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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION: PROBLEM AND APPROACH -

~ Introduction

The purpose of this study was to determine the ex-

T B S DIV 1 ot e i o

tent to which there was congruence in the perceptions of

(1) the youth i; fostér care, (2)‘his foster mother, and

(3) the social worker responsible for placement supervision.

-

The focus of theése perceptions was primarily on the adjust-

'

ment and coping behavior of the youth. "Coping behavior"

was used to indicate that part of the youth's behavior that

3
»

could be observed and measured.l

The .research proceeded on the basis that care in
|
.» foster homes provided by social welfare agencies was an

P

 example of a social system. This particular social system
consisted of at least three significant subsystemns: (1) the

youth, (2) his foster mother, and (3) the social worker who

ﬁﬁ represented the 'child welfaré agency. These three positicns;
together, formed the foster care system. The foster care

% system could be:undefstood only.with féferenée to the inﬁer—

" actions of these three subsystems. - }

An assumption made in the study was that where there

¢ ! was congruence in perceptions of the three members of the

foster care system, the system would function with greater

- effectiveness for the youth. Conversely, absence of con-
‘ 1
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. ; -
ceived and assessed by all members of the tb£§§;ggg59nag>ﬁi e

2
gruence within the fosfer care system, would lead to streés
and strain for members of the system and might cause the
sYstem.to be less effective in benefittiﬁg the youth,

/ This study focussed on each youth's behavior as4ber—

Ra !

foster care system. The youths, their foster mothers, and

social workers were asked to give a rating of each youth's

degree of genefal happiness, health, peer relationships,
strivings for independence, school achievement, and how well

the youth was managing'in the present foster home. Using

these variables, this study determined the extent of con-
gruence in- perceptions of members of each youth's foster
‘care system, and assessed the impact of congruence-incchgru-

ence on the youth's own perceptions of himself within the

system. The s;gdjwwagﬁqqngerned with iderntifying some ) ;mfwf%“‘
el - : ety e e i e e L S g o d . - “_,z ( . 3

)

similarities and differences between congruent and incon-

gruent foster cére systems.

|

Previous studies of foster home care examined in-

dividual aspects of caie.’/%his study viewed foster home
care as a system of interactions;ygé was predicated on the
belief that undérstanding the impact of Ffoster care on the
ybuth could be determined by examination of perceptions of
members of each foster care system regarding the youth's
behavior://Thé esgential hypothesis posed wés that tﬁe con-

|
gruence-incongruence of expectations and perceptions, com-

municated to him by members of the foster youth's role set,

would have direct bearing on the youth's perceptions of him—



self within the ﬁoster care system. If congruent percep-
tions tended tojcontribute to the youth's effective func-
'tioning in a foster system, determiﬁation of characteris-
tics of such systems might_contribﬁte to increased under-—
standing of foster home care and assist placement agencges#

in their search for "best" homes for adolescents needing -
; ) .

out-~of~home care. ' c

.

Theoretical Framework /°

1]

Throughout its history, the social work profession
has had dual concern for personal systems and their environ-
ments., Gordon states that
. . .the central concern of soc¢ial work . . .is
« . .the matching of people's coping patterns with
oy the qualities of the. impinging environment for -

the purpose of producing growth-inducing and

environment-ameliorating transactions.Z

Rather than identifying or setting specific norms of

|
human behavior, or specifying characteristics of an ideal
? :

{ environment, thd emphasis of the social work profession has
been on}individualizing the person-situation complex. The
profession's implicit goal has been to achieve the best
match between the person and his environment., Professional
intérvéntion maﬁches.sométhing in person and situation; it
helps persons move toward situdtions-where their capacities
are sufficiently matched with the demands of the situation
to enable them ﬁo cope successfully with those demands.

* The phenomenon of concern at this'interfacelis the trans-

action between individual and environment. Transaction may



~be defined as "exchange in the context of action or

" ties of the impinging envi

3

activity". This action or activity includes ‘both person-

activity and environment-activity that'impinges upon the

person. This concept is consistent with the belief that to

‘grow and -develop, individuals must experience positive

exchanges between themselves and their environments.
Professional social woxk intervention includes

efforts to change both individual coping behavior and quali-

onment. The profession views as
"best" those transactions thét‘support and promote natural
growth and development within the individual, and at the

same time are ameliorative to the environment. Ameliocration

refers to making the environment more conducive to healthy

~growth and development for all members in society. Indivi-

duals ﬁust achieve certain kinds of exchanges with the
environment to Fuilfill their natural cycle of growth and
development. If tﬂese exchanges are not possible, the
individual's grbwth and develéément are limited or distort-
ed. Maximumn gr¢wth and development of the human organism
and amelioration of the environment are essential conditions
for implémentation of ‘values held by the social work
profession and democratic society. Members of the pro-
fession, and thbse societies within which it is practised,
believe that each ?erSon should be given oéportunity fo
grow and to dévelop to his fullest capacity, both for his
own and society's betterment.

Foster home care for thildren and youth is an



,} example of social work practice. It is a child welfare

L

service, staffed by social workers, with the purpose of

I4

/ providing substitute family care. This care is deemed

ST

essential when the young person's own family cannot care for
him temporarily, or for an extended period of time. It is
based on the belief that for most childrem and youth, family

life provides the best milieu within which they may grow and

’/Whenlthe child or youth's own parents are unable

develop.
or unwilling to implement essential aspects of the parental
role, parent.éurrogates afe aséigned to £ill this role.
Foster home care is a methdd 5f making the child's or

youth's environment more’ conducive. to his healthy growth and

.development.

Foster home care is the concern, primarily, of the
young person in need of this type of altexnative living
arrangeﬁent, the fosﬁef pérents wﬁo open their home, and the
social worker who sanctions the placement. These persons
form the nucleus of foster home care; together, they con-
stitute a small 'social system that is meant to benefit the
dependant.childjor_youth. Knowledge from system theory may
be utilized to Hrovide understanding of the relationships

between these individuals, «

) ) .
Systems Theory and Social Work Practice
Gordon Hearn was the first social work theorist to
* apply knowledge‘from systems thedry to social work prac-

. 4 s s . .
tice. Human systems are percéived by Hearn at all levels
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of organlﬂarlon, as open organismic systems; their prlnc1pdl
dlstlngulshlng characterlstlc is the exchange of energy and

information with their environment.
Hearn states that the general system approach to

.knowledge in social work has special relevance. The reasons
! i
he gives for this are:

The general‘syqtems approach . . .is"based on the
assumption that matter, in all of its forms, living
and non-living can be regarded as systems and that
systems, as systems, have certain discrete properties
that are capable of being studied. Individuals,
small groups . . famllles and organizations . . .
can all be regarded as systems with certain common
properties . . . .If the .. . .approach could be used
to order knowledge about the entities with which we
work,; perhaps it could also be used as the means of
developlng a fundamental conception of the social

work process itself.>

Studies have confirmed Hearn's

Co

« « obelief that the entities with which we work
have the properties of systems; that social workers
typically work with systems at different levels in
their work on a case; that one can devise a univer-
sally applicable model of the systems universe, and
use it to systematize a substantial body of social
work theory 'developed in other frameworks; and that
there is a generic core in literature of social
work theory and practice.

Hearn bélieves-that the general systems approach
may help organize social work knowledge for teaching and
practice, and develop a fundamental conception of the social
work process leéding to new insights and knowledge.
Additioﬁal values of sysﬁems theory to social work
are given by Sister Mary Paul Ja.‘nchillf She writes that
" this approach "ﬁay make possible a value~free exploration

of the relational determinants of behavior through its focus
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on a synchronic‘analysis of interacting systems", because

it attempts to determine the forces that .are reaching thc

person both emotionally and socially. Secondly, systems N
theory ‘ o f\ ff%\
. . \»\\l
. . .emphasizes an understanding of cause by the (Nﬂ . 7
observation and interpretation of function con- ‘(
sequences, both manifest and latent. It directs
the practitioner to see that the reason for behavior
may emerge by tracing the function of such action
for another‘cystem, rather than its expreq51on in
the person. or system of origins

Third, she belleves that general systems theory

« « scould push the development and systematization
of knowledge by relating processes to outcomes,
‘thereby enhjncing predictive ability for designated
interventions in a system relevant to the person-
in- s1tuatlon connguratlon. .

-
P

Fourth, this theory "presents the challenge of identifica-
tion and selection of appropriate points for intervention

but leaves open the question of strategy and technique"

Foster Home Care as a Social System

Foster home care has the characteristics of a social
systemf. It is %a bounded set qf-interrelated activities
that together‘cdnstitute a single social entity"f8 Foster
care possesses distinctive properties and a unity of its
own; it is more 'than merely the toéal of its componénts-fit
is a coordination of them. Each part of the system, whether
it be the foster home, the fostef parents; the child welfare
agency representative, sr the individual needing alternative

living arrangements, can be understood only in relation to

each other part, and to the larger whole, The bcundaries
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of this sccial organization are always at least partially
open to the natural and social environments in that indi-
'viduals, materials, energy and informatiom are exchanged.

As subparts of the system are parts of a larger whole, they
I ) .

will always be interrelated. The actions of any one part of

Ithe system will either directly or indirectly affect many
parts, if not the entire system. There iS‘always some
degree of internal ordering among‘éomponemt pafts of the
foster care syétem, but the patterns and degrees of this
ordering vary:

Sociological tﬁeprists have .presemted models in
attempting to increase understanding of social systems.
Three of thesé are: (1) thé;mechahical or equilibrium
moael, (2) the organic médel, and (3) the process or ad;p~
tive model.9

The mecHanical or equilibrium model presents the

system as being 'composed of elements in mmtual inter-
relations which may be in a state of equilibrium, such

that any changes in the elements o£ their interrelations
away from this equilibrium pdsition are counterbalanced by
changes tending to restore itf The main criticism of such

a model is that it fends to overemphasize maintenance,
equilibrium; adjdstmenﬁ within the system and views process
and change as deviations. This model emphasizes maintenance

, of the status guo within the system; it is a model of
10

.

"oonservatism and conformism®.
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The organic model views society as having many of
the same characteristics of an organism because of the
mutual dependenbe of its partsmll This model presents the

belief that mature organisms, by the very nature of their
i ] N ! -
organization, cannot change their given structure beyond
o S i
very narrow limits and remain viable. This view does not
‘ .

take into account socio-cultural stEems‘having the ability

to adapt to varying situations. There is mo one specific
Ny structure that is viable and normal for ewery society.
I . .

The process or adaptive model perceives society as

a complex, mulﬁifacettcd, fluid intérplay of widely varyiné
degrees and intensities of assoclation and dissociation.
It focﬁsses on the actions cnd ince;acti@ms of the com-
ponents of an ongoing system. Various types of structares
are needed fcr;differing situations; the system is able to
reépond to these d;fferences with differing structures.
Buckleﬁ argues that the complex adaptive system
model best afquds conceptualizétions of the processes
whereby sociocﬁltural‘structureé are developed, maintained,
elaborated or changed. He believes that equilibrium and
homeostatic moéels are inadcquate-for analysis of socioj
cultural systems.12 Buckley's framework is based on modern
systems research, especially Gencral Systems Research, in-
formation and communication theoryf He understands any
sociocultﬁral éystem éé a compléx, adaptive systemn, which
by its very nature generates, élaboratesw-énd—restructures

patterns of meanings, actions and irteractions.
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Buckley's model emphasizes the f£luid and tentative
nature of sociégultural structures. This model focusses on
-the following features of stability and flexibility needed
ﬁor‘adaptation:j |
(1) Thére needs to be a céntinubus introduqtioﬁ of
vafiety into the system. This variety may refine or re-
vitalize the poél of commonly usable information within the
systeﬁ. The sources of this variefy of ihformation include
o s .éxigehéies of.the external and internai en-
vironment, the normative ambiguity . . .the range
of permiséiye alternatives . . .planned and un-
planned innovation, random and structured deviance,
- and social gnd cultural differentiation of many kinds.
(2) Tension is.seen as bging a normal, ever-present
dynamic agent wHich must be kept at an optimum level if the
.syétem is to remain’viable“ Tension is perxceived as béﬁng
"produced by theinormal-impulses to action, the “"role-strain"
of everyday social relations, and incongruence in role
expectations. ﬁ relatively high level of satisfaction of
members' needs must also be présent; both individual needs
and those generated by ﬁhe'system must bé.satisfied.
(3) Selection'proceSses mﬁst be present whereby the
perceived variety Eha£ appears as uncertainty, ambiguity,
or conflict maybe.éorted out. . Full two-way communication
networks and inforpation flows are véhicles whereby tensions;
expéctations and intenﬁions are communicated; these allow,
|
also, for sélecﬁive responses to be made. The transac-

tional processes of exchange, negotiation, or bargaining are

morphogenic processes out of which emerge relatively stable
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structures. The definitions, expectations, motives and

: i .
purposes that develop within and outside given systems act

to reconsﬁitutep elaborate and change them by a complex of

feedbacks. These feedback'loops are essential to effective

- goal attainment%by’the system.

|
(4) Out of the continuous transactions within the

system there,ngeds to emerge some .relatiwvely stable
,accommodationslénd adjustmentsé Buékley"divides stabili-
zing mechanismsiﬁnderlying such admustments as follows:
(a) "é@ngruen;ies" ord“symmetries" within inter-
personal role méfrices that méy be consciously negotiated
or foréuitously%discovéred. These congruencies or sym.,

metries are said to constitute the foundations of a legiti~

mate order and its normative system of awthority and con-

trol. They afford general agreement by each system member
’ [

of the other's $tatusf
(b) Th%re'may be differential power distribution
‘'within role matficesr In these instances patterns of com-
‘plianée are ins%itutibnalized on the basis of coercive
santtions. Bucﬁley terms these inétances of non-legitimized
. |
power. An example of this would occur when a foster mother

dominates the other members of the foster care system and

does not allow ﬁhe youth or the social worker to have any

- impact on her role performance.
| .
Buckley describes his model of sccrial system as
Yoo s n ! : 1S LR B iy de
morphogenic"” or developing. IHe perceives soclal systems

as moving towards increased order, adaptability, unity, oxr
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-operation%l effectiveness. A morphogenic system demon-

| ﬂ .
strates that it 'has increasing ability to deal effectively

with both its environment and its own sub-systems. A mor-

\ : : :
phogeniC'ﬁosterlcare system will overcome the stresses and

strains that maj be felt early in placement of the youth in

’ \ 1 » .
the foste% home; and move toward giving the youth a positive

et s x s .
and beneficial living experience.

Tée Threé-Person Social.SyStem

The.sopial system containing three. persons has been
the subject of écholarly discuésion.stemming from the writ-
ings of Georg S%mmel; He chafécterized the threempersoh

group as being unstable, with the tendency to separate into

=
P

a two member coalition (a dyad) and an isclate. Simmel
‘ )
considered vital the manner in which the position of the

third person impinged upon the other two; whether this
-
thirxd position Was one of mediator, as holdey of the bal-~.

ance of powexr, o0r as a constant disturber of the solidarity
| r ’ .

enjoyed b} the other two. He described how conflict be=:

tween two members of a group could bring satisfaction and
! : _ .

strength to a t%ird, and how the sense of unity within a

pair could be threatened by the mere presence of a third:

person.

Mills, émong others, supports Simmel's basic hypo-

thesis thlat threesomes tend to break apart into a palr and

a third party. |He found, however, that the third party

-

might be jseen as a common enemy, or scapegoat, and serve to

n
. o, : .
.cement the coalition of the other two as much as threaten
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ict beﬁween two members of the triad may or may

in bebefits toc the third member. Mills feound

evelopment most threatening to the position of
|

of the triad was the .solidarity between the
14 '

the three-person foster care system that is the

his sthy, an hypothesis  is that the youth who

e an isolate within the system will manage less

the yébth who is paired in his perceptions with
|

mber of that system. ’

searchicarried out with regard to foster home

e divided into three categories: (1) foster

|
n care, and in-adult life; (2) foster parents,

[

d to their motivation for becoming foster parents,
uitment, training and supervision; and (3) child

rs, regarding the decision-making process and
|

contact with the foster child and his foster

The weighting of the studies has usually been in

. [ s . - s '
ion ofi investigating failure rather than success.
| :

tudies! have presented knowledge regarding factors
’ |
to make foster care succeed from the child or

int offview, or how foster children feel about
of the experience at all.l5
limited number of studies have been utilized to

he degree of congruence in views held by different

16 ' . . 17
and between social workers and clients,

ort of a study cculd be located that examined
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e as é_three party system ‘and asked parallel
I .

to thé individual in foster care, his foster
‘ v

and social worker.
i
|

‘ Status and Role

| . . . .
e component elements of social systems are social
or "sﬁatuses", and

"social roles™., These two

re fuﬂdamental to the de

system.

scription and analysis of
“3

tatus" is a position in a social system occupied

ted individuals; for example, "foster child",

rent", "social worker"™. "Role" refers to the in-

behavioral enacting of the patterned expectations

to that status; it refers to the way the indivi-
| i ) T.

and responds to his particular status. The con-

tatus and role serve to connect the culturally

defined expectations with the patterned behavior and rela-

tionships
An

reciprocal

may be sty
members as
person"” i%

\
1

the systen
if observs
members of

cal person

| ——
which lcomprise social structure.
|

vy parﬁicular social systeém involves patterns of

roles.. Impact of the system upon an individual
|
died through observation of role behavior of

‘ _
they‘affebt the focal person. The term "focal
used to identify the particular individual within

v

who ils the focus of the study. It is most useful
tions}are restricted to rolé behavior of those
the ﬁystem who have difect contact with the fo-
. The term "rqle~se£" may be used to indicate
‘
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"that complemenﬁ of role relationships which pexrsons have by

virtue of

study, the

‘ 18

occupying a particﬁlar social status". In this

| ‘ . ' .
foca} person 1is the youth in foster care. The

‘role set of theiyouth is composed primarily of his foster

- parents
well as
sidered

‘include ‘
|

the foster famni

and other

neighborhg

this sﬁudy

timate men
be his fos
agency,
tions are
may not be
subsystems

A

the struct
particulaxr

"located in the ﬂocial structure.

to some de

the you
me

other c

bers éf‘the youth's role-set, are considered

and the}youth, himself.

and the lsocial worker from the placement agency as

éh, himself.

mbers jof the foster youth's role set; these would

Other individuals may be con-

ﬂildren in the foster home, grandparents of
if, the youth's own siblings, his own parents
|

family members, his peers from school and the

|

od, and his school teachers. For the purpose of
, howéver, the prime role-senders, the most in-

to

-
»

ter mother, the social worker from the placement
| _

These three status posi-
I

considered
\

!
rtant in the role-set, but at least three

\
must be present in any foster care system.19

the most significant. Others may or

impo

|
basic lsource of disturbance in the role-set is
\

ural ﬁl

status has role-partners who are differently

These others will have;

rcumstance that an individual occupying a

gree,

values and expectations that differ from

those held by tﬂe focal person. It is raxe for all in the

role-set t

is more us

|
o have the same values and role-expectations. It

| ‘ o .
ual for role~partners to come from diverse social
|

I
statuses qnd to have some degree of difference in social
|
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| . . . .
n the #ole—set of the youth in foster care, the

|
foster mo

|
valuesiand role expectdtions for each other.

ther and social worker may have quite

1 members of an individual's role-set depend on

I . -
|

erformance to some degree. The reciprocal nature
i .

eans_that these others require the individual's

|
| . ' .
role to enablie them to perform their own tasks.
! B
or exa@ple,
.| )

1d in her home. Because each member of an

cannot be a foster mother without a

's role-set h
\ .

liefs bnd attitudes about that individual. These

as a stake in his performance, they

|
ons and proscriptions held by members of a role-
‘ N .
signatéd as "role expectations™ Role. expectations
| o ' >
certaﬁn individual by a member of his role-set

ct that member's conception of the individual's

is abihities. The content of these expectations

|
hat the individual

should do, the kind of person

1 : ‘
be, and how others should relate to him. Role

ns heid by members of the individual's role-set

standards in terms of which they evaluate his

These expectations tend to be communicated .to

dual efither directly or indirectly. The potential
el y or , P

e,

which serve to define a role are prescribed. by
! - :
ns of members of the role-set.

|
e numerous acts which make up the process of role

‘ -
e bothl informational and influential. They are
| :

| ’ . a
owards the focal member to bring about conformity
| .
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with expectations of other members of the role set.

acts, calle
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i )
These

d "role pressures", may be directed toward
|

accomplishment of formally specified responsibilities, or

may be dirg
|
ﬁor,other

pressures i
communicate

Rol
sions.
and proscri
attempt), s
ors -or atty
sity (exten
éhoice in @
conditions

Whe
an individu
the pressux
focal perso

system in t

to that rep
environment
fine situat

ences" 21}
° Va
. } //

factors of

marily) to

members

toward making life easier or more pleasant
| .

cted

of the role set, or both of these. Role

ncludé all requirements and demands that are
|
d to Qhe focal person.

e pressures may vary along a number of dimen-
1 | R

| N ’
Some of these dimensions are: sign (prescriptive

ptiveﬂ, magnitude (sérength of the influence
\ .

| ‘
pecifilcity (extent to which the expected behavi-

ibute% are made concrete. and in detail), inten-

t to ﬂhich the focal persbn is allowed freedom of

omply”ng or refusing compliance), and range of

under Mhich-compliance is intended.zo

| ' . .
n a swstem is examined from the vantage point of

al within a role, the members of the role-set and
es whilch they direct to him are part of that

n's env1ronment.ﬁ/The individual responds to the

5

erms of his perception of it. He résponds, not ¥(/X
. . . ou

ctive Prganization in his social environment, but

|

resentltion of it which is in his psychological
| . : )

. Tho@as enunciated this concept as "If men de-

‘ .
ions as real, they are real in their consequ-

| .
Individuals respond not only to the objective
| . ”

N ‘ N . .
a situation, then, but also (and at times pri-

the meaning the situation has for them.
ot i .
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For any |[individual, there is not only a sent role,

. \ . . .
eived [role. The perceived role consists of per-—
|

nd codnitions of what was sent. How closely the
‘ ‘

role %orresponds'to the sent role will depend on
I : . -
role‘senders, the focal person, the properties

deré,}the receiver, and the substantive content

t pre%sures.

e senﬂ role is the means by which the system
.

es to fthe individual the sanctions (both positive

\
ve) associated with his particular role. The
|

fwever,'is the immediate influence on

nd the

Eakh sent pressure can be regarded as arousing

‘ -

ole, h
immediate source of motivation to xrole
e.
chological force of some magni%ude

al person a psy

. |
ion.

- . ; ’
addition to the motivational forces aroused by
i
\ . . .
ures, there are important sources of motivation

3rform§nce within the individual. The intrinsic

on'der%ved from the content of the role would be -

' \ ' : .
se forces., In a sense, each pexson 1is a role-

| _
himself. He has a conception of his role and a

itudesland beliefs regardiné what he should and

|
He
\

|
11 his responsibilities or further his own

do. has some awareness of what behaviors

The &outh, going into a foster home, for
| .

asS a p#econception of what will be expected of him
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he will act.

o effects of behavior by members in a role-set

c
\

onflict and role congruence.

Role Conflict and Rolé Congruence

has been shown that the concept of social role

account the fact that various members of the

d guite different expectations toward the

on and impose pressures on him toward different

ehavior. To the extent that these role pressures

to rolle forces within the -indiwvidual he will

psychological conflict. Pressures to change be-

resent| new and different forces with which the in-

ust cobe. The stronger the pressures from roile

he greater is the conflict created for the focal

00, the individual might satisfy his role senders,

mself; conflict in this situation would be in

he forces generated internally and unsuccessfully

the external pressures.of the role senders.

ch role conflict can be thought of as a type of

role sending. There may be lack of agreement

ation among role senders which produces a pattern

ectatifns which either contains logical incom-

or vhich'does not take into account adequately

and abﬁlities’of the focal person. This would

S

e

examphe, if an older youth wishing additional

|

, was expected to remain dependent on his foster
|

o

ce
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Role amﬁiguity is another source of possible role

|
Rolejambiguity is a concept which describes lack

\
ility jof required information regarding a given

n the system. When required information is

communicated clearly and consistently to a focal person, it

will tend

regarding

to produce in him an experience of certainty

role yequirements, and of his place within the

£

system. When information is lacking, the individual will

experience
will also
requirémen
parents ma
of "good"
cated to ¢
of him. S
not in con

Th
configurat
by role se
conflict w
certain ch
degree of
an investi

e in the rol

Th

position w

ambiguity leading to tension and anxiety. There
be a reduction in thé extént to which demands and
ts of the role are successfully met; Foster
y havel definite expectations of chéracteriétips
foster children; these'will need to be communi-
ach foster dﬁild if he is to know what is expected

uch messages need to be both free of ambiguity and

flict With the youthis own expectations.

e degrke of objective role coﬁflict depends on the
ion of‘role pressures that aré actually exerted
nders bn .the focal person. His experience of this

ill depend on both its objective magnitude and on

aracteristics of the focal .person. The potential
clarity or ambiguity in a role may be assessed by

gationlof fhe available relevant information with-

e-set.

e degr#e of objective amblguity for any focal

|
i1l depend on the availability of information to
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ion. [The experienced ambiguity of the occupant

ition will reflect the objectiwe situation as it

interacts with relevant properties of the particular indivi-

dual.

