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THE TMMIGRATTION AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF CANADA

There 1is a landscape which many times has been viewed
but the écuntry beyond which is as yeb, 1argely an unexnlored
area, and that is the relation between Immlgratlon and the P
cultural development of our beloved dominion, Canada, Untll
recently, perhaps, it has been moskh difficult, if not well~-
nigh impossible to penstrate the‘interior, hence accordingiy
those who have had their interest aroused,'(always tha,adven-‘ o
turous and couragepus spirits) havé been foneed to content
themselves with a discoverer's survey of the fringe of this
vast and wealbthy bound. A scan of the horizon with a keen
and whetted appetite for a knowlsdge of what is beyond has
unfortunately, until reéently, had to suffice. 3Bubt nowadays,
thanks to various means, publicity, an awakened intelligence .
(d:'should one say an "awakening” for the intelligence is
still drowsy and hardly as alert as when wide-awake, among
altogether 500 many of our people) among citizens in oeneral.
and notably the Canadlan.Paclflc Railway whose device (by
device we mean in the heraldiec sense) wWe shall dlscuss, it
is beﬂomlng increa31ngly easy and moreover d881rahle 1f not
interestlng and 1mnortant 1n the name of Canada and Canadlan

socleby, to: embark on an exnloratlon trln -- a carefnl invest- R

1gat10n and search — 1nto the heart of thls great hltherto
uncharted territory.,fin“‘

Before ascertalnlng how the Canadian Pacifie Rallway has

made possible the means of awakenlng the sleeping multitudes
as to this desiranle and important voyage of reseafch, one
might profitably pause to consider just what there is %o
prompt him to engage in a mission of this nature, new that
the means are avallable anﬂ even inviting his effort. If the
1nqu1rer be cautlous and 1f he glve ev1dence of patriofic
concern he Wlll among many other thlngs gsoon find {and

. perhans be startled to-flnd) that"‘
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l. Practically one half of the populat ion of the vrairie
provinces has come within the present generation from conbin-
eﬁtal EuroPe.l

2. The Ukrainians, noted for settlements by themselves
in various parts of the west, now number approximstely five
hundred thousand (500,000); are now the second largest racial
group in the West and the third largest in the Dominion.z

3. Canada's "foreisn” population is two million

{2,000,000), the larger groups being Germans, Ukrainians,
Fimms, Bulgarians, Italians,'French; Orientals (Japanese,
Chinese and some East Indians). The Indian population is
104,894 while the entire population of Canada as given.in
1926 (there was a census that year in the Prairie Provinces)
is 9,389 500.5 |

4. In the sutumn of this year (1930 4.D.) 2 wnique
transaction took place in Raymond, Alberta, when a neat little
building, onece a Mormon Chapel, was disposed of by the

authorities of that cult, to .2 group of Japanese Buddhists.

On an appointed day, w1th all the pomp and ceremony of Buddhist

rltuallsm 1nclud1ng a parade that was over two blocks in length

mere than two. hundred Japanese nart1c1nated in fthe dedlcatory

service of thlS Buddhlst temnle (erstwhlle Hormon Chapel).

Peace is said to have been the main theme of the service
at’ whlch the dedicatory prayer and sermon was delivered in
Japanese by Rev. J. Nagatoni, a Buddhist prlest. Newspaper
reports would seem to indicate that these Japanese puddhists
have imported their own religion because NOTHING THEY HAVE

FOUND HERE so vitally sponsers, "Peace on earth, gead will
4 :
toward men"”

1
See Report and Statisties compiled by Dr. ¥. C. Stephenson.
2
Ibid. _ , . -
"Sixty Years of Canadisn Progress 1867-~1927" Published -
by Nationsl Committee for the Celebration of Diamond dJubilee
of Confederation.
4 o :
- Bee "New Outlook” Oct. 22, 1930,




5, Re-Crime, Onbtario for several decades has led the
vrovinces of the dominion in records of crime. I} is curious
that throughout Quebec and British Columbia have held sscond
and third places, respectively.5 At random,‘iigg% yéars are
selected from the ammual records of The Canada Year Book for

each of those years: ' : - .
1906 1910 o 1914 192%

Ontario 27,574 41,401 = 65,806 /9%, 33F
Quebec 14,524 18,514 34,149 . 35,060
B.C. 3,952 6,868 ' 22,69 24 42

Dr. Ernest Thomas has compiled a set of cﬁarts under the
caption, "Which Way Now Canada”, and published by the Board
of EZvangelism and Social Service of the United Church of
Canada. Some of these charts, for our purposes, are eﬁtremely
valuable, Especially is this true of three --.viz. No III
"Camadian Crime Increases” No. IV "Canadian Crime Waves”
and No, XIIT "Changing Population and Crime”.

-Chart III represents the increase in Crlme, with Ontarlo
Quebec and British Columbia in confrast with A1l Canada.  The
period is the decade 1918 - 1928 and the contrast is painful.
It should be noted that the basis.is the convictions per
100 OOO of nonulatlon fbr those ma;or offences known as
1ndlcbab1e cases. | | '

Beadlng the graph we find thair Crlme thrOughout all |
Canada from 1918 - 1921 had risem 120% but in BrlulSh Columbia,
'in the same perlod it had increased 200% and in Onmtario 130%,
while Quebec was comparatively gquiet. The next peak was in
1926 when All-Canadas for the four year period 1922-1926 re-
gistered 111% while Ontaric was 108%, B.C. showed 120% and
Qﬁebec repvorts her increase as 109%. But the years 1926-28
reveal an enormous ﬁpward rise in the eurves repreéenting
cach proyince. For all Canada it is 120%, Ontario 125%,
Quebec 139% and british Columbia 113%.

5 o .
See "Canada Year Book" for years concerned.




This graph sets forth some strange happenings. What
social change can explain the marked differences after 1922
and 1926% The startling increaselsince 1926 is.found in a
period of marked economic prosperity -- a condition nbﬁ usually
associated with crime, .Ohtario has ever been characterized
by her high degree of cirminality but the rise and fall of
the curve calls for consideration. British Columbia cannok
lay the‘biaéé fo the mixed charaéﬁer of its pbpulation -
that would not solve the problem of the variations, Quabec
has undergone no marked change in the character of its people;
bub see the serioums increase in crime during the last few years.

Diagram IV deals with the Maritime Provinces (Nova Scotia,
Few Brunswick and Prince Edwaia Island), and'@he'?rairie
Pravinces.(Ménitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta) as over against
the whole of Canada during bhe same period 1918-1928. For |
the fbﬁr years'léls-zs New Brunswiék reveals 160%-iﬁcrease,
Nova Scotia 123% and Prince Edward Island over 166%. (Prince
Edward Isiand between 1906-1914 had inc:eased more than 200%
in conviebicns and'senﬁénces‘fbrfall offences, bub thls gravh
-is more serious, in belng conylctlons per 1@@«@06 ef poPulatlon
">for indictable of;ences., The 1ncrease for all Cana&a 1918—22 '.
lwas 127% ~=g both P E.I.~anﬁ N. B. greatly in excess, Nbva Scotlakiu
- alone being under, and that only 4%,‘ Yet w1ll social cultures “
explain the startling changes -;lthe Maritimes have nﬂt und sr-
gone any considerable change in population. HNo immigrants
can be held culpable for this 1awiess condition of society in
the Maritimes. |

The three Prairie Provinces in which%the: non-English races
have mingled sxbensively present a curious ieading. Al11 Canada
1918-22 is 127%, Manitoba 126,76%, Sask. 143%, and Alta, 133%.
This makes a more credible showiﬁg than the Maritimes and es-
pécially when we remember the large foreigﬁ element in the west.
From 1926 on there is an upward rise in the curves representing

-all proyginces. Perhaps a greater increase is found in the

‘rweétern.thannthe eastern;provinces in this latfer mppnf (1926
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That would be the equivalent of iaying the bléme for the Great
Conflagration of Rome upon the inoffensive Christiasns who wers
living in the Imperisal city at that particular time. HNero and
others wouid haje known full well the fire would have ragéﬁ

just the ssme if there had not been a Christian in the metropolis..
It is true, that.criﬁe'is"on the imcrease in Canada, but‘it is
mounting in.those districts'wﬁereinithere is no appreciable
accéssion from immigratidﬁ.( €eZo the MaTitimes } as well as

in the Préirie Provinces which‘receive a large number annually —-’
weekly -- and even daily, for nof many moanths hence a popular
slogan was "A community a day passes through ﬁinnipeg westward”.,
If one should be disposed sbtubbornly to resist the force of

this data adduced from the records as published by the Dominien’
Burean of Statisties, and still persist in laying a large shars
of the blame and responsibility for this incressing criminal
tendégcy, upon the incoming strangers to our shores, let that
individual face the immigration for 1926, In the year 1926 ik
will be recalled every province in the Dominion.started on its
upward {and wayward) career in crlme. ‘The United Klngdom and

the United States that yeam furnlshad us W1th nearly-ﬁ?% of

,»,5 o .
the entrants inte our land. It surely would not 1ook well to‘

charge S0 many, whom we regard in the hlghest esteem with
coming over here and setting the country aflame'W1th lawless‘
caprice. )

Diagram XIII, "Changing PoPulatioﬁ and Crime” , reveals
the astounding fact that while the erime-nroducing oopulation
(there are ways and means by whieh this has been<aseertained
and it is based on data and statlstlcs from,the Dominion Bureau
by the Bureau's statlstlclans themselves all of which will be-
fully presented and eonsidered later) has not increésed beyond

($) ) . .
- P 136 "Sixty Years of Canadian Progress.
1926 [mmlgration from United Kingdom 37,030
" States 18,778
Or a2 total of 55,808 from U.S. & United Xingdom, out of 96 ,064,




180% from 1901 ~ 29 yet crime has increased over 450%., All
the factors entering into this unwholesome state of affairs,
as well as a fairly accurate statement of the position of
newcomers will be dealt with in a full mammer under the re-.
lation between Immigration zrd Crime.

