject to & colonial mentality than-the;r vore-
bears, the empire to which they orient themselves is no langer that
of Britain, tut of the United States.

gnificant sspect of these changes i3 the Tact

by which the Ontaric of Sandfizld Hacicnald
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been transformed into Si11 Davis?! Place teo Stand® have offen
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been quite uneven in tempo; they have characteristically taken a
sharp spurt in a refatively short time spen., OBy way of illustresicn

industcrialization, potentially one of the most Ffar-reaching of ot
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continuities. Urbanization and industrialization, for example, may

- Ontario politics thaa might be theought i
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ligion and etimicity zocntinue to censtitute the politicaily relevant
divisions. Simiiarly, if Tanadian cities are less 'urban' in charac-
: 7
ter than agglomerations of frural villages', as_ S5.C. Clark suggests, -
2 iike conclusion would follow, Even if this interpretation is
correct, though, it only ssrves to raise the further question of why

subjective social chenges have rot kzpt pace with 'objective' social

change, in turn this focuses attention an the key issue of distin~
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guishing the changes in Qntar ociety which have stgnalied fruly

icart transfermations ~f {he social c-der from those which
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tave essentialiy been surface modific
i erxamines this protlen (0 4 theoretical veir and Chapter IV assesses
the central social chances in 9ntario history.
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Alternatively, the overall judgsement of political somnolence
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tcurate, or at least overstated.

One impertant source of inaccuracy might be tbe implicit emphasis oﬁ
highly visible mass politics. The political dispositions and activi-
tins of the elite aive, at e minimum, &g important as thoseréf tha
public., Thus fo the extent that the masses are excluded from the
poiitical process, social changes below the elite level, profound as

they might be, would be much more tenunusly related to political

-

"I,D. Clark, The Deve!oginﬁ Canadian Commuﬁity, <
zdition (lorcnto: University of Iuronto Press, 1958), 2517,




change. In short, our concentoation on elections may be misplacec,
The political skill exinibited by tle province's elitoy pres-

enis anothur possibility for resolving the gparadox, Ontario nas

been noveraed by <o extraordinarily gifted political cnimals who

Ravz succernt o fy aossnblen and mointained strikingly netercgeneaus
costitions, Ol o PMowst 15 e ot el sl case, but in their doy

. - 3 ks
saavd Fergusen ard the scemiigily endless parade ¢

post-war Tory chieftains have all prove: adent at wointaining con-

P -

veal aver the vrovince's affairs,  Still, neoc all peliticians are
hlecoed with 1he Mowet touvcn, nor can even the most adroit political
mErogeneat =nsiroz tuccess under all civrcunistanzes,  One of the prin-
cipatl “hens=s of (he fistorical enalycis of Chapter Hil is ithe ve-
spotsivensys and ihe general ceadioy-of potiticat Teadershin in
Critario,

Uritario's tranendous social and geographic diversity o

.

{ far-reaching poiitical chonges hove e

ris. rto the possibhilizy tren

ceed occurred, wut within regionally or socielly limited bounrds,

with the resule that they aie lost in any aggreccte view of the prove

o

ince's hictory, This i5 not a very catisfacrory explanation: it

. .

bespesks a mochaniciic view of the composition of Ontario society.

Furiher, it roisces the question of how far~-reaching are political

ool only affect a feow segments of society,

This interprefativn gains plausicility when it is recast
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appreciation of the
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of commun;'ties,8 and since they have intrinsic social importancs,
politics may well be played cut within community bounderies., At a
minimum tiais would remove notential political conflict from the
provincial arena, thereby irhibiting political change. - Depending cn

-zover, it may be that sub-

the potitical salience of community, mo
stantial changes taking place at this level szem, froem & province=
wide perspective, less profound than they really are. Unfortunately,
the statistical analysis is necessarily confined to socia! 2ggregates-
and geographic regions which do not always correspond to actual com-
munities. Tho communitarian bases of Ontaric society are briefiy
discussad in Chapter iif%,

Since the empirical focus of this thesis {s the transtation
of social rharge irto electoral chance, it s imsortant to recognize
that this is by nu means always a simple one-onto-one relstionship.
Depending on the nature and scope of the social change ard the re-
sponsivehéss, ideolegical context -and formal structuras cf the elec-
torajl process, this reiationship may assume a number of forms. Accord-
inagly, it is possible that the paradox represents nothing move or less
than our lack of understanding of the ways in which electoral proces-
ses stifies or promots political responses to social change. The
electoral context Tor tie sccial change - politicail chande nexus

is discussed in Charter il, and is 2 central subject for invescigation
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A more detailed formulaticon of the
isn' within Ontario's value systex must await Chapter {1Y; for
present purposes, it is sufficient to point out that we are referiring
to 'sociclogical! communities,
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tirougheut the subsequent enalysis,
At this juncture, a question must be raised which may add scme
neaded persgective: parsdoxical compared to what? - Compared to what
othzr politizal systems nay Ontario be said to be lacking in poiitical
response to social change? Briel reflection suggests that much the
same ‘paradox! might be posed for several (enadian provinces and in-
deed thz country as a whole., The Ontario expzrience might not sesem

50 3ingular had we a fuller-understanding, based on broad comparativs

[¥3)

[y

anatvsis, of the social change - political change nexus, Clearly

though, this would require an enormcus undertaking, so that .in re-

icting attention to Ontario the guestion must b2 recast inte more

‘n
~r
]

feasible twerms: what politicai changas misht -have beer expected to
result from the social chances Cntario nas wndergon=?

Answaring aven this question presents Tormidable difTicuities,
The racant work of John Wilson sets out the framework for a2t least a
partial response. Wilson considars that for pelities with a 'prior
history of representative government”? the proagression from rural to
advanced industrial society corresponds, indee& causes a specific,

paralle!l progression in the velues and structures of the poiitical

[¢]

system, This linkage is particuiarly evident, so the theory holds,

in the composiiion of the party systea.

9

Jonn Wiison, 'The Canadian Political Cultures: Towards s
Redefinition of the Nature of the Canadian Political System,t
cansdien Jourral of Politiczl Scie~ce Vil (Septemher, IG7h4), 455,

ni2,
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Poiitics in the pre.ndustr al society, according to this
schema, turn or religious and ethnic conflicts, and on the clash
between rural znd urban interests, The party system ''is dominated
by two great partiec of the l=ft and the right...while both of them
may serve the interests of the owming class, one of them is likely to

-
]

be a party of the aristocracy - or of the landed gentry, or, if one

likes, simply an agricultural party - and the other is likely to be
a party of the master manufacturers =~ a party of trade and commerce

IIlo

talist party. As society -indus-

or, in a very narrow snnse, a cap
trizlizes, the cld party system proves inadeauste fcor coping with the
demands of ta= emercing wage-ezrning ciass, and thus comes under

pressure to cnange, In the ensuing ceriod of azdjustment, 'both of

b

the cider partiac mest adiust cr face axtinction,“'3 Whether working
class interests are accommodated by one or both old parties, as in
the Unitad States, or emerge in a party akin to the British Labour
Parwy, which replazes the iess fiexible established pafty, the end

result in the advanced industrial society is a two party system fea-

turing polarization over issues of economic equa!ity.lé The three

party system, in Wilson's view, '2ppears tc be the typical condition

13

of otherwise stable societies during the period of transition.!
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Ontaric, by virtue of its three party system, is cla

- S . oy . o
as a transitional polity in an industrializing socisty,  with the
NDP attemptiing, in the best Labour Party tradition, to bring about

ation of industrial society. A rether disquieting

—

)

the class polariz
problem in accepting this analysis for Ontario is the fact that Ont-
ario has sported three substantial parties for over three decades,
rone of which seems particularly inclined tc quit the scenme. indeed,
¥Wilscio has elsewhere observed that electcral competition in this

province 'thas developed to a stzqge where any one of them might raa-

sonabiy expect to take power at the next election'!, ’ VWilson points

5
=
=
o

out that the Canadian party system is little more than an ar
- . L , 16 e . .

aggregation of ten provincial party systems; considering its size
and diversity, 2 like argument could e mounted fer-Ontario., Eastern
Ontario, Northern Ontario, the Southwestern Peninsula and the Goldzn
Horseshoe may 211 represent, if not independert political systams

3 i P b
then subsystems at different stages of socic-economic (and thus, pol-

itical) development. What thus appears in sum as a three party

system may be more accurately interpreted as a series of two party

3
i, . . .
ibid,, 459, L471-4, in a rather curicus irversion of the
cause and esriect relationship, Wilson infers the nature of a society
frem its perty system,
15

John Wilson and David Hoffmar, '“ntario: A Three Party
System In Transition,'" in Martin Robin, ed., Canadian Provincial

Politics: The Pariy Systems of the Ten Provinces (Scarboroughs
Prentice-dall, 1972}, 199.

i6

Wilscn, '"Canadian Political Cuitures,t Lug, -
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systems, with the Tories as the cormon denominator., In addition tou a
general transition in the social bases of political life from ethni-
city and religion to class, Wiison's model would predict that the NDP
would depcse the Liberzls -in the most urbanized, industrial secticons
of the province, but fail to make invocads in the agricultural areas,
where the halimarks of industrial society are least in evidence,

As a praliminary ohservation befores the data are brought to
bear, Wilscn's analysis of the electoral impact of industrialization
sets out some fundamental truths, but it seriously neclects the
" strength cf impediments to class politics, As well, it seems premised
on the dubioue assumption that a class-polarized society represents a
final order of political development,

With the information at our disposal, we can offer only par-
tial evaluaticns of these explanations, which are by no means mutuaily
exclusive. That our ability to reach definitive answers is sharply
circumscribed is by no means equivalert to saying that.our analysis

can offer no useful insights or interpretations on the interratation

of social and political change in.Ontario.

Organization of the Thesis

This, briefly, is the structure of the thesis, Chapter |}
explores the gererail auestion of the interpiay of sccial and pol?;ica]
changes, and sets out some models and hypotheses jinking sccial changer
to electoral change. Chapter Iil is an overview of key oolitfcal

processes and developments in Ontario history, with emphasis on the



pra
\C

electora? arens; this chepter is prefaced by 2 brief discussion of the
ronts and the nature of Ontario's peculiar strain of conservatism,
Chagter 1V is & thematic treztmsnt of socisl change in this province,

concentrating on urbanizacion, industrialization and on religious

ision. These two chepters are more than background for
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and ethn

subse ical snolyses; they reprecent important, albeit
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largely impressionistic, aspects of the investigation of the rela-

o)

tionship of social change toc political change. Some of the central
methodcicgical croblems of cur statistical analyses are discussed,
but not rasolved, in Chaster V., The st=atistical data analysis begins
in Chapter VI with en exploration of regionel electoral patterns and

t

. ]
v

trends; from this bacis, Chapter VIl sezks ic identify and analyse
electoral chanqge ond stability throughout provincial history, Chap-
ter VItl attepis, ithrough méltinle regression, to link leveis of
party support to social groups with a view to inferring the electoral
implications of social change. The Tinal chapter presénts and inter-
prets the conclusions reached in the preceding data aralyses.

in an empfricai work of this nature, an appendix presenting
the actua! data employed is often beneficial; however, this was nct
possible for it would have run to severai hundred pages. Appendix A
consisis of a brief examination of franchise requirerents and the size
of the provincial electorate, Sources of data and cperational defini-
rions are nresented in Appéndix B. Appendix C contains material re-~

laticg to the seiection of variables Tor the regression analysis in

v -
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Chapier Vill, Apoendix ) discussas soma inpli
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fundamentaliy important decision regarding the computation of party
vote shares, Appendix E consists of tables mentioned in the text but

deemed of inzufficient importance to warrant their inclusion

—

n the

main body of tne thesis.



CHEPTER !l SOCIAL CHANGE, POLITICAL CHANGE
AND ELECTCORAL CHANGE

Treatments of social chanage generally assume cone of two for-
mats, Some are abstract, genersal discussions of a theoretical bent;
othars zare dét&i!ed descriptions of change in specific locales, of
timited relevance to other settings. Rarely i< any middle ground
reached. Accordingly, despite the voiumincus literature available,
the following discussion seems necessary in order to clarify, in gen-
eral! meaning, the concepts of cocial change and political change as

they have quided this work. The object is not to set forth a defini-

it not resolve, some key theoretical issues. The specific Ontario

referrents are largely confined 1o the broad analysis of Chapter Jil

and VY, and to later statistic

)

51 2nalysis, This chapter examines the

a

ey

general nature of social change, its ovéral] relation to political
change, and the role of electoral factors in the relaticnship. Further
proceeding from the general to the specific, several modeis for the
electoral manifestation of social change are discussed, with particu-
lar reference to Ontario history, Finally, soime low-level hypotheses

regarding third parties are raised, and the specific aims of the

statistical analysis are briefly set out.

Social Change

Social change stands cut as of cne of the mcst persistent and
central themes in the written record of Western thought., As Rodert

A



Hisbot has shown, certain fundauznea, premises urnderpinning analysis
of social chargze have not altercd since the earliest Greek thinkers,
The Greeks, taking a2« their cue the cycles of birth, development,

(2R

decay and dezarh a2 ident all about them, interpreted all change - in

rlons individezt reruons, and societies - in terms of organic. gen-
erotiv: g owth oo reent sccial change theorists have

accepted this metaphor of organic growth and with it the

K
w2
[0}
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crassical wiew of slow, aradual and continuous development. Yeot, in

U contrediciion to the implication of the growth metaphor, !''there

(a8
Y
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i< ne historical evidence that macro~changes in time are the cumula-
. . . . VA ,
tive results of siall-scale, linear micro-changes, Many of the
often implicit assumptions contained in the changa-as-~growth view do
not square with the historical record. The fundamentally important
implication is that the primal ideas that 'all is change' and 'nature
never makes leaps! are not accurate guides to the study of societies
and the processes of change within them,

Change may be defined as'a succession of differences in time

)

within a persisting identity.'" Social change is typically understood
to mean "a change in social stiucture, e,qg. the size of a society,

the composition, or bhalance of its parts or the type of its

. Wishbet,

Change and History: Aspects of
~t (London: Oxiord University

¢
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organization.'"” Differential rates of natural increase, emigration

and immigration, growth or decl’ne of group cohesiveness, a3 well as
interchenges among groups may-all modify the composition of a society.
Such ‘objectivet social change is only part of the story. A good deal
more important than shifus in the proportionate size of relicgious
gfouPs are changes in the strenuth »f religious feelings within the
various groups and in the ways in which peoples’ religious convictions
shape their outlooks on the world and their behaviour. What counts,
in other words, is not how the analyst views or categorizes & peiscn
or group, but hkow they view themseives and their scciai situation.
Accordingiy, one crucial element in social change is alteration in
perception of the nature of socizty, or of one's position in it., _

In his singularly percentive discussion of social shange,

o~

Nisbet puts Torward 2s & fundamental premise the proposition that,

: !
. . . . . )
contrary to the commonly proferred interpretation, all is not change,

He insists that serious recognition of the forces of scgcial Tixity

(=4

and persistence is an absolute precordition for an understanding of

-

the mechanics of social change, This fixity stems from "the profound
tendency of human behaviour to be adaptive, to become conventicnal-

[~
nd custom,

Q)

ized, routinized, through the forces of habit Any

“Morris Ginsberg, '"Social Change," in S N, Eisenstadt, ed.,
Readings in Social Evoiution and Develoopment (Tercnio: Pergamon
Prass, {370), 37.

iy

Change, "
1972) . &,




scientific investigation of social change must thus recognize i'the
“sheer power of conscrvatism in sccial life: the power of custom,
traditicn, habif ang mere inertia,"
Directly related co this is the obvious but often ignored
point that imezre intzraction, motion, mobility, and variety!! do not

necessarily .imply change, for all are inseparable from social life

a
within even the most conservative and stationary societies, The key
o anderstanding social charnge thus hinges on the distinction between

“ths incessant interactions and variations in any society, which do

wane

not disturb its structural form, and those changes which fundament-
' g

ally alter componenis of society or their interrelatiocnship. Dty

ths larter ouvyght to be regarded as true social chenge,

The myriad forms social change mey assume miiitate agains
tne formulation of aii encompassing definitions or laws, and point up
the necessity of analysing social change within the specific context
in which it occurs., In concert with numerical shifts among the con-
stituent groups in society, social change cccurs in the minds of men
as they adapt themselves, their ideas and thefr institutians to their
human and material environment, Very often such adaptaticns are re«

actions to forces in zssence externai to the society, The realiza-

tion of particular social changzs in response to specified objective
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conditicons, say the emergence of working class consciousness in the
viake of industrializeticzn, is highly probiematic. This reflects both

the st th of suciei fixity and the wide range of ideological pre-

.,
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dispositions which give meaning to social processes and. structures,
The only 'hard' statistical data which we can bring to bear
relate {o the size of various social groups, as defined in the census-
categories, Even here, as will be discussed later, we are forced tc
infer changes rather than precisely measure them. A far more serious
shoricoming is the all but total leck of‘data on the attitudinai siem-
ents of social change. These key issues are confronted in Chapters

11! and 1V,

Political Change

Fersistence -~ fExfty « is as much a feature of poiitics'as
it is of othgr subsets of society., Accordingly, as with the larger
society, so in the political realm thas continual interchanges and
readjustments of everyday iife ﬁust,be distinguished from fundamantal
cshifts in the principlies or brocessas of poiitics. Only the jatter
nay be preperly categorized as political change, but thes distinction
is not always easy to make,

In each political system only certain ideas, procedurss and
demands are acceptabie and legitimate. Thus, changes ig the funda-
mental make-up of the polity may be signailed by what might appear

to be minor readjustmerts in types and aims of political activity.

As C.H. Dedd suggests, "it is when new issues arise for political



consideration lying cutside the range of what is currentiy ihoughi to

be properfy nolitical that political change cen be said to occur, !

in

Ties soucce of (hess new ideas is social change. As peopie
viewds of soci=gy and Lheir position in it chande, so too do their
needs and wants, Since their Fu!'f. ) 1ent often calls for resources
hield by others or for acquiescence by others in the pursuit of now
gonls, which could not be granted without material or symbolic loss,
politicat responses are required, More specifically,
social processes of economic change and social mobilization disorient
the norm structure of the previous stratification system, introducing
naw kinds of roles and valued goods, In large mezasure, the pre-

existing norm structure contains refcrents  neither for the apnro-
priazite form of a rew distribution of valuved goods, nor an appropriate

means of agrecing on one, Therefore poiitical activity = recourse to

ific generalized decicion processes o; the state - becomes a necessary
substitute vor cusctomary agreement.

Sornial change, throuyh its disruptive effects on prevailing sociai
norms and ideclogical outlooks, and through its creation of new valucd
gnods and ends, brings to fruition the latent pressures for politiczal
charge present in any political system. The existing pclitical equill
brium shifts in order to cope with the new political demands occasioned

by social change., Political change, in short, '"is politics in &

, : . . . 11
cnongicyg social or ideational context.!
9
" . ! P . JLb . ot SN
. C.H. Dodd, Political Chance (Hull: Usiversity of Hull, 1973),
i
iO, 1 ; ' Pal i+ Moh 1G5
Jesse F. Marquette, "Social Change and Political Mobiliza-
tion in the United Srates,'' American Political Science Review LAViG

(September, 1974), 1061,

”Dr.:-f.'d, Polirical Change, ! :
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The political change - social change nexus is by no means
straightforward, and admits of no simple transformation formula. By
way of illustration, although the foregoing discussion looks to soc-
ial change as a source, or at least & catalyst of politiczl change,

the relationship is not unidirectiona2l, Enormous social changes have

bean wrought by political means; tne Russian and Chinese Revolutions
are extreme, though instructive, cases, HMore significantly, social
chainge, as distinct from social adjustment, need not bring forth

corresponding political change, 1t Is possible, if improbable, that
the social processes involved will rol impinge on the politicail
realm, or that the ensuing political activity will transpire within
the framewoik of the existing poiiti.al system, As a general rule
of thumb, however, it seems Tair, if not particularly enlighteninag,
to expect a rough correspondence between the magnitude of social

change and the resultant degree of political change. Thus non-

fundamental political readjustments will normaliy suffice to. meet

e

the political pressures thrown up by minor sccial variations.

One exceptiona]ly'important factor determining the nature

of political response %o social change is the society's ideological

make-up. This ideological component is by no means static, for in-
deed social change is in the broadest sense primarily ideological
change. nce it may assume such varied form, the manner in which

ideology impinges upon the trensformastion of social change into

politicel change depends heavily on thie specifics of a given case,



and pojitical charnge
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in Ontarin in thepters (il and {V is prefacad by a brief excursus
into the roots and nature of the provincels singular variety of con-
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The Elactoral Contaxt

it moving Lo the electorat realm, we would do well to zon-

sidaer Giovanni Sartori's comment that

the importance of the notion of transiation /of sccial cleavages into
political divisio 27 Ties in the implication that rranslation calls
for transliators, thereby focusing attenticn orn transiation handling
cr uabaarrllng..uiwu shouid ike to lnow/ the extent to which zon-
flicus and cieavages may either he charne.ed, deflected and reprasced,
or, vice versa, arttva ed and rzinforced nrecisely by the opersticns
and ecperators of the political system,'¢

Saftori i3 promarily reminding us of the great extent tc which
"elite activity restricts the transformation of broadly based social
change into electoral change. Po]iticé ;n Ontario have always taken
place in part beyeond tfie bounds cf popular infltence., In additien
as Murray Edelman has demonstrated, the popular mythology, Wide?y

shared by political scientists, wh

-

ch pertrays government as princi=-

patly reacting to social pressure, overiocks the profcund influence

it ererts in structuring and controlling the political attitudes of
the masses, Still, it seems fair to say that the general populasce

"

FfGiovanni Sartori, "The Scciology of Parties: A Critical
Review,!'' in Party Systems, Party Orqanizations and the Politics of
the New Masses {(lntesrnational Confersnce on Political Sociclogy,
Beriin, 19e8), 20.

] ~
i . “, . . . L. e . N
BMurray Edeimen, Politics 2s Svmbclic Acticn: Mass Arousai

<
and Quies \Vh:rWJg: Mar<nam, 1971




does play a central roie in setting the parameters cf poiitical act-
ivity in Ontario, The most widely practiced and most effective form
of mass political activity has been the support of political parties.
Electoral support or non-cupport constitutes the prime method by

which the great mass of Sntarians exert a measure of control over

D

the s over the rcenduct of pelitics generally.
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fopular infiuence over parties and govermnments cwes some=
thing to such democratic elements as may exist in the political cuil-
ture. Rather more te'iing, however, is the ultimate and ever-present
thieat that a government may be removed from power unless its leaders

pay heed to the nesds and wants of the gsnars

[O]

1 public.
to imply that the political eiite will actuslly acguiesce to public
demands, nor that public opinion dictarc: government policy., Clearly,
adroit politicians may respord %o pressure by producing symbolicalily
appealing but uwsubstantiai palicy, by granting piecemeal conces-

sions, or by deflecting popular interest into other channels. Yet,

)

it the public may be manipulated, bought off, hoodwinked, or other-
wise have its wishes evaded, it may not safely be ignored, Iun & very
gross form, the mass public, or secticns of it, transmits its views

to the elite via its response to pelitical parties, Imperfect as

they may be, elections do represent i important, direct [ink berween
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thn citizenry st large and the overall conduct
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Ey ro means does it foilow that election
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change constitute the key link in tne transformation of social change

inte politizal change in Ontario, Elite tehaviour and accommodsticn



may be the central mechanism, with the electeral process beina
largely bypassed as littie more than symbolic window dressing., Con-
versely, electoral change need not even signify either social change
or political chanae, as we have been using the terms., Rather, it
may simply be 2 change in the party balance, due to the popularity
of & particular leader, or a decline in one party's crganizationail
efficacy, Electoral change may merely reflect elite restructuring

fects neither the distribution of

M)
~h

f party alternatives, which :

(=]

v

poiiticel power, nor any fundamental poiitical. processes. Party
@lternativze and postures, in the main determined by the elite, are
of inesffmable significance in maintaining or disrupting electoral
continuity, As Butler and Sitckes write, "iT the issues and leaders
that evokad the /vctin57 srttarn persist in future elections, the
pattern will tend to persist., If they do not, it may prove highly
frénsient.“t

Nevarthelgss, electorzl change, particularly of an enduring
character, may well be a manifestation of iﬁportant changes in the
political ideologies of various groups, in the distribution of poli-
tical power, or in the fundamental workings of key political pro-
cesses, In short, political changes wrought by social change may
take an electoral form. Party response to new political demands
Lrougﬁt apout by social chanags differentially affect interestéd soc-

fal groups, gznerating new electoral cleavages, E£lectoral change

P

L

Britain (\

David 2utier and Donald E. Stukas, Pollitical Change in
ew York: St. Martins, 1269), 7.
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of greater or lesser degree ensue: from the disruptive force of the
new demands and the new cleavages on party postures, on the salience
and priority of pclitical activity for social groups, and on the re-
sultent party prefarences,

Should the poiitical responses to social change be manifested
electorally, the electoral change is not a simple function of the ex-
tent and depth of social change., Depending on slch key intervening
variables as the political salience of the social change, the skill

ity of the etite and the strength and legitimacy of the

-—
-

and fiexib
forces pressing for change, the electoral as indeed the larger poli-
tical impact of specific social chenges could vary a good deal, in
scope and in nature,

The netion of :lectcral change employed here comprises two
key elements, The first centres on shifts or alterations in voting
patterns, such a3 changes in the ovarall attractiveness of specific
parties,‘in the depth of division within the electorate and in the
sccial composition of each parity's electoral following., Electoral
change of this order is analysed in terms of electoral and census
si:atistics.]5 The other basic aspsct of electoral. change involves
changes in party structure and in the party system: for example,

the appearance of new parties or the demise of established parties

shifts in parties' ideologies or in the range of electorally salient

]5As will be discussed more fully in later chaptars, the
natire of the data is such that change must usually be inferred
rather than measured.
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issues. These types of change are generally not accessible through
statistical means, but they are the prime focus of attention in

Chapters 11l and V.

Alignment: Twne Durability and the Social Bases of Party Ties

Beforz directing attention to the impact of social change on
gartisan preferences,'it is necessary to ascertain the strength and
durability of party ties through Ontario history, together with the
extent of changes at specific points in time, Since the personnel
were mostly unfamiliar, and the scope of provincial politics uncertain,
& few years may have been required for patterns of party allegiance to
crystalize in Ontario, With this possihle exception, the conventionai
wisdom holds that during the nineteenth ceﬁtury, ana weil into the
present ceﬁtury, most, regui;r voteis were loyal to their party for
proidngéd periods. Poiitics, until the advent of electronic communi =
cations media, was a major form of entertainment, Matters of a peoli-
tiﬁal bent seem to have been more salient to a larger number of pecple,
whose greater interest and involvement led to less maleable partisan
positions. As one historian has put it, '"most late ninetsenth century
Ontarians scem to have bad a zest for politics which is oft=n lacking

| 16

amid the sociail distracticns and entertainment media of modern life.V

interpretations of this nature, based upon very limited impressionistic

. ‘

'6A. Margaret Evans, 'Gliver Mowat and Ontario 1872-1896: A
Stuady in Pclitical Success,' unpublishaed Ph, D, thesis, University of
Toronto, 1567, Lal,
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evidence, are callad into question, on a most elementary level, by
the fact that turnout, as demonstrated in Chapter VI, shows only a
very slight, and not statistically significant, decline over long
Feriods of time,

in any event, this putative party loyalty should not be

- i

equated with the American Voter concant of party identitication,

In {he absence of clear evidence to the contrary, long-lived partisan
attachments ought to be viewed not as psychological identification,
but =s a rather less deterministic 'stan§ing decision', Surface
stability in elecitoral choice may not reflect deep internalized cé:-
m:tments to parties so much as the absence of fTorces sufficientiy
potent o overcome simple palitical inartia., ‘There tends to be,"
accerding to V,0. Key, Jr., 'a standing aecision by the community
although as ¢ descrigtive term '"decision't has connotaticns of delib-
erate choice that are apt to be misleading. The ''decision'' may
simpiy represent the balance between the opposing party groups each

with striking powers of self-perpetuation.

S —

—-

5
]‘Aﬂqus Campbe]] Philip E. Converse, Warren £, Miller, and
Bonald E. Stokes, The American Voter (New York: Wiley, 1960, chapter 6.

18 . . . '
V.0. Key, Jr., and Frank Munger, ''Social Determinism and
Electoral Choice: The Case of Indiana," in Eugene Burdick and Ar

Bredbeck, eds., American Voting bphqv' r (Glencoe: The Free Prass,
1959), 286. On the highly uncertain nature of party ident| flcaiTon

in Canada, sec Paul M. Snmiderman, H.D. Forbes and lan Me EZ?F, UParty
Loyalty and Elcctoral Volewility,” Canadian Jourral of Political Sci-
ence VIt (June, 1974), 268-88; Jane Jenson, 'Party Loyalty in Canadas:
The Question of Farty identification," ibid., Vit (Dcvemne , 1975),
£i:3~53; idem, 'Party Allegisnce,’ JELQF= D0 ‘March, 1976), 27-L&.  The

terms party/partisan doyalty, allegiance, att c(hHLPT comm i tment
affiliation and preference, will be used 'ﬂLcrcnangeabiy to dencts
ronsistent voting for a party without iwmslying "party identitvicanion’,



Party attachments are often rooted in and reinforced by a
person's sociel ties. Hence 2 good deal of the following discussion
of eiectoral behaviour is cast in terms of social groups. Every
Ferscn s in some measure.unique, but many of the social presscres
which shape his osolitizal views and party allegiance are shared with
sthers cf like mind eand circumstanca. Though it involves certain dis~
tortions and simplifications, an extremely useful way of conceptual-
izing the e]ectorate i3 in terns of its constituent social groups.

The term 'elignment' thus rafers wo the electural disposition of these
groups over = certain neriod of time (that is, it implies some measure

of stability).

change, one .rucial! problem in the social group approach, particulariy
acute in the aralys's of sggregate data, is that nominal or objsctive

groups ers by no means of any political import. The essence of poli=-
tical groupism lies in shared experiences, outlocks and interests of

2 politically saiient nature, The dangers inherent in facile categor-
ization of identifiadie social aggregates as political groups are
evident in W,L. Morton'is cbservation that although an expleoited prole-

tariat can be seen to 2xisct in Canada in the middlza decades of the

last century, ''!me aicre than the respactable and well-to-do, did they

L

think in terms of class and ciasses unti! the

v

econd generation of the

- ' i R -
[Victorian/ Age, and then only some of them.!' = “The troubie with

-

ton, Wictorisn Canada,' in Morten, ed., The
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the effort tc relate people's poilitical behaviour to their group int-

erests,'' as S.D. Clark has suggested, "is that it assumes a greater

. . . . . 20

order in the structure of group relationships than in fact exists."

A further problem is determining the durability of group

influences, Group voting and persisting party loyalty are logically

distinct; a cohesive group could well switch its suppert to and fro

among parties, but empirically this ssems improbable, The authors of

Voting present three conditions as underlying the persistence of elec-

torally salient social cleavages:

(1) initial social differentiation suzh that the conseauences of
political policy are materially or symbolically different for
differant groups;

(2) conditiens of transmittibility from generation to generation;
{3) conditicins of physical and social preximity providing for con-

z

tinued in-group zontact in succeeding gerncretions.®
These conditions seem necassary, but not sufficient, Continuation in
the circumstancas which originally elicited the differing pclitical
reactions, or a lack of new salient issues which might submerge the
orfgina! sgcico-political cleavage under a new alignment, wculd contrib-
ute to the preservation of social groups' party attachments. {n very
general terms, these conditions have obtained for several identifiable

aroups in Ontario history over certain periods of time, as will be

-———— e — — -

20

'S.D. Clark, "Group Interests in Canadian Politics,' in
J.H. Altchison, ad., *rn Peclitical Process in [anada: Essays in
Honour of R. NaLuTCQO” “Dzwscn (Joronto: university of loronio fre

1563), /6.

2 ] ] 1

Be-nard 8zrelson, Paul F, Le:
Voting: A Study of Cpinion Formation i Pr
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1554),

I
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and William N, McPhee,
dential Campaign
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discussed in subsequent chapters, Yetl many groups have demonstrated
little electoral cohesion, and others were feocated in different

. v . . :
parties electoral foliowings in various periods.

Cealigrment
Should a stable voter cocalition, or alignment, bagin to drift
apart, it is by no means assured that another alignment, marked by
firm party loyaity, will arise in its stead. The process in which
the political boundaries setting apart social groups dissinate with-
out being replaced by durable new boundaries has been aptiy styled

¢

X 22 . . - .
tdealignment!', Dealignment stems from a political crisis (intense

ipal conflicts

mass response to certain issues), in wiiich the princ

) : . . 23
cut across one another as well as across exiszting party lines, 3
Yraditional pariy allegiances are thus disruptad, but the cross~

cutting ofAthe issues reduces the possibility of the votérs switching
and firmly adhering'to“thé éther party. A large segment of the elec-
torate is confronted by cenflicting issue positions and party pro-
grammes. In turn, the parties are torn between clear but constriciing
appeals to specific interests and wide~ranging but dangerously impre-
cise overtures to oppesing interests, Electorsl instability and
confusion become the crder of the day. The unusually large pocl of

unattached voters so created is susceptible, given suitabis

Z,unaid inglehart and Avram Hochstein, '"Alignment and
Dealignment of the Electorate in France and the United States,!
Comparative Politica! Studies V. (Dctober, 1572}, 345,

2 .
2”chd., 3456, o

— s



iesdership and appropriate ideological conditions, to the blandish-

£,

ments of a 'flash party’.2 -
A dealignment seems to have occurred in Ontario during the
early 189C's. Agrarian discontent and exceptionally virulent religious

trife split assunder 4rit and Tory ranks alike, while two new parties,

tn
7]

the Fatrens of Industry and the Protastant Protective Association,
entered the lists for the 1894 election. Although between them they
amassed a fifth of the votes cast, neither of these flash parties sur-
vived to centest the next election, A similar dealignment process may
have occurred immediately after the First World War, Here the c}isis
turned on three basic themes: acute agrarian discontent, prohibition,
and lsbour unrest. Again thece issues cut across existing party lines,
which had alieady been seriously disrupted by the formation of a ccali-
tion government in Cttawa. The'third parties arising out of these
conditions, the United Farmers of Ontario and the Independent Labour
Party, survived slightly longer than their predecessors'of the 1820's,

but mey be fairly labelled flash parties.

Secular Realignment

5-
o

If new alignments do take the place of earlier alignments, t
transiticon may be swift or slow, In the latter case, Key's model of
secular realignment’, which centres on gradual, long-term change pro-

cassas, is suggestive, !"The rise and fall of parties,!' Key wrote
b 9- ? 3

R lbld.. 342-6; on flash parties see Fhilip E. Converse and
feorges Dupeux, '"Poiiticization oF the Fiectoirate in France and the
United States,' Public Opinion Quarterly XXVI (Spring, 1962), i-23.
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may to some degres be the consequence of trends that perhaps pursist
over decades and e%ections may mark only steps in & more or less con-
tinucus creation of new loyalties and decay of old. The siow rate at
which that process may occur suggests the potency of the old symbels,
old leaders, old parties. Only events with widespread and powerfut?
impact or "sues touching emotions produce abrupt changes. On ithe
other hand, other processes operate inexcrably, aimost imperceptibiy,
election after election, to form new party alignments and to build
new party groupings.Zi>

The model, accordingly, 'is cne of secular change {or many secular
changes affecting particular categories within the population) upon

which are superimposed episodic fluctuaticns attributable to transient

. 26

circumstances,’
In this schema, iong term processes of social development

directlv underlie long term partisan recorientations: ‘'the odds are

that some cbjective changes in the status of a group -of persons is the-

cendition most freguently associated with such long-term partisan
shifg:2/

a partisan shift even over e long term may mean that group ties re-

=

main as sirong as ever but that the position of the group vis a vis
a changing set of party alternatives dictates a transfer of partisan
allegiance. Or a category of persons may acquire, through a changa
irn the impzct of public policy upon it or through a change in its
position in the social structure, a greater and greater political _,
relevance which refiects itself in a growing political solidarity.

f

Realignment should be distinguished from ''shifts in the party

balarce' arising from "organic change in the party system'!, such as

29V.O. Key, Jr., "Secular Realignment and the Party System,
Journal of Poiitics Xxi (May, i559), 198,

261114, 208.

7
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den-agraphic change and individual ccnversion.29 {The latter, by
definition idinsyncratic, clearly cannot be studied with aggregate

data, or indeed by any systematic macro methods of analysis.) Shifts
in the party balance wrought by demographic forces loom farge in Ont-

ario electoral histcry. Massive immigration and emigration stand out

as octentially the wost significant. However, save the conventional
wisdom that grateful immigrants tend to support the party in power at

the time of their arrival, the presumed attraction of the more steid-
entiy imperialist Tory party te British immigrants, and the suspicion
that Ontsrio emigrants have come disproporiionately from the most

venturesome and least traditional elements of society, we have Tittle

& prioil basis for predicting the electoral effects of migravion,

ot

Critical Realignmen

For more rapid transformation of alignments, the most prom-

ising line of inquiry lies with the so-called 'critical realignment'.
Though substantially embellished, this concept derives essentially
from V.0. Key's 'critical election':

a category of elections in which voters are, at least from the impres-~
sionistic evidence, unusually deeply concerned, in which the extent of
electoral invoivement is relatively quite high, ard in which the de-
cisive results of the voting reveal a sharp aiteration ¢f the pre-
existing cleavage within the elactorate. Moreover, and this is perhaps
the truly differentiating characteristic of this sort of election, the
realignment made manifest in the voring in such elactions seems to
persist {or several succeeding elections. All these characteristics

2 N . P - .
9James L. Sundquist, Dynamics of the Party System: Align-
ment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United State:
{(Washington: The Brecokirgs Institute, i573), 6-9.




cumulate to the conception of an election type in which the depth and
intensity of involvement are high, in which more or less profound ra~
adjustments occur in the relations of power within the commuwlty, and
in whick new and durable electeral groupings are formed. 30

The most thorcughgoing and insightful treatment of critical

realignment ic Walter Dean Burnham's Critical Elec*nons and T e Main=-

springs of American Politics. In Burnham's view the critical re-

alignment i< a period marked by intensification of ideological polar-
izat}on, in which issues tend to b= fhidhly salient...often with
strong1yAemotICﬂa| and symbolic overtoneS'” as well, voter partici=-
pation is abnormally high,3| Critical realignments find their roots

in social change in tendem with inadequate political response:

they arise from emergent tensions in societv, which, noti
controlled by the organization or_outout or party polirc
out ¢t 5

escaiate tc a flash pcint....gucv/ ariss oug increasingly /is 'a‘a
social maladjustments; these in turn are he product of dynamic
transformations in a quite separately develoning scciceconomic sysiem.

Such transformations entail the emaruznce of quite unevenly distribu=-
ted social cosis. Scme sectors nf scciety are injured or threatened
with iniury far more directly than others, and eventually the pressure
uponn them produces stress which maices them particularly available tor
political m001inéation by third parties or for subsequent massive
shifts from cne major party's foilowing to the otheris, 32

Any political system can cope more effectively with siow rather
than rapid social change. Hence, it is only natural for sezcular re-

alignment to be associated with slow social change, whereas critical

30V.O. Key, Jr., "A Theory of Critical Eiections,' Journal of
Politics XVI! (February, 1955), '

1. .. . . .
3 Waiter Dean Burnham, Critical Elections and the Mainsnrings
of American Poiitics (Mew York: Nortom, 1970), 6-8.

32pid.

, 10 and 135.
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realignments would more !ikely accompany rapid social charge. Yet
more than simply the rate of change distinguishes secular from criti-
cat realignments., Both represent political manifestations of socizl
change, but in the former, gradual long-term processes. of social de-
velopment and adjustment are reflected by equally slow political
change. The societal transfoermations- leading to 2 critical rea
ment need be no less leisurely; the crucial difference is that here
ithe political system Tails o respond at anything like the rate at
which the society is changing. Secular realigrment lacks the resist-
ance to change, the build-up of discontent and tension culminating in
rapid, far-reaching political restructuring which mark the critical
arz not simply politics

real ignment, Critical realignuients, morsover

as usual played out at a faster teﬁpo, buc centre instead on deep-
rooted, highiy effective issues, oftentimes of a highly symﬁolic bent .,
which bear closely on the representativeness of the political system
and admission to its decision-making processes,

A general reading of provincial history suggests that Cntaric
has not undergone critical realignments on the'sca}e described by
American writers - profound readjustments in the conduct of politics
3,

wrought by epoch-making crises, t is nonetheless possible that

within specific regional or group contexts, sharp and durabls shifts

in party attachments have taken place in Ontario, in province-wide

terms, the election of 1945 (or perhaps morez accurately, the closely

-
331ki4., 181,
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linked clections of 1943 and 1945), may be viewed a
alignment, in that it represenicd @ political response to significant,
fost-nacec oo iz! change, aud entsiled a fairly drastic bresk with

+

v together with a congealing of pat-

coviler catierns of periy loyaity

terns which have larysly endured tn the present day,

The processes at work in critical realignments have been
likencd to the changeover in scientivic paradigms analysed by Thomas
Kuhn:

here are historical periods of normal politics in which a certain
. S aradigm, daninates political activity. Politi-
cians are not ideology-free, but rather idcology~Liased toward the
principien which comprise the paradigm. FPolitical paradigm shifis
occur when 2 new paradign arises which in the judgement of the
electorate, better accodnts too phernomena wiiich were considerad
anomalous to the preceding paredigm, and wnich succeeds in attract-
ing adherents (voters) away from competing mcedes of political
activity., This preccess culminates at a critical «izction; when it
is completed, the political community then veturns Lo a o
dition of normal politics, though now functioning under the heliefs
and principines of the newly adopted paradigm.3“

-

This, to be =ure, is a highly idealized view of political change;
shifts in political paradigms certainly do not cccur in zo tidy a
fashion, iloreover, two or more paradigms might well exist within a
single political system, Tor example, a paradigm still ascendent in
tha pura! grnés may have been long since supplanted in the cities.
Nevertheless, the basic idea has much to commend it in analysing how

social chanoe comes to effect political change in the electoral arven.,

31
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Willian i, LShaae, Social Change and the Electoral Process
(fainesville, Florida: University of Florida Press, 1973), 1
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Third Pa-ties
. Third parties may act as agents or indicators of the trans-
formation of social change into political change, though, of course,
far-reaching electaral changes may be wrought by social change with-
odt recourse to a third party.

Scenarios for the rise ¢f third parties are many and varied.
The pool of uncommitted or confused voters occasioned by a dealign-
ment may give rise to a third party. As well, third parties often-
times accompany critical realignmen Indeed, strong third party
activity serves tc sct off critical realignments from realignments
of the secular variety, for the latter (long-term transformations of
gradual social chang=s into politicat readjustiment) could account ror
the accretion of support to an estabiishad third party, but not for
its sudden rise or initial consolidation,

Structurally, the introduction of a third party into a two
party system is & singularly important change. As wefl, the very
existence of a third party offers a potentialrfocus for other deeper
changes in electoral alignments, ideologies, power distributions and
the like. Third parties often represent a response to political and
(or) social changes not satisfactorily dealt with by the established

parties.

3SMacRae and Meldrum suggest that third parties have hi
oricaily acted as "“half-way houses' for voters transferrinag atleg-
iancz from ore party to ancther in ''critical periods'i, Duncan
Macfize, Jr., and James A, Meldrum, 'Criticai Elections in Ililincis,
1885-1558," Arerican Political Science Review LIV {September, 1960),

663.
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Maurice Pinard has develczed a theory to account for the rise
of third parties, a theory couched in essentially the same terms as.
the foregoing discussion of realignments, In that it explains third
party unsurges as mebilizations of inadequately represented social
groups, the theory is useful in locsting third party activity within
the framework of general processes of social and political change.

Pinard's theory is built on three closely intertwined elem-
ents: unresolved social strain, ‘'structural conduciveness!' in thz
form of ''molitical nonrepresentation of social groups through the

36 . L .
party system,'! and a dichotomy of third party typas. One variety,
labelled the 'orotest movement', arises from the condition of one-

- party dominance in & system marked bty socizal strain. Lacking a
viable opposition party Through which to- rectify their discontent,
political Jeaders and voters turn to a third party as the most promis-
ing pelitical vehicle to depose the government or at least to force

2 -hange in policy. For such protest movements, simpfe political ex-
pediency plays a csntral role, !n contrast, the second type, the
'radical movement®, can arise in any system, inc!udihg a strong twe-
party system. The xey here is the presence of persons 'who feel

their central ideology and long-term grievances cannot be accommo-
dated through any of the existing parties...[ﬁhich7 are not only

abandoned, they are positively rejected as unsuvitable channels for

56Maurice Pinard, 'Third Parties in Canada Revisited: A
Rejcinder and Elaboration of the Theory of One-Party Dominanca,'
Canadian Journal of Political Science VI (Septezmber, 1973), 4h2;-
see also nis The Rise ¢f a Third Party (Englewcod Ciiffs, N.J.:
Prentice~Hall, 1971}, ch. 2-4,




1137

the expression of a rather precise set of concerns. in the pro-
est movement, ''ideology will tend to be less encompassing, tc call
for less fundamental redefinitions cf the social order; it will be
less intensely adhered to by its followers and, indeed, it may not be
shared at ali by many of them. The end result is that ideology tends
to play a lesser role in mobilizing support, while immediate, as..
opposed to long-term grievances play a determining role.“f?’8 For radi-.
cal movements, the opposite is true, A further, related difference is
that 'mass recruitment to a protest is more likely to be based on gen-
eralized beliefs ol discontent than on a3 shared, articulated ideology,.
Moreover, recruitment is not necessarily limited to a particular soc-
ial class, Convers;ly, in a radical mevement...one is more likely to
have been recruited on the basis of an ideoiogy shared by members of
a specific sccial class or communal group.“39
Four of Ontario's many minor parties have attained noteworthy
elactoral success in Ontario. Of these, only one has survived for any
length of time. The remainder, the Patrons of industry, the United
Farmers of Ontarib, and the 1919 model of the Independsnt Labour Party,

all effectively departed the scens after only one or two elections.