RO
of the foc
| cognitive
j_tionS’of t
senders, a
conflict.
function o©
at any giv
ally suppo
is perceiv
~tion and ¢
changes in
- are contra
- fraught wi
tension, a
:person to
experiénce
'sponding b
on the opp
changes ei

Wh
youth must

response i

le pressures thét affect the immediate experience
al berson in a situation have both perceptual and
aspectls. These include-the focal person's percep-
he demands and requiremenfs placed on him by role
nd his| awareness or experiences of psychological
The focal person's experience ©f a situation is a
f the 6bjective demands to which he is subjected

en time. When members of the role set are gener-

rtive Ff the focal person's performance, this fact

ed and| the response is generally one of satisfac-

onfidence. When pressures are directed towards

the behavior of the focal person, or when they
dictorly to one another, the experience tends to be
|

th conklict and ambiguity, evoking responses of

T T ; . '
nger, or indecision. The reactions of each focal

a situation are determined by the nature of his
in that situation. The likelihood of his re-

y attempting rational probléﬁ solving will depend
ortunities he perceives for cféating acceptable
ther in the situation or.in his own behavior,

en faced with a situation of role conflict, the

respond in somg manner. yhatever pattern of

|
s adopted may be regarded as his attempt to attain
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or rééain an adequately gratifying experience in the role-

set. Identifiable patterns include compliance, persuading

role senders to modify incbmpatible demands, or avoiding the

source of stress% Affective or physiological symptoms may
\
result from the individual's attempts to cope with these

pressures. ‘Goode uses the term "role strain" to describé'
the "felt QifficPlty in fulfilling the role obligations".22
| An enunciated‘earlier, alienatiod of the focal pexr-—
son from other members of his role-set temds to exist when
(1) expectations|of the focal éerson for himself do not
correspond to expectations others'héve comcerning him, and
(2) whén‘there is disagreement bethen other members of the
'role~éet regarding their expectations of the focal person.

In those situations where there is dissonamce or incongru-

ence in expectations dnd perceptions, the individual may

experience internal conflict as well as disruption of his

relationships with other membérs of his role-set. The re-

sult of such dis#uptions, if they are not too severxe, how-

ever, may be a beneficial renegotiation of expectations by

members of the focal person's role-set,

The oppo%ite of role conflict, role congruence is a
‘term that may be‘used to despribe'the sitmation in which the

A4 -
‘focal person peréeives-that the same or wery similar expec-
‘ .
. . | . ‘ . .
tations or requl{ements are held for him by others in his

| . - .
role-set regarleg his role performance. These expectations

| .
are similar betw@en.other‘members of the xwle-set and be-~
. |

tween these membérs and the focal person. In the foster
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would be congruence in those situations
n foster care, his foster mother, and the
resenting the child welfare agency, were

regarding expectations and the youth's role

Foster pﬂrents and social workers have expectations

the focal role should be performed and
about the way the foung gersoﬁ in fosterx
ally performing. Each role-sender behaves
person in ways determined by his own ex-
nticipationslof the focal person's re-
fluences the focal person in the direction
formity with his own expectationsf The
xbectations ana perceptions of his own “role
e expectations lead to role pressures. In
é the likelihood and. nature of sent role

pectations and perceptions of each role

vestigatedf Understanding the degree of
uence in the role follows consideration
ern of.expectations and pressures comuuni-
of the role-set. Investigation of the role

perceptions held by members of the role-set

and by the focal

pérson himself should indicate the poten-

tial in the situ%tion for conflict or congruence,

Borhek stated that the

. . .incongruent definitions of objects and situ-

. \
ations

may oxni

ginate in a number of ways and may

simply consist of the object being seen from many
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ints of view. . .0n the other hand,
definitions .may be definitely
and can involve guite different

of the same aspects of the sane

(so that) he is defined guite

(and) is exposed to incongruent defi-
imself.23 -

occurs, the person is subject to role in-

ocioclogical théorists have presented two

Pf view with regard to the effects of role

the soqial"system.z4 Parsons has stated

ct "creates a si atlon incompatible with a

ration of personality with the interaction
. may

osure to conflicting expectations
e the generic situation underlying the de-

ivalent motivational structures with their

expression in ne

|
uroses,

. . . < w25
in deviant behavior, or otherwise®.

Buckley, on the other hand, perceives conflict as an inher-

ent pért of soci

the system to ch

\
al.systems and sees it as an opportunity for

dnge tc meet the needs of its members; he

does not view coLfllct per se, as being syotem~dest10ylng

and necessarlly-harmful to members of the systemn.

N e e e
wishes to miniml:

would use such d

‘ Parsons

ze potentially disruptive behavior, Buckley

isruption to enable the system to change and

so better meet the goals of the system and the sub-systems

within it. Buck

I ' - . 3
ley, however, would not consider a social

system to be morphogenic if it were unable to cope with the

stresses and str
gruence.

Congruen

hins that result from a lack of role con-

ce and incongruence are concepts that, in
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They are
hy either héppiness or uhhappiness; tﬁéy'are
scribe expectations of a focaléerson;;eithar'
riegated. . They refer to.something which is
individual, something characterizing certain
lationships.
dy is concerned With congruent-incongruent

in the: foster care system and their effects

son-~the youth living in foster home care.

Background of the Study

dy of gongruent—incongruent aspects in

éf youth was.madéxpossible by the avail-
gathered as part of a demonstration pré&ject
outhern California County into the "Neeés of
iving.Away from Home". The overall goai of
on project was to identify the needs of
gible youth (éges 16 to 20).who’couid not
own families, and to determine suitable

se youfhsrz7 Data were gathered from the
s, -the youths themselves, their foster

ir social workers. 'The focus of these
dethe youths' present livin? situation,
th peefs, school progress,; vocational
preferred future living arrangements.

re four sections of the demonstration

ject:
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1. On AJril 30, 1969, the County Welfare Depart-

ment was résponstle for eighty-six youths in out-of-home

care. Characteristics of these youths were taken from case

records and reported in Porject Report #1 (A Social Survey

of Older Youths in Out-of-Home Care: An Analysis of 237

28‘

Case Records).”. | This Report included .information regarding

- each youth's own family history, his experience with foster

care, andvﬁis gresent situation:
2, Ig J&ne 1569, when arrangements were made for

the eighty-six youths to be interviewed, fifty-one of them

were a&ailable aId agreed to be séen. The findings of these

-Analysis of Socirl Characteristics and Needs of 51 Youths

interviews have been reported in Study Report #2 (An

1 »

Living in Foster| Homes). This Report provided additional
data regarding tLe youths, gathered from the youths, them-
selves. Areas discussed included perceptions of their own

family situation‘experience with out-of-home care and plans

for the future.
3. Follgwing completion of interviews with £he

fifty-one youths|, an attempt was made to see their fbster

parents. Where &here was a difference between answers given

by foster parents, the foster mother's impressions and per-

ceptions were recorded. The results of these interviews

with foster parents_weie reported in Study Report #3 (An An-
alysis of Social Characteristics and Perceptions of 47 Foster

Parents Providing Out-of-Home Care for Youth). This Report

gave information about each foster parent's socio-economic
: |
background,expeqience with fostering, and perceptions of the
I .
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youﬁﬁ.currently in the home.’

4. The thirty-one social workers assigned to the
'fifty—one vouths [were all interviewed. Each social worker
reéponsible for the éase at the time the youth was inter—
viewed, was seen.. The results of thesé interviews are
reported in Study Report #4 (An Analysis of Perceptions of
31 Social Workers Responsible for Administering Out—of:Homé

.

Care for Ybuth); Social workers were guestioned about thei;

professional experienée and background, the fostér homne

program, ahd gheir percepﬁions of the youths in the study.
The intexview Qas chosen as .the main method of data

collection as it |allowed the interviewer:to be aware of any

Jlack of comprehension or misundersténding of Questioﬁs by

-
-

respondents. Interviews allowed bétter control of the
influence of guestion éequence;_possible answers to later
guestions did not color.answers td eérlier guestions. The
interviews permitted meaningful probing on leads given by
respondents. It lwas felt that the respondent's relation-
ship with the interviewer might co%tribute to the validity
of the findings. 'The.ultimafe value of the interview was
dependent upon the interviewer's knowledge of developmental
psychology and his agility to apply ﬁﬁis knowledge in a
sensitive way. Ihharviews afe ﬁhe most common approach to
the study of attitudes, values and perceptions.

The interviewers were young men and women in their

twenties. They were all experienced social workers and met

the requirements of understanding human behavior. They
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ks ofxﬁhe County Department of Public Wel-
viewer had w;rked with the project since its
additional interviewers joined the project
ir summerlﬁacation frém a Graduate School
Fhese two were on educational leave from the
orientation program was conducted for thé
the Project Suéerviéor and the writer prior

nterview. The purposes of the program were

to acguaint them with the nature and goals

d (2) to increase their understanding of ways
search interviews,

arents were not seen by the same indiv%dual
ed with the youtﬁ'in the home. It was ~

anging interviewers, the concept of the
g I e

confidential nature of the replies given would be reinforced,

and objectivity
would be increas
Intexrvie
and social woxke
the research int
of each member o}
questions were p
discussed with e
same qguestions w
ordexr of asking

subsystem member

\
i B

of the interviewer in recording responses
ed.

. i »

ws with each of the youths, foster parents,
rs took over one hour to complete. During
erviews, some similar guestions were asked

f the foster care system, and some different

ut to them. The same content areas were

ach member of the system, although the

ere not specifically asked, nor was the
ﬂuestions necessarily consistent between

s. All interviews were conducted between




"June 15 and Augu

st 15,

1969,

Answers were recorded on schedules during inter-

views.
: |

Each int@rviewer was responsible for coding his own

- | .o . . :
- schedules under the supervision of the writer. The coded

data were then punched on IBM

cards and sorted,

This writer carried major responsibility for writing

the Project Study Reports while under contract to the

County Welfare Department during the summer months of 1969,

"In the context of the present study, as already

indicated, each foster home placement situation was con-

sidered a social

positions:

~(3) the social worker representiné the County Welfare

Department. The

may be viewed in

within the system.

(1) t

systemn. The system consisted of three

he youth, (2) his foster mother, and

-
»

three positiéns'in the placement situation

relationship to each of the other positions

This study utilized perceptions of the youth's

adjustment and coping behavior by the three members of the

foster care system to determine the degree of congruence

that was present

within the system, and to determine poss-

ible coalitions within each system. The formation of coa-

litions was seen

as depending upon different nembers of ﬁhe

foster care system being in agreement in their perceptions

of the youth.29

answers given to

The extent of congruence was determined by

parallel questions. Thexre were five poss-

ible coalitions that might be determined by the extent of

congruence in the

answers given to any specific gquestion:
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youth, foster mother, and social worker all

WE XS o

youth and his foster mother were in agree-
worker's answer differed from that given by
youth and the social worker were in agree-

mother's answer-differed from that given by

fostér moﬁher and social worker were in
wswer given by the youth differed from that
=Y twq; |
youth, his foster mother and the social
1ifferent ahswers~tq the same gquestion.
lese categories of congruence enabled ghe

areas which were likely to be perceived

. : ] .
similarly and which were likely to give indications of

coalitions and is
youth to be isole

of his foster cazx

solates. Categories (4) and (5) showed the
ted in his_perception from other members

re system.




FOOTNOTES CHAPTER I -

l"Adjustment" was defined as behavior conforming to
expectations of system members. Gordon uses the term
"coping behavior" to capture that part of total human
behavior that traditionally has been of primary interest to
social work--namely, that behavior at the surface of the
organism which is capable of beihg consciously directed to
the environment. |. . .Coping behavior fully includes the
broad repertoire of behavior that may be -directed to the
.environment and which potentially, at least, can be brought
under conscious control”. William E. Gordon, "Basic Con-
structs for an.Integrative and .Generative Conception of
Social Work," in Gordon Hearn (ed.) The General Systems
Approach: Contributions Toward an Holistic Conception of
Social Work (New York: Council on Social Work Education,
1969), p. 8. : ' ‘

2Gordon, p. 10.

e

3

Gordon, |p- 7.

4Gordon ﬁearn, Theory Building in Social Work
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1958).
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6Hearn, General Systems Approach, p. 3.

7Siste_r Jarie Paul Janchill, "Systems Concepts in
Casework Theory nd Practice," Sccial Casework, 50
(Februaxry, 1969)‘ 81-83.

8. D. Hall and R. E. Fagen, "Definition of a
System," General Systems, 1 (1956), 18.

9A éritique of these models is presented in Walter
Buckley, Sociology and Modern Systems Theory (New Jersey:
Prentice-Hall, 1967), chapter 2.

. lOLudwig von Bertalanffy, General Systems Theory:
Foundations, Development, Applications (New York: George
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T. Borhek, "A Theory of Incongruent
Lewis Coser, The Functions of Social Con-
The Free Press, 1956).

ate has a program of financial aid and

services to needy families with children, commonly known

as Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC).

Under

terms of the original Social Security Act (1935), a child's
dependency was based on the physical or mental incapacity

of the parent, t
of a parent from

e death of a parent, or continued absence
the home. Beginning in 1962, the Federal

government shares in financial assistance given to both
parents in the home if one parent is incapacitated or
unemployed, provided the State included unemployment as a

cause or depriva‘

tion. -
living in the home of a parent or specified relative.

To be covered, the child must be
If

the child has been removed from his own home by court order

and lives in an approved foster home,

receiving AFDC pr
e program.

be covered by thy

and his family was
ior to his being placed, then he may also
The Federal government partici-

pates in payments by the State to needy families until the
youngest child is 18, or 21 if he is attemding school,
vocational school, college, university, or other educa-



tional facility. -

28This larger number includes 151 youths in out-of-
home care who are the responsibility of the Probation
Department. Full citations for all four Project Reports
are given in the Bibliography. ' -

29A coalition is formed when at least two system
members give and receive adeguate unambiguous information
regarding the chal person's role performance. Within
coalitions expectations of the focal person for himself
correspond to expectations others have concerning him, and
there is agreement between members regarding expectations
of the focal person.
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CHAPTER IT

JIDY GROUP:- DESCRIPTION OF FOSTER

CARE SUBSYSTEMS

cf this study was on the congruence-
erceptions within ‘the three-member foster

sed of the youth in foster home care, his

foster mothery, aAd the social worker representing the

County Welfare Deg
home placement an
Fifty-one

viewed in the lat

artment that had.responsibility for foster
1d supervision of the youth.
youths in foster home care were inter-

ter parf of June 1969. Foster motheré?and

‘ :
social workers of most of these fifty-two youths were also

seen.

answers were gilve

crucial areas of

In six fos

ter care systems, however, incomplete
n by social workers or foster parents in

the study. This study reports the

o } . ,
congruence-incongruence determined in forty-five foster care

systems for which

schedules were ob

A compari

istics of the fony
were avallable frx
systemé, with the

" of-home care unde

ment at the time

compiete, or véry nearly complete,
téinéd.‘
son was made ;egarding certain character-
ty-five youths, for which sets of schedules
» .
om all'three members of their foster care
totél number of eighty-six youths in ou£~
r the jurisdictibn of the Welfare Depart-

of .the studv.' This comparison showed
: 35 :




similar percentage distributions regardimg these character-

36

istics between t?e total number of youths in out-of-home
\

care and those in the study sample.l

The Youths

Some personal and social characteristics of the
forty-five youths between the ages of sixteen and twenty are

presented in this section. These characteristics deal with

‘the youth as an individual and with his emperience in foster

home care.2 In passing, it should be stated that inter-
viewers were fav?rably'impresSed with the wouths in the
" sample. Their n%at appearance, mature demeanor and the

. \ o
cooperation they |gave, were often reported.

Many more of the youthé in the study were female

than male. Twen?y«nine of the young peoplew(64'percent)
were girls or yodng women; only sixteen of the sample were

boys or young meqf _
B ‘ ) ... .

Eighteen Wwas.the median age of the youths; forty

percent of.the.sample‘were this age.

Most youths were Caucasién} twenty-six youths fell
within this category. The second largest ethnic group was
youths of Mexican~Amarican ancestry; eight youths had |
Spanish surnames. Five Negro youths comprised eleven per-
cent of the sample. The following table shows the frequency

of membership in the three most common ethnic groups by sex:
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TABLE 1

MEMBERSHIP IN ETHNIC GROUPS BY YOUTHS' SEX

Male '~ Female Total -
Caucasian 8 (50%) | 18 (62%) 26 (58%)
Mexican—Aﬁerican 3 (19%) 5 (17%) 8 (18%)
Black.or Negro 1 ( 6%) 4 (14%) | 5 (11%)
Other ' 4 (253) 2 (7%) 6 (13%)

16 . 29 . 45

The youths were asked guestions regarding their

education, both past and present. Grade placements ramged

from Grade 9 to second year university. The largest nuﬁber
of youths; sixteéh (36 percent), were in Grade 12 during
the 1968-69 acad%mic year. Twelve youths (26 percent) were
" in Grade 11, and eight youths " (18 pergent) were in lower
grades. Nine youths were in college, university, or other
post-high school |[facility. Correlating the sex,ége,and

grade of the youths in the study gives:




TABLE 2

YOUTHS BY AGE, SEX AND GRADE. PLACEMENT

Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Age X Post—h;gﬁ ’watalwi
71 male female male 7fgﬁale male female male female male female

16 - - 2 2. 2 o1 - 1 - -
17 1 - 2 Co- - 4 1 3 - - S11
18 - - .- R 3 2 1 .7 - 3 17
19 - - B - . 1 2 32 8
20 - - .- = - - ' - - - 1 1

9 45

Total 1 7 ' 12 ' 16

" ot

8¢
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le shows that there were more than twice as
nales in Gréée 12 or enrolled in post-high
21 programs. It‘also shows that some youths.
grades lower thanrﬁould be expectedf A
>r of the youths, twenty-three (51 bércent)
2y were held“back‘at-least oneléfade in

1at were held back most often repeated

or three.

The youths in this study reported that they had

attended many elementary and high schools. Three was the

median number of

atﬁended; the me

elementary schoois'that youths had

dian number of high schools attended was

.also three. As a'grouph'the youths had little of the con-

tinuity of exper
at the same scho
Despite
half previously
ninety percent o
well as, or bett
youths perceived

work,

ience that accompanied consistent attendance

ol.

changes in schools and the fact that one-

failed a year;ithirty~nine youths, almost
£ them, felt that they presently did as

er than, others in their classes. Only six

themselves as below average in their school

As well as being guestioned regarding themselves,

and their school
their experience
Thirteen

left their own h

either fourteen

L) .
progress, youths were also asked about
in out~of-home care.

youths, almost one-third of the sample,

omes to enter foster care when they were

or fifteén.years old. BAnother third left
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.remaining'third
teenthlbirthday;
grbup left their
| The medi
they had recéive

but less than fi
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caxre:
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in their sixteenth»year or later. The
%eft their own homes prior to théir f&ﬁr—
the largest number'withiﬁ this latter .
own homes before their third birthday.3
an length of time that the youths statéa

d foster home care is more than three years,
ve years. Less than one—-quarter of the

cy have been iﬁ_fosfer homes for more than
ilar'ﬁumber had received foster care for

gr, The following table gives the length

vouths stated they had received foster home

TABLE 3
UT-OF-HOME CARE REéEIVED BY YOUTHS ]
E than 12 months | 10 (22%)
‘of two years 6 (13%)
ce or four years 13 (29%)
E br six years 1 2%)
en or’eight years 3 (-7%)A
% or ten years 1 ( 2%)
e than ten years 11 (243)

he-half the youths reported that they had

esent foster home for less than a year;

twenty-one youth
» present place of

The median lengt

s (47 percent) reported moving to their
residence within the last twelve months.

h of time the youths reported they had been

in their present foster home was more than one year, but
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years.. Sixnyouths (13 pexcent) stated they

eir cuxrent foster parents for ten years or

o had been in the.same foster home for a
f time often tended to become regarded as
ilies with whon they livedf One girl, who
same home for twelve years was guite resent-
om th?-soéial worker. She was reluctant

ol forvthe.study as she no longer considered
oster".

ssing relationships with social workers
Department of Public Welfare, youths were
regarding the numbér of workers they<h%d
frequency of contacts, and their percééw
ial worker's function. |

n the sémple have known many social workers.
thé total number of youths have had three
orkers assigned to them;_ Nine youﬁhs (20

otal) reported having had six or more

even youths continued. to see the worker

originally assigned.

Most you
their socilal wor

specifically the

worker, over one
worker during th

the last . contact

by the worker ra

ths reported that they usually talked with
ker less often than monthly, but when asked

last time they had spoken with their social

~half the youths stdted they had seen their
e preceding month. Most youths remembered
with their social worker as being initiated

ther than by themselves.
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The main |function of the social worker, in the minds

of the youths, appeared to be to ensure that their present

living situation |continued to be suitable. The worker's

value in assistiﬁg with problems in general, or between the

youth and his fo§ter parents, was identified as important by
: \ . :

some youths; others saw the worker as mainly providing

concrete help such as procuring additional funds for their

special needs. None of the youths identified maintaining

contact with their own family of origin,or hel?ing makejélans

for the future as prime tasks of the social workers.
" When askéd to identify what the social worker had

dorie to improve the youth's situation, budgeting and other

-concrete service? were named most frequently; these were

cited by ninetee# youths (42 percent). One-third of the

youths stated th?t they either did not need any help from

their social worker, or did not receive any help. Some
tasks identified|by the youthslthat might apply especially
to them were: toO have the worker give "moral support" when

\ ,
| . . .
needed, to "watch over" their living situation, or as a

person to turﬁ to when problems arose and counselling was
needed. Five youths were unable to. determine any role for
the social worker whovisitedthemiéndvfheir foster parents.
The follﬁwing vignette is illustrative of the data
received ffom the youths and gives some indication of the’

» feelings that accompanied the giving of information:
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Joanna, 17,
somewhat hel
social worke
Welfare Depa
she had been
had four d4dif
see her. On
for three or
she would ha
"things" wit
she needed t
"see if I re
felt that th
interested i
mother than
pleased, how
had been gra
able her to
. foster paren
have to give
provide both
Joanna to he
lesson:

The fort

forty-two foster

" had two youths bkarding with them; thirty-nine foster

parents each had

them.5

Foster mothers were questioned regarding their

present socio-ec
mothers, and ask
Socio;economic e
their experience

youths will be d

of the youths in

sighed and shrugged her shoulders
plessly when asked how many

rs she had talked with from the
rtment. In the two years that
living in foster homes, she
ferent social workers call to
ly one of the workers saw her
more times. Joanna said that
ve liked to talk more about

h the social workers, but that
ime to get to know them and
ally can trust them". Joanna
e workers were often more

n "checking" with her foster
talking with her.. She was

nted by the Department to en-
continue piano ‘lessons; her

ts had felt that Joanna might
up her music as they could not
the transportation to get

r teacher and also pay for the

The Foster Mothers

ever, that some additional funds

y-five youths in this study lived in

one youth in the sample living with

haracteristics of foster mothers, and

as providers of out-of-home care for

Y

the sample will be discussed in chapter

43

homes. Three sets of foster parents each

onomic status, their experience as foster

ed to give their perceptions of the youths.

iscussed in this section; theilr perceptions
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'threeg ' 3 o B . -
SeVenty percent of the foster mofhérs responsible

fof youths in this study were Caucasian; seven (16 percent)

Were Negro, and three were Me}l;ican-—'AmericanT Foster |

'homes tended to be of the same ethnicity as the youths

placed in them.

In the majority of the foster homes there were
I - -t

“two parents prégent. ‘Thirty—five homes (83 percent) had

both.foster mothers and fostér,fathers living in the home.6
Seven homes, however, had no faﬁher'in them. Foster motheré
tended to be somewhat.younger £han their husbands. The
median age for foster mothers was.between the ages éf
forty-one and fifty; the median age for their husbands %as'

between fifty-one and sixty.

Foster parents usually had been married for a

considerable length of time. Twenty-two couples (52 per-

| : .
cent) stated that they had been married for over twenty-one

years; however,wthree coﬁples reported that they had been

'married'forzlesw
o | | |
(43 percent) had been married previously; fourteen (40 pex-

J than five years. Eighteen foster mothers

cent) foster fathers had previous marriages, also.
In general, foster mothers had received more formal
education than their husbands. The median grade attained

*by foster mothers was Grade 12; foster fathers,. between

"Grades 10 and 12. Nine (20 percent) foster mothers reported
|
\
\



that they had so#e university education, but only one

‘foster father attended universiﬁy.' Almost half the foster

mothers had'take? courses to increase skills, most often

clerical .or nursing. ) ' -

Over one third of the foster mothérs, fifteen ,
worked outside tﬁeir own home. The median famiiy income
Qas Setween $7,0QO and $9,000 annuallyT This.figure was
“consistent with data available forifhe équnty which gave
$8,400 as the average earninés:7 |

Foster home licensing rggulationsvconcern boarding
ﬁomes for children until‘they feach their_sixteenth
birthday; licenses are not fequired'for homes in which
older youths are placed}.8 Twenty-two (52 perqent) of ﬁig

homes in which youths in the sample stayed had been

licensed at some|time by the County Department of Public

Welfare. Only twelve of the homes. (28 percent) were

currently licenséd, however. The median-length of time
that those homes|which had been licensed had taken foster

children.or'youth was four yéars. ' The median number of

fosfer children or youths placed in those homes during the

\
four years was two.

Foster méthers tended to have had considerablé

experience with childrearing. Three was the median number

~of their own children raised by foster mothers; the median
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number of own children still at home was one. Only three

of the forty-two foster mothers in the sample never had

’

children of their| own. Almost half the foster mothers had

at least one other foster child in ‘the home as well as -

‘the youth.