. Enough has become the knowledge of the interssted student
to persuade him that érime is quite capable of perpetration
and flourishes without the aid of immigrants as well as with
their presence and any support they may gife ik, He will wantl
to investigate fully end will not allow thoughtlsss persons
to stampede him inbto a hasty judgment or untenable ovpinions.,
He will be forewarned that any who hold immigration to be the v
root of all evil, the cause 0of inereasing criminal tendencies,
degensration, degradatien, low wages and unemployment {for
statlstlcs are as nronounced about this as about crlme) re
simply shootlng'wide of all marks, or to use other nhraseology
areISPeaking in a zeal not born of knowledge. It is an open
guestion just how mueh an influx of strangers within our gates
Ebﬁid inflﬁeﬁce or alter.situationsiwhich our ecomomic ani
séeial cusﬁoﬁs have ereated —; inﬁother wards which we have
;created for ourselves w1thout any external ab31stance. Years
"g the Indlans gaid that the white man Was the harblnger of
bad-luck. He had, so ta speak unfcrtunate 01rcumstances
51ckness mlsery etc., in a satchelﬁand when he decided 1t
was oopportune he 0pened up and let the disaster descend upon
the Imdians. So when sickness, misery, death overtook them,
the Red Men said it is the white man -- he has brought this.
To this day, barbarians of a certain mental develcpment blame
an epidemic of some dread desease to the coming of the
missionary, trader or traveller as the case may be. The
principle is the same — he is a siranger, this is a strange
happening. .Cdnsequenﬁly it has come with him. The more
superstitioﬁs, of course, believe he can conbrol the situation.

‘How far have we emerged from the Indian-stage, or the super-

eﬁition of the barbarian, when we tolerate the blame for our.
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economic and social ills to be laid exclusively at the door
of the stranger within our gates?

6. There is SOmething to be gained from those who have
evinced, by coming to this couﬁtry, their desire to make
Canada their home. Phefhaps it is interesting and in the good
estate of the process_of Canadianization %o compute the gquantity
and quality of.our polygot population. That may be why our | '
government officials have adopted the poiiéy of mking pro-
vision in the columns of the census blanks for Polish,
Ukrainian, Chinese and all the other origins of our peovle.
But why not? Many will recall the frenzied attempt last spring
when certain agitators went after the scalp of the government
in power { a benevolent force, or an infuriafed wrath that
would not be %&?ﬁég‘?éea expressing itself through the Canadian
electorate removed this Angust body from Ottawa) becauss of
alleged ignoring of a proposal to provide a census blank for
"100% Canadisns”, Charges flew thiek and fast, some‘gﬁen of
an intimidatory nature, that there never has been any attempt
in this direction. Now, we knpw,'no government has ocecasion
to fear for ifs existeneé:if it should deside‘to svare itself
the trouble of makzng prov131on for bhe foreign orlgins of the
Canadlan people., It is Well we have such records for in future -
yearq we shall be able to gauge mor e accuratély than in the
past- or even at present our 1ndebtedness to the various grouns
for much of that wealth which we are absorbing intoc our national
and cultural life. Of course we believe and do not minimize
fthe desirability and importance of provision in a column in
the census blank for "Canadian”. By "100% Canadian” what do
these agitators mean -~ birth in Canada of children to parents
of foreign origing; birth in Canada to one parent Canadian”borﬁ,
and other parent forelgn born, or Canadian born child. of
Canadian born father~and Canadian born mother. Provision has
been made,'béfore this, for enumkerating the number of childrenv

born in this country to vparents who immigraﬁed to thig dominion

" from lands beyond the seas,




7, 'Yhere is a growing convichtion of the need for explor-
ation parties to carefully go over all the land in connection
with our task, and that is amply demonstrated by the efforts
launched by the National Committee for lental Hygiene in recanst
yéars and by the manifestation of dominion-wide concern resuls-
ing in the report of the Select Standinv Committee §n Agriculture
and Calonizatioﬁ entitléd "Mlnutes of Procesdings and Bvidence
and Report in Besnect to the bon31deratlon of the Subjeét of
Immigration, the Immlgratlon Act and Kegulations and the Wozrk
of the Departmenf of Immigration and Colonization™, Session

£ 1928 of the Federal House.

Now,uthe desire being keen t0 embark on a voyage of dis-
covery and explorabion into this interesting area, let us see
what the Canadian Pacific Railway has done to foster the means
and invite public attention. ror several years this enberpris~
ing railroad éompany has sponsored an amual gatherings of
various natiomalities within our‘borders, and called "Great
Weat Pestivals”, Th=se have at least revealed that Canada has
recelwed a wealth of culture and color from the more than -
seventy racial grouns who have come 0 her in the last quarter
of a century; we are told that each festlval has outdone in
success and has 1ncreased.1n.ponular1fy over the nre71ous
annual event For oaz performance alone one can.admlt that
it is no mean achlevement in natlon bulldlngs when moTe than
twenty of our country's racial groups can meet on a common
vlatform and in song,_dance and dress, each in 1its own racial
style and nationsal color, demonstrate the inherent racial culture
each possesses t0 contribute to the building oaf a greater
civilizabtion than Waé possible in the old homeland. A western
premier has said of thesé festivals, "Just as in the past the
Anglo-Saxon race has been enriched by the Norman, the Horseman,
and the Teutonic tribes, so to-déy Canada is gaining by the .

best charaeteristics thé:Ukrainiahs, Poles, Germans, Scandin-

avians and all other furopean folk bring with them to Canaga”,
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Taking this year's (1930) celebration, let me refer %o
an observer's article which is so exeéllent_that I am promnted
to quote from it at some length: |

"The Calgary Festival recently held was a vivid, colorful '
and compelling revelation of the varied raeisl origin of our
people, and a convineing and powerful demonstration of the
value of the culture they are eonﬁributing to the nat ional life
of Canada., Hers was proof that we Canadians are possésse& of
a wealth of cultural potentiality which if properly conserwed-
and skilfully developed will withowt doubt result in great
cultural achievements in our national life. Premier Brownlee
at the opening of the Calgary Festival said, 'We are helping
to preserve for our nation and the worl& something of the
enthusiasm which the workman feels in the work of his hands,
and which we are in danger of losing. It is only by .encourag-
ing the work of the hands that we can develoy the great artists
in our midst! —=--- A western newspaper says, "The festival is.
at once a revelation and an inspiration. It shbnld induce a
new apnreciation of the soacalled.foreign elément. Pheir song,

daﬁce, and,handcraft,'suggest'a devotion to, and pride in, the

‘1land of their fathers, No fair-minded person should seek %o

wrest from tﬁem this inborn ﬁfaiﬁ)_ What is of greater value to
us is thatxthéj are revealing a‘éﬁiture?tﬁat we shou&d.incorporahéf
inzb our owh; and a péﬁriotism which we also, if we will, can |
inéorporate iﬁto our owng | |

Our attendant was so impressed that, -- affer reminding
us of our cosmopolitan and polygot population (seventy-seven
racial groups speakiﬁg more than one hundred and ten languages
and dialects) mingling together in the building of a greabter
and a better civilization than the world has ever seepn,—- he
éxpresses himself in vigorous phraseology. "Races with centur-~
iesx of culture are here tovcontribute'their best toVCanada.

T o . g :
W. H. Pike, "The Foreigner, Culture and Color™

'See New Outlook, Sept. 3, 1930,
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Each of them haslan artistic and cultural contribution to make
%o our matiomal life, for each has its tradition and folklore,
traditions which reveal an inherent love for the artistic and
melodious., Let us recognize this, and patiently and lovingly
draw it out and work it into the pattern of our Canadian mosaie.
It is a worth-while effort because Canadian development is still
in its formative period. In folk song, folk dance and handi-
craftdwerk we ﬁéve the expfession of the best of our common folk
as distinguished from the expression of tﬁe individual artist
or genius, If we are to build up a Canadian tradition we must
encourage handicraft, thus preserving the individuality of the
worker, and his pride in achievement; With the folkx songs we
have the collective inspiration of the race expressed in song
and melodies, The traditions of the race form a mighty influ-
encs,'uncansciously‘workipg through the individual. By keeping
fresh the best traditions of the vdrious reges forming part of
our national life we are building citizenship and giving sitrength |
to the Canadianism of the future.” |

That we have been so slow to graqp the signlflcance of all
this, so reluctant to acknowledge any indebtedness to these.
newcomers from other climes, is bitterly lamented by our nar-
rator as he continues hls fasclndting description of impress-
ions gathered at'the Galgary Festival. "we are a great nation -=-
great‘in potentiality. We have-dlferitablevﬁreasure-house of -
almost unexplored riches. Handicréft exhibits, such és_our |
provincial Guilds are able to organize, demonstirate that the
treasure is already within our country. Our racial groups can
represent, in beautiful and cdlorful hand®ork, something eof
the artistic culture they have brought to enrich the life they
will help to prqdu%e in the new land of their adoption. The
whole exhibit at the Calgary Festival was a perfect riot of

color, Embroideries, -Tugs, tapestries, garments, Easkets,

flowers, Wood-carving, and a host of other handicrafts revealed
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a wealth of artistic beauty and a prodigality of desizgn and
color combination, Racial groups in the pictﬁresque costumes
of old-country peasant beauty and color were to be seen every-
where., BExhibits came from every part of Canada, practically
every group in our national life contributing. Tapeétries and
rugs of varied hueghung along the walls, glass cases héﬁsed
elaborate and costly embroideries; indeed, it was the most
valuable collection of handicrafis ever shown in Canada. Here
was a pleasing wealth of beauty., One saw the warm rich color-
ings of the Roumanians, the Serbs and the Ukrainians, the deeper
blues of the Hungarians, the subdued colorings of the Icelanders,
the gay, flashy trappings of the native Indians, It was a
reﬁelation. We are rich also in the possession of an immenss
field of folk music, When more than four hundred performers
from more than twenty racial groups, all in tradititonal costume,
can provide a fascinating musical illustration of the wealth
of their folk cultrue that attracts capacity houses in our
largest western theatres no one can gainsay that there is
treasure here, As group after group passed across.the'Stage
and added their color and contrasts to the fapid;y changing
‘.panorama one felt that Canada was the luckiest country .in ihe‘
WDrld, aﬁd‘that the Canadian peopie possess the potentialities |
of a great ﬁational life. Choristers, daneers, soloists, and |
interpreters of Icelandic, Ndrwegian, Hungarian, Polish,
. Roﬁmanian, Ukrainian, English, Serbian, German, Frencthanadiaﬁ
and other racial strains of artistic and cultural life revealed
in a striking manner some of the foundations on wiaich Canada
is to=-day building a new and better civilization. ~

The less we hold ourselves aloof from eur New Canadiaus,
the more we éppreciate and ﬁnderstand them, the deeper we shall
see into the'soul of them., The sooner we demolish the walls
that separate us and become conscious and eogﬁizant of their
worth as potenfial_canadians, the soomer will they see dsep

into the soul of us. Then and only thep, will we build more

stately mansions,




_ In a land of great material wealth such as Canada possesses,
there is the danger of a poverty of spiritual fibre which may
not enable us to see in the trappings of the most humble immi-
grant a bearer of gifts that may be a real conbtribution to the
development of the noblest and best in this young nation.

