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The Durnouu o thig thesis 1s to trace the course
of prceaillenialism throush Canadian Bantisgt - lotory.
Before writing a vork of this kind, it is mnecessarr to
exaﬁine many materials, the results of which do not all
appear in the thesic, |

For lack of wime to examine the periodicals
avellable for Zastern and “es
has been limited to Ontario and QJuebec. A clue foir a
future writer in this Tleld ooﬁcerning,ﬁastera Qanaia

1s found in the Zancdisn Bapbist in 1919 L concern ning
b4

the Eastern Tovnshlips.

"The fallure of the expecvations

held out, and asserted to be Tounded

on Scriplture, produée@ a kind of

seneral ccepbleism, whilch, it is no’

erasgerasion Lo say, 1is 107% today
teachings ol the Millerites

where
were Tormerly pressed.”

I would like to acknowledge my indebtedncss o
Chanceclilor Cilmour Tox b~ title of this thesis, ond %o

Professcr ©. P, Albaugh for assisting me in ouvioli-t.o~ 1f.
1]

Dr, H. P, "hidden also gave me zone suggestlons

led to sone valuable aaverlial.




T, INTRCZUCTION o

A question which haz disturbed men's minds in all neriods of

history has been: ‘het is the destiny of “he present worid? For

.

some men the only hope of a final triumph over evil is *thought to

be in the dissolution of this world and a re-establishuent of a

- €

new world free from the calamitous possibilities in the pres

order. Within Ch stlaenity belief in the Gemporary chaoracter of

tae present age early assumed a form known as the willenial aope.-év

.

The term milles’um 23 it is used in theology Las usually meant
that the reference in Revelation 20:1-16 is interpretec So mean
literal period of a literal earthly reign of Christ cither

preceding or following the triumph of the "pospel™. I% has telzen

verying emphasis; now as a latent hope and again ag a ITlomlil;

TN

o

incistence. It has been regarded as the touchstone of = oxlodoxy",
ard as the sign manual ¢ "heresy”. Obviouv<olr, c:f streag

insgistence iz bound to colour the life of axny Church body one voor

or another,
’ 1 3. - -

"Blessed and holy is he that hath part L» the Tirst

regurrection; on such the second death hath ne pover,

be nrieste of God and of Chr. .o, and shall zoign v D00 o0 thousand

B 2
ey 2 S Y
FR I 5 1Y e

.

Illenarlanism is ©tie bellef that Chriss 111 zsteX o™ s
kir=dornr on the earth before the end of the roxld o~ will o7~ i
hi- zaints for a thouso’ yecrs. This period s oo e > T En

ar’. Joy. The vearient cllefs concerning the secoxnd comii 7
Ohilet and nis relgn vpol cal waave been held at 7 fen



of history, with varying significance and within the total thinking
of the groups concerned,
Although the doctrine hag its various aspects, 1t has always

this at its heart, that the Church wlll reach perfection hcre on

O

..

the earth in a historicel development. Spiritual vietery will

cone through a supernatural irrupition of the other or’d into
this world. The people of tihis world, Tar fromn belng nrencred

L

to welcome it, will resist it on & 1

. =
2rpe scale. =

Premillenialism : .

Christi nillennial speculation has followed tTwn ain

.

luﬂos of development designed respectlveTy as premillercrlicn and
cgtmillenarian, IExcluding the extreme fringes of expression, the
premillenialists hold to a tiousand years of blessedness, which
is to be ushered in by ithe sudden and visible second coning of
Cizrist. DBefore this second coming, the whole world will be ~Linessed
to by the proclamation ol the gospel of Christ. fmong some of the
most ardent premillenariang thls Visible ‘Return "= the Third Advent
rather tﬁan the Second Acvent. The Second ié invisible =nd iLVél

.

the salnts in 2 Ranture vhlch no others witness ¢ shero.

N

(Time of Second To 7 oo

The events oFf thils thousand years hzove veocn outlined
generel contain the Tollowlnr beliefs:
1. The righteous will rize znd reign with Christ o0 earth ~hon Lo

hoa eztebliched His everlostin

iQ

» kKingdom.

>

,.,

2. Durine this tl:e the Lord and His scints will brins <ious o 5o

o wribulation which is snoken about In Hevelation. ™. e ciioll
role Lhem with o rod of iwor: ag Tthe vogsels of o cotter shall oo

b Groles Lo o lvewes: even oo owoecived of my Jither, T =



3.

The Jews, although they will

[
»

s¢1ll be rebellious,

,ackrOTledge Christ as the ilessiah,

4, A great number of the
through the working of the Holy
5. In the thoucend ycars

6. ~hen the thousand yeers is

a final effort to.regain his foothold upon the hearts

not be successful., Satan him

whnich will be raised

che lake of fire in everlesting
7. The redeemed will return to
by f;re to receive it ac thelr

ostmlllenLGNNS "

The postmillenial belilef includes

sinrer

gself, his ange 7

the uead

yvet on the earth will be coanveried

Spirita

Saten will be bound and locked in the abyss.
ended Satan iz unbound and will make
of men bHut will

and all the lost souls

will be Jjudged and aurled into

torment.,
the earsth ai

Gl fter 1t heog been purged

the fact that the world

will gradually becorme betber because of the gospel of Christ and its

more- effective use. hen this
yvears of righteousness will beg
this period and vhen this comes

Finally, the second ad.u:

with the generesd resurrectlon,
the ne.

and the new heavens and

much millenial thought precedes

Literature faxiliar in the past
story precedes such a in
woulcd Tain ignorc-or demy LT

condition prevalilg,

then a conflict betreen Chrig

-7

the thousend

in, The Jews will be converted during
ﬁo pass there will be a short time
stlanity andéd the Forces of
ol Christ will take place, togeile
Judgment, the world destroyed Ly Tire
earth vill be revealed. £a 07 course,

or lgnores the study of apocalyntic

half-century, The meterisl of this
felimete”., Its continuinz devotees
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Pre-Christian Millenarianism

In the more rzcent uwllenarjan thought, the time of the relgn

of Christ will be a tewporary kingdbm.here on the eerth.
Vvhen millenarian ideas at first crept into Jewlsh cpocalypiic
teeching there were many variations of the doctrine. A Tew viriters

spoke of a temporary Messianic kingdom on earth bubt most of them

7

di¢ not include one or. snother of the essentiel elements, L°

Some of the prophets within the canon of the scriptures
exnected a kingdom without a Messiah, and all of them apparently
expected 1t to be permonent. £« Ana wﬁile they all thousht of L4
ag a Golden Age to be established upon the earth, they dld o3
speculate about the duration of such a Utbpia; that was to Last
forever. S

Y

he duration of the relgn of the liesciah seems also to have

-3

™
e

been an unexplored quegtion. It 1s more than likely thet those =t
T

thought of a single individual ruler expected him to be "eternal;
an’ it 1s et least a possibility LhaL some of the prophetg had. in
mind a dynasty rather than an individual. 10.

Orthodox Judaism associated the millenium with the Tirst and

only expected coming of = > 1 'rhy which idea Christisnity clonited
and trenzferred .t to the second coning of Christ. s

Jer Testament Backoround.

The teaching of Chrizt does not menition eny »reliminory neriod

-

before His second coming., In Xls teaching concerning tio IDinvdionr

A 1.8 vy . v .

in .atthew 13 =¥+, Le conparesg the time before His comiiy o o Dlal.
of wiaeat in which Toxnco Dave bheen sown. DZuv the gocd al e o
are wo grow together vt Ll the harvest. Then the ~orld will mo

Judsed, both the rishbenus and She wicked.,



(o]

Paul possibly may have had the idea of a period of _=2ars defore

the second coming of Christ in I Cor, 15:25, but the mein suppor
i

for millenarian VLGW in the New Testament is Tound in the literal

ct

treatment of Revelation.

