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The story goes that when the inhabitants of 'Island MeGee!
~on the North Ceast of Ireland were almost anﬁihilated

by a force of Covenanters, three lcGees escape&;with
their lives and little else of value. From one of

these three, Thomas D'Arcy McGee, Irish-Canadian poat,x
~orator and statesman,iclaimed direct descent.

In his veins no Royal blood coursed; of titled.ancéstfy

" he was unable to boast, but a worthier heritage than
these was his -- the memory and influencé and iHSpiratibn

of honest, industrious and godly pareats.

Thomas D'Arcy McGee was born.at Carlingford, C@ﬁnty Louth,
Ireland, on the 13th of April 1825. He was the fifth
child and second son of James McGee and Dorcas Cabharine
Morgan. The ba&y b6y was christened.in'honor of:his
godfather, Thomas D'Arecy, Esq., a,family friend'Wh0
resided in the vicinmity of Carlingford. James McGes,
whosa father had taken part in the i11-advised revolutien
of 1798 under Lord Edward Fitzgerald, was at the tims

of D'Arcy's birth an OLflClal in the coast-guard service.
 His ﬂlLS ‘Catharine Morgan was the accomplished | -
- daughter of a Dublin bookseller, whose connection

- with the United Irishmen and the uroublas of ’98 had

brought upon him 1mprlsonment and financial ruin.
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Bred in thé traditions of revolution and reared in

an anti-British atmosphere as McGee had heen, it is not
surprising to find him later on a prominent member of |
the 'repeal' party in Ireland. Brought up in the |
Roman Catholic faith, the religion of his ancestors,f
he was throughout 1life a consistent advocate and

defender of that faith.

McGee always referred to his father as an honest, upright
and religious man, and ‘to his mother as a woman of

more than ordinary charm and ability. . His father's
‘influence was a strong facler in the'mouldina'of his .
chavacber, yet the 1mpr3351ons that persisted from his
tender years were due largely to the influence of

his gifted mother, Endowed with a highly aBSuheth

and affectionate nature she was the type of woman who

in all ages has been the progenitor of great men.

She taught her children to lisp their infant prayers,
instructed them in the rudiments of knowledge and sang
'tc tham the thrilling old ballads of Ireland and Scatland.
lcGoe's imaginative leltic natura drew strong
re-enforcements from the poetlc anvironment of his
childhood, end without doubt the fires of his later
revealed poetlc genius were kindled by a coal from |

off the Tamily altaro
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In 1833, the father, James McGee received an appointment
in the customs-house at Fexford and the family removed |
to that histeric town where in 1169Iaf Selskar Abbey

the first treaty was signeﬁ with the English when the
town surrenderad to Fitz-Stephen. Here for the first
time Thomas D'Arcy attended day scheol. - It was during -
the first yeai of his residence at Wexford- that he

experienced the first and greatest sorrsw of his life .

in the death of his mother. This sad event, securring

when the lad was eight years old, had a lasting effect .

upon his impressionable.mind.‘ Amid the'viciSsitudes,
and perplexities of later yeérs.the memory ef his

mother was always an inspiration to his life and an

anchor to his‘soul. Through his poeiry and prose'

there breathes a filial affection almost divine,

0f her he wreotle:

"My Mother! at that holy name,
TWithin myﬂbosom there's a gush
0f feeling’which no time can tame
A feeling Which,for'yeirs of fame
‘ I would not, could not crush!® | _
This early bereavement and his conééquant struggle
through childhood against so heavy a handicap had not

a little to do with many of the mistakes of his earlier
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political career, and much to do with the development

of the many robust gualities that characterized him.

During the scheol days at ¥ fexford he became an active
member of a juvenile temperance society established by
Father Mathew the famous Irish apostie of Temperance.

Here was an opportunity of developing his embryonic
talents for eratory and the lad was not slow in availiﬁu--
himself of it. He was the proadaSB boy in the county
when at the age of thirteen, after delivering a speech
before a large temperance gathering in Wexford, his
preceptor took him by the hand and conrratulated hln‘

on the success of his first publie efforts. As a student
HfcGee resvealed maﬁy,of those quaiities that made hlm a
leader of men later in life, He was industrious and
precaéious. He rsad aagériy aﬁd with wise diécriminatiqn;
he mads hiﬁselﬁ familiar With'ﬁha poetry of his native
land, and was. a careful student of history -- particularly
that of Ireland and America.  Even at so early a date
as this, he had a very defiﬁite.idea of the conditions

of his fellow-countrymen im the Western world, |
POSSESSlEG a ratentlve memory and having the ablllty

to assimilate and coordinate what he had 1earned

he left Wexford with an 1ntellectual equipment that

raised him above the average level of his contemporarias.
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True, he received @nly a common schoql e&ucation, but
those were days whem university doors were not dpen

to everyone. The only institution of highes 1§arningA
into which he might have entered was HMaynooth, a college
‘devoted almost exciusively to the praparation of those
entering the priesthood. After some nine years ai .
Wexford he faced ths Wofld and. the tasklaﬁ making a

liveliheod.
..00. ....... . ®* 8 o b >89

Filled with ambition and seeing little opportunity at
home for material suécess, he determined to seek his,
fortune across the sea. Accompanied by one of his
sisters, and followed by a sorrowing father's blessing,
he set szil for America én the 8th of April~1842.

"It is a strange coincidence in the 1ife of Mr. McGee™
Writes Mr. H.J.07C.Clarke "that although he left Iveland
for the ﬁnitad-Sﬁaﬁes, he ;assad.through Canadaven»hisv
’-waj thither, and often in conversation with the writer
has he deseribed the deep impression made on his mind
by the magnificeﬁce and grandeur of the scenery of the
River St Lawrence as he sailed up to Quebec, his

astonishment on visiting the fortifications of the
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Canadian Gibraltar, how favourably he was impfesséd with
the appearance and prosperity of the city of Montreal,
how often has he not laughed at the deep regret he felt
that so splendid a country should be subject %o the:

- hated power of Great Britain, and its populatiom crushed
under the 'Iron Heel' of the oppressor of his race -~ °
the boy was dreamingé. Have any of us sighted for

the first time a foreign shore, ba it Bast or West,
witﬁout finding our £irst impression one of surprise
that there too the earth was beéutifﬁl as at home and
that the gemeral features of the new land were after all

not as strange as we had pictured them im imagimation.

From Montreal, McGee and his sister procesded to
Providenee, Rhode Island, where the welcome of their
mothar's only sister was awaiting them. After a brief
visit with his aunt, McGee set out to seek his fortune
and chose Boston as the mosﬁ promising cily wherein he
might succeéd. Just at ﬁhat}time the mdveman£ foﬁla -
- repsal of the Trish union with England was uppermost
in the minds of the Irish-fmericans in‘Boston'and it
received not a litile encouragemént and support from
the lsading public men of the day. - It was the latter
part of June 1842, e few days before thé ennual Fourth

of July celebration, that M¥cGee arrived in Boston.



"The glorious Fourth, in Boston; burst on the mind of

the young enthusiast with 21l its grandeur of music,

firing of guns, and neisy displaj, and as he steod

and heard the 'orator' of the day deliver his fixed

speech, after the rga&ing of the Declaration‘af'Indépendanca

before the assembled multitude szathersd im front of =
Faneuil Hall, he was so carried away by the glowing
descriptions of the freedom and equality secured to the
down-trodden of the world by the constitution of the
United States that after the speaker had comcluded,

the hoy @rat@r‘mounted on the fromt éeat ufta cart and
poursed forth such a stream of fervid oratory and honeyed

.eloguence as produced a marked effect on the greal
multitude. Wdr over half an hour the sea of upturned
faces llsbened to the youth and drank in the saul~st1rr1ng
words as they fell from his 1103-.the app1aasa whlch |

| grested him was most enthusiastic, and he whe stood in

that vast multltude a short time befora, a total strangar,

unknewn énd friendless at the close'of his first effort

on American soil found himself surrounded ! by ten thousand

friends.  *Who 'is he9' was the questlon asked from one

t6 another, but none. could tell. '0hl? said ome in

the crowd, 'he is e little curly headed Pad&y ‘

- 'I wish to Cod then! replied another, 'that such littlev'
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curly headed Paddies as that would come to us by thle
ship loads; any country may feel proud of that youth'®.
The man who last spoke was General B. Butler, ana he
himself related the circumstances abeve mentioned o

the brother of that little curly headed Paddy, Col,
James McGeo, when they met later, on the fiéld, iuring
the American Civil War. When we remember that the boy |
was but seventeen years of age and thatlhe was'a&dressing
a crowd composed chiefly of emotional young Irishmen

we may safely cenclude that the speech made up in its
appeal to the emotion what it lacked in finish of phrase
and depth of thought. Te what extemt his oration
served the purposes of the celebration is an open
question, but there is ﬁo;aoubt that it served the
purposes of the orator in.mgking friends for him and

lifting him from obscurity to preminence.

A &ay or two later when he vasually emtered the bookshop.
of the Boston PILOT, he was recogmized by the praprietor,
Wr. Patrick Donohoe, as the young orator of Independepce
Day, and aftér_a short c@nversation was offered a
position on the staff of the PIIOT. What could have
been more to McGee's tasts than employment on the PIIOT,
vhich was then and for meny years afterwards the chief

exponent of Irish Roman Cathelic opinion in New England.
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‘He readily accepted the offer and during the succeeding
two years he contributed to iis columns numerous
articles and poems, chiaflyven the subject nearest his
heart -- Irish liberty. So efficiently did HcCes
perform the tasks commitied to him that at the end of ;

two ‘years he became editor-in-chief of the paper.

The great famine of 1847 in Ireland Wés.the'beginning

of that migration of the Irish people to the North
American Continent, which during succeeding jears.
assumed such alarming prepertions as to cause many
misgivings on the part of siatesmen in the Western
world, particularly so in the United States.

The newcomers were largely the ignorant supérstitious
class who became the hewers of wood and drawars of water

in their new found home. They were welcome becauss

they furnished the counﬁry‘with éheap labor; they were
unwelcome because they;braught'in'thairftrain new

social problems. They herded together in the Squaiid |
districts of thé-lafger cities. They were preyed‘upeﬁ 
by their unécrupulaus ieaders'ﬁhasa blatant energy more
‘than their merit gave them authariiy.' These turbulent
peaple, trained in cemspiracy and rebellion, contributed
much to the degredation of American politics and were 2

serious menace. to American institutions.
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Following the year 1800, when the union beiween England
and Ireland Was‘established, one of the cutstanding
public questions among the Irish peoplevwas that
commonly known as the Repeai Movement. The unien
denied to Ireland that freedom:she required for her
national development. . It placed heavy restrictions
upon her trade, and laid irksome disabilities upon her
religious life, In McGee's day, the resentment and
opposition fell by this unfortunate people, aséumed
concrete form and gathered strength.under the leadership
‘of Daniel 0'Connell. It is mot at all strange thai
when many'of the members of the Papeai party became
citizens of the United States, they should emdeavour to
carry on their agitation in their new home. Thus a
purely Irish dcmestlc problem forced itself upon the'
attention of the American public. The situationm was
one that coul&Andt safely beé ignored and there was -
erganized amongst the native born Americans, a mbvemeut
to resist thé pretentions and ambitiens of thair |
Irish fello% citizens. It was a sacret‘ordér whose.
members when questioned By outsiders as to their
principles and methods answered 'we kmow nothing illegal
or disloyal'. This was the so éalle&_Know-nathing

Movement, prominent in Amsrican politics at that time,
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If these times were critical in the history of imerica
they were doubly.sé in the hisﬁary of the Irish race
there, McGee was one of the few defenders the Irish

had in the country. In the columns of the ‘pilot” and

on the public platform he Jaunched a most effective
campaign dencuncing in scathing terms the‘kn@w-nathing |
party andvadvacating very forcefully. the repeal movement,

With such conspicuous ability did ha.defend and uphold

the rights of his own people both in lmerica and in
Trelend, that he atiracted the abttention of the
great Liberatcr, 0'Connell himself, who referredvfo _ 
McGee's editorials as "the inspired writings of a young

exiled Irish boy in Bmerica",

As a result of the prominence thus attained and the
enviable reputation as a journmalist which he possessed, |
‘McGee was offered the editorship of the Dublin:
FREEMAN'S JOURNAL, that widely-circulated organ of
" 0'Comnsll's party of moderation, known as the National
Pérty ar Old‘Iréland._ At the age‘of twenty, éftef a
sojourn ef three yeafs in the United States, McGee

returned to his native land. 'There seems, however,
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to have beén»some misunderstanding in regara to his
editorial appointment on the FREEMAN'S JOURNAL apd we
£ind hin filling the office of parllamentary
correspondent in London for that paper. The
editorial policy preseribed by the management was,
hewever, altogether too moderate for one éo radical

as McGee.  The slogan of the 0l1d Ireiand party,’..

of which O Connell was the guiding spirit with the |
JOURNAL as his mouthpiece, was 'moral force'.,

The impeiuous nature of McGee uﬁfortuﬂataly 1ed him
to cast in his lot with the Young Ireland partj,

whese slogan was ’physical f0rce“ and whose official -
organ was the Dubiin NATION. He soon found his
position with the FREDMAN'S JOURNAL snomalous, and
associated'himsélf.unresefvedly with the BATION.