\ : : .
The length of time foster mothers have been

responsible for foster children ranged from a few months

to over twenty &ears," In that time, the number of children

placed ranged”frér one, to a few homes where well over
twenty children and youfhs had been placed. Some present
foster mothers previously had been responsible for children
.in.day—care and so becam@ known in‘fheir communities.ag‘

»

willing to open their homes to children. .

Many foster patents first opened their homes because

family members kqew~of children or youth in need of alter-

native living arﬁangements. Twenty-five (60 percent) of

| | |
the foster mothers remembered first taking foster children
as a result of bﬁing asked by a friend or relative to care

for_their,child,‘of because one of their own children knew
someone who needed a foster home. Only four foster mothers

(9 percent) remermbered being: formally recruited by the

County Department of Public Welfare. One woman began

fostering at the | suggestion of the social worker who placed

»

a baby for adoPtion in her home.
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thers,_almost without exception, agreed
tive participants in the-deoisionemaking,'
eded the child or youth's move into their
r mothers -spoke of:"humanitarian" reasons:

and I couldn‘t gay 'No'®, or "If‘l -

child, everYthing I've done will be worth
ter mother said, on first meeting her own
from school who needed another place to
showing development of an immediate
One foster mother reported that she

'No'" when the local hlgn school foothall

"descended" upon her on behalf of a

ho needed alternative living arrangements

ol, to enable him to continue playing on

a winning team. .
\
\
to make known to |

living accommodat

seeking another ﬂ

out-of-home care

this study. Most

.in the sample; ho

for two youths, ﬂ

As a group, youths in this study tended
their peers the wish for alternative
ion, they also tended to be active in

ome on their own.

The Social Workers

Twenty-eight social workers had responsibility for

supervision.of the forty-five youths in

workers had responsibility for one youth

wever three workers had responsibility

hree workers supervised three youths
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rkers were each responsible for five

up, the social workers responded very

research interviews. They had obvious

youths they talked about. The positive

e research interviewers encountered seemed
% to‘empathy the workers felt for the

x professionai appréciation that research
care system might enable them to give better
g persons living away from their ocwn homes.
ked for copies of the research schedule as

n outline of areas that might profitably

h the youths to better enable the worker

to gain understanding of them in their situvation. The

' |
obvious use of ﬁole and system theories as a framework

within which thé
favorably by son

Intervie
workers' own off
some occasions i
agency divisions

Workers |

to sex.

female.

Fourtee

guestions were poéed was remarked on

e workers.

ws were, in every case, conducted in the
ices; at times, at their desks, and on
n.interviewing rooms within the various

in the sample were equally divided according

n social workers were male; and fourteen,

Over one-half the workers were in their twenties--



fifteen (53 percent).
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Seven. workers (25 percent) wexe

between thirty and thirty-nine yearé of'age. The remaining

Six workers were

The majovity of social workers were married.

teen of the worke

three others had

or divorced. Six

T

children of their

children in the SFCial

c¢hildren ranged ib age

most of them presently

The socia} workers were prim

Twenty-one workers were Caucasian,

over forty.

Nine-

rs (67 percent) were presently married;

been married previously but were separated

workers (21 percent) had never married.

own.

in their teens.

Almost alll social workers who had_been married had
Two was the median number of
workers'.own families. These

from pre-school to adulthood with

arily Caucasian.

-
»

five were Negro, and

one worker was Me?icanjAmerican. A comparison of ethnic

backgrounds of the youths, foster mothers and social workers

in the sample is éiven.in the £

TABLE 4

ollowing table:

A COMPARIS?N OF ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS OF MEMBERS

Caucasian

Negro or Black

Mexican—Americ

Other

OF FOSTER CARE SUBSYSTEMS

" Youths "~ Foster Mothers

Social Workers

26 (58%) 29 (69%) .
: 5 (11%) 7. (16%)
an 8 (13%) 3 ( 7%)
6 (13%) 3 ( 7%)
45 42
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When que%iéd régarding their own xreligious prefer-

ence, the largest number of social workers, eleven (39'

13

percent), stated

stated they were

"Protestaht"; about half this number

"Unitarian". Although omly eight workers

did not specify iny adherence to a religiom,; some others

who did speéify,o
sider themselves
éhoiéef )
All socia
for at least fouy
degrees. .The maj
.Ceﬁt).held a Bac@

The other eleven

(most usually in

group, six (21 pe
N
of Social Work de

\
As well a

individuals, the
their work experi

they had been enp

for less than fiv

|
the Department fo

\
of workers in thé

ne, made it clear that they did not con-

to be active in the churches of their

1 workers in the sample attended university
years and have received baccalaureate
ority of the workers, sewenteen (60 per-

elor of Arts degree or its equivaleﬁt.

-
Ly

workers had some graduate School education
a Schépl of Social Work}. Of this latter
rceﬁt of the total sample) held a Master
gree.

s being guestioned about themselves as
social workers were also.asked about
ence. Most social workers stated that
loyed by the Qounty Welfare Department

e years; only five Qorkers had been with

r five years or more. The largest group.

sample, twelve,(42 percent), stated that
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ithey-had been with the~Deparﬁmént for two years or le;s.
Sécial workers tended to have had their present

work assignments for a cémparatiﬁely short period of time.
This was -due, in‘part, to the fact that the Department,“

at the time the study was condﬁcted, had 5u§t completed

'. reassigning maﬁy social workers aé a result of implementing
a.policy which separatgd fihéncial eligibility determination

from the giviné of other social services. Sixteen workers
(56 percent) héd‘their present.casé—loads for less than

one -year; anothér eighﬁ workers'had.their present assign-
ment for less than two years. Only three workers had

~their current case-load for more than three years.

M

...Character-building and recreation agencies

(YMCA, YWCA, Scouts, etc.) gave many workers experience

with yoﬁth, as dﬂd previous staff positions With the
County Welfare Department or other community health and
welfare-agenciesi Most social workers éither worked with
youths in a &oluntary capacity orx ip ﬁrevious professional

positioné (not always social work--former school teachers

and nurses were represented in the sample).
1

The combﬂnation of the workers' own life

experiences, the%r university education regarding the

i .
nature of man and ways of helping, and previous paid and
‘ N

|

" voluntary work eTperience.with vouths, all contributed
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to giving the workers a feeling of competence in the

‘performance of their responsibilities.

M
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1See App‘

Youths in the To
age; sex, ethnic
and total length

2

cies of characteri

e

FOOTNOTES CHAPTER II

ndix A, "Comparison of Characteristics of
tal Group and the Sample Group," regarding
background, age at original placement,

of time in present foster home.

Appendices B, C, D, contain Tables giving freguen-

stics discussed that are not given in

Tables within %hé chapter.

i .
3Only two youths in the sample entered foster care

when they were b
left his own hom

In answ

tiated between a

a relative (most
home of a non-re
youth as the beg

ctween- four and seven years of age; none
in his tenth or eleventh year.

=]

cring this question, some youths differen-
first move out of their home to live with
often an aunt) and a later move into the.
lative., The latter move was taken by the

inning of foster care, even if the agency

had sanctioned the earlier plan.

5 i . .
One foster home contains two sisters, both
receiving out-ofrhome care.

6Over 60

‘percent of the foster parent interxviews

were conducted with both foster parents present.

7

Cf. California Labour Statistics Bulletin, (June,

1969), p. 30.

8

hood"™.

Histori&ally, the doctrine of parens patriae has
not extended beyond what the

| community comnsidered "child-

Lo
-
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CHAPTER IIIX

. | . i i
RESEARCH FINDINGS: AN ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES

| OF SUBSYSTEM MEMBERS
} . 1

_ : | :
v | . I3
. This chapter analyzes certain answers given by
. I . )

members of the three foster care subsystems. These answers
_concern certain of the youth's characteristics, adjustment,
. . 4 | -

and present coping behavior as perceivea by the youths,
i |
theixr foster motﬁers and social workers. As indicated

earlie:; the ter% "coping behavior"™ focusses on the broad
repertoire of thé youths' activities that are directed to

the immediate enyvironment. The principal areas of this

- —-study concern th? youth ‘as an individual (his-health,'héppi—

. \ . .
ness, strivings for independence and education) and as a re-

cipient of out-of-home care in a foster home. In the latter

section, guestiohs were asked regarding the youth in the
0 . ‘ * . . -
foster home and concerning his relationship with his social

The choi?e of the particular variables measured in

this study follo#ed a review of studies that dealt with

worker,

determinants of ﬁental health or "sense of well-being" in

individuals.,

. Jahoda listed six major approaches that had been

. used in attempting to categorize concepts relating to mental

health. These are: (1) the attitude of the individual

J Y
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toward himself; (2) the individual's life style and degree

- of growth, development, or self-actualization; (3) the
‘ | v

quality of integ#ation of the personality; (4) the autonomy

of the individual which serves to single out his degree of

P

independence from social influences; (5) the perception of

reality; and:(6)‘£he mastery over environmental influences.‘.l
Gurin, gE_iif, cons@derea not only.the individual's

_Own estimate of ﬁis W¢ll~being, but sbugﬁt to explore ways

iﬁ which the iédividﬁél could evaluate his ownlwell~being{

He included in this evaluation the person’s evaluation of

his own happines%, absence of worries, and feelings of self-

. . 2 - '
satisfaction. : ‘ . .

Meier assessed her respondents’ sense of well-being

using the criteria of (1) their having a feeling of ade-

quacy .in performing the functions for which they were respon
sible (as husban@, bread-winner, etc.), and (2) their
experiencing pleésure in carrying out activities in the

various areas ofsadaptation; She believed both criteria to

be influenced bylthe person's perception of the social norms

and his incorporﬁtion of these norms as standards for his

\ . . . '
own behavior. Meier believed that feelings of adequacy and

| .
. inadeguacy mighthe based on comparison of the self with
‘others.3 ‘

|
Four queftions regarding the youths' characteristics

and coping behavmor in this study asked respcndeptq to rate

youths by con@arﬁng them to others Lhe same age regarding:




1. How well does the youth get along with his/
her peexrs?

2. How‘happy is the youth? -

3. .How |would you rate Lhe youth's present
‘health?

4. Could the youth live independently now?
\

Analysis‘of the answers to these guestions will

precede further;discussion of other principal questions.
' ' o ' 5 : :
Answers given to each question are analyzed in two ways:

(a2) reporting the frequency of responses by the three foster
v | | _ .
care subsystems, and (b) indicating the amount and type of

- congruence presént w1th1n each foster care system regardlng

|
|
answers to that particular questlon.v The typology of

congruence esta@lished is as follows:
\ ' . ]
Type 1: | The youth, his foster mother and
social worker all gave the same
answer to the guestion, {YFMSW).

Type 2:| The youth and his foster mother
: ' gave the same answer, the social
worker answered differently, (YFHM).

The youth and his social worker
gave the same answer, the foster
mother answered differently, (YSW).

Type 4:\ The foster mother and social worker
gave the same answer, the youth
answered glfferently, (FmMsSwW) .

_The youth, his foster mother and
| social worker all gave different
answers to the same question, (INCONG).

Type

(6]

Answers given b§ subsystem members regarding each youth's

peer relationships, happiness, health, and readiness for

.

independent living will be analyzed in turn.
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Rating of Youths' Peer Relationships

That individuals continually interact with a set of

\
pOtentially—sigﬂificant others whose opinions, expectations -

and evaluations;are perceived and evaluated, has been appre-
ciated for a considerable period of time.,4 To the adoles-

cent, the peer_éfoup is of vital importance; it is to his.
. |

- peers that the adolescent looks for much psychological

. | - ,
support.5 The youths,.foster mothers and social workers
. ’ [ ‘ N

were asked their perceptions of how well each youth got-
along with otheys the same age.

(a) Fregquence of Responses

" The following table indicates the frequency of

.responses given by members of foster care subsystems regard-

ing their perceptions of how well each of the forty-five
\
youths got alonq with ‘his peers.
. ‘ - °
\
| TABLE 5

\
PERCEPTIONS |OF HOW WELL YOUTHS GOT ALONG WITH PEERS
\

Rating j Youths Foster Mothefs Social Workers6
Well | 36 (808) 27 (60%) 15 (33%)
Average 4 (9%) 9 (20%) 19 (42%)
Poor ‘ 2 - 4%i 5 (ll%)ﬁ_ 11 (24%)
Uncertain !i 3 ( 7%) . 4 (_9%) | -

04 B -
Most youths in the sample rated themselves as

getting along "well” with their peer group. Fewer Foster
I

" mothers gave such a positive rating; fewer still social

| . . .
workers perceiqu the youths as getting along "well" with
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others the same |

!
|
| :
{age.

| - : . . )
Social Workers tended to rate youths as "average™ in

peér relatidnshﬂps. Almost one-half the youths received an

"average" ratin% by their social workers. Fewer foster.

.mothers rated tﬂe youths' peer relationships as "average";

and only four yJﬁths gave themselves this rating.
. | ;
More so#ial workers rated youths' peer relationships
I : i

. as "poor", thagfdid foster mothers or youths.
> | _

o .
(b) Congruence &f Responses Within Foster Care Systems

The folﬂowing table indicates the frequency of con-
gruent—incongruént‘résponses given to the guestion regarding

the youths' peeﬁ relationships by members of the forty-five
ﬂ 4
foster care sysﬁems.
‘ .

! TABLE 6

, | « :
FREQUENCYJOF CONGRUENT-INCONGRUENT RESPONSES

\
REGA%DING YOUTHS' PEER RELATIONSHIPS
Typology of con#
gruence-incongry- o
_ence j 1. 2 3 4 5

r .

Foster care i .
systems ' 14 (31%) 16 (36%) 3 (7%) 8 (18%) 4 (9%)
. ! . -
When the .ratings given each youth were compared,-

there was congruence (YFMSW) in fourteen foster care

systems; in tweive of these systems all members of each

\ .
foster care system agreed the youth got along "well" with

his peers.
In thirty-one systems there was not agreement in
: | X .
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ratings given regarding youths' peer relationships. 1In

those systems wh%re youths and the foster mothers were in

\
ragreement, and the social workers differed from them (Type
: - ‘
2), the workers %n all but one case rated the youths lower;

in only one fost?r care system did the social worker rate

the youth's peerfrelétidnship higher than did the other two
' | ) ' .
members. ﬂ | |
In the f%w fbster care systems where youths and
social workers were congruent in fhe answers given, and the
foster mother”diéagreed (Type 3), the foster mofher gave a
lower rating. ’

In ten o& the twelve foster care systems where there

was'no'congruencg at all between the youths' ratings and

| , . .
those given by the foster mothers and social workers (Type
4),‘the youth ga&e themselves higher ratings than did other

mernbers of theirifoste: care systems.
| . . :
Rating of Youth's Happiness
\ .
Rather than attempt to determine possible indicators

of the degree of happiness projected by the youths, foster

mothexrs and socipl workers were asked directly "How happy is
the youth?"; thd‘youths were asked; "How happy are you?".
Admittedly a difificult concept to measure, most members of

foster care sysﬂems exhibited little<iiffiCUltY'ih answering
| .
this question.7] The social workers had most difficulty with
[3 . -
| . -
the guestion; they tended to wish for definitions and other
\ ) ..

points of referdnce, and in giving an answer were more

likely to put riders on their statements.

A four Eoint rating scale was utilized to record
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;

: I
' was gained in making the division between "Very happy" and

1 60
- C , .
answers on the schedules. The youth could be perceived as

"Very happy", "ﬁappy", "Unhappy" or fVery unhappy". For

'present analysis, however, answers were

purposes of the

given on a two-point scale: "Happy" and "Unhappy". Per-
I -

ceptions must, $y their nature, be subjective and little

‘ .
"Happy"; the choice of one or the other of these terms was

‘ e

guite arbitraryiand tended to be meaningless. Also, various
: . ‘ i ‘ -

subéystem membeﬁs tended to find it more difficult to deter-

' | , .
nmine the degree |of happiness although its presence or ab-

sence was reasoqably easily répor%ed.
. | o
(a) Freguency of Response

\ .

The following table indicates the frequencies oF

responses giveniby subsystem members regarding the youths'
}‘

happiness:

| ’ TABLE 7
| 7 |
FREQUENCIES OF RESPONSES REGARDING YOUTHS' HAPPINESS

Rating E Youths Fdstef'Mothérs Social Workers
Happy Y 40 (89%) 42 (93%) | 37.(82%)
Unhappy | 5 (118) 3(78) 6 (13%)
Uncertain | - - - , 2 ( 4%)

|
R - .
Youths, social workers and foster mothers all tended

-to see the youthé as being happy rather than unhappy. Com-

paring answers béetween subsystems, i1t was seen that foster
! . :

©

mothers were most likely to perceive youths as being happy
|
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o | - '
(or at least most willing to report this perception);
- ‘| : ’ :
youths tended to{see themselves as being about as happy as

|
"their foster motHers reported. Fewer social workers per=~

ceived the youth§ as being happy than did foster mothers or
| . . .

youths. |
!

. \ . L :
(b) Congruence of Responses Within Foster Care Systems
I

The folléwing table gives the types of congruence

determined in tpé various foster care systems by answers
\ - :
‘to this question:
. " ‘ )
| . TABLE 8
|

j : .
CONGRUEN?—INCONGRUENT RESPONSES REGARDING

. THE YOUTHS' HAPPINESS
\ .

-Types of congruénce— )
incongruence | 1 2 3 4 5

-
!

Number of foster‘care

systems c 32 (71%) 7 (16%) 2 (4%) 4 (9%) -

|
All but one of the many systems in which there was
|

congruence (Typé11~*YFMSW) in ratings given, reported that

the youth was "hﬁppy"; only one youth was rated "unhappy"
by all three subestem'members.
. | ‘
In thirteen foster care systems there were various

types of incongrhence; but in no system was any member alone

in his perceptiﬂn of a youth's happiness or unhappiness.
‘? B -
In every system{at least two of the three menbers were in

agreement. |
!

In those systems in which the youth and foster moth-

er only agreed the youth was happy (Type 2) the social
. ‘ _ .
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. |
worker tended to rate him as unhappy.

| ' _ -
When the youth disagreed with ratings given by his

foster mother and social worker, in every instance he per-
| .

ceived himself %s being unhappy.

| . L -
| Health
| Sl

.Memberékof each foster care system were quériéd re-
garding their p%rceptions of the youth's present health. Aas
with other éersénal ratings (happiness, for example) no
definition was offered and the respondent's subjective or
-objective perce?tion,.as statéd, was recorded, The youths,
generally,‘seem%d proud to report their good health as did

\ .
their foétér moﬁhérs (who may have felt some reflected
glorj in being %ble to feport their youth as being in gbod
‘health). SociaF workgrs tended.to prefer to separate %heii
answers_to enabﬁe them to report perceptions'of the youths'
(1) physical health and (2) mental health. They were re-
guested to give:one overall rating colqred, of course, by
their considering, in juxtaposition, mental and physical
health. 1

| .
(a) Frequency of Responses

e -
Almost all youths perceived themselves, and were

seen by their foster mothers and social workers, as.being in
excellent or gobd health. Members of each foster care
subsystem ratedcohly two youths as being in poor health,

\

The following table indicates the freguencies of

answers given ﬂegarding'the youths' present health.
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I
|
|
| TABLE 9
|

FREQUENCY;OF RESPONSES REGARDING YOUTHS' HEALTH

Rating 1 Youths Foster Mothexrs Social Workers
Excellent | 23 (513) 30 (673) 22 (49%)
Good 20 (443) 13 (29%9) 21 (47%)
Poor 2 (43) 2 ( 4%) 2 ( 43)

(b) Congruence Of Responses Within Foster Care Systems
\ ' i
The fol#owing table gives the types of congruence

found in the Vaﬁious foster care systems regarding percep-

tions of the youths' health:
|

} TABLE 10

CONGRqENCE~INCONGRUENCE OF PERCEPTIONS

M3

OF YOUTHS' HEALTH

Types of congru-
ence~incongruenge 1 2 -3 4 5

|
G
’ |
Number of foster
care systems |

In only one-third of the foster care systems was
| :
there congruence in the answers given this question. 1In all

systems classifﬂed as Type 1 (YFMSW), there was agreement
|

the youth was in excellent or good health.

In those systems where there was incongruence be-

tween the rating given by the social worker and that given
. | ]

by both the youﬂh and his foster mother (Type 2--YFM), the

social worker tended to give a lower rating.

The fosﬁer care system classified as ije 3 (Yysw),

I
where there was incongruence between the rating given by
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" the foster mother and'that given by both the youth and

- social worker, rncluded six sYstems where the foster mother
|

rated the youth|as less healthy, five in which she rated him-

more healthy. |

-

When the youth's own ratlng dlffered from that given
\

by both other members of his foster care system, he tended
. to see hlmself es less healtny; thls was the situation in
most systems cla881f1ed as Type 4 (FMSW). or Type 5 (INCONG).

In general where there was incongruence in answers
given by-one member of the foster care system and the other
two, the one whé differed mostﬁofteﬂ perceived the youth as
being less healthy.

| v 3 . -
,As noted in the previous section, members of each of

-
| »

the three foster care subsystéms rated two youths at present

in poor health.i Five youths (four females and one male)

received these éix poor ratings. In only one system did

1
more than one member give a poor rating; these particular
‘ el

) - .
ratings. were given by a seventeen year old girl and her

|
social worker, Uoth not Jng that she had "a bad lung", her
foster mother rated her as being in good health. Two youths

o \
had epilepsy, but neither gave herself a poor health rating

|
although one's aoc1al worker and 4-he other's foster mother
did so. One girl was Very depressed at the time she was in-
terviewed; althqugh she gave herself a poor rating, neither

her foster mother nor her social worker did, when they were

" interviewed later. The lone male in the group_suffered from
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i
a congen1pal splne defect; he did not rate hlmself in poor
health althoughwhls foster mother did. Th S young man,

"however, felt he might have difficulty securing -employment

in the future aé a result of his condition.

Independent Living

It is an expectation in this culture that older
adolescents wil% begin to prepare ﬁhemselves to move away
from their famiiies ané establish.themseives independently
in the communi ty. Such‘moves are usually sanctioned by
parents and thej, too,-take.steps to enable the young person
to mové out on ﬁis own. To determiﬁe perceptions of the
YOﬁths in this étuﬁy béing ready fo_live away from a family,
‘members of the #oster cafe Systems were asked if each youth
- -could, indeed, live independently now? |

(a) Frequency of Responses

T
|

The following table gives the frequencies of respon-

|
ses to this que%tion:

| ~ TABLE 11

PERCEPTIONS OF YOUTHS' READINESS

| FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING

Rating . Youths Foster Mothers Social Workers
Yes 34 (758%) 21 (47%) - M 19 (42%)
No f 11 (24%) 22 (49%) : 19 (42%)
Uncertain 1 - 2.(.4%) 6 (13%)
No answer - ‘ - ‘ o 1 ( 29)
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Many yohths;éeféeivedthemselves,beiﬁg qﬁite capablé
of li&ing indep%ndently. Only about half as many were seen
as feady fo belén their own by their foster mothers and

. [ . ‘
social workers. . -

(b) Congruence éf Responses Within Foster Care Systems

The following table gives the number of foster care
! : : o :
systems classified into the type of congruence-incongruence

found within th@m by'énswers given this guestion:

TABLE 12
FREQUENCY OF CONGRUENT-INCONGRUENT PERCEPTIONS
| .

REGARDING YOUTHS' READINESS FOR

Y

INDEPENDENT LIVING

Types of congruénce

incongruence | 1 2 3 4 5
Number of fosteﬁ'

care systems v 14 (31%) & (13%) 7 (1l6%) 11 (24%) 7 (16%)

There wés congruence in percéptions reported re-
garding the youﬁhs' present ability to manage independently
" in less than one-third of the foster care Systemé, Type 1

(YFMSW). In thg majority of these there was agreement that
the youth was reéady to live independently; in three syétems
. ! .

there was agreeﬁent that the youth was not ready to take
this step. ; |

In almoﬁt seventy percent of the foster carelsystens,.
answers given tﬂis question wére incongruent between sub-

|
system members.
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In mostiof the six systems where only .the youth~and'
his foster mother agreed the youth could probably manage

independently, ﬁhelsocial worker stated that the youth was

| . :
not yet ready to be on his own. In two cases the workerx
I

disagreed with ﬁhe other two and said the youth could
manage independaﬁtly.
|

In seve@ instances the yguth and social worker
.agreéd in thei;?érceptionp but the féstér mother did not,
Type 3. In thrée of these systems. the fostér mother stated
the yoﬁth was not ready to be on his own; in‘fou; systems,

thaé he could ménage.

o | o . -
- Eighteen youths were alone in their assessment of

abiliﬁy to manage independently (Types 4 -~ FMSW and 5 +-

~-INCONG). In fiﬁteen of these syétems, the youth felt he

could manage, but received no support for this view from
I .

. . ! . ’
eilther his foster mother or social worker.

As far as the youths were concerned the most
difficult thlng about llVlng lndependentlv had to do with
budgeting and paylng blllo._ Foster mothers and social
workers tended to concur with thls view; they were also
concerned about Ithe youths' level_of mgturity and ability to
manage generally.
| When oider youths in theﬂsample, those‘eighteényéars‘
of age'and older, weie separated from the total group the

frequency distribution remained similar regarding thelr

‘ } -

apparent reddlness to live alone, but there were changes in
\

congruence of answers given.
S
|
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.7 TaABIE 13

FREQUENCY OF REspoﬁéEs CONCERNING OLDER
}ADOLESCENTS' READINESS FOR

/ INDEPENDENT LIVING . (n=26)

! Youths Foster Mothers Social Workers

Yes 20 (77%) 13 (50%) 12 (46%)

No 6 (23%) 12 (463) 9 (35%)

Uncertain . - - 1 ( 4%) 5 (19%)
TABLE 14

FREQUENCY:OF CONGRUENT-INCONGRUENT PERCEPTIONS
REGARDING OLDER YOUTHS' READINESS
‘ ‘ .

FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING (n=26)
. |
Types of congruence
incongruence

4

1 2 3 - 4 5

Number of fostef

care systems ; 11 (42%) 2 (8%) 4 (15%) 4 (15%) 5 (19%)

When Table 14 was compared with Table 12 it was
seen that thereiwas a higher frequency of Type 1 -~ YFMSW
congruence with;the over—eighteen ?ear old youths, than
with the younge% ones. Forﬁy—two percent of the older
youths gave ans@ers that were similar to those given by
other foster caﬁe system memberé, whgfeas only thirty-one
percent of the ébtal youth éroup gave congruent answers.

It woulﬂ appear that although youths at younger
ageSperceivedtﬁemselves as ready té manage indeéendently,

this viewwas not shared by othexr foster care system members



until the youthwas older.

| : )
| Educatlon

The youths in the sample gave the impression that
they took their]educatioh seriously. Although some young
, persons used the interview to voice dissatisfaction with
the school sy tem, school subject matter and teaching

staffs, positive factors pertaining to school were as often
* 1

3 q !
mentioned. As,a group the youths saw themselves working

e o B

about as hard as others in their classes, and doing about as

well in dchlevement as,;helr class mate Cons 1stent

studylng, como]etlng homewor? a551gnment and gettlng along

w1th Lhe teachers were all pcrcplved as ebsentlal. The

‘students appeared optom1st1 reqar01ng Lhelr ablllti\fo

R

--complete hlgh school succes sfully io enablc then to gradu—

e gt
A AR NS i Y L A
i

ate. !

N ! . .

A1l youths 1in the sample were attending high school,
. ‘ : :

university or college; to do S6 was one of the requirements

for their contldu1ng to receive financial assistance through

the AFDC program. Continuing success in an education
. o
program was important to the youths for two major reasons:

(1) they were aware of the need for an adequate education to

| . .
enable them to compete successfully vocationally, and
[ .
14 -
! .
% support presently receiwed would terminate
if they withdrew from school, college, university or other —

(2) the financia

" edcuational or vocational training program.

Two questions regarding education were asked membens
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How well does the youth

of each foster care subsystem:
R

do in school'> and (1i) Is the youth likely to be success-
R

-ful in a post—hlgh school educational program?

(1)

(EETTTREE S

o [ '
How well does the youth do in school? -

, {a) Freguency of Responses
: — |
The following table indicates the frequency of

responses given the guestion regarding the youths' school

N

progress.

""" o TABLE—15— N%M“"”“M}
ERCEPTIONS or YOUTHS PRESFNEM ...... j
T scmoon procimss |
' Raﬁing Youths Foster Mothers  Social Workers

Above averaée 7 (16%) 8 (18%) 10 (22%)
Below avera?e 6'&13%) 8.(18 ) 10 (22%)
No answer : - - 1 ( 2%) 3 (7%)
‘In mostﬂfoster care s§g£ems, the youths, foster

mothers and social workers all rated the youth as doing at
|

least as well in schocl as the others in his class. Al-

though the particular'youth perceived as being "above aver-

|
age" and "below avmrage" may have differed between members
of the subsystcms, each subsystem tended to see as many

youths in one of theqe categorles as in the othcz. More

youths stated tHat they were doing "average" than were

given this ratiﬁg by foster mothers; and more fostexr mothers

gave this rating than social workers. Social workers rated
|
|

>§



" either youths or foster mothers.
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more.youths as both below average and above average than did

(b) Congrueﬁce of Responses Within. Foster Care Systems

The foliowing table shows the freguency of congruent
(Type 1) and incongruent (Types 2-5) respdnses given by
members of the~ééme foster care system regarding the youths'

present school performance.:

AN

TABLE 16

PR

| f

FREQUENCY OF CONGRUENT-INCONGRUENT RESPONSES
|
REGARDING SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Typology of con-
“gruence-incongru- S E )
ence : ‘ 1 2 3 4 5

Number of foster ' ) -
care systemns 20 (44%) 5 (11%) 7 (16s)} 9 (20%) 4 (9%)

Congrueﬂt ratings were given in less than one-half
thé foster care;systems. Where thgre-was congruence, there
was most often égreement that the youth was "average" in
school performaﬂce. N

In twenﬁy—five of the foster care systems threawaswd.
not congruence in answérs given.this questiéﬁ. |

In'thosé systems whege youth and foster mothers
were in agreemeﬂt (Type 2), members of these two subsystems

tended to perceive the youth as "average®™ and the worker

rated him lower.
|

Seven systems were classified as Type 3 (YSw). In

these systems where the foster mother differed in her pexr-
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. " ’ | * * [
Ception from the other two system members, on four occasions
|

- she gave a lower rating; on three occasions, higher.
In those syStems where the youth's perception was

: ! . -
incongruent with that reported by his fosteriimother and

social worker, jouths tended to give themselves higher

ratings.

Is the youth likely to be successful in a post-high school

-educational program?.
i

To enswg this guestion regarding education, sub-

system members hdd to take into account the youth S ablllty,

" his vocational 1nterests, and the nature of the present

s

J— ‘ S vt e
work-world that‘glves premlum to hlgher ‘education as a

A O AT s A

s st o S

o

prereguisite to;employment.
T ‘

(a) Frequency of Responses
. [
The following table gives the frequency of responses

to this gquestion:

"TABLE 17
| .
FREQUENCY OF RESPONSES REGARDING THE YOUTH
‘ .
| CONTINUING HIS EDUCATION

Youths Foster Mothers Social Workers

Yes . 34°(75%) 37 .(82%) 31 (69%)

No .9 (20%) .6 (13%) 6 (13%)

Uncertain ‘ 2. ( 4%) 2 ( 4%) 7 (16%)
* Most meﬂbers of the three foster care subsystems

believed youths should continue their education after high ?%;
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-school, and would likely be successful in so doing.

Foster mothe:s were most likely to suéport youths'
. ' |
continuing their education; the youths, themselves, were
. | . ' .

not gquite  so deﬁinite. Social workers temded to be less

-

positive that the youths should seek additional education.
|

(b) Congruence qf Responses Within Foster Care Systems

The types of congruence and incongiuence within the
.varidus foster,dére systems determined bfianswers to this
guestion are sho@n in the following tables |
TABLE l8
. CONGRUENT*I&CONGRUENT RESPbNSES REGARDING YOﬁTHS

CONTINUING THEIR EDUCATION

M}

- Typology of con-
gruence-incongru- . ,
eence i 1 2 3 4 5

27 (60%) 8 (18%) 2 (4%) 5 (1l1l3) 3 (7%)

Number of fosteﬂ
care systems !

There wa% agréement (Type 1--YFMSW) in over one-half
the foster care Eystems in answers given this guestion. 1In
almost every caég where there wé; congruence, there was
agreemeht that tﬁe youth waé_likely'to be successful and
that he shoﬁld céntinue his education. Im only one foster
care system was there agreement ﬁhat gﬁe wouth shéuld ggé
continue his edugation.

‘ )
-In most pases where the youth and his foster mother

oagreed (Type 2}, it was felt that the youth should continue

" his education; the social worker did not aéree with this
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'perceptlon in these systems. .
There were two lnstances where youth and social
worker agreed, but the foster mother did not (Type 3).
There wére'eight foster care systems where the youth
was alone in his yiew regarding himself and further edﬁca—

tion. In most of ‘these systems the yvouth felt he snould

not enrol in a post ~high school course.

" The Youth in Foster Care

[

The Youth in the Foster Home
'Five questions~were ashed-members of foster care
systems regardiﬁg the youths ih their present homes. These
questions are: } )
How well is:the youth managing? ' -
What is the;foster mother}s usual method of discipline?

. What is the'youth's usual reaction to discipline?

How does the youth feel about doing the chores expected
of him in the foster home?

About how many evenings a week does the youth spend
away from home?
‘I

The pur@ose of this set of questions was to get a
picture of the youth in his present living situation from
the perspectives of the youth, his foster mother and social

workexr, and to determlne the extent of congruence between

perceptions w1th1ﬂ each foster care system.

How well is the youth managing in his present foster home?

(a) Frequency of Responses

! .
The following table gives the freguency of responses
: ‘ .
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- by members of foster care subsystems régarding'their pexr-
' ceptions of how well each youth was doing in his presehﬁ

foster home.

TABLE 19
PERCEPTIONS OF YOUTH'S ABILITY TO MANAGE

IN PRESENT FOSTER HOME

Rating | Youths .. Foster Mothers Social Workers
Very well 32 (71%) 30 (67%) 24 (53%)
About av.era,‘ge 11 (243) - 13 (29%) 14 (33%)
Not very well 2 ( 48) 2 (.4%) 4 (99
‘No answer - B - 2 ( 4%)

. Members: of foster cére subsgstems were in égreement
that the majority of the youths in the sample were mangging
"very well" in £héir present foster homes. Most youths |
quéstioned ratea themselves as presently doing “"very well"
in their foster:homes, Fewer foster mothers gave this

nevertheless, the rating given the majority of youths).
More so%ial workers ‘rated youths as managing "about
average"-than did foster mothersr Youths gave themselves
this rating in énly eleven quter_care systems..
"Not very well" ratings wére glven twice as fre-
quently by social workers than either foster mothers or
. youths. Although four youths received this ratipg from

social workers,! only two youths and two foster mothers rated

youths as not managing very well in theixr present foster



homes . h

" (b)) Congruence df Responsesiwithin Foster Care Systems

r

The following table indicates the frequency of

: | . : _
congruent-incongruent responses given the question regarding
| ) -

how well the youth was presently doiﬁg in his foster home.

TABLE 20
FREQUENCY OF CONGRUENT-INCONGRUENT RESPONSES
. |

;REGARDING YOUTH IN PRESENT

i FOSTER HOME

Typongy of con-
gruence—incongrq— . |
ence | 1 ' 2 T3 . 4 5

Number of foster L ’ .
care systems 23 (51%) 11 (24%) 6 (13%) 4 (93%) 1 (2%)

There was congruence in one-half the foster care

-

systems regarding perceptions of how well youths were doing
| .

s ] | .
in their present foster homes. In nineteen foster care

systems in which:there was congruence, there was agreement
that the youths were doing "vé§§ well",

In.sevenjof the eleven systems where the social

worker did not agree with ratings given by the youth and
| . ..

foster mother (Type 2), the worker gave a lower rating

than the other tWo, and in two cases a higher rating. In

two foster care %ystems the worker did not give a rating.

| ? -

In six systems the foster mother did not agree with

the rating given by both the youth and social worker (Type

> |

3). On four occasions the foster mother gave a lowex
rating; and twicg, a higher rating.
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*  Five youths rated their managing in the foster home
differently than did either their foster mothérs or social
. [ ' . -

workers. Of this number, three youths rated themselves as
doing better, and two as managing less well than reported

-

by foster mothe;s or social woxrkers.

Discipline

) ! » ' . - ’ - » '
Two guestions regarding disciplime were asked

mémbers of foster care systéms in the sample: (i) What
is the foster ﬁdther'é usual‘method of disciplining the
youth? and (ii;‘What is the youth‘é usual reaction to
discipline from‘foster'parentsg .

What is the foster mother's usualvdiscipline method?

(a) Frequency of Responses

-
»

The following table gives frequencies of responses

to this guestion of subsystem members:
. o
! TABLE 21

PERCEPTIONS OF FOSTER MOTHERS® USUAL

L

DISCIPLINE METHOD

Method 2 Youths Foster Mothers Social Workers
Talk things over 27 (60%)° 21 (47%) 30 (67%)
Place restrictidns 5 (11%) — 4 ( °%) 7 (15%)-
Scold, nag } 11 (248) 6 (13%) 1 ( 23%)°
Ignore youth or - .ll.(24%) 1 (2%)

situation |
Other 1 (-2%) 1 ( 2%) -

°* No answer ' 1 ( 2%) 2 ( 49) 6 (13%)
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The usual method.of'discipline, repofted by members
of foster -care éubsystems, Qés for the foster mother ﬁb talk
over the situation with the youthr The frequency of the use-
of this approacﬁ indicated some awéreness on the foster
mothers'® part that discussion produced more desired res;lts
than scoldiﬁg)_nagging oxr plécing,restrictions, Howéver,-
almost tﬁice as*mény youth_repofted that their foster ..
mothers éig tend to scold or nag them than foster mothers,
themselves, ;gported; Some foster mothers stated that they
attempted to igﬁore situations as a way of coping with them;

no youths reported this. It may have been that the foster

mothers "ignored" certain situations by not verbalizing

-their displeasure, although this feeling was communicated,

nevertheless, to the youths,

(b) Congruence K of Responses Within Foster Care Systems

Table 22 indicates the tjpes of congruence-incongru-
ence within thejfoster care s§§tems regarding answers to
this question: ‘ ‘

TABLE 22
.CONGRUENCﬁ OF. RESPONSES REGARDING
DISCIPLINE METHOD
Typology‘of con;' .
gruence-incongru- ~
ence ! 1 2 3 4 5.
Number of foster

care systems "13 (29%) 7 (15%) 13 (292) 7 (15%) 5 (11%)

There was congruence in less than one-third of the
| R .
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fostei care systems in anéwers given this guestion. Where
there was.congrﬁénce, the most freqﬁent answer given was
,that the ﬁethod;used to discipline the youth was for the
foster mother to talk over'heﬁconcern with him.

In thirﬁy—two systémé incongruent answers were ~
gi&en. In systéms where the_sbcial worker?'s aﬁswer differed
from that giVeﬁlby the youth and ﬁis féster mother (Type é),
in three of them the worker did ﬁo£ agree ‘that the foster
parent talked over the:sitﬁation with the youth, and in a
similar number,zthe wbrker didinot.agree that scolding or
nagging.was the prime discipline method used. |

. Foster parents feported that they tended to ignore
the yéuth's beh;vior in some systems although both the youth

and social worker (Type 3) reported that the usual dis<

cipline method was to'talk things over.

In those systems where there was complete incongru-
ence in responsés, Types 4 and 5, foster mofhers said they
ignored the situation, youthsn;éported that their foster
mothers nagged,?and social workers'belie§gd that the youths
and foster mothérs usvally talked things over.

The secdndlquéstion concerning discipline in the

foster home waSj?What is the youth's usual reaction to

discipline from his foster mother?".
9

(a) Frequency of Responses

The following table indicates freguencies of

responses to this gquestion:
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TABLE 23 | -
FREQUENCY OF RESPONSES REGARDING YOUTHS'

ATTITUDE TO DISCIPLINE

Response | Youths Foster Mothers Social Workers
Agreement 26 (583) 21 (47%) 16 (35%)
Passive acceétance- 9 (20%) 11 (24%f ‘ 10 (22%)
Rejection/resent— 9 (208) 11 (24%) - 9 (20%)

. men% ' : L. _
No answer l-( 2%2) 2 ( 4%) 10 (22%)

The most frequent respénse given by members of all
subsystems was that the youth agrée& with his foster
mother'é action. More &ouths, however, gave this response
‘than foster mothers. The latter, gave this response more
freguently than social workers. | |

In geneﬁal, yoﬁths tended to agree with their foster
mothers regardiﬂg discipline. Youths, foster mothers and
lsocial workers ﬁercéi&ed ﬁhat'éight out of every ten of the

youths in the sample did accept their foster parents’

attempts to discipline them.

(b) Congruence o& ﬁeséonses Within Foster Care Systems
‘The types ofrcongruence»incéngiuence within the

foster care system jin the samplé are-shbwn in the

following table fegarding answers given by members of

each of the forty-five foster care systems:
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TABLE 24 |
FREQUENCY OF CONGRUENT——INCONCRUENT 'RESI;ONSES
REGARDING YOUTHS' REACTIONS

TO DISCIPLINE

Typology of con-
gruence-incongru-
ence ' . 1 2 3 4 ‘ 5

!

Number of foster S T
care systems ‘ 10 (22%) ‘13 (29%) 7 (15%) 5 (11%) 10 (22%)

i
L T

Despite' the fact that frequencies bf responses
between subsystéms were conéistent, there were only ten
foster care syé#ems thét gave congruent (Type 1) answers to
the quéstion¢ In most instances where there was agreement
in answers givehvby vouths, foster mothers, and social‘
workers, they cbncurred that the youth openly agreed wiéh
his foster mother's discipline.

| Where there was incongruence in answers given, the
ybuth'aﬁd his foster mother were more likely to agree on
his respohse to-disciplihe (Type 2)} than were the youth
and social worker (Typg 3). -

In systéms where thé_y@uths were alone in their
perceptionv(Types 4 and 5), they stated that their reaction
to discipline wés more positive (thaﬁufhey'tended to agrée

‘with their foster mothers) than was reported by foster

mothers or social workers.
| -

Chores in the Foster Home

There is an expectation in many hcomes that the
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- whole family wiil be involved in some'of the essential work
". entailed in family living. Eighty-five per cent of the fos-
ter mothers reported that they expected the foster youth to

do some chores.? Those commonly expected of youths in this
sample'were: taking care of their OWnerGms,“helping with
the dishes after‘meals, and housework in general.

Willingness to be inVolved'in household tasks tended

to reflect both expectations of foster mothers, and the
.youth“s acceptance of respon51blllty. Acguiescent perfor-
mance of chores ‘might be expected to enhance feelings of
responsibility in a youth whose contributions are appreci-

ated. If carried to an extreme, however,. such performance

ight reflect and perpetuate depenhdency or lack of autonomy.

-
-

Members of foster care systems were asked each
youth's feelings about being involved with chores in the

‘foster home.

(a) Freguency df Responses
-The‘foliowing table indicates freguencies of re-—
‘ .
sponses by varidus subsystem memhers regaxrding youths'
attitudes to chores. |
| TABLE 25
PERCEPT&ONS OF THE YOUTHS' FEELINGS ABOUT

CHORES IN THE FOSTER HOME

Youths Foster mothexrs Social workers
. Resent chores 7 (15%) - | 8 (18%)
Happy to do them 37 (82%) 43 (96%) 33 (739)

No answer ! 1 ( 2%) 2 ( 4%) _ 4 ( 9%)
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The majgrity of members in each foster care sub-

system égreed that youths néarly all appeared to be qﬁite
'hapéy doing those chores expected of them. No foster mother’
inaicated any youth as resenting béing asked to do chores in
the foster home. Both youths and social workers, however,
gave a somewhét‘less positive account,. although they agreed
that at least seven of every ten youths seemed happy doing

chores that the foster. family expected.

(b) Congruénce éf Responses Within Foster Care Sysféms
Table 2é gives  the types of congruenee-incongruence

determined in each foster care systém‘by the answérs to the

question regardiné the youths' usﬁal attitudes to doing

-
-

chores:

TABLE 26
_CONGRUEﬂCE OF RESPONSES WITHIN FOSTER CARE
SYSTEMS REGARDING ATTITUDE

TOWARD CHORES

Typology of con-

gruence-incongru- ‘ , :

ence j 1 2 3 4 5
Number of foster ' _

care systems 28 (62%) 8 (18%) 3 (7%) 4 (9%) 2 (4%)

There was Type 1 congruence in answers given in six
v -
out of ten foster care~systems. All members of congruent
systems agreed the youths seemed happy doing those chores

expected of them.

Seventeen sYstemS did not show congruence in per-
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,ceptighs. The most common type of partial congruence found
in.theSe sjstem$ was a dyad'éomposed of the youth and‘his
'fbster mother (Type 2). In all of these, the social worker
stated that the YOﬁth was somewhat resentful about chores,
but both youths‘and foster mothers said there wexe:no
problems in'tﬁi% regard. In six systems the youth was alone
in his perception (Types 4 and 5)7 Most often, he stated

that he felt resentful-regarding chores, but this was not

reported by either his foster mother or social worker.

Time Away from Foster Home

. Some youths had part*time.employment and gave this
reason for being aWay from their foster homes. Such employ-
-meht tended té reflect a substantial degree of autonomf,
énd appeared to contribute to the youth‘% feelings of |
independence, Another reason for the youkth's absence from

his fostexr home was that he simply preferred to be somewhere
else, primarily;because he waéwhot very happy at home; this,
of course;‘was %ne reasén why some'youthgiin the sample were
no longer living with their own families. Determining the
amount of time the.yoﬁth was usually away from his foster
home in the eveﬁiﬁgé was felt tolbe;one way of measuring

the youths' feeiings_about His.preseﬁt foster home. One
young man, for examﬁle?in answer to this guestion responded
"As often as I can"; he was moét.unhappy in his placement

and had already requested his social worker assist him in

finding another place to'live._



(a) Fregquency of Responses

The following table gives the frequencies of time
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spent away from the foster home reported by youths, foster

mothers and social workers; the second part combines the

~findings for clarification.

/

TABLE 27

FREQUENCY OF RESPONSES REGARDING YOUTHS'

, TIME AWAY FROM FOSTER HOME

Foster Mothers

Social Workers

No answer

Two evenings or 21
less

Three evenings 24
or more ‘

Time Away Yduths
None: youth . 1 (.2%)
almost always '

- at home
One evening 5 (il%j
Two evenings .15 (33%2)
Thrée evenings 8 (18%)
Four evenings 9 (20%)
Five evenings 3 ( 7%)
© 8ix evenings 1 ( 2%)
Seven evenings -3 07%)

(47%)

(53%)

6 (13%)
7 (16%)
17 (38%)
9 (20%)
1 ( 2%)
3 ( 79%)
2 ( 4%)
30 (67%)
15 (33%)

5

11

10

21

24

(11%)

(11¢9)

(24%).

(18%) -

oo

( 7%)

( 7%)

o

(22%)

(47%)

(53%)

The most common answer given this guestion by

®

youths, foster mothers and social workers was that youths



86

-~

were away from their foster ﬁomes two evenings a week. In
general, foster parents tendéd to state that the youths were
away from the féster home less often than youths and social
‘workers reported. The median number of evenings away;
"according to fo$ter mothers, was two; the youths and social

workers gave -the median number as three.

(b) * Congruence of Responses Within Foster Care System

The foilowing‘table types the reponses given this

guestion within the various foster care systems:

TABLE 28
FREQUENCY OF CONGRUENT-INCONGRUENT REPONSES

'REGARDING NUMBER OF EVENINGS

Y

YOUTH IS AWAY FROM
b FOSTER HOME

Typology.of con%
gruence—incongru- :
ence ‘ 1 27 3 4 : 5
Number of foster |
care systems 11 (24%) 15 (33%) 9 (20%) 8 (18%) 2 (4%)

There was agreement in lesé than one-guarter of
the foster care systems in answers giyen this questionr
In systems where‘there was'congruénce;-there tended to be
agreement that the youth spent either two or three evenings
away from home each wéek.

In one-third of the systems, yocuths and foster
mothers were in ‘agreement (Type 2), but the worker did not

give the same response. The most frequent reason for the
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difference was the worker simply did not khow and could not
give an estimate. N - )

Type 3 systems in which the youth and social worker
agreed, but the‘foster mother did not, showed that fostgr
vmothers tended to state youths were away from home less
often. |

In ten éystems, youths' answers did not agree with
those givén by either the foster mothers ‘or social workers. .

In most of these, youths stated they are away from home more

often.

The Youth and the. Social Worker

Two guestions were asked members of each foster care

-
»

system that focussed on youth-social worker interaction.
These questions were: - How often does the social worker see

the youth? and How has the social worker helped the youth?

How often does the social worker see the youth?

(a) Frequency of Responses

‘ }

The following table gives freguencies of responses
to the question regarding frequency of social worker-youth
contacts.

The median frequency of contacts between the youth
B - . -
and his social worker was reported as monthly by foster
mothers and social workers, less often by youths. Three

times as many social workers stated they saw the youths

"more often than mohthlyﬁ'than-youths or foster mothers
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reported. Over one-half the youths reported that they saw

their workers "less often than monthly", although workers
‘reported that they saw over one-half the youths monthly or

‘ more often than monthly.

TABLE 29

PERCEPTIONS OF FREQUENCY OF WORKER~YOUTH

~ CONTACTS

" Frequency | Youths Foster Mothers Social Workers
More often than 3 ( 7%) 3 ( 7¢%) 10 (22%)
monthly a '
Monthly 17 (38%) .22 (49%) 15 (33%)
Less often than 23 (51%) 20 (44%) 20 (44%)
monthly ' '
‘No answer ‘ 2 ( 4%3) ' - -

Part of the discrepancy in reporting may have been
due to the fact that wb;kers counted a visit to the foster
home, dﬁring whiﬁh time they saw the youth, aé a contact
with him; bﬁt yohths tended to.count only those interviews
that were held with them, alone. Many youths gave the
impfession of wiéhing to see the workers by themselves, as
well as in family-type interviews; they seemed to feel that,
in the latter, the ﬁocusAtended to be“more on the foster
mother than themselves. - .

(b) Congruence of Responses Within Foster Care Systems

The table that follows indicates the frequency of

.

congruent~incongruent responses to the guestion regarding

freguency of social worker-youth contacts:
| . .
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TABLE 30
FREQUENCY OF CONGRUENT~ INCONGRUENT RESPONSES

‘REGARDING SOCIAL WORKER-YOUTH

.CONTACTS )
'Types of congru- ‘
ence-incongruence 1 2 .3 4 5
Number of foster _
care systems 13 (29%) 10 (22%) 11 (24%) 6 (13%) 5 (11%)

Answeréiqiven.this guestion were congruent in less
than bne—third of the foster care systems. Whére there was
congruence, the most frequent response wés the the social
worker saw the ﬁouth less often than monthly.