Christian Backeground,

There have been movements in history since the apostolic period

3 2

which have included millenarien ldees and some that have had their

origin in millenarian beliefs., Toward the end of the second century
r ' W . : . . -

Hontangrs stirred up the people of Phrygia with his millenarian
revivalism and his substitution of the arbitrary rule of the

2z
L3¢ MTnere were other

prophéts and prophetesses for the priesthood,
outbursts of millenarian speculation at different periods in
Christian history prior to the Reformetion but reaction invariably
drove out the teaching.

- In the latter half of the fifteenth century violen: millenarian
schools sprang up in Lurope, One of the men who was ins»lred by

-

these teachings was Melchior Hoffman, a native of Swabiz, After

a private study of the scripture s he convinced himself thet he had
forged a key o prophecy. II» “hen travelled through Europe glving

k) 2 a .

hig millenial testimony. He cettled in Stresbourg which e

-

déclared would be the new Zion., He was imprisoned Tor his Tanatical

. . . 14
ldeas end died there, =-i°

In the same century the llennonite wmovement began in IEurope whlioh
nas come down to the precsent éay,

The Refom:aticn neried vas t0o see conglderabls revival of
apocalypbic hopes and feors, Ghe freguent Ldentifs

- (R EaY -

the cagt ond bhe Dracon, and thne feardul carnage of the “ine



G

bequeathed to the reformed churches a vocabulary of apocalyptic type

and a fefusal to identify the millenial reign with the visgible
l . >

Church, as had been the Romen attitude based on Seint Auvgustine,
Protestant soﬂolastﬂcxsm was bound to mistake literaliss in th
17sh century. Literalism always nourishes millenizlliesm as a theory,

1

ither

o)

anc such a theory may simply burst into a consuming passion,

of unworldly hope or terribly materialistic fanaticism,

Mennonite Backeground,

Yhen Melchior Hoffian was put in prlson in Munster in 1533 for
hig millenarisn teachings, Jan Matthys became the leader of the
movement he had started and declared that Iunster was the Few

Jerusalem, ‘hen Jen Metthys set himself up as the head of

theocracy, Philip of Hesgce oxdered a massacre of the Anchaptigts. =

After the fall o Zlnster lMenno Simons, who had been a Roman
Catiholic priest, but had zradually accepted evangellcal principles,
became the leader of the Dutch Anabeptists. Many of these had nob
been carried away by the millenarian enthusiasm of the iunster

fenaticg and some of them had been cured of it by the deluslion of

3

16

E

the course of events.

During the years 1543-40 idenno made hils headquarters at Cologne.

Menno did much in these years to encour: ;e the remnants of the

. -

earlier guliet Anaebapltist movement from Switzerland to the Wether-
.]a*wr o _l.._v..’

The followers of Lenno lober became known as the liennonites,
There are a number - -of visions ol them in the Un;be; Stoveon and

Coeunda and altogether In Jmerica number aboul sevenlty-rive



German Backeround.,

‘'The Baptlist denomination hasg never been strong in

G
it has always made its influence felt. A German Baptist

F

of 1908 states in Article 15:

"We believe in the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ in power and glory. ¥le hold the dhy
of his revelation for the crown of his
redenmptive “ors' for on this day will the
eves of all the world behold the truth and
the ondDV»““ sness of hig work; they
will see the rowvned with honor and
with him his the Church; for the
dead in Chs: rise bodily in incor-
runtible gl see uwm aﬁ he is; be
likxe him and TOLgﬂ with him,® =S

» L.Ji

0 r-v

snelish Backzround,

ermany butb

Confession

The Fifth ilonarchy movement in Cromvell's day was based undn

a ¢"tefali tic interpretation of Scripture and there was

1

in it an

The Millenium, the Second Acvent, the Fifth Lionsrchy

o

of Danie

nave at times attracted men of 8ll classes and denominations bub

here were a groun of people whose minds were so bound upn +with the
idea of this Tifth Fonarchy that churches were formed on Hh bond

“hole Bantist Churches became .uherents to thlg belief,
the conviction that Christ was about to aphear asg a Xing

v s 2 . e o
death of Charles, <= The politicel situatlon for scven

v, . 4 - [9a] Pug
1653 vias preatly influenced by thils sect. There vere Do
vaptists and Depntiste artons the leadeprg O0f this movenent
51 » - . a7
sile Beptbizt names were <ogsey, Xnowles end Simpoon, =5=°

- v e e g - . “n S en
ragsec and the FILOEh ronarchy <14 not anpear the millenarl

an tinece

[..J



8.

liany confessions of faith of Iinglish Baptists have come to us.
The Standard Confession of 1660 was drawn up by the Lnﬁlwsh General

Beptists. Articles 21 and 22 read: )

"That there shall be after the Resurrection from the
graves of the earth, an eternal judgrent, at the
appearing of Christ, end hisg kingdom: I T
Heb, 9:27, at which time of judgment whic
unalteravle and irrevocable, every man sh
according to the_phings done in his body.

II Cor. 5:10." 223

"That the same Lord Jesus who shoved h
after his passion, Dby many infallible pro
which was taken up from the Diciples, and T
*ﬂto Heaven: Luke P4:51, shall so co”e in llke rinner

g he was seen g0 into Heaven; Acts 1:9, 10, 11, and
;hen Christ wvho Is our Life 1QI1 a? eﬁr we shell clso

appear with him in glory; Col, B:a,"

(7

Acts 1:3,

For many years a confession set down by the Calvinistic

-

Baptuists of England and ‘vales in 1689 was neld. It was not until

rejected by the Daptist Union.

iy

;_..'
0]
o
@
ct
)
o
C-L
1,.‘ .
ja
o)
5
}J »
=
o
l._.J
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o
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The original edition was publicshed in 1677,

5

It included these words about the Judgment:

"Ag Christ would have us to be certainly nersuaded
that there s=hall be a Day of Judvmenu, both to deter
all men from sin, and for the greater consolation of

~ £

O

the godly, in the’r adversity; so will he have that
day unknovm to me . ot Shey may shake off all
cernal security, and .. elways watchful, because
they know not at what hour the Lord will come; Chl
: Lord Jesus one

mayv ever.o@ nrepared
1uickly. 2E

The Zrethren Backeround,

Shortly afber 1037 Jd. N, Darby, a Church of iEngland inlst

<

A ey

Iin Dublin, Ireland, beson holding meetings. This wes oo Daulaorning

of “n= Srethren movenment. In 1850, Plyaouth In Ingland beeoo ©
s “\A
AT P eyt ary ol vy ety Ty N e oL e I NNy EE
chic? (‘-f,IJ bre of the ovescnt oG ZaVve LhE N0ne U0 TR Dol St




The Brethren throush the coﬁrse of their history have taken te
worst pessimistic view of whe »nresent age, and utterly distrusted
1
the meens at present available for the betterment of the world.
They have from.thé beginning lald the utmost stress upon the pre-
millennial advent of the Lord as the present hope and only hope

-

of the church, and have been at great pains to give a millenarian
26,

interpretation to the prophetic scripbtures, —=°

The Brethren soon ih

(\

4 thelr assexnblies throughout the world,

but they have never atvtained to any great numerical strength. &~

American Backeround.