‘He was but a youth of twenty and fgund‘kiﬁdrad.épirits
among the 1éaders of the pariy composéd chiefly, as
one‘writér ééys, "of bfieflesé but brilliant young
barrisﬁers 'fieryﬂjournaTists and hot headed students“
Their numbers included Charles Gavin Duffy, Thomas Jav1s,
John DllLOn, Thomas Francis ”eaaher and Smltb O’Brzen |
Through the columns of the BATION HcGee wrots, as dld
the others, without restraint on the repeal ques£ion,

and the paper became nothing more nor less than a
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.dissem;nator of sedition. .Throughout McGee's entiré
career one characteristic stood out promimently --
the thoroughness with which he carried through anything
he undertook., 'His entrance inte the ranks of Ymung‘
Ireland was ne exception to this rule. During'tha‘
intrigue and conflict of '48 n@'mémbér of the party

was more deeply invelved than he.

In 1847, at the age of twenty two, HcGee was married

to Mary Theresa Caffry, a warm hearted Irish lass of
whom he was tenderly fond. Through@ut the:succeeding
years, despite their turbulence, sorréw‘and_anxieﬁy,
his home 1life provided for him the peace and content
and love that the world se often denied him,_and'ii |
is a question whether he could have endured thé one

if he had not enjoyed the other,

The activities of the NATION and its galaxy of brilliant -
writers and poets emboldened Toung Ireland to leave
0'Connell's Nabtional Party.  The}rev&lution in France _

and the génaral overthrow of Continental moparchs in .

1848 spurred on Young Ireland to the point of feckléssness.
At one of ﬁheir meetings thay passed a resolultion of
felicitation to the provisional French Govermment .

is part ef their plan for Irish freedom, McGee was sent
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on a seeret mission to Scotland. His instructions
were, to stir up the Irish of Glasgow and incite them
‘o seize two or thrae'Clyde steamers;for use en the
coast of Sligo. The errand proved abortive, and the

" ill-starred mission known as the 'Dumbarten Affair',
was for years afterwards = two~e&géd sword in the hands
of McGee®s bitter and unscrupulous enemies, who charged
hin with having betrayed his trust, The Right Hon.
Sir Charles Gavin Duffy, in his history emtitled
v“Young-Ireland", writGS'thué of McGee;

"7o forty poli%ical prisaners.in Newgate, when the
world seemed shut oub te me forever, 1 esteemed him as
I do te-day. I said, 'if we were about to begin our
work amew, I would rather have his help than any man's
of all our C@nfederates'. I said, ‘the could do more
things like a masier than thé best aﬁongst.us; that he -
had beer sent at the last hour, on a perilous mission,
and performed it not only with unflinchinélcourage,

but with a sueccess which had ne parallel in that era;
an¢ above all that he has been systematically-blackéhe&
by the Jacobins to am extent that would have blackened
2 saint of God., Since he has been in America; I have
watched his career, and one thing it has never wanted —-

a fixed devotion to Irish interests'”.
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Also Thomas Francis Heagher bears testimony tc the
courage, enthusiasm, tact and energy of McGee.
There is not a scintilla of evidence tc show that he
was in any respect a traitor to his cause., However

greal and numerous were his failings, treachery and

unfaithfulness are not numbered ameng them.

While McGee was in Scotland, on motion of Thomas Francis
Heagher at one of the Confederate meetings, war'was
declared and the fiasco known as the insurrection of

- Smith O'Brien broke out. A perilous time il was for
Britain; but in her characteristic way she did not seem
to realize itl! She hurried to the front several
pbliéemen and the formidahle Confedsracy nas defeated

in a cabbage garden near Ballingarryl A few heads

were battered. The rebellion was quelled. Smith 0'Brien
was arrested, tried on a charge of high treason, o
convicted and sentenced te death. Other leaders of

the Confederacy were arrested and imprisoned and along
with 0'Briem, whose sentence had been commutad, were
transported to Australia. Nome of these prisoners,
however, sorved long terms, it being the desire of the
Government simply to make an example of them.

As soon as this.end was served they were granted

their liberty.
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Heanwhile word reached McGee in Glasgow that the
insurrection which had broken out im Ireland had
signally failed; that some Qf-the'leadeps had been
arrested and a reward for the apprehension of himself
and others had bsen offered. In various disguises
“he evaded the police and after a little delay, cressed
over to the north of Ireland and found shelter in the

home of Dr. Maginm, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Devry.

He realized that it would be impossible for him to
remein in-the British Isles without arrest, so decided
to sail for the 'Land of Liberty'. It was a time of
grave anxiety for McGes, for his devoted wifé amaited )
‘his reiurn to their quiet home in a suburb of Dublin,
He could not leave for America without bidding her |
farewéll nor‘coulﬁ he.accompliéh this object ﬁ%th@ut'

endangering his liberty. He contrived te sead her

word of his plams and arranged for her to visit him

in his place of concealment. It was a sad parting,

made 2ll the more so by the fact that the young wife
was soon te beceme a mother., The ﬁns?eakable,“

heart~ache of such a‘parting is known only to fhdse'

who have been c¢alled upen te pass through it.

God alone knows if the pariing kiss shall be the last

~one, and God only can comfort the almost widowed heart.
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Yet with true and patriotic devotion she bade him
God-speed and he set sail for America in the guise

of a priest.

He arrived in Philadelphia on the 10th of Qctober 1348,
and proceeded to New York, where he set himself to the
task of providing for life's necessities. - Naturally

he turned to journalism.. ‘Sixteen &ays'éfter his
arrival he had organizei_and'commenaa& the pdblicatioh' )
of the New York NATION. HcGee was novétranger te the
Irish in America. He was well remembered as the

' forcefﬁl editor of the Boston PILOT and favourably

known as one of the laté editors of the Dublin HATION.

In addition te the persenal prestige which he enj@yed;:
his paper supplied a real want amongst ﬁhe Irish—Amariéan
consfituendy, and from the cubset it met mith an |
enthusiastic reception., Had McGeafs better judgment
triumphed over his impétuous nature; the New York NATION
might have steered successfully around meny a rock

~and sheal. Chagrin over the igneminious defeat of
Young Ireland rankled in his breast, and in his bitter

editorials in the NATION he threw the blame for failure
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upon the Romam Catholic clergy. It is undoubtedly
true that the clergy Sysﬁematiéally opposed the
movement for they realized from the bsginning that it

was doomed to failure.

McGes's denunciation of the hierarch hy vas sé persistent
that the venerabls Archbishop Huﬁhﬁs of Wew York took
up the defense and a bitter controversy ensued. |
His Lordship presented the facts of the case with such
merciless logic that MceGee's contenfions were shown

to bs.mithout ground, and his qualifications for
leadership began to be quesiioned by tha.lrish—Ameriéan
public. Had he at the time humbly acknowledged defeat
and tendersd through the Archbishop an apolbgy to those
he hed maligned, the whole iﬁci&qnt would deubtless

have been forgotten, But HéGee; always sure of himself
and coﬁfidenﬁ_in his own judgment and in the integrity
of his conelusions, did neither, This attituds cost
him dearly'-~ his prestige, vhis:infiuence and ultimately
his paner, for tha circulation of the NATEQN dW1ndled
until he was forced to abandon the praperty.

Later on, both in private and in public, thae.frankly |
acknowledged his error in this contreversy and éxpressed
~the keenestArggret that he had allowed his proximity’to

the rebellion %to distor:t his vision.

~
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In the meaniime McGee had been joimed by his wife end
infant daughter Mary. The outlook ahead of them was
anything but bright. But difficulties could not daunt
his ardent spirit, and he set himself to fhe ﬁask of
providing for his loved ones. In Boéton, in 1850

‘at the earnest solicitation of some of his former |
friends, he launched a new publication, the AMERICAN CELT.
He still regarded himself as a leader in the revolutionary
party, and for the first two years 0f~its caréep the
columns of the CELT were dominated by practically the
same anti-British tone as those of the WATION had been. -
But the foundations of his mental atiitude were u
undergoing reconstruction, They had been rudely

~shaken through the céntro;arSy with Bishop Hughes and

he came to look upon Irish questions with a more mature
judgment. . Im writing of Mr. McGee and the CELT at this
time, Mrs. Sadlier says: "There came a time When»thé‘
greatl strong mind and far:seéing intellect of its editor .
began to soar above the clouds of paSsioﬁ and , pre judice
inte the‘regién of eternal truth. 'The cant of factiqn,
the fiery denunciation that after 21l amounted to mothing,
he began fo sée in their true colours; and with his |
whole heart he then and ever after aspired to elevate

the Irish people, not by impracticable Ulopian schemes
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of revolution, but by teaching them to make the best

of the hard fate, that mads them the subjscts of a

' foreign power differing from them in race and religion;
to cultivate among them the arts of peace, and to'raise
themselves by ways of peaceful indusfry and increasing
enlighterment to the level even of the mere prospercus

sister island™.

McGee was a comspicuous figure on the lecturs platform,
He numbered amongst his intimate acquaintances many of
the cultured and intelleectual men of the day.

It would be sirange indeed 1f a nature so impressicnable’
as his should not respond fto an aitmosphere so congenial
and so wholeséme‘as that which surrounded him,

ind he did. The impetuous youth,-- with his insbinchive
Tove of right'and of - liberty and‘hiS'singﬁlar disregard
for th

this young man began to look at life through other eyes.

<o

methods by which.either could be secured,--

He gained a new sense ol propofticn, and was able to
view the facts of life in a more corract perspective.
Ho found that there were people born outside the Emerald
Isle who were just, and wise and good; that the troubles
of his native land, which had practically absorbed 2all
his atiention up to this time, were not as important

to others as to himself.  Thus by a process partly
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unconscious and partly éurposed, he became adjusted to
the new relations in which he foiind himself, and
equipped for the great tasks to which later he would
be called to lay his hand. In the development of the
-mental life, stages such as this comé. It is the mark
of a great mind that it recognizes the changes, welcomes -
them and prepares for all the other adjustments that
follow in its trein. The evidence of such ‘a mental
. change in HcGee is f@ﬁﬁd in;a letter addressed to his
friend, Themas Francis Meagher, and published in the
CELT in August 1852, in which he frankly unfolds the |
~precess by which the change in his attitude towards
revolution had been Wrcﬁght. After exhorting his
friend at some length to judge Irelands troubles -
accor&ing‘to the standards of Christianity, he goes on
to say: “Permit me as one ﬁh@'ﬁas been over the ground
ef this enqulry, to tell you what discoveries I made .
upon 1t.. This I w1ll do as candidly and plainly as 1f
I were dictating a last will and testament; IOPlln this
case all plainness is demanded. ‘1 disecevered atitﬁe
very outset of the enquiry, my'oWn igﬁorance{
This I discovered in a way which, 1 trust inﬁGod? you
will never have to travel -- by controversy and

bitterness, and sorrow for lost time and wasted
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opportunities., Had we studie&-ériﬁciﬁleé in Ireland-

as devoutely as we did an ideal natlonallty, I might

not now be laboarlnc double tides to recover a confidence
which my own fault forfeited. But I will say it, for
it is necessary to be said, that in Ireland the study

of principles is at the lowest ebb. OQur literature

has been English, that is, Droteéténtf our politics have

been Frencn, or implicit following ef Q! Connell;

and under all this rubbish, the nalf-forgotten
catechism was the enly Christian'elémeni-in our mental
constitutlon.  Since Burke died, politiss ceased to
be a science in ocur island and 1n England. . The cruel
political economy of Adam Smith never had dlelpleS
among us; the eloguence of Shiel is not bottomed upon
any principle; the ipse dixit of 0'Connall could be no

substitute to ardent and awakened intellect for the

satisfyija fullness of a Balmes or a Bfoﬁnson..........
. Heving discovered by close self- exam1natlon that the
reading chiefly of modsrn books Enolish'an&.French
gave very supsriicial and Lalsa views of pelitical
science, I cheorfullj said to nyself, 'hy friend, you
are on the wrong track. You think yeu know semethlng:
of human affairs, bu, you do not. = You are ignorant of

the primary pr1nc1ples that gevarn and nust govern the
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world. You can put sentences together but what does
that avail you, when perhaps those sentences are but

the husks and pods of poisonous seeds? Bewars!.

Look to it! You have a soul! Yhat will all the fame
of falents avail you if you lose that?'  Thus I resasomed
with myself, and ther setting my cheriéhed‘Opinions
before me one by one, I tried, judged, and capitally
executed every one savs and except thess which I found

tc be compatible with the foliowing doctrines:

‘1. That there is a Christendom.

2. That this Christendom'exis{é by and for the Catholic
church. | | |
3. That there is, in our own age, ons of the most.

~ dangerous and general conspiracies against Christendom
that this world has yet seen. |
4, That this conspiracy is aided, abetted, and tolerated
by many because of its stclen watchword -~ liberty.

5. That it is the ﬁighést duty of a Catholic man to go
over cheerfully,‘he;rtily and at once, to the side of
Christendom -- to the Catholic side, and to resist, with

all his might, the conspirators who, under the stolen

name of liberiy, meke war upen all Christian instituiions®..-

-~

For some years MeGee continued to pubiish the AMERICAN CELT

1

in Boston. It was during this tide that he won for himself
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a high place,amnng'the eminent'journalists'of his déy,
Later, at the urgent request of Bishop Timon of tﬁat
city, Buffalo became the headquerters of the paper.
After a brief stay there it was removed to New York,
where for five years it held the first place invthe
Irish-Amaricén»pfess. During the period between

1852 and 1857, the AMERICAN CELT was regarded by friend
and foe as the great champion and advocate of the Irish
race in America, and was‘c&nsidefed the foremost v

authority on all matters affecting Irish interests.

