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CHAPTER 1.
Pro qrese of Anabaptlst Thought up to the Sixteenth Century.

The name Anabaptism means re-baptism or baptizing agnin.
The Anabaptists repudiated this nnme declaring that the baptism

received in infancy was not Bible Dapiism and that they were

gquite satisfied with one baptism. . The followers of Peter of

Bruis in the twelfth century conplained that Peter of Clugny
slandered them by calling them Anébaptists as did their Swi;s
and German brethern after them. The London confession, 1646,
protests that the English Baptists were commonly thoush un-
justlyv called Anabaptists. In 1653, Hagger'rebukes Baxter for
its use, "Ye do wickedly to call them Anabaptists thereby.to
cast odium upon us, why I pray you, are you so wicked and
malicious as to call them Anabaptists®. Blackwood, writing in
1645 complains‘of being nicknamed Anabaptists, "We deny vour
title; Anabsaptism signifies baptism again, our consciences are
fully satisfied with one baptism, providedlit be such as we
judge to be the baptism of Christ, and 1f our corscilences

judge that sprinkling we had in our infancy to be none of Christ's

baptism, I ask you whether can we in good conscience rest satiss

1. _ .
fied therewith'? Nevertheless they retained the name Anabaptist.

The history of these interesting people dates back several
centuries. To say that the fundamental difference between
them and other religlous sects lies in the method of Baptism is
wide of the truth, the distinction 1s much broader, deeper, and

°

more radical. There was no need for serious protest against

ok,
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Roman Hisrarchy, for examplie, on the subwpct of immeraion, for it
was a settled cudtom down to the thirteenth century »nd is still

the custom of the Greek church. The living and underivinz
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princivnles of Anabaptist churches relate to the soverelsn

abgolute headship of ChW1qt, to the exelusive authoeriss of
cripture as containing his law for the direction of 21 thir—z:
to the supernatuwsl regeneration of each Christian Tormming

churches: to the liberty and resnons ibility to God of each

individual conscience; and to the complete senapation ol o

1. Avmitage ~ History of the hlotiuhu, Pape HET,
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~and state. However it must ever he kept in mind that thn
whole body of Anébaptists had never put forth an nutﬁonised
expression of their principles and practises in the form of a
creed aside from the Bible. | In.the main each separase chrich
expressed what 1t thought the scriptures required of it as a
church in a "Declaration of Faith".

1. : :
It remained for the twelfth century to witness the more

=
powerful rebellions against the church. In the earlier
centuries, there had been the individual protest against the
impurities, the vices and the cruelties of the Roman system
but they had been easily overpowered By the strong organization
back of the Papal See. The earliest of the more powerfﬁl
protests that took definite form grew out of the work of Peter
‘of Bruys who conducted preaching tours in Southern France and
after a score of years was bgrned as a heretic at St. Gilles
in 1126. Dr. Wall declaresgéhat Peter of Bruys was probably
the first anti-pedobaptist preacher that ever set up a church
or society of men holding views against infant baptism. We
are‘indebted to dn enemyv of Peter of Bruyé for a statement of
his teachings which are as follows;

1. A4 rejection of tradition and an appeal to scrinture as the
sole authority in religion.

2. The Church, composed of believers, is a spiritual body,
and béptism ought to be administered only to such as belieye

e

in Chtist.

3. They denied the doctrine of transubstantiation.
4. Thev denied the doctrine of Purgatory and pravers for the
dead.

These so called errors are what Anabaptists held to be precious
and fundamental truths.
: . 3.
Henry of Lausanne 1118 - 11580, followed and wes closelrr

related to Pester of Bruys in his theology and fteaching. fite

was a monk of Clugnv who put off the cowl to become a Hronchnr
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Cof rirshteousness. His first impulse of rasistance to the o ooah

Vedder - Short lHistory of the Bantiastn. Poes 58,
Armitage -~ Historv of the Baptists., Pnso 287,
Vedder -~ Short History of the Baptlatn. Sweo 05
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was crused by the wicked lives of The clergy snd “he corruntion
not only tolerated but abefted 1f not ovenly prﬂcpised b the
highef dignitaries. He taught and oractised the baptism of
believers only, ﬁccepted The sunreme authority of scrinture,
and rejected the authority of Tradition. - In li48, thin noble
vreacher was condemned to solitary confinemaht-nnd diéﬂ 300N
afterwards.

Arnolda.da Brescia was another monk who could not fbllow‘
his vocation. The political corruptions of the Church in Italy
at this period made a deeper impression on him than the religious,
and throurghout his career he was a reformer of political even
more than of religiousﬂinstitutions. " His wonderful success
attracted the atﬁention of Rome and was soon fdllowed v his
defeat, surrender, and martyrdom, his body being burned and his
ashes thrown into the Tiber. The chief significance of Arnolda
as regards Anabaptists is that he was the first to proclaim with

insistence the doctrine of soul liberty and separation between

church and state. He also denied infant baptism and the sacra-

‘ment of the Mass.

<

The reformer of the twelfth century who made the deepest

‘and most lasting impression however, was Peter Waldo. He came

to notice in 1150 when past middle l1life and was a rich merchant
of Lyons. Being troubled about the salvation of his soui and
not réceiving the help and comfort through the usual channels of
the church, he consulted a learned theologian stating that he
desired to follow the most verfect wav. His teacher revplied

ell

w

in the words of Christ. "I thou wilt be perfect, o
that thouw hast and give to the poor, and fthou shalt have tressure

in Heaven and come take up thv cposs and follow me.Y Vialdo

o

accepted the advise lifterally, went home, provided for his wifse

T o RPN

and tﬁo daughters, and distributed the remainder of his Lo
to the poor. He set himself to a study of the scrintures ang
with this knowledge began to relate his experiences o the
peonle, who listenad eagerly to the story of the cross. ot

Fad

travelled from place to place, and the number of hisc converi:

mizivinlied rapidly.
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Aty o ovorl could noh o co om o rithount attractins thae atten-

tiom «nd arousins~ *he Jioalousy o o niieabs, Tinddo wnn Tor-
Hidden to praccell By the srehbichin of Ivons, and @n aonenl Lo
e Fowa brourshit no relief. He was received ltindl- by the

vona bus ordered not .to pracseh rithout the consent of Mis

fiiocestn. Denied the privelsse of vreaching, Waldo, who hnd

<

been up to this 'time a faithful son§ of the Church soon decided

v

o

‘that hée ought to obev God rather than man. He began preaching

tours and soon Southern France was nob only filled with his

L071owe*s but with lay Ureachers of the word. He demanded

three things: The voluntarv proverty of his preachers; the
free use of the Bible, and the right of-laymen to preach. The

preachers were known as the Poor lMen of'iyons and later theip
followers were called Waldensians. Waldo died ahout 1217, but.
onrevious to his death he and hils followers were gondemned by
the council of Wefone, and expelled from Lvons. Thence they
scattered all ovier continentdal Hurope and inéreased in numbers
in spite of bitter persecutions.

The rapid growth of the Waldensians was probably due. to
the preparation of the people by the preaching of Peter.of

Bruvs and Henry of Lasusanne. Wheye these men preached and their

£

followers lived, the soil weas found most favorable for the

£

provagation of the teachings of Waldo. These men had arrived
at thé same truths independently, the doctrines of fthe Waldenslans
being substantially identical with the Peterbruisians, the ner-
secutors of both being witness. Malntaining these views‘%hew

were the spiritual ancestors of the Anabaptist chumches that

spranes up all over continental Hurope just before the Lutheran

Reformation. It 1is an interesting fact that these fnabantiat
caurches were most numerous vrecisely where the "aldansinne of

a cou}%e of centuries previous has mostly flonrished and »whnra

their identitvy as Waldensians had been lost. Few wing havs

tudied this period, doubt but what there was an inviwats rea-
lation between the TtTwo movements.
From the thriteenth centurvy a nunbﬂr of lendera pnnas

who accented at least in part the doctrines held hr e Lot



i.
Imahanticta. Jonn Tauler 1290 - 1361 wng n nmrasin, Tor
girmt wvears he gsourht some one to lead him nearer o %od and ot
1aat, Tound his tﬁtor in a vnoor beaaar at the aate of ~ cathedral.
g Joinned Mimself with thosa 'movwn a5 the Triends 6f God an
Strasdurs and Colomne and was noied for hiao niety, elormennz nnd
learnin-~, Jonn iveliffe 13247-1380 was tho first srent master
to renlly catch the spirit of the Reformation. e was called
the lorning Star of the Reformation. Froude finds a resemblance

betresn some of Wycliffe's views and those of the Anabapitists,
1.
and some c¢laim him as a Baptist. Dr. Thomas Armitage thinks

it more accurate to say that many who carried his principles to

Sheir leéitimate conclusions became Baptists. His ﬁoundaﬁion
Drincibles were:l That all truth is contained in the scripture:
that Christ'is law is sufficlent by itself to rule Christ's'chruch;
that we must receive nothing but what 1s in the scriptures; that
whatever is added %o it or taken from it is blasphemous; that
no rite or ceremony ought to be received into the church but thnt
which 1is plainly confirmed by God's word; and that we admit no
concelusions that is not prowved by fthe teétimony of Scripture.
During his 1life time Wycliffe sent out great numbers of itinerant
preachers, who preached in market places, moors, comaons, and
wherever they could find hearers. They increased so rapidly that
Pove lartin raved against them in the most vulgar manner and
Archbisihip Courtney spent flve months in purging Oxford University
of thelr presence. The underlying spirit of Lollardism sought
the right of unfettered thought, the free interpretation of the
Bible as the rule of faith, and the apostolié simﬁlicitv of the
ordinences. |

Wycliffe'ls works and his translation of the scrintures had
a tremendous influence in Germany and especially in Bohemia on
the 1ives of John Huss and Jerome of Prague.  Anne of Bonems~
having become Queen of Richard 1l of Tngland an¥ intercourco

- )
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grew up between the two countries in which the En~lish Reformn»ig
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worlks were carried to Bohemia. When Huss and Jderomc weme
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2ll Bohemia were stirred, and in 1415 four hundred s 14
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B
nobics mnot oniy subscribed to fheir doctrines bhuh bhount i

l. Armitage - Historwv of the aptists, Poame 315,
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o vrotect the vrenchineg of God'!'a word on thelr estr
maintained the Bitle as the sunrame aubhority in all mnters of
doctrine. Later this body divided, part rejeching all that

was not expressly taught in the sg¥iptures and the others accent-

ing all ecclestical practises not expreassly forbidden. The
former attitude co-incided with the Anabapitist thourshs. Thav

were led by Ziska a most intrepid leader and were ca ]11l=d Tahorites.
’ 4 . .
In 1420 they published four%penﬁartlcles among which are the

That the faithful are not to receive the views orf

following

the 1éarned, unless they are found in the Bihle; that no decrees
of the Fathers, or ancient rite, or traﬂition of men is to be
retained, but those which are found in the NeW'Testament; that
infants ought not to be baptilsed with exorcisms; and that the
mse of sponsors should be discontinued. Some members of this
body . joined the Brethern of the Law of Christ or the Bohemian
Brethern. |

Peter Chelecicky whom Palacky ranks aS»neﬁt to Miss ag the
srcatest thinker of the fifteenth century, refused to join elther
of the Hussite factions. He dinsistcd on the necessity of the

new birth and thousght it better to baptize belivers onlyv who -

-could show theilr faith by their works. He says that Christ

speﬁks of faith first, and then of Bapiism, bub ho did not shrict-
ly adhere to this belief in practise; Peter formed a new narty
which through persecution became almost extinct in fifty vears.,

It appears that the Hussite énd Brethern adhered fairly strictly
to immersion as the mode of baptism. hat Erasmué said of the

o

Hussite was true of the brethern, "Thev admit none until thew
are dipped in water". |

At the openlng of the reformation pericd the ‘W-ldensia:
communities were numerous on the Cottian Alps, MNaplos,
Provence besides scattered congregations in Italy, Swi
Frances, and Germany and at various times were strong nt Bern,
Strasberg and Passau. hev were naturally attractad
reformation movement and thelr connccition with the Sohemiar

brethern became a turnine point in fheir history. e
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Po= T - orabtharicod grow raplidls o and scon nembered about one-~cunrher

: of t~na¢ populstion =nd in 18500 =l Pope ront 2 bond o Dominican
; ionits Lo preacihh amonsst Lhenm sand hold confnveancas in on en-

? deavor to win tha bac so sne fold. hres yenrs loser, Zinag

i
) ILadiaslnus 1l 1ssued bloody edicts banishing their laviien who

g refused to recant and commitioinrm chelr vrenchors to the flames.
g This scattered them but did not crush them. The persecution,
é with its tortures, impfisonments, and burnings, ended only with
é the King's death in 15186. Bohemia has been called the cradle

! of the Reformation.
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CHAPTER 11

THE ANABAPTISTS IN SWITZERLAND

The origin of the Anabaptists in Switzerlsnd is some™at
obscure. According to the writing of contémporaries, thev
received their main doctrines fromlsects that ante-dnted uhe
Reformation period. Vadian says .”There were Before the
Reformation people in Turich who, filled with errors, gave
birth to the Anabaptists. Grebel was taueght by thém; he did
not discover his own doctrines but was taﬁght by bthers”.

