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CHAPT:r~R 1. 

Progress of Anabaptist Thought up to the Sixteenth CentllT';r. 

The riRme Anabaptism menns re-bnpti8m or bApti~in~ n~nin. 

Tho flnnbaptiAts repudiAted this nn111e declr.u"inr; thnt tho bnpt:1.nnl 

rec r3ivod in il'lftmoy WAS not Bible lJr:\ptism Rnr1 thnt t.hny 'VV8r'e 

'quite ~ntisfied wlth one baptism. The folloYlers of Peter of 

Bruis in the twelif'th century complained that Petor of Cluen:r 

slandered them by: calling them Anabap~ists as did their Swiss 

and' Ger-man brethe!r>n after them. The I~ondon, confession, 1646, 

ppotests that the English Baptists wel'e cOI'1Tnonl:r' thou,~h un-

.instly called Analbaptists. In 1653, Hagger rebukes BRxter for 

its use, frYe do wickedly to call them AnabFl.ptists thereby to 

cast odium upon us, why I pray you, are you so wicked and 

malicious as to call them Anabaptists rr. Blacm~ood, writing in 

1645 complains of being nicknamed Anabaptists, rrVve den-;T your 

title; Anabaptism. signifies baptism again, our consciences are 

fully satisfied with one baptism, provided it be such as we 

judge, to be the blaptism of ChY'ist, and if OU11 consciences 

.iude:e th'at sprinkling we hn.d in our infancy to be none of Chr'ist IS 

baptism .• I ask you whether can we in good c'onscience Y'ost satis':' 
1, • 

fied they'ewi thlt? Neverth~less they retained the name AnD.baptist. 

The history of these intel'esting people dates back sevliJral 

centuries. To slay that the fundamental difference bet'l'ofeen 

-chern 8.n0 other rel:i.gious sects lies in the method of B:1.ptism is 

wide of the truth, the distinction is much b!'oRder, deeper, p,nn 

more radical. There was no need for serious protest :"I.r,ainst the 
. . 

Roman Hiflral"chy, ,fm.' eX8mplo, on the suh.i Act of i'·'PlC:Y·s ion, fOT' it 

was n settled cu~tom down to the thirteenth century A~~ i~ Atill 

the custom of the Greek church. The 1i iTin.c; and unc1e:::,l;riE.:; 

principles of Anabaptist churches relHte to the SOiT8y·e.ign :m( 

(7 f:l.bsol1Jte headship of Chr'ist; to thA excllHli ve f.1.uthcY'~~ t:~ of 

scripture as contHining his Is."" for the directioT;. of ~l.ll i:;'".i.' .. ··''' ~ 

ch1.)'::--c1108; to the .liberty 8.nc1 !,es;,)onsibiJj.ty to God e :.l c1:. 



- :? - n.n(l stn tc . HowEllver it must ever be }(Opt :1, n qi 11(1 t;hn t t}v~ 

whole boily of Anabaptists had never put forth .em ilutllol-'.ised 

expression of their principles nnd prR~tises in th~ form of 11. 

creed aside from the Bible. In the mai n eRch sepnJ:'n. te ch:ruch 

expressed what it thoup.;htthe scriptures required of it RS a 

church 1n a "Declaration of Fr-ti th II. 
1. 

J.,/ It remained for the twelfth century to 'Hi tnes s the more 
-----

povverful rebellions against the churc~. In the earlier 

centuries, there had been the indi vi.dual p;t:'otest against the 

impur;L ties, the vices and the cruelties of the Roman system 

but they had been easily overpowered by the strong organization 

back of the Papal See. The earliest of the more povrerful 

protests that took definite form grew out of the work of Peter 

of Bruys who conducted preaching tours in Southern France and 

after a score of years was burned as a heretic at St. Gilles 
2. 

in 1126. Dr. 'Vall declares that Peter of Bruys WRS probably 

the fir-st anti-pedobaptist preacher that ever set UP a church 

or society of men holding views against infant baptism. We 

are indebted to an enemy of Peter of Bru-:rs for a statement of 

his teachings which are as follows; 

1. A rejection of tradition and an appeal to scripture as the 

sole authority in reli 0ion. 

2. The Church, C07'lposed of believers, is a spiritual body, 

and baptism ought to be administered only to such as believe 

in Christ. 

3. They denied the doctrine of trRnsubstantiRtion. 

4. They denied the doctrine of PurgRtory and prnyers for the 

dead. 

These so called elrrors are what Anabaptists held to be precious 

8.nO fundamental tlruths. 
3. 

Henry of Lausanne 1116 - 1150, follow'e d and ~vp~s clo sc;: ~_'.' 

related to Peter of Bruys in his theo10~y Rn~ teRchin~. .~ T,.-, 
j ;..' 

wns n monk of C1uGn:T who put off the co'''r1 to becomo n ·T:'O:lG'i .. ··;·· 

of Y·i.r~.hteousno88. 

1. 
\/ 8. 

3. 

V(')(Jclcr - Sh(H"t 1Iis top;,;r of tlv;; BfllJt:i.:l ~;;;. ',':l":(:; ;:;H. 
Ar:;1it8p;e - Hi"to:r;T of thr; 13:1ptints. ::J,:/) ~~b'l. 
VeC}c'ler - Shopt Hintor-v of th(; ihrt1.":;~·:: :··.{t'i (j?. 

. i 
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not only toleratect but qbetted if ~ot ouenly prn.ctis9d by the 

hii\11cr digni tariGis . He tnlHjht nnd ur8 ctis erl t;he bnpt :L8TJ1 of 

be l:i.cvers only, 8lccepted ';-,he sU"orenle flU th01'i ty of fJ cr'1 ntu')'"'c, 

nnd rejected thA authority of TrRdition. In lJ.48, thL'l noblp, 

prench8r was condemned to solitary confinBmerit 'nn~ ~iod 300n 

afterwards. 

Arnolda. da Brescia was another mon)( who could' not follow', 
, 

his vocation. The political corruptions of the Church in Italy 

at this period made a deeper' impl"'ession on him th8.n the religious, 

qnd throughout his career he was a reformer of political even 

more thRn of religious institutions. His wonderful' sue'cess 
<I 

attracted the attention of Home and ':'!P,S soon follm'ved by his 

defeat, surrender, and martyrdom, his body being burned and his 

ashes throvvn into the 'rib,er., The chief si 6nificance of ArnoldA 

as regards Anapaptists is that he was the first' to proclaim ""'lith 

insistence the doctrine of soul liberty and separation between 

church a.n~ state. He also denied infant baptism and the sacra-

,ment of the Mass. 