¥%hile he was engaged in literary work in New York, -
" ¥r. McGee made the acguaintance of mgny'Canadians.‘
His paper had = considerable cifculati@n in Canada
and his coempatriots there were doubtless attracted by
the forceful personality behind it. Tt became his
habit to spend seme of his‘hglidays in Canada. One

~ vacation was spent. on ‘the shores of 1ake Huron,:another
in the solitudes of the Ottawa, and another émong
Arcadian sceﬁes4of the maritime provinces. These
visits served a greatér-purpose-ﬁhaﬁ mefely affording
his weary bedy a rest; they enabled him to- acquire at
firsiihand a definite knowledge of Canada, her people
and her institutions. The information thus_feceived

had a far-reaching effect on McGee. He found that
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true freedom could exist under the British crown, and
instead of being 'crushed under the ircn heel of the
oppressor of his race’,Aezzgyggwprlv1leges to an extent
- not known even to his cousinmand ﬁeighboﬁr in the great
land of libarty‘ta the south., He discoversed a fact

of even greater moment from His'sténdpoimt -~ he had
revealed to him a true solution of Ireland's political

vtroubles.

Toward the Lmerican pelitical questions of the déy the
ELT was strictly independent and the Irish-American
citizens were cautioned nmot to trust too implicitly

in either political party. While its steadfast
“adherence to principle, its lofty disregard of pariy
interests and party intrigue wén for it a large pléce in,
and enabled it to wield a tremendous influence throughout
the Irish-American constituenmcy; it did not secure fer
it the material support it required. And its already
over-burdened editor had not a littié aif 1cu1ty in
providing for its maintainance‘ A party oraan has 1ts
'p riods of both feasting and fas i-g -~ as the pany is
"in' or 'eut', the preducts or promise of the former
éusfainiﬁg it during the. latter mentioned period.

The independeni journal experiences usually a continuous

fast, with no prospects of better days to brighten
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its dark enes. The CELT was no exception to this rule.

Through the columns of the CELT MeGee had strongly and
consistently advocatéd.a poliey of colonization on the . .
part of the Irish-Americans rather than their segregation'

~in the larger cities of the east. To furthef this end
he organized the *Buffalo Convenulon s 2 meeting ef |
One Hundread nromlnent Irishmen, lay and clerical,

drawn from both the United States and Canada.

The convention accomplished in some measure its object,
but of far greater moment to YcCeo was the fact that it
marked a turning point in His career. . It was at the

| Buffalo Convention that. he was frged by some of his
Canadian friends to take up his abode in Montreal,
where the Irish-Catholic community wére{sorely in need
of a leader. His friends' éontention'that in Canada

his ability and talents would find greater scope and

be more appreciated than in New York, appealed stromgly
to him.  In 1857 he sold cut his interest in the
AMERIOAF CELT,.movad to Hon%real, énd as hié custém‘mas
on entering a new city, he established a newspaper
called the NE@ ERA. Within a year from the inception
of this enterprise; McGee, after a kesn conbest, became
member of the Canadian parliament for Eontréal West. |

His elewtion was due to ihe united efforts of the Irish.

Catholics of Montreal,
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The man and the occasion met. - McGée’s day had dawned. -
His entrance iqto Canadian pdlitical iife'synchronize& 4
with the beginnings of that movement'that resulted in
the Canadian Confederation. . It was to be a dey of
terrible struggle and high‘achievement.“ But the place
he holds in Canadian history is due to the splendid
abilities he brought to the tasks assigned to him

%’ g and to the magnificence of his performance of them.

LI AR B A A BN N S RN R I

The political situation in Canada &uring the decade
preceeding MéGee‘s advent into the country must be
understood if hié life work receives the appreciation -
that it merits. The iwo provinces neow known as -

Ontario and Quebec, bui then designated Upper and Lower

Canada, respectively, comprised the Canada of that day.
To this portion of her North American domains Britain
had granted a measure of responsible government in.1842.”
Prior to 1858 its parliament had no fixed plaée of abode
but was held in Kingsian, Mentreal, Quebec and Toronto,
as changing circumstances appeared to direct., Finally

Ottawa was chosen as the capital., The powers granted

the colony were limited.  The mother country had not
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learned how far she could trusi he P.Cbll iren when theay
sought new homes in the lands beyond the seas, and she
was not disposed to take too great chances with them.
Between those few hard won rights that the Canadians. of -
'42 possessed, and those full orbed powers that now are
their glory after sevantJ five years, is a long procass

of devalopment

Lowsr Canada was French and Roman Gatholic, Upper Canada
British and Protestant. The inevitable racial and
~religious difference; that existed rendsred the task
ot g@vernment by mo means an easy one.  Their pa;l¢ampnt
dealt almost exclusively with local problems as it had
no jurisdiction ever affairs national,or international.
Each province was split up into different parties. |
Upper Canada had its liberals, conservatives ,.ﬁories
and radicals, while Lower Canada had liberals,
conservatives and rouge or radicals. . Nominally‘the'
party in power was either liberal or conservative, but
no administration could carry on the affairs of
government without the coopératidnrdf the representatives
of thesse ether'éartiasw~ Not seidom the. liberal interests
in Upper Canada were different from the libasral interests
in the sister provincs, with the resuli that the |

administration had to surrender the reins of power.
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Not until later on when Johu A, Macdonald drganized‘”
'2ll those who desired to be counted progressive
Conservatives' into the Liberal-Conservative party,

was this very'sarious nuisance, occasionsd by the |
sxistence of so many politicalhpafﬁies, in a measure .
azbated. Meantime strife and misunderstanding and
jealousy and pesrhaps hate were being begotten in the

hearts of the peoples of the two provinces.

The problems of the day were many and vexatious but

four stood out very prominently. One question much

in evidence was that of indamnifying those whose
property had besn destroysd during the Peballion of

1837. lNome had suffered more than the rebels themselves

yet the govermment could scarcely justify'its_action

i? it treated thess who had raoaiTed azainst the Crown
in the sams mannsr as it did those who remained lcyal
to it. ‘Finmally a Commission was charged with the duty

of adjusting these losses and they performed their task
in & menner that ultimately led to the settlement of the
problem, although at the time it resulted in rioting |
and the burning of the ““rllgmenb buildings.in Hontreal.
The demand was being made fer the secularization of _
those lands, known as the Clergy R Leserves, that had

been set aside for religicus purposes by-the Crown.
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Successive administrations dsalt. with the question enly
to shelve it. After years of agitation these lands
were taken over by the Government and the revenues -
derived from them devoted to the establishment and aid
of common schools in both Provinces. I
In Lower Canada SeignioriallTenure,'or the Féu&alism of
France, had long existed to the detriment of the Pravinée."
Not until 1859 wes it finally sbelished and the people
given the freedom to own lands that in a new country

they had a right to expect. :

From the beginning of the Union, and as a ccnditiéh of it,
gach Province sent the same number of representaiives

to Parliament., As the poPulaﬁion in Upper Canada |
inereased wntil it greatly‘eiceeded that in Lower Canada,
this condition was felt to be an injustiﬁé. ‘George
Brown was the leading advocate of represent&tion by
populatien as a true solution of the difficulty, but.

his propesals were rejected on the gfound that their
acceptance would constitute a breach of contract

- between the two Provinces.

The fiscal affairs of~thé country remained, as has been
indicated, in the hands of the Home Govermment. It was
not to be expected that the Colenial Secretary at London,

even when he acted on the adviece of the Governer-General,
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an extarior of ice, were the itwo outstanding pesrsomalities
of the period. Though for a short time they served

in the same administration they were all the while
bitter enemies. Their hostility was mot the product -
of party zeal,'but,of the possession of mutually
antagonistic views of fundamentals. The comtribution
these men made to the Canadaqto-be; was very great.
During the time that the annexation agitation was dm,
Macdonald offset the ery by organizing the British
American League, the object of which wés the federation
of the British Horth American Provinces under the -

British flag.

Canada was coming to her own. Her people had but a
dim conseigusmsss of the greét déstiny'that was hers..
They found theﬁselves faced by great problems some of
them affecting their materiel and moral well being.
As they sought for the solution of these‘problems, -
they found them enwrapped with the problems of Canada
herself. They could meet their private needs only as
their c@uhtry prospered. They set themselves to secure
that prosnerity. Down one path, to the exclus1cn of
all othors open oeF@re them,. lay Gana&a s destiny.

They trled each path, and by a process of ellmlnatwon

; ‘ indeoendence
arrived at the true one. That path led mot to 1n§398nfence,
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and not to annexation but to a Comfederation of the

British Provinces under the British Crown.

Following the retirement from public life of Col. Tache,
John A. Macdonald became premier of Canada on the
26th of November 1857, the year in which McGee settled

ative of the Irish-

Catholics of Quebec entered Parliament at the same

£

election as Oliver Mowai, the representative of the

Ultra~Protestantism of Cntario. The main issues of

o

he elsction of 1857 were Representation by Population
and Separate Schools, with the result that the Government
support was weakensd in Uéper Canada and strengthenad

in Lower Canada, True tec the traditions of his racs,
HMeGee was in cpﬁasition to the ascendent pirty and 1t
was not unnatural that he should identify himself with
the Rouge pariy or Lower Canadien Radieals in oppesitien
to the newly formed artier—ﬁacdonéli;administration,
2lthough as he soon found, he had little really in
common with the Rouge party. During the Tirst session
he kept in the background but he studied Canadian affairs
carefully and was heard in debate sufficiently often

to bring himself into prominence.

His graspmcf the one vital problem of the day is well

shown in the concluding paragraph of a broadsheet
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addressed by him ‘to the Catholic Public -- move especially
the Irish-Catholics of Western Canada, dated, Toronto

June 12th, 1858. It reads: "Our politics resemble a
good deal what surgeons call 2 compound fracture.

The bones of a great State were set in 1841 but are

not yet well knit., Some soremsss and swelling remains,
and the most patfiétic vigilence must be exercised to

~ prevent mortification setting in. ‘1 do not believe

a dissolution of the Uniom to be the real remedy.

ind I do not believe that under our system, and on the
imerican Continent numbers can be steadily ignored, |
as the prime basis of represestation. A revision of

our whole constitutional system canﬁdt.ba far off and
while I would resist and havé already voted against an
unequal representation under the present Union Act, |

I am quite ready to admit that in any new arrangement

the represeﬁﬁation, in the popular branch at all events,
must be prcportloned to noPulatlon, Abundant
constitutional safeguards for the rlahts of Lower Canads -
‘securlng if need be under a ;ederal pact the autonomy
of Lewer Canada -- can be found; and my humble adhesion
to any such arrangement, would mainly depend on the
condition of its being sanctioned by the majority 6f.
the people of Lower Canada. A& change T believe must

come, and I do not anticipate from it, those frightiul
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consequences which f£ill the imagination of certain
political prophets. I would rather eXpect that by
rendering the French and Irish more neCSSSaPy to each
other and the British more Just to both, it would on
the contrary, tend to hasten the advent of a genuine
Canadian Nationality, co-extensive with the country

and enduring as its hills"®,

-~

vitiss in the House, however, while he was in

4]
S-\’
c"l"'
}-J »
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1
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pposition were not always charecterized by this
statesmanlike tomne. Relerrlng to this period, Mr.
Fénnings,Taylor writes: "It mas observed that he was

a relentless éuiz, an adroit master of satire and the
most active of partisan sharpshooters. WMany severs,
some ridiculous and not a few savage things were sald

by him.  Thus from his afiluent treasure of caustic

and bitter ireny he contributed not a little to the
personal and parliamentary embarrassment of those times..
Many of the speeches df that period we would rpather |
forget than remember. Some were not complimentary to
the body to which théy were addressed and some Werse not
creditable to the person oy whom they were dell“aféd,.
1t is true that such speechss secured crowded galleries
Tor they were sure to be eithsr breezy or_ticklish,

v

gusty with rage or grinning with jests. They were
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therefore the raw materials out of which mirth is
menufactured and consequently they rufflsd tempers

that were remarkable for placidity and provoked
irrepressible laughter in mem who were regarded as

too grave to be jocese. Of course, théy were little
caleulated to elicit truth or promcte ordar, or attract
- respect to the speaker. Ir. McGee appeared chiefly

toc occupy himself in saylnb unpleasant and severe
things; in irritating the smoothest natures and in
brushing everybedy's hair thé.wrong way.® . His lack of
éympathy with maﬁy.of the plaﬁs of his p;rty'may account
in some measure for his seeming lack of seriauSnaaé
during the first session or two.of his parlismentary
career.  But McGee was not a buffoon. His immaturity
gave place to a gravér spirit and he gradually learmed -
a proper regard for the aménities that gevérn‘so important‘
an assembly as was the Canadian Parliament. As his |
knowledge of Canadian problems and needs increased,

" he brought to their comsideration é'quality of mind
that was more in accord with their 1mnoruance

He showed that when a great cccasion aross he cculd rise

to its level.