Whilé we have not any proof of a mistorical union betwéen

Anabaptists and the mediaseval sects, the. identity of their

religious convictions plainly show the Waldensians and Peter-

brusians. unmistakably forerunners of the Anabaptists. On the .
) 2.,

testimony of their enemies, these earlier sects lived quiet]

God fearing lives; Dbelieved all the articles of the Apostles

creed; were strongly anti clerical; lived quietly and rarely

appeared 1in history save when the chronicle of some town makes

casual mention of their existence or wihen an inguisitor ferreted

them out and recorded their so-called heresies. They objected

to all’ church festivals; to all blessings of buildings, crosses,

and candles; they alleged that Christ did not give his avnostlies

stoles; they scoffed at excommunication , at indulgences, and
at dispensations; they declared there was no regenerative

fficacy in infant baptism; and they were keenly alive to all

o

injunctions of Christian charity. These are the princivles in
the main for which Anabaptists contended, and, while we cannot
troace their continuous descent down o the period of the efor-
maetion we do find in the earliest decades of the.sixt@enth

4:,,_:,:

centurv notices of the existence of small pravine commmmitia

which have all fthe marks of those recorded in the inagulsitoras

-y

reports belonging vo the end of the fourteenth and beglnning of -

of the fifteenth centuries. Therise of the Anabuaptists o

suidenness which only the forepoing fuclhs can exvulinin. T

CMovement seems to have sprung un in many places nbouh tha sono

dder - Short History of the Bapbtists, Pape 75,
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2. Lindsay - History of the Heformiation, Vol. 11, Pnome dol,
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time and its general growitil was wonderful bhatwecn LESQ and

) .L - .

1570. “eller says "The anabaptish nievement was so ranid,
that the presence of Anabaptist views was speesdilv discovershle
in all parts of the land". He mentions Switzerland, loravis,
the south and north German states ‘and Holland with many prin-

Clbull sies and writes "The more I examine the documents of the

time the more I am astonished at the extent of the diffusion of

{
Anabaptist views"

Switzerland was no exception and fthe very suddenness of the
outbreak of the movement in Turich and other cen*%es Wwas no
doubt due to the fact that Zulngli was favorably impressed with
Anabaptist views especially the rejection of infant baptism,
nevertheless he was absolutely wedded to the 1dea of a state
churdh. He could not see how the church could exist apart
from the state. He had led the react¢onarv party against the
abuses of the church and had finally brought a separation:
between the Papal See and the reformers and had been uvheld in
his work by the counbil who now were the supreme authority in
matters of religlon. To ask these men to Pepudiate infant
baptism W&é asking them to unchurch themselves. vingli wan
compelled to choose bgtween the view of the An&bnpiéts reject-
ing infant baptism and separation of church and state, and
accept?ﬁce of infant baptism and a‘state church. IHe chose uthe
latter.

When XZwineli became leader of the Swiss Reformation, he

demanded obedience to the word of God in all Christian matters

2'
and resolved to reject what it did not teach. This was a

foundation principle which he laid down when debating with

3
Dr. Faber before 600 Romnn Catholics at Zurich in 1523. TIaber
asked who should be judges on the mabters in dispute and Zwinc-ll

wointed Tto the Scriptures. The Noctor proposed that fthe icrue

should be decided by the universitiecs of Paris, Colongse, ~nd

'Freiburg. Zwingli replisd that the men in that rcor: cound Holl
1. Atrmitage - History of the Baptisbs, quo 320
2. Burrage - The Anabaptists in “vltueﬂl{nd Pﬂie 5
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bettar whas the scerintures taucht than all the universities.

"Show me," he demanded "the place in seripturec where 1t is

?
written that we should invoke the salnts'. hen Taber de-
fended the doctrine by the councils, Zwinali shored that
tnhease had errcd, nothing was hindine bhut the Bible. Many

of his hearers had strons ‘nabaptist tendencies and took in
this radical doctrine. mducated by so able a . leader, they

turned his own weapons upon him when they took issue with him

)

on other subjects, and the moment he fell into controversy
with his own Anabaptist disciples, broke with his fundamental
principles, and made ﬁhe magistrates the decisive judges in
the dispute.

The Anabaptists of Zurich soon began to openly assail the

the doctrine of infant baptism. One pastor called it a use-
1 . )

less thing. Grebel wrote that those who understood the teach-

ing of scripture refused to allow their children to be baptized.

So strongly was the matter pressed that the conncil appointed
a public discussion.  Grebel asked that the debate be in
writing with the Bible as the only source of apneal, Zwingli
agreed to this but the council refused. At the discussion

in the council hall which was held in January 1525, the Ana-
baptists represented by Grebel, Mantz, Hatzer, Reublin and
Blaurock, urged the écceptance of the Bible as the only
authority .but Zwingli ungraciously charged them with dictat-
ing that he should preach nothing but what suited them. e

presented the current Pedo baptist arguments of his time, that

infant baptism of the New Testament took the place of the rite

0

of¢ipcumedism of the 0ld Testamnnt. ‘Me council of couraco
in duty bound declared in favor of Zwingli. The necxt day they

decreed that all should have their children baptized within

a week or be banished. On Januarv 21lst the council ordered

~

the Anabaptists to be silent on the suhject, and, uron refusins

they were ordered to leave the country wlithin one weelk. o=

-

ever, the Anabaptist «children were not brourght for baptism

on February lst the Council ordered that those whe ware dAin-

1. Burrage - The Anabaptists of Switzerland, Pare .
2. Burrage -~ The Anabaptists of Switzerland, Page =0,.100.
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ohedient should be arrested and the bahes as soon as horn

should be baptized. Hantz and Blaurock with twentv-four
‘ ‘ l . L '
varents of Zollikon were arrested. Thev waréd ordered to

-y

pav the cos®ts of their impriﬂonmeﬁt and to nav a fine of
1000 gulden, all were released except two. This however
did not deter them iﬁ their work and a few days after af
Zollikon, Blasurock spent the whole day in vreaching and
baptizing. When this news reached Xuriclk, the council
fined those who had bgen baptizrnd and tlreatened to banish
2ll who should be thereafter. Some few recanted but most
of them refused to submit. Instead of arresting the growth

of the Anabapitist movement, we find it enjoving steady pro-~

gress. As .persecutions were forced upon them, like the

o

early Chrisﬁians, theylwgnt everywhere preaching the gosnel.
They had thié agdvantage: othey stood on the solid rock of

scripture authority; they went from village to village and
fme house to house holding personal interviews with the in-
mates; and they made mudh of personal exXperience. The in~’,
fluence of these Anabaptist exiles was soon manifest in many

places, at Schaffhousen and at Waldshut, at Hallau where the

‘entire church received baptism at the hands of Broadlil and

Reubiin, at St. Gall the Anabaptists withdrew from the churdéhes

leaving them almost empty and held services in private houses
and in the open fields. In a short time the Anabaptists
numbered 800 members. Crowds flocked into St. Gall and some

writers say as many as 1500, ofthers as manv as 2200 became
: B
converts to the new faith.

So great was the progress that the council became
alarmed and ordered another publiQ disputation toc be held on
Movember 6th . As thev knew full well that Zwinall ras =10
powerful with the council, i1t was not probable that the Ann-
baptists expected a victory. The usual areguments ware
brought out by the Zwinglians while the Anahaptiﬁtcnﬁvqusd

that there is no command or examnle for Infant bopiicm i~ o

Wew Testament and that instruction and belierl sre sviolred

1. Bunrage - The Anabapticts of A
2. Burrage - The Anabaptists of RAERS N
3. Burrage - The Anabaptists of 2.
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before baptism. Zwuingll charped tho Anahnptﬁéha with beino
separatists, to which they made bthe un~ﬁn swerahle reply thnt
if they were'theﬁ had asmood A ri$ht to separate fron him ne
he‘had to separate from bthe Pone.“. Thie deciﬂion of the
couhcil was to the effect the Zwingli and his followers had
overcoms the Amaba?tists, annihilated Anabaptism and immediat-
elv started to annihilate the movement by means of the ciwvic
power. A1l children were ordered to be'baptized and adults

were to abstain from Anabaptism. The council also warned

that any who should disobey would be fined a silver mark and

if anv shall prove disobedient "We shall deal with him further

and punish him according to his deserts without fu?ﬁher for-
giveness."

That the above was no lisht threat, the‘Anabaptiét had
immediate reason to know. Grebel, Mantz; Blaurock, and

' [

Hubmaier with others were summoned before the council and
commanded Lo retract thelr errors. They refused, were
thrown into prison, loaded with cnains, and kept there
several months. Having started the persecutions the
Zwinglians found that to be erffective they could not stop
short of the stake and the sﬁord. On Harch 7th 1526, the
councjl decreed that whosoever rebaptized should be drovmed
and aésecond decree on Nov. 12th confirmed the lirst decrees.
Felix Iantz who had been released and had renewced his labors
ét Schaffhousen and Basel, was re-arrested on Dec. Srd; fouﬁﬁ

guilty of the heniocus offence of Anabaptism and was sentenced
D

&

to death on Jan. 5th 1527 by drowning. The sentence waé
duly carried out.
The effect of his execution was electrio and Ana-
vtists sprang up all over the land. Capito wrote to
Zvin gli from Strashurg "It is reported here that vour Felix
Mantz has suffered ?unishment and death gloriously, on which
account the cause of truth and piety which vou sustain is

3
1 depressed”. If anvthing could depress the Zrinalian

movenaent one voulﬂ think it would be Hhis brutal Hraesitment

1. Burrage - The Anabaptilsts in Switzerland,
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those whose only fault was that thev had been consistent

vhere Zwingli himself had been inconsistent in keewning close

to the new testament teaching and practise. Tro years latnar,

Jacob Taulk and Henry Rieman, having firmly refused to retrach,
, I.

were condemned and sentenced to be drowned. For these per-

secutions Xwingli stands condemned before the bar of history.

As the burning of Serv&tus has left an eternal stain on the

good name of Cdlvin, so the drowning of Mantz and others is a

damning blot on Zwingli career as a feformer.

Grebel was spared a like fate by an untimely death. He

was A natural leader of men, at Schaffhausen, at St. Fall, at

[ N EENTEY

Jinwvl and other places he preached the gospel with sreat
12}
~

.

power and gathered large numbers of converts into. the churchcs.
Hubmaler was arrested, imprisoned, and forced té recant . He
denied his recantation, was Imprisoned agaln, and finally led
to the gate of the city where he was forced to take an oath ‘ i
never to return. We will meet him as we turn to the study of f
the'movement in Germany. Blaurock was burned at the stake at é

Claussen in the Tyrol in 1529. Hatzer was banished from Zurich,

jal

went to Strasburg for a time, was banished again, and made his

way Lo Constance where he was arrested, imprisoned for four

ot et g

months and then put to death.

s

These leaders, all of whom were cultured and educated
gentlemen, the equal of Zwingli in learning and debabe, were , :

one by one executed, driven awav, or died. of natural causecs. ;
it dzngth the perwsecutors attained thelr end. At Tirst the

versecubions increased the number of Anabaptists but thoev were

for fhe most part a plain unlettered folk and not &

hold out unaided and unled against a pers ecution so bitter
and so determined.  Gradually the Ana hqpu sts disavpenr Ifrou

the annals of Switzerland but not w1thout having

impress of their chearacter on the nation and on the Yrin~iicn

reformation.
It would bz a mistake to supposge that the Ansheombist
9,
movensnt In Switzerland had been in vain., Of it fimil erue
1. Burrape - The Anabaptists in Switzerland, Pnaoc 102,
2. Vedder -~ Short History of the Baptistz, Parse B9
3. DBurrage - The qnﬁbap iats in Switzerland, Parmo .
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"ainabaptism anparently suffer=d defent, buh. in faech i*
accomnlished much. It was from thae beginning ™ a Cerment

in the development of fthe idea of separation of chureh and abtota,”

and 1n the Unterland through its effortn for sn iLmnmrovament in
discinline and morals, led to the most importﬁnt resuihs.  Iven
although its direct influence upon the ritual for Baptism; the

‘ o
ordinance of the Lord's Sunper; the Svnod with its Eensorship
of morals; upon *the publication of mandates pertainingm o morals
and upon the exclusion of church music, may not be fully es-
tablighed, still Zwingli would not have glven aﬁtention to church

discipline for a long time had not his opponenﬂs compelled him

to do so'.
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CHAPTER 111
THE ANABAPTISTS IN GAERIANY

1.
A modern historian ssvs, "The name Anahaptist in the

literature of the Luthern Reformation stands as s svnonvm

for the extremest errors of doctrine and the wildest excesses

of conduct. The Anabaptisbs were denounced bv their con-
temporaries, Romanist and Protestant alike with a rhetoric so
sulphurous that an evil oder has cluﬁg fo the name ever since.
If one were to believe the half that he reads about these
heretics, he would be .compelled to think them the most depraved
of mankind. Nothing was too vile to be ascribed to them,
nothing was too wicked to be believed about them'. Most of the
Anabaptists, as the Lutherans, were anm uncultured people dbut

the great majority of thelr leaders were highly educated and
unsurpassed in educational affalrs revealing a breadth of mind,
sincerity of‘spirit, and keen knowledge of the original scripnt- -

ure. It is only when we consider the leaders of the Munster

—er

outrage that we find men totally ungualified by lack of education,

genius in statesmanship, common sense, and decencv to stand at

the head of any movement.