In.systems where youth and foster parent were in
agreement, Type:2, the social worker tended to state tﬁ;t he
saw the youth more freguently than reported by the other two
system mémbers.

In six systéms where the foster mother disagreedwith
the other two reéarding frequéAEy of social work contact
(Type 3), the foster mother stated that contacts were more
freguent; in five systéms, less frequentf Similarly, in
thosge systems where the youths were alone in their percep-
tions (Types 4 aﬁd 5), they stated that they weré seen ﬁore

often than other system members reported, as frequently as

they said they had fewer contacts with their workers,
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How has the social worker heiped the youth?

(a) Frequency of Responses

Table 31 gives the freguencies to this question:

TABLE 31 | -
PERCEPTIONS OF HOW THE SOCIAL WORKER

HAS HELPED THE YOUTH

Youths Foster Mothers Social Workers

" Concrete help - 18 (40%) 18 (40%) 20 (44%)

Counselling, = 4 ( 9%) 13 (299%) 13 (29%)
advice ’
Watch over ‘ g (183) 3 ('7%) | 2 ( 4%)
situation . :
Other 6 (13%) 1 (23) .1 (29)
Nothing of | 9 (20%) 10 (22%) -9 (20%

conseguence ’ oo 3

Concrete help (éuch as gi&ing information regarding
community resoufces, helping With job-finding, and securing
additional funds for special projects for the youths) was
considered by members of all the subsystems to'be the
greatest contribution_ﬁade by the éocial workers. There
was agreement, also, in all subsystems that social workers
had éon£ributed reélly nothing'of-any"consequence’to one
out of five youthsy Although fbster mothers -and social
workers perceived a substantial counselling role for the
workers, few youths reported thisvaé being significant for

them.
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‘(b) Congruence of Responses Within Foster Care Systems

The following table indicatesAthe frequency of
.cbngruent-incongruent'res?onses given the questioﬁ reéarding
Help that the youths have received.from their soéialworkers.

| TABLE 32
FREQUENéY or COﬁGRUENT—INCdNGRUENT RESPONSES
_ REGARDING.H.ELP THE YOUTH |
' HAS RECEIVED FROM

| HIS SOCIAL WORKER
Typology.of con-
gruence-incongru- _ :
ence ’ 1 i 2 3 4 5.
Number of fostef | . : :
.care systems. 9 (20%) 12 (272) 6 (13%) 10 (22%) 8 (%8%)

-Congrueﬁt answers were given thié guestion in oﬁly
one out.éf fivejfoster'care systems.

In eighty percent of the foster care systems-there
was not agreemehnt in percepﬁiggé between.meﬁbers regarding
how the social worker had helped the youﬁh, or if heshad
helped at all. In half of thesé systems, the youth}did not
agree with either his’foster mother or social worker with
regard to benefits he had received from contact.with the
worker (Types 4 ang 5).

Youths agreed.ﬁith their foster mothers (Type 2).

twice as often than with their social workers (Type 3)

regarding help received from the workers.

A comparison of congruence-incongruence in answers
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to two guestions regarding the youth-social worker inter-

action is given in the following table:

’

TABLE 33
CONGRUENCE~INCONGRUENCE IN FOSTER CARE
SYSTEMS REGARDING YOUTH-SOCIAL
WORKER INTERACTION
Typology of con-
gruence-~incongru- ' ‘ : ,
ence 1 2 -3 . . 4 5

"Freguency of
contacts 13 (29%) 10 (22%) 11 (24%) 6 (13%) 5 (11%)

s

Benefits of .
contacts 9 (20%) 12 (27%) 6 (13g%) 10 (22%) 8 (18%)

To neithér question were thefe congruent answers in
-even thirty percent of the foster care systems. Deséi%g
the fact that there was more likely to be congruence between
youths and social workgrs (Type 3) with regards frequency
of contécts, thére was more likely to be agreement between
workers and fosﬁer mothers (Tybe 4) concerning hélp the
worker had given the youth. In answers given both gques-
tions, a substantial number of youths did not agree with re-
sponses given by either their foster mothers or social

workers.

Summary

v

Youth Characteristics

When theé number of high ratings given youths re-
gairding the four characteristics presented is compared, it

is seen that:
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a) youtns tendéd to give themselves the'gfeafest
numbér of‘high ratings regaréing positive peer relatioﬁships
~and feadiness for independent liViné;

b) foster mothers-gave‘the youths high ratings mosE
'often concerning their happiness and health;
and c) soéial workers were consistently most likely to
gi%e youths the greatest number of low‘ratings. In everj
case, the social Workefs perceived the yduths, as a group,
being less able to geflalong with peers, less happy, some-
what less 1ikeiy‘to be in excellent health, and less ready
- for independent living, than gated by either youths or
foster parents. | |

Congruent‘answeré weré most likely to occur in =
foster care systems regarding percéptions of the youthsi
degree of happiness. Youths and foster mothers were most
likely £o agree on how well the youth got along with his
" peer group. Although the most'frequént type of congruence
concerned only one-third of the sample, Type 1 was the
most usual regarding perceptions of the youths' healthf
Youths tended té be alone (Types 4 and 5) in the anéwers

they gave concerning readiness for independent living.

Education ' o -
Comparing frequencies of responses given by sub-
system members with regard to the youth's education, it

was seen that:

a) frequencies were closer togethexr than in the
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previous sectioﬁ. Thefe was less difference in‘frequencies
of replies given questions dealing with education, théﬁ the
yopﬁhs' characteristics:

b) social workers,&ere most likely to perceive Fhe
‘youths as doing above average work in school, and more
likely to comélete high school successfully than other
syétem members.

c) fosFer‘mothers were.most likely to feel that the
youth would be successful in a post-~high school training
program and sh@h;d continue their educationf
, . d) in amswers to both=questions, youths tended to
rate themselves as lésé able than did foster mothers or
social workers. - ‘ - . -

Type 1 éongruence was most‘often found in answers
to the two questions; its frequency was sixty percent re—
gaiding post“hiéh school programs and forty-four percent

* dealing with présent school achievement.

Foster Home

Anélysis of anéwers}given duestions regarding the
youth in his present foster home showed that there tended
-to be limited cOngruence within foster care systems.

In responses to only one of the five gquestions was
there substantial congruence. The question which afforded
greatest congruénce dealt with the youths' feelings about
chores. Sixty—two percent of the_foster care systems gave

congruent answers to this guestion.
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About ome—half;the foster care systems showed con-
gruence iﬁ answers given the~question regarding how well
the'youth‘isAmaﬁaging in his foster home.

In none of the reséonses to the other threé ques-
" tions was the amount of congruence greater than thirfy
percent. |

Responses that had‘the‘leasﬁ congxruence dealt with
‘the youths' usual reaction to aiscipline'from foster
mothers; there wés cdngruence in less than one—quarter of
the foster caré ;ystems in answers given that question.

In this chapter answefs giVen to guestions asked
members of the foster éaré system in the sample, were
reported. Responses to questions regarding the youthsg
characteristics and coping behaviof were analyzed in two
ways: (1) by'reporting the frequency of responses, and
(2) indicating the amount and type of congruence present
- within each of #he forty-five foster care systems. Ques-
tions focussed on the youths as individuéls, as students,
and as members qf fosfer care systems. In the ﬁext
chapter the focus will be on similarities and differences

between foster care systems whose members tend to give
congruent answers, and systems whose members tend to give
incongruent responses to questions discussed in this chap-

ter. .
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96



CHAPTER IV

CONGRUENT AND INCONGRUENT ASPECTS

Prgvious chapteré preSented the theoretical approach
used in this'sfudy and described the-study group composed of
youths, foster mothers and'social WOrkers? Answers givén
Aby these membets of foster care systems to‘questions asked
of them, have been reported. One.purpose of the present
chapter is to determine similarities and differences between
characteristics of subsystem members who tended to give con-
gruent ans&ers, with those members who gave replies‘that
were not consisteﬁt with those.givén by the youth, A é;cond
purpose is to analyze further youths' perceptions of their
behaviorx, compaping answers given by youths in congruent
foster care systems with those in incongruent sYstems.

In each foster care ségfem the type of congruence
was determined Hy comparing answers given each of the par-
allel guestions asked its members. By counting the number of
each type of COﬁgruence~incongruence in answers given by the
three subsystem membérs, it was possible to ascertain the
most frequent type of congruence—incongfuence in each
system,l

Usingfthis method to differentiate congruent from

incongruent foster care systems, twenty-eight were consider—~

97
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ed ééﬂgruént; answers givenfquestioﬁs more often fell With;
in Type l:(YFMSW) classificétioh than.any other. Members
'ofAfour foster éare systems most.frequently gave answers
that showed agréemént in perceptions between youths éndﬂ
fdster mothers énly (Type 2——YFM)f2 In no system was agree-
mént'betweeﬁ.£hé youth and his social worker (Type 3) the
most common type.b Type 4 (FMSW) aqd Type 5 (INCONG) classi-
fications QereJCOmbined as in both of these youth was alone .
in his percep@ions; nmembers of thirteen foster care systems

~gave answers that were most often of this type.3

Similarities and Differences in Charactexistics

of Subsystem Members

A comparison of characteristics of members of the
twenty-~eight congruent foster care sysfems and the thirteen
systems ‘was completed to determine the presence of any

significant differences between the two types of systems.4

.The Youths

Compariéons'of the age, sex, ethnic background, age
at original placement, and length of time in present foster

home are given.

Age.

——— v -

The following table gives the age distribution of,

youths in congruent and incongruent fostex care systems:
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. TABLE 34
"AGE DISTRIBUTION OF YOUTHS IN CONGRUENT

AND INCONGRUENT SYSTEMS

Age ..- Congruent Incongruent
16 4 (14%) 4 (30%)
17 5 (188 3 (23%)
18 | 12 (43%) 5 (389)
19 B 6 (228) - 1 (7%)
20 1 ( 3%) -

The median age-of you;ﬁs in both congruent and in-
congruént systems was seventeen years. There was ﬁo
significant diffefence.in the number of youths under oxr over
seveteen years of'age in.congrﬁent:and incongruent systems
(2=1.21; P>f05)f, Age was not a factor in £hé likelihooa of
a youth being iﬁ‘one type of system ratherxr than another.
| This finding was contrary to expectations that
followed a review of the literature regarding phases in
adoléscence. Bios, for example, writes of the eighteen.to
twenty“%ﬁd'as registering "gains in purposeful action,
social.integration, predictability, éonstancy of emotions,
~and stability of self-esteem" compared with youﬁger youths,5
Butler, reportiﬁg‘findings from the twenty-five year iongi—
tudinal study of Heqlth and Develoment of Normal Children
conducted by the Harvérd School of Public Health, séparated

adolescence into three stages: early (12-14), middle (14~

16), and late (17—20). She, too, reported differences be-



tween youths in;middle and late phases of adolescence.
Comparing the two phases, she reported youths in the latter
ras having:6

1. Greater identification with parents and family
members. . B

2. Greater integration of personal standards and
attitudes with those of the family.
3. Larger financial contribution to the family.
4. More sympathetic relatlonbhlp with younger
" siblings.
5. Improved balance between satisfactions within
’ and outside the family unit.
6. Much greater consideration of vocational in-
terests, aptitudes, and opportunities.

- The clearest evidence that a child is in the third
phase of adolescence is that he has feound ways to
become accepted in an adult role within the family.

s Given these statements regafding the older adoles-
cent more likely to be in a consoiidation phase following
‘resolution of earlier personal and familial conflicts, 4t
was expected that older youths would tend to be found in
congruent systems, yqﬁnger adolescents in incongruent sys-
tems. This, however, was not the finding regarding this
particular group of adolescents. There was as much likeli-
hood that younger youths wculd be perceived similarly as
older ones.

A reason for the lack of increase in congruent per-
ceptions regarding older adolescents appeared to stem from
the faét that foster mothers and social workers did not per-

- v . -
ceive these youths as having reached the developmental
level consistent with their age. Although chronologically,

some youths were considered in the "late" phase of adoles-

cents, their behavior and expeétations of others in their

MCMASTER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
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role set, did not approach Butler's third phase.'

" Sex

The following table gives the sex distribution of

youths in congruent and ihcongruent foster care systems:

TABLE 35
'~ SEX DISTRIBUTION OF YOUTHS IN COWNGRUENT

AND INCOWGRUENT SYSTEMS

" Sex- ' "» Congruent Incongruent
Male ~ 9-(35%) 7 (55%)
Female 19 (65%) 6 (45%)

#=1.21; p>.05

Thié study represented'perqeptions of foster mdthers,
‘primarily, rather than both fostér parents; and social i
workers. It mi@hf have been expected that girls in foster
care would more likely be found in congruent systems. This

' was not the finding, however;mgoth social workers and
foster mothers were as likely to have congruent perceptibns
of adolescéﬁts boys as girls. There was not a significant
differeﬁce in the proportion of male to female youths in

congruent and incongruent foster care systems.

Ethnic Background

The following table gives ethnic backgrounds of

. youths in congruent and incongruent systems:
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'TABLE 36

ETHNIC BACKGROUND OF YOUTHS IN {ONGRUENT

AND INCONGRUENT SYSTEMS

Congruent - - Incongruent
Caucasidn 15 (54%) 9 (69%)
Black or Negro . 4 kl4%) : 1 (7%)
Mexica?~Ameri¢an | 5 (18%).." _ 3‘(23%)'
Other | '- - 4 (14%) -

A comparison of Caucasian yéuths in congfuent
and incongruent systems indicafed there wais not a signifi-
cantly-larger‘number in fhe.latter.' The mame wés frue
regarding youths of other than Caucasian ethnic backgréands;
there was no significant difference in the number of
coﬁgrﬁentvratheﬁ than incongruent systems (z=.97; p>.05).

Youths in this study were rarely placed across
ethnic lines; No Black or Neé;;.youth was in a Caucasian
home, and no Caucasian youth was in é_Blamk or Negro home.
However, a few Black and Caucasian youths were placed in
homes wefe fostexr parents were elther of mixed ethnicity(
or there was an inter-racial marriage.” Mexican—-American’

youths tended to be placed more often in Caucasian homes

than any other.7
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Placement Histoﬁy

Two factors pertaining to the'youth;s experieﬂée
"with foster care that might have had a bearing on his being
in.a congruent rather than incongrﬁent system, were his age

at first leaving his own home, and the length of time the

youth had beeh_living in the present foster home.

Age at Original Blacement

The following table indicates agés at which youths

were first placed.in out-of-home care.

TABLE 37
AGE YOUTHS ORIGINALLY PLACED IN

CONGRUENT AND INCONGRUENT

o

SYSTEMS
_égg . Congruent Incongruent
‘Under 3 - 3 (11%) 3 (25%)
49 6 (22%) -
10-15 . 10 (35%) B 6 (45%)

16 and older 9 (32%) . 4 (30%)

The médian:agé ét.which youths in both grouﬁs first
moved into out-of-home care was bgtween ten and fifteen
years. .There was no significaﬁt difference in ages between

, .
the two groups. Age at which the youth first began foster

care did not have significance to his being in a congruent

or incongruent foster care systemn.
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Had the difference in age at first plécemeﬁt been
significant beﬁwéen the two groups, this might have been due
"to individuals becoming socialized to the foster role as é
fesult of long experience with it, or first coming in con=-
tact with social agency peréonmel ét an early} impression-

able age. The foster role, however, may e sufficiently

~understood among youths, that little practice is needed if

one ever has to fill.it.8 4' S

B )

Length of Time in Present Foster Homne

It might have been expected that the longer a youth
had been in a specific foster.homé,'the better the chance
woﬁld have been that hiS'perceptibns of himself would be
‘similar to the foster mother's perceptions. However, if
the youth was considered to be in a "stakle placement" by
his social worker, it'might be. that somewhat less attention
would have been paid to him by the worker.

The foliowing table inaicates the length of time
youths in congruent and incongruen? fosﬁex care systems

had lived in their present foster homes.

TABLE 38

LENGTH OF TIME IN PRESENT FOSTER HOME

Time : _ Congruent- Incongruent
Less than 12 months 14 (50%) 5 (38%)
One or two years 5 (18%) 3 (23%)

Three years or ionger 9 (32%) . .5 (37

oe

)



As noted in Chapter II, most youths in the study
had been in their foster homes for a comparatlvely short
'perjod of time. Although a larger percentage of youths 1n‘
the congrtent group had been in thelr present home for less
than a year, the difference was not statistically signi%i—
cant, betweentyouths in the two systems (z=,73; p>.05).

YouthS‘Who had been in their present foster home for
1onger petiods of time were not mote likely to be in con-
gruent systems; than those who had lived for a shorter time
with the samé‘foster famiiy. It might have been expected
that the longer the yohth was ‘in the same family, the more

likely he would have been in a congruent system. The foster

_care system however, included the social worker and was not

-
»

considered congruent unless he, too, gave congruent respon-
ses. Social workers tended to spend less time with "long
tern" foster pﬂacemehto; believiné that things were general-
ly "going well™ in such foster homes, the social worker may
not have known%the specifics of the situation, and so not
given answers congruent.with those given by the other two

system nmembers.

'Foster Mothers

A comparison of data regarding certain personal
? - -
characteristics of foster mothers and of their experience
with giving foster home care, was carrie&‘out to determine
the presence or absence of any.differences between foster

mothers in congruent systems and those in incongruent
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sys£emb.
a)- Personal characteristics that might have a
'bearing on the foster mothers' perceptiom.of the youths in
their homes incluae age, level‘of éducati@n, and numbexr -of

own children.

2ge

The agé of the foster mothervuﬁ;a possible predic-—
“tor of h;f being congrﬁent in her percepéion with the youth
in her.home.'“That is, younger foster mothers, those nearer
the youth's own age, might be ﬁorg likely tb see him as he
sees himself than fostef mothérs who are gonsiderably older
than the youth. The following taﬁle'compares the ages of

foster mothers in congruent foster care systems and thdse

in incongruent systens.

”

TABLE 39
AGE OF FOSTER MOTHERS IN CONGRUENT

AND INCONGRUENT SYSTEMS

Age . Congruent ’ Incongruent
21-30 . . _ 2 (7%) 1 (7%)
31-40 _ ' 4 (14%) 3 (23%)
41-50 13 (463) 4 (30%)
51-60 ',' : . 8 (28%) - 4 (30%)
%) 1 (72)

61 and over 1 (3

z=.75; p>.05



107

The median age for both groups of foster mothers was

between forty-one and fifty;: A higher'?eréentage of fgster
'mothers in incongruent systems were in both the older and

yoﬁngér age raﬂges than foster motﬁers in congruent systems;

this difference, however, was not statistically signifi;ant
at the .05 leﬁel. There waS'little difference in the age .
~distribution of'foster mothe:s in the\two'groués. Age of

the fésterjmother appeared to have 1ittle connection with
the congruence'or incgngruence of any particular‘foster care
system. Ther; was not a éignificant difference between fos-
ter mothers who were, 6n the one hand, closer to the youth's

own agehor, on the other, similar .in age to the youth's

natural parents.

MY

Bducation
The level of education attained by foster mothers

was another possible factor in determining the likelihood of

ceptions of themselves. The following table gives the level

of education of foster mothers in congruent and incongruent

systems,
TABLE 40
_EDUCATION OF FOSTER MOTHERS INICONGRUENT
© AND INCONGRUENT SYSTEMS
" Bducation . Congruent ‘Incongruent
Grade 9 or less 1 ( 3%) 4 (30%)
Grade 10-12 ‘ 19 (663) 8 (613)

{ 7%)

|-
kY

Some university or college 8 (28%)
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The median levei ofvedﬁcatioh éttainéq by foster
' mothers in the two groups waé'similar——bétween Grades‘io
and 12. However, Tabie 40.shows that there were two sig-
nificant.aifferences regarding eaucatipn. A statiética}ly
significant higher number of foéter mothers in the incon-
gruent group:iefﬁ échool earlier than thoée in the congru-
ent group, and a higher_number of foster mothers in the
“latter group a?ténded_uhiversity or céllége.
o Schoolﬁachievement may be based on intellectual
capacity( moti&ation, and opportunity. Some foster mothers
* in the incongruent group, with{increased opportunity, might
have gone further in schooi, Nevertheless, findings did
éhow that, for whatever reasons, é significant number of

foster mothers who had the most education were in congruent

foster care systems.

in congruent syétems, the foster mother's own school
achieéement appegred to be related to that of the youths who
were themselves in their'iast years of high school or begin-
ning hicgher edﬁcation. The fos£er mother's own sﬁccess in
a similar endeavor appeared to increase her understanding

of the youth.

Number of Own Children . N

Experience in:child"rearing might be considered a
possible factor in a foster mother's ability to see the
. youth as he sees himself, as a result of the amount of

experience in raising her own children the foster mother
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"~ has had. A comparison éf the numbers of own chilaren_raised
| by foster mothers in congrueﬁt énd'incondrﬁent systems is
giVen in the fdllbWing téblef ' |
TABLE 41
'NUMBER QF OWN CHILDREﬁ RAISED BY FOSTER
© MOTHERS IN CONGRUENT AND
INCONGﬁﬁENT FOSTER

CARE SYSTEMS

 §umber” Congrueﬁt Incongruent
None - 2 ( 7%) 1 (79
Cone - 7 (25%) ) 7 (54%2)
| Two or three | 9 (31%) ' -
Four or more 10 (35%) 5 (38%;

Foster mothers in congruent foster care systems

tended to have had more experience in raising their own

childfen than those in incongruent systems. Two-thirds of
the foster mothers in congruent.systems were raising, or
had ;aised, two or more of their.own children; less than
forty percent of the ofher foster ﬁothers.had so much
experience. The H@dian numbér of own children raised by
mothers in the congruent group was two-three; in the in-’
congruent group, one.
. The differencé of proportions test was applied these
., findings and showed a significant difference, at the .05
level, in the number of foster mothers in'céngfuent.and

incongruent systems who had raised two ox more of their own
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‘children. Those in congruent systems had raised, or were
raising, a largerxr numbér of own children {z=1.7; pK.OSj.
" Practiée, while it may or may not "make perfecﬁ",
did have a significant positive effect on the ability of
fo;ter mothers to perceive‘youths in their care similariy
to the way they saw themselves.
The meaﬁing of raising children, to thé mother, must
.be considered as well as the number she hﬁs raisedo Other
étudies, héve éound that older children and youth appeared
to manage better in homes where fosﬁer parents were older
énd higher on the sociél class’ scale; infants énd younger
children apéarently doing better in homes where "mother-
.liness" was more openly displayed, more aften found in
faﬁilies of loﬁer social'class. ‘In such»families, the_%
woman's main function was to be home "raising my babies",
rather than fiﬂding fulfillment in the world of work away
from home. That foster mothers of youths in this study
assumed that role for both social and personal gratification
is réinforced by the fact that one;third of them also
worked outside the home as wéll as caring for foster chil-
dren and fouth.
'b) A second'cluster of-charécféristics that might
have had a bearingon the foster mother's ability to see
the youth similarly to the way he saw himself, concerned .
, her experience with giving foster. care., Three indicators
that might have had specigl re}evance were:‘ (f) how long

has the foster mother taken foster children?, (2) to how
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‘many children has she been a foster mother? and (3) the

' number of other foster children presently. in the home.

Lénéth of Time as_a Foster Mother
| A factor in the determination of which foster -
'mothérs WereAmost likely to seé the youthé as they saw
themselves, migh£ have been the amount of time each foster
- mother had been #aking foster chiidfen into her homé. The
bjessential hypothesis was that fostér ﬁotﬁers who had foster
children or youth over a longer period éf time would be
more likely to perceive the present 'youth congruently Qith
his own perception, tﬁan those-who had little experience
with fostering. The foliowing table indiéates the length of

time foster mothers in the two groups had foster children.

TABLE 42
LENGTH OF TIME FOSTER MOTHERS HAVE

TAKEN FOSTER CHILDREN

" Time - . Congruent Incongruent
Less than one yéar ) 5-(i7%) : 5 (38%)
One or two years ) ‘l8 (28%) ' T2 (l43)y
Three to nihe years , _ 8 (28%) 4 {30%)
Ten years or mére 7 (25%) T 2 (15%)

The median length of time foster mothers in the
incongruent group had taken foster children was one or two
- years; the median length of time mothers in the congruent

group had taken foster children was over three vears. Over
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half the foster mothers in the incongruent group had foster

children for less than three years, but ower half the foster
' ’

.mbthers in the congruent group had taken foster children for

longer than that. This difference, however, was not statis-

tically significant at the .05 level; z=.64; p>.05.
The'length of time the foster mother had acted in’
that role was not necessarily réla@ed to her ability to
perceive the youth in~ways'that were siﬁilar to those in
which he pércgived himself. The longer she had taken foster
children, the more likely she ﬁay have been to see the

youth in the same way he saw himself.

Numbef of Fostér Children

A dorollary predictor to the previous one is the
number of children and youths that have been placed in £he
foster home. ExperieﬂceAgained in providing fostex cére to
a number of individuals might have been a potential indi-
cator of a foster mother's abiiity to see the youth as he
perceived himself. |

The following table gives the ﬁumber of foster
children that have been placed in the homes in this study.