During this time McGee was writing-his 'History of Ireland!’

published in two volumes in New York, in 1861. ¥riting to
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the late Senator O'Donochee’ on Januafy 10th, 1859,
he-says{ "1 arrest-my pen in the midst of the Oth
Century, when our ancestors were dealing with the
Danss, to descend into things present, and acknowledge
what pleasure your note of Saturday gave ms. Tﬁaugh
very busy te get a certain bulk of MSS. in stere,
 before returning to Toronto, I watched.your local
politics with eagerness and hail the result with
sincere satisfaction™. At the same time he was studying
law, and in 1851.wésﬁéalle& to the bar of Lewer Canada, |
although he never sericusly devoted himself to the
practice of the lezal profession. We can gather,
however, from thesse activities, some idea of the

untiring energy and industry of the man.

In a sPéech delivered at the Refefm dinner given for

the Hon. Michael H.Foley, at Stratford, on the avening’
of August 8th, 1861, Mr. McGee paid the following
tribute.ég the Hon. GeofgeiBrcwn;'“I cannot tell you
how deeply I have beeﬁ personally shocked by the staté
of public feeling, by the exercise Qf public judgment

or whim or prejudics or any ether influence which could
prefer a_Crawford to.a Broﬁn,.and a Cartier to a Dorion.
Now that he is, I trust, but temporarily retired from

.the arena, I will say of Mr. Brown that I never knew a



38.

harder worker in the public service -~ that I never
knew 2 peculator or a speculater talwhom his name |
was not a terror -- that by his siern guardianship

of the public»ex?enditufe, if on no other grounds, he
is entitled to the etermal gratitude of tha‘whole-peoplel'
of Canada, out of whom the means te liquidate that
expenditure must come by the process of taxation.

1 am told that in the region of T@ranto,énd Kingéton.

I have estramged some whe might have been my friends
by my constant and unvarying testimony on this point;
But I say to you genflemen,'that what I did, 3oing‘it"
Trom a sense of public duty, I can never wish undone,
and that, rather than ébandon'my QWD honestiy and not
hastily fefmed‘convictions,'l cheerfully bow to the
penalty which it seems must attend a truly independent
“course of conduct at least when it has notvthe‘gift of

patronage to atona”for.the stubbornmess ef self-reliance.”

McGee continued his opposition to the Cartier-Macdonald
Ministry until the downfall of that Covermment in
May, 1862. Amid the comflicting interests anmd epinidns
of Cathclic and Protestant, Upper and Lower Canadian,
French and English, Scoich and Irish,'cenfusion worse -
confounded reigned. Weither Governmant or Upposition

could speak with one voice or adept any set principles
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te govern their political conduct. The Frénch-Canadian_.-
majority alone made it possible for the Cartier- |
Macdenald administration te continus in power, |
When in 1862, owing to a possibility of war with the
United States over the Trent Affair, the Covermment
brought in a bill to provide for the strengthening of
the militia, it was defeated through the defection of
the French-Canadian supporters of the Ministry, and the

%@ Government resigned.

Hon. Michasl H.Foley was at the time leader of the
Opposition bﬁt Lord Monck the new Covernsr-Genaral
called upon J@ﬁn.Sandfield llacdonald to form a:Ministry;
This wes né easy task as Sandfield Hacdenald could
scarcely be said to fairly represent the U?per Canadian
sentiment, he being a strong oppenent of representation

by population. He accomplished the task,uh@wevér,

through the help of the French-Canadian Radicals under
the 1ea&ership‘@£ Mr. Leuis Sicotte. On the 24th of May,
1862, the Macdonald_Sicotte administration was svern in
as follows: | | -
The Hon. J.S.Macdonéld, Attorney General, Upper Cana&a.

|  Prime Minister. - IR
The Hon. Louis V.Sicotte, Attorney General, Lewer Canada,

The Hon. James Morris, Rsceiver General.
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The Hon. A.A.Dorion, Pr0v1n61al S?cretary

The Hon., M H Falay, Posimaster Gensral.

The Hon. W. McDougall, Commissioner of Crown Lands.

The Hon. W.P.Howland, Minister of ?1nance

‘The non._J.V‘T3331er, Commissioner of Public Works,

The Hon., T.D.McGee, President of the Executive Council,
The Hom, F;Evanﬁural, Minister of Agriculture.

The Hon. A,Wilson, Selicitor General, Upper Canada.

EB . The Hon. J.J.C.Abbott, Solicitor Gemeral, Lower Caﬁadaw
In this administration McGee held the office of President
of the Executive Council until the re~arrangement of
the Cabinet in May 1863, Upom the resignation oflﬁha
Hon, A.A.Dorion, Mr, McGes also filled the office of

Provincial Secretary for a short itime.

This Government was not popular with the Upnver Canadian

Reformers and was str@nﬂTy opposed by George Browmn.

On May 8th 1863, a want of confidence metion carried
by a majority of five. Largely to meet the wishss of
- Upper Canada, Sendfield Hacdonald found it necessary to
re~arrange his Cabinet. McGee, the leading representative
‘of the Irish-Catholics,.should in all justice have been
retained as a member of the Beform Cabinst. In the
revision of the Cabinel, however, which took plade on

May 12th, 1863, his neme was left off the list, to the
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great surprise of everyone. - The following extract:
from 2 letisr written on this subject to one of his mest
intimate friends, the late Senator ('Domohee, shows -

the situation in a clearer light from McGee's standpoint,

‘Montreal, May 16th, 1863.
Iy Dear John: - | |
After a year's‘self;dénial in office, whebe
1 had the name without the reality of power, I find
myself personally relieved by quifting a false position ~~
into which I had fallen for want of accurate knowledge |

of some of my confreres -- and from which there was

no escape but resigmation. Bui the way in which the.

thing was brought about and the situation which has
followed are equally extraordinary. x |
If you have seen F@ley on hla way home, he
has prebably given you a brief of the whgle traqsactwoq
Even so, I shall repeat in substance the story.
Bandfisld elated be&ond bounds at what he-
called ‘hég‘Upper Canada majority" 6n the 6%h day.of Hay
treated his own section of the Cabinet with a high hand,
and ours with tne mast offansive disrespect, —We,
(the L. Canadlans), were in a minority; we had not the
éoﬁfldence of our secilon; he had of his; he was Premier;

he was not bound to give us -- £rom Sicotte down --
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any explanations of his out of d@or.negotiations.

——-«———--——-—-—.—-———-—-—--————-——-:

I, being ome of those im our sectlon, and Foley in hlS
who resisted and resented this dour davmatlsm -
we were specially sacrificed tc make an example;

and the details of the mode. im which this was done,

wes still more offensive then the spirit ——'1f that were

possible.

What gave me additional offencs was, that my
old colleagues Derion and Holton, wers parties to this
sort of outer cabinet arrangement, which existed in

Juebec from Thursdéy to Thursday, and was often held

under the same roof where I was, without .ever once

lettingj@g knmow, their positionm or ageney in the intrigue.
Just at the last moment, eve yesterday, they
called on me, as I was packing up, with a view to soothe

nmy woundad sense of fairness and fellowship, but I told

them, frankly, that 'we were quits' -- so here I am,

‘an 'independent candidate'.

I had almost‘fofgotten[to add that 'any office’

I might name was hinted at -- but I instantly-clap@ed the

extinguisher on such an overture in such circumsfances... ™

-~

" Sandfield Macdonald's aetion in ignoring McGee's claim

to a place in the Cabinet is commonly regerded as the
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cause of his defeection. It was in reality the occasion.
No doubt he regarded this as a personal affront of so
serious a nature as to warremt drastic action om his part,
The casual reader of the history of the time is not
unlikely 1o feel that he ferfeited in thai act his right

g
to be held in highest estesm. We care little for the
man whese actioms are the result of persomal pique and
chagrin, and less for him whe is renagade.to.his pérty
affiliations. So deeply impregnaﬁed have we become
®ith the doctrine of "my party, right or wrong!.my party!®
that ome who defers that decirins and dares to act uponm
his independent judgment is alweys the object of suspicion
and is made to feel that his motives are béing Questioné&;

Tormar friends cherish none but bitter feelings toward

o
,-‘.

him, while his new found ones are smmewhao chary about
giving him their fullest canfl&enve HcGee's letisr to
0'Donohoe reveals clearly the fact that the loss of posit
axzected.hlm infinitely less than the manner of its loss,
His was the-attitude of the man who has lost a little

money at the hands of a confidence man; he regrets ths loss,
but his real fesling is ome of self contempb to thimk

that anyone &heuld comsider him so easy a victim.

. . . _ . y .7'
YcGes was not at home with the Rouge party, nor had he

ever besn. His union with it had not been the result of
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deliberate cholics. He came o Ganada‘unacquainte&\with
the intimacies of Canadian politics. His knowledge of
the broa&‘principkes upon which the party divisions

rested was not sufficient te engble him to identify himself
with those to whem he at heart belomged. - He had stood

at the parting of the ways -- each way being attractive,

There was, so far as he could see, ne particular reascn

why he should choose one in prefersnce ioc the other,
A man in such a position is usually suscepiible to
influences that at other times would not weigh with him. -

It has been shown that McGee was by instinct an oppositionist.

The long yeers of his conflict with constituted authority

in Ireland, coupled with the fact that as an Irishman he
dearly loved to fighi, were seme of the influences at
work; but in & private letter to Senater ('Donchee, a

letter which up to this date has never been made public,

shows that one other influence was at work.

Following is the letter:

My Dear Sir: - , ‘ o
Through Mr. Sadlier and our Mentreal friend,
the true-hearted Thomas Devine, I learn with sincere
gratification ef y@ur,eff@rt in Torento, to forward

the lentreal Testimemial. You will probably like to
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know what has been done and what is intended here, and
I shall very briefly relate all I know on both'<heads,

The Testimonial here was originélly'subscrihed
s a gift to the NEZ ERA. It amounis to about $1200

cash -- all received in the city, with the exeception of,

say $§100. The total is to be presenied at the Franklin,

at a supper, om Tuesday night mext. No reporters will
be present, and nothing but a shert written address and

reply, will be made public., The amount will materially

strengthen the NEY ERA in these tight times, and whatever

helps the paper, helps me.

B But the real object of my friemds is to keep
my name befors the city constituency, with a view to.the
next election, They think they can;‘by good management,
seat me as ome of the three representatives of Monireal,
So far they are unusﬁally'unanim@us, and T believe, if |
they continue so, they can do what they promise;

A few words from you dictated to the Secratary o

or Chairman, for Tuesday night, conveying any intelligence
-of future co~-eperation you might have to communicate,

‘would be timely and encouraging. But of this you are

to judge -~ I omly throw iit out, en the spur of {the moment.
I see I have an enthusiastic advocate in
Cunningham of Cobourg. He is a warm-hearted fellow,

and one I should like to know better..



46,

Accept my best thanks, and believe me,
Very truly yours, |
Thos. D'Arcy YcGee.

41d. 0'Donchoe, Teronte.

McGee was by mature and in.principle a T@fy. - In days
when he had not had the opportunity of maturing his
judgments he had taken the other side. They had
responded by assisting him in a fimancial way. |
Through five years he had given a worthy service to
their cause. But now the occasion came for him to
act upon his convictions and he did so, even in thé‘
face of his fermer friends! kindﬁess, and the offer of

preferment outside the Cabinet at the hands of the

Government he left. A careful consideration acquits

HeGee of the chargé.wf having acted on any bui the

highest motives in changing his party affiliations.

In the general election of 1863. the Reform Government
still had = slight majority of the whole house bui it
was in the nature of a deadlock., A few seals were
gained by the Beform party in Uépaf Canada, giving them
a large majority there, bul others were lost in Lower
Canada, leavimg the Conservatives supremé thare,:so that
not only the two parties but the two Provinces were

pitted against each other. It was impossible to carry
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cut the principle of a double majority and the path

ahead of the Ministry wes indeed & slippery one,

An amendment to the address from the throna was lost

by a majerity of Gn1j three. Another motion, COHd“EﬁlnG
the appointment of } . Louis Sicotte as Judge, was
defeated by a bare ma3@r1ty of two votes., Thus thiﬁgs
went frem bad to worse until in Decembar the‘newlj
-appointed Selicitor General for Uppér.Canada_failed‘ta
 securs his re-slection, which rendered the fall of the
Ministiry ineviteble. ~Im March 1864, without waiting
for a formal vote of want of confidence, the Ministry
resigned, and Sir Etienne Tache was charged with the
task of forming e Ministry. On Warch 30th 1864, in the
newly formed Tache#ﬁacdonaid adininistration, McCee was
appointed Minister of Agriculture, which office he held

until Confederation.

A spirit of provincialism aﬁd‘jealausy seems to have
taken possession ef the people's representatives fot
such an extent that no administration was able to
obtain 2 safe worqua magorlty. The lache-ﬂacdonald
Government was no exception for on June 14th, after -

~ being less than three months in pOWeP,llt was defeated,
but on the very day of'its defeat a temporary solution-

0of the trouble was found in the kMacdonald-Brown coalition
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finistry, who were pledged to carry Confederation.
The following is a confidential memorandum of the
agreement under which this coalition plan was adopted,

"The Govermment are prepared to pledge themsslves to

fie

bring in a measure next session for the purpose of

existing difficulties by imircducing the

<
},l »

removin

oq

Tederal principle ints Canada, coupled with such

provisions as will permit the Maritime Provinees and

the North-West Territory te be incorporated inte the

same system of Government. And_the Goﬁernment will
sesk by sending‘”epresentétives te the Lower Provinces
and to England, to secure the consent of those interesis
which are beyond the conirol of our own legislation to
such a measure as may enable all British North America
to be united under a gemeral legislature based upon the

federal principle®.