The reformer of the twelfth century who,'made the deepest 

and most lasting impression however, was Peter Waldo. He came 

to notice in 115Q) when past middle life anQ was a rich merch8.nt 

of Lyons. Being troubled about the salvation of his soul and 

not recei vingGhe help and comfort th.1:'ouSh the u81.F1.l chF.mnels of 

·~,:"1.e c1.1.Ui. ... ch, he consulted .s. leRrned theolo,R;iR.n statinp; tl1Rt }le 

desired to folloW the most uerfect way. Bis tA8cher reuliAd 

in the words of Christ. Itlf thou 'vi 1 t be perfect, ,0:,0 se11 

that thou hast R.nd ,o;ive to the pooP, Rno thou shAl~ hl1ve tY't=;,'-,mn'f:: 

ir. Heaven and come take up th;T CDOSS Rnd follow me. It 

accepted the advise literally, went home, provided for hi? wife 

~tnd two daughter'S, and distributed the reniainder of Yl.i8 vi-''<L~ll. 

to the pOOl'"'. 

wi th this knovvled ge began to pel8. te his expsI'ience:=< ~::,c. thr; 

people, 'Jiho Ii s t:er.Ei.d eagerly to the s tory of the cros::;. , ~ -""I.::, 

trave,lled from Pllsoe to plc.ce, rmd the TI1JT!1bGr of hi::; C011\,-::~:"~:: 
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ordered 

Denied tho DY'i ':ele~c of DJ'eanhi ng, 1'in.lrlo, "!ho hnd 

been' UD to this time a faithful so n~ of -che Church soon decined 

that he ought to obey God rather than man. He began preaching 

tours and soon Sioutherl1 France vms not only filled with his 

followers but with lay Dreachers of the vlI"Ord. He demFl.nded 

t'Ll'ee things: The voluntary PJ?OVert~T of his preachers; the 

free use of the Bi'hle, and the ri~ht of' ln~rmen to preach. '11"].1.8 
~.' 

preachers were known as the Poor Men of' IJyons and later their 

followers were cialled WA.ld.ensians. Waldo died .8.hout 1217:1. but 

previous to his 'death he and his followers weX'e condemned by 

the council of Vierone, and expelled from Lyons. rrhence they 

scattered all ovier continental Europe and increased in numbel~s 

in spite of bitter persecutions. 

Irhe rapid g)rowth of the Waldensians was probRbly due to 

the preparation of th? people by the preachins of Peter .of 

Bruys and Henry 'of Laus anne. Whe\le these' men preached and thoi:r 

folloWers lived,. the soil was' found most favorable for the 

propagation of the teaChings of Waldo. These men had arrived 
J 

at the same trutihs independentl:r, the doctrines of the Wnlnensi8.ns 

being substantially identical with the PeterbruisiRns, the Der·· 
.. 

s e cut o:rs of both being 'Ni tne s s •. Maint n.i nin~ t~he s e vie'~r8. they 

'N'el~e the spiritual ancestor's of th8 AnqoA.ptist chu"J::'ches thnt 

SPL'5'1.no.: up all oilier continental Europe .iust before the LutJ:18::'C".1J. 

R.eforma tion. It is 8.11 interesting fRct that th8se /',n.'1bnnti.;!i-:, 

their identi t:T '1lS ~:ir8.ldensin.n8 hss.been lost. 

lation between the two movemen~8. 

",rho G.ccepted at least in p':i.rt th0 doctrin88 0.el r } :~,~~ i"'01.,.1-.: 
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to ren11y cqtch the spirit of the Refonnntion. 

the ~orning Star of the Reformation. Froude finds f1. resemhl:"mce 

bet""leen some of i'1Jyc1iffe's view's and those of the Anabaptists, 
1. 

and some claim htm as a Baptist. Dr. Thomas Armitage thinks 

it more accurate to say that many who carried his principles to 

their ler~itimate conclusions became Baptists. His f.oundRtion 

p1'111ci'Oles were: That all tru. th is contained in the scriptuJ'e: 

thRt Christls law is sufficient by itself to rule Chi"'ist1s Ch1:'110h; 

that '(Ne must rec\13ive nothin,bS but what is in the sCJ'iptures; thnt 

whatever is adde~ to it or taken from it is blasphemous; that 

no ri t e or cel"'em<Dny ought to be received into the church but thrl t 

which is plainly confirmed by God I sword; Rnd that we ndmi t no 

conclusions that is not prov~d by the testimony of Scripture. 

During his life time Wycliffe sent out gl~0at numbers of i tinernnt 

pl"'eachers, who p:t'eached in maJ'ket places, moors, COll1mons, n.nd 

t· 

wherever they could find hearBJ~s. They increased so J'apicn~r th~l t 

Pope ;,lartin raved aF;ainst them in the most V111Gfl.l~ manner 1'1l1d 

Archbiship Courtney spent f:L ve months in pUT'gin£:: Ox.ford Uni vOT'si ty 

of their presence. The ul1!:J.erlying spirit of I,ollf.l.rdi 8m SOUGht 

the risht of unfettered thought, the free interpretation of the 

Bible as the rule of faith, Rnd the apostolic simpliCity of the 

ordinances. 

Wycliffe is v\J'orks and his translation of. the 'sc1"i:-1tuY'es 11'1.0 

a tremendous influence in Gel""mf-J.n~T and especially in 30herni8 on 

the lives of John Rus S o.nd ,Jerome of ·PT'Rp;1J.e • ,fJ..nr.LG or. ... T30 w

'"l..E)Wl.."; 1": 

having become QU!een of Richard 11 of Enr.:land ~~ ... ..1..,~ _ n H. ~I'" '" ..... RD.·I;. lEi., ..... ,l··vOlj., ',.", 

b t I-he "-1.'Y·O co"n+-rl"es lOU 'Vhl·c1'1 - ........... li1n,-ll"c ... i.-: DC"I"'or'":ln~'-)"'!'lr~ gre1]":r up e "r{1reen .\... U '\I l .... u. .1.. .: _ w .\ ',,':''.It.; •. ..J ")_'~ .. J. " .1\\,-....... .. .. , \., 

work::: 1pJ'Gre carri~d to Bohemin.. 

all Bohemia were s tlrred, nnd. i:'1. 1·1:15 fou~' !1.u11G,rod {"~1"" f:L:f.''t.;:i 

nobl~.s not only snbscribed to ~hp.il" CloctT.'inG8 lm.·f~ l'01'in' t ,., 

1. .A:rmitfl.ge - Histo·J:'-;T of thG ;)nptists, p~'lr~!:; 31;",. 
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doctrine. Later this body divided, part re1ectin~ nIl th~t 

was :tot expr'essly taur:z;ht in the sa-w:iptw.:>es .and ~he others 8.cce-:.")t-

in!:; ~l.ll ecclestical practises not expres81:T fo-rblr'klen. rilhe 

formp"r> attitude co-incided with the A.nA.baptist thour;ht. Th~v 

were led by ZiskA. a most intreuid leader qnd we~e C3 lled Tphori~e8. 
( \ 

In 1"1:20 they 'Dublished fourTisen"; R.rticles among which nre the 
- ~J J 

following: That the fai thfu1 are not to recei Ire thA views of 

the l~arned, unless they are found in the Bihle; that no decrees 

of the Fathers, Dr ancient rite, or tradition of men is to be 

retained, but those which are found in the New Testament; that 

infants ought not to be baptised with exorcisms; A.nd thA.t the 

ase of sponsors should be discontinued. Some members of this 

body. joined the Brethern· of the La'i'I of Christ or the Bohemian 

Brethern. 