TABLE 43 N |
NUMBEK OF FOSTER CHILDREN THAT ﬁAVE BEEW PLACED IN CON-

14

GRUENT | AND INCONGRUENT FOSTER CARE SYSTEMS

Number Congruent - Incongruent
One 11 (39%) .6 (46%)
Two : : 3 (10%) 2 (5%)

Three or more 14 (50%) 5 (38%)
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Foster mothers in the congruent group ﬁended to have
. had more foster‘childrén and YOuthsélacé@mdtﬂ them thén
foster mothers in the other group. The difference in‘prO*
poitions betweeh homes which hadxsérvea on foster child or

youth, and those which had been used to place two or more,

was not statistically signific;nt, howeverwz=f84; p?§05.
The nuﬂber of youths, or-childreng plaéed in the

foster home did not appear %o have a relationship to the

foster mbther'éfabiliéy'to see the youth as he saw himself.

Foster mothers Who had more foster children did not

necessarily tend to be congruent in their perceptions with
the youths more often than those who had fewer foster

' Q
c¢hildren placed in their homes,”

MY

Other Foster Children Presently in the Home

~ As well as determining earlier experience with
fosfering, foster mothers were also asked ifbthere were, at
youths who were of particular coﬁcern to this study.
The following table indicates the number of homes
in which other foster children weré'currently placed.
TABLE 44
OTHER FOSTER CHIﬁDREN4IN CbNGRUEﬁT AND
INCONGRUENT FOSTER CARE SYSTES

Number Congruent Incongruent
.None ‘ 15 (53%) 7 (54%)
One 4 (1l4%) 4 (30%)

TWwo OX more 9 (31%) : 2‘(15%)
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Slightly less than one-half the foster mothers in
both groups did have other féster children presently staying
with them. There was no significant difference between
fbster homes with other foéter~children and those without
/and the iikelihood of congruence. ‘ |

The presence of other foster children in the home

did not necessarily make it more likely that the foster
mother would tend to pergeive the youfh'in thé home in a
simiiar way to‘which he perceived himself. |
" Three foster homes eacﬁ contained two youths in

. this study. Of the six'foéter bare systems that these three
foster homes representea;.four were classified as congruent;
ﬁone, incongruent: The remaining.two were examples of_?ype
2 (YFM) systems. The presencé of another foster youth -

about the same age appeared significant to the likelihood

of congruence, rather than another foster child considerably

4

younger.

Social Workers

Age andlséx of thé social wofker were two possible
.deterﬁinénts of his or her péreceiying the youth as he saw
himself within ithe foster care system. The length of tiﬁe
the worker had known a particﬁlap‘youth, and the frequency
of his contacts with the young person, were two other
possiblé predictors of his perception being similar to the

. youth's,
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Age of the social wérker was seen as having a
possible connection with his ability toc see the youth in a
wéy similar to the youth's perception of himself. It was
 fe1t that younger social Qorkers might more likely be f;und
fin congruent foster care systéms; older workérs, in incon-
gruent systeméf

| The‘following table gives ages of workers in both
congruent and indongrﬁent systems.
TABLE -45
AGE OF SOCIAL WORKERS IN CONGRUENT AND

 INCONGRUENT SYSTEMS

égé , Congrqggg Incongruent
20-29 13 (46%) 8 (62%) -
30-39 | 5 (18%) 4 (31%)
40-49 . 5 (18%) -

50-59 5 (183) 1 ( 7%)

The highest frequency of social workers in both
groups was in‘the twenty to twenty-nine year range. How-
ever, a muéh higher percentage of workers in the incongru-
ent-group'were‘under thirty years of age, and almost all of
thme were under forty; the median ageh%as twenty to twenty-
‘nine. In contrast to this, the median ége was thirty to
thirty-nine fox social workers in congruent systems and
over one-third of them were more thah forty'years old.

This latter age differencg of workers was féuné statisti-

cally significant beycnd the .05 level (z=2; p<.03).
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-Althéuththe aée of;thé fosﬁer mother did not prbve
'signific;ﬁt, the age of the social worker could be con-

sidered a predictor of‘his.being in a congruent or incéngru—

ent foster care systémf Older'social workers were signifi-

cantiy more often represented in congruent sysfems; younger

workers, in incongruent systems.

" Sex of the Social Worker

The social worker's sex was a éossible determinant
of his being in a congrueﬁt or-incongruent foster care
systemn. -The following‘table gilves the sex of workefs in
céngruent and incongruent foster care system57 |

.TABLE 46

<

SEX OF SOCIAL WORKERS IN CONGRUENT AND

INCONGRUENT FOSTER CARE SYSTEMS

‘Sex ' Congruent Incongruent
Male 11 (39%) 5 (38%)
%)

Female 17 (61%) n 8 (62

From this table it was observed that the sek of the

social worker made no significant differemce to the likeli-

hood of his or her being in a congruent or incongruent

foster care system,

9 B -

Length of Time Worker has Known Youth

A possible predictor of the likelihood of the work~
rer's perception of the youth being similaxr to the youth's
own perception, might be the léngth of time the social

worker had known the youth.
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The followiﬁg table gives frequencies of the.time
socialvwg;kers in congruent and inéqngruent groups have
known the youth in the study’T |
B TABLE 47
TIME SOCIAL WORKERS HAVE KNOWN YOUTHS IN

CQNGRUENT AND INCONGRUENT SYSTEMS

" Length of Time ~ angruent Incongruent
Less than one year - 18 (65%) _ 10 (77%)
.One to two Yeaks- § 8 (298) : ‘1 ( 7%)
More.than two years 2 ( 7%) - 2 (15%)

As noted in an earlier chapter, most social wozkers
had known youths in the study for a comparatively short
period of time, The poésibility of the worker having known
the youth for lonéer than one yearfappeared greater intﬁhe
congruent systems. More social workers in congruent systems
had known the youth for at least a year, than in incongru-
ent systems. bespite the lack of similarity, the differ-
énce_was not sufficient to bewétatiétically éignificant
at the .05 levelfwhen a comparison was made between the.
proportion‘of workers ﬁho had kﬁown the youths for less

Athan one'year and those who had known them longer.

Findings indicated that neither the length of time
the youth had been with a particular set of foster parents,
nor the duration of contact with a.particular socia} workér,
were significant to his being in a congruent foster care
system. Length of time, the most'easily measured variable,

was not adequate to explain presence or absence of congru-
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ence in perceptions within foster care systems.

" Frequency of Social Work Contacts
The number of times each month the worker usually saw

the yopth might be considered an indicato; of the likeli-
/hood of his peﬁcgiving the youéh iﬁva way similar to that in
which he perceived himself. }That_is, the more frequent the
céﬁtacts, the more likelihood of there being congruence in
“the perceptioné of yoﬁth and social worker.

~The foﬂlowing table éives the frequenéy of Contacts
by social workers with youths in the congruent and incongru;

" ent groups, as reported by workers.

TABLE 48-

1

FREQUENCY OF SOCIAL WORKER~YOUTH CONTACTS

Frequency Congruent Incongruent
More dften than monthly 4 (149) . 5 (38%)
Monthly 12 (42%) 2 (15%)
Less often than monthly . 12 (42%) 6 (46%)

Most youths inAboth groups were seen monthly or
less often, however, a‘higher percentage of youths in the
congruenf.group were reporteé to be seen this frequentlyi
A larger percentage of youths in the ihcongruent group were
reported as seen more often than ﬁonthly, than in the'con~
gruent group. The difference in these latter percentages

was significant at the :05 level (z=1.7); social workers who

- saw youths less frequently were more likely to perceive them

in ways similar to which they perceived themselves,
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It may;have beéh that social workers-who had more
frequént contacts, did so at crises points in the youths'
lives wheﬁ decisions were having to be made and worked
th;ouqh, so that it was mofe difficult to ascertain their_
“true feelings.about themselves. Social workers who saw
youths less often may have taken the "long view" and saw
thé youth in larger perspective, not clouded by immediate
concerns. Whatever the reason-or reasons, findings of this
study did indicate a hegative relationship between frequencf
of social workérfyouthlcoﬁtacté and the likelihood of

. congruence.

.Youths' Perceptions in Congruemt and

o

Incongruent Systems

Happiness

[y

Frequencies of responses by varioms subsystem mem-
bers regarding the youth's apparent degree of happiness
were presented in an earlier chapter. The focus here is
on the youths' perceptions of themselves and the determina-
tion of any differenceuin responseé'given by YOuths in
cohgruent.and incongruent foster care systems.

The following table indicates responses given by

youths in the two groups regarding their'happiness:
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TABLE 49

RESPONSES GIVEN BY YOUTHS IN CONGRUENT AND

INCONGRUENT SYSTEMS REGARDING

Happy. -

Not happy

THEIR HAPPINESS

- Congruent IﬁCOngruent
27 (97%) 9 (6292%)
1 ( 3%) 4 (30%)
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This Table shows that & significantly higﬁer percentage of

youths in the congruent group gave themselves a "happy"

rating than did those in the incongruent group.

Managing in Present Foster Home

A comparison was made of youths' perceptions of how

3

well they were managing in their présent foster homes, be-

tween those in congruent systems and incongruent ones. The
following Table gives this comparison:
TABLE 50
RESPONSES GIVEN BY YOﬁEﬁS IN CONGRUENT AND
INCONGRUENT ' SYSTEMS REGARDING HOW WELL:
| THEY WERﬁ MANAGING IN PRESENT
FOSTER HOME
Rating Congruent -~ Incongruent
Very well 23 (828) 6 (46%)
Average 5 (17%) 6 (463)
Not very well - 1 ( 7%)
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A significant number- of youths in congruent foster
care sys%eﬁs ratéd ability to manage in their present foster
"home muqh higher than those in incongruent systems (z=2.31;
éf;OS)ﬁ Over omne-half the.youtﬁs in incongruent systems
ratéd their managing as‘“aVerage",.but the majority of
youths in congruent systems gaﬁe thémsglves "yvery well"
ratings. |

Answers toAbotﬁ questions fégardiﬁé own peréonal
ﬁappiness and ﬁanéging in present foster home, showed that
a significant”number of yduthsdin congruent systems did see

ﬁhemselvés as both happier and managing better. This

finding establﬁshed the main hypothesis of this study to
'be correct: that the congruence-incongruence of éxpécté~
tiéns and perceptions as.communiqated.to_him by memberé?of
the youth's role set will have direct bearing on his perq>>
ceptions of himself within the foster care system. A
significantly Higher number of:youths in congruent systems

did see themselves as happier and manéging better than

youths in incongruent systems.

Summary

Percentage differences were often found in freqguen-

cies of characteristics of subsystem members in congruent
14 ' . -
and incongruent systems. However, when a difference of

proportions test was applied, few significant differences-

* between the two systems at the .05 level were encountered.
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" Youths
There were no significant differences in character-

istics of yOuths in congruent and incongruent systems.
Characteristics analyzed included: .age, sex, ethnic back-

ground, age at original placement and time in present foster

home.

Foster Mothers

There were no significant differences regarding the
foster mother's age, length of time as fdter mother, or
presence of other foster children in the home. There was,
however, a significant difﬁerence in the nuwber of -own
childrgn; foster mothers in congruernt systems had a signifi-
éanfly larger number of own Childrenf' Also, foster motﬁgrs
in congruent systems tended to have had mére formal eduéa—

tion.

Social Workexrs ' ——

The sex of the worker and length of time he or she
had been assigned to the youth'did pét differ significantly
between congruent and incongruent systems. Social workérs
' ovef forty years of age, ﬁowever; were sigmificantly moré
often in congruent systems. A éignifi;ant number of social
workers who had‘conéact'more oftén than monthiy {thelir own
estimate) were in incongruent fostér.care systems.

. Although there was no significant difference in
characteristics‘of youths in thé two systems; tﬂere was a

gignificant difference in answers youths gave regarding
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their berceptions of their o@n happihess and‘how well they ;
were manaéing in the foster ﬁome. To both of these que$~
tions, significantly larger numbei.of youths in congruent

systems gave more positive responses, .

M}



FOOTNOTES CHAPTER IV

1Two examples will clarify the method used:
(i) Members of Peter's foster care system gave answers that
were typed as follows: Type 1 (YFMSW)--% answers, Type 2
(YFM)~--1 answex, Type 3 (YSW)~--2 answers,; Type 4 (FMSW)--1
answer, and Type 5 (INCONG)--1 answer. His foster care
system members were, thus, more likely to give answers that
were congruent (Type 1--YFMSW) than incongruent; this is
considered to be a congruent foster care system. (1ii) Ann's
foster care system members gave answers that were typed as
follows: Type 1 (YFMSW)--1 answer, Type 2 (YFM)--2 answers,
Type 3 (YSW)--3 answers, Type 4 (FMSW)--4 answers, and
Type 5 (INCONG)--4 answers. In this example more answers
- are typed as 4 and 5 than any other; this is considered to
be an incongruent foster care system,

2Character1st1cs of these foster care systems are
given in Appendix E. : =

3petermination of twenty-eight comgruent and thir-
teen incongruent foster care systems out ©f a total of
forty-five systems proved significant at =05 level (xz)

) 4The t test for difference of proportions was util-
ized to determine significance at the .05 level.

5Pej:er M. Blos, On Adolescence (New York: Free
Press of Glencoe, 1962), 128, :

®ruth M. Butler, "Mothers' attitudes toward the
social development of their adolescents,”™ Social Casework,
36 (June, 1956), 286. -

7An example of the latter was Ramon; his father
deserted the family and his mother was returned to Mexico.
He was presently staying in the United States as education-
al opportunities were better for him; he wisited his mother
in Tijuana every four to six weeks.

8There is further dlscu5510ﬂ of sxgplflcance of age
at placement to later development, in Chapter V.
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9In Chapter V there is further discussion of this
finding regardlng the number of other foster children in
the home.

OTnere is further discussion of youth~SOClal worker
+ contacts in Chapter V.

A



CHAPTER V-

FOSTER HOME CARE AS A'SCCIAL SYSTEM

Introduction

The purbose of this study was to determine the ex-
tent to which Ehere was congruence in perceptions within
forty%five fosﬁer care systems. Each system was composed
of a youth, his foster mother, and the social worker re-
sponsible for placement supervisién.' The focus of these
perbeptions.was on the édjustment'and coping behavior of the
youths. | . ' -

Assumptions on which this study was based were: -

(1) foster home care was comsidered a social system; (2) the
three subsystems forﬁing the nucleus of the foster care
system were the youth, his foéﬁer mother, and the social

. .
worker representing the placement agency; and, (3) congru-
ent perceptions would tend to be present in functional,
rather than dysfunctional, systems. )

The essential hypbthesis‘that this study posed was
that the congruence-incongruence of egéectations and pexr-
ceptions communicét%d by members of the youth's role set
would have direct bearing on his pérgeptions of himself with-

+in the system. If this hypothesis were correct, determin-

ation of characteristics of congruent system members would

126
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'COntfgbute to understanding foster caré and assist the
B placemént agency in its searéh for "best™ homes for adg—
lesceﬁts needing o@t—of—home care.
| Té test the hypothésis, interviews were held with
members of the forty-five foster care gystems and schedules
completed. Qﬁestibns concerned personal characteristics,
experienge with foster care, and perceptions of the youths'
present adjustment and coping behavior.
| PreviogB chapﬁers prasented the stndy findings with
regard to: characteristics of subsystem members, answers
to questions asked of them, ana'types of congruence~incon-
gruencé within foster care systems determined by aﬁSwers
éiven{ Findings coﬁcerning differences between foster 9are
systems that tended to give céngruént.answers and those that

tended to give incongruent answers were also reported.

Responses to Questions and Congruence within Systems

Answers given by_subs§;£ém.members regarding youths'
characteristics, present adjustment and coping behavior
were analyzed in two ways: .(1) repprtinq frequencies.bf
responseé} and (2) indicating the amount ©f congruence-
incongruence within each foster care system as détermined by
these answers. A typology of.congruence—incongruence was

established for foster care systems.

Characteristics

Analysis of ratings indicated that youths tended to

give themselves the greatest number of high ratings regard-
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ing their ability toAéet aloné with peers, and their readi-
" ness for independent living,. Fostér motHers gave high
fatings most often,concerning the .yyouths' health and happi-
ness. Sqeial workers were less iikely.to give higﬁ ratingé'
for aﬁy of theSe characteristics.l. Within individual foster
care systems;.COhéruence in answers was moét'likely to occur
regarding the youths' degree'of happiness and present health.
_Foster mothers;ahd youths most often égréed in descriptions
of peer relatignships. Answers tended to be incongruent
that déalt with the youths' readiness for independent liv-
ing; only the youths tended to?see themselves as ready to

be on their own.

v

Education

Answers given to guestions regarding education
shdweé youths ﬁended to raﬁe themsélves as less able than
reported by fogter ﬁothers and social workérs. Congruent
answers were given in only abogg.One—half the foster care

systems concerning youths' present level of school achieve-

ment or the advisability of ‘taking post-high school courses.

Foster home

e

Responses to guestions fegarding the youth in his
present foster‘home showed that ?ouths tend to be perceived
as managing well: Sbcial workers, however, tended to give
less ?ositive assessments than did youths or qutér mothers.

"Talking things over" was reported as the most common method
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utiliéed by foster motﬁérs'in handlihg matters of disq@—
pline; moét youths were repo;ted as accepting their foster
mothers"' discipline. Chores are.usﬁally considered part of
living in any home, foster'homes included. Most youths .were
'reported asvcompleting chores without undue resistance.
Youths tended to be away from their fostexr homes on two
evénings each week. Congruence regarding answers given
.these guestiong was mpétfoften'found concderning chores and
how well the ydu£h was mamaging. Answers tended to be in-
congruent to qdestions_relatiné to discipline method and |
:the youth's reacﬁion to it, as.well'as the number of even-

ings the yguth3was'absént from his foster home.

-
»

Social Worker

Youths tended to report seeing the social worker
less often than wés reported by workers and foster mothers.
One in five members of each fgster care subsystem was of the
opinion that the present worker had done nothing of conse~
quence to help the youth. This was due, in some part, to
the fact that many workers guite recently changed assign-
ments and'had Little contact with the youth. Where workers
were reportea as -being of assistance, the most usual type
of help was of concrete nature. To both guestions regard-

ing tﬁe youth and hisg worker, there was incongruencg in

seventy percent of the answers given within foster care

systems.



Conclusion

Responses given by youths ih congxruent systems
tended to differ from thoSe~given by youths in incongruent
systems regarding perception of their own happiness and how

.well they were managing in the present foster home. Youths
in congruent systems perceived themselves as both happier
and managing b;tter in their foster homes. |

These findings'served to establish the hypothesis
that tﬁe coﬁgnUence*incongruence of expectations and per—.
cep£ions communicated by other members of the youth's role

set, would have direct bearing on his pexception of himself

'within the fostef care system. Youths im cohgruent systems
were mostllikely to peiéeive themselves as happier and
managing bettef within those systems.

| Knowledge of characteristics of individuals moé£
likely tb be i@ congruent foster care systems should con-
tribute to the placement agency's decisiomn-making process
regarding "besf" hémes for adolescents im need of alterna-
tive living arrangements. Characteristics, as determined

in this study, of "best" (i.e. congruent zather than

incongruent) foster care systems follows.

‘Congruent and Incongruent Foster Care Systems

Foster care systems were grouped according to the
most usual type of congruence found in ansvers to questions
regarding the youths. Twenty-eight systems were regarded

as "congruent"; answers given by members tended more often
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to bé‘congruent‘than incongfuentf Thirteen systems were
classified as "incongruent" as answérs‘tended to not bé in
"agreement between system members.2 A summary of character-
is£ics of_subsjstem.members; in coﬁgruent ana'incongruent

systems,‘follows.

Youths |

Youths in the study rénged in age from sixteen to
twenty years; ?he median”ége was éighteen; There were al-
most-twiée as. .many girls or young women in the sample than
boy$ or young men. Most youths were of‘Caucasian background
although Mexican-American and ﬁlack.or Negro youths were
reéresehted. Scholastic standing.ranged from youths in
‘Grade 9 to second year university; the mediaﬂ was Grade:12.

Age at original placement in out-of-home care rénged
fr&m under three to eiéhteen; ﬁhe medi;n.age was early ado-
lescence. Youths in the study had received foster care for
less than one y@ar, to more than fifteen years; the median
length of timé youths had been in care was between three and
four years. Most youths had been in theif present fosfer
homes between.one and’ three years.

_Youths in congruent foster care systems tended fo

present some differences in characteristics from those in

’ ' N e .
incongruent systems, but none that were statistically
significant at the .05 level.

The possible relatibnship between age of leaving

one's own home and future success in a foster home or adult
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life'hés been a‘path of inquiry for many studies. Parker
énd Trésler, in two British';tudies, réparted a decline in
'the rate df successful fostering as age at separation'from
the natural mother.increased; this .concurs with findings of
this study.3 Meier's study, conducted im the United States,
predictéd that individuals who had been placed in foster
care prioiito attaining'their fiftq birthday, would achieve
lower ratings in social effectiveness as adults. Her
findings, howgvér, did not support this prediction; those»
who had entered' foster care prior to their fifth birthday
did not achieve lower ratings Qheﬁ compared with others
plécédAafter five years of age.4 ‘Ng significant difference
was fdund in this study regarding age at which youths first
began foster care and preseﬁce in'éongruemt or incongruent

foster care systems.

Foster Mothers

Foster mothers ranged in age from the mid-twenties
fo mid-sixties; the median age was'betweém forty-one and
fiftyf Over one-half Ehe foster méthers had been married
for longer than twéntf years. They have had considerabl¢
experience with child—rearing;.the median number of ownv
children already ragised, or Stillvat-home, was three. Al-
most half the group had.other foster childxen in the home .
as Well as the youth who was the focus of this studyf

Some significant differences were apparent in

characteristics of foster mothers in congruent compared with
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inceagruent systems. Foster mothers in the former had more
child-rearing axperience than foster mbthers in incongguent
'systems. This‘finding concurs with Colvin who noted that
ﬁmost adequate" foster parents had more childxen of their
own than did "least adequate", in his study.5 An effec; of
havihg had egéerience with own children priorlte being
successfﬁl with fostering is suggested by Kadushin when he

-

seates that, while foster mothexrs have "a need for satis-
faction in eonéact w1th chlldren, such needs, having been
met in their own life experlence, are not likely to be so.
imperious and urgent as to make for -heavy demands on the
fos'tervchild".a

The age and sex of the foster mother's own cﬁildren
in the home have been found significant in determinatio;
of "success" of placements.7 The element of competition
‘between "own" and “fester" children or youth did not appear
to be a factor in this study. Competition may be minimized
by the fact that, in many foster hemes, "own" children had
left the home prior to the foster ?outh's'arrival. Indeed,
one woman reported that her youngest son made her promise,
wﬁen she expressed ehe wish to be a.foster mother, that she
wait unﬁil he had left home, Anoﬁhe;wfoster mother said
she began fostering "when my.daughter got married". A
third foster mother told the interviewer that her son, now’

married, "talked her out" of adoptlng a child, so she began

taking foster children, instead.
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When a sibling of the foster child accoﬁpaniedhhim
to the hoﬁe, or when he was élaced with amother foster
child, placemen&s have tended to'be'more successful.,8 In
the present study, it was,ﬁot found statistically signifi-
‘cant that foster mothers in congruent foster care systems
were more likely to have othef foster children in the home;
thﬁs, support cannot be given earlier findings. However,
in the three families where two youths in the study were
- placed, four of éhe six systems were classified as'congruent;
two were Type 2 (YFM). . _

. The age of the foster ﬁother, in this study,
appeared to make no Siénificant difference to the likeli-
hood of her being in a congruent system. Previous studies
have also giyen‘inconclusive-findiﬂgs regarding the age of
fostexr mothers deemed "more successful" or "more adequate”,.
The findings of each study have given preference to fos£er
. mothers of a certain age, but there has been disagreement
between studies regarding what that age should be.9

Studies of foéter parents tend perceive "blue col-
lar™ families as best?lo Foster pareﬁts, whose'income was
enhanced by the presence of foster children in the home have
been reported ds'doing well with tﬁemf. Foster families in
this study have incomes from below $3,000 to more than
$13,000; the family ﬁédian income for both congrqent’and
incongruent systems was $7,000-$9,000. No significant
difference was determined regarding foster family income

and congruence. Allied to income, however, is education.
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A significant number of foster mothers in congruent systems

had received more formal education than those who were not.

- Social Workers

| Social workers resbonsible'for foster'home super-
@Viéion of the youths ranged in'age from laté tﬁenties to
early fifties; the median age Was between twenty and twenty—
nine. Half the social workers in.the study were male; one-
half, female. «Almost all social workers ﬁere of Caucasian
'background; five were Negro and one, Mexican-American. Most
workers were married; many had;children of their own. All
Workers attended university for at ieast four years and
received baccalaureate dégrees; aimost one half had post-
fgraduate education in sotcial work, six held a Master of*
Social Work degree?

Oldex spcial‘wérkers were mere likely to be members
of congruént foster care systems than younger ones. Fre-
quency of contacts appeared to have no significance on the
likelihood of systems being congruent rather than incongru-
ent, neither was the length of time the worker has known
the youth positively éor;elated with congruence.