‘

At't%e.opening of the Reformation bodies of Annbaptists
sprang"ublevery where. In this respect matching the growth
of the body in Switzerland, but there is this distinetion, in
Switzerland there was a fairly strong idea of unitvy in matters
of belief but in Germanv anyone who differed in doctmine Trow
wne Lutheran crsed and who evén held widely diverment viewn —are

stigmatized Anabaptists. Thus a great deal of opprobrium wes

o
N

cast on the true Ansbaptist. Many who were called v this

title were never Anabaptists, but consistently pracitised npedo-

i St

baptism and scome who rejected infant sprinkling never venlly

grasped the spiritual conception of the movemont.
Qur attention is called first to the oubthrealr at Zwicl

in 1821, The Zwickau prophets, Wicholng Storen,. ilnreous S50
and ¥Parcus Thoma are referred to ag Anabantisita by some hic-
torians but these men were never Anabaptists since ther ant?

cinatnd the Friandas In reijectine water Daptimn nn v ~oper
T

1o Vedder - Short History ol the dapisists, Puco v,
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to those who had the baptism of the Spirit. Thomas unzer

also of Zwickau is wrongly called an snabaptist. His writing of
a tract against Infant Baptism is Drobnblv‘resnonsihle Tor this
but hejnever abandoned thec practise of baptising them. These
prophgﬁs as they were called becan Lo announce She ancedy ond

of themagé and the setting up of the kincdow of Carint. Dis¥
ordersjfollowed, they were arrested, thrown into vrison and Later

exiled. They soon appeared at Wittenberg where Carlstadt and

Melanchthon were the leading men.  Both were greatly influcnced

by théiprophets, received them kindly, and gave not a little

credence to their doctrines. A letter of Melanéhthon shows

how nesar he came toc acknowledging the genuineness of the men's

inspiration. ILuther, who was wahrching things from his captivity

at the Wortburg, suddenly éppeard, preached a series of violent
sarnons, had stormy interviews With'the reformers and finally
drove them out of town. Munzer next appeared as pastor of the
church at Alstedt and at the beginning of 1525 ﬂbn@ﬂPS at Mahl-
husen which was at this time the storm—céntre of the Peasants

uprising. He announced himself as a prophet of God come for

the purpose of seftiting up the kingdom of heaven in the clf he

- promiged destruction of princes, community of goods, &nd the

]

gospel to be made the rule of 1ife in all things. Bv such
means he made himself the head of thelrevolt and thousands of
deluded peasants of South Geﬂm,nv flocked to his standard. Co -
Wayvy 15%th 1525, the peasants wére defeated and befors peace come
their leaders with probably 100,000 of their number were slain.
It is significent that no comitemporaries: hﬂvb charged ﬁng nnﬂ~‘
baptists‘wit responsibilitiss for the disorders at lian
this was left for later Pedohaptists of the nineteenithn centunT Lo
S
do. If Anabantists joined the rsevolf, they suffered ~s the
others suffered but not as Anabantists.

Dr. Ludwis Keller holds that the origin of Anahantisis Lies

far back of this neriod and traces “helr connection with modinswael
‘ L. ‘
endeavors at reform. Anabantism is according to ¥Vellsris

opinion the real Reformation movement from which Dhoth Tuathar nad

Vedder - Short His
Wewman -~ Chur

orv of the Bapftists, Page 85.
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Zw1n~11 turned aside for political reasons. Theilr rapid ~srowih
in South Germany is in no small part dus to the labors and seonch-

ings of Balthasar Hubmaler, whor as we have already noted was a
1

l » -
distinculshed scaolar. At an early age he was Profecsor of
Theology at Ingolstads. Three vears later he was rechor of

the famous Ingolstadt hipgh school. Tck referred to him as the
mos*%t eloguert man in Burope, equally esteemed for his learning
and his piety. In 1518, he was called to be cathedral oreachsr
at Regensburg and enioved such success as a preacher that he
ﬁi@ht'well have considered the highget places in Bavaria open to
nim.  In 1519, feeling that he could no longer conscientiously
oceuny such positions, he retired to the litflé town df Waldsnus.
AT flﬂqu his predaching was by no means evanpgelical in doctrine
and practlise and it was only after his return from o visit to
Zwingli in 1523 that he decided to join the party of reform and
began to intwvoduce changes. Hubmaier could not remain satinfied

with any half-way measures or reform as Luther and Zwin~li had

\/ done,/he had in realityw done what they only professed to do -
7

o

taken the New Testament as hils sole rule of faith and practice.

Y

He reiects dnfant baptism, althcough at first compromising with

el
s+

his conscience by =2dvising parents against the baptism of their
childfen, vet performing the ceremony when the 5arents insisted
on it.

In 1525, Hubmailer was baptized by William Reublin at
Jaldshut and then Hubmaier baptised 110 others on profession .of
faith and shortly after 300 more . The comiﬁg of the Aughtrian
army ;n December cdmpel;ed him to leave Waldshut “nd he sournn
refuge at Zurich. Here he was thrown into prison and disnicnblz

former friend. Un his relasse, he wos

e
n

treated by Zwingli, n
found at Nicnolsburg in Moravia, here he finds many Swiss fna-
banstists who had souéht refuce and the way was nrenared for the
”“OClQﬂﬂulOn of the truth. He was trenmendously succossim’,
great cvowds being attracted by his preaching, bubt his succen

was short lived, on the order of the HWmperor he was ooized oo

aken to Vienna. After an imprisonment. of three movthis, Jurio s

1. Lindsav - History of the Reformation Vel. 11 Parso
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whiceh time the Roman theoloan“~ ALA Ehetp winoct G dnduce
him to recant, he was tnaken orn Tinmadhy I0sh 1F0Q . w45 R eIt ofs

i exzcution am? after hein~ mont c»unlls af 0 o s s For fymerte o
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red nct pinchicres thrurt intoe Mie flaoM, he vans holheaiad eng
T L “ 3 [l 7 e 3 . e . o
nis Dody burned, Mreo dave laser, Nia wifn e Fhoaieen S

gl briﬁze into the Danube with » honvy stone abony hew aeals

1.
and drowned; Hubmaier was a great charancter and » prolific
author of large literary ability. His motto "Truth is Im-
mortal” gives the keynote to his high, bold, and 1ogica1
sopirit. He'was original in hié'tﬂiﬁking,‘had keen insight,
and delighted in making the truth of God supreme. His trans-
lations of the Gospels, Epistles to the Romans and Corinthians,
with his twenty-four works. are prohidbited in the index at Rome,
althdugh he was one of ghe most pure and aimable men of his
age. His declarations ) written earlier to Oecolamnadius
"Now the hour is come in which T shall proclaim oublicily
and ﬁpon the housetops what I have hitherto kept pent up.Jith—
in. The great God be praised who has vouchsaf\gd-to ﬁe and
equally to my hearers this spirit of 1iberﬁy” and that written
to Zwingli, "So I am well content, for I will ever give God
the honor aﬁd let his word alone be empire; to Him will I he
subject and yield myself as well as my doctrines.. The Truth

is Immortal', .were the nofins by which he lived and worked.

Next to Hubmailer, Hans Danck stands out as the most pro-

=

minent Anabaptist leader in Germany. tntirely different from

3. '

Hubmaier, Denck was a myvstic. e had drunk deeply at the
well of the fuurtéenth and fifteenth century mvstics, hence

his teaching was tinged with manyv of their views. e belinved
there was a spark of the Divire nature in man, an inner light,
which urged men to walk in the wavs of God and that men ¢ould
always keep true to the inward monltor, who wnas nong alae bon
Christ. Gradunt in@ from 2asel, an excellent clasci =21

Tahray scholar, he bacame n proof reader and ftanchne, haol-e

nrsociated with Oecolampadius. Later, e wasg apnoi aod ranio

of Nuremburg where in 1525 he became hearetlcal cnourslt to »o

1. Armitage - ilistorv of the B
2. THewman - History of Anti Péd
3. ILindsay - A History of “he Ie
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apticta., Pame 381.
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" vanishied dnnd forbldden to rebturn on paln of denth, ity travelled
in Souty Germany snd Switzerland still Muocther matueins Wia viewrn.

i Q5. Gall he rreaatly dnoreaned Vidian ns o most ol ffhed wonth,

T .
'
Y saomz af Hhiec time 1o have bDegn a0 carricd avary h =he thounr*

of “od's infinite love srd mercy Uhat he could not conmeliya of othe

ghernal nuniehment of the wicked s a magh of the enornal plan.

At Aueshurg he surrounded himself with kindred spirits and suonorted

himself by vrivate teaching. Here he writes his most famous worlk
""he Law of God". As a result of Hubmaier's visit in June 1526,

t.e was baptised and proceeded to vrganize an Anabaptist church.

The local Evangelical ministers sought to show him the error of'

nis ways and to avoid trouble he quietly departed from the city,

but not before he had deawn together a membership. of several hnﬁ;

dred. By this time he had attained great eminence as a'"Anabaptist
1.

Pove'. At Strasbury, which bv reason of its tolerance had

tecome a refuge dor persecuted radicalé, Denpk soon gaincd a 1arge

following. Later he settled at Worms thsn again at Augsburg

where he participated in a great convention of Anabaptist Leaders.

He was probably saved from martyrdom by an untimely death at

Basel in 1527. By the time of Danck's death, there were Anabaptist

churches or groups in most every city and hamlst throuchout fer-
many. This was due to the zeal of the new converts and in no
small measure to the persecutions that were instituted not only

by Papal and Imperial edicts by bv the Iutheran and Zwinglians
2.
themselves.

he town of Munster was destined to be the centre that was

to brina disgrace on Anabaptism and was to cause the undoing to
5 » ’ °
a certain extent of the movenent. Newman writes that no en-

isode in history has done so much to impede the progress of
Baptist brincimles as that of unster. Its influesnce is still
aguite marked in Germanv and other Yurovean countries.
Neléhior Hofmann,‘a man of plety, of evangelical smirit,
~ . FE |

of pure and devoted 1life, but with a mind of a dranry rmd wmraibdan]

tyne, with a lacl of kmowledpn rmd mentind culturn, malias Wi

f

an ensy vietim to speculntions and vaparics, wasg fo hoooo

hose teachings contnained danaerousn gorme ofl avil oo

I=ador

1 WNewraan -~ Chureh YHlstory.

. Vo. 11, Paoe 182,
2, Burrace - The Anabaptistes in Sritzevrland, Pamse 0
Tindray - History of the Nelformation, Vol. 11, - - 7,
S | -~ History of snti Padobantiem, Poae PON,
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o2 - dorzlamiant urndor Wils sueezcoors vhs 5o brine great shame anon
g onause, o Yofmann wyns harrn 10 1420 o] nuhldished his Pired
S0l i LFRA gt "hockhol., It wags an in~er¥mnasaniona of the
frralfe ghantor of Uarnlal i hiey e aava fren vant o Wis
woae e aboys ke aenming of Chavietls Winadom. In‘lﬁﬁs he
eiwad Ie Streabhurae, a Lutheran seemincly unacouninted with
innnantist views. Here the 2fnabapitists were numercus and the
dentn of Denck had left them without a leader. T™e nrdor of

iofmann and the novelty of hls teaching naturally fitted him

Tor the vacant leadership and in =wé-—3x a very short LHime he was
she recognised head of the Anabaptists of Strasburs. He taumnt,
wrote, and,made‘missionarv journeys. His growing inflﬁence'
alarmed the magistrates who caused his}arreéﬁ in 1555, the yenar
in which he had predicted the setting up of the kingdom of God
in Strasbur¢. Although he was dispredited_throu@h the failn

of his prophecies, those of Jan Matthys one of this converts in
1.

Holland were readily received. Mathys was fanatic, half -
fwnatic, half criminal. He dresmed dreams and saw visions, he
nroclaimed himself the Elias.bf the new dispensation soon to begin
and sent out twelve-aposties to hérﬂld the coming of the new age.
Gonvérts to this new gospel were made by the thousands in Holland
and Friesland.

The .stwugnle going on in Munsfter fo gain freedom from the

ecclesiastical caste and the famine of 1529 broucht the citv’

to the verge of revolution and attracted the attention of Lna-

baptist leaders so strongly that thev decided to merka it their
hﬁnﬁquwvthfﬂ. Rothman bepam about 1528 to proanch he Luhhu“uh
doctrinega, Boon ALl o bhe olaiepy :"."i,mlm'l vl f]\,l)‘lﬁ,l:l At o v‘m,‘)'l TLioat
reliaglious revolution followed. PRilin of Hosse ourssunded nhe
Prince Bishop to recopnise Murnester ~a = lmtheran clty, Hotiuinmn
rvressed for further reforms. He advocated helicvers bantiss »nd -
insisted on irmersion. Just at “his stage twe of Vatthoo !
apontlice reachad he city snd beagan nreaching snd Haonbisins. o
glirht days, Tthev are zald to have baptized 1400 povrms, JEae

weeks later latthvs arrived and by February Hha anobeantis s
nd so incereased that they had no Adifficul tv in efeaduans o

ey

1. Vedder - Short Historv of the Bantintieo,
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Latthys made A sorsic to (nlve LACK LA Lovoes L T el

Bishop who had invested the city, and was‘killcd in Shwr nwveunnt.
John.Bockhold of Levden had no difficulty in proclaiming him-
self the successor of Matthys. He called Munster, iount . Zion,
proclaimed himself King David, and that the kingdom of David
was to be re-established. King David must have his harem, and.
polygamy was proclaihed as the law of the new kingdom. The
farce was soon & bloody tragedy. The Prince 3ishop’s troops
pressed the invéstment; The Munsterites looked for aid from
outside but Anabaeptists were either\ovérawed or disgusted by the
fanastic doings of the city and no army came. | At length the
town wasten by famine and weakened bv dissensions was betraved,
by traitors. It fell on June 25th 1535. There was great
slaughter in the Town and the captured leéders after most cruel
treatment were hung in cages to die of hunger.

The excesses practised at Munster were at once chsarged

'against the Anabaptists and the name became a synonvim of all

that was fanatical in.creéd and immoral in character.. Without
mercy‘and without distinctions, all who bore the name were ver-
secuted until thev were exberminated or drived into hiilding.