V Peter Chelcicky whom P8.lacky ranks 8.snext to HlH1S ns the 

r:l·Cf.'l.t~C8t thinker of the fifteenth ccntuJ:"Y, refused to join eithoI' 

of the Hussite factions. 110 insisted on the nocosfli t;T OJ~ '~,~.lC: 

new' biJ'>t.h and thoufl;ht it better to baptize belivo:;:-s only who' 

. could shOV\T their f::1.1 th by their workn. He snys t.hnt Chr>ist 

speAks of faith fi 1"8 t, and tllen of Bnp l~ i8m, hLl.t ho dirl. not s td_.ct-

ly 8dhere ·to this belief in practise. Pete~ fo~nod n new n~rty 

which through pel:'secution -bcc8.me n.11110st extinct in fifty YCf\r':::;. 

It RppeA.rS that the Hus site and BI'ethern adheJ:,ecl f8.i 1"ly stl'i ct l-;T 
i '-- to immersion as the mode of baptism. '\~,fuat 3ras~nus s'1id of ~~b .. e 

Hus si te was true of the brethern, ltrL'he;r admit none until the:'! 

are dipped in wiater 1/ • 

At tIle ope:nine; 'of tIle refor:TIRtion period. thf: ",V·~:Ir.F.r~~.8i:l.11 

communities ViST"e numerous on ~~hc; Cottin.n Alps, :'Japlc? ,'1110 

France, A.nd Ge:cmany and at various ti':1H?S were st.rol1[; .... ,t :)(';r>li. .. 

Str~sberg and PAssau. 

... . ... ~ 
, '. 



denvor to win t.~1·:;: b.'1c~,~ ,;0 :;ilO, fold. 

1'ldisln,US 11' issued blood:T edicts bnnis!linp; their l:'I';;ion 1,'!ho 
, 

r-efuc.ed to reC~',~1j~ fmd commit,~i',r,,: ,;hciI' l.Tl'e,"cht1;'3 to ~-,ho fl~·,,1!1!,[:1. 

'rhis scatteredt;hem but di(j not Cl"U,s}} them. '.i;'he p c 1" ~ e cu t ion: 

':ri th its tortures, i1'1ppisonments, and bur'nings, ended 5:mJ:y with 

the King's death in 1516. Bohemia has been called the cradle 

of the Reformation. 

.. 
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CHAP'I'-:m 11 

TIlE ANABAPTISTS I?J SiVIrrZERlJ/\:;m 

obscure. According to the '\I17ri ting of contemporn.!.~iG2, they 

received their main doctrines from sects that ante-dflted ,;11e' 
1. 

Refor-rna tion per'iod. Vadian says II There were before the 

Refol'"'mation people in :Zurich VI/ho, filled with er1""'Or8, gave 

bi~th to the Anabaptists. Grebel was t8.UP'.).1.t by them; he did 

not discover his own doctrines but was taught b-:r others II. 

VVllile we have not any 'proof of a p:istorical union betvleen 

Anabaptists and the mediaeV'al sects, the identi.ty of their 

religious convictions plainly show the Waldensians end Peter-

brusians. unmistakably forer'unners of the Anab8.ptists. 
2. 

testimony of their enemies, these earlier sects lived 

On the 

• .1- -. qUle t" 

God fearing lives; believed all the articles of the Apostles 

creed; were strongly anti clerical~ lived quietly Rnd rarely 

appeared in history save when the chronicle of some town makes 

casual mention of their existence or when an inquisitor ferreted 

them out and reoorded their so-called heresies. rrhey ob jected 

to all' church festivals; to all blessings of buildings, crosses, 

and candles; they alleged that Christ did not give his BDostles 

stoles; they scoffed at excommunication, at indulgences, and 

at dispensations; they declared there was no re~enerRtive 

efficacy in infant baptism; and they were keenly Rlive to all 

injunctions of Christian chRrity. These are the princinles in 

the main for- which Anabaptists contended, and, wbi1e '."Ie CRnnot 

tJ?11Ci:~ their continuous desc.i~nt down to the pel"iod of' the;{ef01'-

rnA.tion we do find in the eHrliest decades of the six~;(:"ent~l 

which have 8.11 the mal"ks of those recor'ded in the :'v1('!u:lsi~~o:i':' 

reports belon~in~ to the end. of elle fot1.Y'teenth :'lnd boginni'n:" 

of the fifteenth centuries. 

su6denness which only the .fo"err,oini~ f:lctS. CllYl eX1Jl.·d.;,. "'le 

1. '1C(1<:301" - Short Histor';T of t}H) Bnptists .• Po.go '"/f'. 

20 Lir',.J.3:1.y - History of the: j·?efOl"Ll'ltioll; Vol. 11~t)n ": , .. 
',1-,'\,' 

r
r , 

1 , 



- J.l - , 
.J.. • 

1570. J':eJ ler :says 

that the presen(Ce of Anabapti s t viev;s vras speedi J y c1i s eovr-;;·,.'i"::,j.e 

in a11 parts of the land ll
• He mentions Swi tzel'lRnr3, ]Jiornvin., 

the south and north German states and Holland with mr-my prin-

cip8li ties and v:vri tes liThe more I examine the documents of the 

tiae the more I am astonished at the extent of the diffusion of 
( 

Anabaptist view's II. 

Switzerland was no' exeeption and the very suddenness of the 

outbreak of the movement in "Zurich and. other centres vIas no 

aoubt due to th~ fact that Zu;ingli was favorably impressed with 

Anabaptist views especially the rejection of infant baptism, 

nevertheless he was absolutely wedded to the idea. of a state 

church. He cO"l)ld not see how the CUU.1."ch could exist apArt 

from the state. He }")ad led the reactionary party af!,ainst the 

r-tbuses of the church and had finally brour;ht a separntion· 

betllJt::~n the I:'8.p~l See and the reformers ~md h8.o. been uuhelfl in 

his vvork by the council who now were the supreme nuthoT'i t;T in 

matters of relif:~ion.' To ask these men to repudiate infant 

baptism was asl-d nr-~ them to unchlu'ch themsel veo . 

comnelled -Go cl1<Dose bet',veen "GIle view of the Anabapists Y'O ,iAct-' 
•• <J 

ine: infant baptism Ilnd separation of church and state, and 

acceptance of infant baptism and a state church. He chose the 

latter. 