Marie Zibeth Colman in "The Immigrant” (Ryerson Press) stresses
just this thing: |
LN 3] Canada. Thou givest bread N

With layish hand--my body walks erect,

Well fed and sleek, for labor apt--

But my soul is a mendlcant kneeling for alms;

My heart is a leaf snatched by the wind,

Untimely done to death, and thou the tree.

But what is a leaf? Or why should the sound

O0f a beggar's cry clutch at the heart and blanch

The cheek? . '

Oh, blind! THE BEGGAR'S HANDS

ARE HEAVY WITH THE GIFTS HE BEARS FOR THEE."™ 8

The door to .this kind of knowledge is now wide open whils

information with essential material and data enough has heen
preseﬁted to invite our entrance. As we proceed 6ur first view
is the coming df‘pedple'fﬁ our shores, and, naturally we want
to know the 'wherefore and the why' of their setting eyes to=-
wards Canada, We will feel disposed to make a survey of, and
to conduect an investigation into the grouﬁs and classes of |

people who are arriving daily.

But before d01ng thls we may scan the horlzon, glancing \

over this whole question of comlng and goin | That glance w1ll

be enough to feed our minds with a host of thoughts, some of

which perhaps, will leave an 1ndellble 1mprint.upon our whole

outlook so that our understanding 6f those who come asking to

be fellow citizens with us of this great Commonwealth, will

be more adequate and our attitude and treatment more sympathetie, |

That glance reveals ——-- . |
The most casual survey of the population shows that man-

kind has ever been moving: the history of man has ever been

‘the dispersion. DNot dwe;ling on fhe travelling capacities of

man in the primitive agé”about which we know little, we make a

8 - . 7 o
W, H, Pike  "The Immigrant” ' in New Outlook Sept.3, 193C-




start with the period of savagery when the human tribes wan-
dered from pmace.to place causing mankind to be scattered over
the face of the earth. fhe finding and location of choice
places caused& a scramble for occupancy and habitation so that
fighting (the art of warfare) was introduced and first witnessed
—————————— ~the age then passed into the age of barbarism., From
NOW on movements are common and We may summarize briefly four
of these by which man makes a permanent change of residence.

i. Invasion,.which may be described as when a rude peoﬁle
with law culture but‘mnch physiecal virility.overruns the.territory
of a more highly developed people. For a long time this Wes |
the process from Asia t0 Europe; and the famous eccount of the
Goths going down the Danube and the Roman Empire msking terms
with them until after two hundred years, in the sixth eenfury
they go back north, is an example of Invasion. But brute force
and numbers prevail only temporarily beeause as civilization
cantinues~therreligion of the former (brute force and numbers)
dles out and that of the latter (ecivilization) prevails,

.?m Gonquest This is rather fﬁe impress of a new civil~-
ization by force of arms: - in other words, it is more of a ;
culture than a movement of peonle."When Rome‘fell her language-,?
and customs Were superseded. The influence on the raclal stock

- is verV slight and one mioht be tempted to refer to Brltish

historv for examples, as, the Brltlsh in India or William.the
Conqueror in England.

3. Colonization, When a progreseive and vigorous state
sends out bodies to setﬁle in certain specified localities the
regions chosen are selected because theyAare thinly poopulated
and those inhabitants who are already there offer little re-
sistance., Thus it will be seen that colonization is commer-
cial rather than military. In the days of the Roman Zmvpire
many places were regarded ds colonies, TFor instance Cologﬁe

was a famous colony“ but it was a colony in the Roman semse,

but not a colony aceordlng to our use of the térm, There was




a fort,6 and some soldiers and military'officers were garrisoned
at this péint. According to our use of the term Quebec and
Virginia were colonies, the former, of France, and the latter
of Britain., One must bear in mind the fact of two kinds of
colonies, a distinetion being made betwsen "farm" colonies and
those Xknown as "plaﬁtétion" colonies, The farm colony is set
up in regions that are similar to the homeland. It is almost
élways'agricultural -- its distinguishing feature belno that it
is a movement of famil;es and it naturally takes the form of
small holdings of land owned and cultivated each by one fémily¢
With the plantation colcny there is something tetally different.
&s 2 rule, it is a movement to the tropics from the temverate
zone, 0f individuals rather than families; the product is =
luznry {e.g. sugar, coffee ete.) rather than a stable commodity
{e.g. wheat, ocats etc.); there is not any hard labor assocciabed.
with the people who have migrated (this is ressrved for the
natives tc 4o or else negroes Ifrom Africa or Hindocs from the _
Fast Indies are brought out to o it). As the movement is largely
one of individvals, rather than families, and as one who migrates
t0 such =a place.will inlall probability have mény working his
~lantaticn, it is obvious that thére will be far more men than.
women and that normal famlly 11fe is an utter 1mn0581b111ty.
Forther, in a few years there w111 be seen'a somewhat changed
opulation as there grows up a large class of half-breeds.
Another contributing factor to the somewhat changed condition
is that the climate has an unwho;esome effect upon all people -~
those who migrate to such a place and alsc upon the natives,
It has been proven gquite conelusively that people in such climes
are not as dependable a3 those in northern parts seeecees many
therefore regard the drowsiness etc.,, produced by the heat as
responsible in no small measnre for the general laxity pré-'

valent and they endeavor to establish a connection between these

conditions which is productive of demoralization,
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4, Immigration readily distinguishes itself, indesd
disassociates itself, from any and all these other movements
of propulation., It takes vlace'over a single culfured aresa:
it is essentially an individual undertaking inducing an im-
provement of conditions for the imdividual. "Difference” is
the key-note. The new country is more thinly setbtled than
the 0ld and more spacious thus the ratio of man to men is
an important determining factor. The disparity in opportunity
esyécially for the future, is always reekoned with in favor of
tﬁe sought-after land as giving more hope and brighter prospects
for the childfen, with even a better chance for the remaining
earthly days of the parents themselves. Immigration may be
said to be largely a phenomenon of peace when man is free %o
move. It is t0 be remembered that this is also a selective
process for if a man is free to move, he must neseds have either
some money or credit, although he often receives aid from the .
government and frequently has'relatives out here., Since those
who immigrate are of a comparatively high degree of civiliz-
ation we can afford to be as generous as'thqse-last ment ioned

provisiéns will warrant, for we are not dealing with herdés,

as the Eomans 4id with. the Goths at thelr gate nor are we _
degling as southern parts Who recelved indlviduals who by their
plantation enterprises not only defrauded the large native o
population of just dues and 11ving wages but introduced
debauchery on such a scale as to utterly corrupt thé whole
country. Immigration does disassociate itself from the movements
of people exnerienced by.our ancestors, for it is distinetly

a modern movement originating in the nineteenth century. We
realize that it is not like Tennyson's "Brook"'which goes on
"forever"” but is a temporary thing ~~ like the flcw of water

from a higher to a lower level ~~ until there will be one level.
Already it has mudérated. When opportunities present fthem -
selves sufficiently in Europe it will cease from theré, hence
taking it all‘in all with every cowntry, ﬁhen conditions

become equal (when the level is reached) the flow of immigration

~will cease. In every case there is some definite purpose
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{e.g. The Moors driven from Spain, or the Hugenots from France --
the purpose was expulsion -- they emigrated because hhey had

to get out). Again, we have the purpose in migrations because

of penal colonies, Australia, West Indies, Virginia ete, Thus,
when we look out and behold the people pouring into this couwtry,
we say it is immigration, not travel, -~~~ they are coming with

a purpose --- travel is only aimlsss wandering.

The why and wherefore of this steady stream is that,having
been seized 0f the glories of liviné-ﬁnder the protection of
British freedom and justice, these éeoole have yearned to escabe
from the impoverished conditions, degradation and humilistion
imposed by conditions over which they have nev conbrol in thel
0ld home 1andsg, and have resolved to make a last despesrate stand
against such conditions imposing themselves upon their-children.
They have looked to Canada and there on the horizon have seen
hope blaze forth, They have rejoiééd to see the day of their
salvation draw near for Canada offers freedom from golitical
oppression and religious pefsecntion. Canada has a very small
ratio between povulation and land -- only about two per square
mile -~ thus the population is Sparée eV¥en after excluding the
uninhabitable parts. OCanada, the great hope of the future,
pfayides attraétion to peoples groaning under the injustice
of‘ﬁat having ﬁéd a chance to progress in life, whb have no. -
other dower than their own physicéi'strengéh. O0f course, as
far as industrial countries are concerned, the rearing of a
protective tariff makes it easier for the workman to come than

the goods which he produces.

9 .
While space will not permit a discussion of these,
yet since the war the rise of the "Minority Problem” has
added an acute burden, and should be mentioned. Briefly,
in the rearrangement of international boundaries in some
way a person finds himself deprived of one nationality

and utnable to secure.avother., Such a person belongs to a
minority who find %hemselves in a countIy governed by those
of another race who are numerically in the majority.