The impasse to which govermnmental affairs had come
proved a blessing in disguise and is often called the

'"father of Confsderation'. Canada was not lacking in.

‘statesmen of the first order bub they had not had

sufficient seope to prove their abilities. "The humen
mind naturally adapts itself to the position it occupies.
It requires a great cowntry and great circumstances .to

develop great men®. A united British Nerth America

~
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was the great country and many a great man she brdught
forth from comparative abscurity during the formative
period of the Cenfederation. One of the most brilliant
and consistent‘a&vocates of the federal union of all
British North America was Thomas D*frcy MeGee. ' In
season and out of season, whether Tast ﬁr West, the

sub jeet was uppermost in his mind.

For years it had been apparent te the mest casual
observer of Canadian affairs that the Government as
constituted under the Act of Union was far from
satisfactory and that a change was inevitable. In the
very nature of Colomial imstitutions frequent<chaﬁge

is necessary to meet the varying conditions of pfogress,
but it wes now apparent to e&ery Canadian statesman
that a radical constitutional change must be made, and
made quickly. ~ The question ﬁas as to the'naturé of
that éhange.‘ Should the Union be disselved and eacgi
Province agéin g0 its own way, or should ap advance |

" step be taken, and a great federal experiment be tried
embracing all of British North America? " The éondition
of affairs as they had existed for some time prior to
Confedsration is epitomizéa in a circular calling a
Convention of Ypper Canadian Refofmers. 1t declared

in part that "the position of Upper Canada at this moment

-
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is truly anomolous and alarming. With a population |
much more numerous than that of Lower Canada, and
contributing to the general revenus a mﬁch.larger

share of taxation than the sister Province, Upper
Canada finds herself without power in the administration
of the affairs of the Union. With a constitution
professedly based on the principle that thevwill of‘

the majérity-shauld prevall, a minority of the peeple
of Upper Canada by combination with the Lower Canadian
majority are enabled to rule the Upper Province in
direct hostility to the popular will, Extravagaﬁt
expenditures and hurtful legislative measures are

forced en us in defiance of the protests of large

- majorities of the representatives of the peopls;

the most needful reforms are denied,'énd offices of
honour and amolument'aré conferrsd on persons destitute
of popular sympathy, and without qualification beyond
that of unhesitating subserviency to the men who
misgovern the country”. While this circular was issued
by the Reformers of Upper Gamada, it might with equal
forece have been issued by either party of either Province.,
1t reveals the fatal weakness of the Act of Union, and

- shows wherein 1t became unworkable,

o o s 0T O O o e e
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Brown and Macdonald had‘Been, as ®e have befors ébserve&,
almest from their first acquaintance, bitter personal
'enemiss; but true to their statesmanlike vision and

their pledge, they laid aside personal fsud én& applied
themsalves without reserve to the problem of federation.
By a happy coincidence of far-reaching importance, the
Maritime Provinces ﬁere_at'the same time seriously )
discuésing the problem of a Maritime Union. To formalate
scme definite plan, delegates from Nova Scotia,lﬂew'
Brunswick and Prince FEdward Island met in'canvenﬁion

at Charlottetown on Séptembar 1st, 1864. The Canadian
Government asked permissi@n to send delegates also and
proposed that the deliberations cover the problem‘of a
wider union. The request was readily granted and the
Canadian deiegatés were received with opem arms.

The list from the Canadas comprised, the Hon, J.A.Mac&gnal&,
‘the Honr. George Brown, the Hom. Alexander T.Galt,'the Hon.
George E.Cartief,.thaEHon, Thos. DYArcy McGee, the Hon.
‘Eilliam.MacDougall and the Hon. Hector L.Langevin, |
There was a frank and open discussion of the subject

and such progress was made thai after 2 ten-days
- ¢onference the convention ad journed to meet in Quebeci
}in Gctober to draw up a basis of Union. Here they were
joined by delegates from Newfoundland and from October

10th to 28th the assembly met in secret conclave.
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Seventy Two resolutions were passed and these were
the basis of all future disqﬁssions. At the first
oprortunity they were submitied by the delegates io
their respective legislabures and met with varying
receptions. Omn July lst.1867, the new Dominion came
inte . being. "Ontario was jubilant, Quebsc doubiful
and expectany,dNew Brunswick sullen, Nova Scotia
rebellious. Many of the newspapers in the ¥aritime
Provinces came oul that day with their columns draped
in bhlack. Coﬁfe&eration had been carried, but the
problem remained of holdinmg it t@gathef". It would,
however, require a whole volume and be éuiie beyond
the purpose of the presentiwork to trace step by step
the events leading directly to Canadian Confederation,
Qur aim is rather te show, mainly by extracts from his
speeches and Wriﬁings, the part played by Thomas D'Arcy -
lecGee in the aécomplishmemt of that apoch~making é%ent,»

and to endeaveur fo place his work inm a true perspective.

Sir Charles Tupper says Mche'wés‘easily'the.greatest-
orator of his day and that he greatly aided the cause
of Confedsration by his many eloquent speeches throubhout
the various ?révinces. it is impossible, hawever,-ﬁo
name any one man to whom is due the homeur of being -

the Father of Confederation. Im his speech on Cenfederatiom



McGes gives credif to Mr., Uniacke, to Chief Justice
Sewell, to Sir John Beverley Rebinsem, to Lord Durham,

to ¥r., P.S.Hamilion and to Mr, Alexander Morris,

"But® he continues Mwhatever the private writer in his
closet may have con;eived, whatever even the individual
statesman may have designad, so long as the public mind
was uninterested in the adoption, even in the discussion
of a change im our position se momentous as this, ths
wion of these separate Provinces, the individual laboured.
in vain -- parhaps, net wholly in vain, for although his'.
‘work may not have borme fruit them, it was kln&llng a fir
that would ultlmately light up the who le political
horizon and herald the dawn of a better day for our
country and our peeple. Evenis stronger than advacacy,
events str@nﬁer than men have come in at last like the’
fire behind the invisible ertlng, to bring out the

truth of these writings and to impress them upon the

mind of every thoughtful man who has considered the

p031u10m and probable .future of these scatteved Pr0v1nce“"

With his advent into Canadian publit life, McGee showed,
that he had a grasp‘of the federal idea and of ité
possible application fo both Canada and the Maritime
Provinces, Undoubtedly a careful study af‘the ﬁorkingS

of the constitution of the United States furnished him



with a basis of a largsr British NHorth America,

and he early conceived the idea of a New Canadian

Nationality. DNome saw more clearly than he the

strong and weak places in the American Constituti
&s early as 1858 in his address te the Catholic P
a federdl union was foreshadowed as a solution of
Capada's problem, and as tending to hasien the adi
of a génuine Canadian Nationality, In an articl

conbributed to the British American Magazime of

August 1863, entitled "A plea for British-American

Nationality" McGee shows a grasp of the situation

of his day.
adoption of any public %olicy which would make Br
fmerica greatly auxiliary to British cammerce; wh
would make it the favourite destination of the.Br
emigrant; which would draw into it large addition

investmenté of British capital; which waul&.gjve-

our legislation semething of the autherity and st

He says: "We may safely assume that
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vent

and a breadth of vision surpassed by no other statespman

the

ﬁtisb
e
itish
al .
o

ability

of the British; which would enable us to contribute cur .

- fair queta nst only te colonial but to imperial 4

efenses:

~-— that these additions to our existing relations would

produce the so desirable identity in feeling and

interest

between Canada and England; without which as i# ﬁeems



most earnest advecates of pragress can desire”. |

1t is undoubtedly. true that the Civil ¥War in the -

te us, we camnet continue long securs from forsign

aggression, either in the present or prospective

state of things en this continent., Is there any line
- \

of public policy which would produce these results

within a given time? We believe such a policy exists,

and has found warm advocates im all the great cenires

of British-fmerican population. It.is, in a word, -

‘the policy of the comnectiom of the Provinces, from

the Atlamtic to the Pacific, under the Vice-Royalty

iy

0

b

of which at leasi the upper chamber shall be constituted
so as to act as 2 true conservator of our transeript
s

or adaptation of the British Constitution. It is a2

: |
policy of union which is strength; of a new commercial
‘ R
roube from Fngland to the East; of the elevation of

. , . s i |
the symbol and reality of authoriiy em this séil;
. I

. e . : : . i
& policy atiractive, expansive and progressive as the

PR .
Y

United States furnished to the Fathers of Confederation
2 convincing argument in favour of the centralization

of governmental autherity. The fesling prevailed

amongst Canadian skatesmen that had Congress bean:

sovereign over the states of the Union, the strugegle

"l
!

' - . . | . '
one of the sems of Her Majesty, advised by a legislature,
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might have been averted and the Slavery question
settled in a more peaceful way. It must be remembered
that the genius of the Amsrican Constitubion provi&as
for the sovereignty of the individual states; and that
the Federal Govermment possesses enly such powarsjas
have been delegated to it by the states. It remained
for the Civil War to emphasize the inherent weakness,
of this idea. Further in the article above referred
\ |

to, HcGes pointed out the radical defect in this

alternative proposal. He said: "It is in no spirit
of presumption, from no irreverent disregard of those
great men and their motives, that, reaseoming aftef the
fact, we conclude their experiment to have failed; and
recommend the avoidence of a similar error to our oun
Colonial statesmen. It failed in that which the
banished Kent saw and desired to serve in the'facé of
the discrowned king -- sutherity. It failed in the
“authority of the President over his Cabinet; in‘tﬁe

authority -of the Supreme Court over the'cauniry; ‘
in the autherity of the Congress ever the states; in
the authority of the Commander in Ghief over the forces,

navaT and m111tary, supposed to be under-his orders

In all Justlce be it said, that the American peaple

who have an almost superstitieus aversion to amending
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their Comstitution, have modified or overcomes many

of its imherent weaknsss by their method of interpreting it,
In advocating a limited monarchy as the most desirable

Torm of govermmenit for a united Canada and the one mest

/i‘ p “7 e,

adapted to her needs, he-says: "If all ancient and all
modern experiences cry aloud to us with this veice, why
de we closs our ears against them? - Are we taé'nem, too
B few, or teo busy with better work to think betimes-of

our future Comstitution? Ve are, between the Gulf Stream
and the Recky Mountains -~ British subjects -~ professing
monarchists almost to a man -- four millions. Are these
too few to form a decis on on their political future?”

In the sawme magazine of Tctober, 1863, under the headlng

'A Further Plea for British—ﬁmarican-Hationality', he

in

o
continues: "Ia pleading again the cause of Brltlsh-

Ameriean Nationality, we do SO on tnls, among,athgr

grounds, that the bare idea is capable of exciting in
our breasts that ferce Wnlcn only natvlotlc enthu81asm
can give., It is an 1dea which begets a whale progeny
kindred to itself -~ such as ideas of extension,
construction, permanenc grandeur and histdricai
renown, It expands as we observe ii, epening uplleng,
’gleaﬁiﬁg perspectives into both time and space, It
comprehends the erection of a new Nobth imerican ﬁétion
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inheriting among other advantages the law of mations

for its shield and guidanee.veseeeeenevenrnenennns.
A1l these changes‘which we advocate, internal and
external, we may be told tend to one result -~ q
separation from the Empire. We would be altogetﬁer
misundersteod if any reader was left under that impression.
That which we advocate we do most sincerely believe to |
be the omly means to perpetuate a future connection
between Great Britain and the itrans-eceanic Provinces

of the Impire, which connection is the interest of

these Provinces; amd of civilizaiion iiself we hold

to be‘beyqnd‘all price desirable., ¥hat we advocate

is to substitute for the present provincial connection

of dissociated provinces belenging to rather than being

of the Empire, a new explicit relation, more suited fo

. e . . : ) ‘
our actual wants, dangers and dimensions, in other werds,
a modification of the federal primciple, reduced to

the condition of a compact equally intelligible to

One of the leading factors deterring the Genfederafion
pro ject was the fear, by the English s?eaking-minérity

of Quebec, of domination by‘the French; Sir E;P.Tache"
and Hon, George E.Cartier spoke étrongly agéinsﬂ ény

such possibility. MeGee, who himself belonged to this
.\ ’
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Lower Canadian minority, had no such nisgivings, a?d

np one did more than he io remeve these‘anprehensi$n$;
peeking in the Legislative Assembly on February 9£h

made

"of one blood all the Nations that dwell on the face of

tha earth'?

1865, he said: "Whose words are these -- 'Ged hath

For my part I am not afraid of the French Camadian

o ea s mv : ‘ ST I
majority, in the future local govermment doing lBjFSthQ

except accidenfally; not because I am of the same religion.
as thémselves' for origin and language are barriers

ironger to divide men in this worl& then is rellwuon
to unite them. Neither do I believe that mg Pro»mst

compatriots need have any such fear. The French-

Cenadians have never been an inmtelsrant peeple;

It is net in their temper, unless. they have been |
I

persecuted, perhaps, and them it might have been as it

gloms, PerﬂapS'on
\

this subject the Houss will allow me to read a very

io}
ga
eli

%% o has been with other races ef all re

striking 1l1ustrat10n of the tﬁlerance of French- Ganadlah
character from a book E h@ld in ny hand, the Dlaest of
the Syn@d minutes of the Presoyterlan'Cnurch of'Cana&a,
by my morthy friend the Pev Hr. Kemp of the Frea‘uhurcn

B

of Yontresa tke passaﬁe on page seven of the lﬂt%OduCulQn'—-<

"About the year l?bO the Presbytarlans of Montreal of

-
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all denominations, both British and Amaricén,harganize&'
themselves into a church, and in the following year
secured the services of Rev. John Young. At this.

time they met in the Recollet Feman Cathelic church.