Bub it is no more falr to hold the Anabaptists as a whole re-
sponsible for what occurred because liatthys and Rockhold were

s . 9 .
Anabaptists than it is to hold the ILuvherna responsible becnuae

Kotlhman was a Lutheran - when he began his evil carcer. ipmi oy

in modern times, the calumny, that the Anabaptists were resnon-

gible has lost its edge, and the truth has found 1ts way Lo
1.
surface. Brand

do T
ik

ct

attributes the atroecities to somne ‘sn

e

instic Anabaptists' but adds, "not to well meanins ansbapbiloi:

Schafl declares it,"The greatest injustice +to make o arei-

o] prgree Rl T e T

baptists, as such responsiblae For tho extrovigenr~es Shant

1. fArmiltapge - Bictory of tha danitisbtn, Pape 370,
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the traredy of unster. Their convemmorariss and nen who
knew them well: Canito, “Jevrel and Franic 211 bear teatimony

& . o - o U T T PRI P S S S P I S
to the fact that Ainabapitisfie 1lived cuintly, nmanifacied Godls

fear and ppPc zZeal, "n7 stremiocusly obincied to “hn uce of

the sword. Trasmuas in 1529 said, "Mie inshentisse have
seized no churches, have not conspired against he wirhorities
nor deprived anv man of his estate or goods'. Cornrlius

wrote "L11 these excgsses were condemned and.onnosed wherevar
a larae assembly of the brethern afforded an opportunity to

give ezvression to the religious consciousness of the Ana-s
. 1 . :
baptist Membership'. Agmain Corneliusm, who is a Roman

Catholic, writes that in the Tyrol and Gortz the nimbher of
—

persecutions reached 1000; in Hnsisheim 600; at Linz 73 in six

<2

veers . Duke William of Bavaris, surpassed all others, in

issuing the fearful decree to behead those who recanted, and

%]
S

to burn those who refused to recant. Throught the greater

vart of ubper Germany the persecutions raged like a wild chase,

the blood of these people flowed 1like water, so thev cried to
Lord for helwn,. Buft hundreds of them of all agea and both sexe

suffered the vangs of torture without a murmur, desnised to buv
their lives by recantation and went to the place of executioﬁ
jovful and singinz psalms’,

After the savage persscution following the downfall of
Munster, one might have expected the Anabaptists to have hesen
extrinated but alihourh manv were nuhb to death Ehﬂ orheaern

forcad to secrset meatings, the orincinles for which snabanhirts

stood, lived in many hearhe that were able to withshtand ihe

sovaveal aufferincs and noranenione. T vicee Forn o daas
2.
Simonrs, horn 1496 at Witnarsum to oncs wmora brine come ordo:s

and orranization out of this seattered conditiono. Lermo wen

o

a man of integrity, mild, accomodating, patisnt of i-jiuries nd

f, - - LR Y =34

2o ardent in his niety as to exenwli{v in his o 1172 the
nwreecants he gave Lo others. He snent twonty-ive Tonoreun
venrs in vialtine the scatbered tnabaptlots compnmmiofoe s
unitine them in 2 simmle brothearhond, eno wnana acvicnhod Qo
1. Vedder - Historwy of tha Baotists, Pame 118,

Jgvman -~ History of Anti-Pedobsantism, Pase 101,
2. Lindsay -~ Hisftory of the Reformation, Voli. 11, Pnmn
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worked out in lhincher: they defanded polweamyr,
spesdy second coming of Christ, a second timé incornnted to sei

un an earthly kingdom which his followers were to defend ond

extend by the sword. The other party condemned polvgamy and
the svord. At first the strife was keen but the weirht of

reanol's influence turned the scale in favor of a sdne intevé
peetation of scripture. He first began to preach and writh
with'all eérnestness against John bf_Leydeh and the Tunster
Kingdom. in'l556 he openly renounced the Roman Catholie Church,
and fthe next vear he accepted the invitation af a deputation of
guilet Anabaptists thit he should éssume the leadershin of the
shepherdless flock. “ He hesitatingly accepted on account of
distrust of his ability to lead the Anabap%ist cause in svch
tryiang times. The wisdom of the choice was soon manifested.

In view of the terrible disaster which had come upon the Ansa-
beptist cause through the Chiliastic fanaticism of Matthvs and
John of Leyden, he laid speclal emnhases on the dutv of Christians
to resist evil under any circumstnnces; exalted the'doctrinn of
the new life in Christ, and repudinted the-dobtvine bf st~
ification by faith alone and insicsted on the imitation of Chris
in his 1life of utter self-abnegation. He defied lords, momnasa,
cardinale, and hiships fto »rove with a aincle word of Scriniae
that a nerverse, carnally minded man, without bthe new hisbh

Godts spirit has been ssaved or can be saved mavrely bocauns

vaants his falth in Carist, or hears mass or soas to chureh o

mekes pllgrimages. "For us”, he says "a coursal s bnao
heaven, to whichh nlone we 1isten ~nd whiech alone ve wmmaoih Jooto
G o~ 1 x

Thnis counssl stands, i+t ehonds T ftell vou, and the gntes o7
1 never prevail against it'.

o
LA

1. deman - History of Anti Pedobapntism, Pane 200,



I"emno was indeed the npostle of trul, praschis~ ond

foimdin~g churches across the vheole of Torthiern aronae, from

France to Russia. In spite of the =evarest edichs and the

3

bloodiest versecutions, he continued faithinl to the calling
and found willina hearers of the gospel wherever e womb. e
forced a sirict gstandard of morals, reovressed all tendencica
towards fanaﬁici$m, and gradually moulded his followers inho
the mild peacefulland moral people that the Mennonites have
ever since been. . .There are three factors that counted for
the rapid increase of the churches. In 1R39, Menno issued his
Fundamental Book,of true Christian Falth and establiéhed his

. P "
doctrinal teaching on solid ground. The change of name was
also.greétly in their favor, the name Anabaptist had fallen
into disrepute, ﬁhg name Mennonite provéked a feeling of mild
curiosity as to what this new sect might be. The fact that

the Netherlands favored a much greater measure of religious
liberty than was found anv where else in FEnmrone favored the

new dévelonmont of the Ansbapntists. After 1581, the mild,
peaceable and law abiding character of the Mennonite‘gﬂined for
them a méasure of toleration that other Anahavtists Talled o
eniov: and with the independence of the Netherlands crme reli a-
ious freedom, the Mennonites being formerally recosnized in
1672.  This is‘probably the reason why thev alone of “he Ana-

baptist parties of the Reformatlon have survived to the present

dav.

VeAddor - Short History of the B-piists, Pare 77
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te early as 1182 followers of Waldo were known %o exiss
in the Netherlnﬁds, ns they were persecuted in qouuharn~Jnrone’
mgn# of the v found a refuﬁe tmere so that bﬁ 1233 it is said
Pianders were full of them. Hany of them were weavers nnd

|
the first Anabaptists found in Holland were of this trade. So
i l »

_numerous were they that Van Kate says, "All the weaving was

4]

in the hands of the Anabaptists”. Van Braght declares thnt

hundreds of‘the$e refugees suffered martvrdom lone before ILuther

3
V)

)

was born. It Has been clearly shown that thev rejected infn

baptismy church authority, confession to a priest, and Aadoration

of saints. They accepted the sole authority of scrinture, th

)

headship of Christ, salvation only bf Christ, good works in
obedience to God, and the observance of Baptism and the Lord's
supper. Because of theilr religious zeal which too often wng
not accompanied with wisdom, for they did not he . %c to

openly entice many from the Roman Catholic church to their com-
munity and upon their 1nv1tatlon re~baptize them, thev excited
the anger of the people and the disapprobation of the Government
which passed strong ordinances against them. thn Luther made
known his views they hailsd them with dilight in tha®t thev couid

unite with him in thme main points but thev adhered firmly to

their own npculmar views especially respecti nﬁ the baptism o

adults. Another important sect that were very manifest, indsed,
who made the Netherlands their chief étronghold,,weve the Brah%erﬁ
of *heo Common Life. They are rememherad for thdir nvxﬁrﬂ Aanl

, S =1

mrsticism and thelr earnest devotlion to Bible study. Ty
niddle of the fifteenth century the 3Bible was widely circulsatad

in the venacular and. zealouslv studied and this was Follored b

the publication of v vast ~moun®t of ascetical and mratlen’
devotional liternture. It 1s true bthat moazt of +hie rns Oathnlino
but 1ts circulation shows that Cheistlan 1ife was oliwg nnd 1o

orevared the way for an evengelicalism of a more thaoroush

2. :

, \ N, ~ , ‘s
THDS . There was also the influsnce of the Ssnchin~ of =
1. “rmitage -'€L“+ ory of the Baptiots., Pame
2. Hevman -~ History of 4nti Pedobapiism,. Pnes 25




Brethern of the Free Spirit, wmianism under the lead of Wrﬁﬁmﬁs,‘
and other less wholesome forms of dissent had been wifaly diffused.
Maturnl conditions .also made vossible for the Hetherlinds fhe
ctivity and working out of radical tvoes of evancalicol Tife.
T™here was the density of pomulétion, the larce numﬂew of pros-
pe rouq cities, the large and influencial artisan clags, and The
facilities furnished by the natural and artificial weterwavs.

The writing of Luther sewved to encourage the Anabapitists
and to have made them bold in the proclamation of a more certain
cospel and to break the boﬁer of Homish superstition. Their zeal
in proclaiming the doctrine of adulst baptiSm'aroused the opposit-
ion of the Qoverﬁment which issued the strongest edicts égainét
them.ﬂ‘ The practise had become so wide spread that the first

¥

guestion of the inquisitors was, "Have yvou been re-bapt ised."

1. :
In 1523, a book entitled "The Sum of the Holv Scriptures”
apveared anovymously. It was soon translated into Enslish,
French, and Italian, and so many editions sold that it aided
largely in spreading Anabavtlst views throuszhbut Emrope, . In
regards to baptism, the writer savs in part, "So are. we dibped
under as\a sign that we are, =s it‘were, déad and buried, as
Paul writes in Romans chapter six snd Colossians, Chapter four.
The pledge is given when we are vlunged under the water!

By 1526 Lutheranism, whose teachings were being widely
diffused and eagerly read, came into confliict with Zwinalianisn
and resched an acute stage by 1529. Carlstadt & AoﬁﬂannISLe zed

the .ovportunity $o proclaim with their own substantially Zwino-

1inm wvicws of the sunper thelr more radical schemes ol roform.

2
\

Heithor the German or 3wisa reform movementa had ot thiias Gime
gained sufficient foothold smoung the peoples to be able ho rocrint
she strong popular influence of Hofinann, who vnroclaimesd fho
sporoaching end of the sge with =s11 the enthuslaam omd counyis

of »a propheb. On his rebarn to wmden An boy, 1LH50 Holnne

not proclaim himeelf an Ansbantist bul scoms to hywvs vones

Luinnliam snd chereby o hnve osined such an inflacnes over

! . ' . - - v s - -
Iathern eloment ss enabled him o 1ittla later, hbo mrocis

2.
nis more radlical views. Difficulblen srose vhieh Tonarfon o
1. Armitage - History of the Zoptists, Prome 06

;
:
2. ltevman - }jsto“v of Antl Pedobapbism, roon oSl
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Wit Mis worik, a9nd he left tanden with Jan Trlinmoaker i chrreas,

LM, pps

wrile he want forshh as an anostolic herald o nroclalis the
S ! o - I -
zoszpel covenant and to sather oun 1o the rmlsitide the "Lovers

Trusn” “bout Movember 1530, Triipmnker moved 5o imsterdnm

whara hie carried on an effective pronamanda in a ouleh and un-

coshruetive mannder. fe succeeded in DW@ﬂﬂiZiﬁqﬁm meny nlaces
enurches of "Mhe Tovers of Truth", who accented st hin handeo

the sinon of the?covenant. Hofmann appeared in Tolland nrein

| _
in 1531 and being lesse< cgrcumspect soon got into trouble with
the authorities and had to flee for his life. However Triip-
maker and eight companions were arrested and behended. Thevw
showed wonderful heroism and devotion to their principles.
Ho fmann now issued an order suspending baptism for two years,
intimatineg that nt the end of this hime‘there wonld he n wondsr-
ful mnnifestation of God's power on behnlf of the "Lovers of

Truth'. The effect of Hofmann fixing the date of the advent

of Christ was wonderful? His discipnles were filled with

enthusiasm. There was no longer any doubts of the fubture. -The
growth of the Hofmannite oarty was rapld. Lutheranism and
Zrinslianiem was cowmpdetely vanished and from this time down to

15686 evangelical teaching was almost ‘exclusively of 'the Ana-

baptist type. From Holland the movement extended through the

Nethérlands and into the surrounding countries as well as irto
Pl ~

Englend. - In 1532 and 1533 Hofmann made his last missionary

Jjourney to the Netherlands. His time was spent in -encourag-
i

ing and confirming his followers in the faith. A1l his followers

however did not maree with him, Jan Matthyrs whose inilnance oo
soon Ho exceed thnlh of Moffmann, queastioned his rubthoribty Lo

suspend the administration of baptism. Hofmann ratv+aned Lo

3trasburg to awalt the inausuration of the new dispensation

]

where at the timb preéedicted for its flfillment he was lan-uizi-

R Moo, .

ing in prison. . Of his writing the moslh influentisl vore

Crdinance of God!', "The Joy i Titnese of the Truth, Yaaen o

LNV S

Tternal Gospel”, and "The True nall Glorious, Solo Maisctr of

Godn )

[y

T oy 1re b oy Fal o 4o T N 4 - TN s -
. Hewman - Historw of anti-~-Pedohsnitlism, e 2VIL
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Jon fintthye, a Haarlem baler, now boeame Lthe recosnise

i

1
len~der of the Annbaptiats. In Mim e zes the rpirit of *+he
Tﬁbéviﬁen “nd Thomas Iunser revived, and that in s “nben-
3ificd form. He was utterly fanatic. Weary of waitvine for
‘hie promised inahguration of the new age at Strasburm, he
proclinimed himself a prophet of God, the prophet Fnoch vho
according to Hofmann was to appear just .before the rroat cventi.

e rs

icosengers were sent to the Hofmanmnite congregations to inforn

them that the promised Enoch had appeared and that bavtism was

%o be resumed as a preparation of the great event. The news

of the overthrow of Roman Catholicism at IMunster and of the
repid growth of the Anahaptists soon renohcd.tﬁa Notharlands
and maltitudes from these regions flocked to Munator where'
they hoped to find protection and succor. nrly in 1534, two
missionarics from Matfhys reached. llunster and made known to
the 1endéré.thﬂt Enoch had anneared in the person of Jan Matthye
and that the milldnnial kinddom was at hand. Matthys wag soon
in Munster‘Mhere‘he continued to play the role of chief prophctl
The tragedy of Munster has already becen outlined in the previous
chapter. The blame for this disgraceful affair wax placed by
the authorities upon Anabapitists regardless of their fanatic-
ism or saneness.