Because of the nearness of Canada to the United Stetes, and

veceuse of the 1arger population of the United States, there has

been an influx of American ideas into all Canadian circles,

narilcularly Saptist and liethodist,

A

The New Iampshire Confessgion was put forth hy the Arerican

Calvinistic Zaptists and will give an idea of doctrine concerning

lest things'! before the time of willism iiller. It ig most

C"

™

widely used today among Bentist Churches. article 18 of tids

confession was: "Of the viu.. L2 Some." It said:

"That the end of world is aonﬂoacalnu, thet

at the last dey, Christ “ﬁll descend from Ieaven,

and raise the ooMC Trom the oreve to Tinal retri~
butlon, that a solern cration will then sake nlace;
thot the wicked w judged to endless vunish-
nent and the righteous to endless joY¥. w8,

A great outburst of willenial zeal began in 185 vie TN
Miller, a Iew Inglend ferrer. nroclalming the cvnrocching end of oll

things. He considered

peoale of the United States to »repare for the day of tlo coir of



Christ. All of the evangelists had bLen preaching the second

of Chrigst but Miller after a study of Daniel and Revelat1on,

! exact day.He was to appear. 'The.year was to be 1843 and the
arovnd the twenty-first of Harch. 29,

At first Miller only preasched near his home but in 1839

ssked to preach in Boston, After that the interest grew unti

loc

com ing

set the

he wasg

1 it

reacned the proportions of a movement. Soon there were Second Advens

iiidnight Cry" in New York; "The Philadelphia Alarm™ and other

50,000 to 1,ooo,ooo, :Z:;-

As the time approached for the supposed coming of Christ

end of the world, the excisement grew intense, but on the day

Mareh 21, 1843, nothing unusuvsl happened. The dave vies then

«7 Journals springing up: "The Signs of the Timeg'" in Doston; "The

set,

changed

to the following yeer and then October 22, 1844, but when this daj

2L
“ E» »

Although the old authority was gone, in 1845 all the

2 1
"Adventists joined in a loose organization, In 1866 a group of
Adventists formed the Chui:™ »7 Cod, snd in 1888 a small number of
Adventist bodies organized as the Churches of God in Jesus Christ. 2%
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II. THE INCUBATING PERIOD

v From its Beginnines to 1875,

ct
ct
By
O
]
03
o
ck
o

Judging from the sources consulted, premillenialis

not creep into Canadian Baptist hisgtory until a comparatively late

-y

date; not until about the year 1850, nearly twenty years after the

o

tHllerlte movement in the United States,

Il 2 ]

It cannot be stated definitely thet Baptists in Canada had no

1

premillenarian views prior to 1850, but the sources consulited in the

nreparation of this thesls do not reveal the presence of these views

In a study of this navure, three main types of materiesls are

available for consultation:

-

1. Books.

e Cnuvch and Association ninutes.

’
-

period

o

3. Religiou cals;

0

the first mentioned being chiefly secondary and the lest tvo primary
gource material}. Dué to lack of time in searching Tor materials in
pioneering a thesis of
examine at length the churcl: - :ogociation minutes, 3Bui, as
contemmorary periodicals are the best single source For mirrorling the
bhought‘of the neonle, revnrcgentative volumes of the Zaptist nerio-

» - '3 A g SR |

Gicels of this neriod have been erenmined tosether w

°n Cenedian Be-tilst history, and have not revealed eviderce of

tremillenialigm in this eexrly wmeriod, ~wan then developrent was oiov
fhe croars 1850-1875 showed o gradual incresce of ILntluencs ol such
Shecvletlon in Bopbicth clwmeles Dut Lt ves DY ono veons o e oot of
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premillenarianism thought apvear,

views during this veriod was

1850~1860 - during which period evidences of and

12,

.

1. 2

reacsions

The chief upholcder of nremillenial

a periodical edited by

God as a kingdom of

III, 1860-1875 - during hich Hlme

premillenialism,

ry

20 the Year 1850,

For a few years nrior to 1850

3
i1

premillenialism in the Dvaarelical

fyvTe who upheld a view of the Xi
7 , Wx

there may have beén some

Pioneer.

T antagonist of these views wes

trace of -

Thig neriodical was

edited by Rev. John Inglis who wes co-edltor of the Toronto Christinn
Chserver, Ag the Chrigb o "o -erow hield strongly to the premill

doctrine it 1s
There is only one copy of bthig

Zentist Historical Collection ot i

-z non noassible to gtate whether this
Ploneer was started as the orran
——l LT L") -

- Ao el I FE . PR S, | i - -~ - Lr ————
ohists and of the Toronto Baptist College. This peoner vos never
b Ny A : - P Tarera aemer ytr Gt LIPS IR SR o5

neorve L eny Larnoac vay DY U aenorninoviion, 2



In 1850 the ZEvangelicel Pioneer was superseded by the (Toronto)

€2
ey
=
i e
0
d—
l de
o]

n Obgerver edited by Rev. Jemes Pyper end Rev. John Inzlis and

m T, N

published by ke, A, T. McCord of Toronto, Ik, XMcCor

4
o

w0

<r
o
o)

=5
-
3
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treagurer of the Bentist llissionary Convan“on

Y - . . A
therefore was a man of influence in Convention work., —2=*

The Christian Observer gives very fevwr names of men who virote for

it concerning premillenielism, bub both editors must have at least

1

sympathized WLBh uheue views when they included them in their paper.

These men probably exérted cuite an influence in ‘7estern Ontario as

Rev. John Inglis was a minister in London, Onterio and Rev. James

556 W E B IPN

Pyper was a minister of a work in Toronto which was to grow into

cie Jarvis Street Baptist Church., Surprisingly enough, in 1848 he

o . ; . X . y 5 s 55!

follo.'ed Rev, R. A. Fyfe, the man who opposed premillenialimm, =2
Yost premillenialists insist upon a litersal interprevation of

ripoure and thls is borne out in a series of articles in the

Christisn Observer undcr the title "Unfulfilled Prophecy.” The author

Geplores the fact thet the prophetic portions of scripbure arc

neglected and enjoins men to put them to pracvical use.

et me urge oo on the readers of the
Christian Oosprvcg vile necessiity of aeeking
to understand hae literal sense ol the vhole
vord of God,t 2.7

An erticle “ritten for the Chricticn Ohoerver in June 180L. <¢2al

m

vith the cuestion: "Were the early Zantists illenarians?' The onower
ves that Inmlleh Boptists ofber 1600 were wrenilleniclists. The
~ughor claimg that eavly Inglish Baptists believed in the Tirast
Teourrecvion ond whe nersonsl reisn of the Saviour unon tho erviln



I.J
I3
2

from Mogheim.

’ "Both general and particular Baptlsts held the
doctrine of llenno with respect to the Hillenium
or vhousand years reign of the seints with

Chrict upon the corbi.”
Yo 2lso quotes from Crosby?s: "iintory of the Boptiste®:

"Te believe that there will be an

or
regurrection; Christ is the first fruits, and
then next or aftor, they that are Curist's at
Iis coming, then or afterwards cometh the end

~ e

- Concerning the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ,
as ve <o bolieve thet he is now in Heaven, at
his Father's risht hqnd; so we do believe that

at the ulJe Q)DOLPUG( of the Father, he shall
, corze agaln in power and great glory; and that
. at or after, hig coming the second time, he will

= o

o
not only raise the dead, and judrﬁ and T
the vorld, buv will also talke to himgell his
ip

t.) *»J
k:ingdo*"1 ”hd flll according to the scriptures
reign on the throne of hig fether D avid, on

1" a3

Mount Zion, in Jerusalem for ever.'