But in the year following they erectsd the édifice

which is now known as the StGabriel Street Church --

‘the oldest Protestant church in the Province. Im their

sarly minutes we find them, in ackncwledgement of the
indness of the Recollet FatHers, preseniting them wiih |

‘one box of candles, 56 poﬁn&s,,at 8d.,.and one hogshead

of Spenish wine at 46 5s.'"

From lcGee's speech in moving the Confederation
resalutioné, we extract the fallgwing passage as
exhibiting in some measure the‘braadth of his,vision;'
"But it is necessary there sheuld be respect for tﬁa

: iaw, a high central authority, the virtue of civil
obedience, obeying the lam for the lam's saks; for
even whed a man's private conscience méy convince him
sufficiently that the law in some cases may be Wroﬁg, _
he is not to set up his individual will against the
will ef the country, expressed through its recognized
constitutional organs. ¥We need in these Provineces
and we can bear, a 1afge infusion eof aunthority.

I am not at all afraid this Censtitution errs on the

*
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side of too great conservatism. If it be found foo
conservative now, the dewnward t&n&ency in political
ideas which characterizes this democratic age is a
sufficient guarantes for amendment. Tts conservatism

is the principle on which this instrument is strong |
and worthy of the support of every colonist, and ﬁhraugﬁ
which it will secure the warm approbaticn of the |
Imperial Authoritiss. - We have here no traditions and
vensrable institutioﬁs; here there are no aristecratic
elements, hallowed by time and bright deeds; here -
everyone is the first settler of the land, or removed
from the first settler ene er two generations at the
farthest; here we have no architectural monumants‘calling.
up old assaciati@ns; here we have none of thoss old-
popular legends and stories which in other countries
have exercised a powerful share in the Government;

here every man is the son of his own warks. WeAHave
nons of these ihfluences abgut us, which eléewhere,

have their effect upon Government just as much:as the
invisible étmospharé itself temds to influence life.

and enimal and vegetable existence. This is a new land --
a land of young pretensions because it is new; because |
classes and systems have not had that time to grow here

naturally. We have no aristocracy but of virtue and



talent, which is the best: arlstocracy, and is uha

old snd true meanlno of the uord

During the year 1865, McGee's friends présenﬁed hﬁm

with a comfortable, well appointed house, in Sththarina.
Street in Hontreal, in which during the remaining years
of his lifs he made his abode. This very thouaHtfal |
act did much to alleviate the pucunlary cares whlc% B
so frequently beset him, and enabled him to addrass
himself to his eherished projects with comparative
freedom from. anxiety. Later in t the year he visﬂted

“his boyheod heme in Wexfor& Ireland after an 1n+erval
of ten years. A speech he made while there was{
destined to become one of the mest 1mp0rtant, and

- effective deliverances of his whole career. It was
forgotten by neither friends nor foes in the Irish party
in the United States and Canada, Addressing himself
"o the statesmen of Britain he ﬁresented to.themthe
claims of Ireland. He pleaded for coensideration @n._
their part of the country's feslings and prejudices,
and urged them to study her history and her righﬂs,

suggesting that their treatment of her should be
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- actuated by the C@ldénfRule. ' He promised that such

treatment would produce amoﬁgstlthe Irish in Ireland |

the same loyalty and devotion to the Crown that it had .

in Canada, when it had besn put to a test, Turﬁing

his attention to Irish preblems in the United Staﬂes

he went o the length of stating thétra larger préportion-

of his fellow—countrymeh had become. degraded amnd

demoralized in that.céuntry than in Canada, InV&céﬁ'
'scathing terms he dgn@undad_the proposals of'advehturers -~

. the Fenlans - to wreak their vengeance upon Grea% Britain

by attempted invasions of Canada. He declare& t§at'.

he could not 'stand and see our paaceful, un@ffenaingl

Canada invaded and deluged in blood, in the abusea and

unautherized mame of Irsland', The effect of_ﬁhé‘SPeech;'

was to give.deep offence to fhe'Fenians who dencunced

him as a renegade to his prinéipieé. From that day

he—was Anathema Waranatha, The Feniaﬁé Vowed to: destroy

him. They fulfilled their vow.

Ls & member of the Executive Council he visited London,
in<cémpany'with some of his colleagues in the Canadian
Cabinet to lay béfure'the,Imperial Government thgiplan
of the proposed Union of the British Provinces. |
In these important deliberations he took a 1eadiﬂg part

2s was his right, In 1867 he again went abroad and
|
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visited the Exposition at Paris, bewng one of the;
Commissioners for Canada sent by the Government f@r
~that purpese. FHe also went to Rome to intepview =

the Vatican in respect o some pérish problens affecting
St.Patrick's congregation inm:Mentreal. Durinmg this |
time a series of articles frem his pen appeared in the

New York TABLET, entitled 'Irish Episodes of Foreign Tramel'

HeGee retarned to Canada a short time baforarthe ﬂarmalitias

incident to the implementinz of the British North America

het were to be atiended to,. A Goﬁarnment representing

all the Provinces had té be established, and to Sir

John A.Macdsnald was committed this task by Lard Wonck.

It was at this juncture that the efforis of yearsinearly
roved abortive owing o the selfish demands of the

Provineial party leaders.  Quebec demanded five members

in the Cabinet. Ontario, with a 1arger_papﬁlatidn,

demanded a .larger repreoentatlan than the sister : |

Province. In addition to this the other parts oﬂ

Canada had ts be taken care of. Had the demandsiah

Ontario and Quebec been acce&ei te, the Gabinetvr%sulting

would have been very much larger than the agreement

ca11pd for. On the other hand there were men>wh@,'

by reason of the dlstlngulshed service they had rénde"ed

R

to the cause, had claims to a place in the ministr y

that could not rightfully be ignored. Among the Se
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Thomas D'Arcy MeGee ranked with the foremést,

Macdonald found his task one of insuperable alfLiculty
Master strategist that he was, he could find no Way.

of satisfying all the Provinces and all the men whé'
aspired to mimisterial rank. On the eve of announcing
his decision to abandon the task, and in the moman&
when the whole Gonfaﬁeraﬁian scheme was iIn jeapard& of
being aborted.through the selfishness of a few pol@ticians,

to their undying credit be it said, iwo men arese whoss

voluntary sacrifice saved the 31taatlon. One 'of &hesa

. . o~ |
men representsd Nova Scotiz, in the persom of Sir Charles
by y p !

- Tupper, the other the Irish-Catholics of Quebec, in the

person of D'Arcy McGea., Tupper propesed to McGee that
they surrendsr their claims to preferment. lMcGee met
this suggestion by givieg a whele—hearted‘ccnSantJ and’
both of these men were returned to Parliement as private
members in the electiom that followed. Sir Edwéﬁ& Kenny
of Halifax eniered the fdninistration as reprasentative
of the Irish Catholies, which position would oth°rw1se
have been filled by McGes. - In thus responding td the,
needs of the situation McGee agaln manifested thaﬁ
personal disinterestedness in behalf of the prlgciples

for which he stood, which characterized him at all

stages of his career in public life.
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Keen interest was taken everywhere in the election of
1867 to the new Federal Parliament. No consbituency
in that election; and perhaps no cdnstituency in %ll'
Canadian history, has been so fiercely and bittariy

contested as was McGee's riding, Nontreal West.
Through his change 1n Dolltlcs in 1863, and his stronv
denunciation of the Fenlan movement during hlS VlSlt to

Treland in 1867, McGee had made himself‘unpapulariwltn :

the baser olement in his constituency while-gaini#g
greatly in popularify with the better thinking sectionm.
There was a clear-cut split in the ranks of his o@& -
sﬁpporters._ On the husiings in Montreal, McGee is
reporied ta have said, "Be gone from me, ye unwasked

of Griffintown! 1 hav;;sufficient evidence in ny

pocket to hang every ome of youl" -- a remark whibh

o
"f‘\

touched the match to the fuss of Femian maLlC’OuSHGSS

N St Nk
- . |
@ . . : s

that led directly to the assassin's powder. His
opponents breught forward as a'caﬁ&idate, Mr. Devﬁin,

a prominent.meﬁber of the Lewer Canadian bar; an&?the
means resortaa torin.the aﬁtempt te defeat MCGee;‘Wduld
de no discredit'tu the sponsors of German frightfhlness
in the present war. Since his denunciation of

Fesianism, McGee had beem in receipt of frequent

ancnomous letiers inm which he was excoriated as a traitor
|
|
|
\
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came te its own. Earlier in life he had been a |

67.
and warned to prepare for death. Some of thsse wére
from Treland, some from Montrsal, but they cams.chiéfly
from the United States. For months he felt that

there was on foot a plot o get rid of him, and aon one

~occasion in Montrezl the presence of his brother in

the house with him undoubiedly avertied an altempt on

his life.

The various stages in the evolution of MeGee's mental
life are very clsarly marked and easily traced. in the
critical peridds of his career his powers-were a1wéyé
commensurate with the responsibilities they’campelﬁed

him to asswme. But in the higher realms of his being

& similar process must have taken place. His spirit

comvivial SQul,.threateﬂei, as is every man of hisl
temperment, with subjugation. A few years before his
dsath;-he, of his own volition and initiative, became
a total asbstainer. This radical change of ‘habit was

the result and accompaniment of 2 more serious view of

‘life than he had ever befors possessed, We find him,

gbout six meonths prier to his death, 1zid aside ffﬁm
his active du{iés; by his first serious illness.
Years of worry and overwork had mads terrible inroads
on his constitution, and the bitter experience of‘ﬁhe

‘ .

I

|

|
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election through which he had just passed was the
proverbial fast siraw'. For weeks he was in retirement.
And they mere draary‘aays for him. He had time to |
reflect on man's bass ingratitu&e,.oﬁ the emptinsss of
fame, while the fear of death held him in bondage.
Perhaps the impending tragedy of his passing was already
casting its cold shadow across his path, - But in those-
grey days he cams to POSSess a truer estimate of life
and its meaning. He returnsd as a little child to
life's gimplicities and fundamentals, = Falth, hope

and igve‘were no longer emply names, but.SPIQndid

- realities., And this great man, this half genius,

kalf child, did what countless otheéers have dome,

he 1sft the care of his weak body and wern spirit to his.
Eternal Father, whose love reaches to 2ll His Children.
He(retzrned from his enforcsd reiirement much restored .
in health, and entered upon the duties of the heﬁ"'
‘Parliament. But he was a changed man. His |
irrepressible gaiety had given placs to gravity; his
bﬁoyant optimism to\malénchaly; his radiant cheerfulness
"to selemnity. He wes as one who walks alone alomg.a.
new path in a dark valiey. Grimly, steaifastly, 
determinedly he.j@urﬁeyad. The fear that clubched

at his heart could not daunt his spirit no® change



his purposes, even though he was mever free from Ets

menace, He had been warned that his 1ife was inﬁdanaar.
He had made enemies of unscrupulous men. TLike eyery
other man in such circumst 13@8 had to face tﬁo terrible

issues of his life alone.

MeGee's last speech was made in the House of Commons

“om the night of the 6th of April 1868, in which he

defendsd his colleague, Sir Charles Tupper, who th
been charged with certain delinquencies in conneghlon
with the performance of his Commission in Englan@;
and in which he alse strongly exhorted the pecpl& of
|
Nova Seotia to suppori the Union, and let the balm of
time heal any soreness that had arisen through their
nisunderatanding of the methods by which the Briﬁish
North America Act was paésed Because of luS sﬂatbSﬂanllka
tenor and because it was his last ®We quote the Qpeech
in f‘rﬁ}‘.: : : o - | : 1'
"1 took objection Sir this afternocon, to the motzqn_

which has steod for some days in the names of the

Honoureble member for Wellington Centre, and which has

now been introduced as an amendment, being taken up

cut of order. I did so, as I stated then, b611§ ving

that such a discussion as it was likely to Qccaslon
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would not be -conducive to the peassful interests @&
the country, and the objection which I raised has been

sustaired, - That objection was made as much in.thL
interest of the honourable member hinself as of any
other of this country. = And had he but availed hhpself

of the interval which had thus been offered him fo%

the exercise of reflection and decided not to throw

himself, as he has now done, into this Nova Scotia

quarrel, I believe, Sir, that in after years, he would

not have failed te acknowledge the service Which~lihad
rendered him, I believe that the honourable member,
although he had spent some time previcusly in opposing
'C@nfeéeratiany'came‘from the hustings as a 'fair ﬂrial‘man’
~--one of those pledged at his electiom to give the new
system a fair trial -- and hew is he fulfilling iqat

pledge? He is .seeking for subjects of irritation

and net finding it advisable openly te appose the | -
principles of Union here, loses no oppertunity to sirike
belsw the belt -- to deal a stab in the dark -- and it
is time now that the mask should be torn from his face.
In the honeurable profession to which he belongs there |

. are certain applications in use, known to the faculty

- . o - ‘ - . ' 3 |
as emollients. TIf, in the exercise of the dut1e§ of .

that honourable prefession, he makes such liberal|emcllient
. |
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\
\
|
|
|
\
use of vinegar and gall as he here employs towardé
: | L |
Confederation, all I can say is that his unlucky w,
patients are sincerely to be pitied. The honourable

gentleman had affected to be a convert ie Confederation,
If he had really been a comvert, he would be prepared
even at the elevemth hour -- even at the Qlaventhihour

and the fifty ninth minuie -~ te give ths new system

a fair trial. If he had been éarnest in his professions
of desire for the success of Confederation he mightV
have said, ®I do not think Dr., Tupper was the basﬁ
choice for this mission, but since he has gone, I‘W1sh |
him all succéss for the sake of the welfare qf th% Unlan’i
If he thinks it necessary at 2ll to go into the matter _
~of the appointment of a gentleman t@_ﬁatch the inierests
of the Deminion im this matter of repeal, he might be
expected to do so in some such spirit, and to discuss
it in scme such t@ney He knows well that no gqo? can
pessibly result from such a motion at such a time* he
knows well that the motionm must certaln1y mlscarry,
and he knows well that, if it were possible for 1% ta
be adepted, the recall ef Dr. Tupper would have p@

appreciable effect in the con01118t10n of Nova Sc&tla.