One must not suppose that the various reforming sects
made such progress in the Netherlands without passing throush

1.
the Tires of versecution. Fifteen vears before lunster,

irdications of persecution were seen in Aleander burni=ng eishtr

Tuthern and other books at Louvain and on Charles ¥ refturn from

-

the Diet of Worms he issued a proclamation against ILuther, hirs

books and his followers. In 1522, Charles established the
incuicition within fthe seventeen provincecs. The first viocoiw

ras the town clers of Antwrern, 2 moet and humanist, o wan

Gicmimaned from office, imprisoned {for two wvears and Firng

voanishaed. The garikest aeaths were Henvy Voes nms Join ncel
who were burnt ot the stake in 1528, pdiet Tollowasd adliny

-

wilh ircreasing severitv until in 1529 the penalby for pui-
lishinns a forbidden boolk was a public whinpling on the senlrold,

1. Lindsayv - Historyv of the Keformation. Vo. 11 ¥~ 220,
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U

S ——



£a

o

b“ﬂﬁdihg with ﬂ red haot iron, or “hn lese af «on om0 oo o
hand at the discretion of the judre. trasth hiPJiEuiﬁy
evidently was found in enforcing tho edict, sowesi o ol "i-
cllass were dilﬁtory, magistrates warned suspects énﬂ even
planned a way &f escape, vet notwithstanding ~ lerme number

! i
of Protest:unt martyrs, women ns well as men suffercd torture
and.death rather than deny the faith.

- The severest persecutions however were reserved for the

' ‘ 1.
Anabaptists. In 1532 it was forbidden to harbour Anabaptists.
By 1535 the severest'edict against the sect was issued, "All
who had séduced or'perverted any to this sect or had re-bap-
tiged them were to suffer death by fire, all who had suffered
themselves %o Ue re-baptised or who had harbouved Anapaptists
and who had recanted were to be favored by being put to death
by the sword; women only wére tobe buried alove.  Jan ilalen
and two others were the fifst Anabaptist martvrs. These
were execubed in a peculiarly atrocious way at'ﬁhé Harue 1n
1527. They were chained to the stake and instend of beings

burned alive welre glowly roasted o death bv a hurh fire huils

near by. This frightful method was reserved for the Ana-
baptists. It was repeated at Haarlem in 1532 when a woman

was drowned and her husband and two others were roasted. A
fmsterdam a conpgregation grew so rapidly as to attract attent-
ion. The minister and nine of his followers were arrested,
were takeﬂ to ﬁhe Hague, and beheaced on express orders of the
Emperor, their:heads packed in a bag and sent back where thew
were set up'ohlpoles. Many other perseéutions followgﬁ, th~=
inahantists were tortured on wthe rack, scoursed, irmrisonsd
ir dungeons, rdnsted to deathn, drowned, buried alave, Drpaﬁnd

their bodies £ill their ribs werc

into, coffins too small for
‘ 2.
broken. In all it is s21id that up to The vear 1535 Sheras

ware over 50,000 martyrdoms, » veryv larme provortion of i

were Anabaptlsts. On Tune 10th 1535, a furions doorce
irsued at Brussels calling for the death of this en®ire ne ol .

Tver if thev. recanted thev were to die by the svoxrd inastn-

2. Lindsay -~ History of Heformation Vol. 11 Paagn 255,
2. Armitage -~ History of Tthe Baptlsts, Page 417,
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fire, the women were te bo burind ~15vws -nd 71 norarna rers

.

forhidden Lo peﬁiﬁion for anv rmrace, fovor or forsiviness Tor

shem. Ten‘ané savs that in the Yesherlands She Anchapiicses
furnished ten martyrs here other reformed sects gave ono. in

spita of *hese De”qecutlon" they met where they could to henr
the aosvel, in dnrkness, in barns, brake, and bush, throurh
cold, snow, and hail. Officers hunted them by the lisght of

the moon and stars to dehect thelr secret places of worship, .
|

and tragedy usually,followed in one form or another. The

charge against them was that tnev WOP@’leed and Qdm]nistered

baptism at midnight; then came separation from home, child,

parents, and friends. Flight or banishment followed; arrest,

¢

imprisonment, inquisitors and tortures were only the beginning

o

to the end. The whole land was stricken with terror and the

cries ‘
gisies of the tortured were henrd continually, srllovs and
‘ ‘ 2.
trees on the highwayes were hung with dead bhodics. . Tr., Bulne

wrote "The very alr was polluted with the stench, and the knnll

of death sounded heavily from everv belfrv. ™e Duke of Ml
gloated over the carnage. This fiend invented many new mehhods

1 :
of torture for the amusement of the soldiery, amonnst them the

screwing of iron to the tongue and burning of the end 111 it

dropped off and when the sufferer scresmed they mocked st his

"fine singing"

In spite of these persecutlons, they multinlied vervetunllyw

Xeller says thaf in 1530 there was scareely a city or villase Iin

ct

o]

ne Netherlands where Anabaptists were nct found. Ballingcer

compnlains that Hhe whole nrovinece of Bel-iurm was infested wish
them, and Microﬁiuu wrote that Henno's kinedom not only extends
*h“ouﬂh Belﬂﬂum;out from Planders to Dantzid. T 1RRO it i

gaid the leadin~ reform element was Ancbaptist and in Prienlswd

in 1886 everyv fourth inhabitant was 3 Anahaptist.

RN
fl

n the midst of this most OLU+9“ peﬁﬁocutio“ one vrng T

un who was to become the first mrent sxponent of e w=incirt:
| .

"Preedom of Conscisnce’™. William Prince of Ornan~c roa. b

(V]

Tuthe»n narentage but raised n Roman Catholic that e drht G-
‘ \

fully claim an nhﬁrluﬁnce. From 1589 1 i ~
of Helland but Uhre@ venrs nreviouns while iTeon

- Armitage - (llstory of the saptists,
i ' " i te "

Do
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55 - T mave neilther ithe will nor the moang Lo neln Bhea dimauicition

cr execuhte the dlacards. If mesca i o he pronervyed irn this
land, liberty of worshiv must be muarenteed %o ewver ivhabife s,

When he was reguired to uproot heresv he deteérmined to surrender

-y

fice and Qhen to take un arms acgainst Alva., In thaim

oy
e

s 0
deterﬁination to shake off the Spanish and Pspal wole “he s%ntcs
of Hoiland mﬂdelhim Viceroy.l Of all Hurope no counbLrv was

more thoroughlyisoaked with the blbod of the saints fthan Hollnﬁﬂ
under Philip 11, Duke of Alve and the inauisition, but its
bitterest trial was to come in 1572 in its contest with the
Svaniard. In;addition, the lot of the Anabaptints was es~
peclally hard. Catholic raved against the Protestant and the
Protestant agaiﬂst the Catholié and both against the Anab&ptiét.
William made his appeal to thé courts of North IZurone fof aind

in rescuing Holland, but largely in vain. Hven after severasl

victories his appesal to the wealth of Holland was met with

estates, and was on the verge of abandoning the attemnt when a
trivial circumstance gave him new cournge. ‘Two poor Hollsnd
Anabaptist preachers met him as he was walking near his head

e

quarters at Dillenburp and offered their sérvices to the Pri=mcs.
|

They exoplained tholr princihles and he told of his ourmosen

and needs and asked them to urge theilr friends to contribute

money for the advancement cf the common Christian cause and

. ool . .
thanked them hedrtily for what thev promised to do, e sams
month e jasuad the followinm denrea, "Ba 14 aowns ho Eho
Mol abraten and.the offieialn of the novbh Bhol von aea Sy

rneqne o allow Anvone who presches and observes thao bhime womnd
word of God, according o the fospel, to be hindersd. iniveac

o disturbad or to have his conscisnce examined, o on thayg
I

. RO

account to be persecubed by bhe inmmiasition or ol cndt,
an wan declared itovernor in nlaco of slva ha deayand shal

Preasdom of relidion all bo ruswvded, awvervbody o1 00 ome el

: ) ;
it fresly in priveate or im public, in ¢'mrehn or T anemet 0T
\

ot let or hindranns frow ewnyere’ . o aiehs e




camn, Mo made Mrocl-omesion he nrotact Onihiollics., "Man the

Lanbansicts made Shedr offerin~ of one thiounand Slowinn onh

W e v baa

Kal q--..' T ey
T Oy

of e nanury ¢f thelr balonrincs, burdnmed Hr hoohs of a3
«na orphans, 1af% by thousands of “Maoi» martryrs me ~cked the-

""o wrou make no demands''? Thev answered, "Jothire hut Hre

G IR O]
.

frisndshio. of vour grace 1f God grants to vou the sovermrient

the Netherlands'. He kept faith with them to the letser

t

o
although his fidelity involved him with constant uuﬂmoxl with
his best friends. No man seemed to understand or comprehend

uiab he struggled to establish not freedom of Calwanism but

freedom of conscience. In 1577 when the reformed preachers
ried to persmade him to limit the liberty of the Anahaniist

he replied that the time 1s past for fthe clergy to assume

control over consclences, and attempt to subject all men to

thelr opinions. On another occasion his replv to these

ify thc Cath-
. : 1.

olics in the persecution of the Protestants”. n 1579

agitators was that "To persecute them would just

=

J

1o

Article X111l of the Union of Utrect declared,‘ ivery one shall

2 free in the practise of his relipglous belief and that no

one shall be held or examined on nccount of matters of Re]iﬁion”
Mot¢uv writes ﬁhﬁt this clause relating to freedon of conscience

became the, foundation stone of the Netherland Repuhlic and that

tme renublic become a refuge for the oppressed of all nations

whether Jews or Gentilles; Catholics, Calwvanists snd Anabaniists
prayed after tw' own marner to *he same God and Father.

The Anabaptists of the Netherlands fell into many divisions

on ouagtions of chu»ch discinline, mawwinqa,dreﬂp, ama moed ol
rolastonng . Manmo Sfmom atabag thalr Lenonts oo Mol Town:
faithful preachinmg of Ged'ls word and obadionce Hhareto, in

s m

holw, 1ife and th~2 endurance of persecuhlion 1f nead bz for .

u.“wﬁr‘ sake. . Thew sesmed to abound in Aiviaions ol oo
divicions nnd in “he 14410 city of Woorn fthepe ravo Ghialeo
Aff{nrent seoﬁﬁ of Anabhantiata. ha fo the questisaag of
imm~rcion,it‘ddos not anpesr that they imneraecd oo o puts
until after the middle of the 168th century. Ao emrinkliee
oA pourding had conmonly fnlren its place amonsnt 17 o aec e

-

«

1 Armitange - Mistory of tha DBanticrha, DPaen 100,
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OBSBERVATTGNS

It is extremelv difficult to classifyv the tenents of the

’ |
Anabaptists. Those who differed from the ILutheran, Terinmlion,
Reformed and Catholic churches were called Anahantisths. Thewr -

dienlaved a strong individuality, hence it will ha roadilr acen
that there would of necessity be a wide divergence in ths opinions
held b them. Perhaps the ohly tenent is which thev were agsreed

was that of absolute separation of church and state involving

freedom of conscience. This"followed naturally from their belief

in *he spiritual cdonstitution of the church and hence the denial

of infant® sprinklin@.

Twe views prévailed'regarding civic government, one reqgarded
the use of the sword as an."ordinance of God outside of tho DT
fection of Christ, ordained over the wicked for punishment and
Geath and forbad christisns to serve as magistrates”, a very con-
gsiderable part adwocating those principles of non resisiance tﬂat
have been professed by the Friends of later date. Hubmaier and
Denclc wish a considerables folloving held that the seriptures
direct men £0 perﬁorm their duties as citizens, that christinns
may lawfully bear%the sword as mapgistrates and execﬁte,the lavrs
save in'perseoutiqn of others.

T™e matter of the mode of Baphtism there was considerable

difference, sprinkling, affusion and immersion being prnctised

in different varts and in different periods.

In Anabaptisw, we have seen the princinles of Imthsr and

Zwin~li carried out to their logical conclusions. Luther hnd

i

~iven the bibhle to the German people in *thelr cwn tonmus ard hns

- o -

fouizit the Pope on the authority of scripture and these dissiderss

from Lutheranism fladeoht the reformers on ftheir own ground.
refoymers sougnt a simpler falth nd worship and a firmer trust

in God, than the Catholic church encouraged or even permisthac.
| .

They 1aid areat emphasis on thn richt relation betweon “od o

I
~rd reparded ns far laess immortant o ri~ht relstion hatvroon mow

- ' 1 : | .
rrnd men. Thev understood the first great commandmans

love thy neighbor as *hvaelf”. It was 1aft to 1littis ~roups of

Then snndn




of doctrine and change of ceremonies. It involved abolufhion of

Anabhaptists Lo re- 3i~covew the fach “hat relicsion muct me-achk or
. : . ’
the zocial, ﬂolltiaﬁl, and ecomomical relationchine of T4fe,

»

Thew scurht to revive th° social idenls of primati-re Choistanitr

and saw that to reéintroduce it meant more thah a modification.

i
i

+
1

he dignity of labor, living of the sirnle

|
rank, recognition of

|
life, voluntary sharing of possessions with the poor »nd a frat-
ernal spirit pervading all property rights as in early times.

N - - .
Conditions that existed were 8o onposed to the mind of Christ that

no comvromise was possible. Could these groups have made them=-
‘ v

selves heard the Reformation would have been a different movement g

and three centuries of blood shed and martyrdom would have been

unnecessary, but Anabaptists were silenced, trampled upon and
‘ . 1. g
civilization set back, three hundred vears. A modern historian

sums 1t mwp as follows, "One ig tempted to sum it all nn by osaying -
that the chief difference between Anabaptists and Tutherans of

|

the sixteenth century is that the former failed where the latter
i .

succeeded, and as & price of success the Lutherans were compalled

to deny their equme“ revolutionary teachlings and bocomo the quiet

and decorous party iof law and order.