Vrnen Zwinr:li became leader of the Swiss Heformntlon, he 

demanded obedience to the "\'{oJ:,d of God in all Christian matteI'S 
2. 

and resolved to reject what it did not teach. This was a 

foundation pr'inciple which he laid dmvn when c1ebat-.ing with 
3 

Dr. F'3.ber before 600 Roman Catholics at Y,urich in 1523. Pnb(lT.' 

asked who should be ,iudr.;es on:;he nwttel"s in dispute and Z"":i.~"1<"1:L 

TJointed to the Scriptures. The Doc t or pronos ed thn t tl-J.8 ~. r :",; (': , , 

sb.ould be decided by the uni veI'si t.ies of ?t=:lJ'is, Colm"l('~e, f"ln:j 

Freil)Urg. 

1. Armitage - History of the BaptiRtR~ Page 320. 
2. Burrage - The Anabaptists in S'Yii~zerlnnd, ?'Cr',I?; ;-';< • 

.3. Armitnge - Histol"l;r of the Brt})tist,s, Pa,f):.) ():O:,(;. 
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I I Sh 0 ',',' mA , II 10 dem[lnrleo "th~ pl ,'1ce in scripturo ':I' , 01'C :l t is 

!,~ '1 r.~· 

~hin rRdical doctrinA . ~~lc~terl by so [lh l e n l e[locr , they 

turned his O',7n ,'renpon s u pon him when they toolc insue vlith him 

on other subjects, Rnd the mome n t he f e ll into cont~ove rsy 

wi th h i s own ,ll,n 8.baptis t d i s ciples, broke wi th hi s fundamental 

pr i n ciples, and made th e magi strates the ' de c isive judges in 

the di spute . 

The An a b apt ists of Zurich soon be 8an to openly Rss a j. l the 

the doctrine of infRnt baptism. 
1 . 

One pastor c a lled i t a use -

less thing . Gr-ebe l wrote tha t those who unders tood the t cnch-

ing of s c ripture re fus'ed to al low their childl"en to be b aptized. 

So s t r ongly was t he matt er presse d that the connciJ. A.p;Joint ed 

a public discussion. Grebe l asked t ha t the d eba te be in 

wr i t ing with the Bi ble ~s the onJ y source of apuenl, Zwi n g l i 

8Gr ecd to this but the coun cil r efused. At th e dis cUl~s ion 

in the council hall '.'ihich wa s held in January 1 525, the fl.n8. -

bapt i sts represented by Grebe l, li8.ntz, Hntzer, Reublin and 

31aurock, urged the a c ceptnnce ?f the Bible ns the only 
2. 

:?,uthori ty b u t Zvv j.ngli un p;raci ous ly cha r ged them with d ic tat -

i ng that he should pre A. ch n othin r; but what suitedt:,em . ~-re 

presented the C'lll"rent Pe do bapt ist nr r;ument s of his time, thnt ~ 

inf'l.nt bnptis lll of the New' 'i.'estt1mcnt too)c the pJJ1e C ,uf the '''.i.to 

o f c i'4leulncinm of the Old ' I.'cstrllnr;nt . 'L'hr:: eoun~i 1 0, ' ecnl l':;(: 

i '(l du~~y b ound deelp...recl in f.'l. vor of Zwinr;li . 

n week or b e b~niBhed. On JR nuf-l.PY 21s t the eoun n j_ ~ orf.2Y' ;( 

the !\n~b8.ptists to be silent on tho 81)h5ect, 8Dc1 .• 11'-'0"1 Pc~"'~ ::'i.l" ~~ 

they were ordered to leA.ve ;;he c ountry within o ne "."·)o\c . 

ever', the An abapt is t "chilc'ire n Y'Jere :1ot brour:ht f or ':J " nt i ~r; ro'."i :~ 

on February 1 st tho CouneD. o }:,del"od thqt thOfl8 v {loC' ''' --: ~ ' 0 

1 . BurrRge - Th8 ft n abn.ptists of Swltzorl~n~, P'l. '·~'"' , ) 

""1 ~ .. , 
i I • • 

2. Burrn~o - The Anabaptists of SwitzerlRn1, P f1. ,",C 
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obedient should be arrested .<l.nrl the bRQP,8 8.8 soon 11.8 horn 

shoul~ be bRptized. Ihntz flr:d Blrmrock wit;h t"T8nt;:r-i'cJ1lr 
1. 

parents of Zo11ikon were 8.rrested. The;l "ro,Y'A 01'('01"0d to 

pay the costs of their impri80nm0nt nn~ to DRY n finn of 

1000 gu 1r.en, a 11 vre1"e relf:r\s ed except t"IO. 

did not deter them in their work Rnrl R fery dnys nfter nt 

20111.kon.f BlaU}:'ock spent the Y/ho1e dn.y 'j_ n nrofl.chtnr,; 'lnn. 

bf1ptizinr;. 

fined those who had been bll.ptiz(:d Hne} t~,reatened to' bnnish 
<i 

all who should 'iDe thereafter. Some few recanted but most 

of them refused to submit. Instead of arresting the growth 

o:C the Anabaptiffit movement ~, we find it enj o:Ting steady pro-

,gres s • As ,persecutions were forced upon them', like the 

early Christians., they went everyv/here preachine; the gospel. 
2. 

They had this advantage: they stood on the solid rocl~ of 

scripture authority; they 'Nent from village to village R.nd 

'from house to house holding personal interviews 'wi th the in~ 

mates; and they made much of personal experience. 'rhe in-

fluence of these Anabaptist exiles was soon m~mifest in many 

places, at Schaffhousen and at iAJaldshut, at HRllau where the 

entire church received baptism at ,,!J,e hands of Broadli and 

Reubiin, at St. Gall the Anabaptists withdrew from the churches 

leaving them almo;Bt empty and held services in privRte houses 
:t 
~, 

and in the open fields. In a short time' the An8.bR.pti s ts 

numbered 800 memhers. Cro'wds flocked into St. GA.ll A.nd some 

W1"i tel'S s Ry 8.8 m~my as 1500, othe1,~s RS mRny as 2200 became 
,31 • 

converts to the new faith. 

So gre,qt \'V'as the progress that the council bec~lme 

alarmed and ordered another 'public disputation to DO helrl on 

'NovembeI' 6th. P,s they knew full viTell thnt Zwinr:l:t '"['ls·".:L} 

pOitleJ'")ful ,vi tr.L the council, ~_ t "\1\18.8 not probA..ble, tl1flt· ~ne Anr~ .... 

baptists expect;ed a victory. 

broup;ht out by the Z'~.rin8lj_R.ns while the 
... ,(l ... 

A.nn.h:s.ptlr:~'!~<'"' ··""~rnJ8Q 

'.' 
Her,T 'I'estament anc'l that instt'uction 8.nc1 belief ;'--C'8 C'-, ·~c,j_r.('.:! 