For a detailed account see ]
"fhe Central FEuropean Immigrant in Canada”

by Robt. England.
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As the official custodians of the rights of the Canadian
pecple‘have witnessed the incoming of immigrants to our land
they have observed certain tendenciés the result of which has
caused them to believe that immigration, generally speaking,
is apt to deteriorate in humen quality. OCoupled with this is
the fact that past immigration has been a stimulus to vprssent

and fubure arrivals, so much so, that by the interchange of

. letters and visitors, or other means a knowledge of conditions

obtaining heie amongst Wew Canadians was S0 persuasively and
advantagebusly spread that in one year less than seventeen

ver cent (17%) of the total number of aliens seeking entrance
through our ports were coming as strangers unacquainted with

any individuals out here (that is a number in excess of eighty-
three per cent of the arrivals that ysar were comihg to join
friends or relatives). Therefore, it is incumbent upoﬁ those

in auwthority over such matters to see to it that a careful
analysis and grading of all classes whd have come, 1 made,

so that only those who are giving promise of becoming desirable
and worbhy citizens will be permitted to induce ;ike-minded
friends, relatives and acquaintances %0 emigraﬁe from the old
land. At present we are disposed to accept immigration mntil
the normsl eguality is;egtablished in Furove and here, that is,
the same recognized level and sﬁéﬁaard of living. But until then, .
we can afford to détermiﬁe who Wiil be permitted to:come, for
moral values and worth must be rééognized in addition %o ohysigue
and prospsctive opportunity. We can no 1ongér be expected toO
hold out a welcome to all and sundry who would come otherwise
the deterioration would overtake the construction and upbuilding
of the standard for the fubure. If such Wefe the case Canada
would be the recipient of a stab in her heart from which of
course she could never recover. The Dominion Government, |

recognizing its r:sponsibility and the: seriousness of the sik-

-uation with réspect to the Canadian people and their future has

come t0 a conclusion, the basis of which was a discovery. UThe

discovery was that the better part of continental Zurope from

Which.to recruit future settlers for Canada is the
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western and northern section; the less desirable and more
dangerous areas are those to the south and east for the
farther one goes in these partsS the less-promising doc the
inhabitants become. The conclusion is manifested in the
action in recent years, which has divided ZEurone into three
areas for immigration purposes. In the preferred area there
are included France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Denmark,
Sweden Norway and Finland. The peonle of this sechion ars.
maiily of a type-accustomed to climatic conditions similar

to those prevailing in Canada, and have been found by ex~
perience to maks excellent settlers. Zvery encouragement, as
we shall presently. see, has been offered desirable immigrants
from these countries. The second section includes most of
the countries of Central Europe: Poland, Jugo-Slaﬁia, Czecho-
Slovakia, Hungary, Russia, Austria, Esthoniaj Roumania,
Luthwanias and Latvia., Canada can absorb a certain amounb

of immigration of themagricultural type from these counbries
provided theyvaie assured of employment eibher as labhorers

on Canadian farms or as farmers on their own sccomnt. In
erder-teipromnte this t&?e of immigration from this area the
Bepartment of immigration at Ottawa in i925ientered inko an
arranvemenf Wlth the Canadian Natlonal Rallways and the
Canaélan Pacifiec Rallway unﬂer whlch these companies recrult
agricultural settlers 1n'the countrles sPecifled giving a
twofold guarantee to the Canadlan Government: first, that
the immigrants selected were of the agricultural ty»e, and,
second, that they would place them in farm employment in
Canada. This,-of'course, did nbt in any way limit the right
of the Department fo rejeet any of these'proPosed immigrants
on the grounds of health, character, or general unfitnsess.
This arrangement will be discuésed,at length, at a later stage,
as}will also the attack upon the railways for their pfo~

clivities, by“the Hon. J. A, Merkly, Sagkatchewan, last spring,

Thé third'area of EuroPe‘consists mainly of those countries
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bordering the Mediterranean, and as far as we are concernéd
it is not at all desirable to have an influx of Italians,
Greeks, Syrians,‘Armenians or Turks. (The Slavie group
inclusive of some peoples in this area will be dealt with in
a full manner a little farther on.) immigrants of the agri-
cultural class from these counbries are admitted on comvliance
with the general provisions of the Immigration Act, but there
is no sgecial arrangement for promoting such immigration, In
passing'it may be pointed out that, as a_rﬁle, newcomers from
these counbtries do not distinguish themselves by their zeal
in agricultural pursuilts, rather the majority of these people
enter inbto various mercantile enterprises as shoe-shining

parlors, restaurants, stores and divers sorts of small trads.

Our survey and .investigation will be a rumning comment
on conditions in general (raﬁher than the listing of columns
of figures‘and the arranging in parallel fashion statistics,
which in themselves are lacking in the power to maintain
interest) with especial reference to specific data where it
‘has an important bearlno and should be c1ted in sunport of

vthe statement made.

I CONTINENTAL EUROPE The Preferred Ares

" Little need be said by way of introduction to the in-
dustrious and thrifty habits of the French who have by a long
and glorious history in "New Prance” left an indelible impress
upon Quebec and all Canada. We cannot.bub admit it. The fact
is, as was the case with one who replied to a friend of mine
spending his vacation in Quebec, upon my friend's inguiry as
ﬁo his racial origin, ."Je suis Scotch". My friend had put
the question in the English language bubt the resvondent was
§5 indebted to the French that for a moment he fOIDOu and began
to reply in that tongue then suddenly catching himself, he
continued "Scotch".. FHe was a Scot who had almost become
French, dJust as he}found himself unable tc get éway from his

1ndebtedness so must we admit ner;orce that we, as Canadians,

cannot tear'o' selves awa'ffrom*the Erench.whlch manlfes-s
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itself in so many ways in our culture, our national 1ife and
our glorified Cangdian civilization, whethsr we are disposed
t0 admit it or not.

When one thinks of Belgium he thinks of Six millions of
veople crowded into an area of 11,373 square miles, or thres
times as many people as are in the provinée of Guebec with an
area sixty-two times as large. Holland has sbout bhree hundred
and fifty-five persons ver square mile, and must protect ab
gieat labor and expense hér land from the ravages of the sea,
Phe most densely populated part of Canada has not more than
forty-four persons to the square-mile, while taking the Dominion
as a whole, according to provincial population per square mile
of provincial Lerritory, the average is 10.312.10

We know how the people of the Netherlands are driven by
Sheer necessity fo intensive farming not allowing even one
foot of earth to be wasted. We, in Canada, welcome these
people sssuring theﬁ of a hearty reception where their skill
and industfibus energy commends itself and finds scove in the
vast tracts of uncunltivated land.

The Scandinavian group comprises the pé0§le frdm Denmark,i
Hbrway, Sweden and Icelana, who are gaid by many observers to
rank among the best of}éﬁr immigrants. Aé a group, and as
individanal classes, ﬁhey‘ﬁavé ;iwgyé maintained a very‘imw
ratio of deportations tgladmiSSiqns.ll Thrift and hard work
do not breed feeders for the mischief-making class, and one
has only to look at the mational life of.these peoples for =
revelation of their tireléss energy and industrious spirit.
Iceland was visited by*many'of her sons from Canada this pask
summer when the one thousandeth Anniversary of the Opening of
her Parli=ment was celebrated in great pomp and splendor.

10 S ' '
"Sixty Years of Can. Progress™ P, 33 Chart "Popln. of

Dom, 1867 and 1927 by provs. from which figures this average
is compubted,

11
Seeo discussion under "Crime" farther on,
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This island is obliged %o import food stuffs yet there. is
intensive indusﬁry in gardening, fishing and the raising of
sheep and cattle. Thére is also the scientific study and
teaching of agriculture while general education is encouraged
t0 a high degree, even in places where the establishment of
schools is difficult the situation being met by teachers
travelling from place to place and giving instruction in the
home. FPaved roads and automobiles within the extrenmely
limited,distances of the capisal besﬁeak the ambitions of the
peonle to progress by the‘aid 0f mordern methods and invenbtions.
Those Icelanders who have come have not put forth any
determined effort to segregate themselves but reveal the
possession of characteristics essential for a worthy type of
Canadian Citizenship. They have shown a2 keen interest in
publiec affairs, are well represented in municipal and provineisal
government,‘promote educat ion and contribute to the membership
of the various‘professions. In addit ion to the use of the
English language, they are able to keeo in touch with their
mother—tongue through the publication of several papers in
Icelandic. PFrequently onevmeets'with the English form of the

Icelandic name, which gives evidence beyond any other measure, .

' of the desire of these Pebple to give their very best to the

cultural development of our Cansdian future.

-Horway and Sweden have all_to_be_said in the favor of
théir pé0p1es that is said in eétiméticn4 of the capabilities
and value of the Icelander as a worthy orospect for immigration.
The education is superior because of the possibilitj of wider
achievements among greater population in both of these
counbtries. In Sweden education is compulsory for the ages
seven to fourteen, and the annual expenditure for this is
about twelve million doliars. In Norway the rurgl.schools
are distinct from city schools and come under special regula-
tions, About two and one-half millien dollars are s@eﬁt on

the rural siéé and children attend from six and one-half tp

fourteen years of age, The influence of this system of
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education mpon national life may be inferred from the fact
that qnly about twenty-two per cent of the population live
in the.cities in Sweden, and hence both there and in Norway
may be found a vigorous and intelligent ?ural life., The
Scandinavian peonle are accustomed to a rigorous climate;
they are acquainted with agriculiture, forestry, fishing;
they,ére known for honesty, hospitality, vatriotism and love
of freedom; they insist on perféct toleration in reiigion
thoughk the state church is Lubtheran, and when they eﬁigrate
%0 Canada they bring these virtues with them., Hence they
assimilate quickly, intermarry with Anglo-Saxons, acquire
English, become interested and achive in the life of the
state, and although conditions in Scandinavian countries are
almost t00 prosperous-to promote - -extensive emigfation yet it
may be hoped that a steady, even if a small, flow of these.
ople 0 our land will be.mainﬁéined.lz Something remaing
to Be said in resvect to the two countries of the prefefred
arsa, not yet mentloned in detail, Germany and Finland.
The figures here adduced-ln‘connection with the agricultural
class from these counbtries, are highly signifieanﬁ and Weil
worthy of commanding our attention in view of the economic
depression during the nast few years amonbst the farmers in
the westerm prov1nces, and in 71ew of very deflnlte nr0~
noﬁnmements from such bodies as the Unlted Farmers of Canada,
Saskatchewan Section, at their-Moose Jaw Convenbtion 1927
vurging that "all immigration acﬁivities should cease until
the whole gquestion has been thorcughly examined on a scien-
tific and economic basis“15 (This aspect will be fully
considered under the discussion of various propoéed remedies
123uring the Seven Fiscal Years ended March 31, 1927 the
immigration from the Scandinavian countries was 18,061 adult
mele farmers,and 2,005 female domestic ssrvants,
The German and Finnish immigration during the same period is:
Germanrl@¢242 edult male farmers and 2,361 female domestie
servants; Finnish 11,605 and 2,650, Yet in 1927 the immigra-
tion from non-nreferred areas was 165% greater than from the
preferred countries. See p 782 also p 761, Revort of the Select
Stanﬂigo Committee on Agriculture and Immlgratlon 1928,

Select Standing Committee's Report 1928 p 822. Also
resolutlons from Alberta etc. '
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by'representative Canadians). It is curious to discover that

about as many German immigrants have come to Canada within the

last eightlor ten years as came in the twenty years 1900-1920
when 33,834 arrived. To be exact, the following are the

| Tmmigration Office's Returns for the period 1920-1928 inclusive:
9,411(1928) The rapid increase from 1922 may be explained

12,540(1927) . by the fact that prior tec May 9, 1922 a money

7,356 gualification which varied in different veriods

2,215 was in effect. Exempbtions were granted to the

1,769 farming class and to relatives of certain degreeé.
216 Cn May 9, 1922 this money requirement was ab-