The Anabaptistis have been charged with the responsibilities

Cr e

of ths Peasants Revolt. ~That the charge is unfalir has been proven
2 i

b modern historians of this neriod. From the latter vart of

the fif taenrh centurv social uprisings were frecuent and ~11 mors

or less 1mpregnated with crude religious bellefs The reform

novement accenbustad these inflnuences becanea i+ gak ~11 thing in

motinn. The Anabaptists denisd the authority of *he ar-anized

»

relicion, scoffing at excomrunication, indulcences, nnd dispon~

sntions. Thev declared th~re wna ne regenarative affiecrcv T
infrnt bheptism and were Yknenly 2 ive to the injimeticons o Chdien.

‘ ‘ " .
inn ahoritr. Their influence nnturnlly wans on Fhe oids of coetas
| .
and economic betterment, and thus there is somn trakh irn the con

cephtion that the Annbaptints were the revolutionarica ol “he Bl

of the ﬁ(lornwtjﬂn.jbut they cen nsver be cherged witi, Loins Joolons
or asitators 1eadinh to oven rebeilion ﬂmﬂiﬂst;ﬂﬂﬁhb“iﬂﬂﬂ e

1. Veider - The Reformation in Gerweny, Pare 388,

2. Yindsay - Historv of the Reformation, Vo, 11, Parn . .
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If “nabanticts rers found amnm~ +ha pevolthers ond donhhlage Shovn

! - - - - -
ware sonie, thew were fhnre ne cirizens on? notrints nratentine
virorously asamainstlcocinl conditiona fhot rere froapmlincs them I

o e
G st

T gor 1if mver 2 clnss Mad gmood renson to revolt 1t owag the

SGavman neasants of the sixteenth century.

*IJ

or centuriesjthe havpoirines at Munster were »eld un to +the
workd as an examplé of what would havnen 1f Anabaptist vrincinles
ware nllowed to be;workedtout_to their 1ogicallcgnclnsions. | Henece
for mﬂnv decades an odium hna haaen énﬁt.on Annhantincts. T™e reo-
ponsibilities for Munster rests primarily with the iwsﬁifnti5nn
That vade'pos&ible‘the opnression of the working classes. i
grindins opnression has become intolerable and before Tuther's

time fanatical ]h“ﬂows had appeared with visionary schomes for the
emanecipation of the down trodden. The messnmes of Tubther with

the now wider diffmsion of the scripture nroused new hones And

conminced the people that the treatment they were receiving was

uniust and unchristian, The violent sumnression of the arent

peassnt uprising had not Willed the seads of Aiscontent. Tn
addition to this there was emphasised the Chilinstie docurine
counled with Drophhtical mysticiom, this heing anite woried in
the utterances of Hut, Rinck Hofmann and Matthys. The unrelsnt-
persecutlion ofi the Anabaptists and the u+ter honelessness of

ause from a human voint of view put the peonle i+ such =

their
state of das nthh that *heyv were ready to listen to =ny ona

who clrimed to be @ivinely inspired. Hofmnann, ¥Watthys, and Jo-n
of Tavdon claimed this inspiration and the neonle believed and
followd. Howgwerl it must be remember.zhﬂt only. = noftion of
Smabaptists were involved in this ﬂhiliﬂstié hercav: ant thes =0

ereat elewment ware not only ungymnpnthotic but repudinted tho

‘movement .

I\

it ois in*@~0w~lﬂ~ to mnoe thnt the ﬂvwwoq Tea @or ety B

fnehapticts contendad are Larselrr Mald by 3aptiche fo v, T
deed thev have obbtained a much wider recormition. EARERE IS Ret

sHilid sol@mnlv charish the dectrine of infont bantica, Tusio

EISRACY aEPNATSY 6 churich memba2rsnin, the independence v 5o plvoet

ey o

2 e,
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KRS I reliciousliberty, and the senaraticn of ehurch ond rhatio. J
Succeeding centuries have jnustifind the »Hvinciples of Lhie ‘nn- ,
brotists and 14 gar» ardly be douhted hut thnt the veosrs to
' ‘ 1. ‘
come will Justify others. hs ono Migtorion save, "Cerhtainiv
no% ir wain 4id the Anabavtists of Svwitrerland odont “ege nvin-
cirles and sacrifice so much in maintaining them',
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Tl Tre Turczrentsl Tonets of The ..mabepbists. f

{the lecuers who 1live under the influence of medisgevel ==iznizz:

[ N

2
W
1. £ wolorn historian in swming up the fundemert. 1 differcrncoon

petwosn vie Refprmers wnl 4 ubcrti ts suys "the Roeforimsrs aimad %o

reform the old churck by the Bible; the Radiculs atbombfed to build
2 new church from tha Bible. The formaer mgincained tho nistoric

7, the latber went directly to the apostolic aze and
nored the intervening centuries as an‘apostasy.. The reformers

fourded a popular stebe church includ;n? all citizens with their
femilies; AnabAg tists or*an Q ph the volunta vy pringiple selscy
co;;reg;tions'o eptized bul*vw“r s8p rated from the worlé and
the sﬁate". The Badicals made use of the right of protest
egainst Luther end Zwingli which the Reformesrs so effectively
exercised agocinst popery._ They charged the Reforuwers with in-

consistency, end semi~popery. They denouncad the state church as

worldly end corrupt and it8s ministers as mercenariss. They

were chnerzed in turn with pharisaical pride, with revolutionary
ialistic ten&encies.l They were cruelly persecubted by
imprisonment, exile, torture, fire and sword,and almost totally’
suppressed in protestant as well as Romen Catholic countries.
The ags was not ripe for unlimited religious freedom and con~
gregational self governirsnt.

The difficulsy of a scientific classification of Anabaptists .
and Anaﬁaptist views has

Schaff -~ Church Higtory Vol.vll. Pose 71,
& )

=

alrsedy been pointed out. This great diversity o
he serlier date, was due in peart to the survivel of mgdicevel

modes of thought with which individusl lesaders were influenced snd
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the lecders, cwaysd us

They would be by the revolutionary spirit of the timesd ”or TR
chilis

o

snthasicsn , when encourazed by the Frotestant reformetion to st ts

their reformatory sé¢hemss were sure to ingist on believers bertion
as the initictory ‘rite irto tihe churches of the rezerenaie  oud PR

cmphasize the eschatologicel views that had lony head a »lues in

their relizious . Leuders recred in the otmosphore of tns

i-l
(9]
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b
H
<
'
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biblical views of the Weldsdses andé the Bohomi
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-37- not fzil when o;;é tanity cgme,to fournd churciigs according +to their

ovn ide;s/and to dxculecute iz their doctrire ond pructics the lzoding
feirturas of tne¢~‘ crlier belie The scme is trus of those leaders

P

rcissda 1o the atmasphere of evongelicel mysticism on the one handl

ezd the penthesstic modes of thought of the Besherds,and the

tr

rathern of'the F%ee Spirit oh the other. Tho Lrehaptists too
displayed a2 strOni individuality which makes it increasingly

hard to clussify the1r tenets in & body.of doctrine which cen

be held to express the systemlo belief that ley at the basis of
the whole movemenﬁ. Bullinpsr Eantlons tblrteen sects within, the'

\
Anaboptist cimele. Franck notes all the sects mentioned by

Bullinger but refrsins from eny clacsafloatlon.'

Thers zre,™ he
seys "more sects and opinions which I do not know and cannot describe
put 1t appears to me that there are not two to be found who azree

with each other on 211 points”

Lindsay% Reformdtion Vol.ll. Page 437.
| The first aﬁd chief aim of the Radicsls was ndt, as ofteq

steted, opposition to infent baptism and £till less to sprinkl-
irz and pouring,1for the Roman Cstholic Church provided for
immersion and po@ring as egqually velid. The esarly Anabaptist§

ba ptiﬁed by snri@kiing and pouring as well. Blayrock baptisad,
‘by uprlﬂLllﬂ Mangz by pourinz. The first flear case of immers-
ion among the Swiss Ansbaptists is that of ﬁolf*ung Uliman. He
waz convexrbed bijiabel on a Jjournsy to Schaffhausen ﬁéﬁd rot
safisfied with being "sprinklsd out of = dish, was drawn undoer
end covered over in the Rhine? On Palm Sundecy April ninth 1585,
Gfoabel b@ptiued lorge nuwber in the Sitter, & river 2o fow milcs
from £t Gell, which descends from the Scrntis ond fiows iato the
Thur era is desep enough for immersion. The inebspntists ainm wes

the esteblishment of a church based on the supreme authorit”
<

t

Guraey a ¢horch cloiming for itself ond grantinz, to «ll
rot orly tolerction but ebksclute freedom of worghip cccordinz to
Achorash whose membessivese cowsciows '

the ctates of @onscmease, of & definite relipious exisricnc:

iz ompocition to o wized church of the world. The snvtaptistc

- ~ - 9 ] - . -
my o Lz P = L S . Kol ~— L1 e e e =
. SIrise  WITLH sepueration from popery, they wentold o
|
o~ PR S “ P N ~gm e A Tina R
CooZrem ll the unsodlyr.  Thhy sppecled to thiz axumnla
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-3%8~ gethersd in an bpper room, sold their zoods and hed e2ll thinos
. |

COZILOn.
1. Schaff. Lodern Christizrity Vol ¥1l. 2aze 79
Tho Lnabaptists rested their case upon Lhe euthority of ucrlptur@
\ but Zhis is ezabtly the basis upon Which Luther erd Zwingli, | |
| ,

| both of whom repudlutlng tradition and s&ll humu“‘uatporltj mads

uhe Bible the only rule of falth and practice and aimed ot the

| restoratidn of Lpostolic Ghristianity . Soon men who had re~

\ ceived & personél religious experience came to ses the inconsist-
ency of the staﬁe church instituted by both Luther and'ZWingli,
wherein both the converted and unconverted mingled together gnd
partook df theksacraments. They longad fqr 2. church of ths re-

generate wREEEE Where brethern and sisters in Christ could

U)

. associate together in true christian léve._ Alresady, ot lee
a dozen'editions of the Bibls had appearéd,and were in the hands

% o of the people, but Luther soom recognized tﬁenfmct that 1f tho

| 1 Reformation Was:to succeed the Germon reople must not only huave

3 | the Bible in uhelr own tonzgue but written so that the humblest

could understenfi. " It was his endeavor'he sazid,"to muke the

Prophets sfezk German™. In a short time the Bible wus as free

e TRy S R

an@ open to the poorsst citizen as to the Clerzy. The general
; diffusion of light, the rise of the prin®ting press, the con~

ditions of populax leorning, and Luther's teaching ell prepared

the‘people for the Bible, and they learnsd to look

-1~ Lindsay~- Reformation Vol.k. Paze 150.

upon it as the ore infalliblse authority ixn matfers of religion-
, , >

T b S R e it B S S G S e

an authority'whﬁch each ona could consult for himself. Luther

: | loved to call himself"™ a Doctor of the Scripture’", and as tine

went on the scrirture assumed gresiesr irportance in nis eyes,

R

experience led him end his enemies drove him until he had =no

recourse and no‘defence but the scriptures. In his debate wiiu

'

ck at Leipziz he definitely tock his stond on the VWord of Gal os

td

4 the E¢ue position at Vorms,zrd by so doing he el

the final auuhor;ty, superior to both popes ond councils. ¢
ntel )

o
C&

i
)]
i
1
£

|- mede the lssue between the authority .of scripture .nd the ci. oo~

§ | ity of the churph S0 pl&in thet the common peorle corld urndio~uind.
; | o0 N t. R - s -
Ieter (L522) 1n\wor1 inz out his ideasz of reform Lut.cr .alort d

ot

he principle of retaining whatever practices the



; 09~ 3i7 no*t forbid. 2y this mathod he was able to rotuin the pr.ctizo of
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thet the scriptures did not teach Infent

0
D
(&
bt
¢
=
(6]
2

£l

toz o compWetc separation of church ond stote, and that the

T &

o]
(a1

; " marmbership should be composed of the regemerate only. This wes
7ant to
not the kind of a church that Luther weanted." Where theypzo 1

rot disposed to follow", he sald,” God seve we from a church

3 e

in which .re none but the holy". Then followed the bitterest

f condemnation upon the Ansbeptists because they stood by the

1 o aathorlty of scripture while Luther for the sske of policy, peace,

5 . £nd the unity of Protestants/with the added adventaze of the
influence end protection of the Princes/deparﬁed from the teszch-
ing of the Word. This is ome of the most vital points in con~
naction'with the Reformation showing where the Redicels broke with

i - Luther on the principle of absolute obedience to God's Word.