-, 
Bllnr~'fy,e - 'l1he Anabnpticts of 81 i1li t zc:-e1::'l.nd T) .- , :~"n , 

./.. · , " . 
,-. 3urrage The 1'\.n8. i) n.p t i f:. t s of 81'11. 1~ Z c'pln no I) " -; .", 

r. · .. . - 4'} 

3 · Burrage ~e AnRb::l.'ptisGs of SvJi tzerlnnd, :? ~"""': "! . I.=? . 

V 
i' , 

i 
f 
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befope baptimn. 

if they were ·tl'loy hn.d rt~ r-r.:oocl n J"ir~ht to sepn.l'nte fpo,', him nc 
1. 

he hRd to sopRrn.te from bhe Pope. The decinion of the 

council WFlS to the effect the 4win!3J.i f-l.no ldn f0110'vers hn.d 

overcome the Am.abaptists, RnnihilFl'lJed AnRbRptism fmrl immediRt-

ely started to annihilate the movement by means of the civic 

power. All cl-:'lildren were ordered to be bAptizer1 Flnr1 adults 

were to abataim. from A~abaptism. Tl1,e council al~o w'arned 

that any who should disobey would be fined a silver mark ond 

if nny shall pl"ove disobecli.ent I'VVe shall deal with him fm"ther 

and punish him according to bis deserts without i'u:r.'ther f01'-

giveness. fl 

'rhs.t the above was no lir:,ht threat" the Anabaptist hp,d 

i~nediate reason to know. Grebel, MRntz, 31Ru~ock, Rnd 

Hubmaier with others 'were summoned before the council and 

commRndEid to retract their errors. They refused, were 

thrown into prison, loaded with chains, and kept there 

several monthsq Having started the persecutions the 

~wiYir:;lians found that to be effective they could not stop 

short of the stak~ and the sword. On March 7th 1~26, the 

councj;l decreed that whosoever rebaptized should. be dr017necl 
,;;... 

rmo 11.,- second decree on Nov. 19th confirmed the first deCr0G. 

Felix jilantz who had been J:"eleaseo qno had rene1~rod his l:qbors 

8t Schaffhousen Rnd Basel; was re-nrrested on Dec. 3rd, foun~~ 

p;uil ty of the henio11s offence of i3"nabaptism and was sentel'lced 
2. 

to death on Jan. 5th 1527 by drownin~. The sentence was 

duly carried out. 

The effect of his execution was electric 8.nO .:\n<1-

bn.ptists sprang up 11.11· over tho lrmd. CRpito wrote to 

Z'~vingli f:rorn Strl1.sburg flIt is repopted n8J'e that your FeJJ.x 

r:qntz has suffered punishment nnd death gloriously J on 1'r:lic:-i 

I. 

account the cause of truth Hnd piety which you SUA t'ii n i;::' .. ··";· i:--
3Q 

1~T depressed!!. If [myth:1.np; coul('l dep:res 8 the ,Z"':'i,ll r';lt:\n 

1. Bu:rr8.ge - ':L'he l\nn.bl1.pti8ts in Svritzerln.nd, P'V',:: j.1;;. 
2 • II rr i I I r rr It -: r:: ') 

~rmitage - .4 History of ~he Bnptiots, ?n~e, 335. 
3. Vedder - Short History of the Baptists, ?~~e, S~. 



- 15 - those whose only fault vJ'as that they hnd bG0n conGistent 

':Tl1.Gro Zwingli himself had been inconsistent in keeping close 

to the new testament teachine; and practise. 

Jacob l"aulk and Henry HiGman, having firmly refused to retr.8.ct .• 
1. 

were condemned and sentenced to be drovrned. For -ChAse per-

secutions Z"wingli stands condemned befo~e the bar' of history. 

As the burning of Serv2tus has left an eternal stain on the 

good name of C~lvin, so the drowning of Mantz and others is a 

dmnni:1g blot on ZvJ'inSli IS cal"'eer as a reformer. 

Grebel was spared a like fate by an untimely death. He 

'7~S n nntur8l leader of men, at Schaffhausen, at St. Gall, at 

HiIT7yl ~nd other places he preacihed the gospel with ~reat 

po:'7er and gathe.red large numbel~s of converts into. the churches. 

liubmaier was arrested, imp:rison.ed, and forced to 1"0 cant . He 

denied his recantation, was imprisoned again, and finally led 

to the gate of the city where he was fopced to take an oath 

never to return. We will meet him as ',"J'e turn to the study of 

the movement in Germany. Blacirock was burned at ·the stake nt 

f. 

2. 

Claussen in the Tyrol in 1.529. Hatzer was banished fron, 6uJ.>ic'.~L, 

went to Strasburg for a time, was banished again, and marle his 

'.vay to ConstG.llC~ where he was arrested, imprisoned for four 

months and then put to death. 

These leaders, al'l of '.vhO:,l 1:vere cultured and educated 

r;ent 10mon, the e qual of 61,'li ne;15 in lef.Jrnin~ flnd deb..-" to, ~"{Gi'() 

one by one exec~lted, driven (lI'T.'3.)T, or (lied of nntnY'n.l cflur;cs. 

at J.0ngth the persecutors attained their end. 

for the most part a plain unlettered fo1le nnel not [l1.JJ e to 

hold out unaided and unled against a persecution so bitter 

~nd so determined. Gradually the Annhqptists disanpenr fro~i 

the 8.nna1s of &.I1Ji tz'er'lrmd but 

reformation. 

mov~mnnt in Switzerland had beeD in vRin. 

1. l3urrnr:;e - 'the An.'1bn:ptists in SVl:U~zoJ.'lnnc1, P"Jl'c ~(J:? 
2. Vericl.er - ShOJ:>t His:'ory of thob~I.n.ti8 ~3, PRp:,e8P.. 
3 • BurI'.qF~e - The AnabftptL, ~~S i:1 S1·d."~ z01'lnl1cl. ~ Pn·-:o 

o 
t . .... ~,r ,'".' : 

~I 
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A.CC Olnnlj. shed muc]il. 

in tl;'0 devolopmr:)JJ1t of the irian of r-:epn.r.'l.~1nn of C1'111:1"'CI1 :'1n rl :-,:-,'to," 

.-md in thR Untcrln.nc1 thl"our.;h it,,> effort~~ for .'-In :ti'lTlY'(l'rmncn~:; :i;, 

diacipline and morals, led to the ':rJost iP1Tlortn.nt re:-::~;-:;.~3. =~v~n 

8.1thou~h its direct influenee upon the ritm3.1 foY.' Bnpti.t1il1; t"i'l.O 
, 

ordin[mcc of th0 Lord I s Su')per; the Synod '"11th its ccm::wrsh:Lp 

of morals; upon the publication of mandates pertA.inin~ to morals 

8.nd upon the exclusion of clmrch music, mFly n9t be fUlly. es-

tabli.cr.,hed, still ZwinSli 1nlould not have given attention to church 

discipline for a lon~ time had not his opponents compelled him 

to do SOl!. 