Pinard has classified the UF0 as a radical movement,uo although it

’!Pinard, "Third Parties,' 442,

B biq., b3,




seems a borderiine case, for it exhibits features of the protes: move-

ment, principaily in its ideoiogy, which was fundamentally reformist

3

and consarvaiive, Two studies found little support for the interpre-
taticen of the UFD as # protest movement arising through the mechanism
of cne-party dominance. Yet the party's disintegration within a

very few years cf its foundation upon the most socially self-conscious

grous in Ontario = the farm community - argues against its classifica-

tion as radical. A similar argument holds for the Patrons, whose
congruence with the UFO in support, programme, leadership, rhetoric
and fate, is striking. Not only the Pations and the United Farmers,

but alse Mitch Hepburn all seem to have attracted their most pro-

nounced support Ir generaliy the same areas, It would scarcely be

surorising if the statistical analysis indeed uncovers a comnon slec-

03
5]

toral basis, since esach in its own way appoealed to the same latent

Grit strain of reactionary Gntario rural conservatism, premised on

unyieiding moral righteousness ond a pronounced sentimentality for
L2

the old-fashioned valuess of the enterprising yeoman,

Tha CCF-NDP is very different from sarlier third parties,

even the ILP, which was less a party than a transient amalgram of

L1,

K.D. VWakefield, ''™Measuring Qne-Party Doninance: A Study of
Maurice Pirard's Theery of Third Party Emergence with Reference fo
the Case of the United Farmers of Ontario in the Ontario General
Election of 1619," unpublished M.A. thesis, Queen's University, 1572:
Granam White, "One-Party Dominance and Third Parties: The Pinard
Theory Reconfidered,” Canadian Journal of Political Science Vi
(September, 1973), Li5-9,

L2 C s o .

For a fascinating exposition of these walues sce the mam-

cirs of former UFO premier Charles Drury, Fa qjer _Frenier (Teronto:
McCietland and Stewart, 1966),

5



various zhades of labour cpinion. O0ffering far andraway the moﬁt
radical chailenge to the existing order, particularly in its initia
phases, the LCF-NDP's orincipal appeal (following the early demise

of its farm wing) has heen pitched towards the industrial workers of
the cities and the North, The party differs from its predecessors

in another cignificant respect, nanely its longevity: it has Leen an
important element on the provincial scene since its Second World War
upsurge, never subsequently sinking below a sixth of the popular vo

and moreover, consistently attracting more attentien than its numbers
'n tne legisiature would seem to warrant,

tdeological colourations aéide, the addition of a permarent,
or at lesastc tong-iived third.-party iike the NDP bas important rami-

1
1
H

fications for a political system. These vostly fiow out of the way

in which a-third uarty, as literally a third party, disrupis and com--
p]iéates establis ad party alternatives for voters and coalition
buiiders alike., By way of illustration, the choice among three varties
may posz a conundrum for the 'rational! voter whose favoured party

stands, in his estimation, less chance of winning than his second

favoured party. Furthermore, 'people often understand themselves as

much in terms of what they are not as in terms of what they &re; and
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party identiTications are sometimes influenced more by

action to what the other partyv represents to the voter than by a

. , .
. .. . . ) . 3
positive reaction to the party with which the veier identified,!’” -
Charles Se lers, 'The Eguiiibrium Cycle in Two Party Foli-
ios, ! Public Dni‘ ion QggLffrly XXX {Spring, i9458), 2&-7, emphasis
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For many voters, however, this 'identification by repulsion' mechanism
will break down in the three party situation,

With three parties rather than twc, the division between gov-
ernment and oppnsition ic no lohger collinear with the division between
party ideologies. More specifically, one of the crucial questiors in
post-war Ontario politics is whether the primal electcoral chasm lies
between the Tories and the opposition parties or betweer the oid line

parties and the 'zocialist hordes' of the CCF-NDP. Has the Ontario

rt+

electorate, in short, been divided along structural or ideological

fines?

The Analysis

The first tash of our statistical éna}ysis will be to identivy
electeoral change, to discover Which.reéiags or sectors of the province
were changing at particular points in time, ana to determine whether
the changes were drastic or marginal, transient or enduring. Closely
tied in to this is the question of the strength and durability of
party loyalty. We are concerned with the stability of parties' holds
over their electorates, as welil as how and when these have changed.
Since these two concerns are so closely related, a good many of the
empirical findings wiil! relate to both. By way of illustration, a

high correlation of party vote across time will be taken to mean lack

of change in established voter lovalties, while low coirrelations will

indicate absence of firm voter commitinents, or their breakdown. Con-

tinuities and discontinuities from cne election to the next will also
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‘come into play in analysing broader electoral change.

Following this phase of the analysis, we will tura to the
social correlates of political preference, and by extension to the
social bases of elecrerzl change and stability. Due to the nature
of the data base and the technique§ employed to analyse it, we will
be able to offer lamentably few precise observations on the rela-
tionships between specific social groups and support for particuiar
parties. To a certain extent, we will be able to comment on changes
gnd trends in the overzll group basis of party support - what was
earlier labelled electoral alignment,

Next, these findings wiil be combined with the earlier
material on electoral change, with a view to assessing the validity
and the analytical utility of the medels of political change dis-
cussed earlier in this chapﬁer, An across-the-board drop in the
strength of party attachments, combined with the appearance of flash
pai'ties (whose strengfh cuts across that of the established parties),
will signal a dealignment. A steady decay in the strength of party
loyalty across successive elections (though the relationship across
adjacent pairs of elections may be quite strong), together with
gradual increases or dacreases in the strength and direction of group
voting, would mark a secular realignment. - A critical rea]ignmenf
would be denoted by sharp discontinuities across one or twe pair of

elections, preceded and Tollowed by periods of strong, stable party

]

Ly . . . . . ..
The rationale underlying these inferances i5 discussed in
Chapter YV},



ioya]ty.45 We would also expect to find sharp drops or reversatis
in the strength and direction of relationships betweer social groups
and party strength accompanying a critical realignment.

The analysis will then shift to the question of whethsr certal
social variables' impact on electoral results has increased or de-
creased. This investigation is directed towards an evaluation of the
electoral import of very bread social change processes. Some of the
central issues here are: (a) whether religious and (or) ethnic fact-
ors have given way to economic-class factors as prime determirnants of
voting behaviour; (b) the extent to which urbanization underlies
specific electoral outcomes, as well as underlying broader processes
of electoral- change; (c¢) whethar regional differences, once.social
composition has been taken into account, have increased or decreased
in importarce,

In that it is predicated on the weakness of the traditional
opposition party, Pinard's one-party dominance model for the rise of
a protest party predicts a positive relationship between the elect-~
oral strencth of the third party and the previous strength of the
dominant party. In addition, as a general protest movement, the third

party will not have inordirnate support from cocmmunal or class groups,

.

and thus the relationship between its strength and socio-econcmic

Lt

‘A very slmllar operational definition of critical realign-
ment is employed in Duncan MacRae Jr., and James A. Meldrum, 'Factor
Analysis of Aggregate Votin Stﬁtzstnr*?“ in Mattei Dogan & Stein
Rokkan, eds,, Quancitative cological Analysis in the Social Sciences
(Cambridge. Mass.: M.i.T. Press, 1969y, &9i.
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aggregates will be weak.

Conversely, if the new party is of the radical variety, there
need be no situation of one-party dominance; since its support does
not devolve from the weaknzsss of the traditional opposition party, the
relationship between the third party's suoport and the previous
strength of the goverrment party wili be sither negative or non-existent.

in addition, the radical party is rooted in communal or class groups;

na

this will be evidenced by a strong association between its level of
support and certain socio~economic groups., Finally, to the extent

that the radicai party has mobilized previous norn-voters, there will
be a positive association between its lTevel of support and increases

in turnout,

Conclusion

The generalities constituting tﬁe greater part of this chapter
may seem needlessly abstruse for an analytic excursion into Ontario's
electoral history. They are necessary, however, to convey what is
meant - and what is not meant - by the terms social change and politi-

cal change as they are used in this thesis, and the general way they

0

hang togethar. Moreover, the discussion of social change and political
change avcided precise definiticns, stressing instead the relativistic
nature of these change processes, that is, the need tor specific con-
texts to give meaning to these tremendcusly broad concepte,

Still, one key point did emerga. Not only is social fixity logically

pricr to social change, hut an appreciation of its pervasiveness and
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resilience is abeglutaly esceniial to an understanding of the relation-
ship between the social and coiitical orders, with respect Lboth to
change and to Tack of cbanos, Thnis is a particularly impcrtant in=
sighi for a studv dniricily based on an apparent incongruity hetween
seciat end policicsi change.,  Finally, the lack of specificity, to-
gaiter with the innumerable quajifications and elaborations which might
have been made, strongly suggest that a thorough treatment of Crntaric's
parcicutar set oi social changes and continuities, ard asscciated
poticical responses will Se necessary before any statistical analysis
is underialiean,  In deziing with soch complex phenomena, it may well

be

N
3

as Shoerlock Holmes was wont lo say, "a capital misitake to theorise

before one has data.'t The two following chaprers thus set out, in A
primacily non=statistical vein, the girincigal changes and centinuitics

in Ontario politics and societ,.



CHAPTER (1 Poiitical Change in Ontario

This chapter sketches the principal pelitical changes and conti-
nuities in Ontaric history, In no wise is it a comprehensive history;

rather, it is a chronolooical

e

reatment of pclitical events and processes

i

germane to the conceras set out in Chepter . Although the influence of
social change - or its absence - is apparent throughout, the specifics
of social change in relation to politics are reserved for Chapter V. In
that the discussion of social change is thematically orgenized, there
seemed no overriding reason to incorporate it into an already lengthy
chapter,

The aim »of this chapter is to identify and analyse changes and

n the pnlitical reaim, A Key theme i5 the role of elect-

continuities
oral prccecses in the larger pqlitical context: have important political
changes been manifested elactorally, and convérse}y, have electoral
changes reflecied broader political changes? As key actors in the elect-
oral 5phere, pclitical parties constitute a prime focus of the anaiysis,
The analysis is primarily based on a wide reading of the second-
ary literature on Ontario, but province-wide electoral data are also
brougnht to bearr hese voting statistics are employed in the assessment

=

of the relation between social, electoral and poiitical change. In

addition, they are used to highlight important electoral episodes and
periods in Ontarin, as preliminary to the more detailed anaiyses of later
chapters. Nothing more sophisticated than construction of time series

1

of party vote sharves is attempted, tut ecven this simple technigie is very

usetul in estaklishing general trends and patterns.



The material discussed in this chapter, be it particular voting
statistics or impressionistic interpretation of the broad sweep of
Ontario political history, has a two-fold purpose, First, it provides
the context within which lfater aralyses are s=t, The outlines, let
alone the details of Ontarioc history, are not so well known that this
background knowledge can be zssumed. At Teast as important as this
setting of the scene, however, is the contribution of this chapter and
the succeeding one in coming to an understanding of social change and
political change in this province, So many crucial aspects of this re-
tationship Tie well beyond the realm of election returns and census

rolis that an impressionistic, imprecise discussion of the brgad inter-

Ui

play of sccial and political processes is crucially important in it
own‘right for the evaluation of the larger issues posed in Chapter |,
T; an extent, then, the analysis here is to be understood as a suppiem=
ent or an alternative to the more systemaftic statistical investigations
of later chapters, which are severely circumscribed by the availability
of data and the techniques by which the data are analiysed.

The chapter begins with a brief account of the roots and the
nature of Ontario conservatism; an appreciation of the form and the in-
fluence of this conservatism is absociutely essential for an understand-
ing of Ontaric society and politics., Fellowing this is an account of
the political development of this province, with special emphasis upon
political parties énd elections in relation to _the larger processes of

political charge and continuity.
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Conservatism in Ontarig

Agreement is widespread on the social and political conserva-

3

tism of Ontarians. ''In Ontazrio,' writes one historian, ''the conserva-
tive tide has always run strong and deep;"i yet that conservatism hzs
not general!ly been hidebound or reactionary: ''this land has been con-
sistently characterized by inhabitants who have tended to be restrained,
staid, who have combined a proper respect for property and tradition
with a belief that progress, expansion and growth per se are fundamental
virtues, "

The roots of Ontario's conservatism reach back tc the arrival
of the Loyalists, Subseguent mythology has made of these fugitives from
the American 6verthrow of British rule something very different from
what they actuaily ware.3 In the first Diace, ""the Loyalist party in
the thirteen colonies was made up of all sorts and conditions of men but
with rare exceptions only Loyalists of humbie oriagins found their way to

b e L} - '
what became Upper Canada and later Ontario.''  Nor were «li the Lovalists

possessed of close ties to the motherland; Loyalists of German or Dutch

]Peter Jtiver, "The Ma king of a Provincial Premier: Howard
Ferguson and Ontario Politics, 1870~1923,' unpublished Ph.D, thesis,
University of Toronto, 1969, v,

2 . - . . - ) s
John Warkentin, "Southern Ontario: A view from the Westg,"
Canadian Geographer X (1968), 161,

3”!* was not until the rising Canadian naticnalism of the mid-
nineteenth century that a Loyalist cult began to form.!" Gerald M, Craig.
Upper Canada: The Formative Years i784-1841 (Toronto: Mcllelland and
Stewart, a63), 7. )

/
J J. Yalman, 'The United Empire Loyaiist
Province (Tcronto: Ontaréo Historical Society, |

s,' in Profiles of =
| e e
967}, b,
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extraction and speech cutnumbered those of English descent in the Bay

-
of (Juinte area and zlong the St. Lawrence,” Moreover, it was not long
before the Loyalists effectively ceased to exist as an identifiable
group, in sociolegical fact if not in reified spirit. Intermarrizge

between toyalict stock and later American immigrants attracted not so

[ep

much by political conviviality as by free land” Umade the groups indis-
tinquishablea”7
The importance of the Loyalists for Canadian conservatism has

bezsn questioned on the grounds that pre-revolutiocnary Tories who became

Lovaiists shared with their Whig opponents ''liberal {lockeian) assump-

-

tions about the nature of sovereignty, good goverament, the right o
et i .8 . . . . ]
resistance, ete,'™  This argument underestimates the profoundly re-
socializing experience on the Loysljsts of-the Revoluticn and subsequent
emigration, . in eny event, no doubit exists as to the conservatism oF the
"loyalist myth’, which arose after the War of 1812 and came to exert
such telling influence on the political ocutiock of Upper Canada and

“

Ontario.B Another important Loyalist legacy was the strength of

“Jacod Spelt, Urban Development in South Central Ontario (Toronto:

McClelland and Stewart, 1972, first published 1955}, 19,
bFred Landcn, Wastern Ontario and the American Frontier (Teronto:
McCleiland and Stewart, 1967, first pubjished 1341), 20.

’Ta‘man, "United Empire Loyalists,!' 5.

David V.J. Bell, #The Loyalist Tradition in Canade,!'! Jcurnai c
Canadian Studies V (May, 197Q), 22.

9Jo--"lnn Feliows, ‘The Loyatist Myth in Canade,! Canzdian Historical
Association, distorical Papers 1971, 105-7; see also Dennis Duffy, '"The
Nythology of Loyaswsn “Journal of Canadian Studies Xil (Soring, 1977),

17-~26.
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community they provided for the emerging society: 'because the Loyal-
ists had been settled in groups largely accerding to their membership
in Loyelist regiments (which in turn had often been raisec from a

perticujar area in one of the older colonies), these bloc settleuncnts

possessed {rom the ocutser a sccial cchesion that was normally lacking

The Joyatists had infusca into the fledgling Upper Canadian
socicly the seeds of a profoundly anti-revolutionary mentality set off
by a distinct partiality to traditional avthority. Political factors
wivicn niiaht have diluted this conservatism fTailed to materialize; the
aniiintihy between the tarmers and the commercial intercsts, the primary
rotitical conflizt in early Upper Canada, was entirely lacking in ideo-
logical foundstions, In Creighion's words, ‘imerzhants and farmers ih

Hpper fanada did not citfer profoundly in their view of society and its
, . .
proper organization!

The c¢reeping Americanisr, which threatened a social and idzo-
logical tranzformation of the colony, was vainguished by the War of 1817,
which "hardenad disliks for American ideas and institutions into fierce
hostility, and producec a kind of Messianic Toryism inflexible in its

o : ‘ . 12
‘Asistence upon unkendirg adherence to orthodox values,!

10

Conquest o Lonfederation (Voronto: M

ish Era: From the British
I

Johri §, Mair, The Church in tf
c -Ryerson, 1G72), 83,

m

mpire of the St, Lawrence

i, - . .
Denaid Creighton, The Commerci B

176G-1850 (Toronto:s Ryerson, 1937}, 1%

12

S,F. Wise, 'Conservatism and Political Development: The
Canzdian Case'' South Atlantic Quarterly IX!Y (Spring, 1970, 235,
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The primacy of conservatism was further enhanced by tne massive
influx of British immigrants following the end of the Napcleonic wars,
The immigrants doubled the province's population between 1810 and 1825,
and doubied it again by 1834, These immigrants' conservatism and
deference to authority may haves medified but certainly nct wrought any
fundamental changes in the rapidly coalescing pattern of Upper Cznz2aian
conservatism. The British immigrants who swellted the province's popula-
tion in the 1820's and 1830's knew little of local politics, and may
indesd have been ''quite hospitabie to the idea of moderate reform,
However, the Family Ccompact and its supporters convinced the newly
arrived that the Tory-Reform struggie reduced to support or rejection
of the British connection, Thus, given the 'strong anti-revclutionary
tradition which so many of these immigrants brought with them,”E3 it 1S’

- hardly surprising thet they tended tc align themselves with the forces of

14

conservatism,
S.F. Wise has admirably summarized the Upper Canadian consarva-
tive tradition:

Twc streams of conservatism met and blended in the two genesrations of
Upper Canadian history before the Union. O0One was that brought by the
Loyalist founders of the colony: an emotional compound of leoyalty to
King and Empire, antagonism to the United States, and an acute, if
partisan, sense of recent history. To the conservatism of the emigre
was joined another, more sophisticated viewpoint, first brought by
Simcoe and his entourage, and crystallized in the Constituticnal Act
of 1781: the Toryism of late eighteenth century England. What Upper
Canada received Trom this scurce was not merely the somewhat creaking

‘35.9. Clark, Movements of Political Protest in Canada, 1640~
1840 (Toronto: University of Tcoronto Press, 1959}, 484,

i

L
‘Crzig, Upper Canada, 232,
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The canservatism of the Anglican Church was to bz expectad,
given 1Us stuius as & scemi-cstabil:shed church, More telling is the
conscrvative tenor of Onvaric Merboiiem {by a good margin the most
comuon religious persuasion in e province until into the present
century). Early on, #ethotiam represented a radical alternative to

the retigious o weli oo the podltica? esiaklishment, The alignment of

wich the Torcas of sulitical reform soon fell

evaniyeljoai
victim o the Methodists! striving to consclidnte and provest Ltheir newly

. CoL 20 .
acquired priviieges, Inroughout the ninetecoth century,

the churchest social and organizational interezis, and Zhelr espnusal
of ordarly progress within 2 stable, God-fearing Society?’i Ted organized
reitgion to assume an increasingly conservative posture. The enormous
political energics invested in Protestant Catholic strife alsc serveld
to deflect artention {rom social and economic issues wiich mighi have
more effectively challenged the prevailing political consarvetism,
Applying the nartzian 'fragment! approach to Canadian history,
Gad Hovowitzr has argued that the massive influx of British inmigranis
prioc Lo Confederation nruciaily affected the development o7 politica

ideoiogy, These inmigrents occscioned the 'congealment! of English

Canadian saciety at a point in time when rudimentary sccialist ideas,

S.D0. Clark, The Devs
(Toronte, University of Toronto Press, 1958), 136. ohn Moir ztates
that the esaustion of religicus reformism with polltzca. retornism in
Upper Cznada o o Pgenerzclization based on nistorical part-truths,
"The Upper Ve Religieus Wradition," in Profiles of a Province, 100,

20 .
teping Canadian Communlly second edition
[

Pt

rence Fallis, Jr., 'The idea cf Pr
udy in the History of ideas,'" and Go

= 0gress in the Provinon
of Canada: & Sty d ITdwin Fren~h, #The
Evangelical Creed in Canadz,' in hovton, Shield of Achiltes,




together with Tory paternalism, were leavening the Whiggism ascendant

; . . 22
when American society congealed,

)

Concequentiy, English Canada is a
Liberail society with important '"Tory touches', which serve to differen-
tiate it from the United States, where Locke reigrs supieme, Thiz Tory:

ismois manifisteu in & greatzr tolerance for sociaiist ideas, and a iruch

stronger oraedi tico. on for scoue Intervention in the sconomic sphere.
‘the British immigrants who flooded Upper Canada afier the War
of 1812 were important in the development of Canadian conservatism,
cording to S.F. Wise, not because they served to congeal the scciery
Dot rather for the woy they vere able to preserve their pavticularizps,
"What seems to have happened as a result of the immigration experienne
was not the flowering ol a Tragument,'' he writes, '"but tho efflorcscence
. 2k
of group myths, Moreover,
colonial conservatiem did not act to hreal down such myd
5 variety of ways, it tended to sustain Lhem Since con\prva1(vfk Were
disposed to think in terms of coliectivities, not of ivdiviguals, thei
tendency was to identify individuals with reference to th

which they belongaed., Ccnservatism, at least in Upper Lanads, :
coalition beth of intereste and of particularisms, whether relicicus,

ethnic or both, it made no high assimilative demands bevond ii3 insist-
ence upon achsr=nce to vital survival values - loyaltv, order, siability -
values that caincided with the interests and outlooks of,pany of the
groups and votlectivities that made up ccolonial society, =7
22 . . . I .
Gad Horowitz, Canadian tLabour i Polltl‘” Toronto: Universziiy
of Toronto Press, 1968), 5-51, esp. 1L-5; althouch horowirz refers io

foglish Canada, hrs arguments are demonSanny more sertirent to Ontario
than to other regions,

22.}, i . ) 4 . 1
cnsensus o loecoiogiozd

nests, ! Lanadian Histori

S.F. Wise, 'Liberal
Some Retlections on the Hartz
Historical Papers, 1974, 11,

25

1bid,, 12,
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This passege noints up tha fundements] dmportance 1o tho

velonmant and me ntconesce of Ontario conservatizm of the strengih of

o™
©

comntai by and commumal values. The rocis of 'communitariant st
found in ideciogy, cul aire and econunics,

forrering of communal values began with the

the varamount velues of a suucess

[

2
. . 2 - C e e A
o comiunit Tife ™ Both infiuential Tenders, such as Arc

sire Lo build @ political society with 2 cleerar and Firmer doc-

at the heart of the iiherul demncracy

tita of the common guod

28

to the south, H7

As the axwnevicice of Ontario county well illustrates, culture:

Grooreligiouds Facrors stroagly Totlerod the growth of comauaily:
. . i . o Oy, . - 7. —g o~ T - i
Yhe dmnigrents whoe arpived afier 18720 were almost ail from &
3 a hewmoneneous grown, DS
inl organizetion, each group

inoits nevi hiome,

ot they were Tar fron be
igion, racial oricin and sccia
ariiving ctrove to create the Soc]e?y of its choice
newcomars tended o setile near th wmiional end

amnunitics

fglcus compat: i t~ whien uog<|o!cp
Tormed, such au the Pickering Juaker rizh and
in Rama and the Anglican

Patterns of setllement contvibuted to the sirengih of comuunit

as wells:

e e Tty

For a discussion of the communai nature of Canadian
Gagie, *T echnotogy and Canadian Po}itics,” and Hovward
and Cominunitarianism,'' in Gague, ed,, Nati i o

(

¢ Lanad: (1urunto. Macmitlan, 1976).

d5, VLovalist Myth,'t 167,

g _
'George Grant, Teﬁh”;;? gy _and Empt
I'4 \
s

A0,

America (Tororto: Anasi, 190

29

Lec A, Jokison,
(fhitby:  Corporcation of
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the struggle to clear the forest left profound marks of the social,
political and =zconamic organization of the pioneer community. Gradu-
ally these attitudes and institutions, isolated from the cther centres
by distance and poor commurications, developed into a community cn
which the local inhabitant%obased an intense pride and identity which
prevailed for genszrations,

In addition, pecausa the ®recambrian Shield imposed a rigid boundary

on the spread of agriculture, the Timits of possible settlement were

reached eariy in the province's development. Thus no pervasive individ-

valist agrarian myth arcose to accompany a constantly expanding frontier,

. e 31

as was the case in the United States,
Long after the original reasons for esteblishing strong communi-

ties faded, the communities themselves persisted, having taken on a

powerfui life of their own, Thus conmunitzrianism was nct dissipated

by the remarkably high rates of transiency which markad the nineteanth

century‘32

Now the essence of traditional conservatism is the assertion of

“"the right of the community to restrain freedom in the name of the

3Olbic!_:_, 53.

3]H.V. MNelles, The Politics of Development: Forasts, Mines and
Hydro-Electric Power in Ontario, 1849-19%1 (Tcronte: Macmillan, 1974, L2,

-

DzDevid Gagan and Herbert Mays studied population movements in
Toronto Gore Township of Peel County, a typicail rural township, from
184G to 1880, and concluded that if it accurately reflected the whole
society, 'it would seem that one of the most pervesive and persistent
characteristics of nineteenth century Untario was the reientiess move-
ment of people in and cut of the society at every stages in its develop-
ment.!" ‘Historical Demography and Canadizan Social History: Families
and Land in Peel County Ontario,' Canadian Historical Review, LIV (March,
1573), 38; for further evidence on the extent of mobility, sce David.
Gzaan, ''"Geographical and Social Mobillity in Nineteenth Cantiury Ontario:
A Microstudy,' Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropclogy X111 (May
1676}, 152-64,




35 . , - , . . .
common good, ! it ‘= rbrouvdgh the oft-noted oroanicecclleativo vieo

of social Tife charactericsiic of Dngiish Canada fhob communitesis05m

contribuies o Lhe persiscence of corstrvatism, Thoe urime imporal e
ir o valie syatemn cantred in covmunal pripcioles 6 ine prosorvet an

the b(mujﬁiiy Agnines ohpazs threatening ifs cchesion and vitalioe, Ao

the sove time, however  oihanges peoroting the weli-being of the oommuni by
cr the colleciivities of which it is comnosed, will be walcomed, cuwimi-

channeis 1t
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tarianism thus by no means prec

along collectivier lines,

Bl

No hettor (1lustrating of thz influcnce of these cotlecti siag

modes of thought courd be offered then fhe administration h=adea by (o2

greatest of all Ortaric Viborais, 570 Cliver Movst, LRy oz i

comrade~it warns noted, Mowal was nov o orddnal, novoa Looeral, s even

a Whig, He wze a Tory in seocial tnstircer ond in polidtics? veantios an
l,; . . 1 . i . Vo v

outloni] During dowatts term, the Gnterio 'Liverats

saw no coniradiciion in defending the avitority of the sty the cof-

tective interest. It is significant too, that the Libers RESUTCIS Y

Ontaric at this tims champion=id provincial rather than inaivide
. And Pt ois the measure of the conservative impact upos veior Loinki
that these same Liberals mounted a popular and succeosstul canmpals
expand thae Unimpairﬂd jurisdiction of the provincial goverrrent over
property and civil rights without first estebiiching constrainis on tie

- o
use of that power,-~

S5till, the weight of collectivism and the communiterianism which

5]
'\ 5]

weorce Crani, loment for a Nation (Toronto: Mecle

Stewart, 1965, , 6l

Sir Jobn Wittt

{Torontcos McClelland




spawned and nurtured it must not be overompoasizod Indiviovalicn ras
becrn a povierfol elowe,t in all steces of provincial hisiory. Horener,

one historian les written that “judoing fror the Uhlario espericroe che
Tory fraditicn hoo bee sak ad iselyv “nat onin. wher s wmaionlas
PGTY Traditao e ot coa o vieqld at o precisery Jnasn Lo waere ot e RN I RIRE|
¢ S mAantemee s e Piarmmicalle 11 Fas . e D e by
SEN5S5C 1LS CONEemporaly Jaltvancs, Hiszo Ay L as NGy e diZ T0
Lying = broeday range o1 canvdanity values 1o bear upon the indusorial

nrocess than has Libeorelism 'y Though 10 is diifTicuil to sel oui uith

precision the parameters of Ontario consaeivatism, paiticularly w

recpect to government activism, it 1o nonelhaless

and contivuwes o bo, = conzervative, moderately
Altiisiee ot reflert and et Fhiie o coramry -
se poliiics both reflect and pichnie this conserva

tism,

Follitive In the R

{0 the walke of the Rebollicr of EGQI§7 and the advent o7 Respons
ible Government, the comnercial buraavcratic atiiance controlling th
Canadian state becawe more responsive to local arievances, bul ils unoa
mentally conservetive outlook was unaliered, as was its entrenchad posi-
tion of power.

Still, political changes were underway, led by Toronte'’s rice to
metropolitan status, Located at the overilaw of the hinterlands of Mont-

Newi York, Toronto was able to utilise its strategic location s

to the American canal system to mount sn economic base Tor




. . . 8 . .
its independence {rom Montreai,,3 Although its indencndent base was

not firmly solidified until the growth cf an extensive railwey network

in the 1880's, Torontc's commercial elite was becoming ever more potent
in the provincatls economic sphare, and thereby cementing its potitical

9
power, ™"

The vobicio for thae exzrcise of this power was the libteral

(Refei )y poarty. Once the moderate reformers, ths 'reccectable profes-

sional and oroperty-cwning classes'' had found satisfaction in the cchiicve-

o . L o
ment of responsibic government, the ''real radicals!! ~ the {lear Griis

-

of Southwestern Ontaric, ''the voice..., of agrarian democraocy! - ware
shunted asides, rever aqain to exert significant influerce,

The principal split in the Reform party, along East-YWest Vinas,
on the SUffa:e reflected the mutual distaste of tihe radical Griis and
the mederates, who were pradominantly from east of Teronto. £ more
fundamental cause was the conflict between the traditional commercial
domination of Montrza! and the insurgent metropolitanism of Toronto,

Grittism may have begun as a political expression of the

but early on it ioined forces with the commercial interesiz of Torony

.:'5‘:
Y02 '
““Spelt, Urban Development, 85,
39 . — -
““See Douglas becCalia, '"The Commercial Politics of the Toronto
- 3
Roard of Trade, !8{:0»1260:“ Canadian HI“LO‘ (,d} fle sz ! (Ma‘ 1665 )
e @nAuian Lar review
5ie
1‘!':-." 1 IS S HPR el o - .
Fravic 4, Underhidl, "Some Retlections of the lLiberal Tracitic
in Canada,' Cancdian Hisroricel Assaciation 1046, 36,

George Brown,
far Hi ste o
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symhelized by the intellectual hegesony of the Toronto Globe, The
success of the Grit 'party' thus owes more to its emergznce as ''the

champion of the special attitudes of Canada West! 3 than to the triumph
of a certain philosophy of democratic government, If the party's pre-
vailing imegery and rhetoric Ymight be that of an agricultural socicty,
its leadership would come targely from town-dwellers, commercial and
professional men, and well-to~do farmers with close ties to the urban
worlc of business‘,"mJr

As the Reform party ccalesced during the late Union years into
a solid Western bloc directed from Toronte, it came also to resemile a

9

conventional British liberal party, with precious jittle room for

h
propertyless workmen,

5

Folitics in the Union period were overlain with an increasingly
bitter language cieavage centring on higniy emotional, symbolic issucs,
such as the ‘rep by pop' controversy., The endless manoeuvring to concoct
allisnces between factions from both language groups served to dampen

the salience of the reform=-conservative struggie, alieady more than a

Tittle blurred in the Rebellion's aftermath. Withal, a fundamental

42
1850-1867", ibid, XXIX (March, 1948}, 38-63; interestingly, Careless writes
that 'one need not look for any inevitable conflict between urban and
agrarian interests in Canade West durinag this stage of transition from
the frontier era, Instead, dividing lines between town and country were
somewhat biurresd', 42,

J.M. 5. Careless, '""The Toronto Globe and Agrarian Radicalism,

43 oo . . < .
“Paul G. Cornell, 'The Genesis of Ontario Politics in the Prov-
ince of Canada (1838-1871)", in Profiles of a Pravince, 67.

Lhy

i L
L**’ibs'gu 6Z.
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trarsformation in the alignment of political groups occurred in 1354,

brought on by the exigencies of crisis-coalition politics, the rise of

Le

the Clear Grits and the decline of the most hidebound Tories, The
coalescence of the Liberal-~Conservative party effected a left-richt
polarization, splitiing the ranks of the moderate (Hincksite) Rzform=rs
The alignmeit of political forces into two fairly distinct groups did
nci: mean that the left did continuing, remorseless beattle with the right,
for the polarization was not intense:

Although the considerable readjustments of 185h relegated politicai
rivalry to duels between right and left, yet there is much in the Lib:rai~
Conservative administrations of 135k4-62 that smacks of political madir.:
government.,. One seeks in vain to find any dynamic matter of principle
that distinguished the enactments or administration of the J. Sendfield
Macdonald /Reform/ governments of 1862-L from the liberal~Conservative
governments that preceded and succeeded them... the party rivalry between
right and left dxg not represent any deep ard fundamental divisions

aiong Canadians,

The Mowat Era

In the province's first election, in 1867, Sendfield Macdonaid's
coalitionist ministry was vicrorious, despite the traditional Reform

leanings of Canada West und the Reformers'! better organization at the

1

LéPau! G. Corneli, The Alignment of Political Groups in Canada
1841-1867 (Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 19¢2), 61. Since
writings on popular support of parties and factions are sparce, it is
difficult to determine the extent to which this realignment reflecteas
popular sentiment or simpiy the pressures and Op]ﬁ"fuﬂltiPc of legislative
poiitics; impressionistically, the latter was liksly of more predominant
influance,

b7

“8pia., 83. :

Cornell, Alignment, Gh,



. Le L, .
local level, 7 This outcome was attributable te an unusual cenfluence

of events, not likeiy to be repeated, The framers of the British North
f . 50
America Act had envisioned a minor role for the grovincial legisiature,

whecse work promised to 'partake more of the character of a county council

-
than of a par]iament”;)‘ most sxperienced Canada West politicos thus
52 .

elected to contest Yederal constituencies. Whereas the disparate sac-

M

tiens oFf the Peform party had never been as badly divided,)B the coali-
tion was in the admirable position of having neither a record to defend
noer a programne to put forward, but pzatronage to distribute. Moreover,

the ceoalitionists viere eble Lo manipulate the date and many of the condi-
. . . . sho . . , N
tions of the election to their advantage, Finally, although each

candidste was clzaarly identifiablc ac to his sumport or opposition of

5-

the coalition, the political forces were nct divided by any significant

£e
matteis of principie,

9Margaret Helen Small, "A Study of the Dominion arnd Frovincial
Election of 1867 in Ontario,' unpublished M,A., rhesis, Queen's University,
1968, 10.

50R. MachGregor Dawscn, The Government ot Canada, fourtr edition,
revised by Norman Ward (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1963), 30~1,

[y
‘]W.S, Wallace, 'Political History, 1867-1812," in Canada and
Its rovinres XVIi (ﬁvtjr‘o), Adam bhortt anu Arthur 6. Doughty eds.,

52

Corneil, 'Genssis,! 7Ji.

?25mz11 "Daninion and Provincizl El: action,! 1LR,
5L"lbid., chapter 2.

3bid., 93.

t6

o]
3
[o W

Alexander Fraser, A History of Ontario- fts Resources

Develcpment (Toronto: The Canadien History Co., 1907}, 235-%,
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The 1867 federal eiection in Ontaric has hesen cited as a
"critical' election in Key's sense. John A. Macdonald's campaign on
the importance of maintaining the ccaliticn which had brought about
Confederation is said to have broken the Reformers® hold on the prov-

.

ince, establishing a pattern of electoral alignment which persisted

into the first decade of the present century. 57 Such was not the case
provincially, for although it soon became apparent that party-free poli-
tics Would not obtain in Ontario, the lines along which parties were to
develop took Tonger to solidify.

The Macdonald administration fTailed to produce a coherent pro-
gramne or sense of party solidarity. n cont:ast, the opposition
Liberals put forward a clear set of princip!es, established a cohesivs,
disciplined party,SS eid z2crardirgly. carried the 1271 election.

Shortly thereafter, the enignatic Edward- Blake resigned the Grit lteader-

ship to pursue a federal career:; in his stead, Cliver Mowat was persua-

ded to assume the premiership,

The Data and the Tables
Before embarking on & discussion of electoral irends and patterns

Oliver Mowat's Ontaric, a brief introduction i5 reazuired to the data

SID.G.G, Kerv. '"Chosts of tﬁe CranSFathe"s: Voting Stability in
Ontario Federal Eisctions, 1867~1%911,'" paver presented at the Hathematics - -
Social Sciances Board Lonference on Q” ntitative Studies of Popular
Voting Behavior, Ccrnell University, June, 1573, 10,

8 - . . .
> According to Cornell, they 4id so by "ectively advecaring many
of the oid Clear Grit principies = an extended ¥ranchise, cheapsr and

simpler Jegal procedures, amelicration ¢f the condition of debtors, and
strict legisiative control of appropriations,' "Gensis,' 71,



cnplioyed, and the form in which they are pissented ard anailysed, The
data are aggragata voling statistics, compiied from official revurns,

of party vote shares and turnout for each constituency at zach provin-
cial elect%onfsg The analysis is based upoun s'mple descrintive measures,
such as the arithmetic mean, which, though elementary, provide important

W15 intoe the rtrocinen’s electoral history, The discussion in this

reein entively upon province-wide patterns; later chapters exam-
ine trends according to more restrictad criteria, such as region or rural-

urban composition,  The material presented in this chapter is important

E

not only as a prelude to the more analytical investigations of later
chapters, but also for the basic information it cenveys about the elect-
oral divisions in this province and how thev have changed over the past

cantury,
e

o I s - " [l R ‘ o oL N
able il 1 presents party voiz shaics {(weighted mean)™ as o proportion

of votes cast, ihe peicenioge of the registered electorate which veizd, and

PR |- E - Thi thn
ihe number of seats won by each party. This table closely resembles o simitar

6

" 1 . .
table awsenbled by Wilson and Hoffman. ™ A few eniries for earlier years vary

falie?
“IFor 2 detailed discussion of the sources and nature of these
data, see Appendix B.

60The weiahied mean was employad rather than the unweighted mean
in order that vete shares not be affected by the size (population)
of ridine, i rates, the weighted and unweighted means were within
one o1 we tentiz of A percentage point of one another: in very feow dacers
do thay ¢lifer Uy as much &8 @ full percentave point,

61 . . - , .
Johrn Wilson and David Hoffman, "Ontario; A Three
in Transition,'' in Martin Robin, ed,, Uanadian Provincinl

“
\—4'

Party Sysuoen
] }i,ECS QSLLY“

boroughs Prencice-Hall, 1972, 20L~%Z,

38
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TABILE III-1

PARTY VOTE SHARES, TURNOUT AND SEATS WON BY PARTY
ENTIRE PROVINCE

Vote Shares Seats
Election Lib Con Third Turnout Iib Con Third Acc i

1887 49 49 74 39 k3. 6 82
1671 51 47 63 43 29 14 82
1875 49 48 67 Lo 36 S &8
1879 49 48 6l 58 29 2 88
1863 48 47 67 %) 38 3 88
1886 48 47 68 58 32 5 90
1890 49 46 &l 55 35 L o1
180 41 36 15 b 69 52 3 17 1 ol
1898 48 L7 ) 75 51 43 2 9S4
1902 43 50 73 50 48 1 98
1905 45 53 71 28 69 98
1908 o 58 72 19 86 6 106
1611 3 55 £ 2% £3 17 106
1914 38 54 5 o8 25 Ed 4 111
1919 25 34 24 10 73 z7 z5 s 13 3 111
ig23 21 50 2% 5 55 14 75 17 4 2 111
1526 22 50 11 54 21 74 6 3 112
1%29 3z Vs 5 57 13 92 6 8 112
1934 £D 40 7 3 7 17 1 90
1937 51 00V 5 71 66 23 S0
1943 3 36 32 58 16 38 3h 96
1945 30 Ity 22 71 14 66 8 a0
ioLs 30 41 27 67 14 53 21 S0
1651 32 48 19 65 g 79 2 S0
1555 33 L9 17 61 11 8l 3 98
1959 37 4é 17 59 22 71 S 53
1963 35 48 15 63 24 77 7 108
1967 32 42 26 66 2 60 20 117
1971 28 45 27 73 20 78 19 117
1975 34 36 29 67 36 51 38 125
1977 32 40 28 &5 34 58 33 125
Ace - Acclamations
Ertries under third pvarty:

1894 Patrons of Industrys Protestant Proteciive Asscciation

1914 Prohibitiocnist .

1919 - 1923 Unitsd Farmers of QOntaric; Indepandent labour Farty

1926 ~ 1929 Frogressives

1934 %o dzte Co-operative Commonwsealith Pederation’ New Democratic

Party



"3
oy one or jwo percentege points from Wilson and Hoffraan's figures, presumably
because of ditferent cisignations of cnadidatest affiiiations, but there ore no
subsiantia! discrepancies.
Table 1112 and its graphica! representation, Figure [11-1, recast the voting
data, rendering party vote shares as a percentage of the =ligible electorate, rathes

o o F eyt s st e ot L HE . e . L.
then of vote: cnst o cota ¢l s ¢ clomer indication of the imporiant influence

.
N i CooLs i
or furnout. dince fhe figures o thic jable are computed only for thosa

G
ridings in which a party actually fielded a candidate who was not
acclaimed, the percentage mav be substantially higher than it would have
been iT the percentages ware calculsted on the glnbal basis used in Tebtie
fii-1, his is particultarly true of third parties which left many
vidings uncontested, By way of illustration, in 184 Patrons of !industry
" 63 . L PR . . .
garnered 29 per cant of the vote in the 44 ridings in which they had
candidates; across the entire province, however. their chere was 15 rer
Gh

cent, IT a party Tailed to nominate inn more than two contested ridings,
p TR

the number of candidates it did present is shown. The columns on the

extreme right side of the table indicates the number of contested ridincs

(N}, asd =7 acclamations (A), Tor each elaction. The "third' column

2

62The turncul vigures are slightly lower - by approximately .3
to .5 of & percentage point - than those given in the official returus
because the latter include spoiled or rejected bellots, which are ex-
ciuded from our ¢ompuravior of turnourl,

bﬁYm ainimize use of the cumbersornd phrase 'of the eligible
electorata’’, the technically incorrect phrose ‘'iof the vote't will be
unaerstood to heve the Tourmer®s meaning,

6“Clearly, this orocadirs Tntenduces some distortion; howaver,
since the nuabe of ¢ : readily agpparcni, this is

less of & distertion

: a party's vote shara on
the basis of all ridinas,
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PARTY VOTZ SHARES AND TURKOUT

ENTIRE PROVINCE
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FARTY VOTE SHARES ALID TURNGUT
ENTIRE PROVINCE
LIPERAL CONSERVATIVE THIRD TURNQUT N
Year Mean N Mean N Mean N Mean

1867 36.1 36.9 73.8 726
1871 32.1 30.4 63,0 67

1875 33,5 . %3.0 67. 4 79
1879 32.5% 30,9 63,5 35
1823 33.8 33.1 67.3 82

1886 33.5 33.0 68.1 82
1890 33.4 30.7 i .U 83
1894 32.9 20 22,06 71 29.0 44 69.2 93
1598 56.8 36.3 - 75:3 91
1902 35,5 36,4 72.6 96
1905 32,1 38.73 71.3 ¥
1908 31.4 90 3%.5 71.6 g%,
1911 26,7 78 32.5 56.3 o
1914 20,7 86 35.6 67.4 102
1919 26,1 4§ 24,3 97 31,4 74 72.5 103
1923 .7 74 26.2 66 20,2 74 55,7 104
1926 24,4 71 36,4 4.7 22 63.7 o9
1929 22.3 853 32.3 29.3 13 57.0 1ok
1934 37,7 22,2 10.8 37 73.3 9

1937 36.1 28.1 §,0 3 70,5 90
1943 18,9 20,7 19.0 86 57,8 o0
19L5 22,6 31,48 15.9 71.4 90
1948 20.0 277 19.0 81 67.1 20
1951 20,4 31.3 13.5 77 64,7 90
1955 20,5 29. 4 i1.5 81 60.5 3
1959 21,6 27.2 i1.1 81 59.1 a8
1963 22.5 30.4 10.6 97 63.0 108
1967 20,8 27.8 17.0 65,7 117
1971 20.3 32.5 19,8 73.1 117
1975 23.3 24,3 19.4 67.3 ez
1977 20,€ 25.9 i3.3 65.2 i25

Entries under “Third"” coliumn: 1894 Patrons of Industry
1919 - 1629 United Farmers of
1934 - 1975 Cooperztive Comnmonvesz
Federaticii: New Democratic Party

e B

fhe N in the extreme right hand calumn indicates the rnurbs
contested ridings; N'g associated with party vete shares indi
nurwber of ridings coniested by the party; no entry in the party N
am o
ha -

coldunn indicates that

a
3

&

rarvy let’t no wore than twe ridinzs aacconts
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shows votes for the Patrons of Industry in 1894, for the United. Farmers
of Ontario in 1519, 1923, 1926 and 1929, and for the CCF-NOP in 1934
and subsequent elections, Extremely minor parties which fielded only

a handful of candidates, such as the 'Third'" party, the Socialists,
Prohibitionists and the pre-19i9 Independent labourites (under any of

their numerous labels) are exciuded,

An 9Qverview of the Mowat Years

O0liver Mowat was not only an exceptionally skilled politician,
he was alsu essentially a conservative pé!itician. He ensured that
nzeded re=forms were carried out gradually and within the established
bounds of the social and political order, and never before the people
vere ready for them. The real radicals were the Conservative opposi=
tien, and indeed, 'much of Mr. Mowat's influence and suchss'as 2 Re-
former and the leading spirit in a Reforh Government was due to his

65 One of Mowat's contemporaries obsarved that he drew

conservatism,'
on many of the same sources of support as did Macdonald's federal Con-

. 66 . , . .
servatives; this would scarcely be surprising for both parties were
in essence conservative, though leavened by moderate reformism and a
strong disposition tc foster steady growth and deveicpment.