'No studies of characteristics of~more, compared
with less, effective social work practitioners could be

’ , - .
locatedf In broader_stﬁdies of foster care, however, the
impact of frequent changes in agency personnel has been
notedT A 1966 study carried'oup in Wisconsin, for example,

stated that as a result of staff turnover, "about one-third



: 136
of the~(fosterx mothérs said there have been times when they
didn't know who their casewdrkef was“.ll
" The significance of staff turnover for the child
6: youth, as well as the foster mother, has been reported iﬁ
thg‘literaturew Moynihan found, aé did the present stuéy,
'that caseworker replacement rate was higher than foster
family replacement. His report of a study of twenty older
children living in foster homes, in computing a median,

.éhowed they had lived.in the same foster home from the date
of plécement for elght yeérs, but had a different case-
worker every yéar.lz

~* Flynn, alluding to the number of changes in workers

during the young person's foster care experience, stated

-
»

that "it is clear . . .the result is an imtensification of

. . . . 13
the child's mistrust of any interpersonal relationship”. >

The findings of this study did not support the breadth of
Flynn's statement. It was only the social worker-youth
relationship that appeared impaired, not all interpersonal

relationships.

Application of Social Systems Amalysis

- to Study Findings

Social system theories, with their focus on
v . -
relations between parts of the system, appear admirably
suited to be utilized as a framework for mwnderstanding ..

" foster home care. The function of the foster care system-

the provision of suitable alternative living arrangements
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within which the individuél will grbw and develop——and\its |
hucleué (youth, foster mothe£ aﬁd ébcial hérker) are eésily
idehtifiable;

Given the three theoreti;al models of social systems
_presenfed in Chaptgr I, those of Parsons and Buckley
appeared to ﬁaVe. potential relevance for this,studyf

Parsoné; it will be:remeﬁbered,takés the position
.that the stabi%ify of social systems largely derives from
.conformity of role partners to one. anothexr's expectations.
Congrueht expeétations_are expéctedfto occur when equilibri-
" um has been established withini£he system. The maintenance
qf this equilibrium is important to the sfstem and, without
it, the system flounders in its ability to perform the -
~functions for which it was estabiié:hed°

Buckley in his-perception of a social system, puts
emphagis on the system needing to havé abilitf to cope with
change, rather than mérely readjust to an equilibriumf To
Buckley; the dynamic within.the.system that allows it to
cope with difference, and to change aécordingly, separates
social systems from other kindsf

Both Padrsons and Buckley foéuguon the study of rg;
lations within components of the system. It is these re-
lationships that tie the system éogether and provide a
method whereby one méy look at the system as a unit of
activityT Buckley has defined a system as "a whole which
funciions as a whole by virtue of the interdependence of its

parts“.;4
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One aspéct of the interdependehce of parts of a
.’-system is percepticns members have .of éa@h‘other‘s, aﬁa
their own; role: performance. There apé a variety of status
positions'within any systeﬁ; role éerformamce refers to”the_
individuél's enactment of his particuiar.Status.

This‘étpdy examined perceptions of role performancé
regarding members of the foster care system with special
attention being paid to how the youth, who was at present
‘livihg in a fogter home, wasiperceived and saw himself.

" Application of social Systems analysis to this
study's findings had special relevance regarding:
(li The effects of'tension, produced Iy memberéhip
changes, on the system. . )
(2) Impact on the functioning of the system of differ-
ences in perceptions aﬁong system memnbers. |
| (3) Perceiﬁed roles of fosﬁer’mothers and social workers

by system members. ' _—

(1) The Effect.of Tension, Produced by Membership Changes,

" on ‘the System

Parsons' model of a social system leads to the
expectation that ahy change in membership within the sysfém
results in a state of disequiiibrium and inadequate func-
tioningn Buckley, on the other hand, writes of the iﬁevi—
tabilitfvof change and variety in social systems, and need
for maintenance of "an optimum level of tension in the sys-

tem"..l5
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This study‘demdnstréted that the length of time the
youth had lived in the foste£ home had.no significant re-
lationship to ﬂhe likelihood of_congruent youth-foster
mother perceptions. The length of .time the worker had known
the youth had also neifher positive nor negative signifi-
cance to his perception beiné congruent with those of other

system members.

The finding that more recently placed youths were

not necessarily less likely to be in congruent foster care

systems, indicated that it may be during the first weeks of
placement that his role-set is most attuned to the youth

as a unigue individual. Tension surrounding introduction

‘'of the youth into a new foster home, appeared to enhance

the system's functioning, rather than impair it. Intro-
duction to the‘system of the foster mother, whether it was
tﬁe first out-of-home placement or subsequent, may have
been a dynamic that increased'éffective functioning of

the systemn. |

In the 'social work literature, this early time in
a new placement is often referréd to as "the honeymoon"
periodfls During this time the child or youth is expected
by system membéis, to be on hié bést-b—ehaviorT This gives
way to a period ofvtesting, auring which the child or youth
"probes the limits éf behavior fostervparents will
accept",l7 and when a pleé for ;eéésurance is expressed or

acted out that he really is wanted in that particular

home.
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It is ahring this second perioa, Charqley writes,
- "that béth he and the foster“parents partdicularly néed”their
social worker. It is then <. éthgt repressed feelings are

18 By the

closest té the surface and most éasy to get at".,
/time this second period arrives, if the social worker has .
had contact with'fhe youth for a long encmgh time, then he
is more likely than previougly to be in agreement with the
~youth in his p@réeptipns. The fostermmoﬁher, however, |
‘hévihg become used to the youth behaving in one way, is more
likely to have difficulty in rémaining comgruent in her
- perceptions with him;' |

t Tt is not until the young person and his foster
family have sudcessfully coped wifh'this second phase,_;hat
Charnley considers him to be hreally placed".lg

The impact of placement (and replacement) on chil-

dren, and the need .for careful decision-making regarding
plaéeﬁents, are both well-documented in the social work
1iteratﬁre,20 This knowiedge may help explain increased
congruence earl§ in placement:. Social woxkers might have

felt comfortable discussing the first phése of new place-

ments, rather than the second.

The fact that when one nember of & foster care
system left, the éystgm did not collapse, supports Buckley's
c&ntention that social structures,; to be effective, must be
able to deal with such change. In each case in the study

" where the youth felt he could no longer remain in his
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.present foster home, he had the experience of knowing he

- had the continuing support of the social yorkér who would

help him affect a change. Also, although many social

workers changed caéeload aésignmenﬁs during the time the

study was underitaken, there was not a larger than usual

! . © « .1 -
number of crises in foster homes accompanying the changes.

In both these situations, although there was division within
the systems, one.adult member maintained a dyad with the
‘youth; he was never alone.

'_Another‘kind of tension. present in the foster care

system occurs when there are differences in perceptions

among system members.

(2) Impact on the Functioning of the System of Differences

in Perceptions Among System Members

Given that the amount of contact between youths and
thgir foster mothers was relatively cénstant, the frequency
of conéact between then and the "social worker wés a variable
that mi§ht have peen expeéted to be related to congruence
within the system. That is,'social workers who had most
contacﬁ with the youths and foster ﬁothers might be con-~
sidered most likely to have Congrueﬁt perceptions. The
study, however, did not support this suppositionf Social
Workers who saw yoﬁths_more.ofténbwere significantly less
likely to be.coﬁgrueﬁt in their perceptionsf This finding
‘did not appear to be consistent with the expectation that

systems need to achieve eguilibrium priocr to congruent



perceptions being held by members.

Tﬁo factors have speéial significance regarding
cqmmunication within a system: (1) the type of communi-
cation, and (2) the frequgﬁcy of communication, Buckley
-writes of systems needing a ﬁfull, two-way communication
network, exteﬁding throughout all'paris of the system to
provide adequaté linkage of components and to make possible
the various fe?dback‘lOOpS esséntiai to effective goal
'attainment".Zl :That the foster mother-youth network tended
to be established rather quickiy due to tﬁeir proximity
. to one another,‘is rathex obviéus: Whét was not so clear
was the;reason, or'reasoné, why the social worker-youth
communication network did not tend to lead to congruent
perceptions, when there were more ffequent contacts.

Another finding of this study gave clues that ser—
ved to aﬁswer the apparent enigma: Social workers tended
. to perceive youfhs as managing less well than did foster
mothers, oxr theiyouths, themselves. it is assumed that
this perception was communicated in both subtle and direct
ways to the youth. The choice of wbrds used in discussion
and types of questions asked, indicated to the youth the
worker's perception of him7

The impact of the social worker's perception of
the youth's adjﬁstmehf and coping behavior on the youth
- appeared, however, to be lessened due to his lggs frequent

contacts. The time between messages received from the so-
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cial worker appeafed to give youths opportunity to sort out
the diécrepancy, by allowing greater impéct to be felt from
mességes receivéd from fo;tér mothers; Communication with
his foster mother was morejlikely to reiﬂforce the way the
.YOdth perceivéd himself ag functioning. The,youth—fost;r
mother transaction waé both more frequent and more congruent
than‘youth—séciél worker transactions. The coﬁsistency
of the former assisted the youth in boming to terms with the

- inconsistency of the latter.

Another possible explanation was one suggested by

Shibutani who wrote that the choice made between different

perspectives might depend upon the person®s sentiments to-

wards the significant others. That is to say, feeling more

-
»

positively about_his foster mother in the first place, in-
creased the youth's chances of agreeing with her. When
sentiments were negative, however, "a person may go out of
~his way to spite his mentors by_rejeéting their’expecta“

23 ‘Studﬁés of small groups have indicated a similar

£ions?.
dynamic operatingf Dittes, for example, stated that the
extent to which‘an-individuAl is influenced by a group de-
pends largely upon the aﬁtractiveness the group has for

him. 24 : -

(3) ~ Perceived Roles of Foster Mothers and Social Workers

Both Bdckley and Parsons would agree that effective
" social systems must give a relatively high level of satis-

faction to members' needs. They would comcur that both
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'indiQidual needs and those genérafed by the system must be
 satisfied. SR ‘ . '
Findings of this study indicated a.difference in
pérceptiohs of types of nééds met 5y fostef mothers and

-

social workers within foster care systems.

Foster Mothers
| To youths, fosﬁer mbthers-were more likely to be

“seen as need-meeting members of thé systéﬁw Théy were per-
ceivéd, in most cases, as weildable to‘funétion in a nur-
turing, befriending, supporting role for the youth. Youths,
in éalking of their foster mothers, commented "She's just
like a mother to me", ana "She does all sﬁe can to help me".
Other youths rdported: "We cqmmuniéate" and "She treats
me like an equal"f ﬂ

In pladement decision-making an attempt is made to
match the individual youth and the individual foster home
when the assistance of a'sociéi’WO£ker is requested. Se-
lection of foster homes has:“moved from a concern with
the physical adeguacy of the home to_a‘greater sensitivity
to ;ociai—psychological adeqﬁécy of the home",zs

Foster mothers, in the minds of most of the youtﬁs
in the study, are both expectéd, and able, to meet their
day-tc—-day needs. The same was not found regarding sécial

workers,

Soc

ial Workers

Social workers did not appear to have a continuing
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‘role in the minds of many youths. One.yamth reported she
| felt sbciél workers should be more-caréful'to respect her
privacy; another said workers "Should not get involved in
péisonal feelings unless i£ is asked for™. Other youths
felt that social workers did have a roieﬂ but limited t;
such things aé "He got me a job", "She helped me get out of
the first foster home", and "He helps me with the money
.problem“. -

o Neithe;‘persoﬁal nor system needs were seen by many
youths as being met consistently by'their social worker7
That system needs were.not net. was indicated by such com-
nents és: "Each worker contradicﬁs an earlier onef, or
|;"I‘hey'never say the same thing twice"r Omne young lady _
reported that soéiél workers "Should let people know the
rules, if there are anY"? A seventeen year old boy felt
that different;social workers tended to not give equal
t£eatﬁent; he spoke from experience of hawing the same thing
accepted by one Qorker and refused by another.

The oriéinal function of the social worker, to
assist in finding alterﬁati§¢ living arramgements, remained
to many yoﬁths his only responsibilityf Status difference
within the foster care syétem nay pre%ént even this func;~
tion from being effec?ively carfied-outf

- Freidson, discussing dilemmas in the dcctor-patient
relationship, writes of the "separate wotlds of experience
and reference" each brings, thaf afe always.in‘potential

26

conflict with gach other. Status differences between
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'social worker and yoﬁth are similar in'many ways to those
 found in the physician~patieﬁt relationshipf The workér,
attempts to preserve his professional detachment by séeing
the youth'as a case to whiéh he épélies general rules and
categoriés that he has learned from hié education and ex-
perience? Thé youfh, on the other hand, judges what is, |
or is not being done for 'him from his own personal point
of view; he is'nOt concerned with "™needs of youth", his
céncérn is his‘own néed. Altﬁough_worker and youth may have
the same goal in mind—ja happier living situation, for
. example~-—-proposed solutions ma&'differ and even the defini-
tion of:the problem may not be the.samé.

Roéenfeld, in a review of research findings regard-
'ing non-use of available professional help, also suggested
that manj factors found to be associated with continuance
could best be uﬁderstood as reflections of an underlying
céngrﬁence or 1éck of congruence; he termed the latter
"strangéness"” befween heiperrand clientr Hi; view suggested
that the explanétion for the fihding that discontinuance is
related to social class diff@rence between client and worker
maj reside in the lack of congruende,between the views of
the worker and those of the client occ;sioned by the social
class distance that separates thémf27 |

- Another aspect of the worker's status is that, to
many vouths, the social worker- as an agency representative,
served as a negative reminder of the fact that they were un-

28

able to live with their own families., To the foster
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~mother, the social worker reinforcea, with eacﬁ visit, the
. faét that,; no- matter how muéh she may have wished'to for-
get, therch;ld in her home was not her own, and she did not
ha#e the final aautﬁorityf ;Similar-to Ambinder, this study
found that foster mothers perceived their role as paren£
surrogates. They saw social WQrkers aé superviéing general-
ly, and helping‘when called upon-wiﬁh particular problems.29
In carrying out the supervi;ory function for which he is
'respOnsible, the social worker visits the home., These |
visits may be éhreatening to the féster mother and are apt
to make her defensive.' Kadushin writes of the need for
workers to appreciate foster parents as unigue individuals
in theif own right with their own needs, rather thah as
mere Suppliers of an "environment" for the youth.30 i

Each individual's status within the foster care
sysfeﬁ, his individual needs, perceptions, and preconcep-
tions have a bearing on his owgﬂand the other's role per-
formancef |

An effelét of frequent staff changes ié the type
of function staff membérs are expected to performf

Buckley used the terﬁ “role.validation"‘to describe
the situation where a member's role pé}formanée meets ex-
pectations of other membérs of his role-set. It describes
congruence with what d person presents behaviorally, and
 his perception of behavior expected of him.
From this study, the social worker's role perceived

by youths, foster mothers, and social workers themselves,
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appeafed to beubrimarily one of pé}forming édministrative
functions. T Daily decision;making'and problem-solving
were carried out in the fostéf home with fek appeals ﬁo,
the worker. | |

| The social worker's administratiwe function has two
aspects: one‘nelates to find foster homes for those
yoﬁths who cannbt find alternative.living.arrahgements for
.themselves; and, the othef, to'assiét yomths by discussing
possible alterhafive‘living situationsf' This entails dis-
cussion of differences between. foster homss, or between

foster homes and other available facilities. These dig-

cussions need to take place both when the youth first enters

-
»

out-of-hone care and, later, if ré~placewent'is needed.

Most workefs, in the perceétions of other system
members, did not move beyond the enactment of an adminis-
trative role. 'This may have resulted from frequent changes
in workers. Problenwsolving,WPeyond environmental manipu-
1ation, entail; development of a-relafiomship of mutual
.érust that cannot occur when the youth is unsure of seeing
the same worker consistently over.é period of time.

Other factors that might‘impede the worker from
serving additional functions within the foster care system
bear directly on the vouth and his foster motherf

The youth may hesitate to share prcblems with his
social workers as he may feel to do so is to be disloyal
to his foster mother. To disclose shortcomingé experienced

in the foster home, he may feel, would be to invite un-
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pleasént fepechssions, Also, the social wofker représent#-
- .ing theuégency‘that sanctioned his placement'in the héme,
may be expected by the youth to have nggétive feelings.about
an individual who éeems to.queStioﬁ the wisdom of the place-
Iment. t

The nérrow'fﬁnction thét the social worker generally
- performs appeared sufficieﬁt in'thé eyes of most foster
mothers. Theyagave the impfession~of'feeling competent to
.héndie their own dutiés quite indépendently,33 Foster
mothers were not askiné for thé»worker to have more in&olvef
. ment in the foster care system}

' If social workers are to wideﬁ their function, to
move beyond a rather circumscribed administrative role,
there would neea to be agreement regarding such change ;y
other members of the system, as well as williﬁgness by the
workers.

Weinstein found that adequate understanding of their
foster status aha the agency's continuing role were iﬁpor~

34 . .
In his review of

tant for the yoﬁng person's weli;being.
research in child welfare, Fanshel noted that "Failure to
clarify the role of the agency - .« ‘.appears to reflect a .
weakness in the kind of casework pioviaed“.35 In the
present study, it will be remembered, one social worker in
five reported having'done nothing of conseguence to help

the youth, and hé worker spoke of the need to assist é youth

" in coming to terms with his foster status. It would appear

that the worker's conception of the purpose of contacts was
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not aééreciated Sufficiently.to allow this important func-
tion to be communicated to the youth.

' Foster care is a cbmpensatory system for children
and vouths who‘are.unable to live with their own parents.
 Findings of this study indicéted tﬁat the social worker
tended to bélﬁerceived as inErﬁding into the.foster family
system once it had been established: The worker's presence
in the home from time_to time served to remind both foster
parents and youths that they were QQE, in fact; a family.
The social worker has a role in decision-making regarding
matching a youth with a home, gutloﬁce the youth has become
estébliéhed, the workef's.role dimipishes; his Continping
presence may evén decrease the advantages that the alter-
native living arrangement was designed to serve.

The lack of being perceived as "therapist", or at
least "helper", by other members of the foster care system
poses a dilemma for the social'worker who has prepared for
enactment of that rolef The worker, is féced with answering
the question, "if I cannot be a therapist; what can I con-
tribute, professionally, to the system?". This study
sugéests that emphasis bé.placed on the administrative,
decision-making aspects of fpsﬁer‘care.that matches the

L4 B
youth with the "best" foster home.

Conclusions

Foster home care is often the only alternative

living arrangement availlable to youths who can no longer
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remaih‘at home. It will probably continwe to be the main
resource for child welfare workers, primarily because it
dqes'seem'to benefit youths who are placed; foster mothers,
toé, receive satisfaction_from giving this service. That
'it.remains the only viable alternaﬁive to living in one's
own home, howévér, may be a reflection on the sociai work
qprdfession's tendency to continue with those programs that
are familiér——at timeg stretchihg thém to meet additional
needs--rather thah loéating and developing new resources,

Social Wofk‘practibe régardihg foster home care fof
. youth tends to fécus energiesvbn decision~making regarding
placeméht gnd the first weeks of the move into a new homer
Staff'turnfover‘appeafs to negate the pos&ibility of ngths
forming sustaining relationships’oVér a period of time with
one worker. Social workers change more often than foster
home placements in many cases. The concept of the agency
. as the responsible institution .for child welfare in the
community that is constant in its conéern” does not appear
to be understood by the youths in this stwdy.. -

Systems theories can contribute to understanding
foster care. - In fact, the program cannot be understood
without discussién of relations betweé&:_ {1) the indivi-
dual in need of alternative living arrangements, (2) the
foster mother wﬁo opéns her home, and (3} the representative
of the community agency charged with responsibilities for
child welfare programe The importance of conéruence in

perceptions of system members has been shown in.this study;
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chéracéeristics:of subs&stem'members that tend to be in
rcongruént systems have also ﬁeen repor£e&_ With the contin-
uélly increasing need for élternative living arrangements
for youths, foster homevcare may not be the complete answer,
,but until further research has been conducted regarding
other living'arrangements, féstér homes will continue to
be the prime resource available in the community. Recruit-
ment and maintenance of those fosﬁef homes which best meet
the needs of youths piaced in them, must be the prime goal
of social workers charged‘with‘responsibility for locating
alternative accommodation, until étﬁer resources have
pro&en more efféctive.36

Application of social system analysis to findings
of this study afforded opportunity to determine the effects
on the system oif two_kinds of tension: that produced by
changes in system members, and tension which resulted from
incongruent perceptions betweerl members. The study, also,

produced further information regarding differing roles of

system members,

Further Research
This study wés based on peréepticms of individuals:
No baselines of dbjectiye défa were establishedf Further
.studies might first determine such things, for example, as
. "school achievement" by use of data.concerning grades
achieved, class standing, and scores on imtélligence tests.

Perceptions of system members might then be related to a
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core of objective data, rather than comparing perceptions,

alone.
' The fact that there tended to be differences in
youths' perceptions of their happiﬁess and how well they
were managing in foster homés, has been established. FJrﬁ.
fther studieS'ﬁight examine these variables in more depth to
arrive at characterological determinants or behavioral
prédictors'of youths who are most'ilkely<to benefit from
this typé of odt—of—héme care.

This gtudy lends itself to being tﬁe first part bf
a longitudinal series.  Questions future studies might
attempﬁ to answer include: Although ybuths in congruent
.systems tend to feel happier now , aées this necessarily
mean they will function better in adult life? 1Is today:s
congruent system more oxr less likely to be tomorrow's
setting for a fbster'faﬁily crisié? Are youths who ares able
to overcome the incongruent mgS;ages received from foster
mother and sociél worker likely tQ be more or 1ess.firm in
a sense of their own identity as yéung adults in their mid-
twenties? Does such ;‘strugéle, if there is one, enhance
self-reliance, or does 1t serve to lessen the individual's
feelings of competeﬂce? . - |

Many youths in the studymdid-not begin to receive
out-of-home care until‘they'were approaching the age that“
most young persons begin to emancipate themselves from
their own families. Foster care,lhowever, is designed pri-
marily for younger children in'ﬁeed of alternative living

arrangements for a period of time, after which they will
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return~to live with their own parents. In contrast, mény
of these youths themselves réquested aiternative accommoda-—
rtion be found as they felt'they could no longer remain at
home; these youths will probably never return to £heir own
parents' home as dependents. The alternative living )
arrangements'availabie in a éommtnity’aetermine the options
o?en to YOuthn who wish to leaVe.thgir own homes. Insti-
tutional care is available for the severely emotionally
disturbed or délinquent youth, but for the remainder the
only alternative is to move in with another family and re-
sume a dependent relationship witn parent surrogates.
Altérnanives to‘foster éare for oldgr'adolescents more
suited no their developing independence, such as boarding
homes, communal type living, and apartments, needs to be
further evaluated. Tob, the policy of making payments
directly to the 'youths, entrusting them to manage respon-
sibly, rather than continuing_én have payments made_directly
from the Welfare Department to the foster mother, might
serve to enhance thebdevelopment of indepéndence in youths.

Foster care is an example of a child welfare se?—
vice that is available fof children and youth. As develop-
ing, growing individuals they néed'théJconsisfency of
congruent communica%ion'from foster system menbers. When
incongruent expéctation and perceptions are communicated,“
'youths-tend to feel less happy and perceive themselves as
managing less well in the foster home. Adolescents in

foster care demonstrate that they have the ability to find
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altefﬁétive living arrahgeméﬁts, to cope ﬁith changes in
family.living, and to be paféners in the decision~making
Erocess régarding themselves.

This study.utilized sgcial.system theory to provide
a frame of reference within which the network of inter-
actions that'éormed the nucleus of any foster home cafe
system might be considered? Infbrmgtion x@garding £he im-
pactlof foéter‘home care on youths can be gained from analy—
sis of perceptions of system meﬁbers regarding the youths'
aajustment and coping behavior; Analysis of congruence in
perceptions of yoﬁths, their fgstér'mothexs, and social
workers; showed that thésé interactions could not be pre-
~dicted from knowledge of. each of these system members, gloner
Although previous studies examinédlindividual aspects of
care, this Study viewea'foster home care as a system of
interactions that primarily involved the youth, his foster

mother and social worker responsible for placement supegr-

vision.



FOOTNOTES CHAPTER V

lHughec would term this tendency an example of
f"hyper functionalism” in the social workers, if their train-
r.ing and experience as problem-solvers tended to make them
more likely to perceive dysfunctioning than adequate
functioning in c¢lients. Everett C. Hughes, "What Other?,"
in Arnold M. Rose (ed.), Human Behavior and Social Processes
(Boston: Houghton MifflinI Co., 1962), p. 124, :

2In the remalnlng four foster care systems the most
frequent type of congruence was a coalition of youth and
foster mother; cha:acterlstlcs of these four qut@ms are
reported in Appendix E.

3Reported in Dinnage and Pringle, pp. 173 and 150. 7

. 4Ellzabetn G. Meier, oOp._ c1t., p. 347. Of interest
‘are reports of two studies concerning adults who moved as
children from their own homes into institutional care,

Those who moved from their own families while still infants
were seen as managing less well than those who were not
separated until they were between the ages of two and four.
See M, L. Kellmer Pringle, "Emotional Adjustment Among
Children in Care," Child Care, XV (London, January 1961),
5-12; and Henry S. Maas, "The Young Adult Adjustment of
Twenty Wartime Residential Nursery Chlldren," Child Welfare,
42 (February, 1563), 57-72.

SRalph Colvin, (1962), p. 47.

6

Child Welfare Services, pp. 377-8.