Whjg Sir, it would be anly the abstraction ef 2

L

thimbleful from the bucket of her disconltentment



The dissatisfaction with the Union which unhappily
1] MODo siderabhl et 1o o - o
prevalls among 2 considerable portiom of the people
. !

there is founded on other grounds than Dr. Tuppefﬁg

|

It is a family matter which it is right to leava f

appointment, and had existed long previcusly.

within the family; and it is for this reason that‘
none other than a Nova Seotian could havye been | (
judiciously chosen for the mission. There are-n&t
many in this House not Nova SP@ulans, who know muqh
- about Wova Secotia, and why not leave Nova Scotlan§ to
meet Nova Scotians om their own ground? Dr. Tup‘er 's
- character has besn assailéd,,and he himself personaliy
maligned, and it is due te him that he should ba placed
in a position ts justify his conduct with regard fo the.'
pert he had tzkemn towards obtaining the Imperial %ot of
legislation by which. the Union hed been established.
It has been charged against him that he has lost the
confidence af his own people. Sir, I'hepe that in this.
House mere temperary or local popularity ﬁillneer be
mada the test by which to measure the worth or ef#icienoy‘
of a public sérvant.. (Hear, hear). He, Sir, W$o builds
upon papularity builds upon a shifting sand. He who |
rests simply upon popularity and whe will risk th#‘right

|

in hunting after popularity will soon find the cbjject he
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pursues slip away frem him. It is, Sir, in my humble
opinion, the leader of a forlorn hope who is ready té"
mest end stem the tide of temporary unpopularity, whe

1s prepared, if nesd be, to sacrifice himself in defence

of the principles which he has adopted as those of truth —
who shews us that he is ready not omly to triumph with -

his principles, but even to suffer for his principles -=
who has proved himself above all others worthy of peculiar
“honour, = (Applause). It would show but a base spirit

to sacrifice the man who had sacrificed himself for the
Union. Nething in this appointment has so greatly
pleased me as the chivalry of spirit by which it has

been dictated and in which the honourablse and learmed
Knight at the head of the Gevermment has defended the
h@nourableimﬁmber for Cumberland in his absence. ‘(Haaf;heérj
I think, Sir, that it is a pity that our Nova Scotia friends
have not yet been able to make up their minds to give the
scheme of Union 2 fair trial -- that they have not °
consented to allow it to work mirammelled --that they

have not been contented to waich its natural revolution

in its appointed orbit, unchecked by any stumbling block

of their placing., For their own sakes -- for the sakes

L]

of the ancient and remowned loyalty of their Province --

I regret the course they have chosen, The Repeal address,
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which the popular branch of their Legislature has
adopted and a copy of which is asked for in the motion
now before us, is too school-bsy a performance to prove

creditable to Nova Scotia, on the journals of this House,

| i

f it is to be entered there. It is unworthy of that

Province which has produced so illustrisus an array of -
- s - < L

men ol eminence ~-- men whom we respsct not only as

lawyers of excellenca, but also as acknowledged masters

of English composition. It is a document ai once

ill-considered and fallacisus -~ the production of

empiric politicians .-~ znd, while we admit the discredilt

which its publication will attach tc Nova Scotia, we must

remember that any shortcoming om her part will reflect
some portien of its discredit upon curselves alé@, |
recollecting that whatever reputatian is adhieved by
British Americans abread, #ill be made é?plicable to

every section of the whole Dominion. The prepesitions

| which the address anunciates are of two classes: fiystly,

statements of epinions or conclusiens ef argument which I,

Sir, for one, maintain to be unseund; and secondly,
allegations df"fact, which, in'many iﬁstances, I.kn@w ta
be incorrect, And I say that it is not creditable feh
the aﬁth@r of that address to hear the tene in which hé

speaks of the Administration of our institutions, and
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aad stigmatizes the Lieutenant-Governors who rule';
these Provinces as the mere tools of the Canadian
Government, while he brands the Senators of his own
Province as hirelings purchased to carry ocut the Union.
It is not creditable that such a charge should have
been brought by Noeva Scotiams against Nova Scotians.
‘The.addrgss,c@mplains generally af‘injuries'suppesed to

have besn inflicted upon Nova Scotiz by the old Province

of Canada, and charges cur statesmen with having

- juggled Nova Seotia out of her liberties., Such -
allegations or any allegations of the existence of

any quarrel beiwsen Nova Scotia and Canada are.totally
groundless. The addrsss totally mis-states the question,
The quarrel, if any'quarrel there be, résts.between,

Nova Seotia and the British Zmpire, fram'whose pover.

;B' o the Act of Union alone derives its,authofity; And T
think, Sir, without any disrespect to that Prevince,
that in any centroversy with the British Bmpirs, even

. the most patrictic Neva Scotian will edmit himself
overmatched in his attempt to limit the power of Br;ti&hi'
influence, The Nova Scntién complaints divide themselves
under twn Eeads. A pertion of them may be within the

'power of - this House to remedy, and a portion.of them

are not se, but rest entirely with the Imperial Parliament.
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With the 1atte§ we have no concern, but as regards oﬁ?
own share, I am sure that this House has no dispoagxgéﬁlf
to act in any spirit of unfairnmess. (Hear, hear).
It may be that there are some grounds of complaint
with regard te some of the legislations of the early
part of the session, amd that in such miner matiers as

the newspaper postage and certain tariff impesitions,

Hova Scotia may have some grounds for remonsirance,
but se leng as these points admit of modification or
ad justment there will be no danger of its denlal hers.
Whenever, Sir, the Nova Scotian case on these issues is
presented calmly and fairly, it will find an amount of
suppert here which Wili leave none of its advocates
ground for complaint that the voice of Nova Scetia
demanding justice is met fairly listened to within

ég o these walls. Then as now, and in that case as in
every case, the representatives of Nova Scotia will
find all parfieS“in the House united in the desire of
doing justice to their Provinece.  And, Sir, T am surs
that not one of them will deny ﬁp-éay that the same
justice heas besn meted out to ithemselves as to all other
portions of the Dominion, or that fear, favour or

affection for any individual localities has been evinced

z \ 1 ' P . row N
in the Goverrment 'of the Csanfedsration. - Bul Nova SCObla
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must only ask us to consider these subjects from a

broad national point of vi W; and to deal with herself,

- not with exceplicnal partiality, but im the same spirit

of even-handed fairness which we extend equally to

Quebec, Ontarioc or New Brumswick., And here, Sir, T

" cannot withhold my acknowledgemeﬁﬁ of respsct of the
moderate and largeminded and truly natiomal spirit inm
which the honourahle member for Lambton, the leader of
the largest section of the Oppositien, has approachsd

and has dealt with all these greal questioms alfecting

the carfying out and the maintenance and the welfare of
the Union, All that can be justly required on the part
of Nova Sestia, is that the cpinions of her representatives
expressed in this Legislaturs here, shall carry wiﬁh‘ |
them their duly preoportiomate weight, and I have only to
regret that gentlemen opposite should have taken their
stand upon a platferm se ultramentane as to forbid
appreach by any well wisher of the Union. -.Iflthere is
tc be any satisfactory ceoperation ﬁpon,ﬁha subjeéfs in
which they are mest deeply interested they must endeavour
te modify the extremeness of their views -— mnot
necessarily to compel to 2 ceincidence with eurs, bui
atlleast to .present thém, where alons argument or '

comparisen can be possible in the same plane.
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" In the attitude they have taken, the first advances

b
them,

tewards mutual political amity must come from
and these advances will be, I shall venture ta'assert{
for 211 on our side, frankly and fairly responded to.
I hold, Sir, in my hand, a little volume, a pamphlet
which has been recently issued, but which I shall take'
the 1ibérty'0f recommending to every member of this
House, as well werthy of his attentive perusal,

It is entitled 'Intercolsnial Trade -- Qur only
safeguard againéﬁ disunion'. Its authér is Mr.
Haliburton whose happy nanner of treating his importani
subject displays the great ability hereditarj‘in.his
name., Mr. Haliburten is noi, I believe, actively
nmixed up with pelitics, and umddubtadly'handlas his
topic in no mersly party style.  Frem this reason alone
~ the conclusions from his disintereété&, impartial and |
impassioned foint of view, adopted and published in .
the interests of the permanent prosperily of the
'country, must be regarded of greater weight and of
greater soundness than these of the frémers of this
aﬁ&ress; which can work but a temperary mischief,

And this pamphlet shows conclusively beyond doubt or
cavil, what ought indeed to be sufficiently obvious to

2ll -~ that the Union is not to be consolidated by any
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temporary cenciliating concessions to evanescent

popular prejudice -~ not by any momentary humering,

in this direction or that, or some particular logal

or sectional phase of public epinion -- but by our |
constant, earnesi and unremitting care of the commereial
welfare and progress of the Previmce.,  And besides this
attention an&'pr&ctical.cansidaraﬁi@ﬁ, we need, ahave
everything else, the healing influencs of time. I have,
Sir, great reliance om the mellewing effects of time,

It is not only the lime, and the sand, and the hair,'
and the mortar, but the time which has been taken to
temper it. And if time be ss necessdry an element

in so rudimentary a process as the mixing of moriar,

- of how much greater importance must it be in the

working of consolidating the Confederation of these

Provineces. Time, Sir, will heal all existing irritations; .

time will mellow and refine all points of conirasi,

that seem so harsh to-day; time will come to the aid of

the pervading principles of impartiél jﬁstide_whibh |
heppily permeates the whole land. By and by time

will show us the Censtitution ngthisiD@minion as much
chérished in the hearts of the pesple of all its Provinces,
not excepting Nova Scatié, as is the British Constitution

itself, And I do not despair, with the assistance of time, -
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of seeing by and by the honourable member for Lunenbursg

CREP o
himself converted into the heartiest suppsrier of Union .
Z‘. - i} N - L3 . . B
within these walls, willing and anxious tg perpetuate
1 - ) = NI T I . - .
the system which he will find {6 work so advantageously
for his own Province, and adopiing the position of the

) o N . P

honourable member for Guysboro' as that of the irue and
patrictic statesman. I will mot, Sir, believe that

such anticipations are ill-feunded, for I can Zind their

precedent even in the history of Neva Secotia herself.
When Cape Breton was annexed to Nova Scotia -~ annexed
not by amy Act of Parliament but simply by an (rder

- 0f the King in Council ~- the people were so strongly
appasedhto the Unmion that thsy almost threatened
rebellion, Well, Sir, this took place as lately as
1820, and already time has brought with it its ceftain
healiﬁg operations, and there is no question raised now

gﬁ of the advantages which tﬁe Union has cenferred.

There is no such quéstion, because there has been no
consequent injustice. . The incorporated people have
found that there is no desire to rob them of their |
liberties, and no disposition to treat‘them with
unfairness. They see what time shews them that the
.Union was éffected‘for their.advantage,ias well as that |

of their neighbours, and they are satisfied because they -
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find it working for beth. And, Sir, I have ®very
confidence that we will Similarly'weav Gut‘Nava Scotian
hostility by the unfailing exercise and exhibition

of a high minded spirit of fair p1ay. - 1t has been
said that the interests of Canada are dlametﬂlcal7y
oppesed to the interests of Nova ! Scotia, but 1 ask
which of the parties to the parﬁnership has most
interest im its successful comduct, or has mest ta fear.

from.the failure which the misforiunes or the losses

i

of any of its members must occasion. Would it not be
we who have emharked the largest share ¢f the capital

Confederation. Qur friends, Sir, nesd have no fear

ag]

0
but that thai Confederation will ever be administered

with serene and even justice. Te its whale histery,

Trom its earllest 1nreptloﬁ to its final triumphant

| consumatlgn, no stigma can be atiached, no stain attributed.
Its single aim from the beginaning has been to comsolidate
the extent of British North America with the utmost

~regard to the independent powers and privileges of each.
Proviﬁce, and I, Sir, whe have been, and am stlll, its

werm and earnest advecate spesk here, net 2s the
rep?esentativé of any race or of any Province, bul as
thoroughly and emphatically a Caﬁi&ié@ ready and'ba nd.

to recggnize the claims, if an uf m uanadlan
5 ? Y
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Tellow-subjects, from the farthest esast to the farthest
west, equally as those of my mearest neighbor, or of
the friend who proposed me on the hustings®, (Gfeaﬁ'applaumﬂ.‘

-~

L N L I N I A ) oo s

. But the sitatesmanlike words had écafce died on the air |
when a pistol shoi rang out clear on tﬁe frosty air
and the assassims bullet ushered into the presence of

his maker the soul of Thomas D'Arcy McGes. He had
left the House accompanisd by Mr. Rebert MacFarlane,
& prominent member of fhe'Upper'Canadé,bar. At the
corner of Metcalfe Street Mr. MacFarlane left him in |
- the bright moonlight which made the night almost as

light as day. .Mr;_MCGea turned up Sparks Stresi uﬂtil‘
he reached his lodgings in the hotel kept by Hrs. Trokter.
He was in the act of inserting his latch'key.whehlthe |
assassin who had stealthily crept up behind him shot him
‘through the back of the neck, the ball passing out

through his mouth and carrying away some of his teeth.