Coming finelly to his swumnary of Inglish Dapntist millenium thought

r

this contributor to the Observer deduces;
"1, The premillenial and personal coming of Christ
in powver and glory. '

. 2. The resurrection of those thalt are Christ's
people at his coming.,

3. The inflictic -~ "inment upon the world,
and then its renew.u. or restoration.

4, The personal wreign of Chrisv, end the establish-.
ment of his kingdo

5, The seat of his government will be on Zount
Zion in Jeruscliel,

reign will be Torever,
millental period of nutitl:
NI ,ooud itrr and nower, excent Thov
4, bust-after tnat Ls done, he reisns forever.

I

T™e duration of

The Chrigtion C.oexver not only emphagized nronillenerien vievs,

e

Mo it algo nubliched dlovenpational views in three onthly instalments



in 1853, entitled: "The Mystery of the Present Dispensation.”™ In the
third' of these instalments, an outline is given of the events in this

dispensation and in those to come,

I:J

¥ing

In the present dispensation God 1s spes ¢ to the Gentiles, to take
out of this age, "a people for hisg neame," Then there will be a time of
vlessing to the Jews when Christ returns ané restores Israel., A dis-

1

nensation will follow when all the Gentiles seek the Lord end the king-

dom of Cod will then be esteblished. The writer states his reason for

At to ©the nature and order of the Divine
2y will go far to relieve the mind of
ermls resnechting the annarently antagonlstic
irlJ 167eg of universality end liritztion, both o
of which are espdcially prouinent in the scriptures.,” 22.

This is the age of election but after Christ has
Shurch, which is the Bride of Christ, to God, then Christ will reign

. . 2
hge of universsllity. £0.

strong Reaction to the Christian Observer,

)

Rev, R, A, Iyfe was the one man who could do more than anyone else
aton any radical beliefg 7 ~oeading. His name is one of the

weatest in Canaedian Bantist history.

Robert A. Fyfe was born in Canada. Ba

verted and not long after decided Lo become a minister, He received ni
wieological training at Hewton Theological Institution in Massachusests,
e he returned to Canade !

e served as minlster of a number of cimwrclhos,
2% il be remembered chlefly as the Founder and p:inoinal ok
candian Literery Institute in VWoodsboel, In this vosition he ~as able

*- s .y oy - - -2 3 P e Rl o= g e 41 9 1 s “n-' Ay ey e b3
couch most of thie devertients of work in the denomination,



Perhaps the resul®ts of his work have been summarized best in a

sketch by Dr, John McLaurin who writes:

1its heterogeneous elements, we Leoall his memory

to-day. He found us Englishmen, Irishmen, Scobtchmen

and Americans, and made us all Ce anadians,., ‘/hen he

began his viork we were divided Into half a dozen

hostile mps qard-shell, soft-shell, and no shell

at all; ’clo and Topen' and half-viay. botﬂeen, and

Tast and ”eob. And now from Juebec to Windsor an ,

from Hiagara to Zort Arthur, we ere one 3cople. AR

"As the father of our denomination, as the unifier of
. |
3

ct

no definit

n

There 1 e evidence that Dr. ¥yfe had eny discussions

]

with Mr. Inglis or My, Pyper concerning their premillenarian views.
.The fect, however, that he wrote a book entitled: "The Soul and the
Kingdom" in’” 1859, expressing his idea of Christ's kingdom shows that

‘he was trying to counteract a trend of thought in Baptist life.

Dr. Fyfe was ovpposed to the whole scheme of interoretation

sracticed by the Millerites, the followers of William iiller, He says:

"They set at defiance the recelved 13W° of inter-
pretation and out such meanings as suited themselves
upon various portions of God's Word, and the
mischievous “ewb1up of their course have long since
been developed.'" L

v .-

Iy their way of internrebing scrintures, many who had been lillerites

Tound that they could not trust .z Bible., Meny because of this lost

citelr faith in it and some lost their falth in religion and becano

Dy, Fyfe warned those of his day vho accepted thig sane method of

intercretation. Any one who builds his hope upon his mode of infer-

reting the gceriptures, or derives his peace Trom go:ze necullar views,

)

“oich the mass of his sincere fellow-~Chrigtisng canneot share it him,

Ty o - A4
-3 Uhon more aanoerous grount, ~—

o

~norefuting the ddea of »remilleniclism or of a milleniw: of any

.,.__(



ﬁﬂd, Dr. Fyfe believed phat the founding of Christ's kingdom is not to be
; future event but a kingdom that has already been set‘up, and he

@ferréd to Hatt. 11l:12; Matt, 12:28, 54; Lu. 16:6, 17:20 to support his
oontentions This age in which the gospel is to be preached began at
‘entecost. The kingdom of CGod often refers to this gospel age and also

o its effect upon-the hearts of men. It is FTor the coming of this reign

or the extension of tals kingdonm or
4

=5

o
Pl

i

hat we are taught to ovray. It

o>

to labour, ——=*

£

eign thet we are urge
" To. the question of why we are to pray for the coming of the king-
~om when it is already set up, Dr. Iyfe wrote:

"It is for the universal dominion of Christ that
we are taucent to pray, that his reign may become
more absolubte over tie wearuQ of individuvals,_and

A5

be extended over a great number of hearts.' e

r

The idea of a iiteral personal reign of Christ upon the earth was
ne which Dr. Fyfe could not countenance., He believed that this wvas
mxing men dependent more upon the senses than upon the gpirit.

n hig thinking\hé contended that God has been leading men out of sin
cealing with them more and more in a spiritual wey. God hog thus
ousht to develop the faith of men ond not sense, If there was Lo be

nersonal reign of Chrisgt this wo.id be contrary to 2ll of God's wvorking

“th men,  Hen ought rather to assoclote .saving faith with his

pirituel vresence,

LC:_.LO

There is very little rccorded about »nrenillenizlism in the
50 to 1875, The DBrethren rovenent may have been tryving to branch oub

tnada ot this time, for in 186046 a series of letters was uwritten to

n liessenser about tiwe nroposal by George :mlier of the



all the small sects. The Christian liegsenser

Jrethren group to unite
L - . . . ' | . -
wes the demominational paper of the Nova Scotia Baptists at this time,

| The correspondence on this question vas cerried on by oune vho
i .

"1!‘1

-wrote pseudonymously under the men name of "imason" and another
5., ¥, Kends=ll of Zydney, Nova Scotia,

"Imeson" cannot conceive oFf tine Zrethren wanting to join with other

rsects., This is because they have abandoned the Bible and are

"The Plymouth Brethren sey Christians must be one -
the lines must be rubdbed ovt, and the sects blended.
And vhat is their nracvice? VWhy, in order %o

I their ovject they form enother society,
itu new sect,'" 48



ITT, THE FLOURISHING PERIOD, 1378-1905

od of temporary gulescence concerning DrewLxlen«qli sm

1_ .