It is easy to become caught up in the external appearances of

g
“C.R.W. Biggar, Sir Oliver Mowat: A Biograpnical Sketch (Two

volumes, Toronto: Warwick Brothers and Rutter, 1905), i, 218.

o6A.H.U. Colghoun, gquoted in A, Margarst
and Ontario 1872-18356: A Study in-Folitical Succe
Pa.D. thssis, University of Toronto, 1967, 2.

tvans, 'Mliver Mowst
ss,' unpublished

ih



the Liberal ascendarcy. To contemporaries and historians alike, rn=

latter third of the nincteenth ceritury is indeed the Mowat era.

-

Libcral party, a formidably efficient political organization, built and

adept blend of caution, progressivencss, fairness and patronage. In

marked centrazt, the Corcervative party languished in the pol

itical

Gt

maintainad an impressively heterogeneous voter coatition arouiia suv

doidrums., Handicoppad by uninspired leaders who were constanily cut-

o
%

: : | P b et iey ! Ty
manozuvred vy the cagey Mowet, the party's organization was perennially

bl

in disarray. ! Seemingly berceft of coherent policy which swung from

one extreme i¢ aiother, the party was simply out of tune with thz feno:

=

+

of

seemed to know precisely what th= province wantod and vhen,

Despite agreement among historians on thece basic feat

the Mowat years, a striking anomaly is apparent Srom

perusal of Tables lil-1 and il1-2. These tables reveal clear

devastating hias of the first-past-the-post elecioral svstem

o

b
u

uatil the turn of the century (save 1894) ) the bhare

he age. The Tories, consecuently, iost recszatedly to Mowad.
o 5 { > |

evern a cuysory

)
virto

iy the ofter

lities in the popular vote ware transformca (nto comforiantic majori
T i

, . 68 . :
in the Legislature. Thus, with the electoral system cver-r

(©]

T Grits, the more salienu distribution of seats has ohscour

ewardin:

d the

f

-
6’3@0 Charlcy W, Humphries, '"The Political Career oF
P, Vhitney," unpublished Ph.D, thesis, University of Toronto,
chapter 2,
&R
To 2n extent, this was abetted by the dist
Altthough Movat may noc be eccused of gerrymandering ses

)
—
=
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recist

tien time, neither ard he grant equitable representaticn ©5 the urbe
areas, for example, although by 1907 the city of Torantoe contained wvers

cent of the provinze's popu’ation, it red

nearty 10 p-
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trenely narrow margin of votes by which the Liberals defeated the

Conservativas, Indeed, combining the elections ¢f 1875, 18675, 1882

n

and 1886, the Liberals outpolled the Conservatives by a scant 10,545
voies, out of approximately a million cast, The Teries, in chori, were
virtually as popular at the polls as the Grits., When consideration is
taken of the Liberail edges tn leadership, organization, and patronage,
it becomes clear that their long hegemony was far less due tc any great
empathy with public feeling than to Tory inability to attract the few

marginal voters who might easily nave ¢iven them centicol of the prove
ince., Despite outward appearances, Ontario elactoral politics in the
previous century were competitive to an exceptional degree.  From this
perspective, much of the conventional wisdem egarding the Liberal
electoral donination during *he powat vears |5 cicarvly in evror,

The numbers of seats carried by each party in nineteenth cent-
ury elections are misleading in another respact, for they indicate
more narrow iegislative majorities than actually obtained, Euriy in
the Tirst parliament, the Coalitionist ministry won over nine members
who had contested the 1807 election as Liberals. In subcequent years.
the Liberal majority was usuzlly augmented with by-election victories,
By-~elections were much more frequent in the nineteenth century, for
invariably after each general election, several members wouid be unseal-

69

ed Tor fraudulent or illecal electoral practices. During the Liberad

69For confirmation of this peint,
Centennial Edition of the tlectoral Dist

tries of the Frovince of Ontario (Toronto: Qusen's
passim,

7*__{‘ -~




tenure in office (i871-1905), the government took 23 seats from the
Tories in by-elections, whereas on only 9 occasions were Conservatives
7
victorious over lLiberals in by-elections.
As is evident from the tables, the aggrezgate vote totals were
extremely stable during the nineteenth century. This was nct only true

1
1

the provincial level, but federall

e

as well, as may be seen from

~<

&

Tabie i1i~3, which presents pariy vote shares, turnout and seats won

. Save the 1894 election, exceptional for its two

g

in federal electinn:

stronyg third party movements, the overall levels of party support are
remarkably stabie: from 1871 to 1902, the Liberai share of the vote
varied only fren 32.1 per cent to 35.8 per cent, while the Tories' vote

share remained in the 30.L tc 35.3 per cenf range. This stability,
however, i3 misleading, Tor it s in part an artitact of the aggregation
process; the tabulation of vote shares according to region in Chapter
Y1 demonstrates grealfer aggregate volatility than is apparent from a
province-wide parspective, Mcre significantly, perhaps, the stability
in overall levels of support by no means implies centinuity in the
composition of parties' electorates. Indeed, the correlation analysis
in Chapter Vil strongly suggests that the ninsteenth century was charac~
terized by extremely low levels of continuity in party support - again
in sharp contrast toc the conventional wisdom,

Turnout was not particularly high during the Mowat years, which

raises some guesiions as to how much stronger political interest and

78 - : . . - -
In the great majority of by-elections, the riding did not
change hands,
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TABLE ITI-3
. PARTY VOTE, TURNOUT, SEATS3 WON BY PARTY IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS

{Vote as a proportion of votes cast)

iection ILiberal Conservative Third Turnout ILiberal Consery
: 4  , -4 % seats  seals
1867 43 51 o "7k 30 52
1872 50 50 | 72 43 A
1874 53 47 ] .73 66 22
1878 18 . 51 71 26 .62
1882 49 531 69 28 . B4
1887 49 1 72 - 38 . 10
1891 45 29 66 Ly I8
1896 40 45 is 79 43 4
1900 50 50 7 36 56
1904 . 50 30 : 73 38 118
1908 L7 51 70 37 Lg
1911 43 - 3% 69 13 :73
1917* 34 6z 79 3 21
1921 20 39 2 63 21 Yy
1925 , 31 57 | 3 65 11 © 68
1926 39 L1 I & 26 55
1930 L sl . 1 70 22 59
1935 43 35 2z YL 55 125
1940 51 43 6 70 57 25
1945 Lt . L2 - 14 75 34 L8
1949 46 37 i5 75 - 56 25
1953 L7 ) 11 67 51 33
1957 37 ko 12 74 21 &1
1958 .33 56 .11 80. - 15 67
1962 L2 39 17 77 Lb 35
1963 &< 35 i 77 52 27
1965 L4 3% 22 81 51 25
}gog L 32 21 80 64 17
1972 37 38 23 79 5 46
1974 &5 33 b %k .25 29

. B

¥ Coslitionist Government votes and seats listed under Conservative

frbries under third party: 1896 teCarthvites: Fatrons
1921 - 1930 Frogrecsives
1935 Reconstruction Partys

o ] . ] - \ -
A0R0 to date (CP-INDF
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Sources: votes and seats 1867 - 1968: J..l. Reck, Pendulum of Fower
(Toronto: Prentice-~Hall, 1968), passim.

eligitle electors 1872-1891; 1900 Fouse of Commons,
Sessional Papers, 1873 60

1374 59

1879 88

1833 77

1857  53b

1891 273

1961 36

eligitle elsetnrs 1296 - 1917: IM.C. Urquhart and K.A.H.
Buckley, eds., Historical Statistics of Canada (TOTOﬁbO‘
VMaclliilan, 19650, series 152 and Wh3 (figure for 192C is

itncorrect),

turnout 1921 - 1958: Howard A Scavrow, Canada Votes (ilsw
Orlcans: Hauser, 1962), 238,

urnout 1962 - 1968: Reports of the Chief Elecioral Officer,
1962,195673,1965, 19€8
votes, Turnout and seats 197Z1 Repory of the Chief Eleccoral
Dfficer, 1972

votes, turnout and seats 19741 Report of the Chief Elecinorzl
Officer, 1974 i
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involvement were in the nineteenth century, compared to that of the
present day, Fror 1871 until 1894, turnout ranged between 63 and 69

per cent of the electorate, Between 1838 and 1908, that is in the

dying days of the Liberal regime and the early ysars of the Tory dvnasty,
turnout was somewhat, though not spectacularly, higher, ranging between
71 and 75 per cent,

ing aggiregate data on voting shifts, has demon~-

(0]

John Wilscn, u
strated that goverrment defeats in Ontario have generally hbeen & conse-
- . L . i
quence of “a deilherate choice by an unusually lairge number of pecp!c“7 .

{t has not been true, however, that government defeats have excited zn

abnormally high turncut rate. Such was the case at the turn of the

it

14

O

century, but. the mean turnout of the five government defeats (1907,

1923, 1934 and 1943) is 66,1 per cent of the electorate, compared with

- - 72
a mean of 66.4 per cent for twenty-four non-defzats,’

During the Mowat years, or indeed fhroughput provincial history,
turnodt has been higher a2t federal elections in Ontario than At provin-
cial campaigns; from 1867 to 1895, the mean turnout was 67.0 per cant
provincially and 72.0 per cent federalily. The most straight-forward
interpretation of this differential is that provincial golitics have
simply not had the same salience and interest for Ontarians as politics
fact

at the senior level., A furtiner explanation may lie in the fact that

7 ;. -— . - .
“'John Wilsern, 'The Ontario Political fCulture.” in Donald

Maclenald, ed., The Goveroment ang Politics of Onteric (Toronto:
Macmillan, 1975), 217.

<)
>

5 .
7'The ambiguous {low turncu:) elacticn of 1871, which led to
a government defeat in the House, is axc!



untii the Dominion franchise reveried {o the provincial franchise atter
1896, the Ontario electorate was somewhat larger for provincial than
frederal elections: persons enfranchised provincially but without the
federal vote (in the main the poorest segment of the popuiace) may well

have had a higher -2t: of non-voting,

The Poiities of Peligion

The leitmotiv of Ontaric poiitics during Mowat's tenure was
religion. The basic Catholic-Protestant divizion was overlain with zth-
nic animosity, for most Catholics were Irish, thouah not all teishmen
were Catholic, To be sure, all was not harmony and good f=aling anann
Protestant denominations, but the extrenc hotiility and biiterness
generated by the Clergy Reserves and ailied issues had dissipecad.,  in
addition, the reversion to the pre~Union provincial boundayvies bed
effectively removed fhe language complication from recligious controversy,

Although Cat»olics comprised only a sixth of the population. the

numericel imbalerse was obscured in emotional, symbolic clazhes, particu
farly over govermient policy on separate schools, Thase con
heiantened by the popular perception of the 'sotid Lathelic vote! as
Mowat'ts key to pawer, with the omincus implications that this must por-
tend. The strident anti-Cacholicism of Ceorge Ereowr had alienated meny
vCatho!ics in the later Unicon years, but Mowat's unmistabablzs fairrncss
returned & ¢ood many of them to the Reform cause, At ieast as importent

as Mowat's attractiveness, however, was Tory poiicy, which by stager



-a
. . . N . . . 3
drove many long-time Ccnservative <atholics intc the Grit camp./

Doubtless, the electoral impact of réligious passions was not
so strong as copular mythology, or party propaganda, would have it.
Even the link between the Tory party and the 0Orange Order was probably
substantially weaker than often believed, in part due to Grit influences

7k

in the lacal jodages, and in part due to the nature of the organiza-

in

tion, For its prime concern was not to combat Romish influences but’

to meet the symbolic and material needs of lower class Protestants,

cill, the oftentimes un-

(3]

particularly those of lrish extraction.
solicited and unwanted Qrange pronouncements on behalf of the Tory party
did much to identify it with the narrowly Protestant viewpoint,
Far more virulentiy anti-Caticlic and nativist were the Equal
. s L . . 76 . :
Rights Association, a minor force in-the 18390 election, and the sub-
stantially stronger Frotestant Protective Association, The P.P.A,

neminatad several candidates in the 1894 election, and endorsed a number

/3For an overview of the politics of religion in nineteenth
century Ontario, sze Evans "0liver Mowat,!! and Frankiin A, Waiker,
Catholic Educatiorn and Politics in Ontario (Toronto: Thomas Nelson and
Sons, 1964). These sources, like virtually all others on the topic,
rely heavily on newspaper accounts, private papers and the like, and
are therefore of very uncertain reliability in their conclusion as to
religious influences in the mass public,

7L‘Hereward Senior, '"Crangeism.and Ontario Folitics, 1872-1896,"
in Donald Swainsorn, ed., Qliver Mowat's Gnitario (Torento: Macmillans,
1972), 140-1.

/?,?ig;’ passim,

/OThe E.R.A. ran only a handful of candidates under its cwn
banne¢, usually with combined Consarvative-Equal Rights atfiliation;
see J.R, Miiler, '''Equal Rights for Ail!': The E.R.A. and the Ontaria
Elsction of 189C,' Ontario History LXV (December, 1973}, 211-30,




of others who ran under Cons:ivative-P,P.A., Patron-P,F.A., and even

77

Liberal=P,P. A, banners, N more than three straight P.P.A. standard-

)

bearers were elected, though a3 many as a dozen others from the Scuth-

78

-

West, claimed or were attribuced P.P.A, affiliation. Withal, the
P,P.A.'s showing wes unimpressive, and the movement, wracked with bitter
internecire dicsern fon, cffe-rively passed from the scene by 1897,

The deatze of the 7 5 A, was symptomatic of the marked lessenad
imazct of sectarian strife or Ontario politics following the 1894 elec-
ticn, Standing as bolbh cause and effect of this wss a decline of the
reverzal in attitude of the Conservative party. Following a sharp re-
buke by the Protestant electors of London, George Marter, the new Teory
chieftain Fﬂihoned the party's no Popery stance. dames Whitney, who
sueceeded Marter in 1866, extended this policy and his overturss vo the

yie)
province's Cathoiics werc well received,’”

The Farmer and the Workingman
The impact of industrialization and urbanization on Ontaric's
farm community and upon ils class stiructure will be dealt with more
extensively n the following chapter. For present purposes, only thaso

grov.s' political activities will be highlighted.

"Though Meredith, the Conservative iesder, tried to dissociate

the party from it, the F.P.A. was far more cliocely linked with the lories
thaen with thae Liberals or the Patrons,

78 e gt L : .
Poawnn T, Wato, 'Anti-Catkoticism in Untario Politicz: The Role
of the Protestany froieciive Association in the 1894 Election,'' Ontaeric

History (March, 1o 65-6,
79

Humprnrios, PFoiitical Career,'" ThS.
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Although it bespeaks a dubious irterpretation of history, tha

myth of the independent yeoman has always carried great weight among
VT 80 . . C

the Ontario farm populace, In the Mowat years, this sharply con-

. . . . . .81 .

strained government activism in agricultural policy, and it also

coloured the farmers! rzaction to government.

The social disruptions engenderad by the onset of industriaiizm
combined with steadily declining prices tc give rise to widespread
agrarian discontent by the 1890's, Dissatisfaction crystallised around
‘the ''"Patrons cf Industry'! movement, which by mid decade ciaimed zn
Ontario membership of 100,000, Originally concerned mainly with econo~
mics, particularly the iniauitious MNatiorzl Policy, the Patrons? ken
soon encompassed broader social and poiiticai issues. Significantly,
the order !rerresented not indigent agrarians on the verge of ruin, but
small, reasonably affiuent farmers fighting to continue & traditionally

: 82 - e & g
acceptatble social structure, Like the United Farmers 2 generation
later, they identified the key to their problems zs the dispreportionate

infiuence wielded by urban interests in ar unprincipled party

]
nZ
n
[
o
3

Threats to the farmers! material weil-being were thus closely bound up
with symbolic concerns centring on the realization that their way of life

and their social and political status were rapidly being undarmined,

80y ¢, Fowke, 'The Myth of the Self-suffic
Y

naaian Fioneer,"
Transactions of the Royai Societ G

] . - X
Such well-received qepartures as experimental farms, land
rainage programmes, and the institution of the Agricultural Cnliege
at Gueiph indicated & cerrain leavening ‘n the laisssz~faire citiook,

82
“5.E,D, Shortt, “Socizal Chance and Po
Ontario: The Patrons of induscry, 1889-1826,:

232,
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Despite Mowat's essentialiy accurate remonstrance that the
X - L S 83

bulk of their political demands lay beyond provincial jurisdiction,
the Patrons entered some 49 candidates in the 18S4 provincial elec~
tion, They attracted 15 per cent of the popular vote, enough to eiect
seventeen of their number. In spite of P,P,A, attempts atAinfiltra-
tion, anti-Catholic nativiem does not seem to have influenced greatly
either the Patrons' policy or their SL;;:»,:>0|"‘C.8LP A preliminary analysis
of the sources of Patron voting feiled tc turn up any consistent
pattern '"on the basis of traditional vecting behaviour, religion or
ethnic origins., The pattain nost clearly discernible is geographic:
the best agricultural areas in the province tended to show Patron
strength,gsr Patron attempts fo forge an ailiance with labour foundered
since, ''despite similarities in outlook, izbour and farmers held basic-
%lly incompatible aititudes towards society.!' The Patrons! ideoiogy
gave pride of place to the smali producer and !imited government, in
direct opposition to the positive role of the ;téte advocated by organ-
ized labour.86

The inexperienced, weakiy led Patrons quickly fell in with
Mowat, and the 1896 federal election, with its cutright Liberal-Patron

ailliance and subsequent return to prosperity under Laurier, markzad ths

83

Evans, ‘'0liver Mowat," 58, 62,

8L . ,
Shortt argues that though both the Patrons and the P,P.A. counted
their greaiest strength in the West of the province, the latter were in
large measure confined to the towns: ''Scciai Change,! 225,

8 pid. , 220.
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Patrons' end as an independent political force., The root causes of

the Patron upsurge had by no means been assuaged: rather they had gone
underground, to resurface a generation later in the United Farmers'
movement.

Notwithstanding the cccasional isbour candidate and intermit=-
tent independent political activity, the bulk of the working ciass fell
into line with the prevaiiing party system. Gradual but substantial
widening of the franchise was partly responsible, as was political in~-
experience on the part of many labour lTeaders and accentance of the
familiar Liberal versus Conservative party configuraticn by the trans-
planted British artisans whe figured prominently in Ontario organized

37 . . - .

labour. Most important of all, though, were the positive benefits
and rewards witich the narties had to distritute., "Rationzl palitical
censciousness't won cut over Cciass consciousness among the vulnerable

. - . . . 88 -
working classes and their fragile organizaticns, Furthermore, to
worbers and bosses alike, class interests lacked the salience of reli-
gion and ethnicity:
the hold of the Grit and Tory labour friend over the newly enfranchised
artisan was guaranteed by ties of ethnic, religious, and social affinity.
Working men were the active constituents of numerous vcluntary organiza-
tions led by middle-class civic leaders in Toronto, Hamiltcn and other
centres, The artisans frequently used their ethnic community with
political leaders to advence their interests...when the factory system

suddenly sprany into existence in Ontaric in the 1380's and 185G's)
when the bond of sympathy and intimate personal ties between capitalist

87Martin Robin, '"The Working Class and the Transition to Capi-
talist Democracy in Canada,'' Dalhousie Review XLVl (August, 1967),

335.-

88_lbid., 326-7.
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and worker in the small firm gave way to the impersonality of the
large establishment, when protective labour societies e«panded
rapidly, working men still shared a cultural, religious and poiitical
Sympgthy and identification with their <or:a1 and political superi-
ars,

Mowat'!s progressive Factory Act, togsthec with cther pro~!abour
prog y >

90
. . PR PR .. -
policies, stcod in stark contrast to apparent Tory disinterest, and

. ol .

brought to the Reform party the solid support of tabour,”  Alter

Mowat's departure, though, this support begzan to fail away as it becanie
increasingly clear that Whitney's Conservatives were much more atiuned
to the probiems of an urban, industrialized province than the ossifying
Grit party with its datad, rural viewpoint. One element in this shift
was the more pronounced sympathy in the Grit camp for prohibition, wiiich

.

by the 1897's was taking on a distinctly enti-working class coloura~
i » -

(s ]
3

tion,-

The Deciine of the lLikeral Party
Following Mowat's departure for Laurier's fcabinet of all

talents', the Ontario Liberal party enfered into a steady deline ana

$ibid., 328-9.

90Bernard Ostry, "Conservatives, Liberals and Labour in the
18801's,!t Canadian Journal of Economics and Political Science (May, (951),
151-%. Michael Bliss contends that Ostry misread the Conservatives!
prc ]abou' Trade Union Act of 1889; see his '"Dyspepsia of tha HMind:
The Macmillan, ed., Canadian Business History: Selected Studies, 1497
jﬁﬁ!‘(Toronto. McClelland and Stewart, 1972}, 181, n2i.
9]Daw cn urban and rural voting, diccussed in thé following

chapter, indicate that the conventional wisdom as regards Mowat's
working class following is at best over~stated.

2, , . o

3 Graeme Decarie, "Someihing 01d, Something uvu,q,A5p°btﬂ of

Prohibitionism in Ontario in the 1890's ,“ in Oliver Mowat's Ontario,
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a deomed rearguard action against the resurgent Tories, Marginzily
cutpolicd by the Conservatives in 1898 and 19G2, the Liberals clung
to power with precarious legislative majorities, but it was becaoning
increasingly clear that they had tost touch with public opinion, and
had cnly shopworn policies tc offer. The Grits, too long at the helm
and tco weddsd to the rural Ontario of the past, feemed unzable to adept
93
to the ever wxpanding urbanization and industrialization about them, -
Hor could they rely upeon inspired leadership vo pilot them through the
political shoals, Mowat, for examplie, had brilliantly finecssed the
. . \ . Sh . 4
tempersnco auestion, doawing support from both sides, but Ross’
vecillation excited nothing but oppositica.

The Tories, by contrast, were closely ctiuned te the nrovincea's

T the Mowat

social and political aspivations., iIn the carly canpaions o

era, the chief Conservative complaint had been the Reformers' profiigate

handling of the provincial accounts, compared with the thrift character-

1

izing the good old days of Sandiicid acdunaldls administration. in the

course of Meredith's tenure, nowever, the Tories became less concarned

with Tiscal retrenchment, taking on the trappings ot British-style Tory

democracy, while the Reform party 'metrified into a compiete Toryism,

93Pharies W. Hurphries, "The Sources of Ontaric “Prograessive
Conservatism' 1930"19?4,“ Historical Pzpers Presented at _lhe A,nuu7
Meeting of tne Carn

dian Historical Association, ottawa, 1967, 119,

“m.n(s:ences g5.

9SHumphries,“PoHti’ca] Career,' 320,



despite its name.‘96 Building upon the party's urban bailiwicks,
Whitneyfs conciliatory, yet firm, leadership effectively removed relig-
ious strife from the political agenda, and established the Tories in
the public mind as the true representatives of both the middle and
working class. In addition, the Conservative organization, if poorly
funded, was diiigent, efficient and confident,

The Crits gave every indication cof a party too long in office,
Where once Mowat had drawn considerablie suppert from those accustomed
to voting Conservative federally. the Liberals of Ross' day were unable

< 97

lations with their federal counterparts.

even to maintain good ie
Party organizstion had deteriorated marikedly, and by way of-compensaticn,
had come to en unhealthy reliance on quastionable, if not ocutright

’

corrupt, electoral practices, Such episcodus as the notorious fGamey
‘-8 !
affair!”” ccst the party a good deal of i1ts support among the staunchly
righteous farmers who had been the party's backbone in days past. The

Grits, in’'short, were a political force on the wane; by the turn of the

century a Conservative triumph was inevitable,

The Tory Ascendancy, Phase One: 1905-1930

The Tory vanquish of the faltering Grit machine in 1905 stands

out ciearly as the great watershed of provincial politics., Not only was

£ . - .
3 J.E. NMiddleten and fFred tLandon, The Province of Cntario: A
! 127 (Toronto: Dominion Publishing, 1927, 1, L7,
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it the beginning of the Tory stranjglehold on Queen's Park, but it
marked the establishment of a pclitical agenda in which industrial

development and the bettzrment of an urban scciety held pride of place,

Religion, the great recurring issue of the Mowat years, was never tar

below the surface of poiitical life, and came virulently to the Tore

-

on more than one occasion, out 1t was oniy one of several politically

ent issues,

sal
Whitney is a prize specimen of that illusive Canadian breed,
the red Tory; his operating grinciple was 'social justice to prevant
social chaos'.92 Still, his reformist zeal had clesr 1imits, and in
addition, many of the men he gatherea about him were traditional con-
servatives, keen on orderly administration but dubicus about government
activism, Ontaric tydvo, showpiece of 'orojgressive! Conservatism,
clearly illustrates the curicus blend of populist government activism
in the marketplace and attention to special private interests which
characterized the Tories! respcnse to the needs generatéd by the prov-
ince's sccial and economic modernization, Though it necessitated state
ownership "from thé outset, the crusade for public power was a business=
man's movement“,IOO The struggle for public ownership lay primarily

betwzen the great commercial interests of Toronto and the small manu-

facturers of the western peninsula hungry for cheap power, Under the

\0
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inspired ieadership of Adam Beck, the latrer effectively mobilized
the pcpulace against the private power barons. Ontaric's middle
classes and manufacturers could promote government ownership as a
safeguard against the giant corporations precisely because, unlike in

the United States, the thrzzt from the left was negiigible; labour was

1
i

inarticulate and fragmented.? Yevertheless, Hydro did represent an
important dzpsrture, and if their motives were mixed, the Conservatives
were clearly emenghie to using the state in the service of industriai-
ization and urban interests, |

During his nine years in power, Whitney assermbled an im-
pressively diverse coalition of supporters. This success was rooted
in his consummate politicai skill, which combinad high=-principled firm-
ness with a fine sense of‘pragmatic‘po}iti:s. He was, in addition,
biessed witﬁ 6 sinauiarly inevfective opposition, A moribung organiza~
tion and uninspired leadership hamstrung the Grit;, who remained tied
te the interests of }he countryside and of the business community.
The progressive, urban-oriented liberalism promoted by N.W. Rowell,
Liberal leader after 1911, failed to alter the situaticn appreciably.
Under Rowell, the Liberals adopted a reformist platform,loz but they
lacked credihility as a vanguard of social reform, save in their
tabolish the bér', crusade - scarcely ithe reform most sought after by

the urban working classes,
- J
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In the four elections heid from 1905 until the outbreak of the
First World War, the Conservatives' margin of vicitory over the Grits
was veiy substantial: while the Tories attracted an average of 5L per
cent of the votes cast in these-years, the Liberal share declined to
less than 40 per cent., The differential in terms of share of.the
eligible glactorate was Tess spectacular, 38.9 per cent versus 30.2 per
cent, but this fzils to take into account the fact that the Liberals
were unable to nominate in over a score of ridings by 1211 and 1914,

Not until 1¢11 did the Liberals! share of the electorate fall
suhstantially below the tevel it had been in the nineteenth century
(in 1898 and 19V2, it had been higher than in earlier elections due to
the higher turnout). However, the extent of the Conservatives' elector-
al zupremacy cover the Grits is demopstrated in the rural areas, in which
the Tory vote share was 3 or 4 per cent higher from 1905 to 1§14 than
it had been in the nineteenth centur&, wherezs the Liberal share was
1 or 2 percentage points lower. The resulting Conservétive tead in
votes was translated into a tremendous bulge in the number of seats
in the legislature.

Still, in view of the Teries' inability to fill the gap left by
Whitney's death, shortly after the 1914 election, it is possible that
the Liberais might have offered the Conservatives real competition had
not the Great War intefvened. The War had a pronounced short-term
influence on Ontario politics, electoral and non-electoral, yet in the
longer run, its political impact was surprisingly small. indeed, few

episodes in provincia! history more tellingiy illustrate the ability



of the political order to survive social change unscathed than the

First World War.
03

The social impact of the war was profound. Industry made

tremendous strides in productivity and scale. Women joined the labour

7

ferce in targe numbers, and, more significantly, entered intc the main-

. . , 104
stream of social 1ife to aa unprecedented degrze. AR entire genera-
P G

tion of Canadians shared the searing experience of war and bitter post-

ccietvy - French

(%)

war disillusionment. Fundamental divisions in Caradian
versus English, capital versus labour, city versus countryside - were
laid barz as never before, Attitudinaily, Canadians were irrevocably
sltered. For some, direct participation in warfare forced a iezppraisal
and vejection of traditional beiilefs znd values., For others at home,

the economic and emctional mobitization for war highlighted new sccial
q;estions and drastically remolqed pre-war outlocks, nct jeast with
respect to the proper role of goverpment. These attitudinal changes ware
cleariy in train before the war, but it hastened fhem by starkiy focusing
attention on the contradictions and shortcomings of pre-war society.

Yet these Jandmark social changes wrought few lasting changes

in Ontario's political order. The province found itseif governed by a

i03Fc-r an overview of the social and economic impact of the war,
see Robert Craig Brown and Ramsay Cook, Canada 1896-1921: A Natioa Trans-
formed (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1974}, chap. 12, {2, i5; and
Barbara M, Wilscn, ed., Ontario and the Firet Worid War, 1914-1918
(Toronto: Uitiversity of Toronto Press, {977

? .

'OhCeto Rankhalawansingh, 'Women During the Great War,!' in
Janigce Acton, Penny Geldsmith and Bonniia bhopheru eds, ., Womern at Work:
ion

Ontaric 1850-~1930 (Toronto: Canadian Women's Educational Press, 1974},

261-307.
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farmer=-labour coaliticn immediately after the war, but within 2 very
few years the Conservatives re-established their hegemony, with
precicus few changes in programme or style, Prohibition, symbol of
social reformist zeal, raised tu statutcry force by war-time condi-
tions, survived berely longer tharn the UFO-iLP administration., The

unprecedented ztate invelvement in social and econcmic life occasioned

by war-time mobilization and post-war reconstruction was of far greater

3

moment at the federal level than in the provinces. Finally, the war
brought shout intense, short-lived grievances but no enduring changes
in the poliitical aspiraticns cf lakour and agriculture; both the United
Farmers of Ontario and the Independent Labour Party faded into oblivicn
with untoward hastie,

The war was a key catalyst-in the election of a farm=-labour
government in 1919, though paradox?caiiy the UFO's success musft b=
understood as a defensive reaction to the social changes fostered by
the war rather than as an expression of the new social order. W.L.
Morton has written that the war'biew up the old party structure in
05

1 . ; . ;
Canada"! Nowhere was this clearer thzn in the COntario Liberal

arty, which split asunder over conscription and prohibition, Tcgether
b p g
.

P

. . \ , . . . 100
with long-standing disappointment with Laurierts tariff policy, this

meart that the farm community was far less wedded to the Grit party as

the traditional embodiment of Ontario agrarianism than in 1834, the

- ,
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yecar of the Patron upsurge.
1T the Liberals were beset by fatal divisions, the Conscrva-

. s . \ N . 107 e
tives were saddied with an "astonishingly inept leader,Witliam H.
Hearst, who progressively eroded the coalition of diverse interests so
painstakingly assembled by Whitney., He broughtin prohibition, thareby
splitting the parm ara oVicnoting the urban wete, without attracting
cormonsurats dry supnort Simigarly, the vaciliating manner in which
e C e L L . 1e8
nised women minimized the polantial political dividends,
end hiis uncertain atterpis at Framing sccial vadorms Vexcit/ed/ the
resentment of traditioval Tories without winning rae trust of the

10
working classes't, ?
e Liberals! debilitated state aind the Tories! endiess gat
facilitated bor did not cavse the rise of the UF0, More Tundamenial iy,
“ithe farmers were caught up in a growing tide of moral indignation,
thke convicticn that the cid parties wevr~» corrupt and had soid thair
souis to the protected interests, thai only they, coming from the ciean
and pure soil of the countryeide, couid provide clean people's oovern-

110 . . - . - . . .
ment, ! Precipitating tho farmers’ mobilization for poiitical actien
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was the Dominicn government's reneging on its commitment to exempt
their sons Trom military service,

The extraordinary circumstances of the First World War also had
a pronounced, if temporary, impact upon Ontario workingmen, engendering
among them an unprecedented solidarity founded upon a deep sense of in-
justice over governmental direction of war-time society and post-war
reconstruction, Unionz enjoyed skyrocketing membership and their atten-~

. c- , . \ 111 -
tion was fixed upon the political realm as never before, The political
arm of labour was the independent Labour Party, organized in 1917,
auite co e parp 112

The ILP was a t'quite conservative party which shared a

number of common oblectives with tie UF0; early on friendly relations

ware estapl ished hetwezn the two movements, and they centested the elec-

0

tion in cencir-t, As became evident during their term in office, howevar,
the farmers and the workers held oftentimes diametricaliy opposad views
of politics and society. The ideclogical and politicai antagenism
between the ILP and the UFJ was not the only fatal flaw in the coali-
tion government, As well, a serious rift developed between the Drury
113

government and the doctrinaire agrarians cf the UFO organization.I

Even the hard-core UFQers were generally not prepared to

] - .
]Martin Robin, Radical Pelitics and Canadian Labour {(Kingston:
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propose the far-reaching measures requisite to fundamental change in

the Tarmer®s social and economic position.llq in this they only ire-
flected the inclination of the Ontario farm community; they recognized
that many things were not as they should be, but they shied away ¥rom
the redical departures which might effect the desired changes. The

JFC's essential conservatism, ciothed as it might be in radical rhetoric,
would sarction tinkering but not transformation,

Within these limits the UFO~ILP administration did enect some
substantial reforms, VYet, as the social disruptions of the immediate
post-war yesrs gave way to the 'normalcy’ and prosperity of the twent-
ies, the Conservatives came to reflect the province’s reviving com-~
placent conservatism more faithfully than thz farm government. Once
returned ta power in 1323, Howard Ferauson, ths iory leader, in line
with prevailing currents of opinion, '‘dafined for his nartv an image
and a program that swung it to a ptace further to the right on the
political spect;um than Ontario Conservatism had occupied for many a
iong year.,“”5 This conservatism, togefher with careful fencé-mending,
secured for the Tories an impressive urban-rural power hase,

. The elections of the 1920!'s were marked by extraordinarily high

Tory vote shares and unusually low turnout; doubtless the two ars

linked in part. The Liberai record was even more dismal than it had

1o .
1t *Jim Anderson et al,, A Polit] Cd}'Hxstory £ Agrarian _Crgan-
izations in Qatario 1914-19L0 (Chase Fress, 1974), 2!.

]}DPeter Ol:iver, '"The Making of a Provincial Premiers h”“ard
Ferguson and Ontarioc Politics, 1870-1923," unpublished Ph.D. thesi
University of Torento, 1959, 177.
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been pricr to the war, for they were in effect competing with the

UF0, or at least the remnants of it, for the farm vote.- Symptomatic
of the Liberais' straightened condition were the aggregate electoral
shifts from 1919 tc 1923:. whereas the Tories incéreased their share

of the electorate slightly in 1923 (which, given the sharp drop in
turnout, amounted to- a very substantial gain), the Liberal share fell
to barely haif of what it had been in 1213, Suppert for the UF0O, or
more properly the "Frogressive Party,' in the later part of the decade
remained at a high level in the !limited number cf seats it contested,
almost all of which were in Western Ontario,

Adroit political management, good times and an absence of in-
tractable, disruptive demands all conspired to make the 1920's perhaps
the most pol:ticaily sounolznt-era in proviancial history. ~The en-
feebled condition of the opposi£ion stood as both cause and effect cf
the Conservative ascencancy. Tne UFO was but a shadow of its earlier
self by 1926, when it fielded only 22 candidates, of whom 16 were
elected. As for the Libarals, that they continued to hammer away at
the demon rum testified more to their political catalepsy than to the
issue's salience, Iindeed, by the election of 1929, the Liberal party
had degenerated into ''not much more than 2 rural Protestant splinter
group, narrowly based cn a dozen predominantly dry ridings, its

16

policies bankrupt, its leadership patheticaily weak.

16 L ,
]'GNeEI McKenty, Mitch Hepburn (Tororto: McCleliand and
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Turbulent interludz: 1930-1945
The factors shaping Ontario between 1930 and 1945 may be
succinctly described: depression and war. The Great Depression was

far more than abnormally hard times; it was mcre ''a state of mind, a

1
less of faith in stability and security.”]'7 If the Depression itself

brought surprisinaiy few political changes to Ontario, it did set in

.

motion processes which, coupled with the sociai changes brought about
by the war, thorouahly reshaped Ontario politics,

The decade of the 1930s was thus an era of transition... It was s pericd
of turbulence and confusicn, Traditional values were challengzd and

new conzepts of society were formulated., The progress of industrializa-
rion had been guing on Tor decades but in the l9)0§ the depression
suddenly faced Canadians with this new reality.!® 116

Thus, for a time in the early thirtics, the rising star in the

Ontario political firmanent seems to be the fledalirg Cooperativ

[p]

Commonwealth Federation. Organized in 1932 around the neo-Fabian League
for Social Reform, assorted Farm grcups and the remnants of various
splinter parties of 2 radical or labour bent, the CCF brought together
most of mainstream Canadian radicalism, which had acquired new intersity

and respectabiiity by the -social, economic and psychologicai disloce-
tions of the Depression. Indeed, the CCF won the temporary imprimatur

of the aging but symbolically important, and essentially conservative

—
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UF0 - a powerful indicator of the extent of the social disruptions
wrought by the Depression. Still, this infatuation could not be expected
to last: the CCF's ideas and approaches were simply too foreign to the
Ontario farm conmunity. Furthermore, the Liberal leader, Mitch Hepburn,
came in;reasing]y to embody the political! traditions of rural Ontario:
high-principled rhetoric arising out of agrarian conservatism.

Hepourn, an electrifying stump orator, was at root a political
opportunist, whose adroit melding of reform and retrenchment struck =2
responsive chord in many voters. His appeai was by no msans limited to
the countryside: he had & ﬁro-iabour reputation and in a widely-quoted
remark, he had declared, 'l swing far to the left where some Liberais
will not feliow me:.””9 By contrast, the poorly organized CCF, beset by

from

OB

fierce internecine strife, could oniv attreut lukewarm acceptanc
. . . ) . 120 - . ey
the itmportant {abour bodies. On ali fronts, the solemn, unsettling
CCF was simply no match for the ebullient Hepburn.
Hepburn's populism, widespread social and ecocnomic distress and the

. - , . YA . .
seeming unresponsiveness of the Conservative administration combined o give
the Libzrals a near-sweep in the 1934 electicn. Attracting fifty per cent

of the votes cast overall, ths Grits fared exceptionally wall on the 'back

concessions', Hepburn's special feocus, but they alsc made important inroads

o)
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in Tory Toronto and other urban centres. The Conservative share of the
votes cast fell a catastrophic 17 percentage points and the party Tailed
to elect a member west of Toronto and only 17 all told., The CCF garn-
ered 7 per cent of all votes cast, and 11 per cent in the 37 przdomin-
antly urban seats in which they nominated; they carried but one seat, in
downtown Hamilton, This elzction was also marked by an unusually high
rate of voter participation, better than 73 per cent., The 1930's have
been described a3 a 'Y"pre~eminently political decade', in which politics
assumed new urgency and new salience;lzz the high turnouts in 193% and
1937 support thic interpretation.

The 1937 election repeated the Liberals! triumph of 1934, with
only minor aggregate voting shifts: a slight decline in turnout and in
CCF support aid a very small increase in the Liberals' share of votes
cast, The correlation analysis of Chapter Vil suggests impcrtant dis-
continuities in this pattern of surface stabiiity. Ferhaps more sig-
nificant, however, Hepburn's personality cult and his disdain for organ-
ization meant that the Liberal party's successes in 1934 and 1637 were
only temporary respites as it '"failed to become a political force in-
dependent of his personal magnetism," 23
The vitriolic 1936 East Hastings by-election demonstrated that,

should both parties champion religious causes, the potential for sarious

|
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cleavage remained, Still, given the vociferous demands of the Catholic
Taxpayers' Association, and the vigorous response it engendered from

the Orange Order and others, the mosi notablie aspect of religious strife

in the 1930's was its lack of electoral impact. Other sociai .issues and

"D

eccnomic problems pressed more urgently for political response, As

Depression gave way to War, it bscame increasingly clear that the Liber-
ais, with their fundamentzl rural orientation, hac little to offer a
province shot through with new problems and prospects. Hepburn'!s lip-
service to traditional virtues in place of new policy directions was
uracceptable to an ever-growing proporticn of the electorate,

Meantime, Ontarians were coming to look favourably upon the CCF,

which, following the crucial York South by-election, was transformed

124

almost oveirnight from political curiosity (o mainstream party. Gerald
Capian has admirably summarized the Tactors undariying the rise of the-
Ontario CCF: -

a number of variables - all & Tunction of the war - ...intervenad to
translate discontent and anxiety into tempcrary support for the CCF,
These included the demand for a better post-war world in which the
causes leading to wars would be removed, the realization that nationai
planning was practical and efficient, the new role of the Soviet Union,
and the rapid growth of urbanization and trade-unionism as a by- product
of a booming war economy.

Foliowing hard cn the heels of the Depression, the pressures of
wartime reinforced in Canadians a Skat¥C;Sm aDOJC existing values and
conventions, and helpsad to shake people's minds out of theis traditional

grocves,..as these new stirrings began to take shape - vaguely and
rarely articulated, no doubt, but yet real and profound ~ the pcliticians
and businessmen who had dominated Cenada during the Depression fell

>
=
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increasingly into public disrepute...nor caen the importance of organized
labour to the rise of the LCF be exaggerated. !25

Province~wide, the votes in the 1943 election were all but evenly
split among the Liberals, Conservatives, and the CCF; although the Liberals
iost more heavily in total vbte, undoubtediy mény former Conservatives
went over to the CCF as wail. In part due tco inadequate provisions for
armed forces voting, turncut fell to pre-Depression levels.