When morning dawned the nation stood aghast and stunned,
for the awful intelligence had been f£lashed east, west
and south, and had been cabled to England. = As the House

assembled that afterncon every thought save that of
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their slain colleague was crowded from the minds of

the members.v Several able a&dresses, expressing
horror at the atrocious crime were delivered in the
House, and no other business was transacted for a week.
We give in full the speech of Sir John & .Macdonald,
which was representative of the sentiments of ths
whole House. -
House of Commons,

tawa Tuesday, hprll 7, 1868
The Speaker took the chair at ten minutes past three,
The galleries were densely crowded. Sir Jebhn A, Macaanal&:‘
rose amid the breatnless silence of the chse and .
manifesting feelings of the most profound emotion, which:
for some time almost stepped his ubterance, said;
"Mr. Speaker, it is with pain ameunting4to anguish
that 1 rise to address you. He who last night, nay
this morning, Wwas with us and ¢ of us, whose voice 1§
still ringing in osur ears, who charmed us with his

marvellous eloguence, elevated us by his large statesmanship,

. and instructed us by his wisdem and his patriotism,

is no mere -~ is foully murdered. If ever a soldier

“who fell on the field of battle in the front of the

fight, deserved well of his country, Thomas D'Arcy lcGee,

deserved well of Canada and its pe0ple. The blow which
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has just fallen is teoo recent, the shock is ﬁ@o great,
for us yet to realize its atrocitly aﬁd the extent of
this irreparable loss. . I feel, Sir, that ‘our ssrrew,
cur- genuine and unaffected sorrew, prevents us from
giving adequate expression to our feelings just now

but by and by, and at length, this House will have 2
melanchely pleasuré in considering the characier and
position of my late frién& and colleague, To all .
the less is great, te me, I may say, ineipressibly 563
as the loss is ot only of 2 warm political friend,

- who has acted with me for some years, butwef‘oné with
whom I enjoyed the intercommunion of his rich and

varied mind, The blow has been overwhelming. I feel
.altogether incayable of addressing myself to ﬁhe‘éubjact'
just now. Qur departed frisnd was a man of the kindest
and most generous impulse, a man whose hand was oéénﬁta
every one, whose heart was mads for friendship and whose
enmities were written in water; a men whe had no gall,
no guile; 'im wit a man, in simplicity a child'. He
might have lived a long and respected life ha@fha choéen
the easy path of popularity rather than the stern one of
duty. He has lived a'shart life, respected and beloved,
and died a hersic death; a mariyr to the cause of‘his

country. How easy it would have been for him, had he
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chosen te have sailed along the full tide of éoﬁularity,
with thousands and hundreds of thousands follow1n¢ hinm,
without the loss of a single plaudit, but he has been
slain, and I fear slain because he preferred the path
of duty.. I cannot bui quets from his sveevn of last.
'night; Sir', said ¥r. McGee 'l hope that in this House
mere'temporary or local popularlty %will never be made
the test by which to measure the worth or efficiency of

a public servant., He, Sir, whe builds upan popularity
builds upon a éhifting.sand.' He who rests simply upon
popularity and who will »isk the right in hunting,afiar
popularity, will soon find the object he pursues sli

away from him. It is, Sir, in' my humbla.@plnlon, the
leader of a forlorn hope,whe is ready o meet and stem

the tide of temporary unpupularity,vwhq is prepared, if
nesds be, to SauPlflCG himself in defence ef'the principles
which he has- adopted as those of truth -- who shows us '
that he is ready, not ontly te triumph with his pPlHClpleS
but even to suffer for his principles -- who has proved .
himself, above all ethers, worthy of peculiar honor'.
(Applause). He has gone from us, and it will be loﬁg

ere we £ind such a happy mixture of eloquence and wisdom,
wit and earnestness. (Hear, hear). His was no |

artificial or meretricious eloquence, every word of his
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was as he believed, and every belief, every thought of

| his, was in ths &irection- of what was good and true,

Well may I say now, on behalf of the Govermment and the
Country, that, if he has fallen, he has fallen in our
cause, lsaving behind him a greaiful recollection which
will ever live in the hearts and minds of his counﬁrymen.‘,
We must remember too, that the blow which has fallen so

%@ severely cn this House and the Country will fall more

severely on his widowed partner and his bereaved children. .
0f their sorrows I will not venture now s speak -- but
I would remind the House that he was too good, too
generous to be rich. He has left us, the Goﬁernment;

the people, and the representatives of the people, a
sacred legacy, and we would .be waniting in our duly to
this Gountry and to the fesling which will agitate the

Country from one end to the other, if we do mot accept

that legacy as a sacred trust, and losk upan his widow
and children as now belonging te the State. (Hear, hearj.
I now move that the House adjourpy and that it stand adjourned

‘until Tuesday mext at half past seven".

Writing from England, April 9th 1868, to Sir John A.
“Macdonald, Hon. Charles Tupper says: "Day before yesté?&ay
1 reeeived your cable telegram respecting the fishing

licenses and giving me the awful intelligenee of the
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assassination of poor McGaé. Tt was announced in the
moening papers, but I hoped against hope until youf
telegrem ceme. I cannot tell you how inexpressibly
it has shocked me, and the very painful sensation if
has created everywhere here, I enclose notice of his
death in the TELIGRAPH, which expresses the univarsal'
sentiment felt towards his memory, in this Ceuntry.®

In a later letter, April 25th, to Sir John Hezcdonald
De. Tupper said: "I had the melancholy pleasure of
receiviﬂgva 1ette; from poor McGes, uritten a few hours
before his unlimely end. He asked me to sell 2 novel
'Cyrus 0'Neill! to Hurst & Blackett. If irs. McGee =

would send me the MSS. I think I could do something.

T hope Parliament will provide handsomely for his family™. .

The Gapital40ity felt humiliated and chagrined at having
her strests desecrated with placards offering a reward .
for the apprehension of a murderer. Ten Thousand Dollars
was voted for this purpose by the Dominion Covernment,
Five Thousand by the City of Ottawa and Four Thousand by
the City of Monireal, The Canadian Parliament voted
later omn, a substantial énnuity toward the support of

the bereaved widow and children.

The body of McGee was removed to his home in Montreal

where for three days it lay in State while thousands




88.

of mournsrs paid their last respects to their departed

friend. A magnificent Stete funeral was arranged for

Easter Monday, April 13th, which was, by a pathetic

coincidence, the 43rd anniversary of HcGes's birth.

A service was held in 3%.Patrick's church and the

funeral sermon was preauqad by mcqee'S'persanal.frien&.
o

and pastor, Rev. Mr. O'Farrell. This was followsd by

an slaborate Frencn serv1ce 1n Notre Dame, where the

coffin was solemnly placed in the cemtre isle, as the

great organ with majestic rhythm sounded the Dead March

" in Saul, The sermon was preached by the Right Rev.

danselcneur Bourget the Roman Catholic Bishop of Monureal.
As the service ended the lonolnfoc3531on formed and
slowly threaded its stately course tnrough the sordid
streets and wound its way up the beautiful slopes of
Wount Royal, and the body was laid to its final rest

on the peacexul summit of Cote des Neiges.

We hesitate to mention the name of the assassin.in

the same breath with that of his victim. The outraged
law was satisfied when omne, Wheslan, ?ai& the exireme
penalty under the following semtence: The sentence of |
this Ceurt is that you, Dab?le James ﬂheelan, hav1nr
been accused and found guilty of the murder of Thomas

DtArcy McGea, be taken from this place to the place
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from whence you came, énd bélthence removed on Thursday
the tenth day of December, between the hours of =nine

in the morning and four in the afternoon, to the place
of executionm, and there bs hanged by the neck until

“your body be dead, and may God have mercy on your soul®,

No truer words were ever spoken than the prophétic
words of McGes, in his Montreal speech on the death’
@9 of fbraham Lincoln, when he said "Never yet did the
assassin's knife reach the ceve of a cause or the
heart of a principle”,

-

C I Y B BN AN R R N Y L B I A

No sketch of his career would be. complete if it did

not imcluds a raference io McGee's poetic talent.

‘Several hundred poems survive him. These were ably
edited by Mrs. J.Sadlier, and published in New York
in 1869. Prodigal nature had endewsd him with this

crowning gift, the possession of which occésicns the .

09

greater surprise in view 6f the meagre education he

received at school, and of the ubtterly unpoetic.

atmosphere in which he was reared; For hs gréw to
| 1

-
1

younz manhood emidsi ths

@

t+
+
[

nlots and counter o

a rebellious and somewhat sullen people. Bubt the




90.

' possession of this gift is less amazing than his
development of it. .That a mind that-mes devoted so
‘intensely to politicai problems, should soar intc the
realms of poesy, and that a heart so burdened with
financial and otbeP cares'shouli respond io- the

_ bsautiful and tende® thiags of life, Sp°aKS volumes for
ths inhsrent worth of the man, - He ma&e the Iullesﬁ

use of the ents whl were his,  His would npever

be the confession to his Master, ' hid Thy talent

in the Earth'. - He did not‘aSPiré to be a great post.
In another realn his life work was to be achieved.
Poetry was his recreation; his retreat. When he was
weary with the sordidness and monotony'and struggle
ineident to his public life, he found rest and rexreshlng
by cultivating the muse. This leglslauor leader,
pr@pogandisﬁ fighter, was a sweet singer. His poetry
breathed a charm over the dreary detail 6f 2 nearly
joyless life. Its ministry to his own soul was as
important as that which it perfdrmed to others.

His love of Ireland inspired meny of his best and tendpest
poems, His ambition did not soar beyond a desire to

"reach the heart of his own race.
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"I'd rather tﬁ?n'ane simple verse

True to the Gaelic ear, |

~ Than classic odes I might rehearsse

With Senates list'ning near™,

he sang.  The limits thus set gy his ambition no
doubt account in a2 large measure for the fact that
he did not become a greal poet. Beyond question,
however, his work deserves & greater place in
Cenadian literature than it now holds. And when some
one shall arise to gather the sbngs.of Canadian singers,

MeGee's will occupy no inconspicuous place.

McGee was not a political gemius. He did nat,'during.
the periocd of his ministerial 1ife, reveal exceptional
gifis for administration. iThere were a number of men
of his day who had capacity for public life in excess
of that possessed by him. Yet he was a useful men.

in a Cabinet., - He was aﬁle‘to maintain his influence
over the pe@ple he represented, and never lost his
Sovereignty there. His was a forceful pen. t is
unf@rtunate,'perhéps, that he always ekpan&éd his energies
on a press that was paroéhial rather than national in
its appeal. Had his jourmalistic talents been
engaged by a paper of country-wide importance, it is

‘questionable if any writer would have been more forceful
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than he. The influence of HcGee was limited because
he devoted as much attention to the place of the
Irish Catholics in Can&dian.poliﬁicsvas he did to the
furthering of Canadian policies, His was the case of
a divided affection and its consequent wsakness,
There were many who did nei hear or heed him, because
_they were straﬁgers toe his ideals. = As an orator
he was without a peer in his day. He held his

]

audiences entranced by his flow of words and by the

ideas to which he gave such felicitous utterance.

In furthering the scheme of things, men of McGee's
talents have a large plaze. The great movements

that become epechal originate not with mediccrities,

but are given being by genius, and .carried to a
successful issue, by men of more than average abilitiesy
The Czbimet 'of all the talents' belongs to Utopia..
Genius does its work alome. It is no &isgaragemeﬁt

to say of a man thai he was a nscessary Supplementjbf
genius, For he must have gifts of outstanding worth
who caﬁ appreciate and measurs up,td the_con&itiohs‘
demanded, in the outworkihg.of great ideas. McGee,. to
do him justice, must be regarded as a man who was not

destined to be a Hational leader, but who had the_

qualities that the real leader needed to carry his.end.




It hes beceme a habit to speculate upen what might

have achieved had he not been cut off so early in

his 1ife, Such speculations lead nowhere. In his
day, ¥cGee served his generation -- and was gathered

to his fathers. Vhat di&fhe'accomplish? He géve
voice to truths he feli and understood, he united his
energies with those of his colleagues to bring into
being the Dominion of Canada, Ho one whose mind is
finite can say by what margiﬁ of energy and strength
this greai idea was carried to maﬁuriﬁy. But in
contributing te that margin, none gave nore liberally
than McGee, ' We think of him as one whe seizéd every |
0pperﬁunitj that came to him to work for others, and
who performed every duty with & conscientious devotion
and disinterestedness that in itself gives him a rightful

place in the histery of Canada,
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