178 (1922) rogated in favor of all classes (farming and

137 (1921) others) of British subjects and residents.of
__ 12 (1920) the Continent north of the German Line. In
33,834 1926, however, this beneficial treatment was
extended to Germany. Scanning the returns for this nine year
period it is gratifying to note that 26,143 or over 77% of
the entire number, are listed under the column, "Férming
Class”, and the destination of the m= jority was the Western
Provinces. On the whole this is gratifying as the German
- -agriculturalists both in Onbtario and especially in Saskatchewan

where they ferm so 1arée an element of the pooulation, are
>a desirable and satisfactory class of citizens. The Fims
have béen aAproblem to Canada until more recent yearsv-- in
all probability the unregulated and disaétrous policy of our
government during the first-half of this périod%&rom 1900 to
the present, in admitting all and sundry allowing steamship'
and railway companies to dump as many as they could bring
over, has been responsible £6r the trouble exvnerienced with
the "undesirable element™ in former years. Let me quote |
Professor W, G. Smith, " (Pinns) ..... there are at least
two distinet fypes, one the educated type who, sharing in
the better outlcok that even elementary education brings,
is engaged in some form of commercial life, 1is industrious,'

Aliaw-abiding, and seeks as a resvectable citizen the rights




and privileges of naturalization; the other tyve is.pronpunced

by the bebtter class of Finns to be recruibted from the mosh
ignorant and immoral of all the emigrants from Finland, These

are engaged mainly in unskilled labor, especially in mining
industries, and information regarding their mode of life in
frontier towns lends definite color to the view that they

are not at all burdened by over-devotion to the land wherein

they find the means of livelihood., But lack of education

combined with severe physical labor, can hardly be expeched

t0 always produce a pronounced patriotic ferver, and in the

case of this second type of Finn produces a denlorable

hostility to established institutions, pblitical and religious";lév
_In my limited experience I have eome in contact with both |
classes as here described and from conversation with others

who in other districts have seen this seeond tyve, would

hazard a general statement that the ¥inn of the first type

is congenial and associates freely in a social and business

ﬁay with other pronles, Whéreas a sharp line of demarcation
gseparates the ¥inn of the sscend typé from_associating with

any others than those of his own ilk {i.e. second type ¥imm).
‘Phese have been kunown to go into an abandoned mining camp

-;nd aweil together in the deSefted houses, matters becoming

so deplorable and obnéxious that authoritative interference

has been necessitated.15 I am told that this type hés been
found . in small segregated clusters in the bush of the Parry
Sound district, where they live a life of debauchery, and

cut some wood o proverbially, "keep the wolf from the docor”,
not to make ény money. Thrifﬁ and progress ciearly distinguish
these two groups. We rejoice to observe that during the last
ten years out of over twenty~five thousand arrivals from

Finland, considerably more than fifteen~thousand have taken

14 , :
A Study in Canadian Immigration pp 215, 216

15
Deserted mining camp of Giroux Lake, near Cobalt, Omnk.,
famous by way, as once the home of Dr. Drummond where he wrote
many of his poems.
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up life on Canadian farms and a very small number, one per
cent or less of the entire immigration for the decade, is of
classes productive of tﬁis second-type of Finn.

Of these counbries in the preferred area Holland is the
only one which vermits any advertising vpropaganda or publicity
to be carried on. The Canadian Government Immigration Officers
stationed in the other countries therefore merely give advice
when it is sought and are mere or less for reference. This
hag its attractiveness because inbtending emigrants will not
ingunire uﬁleés they are assured of ability to proceed since
medical ingpection takes place before embarkation. Does tkis
fact in the light of the numbers coming 0 us in the past
decade not argue well for the class of people who ars being

attracted to Canada?

| CENTRAL AID SOUTEERN COUN'RIES

Some persistent guestioning as to why a distinction
was made betwéen Kkuropean countries classifying some as
preferred and obhers as non-preferred, was indulged in af
one of the sessions of the Committee investigating the whole
guestion of Immigration during the session of 1928. Somethlng
definite was lent to the dlscu331on When one member raised
the ¢umestion as %o Why Germany Was listed among the "nreferred“
while Austria was de31gnated as a non-preferred country. o
Hr, W, J. Egan, the Deputy1Min1ster, explained that he was
not defending the O?erations cf his depértment, but was there
at the request of the Committee to explain, hence, the
classification was a matter of policy. He admitted thst
the Austrian people are of t he same type as the Germans bub
while you will give them some eonsideration if you find
them in the country distriets, "yet the actual facts are
that Austria is very, very limited as far as men ohysically
£it or with farm labor experiéﬁée is concerned., If is mére
a maSter of 6itj life with them.ﬁ He continued his ex-

nlanation by saying that there is not the same degree of ';“ﬁ

organization amongst the peoples of these countries as thers
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is north of the German Line., Hence the feeling of his
department is that it is not in the best interests of Cansda
to encoufage immigration from this region and yet endeavoring
to be fair with, and the guardian of, immigrants ( even those
from countries now in the non-preferred area) and not wishing
to place any obstacle in the path of a worthy prospect who
has been fired with ambiftious intent and dnticipatesrentering
Canada from ﬁhis area, has dealt in as generous a measure as
it is possible to deal, with these districts. Agricultural
workers, domestic servants er those within a prescribed
degree of relationship to residents already legally admitted
to Canada are permitted to come from thsese countries. Special
exception may be made in cases in which the Minister of
Immigration is satisfied that their labor or serviee is
required in Canada., These people are requiréd ¢ have
passports and must be in a position to pay their fare ( the
average minimum oeean rate is one hundred and thirty-five
dollars) as no special rate or assistance of aﬁy kind is
given by the Canadian Government to them. 65,492 peoyle ‘
migrated from thié_area during the years 1920-29 according

to the Immigration Office returns and in‘pne year alone, the

C. P. R. brought out 18,986 ( 1927 ). while that same year

':ﬁhét railway brought oubt less from the preferred aréa, 11,523,

THE MEDIPERRANEAN AREA During the year 1927 a large
contingent of Jews and Italians 4,863 of the former and |
3,466 of the latter, came to our dominion, while for the
entire area-the total number was 9,416. With the exception
of some of the Italians from the northern part of that
counbry, bthese people will not go on the land. The quéstion
naturally arises, How do these people come here then? The
regulat ions governing their admittance ére the same as those
enumderated for the people of Central and Southern Europe.
The most common proceeding is for some one to "nominate”

and the application be sent in to the Department at Otbtawa

t0 be investigated and passed upon. Erequentlj it works
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out im Some such manner as this-- a native of one oFf these
countries has come to Canada and is making a good living;

he desires to bring out some relative frem the homeland and
advises the member of parliament for fthe coﬁstituency in

which he resides that he can proteet his inberests and that
'there is a job awaibting him. The member, generally con-

versant with the sibuation presents an aspplication for a

letter of admission, to the Minister of Immigrabion who

causes all the facts in connection with the case to be
iﬁvestigated and passed upon. If matters are found to have

been truthfully stated and the officials in charge are

satisfied that the newcomer will not be liable to become

a-public charge, a letter of admission is issued and the

relative migrates to Canada. Tﬁis system has been badly

abused and the department officials deserve great credib

for the courageous manner in which they have been fighbing
thé_evil of falsification. Mo illustrate-- sbmebo&y for

.a fee will pretend that-hé wants a certain individual to ) ;
come 50 work and will accordingly sign the papers --
"nominate"”. The agenf who is bringing out the individumal
is satiéfiéd'and brings out his man who arrives pemmiless
and destitute, é public charge upon the municipality.' With
the coming.into egffect of the agréément with the railways
it was hoped this évil would vanish as the railway was o
become responsible for the immigrants which it contracted
to bring out. However the department officials have time
and again pointéd out the solution -~ if Parliament would
give instructions that "no application shall be accepted
for conbinental immigrants unleés coming from their relatives™.
the.evil would be uprooted.

The Italians may be taken as a representalive class of
the peovple from the Mediterranean area, Of course vne must
bear in mind that before Italy was a non-preferred comtbry,
these peovle were pouring in but nowadays the Italian govern-
ment is as anxious to retain them in the homeland as we are

B to keebwdown_yhe number immigrating. Italy up to the-
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present allows no Canadian dochecr to inspéct people preposing
t0 emigrate from hgr shores, in the country‘but there are
reasons t0 believe this position cannot be maintained wmuech
longer. 'The point 1is however that both Italy herself and -
our department prefer to sece as small a number as possibie
leave for Cénada. Of the Italian immigrants who have come
to our shores, it has been frequently noticed that they are.
mainly such as may be described as able-bodied, No aged or
infirm, or persons unable to work are found among them. OF
late yéars they have been comparatively young in the great
majority of cases, in fact one.annual reoort of the U, S,
Commissioner-General of Immigration lists eighty-four psr
cent of the Italian immigrants that year as belonging %o

the working age { i.e. between fourbteen and forty-five years
-of'age). ‘

The Ifalian arrives, an able-bodied worker, with very
1iﬁtle money and in need of some immediate work. The one
thing that is more often open than any other is unskilled
labor which is particularly the thing selechbed by thg im-
migrant from Southern Italy, where the factory system of
industry with its division of labor has not been so much

developed as in the Northern part. The heavy out-door labor

oﬁ'the streété of‘the cities, in thé constrﬁction of rail-
roads, in the foughér work connécted with the erection of
great buildings, has fallen to the task of the Italian, and
with remarkable endurance and no little skill he has done
much of the picnee? work of the Western world, work indeed
which many of his educated fellows will not do, Their
inability to speak English has compelled them to keep to-
gether in "gangs" where they can be directed by an Ifalian
foreman. But because the Italian, lacking the knowledge bf
English, follows this line of‘hard unskilled labor it does
not follow thet the educated childred of such a man will

follow the same avocation, And the way in which the Italians

have capbtured such a large vart of the greengrocery trade in
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the cities is proof of his ingenuity and adaptability, The
same lack of kncwledge of English which compels the Ihtalian

to work in gangs, also drives him into segregation in the
large cities where he establishes a colony of his own people,
with the retention of thes language, customs and tiaditions

of Italy. This of coufse produces overcrowding in a de-~
plorable degree, and manifestly retards thes Canadianization

of the family. Whole districts in a city are frequenﬂly

made up of different eolonies, liﬁtlelltaly, Polanﬂ,'Russia ebe,.
The evils of eongestion; bad housing etc, are aggravated by
these peoylé and due to their ‘ignorance of our laws of
sanitation and of our city orders they frequently find
themselves charged with offences. While these offences

are mainly merely violations of eity ordinances and not
crimes, bearing testimony to the incomplete adjustment of

the new resident, yet the impression gets abroad that these
foreigners are criminals. The great trouble in that the
older psople 4o nof learn English while the youngsr folk
imitate‘ths language and fashions of the new country con-
sequenﬁly'separatingmthemselves from the bonfidence'and care
of the pareuts who regard them as having turned their backs

on the religion and custﬁms of théiﬁ fathers. The children
associate with the inglish speaking children of other foreign-
ers snd perhaps with any native children who dwell near ——----
this all helps to swell the cerime producing population., In
fact the native born children of fbreign born parents are
found to be the greater number of juvenile offenders. Ons