The CCF became the official opposition te & mincrity Conservative

o

government, yet its success carried with it the seeds of destructicn.
Large segments of its support were ''superficial and devoid of conviction

2 .
126 The party was further handicapped with a rudimentary,

and commitment.!
pooriy funded organization, and was baset by internal squabbles, In addi-
tion, the SLF nrogramme winught a leftward shift in Ontario politics. Both
old parties stréve mightily to demonstrate that their policies were as
socially advanced as those espéusad by thevCCF, without invoiving the evi
of CCF 'state socialism’, In 1945, the CCF came close to»maintaining the
number of voters it had attracted in 1943, but in concert with a very
substantial rise in turnout, an increase in the Consefvativé vote share
relegated the CCF to a poor third,

Cne segment of the electorate in which the CCF_fared particularly
well was the armed forces. Since the service vcte was not separately
tabulated in 1943, we cannot judge whether this represents an improvément

or a loss of support. As Tabie {1t-4 makes clear, the overall levei of
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PARTY VOTE 3F

Entire province

Urban
Mixed
Rurzl

Fastern Ontario
Iake Ontario
Georgian Bay
Golden Horseshoe
Western Ontario
Toronto

Northerrn QOnwario

TABLE III-4

\RES AMONG ARMED FORCES VOTERS 19435

Liberal
2830
26‘2

29,6
30.6

Conservative
35.4
35.4

34,8
39.6

CCF
33.6

35:3
3"'}.1
27a8

23.0
24,6
32.1
37-1
29.1

745
3.8

1c6



CCF support was only marginally befcw the Conservative level, and sub-
stantialiy above the Liberal share. The CCF did especially well among
servicemen from Morthern Ontario; the Tories most pronounced service sup-
port was in Lake Ontario ridings; the most noteworthy aspect of the Lib-
erals’ electoral attractiveness was the party's poor showing among armed
forces voters from Torontc. More significant than these findings which
are clearly in line with expectations, is a relatively high CCF share of
the service vote in rural ridings - 27.8 per cent, compared with the 13.5
per cent of the rural civilian electorate which optea for the CCF. This
success doubtless reflects the importance of the war-time experiénce in
Tostering accentance of the new society envisioned by the CCF.

The Depression and the War provided the so;ial cotential for radi-
cal political departures in Oncario., The Depression had raised doubts
about the existing social order, énd the artitudinal shifts fomented by
the war culminated in the vista of a new, irrevocably different society,
Yet the extent to which these socia] upheavals resuited not in radical
political innovation, but rather in a reliance on traditional principies
is a telling measure of-the strength of Ontario conservatism. Depression-
ridden Ontario sought political solace.in the rhetoric aﬁd retrenchment
of Mitch Hepburn, rejecting the sweeping reformulations of the CCF, Con-
versely, though, the limits of the ccnseryative response were clearly
exposed,

Althouéh Hepburn's government {argely failed to respond to them,
new political forces‘did emerge cut of the econumic and social uncertain-

ties of the Depression.
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Untario’s wartime experience buiit upon these inchoate social
forces and brought them tco political fruition. The war vresented a
fundamentally different vantage point on social problems and their
political solutions. In particular, the contrast with the pre-war
social and economic sitiration emphasized the potential and minimized
the fears of strong government activism. Thus, one of the war's poiiti-
cal legac was the triumph of ‘progressive!’ corservatism over the
populist, 'independent yeoman'! strain of slightiy r=actionary conserva-
tism epitomized by Hepburn,

The province had changed substantially, in social ~eomposition,
outlosks and expectations, from what it had been hefore the war, and
the Concervatives moved to meet the new sozial and political demands

.
i

That they have governcd the province sver since tastifies to their

120

success in responding to new social conditions., However, the peirsisting

attraction of the CCF-NDP for =z substantiel’ minority suggests important

Timits, both to the Tories' cépabi]ities and tc the strength cf tradi-
tional politics., Although its ideology has never bteen extreme. the
CCF-NEP has nevertheless repreﬁented a clear alternative to.the Con-
servatives, forcing important changes upon them., indeed, a principal
theme of post-war Ontario politics has been the progress of the Con-
servatives? attempts at resolving the tension between their traditional

approach and idecicgy and the political demands unleashed by new social

forces.



The Tory Ascendancy, Phase Two: Post-War Ontario

Since 1943, the Conservative party has remained the government
of Ontario through a happy combinaticn of good management and good luck,
The Tories® stranglehold on Queen'’s Park stems from a wide range ot
factors: prosperity; leadership well suited to the times and success-
fully regenerated; a divided and often Jdispirited opposition; rural
overrepresentation in the Legislature and the first-past-the~post elect-
oral system. The Conservaiives have been ''zealous imitators of the
Oliver Mowat style of cautious but incessant refm*ms.”]27

Central to their fongevity has been their remarkable and broadly
appea}ing‘ability to mix the traditicnal and familiar with new, forward-
looking policies and approaches. This formula, which has included a
profound transformation of the party itself, has ensbied the Conserva-
t;ves to diFfuse many of the potentiaf political implications ofipost-
war social change, |In the electcrai realm,-the clearest indication of
the Tories' wide-ranging agpeal! is the fact that fn no ident?fiable
group or region have they fared poorly, To be sure, they attraci moie
support from certain sections of the electorate than from cthers, but
unlike the Liberals and NDP, they have enjoyed strong support throughout
the electorate,.

By no means, though, has the Tory government coped successfully
with all the political problems and damands arising out of changes in

social structure and attitude,'nor has it always been the willing

lz7Desmond Morton, "Ontario 1975: Reflections on the Téry
Decline', Canadian Forum, April-May, 1975, 8.
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vehicle for innovation. Though s good many Tories would not applaud
it - or perhaps even recognize it -
aric has in the period 1954-74 passed through a revolution. Soc-
ly, the province has moved very substantially towards state
ialism, and away from the concept of local autonomy and the sig-
A strong centralized bureaucracy has emerged, Local government has
been significantly weakened in tihe guise of reform. Policy is domin-
ated by technocrzts, so that an aliegedly private enterprise con-
servative government has moved significantly to statist, socialist
and directive sconemic, social and political systems,lZ
Drew, Frost, Robarts and Davis
For 211 his stuffy waspishness, 'Colonel! George Drew reccg-

nized that the Depression and the War had altered people’s expectations
of 1ive and ot govermment. His administration moved '"with reascnable

. . - . 129 _ 2
dispatch to implement many cf the famous ZZ2 points" irom the 1943
election manitesto. {n doing so, Drew earned a reputation as an anle
and progressive administrator. Far-reaching social walfare measures
were alien to Drew's philosophy and to large segments of the electorate;
instead, the Conservatives concentrated on providing the social over-
head capital and the guidance necessary to promote industrial expansion.

Drew's haughty, righteous style endeared him to many, but

alienated others. Together with strong Tabour support for the CCF,

these pockets of unpopularity caused the Tories to slip marginally in

128 . . , .
Norman Pearson, ''"Regicnal Geovernmznt and Develooment,!! in
Donald C. MacDonald, ed., Government and Politics of Ontaric (Toronte:
Mzemiltlan, 1975, 171-2,

I29Jonatha'n Manthorpe, The Power and the Tories: Ontario
Poiirics 1943 to the Present, (Torontc: MacMiilan, 1574), 36.
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the .1948 election, More significant]y, though, Drew suffered personal
defeat at the hands of a teetotailing CCFfer and elected to run for
the federal Conservative leadership. Tom Kennedy took his place on

a caretaker basis, and in 1249 the party settled on Leslie Frost as
the riew leader,

Frost's political skills were predigious, Despite clear evid-
ence of corruption among senior ministers, he fashicned repeated lop-
sided electoral victories., Moreover, he bequeathed his successcrs a
superbly efficient party machine, Frost built the Tacilities necessary
for unprecedented grocwth and prosperity, but never lost touch with the
aspirations and outlooks of his power-base in rural and smali-town

Ontaric,

o~
—
=
D

'The 1950's were, on the whole, a peacefui and prosperous
for Canada. Their great enemy, Canadians agreed) fay akroad, and few
issues divided them passionateiy &at homelJEo Frost'!s governments,
like the society they oversaw, were inward looking; they suited the
times well and engendered remarkably little serious political opposi-
tion, either from the organized parties or Trom the province's various
social and interest groups. The Liberal party was discrganized, dis-
ticartened, and largely ineffective; the [CF attracted only a faithful
herd core of voters, elected few members and increasingly turned to a

morbid introspection as its proposed solutions seemed largelv

]’OLeo Zakuta, A Protest Movemeni Becalmed: A Study of
znge in the CCF, {Toronto: University of Joronto Press, [964).
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irrelevant to a complacent, satisfied electorate,
"The overriding concern of the frost administration was to

132

create the conditiorns of economic growth." The 'state as builder!
approach, begun under Drew, intensified in the early 1950's into a

massive social capitai building boom - highways, schoois, hospitals,

133 e

[

low income hcusirg, fomes for the aged, and the like, it became
apparent that physical structures were not by themselves sutficient to
deal with the changes and needs of post-war Ontario society, the .founda-
tions of the govermnment's social poiicy shifted. From about 1957, the
extent and qualivy of socizl services rose abruptly; expenditures in-
creased markedly on unemployment insurance, hospitalization, vecation-
al training, child weliars, recreation, and education.lgq'
Like the other Tory chieftains, Frost recnanized the Time to
step down, and n 126, John- Robarts ascended to the leadership.
Robarts and the taiented bureaucrats he assembled viere adept at maxi-~
mizing political credit for the most reluctant decisioné. Yet, suffused
as it was with a shrewd, pragmatic political calculus, the Robarts
'team!' did expandvthe reach and quality of social policy far beyond

anything Drew or Frost might have imagined, |If, as the medicare

121 »
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episode iliustrated, progress was often reluctant, initiated only
when public pressure could no longer be denied, still, progress was

made. (Medicare also revealed the Tories' feet of clay, demonstra-

ting that they were not immune to serious blunders; their bureaucrat
- . L ) . L e . co.o o, 135 o
funbling in implementing medicare was 'awe~inspiring'!, and hardly
in the best traditions o7 ‘mancgeriai Lonservatism'.)
The tater yvesrs of Robarts! decedz in office witnessed the
HEGTT Y avter i r e e T . T 136 . :
full flowering of Ontavio as a service statell, This involved no

ornly a greater emphasis on social w=ifere measures, but as well, un-

. 13
precedented attempts 1o shape econimic grovth, 37 A related nrocess

I

of signe! polititeat significance was the Conservative varty's meta-

196G's Trom ius basicalily ruval character into a

()

morphesin in the a
. r : . 125 . :
rundamenially urban oricntaotion, ihe contrast in style batween
Frost and Robarts made this shift evident, bu. subsvantial policy

changes were undertaken as well, symbolized by czpival construction

grants for Toronto's subway, an anatrzrs to rurel conservatives of
Frost mold. The transition, howoivor, was not entirely smooth, Trad

tional Tory voters in the countryside, still ovar-represented in the

135
diar Annual Review of Pubiic Affairs, 1963 (Joronto, University of
Toronto Press, 1970), &4,
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fecislature, were dismayed by the govermnment's preoccupaticn with
urban matters while policies such as rural school consolidation,

135

regional government and farm subsidy programmes endered open
hostility. That the electoral ramifications of this discontent were
so minor testifies more to the Grits! incoﬁpetence, the NDP's
irrelevance and the strength of Conservative traditions and organiza-
tion than to any positive policy overtures o rural voters, 4o
Notwithstanding its briiliantly crchestrated uriumph in the ;
1971 election under the new leader, William Davis, the Conservacive
party threatened to Tall victim to the tension between the forces of
social change and the conservatism characteristic of its electorate,
Whereas largs segmesnts of the Conservatives' power bése remain rural,
,the government's perspective is fundamentaily urban. Mgreover, even
in the cities (particulariy in the context of the scoromnic uncertain-
ties of the 1970's), the Tories' electoral-fciiowing was at least as
conservative as it was progressive; 'much of the most voc?ferqus
critism of the current provincial administration is not directed at

its conservatism, but at its reforms in EuLC““IOn municipal

lngred F. Schindeler, "Ontario', in John T. Saywell, ad., The
Canadian Arnual Review of Public Affairs, 1966, (Toronto: Univer
of Toronto Press, 1967), 97. '

140 . - s .
For a review of farm policies during the Robarts years, see
Ontario Department of Agriculture and Food, Ontario Aariculturz in the
Sixties, {Torontc: Queen's Printer, 1370); althouch agricultural

policy was rof entirely stagnant, it Jacked the imegination and fresh-
ness of othier policy fields,
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govarnment, urban transit and land-use pianning', } Even hefore
the debacle of the 1975 election, the party was reaffirming its con-
servative credentials, but as two successive minority outcomes
suggest, an appealing blend of progressive and conservative postures

is difficult to achieve in eccriomically troubled times.

Electonral Fatterns

In censidering the electoral patterns of the post-war years,
it is well to be aware of the particularly devastating impact of the
electoral sysiem. Although votes fcr opposition parties always ex-
ceeded, often by a substantial margin, those attracted by the Conserva-
tive government, the fact that they were spiit granted the Tories
canfortabie; sometimes overwhelming majorities in the legislature., As
in so many other respects; the 1975 electicn marked the end of this
pattern,

The size of the parties! electorates remzined remarkably stable
during these years. In eight successive elections, beginning in 1945,
the Tory vote share‘varied between 27,2 per cent and 32.5 per cent,
whiie the Liberal range was even more restricted: 20.0 per cent Lo
22.5 per cent, The CCF-NDP's vote share was higher (and based on a
fuller complement of candidates) towards the beginning and end of the
period, but between 1551 and 1963 it too Stayed within a limited vange,

10.6 to 3.5 per cent. The regional tabulations, discussed in Chapter

IQIDesmond Morton, 'UIntroduction: People and Politics of
Ontario" in Maclonald, Government and Politics, 13,
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VI, show that although the ranges may have been slightly wider within
specific regional contexts, the size of party electorates is stable
throughout the province. The correlational analysis of Chapter VI
suggests that, unlike in the nineteenth century, this surface.stabiiity
was symptomatic of great continuity in the strength of party ties,

The 1975 eclection signified, if net a clear end to this elect~
oral stability, at lzast a markaed aberration from it. The Tories' vote
share fell better than eight points to 2k,3 per cent. At the same time,
despite picking up seats, neither the Libgrais nor the NDP increased
their vote share substantially; the Liberal share did rise to a post~
war hign of 23.3 per cent, but the NDP share actualiy declined margin~
ally, 7%he results of the 1977 =iection suggest something of a return
to previous patterns, though with the Toriss neid to 25.9 per cent, the
return is clearly incomplete. ’

Save in 1945 and 1971, turnout was not high, and indeed in
the elections of the Tifties, it was particularly low - doubtless a
reflection of the politically somnolent character of those years., JHore
important than these reiatively minor variations {the entire post-war
range was 59.1 to 73.! per cent) was the wide, persisting discrepancy
between turnout levels in federal and provincial elections. The mean

turnout in Ontario from 1943 to 1975 was 65.0 per cent provincialiy, as

compared with 75.3 per cent federally., Wilson and Hoffmar suggest this

rih,

Tt

differential {5 central to the weakness of the Ontario Liberal party.
Utilizing aggregate electoral returis and individual survey data, they

show that in the 19607s a disproportionate number of federal {iterals,



particulariy in the urban centres, failed to exercise their franchise,

_ i N W
thereby seriously hampering the party's electoral fortunes, Without
comparable constituency-level federal data, it is difficult to evaluate
this hypothesis for more recent voting, but in an overall sense, the
1971 election calls it seriously into question. Turnout in that elect-
ion was very high by post-wair standards, but the Liberal vote share

remained virtually unchangesd cver 1967.143

The Liberal Doldrums

in view of the factors working against them, what is signifi-
cant abcout the Ontaric Liberals is not their lack of success, but the
degree of success they have enjoved.

The Liberais have been undergoing a more or less permanent
leadership crisis since 19%2, The nines men who have led the party
since then have largely been unable to insnire or discipiine their
fellowers. As well, the secondary leaders in the Legislature have been
a sfngulariy facticus lot, unable to mold their highly individualistic
épproaches into a.cohesive party stand. In consequence, the numeric~
ally inferior CCF/NDP has often provided - and been seen to provide -

more effactive opposition to the ruling Tories,

b9 :
]4Ldohn Wilson and David Hoffman, '"The Liberal Party in Con-
temporary Ontaric Politics,!" Canadian Journal of Politicai Science
1il (Jure, 1870}, 181-3,
143, ey of . emel  : .

For a review of pertinent research, and data supporting
the Wilson~-Hoffman interpretation, see Toivo Miljan and Bruce Mac-
naughton, ''Federal-Provincial Party Support: The Case of the Waterloo
Ridings,'' paper presented to the annual meeting of the Canadian
Peiitical Science Assocciation, 1975,
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Many of the provincial Liberals' woes are directly attribu~
table to the success of the federal wing of the party, and to the
distant relationship between the two. The federal party's indiffer-
ence to the fate of its provincial counterpart stemmed less from the
legacy of the Hepburn-King feud than from the simple fact that it
found itseif perfectiy .capabie of winning e}ections‘without a strong
provincial presence in Cntario, The contrast between federal strengthn
and provincial weakness fed upen itself, as talented, ambitious Ontario
Libeirals gravitated to the federal arena, leaving the provincial party
bereft of top-notch personnel. The abstention of federa]>Liberal _
voters in provincial elections, mentioned earlier, is in part a resu!f
of this organizational weakrness,

Closelyv bound together with the ¢"ficacy of party crganization
is the question of how much voter lovalty derives frgm Stnict}y party
factors and how much from the candidate's or nember's personal attract-
iveness, Bringing data on incumbency to bear on the znalysis pesrmits
a preliminary investigation of these topics., Table ill-% presents
tabulations of party vots shares according toc success in the preceding
election and the absence or presence of an incumbent candidate. As a
glance at the N's on the right side of the table indicates, some of
the entries are caicﬁlated on very few cases, and must be interpreted
with caution,

The impact of chumbency on vcting]l;'Jr is discussed at this

144 . : C -
The effects of incumbency are defined simply as the differ~
ence between the vote share in ridings with incumbents and vote share
in ridings without incumbents.
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ABYLE ITI-3
MEANM PARTY vOTL SHARE ACCORDINKG T0 PARTY'S SUCCESS IN
PREYICUS ELECTION AND PRESENCE OFf INCUMBENT
Liberal Conser. Thirad N's
I NI I NI I NI
Year 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5
1871 34 25 31 30 29 5 27 5
1875 37 31 36 3z 3 7 19 1¢
1879 35 36 30 32 35 14 24 8
13883 36 28 3 32 5 3 18 7
1886 37 34 35 32 35 13 1¢ 10
18390 3 25 32 30 47 5 23 5
1894 35 37 33 35 4y 10 14 10
1898 39 40 39 41 37 10 21§
1902 39 31 38 38 43 13 36 7
1905 37 X 39 35 35 16 k1 4
1908 37 3% 38 3z 15 ¢ 57 8
1911 9 32 34 33 12 5 49 12
1¢1% M 39 38 33 18 4 55 14
1915 31 30 28 25 20 7 31 10
1923 23 213 32 26 28 23 22 2 18 6 3G
19256 29 23 7 239 B 6 55 20
192¢ ?3 28 32 33 i8 4 56 11
19ﬁ~‘ FRT 54 3¢ 25 11 3 58 12
1937 39 38 33 234 58 13 ik 3
1943 21 19 28 25 51 16 1 3
1945 32 26 37 32 21 17 13 '3 36 2 22
1948 26 24 30 27 26 31 11 3 56 10 7
1951 20 31 37 36 22 18 13 1 bs 8 20
1955 30 33 29 23 7 74 14 2
1959 35 31 28 25 11 7 ic 3
1963 30 19 35 30 26 18 28 2 51 25 5
1967 32 23 22 28 1 14 8 70 15 5
1971 32 1§ 3% 34 31 50 2k & 52 16 19
i975 3% 24 30 2% 34 26 18 3 57 27 16
1977 34 26 33 30 29 27 2 6 46 5 37

I - Irncumbent ran
NI -~ Incumtent 4id not run
Blarks indicate empty cells

The first iine of the tavle shows that in 31871, the Liveral
vote share in the 29 ridings - which they had_carried in 1867
and in wnich the Jn”UMDQWt ran was 34 ver cent:; in the Ir'ive
ridings which they had won in 1867, but 1n which they were
without incumbent candidates, *their shars waz 25 rer cent.

tn

b b D)

e N



-1
1D
Q

juncture because it is far and away most pronounced for the Liberals
generally, and since the Second Worid War in particular, Both the
Liberals and the Conservatives have generally fared better in ridings in
which their sitting member rar again rather than giving way to a new
candidate., This is hardly surprising, but what is of interest is that
the relationship is significantly stronger for the Grits than for the
Tories.}hs Not enough CCF-hDP sitting membefs have revired to permit
any realistic eppraisal of incumbency effeacts. Since World War Two,
the Liberals hzve typically fared poorly in ridings which they carried
in the previous election, but in which the sitting mamber did not run
for re-election. Between 1263 and 1977, the differential varied
between 7 and 14 per cent. 7The most notable illustration cf this pro-

cess accurred in Grey South in 1967,  Farquhar Oliver, who had held the

T

seat continuously since 1926 {for thc UFO for the First few years),
stepped down and his reolacement attracted only slighitly better than
half the votes of the victorious Conservative, |

In addition to its oftentimes suspect leadership and tts organ-
izational shortcomfngs, the Liberal party has frequently encountered
difficulty staking out an effective and distinctive programme, 't i3
nonetheless possible to discern in Liberal policy a consistent ideo-
logical concern with traditional Liberal individualism. Former leader
Robert Nixon once defined his party's philosophy in the following terms:

iberaiism [/is/ the perpetual pressing forward *c a

ttthe essenca of

L .
]43Probab!llty less tnan .07 by the Mann-Whitney test, two-
tailad.
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reer society where individuais can develocs to their Tull poten~ial,
Y p f 5

nual remcving of barriers blocking the avenues of individual

ot

-,

a cont
brogiess, The reason for this passion is the realization that the
best society can be achieved anly through the individual efforts of
all our peoptle,!t Linked to this has bezn & strain of nineteenth
century Grittism running intermittently through Liberal poiicy, sur-
facing most recently Zuring the 1975 and 1677 campaigns in which the
party stressed local control of policy, a return to traditional
educational philosophy ard firancial ret;enchment.

Standing as both cause and effect to the Liberals’ weakly
articulated ideology has been theif lacik of electoral foundation in
ary particulzr econcmic grouo. The oarty has drawn disproportionats
support from Roman Cathnlics and nersons of ren-British origin, but,

in marked contrast to the NDP and the Conservatives, it has no clear

.. .. e . 147 . .
relationship with specific economic grouons, ° This has thus far De=n
P !

an asset, but could well develop into a serious handicap should tha
much heraided socio-eccnomic pelarization of Ontario pclitics come to

pass,

The CCF-NDP
The story of the CCF-NDP during the Tory years turns on thrae

closely related themes: the leavening of recurring electora!l

%
46 - . . . . . .
Robert F, dNixon, YA New Direction Tor Ontario! in R.F.
Nixon, ed., The Cu=slph Papers, (Toronto:;  Peter Hartin Associates,

1970) , 3.

]AJWElson and Hoffman, 'Ontario," 218.



disappointments with 'moral victories!, gradual electeral growth and
consolidation and progressive ideoiogical domestication,

In part tecause it was psychologically unprepared for con-
tinuing prosperity Tollowing the war, the CCF had to struggle merely
tc survive the 1950's, In the prevailing coﬁplacent conservatism or
the Frost years, a good ceal cf the anti-government sentiment arousad
by the CCF zsnded up in the more acceptabie Liberal camp come elfection

L
time.“8

The transformation of the CCF into the NDF batween 1958 and
1661 w3s designed to extend and consolidate support from corganized
labour, tut it entailed other, mere far-reazhing changes as well,

Hf the CCF grew naturzily from the g¢rass roots, the party which suc-

=
Ne}

ceeded it was grown artificially, from the top down™ just like the

Liberais and the Conservatives, Th2 CCF had beesn a movement; the NDP
150 . . . . . . ;
was a party, “- This dichotomy turns on more than simply organiza~-
tional differences; it alsc |nvolves a fundamentsl trade-off batwezan
ideological purity and electoral success, This has been an cmni-
present conundrum for the CCF-NDP, resulting in sccasicral concessicns
to electoral considerations, Of late, the NUP has sought a morz
broadly based programme, encempassing both converticnal economic-class
9

concerns and whet may be callted 'quality of Yife' issues, As one
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Zakuta, Protest Movement, 11L4,
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proninent party spokesman put it, these iszues tleut across the tradi-

tional ideologies,,,.it!'5 a pragmatic style of socialism Tor ine NGP

to show that 1t cares aboui the survival of small communities or the

problems of [armers, oc o identify with the citizans of all ciasses

L R

fichting the Pickering Sivpasi
¢ < . .
Wt

cout the post-war pericd, the partv's elactoral follow-

ing tes pecn beavily ooncenirated in the Jaroe vrban centres, particu-
larly Toronto and Hamilton, and in the North, ‘ihe impertance of the
party's union ties is evident in its greater attrolivencss among
“iiied than unskilled workers, and in its elecioral succzss among

. . 52 - .
(ron~coricuituval) primary workers. The 1967 =iection marked &
turning point for the NDP:  its overall vote shire inzreased dramaiice

ally, but more significantly, its "noitural-cosslivierey’ ) dhe working

claszs vote, cz2ems to have falien in btehind the pariy nore srrongly

. 155 . . L
then ever before., 7 Sukscevernt elections have confiimad this change,

and, as well, the NDP has made substantial gains in several important

ethnic communities,

The Tory Ascendancy: An Fvaluation

The obvicus raci that Ontzrio has been governed by the same

party for thirty-six vears, years of pronounced social changes,

‘o
PET . . - o wn ot ,
ichae! Cassidy, *The Resuigzince cf tie NEP in Ontaric!t,
Cancoian Forur, (February, 1978}, &, emphasis added,
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“TDavid M. Cameron, YAn Elacioral Ar
Sccialism in Ontaric: CEF=NDP Yoting Patterns 1934-jC
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owbscures many important politicail changes, One change, which is
especiaily easy o cverlool, pertains toc the policy priorities and
ideotogical approeech of ths gdverning party itself. Yet, despite
charqg2s in ihe lonservative carty and the political system it directs,

joportonl - alavernts of Ontario politics - particularly in ideological

e

sctting - have remained ine same, F.F. Schindeler has admirably

captured the political tension between old approaches and values and
oW demnands s

I Ontario, classical iinerat <hibholetrhs still conmand apparent. if
nee oaciual, acceprance.  Thus, Lhe Sovernment - wanting to maintain
a facade of limited governient and vet compelled to intervene in more
and morn areas of public concern in order to survive - has rescried
to extra~departmental agencies as a comprom:se seiutioen to their
dilemma. This expediency catves their own lihersl consciences and
alse meets the demands of che orgeri—=1 nressure graups who viant the
kind of control over thoiv operations that can be achisved onty
rhorough public authority bui who nonztrheiess fear direct government
supervision of their activil . ~ 1o Jdou™t hecause they too were
nurtured on the principles oi laissez-faire liberalism. !t scems
the province suffers from philosophic schizophrenia: compelled to
preach old-fasnioned liberalism but forced to practice /sic/ some-

T
N . . C
thing quite different. 2%

For a third of a century, skilled treatment by the Ontaric
Lonservatives has kept the schizophrenia under control; however, there
are limits to the effectiveness of any therapy which confronts symptoms
rather thau underlying causes,

Yy coming to an understanding of the success of the Conscerva-
tive party in this century, a distinction set forth by the British

political sociolooist 1 P, Nettl is instructive, To a certain extent,

Fred Schindeler, "Responsible Goveromeznt in Ontario: Wil
{ ask!', in The Guelph Papers, [37-8.



he nbserves, political parties do serve as interest arciculators
and aggregators, as the conventional wisdom would have it., In many
cases, however, they are mors significant for their role as authority
Iegitimators.}SS
With the progressive institutionalization of cleavage struc-
tures inte parties and party systems, Nettl suggests, representatives
of various interests come mor= and more to avoid the formal politicatl
processes, in particuiar elections and legisiators. This is due to
the much greater effectiveness with which they can pursue their goals
through direct contact with government decision-makers, rather than

156

through cumbersome, inefficient political parties, This process
has a tendency tc feed upon itself: the more parties are confired to
authority legitimation as interest articulation fiows through the more
effective channel of informal pcolitical activity, the less attractive
they become to potential interests, save purhaps those lacking in
political resources.157'
Nettl further suggests that in certain party systems, ones
perennially successful party comes tc assume the lion's share of

authority legitimation, while the other party, typically out of power,

is forced to find its raison d'etre in interest articulation. His

description of this process at work in British and American politics

g
l'5J.P. Nettl, Political Mobilization (Londcn: Faber and
Faber, 1967), 163-4,

1561404, 169-72.

157 14, , 170.
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rings a (wniliar note for stul:nts of Ontario politics:

from wne otable locational 'fixes'! for individuals - are
wssentially #he woverning parites, The British Labour Party and
Tihe Am rican “eoubiican V7 re essentially the reform parties,
~:5' of time and exhaustion on the part

The British Conservative Party and the American Democratic Party -
a [

Y red to redress any
& > governing pacty.  iieis Scitish lLabour and American Republi=

Cand hJuld only win in elccotions whon fairly clear evidence of
intornel exhaustion (or corrustine in Anerican terminology) is
providcd by the governing pariv, 23s wall as an inabilicy to produce
and vepe with needsd reforms,  vhe point about this pattern however
is not that it represents a popuiar bias for or choice of conserva-
tism ageinst chanyge, but that it impiies judgements on the capacity
of the ruling party vo achieve the minimum required for saticfactory
government, 1t i {or this reascn rhat Bricich Labour as well as
the fmerican Pepublirane have won clactions in the last thirty years
only viienever they have been able to precent themsr!ves as vigorous,
competent and Thonesi' as againss Liv: voveoaing party's tiredness,
ir.comprztence and corrustion.,  To isposl; ‘ssue is not between
noticing so much as botween the capouitv or o worticular elite, any
diztViusion with which cane only he sy lecting the other.
The rhythm su:a 2 pattern one of built-in

sdvantage.tor the goverainag party, 9P7~V"DL 2 perindically by a
Lited cliange =~ long cnoweb mereiy to woalle vhe governing party to

. . 1770
Jormance tovel. 153

PelOhsti el iwsebioab leadership and per
The Ontario {onservatives cleariy fit the description of

gowerning party; in turn, Lonth the Liberals and the NDP represent 2

raonge of specific interests, but neither i5 possessed of o credfbie,

aufherity-iegitimating eitte,

RSN

o P, Hetvl, VA-~s Two=Party Systerns Svmretrical?!
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Conclusion

By way of investigating long term increases or declines in
the level of party vote shares, Table li1-6 presents a test for trend
over the entire cpsn of provincial history and for certain shorter
“time periods. 159 Both the Liberal and Conservative vote shares ex-
perienced a statistically significant decline over the course of the
past century, but the level of Tory support seems less inclinad
towards significant trends within more restricted pericds. The Lib-
eral trend is significantly up for the years 1867-1902, and signifi-
cantly down since the turn of the century. None of the other co-
efficients attain conventional Tevels of statistical significance,
O0f course the definition of the time periods has a bearing on thesz
results. 3y way of illustration, had the post-World War Two era been
div‘”ed into two periods, 1S43-1955 and 1959-1975, LOth!ESS the CCF-
NDP ‘trend would have been down in the former and up in the latter.
Perhaps the mcst substantively interesting finding is the lack of
significant trend in the level of turncut, both in cverall terms and
for the shcerter periods seiected for anaiysis.v This casts serious

doubt on the view of political activity as more central to pecple’s

'

:59The test for trend employed here is Kendali's Tau, a non-
parametric statistic, requiring ordinal level of measurement or
better. On the use of Tau as a test for trend, see W J. Lonover,
Practical Nonparametric Statistics (Toronto: Wiley, 1971), 2k9-53
The fac that the party vote shares are calculated on tnc basis o
eligible electorate rather than on the basis of voites cast rendars
the trends susceptible to the influence of turnout. For example,
had the trend for 1867-1902 been tested with share of votes cast,
the Literal coefficient would have been ~,%20 and the Conservative
-, 29,

-
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TABLE III-6
~ TEST FOR TREND (KENDALL®S TAU)
PARTY VOTE SHARES AND TURNOUT
ENTIRE PROVINCE

1867-1975  1867-1902  1905-1975

Liberal - b e 51 %% - BOu R
Conservative - JR¥RR .18 -, 12
CCF/NDP
Turnout -s12 .31 -,08

#*  pL 10

#% p¢ ,05

#%% pe ,01

1943-1975
.25
» 09
.02
.20
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lives in the days before the advent of electronic communications,

No further summary of the foregoing material will be
attempted, but some general conclusions may be ventured, First, it
is clear that Ontaric has experienced far-reaching, profound npoliti-
cai changes; conversely, significant periods of political stability
as well as striking continuities are 2lso evident. One cf these
continuities is the influence on Ontario solitics of the conserva-
tive cast of mind, though changs way be discerned here as well as in
the rise of !'"progressive conservatism',

As expected, the relaticn of pelitical change to elactaoral
change is variable. Some important elements of political change, for
example the transformation in the Concervatrive party since World War
Two, do not seem to have occasioned marked electoral change. Other .
far-reaching political changes, such as the substantial change in the
political agenda and political vaiues around the turn of the century
and during the Second World War, have clearly been manifested in the
electoral arena, It does seem that each important electoral change
came about as part of a more broadly based political change. Elec-
tions in this province clearly refiect political change, consolidate
it and channel it. Electoral processes, in short, have indeed been
of centrsl importance to the fundamental changes and continuities of
Ontario politics. The place of socia! change in all this is the

subject of the following chapter.



CHAPTER 1V SOCIAL CHANGE N ONTARIC
Poiitical change and electoral change as well as the interplay
between them were examined in the preceding chapter. This chapter ex-

tends that analysis by explicitly relating, cn a large scale, episodes

Py

and preocasses of sociai change to the political realm, and especially

toe the =2lectoral arena, As in chapter 11}, some statisfical data are
brought to bear, relating to the province's social composition and to
its voting proclivities, Due to the broad scope of the topics under
investigation, and alsc the limitations on the availabilifty of daca, the
analysis is primarily impressionistic, The findings and irterpratations
are important not sciely as context for subcequent statistical analysis,
but also in their own right, as judgements on the relationship of social
and political change.

In examining the specifics of social and political<chénge, ona
point_stands-ogt clearly: epoch-making crises simply have not been the
stuff of Ontario politics. The sources of contemporary European noli-
tics have been provocatively anaIQSed in terms of the alliances and

cleavages generated by critical historical junctures, but this acproach

has sharp limits for the study of Ontaric politics, Key dramatis per-
sonnae, such as the landed gentry or the established church, are either
altogether absent cr radically altered frcm the European norm; further,
Ontario has not experienced the social or political convulsions which

have so influenced political- development in Curcps, The most

ISeymour' Martin Lipset and-Stein Rokkan, 'Cleavage Structures,
Party Systems, and Yoter Alignments: An Introduction,' in Lipset and
Rokkan, eds., Perty Systems and Voter Alignmants: Cross Nationzi
Parspectives {(MNew York, The Free Press, 1967}, 7-6h4,
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prominent contender, the still-born Rebeilion of 1837, did eliminate
some possible lines of evolution, but it blurred as many distinctions
as it crystallized, Serious strain and conflict in this province have
mostly been short-lived and have uniformiy failed to bring about in-
tense crises capsble of fundamentally restructuring politics or intrud-
ing directly intc the‘politicai consciousness of later generations in
the manner of the French Revolution or the American Civil War.

if social developments in Ontario have not, as a rule, brought
on political traumas, they have nonetheless had & profound impact on
politics. Though important short-term infiuences may be discerned, by
and large the pelitical (and electeral) ramifications of social change
have emerged over reiatively long periods of time. Thus this chapter
is organized thematically as well as cihronologicaily. The first section
deals with the social pressures }eading to the Rebellion of 1837, and
its political legacy, Other principal analytical foci are immigration
and'demographic change, industrialization, urbanization; prohibition,
and shifts in the ethnic and relicious compositicn of Ontario and in
related socisl and‘political zttitucdes. The hiving off of these pro-
cesses into separate sections is by no means to deny that they overlap
at many junctures, for indeed they cannot be fully understoccd save in

relation to one another.

The Rebellion of 1837 and its Legacy

Though some participants may have had political ideals in the

back of their minds, the fundamental and proximate causes of the 1837



uprising were economic,2 The antinathy between the small Upper Cenad-
fan rurai proprietors and the local seconds of the Montreal merchants
reduced to one root cause: !The whole capital equipment of this pion-
eer agricultural community was in the hands of the commercial ciasseH3
From the very beginning, moreover, the farmers had been heavily depend-
ent on the commercial state to market their wares and to provide
cartain necessities, The upshot was that the administration of the
province was fimly in the grasp of a small group of like-minded
middle class merchants and professionals ~ the noftorious and much mis-
understood Family Compact.

The ocutcome of the conflict between the countryside and the
middle class bureaucrats in the towns who controlled the state was never
in much doubt. Short of a popuiar rebeilion, the well-ensconced eiites
held all the trumps, and when an ephemeral uprising did materialize,
its direction was so inept as to guarantee its unpopularity. Indeed,
it served to enhance the legitimacy of the regime by drfving the bulk

of the loysl popuiace, along with a goodly proportion of the reform

-

element, intc the government camp.” The cause of the commercial middle

2Dona]d Creighton, ''"The Economic Background of the Rebellions
eof 1837," Canadian Journal of Economics and Political Science i1
{August, 1937), 322-34,

’Donald Creighton, The Commercial Empire of the St. Lawrence,
1760-i850 (Toronto: Ryerson, 1937), i25-6.

Sce Robert E. Saunders, 'What Was the Family Compact'!, Ontario
History XLiX (December, 1957), 155-78.

Formative Years 1784-1841

e
43,

L
“Gerald M. Craig, Upper Canada: Th
(Torento: McCleiland and Stewart, 1963), 2



classes of the rising towns was greatiy aided by the absence of a
traditional landed gentry. {n furope the political power of the great
landowners had been of utmost significance for the relationship between
the rural masses and the urban, middle-class interests, and thus in
determining the ultimate form of political deve!opment.6 The Uppear
Canadian farmers could call on no such‘pcwerful ally against the well
positioned commzrcial government apparatus. 'Throughout rural Upper

7

Canada class distinctions tended tc disappear,'” and if it was some-
thing 'ess than an egalitarian paradise, certainly nothing remotely
approximating a landed aristocracy ever emerged. Aftempts to establish
a squirearchy reszuited mainly in encouraging land speculation,
Nor could the farmers, whose own cohesiveness was hampered by
abysmeliy bad communications facilities, look to an emerging urban pro-
Q

I . . X (e
letaria%t as a possible ally, for ncns exjisted, The urban centres were

still small, while manufacturing was little more than ''a village

65ee Barrington Moore Jr., Social Origins of Bictatcrship and
Democracy (Boston, Beacon Press, 1966},

7S.D. Ctark, The Developing Canadian Community, second editicn
(Toronto: University of Torontc Press, 1968), 71; for a contradictory
viewpoint, see Michael Cross, '"The Age of Gentility: The Development
of an Aristocracy in the Ottawa Valley!', Canadian Histcrical Associa-
tion Historical Papers (1967), 105-117.

8That working class support could have been a vaiuvable asset to
the farmers, had a sizeable working class existed, is suggested by the
fact that of the 835 persons arrested during tne Rebellion of 1837,
more were labourers (workmen or artisans) =~ L2% - than 'yecioen' -
Cited in Charles Lipton, The Trade tnion Movement in Canada 1827~
(Montreal: Canadian Social Publication, 1967), I5.

(NQIWS]
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handicraft in small workshops.' "3
The extremist, rebel faction was utterly quashed, its defeat

assured by a lTack of natural allies, and, among its potential support-
ers, by "political convictions, -religious affiliations, loyalties and
sentiments - the whele intellectual and emotional heritage of 2
people.”ao Stilt, the Rebellion stands out as far and away the most
serious political upheaval in Ontario history. For this reason, per-
haps, a tendency has developed ''to attach fundamental importance to
the Rebellion and the Union as reiecticns of the colonial past, when
they ought more accurately to be described as events which eliminated
certain alternative lines of development, reform as well ds conserva-
tive, implicit in the early circumstances of the colony”.]}

- Thke reform alternative sufferead a good dzal more damage than
the conservative. Extreme radical American-style democracy was for-
ever vanquished, The moderate reformers did regroup under the Union,
but they were unable to regain their former cohesiveness and distinct~

. 12 . . .
iveness, in that it was 'premature!', in terms of nascent class

politics, and thus such an abject failure, the rebeliion of 1837

9
“Jacob Spelt, Urban Development in South Central Ontario
(Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, (972, first published 1955), 7h.

10

Creighton, Commercial Empire, 316,

!1S.F. Wise, 'pper Canada and the Conservative Traditicn',
in E. Firth, ed,, Frofiles of a Province (Tocronto: Ontario Historical
Society, 1967), )

]2 eighton, Commercial Empire, 338; see also J.M.S. Careless,
The Unlon of the Canadas: The Growth of Canadien institutions 1841~
1857 (Toronto: McCielland and Stewart, 1967).
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discredited broadly based class movzments. From an obverse point of
view, it did render the commercial-bureaucratic alliance controlling
the state more responsive, Thus the attainment of responsible govern-
ment was not so much a triumph of democratic~reform modes of thought

as a safeguard insuring the continuance of the fundamentally conserva-
tive meld of governmment. As S.D. Clark observed, 'what has been
thought of in Canada as an orderly process of adopting political insti-
tutions to changing circumstances has actually represented an effort to
- hold in check the kind of democratic forces which were growing up from
within the Canadian community.“]3

Table 1V-1 considers the poiitical legacy of the rebellion in
a much more restricted fashion, Party vote shares are tabulated for
'loyal! ridings and for 'disioyal! ridings,lQ so as to gauge the elect-
oral residue of 1837, and to trace the ‘'rebel' political tradition in
Ontario voting, This m=2asurement of lovalty is crude in the extreme;
moreover, a host of factors could be identified which wduld diminish
the strength of any rebel tradition. Hence the results which emerge
from this analysis.- against considerabie odds, so to speak - are
particularly intriguing.
To judge by party labels and party origins, as well as political

mythology, the Liberals could reascnably be expected to be more popular

IBS,D. tiark, The Deveiop{gg Canadian Comaunity, second edition
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1968), 208.
1.

*For the nature and source of this distinction, see Appendix
B. Ridings uninhabited in 1837 are excluded,
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in ridings with disloyal traditions than in loyal ridings. Following
the same criteria, the Conservatives might be expected to fare better
in Toyal areas than in disloyal.

The iatter prediction was not at all fulfilled; the Conserva-
tives frequently proved to have slightly stronger electoral support
in disloyal areas than in the ridings which had remained loyal. Odver-
ail, no consistent pattern emerges from the data on Conservative
voting according to loyalty in 1837, Conversely, at each and every
election since Confederation, the Grits have attracted a higher pro-
porticn of the electorate in disloyal ridings than in loyal ridings,
To be sure, the difference has often been slight, particularly in
recent years; in eariier times, though, tiie margin occasionaliy ex-
ceeded 5 or 6 per cent. Significantly, this differential was most
pronouncad and most consistent rot in the years clesest to tﬁe Rebel -
lTion itself, but rather during the years of the darkest Grit fortunes
- 1905 to 1929. This suggests a potent 'rebel' tradition among those
bedrock Liberals who remained faithful to the party over these years,
On a larger scale, these findings might bhe interpreted 25 demonstra-
ting a certain narrow, backwards-looking appeal on the Liberals' part,
at least by comparison with the ruling Tories' all~-encompassing popu-
larity.

At the risk of reading too much into Table iV-1, it seems a
telling indication of the Patrons' of Industry 'radicalism' that they
fared virtually no better in disloyal ridings than in loyal ridings.

As for the UF0O, the distribution of their electoral support was



',J
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o

somewhat more in keeping with their heritege as Cntario rural radicals,
for they were slightly stronger, in terms of votes attracted and candi-
dates fTielded, in disloyal ridings, It should come as no surprise that
the loyal-dislcyal dichotomy has made no discernibie difference in CCF-

NDP eiectoral support, which is rooted in very different traditions and

IsTues,

Demographic Change and Immigration

Immigration, by shifting the social compositicn of Ontario

society, and by increasing the province's population, has been of signal

: i
impertance in bringing about certain social changes.]) At the same time,

though, immigration (taken in tandem with its cbverse, emigration) has

Ut

contributed significantly to maintaining the social order, and it has
powerfully reinfor-ed Ontario's conservalivs tendencies,

TabTe IV-2 presents some basic demoqraphic data on Ontario,
culled in the main from the decennial census. As the figures in the
teble demonstrate, in the yzars prioi to Confederation, the province
experienced a truily remarkablé population growth, due in large measure
to a massive influx of Britich Iimmigrants., Contrary to what might have
been expected, however, these newcomers were anything but a force for
progress and charnge, bringing new ideas and social organizations with
them. Rather,

pecple who immigrated to the colonies were not those who in the old

]5lnternal migration doubtless has important social and poli-~
tical implications. Save the special case of migration from counfry-
side to city, however, it has not been possible to deal with internal
migration.
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Population of Ontario 1810 - 1971

Year Population Percent increase Percent Percent Percent
(thousands) over decade foreign born in Onterio-born
born other living in

provinces other
provinces

1810 75

1824 150 100

1833 295 97

1842 L3y 65

1851 352 95

1861 1,395 47 .