Luther evidently could not congeive of & church apart from the

4
4

authoretive hand of the Frinces.. 1. Zwipzli in his interpretat-

ion of £ceripture adopted the opposits principle to Luthner,' to

re

[ 2y

ect in doctrine and practice whatever the scriptures do rot

enioin’. shis principle he made very prominent in the discussioxn

.
L

which he held with the o0ld church perty in 1523 known as the firs

I

w
L4

rich discuszsion. He won the debate simply hy insisting that

Fagber gzve book, chapter and verse wherein the invocation zrd
intereecsion of gaints ‘are tauzht. In 1525 only two years loter

the first discussion between the reformed party and the Radicaie

[N
M
H

took:place on the guestion of Infent Baptiésmn In the earl
3 ‘ stozes of the Reformatlon, Zwinpli wuos quite sympabhcidle with tha oy
§ of the nnago;gtlutsu In the exposition of the articles delcni—
| ‘ ed in the Iirst Digpuktation in 15£5 he writes, U althongh I lmow
2z the
§ ’ ~1~ Eurragé- The  2Anabeptists in Switzerlund- Pape Bl
JE— Jeacigon—~ Zwingli, Poze £435. |

fathers Qho thut infants have besn baptized occas%ioxallw SO
‘tre oarl+eat timss, otl]l 1t wes not g0 vniversul o custor
\ if is now, but the coumon rrcctice was ag soon a8 ufay‘arri

&t the gre of resson to form trem into classes feor inmstruci:o.

in the word of Ssglwation, and ofter o Firm Joi
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statements before the council. Zwinzli‘sureply furnishes the

sdeclurad "Phat in c”:L' digputes concerning faith and relizxios®

]

ct

tlonted in their hesrts,and they hod confessed the scme with theif

/

mouth ,ther they were bapti: I could wish thot this custom

L'\
ﬁ.l
®

oi giving ims ract on were revived today, . Hubmaiesr exnd oth

t
pressed him to ecpept the clecr stotement of seripture. Zwirsli,

|
e

Lo ver reglized *.;t if the Reformcotion wzs to succeed he mnst

"

have ths supporu bf the council. To have & church of the rersn-

srate only and to deny Infent Beptism waoe to ask meny in the couneil

t0o unchurch themsélves. This they could hardly be expected to do,

.,

and Zwingli to gain he support of the council was compelled to

take his sbtand artinst the Radicel party. -1~ Bullinger an eye

826

\
witness of the dl%ca331on says thet the opponents . oE infant
baptism mainteined that infents can neither exercise faith nor
understand what béptism signifies; tnat beoptism is to be ad-
ministered to belﬁevars only, to those to whom the Gospei has

already been preached, who comprehend their desire to be beptized

~and henceforth

Burrage- The irabaptists in Switzerland. Fags 96.
to walk in newness of life. Such is the teaching of the Gaéspsls

. i : . . . )
and the Actg of the Apostéles. Zwingli replied by stuting thet

. Pl

boptism tokes the place of circumcision and of repeeting Cor.7-1:

where Paul speclks of the children of christizns beinz pure-

Blaurock declared;that Zwingli did violence to the Scripfure wnd

falsifisd them more than the pqpe, and he offered to meize zood his
best rsegcon foxr his opposition\to the viewg of the ;naoantlszs,
Ee presses the objection that the snabaptists are schismabic,
end that their course will result in the division of the Churenh cnd
the deastruction of the stending order. To which theyr replisd
thet ﬁhey hald s &uoh rizgnt o divide froo him as he huod fror Llhe

\

;’_“OJ_G.

- . . I - . . .
Hubmaier in an address befors the Zurich council,

-
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the scrirturss azlone proco z frow the moutr of God, ourrt

ba our leval and rule, for the Lord himeslf heas nut thot Jul_ -

the Zhrorzs. ‘lherefore the Lo

}_.

o h . ] P R Ve
rd himgelf has ovdorcd tuat ths

m N T T B i SR y -1 e I ey .
sceripiturse ghall De gearched, and commencoG that Wz huve Los2o oo

the <rophets, for he will not recaive tiwe tesbtimony ol wom.



humaxn

voice of Beripture

, : | .
to oy¢practlcally all sects.
cirle fthet domirg
Revolution,

and the authority

o)

their own conolud*

vorchad for

all the obje

for himgelf,

how he

L ¥l.e Swmo, likewisa Taul onn

.

|
hovever ofbtar hier had to contend w

fgsn 59,

1

yvostles.

N

~oinst Soten or man

dently w10Ae’, they rresged upor such the scripturés, w.o tra
fitving judée of every controversy, cnd by weons of thase
na tray won the victory. For ths Scripture is the.cole ligas
is & true 1 ﬁtern by whose light 211 the fictiors of the
wind may bé discovered, and all darkness be di53 elled.
s Woréd of God is Sternsl snd Immortsl . Once for all

is the only voice of suthority,

uertly the only voice he will obey.

Hubmoier has takdr his stond on the principls that for him the

gnd con-

The doctrine of absoluts liberty of comscience was
. )
another Ffundamental terst of the inacbaptists which wus adhsrecd

raw i

sad the Renaissance,

Whos" lea

w1th the use of all the Dpowers

ctive means availeble, and that

should be free to communicats to othere the results o
rchese. They aes serted the right of each belisver

he meons that God had pluced within his recch, to
wiiet he should bhelisve,how ha should wo

later the frotes

of the @aﬁacx/“na insigted on erriving at

of the soul,

Liberty of conscience wes & Trin-

tant

ders repudiated the thsolozy of the sohoolg

s

ns,like their forerurners the Waldmnsians,

the snchoptists bejlovod thet trusth should be dilifently

and of

ecch irdividual

¢ oA
[P

ship

‘shonld 1ive. Luther and Twingli claimed‘the sama freesaom
nocionce for thomgalves, but as tho Rafoimhtion mﬁdo 1ro -
‘/,u“d some d;fLoreﬂ from them in points of doctrine ond
ey thoy W;rajnoﬁ reedy to grent it to all. Thor wers Lol
| :
arnerament srld corditions that arose to ridden Their Lol

the Liood I ol chrigtians  who coul
togill the helf-wsy reforus of thao
authorized hr *he goveruumonlt wnthoritics.



: in hig dzcloxoticrn irn fovor of con:letg Heliziove Xibexty. 4ir

3 ‘ ' :

E ~1l-his "esddress to tha Shrizcticn Zobility", Lo wrotc " Wa chovld ovar~
é comg horetics with bockz mot with fire oo tha old iqtlﬁrs ¢id. IFf
;

% there wore ary skill in overcormirs hevoeties with fire tuse exscut-~

b . :

‘§ iozer wonld be thse mostelecrued DJoctor in the norl@f.ng tiore

E

would bz zo zeed ﬁo study/ but he that coulé zet urcther into his
pcaer covld burn ﬁim”. In his Eabylonian Captivity he wrofe " I
cry eloud on behaif df liberty of conscience, end rrocluim with
confidence that no kind of law car with Justice be imposed on
CLristiaﬁns) Whe%her by men or by Angels, except so fmr as they
themselves will; for we are free from all”. At the time .of the
Wittenburg trouble he wrote from the WOIubUrb, ¥imxexzpititual
Fnirgnthedzsan © ﬁee thet our Prince does mot imbrue his bands

in the blcod of those mew Xrophets from Zwickau®. 'Heresy"™, he

e AL i 6 i renen

wrote later ¥ is‘a spirituel thing, that cen be cut down by zo
sword burnsd wit h no fire, drownsd with no water". Vedder

thinks it doubtful if Luther reslized the sweeping character of such

declaretlions na‘uhemr logical deductlors-' when opposition came
i Luther found that he Was not willing to tolerate the other maon.

~1- Vedder - Reformebtion Paze 293.

B

!

g did not approve of blood,He&/but he would treat =211 disturbess

3

<~

25 he tresated Ca;lstadt; they shovld be banished from the plcce

element. Soon we find

where they were g disturbing that Luather

fat
S

zo denyirz the right of any to reject the teaching of scrip-

ture, by which he meant his own Iinterpretation of &crirture,crd

i
)

hig was iollowed by an incressing tendency to iderncify nis ovn

view with the truth, until he preacticuelly claimed infellibili

T - LTIy

for nimself, and regarded &1l his smneries zg of nececsity the

‘ le
of God. "Since I am sure of it", he writes, I shall throuzkL

encmies
] it be your judge,arnd the judsze of ingels as St Paul says (Col.l-2 ),
: P DR A ) 4 ~ - L P ' PP L - . - b e [
: s0 tliat e who does not asmbrace my docirire connot be gsavel. uu
? it is God's doctrize 4 not wy own; thersfore the Juizment ;
é is God's and not nine In the d Lutler alvisod trh- nsoos:
g

gevority in EOm@ cese8S. " Ior aver &g wo punish thilevos il

the sword, murderers with the rops, wnd Lisratbtics with fira,
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wherelore d#ﬂ@ gt ley heznas on these persnicious
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noticzn, owm pores, or Curdinclg,Zizhops, wnd the cvyerm of the Homen
. ' | e 4 L .
Solom, yee witi grvery wowror thoat 1ilos wilhin our rouch, ond

) - ! . X - -

wnsrefore Go we not wech our harnds iz their blood”
|

Vadder— Raforma&ion - fane 29

Clhas we ses the greluully cherzing of Luther's idecs of Rel

1
fraedom ce hLe cume to look upor himself as God S mou*“rwece.

Zventuslly the Frinees werse givern the power to declare whe
religion should bBe propogated within their principalities. The
" ‘ : i

inebeptists  toolk their stend on the seme principle gs Luther in
[

! . A RN \ .
s fizht czeinst Rome ,and mainteined 1t in the fsce of bitterest:

ergecuvion clai@ing liberty of conscience for themselves, and

3

§-1

L

o]

~ <5 Amd
granting

it to all . The omly probable excoption being tha

hunster sepisode. .

% Dedck dn writing to Oscolampadius concerning sogp-

AAL’

aration ¢nd sects in Abticle six says " Those who wulk in the
‘ .

| - -
footsteps of Christ I rejoice in e&nd love, wherever I find
but of those who will not heur me ond yet will not keep silent

I cennot have much fellowshilp, foxr I do not discover inm sueh the

mind of Christ, but a pervertsd mird, which will force me to
abazndon ny faith'and compelime to édopt its.own, whether it Dbe
rizht or wrong. éFOE it should be known thet in matters 0¢’¢u1tb
everythiing shoul@ be fres, wvoluntary and without compulsion.
Thergfore 1 se ute myself from some, not‘that I reperd myself
better or more righteous then they, but even if I were lackiny

ir maay thirgs th t I mizkt seek freely ond unhirdered the°costly

\
eving' found it may hold it at pesce with every msan in

-
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so far as is possible for wme
B

o

Hubmaierd trezct written at Sckhaffhausen in 1524 on, Eeretic:

cnd thedr Burnerk -,  comstitutes ome of the most thorough zoino

: s ‘ : ) . - ] ,.'ﬂ
vleas for llberty of conscience that the age rroauceﬁ/ a5 woll es

('2

the aarli

oy

nle that has come down to us for complete freedon

- =

cf consciencs. Fls arguirents are bullt entirely on the sure word

I
of Scripture. Those arse heretics who perversely strive
h

ture. She devil was bthe firet of

shelt not surely die". Those also are
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Vedder- Zzltheser Eubmeler dicre 84.
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end interpret 1t eotlhierwice vhunm the gpirdt rocuirsc. Heratics are
I
T - . e 7S L N r A g b . A - - g SR ]
to Le overcoss Ur wmoozms of heoldy Irstrveticz. I heredics wIll zot

yleld to0 words cf'ﬁower or svinrelicdd conzcidarctions trov ars Lo pe
left to tuelr owm cordomnation. To God clone judisment bolon

her convert them or hordern them so thet the blind lecdinsz

chk
o d'“‘ 0
ch

the blind both the pcrver+ea acd the perverter shcoll be led to ruin.

14
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S0 Christ meant whén he said Let both grow together un
teaching and ercm ﬂle condemn heretics to the flames , and before the
time of ths harvosﬁ destroy wheat and tores together. Christ aid

not come to butche%, to murder, to burn, but that mer may heve life
snd that more ab&niahtly. Every christian has a sword against'the
godless, that is, ﬁhe Word of God, but not o sword azainst evil doers,

]

”fn civil power has a right to exacute evil doers, but the Godless

God alone shall paﬁish.' He ends his tract with these words " Iow
1t is manifest to évarJone even to the blind that the l w for thre
burning of hereticé was devised by the devil.‘Tlé truth is immortal”.
The Doctrlna of Passive Resistance was hel&‘by elmost &ll the
”rliqr‘ ub nhists but in sgch a variety of ways that =a meraly'jen~
oral statemént gi%es ay.lsl ceding idea. The eariier Ang u@ﬁlﬂfﬂ
believed that it w#s unchristian to return evil for evil and thut
| _

they snhould take tﬁe persacutions that came to them wwithout attempt-

'J

inz to retalliate. Hens Denck pushed the theory so far that he ba-
|
lieved no resl christian could eith

i

er be o liggistrate or o soldier.

- | . + - -
Losmell bund of ALnebaptistes to whom one of the Counts of Lichten~

gtein had given shelter at Nicholsbhurg, told their protsctor, thot
7 disapproved ¢ f his threztening the Lustrian Commizoion

2

ii{ he entered Nicholsburs

o

territory ﬁovseizo TIE .
fLgain there were dertain Angbeptists who rejscted the tsnet of oo
registance to thiséextent at leagt, that the gzodly minht uge the
sword against the éngodly. In other words there was alwars o
chiliastic wing oﬁ Angbaptists who believed theat the idingdorn car 2
not onlj with obse‘vutlon but by violence. 2y thess Hens Huot win

hed been tepntiped mv Denck in the spring of 1526, was gnredilr

hailcd cz o Zrophst, ond he had no hesitation in preoeiloicing Dili-
£ o 7, TRy < o ot - % el ' oo “,
self as such. He cimed thet the dey of *the Tord vwon at hori.

I
v
|
|
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e was the Prophet sent by God to warn the ungodly that their ovorthrow
: \

i

wos near.  To the Saints hs announced that their mission was that of
|

] . . _
the chosen peoplee. Tne time of the persecutlon of the Heirts wes

\ L

early. at an emnd, the two edzed sword of God's vengecnce would soon

-

-

that while they denind the right of theo cword

\

be put in their hendst It was a curious featuro of the teachizy of thess
- 1 \
fuﬂatic L anoheptliets,
\

<t

to mazistratss, znd denounced all war as carnel, tkey helieved th:

. . - o e L . . . . . ‘ -
when Christ should Pegin his millennicl reign it would be not merely the

i o
but the duty of lhis subjects to take up the sword and put the
unzodly to slaughter,? £t Nicholshutg he Joined forces with Jacob

yideman zho made the q dihal principle of the Gospel, community of

goods. ‘/ildemsn had uqught an excreme form of non-resistence, insist-

ing that christians aqe forbidden to use the sword in gelf-defence

or a8 magistrates,ano% arther thet christiens ought not to payvtaxes,
|

since these were usea‘ for the support of governments,ané the weging

1

of wer. He and his. Fqllowers called taxas blood money™. In spi

of these divergent views'Huﬁ and Tidemen Speedily Joined forces, the
latter and his adherexnts firnding little difficulty ir drafting Hut's

doctrine of the sword?as exclusive right of the Sainté¢ Hubmailer, by

whom they found thems @lves confronted,wes t00 wige and too well verssd

in the scriptures to b@ cerried awoy by this fanaticism. He heod nevsr
taught the extreme doctrine of non~resistance, nor that christiang

o

mizht not be Haristreties. The result of the controversy wes & schism

in the ranks of the Angbaptists &t Hicholsbuﬁg,but not until after
Hubmaier's Geath. The immediate result was the compositiorn and prim

-

ing of the trsaetise " On the Bword", by Hubmeler in whicik he set forth

his ideas on civil voxe nment with the utmost clearness, fulness and

Frankness.