U. S. report of juvenile offenders listed 30% native white;
37% native born of foreign parents; 24% foreign born; 9% were
born of mixed parentage. That every possible inducement would
be advanced by our authorities to these pecple to learn our
langusge, onelwould naturally suppose; But not a few are |
puzzlad over a judgment handed down in a School Trustee

Case in Manitoba, which was td the effect that a man may be a

school. trustee if able to read or write a European language
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but not necessarily the English language. . This non-inducement

for the European to learn our language permits him 50 rebain all
the mannerisms of the 0l1d land in Manitoba and orevents him
from progressive striving towards assimilation,

The extent to which advantage is taken of application for
letters to facilitate entry from these nch-preferred countries’
is seen by the fact that from April 1926 to April 1928 on the
recommendation of Members of Parliament, three thousand two
hundred and minéty such letters were issumed. Very often one of
these letters will cover the case of a continental family
which nmight include as many as nine persons.17

II THE UNITED KINGDOM

Year Non-Brit ish British  TUnited States

1923 22% 47% 31% '

1924 B7% - 49% 14%

1925 8% - 47% 15%

1926 41% 39% . 20%

1927 50 = 34% - 16% .
198 . 527 367 2% of Yl )

After quoting the above figure to the:Sémmittee at.its
gsegsion on May 1, 1928 Canon Vernon (of the Churech of England)
gaid, "These records seem ta fﬁreeast that if incomings -
continue to proceed on thesé lin;é the time"is_npt far distant'
when peoples of Anglo-Saxon.origin will be in the minority and
when the dominant provportion will be of a .different type.
PThought ful citizens in the Provinece of Saskatchewan are of
the opinion that in that province the percenﬁage of foreign
elements is already larger than those of British origin.
The qusstion is being asked as 50 whether this is safe and
wholesome for the future of the COUNETY ceccececcsee. SOME
means should be adopted to increase the inflow of settlers
from the Bribish Isles and temporarily to arrest that from:

16 . '
Minutes of Proceedings 1928 p. 496

17
p. 496 Minutes of Proceedings 1928,
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other parts..;............. In the neighboring Republic
where the prependerating proportion in immigration from
central Euro?e has already become a most serious problem,
leading statesmen are entertaining gravest appreheﬁsion as
to the outcome for the future. Visitors from the United
States who come to our 30minioﬁ are loud in their warnings
that we should profit by their experience 2nd nmo% Flood the
country with immigrants.who will produce the puzzling
problem with Wwhich they are already confronted.” Sinece this
represents the thought common to a large number of Canadians,
I have been prompted to guote at length, also let me include
a concrete instance cited byithe Canon in his plea for a
wider latitude in the administration of exisﬁing regulations
re- asgsisted paésages to Britishers., "I’balieve that land
settlemens ought to be interpreted liberally. We had an .
application from a clergyman along the liné of the C. P, R.
in British Columbia where 2 man wanted to nominate a British
family with four childrén. Ihe man who de81red to nnmlnate
was a section foreman on the rallway and he promlsed this
man work on the rallway and he could also take up some land.

The reason this section foreman wanted to get this British
family with four chlldren was that they had to have twelve
children in the district to have a school. He had children
and another family had children and if theyvCOHld get four
more children it would make twelve, and there would be a
good school in the district. We were not able to get those
peonle nominated for the assisted passage. I recognize the
regulations, but sureiy that was a case where a family was
sure of work, where they would devéioPIa piece of land, and
where they would help eight unfortunate children to get the
instruction we want them all to get.”

A1l the'sﬁatemenbs conbained in these WOrds from Canon

Vernon cause us to look at facts, which if we do, we will
see how unfounded are some of our clamorings (I am nob

suggesting that Canon‘Vernonﬂs mil&;cfipicisms are unfounded.
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‘but I am questioning the feasibility of putting into practice
the suggestions arising out of his statements), TFor instance,
the Department of Immigration is favoring British immigrants
who will settle on our land but what is the resulb. In spite
of the fact that assisted passage is given, plus $1,500 from
the Imperial Government, and plaeing on farms by our Immi-~
gration department, British families have disapoointed us in
this scheme. In the first place (of this 3,000 British
Family Settlement Scheme) out of the applications approved
during the years 1925-28, over twenty~two per cent cancelled
their applications prior to sailing ( p53 Minutes and
Proceediﬁgs 1928) : in the second place, some who did come
out took advantage of a cléuse which enabled them to proceed
to city life during the winter and the btestimony of Miss
Childs, General Secretary of the Social Welfare Commission
of the City of ﬁinnipég, and Secretary of the Unemployment
Committee, was tc the effect that the .Commission has been
S0 besieged that they were forced to adopt a policy from 1925
onwards refusing to deal with (a) single unemployed men (D)
families less ﬁhan one year in city (é) married men with
less than three dependents. In spite of these restrictions
this public (for it is the City of Winnipeg itself and the
funds are raised by taxation) Commission deslt with Zive
hundred and seventy-eight families during the winter of 1927,
Miss Childs ssid many were British and it was harder fto geb
the British back to country life after being in the city
than if they had not come to the city at all. (Ses pp 426~
455 Minutes of Proceedings 1928). It is readily seen that
a vast number of Britishers coming out ars not of the farming
class at all (since less than 5% of the population of %he
British Isles constitute the agricultural element)., Furbther,
British imnmigration has heen steadily declining since 1921.18
The hovpe seeﬁs to lay in British boys and domestic servants

and the Immigration policy through co-oneration with the
18 ' '

p 34 Minutes of Proceedings 1928.
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Churches, Salvation Army and other bodies Eaé certainly done
much sueccessful recruiting-- these boys ags farm laborers ob-~
tain free passage. The point, then, is that the Departmenk
has been doing all in its powsr to select and induce British
immigrants of the agricultural class to come to Canada, The
impossibility of recruiting a large class from a small per-
centage of population in the British Isles is self evident
and our hone is in those disposed to farﬁ life whe will
uﬁdergo training and perchance adopt that pursuit as a
livelihopd._ Hence the suceess we are meeting with in bring-~
ing oub boys fourteen to seventesn after a period of training
before they set sail from the 0ld Counbtry. Our Department
also is doing its utmost to safeguard the inflow from Contin-
ental Europe by'nét only classifying it into preferred and
ron-~prsferred areas but also by not giving any aid to new-
comers from the continent and by stricet medical examinations.
in the home countries. 'The doetor at Danzig rejected 4000
out of 9000 which refutes the charge that our incoming »eople
are merely given a cursory glance and admitted. In Great
Britain there are 334 places where intending iﬁmigrants may
be exémined thus saviﬁg the disavpointment of waiting until
arrival here to be examined and Eéing rejected. It is

better to be rejected before oneféails than to come over

and have o Teturn thﬁoﬁgh inability to pass the medical
teste.

'Let ns refer to the case cibted of the section foreman
in British Columbia who desired to nominate a British family.
On the face of it there seems to be a harsh injustice. Local
aspects always reveal the unfair but when we view the case
from nation wide significance it éssumes different proportions.
One could mateh this case with another cited by Miss Childs.
where a family (British) came to Manitoba and worked a small
tract of land, the husband engaged in a gainful océupatioﬁ

as well, hoping to obtain a farm later. Health failed, the

family moved to Winnipeg where they were deprived of the
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foodstuffs at their disposal on the land, and the case
constituted a public charge.

The fact of the matter is we must have vatience and
read between the lines in the mattér of the Immigration policy}
that our department is endeavoring to work out a selective
process affording svery encouragement and giving every
inducement to those in the British Isles who give prespects
(and display'the willingness) of becoming useful farmers in
Canada. ‘he method of dealing with enmtrants from other
countries bears witness to this ambition cn the part of our
of;iéials. The criticism of a prominent man in the public life -
‘of the Dominion that, "the major part of reecruiting { in
Gt. Britain) was left to the traasportation companies and the
voluntary agencies, while the main job of the Government
representatives in Great Britain is o preﬁent the admission
of the unfit.™ (Canon VYernon} seems rather to be born within
the limits ofilocalized,outlook rather than of an optimistie
patient expeetancy. 1t is greatly Lo be feared that this is
just the eondition of much of our thinking and pronouncemsnt
on the subject. | |

To make a.survey 0f the results of immigration as far
as'the undesirable and costly aspgcﬁs are econcerned will
compenséte us with the satisfaction and the assurance that
our'problems are largely concerned with the wholesale dumping
before nineteen hundred and fourteen., From nineteen hundred
and nineteen onwards the autharities-became aroused to the
prospects of a troubled fubture if conditions should be allowed
to go on unremedied. MNow, thanks to our supervisicn and
serutiny it is almost impossible for undesirables t¢ pass
our officials élthough occasionally one does enber illegaly.