1871 1,620 16 27 3 1
1881 1,926 19 22 3 3
1891 2,114 10 19 3 6
1901 2,182 3 15 3 8
1911 2,527 16 20 3 14
1921 2:933 16 _ 22 L 14
1931 3,431 17 23 4 12
16941 3,787 10 19 6 10
1951 4,597, 21 19 9 g
1961 6,236 36 22 9 8
1971 7,703 24 22 10 7

Empty cells. indicate data not available

Sourcess: population 1810 R.L. Gentilecore, "Settlement", in Gentilecore
ed., Ontario (Toronto: Universityv of Torcnto
Press, 1972), 28.
1824-1061 DPopulaticn Statistics Ontario, 1962 (Toronto:
Queen's Printer, Department of Treesury and
Eceonomics, 1569), table I,
1971 Census of Canada 1971, Catalogue 92-716, 1i-4

foreign born, born in other provinces, Cntario born living in
other provinces
1871~-1951 calculated from Xenneth Buckley, "Historical
Estimates of Internal !lizration in Canzda,”
CPSA Conference on Statistics, 1360, =.F.
Beach and J.C. wWeldon, eds., {(Toronto:
University of Teronto Press, 1962), +table G.
1961 calculated from Census of Canada 1961,
Catalosue 92-847, 49-2,
1971 calculated from Census of Canada 1971,
Catalogue 92-727, 34-1,
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world were making a successful adjustment to the demands of the new
industrialism and agricultural revolution, Rather they were the
people who, caught up in these changes, were desperately trying to
hold on to what they had, Emigration appeared to offer a means of
preserving the past and escaping the demands of the future. !

in the first decadss after Confederation, the proportion of
Ontario residents born in other provinces was very low, as was the
proportion of {Ontario=-born rzsidents in other parts of Canada. This
suggests that, in terms of popuiation mbvement, and by implication, of
sccial influence, Ontaric had relatively Tittle interacztion with the
other provinces, particularly in contrast to the large population flow,
and with it social and cultural influence, from the British Isles,

The overall growth of population remained quite steady From
1861 to 1941, but the net population figures conceal important counter-
trends of immigration and emigration. Throughout this pericd, the pro-
pértion of Ontarians born outside Canada_hovered around twenty per cent,
The Important point about the substantial numbers of immigrants is that
they were overwhelmingly British in origin.]7 Thé Sritish influence
was thus centinuously reinforced, while the sccially leavening effect
of non-Anglo=-Saxon immigrants was minimal, On the emigration side of

the ledger, substantial numbers of native Ontarians left the province;

from 1891 onwards, approximately a tenth of those born in Ontaric

lGS.D. Ciark, Movements of Political Protest in Canada 16%2:
1850 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1959), 48k,

S

;’in 18595, 87 per cent of the immigrants to Cntario were from
the British isles (70 per cent from England); A. Margaret Evans,
""01iver Mowat and Ontario 1372-1896; A Study in Political Success,!
unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of Toronto, 1967, 481, ’
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resided in other provinces, Moreover, although reliable figures are
not available, it is likely that at least an equal aumber found their
way to the United S‘i:antes.]8 These migrants, it seems safe to say, were
disproportionately drawn from the most venturesome and enterprising and
least traditional elements of the populace, Certainly the Ontarians

who left for Manitoba in the years immediately after Confederation

]8Many migrated to industrialized states, but equal numbers
apparently went to the Canadian and American wests in the last century;
Charies M, Studness, "Economic Opportunity and the Westward Migration
of Canadians in the Late Nineteenth Century,'' Canadian Journei of
Economic and Polixical Science XXX (November, 1964}, 570. Estimates
vary considerably as to the precise numbers involved: employing
Canadian census dats, Tayior made the following estimation for the
net migraticn of Ontario born to the United States:

1881 - 1891 -20,700
1891 - 1301 -50,300
1901 - i9l1 +44 300
1911 - 1921 ~37,400
1921 - 193] ~14% 000
1931 - 1941 31,800

Taylor believes that, for a variety of reasons, these figures, particu-
larly for the earlier cecasdes, are serious underestimates., lain C.
Taylor, ''Components of Popuiation Change, Ontario 1850-1940," unpub-
lished M,A. thesis, University of Toronto, 1967, teble 2-7, p. 53,

Some forty years earltier, G.E. Jackson used American census data to
formulate the following estimates of the movement of Canadian born
citizens to the United States:

1850 - 1860 135,000
1860 - 1870 305,000
1870 - 1880 325,000
1880 - 1890 L.10,000
1830 - 1500 380,000
1909 - 1910 225,000
1910 - 1920 110,000

Although he provides no regional or provincial breakdowns, Jzckson did
find English Capadians far more likely to emigrate than their French
speaking ceunterparts, G6.E. Tayler, "Emigration of Canadians to the
United States,! in W.P.M. Kennedy. ed., Social And Economic Conditions
in the Dominion of Canada: The Annals (May, 1923), table ii, p. 28.




were mainly well-to-do and industricus rather than impoverished or

19

desperate. That these people eiected to quit the province ratner
than rebel against its oftentimes stultifying conservatism only served
to remove potential sources of change to the established order,

Since the Second World War, Ontario has experienced more rapid
expansion of population than at any time since Confederation., The
primal ¥cerce underlying demographic change in these years has been the
impact of immigration, To take an extreme but singularly important
illustration, some sixty per cent of the substantial population growth
in the Toronto-Hamilton area for the decade 1961-1971 was accounted
for by international immigration.20 Not only have immigrants come in
tremendous numbers, but an altogether unprecedented proportion of
them have come from continzantal Euroce, and from other non-Anglo-Saxor
parts of the world.2] Important as these immigrants have been in
altering the province's sccial and cultural composition and the atti-
tudes of native Ontarians, their impact in terms'of overall social

change, and hence of political change, has been less than it might

19J.J. Talman, ‘Migration from Ontario to Manitoba in 1871,"
Ontario History XLI!{ (January, 1951), 33-S.

20Ontario Ministry of Treasury, Econcmics, and intergovern-
mental Atfairs, Ontaric's Changing Population, Vol 1: Patterns and

Trends Factors of Change 1941-1971 (Toronto: Queents Frinter, 1976),
42,

L‘!n the period, 15646-1961, thirty four per cent of the nearly
1.1 milliecn immigrants to Ontario were British, and another six per
cent were American: Ontario Department of Treasury and Economics,
Population Statistics, GOntario 1969 {Tcronto: Queen's Printer, 1969),
table b7: since 1961, the source of immigration has further shifted
away from Britain and the United States,




}=
B
(VS

have been, for two reasons. First, comparatively few of the post-
war British immigrants were from lower or working class backgrounds;
this, combined with the 'much more ;:n‘c:)letarian"z2 character of Eurc-
pean immigrants, “reinforced the association between ethnic origin
and social status that was already characteristic of the Canadian
popu?ation“.z3 Secondiy, 'linstead of influencing the form and func-
tion of Canadian society, immigrants have been obliged to alter their
behaviour, as have native-born Canadians, in response to social

2k

changes resulting from industrialization',

Religion and Ethnicity

Two fundamerital changes have occurred over the past century
in the social characteristics of religious and ethnic grouns, 0One is
readily documented: the shift in the relative sizes of the various
groups, TEe other change is all but impossible to discugs in other
than impressionistic terms: the decline in the salience of cthnic
and religious ties and attitgdeé. Unfortunately, in both sccial =nd
political impact, the Iatter'looms somewhat larger,

Religion and =thnic origin must be dealt with in concert, for

”
2“Anthony H. Ricbmond, Post-War Immigrants in Canada (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1967), 106,

“3ibic., 125,

—————

]
A . . .
“Frank E, Jones, "Some Sccial Censequences-of lmmigration

for Canada'', Proceedings of World Pcpulation Conference (New York:
United Nations, 1967), iV, 207. Since Ontario has consistently re-
ceived just over haif of all post-war immigration, the equation of

Cntario with Canada seems-justified for purposes of this observation, -



they have been inextricably bound iogether in shaping social anti-
tudes, In mid-nineteenth century Hamiiton, for exampie, 'Irish
Catholicism, rather than Catholicism itself, proved the major /social

25 it is not possible, from the published

and ec@nomig7 handicap'i.
census material, to distinguish with any consistency among the various
conkinations of religious and =thnic groups, save English and french
spealking Catholics.26 Thus in interpreting the data in Tables V-3
and tV-4 on the religious and ethnic composition of Ontario since
1871, the complex interplay of the twe must be kept in mind,

Table 1V-3, which shows the national crigins of Ontarians,
clearly illustrates the numerical prependerance of persons with Anglo-
Saxon background throughout provincial history. What the table cannct
show, but which may be safely inferred, is tha overwhelming infiuence
of perscns of Britisn stock, Although the proportion of Ontarians
claiming lrish or Scots descent has declired steadily since 1871, the
percentage iisting English origin actually increased as late as 1921,

This doubtiess reflects the disproportionate numbers of immigrants to

Ontaric from England rather than from elsewhere in the British isies;

2SMichael B. Katz, The Peopie of Hamilton, Canada West:
Family and Class in a Mid-Nineteenth Century City (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1975), 68.

260. Houston and W.J. Smyth claim toc have distinguished be-
tween Protestant and Catholic irishmen in 1871. Their estimation
praceduires {which reiy neavily on an early ethnographic study), are
not entirely convincing for 1871, and ars simply untenable for later
years. !The Orange Order in Nineteenth-Century Ontario: A Study in
Institutional Cultural Transfer,! University of Torcnto, Department
of Geography, Discussion Paper Series, 1977, 3S.
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as w211, it may indicate a loss of ethnic identity among second and
third generation Scots and irish, An important process not revealed
in this table, which may have contributed tc such & decline, was the
lessening of geographical concentration of ethnic groups; by the turn
of the century, the excramely uneven distribution which had charac-
terized initial settlement had given way to a much more homcgeneous
geogaraphical distribution.z7 At any rate, as Table IV-3 shows, oniy
after the Second World War cid Ontario cease to be overwhelmingiy
British, and feel the impact of substantial numbers of European immi-
grants. Also of interest in this table i5 the slow but steady rise in
the Franco-0ntarian population from 1881 to 1941, and its subseguent
Tevellirg of f at ten per cent of the provincial popuiation. Finally,
the deciine in the propertion of persons with German origin from 1901
to 1941 indicates the grcwing Anglicization of this group, reinforced
by a desire to play down natiornality during or shortly after both
World Wars, as evidenced by the significant deciines in 1921 and 1941,
The most salient feature of Tabié 1v-L, which portrays the
religious affiliation of Ontarians, is the steady increase in the pro-
portion of Roman Catholics, In 1871, Roman Catholics lagged substan-
tially behind Anglicans, Methodists, and Presbyterians in terms of
numerical strength; a century later, they are far and away the largest
denomination in the province. Whiie the proporticn of Anglicans in

Cntario has remained fairly steady (though a downward trend may be

7 . .. :
Z'J. Clarke and P,K. Macleod, '"Concentiration of 3cots in

Southern Ontaric 1851-1901," Canadian Cartographer X1 {June, {974},

107-13.
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TABLE IV-#4

RELIGIOUS CONPCSITION OF ONTARIO 1871 - 1971 (PERCENTAGES)

Year Baptist Roman Anglican TIutheran Uliethodist Presbyterian (the:
Catholic United*
1871 5 17 21 2 29 22 4
1881 6 17 i9 2 31 22 4
1891 5 17 18 2 31 22 4
1501 5 i8 17 2 31 22 g
1911 b 19 19 3 27 21 IS
1921 5 20 22 2 23 21 7
1931 5 22 22 3 28 13 7
1941 5 23 21 3 28 11 8
1931 5 25 20 3 29 10 2
1961 4 30 18 26 8 10
1671 i 33 16 L 21 7 15

® in 1924, most lethodists and some Presbyterians formed the United
Church of Canada, 9Jther schisms and unions occurred over the years hut
were of very minor significance in terms of province-wide denoninaticnal
composition.,

Source: = 1871-1961:Census of Canada, 1961, catalogue 99-521, table 1,
19711+ Census of Canada, 1971, cataloguc 92-775 (SP-5), table 1,
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discerned after 1931), both the Methodists and the Presbyterians,

and their later progeny, the United Church, have experienced marked
declines since the turn of the century, The various Baptist Churches
have fallen slightly in terms of their proportion of the provincial
population, while the Lutheran Churches have gained slightly. Numeri-
cally more significant has been the growth in ‘other' denominations,
which include persons of the Greek Catholic, Ukrainian Catholic and
Jewish faiths, and those belonging to no religious group.

As symbolized in the lumping together in recent censuses of
persons of Scots, !lrish, and Welsh desceﬁt as 'British'', this dimen-
‘sion of ethnicity is of minimal social significance for-present-day
Ontario. in an earlier age, however, these distinctions were of
fundamental social significance. That such ethnic affiliations were
highly salient is not to imply that they necessarily led fo social
conflict, let-alone poiitical divisions, As well, antagorisms among
religious denominations, far more important in structuring political
life, were only loosely related to ethnic divisions. The massive
irish migrations of the 1840's, however, effected major changes in
the social bases of political conflict. Prior to the famine migra-
tions, Catholics and Protestants of Irish crigin had maintained
reasonably peaceful, if not overly amicable, relations, However, the
poverty, disease, and ignorance of the predominantiy Catholic
migrénts ancouragedrlriéh Protestants to seek a ﬁethod of distin-

guishing themselves from the newcomers, who were considered a
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Hdisgrace to lrish men”.28 Thé Orange lodge became the vehicle for
displaying these differences, and it is from this time that Orangeism
and anti-Catholicism came to figure prominently in the politics of
Canada West.

Confederation was not a 'critical juncture’ in the social
sense, but it did provide the opportunity for a fresh starting point
in Ontario politics. The reversion to pre-Union bcoundaries within an
expanded federation at a stroke removed from the Ontario political
acenda the central problem of pre-Confederation politics, the French-
Erglish imbroglio, Further, the new federal division of powers, in
which the provinces were clearly sdbordinate,'siphoned off most of the
key eccnomic issues to the central level of government. In some
quarters these factors were expected to result in a local legisiature
which was 1ittle more than a glorified non-partisan county céuncii.
The ‘issues which emerged to thwart this expectation were linear de-
scendents of pre-Confederation cpnflicts, and they tellingly reflect
the primary bases of political division in Ontario at that time:
religicn and ethnicity.

That, in Victorian Canada, "religion - not wealth, and not
politics - was the chiaf concern, the main ideal occupation of Canad-

29

ians'"” can scarcely be denied. However, the extent and the depih of

28Kenneth Duncan, "lrish Famine -Migration and the Sccial
Structure of Canada West'', Canadian Review of Anthropology zan
Sociology Il (February, i965), 7.

ZBW.L. Morton, “VictorianACanada,” in Morten, ed., The §
of Achilles (Teronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1968), 314,
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reiigious conflict, and its political ramifications are easily over-
stated, in part because of the inflammatory language characteristic

of political rhetoric and newspaper commentary of the day. The Orange
Lodge had close ties with.the Conservative party, but it was by no
means primarily a political organization, nor was its foremost social
alm the combatting of Papist influence. Moreover, much of the sec-
tarian violence in nineteenth century Toronto was ritualistic: indeced
in conparative terms, ethno-religious strife was fairly mild and seems

30

to have been largely played out through verbal abuse. Moreover,

class was closely intertwined with religion and ethnicity:

pure religicus conflict guickly gave way to much more complex struggles
with political, class, and economic motives underlying what superfi-
cially appmared to be clashes of veligion... Many a riot described by
the contemporary press in simpie Orange-Catholic terms involved such
non-religious matters as political rights, working conditions, wages,
and even the partisan enforcemerit of the law. One can argue that the
great number of lrish people...gave a nationalistic and religicus .
dimension to conflicts that would have taken place anyway in a society_,
becoming increasingly urban and on the threshold of industrializaticn.”!

Withal, religion was undoubtedly of great social and poiitical
import in Ontario in the nineteenth century and latzr; so tce was
ethnicity, Their.prominencé must not, however, lead us %5 over-
emphasize their influence, 1t is clear that religion became politi-

cally significant when the parties chose to make it so, for exampie,

30Greg Kealey, '""The Orange Order in Toronto: Religious Riot
and the Working Class,' in Greg Kealey and Peter Warrian, eds., Essays
in Canadian Working Ciass History (Toronto: McCietland and Stewart,
1976), 13-34. 1t may be worth recalling that in the most infamous
violent episode -in Victorian Ontario, the murder of the 'Black’
Donnellys, virtually all the participants were Catholic,

31

Duncan, 'Famine Migration,' 3,
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in the 1880's and early 1890's, and in the East Hastings by-election
in 1936, whereas it declined in salience when the parties did not em-
phasize it. To be sure, social pressures and social changes, including
eéonomic conditions, partially - but only partially -~ determined the
parties' promotion of religion. The bilingual schools issue acmirably
iflustrates the complex interaction of social forces and the role of
the parties in downplaying or promoting ethnic and religious conflict,
Bilingual schools first emerged as a point of political conten-
tion in the 1880is, as an offshoot of the separate school controversy
(this despite the fact that most French schools were within the pubiic
school system). As religious strife left the forefront of political
activity in Gntariovafter the 1894 election, the furor over French

language scheols died down, In the meantime, however, heavy French
Canadian immigration into the eéstern counties and the new north effectj
ively doubled the French speaking populeaticn of the province within
thirty years. By 1910, Ontario's Orangemen had been alerted to the
'danger and were determined that this baneful influence be beaten back

in order that the brovince's Anglo-Saxon character be méintained, in
response, the Whitney administration adopted a hard line against the
use of French in the schools., This never became more than a minor

issue in Ontario; faced with outright hostility from the lrish clergy

and indifference from other Catholics,32 the harried Franco-Ontarians

32Marilyn Barber, '"The Ontario Bilingual Schools lssue:
Sources of Conflict," Canadian Historical Review XLVil (September,
1966), 230. See aiso Rodert Choguette, Lariguage and Religion: A
History of English=French Conflict in Ontario (Ottawa: University
of Ottawa Press,. 197%), passim.




were virtually without allies, so tnat the Liberal party would not
take up their cause, The ‘resolutiorn’ of the issue in the 1920's,1ike
the compromise over funding of separate schools in the same period,
clearly marked a conscious decision on the part of the Conservative
government to have dcne with the politics of language and religion,

It has become a.commonplace to speak of the decline in the

33

importance of religicn in Canadian society.”” The coroilary of the
lessened cocial significance of religious attitudes, brought on by
urbanization and industrialization, is that religiocus conflict is much
dimirished in political import. Of course religious affiliation con-

34

tinues to be related to party chcice, but to a large extent this
reflects ethnicity and the force of electora: iﬁertia rather than the
political salience of religion., Despite concerted attempts on both
s{des to politicize it, the government!s policy on funding separate
schools was a relatively minor issue in the-1971 election. Not only
is religious discord much less in evidence than in an earlier day, but

the religious conflicts which persist do not rate highly on the

pclitical aganda,

33See Stewart Crysdale, The Changing Church in Canada (Tor-
onto: Board of Evangelism and Sccial Service, 1965), and Stewart
Crysdaie and Les Wheatcroft, !"The Analysis of Religion,' in Crysdale
and Wheatcroft, eds.,, Religion in Canadian Society (Toronto: Mac~-
millan, 1976). '

3L“See, for example, Robart Drummond, 'Voting Behavior: The
Blueing of Ontario,'' in Donald C. MacDonald, ed., Govermment and Poli~
tics of Ontario (Toronte: Macmillan, 1975), 294-317; Lynn McDorald,
"Religion and Voting: A Study of the 1968 Federal Election in
Ontario," Canadian Review of Soviology and Anthropology Vi (August,

‘969) B ]29-&"4.
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Such does not seem to have been the case with ethnicity.
Though religion oftentimes is an essential compcnent of ethnic iden-
tity,35 with the advent of substantial numbers of non-British immi-~-
grants, ethnicity seems more germane in terms of social divisions than
religion. All the same, pclitics premised on ethnic conflict have
failed to emerae on any largs scale, even in the post-War period,
This is partially due to the entrenched power positions of the British
elite and particlly to the loss of ethnic identity among second and
third generation immigrants, Ethnic factors impinge on a wide range
of political issues, even economic ciass issues, for ethnicity and
class are closely bound together, but they have not, in their own right,

structured Qntario politics.

Prohibition

The struggle for prohibition in Gntaric marked far more than
simply a long-running battle over ths evilslof the demon rum. The
temperance movement reflected and gave political form to some signally
important attitudinal shifts brought on by social change. The politics
of prechibition thus represent ore key aspect of the interaction of
social change ard the political realm. As well, the political sig-
nificance of temperance agitation was far more substantial thar might
be surmised from the shor; span of time when alcohol was ocutlawed in

this province.

35David Miliett, '"Religion as a Source of Perpetuation of
Ethnic ldentity," in I. Davies and K, Herman, eds., Social Space:
Canadian Perspectives (Torontc: New Press, 1971), 175,
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The prohibiticn movement gained strength in Cntario during
the last years of the nineteenth century, but did not reach its maxi-
mum poiitical impact until the Great War. Temperance sentiment (which
was rarely temperate, but usually Tavoured totai prohibition) had been
present in Ontaric since shortly after the War of 1812, Its growth
into a potent crgenized movement, supported by a broad segment of the
popuiace, coincided with the expansion of industrialism, 'Drinking,"”
observes Peter Waite, 'was no doubt a social evil long before the
Canadian industrial revolution, but its seriousness began to be felt

36

when it became an economic evii as weli,' Prcbably of greater moment,

though, were thz threats, symbolized by the intemperate workingman, to
the status and life-styie or the newly estabiished urban middle c]ass,3?
Individual attitudes towards prohibition were only loosely reiated ic
church membership, but the movem;nt was predqminant]y Protestant with

38 Attitudinally, the prohibitionists exhibited a

nativist overtones,
curious, singularly zealous blépd"SF‘religion, middle—ciass social re-
formism, reactionary agrarianism and feminism.

Dissatisfiéd with the Tocal option provisions of the Canada

Temperance Act and the often poorly enforced provincial act, prohibi-

tionists were granted a provincial plebiscite in 1894, which they

36

Peter Waite, "Sir Oliver Mowat's Canada: Reflections or an

Un-Victorian Scziety,” in Donald Swainson, ed,, Oliver Mcwat's Ont-
aric (Toronteo: Macmiilan, 1972), 16,
37

'Malcolm Greeme Decarie, 'The Prchibition Movement in Ont-
ario, 1894-1916,'" unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Queen's University, 1972,

339-40.
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carried. Mowat, however, finessed the issue by promising stricter
regulation and claiming that anything further would fail under fed-
eral jurisdiction.39 The Dominion government's failure to act on the
results of ics 1898 plebiscite, or on the moderate reforms urged by

an earlier Royal Commission helped shift the focus of prohibitionist
activity back to the provincial arena, A second provincial plebiscite,
in 1202, missed the requisite two-thirés majority by only a few hundred
votes, ''Great was the indignation of the temperance pecople at this
result; within sight of their goal, they had been balked by the
evasions of Ross; and in the eiections of 1905 there is no doubt tnat
many temperance menr voted against Ross in sheer revenge.'

The Tories may wefl have acguired some votes in this fashion,
but unti! the second decads of the century prohibitiovn was not trans-
férmed into a central political issue, chiefly because both parties
assiduously, if ambiguousiy, cultivated support from friends and foes
of the demcn rum, all the while attempting/}g\avoid politicizing the
issue, Whitney continued Mowat's po!icy’gf stricter enforcement of
existing legisietion together with raduction in the number of liguor
licences, but he steadfastly refused to enact more restrictive lagis~-
lation, lest he alienate urban supporters., {f thsse policies won the

Tories few votes, neither did they cost them many, for the Grits did

39Evans, Holiver Mowat,' 330-L41.

QGW.S. Wallace, '"Political Histcry, 1867-1912,'" in Canada
and its Provinces XVil (Ontarial. Adam Sherit and Arthur G. Dcudhty,
eds., (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1¢14), 182,
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not push the government on the issue, and, by virtue of their past
record, were scarcely less appealing to avid prohibitionists,

This state of affairs ceased abruptiy with the accession of
N.W. Rowell %o the Grit leadership shortly before the 1917 election.
Rowell, a prominent prohibitionist, immediately set out to make temp-
erance the key plank in the Liberal platform. The impact on the 1911
elsction was scant, >ut by 1914, prohibition ranked as a central issue
of the day.brl The advent of war added significantly to the appeal of
prohibitionist arguments: 'war called for an exaltation of those same
virtues which prohibition was supposed toiachieve and it added to the
contempt for self-indulgence and waste associated with alcohol. More-
over, war intensified the nativist element in pro.’uibition."L}2 The new
Tory lcader W, H. Hearst was personally ameaable to moderate prohibition,
and he recognized the growing popularity of the movement, as Qitnessed
by the consistently dry outcome of locél referenda./,Despite its pre~
tense of non-partisaﬁship, the Dntar?o-temperance/;ovement was closely
associated with the Liberal party. Heﬁce when Hearst brought in the
Ontaric Temperance Act in 1916, he gained little colitical credit, but

43

seriously split his party.

hlﬁrian D. Tennyson, "'Sir William Hearst and the Ontario
Temperance Act,'' Ontario History LV {December, 1963), 234,

2Decarie, “Pfohibition Movemerit,'t 3L5,

!
i3F‘eter Qliver, "Sir William Hearst and the Collapse of the
Ontario Conservative Party,' Canadian Historical Review LIli (March,

1972) , L5,
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One historian has argued that prohibition may have been one
of the most discussed issues in the 1919 campaign, but it was ''pbrobably
not a vital factor in the outcome!" since for any party to actively
oppose it would have been to court political suicide.qu This view
overlooks the extent to which the 0.T.A. undermined the Tories' urban
’strength, without gaining them commensurate rural diy support. As well,
the new ultra-wet Grit leader, Hartley Dewart, was hardly attractive to
his party's rural stalwarts who were predominantly dry; conversely, the
Liberals shattered all precadents with their capture of five of the
eight seats in Toronto, in which city temﬁerance zeal was a notably
minority Tailing. (The Independent Labour Party pointed}y avoided any
prsnounceménts on the subject, lest this lead to a fainﬁg out with its
fervently dry country ally, the United Farwers of QOntario.) Ancther
factor of some importance was the scheduling of a plebiscite on the
continuation-of the 0.T.A. on election day, which doubtless increased
the turnout among the newly enfranchised femaie population, which had
refatively weak attachments to the established parties,
Temperance ardour cooled somewhat in the years following the
war while the province's thirst grew; further, even some pronibitionists
were repelled by the government's excesses in running down those who

by
had contravened the Act, > the Conservatives were coy in their pubiic

: QAGerald A. Hallowell, Prohibition in Ontario, 1919-1923 {Tor-
onto: Ontario Historical Society, 1572), 38,

|
u“Feter Oliver, "W, E. Raney and the Politics of 'Uplift',
Journal of Canadian Studies V! (February, 1971), 15.
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pronouncements on prohibition ir the 1923 election, but their opposi-
tion was only thinly veiled. The drastic reducticn in the dry plurality
at the referendum held in late 1924 further underlined prohibition's
drop in political potency. Within a year a revamped Ontaric Temperance
Act set up government controlled distribution of alcohol, In the 1926
election, the governmentis liquor policy figured prominently,46 in large
measure due to the lack of other issues. The unmistakably wet Tories
gained substantially in popular vote, thereby writing finis to prohibi-
tion as a mainstream political issue.

Yet the movement had a more lasting significance than the mem-

ory of a fleeting period when the province had been nominally .dry. The

/
/

prohibitionists! original concentration on one facet 5F social reform
came to embrzie a much wider spectrum of social weifare issues, in par-
ticular the poverty and viie.wofking conditions which frequentiy led to
drink. Many prohibitionist leaders thus began to take éction against
the.evils of the existing social and economic order, and became commit-
ted to a whole range of fsocial gospel! reform measures. The remarkable
shift within the Methodist clergy from antagonism to support of the
principles of organized labour is but one illustration. 7 In addition,
as repeated prohibitionist majorities in plebiscites failed to bring

success, a deep distrust of the political system and its parties set

in: 'in the disiilusionment which accompanied.,./broken promises and

Q6Ha!‘oweli, Prohibition, 156.

i
+adilliam H. Magney, '"The Methodist Church and the National
Gospei, 188L~1314," The Bulletin, 1968, 59,
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worthless electoral victorie§7 many leading maen must have been lost
to the established parties, particularly the Liberal party. The
established parties forfeited much of their leadership in social re-
form and lost an elite. They also brought thousands of Ontarians into
political activity outside the parties through local option campaigns.
There, skilis were developed which could be turned against the old
partie.'st.”br8 The agitation over prohibition both signalled and fos-
tered new attitudes towards society, and it also marked a significant
departure from the political forms favoured by the established parties.
Table iV-5 expicres the nature and the distribution of prohi-
bitionist support; data from the four prohibition plebiscjtes held

-

between 18%4 and 1924 are tabulated by region and by rural-urban
co‘mposition.L'L‘9
The province-wicde figurés convey important insights into the
prohibition conflict. The 'drys? held clear pluralities over their
’we;' opponents in 1894 and 1902, but support for prohibition reached
its zenith in 1919, when drys outnumbered wets approximately two to
one. By 1924, after seven vears of prohibition, the dry vote was bare-
ly two per cent higher than that in favour of doing away with the Ont-

. 50 . . . ;
ario Temperance Act, Comparison of turnout rates in elections aad

8Decarie, "Prohibition Movement,'' 3%3.

49On the sources of these data, and definitions of regions,
see Appendix B. The few women who voted in the 1894 Referendum are
excluded; only the first (on which the spread between wet and dry was
widest) of the four questions in 1519 is included.

c
)oThe 'wet' and ‘dry' figures are not precisely comparable
across plebiscites, since the wording of the questions differed,
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prohibition plebiscites is instructive:b] the liquor p]ebiscfte held
in January 1894 drew only 56 per cent of the electorate, compared with
69 per cent who voted in the election held six months later; seventy
per cent of those eligible cast ballots at the May 19CZ =zlection, but
in December of that year only 50 per cent voted on the liquor question;
a slightly larger proportion of the electorate (It per cent) voted at
the 1924 piebiscite than had voted in the election held a year and a
half earlier, but this was also 6 per cent less than the turnout in
1926. Given the greater importance of elections, and the heightered
public interest in them, this differentié! in turnout is not surpris-
irg, but it does have &n important imolication., In view of the moral-
istic Terveur characteristic of proponents of prchibithé, it seems
unlikely that very many drys failed to vote; those vwho did not partici~
pate. in qugor plebiscites may not have been rabid wets, but neither
were. they prohibitionists. Now the proportion of drys varied consid-
erably more from regfon to region than the proportions of wets.52
Since this result cannot be explained on any a priori basis, it sug-
gests that the pro-temperance forces received a near maximum of their
potential support, which would be subject to regional variation,

whereas the poorly organized anti=-prohibitionists mobilized their

partiséns haphazardly and ineffectively, thereby gencrating a mcre

SlTurnout in 1219 was, of course, the same for the election
and the plebiscite, :

62 . ey -

““The ranges for dry voting, within the seven regions, were
10.%, 19.5, 21.6 and 31.: for the four referenda; the corresponding
wet ranges were 6,2, 13.9, 14,0 and 14,7,
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consistent votre across the province, The implication is that although
they won clear victories in the voting, prohibitionists constituted
little more than a third of the (male) Ontario populace in 1894 and
1902.53

As the table makes clear, both region and rural-urban character
were related to the plebiscite results, but the degree of urbanization
had a particuiarly strong relationship to temperance voting. Cn each
occasion, the wets were strongest in the cities and weakest in the
country, while the reverse held true of dry support. In 1912, the
rural areas went dry by a margin of 40 par cent, but in the cities the
margin was only 8 per cent. Five years later, the counfryside was

o

still dry, by 19 per cent, but the urban centres voﬁéd vet by 13 per
cent.

To an extent, the reygional patterns reflect the rural-urban
split over prohibition but regional factors are also at work. One
clearly important feature of the table is the consistenf ordering of
regions in terms of the differential bestween dry and wet sentiment,

On each occasion fhe Georgian Bay and Lake Ontario regions weré tha
most pronounced areas of dry strength; Western Ontario was somewhat

less ardent in its support for prohibition, but it was consistently

ahead of the other regions., Next in terms of tenperance voting wes

53!t was widely believed that women weare far more avid in
their support for temperance than men. The results of the 1894 vote
confirm this viaw; although only 35,7 per cert of eligible women
voted, they were in favour of prohibition by a margin of better than
six tc one,



-
[S)Y
1

the Golden Horseshoe, with Eastern Ontario consistently less amenable
to prohibition by several percentage points. The relatively low

level of prchibiticnist sentiment in Eastern Ontario was due to the
l2rge number of French-CanadEans,SI+ who were not the least enthused
about prohibition, Weakest in their opposition to the demon rum were
Toronto and Northern Ontario. The frontier character of the North as
well as its high orcportion of French Canadians and others of non-Anglo
Saxon origin were key factors in the weakness of temperance zeal there,
This ranking scarcely varied over three decades, suggesting thz tenac-
ity with which prokibitionist values werelhe!d among certain segments

. |
of the populatior., it also suggests important attitudinal continui-

-

/

ties underlying the host of sociai and political changes which charac-
terized the ysars 18g4-1924,

- Table iV-6 presents the simple correiation of party vote shares
with the strength o wet and dry opinion in the various plebiscites for
the years 1890-1905 and 19i%-1923, in the first period, Liberal, Con-
servative and Patron voting was positively associated with dry strength,
but virtually unreiated to wet strerngth, Since ro party wished to
align itself publicly with the wets, and since the drys were far better

organized, and more cohesive, this is not surprisirg,

5L*Outside of Torontco and Hamilton, the ridings most strongly
and most consistently opposed to prohibition wers Prescott, Russe’l,
Nttawa East, Waterloo North, Windsor, Essex North, Sturgecn Falis,
Sudbury, Cochrane and Nipissing., With the exception of Waterloo Nortn,
each of these ridings had large ceoncentrations of French-Canadians,

In 1911, slightly more than 75 per cent of the residents of Waterloc
North were cf German origin, far and away the largest corncentration in
the province,
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L temperance agiisticn grow, botn parties found their 19045
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cal problems incigznous to built-up areas, but the condlict beitween iha

popoa diccussion of the wtility of Tonnien? ¢
contemporary social scierce, see W, G, Runcim L
Th

Political Corv, Eecond 2aition (Cimbri-qe:
Press, 1905), 15i-5,



cities and the countryside over social and palitical hegemony lcoms
equaliy large in potential political import, From the rural point of
view, the rise of the cities may pose a serious threat to the moral
well=-being of society, while the rural influence may be seen by urban
interests as retarding proper growth and development., This is cer-
tainly true of Ortario,

Toble 1¥-7 presents data on the percentage of Untarians re-
siding in rurel and urban places since 1851, The growth of the urban
segment of the population is continuous, but two periocds stand out with
particularly high rates of urbanizevion: 1871-1911, the years cof
initial industriaiization, and, to a lesser extent, 1941-1961, another
period of rapid industriciization, Not only nas the population of the

ruial areas declined reiatively, but in some cases the decline was

absolute, Yet the bald statistics of the table cannct convey the

qualitative aspects of urbanization: in recent decades lifestyles and
attitudes throughout the nrovirceis rural areas and villages have

tecome so closzly akin to those characteristic of the large cities as
to call the very notion of & rural-ursan distincticn into question.

The political impact of the new city-dwellers was, untiit well
into the present century, less pronounced than the weight of numbers
might suggest. Scme harboured iliusions about returning to the farm,

and so maintained their rural cast of mind; others were too impoverished

B4, . . . . -
““Renneth Westhuss and Peter R, Sinclair, Village in Crisis

(Toronto: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 197&), 110-12.




TABLE IV~
RURAL - URBAN COMPOZITION OF ONTAKIO 1851 - 1971
Yercentages

Tear Rural Urban

1851 86 14
1861 81 19
1871 783 22

1831 2 30
1501 61 39
iaol &Y 43
1ol b7 53
1921 L2 58
1951 39 61
1941 38 62
1951 % 29 7%
1061, 21 79
1971 i¢ &2

P A o, N A . .

LU O uY'nan intlunec sk

)

# Pricr to 19<1 the consvo 0 L
incornsrated niocens in 1930 Lt was clangid to incluode all
built-~up ylafo of 1,000 ar Moy ong. Jince uvnincorporzted
suburbs, the yrwnolzal areas affiecr by the change, wer2 not
extensive until aftar

Fl

U’)

Nel

<t D

2» the 3ccond World “ar, thls definitional
change results in un Lty minor distortions in the comvarability
67 vre- and post-1951 figures. Undar tke old definition, the
1951 and 1961 znwal fl»urcs would have been L0 per cent and
42 per cent respectively.

Scurces 1851~ 1951: calculated ixom Jacob ~b]b, Jrban

D@g”lpnmpgyvigwi)\ th-Cant: inta (1oru)Luz cClelars
and Stewart, 1972, first 7 e 1955), 139, table XIiIl.

1907: Census of ,anbda, 1961, ‘talo'ue 92-~536, i2-2,

Cc
1971y Census 0of Canada, 1971, catalogue 92~709, 10-2.




to organize effective]y,57 while those in the new middle classes viewed
the urban masses more as threats than as potential allies. 1In short,
no community of interest cr viewpoint united the disparate elements of
the urban population; the statistical cateqory did not correspond to
socioleogical reaiity. Not so the rural population; indeed, the most
oovious initial peiitical outgrowth of urbanization was the farmers’?
opposition to it,

By the 18380's, the turgeoning urban centres had replaced
foreign trade as the principal source of farm income, and the varied
needs of the urban markezts encouvraged far-veaching diversification of

ntario agriculture, This in turn ted to increased mechanization, as

the chronic snortage of seasonzl labour was ‘ntensified by heightencd

o Tarm impiements, togeiher

-
s
{

manpower requirements,” Thus the demnana
with the improved productivity accempanying the new forms of husbandry,

59

fostered industrial expansion and urbanization, The farmer, in short,
was being inextricably bound inte the urban-industrial economy, bhecom-
ing heavily dependent on the cities both for markets and supplies.

This ever deepening interrelationship between the farmer and the forces

of the urban market economy brought about what had been described as

"the breakdown of the traditional rural life based on a large degree

o At the Turn of the

Grag Kealey, Working Class Toron
ferenita:  Hew Hogtown Press, 1573

et

Century

O
SbD.A. Lawr, 'The Development of Ontario Farming 1870-19ik,
Patterns of Growth and Change,' Ontarioc Histcry XLiV {December, 1972),
24, | ' )

59s ] § o - e
pelt, Urban Development, 155,



of local independence and self-sulficiency.! In addition, ''the spread
from the cities of their modern technology and stendzrds of living,
tarming still was rural depopula-

; Lo 60
homogenized rural living,! More o

t seeming goveinmeni indifierence

(%)
=
D
-
o

tion., Profound disquiet wa
to the massive shiti of pepulation from the country to the towns and

cities, Every rural ares of the province, save ihe newly opencd norih,

.\'!

had Leen undergoing population decline since the 1820's, This migra-

tion was deplored on social as well as on eccnomic grounds, Socially,
the loss of good rural folk, and especially ithe young, symbolized the
braakdownrof rural values, znd the 1oz o the countrysida's social
ard poiitical guidance of the province'!s affairs. The farmers were
convinced of the moral superiority of ;hoir Tifestyle over thot vound

e Taprerst incieasing economic -

in the decadent cities, in addifine, |
interdependence with the cities forctd {ien to Wirn their organiza-

tional efforts away from traditional goais -of improved production pro-

e PR . . 62 .
cesses, to concentrate insiead on the system of distiibution, vitvich

0]
wn
N

in turn raised fundamental political issue

festaticn of agrari

ﬂ
2
i
&
o
0
i

H

in the 1890's the poiiticai mani

he Great

cr

tent wes the Patrons of industry movemeni, in the wake cf

War, the same social processes - though sudstanilisaliy advanced and

60 . C : .
W, R, Young, ""Conscription, Rural Depopulation and the

io, 1917-19," Cavazian Historical Review LITE (Sep-

Ffarmers of Oncari
tember, 1972), 299,

61

{bid., appendices A and b,

2 . . . C . T
Marion Jean Mclend, "Agriculiure and FPelitics in Ontario
Since 1867," unpublizhed Fh.D. thesis, University of London, 196},
125, :
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thus more potent - gave rise to the United Farmers of Untario, .

Meither of thess rural rescticns to urbanizaticn had any strong, en=

[94]

during impact on the political laerndscape, and the cities continuad

to grow in size and in volitical import., Not until the upsurge of
the CCF in the 18404y, however, did ths cities come to adopt anything
resembiing a distinctively urban political viewpoint,

In the post-war years, the CCF~NDP has continued to champior
the interest of the urban working classes, ard additional aspects of
trbanization have poverfully intirudod upon the political agendas of
all poarties, Growth vates Tor the province's cities and tovwr: have
varied greatly, so that, as is ilhe case for the province gencraliy,
the social and political issuss rais=d hy increased population relzte

-

P . . . . . - o N o
far more to wneven distribution than o total volume, Mithough Tow

rural areas have actuzlly lost popuiation, thiroughout theé provirce

—

rt

bt

ja R
1

the non-farm component has arown as the farm component deciined,
ing vo mutual antagonism rooted in both iifescyle and economics.
Issues such as the disposal of urban waste in rural sites, and the
disappearance of farm land have pitted the cit;es directly against
rural interests.

In municipalities with extensive zuburban development in arecs
which not so long ago were rural or semi-rural, population increases

engerdered serious social and political pireblens, placing tremendous

63

“Ontario's Chanaing Population, 1, 77,

“ibig., 26-30.



pressure on outmcded forms of local government, As well, smaller

rural municipalities have been unable fo provide an adequate renge of
services. Regional government was a logical administrative response
to these problems, but it entailed sweeping, oftentimes unpalatabie
poii%ical changes unforeseen by many participants, let alone the gen~

eral nubiic,

Rural-Urban Electoral Patierns
In sum, urbanization has wrought many crucial politica
b o
chanyes, oniy some of which are discernikble in rural-—urban voiing
¢ 3 b 4

tterns, Still, as the data in Table 1V-5 illuctrate, an examina-

m
=i

P
tion of party vole shares, as tabulated by rural and urban yidinngs,

2 R b
T !

is an enlightening exercisc, nese data suggach Lhat o cruycial factor

underlying a good dexi of the veriation in regicnal voring patierns is
the area's rural or urban character,

Table I1v-8 sets out party vote and turnout according o ruval-
urban composition, Urban ridings were defined as those with at least
75 per cent of the population living in urban areas; rural ridings

Ridings

—
31
ai
[e3)
W
.

were those with a tike proportion resident in rura
falling between these cut=-off points vere designated as mixed. Since
party vote and turnout in these ridings almost invariably fell hetween
the levels in the rural and the urban ridings, they were excluded

e
(629 e . . )
These definitions are admittedly arbitrary; for a somewhar
similar classification system, see Leurence S. Grossman, 't !'Safe!
Seats: The Rural Urban Pattern in Ontario,' Canadian Jourral of

Economics and Political Science XXX (August, 1963}, 36/7-71.
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Prumy VOPE SHARES LND TURFOUT

FRRIY

ACCORDING 70 RURAL~URBAN COXPOSLTICH Or RIDING

LILERAL CONSERVATT YV THIRD PURNGUT N

Ye -~ Urban Rural Urban  Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban  Rurad
1867 25,5 32.2  Z7.5  37.9 5h, 1 76,2 3 5G
1871 27.5 30.1  26.7  29.9 ;Hoz €2.3 7 55
187 26.1 33,2 27.8 32,7 58,2 68,4 7 GG
1879 23.7  33.9  27.2 315 53,2 65,4 7 A
1863 2.2 35,1 S84 34,9 53.8 70,1 6 ~1
1886  2i.7  35.3 33.9  23.5 68.1 69,4 6 A1
1890  28.6 3.7 27.8 32.1 64,9 66.5 5 62
180! 31,1 2.6 35.8  30.€ 20,7 67.5 69,4 10 65
1895 3.5 3504 3.2 g 70.9 . 75.8 10 L1
1902 22,5 236 55,6 351 65,0 7.6 10 65
1905 30,7 3.8 343 6.5 71,3 L0

1908 3249 LY 378 617 71.5 i2

1931 5310 20,9 S0 i 4 e, 1 9

jait 5P.2 31,6 560 g0, 0 68,4 15

1907 il roL9 o 2BLy SUIA 66,5 ThLp 15

1627 Qo 10,0 2 30 . 2O 36,7 23 ! £i
1926 16.0 3249 0.8 32.3 i G101 68,1 50 L7
1929  13.3 29.5  29.2 34,3 28,0 L, 2 9.4 23 Lz
1934  29.9 42,9 27.8  30.9 1205 65.5 75,7 25 24
1937 30.6  L0.6  zE5.8 32,2 2.9 66,1  7L.3 25 a6

N

1943 12.6 24,0 20,1 AT 19.4 13, 52,2 60,2 27 24
ighs  16.1 27.8  20.1  35.2 18.1 9. (2.3 73.3 27 25
1948  14.3 28,4 25,7 32.7 25.0 Q. (5.2 9.2 27 ol
1951 15.5 27.8  27.7  38.9 16.6 7. (0.9 1.1 27 24
1955  18.¢9 27,0  25.1 3742 14.3 7 55.9 3.3 40 26

Ao oo Ne = Ne] e 0\O Ch
(o :;"
~3 =3 ON OO ONNT O

1959 1¢,1  26.7 22,86 34,8 b1 08 55,0 7.2 N 26
1°u 20,86  27.2 26,8 35,8 12,6 6. 6G o7 7.9 5l 2E
196? 19.8  25.1 25,4 33.3 19,5 8. 6l , 8 7k &6 v
1??¥ 19,2 24.? 31.8 33.3 21.1 14, 22.4 30; 64 27
9v5 21,5 28,6 22,9  28.6 21.0 i3, £5,9 0.9 72 19
1977 18,3 26,0 2h.5  29.7 20,2 13, 62,8 69.1 72 19
The Conservatives flelded virtually complicte slates of candidates {(no wore
than three legs tharn ke N's in the final columns) in each election, zave
1894, when Tit:y nomanated in 48 rural ridings. The Liberals presented

complete slates except in the Toliowing elections (aumber cf candidates
in urban and rural ridings): 1694 (10,57 ) 1014 (1:2,53); 1919 (52.34);
1923 (14,3315 1926 (19,29); and 1925 (24,36€). The r~'r3 ns had 35 Tural
candidases. The URO had S0,49.17 and 11 candidates 1t el cidi s
the four elections begiﬂning in 1919, Trere were 17 urb
in 193k and 19 in 1937: in rural seats the ﬂumbwr

for the elcetions from 1648 Lo 19¢3 were 17,14,1
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from the table,

The most striking finding to emerge from the table relatsas

to turnout, AT each election since Confederation, turnout has Lcoen
higher in rural ridings than in urban, often by a substantial margin.
Rural turnout has always been greater than 60 per cent, whercas in

the cities, it has bLeen below that leveil on twelive occasions, and in
tiiree elections, it fell to tess than 50 per cent. In addition, rural
ridings have experienced Tar less voiatility in turnout. On only four
occasions has turnout in the rural ridings risen or fallen by as nmuch
as ten per cent Trom one election to the next; n the urban areas,

{ifierences of 15 per cenZ or highe: have cccurred sight times,

A su;p?:ion that the low turnout in urban arecas was ofien pri-
mariiy a refleciicn of low voter participation in Toronto was 56:
éupperted, Turaout in Otiawa, Kingston, Lorden, dHamilton and Winosos
has been every bhit as lew as in Toronto throughout provincial hiswery.
In addition, low turnout is characteristic not oniy of urban.areas but
also of suburban areas; a5 Table IW-3 denonstrates, since World War i,
the rate of turncut has been very similar in the city of Tcrormte =nd
in its suburbs (prior to the First World War, the 'suturban' ridings

66

still had substantial rural components}).