7Trasler and Parker both reported that where there
was an own child of the same. age and sex as the foster
child, placements tended to be unsuccessful. - Op. cit.
Murphy reported that foster girls did better if f there was
an own older daughter in the home, but not if there was

an own younger cblld
8 nn .
Trasler, op. cit.
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9Workers in a New York City agency tended to per-
ceive younger foster mothers as being more adequate; this
was reported by Ralph Colvin, "Toward the Development of a
Foster Parent Aptitude Test" in Quantative Approaches to
Parent Selection (New York: Child Welfare League of
America, 1962), p. 47. Trasler found, however, that
success was associated with foster parentc over forty (op.
cit.; p. 219). Weinstein tended to concur with Trasler and
noted that younger mothers tended to "structure the place-
ment situation in terms of adoption rather than boarding
care”™, This created in the young person demands that were
incompatible with his own view of the sitwation and made it
more difficult for the foster parent to share the youth with
either the agency or natural parents, (melnsteln, op. cit.,
p. 53.) Parker, in a British study, found "a slight asso-
ciation between success and 1ncrea31ng age of the foster
mother”™ (R. A. Parker, Decision in Child Care (London:
Allen and Unwin, 1966), reported in Dinnage and Pringle,
p. 173;

lOParker reported that "the lower the economic class
of the foster parents, the more likelihocod there was of the
placement being successful®; Dinnage and Pringle, p. 173.

. The editors did not give an income floor for individuals
deemed by Parker as "most successful". Murphy, op. cit:,
noted that "poor risk" boys did best with skilled manual
workers'! families, but "good risk" boys did best in white
collar homes.

llWisconsin Department of Public ®Welfare, Focus on
Foster Pamilies (Wisconsin: Department c¢f Public Welfare,
1966), p. 10. e

12William Moynihan, "Reader's Foidm——DevelOping
Foster Child's Identlflcatlon w1th Agencv,“ Child Welfare,
42 (hpril, 1963}, 193 ' :

L3¢1ynn, (1963),-p. 6.
14 L.
Buckley, (1968), p. xvii.,
15 ’ - | : -
““Buckley, (1967), p. 207.
lGCharnley uses the term: "company manners period"
« to describe this first phase. Jean Charnley, The Art of

' Child Placement (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press, 1955), p. 51. . : .
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1 gadushin, (1967), p. 388.

18Charnley, p. 51.

lgChau:nl‘ey, p. 51.° .

20See, for example: Charnley, opn cit.; D. Jehov,-
"Empirical and Theoretical Develcpments in the Study of
Discontinuous Parental Love," Social Work, 23 (January,
1966), 8-16; Safah Stone, "Children Without Roots," Social
- Service Review, 27 (June, 1953), 144-152; Edmund V. Mech,
Wpractice Oriented Research'on Separation in Child Welfare"
in Miriam Norrls and Barbara Wallace (eds.), The Known and
.Unknown in Chlld Welfare Research (New York: Child Welfare
League of Amerléa, 1965), 40-77; Trasler, cop. cit.; David
Franshel, "Specialization in'the Foster Parent Role,™
Child Welfare, 40 (March and April, 1961), 17-20 and 19-23.

2lpuckley, (1967), p. 206.

225tud1es have shown that peop1e tend to rational-
ize away observatlons that are inconsistent with their own
beliefs. See, for example: Waldo Burchard, "Role Conflicts
of Military Chaolalns," American S001olog1ral Review, 19
(1954), 528-535; and Allen L. Edwards, "Rationalization in
Recognition as a Result of a Political Frame of Reference,"
Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, 36 (1941), 224-
235.

23‘I‘amotsu Shibutani, "Reference Groups and Social
Control" in Arnold M. Rose (ed.), Human Behavior and Social
Processes (Boston- Houghton leflln Co., 1962), p. 141.

2‘James 'E. Dittes, "Attractlvenass of Growp as
Function of Self-Esteem and Acceptance by Group," Journal
of Abnormal and Social Psychdlogy, 59 (1953), 77- 82. For
additional studies of group dynamics, see Dorwin Cartwright
and Alvin Zander, Group Dynamics: Research and Theory
(3rd ed., New York: Harper and Row, 1268)}.

25k adushin, (1967), p. 375.

20p0se Friedson, p. 209.

27Jona MlchaeL Rosenfeld, "Strangeness Between
Helpor and Client: A Possible Explanation of Non-use of
Available Professional Help," Social Service Review, 38
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" (March, 1964), 17-25.

28Findihcs of a British study, reported an older
foster child, dlscu051ng her memory of separation from home
as saying, "When I first met you I-hated wyou because you
were associated with the breakup of my home. I hated you
when you told me things and shut my mind because I thought
you could not know what it was’like". Kadushin, (1967),
p. 386. L . T ‘

29Walter Ambinder, (1962).

30Kadushin, (1967), p. 400.

31This_is consistent with Tabbert's finding that
workers, in the eyes of clients, tend to be perceived as
a "data resource" rather than ¥illing the more traditional
"therapist" role. Wynn Tabbert, "The Development of Social

" Competence: A Comparative Analysis of Social Work Practice;

(unpuleshed doctoral dissertation, Los Angeles, California:
University of Southern California School of Social Work,
1970). AnotherEStudy that corroborates this finding was
conducted in Santa Clara County, California: See "The Myth
of the Casework Relationship," AFDC "Services"--After Five
Years, What are the Results?, (Santa Clara Department of
Social Services, 1970), 20.

321pia.

33Flynn, alluding to the frequent changes in social
workers, noted that this -tended to lead to "a grow1ng
tendency on the part of the foster family to 'go it on
their own'". (Flynn, (1963), p. 6.) This study tends to
confirm Flynn's statement. T

34Weinstein, op. cit.

35Fanshel in Maas, p. 9%4.

36Group‘homes as resources for adolescents needing
out-of-home care have been reported in social work
literature; see, for example:; Arthur Greenberg, "Agency-
owned and -operated Group Foster Homes for Adolescents,"

. Child Welfare, 42 (April, 1963), 173-179; Norman Herstein,

"What is a Group Home?," Child Welfare, 43 (October; 1964),
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403-414; Irving Rabinow, "Agency Operated Group Hones,"

Child Welfare, 43 (October, 1964), 415-442; Miriam Schwartz
.and Isadore Kaplan, "Small Group Homes--Placement Choice for .
Adolescents, " Cﬁild Welfare, 40 (Novembery 1961), 9-13,

BN
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APPENDIX A
COMPARISON OF CHARACTERISTICS OF YOUTHS

IN TOTAL GROUP AND SAMPLE

1. sex
| , _ EQEEE © Sample
Male 31 (36%) 16 (36%)
Female ' | 35 (643) 29 (643)
2. Age
Total " Sample
16 ' 18 (21%) 8 (18%)
17 ‘ - 25 (29%) | 11 (24%)
18 ' . : 29 (34%i 17 (38%)
19 o ;;‘(13%) 8 (18%)
20 3 ( 3%) . 1 ( 28)
3, Ethnic Background'
Total | ' Sample
Caucasian - 47 (55%) : 26 (58%)
Negro 94(10%)--_ 5 (11%)
MexicanrAmerican 16 (19%) 8 (18%)
Other 14 (15%) | 6 (133)
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4., Age at Original Placement

‘ Total Samplé
Under 3 years 13 (15%) 8 (183)
4-9 years . 13 (15%) 6 (133%) -
10-15 years 30 (35%) 17 (38%)
16 years and older 27 (31%) 14 (31%)
-th reported C 3 ( 4%) -

5. Total Length of Time in Present Foster Home

Total Sample
Less than one ?ear 37 (43%) 21 (47%)
" One to 'three years 30 (34%) 15 (34%)
Foﬁr years or more 19 (él%) 9 (20%)

o

Total group N=§86

Sample group n=45



APPENDIX B

ADDITIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF YOUTHS

Education
Repeated a grade Yes 23 (51%)

: . No 22 (49%)

' Number of schools atterided

Number'. . Eiementary High School
1 | - 8 youths 3 youths
2 11 14
3 ‘\ 8 o 3 E
4 6 10
5 S 6 2
6+ .5 8

Not reported 1 ‘. -

Foster Care

Number of social workers assigned
One 7 (16%)
Two 14 (31%) -

Three 20 (44%)
or more
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APPENDIX C

CHARACTERISTICS OF FOSTER MOTHERS

!

Age of Foster Parents

Age ‘ . 'Foste: Mothers Foster Fathers
21-30 . 3 (78) 1
31-40.. .7 (16%) 4
41-50 _ 17 (40%) 12
| 51-60 | 13 (308) 13
61+ T 2 { 5%) | 5
Leﬁgth of Time Married Prewvious Marriagé;
Less tHan one year 1 ( 2%) Foster Mothers
1-5 yedrs o 2 (.5%) 18 (43%)
6-10 years 3 (7%) -
o Foster Fathers
11-15 years 4 ( 9%)
o ' : 14
16-20 years ‘ 3 ( 7%)
21 years . '= | 22 (52%)
Widowed, separated 7 (16%)
or divorced L
. ' Bpproximate Family}Income ' - .
Under $3,000 4 ( 9%) $9,000-10,999 8 (19%)
$3,000-4,999 5 (12%) . 11,000-12,999 3 ( 7%)
5,000~6,999 10 (24%) o 13,000¢ 5 (123%)
7,000-8,999 7 (16%)



Education .

Level . Foster Fathers 'Foster‘Motheré
None ' 5 (12%) -
Grades 1-6 | 3 (78) 3 (73]
| 7-9 | .10 (24%) 3 ( 79)
10-12 8 (19%) 13 (30%)
High School Graduétibn_ 15 (36%) 14 (33%)
ﬁniversity ‘ o ' l‘( 2%) 9 (22%)

Ethnic Background of Foster Mother

8 Caucasiaﬁ ‘ 29 (69%)
Black/Negro e 7 (16%)
Mexican-American- 3 ( 7%) -
Other 3 ( 7%) -

Foster Mother Work Outside Home?.

Yes 15 (36%)

No 27 (64%)

Number of Own Children

None 3 7%)
One 12 (28%)
Two . 5 (12%)
Three B 6 (14%) . )
Four -6 (14%)

Fivef 10 (24%)
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Number of Own Children S+till at Home

None 18 (43%)
One 14 (33%)
Two 2 ( 8 . L -
Three 3 (7%)

Fouf or more 5 (12%)'

Age of Youngest Child at Home

None 18 (43%)
Under 10 5 (12%)
11-20 19 (45%)

Length of Time Taken Foster Children

Less than one year 10 (24%)

Y

One or two years 10 (24%)
Three to five'years 5 (12%)
Six to nine years 10 (242)

Ten years or longer 7 (16%)

Number of Foster Children

One | 17 (40%)

Two : 6 (14%)
Three or four 4 ( 93)
Five to nine C6 (14%) )

Ten or more 9 (22%)
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*  Number of Other Foster Children Presently in the Home

None | 24 (56%9)
One - : 7 (16%)
Two 6 (14%) : -
Three : -3 (78)
Four:oﬁ more 2 (.5%)

Y



CHARACTERISTICS OF SOCIAL WORKERS

Marital Status

Religion

Ethnic Group

APPENDIX D .

(n=28)

Male 14 (50%)

20-29
30-39
40-49

50-59

Single

ﬁarried

Sepafated or
Divorced

Protestant

Roman Catholic

Unitarian

None given
Caucasian

* -

Black‘or Negro

Other

176.

119

11
6

21

Mexican-American 1 °

5

1

5

Female 14 (50%)

(532)
(252}

( 8%)

(14%)

(21%)

(67%)

(112)

(39%}
(21%)
(11%)

(283}

(752)

(17%)
( 4%)

1Y



- Length of Time with County Welfare Department-

Two years or less 12
Threé or four years 11

Five years or more 5

Time with Current Assignment

Less than one year 16
One or two years 8
: , .

Three years or more 3

- Unknown I

(42%)

X39%)

(17%)

(56%)

(28%)
(11%)

(42)

Responsible for Youths in the Study

- 20 (71%) workers had one youth

3 (11%) workers had two youths

3 (11%) workers had three youths

2 ( 8%) workers had five youths

O
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- APPENDIX E

CHARACTERISTICS OF FOUR FOSTER CARE SYSTEMS

" WHERE YOUTH AND FOSTER MOTHER

ARE MOST OFTEN CONGRUENT

IN THEIR PERCEPTIONS

i) Youths

.Age 17 3

19 1

.Age First Left

Own Home

ii) Foster Mothers

Age 41-50
51-60

61-70

(TYPE 2)

Infan£ 2

14-16

2

Length of Time Fostering

4 years
6 years
9 years

l0+years

1
1
1

178

Sex Male 2

Female 2

-
»

Time In less than one

year 2
Present
. 4 years 1
Home

ot

10+ years

Education
Grades 10-12 2

H. 8., Graduation - 2

Number of Foster Children

2 1

10+ 3
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Number of Own Children Other Foster Children at

1 1 : . o Present
2 1 | o - 2
3 1 1 - -
5 1 2 1
3 1

iii) Social Workers

[

Sex Male 2 Marital Status  Ethnic Back-

Female - 2 "Married 4 Ground

Caucasian 4

Age 20-29 2 Tim&*Known Youth
30-39 - less than 1 year 2 -
40-49 1 1-2 years ' 2

50-59 1



APPENDIX F

YOUTH STUDY INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ' -

GENERAL INFORMATION

Youth Study Number

Youth Name _ ] . Social Survey No.

-0

Address . Telephone No.

Foster Parent Name

Social Worker Name ' District No.

M3

Interviewed by

Date _____ Time Began End Approx.

s

Length

Place ofﬁInterView

Private ’ . °  Others Present
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IITI. CURRENT SITUATION

0.

la.-

1b.

lc.

2b.
2¢c.

3a.

3b.

3¢c.

I ' 181

YOUTH STUDY SCHEDULE

We ﬁant to aék'you some questions about how
youﬂre getting along now, how you feel‘aboug
cerﬁain things and your opinion on certain
SQbﬂects.

One§thing we've béeh tqlking about with young
pegﬁle is what kinds of things they do well and
egjdy doing. What are some of the things that
you do well and enjoy doing? |
How?much do you ge£ a chance for o thesé

days?

" What are some of the other things that you enjoy

doiﬁg in your leisure time?

About how many evenings a week do you spend
awaj from home?

What do you do?

How do you spend your weekends?

Do ﬁou'belong tc any groups or clubs at school

or in the community? Yes No

~Which ones?

Do Y6u attend reguiariy?.
Would fou rather spend your spare time:
alone ", with one or two friends _ , with

a group of friends -, other ?

B Emr———pn

*Those questions asked each member of the foster care
system are marked with an asterisk (¥).



5a.

5b.

5¢.

5d.
~ ba.
6b.
6c.

*7a.

. 7b.

*8.

*¥10.

llc.
11d.

12a,
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Do foster parents encourage you to bring your

~friénds home?
Same sex _s Opposite sex ;, both .

If foster parehts permit this, do yoﬁ feel

comfortable or not in inviting them?

ﬁhyﬂis that?

Do you go out on-datesz

Do'&ou go steady? |

For;how long? .

How do you feel that you get along with the

other kids yourage?

Why is that?

.Taking all things together, how happy would: you

say you are these days?

Compared,with.others your age, how would you
rate yqur_physical~appearance?

Whi@h of the follé&ing best describes your

usual health right now?

What is the longest period of'time that you have
ever béen'in_bed for sickness or an accident?
Howfmahy times have you been sick in.bed (as

much as a day) in the past year?

v

Have you missed any school because of sickness?
If yes, how much?
How many times have you been txéated by a doctor

(outsidé of school) for injurv or accident in
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the past six months?
12b. - Do you téke anyvﬁedicine,of'pills prescribed
by a doctor?
i2¢., Do you take any medicine or pills not prescxibed
by a doctqr?
13a. DS you get severe headaches?
'13b. Do you have asthma?

13c. Do you have any allergies?

. MONEY: "Now I have séme guestions about money.

l4a, Do you have spending money?

14b. ‘Whefe does iﬁ come from?

'157 Is the amount of money.that you have available

;, less than

about: the same as your friends
most of your friends m&re than your
friends - .

16af Now; ali in all, how do you feel about the money

you‘have~~is it enough.for you, oOr coula you use

more? Enough __ need moré_”_-.

le, Can you teil me thé feasons you'd like more
n@ney?. | _

16d? All in ail, how much'woﬁld'you say kids your age
need to, have? '

16e. Should kids.your age in foster.care.get an
allowance from the Welfare Department?

l6f7' At what age?

17a. As far as clothing is concerned, do you have



17b.
17c.
174.
l7ee
18a.

18b.
18c.
19,
10k .

20.

21.
21la.

21b.

21c.

214.
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“about as many clothes as the others in your

‘class at school?

Are they the right kind?

If no, why not? : | _
Db you choose your own clothes?

Wﬁo goes with you?

Do you have transportation when yoﬁ need it?
Is,it easy ‘or difficult £o get transportation
to gélplaCes? |

Why'is~thaﬁ?

What~chores do fou;have to‘da in the home?
How do you feel about déing these things?
From your experience in the home, dé you feel
you're learning enough éo be able to manage your

own place by yourself later om?

Regarding yourself, how do you feel about:

Smoking? _ harmful uncertain
_____not harmful' ______no opinion
Drinking?-wwﬂ_ harmful uncertain
not harmful no opinion

Marijuana?

harmful uncertain

- —————

not harmful no opinion
Speed or barbiturates?
harmful uncertain

not harmful no opinion



21e

22.'

23.

24,

25a.
25b,

25c,
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LSD?: “_;; harmful . ______uncertain
| not harmful _____no opinion
When kids your“age get into trouble (beéome
delinguent) do you think this is generally a

result of: a) Not knowing better =~ ,

P )

b) Knowing it's wrong but not caring '

¢) Chance or very great temptation =

d) «Just doing what everybody else is doing = &
what do you think of the police?

| generally pretty good (doing a satisfactory

- job).

very uneven in their performance (some do

good, some bad). -

are unfair, and sometimeés, even are brutal.

By and lafge, do you think kids c¢an learn from
the older generation?

HOW‘do.you regardmfeligion?

Are you an active member of a church?

If yes, what church?"

Next we have some questions about how you're feeling

these days--some of the things you're happy about,

and some of the thihgs'yoﬁ're not too happy about.

26.

27.

What are some of the things that you‘feel pretty
happy about these days?'
Many kids have told us about thingé they're not

completely happy about. What are some of the



Iv,.
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things you're not £oo happf about these days?
28, If you could chaﬁge yourself <£n some way, £ow
| would you want to change? ' |
29. Compared to yoﬁr life today, how do you thiqk
things will be in ten yearé from now--do you
tﬁimk £hings will be happier for you thén they
are now, not qu;te as happy, or what?

30. Why is that?

PREVIOUS 'OUT OF HOME. CARE

0. Now ' let's talk about your having to live away

from home.

31, How old were you when. you first left your own
home? *
32, What was the reason for your £irst having to

{
leave home?

-33a. How:many foster homes have you been in?

33b7 Which foster home has meant the most to you?
33cf (I£ the présent.one;) How long did you stay

- therxe? |
33d. Why do you feel it meant more than tﬁe otheré?

33e. How old were you when'you moved there?

PRESENT OUT OF HOME CARE

0. Now let's talk about where yow're living now.

34, How long have you been with Mr. and Mrs. ( 1?2



_35a.

35b,

35c¢c.
*36,

37a.

37,

41b,

42.

*43a,
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‘Who was mainly responsible for your coming to

thiS home?

Do you feel that you pafticipated in choosing
this home? . S . -
If yes, how?

How:are you managihg in this home? .

As you look at it, what do y@@.partidularly like
hboﬁt this home? | u

AS you lobk at it, what do youm particularly
disiike about thisjhome?

Do you have your own room?

If no, wdula you prefer ﬁo have your own room?
How much time do YOu spend in yvour room? -
How about the food? 'Ié it o.k:?

Why?

Are there other kids in the home?

If yes; how many? |

How do you get along with them?

- What are some of the things you like or dislike

about your foster father?

What are some of the things you like or dislike
about your foster mother? |
What kinds of things.do you talk over with your
fosterlparents?.

How would.your foster parents deal with you if

they didn't approve of what you did?
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*43b. How dd you‘feact-to that?
442, Living in ybur éfesent fos%ef home, have y;u héd
any;trouble with the law over curfew?
44b. Any:other problems witﬂ the law?

44c., If so, what?

Sometimes if children wha'live iﬁ foster homes visi£

their‘families, it seems to nlake things easier for

them, buﬁ‘for soﬁe children it seems to make £hiﬁgs

‘harder.”

45a. Would you recommend that young people in foster
homes haVe cbntact with their families?

. 45b. Why do you think that? -

o

46. Are yourxr parénts living?

46a. Do you know where your mothéf is?

46b. Where .is she?

46c¢C. How,offen do you have contact with her?

46d.. Vist Letter Telephone call L

~47a. Do you know where your.fathe£'is?
47b. Where is he?
47cf How‘ofﬁen.do4you have contact with him?
47d7 Visit ";”m Letter‘;;*”'Telephone call ;;w;.
4éf Do you have any brothers or sisters?
48a. Do you knoﬁ where they are?
48b? Wheﬁe are they?
48c, When did you last have any contact with them?

484. Visit - Letter . ~  Telephone call = .,



VI.

49%a..

49b,

*¥50a.,

50b.

50c.

%51,

*52,

53.
.54&.
54b.

’help your situation in foster care?

189

Do your foster parents éncourage you to visit
yOu& own parenﬁs or reiative;?

Have your'foster parents‘ténded to welcome your
own parents or relatives if they v151ted9 )
How often do you usually see your 5001al worker?
When was the last time you saw the social
worker°

Was.lt your 1d@a to see hrm/her oxr his/her

1dea to see you°'

What do you see as. the_job of the social worker

who comes to see you or your foster parents?

What has your social worker done to improve or

How many social workers have you had?

Which was the one you liked best?

Why?

FUTURE OUT OF HOME CARE AND ADULT LIVING PLANS

O.

55.

56a.

ments,

Explain "living on bwn"; describe different
possibilities for independent living arrange-
Thimking about kids your éée living away from

their own home, what do you think would be the

best liviﬁg arrangements for them?

Would you particularly like living in a "group

foster home" with other boys (girls)'around your

age?



56D,
*57a.
57b.
58,

59%a,

59b.

. 60.
61.
62.

. 63a.
6351f
63b2.

‘6da,

64b.
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Why ?
Could you live on your own?
Why do you think that?
If ybu were to live .on your own, what type of
living arrangements would be best for you? _

Living on your own, how much money do you think

-you'd need a month? Total o

Of this amount, how much would go fors:

e food . transportation
~ rent ___ - clothing
recreation ' other Revised Total

What experience have you had handling money?

If you were living on your own, you would have

»

‘a great many responsibilities. Which do you

think would be the most difficult things to do?
If you were living alone and got in trouble, who
would you call to help you out?

Now let's look ahead in ydur future, do you

expect to marry?

(Male) After your marriége would you expect or
want your‘wife to work?

(Female) After yoﬁr marriéée would you expect
or want to work?

After you marry, where do you want to live?
Would you prefer to:

live in an apartment

i,



VII.

65a,

65b.

EDUCATIONQL ASPIRATIONS

Q,
66a.

66b.

*67.

68.

69.

70a.

70b.
71,
72.

73.

74.
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rent a house
live‘in a hsuse you were buying
____live with parents or relatives

other (specify)

Do you want to have children?
If -yes, what size family would you like?

Noﬁiwe want to talk abQut school,éfk??
What grade were you in in 1968-69?
What are the things you like and/or dislike ne
abolut school?

How well do you do in school compared'ﬁo others
in_yoﬁr classes? =

How! hard do you think you work in school com-
paréd‘to other students in your class?

Doing well in school depends on many things?
What things do peagie have to do in ordér to do
well in their classes?

How good atreader do you think you are compared
with others your age?

ﬁow*much do you like reading?

How many elementary schools have you_gone'to?
How mahy‘schools have you gone to since grade 772
Wexe you ever held back a grade in school? If
so, what school year? ( ).

Do you plan to finish high school?



75.
76.

*77a,

17b.
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Is there anything that might keep you from

graduating?

If you decide to leave, could anything influ;
ence you to stay? What? o

Do you think you'd like to comtinue your educa-
fidh after high school?

If so, what type of edQcation?

VIII. VOCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS

0.
78a.
78b.
" 78c.

79.

80.

8la.
81b,
Slcf
827

83.

N&w, let's talk about employment and jobs.,
Do you want to work this summer?

Do you have a job for this summer?

~If yes, what.is the type or kind of job you

-
»

have (hope féf)?

In terms of your future right after leaving
high schdol} what do you.want to do?

Why did you decide that you wanted to do this?
Have you taken any vocational aptitude tests or
other test§'regarding four abilities?

If yes, did your'school consellor discuss the
resulté with you?

In &éspéct to these tesﬁs;iwould you like to

take: some, " more, . none,

Who' have you talked to regarding your plans? .

(If frequent, mark F).
Of these persons or others, wno do.you think

would be most helpful to you in achieving what
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you ‘want toido?

84a. What might standﬁin the way of achieving your
job or training plans?

84b. Do ybu believe‘that'race or religion will be a
Factor? |

84c. Do ?ou think there.are'any physical or health
factors that will affeCt‘your job or training
plahs? | |

84d. If yes, what are they?

85. In fhinking about Qofk, what are sbme of ﬁhe
more important things to you in a job: (Number

in order of importance).

. 86a. What do you élan to do about military servigce?

86b. Attitude seems to be:

positive negative indifferent

Thinking back about some of the things we've talked

about (enumerate section headings), is there anything

you'd like to add?

Can you think of any things that can be done to

improve the foster home program?