‘The per

Parongst Canadian Baptists ended ebruptly in 1878. For some vears after

- this, premillenielism was a live question and caused much discugzion,

| In October, 1878, Hev. Joshue Denovan delivered a lecture to the
| . .

tBaptist Ministerisl Conferen at Brantford entitled: "The Scriptur

: ,

-

“iDoctrine of the iillenium.” It was published in the Conadian Japtist

'the following month, Thereafter Tor an extended period of time this

inancr geve considerable space to articles expressing opinions both Tfor

faﬂd esainst premillenialism,
Joshua Denovan's position can be traced to Scotland. He was born

-

there, in Glesgow, in 1829, IHe did not come to Canada until 1866.
g E

K

;_ae next year he wias asked to become missionary to the Sapitist churches

?of central Cenada and for two years he -1 bouv@d at Smith™s Falls,
“Al'nonte and Carleton Place, =

In 1871 ¥y, Denoven went to Liontreal and while he was theré his

1

influence was felt not only over the province of Quebec, but over much

48, ; . A :
of eastern Ontorio as well, For =owe yecars he wag nresident of the

Grend Lﬂgne Biseion., At this =7 -, vhile in slontreal he beceme

3

inseres ted in education and this brought him into cloge friendshivp with

o

Dr, Fyfe who was the principal of the Institute at Vloodstock. For a

-

 short tine Iir. Denoven ministered to the Immanﬁel_ﬂaptist Chuareh in.
the same church in which Dr, Hyfe and i, Pyper had been
Manisters a nuwber of yeocrs before. IMr, Denovan had to resign on
2ecount of 11l health. Other irportant positions held by :ii'. Denovan

i

ere Choirman of the Boew

ot}

ol Governors of e



20,

president of the Upper Canada Tract Society.

In the naper given to the HMinisterial Soclety in Brantford Joghua

Jenovnn stated his premillenial wviews bluntly and geve hig reasons for

o ot
12

[~

Aibellev1ng them, The central oguestion he answered was whether Chr
}should return to ‘the earth personally for the purpose of inaugurating,
or an ing and ove%-rultpg this lessianic emplre, or do so by the

r ~

agency of mis Spirit and the instrumentality. of His word and His saintg..=2

One of the positions held by some premillenielists which Denovan
contradicted was that the gosvel is just for a witness in the world.
‘e declared emphatically that the gospel is vo save men, ==

Althouvgh he was gquite harsh with some bellefs that had become a part

o
5

premillenialism there were others that scemed to be necessary to hinm.
At the beglnning of the paper, he said thawt he had avoided making the

second Advent a speciality of study, and had therefore no well-defined

«Zlleniel theory, no gcheme of events and dates oorresoon01ng with
ol.

prophetic- igures and predictions,
lir, Denovan did not have any scheme of future events dbut he

apparently considered thenm neceéséry to a true vnremillenial Conoeption,
The whole basis of Denovai' s argument ig that Christ's work of

salvation has two sides, it is a whole corwosed of two halves, tF

spiritual and the physical, The spirituel half of llessianic restoration

15 accomplished by His Word and Spirit; the material and physical half
. » ; 52 v E O T .
0y the perszonal reign of the nphysical Christ. 3& Fe claims that he hag
10t studied premillenialisi especially hut he gives a short outline in

»rool of the necosslity of the Lord's vremillenial advent,

49,
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"Seripture teaches that the binding and imprison-
ment of Satan is the vork of Jesus Christ Himselr,
- '"the mighty angel', 'iilchael, the man of sin and
son of perdition’ fPonery) 1 to be consuned bj th
spnirit oFf His mouth snd destroyed by the bri tpog
of Hig coming, 'the felse Dropheu' (uOQﬁm,nn ﬂjSl)
iu also to be consigned to the bottomless nit.
Wow comes the question, when are thege momentous ,
events to take place? If Christ Jesus does nobt
bind Seten till his revelation at the finsl 'dey of
judameﬁt’ then Satan must needs pass through the
ILlWGHXLm' somehow; 1f the Pepal 'beast' and bthe
iiohammedan 'false prophet' be not disposed of by
Christ ti1ll he appear on the last great dey, then
these two also rust needs somehow pass through the
millenial age, elong with the saintes., Is not this

argumentum sic ad absurdum,’ ié’

M

Joshua Denovan had epnarently some preconceived ideas about the

=

e

llenial period as he does not quote soripture to back up his claims,
To internret ''the man of sin'® as Popery end the 'false prophet' as
Mohamredanism 1s, of course, Deno#an's ovm viewpoint gathered from
non-scrintural sources,

To the objection to premillenialism raised by those who say that
geripture declares all the dead will rise together at the last trump,
‘Denovan answers that Jesus was speaking in a popular way and e meant
that He vould Dreceae in resurrection all the other dead.

A difficulty the postmili.cuialists are in this nosition is the
way in which the premillenialists picture Christ as apvesring.

Denovan denies here the ooncertio- of a secret ra@ture but points out
that Christ will come with power and great glory.

In the Tifth point of his paper Denoven zives the outline of

the millenium which he bCl;bVCu to be contained in scripiture:



"I, Jesus Christ will be the sole Ruler, His word
and will will constitute the whole law,

IT. Christ's apostles and his risen saints will

be maglsty aoos crd povernors everywhere, '

IXT,. The raised saints vill possess perfectly

holy bodies and minds and occupy positions ol

social distinction and of course will be on the
{ avge of truth and purity.

IV, In circumstances so very favourable -to moral
culture and spirituval enlightenment the conversion
of the race asg it rises will be a very common
OCCUITENCE.,

5 Ve Vlith respect to the unregenerate part of the
human race, they will Ffeel themselves to be s0
‘decidedly in the minority, and so subordinate
they will navurelly coniorm to the prevailing
CUS TN,

mugst be adced the chenged condition
sphere, ?@su*b»ng from the expulsion of
.ﬂ - .

b=
.
}

t
of the atm
dLODOLiC&l influence,

VII. Mankind unharassed Dy excegsive or unwholesome
toil; unexhausted by the excitement of war and of
business @5 now prosecuted and free from physical
diseases and death shall have ar wle time to
accunulate both &QOHWCGCO and wisdom, “a to use
them both after they have Dbeen aoouLﬁod P24,

. The unique development of premillenislism among vhe Baptists of

.

Canada is here exemplified in %t~ hel s of Joshua. Denovan,

-
e
o
=

Althousgh he went farther than anyone else in oubtlining the events o

Lord's second advent. Therefore it seens necessary to point
out thet the Amerlcan ini

o

with thnelr extreme prew

v r’e'lv in Canadea,

that the Lord's coming vaos

Rt}

Joshue Denovan, however, thousht

Craviins near becougse of the startiins mentel and religious devolon-
- - N -~
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ment of the time and because of the record in hisbtory of mOhmeeQﬂnLgﬂ

and the Papacy. He also thought that the way in which Christianity

7a8 spreading made the time of the end of the age seem near. 22

.‘“J

In the week following Joshua Denovan's address, the Cansdlan

Baptist printed a paper by Dr, Herman Lincoln of Newton Centre,

Yagsechusetts, on the premillienizl re Lgn.-§§'

Dr. Lincoln noted thot premillenialism had aprecd in the United
States but mainly among people of the Episcopal and Lutheran churches,

He congidered the doctrine unscriptural and unbenable., The doctrine

had a1w°yu proven in history to have taken the form of a s_ir:tual

disease 1s the opinion of Dr., Lincoln. Premillenialism is unhistorical

’

beceuse after the Jews have accomplished their purpose in preparing

for the i.essiah, it makes them again the favoured people of God, his
chosen ones distinguished above tvhe Centiles. The unity of the

gospel in which Paul gloried, dissolving the barriers between Jew and
. i ] - s B » . L] v, e | r‘
CGreek, is lost and the old distinctions are re-established. 2.

The greetest objection Lr. Liucoln had ageinct this doctrine however,

as that it lgnored the ctonement by substituting the Jewisnh idea of
& reisning lessiah for the Chrigcian idea of a suffering Xessialh, one
vho redeemed the world becausge he came to save a lost rece. o8-

There must have been a rather strong feecling among some Capa dlan

Beptists egeinst prem“llen ligm at this time to evoke the cutburst of
vritine againast it. Rev. John Crewford of the Institute at vicolsbtock

~Ro

Lr, Crawford was of Scotch parentage. He came to Canads 1n 15868
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24,

and soon after settled in Cheltenham, After eight years of scrvice

he was called to a professor's chair in the Institute of Woodstock

vhere he remsined for ten years. He helped to found Pralrie College

in Western Cenada. 59.