663!056 inspection of returns from particulariy well-to-co
sections of Don Miiis and York Mills ridincs reveel a substantialiy
higher rate of turnout than thrcughout the suburban areas genzrally.
Simitarly, tha weil-healoed Forest Hili and Rosedale districts (in-
cluded in 'icity'y record far higher turnout levels than the downtown
areas to which they are linked by the so-called 'strip' ridings.
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TABLE  TV-9

TURNOQUT IM TCRONIC 1919 ~ 19735

Year City Suburbs
1919 57 63
19r3 32 33
1926 6k 59
1629 40 42
197 65 67
1537 63 67
195] 53 51
1945 65 6"
1048 58 66
1951 60 {1
1555 56 S
3959 53 bi
10013 64 =9
1967 £3 5
1971 69 74

1975 6L 57
1677 63 64

"City" is defined ty Kegion 19 , Tier 1, e :
are defined by Regicns 20 and 21, Tier 1 (Appen



The higher level and greater stability of turnout in rurai

Ontario may owe something to the mobility of city~dwzllers comparce

/

to the social cohesion and stability chaiacteristic of rurel area

i

These factors perhaps contribute to greater involvement in political
affairs in the countryside (often for their entertainment value) and
also to the moinitenance of inferest through greater familiarity with
political figures and party organizers,

Over the past few elections, turnout in the cities has not
been so volatile as in tha past, end (5 level hes been closer to that
experiencaed in tha rural areas, thouth an urban-vural differential is
stitl present,

fn the (relatively few) urben ridings, the Conservatives held
a ¢light edge in vete shere cver the Lib-rals during the nincteenth
century. rrom che turnm of the century unvull rhe Dey sion‘1n|>
margin was far more substantial, often 10 per cent or better, in both
1934 and 1937, the Likerals outpoiled the Cnnservatives in the urban
areas, but not by the seme extent as in the countryside. With the
rise of the urban-oriented CCF in 1943, the Tory lead in the cities
and towns declined somewhat, Lui, with the division ir opposition
forces, it remained laryge enough to win them a handsome mzjority of
the trban seatslin the post-War era: from 1983 to 1971 the Torices
won 205 urban seats, the CCF-MDP 75 and the Liberals 63 (see Tabie

W-10), in overall terms, the Liberals and the CCF-NDP have been

-

closely matched as to urban voting strength: from 1943 until 194§,

the CCF was substantially more popuisr in the cities than the Grits:



betwean 1955 and 1963 the reverse was true, and since 1967, the
parties’ vote shares have been of very similar magnitudes, These
figures, however, mask an importent difference: the Liberals in-
varigbly attract. a lower share of the vote in Toronto than in other
urban centres while the CCF-NDP usually Tares better in Toronto than
in the rest of the province's urban ridipgs. In recent eleciions,
these differentials have become exceedingly slight.

In the province's rural areas, the Liberals enjoyed a very
S narrew margin over the Conservatives untii 1905, Though the Grit voie

share never exceeded that of the Tories by more than 2.4 per cent,

this nonetheless provided the Liberais with great numbers of seats,

[l

far mere than ware needed to overcome their disadvantage in the citi
The {onservative victory in 1905 was largely pade passible by tha
turnabout in rural voting patterns: the slim Grit 1zads of the nine-
teenth century were reversed into & Conservativa plurality larger than
the Liberals had ever mounted, <o that the Tories carried the lion's
share of the rural seats. The Conservatives did exceptionally well
in the urban centres in 1905, Lut without their dramatic successzs in
the countryside, they simply could not have carried the ¢lection.
Though it is true that the Conservatives outpolied the Liber-
als by a comfertable margin frém 1905 on, as the table demcnstrates,
the Torles increased their vote share conly stightly., Perhaps more
significantly, the Liberals' vote share in the rural ridings declinad
somewhat, but remained ciose to the range it had occupied in thz

nineteenth century: from 187! to 1902 the range was 20.1 to 35.4
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pe- cent, and fram 1905 to 1229 (with the exception of 1819 and 1923
when the UFC cut severcly ‘nto the Liberals! aararian support) it
was 29.5 to 3239067 This stands in marbed contrast to the substan-
tial deciline in lLiberal vote share in the urban centres,

From their initial victory until 1934, the Conservatives con-
sistently bestad the Liberals in both votes and seats, though their
margins of victory were not so impressive as in the urban centres,

In 1934 and 1937, Hepburn won overwhelming victories in the country-
side, but these successes did not carry over into the war-time clec-
tions., Despiic a precipitous drop, the Liberals held their own with

the Conservatives in 1943 (in votes if not in scats), but fell several

percentage points behind the Tories in 1945 and 1948, This merqgin

widenea o 10 percentage points in 1551 and remained a3t this ifevel
until 1975, Throughouti the post-war period, the overall attranctlive-
ness of both the Liberals and the Conservaitives in the countryside
was relatively steble; the ranges of their vote shares were 2.7 and
6.2 percentage points (until 1975, when the Conservative vcte share
fell well below earlier levels), This greater {aggregate) stability
in the rural ridings, together with the much stronger presence of the
CCF-NDP in the urban centres has meant that the rurail seats have

b2

f

generally been much safer than urban seats, and kinder to t

67if these vote snares ara adjusted for turnout, the differ-
ential is somewhat increasad, Lut the party's share of the tctal
electorate is at least as valid an indicator of the unceriying nro-
cesses as the share of the votes cast.

o
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incumbent members as well, As “or the CCF~NDP, save perhaps its
initial success in 1943, it has never fared particularly well in rural
ridings, in view of its unmistakably urban membership and ideology,
this is hardly surprising, Throughout the 1950's, the party failed to
nominate in substantial numbers of rural seats. In 1971 the NDP ex-
perienced a quantum leap in rural support, to nearly 15 per cent of the
electorate.

As Table 1Y~10 illustrates, the electoral system has a tend-
ency tc magnify differences in popular vote into more substantiai
(and more visible) advantage in representation in the legislature,
Thus in the Mowat years, the Conservatives' legislative contingent
was more urban than their electoral support warranted. Conversely,
elected Liberal members have been, throughout orovincial history,
proportionately more rural tiian the party's vote, in the dark days
since 1905, this has engendered a politically debilitating vicious
circle: despite progressive urbanization, the Liberals' members have
been largely rural in orientation, in turn reinforcing the urban
electorate's reluctance to consider the party as a genuine alterna-
tive. To an extent the party has broken out of this bind, though in
1977 only one Liberal was returned from Toronto. The CCF-ND# has had
to c;ntend with a similar problem, Since the party has only carried
one rural riding in Southern Ontario - and not many more mixed

ridings - the party's elected representatives have been severely

68

Grossman, ''Safe Seats,'' 371,
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TABLE 1IvV-450Q
SEATS WON BY PARTY ACCORDING TO T7PE OF RIDNING

Yoot Urhan Mired Rural Rural-liorth Lixed~lNorth

Blection L ac T L ¢ T L ¢ T L ¢ T L ¢ 7
186 2 6 L 6 33 ?0 i
18?Z 3 5 5 5 35 28 1
1875 2 6 10 4 36 27 1
1879 2 6 9 5 "6 18 1
1883 2 6 9 6 37 2 1
1886 3 6 10 6 Ly 2i 2
1890 . 3 6 25 38 2L 2 1
18004 5 6 i 6 2 29 17 15 2 1
1608 3 8 13 8 35 20 3
1902 1 10 6 13 39 23 3 2 i
1905 3 8 6 16 16 2 3 1
1908 1 14 5 20 14 LA 5 5
1911 15 5 20 16 Dbl 1 Iy 3
1630 Loo15 6 20 3 b2 z L 3
1919 7 8 1w 3 3z 710 33 3 3 1
1923 2 17 4 21 4 L 32 13 3 2 3
1928 1 29 Lo 23 1 i7 13 13 14 5
1929 30 6 21 8 32 5 5
1934 12 11 1 28 3 20 3 3 7
1937 15 10 26 6 17 6 3 6 1
1943 1 10 14 6 15 10 8 13 1 1 2 7
1945 3 22 2 27 2 6 16 i 1 1 2 5
1948 L 7 14 2 27 3 6 15 2 1 2 2 3
1951 3 23 3 26 1 2 19 3 6 1-
1955 3 34 3 L 24 L 19 3 L
1959 13 26 5 4 20 L 19 3 1 3
1963 + 12 35 7 3 21 6 17 2 1 103
1967 15 36 153 b 13 1 6 17 1 02 1 2 1 3
1971 9 42 15 3 1 6 17 ) 2 2 2
1975 16 26 30 12 1. 2 6 10 i 2 2 0z 4
1977 14 29 29 12 14 § 10 1 2 2 4L 2



hampered in thoele attenpts 1o eslantish fhemselves as symretheiic

Lo, and knowiecgeable of, rural interests, This has coniribuiad o

€9

Industrializotion

g)

L)

sty after Confederation, thoroughgoing industriaiization

£

Legan in Onteric, and by ihe Creat War, the mainspring of the provinca's

industry. In the process s

onrer agriculiure, bt
sizonble drban work force was creatced.  Since tnen, the extzrt and the
natvre of irdusrvizal production, and wivh then, coccupational structure,
have changed substantially.  Though ltess of a 'critical juncturer tihan
in Lurope, where it marked a dramatic breal wiwh ¢ caaturies-old scoio:
coonon e siructure, industrisiization and its attendant sceial changes,
conteined the poiertias of imoortant political deveiopacnis,  dnly in
part has (his potential beon reatized,
These political chenges srem from the fact that vhe politicaid

pricrities and programnes suited to ac agracian sociely ars simply not
retevant 1o ihe problems of ar industrial cociety. As tranit £ Myers

has put ity "“the (ocic of industrializetion if to creaie differert

valuse ovientations among aifferent cocial classes, ' Several
features of industrialization promote potl 3OS

’ £9.,

fhe CCP-HDP Ban wor 113

idings in Mevihern CGnt but

e et o vidings b the proviacets

Wesiarn
1970)



economic irequality and exploitation, rendared visibie by a new
stratification system preniced on income and cccupational crestige;
the large numbers of workers relying on forces and persons beyond their
conirol for even the opportunity of earning a2 living; horrendous work-
ing and living conditions in impersonal factories and wretched slums;
and trade union aryanization and repression. In Karl Deutsch's mure
genzral terms, ths "=ocial mobilizetion' associated with industrializa-
vion ©hripngs about & change in the quality o7 politics by changing the
- .o : it A
rang= of human needs that impinge upon the poiitical process, !
Yet electoral change is not automatically wrought by the advent
of industrialization and related processes of social mobilization, Al-
thoughy political parties are usually seen as the reflections of social
divisicons, they themseives exert a powerfui influence on the politi-
cization of cleavages and issues., finis is ecpzcially true for the
emergence of class politics in an industrializing sociely:
farge collectivities become class structured only if they are class
persuaded, The most likeiy and apt 'persuvaderi! is the party (or the
union) playing on the class appeal resourczs. In any case, ideolog-
ical persuasion requires a powerfully organized netwerk of communi-
cations. . .whenever the class appeal outweighs the religious appeai;
this is not because class is an Yobjective reality"; rather, this is
becduse the idecloygy of class wine the 'belief battle't, in conjunc

tion with the prevalience of a new organizer, the mass party, over The
former organizer, the church,

7]Varl W. Deutsch, ''Sccial Mobilizaticn and Political Develop-
ment, ! American Political Science Review LV (September, 1961), L97.
7z T L o e
Gicvanni Sarferi, "The Sceinlogy of Pariies: A Criticn! Review, " in Ovic
Stammer, ed., Party \vst s, Porty Crganizations cnd the Politics of ih

e
i 8] T

('ﬁ€IMU!}ﬂIG[~,OnFeTGHCL on foix cal Sociology, Heriin, 1700), 16 and T8, or p;rue;

as independent vaiiables vis @ vw»xxnu{pwoceﬁes, see 1LJ ld.ﬂu& and D KRB
"Social Cohesion, Political Parties and Strains in Regime
Si-dies 1 (Octobar, 1769}, 7-10.

i
“C U.nl‘JUxL 1' /-3 !'LJ‘| ‘:*:1
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Moreover, the energence of class politics in the electoral arena hy

no means entails a working class party after the fashion of the
British Labour Party. Accommodation of working class demands by cne

73

of the ex ing parties is a distinct possibility. In large meas-

s depends on the amicabflity and flexibility of the existing

vre, th

parties, togecther with the rate, extent and militancy of werking class
Over the past Tew Jdecades, Canada's record of labour unrest
; e s . . e s 7h .
ranks ameong the highest in Western industrial societies, but the

nolitical manifestations of this economic confiict have been rela-

viveiy mild.

m——
r
i

Ca ngs

Some of the pie-conditions of industrialization and class
politics were coming into placa during the Union period. Among these
was the development of a ''capitalistic labour ma;ket“, an essential
crareguisite to sxtensive capitalistic expansion. The crucial eieme
in this prccess was the errival of great hordes of lrish peasants in
the 1840's, who, unlike earlier immigrants, preferred wage smployment

tc the prospect oi bacceming an independent farmer. In addition,

John Wilson, ''The Canadian Political Cultures: Towards &
Redefinition of the thur» of the Canacian Political System,' Lanadian

Jovrnal of Political Sciernce vil ({September, 1974}, Lg3,

7hStuzare Jamieson, Timez of Trouble: lesbour Urrest and |
fii i i966 [Grtewa:s Queen's Printer, 57
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restrictive land policies had fostered a landless labourer class

An industrial proletariat was slow in emerging, however, because in-

dustrial activity was still restricted in scope. The continuing

.

primacy of commercial forces little interested in industrial endeav-
ours meant that manufacturing in Ontario, in the years frem 1850 to
1880, '"mreserved by and large many of. its characteristics from the

-

preceding pe\riod“,"6 most notably the small size of the establish-
ments,

Asveariy as the 1820's and 1830's rudimentary trade unions
were appearing, but in the typical pattern of nascent unionism, organ-
ization was iargely limited tc skillied crafosmen. For a jood many
years, indeed until well into the present century, smali craft unions
remained the norm. One labour historian has recently written that a
eonscious working class movement! had beer brought into existence in
/7

Central Canada by the decade of Fonfpderat‘on This mevenent, hovi-

ever, was almost exclusively confined to skilled and semi-skiliad
craftsmen. Furthermore, as the rise of the industrial system endang-

ered the status of these skilled artisans, their unicns exhihbitad not

75H.C. Pentland, 'The Development of a Capitalistic Labour
Market in Canada'!, Canadian Journal of Economics end Political Science
XXV (Novemoer, 1959}, %64, 472 Gary Teegle, 'Land, Lahour and Capitail
in pre-Confederation Canada,!'' in Teeple, ad., C%ElLu}EQM and The Nat-
ional Question in Canada (Toronto: Uriversity of Toronto, 1972), 59-52.

76

Spelt, Urban Development, 124,

77Steven Langdon, ''The Emergence of the Canadian Working Ciass
Movement, 1845-1875," (part 2}, Journai of Canzdian Studies Vii (Aug-
ust, 1973),
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solidarity but rather hostility toweras the unskiiled factory hands

st
78 . .
threatening their jobs, Prior to the 1830's, in short, nothing
approximating a large cohesive proletariat existed in Ontario. Work-
ing class activity was largely insignificant, and what did occur was
as misch in detfence of the status quo as in opposition to it, Frofes-
sor Wilson remarks, in such a pre~industrial society, there are no
hints that 'political 1Tife turns upon questions of economic equality,.
Nor should there be, because the circumstances of pre-industrial and
evan beginning industrial society are not such as to raise these
issues '’

industrial! society was not long¢ in coming, The small werk~
shops vun by skilled artisans scattercad throughout the province gave

*

ay, during the 18807¢ ang 1590's, to large impersonai factories,

o

ar

[
-

. . . AT - T B o
which primarily employed unskilled labcur. b iaite has sug-~

gested that ‘many of the characteristic features of an industrial

[2

society came into existence, one might aimost say, at one greut bound,

&1

78,
Cinid., 22.
79’.1' T 1. AL IE RIS ~ Frppeeae Mok
Jilson, "Canadian Politicel Cultures,' 452,
0. . . R
5 Spelt, Urban Sevelobpment, @h-7f se@ aiso E.J. Chambers and
G. Bertram, 'The Lozalization of Manufd uring Activity in Central
Canada, i870-1890,'" CPSA Conference on Statistics, l96h Papers on
Regigna! Stztistical Studies (Toronto: Wniversity of Toronto Press,
TN

260), 22555,
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5 the catalfyst in Ontario’s industriai ygrowth. As

s

1]

railways served

s

yet unsuliied by consciidation or abandonment cf cverextended lines,
the raiiways reacned the zenith of their influence in the years im-
mediztely preceding the Great War, This influence was most notable
in the concentration of manvfacturing in the larger urban centres, and

the concemitant declinie cf emoller towns and villages., Exigencies of

t

ause 2nd effect to the economies of

O

railway transport steod both as
scale and the proxmivy to markets which encouraged the growth of large

. 8z

feetories in the cirties.
With the advent of the new industrial order ''the old graduated
renge of social orders in the towns, from unskilled labourers through
artisans and chonkazpers to gentlenmen, becsme much more plainly polar-
Coed rre 1 ass ot Cepl . 83
ized inte two ma:n class groups representing either numbars or power’,
Though it is easy to reify the often ili-definzd socizal and economic
antagonisms of the day into a clear-cut ciass strugsle, the nascent

middie and working classes Trequently did find their interests or values

&t odds. '"Most of Cntario’s middle class,'' one histcrian has remarked,

'hyas newly risen to its position in the peiitical and sociai life of

the province, 't teared the challenge represented by a class so alien

8:—
<y r

warren R, Blaud, The Chenging Lecation of Metal-Fabricating
and Clothing Industries in Scuthern Qntario, 1881-1932, Ontario Geo-
craphy (1G75), 34-57,

82, . . . . ) R - . . . .

“iM S, Coreless, ''Some Aspects of Urhanization in Mineteenth
Century Qrtzrizs,” in F.H. Armstrong, H,A., Stevenson, J.D, Wilson, eds.,
Aspects of Nineteenth Century Cntario: tssays Prasented to James J.

Taliman (Toronto: University of iorcato Press, 1974), 75.
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to it. This challenge was more imagined than real, for despite, or
perhaps partly because of , the horrendous working conditions and less

than munificent wages which characterized the great factories, very

s
w0
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—
2
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o
3
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little in the way of a cohesive, self-conscious worki
prior to the war,

Religious and ethnic ties frecuently overrode class considera
tions, as did the rural background and modes of thought of many work-
ers, As well, the tariff played an importaui, if indirect, vart in
restraining the development of the Canadian working ciass. By ''exerf- =
ing a continuous downward pressure on the Cenadian standard of Tiving,
[{he tariff7 leads to continuous emigration from Canada and thus a con-
tinunus depletion of the natura! incrsase in-the Canadian lahour
force.”85 This loss of established natrve workers, coupicd with the
influx of unskilled immigrants and farm labcure:s wiiling to accep
lower wages and poorer working conditions, gerious!y ercded the strength
and cohesion of working c<lass organizations,

Many of the most promirent labour organizations in late nine-
teenth century Ontario, such as the Krnights of Labour, were American

unions, These 'internationals! provided imwortant support for econcmi-

cally weak Canadian labour, and found particulariy warm welcome firom

Decarlv, "Prohibition

SDJ,.... Daies, The Fro

ote
opment ({Toronto: University of
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the workers in the burgeoning American branch piants. Howaver, they

distorted the evolution of the Canadian labour movement. The Americen
Federation of Labour craft unionism discouraged indecpendent political
action and fostered a tamer 'business unicnism’ than might otherwise
have developed, particulariy in Ontario. In addition, the carry-over
of American Jurisdictional boundaries between unions, which were orten
inappropriate in Canada, contributed to the chronic disunity of Canad-
ian iabour, ,

The political impact of the working class was sharply restric-
ted because organized labour, which retained much of its earlier crafg
union flavour, was concentrated among the better-paid workers in a
{

limited range of industries. Furthermore. its efiectiveress 'n extend-

ing its constituency, as in developing political power

“
£
£
]
w3
[¢]
@
o
i
t
~

ol

undercut by incessant factionalism and régionalism,

The Primacy of Commercial Capitalism
Despite the growth of industrialism, control of the state
apparatus remained hasically with the mercantile class; fusiop of com-

mercial and industrial capitalism did not occur in fanada te the extent

86See Robert d. Babcock, Gompers in -Canada: A Study in Ameri-
can Continentalism Before the First World War (Toronta: University ot
Toronto Press, 1974), especially chapter 13; for the later pericd sce
John Crispo, Internatioral Unionism: A Study in Canadian American
Relations (Toronto: McGraw-Hill, 1967). ” ”

8 . . . e - N .
7Martxn Robin, Radical Politics and Canadian iabour {Kinaston:
Industriai Relations Centre, 1963), {17. :
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it wid ip the United States, fonfederation to an extent, znd the

Mational Poiicy par excellence, were policies designed to consciidste

mercantile rather than industriazl czpitelism,- The tariff, keystone -

the National Policy, '"was not reeded to protect existing industry,

which was sm21l and highly competitive with imports,..the purpose of

7

the tariff was nect to ‘protect! existing industry but to expand the
scale of the economy by attracting capitalists and blocking the out-

iz

flow of pcpulation.

N

Strong antagonism occasionally surfaced between the merchants

th

and the. industrialists, but very often their interests coincided, a

indeed did their identities.. Stili, commercial capitalism was clearly

—~

dominant, =vern during Ontariol's industrialization.. To an extent,
therefare, iL may be tiue that the industrial working cizes Sad to
enter the political arena Yon the terms anc conditions  set by the on-

going struggle between the pestit bourgeois an {; rcanti!g7 capitai-

0 . .
ists classes, o2 thereby dampening working class cohesicn and

83 . L

This thesis is most fully developed in R.T. Nayloir, !The
Rise and Fall of the Third Comnercial Empire of the St. Lawrence,!
in Tecple, Lapitalism, 1-k1, In more recent writings, Nayior has
backtracked slightiy firom fb.s extreme view, 0On the tro
mercantiie versus industriail capitalism in Canada, see Steve ic
HiSetting Naylor Straight," r'a"\adi-‘m'Dimehsion (!une, 1974), .
Pertland, "Marx and the Canad:an Question,' Canzdian Forum !Jepuary,
197%), wailace Clemﬂnt, rhe Caraaiai Corporate Elite T
McClelliand and Stewart 975) chapter 2, '

9Naylor, “Rise.and Fall,"” 19, .

“TLez A, Johinson, '"The Development of Class in Canada !4 tha
P
Twentieth Century,' in Teeple, Capitalism, L7 _ ' .
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consciousness. By the same token, however, workers perhaps faced far
less intransigent oppesition from the less weil zntrenched industrial
entrepreneurs than was the case in the United States., If the merch-
ants had little use for, and even less in common with, the emerging
industrial! proletariat, neither had they particularly strong reason

to oppose their demands,

A ifess problematical impiication of the primacy of mercantile
capitalism lies in the character of the middie classes, As the work
of Harold Innis made clear, the origins of the Canadian state lay in
the exploitation of staples by large capitai-intensive monopolies or
oligopciies., Geography and economics, 'which favoured individuzl
enterprise afd timited nolitical interferance in the conduct of eccon=~
omic, social and religious affairs over a iarge Lot of the continent,
favoured on this part of the cortinent largez-ccale bureaucratic forms
of organization dependent on wideépread intérvention by the state,”gl
Capitalism, accordingly, came late to Canada, and was 'much mere
fully-grown, typified by the iarge-scaie econocmic orgsnization de-

02

endent upon cutside capital and management and technical skili,!'
P I P g

The upshot has been that ‘'the Canadian middle class has grown up very
p ¢ p y

largely within a bureaucratic structure of power - economic, political,

ecc]esiastical‘“93 The bureaucratization of the middle class, nowhere

iC!ark, The Developing Canadian Community, 9k,
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iadustrialization vrelates to the organizaticn and efficacy of <he

Afrer the virtual cocllapse of labour's political arm, follow-
ing the rout of the ILP in 1923, the political impact of the workin

ciass feil off pracipitousiy until the Depression., Prosperity doubi-

ess contributed to tlic decline in working ciass activism, but so tco

avd the Tallure of thz self-satisfied international craft unions to

mass production and

w

ization, A

ja B
oy
wr
[l
=
[4}]

adapt to rew torms of
assembly lines came to the fore, the estabiished Tabeur organizations

X . . oo _ . - 95
wanted nothing else but to maintain their status and be left alcne;'r
their attituje toviards the growing numbers of unskilied wnrkers was
disdain. in *he Depression the Workers' Unigy Leegue ana the
imdustrial unions of the €10 organized the unc'illed workers, thus
indirectiy-iaving the poltiticel aroundwerk for the rise of the CCF
during the Second World War,

The relationship of the.CCF-NDP to crganized labour and the
concantration of its electoral support ameng the urban working class
were briefly sketched in the previous chapter. The important pcint
ior present purposes is not the substantial support the party has

ennijoyed in its natural constituency, but racher its failure to ax-

tract anvthing like 2 majority electoral foliowing among either

m

killed or unskilled workers. To be sure, what suceess it ha:

~r

55 . . . . oA .

“Tirving Mazrtin Abeiia,; Netionalism, Comnunism and Canadian
Labour: The £10, the Communist Barty 2nd the Canadian Congress of
Lacour, 1935-1956 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1973y, 2,
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attained stems from its working class support, and the coiitical posi-
tion of the working ciass has been most siridently out forwara by the

CF-NDP. Yet the scope and nature of industrial production has con-

(]

tinved to change, so thai workers' political outlonks and the on
the CCF-NOP, as wet! as the reaction to that pelicy on the part of che
general pubklic and the other parties, have been forced to changs age-a.
An idea of the shifts in the province's industrial structure and the
resuliant sccial changes may be gleaned from Tables 1V~11 and 1v-12
‘which present data or the .occupationz! conposition of the Cntario
lTabour force, .
Thoush comparable data erve only avaitaebia Tor 1911 2nd subso-
quent census vears, important changgs stend out cliearly, Farhsps the
foremost change evident From Tab which presenis the overall

cemposition of the labocur force, i3 the docline of zoricuviture, By
P = ¥

-

1971, barely 5 per cent of the Ontaric labour foice was engagad in
agricultural pursuits, down from 29 per cent n 15il. Since the 3Second
World War, the number of persons employed in agriculture has declined
both relatively and absolutely, a5 has agricuiture's contribiinion c
Giross Provincial Precduct, though improvements in productivity have

A H s 1 96 N 4e s

partly counterbalanced the decline in labour force, Uthar occupa-

tional categories have also declined in numerical importrace since the

war, though rot 30 precipitously as agriculture; these inciude

96

3
A g
i

i
Treasury, Fconcmics and Ynterqovernmenial Affairs, Gntsris
Review, 1973, 32, L8-9, 59,

For date on treads in the agricultural sector, see fntaris
- .
i
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manufacturing, transporration and communications, primary and un-
skilled labouring cccupations, In their steed, professional, clerical,
commerce and finance (e2ssentially saies) and service occupation have
increasaed in importance. Though it is net evident in the tables, while
white-csllar middle cless occupations have bscome more significant

! composition has also changed. Specificaily,

<
-
o
o
g
-~
o
ci
o]
3
o]

Aumerical
independent businessmen and other seif-employed members of the middle
class =~ the classic 'petite bourgeoisie! - have undergone a drastic

decline in numbers and in social and political influence.97

afl trend is clear: away from manual, blue-cocllar occupations in manu-

facturing towards white~collar administrative positions and sales and

Y}

service industries. High growth rates in 211 sectors of the ezonomy

have disquisad this shift towards tertiary, service industrizss and the

ls 54

increasing proportion of white collar occupations in the lsbour force ™

The transformation in the scaie and directicn of Ontario's econcmy has

been of xind as much as cf degrez; going 'far beyond increases in

poculation and gross product. [t reaches deep into basic values, life-

' . L . 9g

styles, social composition and attitudes."
The political upshot of these changes accompanying the shift

s

into advanced ingustrial society is crucially important. To the extent

0
~

““For a more detaiied analysis of trends in the composition of
the Oncsrioc labour force, see Shirley P, Green, Occupational Trends in
Gataric 1221-1261 (Torcnto: Ontaric Department of Lebour, i967).

93,

1673 (Toronto:  Ontario Fconomic Council, 1Q74), 1,

.R, Richmond, The Economic Transformation of Gntario, i19L5-




that eccnomic or class interecsts structure political life (which
deperds on a host of social and political factors), the size, power
and viewpoint of the white-collar work force will seriously compli-
cate the transltation of economic issues into clearly defined political

B .

ne initial stages of industrialization, the middle

~

camps., Even in
class played a kay role in muting 'classic! working ciass politics;
this influence has been greatly heidghtened in the wake of the latest
stages of industrial development.

The transition to this new occupational structure has by no
means been uniform, nor has i eliminated the inequalities at the
reart of class politics, Tha rise in the genzral level of income and
weli-being has not been accompenied by any substantial redistribution
of wealth and ?r.come.m0 In gsegrephicr! zerms, festern and Nerthern
Ontario, and a number of smallei regions have been largely by-passed

, -
in the cverall growth and prOfperEty.'OI Cne increasingly important

m
—

sostrce of econcmic irnequality is the positicn of viomen in the econcmy,
Tabte 1V-12 corntains data con the proportion of women in various
occupational cateqories. In marked contrast to the other tables dis-
cussed in this chapter, the most notable pattern here is Tack of

change, The proporticn of womer in-the non-agricultural labour force

increased substantialiy between 1951 and i97i, but before that it

!OUD.R. Richmond, Onterio: A Sociely in Transition (Toronto:
Ontario Economic Councii, 1972}, 53.
- 101 et .
R.H. Frank, 'Whe Bistribuiion of Personal lncome in
Onterio and the Ten Econonmic Regions'', Ontario Economic Review 1V
(Oct.-Nov., 1566}, 3-9. . '




TARLE IV-12

WOMEN I THE ONTARIO LARBOUR FOURCE 1911 -~ 1971
(Percentage of selected categories™)

vyear Total  Total M&P  FProf. Cler. Man., C&F  Serv. P.Sexrv,

non-4
1911 19 25 b Lg ko 26 25 67 69
1921 20 26 5 53 L6 23 i 59 70
1931 22 28 3 46 4g 17 24 61 69
1941a 25 31 7 L2 52 18 31 62 70
195 ng 25 8 32 59 17 36 L >3,
1961 32 33 10 Lo 6l 16 3 50 66
1971 36 37 16 51 70 14 3z 47 b

Total non~A - women as & percentage of the non-agricultural
labour force

% - in the primary, construction and labourer categorieg,

the number of women has always been infinitesimal; in the
agricultural and transportation categories, the proporticn
of women is well below ten percent for all years

Key and source: gee pievious itzble



underwent virtually no change.  The figure for 1921, however, is
somewhat misleading, During the Great War, the proportion of women
in all occupations, but especially in manufacturing, was higher than
it had been in 1911, By 1921, a great many womein who entered the
labour force during war time had volunterily given up their jobs or
were displaced by returned soidiers.]02 Somewhat unexpectedly, the
proportion of women in manufacturing has steadily deciined since 1911,
as has the percentage in service occupations., O0On the other hand,
women have steadily become more important in clerical occupations
and, to a lesser extent, in sales positions. Tne high figure for
female participation in professional oﬁcupations is largely accounted
for by the overwhelming female dominance of teaching and nursing;
hiigher statds Qrofessione1s resamoled the maasgerial anc prcprietorA
category in the proportion of females. ‘Changes have occurred since
1851, and these are retlected in the nigher proportion of wemen in
managerial and proprietor occupations and in'higher status profes-
sional occupations though these remain iargely male ‘:)reserves.}03
industrialization has indeed wrought profound changes in
social structure and in underlying attitudes, Foliticalily, the

effects of these changes are evident in the prominence of issues

]02According to Ceta Ramkhalawansingh, the decads 1901-1911
experianced 2 great increase in the proportion of women in the
labour force; 'Women -During the Great War,' in Janice Acton. Penny
Goldsmith and Bonnie Shepherd, eds., Women at Work: OCntario 1850-
1930 (Torontc: Canadian Womens' Zducational Press, 1974), 263,
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arising from industriaiism. Yet-it is clear from the Toregoing dis~

cussion that the sine qua non for the pclitical realization of tha

social conflicts inherent in early and in advanced industrialization

is an effective vehicle for political organization, The Ontario ax-
perience demonstraies that such vehicles, be they trade unions or

+ .

pelitical partiss, fgce serious prceblems not only in overcoming the

rolitical weight of social conflicts unrelated to industrialization,

T

particuiarly ethnicity and religion, but aisc in coming to grips with

th

political implications of the continua! changes in the nature of

@

industrial society.

Conclusion

over the past century have been mixed. At one extreme, few, if any,
changes took place so rapidly, so precipitously as to occasion social
strain sufficiently serious to fundamentally restructure the society
in-a relatively short period. Still, a good many changes were rapid
enough and profound enough to mount significant ché]lenges to the
existing social order, and over the iong run, to irrevocably alter
tirat orcer. The spurts of industrialization prior to and during the
Great War, and during and after World War Two are obviocus examples,
but by no means the only ones. At the other exireme, end in a sense

perhsps more significantly, change has been an ever-present element

3
(=]
3
r
43}
=
Q
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Q
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0

ty since Confederation and before; gradual though it

may often have been, it has nonetheless been constant, Urbanization,

Qi



atti.udes towards the roie of the state in the economy, and the sociai
importance of religion, to cite only a few examples, all represent
areas of more or less continucus change, though to be sure, the rates
of chenge have sometimes accelerated and sometimes slowed.

The depth and the extent of change must not, however, obscure
the strength of the impediments to change - social fixity - as well as
those elements in the society which have remained largely unaltered
for long periods. The enduring fegacy of the 1837 Rebellions stands
as a striking symbol of such powerful continuitiss, as doss the per-
sistence of rural outlooks and lifestyles,

Politically, tne ranificatiorns of the changes and the stability
are evident, . The decline of religion as a political issue paraliels
its general rednction in zociel impazt, and the growth of the CCF-NDP
and class-oriented politics ara ciear responses to social change pro-
cesses. Yet the political realm also gives evidence of fixity; the
painfully slow development and as yet iimited success of the CCF-NDP
demonstrate the strenath of traditional social and political outicoks,
In sum, important social changes have eventually Qrougﬁt important
changes in the political arenz2; conversely, significant poiitical
changes seem ultimately attributadble to the march of social change.
The translation of sccial change iﬁto political change, howaver, has

not normaily beesn direct or envthing like instantaneous.



CHAFT V: SOME CONSIDERATIOHS OF EMPIRICAL METHODULGCY

This chapter is not intended to be a2 thorcugh suxvav of empiriczl
methodology, nor does it deszl comprehensively wich even the subset of ropics
which are included in the discussion., 1Instead, it highlights cartain key

methedological issues relevant to our data analvels, Many of the problems

Yot

encountered in data analysis are insoluble, Weverthieless, they wust be
confrorted, in order that we have as clear zu understanding s poseible of
the limitations to our amnalysis,

The first topic explered is the use ol aggregate datfa in socisl

science, and specifically in cur sctudy. TFollowing this is a brief discussion

of a rechnique wihich permits the "retriavzl'" or unknown cell values in

contingency tablem from known marginegl tortzls. Sowme of
o [

issucs related to multiple regression analysic .are the

s

A number of secondary consideratiouns relating iw eumpirical methodolozy are
: E > =

ssues, rather

ot
w

el
1)
o
e
Fh
=
gl
e

raised az they occer in the chapters concerned with

than in the more general setting of this chapter,

Virtually all of the data employed in this worlk are aggregate-

lection returus and census statistics, organized on the basis of provineial

. , 1 . . o e s -

constituencies. individual level data, providing informati cn individual
2

voters, wculd have been superiscr for many of our rurpeses, but for most of

1. For a decser

‘iption of the data, their sources and the methods usaed to compilie
them, see Ap

1)
}H

pendix B,

2. For an interesting debate oun the inherent 'superiorit
level data, over aggrepgate, macro level data, in au
Venuda Grunfald and Zvi Griliches, "Is Aggregsticn ?

onomics and Statistics KLIL (February, 1282},
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the pericd under study, such data do wet eulst., Oun the cuber hand, tnz o

as sampiing is not required, and gctual voting decisions, rather then dec ed
oting Intentions or recoilectiong, form the basis of enguiry, aggregate

statistics nossess scme advantages cver individual survey data. Unfcriunately,

the same way nct be sald for even tiiz most carafully ronducted ceonsuses.

Censuses are, after all, surveys, albzit aiwmed at veaching a popularion rather

than cniyv 2 sample drawn from it {and seldor eliciting attitudinal information),
ﬁs surveys, censuses are subject to bias should certzin oypes of persons be
systematically excluded, ard mere significartly, they are alse subject to

bigges inherent in interviaw situations.3 Receat Canadian censuses have

- -

undoubtedly reduced these problems to tolerabis levels, but they may be
serious in ecarlier censuses., Horecvzr, for auxlnurpand, even the wost racent
censuses have serious
Honatheiess, the wmost serious difficu
¢ata arises from the grouping together of individ.als and theivr traits into
single summary measures. On the one hond, iwportint va;iations mav be lost

In the aggregation process. With a unit =25 large as a constituency, this

is inevitably a majer problem ; moreover, short of ewploying smallier unirs,

Hareld W, Watts and John B. Edwards
American Economic Review LVII (Septe

d Informasion Loss’
. The latter pragents
studying wicro

Strong arguments against employing aggregate data for level
t _ hore 1A . . . o
puenomena., A thoughtful paper on aggregate data analysis in policical reszarel

12 Erwin K. Scheuch, "Cross-National homps*isc:s iizing
Subtstantive anﬁ Ma:hodo]ngic, Preblems™ i Richa

Agzregats Dat
Merrict and

".‘J t-

eds., Comparinz Jaticns: The Use of GQuaniital-ve Taca in Lross-Manic
{New Haven ._Yale Universicy FPress, ldbr; i21-103. T N

Je For a good overview of the shortcomings of
}’Gwlndr' From What? Theorics and Methods o
eNally, 197L).

urvey analysis, see Derek Phillips,
Secial Pesearch (Chicago: Kand

3 “ " . » . . ' -
4. Althengh this measurement error s multi-fuacevad, for ow purpose
fmportant source is che

el nuy euncepteal definivions.

v, 1Ls wwosi
acie of covcespondercs Leovean cernsus definitinns
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For example, unless we have sound theoretical or empirical reasoas for
expectiﬁg differences in areas of greater than thirty percent Catholic
population, compared with ridings with less than thirity peccenc, then

dichotomizing the ridings in this fashion is not a valid use of the contextual

variaﬁle approach,

A related problem. stems from the social significance of contextual

P

variables; for social reascns which need net detain us here, it is reasonable

to expect that the numbers of a certain group, say Catholics, votring for =z
‘Pafﬁfin various ridings might be a function of two distinct factors. The
first is simply the proportion of Cathelics in each riding: the seccnd
{contextual) factor is the 'Catholicness' of each riding, for it may be that
the nicher the concentration of Catholics, the greater will bDe their electoral
cohesion (in areas spavsely populated with Catholics, 40 percent of them might
vote for a certain party, while in ridings with hign concentracions of
C%tholics, 70 percent might vote for that party). The prcoblem arises insofar
as although these factors are clearly distinct ;t the.individual lesvel, they
are indistinguishable at the aggregate level. As will shortly bslome evidear,

such interaction effects are the most serious stumbling blocks in the analysis

of "ecological" data.

o

it is important to note a

Before dealing with the ecoclogical failacy
problem inherent in aggregate voting data, even.when only simple descriptive

etics are employed, When we consider electoral results arraved in a

o

stat
time series, with a view to discovering and analysing change processes, it
is all toc ezsy to make what has been called the "assumption of minimal

change', which entails assuming only that chamnge visible as net cheage in

o]
aggregate data.” This is a special, but extremely important case of the

o

9. Philip E. Converse, "The Problem of Party Distance in Models of Votin
. - - . ;
Change', In M. Kent Jeamings and L. Harmon Zeiglec. eds., T x
Process {Englewond Cliffs. N,J., Prentice-Hzl1l, 1966}, 177.
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masking of change problem. A&s 1s so often the case with ccclogical data,

this problem may be observed but wnot resolved, lHowever, the use of one

simple device can remove some of the worst potential misinterpretations.

This is the use ofparty vote relative to the eligible'electoraté rather than

4 ~

relative tu actual votes cast. Since non~voting often figures prominently

in electorsl change, such a procedure automatically includes this very
, . . . . : 10
inpertant infrryweation, without altering the ravics among party vote percentsages.
(v analysis vociusively employs party vote percentages calculated on the
11

basis of all eligiikle «lectors.,

Finally, one important effect of ageregation is the inflation of the
correlation cocefficent. Cocdrness ol fit measuves may be higher fer data

. . ‘ s S 12
orvganized into groupe than fer individual lcver data.

The simple product-moment corve ation cuefficient, employed extensively
in our analvsis, indicates the strvength of the assumed linear relatiomsiip.
(The regression equations convey information on the partial effects of

varicugs independent variabice upon frhe dependent variable.) Since Rehinson's

riicle appeared in 19530, analysts nave recognized that drawing individual

o]

level relationships from correlation ol aggoegete data is hazardous., Less
common has been the realization that the lack of necessary correspondence
between individual and aggregate correlation has two sources. The fizst isg

homogenecous, or erhaps better, non-random grouping of individuals on the
g ” P p > g pLing

10, By way of illustration, in the 19 /5 provinecial election, the Liberal DﬂTiy;S‘
sagre oF the votes cast veose approvimately six percentage pointe; hcinrs
furoect dvopped sharply from 1971 to 1975, so that in terms of the teral

electorate, the pariy’s attractiveness increacsed orly slightly,

11. Tor a brief exploration of. the effects of thic decision, sce Appondix D,

Jan Kmewra, Elements of Economcirics  (New York: MacMillan, 1971)
~8; and Mich el T. Hdunan, Agercoation 5

,
cgation in Sociolcgy

327 ,
. B =94
(Toronto: Lexlnguon Books, 1971), ch. 3.