Pauperism. The population within the walls of our
cha:itable homes as alms-houses efc. reveals only one-third of

the portion are'native, thus nearly three times as many foreign-
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born are maintéined at public expense. L'he United Stakes
reports make an interesting survey of this whole situation,
67% paupers are listed as foreign~-born while 25% are regis-
tered as belonging to the first generation of foreign horm.
To arri?e at an adeqﬁate soluticn of the problem one would
have to comnsider the ability to earn and the employment bo
be bbtained, co~relating the immigrant to the labor market.
Freguently there is a marked lack of infelligence %0 aporaise
the situation.Conditions,'made of‘living and money-values
are altogether different to what the neWﬁomer$ has ever ex-
psrienced., The lack'of industrial training makes mény of
these people inferior in competition with peovle in this.-
couﬁtry and so the hardest work, the least wages, the lcngest
hours and the first ouﬁ of a job, are the rewards awaiting
their efforfs. Coupled with this is the fact that there
may be a heavy family budget or money may be sent to somecne
i ﬁhe 0ld land. The course is clearly secen -- insufficient.
earnings, low wages, unemployment, sickness, disaster, possibly
the failing of characyer ceeesee @ publiec charge. Some
societices have reported it as their experience that there is
e more poverty among th; older onés out here than among the new
comers, The evidence éﬁbmiﬁéédvby Miss;Gértrude Childs of
Wimnipeg to the Committee during the Sess‘ion' of 1928 af
Ottawsa shoﬁs clearly'what‘a héavy éxpenditure is piaced upon
the ecitigens of Winnipeg by thié aspect of immigration, The
charitable aspect ( the institutional care is very imvortant)
is altogether too large an outlay and is aggrieved seriously
by seasonal employment and the faect that many immigrants
coming in the spring, barely make enough ﬁo exist on through-
out the summer and are stranded in November. This has to do
as mnch with many who work on féfms as with other hired 1aﬁor.
It does mnot take much of a stretch of imagination to nicture.
the evil effect of hcme crowding'conditions in a city where
hundreds are oﬁt of work upon the moral condition of the

people and the prospects for the futuré.} 4 winter of indolence .




makes it easier to play up sick and idle through the summer
in the hopes of 2id the next winter. A4nd just that very
thing -~ the alarming piOportion of repeaters -- gpells
disasfer, unrest and troublesome days ahead. During the
discussion in committee the Hon., Mr. Forke ( then Minister)
and one or two members endeavored %o absolve the Department
from any blame that might be attaching. ' One only feels |
he could say present policies were not always enforced ---

neither were they in vogue soon emough., Demands for work

(manual labor) awaiting the immigrant before a letter to

facilitate admittance, can be traced only to 1926, The
arrangement with the railways making it a condition that
they guarantee a place of work upon a farm to each immigranﬁ
brought out under‘their schemes had to be renewed with
restrictions in 1927 so ineffective had been the workings

of the 1925 compact with reggrd to work awaiting the inQ
coming laborer.

Digseass. Occasionally now one reads of a huge hosPital
bili which some munici?ality is compelled to. pay because of
an immigrant's admittance. Now, befors our policy of in-
spection befofe setting sail was ad0ptedf:?£ the days when
the immigrants were examined at the port pf entry and the .
doctors had,nptlnearlyés good§ﬁ ppportunity to ﬁake a
thorough check-up, on~the Wholepﬁhé immigiahﬁ was of.aﬁ age
and type to be in pretty fair health. While our statistics
were a little higher ( percentage ) bthan those of the United
States yet it is significant o recall the admission of the
American Immigration officials that the foreign-born do not
contribute more'than their share to the volume of disease.
Our every-day acquaintance with larger numbers of immigrants
than native born in the public wards of our hospitals is
accounted for because they are poor, not that there are more
of them sick, o1 that ﬁhey'are any more sick. With regard to
insanity the percentage is much higher, figures for one year

in the United States placed one~third foreign, while fifty-




percent of the native~born Wére of partial foreign born
parentage. What one really desires to know, is, ﬁhat Pro -
vorticns of the various natiomnalities are insane? and’the
‘reports of the Canadian National Committee for Hygienme afford
some puzzling information. It appears that in the home country
insanity may rank very high (e.g. Ireland, the greatest con-
tribubor among all ZSuropean countries) bubt when transplanted
to Canada the descendants may show signs of change either of
improvement ( Irish third) or deterioration (Russian, highest,
while according to Eurcpean-born Russia is fourth). ' The
case stands, by "origins™ Russian, Freneh, Irish, Scoteh,
‘English, ITtalian, Scandipavian, Austrian, Hungarian, Serman
and Indian, Hence, in dealing with insanity, feeble-mindedness,
blindness ebe. it is wise to inform one's mind net as to the
total number amongst all immigrants and lgy the charge in

eneral against them, bub as to the percentags invﬁhe homeland
and in Capada, then direct attention égainsﬁ the most offen-

ive group. It may be true, as was reported that thirty per
cent were immigrants in Ontario’'s asylumns, bubt some cne
group may have contrivuted twenty per cent and all obthser
nationalities beﬁween them only ten per cent. VWhere would
you lay the blame? A strieter investigation might be urged
for such nationalities as are api to contribute more than
their share to our institutions. What has here been said
of the insane is true of all defectives.

Crime., In two places @reviously we have touched on

crime and criminal tendenciss and what was said in each place
should be reviewed in the mind., HNumber 5, in the Introduction
in a fairly exhaustive mamner set forth the cohditions of
crime in Canada today. From dominion statistics it was
revealed that crime had increased in a surprising ascendancy
in parts experiencing no appreciable accession from immigration:
algo Ghat While the erime-produeing vopulation ( the Dominion
Burean of Statistics ( 1901 ) finding that males between

twenby and thirty-nine contributed three major offences for
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every one added by the rest of the population worked out a
standard giving to each such male the wéight of three, while
otherstcounted as one) inereased 180% sinece 1901 yet crime
has risen 450%. Mr. Devere Allen writing recently from
England says, "It is worth noting that in this country, long
ravaged by unsmployment, and possessing s;ums and mining
villages that are the talk of the world for dire, distressful
living, prisons are being sold or broken uvn, In England and
Wales where the population has increased normally since 1913,
the prison population has decreased from 18000 to 11000,
Drunkenness'declined last year in England by more than 3,600
cases". Parallel that with the records of our bominion
Burean 0f Statistics 1914<17 when crime decreased 160% -~ we
were a2 law abiding couniry -- it started upward again toward
latter part of 1917, It is beyond our limits here but might
not one suggest that in the very nature of the case, in those
years we were sacrificing our all and the very force of
circumstances made us harness ourselves to the task of
decency. I think that accounts for us in those years and
England at the present time. However it is in relation to
fmmigration that we are to consider crime. we have quoted
Canadian statistics, now let us see what the United sStates
Commission on Immigration reported ~--- "that there has no
satisfactory-evidence yet been prbduced to show that crime
has increased by the foreign—born.in proportion to the adult
population”, In this it was a case not of numerical popul-
ation, but of adult against adult. Lo some extent there is
justification in the charge that crime is spread by immi-
grants amongst the native-stock by underbidding in unskilled
labor. 'he wages are so low and income SO insufficient that
one underbids and throws another into unemployment. Long
hours, hard Work,.poor housing and troubles breed discour-
agement , discontent and all this is apt to foment trouble

or tempt to commit crime. ['he alarming numbers rallying to -

the "Red"” propaganda in our mining cenbres and industrial
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percentage of prostibutes come from immigrant women in the
cities., The concentraticn in these huddled an& badly-quartered
sections is in no small measure responsible for this most
revolting and most vpitiful of all crimes. DThe United States
Immigration Commission dealt very forcibly with the asgpect

of wages paid -- for this has a great deal to do with this
whole gquestion of crime. They revorted a growing conviction
that the demand coming from big employers was resvonsible

for the more recent immigration being industrial, The .,
inference is these wanted cheap labor, After discussing

this at great length the report stresses the fact that the

foreign born worker is the lowest paid. The figures given

are:~

Fative born of native father $ 14.37 ver week
" " " foreign " 13,89 " "

Foreign " 7 v v 11.92 v "

By nationalities:~

Alvanian  8.07 Norwegian 15.28
Greek 8,14 \ Scotch 15.24
Portugese 8.12 Irish 15,153
Syrian 8.10 Swedish 15,36
Turk 7.0b Welsh 22,02

Phe averages for each nationality, as comparsed with the
average fpr'all class present quite an interesting study in
contrast, Bubt perhaps, guite as interesting is the following
compilation of averages, for whole-country, and for city-
dweller, per family

Ammual Income

Family For Whele Nation For Cities
Native born of native fabher . -g865 $595.
" "o foreign " $866 $526

Foreign " " " L $704 $385
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While that report was published at Washinghon in 1910 yet
-1t shows the relation, if the actual amounts of money have
fluctuated since.

Before leaving the discussion on Crime cne might refer
to the sbtatement previously made that the native born of
foreign parents produce the majority of criminal cases, For
purposes of estimating according to nationality, a report
was made on the basis, ratio of conviects to the numbsr of
males of twenty-one years and over according %o the nation-
ality (Canadian statistics) and these are the ratios of
delinguency: -

Italian 38 per 10,000

American 22 7 "

French 21 " n

Aust io~Hungarian 10 per 10,000
Russien 9 u n
German 9 " n
Bfitish g 0 n
Scandinavian 7 " n
Canadian 7 " n
British Isles 7 " "
Chinese 5 m n
Other foreignes 10 " "

Bubt many cases were the beating up of one countryman by
another who took the law into his own hands not having been
brought wp amidst the sanctions snd safeguards of Brifish
law and to which he had not learned to adjust himself. For
instance:- A native leader agent brings oub some of his
fellow~-countrymen who are green, knOW‘no‘English and are
without friends to advise them. He gets a "hold" on them,
they are or become indebted to him and hs places a status
of compulsory service upon them. He arranges with a labor
agent to supply so many men and these men go to work, He
takes advantage of their ingorance of conditions here and

explcits them. well, if one of them discovers this -- and
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they all do sooner or later -- he {(the discoverer) proeéeds
to mete out his sense of justice to the agent and in the

embrail where frequently knives are wielded with dexterity
. c s - !
and precision, ome or both may be injured necessitating’
i |

|
medical attention. Court proceedings follow. Or again:~ On

the whole immigrants are thrifty and some save even at the

expense of their health. They distrust our banks but khow

that their momney is not safe if kept on their premises.' One

of their own is 2 banker. (4 walk along Queen Strset West,
will reveal these bankers and ticketsellers, or some aré

banker and grocer). This individual is iﬁcompetent‘mixés
|

his clients” money with his own gambles with all, or 1eﬁds

it unwisely and either through wilful fraud or incompsténce
finds himself unable to reimburse his patrons when they
desire to withdraw their savings. The good old~fashioned
method of obtaining satisfaet ion by pealing off one's ebat,
rolling up his shirt-sleseves and clenching his fists can
easily be visualized under such circumstances. But our
friends from the o0ld world lend color o their fray by
weapons and the break-up of the guarrel is one seriously
.wounded or both escorted to the magistrate's desk in tﬁe
police patrol. The crime is thus not a pre-meditated abtion
calculated to wrong anyone or inflich uncalled for and sur-
orising attack ujpon any ons. On the whole it is well fbr us
t0 gtick to the records of convictions for major offencks
and to recall the words of the United States Commission .....
" no satisfacbtory evidence to show that crime has increased
by the foreign-born in proﬁortion to the adult population,™

: |
Unemnloyment . Since the qusstion of wages entered into
\

the asvpect of crime, it links the two things with unem#loyment,
and we might pause a few moments over unemployment. de 4
wages and unemplOymént drive the women of the foreign élement
t0 bake work home and do it. It 1is mostly clothing ani is
received through contractors who obtain it from the manu-~

facturers. This is known as "Sweat-shop” and many of the

. |
Unions have advised the purchasing public that garments

ot
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Eearing certain labels guarantee the buyer he is obtainihg a
pisce of clothing manufactured in a faciory complying Wi%h
sanitary regulations and employing men paid a living Wagb.
It is worth while $0 pay more for an article with a guarantee
like that, knowing the employees are proteected, than to buy
some cheaper makeshift in all probability the product of
"sweat shoo" methods.