I 
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CHAPTER III 

THE ANABAPTIS'rS IN G~:;:HMANY 

1. 
A modern hi~torian says, 

... -.- . 
lIThe nflJ11(-) An>i.hrtDtist in tho 

Ii terG ture of the Luthern HeformRti on strmEls AB ~, 3:T!10n;Ttl1 

for the extremest e;rrol"s Pt' doctrine nnd the wilc'l.est e;x:.C02.80S 

of conduct. The :Anf-l.bllptists ·were denounced b:,T their con-

temporaries, Romanist abd ProiestRnt nlike with a rhetoric so 

sulphurous that an evil oder has clunS to the nome ever since. 

If one were to believe the half that he reads about these 

heretics, he 1.'lJould be .compelled to think them the most deprRved 

of mrmkind. Nothing WRS too vile to be aspribed to t~em, 

+-' • no vnlnl!, was too wicked to be believed about them". Host of the 

Anabaptists, as the Lutherans, were RS uncultured people but 

the great majori ty of their leaders wer'e hishly .educated and 

unsurpassed in educational affairs revealing a breRdth of mind, 

sincerity of spirit, and keen knrn~ledge of the briginf-l.l script-

ure. It is only ·when we consid~r the le8.ders of the Munster 

outrage that w.e find .men totally unqualified by lack of education ... 

L.r""· r.;enius in statesmanship, common sense, f:md decency to stl'11LCl nt 

the head ?f ~ny movement. 
'~ . 

.At tX1e opening of the ReformFl.tion bodies of Jl .. nn.paptists 

./ sprang· up every where. In this respect matchinfS the grm'fth 

of the body in Switzerland, but the:re is tl:1.is distiYlction, in 

~/ ~vitzerland the~e was a fairly strong idea ·of unity in mntters 

of be lief but in Germ8.ny anyone who differod indo ct """'i 718 fj-Oi:' 

s ti.y,a tized Annbaptis ts . Thus 1. r:;re 8. t den.l of opprobriLnn '-r" s 

OR S t on the true il.nabapt is ~~ . 

title were never Anabaptists, but consistently prnctised p0~O-

grasped the spiri tUR.I conception of the movemGnt. 

OtE' 8.ttention is onlled. first to the; Ou~~hT'e~J.: .'"l,t Z~:r:lJ~l~·· 
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to thos\3 '.'rho hRei the baptism of ~:,:!:le Spirit. 'l'homn.s :,Tunzer 

81so of Zvvick.s.u is wrongly c8,11ed 8.n !i.n8.haptiflt. of 

a tract 8.g8inst Inf8.nt Baptisn is prob~h17 rc~nonsihlG for this 
() 
'-' . 

but he never ab8.nc1oned tho pr'8.ctise of baptisinr; ~~hC1'r1. 'j:hese 

prophets as they WeT'e cI111ed bec::nll. to nnnOUDt;O :-;110 sTl()r~(l::r one; 

of '~he 'Rge and th~ set-tins up of the l::inr~(1011 of Cir''i.:~~~. J)is-

orders followed, they were n.r>rested, thrown in~~o '01"i,:1on nne] Intol:' 

exiled. 'rhey s OCDn flppeared at ·.'li tt enberp, wllore Carl::> tadt n.ncJ 

Melanchthon were the leading men. Both were greatly influenced 

by the prophets, J!>eceived them kindly, and gave 'not 11 little 

credence to their doctrines. A letter of Melanchthon shows 

how neB.r he came to acknowled8ing the genuineness of' the men i 8 

, inspir8.tion. ' 

at, the Wortburg, suddenly appeard, preached a series 'of ~iolent 

sarmons, had stormy interviews with the refopmeps and .finally 

drovo them out of town. Munzer next i1.ppe8.red n.s pastor of tl1e 

churcl1 at Alstec1t CtnrJ n.t· the ber-:inni.n,"; of 1525 fl.pDe:n"'~i l'it r:fflhl-

husen which was at this time the storm-centx'e of the Pe8.sn.nt..s 

uprising. He announced himself as a prophet of God come for 

t1:Le purpose of setting up the kingdom of heflven in .the city, he 

promised destruction of princes, community of goods, ri.nd the 

gospel to be made the rule of life in R.ll things. B~r such 

means he made himself the hend of the revolt n.nd thous~nds of 

deluded peasants of Soutl1. Germany flocked to his stanc1'1.rd. On 

May 15th 1525, the peasants w~re defen.ted and before DenCB c~me 

theiT' leaders with probably 100 J 000 of their numae:;:- wen'e sl:1in. 

It is significent that no cm!l.tem~)orf-l.rieshave charsec'i',he ~~nCl-

b8p'~ists with ::c'es:ponsihilities for the disol'ders at l.Lnhlhr-l'use::1., 

t~is w~s left for later PedobAptists of the ninetAent~ cent~~~~ ~o 
3. 

do. If Anabapti.sts joined t-;he revolt, they suffe.1:'ed .':s thl."': 

oth8rs suffered but not RS ~nnbnptists. 

far 'bnc]{ of this PG1.~iod 8.nd trncl'S "';hGj.-(, connection. 
.1. 

endeavors at refor~. 

opinio'[l the r8El.l .Reformation YJ10iJAment frotl ~"Thich bO;~jl J:ut111:;r' ~"I< 

]. . 
.3. 

·\7ed.dGr -
~'Te':rman -
VeddeJ:' 

II 

Short Hi,stor;T of thn Baptist.s ~ Pf?i.p;e .9;:~. 
Church Hi3tory Vo. II P;-t,se 1:,)g. 
History of tho 3~pti~ts, Pn~e 99 

:11 l! rr It !l 100 . 

-----," 
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10 - Z\"1in81i turned as,ide for poli ticn,l J"'e~l8ons. Their rnpid ~r~vth 

in South Germany is in no s1118.11 pnr+; dlJA to thE; laoor8 r.mcl, t<:.~.ch-

1/ ings of Balthasar Hubm::lier, "VhOi'i as ''TO hnve 
1. 

distin~uished scholar. 

~l~o~di no~ed was a 
1 

Theology at In~olstadt. Three yeRrs lAter he ~~R rector of 

the fa:nous Irigolsts.dt high scbool. Eck referred co hin AS the 

most eloquent man in Eu~ope, equally esteemed for his learnin~ 

n.nd 'l1.is piety. In 1516, he was cnlled to be c8.the~rRl Drea~~9r 

at Re~ensburg and en50yed such success as a preacher that he 

mightvvell have considered the hi;:.;heet places in Bavaria open to 

In 1519, feeling that b,e could )10 10ngeJ.~ consc.ientiousl~r 
, 

occupy such positions, he retired to the little town o£ Wal~s~ut. 