13, Visval imspoction of scatter plots ensured that, at leasi ©ov bivariate casen,
curvilinear relationships were not wronglw ¢
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P

independent variable. Since people do not settle in geographic districts

in a randow fashion, this is an omnipresent problem for acclogical correlation

though its severity mway vary widely. A much more seriocus problem is that

4

introduced by "aggregation bias', which arises when "the relation between

[\
ui

-we individual varia 3 is stematically differe i1} nt units of
t d Jual riable s systematically different in different t £

wlé

.

aggregation. Recalling the earlier example, what this weans is that if
the provertion of Catholics veting for a party varies according to the density

of Catholics in the riding (or according to some other variable), then

zresent. Another form of aggregation bias is likely of

i
[
e
=
m
[
ju)
ot
Had
&
o
o
’-l a
|8
ted
-

very limited relevance to cur interest in voting analysis: if persons group

ihemselves homogeneously intc zeographical units on the dependent variabie,

g
-

Ythe condition of identical relations within tracts will nct bte met'.
Wirth electoral cﬁoice as our dependent variable, it seemns reascnabie tc
mgké’the following assumption, which will preclude concern over this second
type of aggregation bias: "individuals have been grouped in such a way that
their scores on the dependent variable are unrelated to the aggregation in
which they fall, except indirectly through the scores in the independeur

variable".16

14, John L. Hammond, ""Twe Sources of Error in Ecolngical Correlations',
Awmerican Soc1ologlcaL Review XXXVIII (December, 1373), 765; the
term "aggregation blas'" will be used in this restricted sense; some
authors seem to include non~random grouping on the Independent variable
in their use of the term.

16. W. Fhillips Shively, "'Ecological' Inference: The Use vi Aggregate Data
te Study Individuals', American Political Sc ence Review LXXIY (December,
1969), 1186. v
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reprecuion was drveloped by Leo Szodonm az an alfe

gorietavion,”  aud has been exteaded and selined by Gudnond Lversan,

and Terrence Jjoned nave £1.86 discussed the technique sriin

=L Yo ovoting ana}yéisp]g i is o rely e
of neoression aTory, L8 na stacistical or theoretical wodel
Theao we aood noi be ooasaumptiens
acccnporving rezrecsion analyris vhen 1t o coployed dn statistical Inforeonce

We will ot present o full mathewmaticel exrvosition of the verrizell

2¢; however, vhe folloving discussios raises ~wost of fhe ke pounts

e Table Vol de o o twou-hyeoro o joint paeotan 1Lty table i oabich
1

P oand € denote the otiribores Wogniy? and "Cootranh o toeion’. toth of whiicn

gre composed oL -cwo exbiuctive eirvativoen o asive evencs. Foir o the foumer

the events are “"oiooral™ (LY and Y"Congervative” (G0, ond tle Intier is wade

NI

vp of "Rucoal' (R) and "Urban (0).

i

Table V-1 Joint Prepabilities of Party ald Regicn

|

\

o s wore 25~ bt - et arer Frane s s e emeaa et rrm o it ik i s D ot e e i e et Wa e 5 e g iane d x| s e it at o8 ettt — 1h o wsrn £
. oy i P ;

i) o{L) = p 1 pily = ¢ 9 !
S e . ST 1 - i

17. Len A. CGondiman, '"Some Alternatives ro Ecolopical Covrelacicnse', fmer o
Journel of Zrciolegy LYLV OMay, 12597 E10-25,

18, Gudmund Iversewn, "Recovering Ind Daca In e Frosence of Cooap oy
Tedividual ©Wifecte', Ibid,, LW {Octobrr, 19273, L20-34
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The cell entries are 3oint probabilities, and the margiaal

probabilities are defined sas

P = Pty TR,
PIC) = Pyt Py =P
PR) = Pyt P Ry
PU) = Py * Py =P

The joint probabilities sum to unity. From the values shown in
the cells, we can casily devive conditjonal probaﬁilities, by using the
basic relationship between joint, marginal and conditional probabilities
fér two eventa, A and B :

o /aloy . BANB)

where p(B) is non-~zero, and p(A{B) denotes the probability of the occurrence

of A, given (conditional upon) the cucurrence of B;pfA N B) denotes the

probability of the joint occurrence of A and B, and p(B) denotes the

marginal (unconditional) probability of the occurrence of B. Thus, for

example, the conditional probabiliity that a person will vote Libergl
H k Jr p 3

given that he lives in a rural area, is given by

' P
@ PQLIR) p(R) 1yt Pya >
and similarly,
3y @ry - RELDY iz,
‘ P p(R) P11 T Py f12°

13, Shively, "'Ecclogical'® Inference", and Terrance Jones, "Ecolopricai
“ ad ol - ) . IR
- Inference and E;ectcral Ana}j51§‘, Journal of Tnterdisciplinarv
Historvy 11 (Summer, 1972}, 249-62.




The conditional probabilities, rll and r17’ sum to unity. For an urban
elecror, we obtain
(4) pjy) = REOU)_ -2 = T
= = = r,.,
p(U) Pyy + Poy 21
and
(5) (clyy - REOW P2
’ P p(U) Pay T Py 22 2
~ r4 B
and Ty and Ly, also sum to unity. Employing the two constraints,
Y19 + r12 =1 and 21 + r22 =1, we derive Table V-2, which follows Iversen.&h
Table V-2 Conditional Probabilities of Party and Region
\\\\\\\ 3 Conditioval Probzbilifties Marginal
S,
G *\\\\\\\\ L C Probabilities
Condi~
tional R rll 1 - r11 pl.
Probabi- _
lities _
v F21 LTy Py, =1 =Py,
Marginal =1 -p
Probabilites Pa P2 .1

The key point in applying crdinary least squares in this context

is the recognition that

are licked to the column and row teotals, which are marginal probabilities,

through equation (1). Hence, because the event "being a Liberal" can hbe

20, Iversen, "Recovering Individuel Data', 421-3.

the cell eutries, which are conditional probabilities,

e
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partitioned into the elements "living in rural area" and "living in an

urban area', we can write

L = (LNR)U(LNU)

Then, drzwing upon an axiom of probability theory, pertaining to the uniom

of mutually exclusive event, we may write

plL) =p(LONRY+p@XNU).
Employing the definiticen of conditicnal probability this becowes

p(LlR)p(R) < o Llu)p(U, .