The working class have not as a whole received thei&
just share of the increasing wealth of their productionsL
The gurchaSing‘powef of the dollar has not kept pace witﬁ
the producing power, that is, labor registered a gain of
5,8% in its purchasing power while the output of industr&
gained more than 9% (1927.according to Census Bureau of Unibted
States). In 1921 immegration was curtailed due to econnhic
depression in Cahada: this year the new Minister of Immﬁgration
and Colonization has done the same t hing. The restrietibn
cf idfmigration tends to give the labor in the country a %bance

6 rise and 5he social status of the working class will

probably rise as well,

Thére remains to be considered the faet that there Fre
people living in "pockets” separated from those of other
races or nabionalities, people who ars mahifesting custohs
and habits, with social and economic backgrounds belonging
to not .only anotﬁer land bubt to another century. Nr. Ro@ert

England in his book "The Central European Immigrant in dﬁnada"
(Macmillan Co. 1929) is quibe anxious aboub this State.bf
affairs. Det me quote: ™We have to face the menace of old
pecole in a new land, settled in solid blocks, unable aﬁd
sometimes unwilling to aésume the implicatioﬁs of Canadﬂan
citizenship, coming into conﬁact with pioneer conditiond
and such externals in Canadiarism as may give false ffeédém
and result in paganizihg life: the menace of a new land to

0ld veovnle, disillusionment of dreams, new standards, new

freedom, a new tyramny of ummeighborliness, a new language,
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spiritual cleavage between Fowng and 0ld, and conseguent
breakdown of parental authority. Yet, if we leave our New-
Canadians undisturbed in their o0ld customs and ways, nsglect
their education, deny them the password to our civilization,
the power of understanding our language, the ability to ass-
imilate our culture, it will result one day in a vastly in-
creased electorate, incapable of understanding our needs,
hammering at the door of our civilization, demanding frecedom
and rights colored by their memoriss, traditions, and res-
tricted lives.” Onse is 80 well-versed in the conditions
oEtaining in these settlements of Ruthenians, of slavie
veovples, of Voukhobors ete, through the many inferesting
articles written after visits t0 these colonies by such

men as Prof, CU. B. Sissons, HExeter Hall and others, that
little need be said about them. '"The guestion is how are we
going to reach these pecple and how ean we gauge our =cedm=~
plishment after endeavoring to reach‘them.' Well, there

are many yard-sticks. There is the statistical yardsstick,
there is t he ecclesiastical yard-stick: ©there is the vpersonal
vard-stick: +there is the social welfare yard-stick, I

think beginning with the last ~- the social welfare we will
soon be able to measure in terms of personal disciples to
these peoples (of their own) and the opening once made fthe
statistics will record Canadians. Bub this is already begum.
Prof, W. G. Smith lays great stress on the teachers in these
areas., He says, "While giving rudimentary instruction e

the children the teacher is preparing the way for becoming
the guide, the philosopher.and friend of the family, ‘“he
farmer needs seed, or clothes, or machinery, but cannot read
the catalogue: he desires to know the report of the markets
but cannot read the newspaper. In the catalcgue he many see 2
picture of the thing he wants bub cannot write a letter of
obtain it, Thé teacher age may bhecome the clearing house, in
the widest sense of the term, for the community.” "Was it just

an isolated case that one teacher was surprised to find her




cheque for three month's salary written for 250 inStéad of
$225% She had been offered a higher wage by a neighboring
sechool section and declined. In explanation of bthe increased
amount of the cheque the secretary-~treasurer said, 'We heard
you orffered ten hundred dollars in Z--, and yeb you stay
here., We not let our teacher lose one hundred dollars, we
pay ten hundred dollars, $00.,' " -~--"What is needed is a
new crusade of young Canadians in whom the fires of patriotism
burn, who will man the outposts of Canadian Nationality., In
time of war a half-million of our best were enlisted in a
gigantic struggle of destruction. In times of vneace can
there not be a brigade or two of egually ardent spirits who
will engage in the work of construction? The finsal comnletion
of the immigration task is a -great wave of education carried
on by patriots who will prepare the highway of the future.
Our forefathers came into these primal wildernessss and laid
the foundation of a new nation. Shall their descendants
fail in erecting the superstructure?” One teacher testifying
before a Convenbtion in Manitoba told of the young folks going
oubt into the world from a Ruthenian Colony, thoroughly
Canadianized in habit and speeéh and of influencing their
friends in other districts. The home life and housing con-
ditions soon changed when the pupils emerging from the public
school took thelr places as young vpeople, The parents scon
caught the spirit and that hapoy relation between youth and
age, so often frustrated; was preserved. This I bhelieve is
the only method. These communities will be infiuenced by
their own veonle who have caught the gleam of 2 brighter day
through the young who have been influenced. It is the social
service and the personal yard stick we must use in measuring
our work here., ZLet me again quote Professor Smith, at length:-
"In the Insinger municipalify west of Yorktcn, Sask.,
there was a district fifteen by eighteen miles, and conbaining

five hundred families of whom four hundred were Ruthenian,




and only twenty-one British. Though the Hubhenians had been
in the district for a period varying from eight to fifkeen
years,'and'each family averaged a quarber section of langd,
there were only about thirty~five acrss pef Tamily cultivated,
and they were living as they had been in Hussia and zustria.
The Mission Board of the Methodist Church made a grant of
85,000 for the establishment of a sebtlement house which
weuld do community work, and the Board selected a young man
who had been for eleven years principal of school at Theodcre.
He was Canadian-~born, had been trained in Ontarioc, and under-
st00d Ruthenians. In one winter he conducted day and night
classes and taught both 0ld and young, so that many who in
aubumn knew no English by soring were able to0 recite and

ging in the #nglish language at the closing exercises of the
tefm. The following year saw even greater efficieney and
progress, and then came the scourge of influenza. Physicians
were few and far between, the one in the neighboring town
‘east was stricken ill, and the one in the neighboring town
west died.  Obtaining what medicine he could at 'heodore,

and using $0 the ubmost his scanbty store of medical knowledge,
the community teacher went in a car.from door to door through-
out the setbilements with food, medicine, advice, working
glone in a district extending sevenby miles. 3Bubt even his
giant®s strength gave way, and influenza made rapid conquest
of a depleted constitution., After a few days of delirium
during which he kept repeating, "the foreign problem can

. be solve@,' Peter Yemen joined the ranks of the immortals.
"Phere's a legion that never was listed,

That carries no banner nor crest,

But split in 2 thousand bhattalions
19

Is breaking the road for the rest.' "

So there is hope for even those communities which seem fo

have excluded and discouraged all attemot on the part of

19
fhese excerpts are from Prof, W, G. Smith's "Study

in Canadian Immigration" pp 388-400



Canadians to welcome and Canadianize them, even such aé the
Doukhobors, the cld conservative type of Hennonites, and
'Hutterites; for are not the neglected Rubthenian coloniss
fast disappearing through visitaticn frem their counbtrymen
who have been reached in other Ruthenian settlements? is
not there the sign of an approach 50 a common basis in the
rising up of such men as Peter Veregin among the Dukhobors?
an& are the Menmmonites not largely finding that they cannot
‘remain anti-social for in this great expanse none can live
unto himsslf? We are beginning to realize that our civiliz-
ation cannct be supsrimposed to‘the exclusicn and forgetting
of everything that our newcomers have., Rather there is on
the horizon, as evinced by the Great wWest Hestivals, the
glorious fact that the brightest and most progressive of

all these peoples have seeﬁ the best that we héve to offer
in our civilizabtion and they are matching it by the besh
that they have to conbribute so that on the rise of the

sun fomorrow Canada will sce the dawn of a new and better
@ay more glorious and happy than has been the'past.

The position and contention of many, mainly that groun
led by the Hight Hev. Geo., Exton Lloyd, Lord Bishop of the
Anglican Diocese of Saskatchewan is the gquota., His testimony
last winter before the Saskalchewan Provinecial Immigration
Ingniry Commission was broadly, to the effect that we should
establish a quota, the majority British, the large number
of the remaining newcombers to be from the Scandinavian
countries, a few from certain other rurcpean parts and a
halt to the southern and eastern immigransts. He felt the
crimingl tendencies of these latter peoples far overbalanced
any good that they night be to the fulure of our land. Ur, |
v, C. outley, general secretary of the Ontario ledical
Agsociation advanced a suggesﬁion that we should create a
"National Board of Population” with say a definite twenty-

five year policy.




The position assumed by such suggestions, as illustrated
by the two above}eiamples, is that the Dominion Department is
not ccnscientious and not co-operating sufficiently with the
orovinees. Hurther, it assumes, contrary to all present day
statistics that the trouble is with the coming into ouwr land
of the incoming immigraﬁts rather than the probleﬁ of assim-
ilation both of those already here and those to come., Yo
say nothing 0% the earlier part of this decade, the 1z st few
yeérs‘report certainly has been a marvel to those who have
investigated, of the fine spirit in which countriss are dealt
with and so cautious has been the policy of our officials that
oné prominent man in the public life of Canada has criticized
the administration as more anxious 0 reject than o recruit.

' The blame has been as much atﬁaching‘ﬁd us as 0 our
nsweoners 0ft-times but thanks be $0 an awakening public
inteiligence the better day is dawaing. We recognize in the
ipmigrant the lineal descendant of the forgotiiten pidneer and
like the pionesr he will achieve competence and prosperity.

If our young people wilddonly devote a few years of their
lives in teacherages on our western plains to give instruction
in the finer arts of living, instruction on how %o save the
children and to maintain a healthy home, how to use powers as
a free.Canédian, the immigrant would rejoice and we would

soon see the moon of the new day.,