At fiY'st his preaching vms by. no me8.ns evanr;;el:i.cnl in c;octI'ine 

nnd pJ?n.ctise and it was onl-;J' nft<:;JJ'" his return from .'1 visl t to' 

Zvvingl:"L in 1523 t;hr"t he rJec:Vl.e'd 'bo join the paJ:>ty of r-efoPln And 

beg'm t (; intIDocluce ch8.nges. Hubmaier could not J'sr:1ftin S.0 t i::~ fi0d 

'Hi t,h 8.ny half-way me8.snres 01" reform AS IJUt,h0I' nnd Zwi nr~l:i. ll.nd 

v done,/he hnd in realit~ done whRt they orily professed to do -
/ . 

taken the New Testament as his sole rule of fA.ith Rno. Pl'A.ctj,::;e>,. 

d He re.iectsinfant baptism, although at fiT'st compromiFling w5.th 

his conscience by advising p8.J-'ents 8.!Y1.inst the bnptism of t":'OiT' 

children, :.ret pel'forminr:; tho eeremony when the pa-r'ents insi8ted 

on it. 

In 1525, Hulbmaier was bFlptized by 'Vi}.]_iam Reuhl:i,1'1 'at 

'-i~lr.1shut 8,nd thAn Hubm~:lier bnptiscd 110 others on profcssj.ol'l .of 

fqith 8nd shortly 8.fter 300 more. 

army i;:;, December co'clpelled him to len.ve ',!qldshut "nt1 }le sou~h7, 

refu~e 8t Zu~ich. Here he '.vas thro1.'rn into prison rmrl di8Dic"\-:),!,~T 

treG.ted by Z'.'Iing1:1: his former friend. 

" found. -s.t Nic:n.olsbUJ~q; in };iorHvin, here- he fin/Is r'l8.ny 0"ds8 ilnrl-

proclf1.~n8.tion of t11,e'trlJ,th. 

tnJ-r8n to Vionnl1. AI'"'tA-"" "'11 J·"'r1"'J" "'onr'l':>'l-'- o'f" ,1,"1.-. 1"'0'" 1"(')""':"'" ,~,,-,,', ',-" ::"J" .l •• .:, ",,)1, '_, ".LL"" ,L,'" 'n,.'" . " , 

(, 
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.' ' 

'; n(11 1 ~C 

'n,i 3 ':J od;r burna:-;. 

in tot h 8 'h nL11i ~ "ri t h 
, 1 . 

nnd dro',vned: 

author of large literary ability. His motto lITnuth is Im-

mortal!! gi ves the keynote to his high, bold" And logical 

s-oiri t . He was original :i.n his tl~l.inking, had keen insight, 

and delighted in m8.king the truth of God supreme. His trans-

lations of the Gospels, Epistles to the Row:lTIS Rnd Corinthians " 

'wi th his t"yenty-four l.'VOI'ks, ,are prohibited in the index at Rome, 

although he W8S one of the most pure R.nn FlimRble men of his 
, . 

2. 
age. His declarations written earlier to OecolnmpAdius 

"NoyJ' the hour is; come in which I shall proclaim Dubli.cily 
.. 

and upon the housetops whR.t I have hitherto kept pent up ,with-

in. The great God be praised ';iV'ho has vou chs:af\e 0. , to me and 

equall:T to my he8.rers thi s spi ri t of Ii bertylr nnd tlln t written 

to Zwingli, flSo I am well content, for I ')ljill ever ,::;i iTe God 

the honor a1).d let his word ::clone be empire; to Him will I he 

subject and yield. myself 8.8 'Nell I1.S 1:1';T doctpines., The rl'ruth 

is Immortal ll
,. "vere the not.;l7'\s by which he lived. nnd '-'\forked. 

Next to Huomaier, Hans Danck stands out as the most pro-

minent Anabaptist leader in Germany. 
3. 

Entirel-;T different fro111 

Hubmaier, Denek was a mystic. lie had drunk deepl;.r Rt the 

we 11 of the fuurteenth Rnd fi fteenth century mys tj.r!3, hence ' 

his teaching waS tinged with ~any of their views. 

th/:re WRS R, spRrk of the Di vi ne nRtupe i.n man, nn inrJ~r J.5 r~h.':-;, 

'.,;nich urged men to 1."lfJ.lk in the; '~rn.y8 of Goel :l.11(1 thnt :1]on c'on}l:i 

8.1\''l~tys keep true to 'l-,h0 :i.ll1"Tfi:rcl monitor, ',7110 WAS none (,I~", hi1 ", 

ChT'i;,,:t. 

r:.~·socit3.ted with Oecolf-l111}l!lr1i118. 

1 0 f.,rl~'lltar;e - History of~~h0 J3n:pti?ts " f:ll~C ;)81. 
2. ~'re,,:'!r:18.n - HlstoT';T of tmtj. pecloh,'lpt';.r'~:), p~lr~e 1~:)-5~i'" 

3. Linds8.y - /\ Histor-y of '1;110 neforpln·~:i.on, Vol.II .;.), i~r; ': 

'" 

{ 
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As 8. result of }-Iuh1118.iel"s visit i'n ,Tune lfS26, 

-r.c ','1as baptised and. proceeded to organize an A.nabaptist church. 

Thp, local Evangelioal ministers sou:~ht to show p,im the err'or of 

his 'ways' Fmd to avoid trouble he quietly departed from the city, 

but no~before he had dBawn together a' membership of sever~:1.l hl~,11-

dred. By this time he had :;ttA.ined great eminence as allAnabaptist 
1. 

PO'!Je II • At Strasbur''Y, ';1[hich b;T reason of its toler:orn.ce hA.d 

become a refuge ~or persecuted radicA.ls, Den~k soon gained a large 

following. Later he settled A.t. iVorr.1s then again at Aug8burg 

1~r:here he participated in a gI'CA.t convention of';'nA.b~:tptist IJeaders. 

He was probably saved from mRI"tyrdom by an untimel~r deatll 2.t 

Basel in 1527. By the time of DRnck' s deR.th, there were AnRpa:r.Jtist 

churches or groups in most every city Rna. hamlet throu(~hout (}er-

man:T. This was due to the zeal of the new conVGPt S Plnd in no 

small me8sure to the persecutions thAt were instituted not oniy 

by Papal and Imperial edicts by by the 
2. 

Luther8n and Zwinglians 

themseJves. 

111e town of MUnster was destined to be the centre that was 

to brin,'l: dis grace on Anabaptism and '.:'las to CRuse the unCloinp, to 
3. 

a certnin extent of the movement. Nevrmr:m wpi tas thA.t no ep-

isode in history h~s done so ~TIlch to impede the pro~res8 of 

BA.utist urinciules AS thAt of i~lnster. 

oui te m:g.rked in (,8Y'l1v:m:r 8,nd other '<;lJ.).~ol')e.qn conn t:nie s . 