Mr, Crawford says that he began his series of articles against

Joshua Uenovan at the request of a number of ministers of the denomina-
tion who desired him to present his views in the Canadian Baptist.:

-

¢ first of these articles appears in the ilsstue of the Canadian

b

Bantist for Nov., 2lst, in 1878,
Be begins by expressing wonder that Mr. Denovan could have become

involved in these oell ers

"Holding as he doe
gospel truth, it
managed to envelop

s, bthe orthodox fundamentals of

s amazing to me how he hag

himgelf in this dense millenarian

. foz. He and all millenarians are uvtterly without any

g principles of internretation., They invariably 1nter—ﬂq
pret according to wiat appears to suit their theory."2U

kir. Crawford stated the rules which he had formulated after some
study, to apnly when interpreting 0Old Testément prophecy:
1, If an 014 Testawment prophecy be delivered in special language,
end the fulfillment takes plec. - tor the antl-type has come 1t will
be ful "Llled in the anti-type and not in the type or literally.
2. If the languaée of the »r phocv be not typical and consequently
has no anti-type, the fullfilluent will be literal, no matter in whot

tine the fulfillment talkes place, 61,

Profegsor Crawlford also convended that Christl's kingdon had

already been set up on the earth,

Tn the issue of the Concdinn Doptist Cor Dec, 12th of the sane
vear, Creviford invelsled apoinst millenavianis: because heretical




. 25,
groups through history have been associated with millen ianism. The

-~

rmen who went over to the **j’outh'Brethren group or to the ¥illerites

B2

were flrst mixed up in mLTlonaf;.nism.

In succeeding articles lir. Crawford proved to his own satig-

faction that the Lord would not come until the final judgnment; at

. ) . C e . 65,
that time the last of the church's enenmies would be destroyed, -
He also stated thet interpreters make an imporbtant blunder in

supposing that Revelation 20 teaches that there will be no Satanic

e , , G4,
nfluence at viork during the thousand years, —

b

the Canadian Beptist at this

®

Rev, ¥Williem Mulr was the editor o

time and when an unknown writer oritioized Dy, Crawford in the issue
of November 28, 1878 for writins in harsh terms against the pre-
. .

millenial views of Joshua Denoven, ¥r, kuir wrote that the terms used

in favour of

c-L
-
&
<
I.Jn
o]
2

were not too strong., Appavently he was quit

2

™ K1 KN
tan Saptist,

_.'-

the doctrine strongly refuted in the Cenad:

-

A Rev, Viillism Arthur wrote an article for the Conadinn Santist

. * ]

onposing premillenialist viewg, He held that futurity Jjudgments and

providentiecl desizsns be within the nrovince of God and no one needs

o
[SRWY

to makxe it hiig chleid concern .- 2uotle them, -~

Another minister now came forward with premillienlial views,

Rev., A, A. Camevon of Cttawa. He thought that the signs of the times
all pointed to a speedy termination of all human affairs. ‘hen thig.
takes place the judgment must come Tirst and teke vhe alnner, oand

then thig old uncongenial eartn wvll be burned upn, He belleved in a

simulteneous resurrection o the just and unjust and referrel to

Faliad
2l

Jehn 5:30, Jude 14:15, and Dsniel 12:12 to prove hig vnoint, -~
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A men named 3. Rusgsell wrote in the Conedien Bentist in March,

1879 to refute Dr. Crawford's statements concerning the

1 )

resurrection, In the next month the same man wrote and mentloned

=00

a number of men who held the vremillenialist position, chief among

=1 being Bichop Titcomb, Canon Ryle, Rev., C, LI, Spurge on, CGeorge

[wller, Canon Baldwin of Montreal and Dr. Seiss of Philadelphia, <ux

Vhen Joshua Denovan had been criticized by a number of men for

.

his premillenialist views, he said that he had neither thought nor

E

read on the subject sufficiently to form any thoroughly digested and

jor}

. . o s &
viell defined opinion., ==

{w

Dr. Crawford, in his second article of hisg series in the

Canadian Bantist against wpre m¢1¢en1allﬂm, asked that 1T any one

would like to criticize his beliefz, he would be very glad 1T they
vould do it by way of reascned reply. As S. Russell of Paluyra,

Ontario, was the only one wio took the trouble to answer him directly,

b

1t would secem as though the premillenislists were not very sure o
their nosition.

Tt would be difficult o .. .= just how'strong the teéndency
?Qward.premillenarianism wasg at this time. Some men in positions of
éuthority such as Rev. Alexender Crant (1854-1896) held these vievs,

Rev. Alexender Grant held nastorates in Yinnipeg and London
and vas the minister at Telbot Street Church in London when he vas
cnlled to be the Tirst Supe“inten;ent_él Fome idesions in 1884,  He
Lzld the doetrine of the Livwediste second coning of Chriet and the

-

Senacity with which he held these views offended sore of {he neople

Go



to whom he ministered, 68.

The trend must have been toward premillenislism rather than
away Trom it at this time as can be seen by the trouble Dr. Calvin
Goodspeed took to refute the doctrine,

Dr. Goodgpeed was the pastor of the Baptist Church in Voodstock

En

~until he was made Professor of Theolopgy at the
stock., He was called to be Professor of Systematic Theology atb
Mekioster in 1689, a position he held until 1905 when he went to
Baylor University. 29.

In 1900 Dr, Gbodspeed wrote a book entitled: "Messiah's Second
Advent“; in which he took the postmillenial view. Ie deall
sysvemat tic cally with the vearious guestions of milleLariaﬁusm¢ the
Resurrection of the dead, the judgment, the~kingdom and
of the gospel

In the last chapter of his book Dr. Goodspeed'deals with some
of the evils of premillenislism, -

i belief held by some premillenialists which he depnlored was
that the coming kingdom'proolaime@ by Christ end John the Benitist
was not accented by the Jews and therefore had to be nestponed until

7).

the second coming of Christ, ~=

Dr. Goodspeed objcecelbed to the premillenarian nessiuistic outleok

of the rospel dispensations To typify thig view with which he

“izgoereed he quoted Canon hyio of imgland:

Tt
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"I believe, finally,that it is for the safety,
happiness, and comfort of all true Christians to
expect as little as possible from churches, ox
governments under the present dispensation, to
hola themselves ready Tor tremendous conversions
: and changes, of all Lﬂ“ngP egstaebliched and ©o

‘ . expect their good fjings only from Christ's

Second Advent. e

Shortly after Dr, Goodspeed's fair-sized wamphlet was published,
Rev, William 3Stewart ;eviewed it, taking a premillenial poin
was enbitled: "The Return of the Lord."

Rev. Williem Stewart was of Scotch ancestry. He wes educated in
Scotland at AnnanvAcademy and Glasgow University. In 1856 he came %o
Caneda, After serving as minister several places in Ontario, he
joined the stalff of ‘Joodstock College, later became principal of the

logical College at Neshville, Tennessee, and finally was principal

=
o
O

of the Toronto Bible Training School, 13884-1906, --=°* after a yastorate

in James 3t., Hamilton. It was while he was principal of the 3ible

Training School that he wrote the pamphlet concerning Dr, Goodspeed's
book,
Dr. Stewart gquotes Dr. J, M. Stifler of Crozer Theological

Seminary as an advocate of promillesnial doctrine.