w
~~~
[
~

il

Substituting the entries from the preceding table, we have

Replacing Py withh L = from the preceding table, cur bacic equaticn

becomes

6) = : 1 - .
(€Y p =Ty Py Ty (1-pp)

The discussion thus far has been ccuched in terms of probabilities.
To develop an operaticnal scheme for retwieving cell entries in Tabhle 7-2

re known, the constrzints

(]
=
o
g
o
]
()
Hh
[}
=
o]
3
[g]
1]
t
oy
[
tn
IR
1
L)

(cnly r11 and r21 valueg ar
automatically yield tis and r72)’ equation (6) must be reformulacted to cshow

an error term e {(the subscript j denotes the observation number).

7} Py T Ty Py 21

The presence of the arror term reflects the fact

knowledzz that the two wvariabies (pclitical affiliatien and place of



e

residence) are statistically independent, it iz not possible to infer,
without error, either conditionaler joint probabilities simply from marginal
probabilities.,

We have n cobservations (tables for n constituencies) on the values

P4 and Py.s with these two variables now reviewed as relative frequencies

rather than ss prohabvilities. - At this stage, we have the framework for a
bl

regressicn problem, with p , as the regressand, and a single regressor,

Py - By grouping terms, (7) becomes.

(8) vp 1% Toe - (rll -~ T,

The vroblem is thus orne of fitting a simple regression equation.

The ordinary least cguares value of the intercepc (dennted by a) and of

the slope (b}, cau be used to obtain a value for r and r The value

21 1i°
obtainad for T is denoted by a, and for r. .. - 1 by b, Accordingly,
21 ii 21
we obtain a value for v as b + a. Because no stochastic regression model

11
is applied (or needecd), the coefficients are not to be viewed as estimates
of population parameters.

If we substitute past voting (Liberal and Conservative) for
geographic region, then "ecoiogical regression' of aggregate voting returns
(the marginal values), can provide estimates of the percentages of votars
who remained faithful to a party acress elections, and of those who strayed

21

irom the fold. Morecver, the techuique is valid nmot only for two by two

situarions in which both pairs of proportions sum to unity, but also for

~

more complex situations, ” permittivg the inclusion of third party vcters

ical' Inference'", 1187~9C for a common cgense
1

t
is foae by sonceptuzlizing an n X u table of religion and vote as
X { 2 x 2 tables of the
not Anglican versus Liberal - not Likeral, and so om.

)l

forw Catholic - ant Cactholic versus Liberal



and abstcentions, and the use of sets of societal variables, such as cur

six religious variables. In such situations, {(a + b) would give the

proportion of Liberals who stayed loyal to the party and (1 - (a + b))

would be the proportion of Liberals who left their party for the fonservatives,
ﬁhe NOP, Independents and so cn, plus those Liberals whe failed to vote at

the second election,

a

The technique, however, is vot without shortccmings. The pris

H.
(‘:
;h
o
(il

defect is the need to assume, in order that aggregation bias not be present
thet the valuee of £ and Tos do not vary systematically across the
< B

. 23 . . , - . - .
n tables. If zggregation bias is at work, the ecologicel regression
estimates may fall outside the expected O to 1 range. We may thuc diszcover
that 112 percent of Election 1T Liberals stayed with their party at Election
I1 - an unacceptable result, even allowing for exceptivnally stroug party

identification, and the odd stuffed bellot bexl

Iversen nas extended the simple model discussed above to includa

. . 24 ..
different forms of what he terms'group effects",” whith we have been
referring to as “aggregation bias'. TUnfortunately, each of his extensions

reyuires additional information beyond that contained in the marginal

23, If we consider that the "true' values of the cell entries are nor ccmstant
from constituency to constituency, we might formulate a '"random coefficient
regression model' wherein the coefficients of a population regressicn funztion
contzin a systematic component and a stochastic component: it is fthe former
at which staristical estimation would be aimed. Any gain from this type of
statistical model building would not seem tc warrant its application in the
curreact context, Relatively ccmplicated estiration methods are entailed -~
specifically a multi-stage application of generaliized least squares (Aitxet
estimation). The application of such merhods is intended to yield estcimactors
waich, on well-defined statistical criteria, are preferable to the resulrs
of aoplying ordinary least squares. However, it seems likely that zny such
gains will be nullified by mis-specification of the statistical model in our
context., The most obvious form of this mis-specification lies in our cmission
of explanatory variables for which data are not available. Cemsequentiy, it
scems desirable mot to atcempt to extract too much from our data retrieval
wethed, and to avoid the obfuscaticn which might result from applicaiion c:

elaborate statistical methods to aun inappropriace situationm.

)~

24, Iversen, "Raccvering Individual Data', 420,
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vesults 25 cvidencs of extreme electoral cohesion wiithin a grous, Dol much
> -
cosecienca Tas sccomilated vith chis tochalou

techmigee with Caradicun

ave didiieult to evaluate. The ouly ves of
dota is a prelimivary rep s o wrprogate veting bohieviouwr in Newfoandland;
the problen would scer to be prezent there although it is not cxwplicitly

30

sed,
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Two arproaches have beer suggested
in ecological regrescion: wultiple regression and categorical separaticn,
that is the calculaviorn of separate regression estimates, For cxampele,
if we believe that Catholic voting varies according to raval-urban
composition, we might run separate regression 2stimaies equations for
rural vidings, fov mived ridinge and for urban ridings., This approcch

retains the cimple vegression format and thus permits ¢

25, Ibid., 427-9.

" .
26, Thid., &26.



27.

28,

J. Morgatn Kousser, "Ecolozical Regr
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The technique of "ridge regression'” has been applied to the retrieval
problem but it does not guarantee *esalts in the 0 to 1 ranP», and
requires 2n arbitrary setting of an "adjustment parameter'., TFor a
general ridge regression approach to the problem, see W.L. Miller,
"Measures of Electoral Change Using Aggregate Data', Journal of the
Royal Statistical Society Series A, CXXXV (1972); for a fuller
application, see Ivor {rewe and Clive Payne, "Another Game with
Nature: An Ecological Regression Model cof the British Two-Parcty

Vote Ratio in 1970", British Journal of Political Science VI

(Janvary, 1976), 43-

vely hos developed some elegant procedures and proofs for reducing
and dotermiaing its direction, "'Ecological’ Infecence, 1190-
ichtman peints out, however, these techniques are of little use

ractical cases, for they require the vnrealistic assumption to

that all wvariation in the dependant variable is a function of a

single independent variable plus an errcr term, Allan J. Lichtman,

"Correlation, Regression and che Ecoiogical Fallacy', Journal of

Inrerdiscliplinary History IV (Winter, 1974}, 421,

He Ghorst DN
oowe b i
o I VR

]

t-d

T

ression and the Analysis of Past
Politics", Ibid., IV {(Fall, 1974), 252, 1Iversen agrees that
Ysampling variacion can glve rise to illogical =stimaztes but that
gcod theoretical-substantive reasons for accepting them should be
present, "Recovering ILudividual Data', 426,
Mark W, Graesser end Michael Wallack, '"Voting Change in Newfoundaland:
A preliminary Apalysis', paper presented to annual meeting of the
Canadian Political Science Assccliation, Monrcreal, 1973; Phillips
Shively, ”P“ny Tdenrification, Party Choice, and Voting Stability:
The Weiwar Case'', A&merican Political Science Review TX”I (December ,
1972), 1203-25, employs "multiple ecological regression’ (7?7}, which
he does not explain and in which he has only two intervally scaled
and two dummy independent variables, Moreover, it is clear from
his figure 1, which presents his principle findings, that a few
of his party loyaity percentages exceed 100, and a good many more
fall in the high 90's. He does not, however, confront this
probtlem, A somewhat different use of ecological regression is
Joel D. Barkan and James E. Bruno "Locating the Voter: Mathematical
Models and the Analysis of Aggregate Data for Pelitical Campaigns',
Western Political Quarterly XXVI (December, 1974), 710-30.




group voting percentages, which wultiple regression does not,

Conversely, however, the procedure of categorical separation - in effect
controlling on third variables - requires a substantial numper of cases,
which may not he available. Similarly, controlling on more than ome
‘variable at a time, though highly desirable, is rendered well nigh
impossible. (Or the basis of his experiences, Jones suggests 30 cases as

an idezl minimum in crder to generate ''reasonably reliable simple regression
estimates".31 This is, of course, purely intuition, with no mathematical

or statistical basis.) In addition, if the suspect third variable is
continuous, there may be no seli-evidernt divisions between categories,

sc that selection of cut-off points may become an exercise in ‘'data-

dredging'.

Multiple Repression

’ Multiple regression remains imperfaectly under3tood in the context

of muchvsocial science research. This sectién‘considers, in a highly
condensed fashion, a few crucial aspects of regression analysis as they
relate to ouf use of it. The object is not the expiication of muitiple
regression, but the demonstration of an awareness of the technique's
possibilities and of the problems involved ir bringing regression analysis
to bear on our.data set,

Multiple regression is a statistical technigue for éscertaining
the joint contribution té the variarion in a dependent variable (the
regrassand) of several 'explanatory' warisbles (the regressors). The
partial regression coefficients are the bj(j = 1,...,k} in the mulriple
regression equation (9), where i denctes the ith observatidn in our saaple

0L £ize 1.
31. E, Terrence Joues, "Using Ecological Inferencé”, Jourusl of Tnterdis-
ciplinary Histcrv 1V {Spring, 197%), 3593,
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(9) Y, =a+b, X, +b, X 4+ .,.+b X +e (i=1,.0.,n).

i 1 11 2 724 L ki i

Each partial slcpe (bj) shows the change in the independent variable (¥)
a unit change in one of the independent variables, if the cther (k - 1)
‘independent variatles are assumed constant (a is the intercept and e is

32 . .
the least squares error term). Thus, if we believe that a seemingly

"strong" relationship between Conserwvative voting and a single explanatory

variasble, concentration of Anglicans, is wisleading, and that Counservative

voting actually depends on income level, degree of urbanization (both of

which may be highly correlated with proportion of Anglicans), ard proportion

of Anglicans,.we may calculate a multiple regression equation inmcluding all

three as independernt variatles, alomg with any other variable we believe

may contribute tc the "explanation'" of Conserwvative veting.
o

5}

Tne success of the regreasivon eguaticon In acccu

r~

in the dependent variable cam be measurced by the standard error of

2 . N S .
or by R7, the '"coefficient of determination" {the squgre of the multiple
correlation coefficient), which wmust lie within the range 0 to 1.- Since
the addition of new variables to the regression equation cannoi decrease
the value of R, our analysis alzo employs the "corrected coefficient of
. . =2 . . -
determination", R™, which takes into account the dejgrees of freedom lost

0
L

wnen new variables are entered into the equation. In principiz, R~ may

2 —2 33
ascume negative values, and R > R

(RN
2]

value of the dependent variable, That 1;, the fitted equatlon is
represen?ed by Yi = a2 + py ¥1i_+ bg X3
values ot the dependent variablie are par
Y_i Y. + e,

réivioned according to”

1o
'-l

-2 . - : . .
33, On R7, ses Kmenta, Elements, 3d84-6., TL£ L ~ 7 wagrascorns are irclude
inciucion of another regressor (+the k-1st) will increase R” if and o

ts t-score cxceeds unity in absolute value.

e

ting for wvariavion

estimate,

4- .+ bn X,1. and the observeu
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Multiple regressicn may be used as a purely descriptive technlque.’

In this case, regression may be viewed as an extension of the simple arithmetic
weart. The mean minimizes the sum of squared deviations rfrom & pecint, whereas
the ordinary least squares (OLS) criteria, which underlie the mcst common
'regresSion techniques, minimize the sum of squared deviations from a line

in the case of one independent variable, and from a plane (or hyperplane)

in the case of two or more regressors.35 ‘When regression analysis is empleyed
in this a manner, it is unnecessary t¢ distinguish sample and population,

and henc¢e no assumptions about probability distributions are needed. An
application of descriptive regression analysis was discussed in our earlier

treatment of "ececlogical regression’

Regression may also be used in the context of a statistical model,

to make inferences from samples to populations. In that case, t-scores or
; ; . . . A . s e nl
F-scores may be empiocyed to deterwmine the statisiical significance cf R7,

of individual regression coefficients, or of grcups of regression cceffi-

, 36 . . . . .
cients. Here the absolutely fuudamental distinction between a population

and a sample drawn from it, leads to the fundamental distinction retween

the 'population regression function' (PRF) and its sample analogue, the

anen and Bryon G. Spencer, "Some Aspects of Model Estimation

34. Ernest H. QOks
ial Sciences', unpublished manuscript, McMaster Uuiversity,

in the Soc
1976, 2.

35. 1t is worth pointing out that there is nothing sacroscanct or magical
about the least squares criterion; other criteria are possible, and nc
less legimate, OQrdinary least squares does, however, incorporate some
desirable optimality properties. Specifically, QLS estimates are, under
certain conditions concerning the error term, "'best linear unbiased
estimates” (BLUE); ibid., 7-8.

36. For example, although each of several ethnicity variables wmay mot reach
conventional levels of statistical sigrnificance, it is possible that,
taken tcgether, the ethnicity wariables are highly significant. On the
various significance tests for regression equations, s2e ¥menta, Elements,

366-74.
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ordinary lcast squares equation, which is used fo eslimate the PRF., At

this noint, it 1c important to be clear that, although cur data set contains
all Ontario ridings, for inferential purposes it iz viewed as & sample.
When we wish to test hypotheses concerning the population, even aside from
measutement error, "whal is intended to be an exhaustive sample., such as

a census ... wouid remsin a sample in the sense thnat it turns uap values
which ave, in part, the resvlc of the operatior of random factors which

: 2
- . . . 37
could. iu principle, bave preduced anovther sct of observed values', In

inferring chavacteristics of a pecstulated 2T through multiple reg

-«

-

"essgion,

certain assumptions must be satisfied belnre probsbilistic medels may be

La.
Pl
+

v spplied. These assumptions all involve the stochastic (i.e vandom)
38
erior term,

The first asswrption is that thzare exists a prebability
distrivution of the error cerm {or each value o vhe iluwdependeut variebles,
it is sometimes assumed that the independent variables are non-stochastic,
that is that their values are fized 'n (conceptually) repested sampling.
This assumption is generally not warranted save in controlled expevimental
situations; however, certain key QLS oprimality properties remain even if

the indepandent veriables are random, provided that, inter alis, the errov

(998

AL

term 18 vot correiated with any of the indenendent varinbles. Second

i3 the assumption of a zerc mean (expectced value) for each of the n ervor terms,

, Commen senseé
£z of Sigrificarce

S
tatistical Cost
a: Queen's Printer,

37, CQkeunen avd Spencer, "Aspects'', 8; for a more extended
treatment oi this point, see W.C., Hood, "A Note on Te
of the Coeificients of the Independent Variables in §
Equations', Royal Commission on Transportation (Ottzaw
1962), TII, 185-91.

38. ksanes and

39, Gksanen and Speaccr, "Aspects, 6.
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Next, we assume that each error term has a finite variance common to each

.

of the n error distributiocuns; this

e

s the assumption of homoskedastic

ecyor. Finally, the assuwption of ‘‘mon-autocorrelation in the

disturbances'" reguires that the values of the error term are not pairwice

vcorrelated. (In the event that normality is also posited - see below ~ this

assumption becowmes eguivalent tec the assumption of pairwisz independence.)
These assumptions are almost never fulfilled in actual practice.

For our data set, the assumption least subject to violation is the final

one; ‘serial correlation', as it is also called, is often a serious problem.

not likely present to zny serious degree in

T
3
V-
ag
-t
n

in time series da
ocur data. Vinlation of the assumption of uncovrelztedness between the

error term and any independent variable would also occur should the depend=ui
variabile have a f2edback effect upou any of the indeoendent variables; it

is improbable that this would occur when vecz s the dependeni variabie and
the independent variables entail relatively fixed social chavactevictics,
It has beer suggested that, for economi: data, the assumption of howmos-
kedacity is more likely to be violated for individual units than {or

41 . . . . ) .
aggregates, but our data harbour potentially serious violations of this
assumption.
Two other problems, which do not involve violaticns of these

agsumptions, should be noted: spacification errer and multicellinearity.

42
Specification errocr may assume severzl forms, A commor form relates to

40, 3-1%; Kmenta, Elements, 2€9-71.

by
jon
W
b
.
-
—

t1. Ibid., 249.
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the incorrect maithematical fcrm of the regression equation, for example
postulating a linear PRF when the ctrue PKF is curvilinear.43 Other comiion
specification errors are the inclusion of ircelevant variables, and its
perhaps more serious obverse, exclusion of relevant variables. Such errors
" may lead to bias in the estimated coefficients, including bias which does
not disappear even as the sample size grows indefinitely, as in the case
of unwarranted exclusicn of independent variables, The incorporaticn of
excessive independent variables may reduce the efficiency (which we can
roughly translate as "precision') of the ordinary least squares slope

parameter estimates. Although the inclusion of irrelevant variables

2]

reduc=s efficiency, it might not produce the sawe interpretative difficultie
as doues exclusion of relevant variables. The latter is an omnipresent

problem, for there are alwavs cystematic (i.2, non-random) variabies which

n

ilabla,

i

are bteiieved to affect the relationship and fov waich data are unaw

~

In our study this is particularly true. Unless an excluded variable ig

N

uncorrelated with the variables in the regression equation, wnich is highly

!

unlikely, given the prevalence of at least some intercorrelation: among

44

independent variables, the ordinary least squares estimators will be biased.
Particulariy in light of the confounding effects of intercorrelation ameng
repressors (multicollinearity)}, it has been suggested that wvariables which
are nct statistically significant ought to be retained in the equation

. - . < s 45
Yorovided thers azre good theoretical reasens for including them',

- - o ———

43, Linear regression is no more inherently "correct" than curvilinear
vegression; however, the problems of lincar regression are sufficiently
complex that no curvilinear regression was attempted.

44, ¥menta, Elements, 392-4; Cksanen and Spencer, "Aspects", 20,

113‘ 1%‘”;(-{., ?1¢



In order to understand the connection between simple (one
independent variable) regression (1U), and multiple regression (11, we
have censtructed an example in which the latter emtails only two independent
variables. For simplicity, all wvariables are assumed to be measured in
terms of deviations from their sample means, thus permitting us to dispense
with the intercept in ocur discussion. In (10) the tferm uy denotes the

ordinary least siunares residaal,

(190) e T TR
{11) y; = a; X + a, M. + e;

The ordinary least squares coefficient of X, in (10) is given by -

n
2y, X,
; 7i "1t
1

7y’ = e
a2’ oy ea—
§ v

Upon replacement of Y3 in (12) with the right side of (11),

b, becomes

1
n
hal
z (a, %,. 4+ a, x,. + 2,)} x,.
i ( 1 71 2 72 1) 1
b1 =
a 2
2. X, .
.11
i
n n
s -
.., X, ., “ e, X.o.,
21 1 1 T1d
i i
= a, + g, = 4 -
1 2 n . n "
by “ o« <
T N AL,
14 ~ 14
i i



t 1g & property of ovdinary least squares {in no way connecied

wich any probabilistic assumptions) that tbhe sample covariance of the

n
residual term with each regressor is zero. Hence I e, X5 is zero,
» i i i
and our expression becomes
n
5
f X,
i 21 T1i
3 - . ! e i e e mn
by = &. 4+ a, —— -
1 1 2 T "
oL
. L
‘ i
1 n .
. . . P yd A 0 ]
Now cxamination of the term % .. X ./% x.. shows it to be
5 A O S I
3

e
P—J
[y
o
a3

(v

<

the ordinary least squaras slope coefficient from a so-called "aux

regression entailing X, as the depoendent variable and X, as the independent

2
variable, If we denote this cofflicisnt wy -~ ve cbtoin (13), which
dispiays the simplie leasl squares slupe coelTiclent associared with Xl

in terms of (i) its multipie regression "counterpart! (al)’ (i1i) the

multiple regression ordinaxy lewst squares coefficient of the other

)

independent variable (a,), and (iii) the zuwxiliary coefficient (c).

7/)

0

b, = a

—~_
—
2

~—r

+ o C

Saal?

From (13) we sce immediately that should ¢ be zero, that is if X1 and X,

are nob corralated (no multicollirearity between our independent variables).

then the ciwple and meltiple regression coefiicients of X, coinecide. A

]
similar expression cculd be derived to relate b, iny, = b, x,. + u. o
2 i 2 721 1
Ay snd a, in {11). One impcrtant implication of (13)-is that even theugh
b, way be zero {nc siwmple correlation between Y and X, ), the partial



parameters and wher2 the erpectations operator (E) denotes the (popelation
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in rvepreted campling, the mean of bl wvere given
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stive  uge of vegression ansliysll, We now specify oa il owhi
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vatuve of W ofov mpooifiad (WL, DL L), with the laster pair of values
1L 2
y - . . o a5
yope fiRed in regeated sanvling.

1) QLD s b B bR (Bo= 3, o,m
1

The unobscrvabls ‘rue crvor (C.) couneo:s the overcved vailue of
4

roiee mzau;

~
Cn
"
=<1
!
Q
k¥
.
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We now assum: ti

ining X,, but not ¥, , with b presented as the estimutoer of B

“f
1

biased estimator of B,. In deriving E (b,), we again ber n with (10)
i

o]

y over the

(63}

sample and dividiug by the sample size (n), we obtein

’ e m PR .y . -1 2 e LI LI Y e e
A6, The valcen (Moo, ee % ) and (X sy R, ), and their deviations from

sample 508 (XL yeee X,
C 1l

Lepeates sawmpling here only to fa

[55 Xl and X. were za2llowed to bte randon instead, buf independer
“

=

litate our use of the FE-operaiery.
3

true elrror, then cuy result concerping the precencs of bias wouid cont?

to hold.


http://whe.ro

mi

(16) y

where lower case letters denote deviations from sample weans (e.g. y

Y. - ¥), and where € denotes the sample mean of n observable frue
i
errors, Substituting the last expression for Y into (12), we obtain
n —
(e, - €)x,.
R ( i ) 1i
17 b, =B, + B¢ 4+ =
an 1 =8 B n
L x 2
. 11
i
. 47
The formation of expzactatioms then yields
(18) E(b,) = + 8
\.L8. (}‘-B ARG
’ 1 1 2
n .
47. Note that X Ei X, does not vanish; Ei is the true error and not the
i ’ n n
ordinary least squares residual. -However, since xl;/Z xli' is a
4+ .
i
constant vis a vis the E-operater, the xpectatlon for the last termin +the
. . . 2 ,
expression iz zerc. To see this, let Wi4 xli/Z X, noting that w,

L 13 py
is fixed in repeated sampling since it depends only upon the values of
the regressors. Then

n -
Py (:i” E)Xli n n
3 —
= =Z(E.—G)W.=Z€,wi.
n 2 X i 1i . 111
T . 1 1
i 1
- n n n
since —€ T w,. =0 (O w,, because T x,. =0 — the sum of deviations
: i i N & i 11 ~
about a sample mean 1s necessavily zero). Then, upon ferming ewsectations,
-n n
we have E‘ eiw;] =% f(€,w, ), using the proposicion that the expectaticn
3 i ii
c¢f a sum of random variables oq’ualr the sum of the expectaticns. In turm,
E[E”wi] wiE(Gi) because v are fixed in repeated sampling and hence are
1 .
. N . a - ~ — -
treated as constants vis a vis the expected value operator. Finally,
E(Gi) O tor 1 = (1,...,n). Consequently thelast :term in (17) vaniches,



Equation (18) clearly shows that if ¢ =

multicollinearity exists hetween the two independ

the simple ordinary least squares siope coefficient will yield an unbjased

estimater of its PRF counterpart. Alternatively,

regardless of the degree of multicollinearity, b1

’

0,

that is

lent wvariables,

By =

Fie
H

0, then,

no

then

would be an unbiased

estimator (this, bowever, is the case in which X, dces not belong in
L

PRF in the first place).

An important implication of this exercise is that
zero-order correlation coefficient is a special case of the

variable problem. Due to all the relevant but excluded variables,

i

i
n
sk}
09
[
-
ey

Multicollinearity is almost invarizbly present to somz extent in

is alwost invariably a very poorly specified model,

the simple, or

excluded

the

| 5341

this

Hence, although the

any social science data set, so that the "mulcicollinearity problen'

’

onc of kind but of degree, Since multicollinear

simple correlation may be of considerable interest in a purely descriptive

L is, statistically, of dubious value in a great many inctances

ity is present when an

independent variable is correlated with a linear combinaticn of other

independent variables, a high degree of multiccllinearity "does not

generally imply that the correlation between any two explanatery variables

must be particulerly high”.49

Multicollinearity basically means that the data set contains less

information than the number of variables would lead one tc expect.

50

15 ndt

4%, Kmenta, Slements, 380,

49. Ibid., 2€9.

S0, Domnald ¥. Farrar and Robert R. Clauber, '™ul
Analysis: The Problem Revisitad', Review of

1
L
™~
Lo

collinearity in Regressior
dﬁd_ut

CNomics

tis

tics

LYXIY, (Felruarvy, 1967), 95.

-
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Thus the key Lo overcoming multicollinearity is more, rather than less,

. 51 . . . Co e
information. In practice, howcver, this is very difficult, su that

"
b} » . . . . - L

although the problem is easily detected, it is 'mearly intractable".

Although multicollinecarity does not vinlate the stochastic assumptions

underlyiag multiple regression, and hence does not affect the optimality

guares estimators, the implication of its

properties of ordinary iesst sq
preseace Yig ¢ increasc the true standard orrors of the parameter estimuters.
The estimataed standard errors of the regression coeificients will ‘blow up'
to some degree {(ard, concomitantly, t-scores wiil dec‘.rease)”.53 The analyst
must be careful in drawing inferences about regressisn analyses beset by
this problem: "a high degree of nmulticollinearity is siuply a feature of the
samplo ihat contributes to the unreliability of the e¢stimated coeflicicnts,
but has wno relevance fovr the conclusions drawn .5 a result of this

7,
wr s oL PO \ y
unreliabilicy". In other words, it ie illegical co avgue that but for

N

the high degree ¢f multicollinearity, tYe coefficienis would “have been more

highly significent; this may ©be suspected, but ncot demonstrated.

51. Ibid,

52, Oksanen and Spencer, "Aspec:ts', 19; see also Farrar and Glauber,
"™ulticollinearity", and Ricnard C. Kockwell, "Assessment of
s N

Multicollinearity: The Haitovsky Test of the Determinant'. Sccislogical
Methods and Research IT1 (February, 1975), 308-20.

53. Oksanen and Spencer, '"Aspects’, 19. The distinction between '"truc' and
"estimated! standard errors can be shown as follows. The true wvariance
' . . . . 2 s P )
of b, in repeated sampling is given by Gh“ = 02 ml]J where Qeé is the
3. -
o

{constant) variance of the evror in an equaticn such as (14), and wher

mdd is the jth element along the mwain disgonal of the inverse of (')
the (k+1){k+1l) product-moment matrix. The true standard evror is 5 b, .
.

the squarc root of the variance. The estimated standard error requir::
s 2

2 -, - . . . <. .
replacement of O with 2 2,7)/n - &k - 1or the residual variauce of ¢
o i %
ordinary least squares equation, ac¢jusced for the loss of k1 degrees of

freedon in the estimetion process.

54, EKmenta, Tlrments. 391.
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A more subtle problem arising from a high degree of multico-
llinearity is the substantial bias that may be implanted toward incorrect
model specification: "attempts to apply regression techmiques to highly
multiccilinear independent variables generally result in parameter
estimators that are markedly sensitive to changes in model specification
o 95
and to sample coverage'l,

The final aspect oi regression analysis to be touched upon i
this brief veview is the use of binary or "dummy' variables. These are
used to bring dichotomous qualitative data, such as region or incumbency,
into the regression equation, and their coefficients are interpreted in

SR ‘s o 56 c v
the same fashion as those of ordinary variables. For example, ridings

in which the incumbent was standing for re-election would be assigned a

value cof ore for the dummy variable, while a value of zeroc would be

assigned to ridiugs without incumbefit candidates. A wmcre comvplex variable,

such as region, may be incorporated into the analysis through a set of

dummy variables: for the seven region system cmployed in our analysis,

55.

56,

Farrar and Glauber, '"™ulticollinearity", 93. For a substantive
interpretation of multicollinearity problems, including iilustrations
of how very slight changes in correlations among independent variables
may affect the magnitude and statistical significance of regression
coefficients, see Robert A. Gordon, '"Issves in Multiple Regression",
American Jouvrnal of Sociology LXXITT {(January, 1968), 592-616.

The coding of dummies in terms of (0,1) is arbitrary. Since OLS.
cocfficiente are invariant up to linear transformation of variables,
precisely the same information would be obtained were the cecding done
with any pair of real numbers, ror example (-7.6, 55.1). For use of
dummny varfiables in regression analysis of aggregate electoral data, see
Gerald H, Kramer, "Short-Term Fluctuations in US voting Behavior, 1896~
1264, American Political Science Review LXV (March, 1971), 131-43;
and Domnald E. Blake, "The Measurement of Regionalism in Canadian Voting

Patterns', Canadian Journal of Pclitical Science V (March, 1972), 55-81.
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seven dummies would be used, 1In each case the Jummy has wvalue unity for
each riding in that regicn and zevo for ridings not in that region.
Whenever one or more sets of dummy variables are employed, one dummy must
be (arbitrarily) deleted from each sa2t, if the general intercept is
retained. This does not entail any loss of information, and is a
requirement of the algebra of ordinary least squares, which precludes
incorperation of any wvarizble which is a perfect linear combinatior of
others. Aun alternative to deleting one dummy from each set is the deletion
of the general intercest term. Although the apprcaches are mathematically
equivalent, it might be argued that deletion of the . intercept permits a
more straight-forward interpretation of the coefficients, although this

is only a matter of faste. TIf the intercept\is retained, each coefficient
¢f a remaining dummy must be interpreted as the differential effect of

that dummy as c&mpared with the deleted dumny. TFeor iunstance, if there is
only a single set of dummies, fo£ six regioné with one region's dummy deleted,

the coefficient of each remaining dummy represents the ceteris paribus

effect upon the dependent variable of an observation being located in the
specified region minus the effect of being in the region denoted by the

57
deleted dummy.

57. Oksanen and Spencer, "Aspects™, 9.



CHAPTER VI REGIONAL ELECTORAL PATTERNS AND TRENDS
This chapter is primarily given over to examination or region-
al patterns and trends in Ontario's electcral history. The emphasis is
not upon the determination of how region, as abstracted from social
composition, affects levels of party support. The multiple regression

snalysis of Chapter YViil considers this issue, [Instead, the aim is to

the various regions. Although ne hard datz on the social character-
7 the regions are brought to bear, the influence of social
factors and social change on electoral patterns is a key focus of the
analysis. This chapter thus extands and refines the analysis of
prevince-wide electéral patterns and trends in Chapter Iil, As in thé
eariier discussior, only simple descriptive statistics, measuring ihs
means and dispersion of party vote shares are employed,

As a preliminary *o the explicit investigation of regioial
patterns, data are presented on tne dispersion of party vote shares and
turnout across the entire province., Following this, a series of tables
outlines the means of party vote shares for all provincial elections
for sevan regions of the province; the dispersion of party support

within regions is also discussed briefly. Finally, trends in party

vote shares are tested within regional contexts,

Dispersion of Party VYote

We wish to know the extent of riding by riding variation in the
lavel of party vote; that is, did a party obtain approximately the same
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share of the vote in all ridings, o did it fare much better in some

[0}

ridings than others? 7o this end, the coefficient of variability was

elected as a measure of dispersion in party votz shares. This des-
criptive statistic is simply the standard deviation divided by the
mean; it is mere divectly comparable across sampies than the standard
desviation which measures dispersion ahout a given mean,

The coefficients of variebility presented in Table VI-i are
computed for the unweighted means of party vote and turnout. This may
seem paradexical since the aralysis of vote shares is based on weighted
means, In determining party vote shares, what was wanted was a measure

A
of the votes received by a party as a-proportior of the entire elector-
ate, regardiess of how thsy were distributed in Targe or small ridings,
so that the “veighted mean seemed appropriace. For purposes of analys-

ing dispersicn, however, it was felt that all ridings should be treated

5]

equally, as distinct units, and for this the unweighted mean was deemed

more appropriate,

In examining the data on vote dispersion, it must be recognized
that no intrinsic importance attaches to any given coefficient of
variability, as it does to the mean of party vote shares. Individual
entries oniy take on meaning by comparison with other entries, either -
for the same party at other elections, cr for other parties at the same

election,

]For a use of the

it s oo n

coefficient .of variability to analyse disper-
sion. of aggregate voting, sse Donald E, Biake, 'The Measuremant of
Regionaiism in Canadian Voting Patterns,'" Conadian Journzl of Politica)
Science V {March, 1572}, 77-9.



Year

13867
1871
1875
1879
1883

1886
1890
1894
1664
1802

1905
1908
1911
1914
1919

1923
1926
1929
1934
1937

1943
1945
1948
1951
1955

1959
1963
1967
1971
1975

1977

Liveral

.28
026
L 24
223
20

.17
.18
2L
22
. 2C

.
to
\G

2 29
« 36
.26
.36

J48
243
40
2
.19

«35
» 32
« 35

. 3
» 37
e 23

» 32
.34

42
«33
46

‘\

TABLE VI-1

COEFFICIENT OF VARIABILITY

"PARTY SHARES

AND TURNOUT

ENTIRE PROVINCH

Congservative

« 20
o 27
19
e 20
»'2':)

.19
.18
25
22
17

.15
14

-+138
.19
- 31

.24
»1C
.15
.19
« 28

+36
« 27
) .21
24
25

.26
_.25
27
« 30
.31

.32

Thirad

<39

n25

.35
35

«59
‘63
49
s 52
«55
50
.61

8

%
42
43

A6

™irnout

- . ‘. a @ o ®
N N N N e S 7 Sy Sy
AW DN ~J b

Pialf (VI 90 ¢}

- ~» [ 4 L

.13

« 06

.08
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The most salient feature of this table is that the range of
the Conservative coefficient is generally lower as well as more -narrow
than that of the Liberals;2 this pattern is repeatad in all of the
regions discussed Tater in this chaptsr. In terms of variation from
riding to riding, therefore, the Tories have usually had a more consis-
tent vote share. The CCF-NDP vote sha;e is much more widely dispersed
than that oY the older parties, vihich, given the party's typicaliy pcor
showing in rural areas coumpared with its relative success in urban
cerires, is5 not surprising,

For both the Lipberals and the Conservatives, the elections in
which their level of support was most consistent were those in.which -
they reached the zenith of their popularity: 193k and 1237 for the
Grfts, ard 1905-1914 and 19256 and 1229 for the Tories. The coefficient
of variability ¥or the Liberal party was far higher than that of the
Conservatives during the years 1905-1929, the period of the party's
lowest electoral fortunes, Although it is not dictated by the mathe~
matics of the situation, and indeed important exceptions are evident
(such as the extremely wide dispersion of NDP vocting in 1967, the year
of its greatest improvement since 1943), it does seem that inconsis-
tency (as denoted by a high coefficient of variability) - and comparative.
weakness go hand in hand. Conversely, when a party receives relatively

strong suppcrt, that support tends tc be more evenly distributed.

2fhe mean of the Tory coefficients is .23, with a range o
to .36, whareas the Liberal range is .17 to .48 with a mean of .30,
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Cver the entire span of provincial history, the trend of both
Liberal and Conservative dispersion, as measured by Kendall's tau, is
positive:A .36 for the Grits, .35 for the Tories.3 Party strength,
in other words, has tended to become less consistent across time. The
‘wider disparsion of party vote shares is a feature of this century,
ana has occurred in all regions. The explaration for this increasing
disparsicn in levels of party vot?ng lies in social as well as politi-
cal factors. Socially, although iocai and regional peculiacities may

n pelitical sign

have declined ficerce, the social divefsity of the
province, in terms of ethnic, religious, and cccupational makeup has
brought about a broader spectrum of political problems and responses,
which in turn accentuate the electoral differences among ridings. In
erms of political structure, third parties have been pcwerful in som:
ridings but negligible in others, which would produce a further strong
differential effect on ths level of support elicited by all parties.
An interesting counterpoint is the consistentiy negative correlation
of time with the dispersion of turnout, for all periods of time and

for all regions. Turnout has, in other words, become steadily more

narrowly dispersed across ridings with the passage of time.

Regional Voting Patterns

This section analyses patterns of electoral change and

\JJ

oth corrslations are statistically significant at p<.Gl.
On the use of Kendall's tau as a test for trend, see Chanter 171,

5=

Provinca wide, the correlations are 1567-1902:
{p<.01) Conservative -.2Z (n.s.); 1905-197%: Liberal .0

-

servative .52 (p-.01).

~ 7

(o)
-
—
3

.
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ceintinuity from a regional perspective. The primary mode of analysis
is the construction of time series of party vote shares for seven -

regions: Eastern Ontaric, the Lake Ontaric Region, the Georgian Bay
Fegion, Western Ontaric, the Golden Horseshoe, Toronto and Northarn
Ontario.S As the data in the following tables make clear, region has

)

besn an important Tactor in Ontario's electcral history, with sign

n

t least

o

t

cant differences evident among regicns on many occasions, Of
equal impurt, howevar, has bean the strength of province-wide electoral
forces and patterns. For all regicns, the nineteenth csntury was
characterized by relatively competitive6 ccriditicons between the Lib-
arals and the Conservatives, which gave way arcund the turn of the
century to a wide Tory margin over the Grits, which lTasted until the

Depression“ In the two elections of the 1320's the Liberals enjoyed

-

a tremendous upsurge in suppcrt in all regions, which quickly dissi~-
pated during World War Two; from then until 1575, the Liberal vote wes
consistently well below that of the Censervatives. Similarly, the CCF
enjoyed substzantial popular support in the 1940's which declined

markedly irm the 1950's, and has shown a general resurgence since the

b'1‘-‘or the definition of these regions, and the rationale under-
lving them, see Appendix B,

.
®The use of the word "competitive!' is imprecise. As David
Elkins points out, the critical dimensinn of party competition is un=-

certainty prior to an election rather than margin of victory (or some

kindred measure) calculatec after the election. Since we have no way

of determining this, however, we use the term competitive as a synonym
for ''close!'., For a full discuscicon of the problem, see Fikins, 'ieas-
urement of Party Competition'', Amarican Political Science Raview

LXVIT! {June, 1974), 682-700.




mid 1960's, To be sure, regicnal variaticns may ba discerned in atl
these trends, but the fundamertal importance of province-wide forces
must be borne in mind during discussion of regicnal patterns,

The aggregation of ridings into regions necessarily masks dif-
ferences within regions. Somz of the more important differences are
pointed out in the ensuing discussion but in order to gain a fuiler
appreciation of the extent of cubregional! veriaticn losi in the large
regional groupings, table VI-2 repoits party vote sharec for twenty-
three smailer regions for five selccted elactions, 1879, 1905, 1934,
15k3, and 1941.7 Tihe data in this table will nnt be discussed in
detail; suffice it to say that the.patterns which emerce are essen=
tiaily the same as those evident in the seven larger regions, and
further, they indicate that the use of the large ragicns doss not szem
to distort subregional differences unduly. The most noteworthy dif-

erences lost in the larger regions are between the city of Qttawa and
the remainder of Eastern Ontarin, and between the urban centres of
London, Windsor and Kitchener-Waterloc and the balance of the Western
Ontario region,

As with tne impression of -Libzral dominance in the ninateenth
century, the conventional wisdom regarding areas of party support
tends to over-state basic trends. Doubtless this is due tc the influ-

erice cr evniuations of the more readily perceived but often misleading

di

th

tribution of seats. In terms of seats won (see Table V!-BL Western

7
“These regions are defined in Appendix B.
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TABLE VI.-Z2

MEAN PARTY VOTE AND TURNCUT ACCORDING TOQ '1‘1; 23 REGION SYSTEM, SELECTED ELECTIONS
(Party vote as a proportion of total elecuorate)

Region 1879 - 1905 1

93l 19473 '1071 S

L ¢ T N L C T N L ¢ce¢ T L' coc N L CND TN

Stormont-Russell | 25 28 59 .4 353275 L 40 23 73 28 16 12 66 4 16 40 18§ 72 13
Ottawa 11 1 1 0373673 1 321 296 2216 646 2 21 29 17 67 5
Renfrew-Llanari 29 3570 5 21 37 58 5 L1 34 75 22 30 860 4 23139 11 73 &
Mundas~Ieceds 31 35 66 5 2903867 L 38338 76 2133 458 2 14 L7 11 92- 2
Fronienac-Hastings 31 3369 8 31 37 68 8 39 4D 79 22131 962 5 2435 £ 9720 §°
Durham-Victoria ~ 333269 8 30 4070 8 Lo 3s 479 2330 11 64 L 18 36 22 76 &4
Muskoka-Parry Sound Ly 31 74 1 20 2849 2 47 32 .79 20 18 21 59 2 16 32 16 74 2
Simcoe-Bruce 33 31 63 9 32 37 72 11 L6 32 .78 22 23 14 59 6 24 36 14 74 ¢
Ontario-York . 35 29 6% 3 41 hh B85 3 L3 27 676 18 18 24 760 2 13 38 25 77 3
Teel-Halton 36 34 70 2 39 43 82 2 38 34 5 77 17 27 16 860 2 16 4z 16 74 &
Hamilton 30 29 59 1 37 3 80 2 34 251879 1517 25 60 4 18 27 25 70 &
Yentworth-wWellang 3323 61 4 37 4o 77 L 39 27 874 15 19 2L 61 3 20 35 19 74 6
Brant~Elgin 30 34 72 7 L2 41 83 ¢ b o3t 277 26 19 13 58 4 23 35 18 76 4
Oxford-Huren 36 30 A8 14 39 41 80 14 45 30 2 77 22 22 15 59 9 z7 31 17 w5 9
Iondon 23 32 55 1 39 L4 85 1 L1 33 74 17 2519 61 1 20 35 19 7L 2

, ¥itchener-Waterlco 28 3371 1 33973 1 3617 136y 17 12 20 49 1 30 23 19 72 %
Larmbton-Essex 32 31 63 6 39 Lo 79 6 22 3 2524 10 59 5 32 25 14 71 &

16 Windsos 19.24% 43 1 29 38 67 1 hizz2 87L 1314 26 55 3 22 18 33 73 3
Toreonto clity 2h 24 43 2 18 39 59 4 27 27 9 65 1o 22 13 5413 16 31 22 5y 11
vark West 32 31 63 1 2239 61 1 27 25 12 65 919 23 52 2 22252273 O

51 York Fa 21 27 59 1 2 ho 72 1 23 29 iL 69 321 24 535 1 19 37 18 74 &
s R 1 B0 s k2ar S5 2010 3 88 7 16 30 29 95 10
Thunder Bay 222547 2 5128 179 i3 1k 37 69 4 1531 23 75 5

N
Key L Liberai - ND NDP ' . G
¢ Qonserxrvative T Turnout :
oG CCF

N Numbszr of ridings
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Onterio was indeed the Liberal bailiwick in the nineteenth century,
while Eastern Ontario, and the Lake Ontaric @nd Georgian Bay regicns
have been areas of great Conservative strength. Pcpular vote is

rarely so unevenly split as are seats. Still, the size of the regions
emplioyed in the analysis is such as to mask some differences which
would add cradence to this view of regional powerbases. The Western
Ontario region, by way of illustration, contains the ¢:ty of London,

a Tory stronghold, Yet even in this case, appearances can be deceiving,
for although the Conservatives won Loadun from 1867 to 1894, only in
the first two elections did they enjoy substantial margins, despite the
fact that the sitting member during the years 1878-1894 was the Con-
servative leader, W.R. Mzredith.

The following tables, Vi-4 to Vi-10 together with their graphi-
cal representations, Figures V-1 to VI~7 contain the data on which our
brief review of voting within regional contexts is based. The emphasis,
as in Chapter Ili, is on trends and patterns, rather than on specific
electicns, interesting as they may be. Moreover, due to the sheer vol-
une of data, many points common to all regions, such as the tremendous
rise in Liberal support in 1934, will not be menticned within each

regional context.

castein Ontario
Party vote shares and turnout for Eastern Ontario are presentad
in Table VI-k. <his area has been consistently Conservative since

Confederaticn, Until i919, however, the Tory margin was rareiy



-..)(
%)

overwhelming, usua'ly of the order of two or three per zent, though
in 1905 it did reach 8 per cent. The electoral system tended to over-
compensate the Conservatives substantially in term of saats.

from 1923 until the present day, save the Hepburn electicns
and the 1943 campaign, the Tory margin over the Liberals has been extra-
ordinarity high, a consistent & to 10 percentage points. This tulge
has been further amplified in the number of sezts each party has carriad,
The widening of the Conservative plurality is almest entirely due to a
decliine in Liberal strength, for the Conservative vote in Eastern Ontaric
has remeined very steady.

Alihough Eastern Ontairio was the UFQ's weakest area outsidz of
Toronto and the Nurth, tke regional wvariation in UFQ vote shares was
not great; the UFD attracted near!v 36 per cc pf the eligible eiector-
ate in the 1li of 15 ridings it contested in Eastern Ontario. Aside
from minor inftial success in 1943, the CCF-NDP fared very poorly in
this region until 1971, when it first attracted & significant proportion
of the vote. Even in the 1970's, though, the party's vote has been
heavily cenceritrated in Ottawa and Cornwall,

The Casiern Ontario region is an amalgram cf three guite dis-

tinct entities, First is the extreme eastern tip of the nrovince, the

counties of Russell, Prescott and Glengarry, which a2re heavily French-
spezking. Even at fLonfedcration, these counties contalned a strong

French element, and the French presence expanded steadily over the

following years so that today Prescoutt and Russe!l counties are aver

eighty per cant French in origin., Although pocksis of Franco-Ontariazns



TABLE VI-A
PARTY VOTE SHARES AND TURNOUT

EASTERN ONTARIO

LIDERAL CONSERVATIVE THIRD TURNOUT N
Mean N iean N Mearn N Maan

3‘&;6 3911 7!‘}“8 15
30,9 32.0 ) 13
21 4 37,8 62,8 i
26,6 31.4 . Bi.5 is
29.% 32,6 65,4 15
32.1 32 .4 66,2 18
32,3 29,0 £0.5 13
31,0 10 25.8 11 28.6 7 62,3 14
32.7 34,3 ‘ 7%4.2 - 13
32.8 e 5 67.3 14
30.0 3843 655 &
1.0 34,9 67.0 14
27,0 32.2 59,5 10
33,5 3t i 6i, £ 13
27.1 1¢G 25.8 35.6 11 69.6 i5
2i.1 3 27.5 £3.5 11 2.5 18
26,6 35.6 55.4 1 &
24,8 - 34, 3 5.1 14
38.0 1.4 3.1 i 7.7 iz
38,0 29,4 10.3 73.3 12
23.1 Z2.2 10.7 53.3 1z
25,3 33.1 5.8 6.7 12
217 32 b 7.4 62.6 i2
25,0 5.3 4.6 8 64,1 12
23.3 33.8 3.0 5 58,8 i3
25,5 32,k 2.7 ? £9.8 13
24,0 4.5 2.7 62,4 13
21.5 I2. % 7.0 6%,0 18
19,7 34,5 i5.7 70,4 15
26,7 23.1 18.1 67,0 14
22,1 28,8 15:3 08,2 14

)
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are Tound elsewhere in Eastern Ontario only here and in Ottawa and
Cornwall do they form a significant proportion of the population.
Possibly due to federai influence, these French-speaking ridings were
strongly Liberal from the later stages of the nineteenth century until

the Second World War., 1t iz thus a teiling indication of the Tories!

w

wice ranging appeal that these ridings {with the exception of Ottawe
East, and more recently, Cornwall) have heen unshakeably Conservative
since then,

The second ceomponent of the ragion comorises the counties of
Lenark, Leeds, Grenville and Dundas, and the rural secticns of what
was formerly Carleten ccocunty.  Both the farm areas and the small cities

o

and towns such as Brockville, Prascott and Smiths Falls bave staunch

Layalist roots and extremely long Tery traditions: (Grenville has been
Conservative continuously sinc2 1375; lLeeds shows oniy one Grit aber-
ration since Confederation, while Larark réturned‘its iast Liberal in
189, .

The third element of the larger region is the city of Ottawa,
a city unique by virtue of the influence of the federal government (and
2 concomitant low level of industriaiization). Until the 1920's,
Ottawa's voting patterns were highly volatile; since then (with thz
exception of French-speaking Oitawa East), it has been consistentliy
Conservative, though the NOP has made important gains in the 1370's.

The rate of turnout in Ea2stern Ontario has been quite unremark-

able, save perhaps for a close correspondence to the provincial norm.



)

. . . 3 . .
The dispersion of party vote and of turpout™ in this area has cener-
. . X 9 . : .
2lly conformed to province-viide patterns,” with two minor exceptions,
First, compared with other regions, and in particular the neighbouring
Lake Ontario area, the Conservative party's vote share has had an un-
S s . 10 . : .
usually wide dispersion, Secondly, during the Liberals' dark days
from 1605 tc 1923, their support was no more widely dispersed than the

Tories' support in Eastern Ontario.

Leke Ontario

One po]iticé]ly calient feature of the Lake Ontaric region,
“tiich does not emerge From its voting history as portrayed in Tabhle
Vi-5, is that it has suffered a greater loss of representation through
demographic change than any other region, At Confederaticn this area
returnaed 20 p=r cent of the members, but hy 1977 i1 accountsd for only
7 per centlof provincial seats.

Until the watershed elcction of 1905, the Lake Ontario regicn

was extremely competitive in both seats and votes. Since then, however,

9Since individual regions tend to be more homogenecus than the
province as a whole, it is often the case that most, or all, of the
regional dispersions are iess than the province-wides figure, Thus a
region's vote dispersion may not be compared with the provincial 'norn!
in the same way that vote shares may be compared (the weighted mean of
the regional vote shares wili pracisely egual the province-wide vote
share, but there is no analageous equivalence for dispersion), Dispaer-
sions may, however, be compared across regions, and regional patterns
may be compared with province-wide patterns.

loFrom 1867 to 1898, and agair from 1934 te 1975, the coeffi-
cient of variability only once fell below ,2C,



TABLE V¥I.5
PARTY VOTE SHARSS AND TURNOUT

LAKE ONTARIC

LIBERAL CONMSERVATIVE THIRD TURNOUT N
Year Mean N VMean N Mean N Mean '
1867 26.2 7.3 67.7 14
1871 26,8 3043 57.5 12
1875 .7 32,2 - 67,2 18
1879 32,3 2.3 65.1 15
1883 35!‘: 36!9 72.? 16
1886 33.6 36,0 69.6 16
1850 23.9 32.0 65.4 is
1894 33.5 12 3147 6.3 7 68,5 16
1838 36,1 38,6 772 15
190z 37.3 38,1 75.4% 16
1905 30.L - 33,5 69, ¢ i6
1908 2 39.3 72,1 i3
1911 29,9 378 63,2 Q
1914 30,4 12 49,5 69.0 16
1919 32.6 7 28,8 37.2 3 71,1 - 13
1923 23.5 10 33.8 2%.5 8 63.9 15
1926 35.9 36.1 ho,1 1 69.3 i2
1929 30,3 37.2 32,3 1 68,2 10
1934 39,1 375 8,1 2 78,7 G
1937 39.1 29,9 6.7 1 80.1 9
1947 22.7 30.8 10.1 63.6 9
194? 25.6 40.7 8.3 747 g
19438 25,5 3it, 2 10.4 68,7 g
i951 25.1 42,6 5.9 6 71.7 g
1955 21.7 38.2 .9 5 Giro d g
19 22,1 37,5 .0 63.3 9
1922 25. 4 37.8 5.1 €747 7
1967 20, & 34.3 16,7 69.6 9
1971 21.0 35-L§ 1‘\'“&9 ?2@7 9
1975 2.9 27¢5 17.8 70.5 2
1977 24,4 20,7 14,0 68,2 9
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the Conservatives have enjoyed very impressive margins over the Liber-
als, rarely less than seven percentage points and often more than 10
points, altnough in 1975, it dropped to a scant 2.6 per cent. Since
their accession to power in 1905, the Tories share of the electorate
in this region, usvally greater than 37 per cent, has typically been
the highest in the province. This in turn is closely tied in with
what has generally been the highest ilevel of turnout. Since the Lake
Ontario region has been the least competitive ragion in Ontario (from
1943 to 1971 the oppoSition carried only 2 of 81 seats), it stands in
sharp contradiction to the Trequantly proffercd notion that electoral
competition breeds high turnout.

The explanation fcr the high turnout may instead rest upon the
nature of the region. This is probably tne most traditioral and ecoro-
mically stagnant area of the province, &ven the urban c&ntres, King~
stoﬁ, Belleville, Trenton, and the sometime NDP outpost, Peterborougn,
are strongly traditional, It thus may be that the nineteenth century
view of party politics as a social exercise, a part of community life,
persists more strongly in the Lake Ontario region than elsewhere in
the province. Togetner with a related strengih of long-established
party ties, this may overcome the inevitability of the final outcome,
thereby acting as a gpur to turnout.

The NDP has made gains in this region over the past decade,
but this is less attributéble to a shift in traditionai attitudes and

loyalties than to the growing pcpulation of suburban offshoots of

Oshawa and Toionto.



With very few exceptions, the dispersion of Liberal and Con~-
X . . . . 1
servative voting in the Lake Ontario region has been unusually small,
The high degree c¢f riding=-by~-riding consistency likely reflects the

area's social and political homogeneity.

Georgian Bay
Much of the Georgian Bay district was at the frontier of settle-

ment in 1867, but by the present century it nad come to resemble the
Lake Gntario region in terms of social stability, eccnomic stagnation
and the strength of tradition. 1its electoral history, wiich is pre-

sented in Table VI-6, is like that of the Lake Ontario area in that it

was highly competitive between the Liberais and the Consarvatives during

the ninsteenth century, and atsc in that 1905 marked the beginning of

the Tory hegemony. The Censarvative margins over the Liberals in the
Georgian Béy region have not heen so consistent no:r so o&érwhelming as
in the Lake Ontario district, though they often have reached 7 or 8 per
cent, and occasionally 10 or 12 per cent.

The region's easterniand western sections have disparate elec-

oral tendencies, The Grits have always kbeen comparatively strong in

Bruce and Grey counties, whareas the Tories have dominated Duffarin

]]The l.iberal coefficient of variability has not been greater
than .26 since 1919; between 1871 and 1919, the dispersion of Tory
voting oniy once exceaded .20, and since then it has never been great-
er than .17.

12The farmland in Grey, Dufferin and Simcoe counties is gener-
ally much better than most of that in the Lake Cntario region, except
for that in Prince Edward County: see W.G. Dean, Economic Atlas of
Ontaric (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1569}, plate 23,

n o e
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1879
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1894
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FIGURE VI-3
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and Simcoe counties as well as th~ sparseiy populated Muskoksz and
Parry Sound districts.

In terms of both votes garrered and candidates Tieided, the
Georgian Bay region was the strongest area for the Patrorns of Industry
and for their latter-day counterparts, the UF0. Indeed, Grey and
Bruce counties sarvad as the last outpost of "'Prcogressivism'' (as thes
UFO came to be known} in the late 1920's and early 1930'5.13

In 1543, the CCF came remarkably close tc the Liberals and the
Conservatives in this region; it even managed to take Parry Sound, the
ornly rural riding in Southern Ontaric the party has ever won. After-
wards, however, it faded to a poor third and then a very poor third
in the 1942's and 1950's. Although the NOP remains well pehind the
Consefvativaé, it excerienced s}rong upsurges in 1967 and 1971. As
was the case for the two regicns already discussed, the NDP's strength.
is dispropertionatzly concentrated in the regioﬁs urbar centres: Col-
iirgwood, Owen Sound, Oritlis and Barrie, |

Turnout in the Gecrgian Bay area fell sltightiy below the pro-
vincial norm from 1898 tc 1908; from the 1919 election until the eariy

1960's, it had somewhat higher turnout ievels than the rest of thea

province,

been more narrowly dispersed in this region than anywhere else in the

i2 . - . .
Sze Jim Anderson, et al, A Political History of Agrarian

Orgaziizations in Ontario 1914-1940 with special refarence to Grev and
Bruce Counties, (n.p. Chase Press, 1974).




province, The substantialiy wide~ dispersion of Liberal voting re-
flects the difference in the party's strength in the region's eastern
and western sections, The comparatively narrow dispersion of CCF-NDP
vote shares is interesting because this is usually more characteristic
of the party's urban powerbase than of a semi-rural aree like the

Georgian Bay region. .

Golden Horseshoe

The "Goiden Horseshoe' is clearly the most artiticial region
created for these analysec. In the nineteenth century this area, with
the exception of the city of Hamilten, was predominantly rural with a
sprinkling of medium size towns such as Oshawa a2nd Welland, Not until
weli into the present century did tne Golden Horseshoe ozcome nighly
industrialized and urbanizeq, 50 thet the gevgraphic horseshce indeed
became a distinct reqgiocn,

As the data irn Teble VI-7 illustrate, during tha Mowat years,
tH; region was clearly, if not overwhelimingly Liberal., The margin over
the Tories was generally slightly wider in the Go]aen Horseshoe than
in Western Ontarioc, the suppbsed heart of Grittism. Given the arbi-
trary demarcstion between Western Ontario and the Golden Horseshce in
the nineteenth century, this is hardly an astonishing finding, 3till,
it is a significant illustration of Liberal strength that even the city
of Hamiiton was a safe Liberal seat in these years. A further indica-
tion of the strength of Liberalism in this region is the fact thnat in

1854 the Patrons put forward oniy ore candidate and lefi ten ridings
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TABLE VI-?
PARTY VOTE SHARES AND TURROUT

GCLDEN HORSESHOE

b b jed b ek LU LWORE NINLS I

LIBERAL CONSERYATIVE THIRD TURNQUT N
Maan N Mean N Mean N Mean
b‘Ous 31‘;08 ?5-4 10
3ih, 0 27.3 $1.3 10
3543 2.2 66.5 9
35,0 29.7 65.7 10
33.8 31.6 68,7 9
55,1 30.8 67.8 10
35.7 3.5 70.2 10
40,1 36,7 37,0 1 76,4 11
40,3 40,2 80, 5% 11
38,9 6.3 797 11
3’6«‘&‘ l+21L~! 80.1? 11 .
30,6 39.1 739 il
3C.5 . 36.2 67.6 10
22,7 16 3747 69.6 i3
25.% 1¢C 253 28,8 S 74,8 17
’!4’.7 10 26.5 22.8 9 514.3 13
3.: 5 36. 9 36- :? Ll C‘i{ra"/’ 114
2.1 3343 19.6 2 37.8 1k
Sre R 27.4 11.3 73,7 i1
7.5 25,8 7.4 71.6 11
A 19,2 23.4 60,0 11
S.4 30,0 20,1 71.¢% 11
8.1 25,6 24,5 68,3 11
809 27!: 15!8 §1.5 11
7.9 25,4 11.2 5645 13
18.2 23.7 13.3 5544 13
19.3 28.3 12‘3 90-0 '}.j
17.6 27.4 21.0 66.1 f?
1 c? 15116, 20'5 73_‘5 ':-I.‘}j
2Z.§ 5h,1 21,2 67.5 2l
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uncontested, whersas in Western Ontario they had standard-bearers in
seventeen of thirty constituencies,

By the turn of the century, the Golden Heorseshoe was well along
the road to industrialization, and this was.evident in its votfing pat-
terns. Whereas the Liberals and the Conservatives battled on fairly
even terms in Western Ontario unti! the Depression, the Tories had.
drawn evzn by 1898 and 1902 in the Golden Horseshoe, and scon began to
pull away in both s=ats and votes. The Hepburn interiude recallied
earlier Grit triumphs in this region, but in 1943 the Liberal vote
share fell tc less than hal? of what it had been in 1934, The Liberais
have yzt to recover from this drop in strength, in part because of the
strong CCP-NDP presence; the COF-NDP outpolisd the Libarais in the
19407's a5 w=il as in 1967 and 1971. The Conservatives! share of the
post-war electorate has bez: relatively low, usually between 23 and 27
‘per cent, thcugh the spiit in opposition votes has granted them a clear
leed in the number of members eleacted.

The low Conservative level of suppsrt, typicéiiy 2 to 5 percen~
tagce points below the provincial mean, aiso refiects a generaily low

2shoe during the 1950's and early

P

level of turncut in the Golden Hors
196C's. in this recpect *the region is becoming much like Toronts, which
has always expeiienced low turnout., Until 1223, the Golden Horseshoe

~ ¥

consistentily axhibited extremely high tuirnout: from then until (948, a
period rcughly corresponding to the consclidation of urbanization and

industrialization in this area, turnout remained very clcse to the pro-

vinzial norm.
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‘Two points r=lating to the disparsion of vote shares in tha
Golden Horseshoe are of interest., First, from ConTederation untii
1905, the Liberal level of support varied remarkably little from
riding to riding; since then, there has been little to distingquish it
from other regions, Sacondly, for most elections, the dispersion of

CCE-NDP voting has been relatively narrow.

Western Ontario

Table V!~8 presents the party vote shares and turnout for
Western Ontario., As the conventional wisdom would have it, this area
has indeed been the heart]and of Ontarioc Liberalism., The Grits have
consistently garnered more supporti, thereby carrving more seats, herz
than in any. other region, with thz exception of the goldern Hourseshoe
during the Mowat years.

Throughout the nineteenth century, the Liberals held stady,
if unspectacular leads over the Tories in popular vote, iIn terms of
seats, however, rural over-representaticn and the bias of the singie
member plurality electoral system turned Western 6ntario into a Grit
bastion, From 1871 to 1898, the Liberals won 180 seats in this area,
compared to only 53 for the Conservatives, Yet by 1905, the Liberals
had lost their edge even in Western Ontaric, although until the Depres=-
sion the Grits and Tories were very evenly matched. Western Ontario
still was far and away the strongest Liberal area in this period; in-
deed. it was ;he only region in which they were not hopelessly out-

oolled by the Conservatives. This concentration of Liberai strength,



T&ELE VI-8
PARYY VOTE SHARES AED TURNODT

WESTERM CLTARIO

ITIBERAL CONSERVATIVE THIRD TURNOUT N
Year Mean N - Mean . N Mean N Mean
1871 36.2 30.3 67.0 23
1875 35,0 33.4 68,9 25
1879 34,1 5i.6 65,2 29
1883 34,8 32,2 67.0 27
1886 35.2 30.5 65,7 2
1890 25.1 30.6 66,0 28
189k 36,4 33.6 17 27.9 17 72.1 30
1898 39,8 2L, 6 77.8 30
1902 37.6 36.1 75.3 30
1905 38,3 40.7 79.8 30
1903 35.9 29.1 74, 4 3G
1611 32.9 35.7 , 7.0 2
1914 35.3 35.8 73.1 30
1919 23.9 19 2h, 0 41,1 27 7.3 30
1923 16.6 22 26.8 25.4 25 6.3 30
1926 31.9 16 34.8 33,7 8 65.9 27
1929 27.3 31.7 26,0k 6 62.2 23
1934 k2.9 28.1 9.5 7 75.2 23
1937 L4z, 0 24,7 4,7 9 70,3 23
1943 21.2 20.5 16.6 38.1 23
1945 27.0 32.8 12.1 7242 23
1948 26.1 27.8 14,8 66. 1 23
1951 24,0 32,1 11.7 17 66.7 23
1955 25,8 31.3 ic.0 17 6e,1 24
19 26,6 28.9 9.5 17 63,4 24
1922 26,2 32.4 7.6 18 65,3 24
1967 25,2 26.6 13,6 65.7 26
1971 26.3 28.3 19,5 74,5 26
1975 29.1 21.6 15.7 66.6 26
1977 238.0 21,7 14,2 sk, 0 25

\n

\r
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suvil as it was, may have harmed the party, in that a highly dispro-
portionate share of the party!s seats and leaders came from a single
region, for this bred a vicious circle irn which the party remained
¢confined to Western Ontario. (The other principal area of Liberal
strength through the dark days from 1905 to 1934 was extreme Eastern
Ontario, but the French speaking repiesentatives from this much smaller
area carried littie weight in party coun.:i}s.)”+

Hepburn swept the aree in the 1930's bhut the party's vote
share fell precipitously in i943. It is the measure of their overail
veakness since the Second World War that although Western Ontario con-
sistently ranked as the Liberals! strongest region, the Conservatives
headed the polls there from 1943 to 1971. The Liberals did manage tc
keep within striking distance nT the Tories, however, and in 1975 the
latent Grittism of Western Ontario came-to the surface, as the Liber~
als attracted substantially more votes than the Corservatives,

In order to ascertain something of the nature of Libaral vot-
ing in the Golden Horseshoe and in Western Ontario, Liberal support
was tabulated according to loyalty in 1837. Table VI-9 summarizes

the data. 7The entries simply indicate how much larger was the lLiberal

vote share in ‘'disloyal' ridings than in 'loyal! ridings.]s In the

1

'40n the role of Franco-Ontarians in the Ontario Liberal party
during this period see Peter Oliver, Fublic and Private Persons: The
Ontaric Political Culture 1914-193L (Toronto: Ciarke Irwin, 1575),
14£-5, 152-3,

IBOn this distinction see Chapter IV, and Appendix B, .
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TABLE VI-Q
OF 1837 LOYALTY CN LIBERAL VOTING* IN
GOLDEN RORSESHOE AND WZSTERN ONTARIO

Golden Horsesnoe Western Ontzario

P

1905 . e?
1937 ‘ .3
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ninetesnth century, the difference in Libearal support betweea louyal
and disloyal ridings was slidhtly stronger in Western Ontarioc than
in the Golden Horseshoes; this relatioaship has been sharply reversed
since the turn of the century. Thus, as the Golden Horseshoe became
urbanized and industrialized the importance of 'rebel! traditicns to

wnile such influence declined mariediy
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in Western Ontario, More significantiy, by this measure at least,
neither Liberal strength in the Goiden Horseshge in the last century,
nor Liberal support in Western Cntario jn this century owe much, as
miaht have heen expected, to thne legacy of Upper Canadian radicallsm,
The vural Grit tradition bf Western Ontaric was doubtless a

faclor in rendering it fertiie ground for the Patrons and the UF0,

On the other hand, the CCF-NDP has never fared particulariy welil f{o

particularly poorly) in this region. rtawever, the party’s ;ortunes
have by no means be?n uniform in Western Ontario. industrialized,
unionized cities like Brantford and Windsor, and to an extent such
centres as Stratford and St. Thomas, have traditionally bean favourable
to the CCF-NDF, but it has yet to make any serious inrocads in the

region's rurel areas. Nor has the party fared well in the city of

Loadon; save one by-slection victery, the CCF-NDP has never carriced
a London seat,

As was the case in the Golden Horseshoe, turnout in Western
tntario was consistently high until 1923, Since then it has remained

very close to the proviacial norm.  That turnout did not fal] sc maric-

-

ediy as in the Golden tHorseshoe likely raflects the lesser impact =
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industrialization. : N
The pattern of dispersion in Liberal voting is very similar
to that of the Golden Horseshoe. The Liberal vote share did not vary
substantiaily from riding to riding in the nineteenth-century, but it
did during the pericd 1211 to 1829, Fcilowing the Depression, Liber-
at support was somewhat more narrowly dispersed then during the dark
days, and guite unexceptional by praovincial standards, The dispersion
of Conservative voting in Westera Ontaric diverges very iittle from

overail provincial patterns, although in 1971 and 1975 it was wider

than at any pievious election.

Toronto

In contemplating Table VI-10, which contains the eiectoral

N

data for Toronto (as defined by the presert Metreopoiitan boundary},

it is well to recognize that in the last century whet s now suburban

and even mid~town Toronto was farmland, interspersed with small vil-
lages, This is not tc say that, as might be surnised, the aggregate
figures, which portray Toronto as strongly competitive until 18gh,

simply reflect the cancelling of large Liberal majorities in East and

West York, the rural ssats, by the Conservative plurality in the city.

ast York did regularly give the Grit standard-bearer a comfortable

m

majority, but West York was a very competitive seat, while the city
oropei usually went Tory by only slim margins, In the 1890's though,
the image ot 'Tory Toronto' becams accurate, as the Grits Tell hope-

in the popular vote.
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TARIE  ¥T-10

FARTY VOTA SHARES AND TURNOUT

TORONTO
LIBERAT COMIERVATIVE THIRD TURNOUT
Year Mzan N Mean KN Mean N Mean
1867 23.9 25.3 56,5
1371 27,6 23,0 50.6
1875 87.9 28.6 56,6
1879 26,0 25,8 52,3
1883 2903 26,6 13.4 2 sS4, 0
1886 20,2 - 38.1 T5e
1890 26,3 26.9 725
1504 29,0 33,9 20.9 1 68,3
1893 31.1 35.6 65,7
109G2 23.1 24,8 2.4 4 65.6
1905 19.8 26.8 1.6 4 66.1
1908 12.3 32,0 S b 52,1
1911 8.2 z4.9 .3 & 35.8
1914 23,7 31.4 1,3 4 S5.4
21623 3.9 2b,0 4L,6 4 32.4
ig2¢ 12.8 41,9 60.‘
1929 ;.1290 27’.9 L"O."‘ﬂ"
1934 26,7 27.0 13.1 11 65,8
1937 25,5 26.5 10.4 14 64,6
1ok9 2.8 21,1 1.4 53.0
1ohs 11.3 31.9 20,0 §8.9
1648 11.53 26.3 26,4 66.8
1951 12.5 27.9 18.4 60,4
1985 14,4 238 14,6 54,5
1959 15.9 21,7 13.4 51.7
1963 18.7 26,2 14,8 60.0
1967 18.9 24,3 21.2 64,6
1971 15,8 32,4 20,8 72.5
1975 20,3 3.5 21.1 65,8
1477 15.1 26,0 21,56 64,1
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Entries in the '"rhird" column of Table Vi-iQ for the years
1879 to 191k show the proportion of the Torconto electorate attracted
by Socialist and Labour candidates (in no other region were they of
anywhere near the same significance). That their votes are lumped
together by no mears impiies that the various candidates et any given
election had any connection; indeed, they were cften bitteriy opposad.
The vast bulk of thowse votes at each election went tfo candidates des-
cribing themselves as Labour; self-styled Socialists typically fared
very coorly, The data in this column for 1919 and 1923 shkow the sizz
of the ILP eirctorate,

Since the turn of the century, Toronto has consistently been
the most dismai territory for the Liberél party. Except in 1919 and
in the Hepburn elections, no Liberal won a Torento seat from 1905 until”
1959. Concomitantly, the city has been a key stronghold for the (CF-
NDP, though until recently, the party's support v;ried substantiailly
from district to district, Only twice since its initial rise to
nence in 1943 has the CCF-NDP garnered fewer votes in Toronto than the
Liberals.

In the elections since the Second World War - like those before
it = the Tories have not attractea a particularly impressive proporticn

of the clectorate in Toronto, but the split in opposition vcting,

vl

coupled with low turnout, has urntil very recently given them a saf
plurality and 2 rich harvest of s=zats. From 1905 until the 1975 debacls,
they wor 229 Toronto seats, compared to L0 each for the Libera!§ and the
CCF-NDP; fiom 1345 to 1975, thev wor 113, the CCF-NDP 33 and the

{.iber~ls 20,



One of the mcst safient Teatuires of Toronto's electoral history

has been its exceedingly low ievel of turnout; voter participation has
been in the 50 to 60 per cent raenge almost as often as in the €0 to 70
per cent range, and on thre2 occasions, it dipped far below 50 per cznt.
The high rate of abstenticr may be partly attributed to the Tories!
Vack of competition throughout most of this cezatury, but this exp
tion cannct hold either for the nineateenth century, or for 1913, 1934
or 1937. The city's low rate of turnout iz of course symptomatic of
generaily low turnout in urban areas, as discusszd in Chepter IV, In
the 1970's, turncut in Toronto has come very close to the provincial
nortt, and in 1977 its turnout was suvhstantially higher than the prev-
ious highs, registered in the 1890's,

The only noteworithy features of voting and turnout dispersion
for Toronto are the wide dispersion of Liberal support, particulariy
between 1905 and 1926, and the conparatively narrow dispersion of CCF-

NDP vote shares,

Morthern Ontario

Despite its enormous expanse, Northern Ontaric possesszs a

I

certain organic unity, based on the economic pre-aminence of extraci-

ive industries and a common feeling oY isclation and aliepnation fron

16,

ife. As Table Y!-11 demonstrates, in terms of

—

mainstream Intario

16 . , ]
See Morris zaslow, 'Does Northarn Ontario Po
<

$5e553
identity?'! Laurentian University Review V (August, 1973}, 9-20, snd
Don Scott "Nerthern Alienacion” in Donaid C. MazDonald., ed., Coverr-
men:t and Politics of Ontario (Toronto: Macmiilan, 1375), 235-07.  For
the view that its subservience to the south frajgments politics in fhe
north, see G,R, Weller 'Hinteriand Politicss The Case of Herthwestern
Ontario', Canadian Journal of Political Science X (Decsmber, 1477},

727-75k.
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aggiregate voting shifts, Northern Ontario's electoral history displays
somewhat more volatility than other regions. It is scarceiy surpris-
ing that the electoral traditions which developed in the province's
south should not become firmly entrenched here, for not only were his-
torical, economic and environmental conditicns substantially different,
but a very lairge proportion of Northern Ontario's population had no
recots ¢r connections with the scuth,

Until 1885, Northern Ontario comprised only one riding. In
concert with the extremely fiuid, transisnt population in this largely
uninhabited area, this made for extreme swings in the popultar veote.
From the 1890's tc the First WoridvWar, as the North became populated,
a fairly consistent, competitive pattern emerged (in popular vote, if

the measure both ot

ams
wn

not 2lwave in the distribution of seats). it

1

o

the integration of the North into the province!s social 2nd politic

(N

affairs, and tha extent of the Tory attraction, that, as elsewhere in
the province, 1905 marked the beginning of a solid Tory advantage
over the Liberals.

The 1919 election becan a period of great electoral instabil-
ity in Northern Ontario. In the eariy 'twenties, the area's votes were
fairly svenly split among the Tories, Grits, and the UFO-ILP {the
atliance between the farmers and the workers was prcobably at its
strongest hera), Then, within a space of four eleﬁtions, three part-
ies carrijed off virtually clean sweeps. In 1925 and 1929, Noithern
OGntario voters were strongly attracted to the Conservatives, but during

the Depression they ralliied behind Hepburn's Liberals in greate

-
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numbers than any other region except the Georgian Bay district.
ally, in 1943 Northern Ontario swung to the CCF far more strongly than
any other region.

Although in 1943 the Tories suffered their nost grievous popu-
lar vote losses in Northern Ontaric, plummeting to i1.%4 per cent of
the electorate, cver the following three elections they rebuilt their
support to about thirty per cent, wnzre it remained until 1975. After

its initial s

c

ccesses, the CCF faded badly in the 1950's, but of late

NDP support heas appreoached iits earlier levei, so that Northern Ontario

is once again the party's strongest reg:ion. This resurgence has been

recovery in the 1975 election, had been steadily declining since 1989,

Until! 1929, turnout in Northern Jirtaric was very far below

« -

the provincial norm; only twice was it greatar than o0 pesr cent,
whereas it fell below 50 per cent on six occasicns, Simpls gecgraphic
and environmental factors, which rendered the act of voting far more
difficult in Northern Ontario, doubtless had some influence on turn-
out., Since 1929, however, the rate'of voter participation in KNosrtharn
Ontario has uniformly been marginaliy higher than thz provircial mzan,
This represent; the area's growing integration into the overall pattern
of Ontario poclitics.

As was generally the case throughcut the prbvince, the Liberal
vote share haes varied more across ridings than has that of the Tories,
particulariy from 1805 to 1929, apd alse since 1348, The dispersion

of Conservative electoral support is much like that of the other regien

173
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particularly Toronte, the Goiden Horseshoe and Western Ontaric. . By
comparison with other reqions, the CCF-NDP's vote share has been

narrowly dispersed,

Trends Over Time

Bv and large the trends in party vote shares within regional
contexis repeat the grovince-wide trends discussed in Chapter ill. The
data, presented in Table VI-12 are correlations (Kendall's tau) of
party vote shares with time for the entire span c¢f provincial history,
as vell as for the sericds 1867—]902,]7 1505-16786 and 1943-1975.

lLiberal support has declined significantly in each of the seven
regicns since Confederation, but for most regions, this overall trend
masks an upward trend in the nineteenth century and a downward trend
in the present century. Since 1943 the trend of Liberal supnort has
been down in Eastern Ontario, but up in Western Ontario and Toronto;
the correlations for the cther regions are not significant.

Regional trends in Cons;rvative voting have not been so con-
sistent, Across zll thirty eslections, the tfend is significantiy up
in the Leke Ontario district, significantiy down in the Golden Horse-

shoe, Western Ontaric, and Toronto, and not significant elsewhere,

~h
3

l7if the 1867 election is excluded from the calculations, on
the grounds that firm party lines had yet to be established, the trend
for both tiberal and Conservative veting in ail regions bacomes more
strongly positive, aithough the basic pattern - strong upwards Libera?
trend, mixed Conservative trend - remains,

18, C .
The upward trend in Torvito signals not so much recent Lib-
eral strergth there as the party's abysmal showings in the 1940's.
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For the period 1867~1902, the trerds are mixed: two significant pesi-
tive correlations, two significant negative correlations, and three
which are not significant, For the elections since 1905, all three
significant correlations ars rniegative, indicating a downwarcd trend in
Tory vote share. For the post~war era only one of the correlations
reachss stancard levels of significance: in Northern Ontario the
level of Cconsarvative support has increased significantly.

None of the tests for trend or CCF-NDP over the 10 elections
begirning in 1943 are significant, thoush doubtless this conceals a
downward trerd from 1942 to the mid 1950's and an upward trend since
then. Trends for turnout are mixed, both across regions and across
time spans; Indiviadtdal entries in the table may be of Interest, but

ne cverall patterns are evident.

Conclusion

e — -

No purpose would be served by a recapitulation of specitic
finaings raised in this chapter. What is of moment is that important
regional variations emerged with respect to patterns and trends of
party support, though virtually all major developments were province=
wide in scope - which i35 not to say uniform. Many regionsl variaticns,
such as the divergence in the eiectoral paths of Western Ontaric and
the Gelden Horseshoe after the turn of the century, and the poor show-
ing of the CCF-NDP in Eastern Ontario and elsewhere, are clearly roctzd
in the social make-up of the different regicns and in the resultant dif-

ferential impact of social charge. Othar ragicnal variations,
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be essentially reflections of social influences, but the influence of
distinct regional political traditions cannot be ruled out. Moreover,
even 1f most of the electoral differences across regions could be
accounted for in terms of social composition, this does not mean that
region is without intrinsic importance, for region has been and con-
tinues to be a salient reference point to voters and politicians alike.
Region is important because people deen it thus, and as this chapter
demonsirates, they have good reason for viewing it as e key =2lement in
Ontario electoral politics.

The regional similarities and differences outlined in this
chapter are of interest in their own right, but as well, they must be
bornz in mind as background and contgxt o the analyses carried éut in’

the two following chapters,



CHAPTER VIl ELECTORAL CHAMCE

The data presented in Chapter V| identify, in a preliminary

~h

ashion, some major and mincr electcral changes and periods of

(D

»

[&]

tability.  This chepter extends the analysis through-more prec
systematic identification of these changes,

change employed in

[

None of the methods of analysing eiectora
this chapter possess great statistical sophistication. Some modes of
analysis were precluded on technical grounds. lore fundementally,
though, the lack of complexity derives from the basic goal of the

an

L.'

alysis: the identification, description and evaluation of specific
electoral changes rather than the formulation of abstract models of
electoral change, In addition, the decision to remain 'close to the

ed on an appreciaticn of ¢he shortcomings inherent in

S
(%)

data' is prem
the data set and a coﬁsequent desire to avoid statisticai or method-
oidgical comﬁ]exity_which night convey an air of precision and
certainty unwarranted by the dafa.

The principal focus of the analysis, sought via 'ecological
regressiont and construction of matrices of correlation coefficients,
is the strength and durability of party ties. Thes patterns uncovered

ars import¢ant in their own right, but they also have a bearing on the

evaluation of several models of electoral change outlined in Chapter {!l.

Fcllowing this, the focus of aftentior is turned towards the relation-
ships among the various parties' supporters., These relaticnships are

important for understanding the hases of political division within the

electorate, and the occasions arnd manner in which these divizions have
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changed. Finally, data are examined pertaining to the rise and the
electoral consequences of third parties.

By no means are all of the interesting features of the data
discussed in the text. Any number of intriguing or anomaious.findings
are simply ignored because they are at best only tangentially related
to the analytical concerns of this chapter (in any event, a good many

of tham are ail but inexplicable).

The Anaiysis of Electoral Change

The principal technical hindrance to scme cthar promising modes
of analysis is the lack of continuity in the urit of analysis, the

constituency. In his excellent study, Critical Elections and the Main-

springs of American Politics, Welter Dean Burnham employed a form of

Udiscontinuity' analysis, fitting a2 regression ecuabion o Sutcessive

Kl

sets of ten contiguous elections, with dummy eleciicn-yzar variables
set to | for the first five elections and to 0 for the iast five,
Systematic changes in residuals {(as reflected in thz ‘discontinuity co-
efficient'y were taken as an indication that the period between the
fifth and sixth elections marked a transition from one pattern of

- i Coages . .
aligoment to another, Although this procedure generates precise

statistics on the degree of change frcm one period to the next, it

recguires that the unit of analysis remain constant throughout tne

¥Wa!ter Dean Burnham, Critical Elections and the Mainsprinas
of American Politics (New York: W.W. Norton, 1370}, 12-5, This
techinigue is well suited to distinytishing between clectoral pericds,
but is less appropriate for discerning other forms of change.
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entire time span, The redistribution of ridings renders this technique
impossible; althcugh the affects of redistributions may be taken into
account for any pair of elections (though less satisfactorily across
increasing numbers of redistributions), it is not possible to - do so
consistently for serizs of e!ections.2 MacRae and Meldrum's imaginative
use of factor analysis in identifying eiectoral change cannct be used on
our data since it is only applicable to two party systems, and requires
a Tull complement of invariant cases ovar the full pericd of analysis,
Finally, some noteworthy findings abecut eﬁectoral change in the United
States were made possible through analysis of the unique data thrown

¢p by the American electoral system - split-ticket voting, differences
in pariy preference and tuinout rates for various offices at state,
natioral! and local levels of governﬁent, and the }ike.u The singie

vote given the Ontario elector necessarily prezludes many ‘revealing
analytic techniques available to students of American poiitics.

Two basic methods are emplioyed in the present analysis of

uliarities cf regression analysis, moreover, it
cult to estimate the effects of differing
a

cclamaticn, or the presence or absence of

2Given the pec
would be extremely dif
nunbers of cases due to
third party candidates,

1
i

U
f

Duncan MacRae, Jr., and James A, Meidrum, !'"Factor Analysis
of Aggregate Voting Statistics,!' in Mattei Dogan and Stein Rokkan,
eds,, Quantitative £¢ological Analysis in the Social Sciences (Cam-
bridge, Mass.: MiT fress, 1969), 497-9.

i . . :

‘See for example, Walter Dean Burnham, "The fChanging Shape

of the American Political Universe,' American Political Science

Review LIX {March, 1965), 7-28; Meldrum and MacRae, 'Factor Analysis,"

and Gerald M. Pomper, Yoters Choice: Varieties of American Electoral
Behaviour (New York: Dodd Mead, 1975).
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electoralvchange. First, correlation matrices are assembled relating
each party's vote share to its own vote share and to that of other
parties for eariier and later elections.5 Correlating a party's vote
share across time is a means of monitoring changes in the strencth and
stability of the =lectorate!s attachment to it. Correlating two part=
ies!' vote shercs oifers insights into the reltationships between their
efactorates, The second general wmethod of analysing change is the
gencraticn of time series of cross-sectianal relationships, That is,
retations between variables at different poirts in time are inspacted
for evidence of changes or c