In luu aier’s fract, which is temperate in lonznage,and

thorouzhly christicn it it's tone, he puts himself at veriance wiul

¥ -

b

\
12 01ld evangelicel brotherhood and with the great mejorlity of rnis

<
i

|

Luuhaptist T contemporgrieso His judgment is based on o cureful exuninciion

‘of the Scriptures,erd is in entire accord with that of modzrn Porbiste,
Ye deofends vine rifiit of Iagistrato%,am o chrigtion ingfiteliion,

‘
vigdicuicy Dor chrigtians She ripht to exercisona moplistrocy,. 4 o
bear the cword. He oi¢es one after Lha other of the fitenr ITilt--
sexte oxn which the o @nents of mozrisgtr.cy cbwﬂLly rollod, 16 .
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‘
thot f£idelty to Sirl}ture does not necessitats tha conclusioxn
raccned Uy his co#temporaries/ani cups his arpunent with the noe~
sage " Let eveiy man be sublect to the higher ﬁowcrs”.”This
Scrintnre alone decr brethern] he write%”is sufficisnt confirn-

ainst all the zaotes of hell"

£

yig of tha fifteen texts Fubualef“" o himgeld

+-1

= hls exege

sewnun. Church Histery. Vol. 11. Fage 174.

u . History of anti-psdo baptism. Paze 182
o zood interpreter of Scripbure. He also points out the srrors

of his bretaern. %These have been casused by = too rigid litersl~
iem of interpretaﬁion of Scripture,znd a fadlure to‘i'cpmpare
scriptuwe with scﬁipture. He cloims that Paul speaks of the two
fold sword, the sﬁirifual and the temporsl. The former is the
‘ford of God,with which the christian is to overcome his advssuries
The latter is borﬁe by the Magzistrater for the proteotlon of <the
innocent,wnd the ﬁunishment of the svil dosr. Goveraments ors

of God. The Magistrote is his minister. hen Jesus forbade his
followers to uss the gword, hie spole to.men who had no right to

use it. They hued not been approinted or electad for thzt PUTDOS2 .

He refused to be judpe. e that takes the sword without cubthor—

= el

ity shall perish by the gword,but not he thal besrs the sworce
according to Godf S commend and ordsr. In short Hubmaisdr mawc
zood nis claim uha$ the Scripturses interpreted throughout do mnet
condemn Mazistrocy but sustain it.
Vedder- Hubmaier.jPage 175.

The fandameﬁtél corceptions which lay at the besis of the
whols Lnebaptist movement, precluded the ides of = stove church.
The:r incisted that‘én Gvengelicol €hurch must diffar Zrow o Roman O

Cathiolic Church, in that it should congist of memborg, o ol

mede a personal nrbi assion of foitl. in their Savicur, znd who ol
vowad to live in obedience to Jesnus Christ. It could wot be LI

a Stebe Chureh to ﬁlich people helonyred without o ronyooznnd o=l L oo
exmarience. They @ﬂsistad thet the chureh thus formed, shculﬁ

be free from oll é}vil contlrol, to decidebfor itsalf'w;wt"dmcﬂﬁ;;:;y

t

cnd ceremoning of worship werce founded on the Word of +2d, (od

~ B A U - N ST 2t A P PV IRES
agreeable tisrots, wnd should mexzc thiz decision eccorilay (o i



-4~ opiﬁions of the majority of thédr members. Uher cloireld the rizh

50 be free to embr ize brotiierly sdmonition, axnd diceciplins oz
such members ag loffended. They elso contendsd that the ‘church
w”lCu thus r°:CC\ ed state control ouzrnt to refuce stete suiport

and propossd that the tithes should be sescularised. The Jew

Tastzment they slaid, knew nothing about interest, asury, tithes,
‘ .
livings and reboadg.

Another characteristic tenet of the Radicsls was the doctrine
. | .

of the Znner Light- They were strongly influenced by mysticism,
and belisvead thehselves to be under the direct influence of the
¥oly wpirit, and this immedisate intercourse with the source

\
of ell uth remdered them independent of any otler zuildence,

evan that of bcrbpuure. The free interprevation of the Bible
which seemed a prlceless boom t0 Luther was & poor thinz to

men who believed themselves 40 be at lezst as much ingpired

-as the writers. 3This doctrine was especially emphasizeéed by the

more extreme dﬁ@ led t20 all klnag of fuﬂathlSE and wa

(=)
bl

)

.

larrelj rOo)OLulble for nearly bringlns into Glsraepute thr

W

<l
Y
jan

ol

o

Lnabeptist lovement. They wors stronglv individuclistic and
clalmed the right to interpret Seripture, the chief gualification

for correct

terpretation being the illumination of the Holy

Spirit. It is qlso charred that they clulmed To hove revelovion

o4 Am T,

i visionsiwhiqh thiey reporded as wmore important <hen

#

scripture, he““a there was no need of learning, for the internzl
o
wOord Wis mora hon the outward exnression. Such claimg wore
\

made by Ficolas Storch, Thomas Kurnzer omd larcus Stubzer, whno
| D]
Whaa forced to leave Zwicka‘ ,o0ized herdsg with Carlstadt ond

-

Zwilling &t Wittenburg. DNarly in 1622 riots broks ont:
. |

't

rrigevly gpermen ﬁ' end euriculer confession were disusei; e
aboiluvion of meq@lc&nt'orders wes demonded ; an ogitoiion
tarun for closiﬁa of all places of amusements, ond gchnols i
aniversities. ;

The imericana Vﬁlol«

Zacy of ReligiO£S & Dthiecs Vol.l. Yage 410.
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wara sooounced. kil forms o learring wore gulariluasces in o
gemorotion dirsctly icformed by the Holy Spibit. The Titteun~

burz szgbar, wohr| himeelf besought porents to remove thoir chil-

bl VIR T
L

iren from the cchools, end students begon to dassert the Universisty.

It wa the} icel working out of this extreme view th.ab
threatened to overthrow the whole reformation, and hurriedly
A

brought Luther frpm his hiding at the Wartburg. In £ course of

“ht sermons he So strenuously opposed Carlstadt ,end his fellow

Yrophats Jthat they were forced to leave the city. JLuthar was in

srmpathy with nunv of Corletodt's reforms, but disunproved of
Violence, end thewu e of force to advence the Beformetions

— -

Influenced by the doctrine of the Inner Lizht, simpls,illiiercte

“men Telt impelled‘to bacome itinerant preachers. Thes "ecall”

ceme to them, and costing personal responsibilities aside, lef

.,

|
|
° .
businsss, home an# fomily fto preach the new Gospel. Vitmess oue

Hons Ber a poor peesant, rising from his bad cnd . beginning to
b

28t thou", esked his poor wife, "I Iknow not,

drosg. “Jhither z
Zod kmn oveth" he ahswered. "That evil hsve I done thee? Stay

and nhelp me bring up my poor children". "Dear wifs™, he .ansverad

b2 A

Toubie me not Wlbh the thinoss of time, I must orgy thet 1 way

D

learn the will pf%the Lord". Thess wandering »reachers were 1ot

drilied in uny common sat of opinions but conceived thre primative
teaching and soclal ¥ife as he sesmed to ses it reflacted in

the ¥ew Testoment, and as the Inner L
| ' 1.

ight r ,vmcled it.

Hens Denck‘?as the most widley knowr and prowobly the
Lindsey—- Reformation. Vol.ll. Fage 439.

. | o ] . .
nost hiehly esteemad of the snabaptist: Leaders. Hig traching

|

|

! * = P - F R
TEE v1*'md with many of the ideas of ths fourteenth srd fiftesnth

\

‘ ‘
centnry. Hystlcs? e believed bthet theres wos o spark of ths

b} ",

Divine neature in man, an Irzner Word, vwhich urged man to walk

irn the wogs of God, and thut mor cowld elwaers keed

v ) . , PR VT oo S gy e T IR i s

ircord donitor who was none olse than Chrict. He colipg St Jooor
)

- e - gom o - H“:o o G N -

kA lCI.LU.r' fDCl"l' (VRN I N

1 ]
izht “he Tord of } G0d. He writeg " The
|

guvove numen trea spr s, bult not g0 highly asz the Tord ¢i wol, vrign

" Fant Cimm E s [ s . o A e S [

: sy pamacful cnd eternul, which im caporate oud Jars Irow

‘ it :

|
LN o0 P P IR ey et 4 s de Mo e age e S T v
che aneerny oo thoon o world, sirce it ig God himseld, o lrdr ond
- N ~ E . I . S . S , EN LA
U owe vtz written without per wnd vsrer, 36 thot it oo 3 )

o
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J:e hlott21 ont. T%arefore blessednass 1s nol bound up in scripturs,.
howsver vgaful ;n?}good it may always be iz éhat Giraction. It is
| o
not Eoggitlg'for S%ripture Yo makke Dbetter a bod hecrt, bubt o vicas
haort 15 cectarsd gy all Sthings. 4 man who is chosen by God ey
| .
ettoein to blessednéss without preeching, without Scripture. The
|
voict of my heart,}of whick I ecesuredly Irow thaot it renders the
troth, sers GO ue %Eat God is righteous and merciful, =nd this
volice speokd ip ev%ry good‘heart distinetly and intellizibly, the
mpre distinctly and clearly the better each one is”.'
| |
Eubmaisr als@%idely known end highly esteemed did not advocate

|
- | . . . . - . s
so strongly +the Doctrine of the Inner Voice. If he were livins to-
dey he would be called upon to meke fewer chanzes in his system of
Lindsay~- Reformabtion. Vol.ll. Paze 436.

Termen- Anti- Pe@obaptism, Page 164.

U
O

ctrine Taan ary men of his time. He did not cloim inspiration,:
or rely on the Inner Voice ary more than an Ivengelicsl Christicn

eleaims the Yeadinz of the Holy Spirit todey.  In Lxrticle Zizit of
<. [% ' g D)

—3

- & 'S

his Christicn bolibf written while & prisoner in Zurich he suys

"I believe alsoc in the Holy Spirit, who proceedeth from the I

et oll my trust thet he will teach me 2ll truth, incresss my

[&]

foith,end kindle the fire of love in my heart by his holy inspili-
& : .

A Ly

ation"s  Agair hsl cleoims that " effsciusl callinz” is %wo fold;

inwardly and outwepdly. The owtword draving tales nlace by tie
puciic rmroclumution of hiis Holy Gospel which Christ coriiundad Lo
’ |

"oy JRNE de -y - - - . ol : ey e e o P -~ mon vopeney o n m
rooched to wvery creature zad s unow made Ixnown ovarywhore.

5 .y i e, ~ A vrin P BT I PR e T
ig wrousht by God, wao enli-hiteons Shoe ool

within, 8o that 1t undersvends the urndeniable truath, =208 1 &c
|
thorouznly convincbd by the spirit,end the preachsi .orl; i &2
. |
~ -

- | .
zontess from tha cpn801ence

e da [ i
LOU 08 0VvNeIXiWi&EEs
12 b L 3 - 3 1 P T o A e -
Foffwan #0uhmann, Letthys end Johzm of Leyisz woa Ilvo
I
=0y % S e 1] eea L d A P e ] g (T e N S
cnrea singularly stralzght forword and courageous, wearo oli roo
i
S s A Iy r T o o T e e :
An, e wlvoceted of the Doctrize of the Innmer Lipht 4o .o erirsew-
QCrXege ;
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: n ivtluenmccd &;;jb&_lﬁgy in vouth Gearwany ond tho lLethorlunds, .
i \
s . Lz ra— » > e T gy e . [ T 3G e b
: o .cceot Dis views. 4t first a Luthernn, leter 1530, he idnnti-
I
|

b
¢

: : 2o nimsoll with the ainabeptists. The books of Danisl ond dsv-
| ‘
I
; slutiox especially;atﬁracted him, andthese he intsrrreted with
]

i ! . . . . }
: refarance o his own times, ard he reval%ed in thoti~rats of mill-

ennisl »lories about to bs rovaealed.

B Tl ST,
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2

{e was driven from

[N ANy

vut returned early in 1535, under the impression thzt this citw

to pe the Hew Jerusslem, wience the conquering Hosts of God

7ould march forth Lo destroy the enemies of the truth. =t the

v

; time st for the beginning of the Lillennium, Rothrmen wes longulish-
i .

3 .

1 ing in nrison, nsverthe lesg grect numbers of pzople sccepted nis

\ ‘ .

‘ tezcnings of scripture, influerced as 1t was by visions ond the

-

i
Izner wight, the paturel outgrowth of which finclly brouzhs aboct
| g
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he fair history of inzbertism; The Mujns

Rothmsnn was & scholar, imbued with humanistic culvure,

e -~ e /. I P
oopotural elocoonces.

i . Y.
»ifted with the power of clear reasoning, ond wi

“~

r . 2 v - - . LI . s - P bt . e ey emyamee o he T
He was. immeneely plepular, his sermons were fall of thot sympathy

j
,
. o A - e 2 A PR 2 in - . . ] (U R
; for ths down trolden toiling masses of the community,
T mwren o um Py Ui o Al T, e T e o
~Ll= hewial - ant@.sedobeltism. Sogs 20E.

B - o s : T i A S g e o ER - 2 I S
GG WIS & Qermmﬂlehu note in ull snabanptiss yeé\CJ?J.L.L,.:‘;u S LE Tl
i

. |

. |
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