"Premilleniallism-«is not a s I

of mind, a tendency, an attitude toward the
whole Book, which reads the Bible exegetically
rather than ki , . end accents ity n»lain
statedents Tasghion." L&

Fe alszo hag the presumpition to include Professor C, H. Briggs of Union
Theological Seminery in the »remillenialist school.

"Mihat is needed today is the sci
of Holy ochouur,no O e '
irmpressed with the L 5

to the fubure whi
opened un." 735,

Ll &V C
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In Dr. Goodspeed's examination of certaln important questions

 d
D.u

n his book, Dr. Stewart says he has digmissed the passages in

€3]
Q

ripture Which teach the truth most clearly. 75. Dr, Stewart refers
to Dr, Goodspeed's charge against the premillenialists of dividing
the churches, paralyzing missionary effort and setting up rival
institutions, and answers by stating that Dr. CGoodspeed unfairly
makes the premillenialist scheme of interpretation responsivle for
the teaching-of Seventh Dey Adventists and other materialists, 77.

The position of Dr. Stewart in relation to postmillenialism is

glven when he affirmz that there is not a single stabtement in the

New Testament that warrants us in expecting the conversion of the

world or even the prevalence of rlghteousnes% and peace on the earth,

before the second coming of the Lord, 18

He says that premillenialism is found on almost every page of the
Hew Testament and isibund in much of 0Ld Testament prophecy. L2

Dr. 3tewart adds in conclusion that he has no sjmpathy with those
who fix dates or map out fubture events. Tne times and scecasons are in
cod's handsg and while some make calcula tionz, he urges men to be
looking for the Lord's returi. o

How widely Dr., Stewart's pamphlet was read in Canadian Baptist
¢circles 1s a matter of conjecture. Apparently it exerbed only limited
influence as shortly fter its publication, Canadian Baptist interest

‘n millenial speculation went into rapid decline as the next chapter

is designed to show.
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IV, PERIOD OF DECLINE.

From about 1905 until the beginning of the first orld ¥ar in

1914 there is little evidence of interest in the doctrine of pre-

aillenialism in Canada. The main trend was toward decline. There

Nad

yould likely have been a steady decline to the present date but for
the Yar which caused a mnild resurgence.
al beliefs during the

period 1905-14 vas that of Rev. Elwore Harris, He vas born in Brant-

ford, educated at Toronto and kcilapster Lnﬂversi ties, and his two

pastorates were in St., Thomas and W&1mev aoad, Toronto. Tor gome yeax

succeeding 1895 he was preasident of the Bible Training School in
Torontovénd also leoturéd'after 1906 at Mcilaster, Z=¢ Dr, Harris was
therefore in a number of positions of auti
to make his premillenial views
nd strove to make this outlook normetive for the Bible Treining Schoo
(later Torontd Bible College), into which he and Mr. J. Shenstone pu
a greet deal of wmoney. Dr. Harris's bitter campaign of attack on

Prof, I. G, Matthews is a n'l~s~*-~~ n Canadian Bantist History.

~ LUl e - o

Tne decline of premillenialism in this period can be traced to
the rige of fundamentalism. Biblical criticism had been in vogue Tor

.
T

zome time and the various fundamentalist groups were now coordlinating

=

bo 1t. Yhe Matthews' controversy was the

their efforts in opposition

Tirst indication of thig trend among Cencdlian Bapti

“
SUTSoe

1

knovn. He was a keen dispensationalist,



S e, b B

Mild Resurgence,

The World War brought with i1t a resurgence of the doctrine of
premillenialism. In the United States there were m11lenlal move-
ments which grew very strong and had their influence upon Canada.,

In February, 1914, a large company of nmen and wonen from every
part of Canada and the United States met at the Moody Bible Institute
Tor a prophetic confarence, They decided that

"the Second Coming was considered to be the
key to the philosophy of history and to the
Holy Scriptures. Signs of the times gave
ample proof _fhat Christ's appearing was
inminent," =2

Before this time the Bible expositions of C. I. Scofield,

embracing the Brethren views on the interpretation of Scriptvre, had

-

‘been widely disseminated. As a resulit a picture conceotlon of

et

adventism was held by many. It produced excesses of visionary

83
expectancy, ==°
Canadien Baptlst Position, -

i

\mon, Cunad ien Baptists during the war years Rev., J. J. Ross
& X -

was one of the advocates of - " "lenisallsm. He was educated ab

Vloodstock College and Lickasgter University. His pastorates were at

o

Chatharx, St, Catharines, Loncdon, Hamilton and Toronto. In 1902 the

> ]

Toronto Globe wrote of him: "He 1s recognized ag one of the ablest

{1

preachers and Dlat.orm speakerg in Vegtern Ontario." 22X
Dr. Ross HTOtG an article 1n the Canedian Bontist in 1918

ntitled: "The rooh sic Zra,™ in which he saild:
b4

"Lilke many others, since thilis terrible world war
-broie upon the race, I have heen reoading and
thinkins moic ) chie ook of
Revelation, ™

\ee
LS



e had his own scheme of the ages based on Revelation.
1. The Age of Judgment mingled with Grace, Chaps. 1-19,
2. The Age of Feace or Kingdom Asc,

s already past. Chaps. 21 and 2

=
V)

5. The Age Supernal - when Judgment
Rev. J. J. Ross is quite dogimatic when he makes the statement:
"There can he no doubt as to the fact that the
three and a half davs, or yegvs of the Revelation,
n e

is the game period referred to
seventieth week. (Dan. 7:25, ¢

at a Bible Conference in 1918 in the Thurso Baptist Church in <Juebec.
Rev. J. J. Ross was the leader., The Conference lasted March 12-16
end Rev, Ross gave a message on "The Revelation". g6 He was at the
time minister of the James Street Baptist Church in Hemilton.

The only other writing of a premillenial nature in the Cenadian

Beotipt of this period wes an article by a Rev, E, P, H. King on

"Mhe Yirath of the Lamb". His subject was based on Rev, 6:15-17 and

MSurely that day and that aspect of revelation

the Lord Jesusg are yet Tuture.”™ Z.L-
But not many were cauzht uvp by millenarian idea because of the
conditions war brought Fforti. . o the chaplains of the British

and Foreign Sallor's Society, Rev., D, J, Rowland, writing in the

Canadian Bantilist in 1918 speaks of the kingdonm of God as already

having becn esteblished on the earth.  There are some, he =ays, who

conceive of the kingdom ag entirely Tuture and will be set up only

when the Lord returas., When they proy, "Thy kingdom come,™ as’
Christ directed, they only expect an answer with the second coming

of Christ. There are cone, lr, Rowland coxntinues, who

"the gospel kingdom, "the millenial kinglom", conveying

32.

Do



e g

of several distinct kingdoms but would it not be better (because more

seriptural) to talk, about the kingdom in the gospel, the millenial

or eternal ages° £8,

The United States conbinued to have an influence on Canada
through the premillenial conferences. There.Were Bible Conferences
held in New York and Philadelphia in 1918 that.were premillenial in
cheracter but in 1919 the emphasis changed. At the Vorld's Bible

Conference in Fhiladelphia in 1919 the interest moved from apocalypiic

4

1
s g ) . '3 ‘are . e 2 o .Y
ideals to fundementalism, 82° William B. Riley was the leader of the

ci

Jonte

nberdenominational and international movement.

In 1922 William B. Riley helped to organize the Baptist Bible

Union as a protest egainst the liberal elements in the Northern

Baptist Convention of the United States, Later Dr, T. T. Shields of
Toronto became ggsoclated with the Bible Union and was made president,.
The Union wasg interested in Ceclerin the fundamentalist position

and premillenialiswm was taken for granted,
Dr, Shields was now possessed with the desire to fight "modernisnm"
vherever he found it, althovsh he hnd not bheen identified with the

premillenial ovtlook.. While ne wus still president of the Bapt t
Bible Union, he began a campaign ogeinst "modernism" in Mckaster
University and especially acainst Professor CGeorge Marshall, The
controversy which engued In the Japtist Convention of Ontario and
Tuebec resulted in Dr. ZShields' forming the Union of Hegular Santist
cuurches of Ontario and Juebec,

‘nen the controversy had passed it could be geen that chiefly

the churches of a premillenic



hid

Oy

Conventvion.

Dr. Snlelds himgelf was strongly opposed to the premillenial

1

and dispensational teaching of vhe Scofield Reference edition of the

Bible which was taught Iin the Moody Bible Institute and other Bible

gchools in the United States. These views were propagated first

(&8

over a hundred years aszo by Bdward Irving, of the "Catholic Apostolic
church, and J, N, Darby of the Brethren group. They spread over all

the world and were sgupported by some even in many of the larger

denominetions., A number of the snaller sects took them .over almost

ompletely.

The teaching of premillenialism in the Toronto Baoptist Seminary,

which Dr, Shields established in 1927, was based on the book "The
Aponroaching Advent of Christ." by Rev, Alexander Reese. He was
Preshyterian minister who did a great deal of research in the

Darbyist doctrine beflore writing his book,

,imD1Y an examinatlion of prophetic theories
A ined a large acceptance anong EZvangeli-
icLus Fundamentalists in all the Probestant
hes, ”lymouth Zrethren, Keswick and similar '
movnﬁﬁncs Tren.tomnes “ﬂ,“e teachers and evangellsts
and. sll whose 1o are toward a realistic nro-

sramae of the Znd,™ ZY.-

(¥

atation and speculation is sunied up in
the words of Dr., Albert Schweritzer on the spivit of the age:

"The enirit of vhe ane dislike g
ar believes that vhav is siywle can be
4

it no lons
profound. It loves vhot fg comlicated and

. (\”
resards Lt as nrofound. M
A . . - .. 3 —~ - U FUGRE I . K vy T Von & N T -
A murhaer of churches soon hroke avey Trom the Union of Resvlar

Churehes and fow:ied an Indevendent Bantist Fellowshin.



One of the minlsters of this Independent group, Clerence M. Xeen,

pastor of the High Park Baptist Church in Toronto, publisghed a

"pamphlet on the second coming a few years later, His main argument’

was against the postmillenielists, who, he said, did not understand
the Bible.

ve the Bible to be the Vord of
cd, and our only rule of faith
and practice., ﬂany them are saved and Ct
larger number gre perfectly sincere but t©
under a falge impression, & preconceived Ltea, a
delusion.” 2.

"Many of them be
God divinely in

me
‘d

Mr. Keen held thet God deals with the.race dispensationelly as Fe had
revealed it to us in His Vord, and he brings the charge against the
postmillenialists of‘either not making any division in the VWord of
truth or luproperly dlviding it. 22.
Another premillenial idea in Ir, Keen's conception:of this age

is that while the Gospel is being preached the world is growing
vorse and worse end will continue to do so until the Second Coming of
Christ, 2%,

« The fact that many of thé churches which left the Baptist Con-
vention of Ontario and Zuebec were of a premillenial stanp mede the
decline of premilleniselism amoiy: -he Convention Baptist churches even

sharx per'~ a decline amply reflected by the scarcity of materialgs

Dr, John ieclNeill in his book: Mkany IZansions", published in
1986, nrobebly swas vp best the attitude tovard premillenisclism
among most Canadian Bepltists of todey. Fo omne couvld be Mmore cualified

k3

than Dr. Lacle:

-

-
-]
v

of . ~ At e e - .7 r
1 to spealkx for the Comvention Septists, at least o

Ontario 2nd “uehec, D, Liaclieill wag educabted at lcmaster University,
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formed throughout the west,

Baptist churches were very likely inflﬁenced to some degree by
this premillenialism. In 1939 Rev, J. B, Harris, then pastor of the
Lethbfidge Baptist Chgrch Alberta, wrote an article on: "A Sane
Premillenialism in the Ve stern Deptist.” This waes likely written to
counteract the dispensationael viewg which held sway in meny of the
small sects in the west,

Mr, Harris' first argusent is that only premillenialists can

lenial view makes

(‘1'!—1'?\ ]
Seml

O

look for Christ's return. He gays that the p
it immossible to be looking for Christ's rebturn at any time for
the milleniwn begen to-morrow, His return would be centuries beyond

our da Also he gpeaks of Christ's parable of the wheat and the tares

3

as teaching in fevour of premillenialism because the tares are Tound

rig dovm bto the end of the age., Mr. Harriz favours

w2

in world-evengelization. Another resson is that no serious gethacks
ican be given to the premillenialist because he does not expect this age

50 bloom into the millenium throu, . vhrils
To offset the radical elements in nremillenialism in
sr, Harris warns apeinst date-getiting, He urges, too, a greater

i should not be made o test of orvhodoxy.

"Unleseg the howne of our Loxd's return igc a2 »urilying
hope to ug, then our interest in it will becone a

hes ru~~ﬁ?cuu1n~ thing. ™ 98,




V. CONCLUSION

One of thé things which stands out cleerly in this examination
of Canadian Baptist premillenarisn thought is its unigue character,
It is unique Eeoause it followed neither: 1. Ingland, nor 2. America,

The premillenisal influence of the Brethren in Englend does notb
seem vto have directly affected Canadian’thought,‘

Although premillenialism gained sway for some years in Canada’
prior to 1900, even during these years its expfession wa.s néver as
radical as teaching of the kind in the United States. When the
American influence was brought in, it was opposed., It might even
be stated that adventism was an extreme form of premillienialism
and that the adventism of Williem Miller gained very 1it tle headweay
in Canada.

Joshua Denoven was tie strongest exponent of premillenialism
among Ceanadian Baptists and the reaction to his ideas was gironger than
against those held by others on the subject.

The pogition of Dr., Shields down Lo the nresent day also serves
to 1lliustrate the unique character of.milleﬁmi al tdoughtiamong
Canadian Babtistm. He refuses to go so far as to accent the Darbyist

A s P N

teaching of some of the Amerienn ihle Schools.

The extreme groups of premillenialists among, Canadian Banvists at

this time sc sociated with the Indenendent Baptict Fellow-
ship which split away from the Uni ion of Regular Baptist Churches, It

o7 doctrinal differences oozderning premillenialism.

.
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nromililenarian L@T hes Ceclined detlinitcely emong Convention Zantists of
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Canada who have by experience becomé wary of the tendency to go to
the extreme and degenerate into bitter clashes of nersonalities,
Nevertheless, although official éttitudes_in the councils of the
Convention have frovmed on millenial enthusiasm, there has been
widesgpread interest in the "blessed hope™ among large sections of
the leity, especially those whose roots are not deep in Bantist

st Church is traceable %o

e

soil, and whose membership 1in a Bapt
immeréionist and literslistic views rather then to Baptilst
principles. The "old line™ Baptist 1s not an apocalyptist, dbut
the convert swept into membershiy by revival methods sometimes is,

Therefore there is alweys an uneasy tendency to drift to tabernacles.

and assemblies on the part of such people, or an anxiety to invite

?postponements of such views with our pulpits and Sunday Schools

because they have an emotional "mesgsage'. The price of our

historic freedom ig still eternal viglilance,
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