I'-elchioI" Hof111~nn, n m:'ln of platy, of eV8ngelic'1.l 

:L. 'NI.~"lr;l:-.n - ChuY.'cl:1!{ir-;t;oT'Y. Vo. 11, ~:'lO~8 l8~:~. 
2. Bln'r'H~0 - 'J:h'3 /\n:l.l!nptists :"L"i '~"!itzer'lnncl, p'i.r"{~ ~"I 

I '; Y1(""'~l"\r - 'i1.· r:;tO'n'T O+L' -+-,v., !.\crr:)-;":':i:1t~ on, iic)-,'I .• 11 ,,~.I/. _ '. ,'., ".... l • . "., ,J -'-. _ : 

7- ~ 7:'·-:·7r(1.~-in - }[istor)'" ot .... r'J.11t~~ ·;·)'[;d,ol)··)r)~it~r;1, ::-)~~ ~~(:; ~~);:~ ~ 
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de'l'~!~ of Denck bn.d left them 1'I[i thout a lef1.der. 

;';0 ':'~T!1[, 1"',n r-mc'l the novelty of his teaching nqtnrall-;T f1 tted. him 

foi' ~he V[lCflnt leadership and in~-i-R a very short time "he '.'las 

::h(; Y'ecop;nised head of the Anabapt:lsts of Str0sburrs. He tf'lUr;ht, 

'..,-,'0:::13, and.made missionary journeys. His growin~ infl~ence 

R.l[",rmed the magistrates who caused his arrest in 1.1:):')3, the .. yeRr 

in which he had predicted the setting up of the kinc;d01n of God· 

in Strasburg. Al though he was eli s.cr·edi ted thrOl':l.(~h the fn.iJ.l1j'e 

of his prophecies, those of ,Tlln j'oJlatthY8 one of this converts in 
1. 

Holland were' readily received. Mathys 

U1Jn R. ti c, hRlf cr~i mi nal . He dreR.med drenms r.LnO SR1.'f visions, he 

proclaimed himself the Elias or the new dispensation soon to he lSi n. 

and sent out twelve apostles to hernld the comin~ of the ne~ n~e. 

Converts to this new' gospel VleY'e made by the ·thouSflno.s in Holland 

and Friesland. 

Thestuu~~le rsoi.n~ on in HU118ter to r~f-liYi freenom from tl).e 

eccll'::si8stic8l caste ana the fnmine of 1.529 brou~ht the city' 

to the yerge of revolution and attracted the nttention of Ann-

br=rotist lenders so stronp;l;T that thAY necir1ed to Yllf'k0 it. thp}.·Y' 

, 
:)()on ill.1 i,1v'~ (~l ':1'1'::; :'d,licld I'/i [',I.I)d.l11 '\111 1 :lllI)'\ ~ i, i i~" I 

j~81i n;ious revolution follo"H:'}(]. 

pres3ed for furthA~·reforms. 

insi::', ted on ir'lmersion. 
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Bishop 1.'.'110 had i,nvested ~hc ci7;Y, flnel ',vns killed i" "1'~ I\t~·IC;,::!',. 

John Bockhold of' Le:rde'n had no c1ifficul ty in. proclainj,:lg :nj.:~.-

self the successor of Matthys. He called Munster, ~ount Zion, 

proclaimed himself King David, and that the kingdom 'of Davio 

was to be re-es tiablished. King David must have his hllrem, rmd. 

DolygS-:::lY vias prolclainJed as the law of the new kingdom. The 

ft=trce 'Nas soon a. bloody trageo-;T" The Prince ~~ishop 1 s troops 

pressed the investment. The Munsierites looked for aid fron 

outs ide but Anabaptists v/ere either over'awed or disgusted by the 

fanas-:;ic doings of the city and no Rrmy came. At len'3th tliP. 

townWf-lste,} by f'amine and weakened bv dissensions wasbetY't::'-~Ted, 

by traitors. It fell on LTune 25th 1535. There was great 

slaughter in the Town and the captured leaders after most cruel 

treatment vvere bJung ;in cages to die of hunger. 

The excesses practised at Munster were at once chRrged 
, 

agains t the Anabapti sts and the name be came a synon-;TYa of <:(11 

that was fanaticlal in creed and irnmoral in character., Without 

mercy and without dis t inc tions, all who bOI'"'e the name wel'e por-

secuted until they were exterminnted Or' cl:i.'"'ivod into hiding. 

But it is no mOl"e fair to hold the Annbaptists as C\ ':Thole re-

sponsible fOI'"' ""bat occurred because l/Intth;,{s and Rockhold 'vel'8 
i) 

.,~n[tbnptists thnr:i it :L.s to holr'l thG I,utl1.cl'n8 PBspon,sih10 1)(;0,',11010 

Hotb.11l8.n WRS a Luthornn 'whnn he ben;nn hi:"I ~vil CIl.N:(lI'. 

silJle has J.ost its eclp;e, an.n the tl'lut11 ll.n.S fOU11Cl i ~~,~.; '· ... rr;.r ·;~O 

1 . 

bRptints, as such respoDDihJn CX 'I'-"""'l v'"; U ·"1'1 (.:: "1 ~ .J I. \ ( ~ : .) 1.,"','" , I. 
J. c· (.~. .': l.': 

J 
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the s',70rd. 

seized no churches, hn.ve not conspired n,r;n.inst ::,h(~ ·l1~--'loritios 

nor' deprived any n8.n of his 9stnte or goods II. Co:'n,-,J :'.:)~ 

'tV:rote 111\1} these exc~8ses' were condemned A.nd- 01)1')08eO '-rherev·::;''-' 

I?, l.'?,r~e assembly of the brethern afforded A.nopport1.Jni t.y to 

p;iveexpression to the reliq;iolls consciousness of the 4n8.-" 
1. 

, t' t ·j'(A be h·~ '" II 08'9 18 J li..,m rS.l . ..L~J • ~~nin Cor·neliU"B., who is 8. ROi11<:m 

Cn.thO}ic, wri tes that in the Tyrol ann. Gortz the n,11m""'.Y' of 

persecutions reached 1000; in Ensisheim 600; Rt Linz 73 i~ six 

VlP-eka. Duke i'Villi.Qm of B8.v8.ri8., .c;nrp8.ssed all othAr2, in 

issuing the fearful decre.e to behead those \'rho rec,::mted, nnrl 

to burn those who re.fused to rec::mt. rrhrour.;ht the p;re~'1.tel" 

part of uDper Germany the persecutions raged like .'4,' wild chr:.sA J 

tJ:1e blood. of tb.else people floi.!'Jed 1 i}{e vv8.teJ1, so tllSY criecl. to t11.r: 

Lord for he 1":) • But hundreds of them of r'.II R(!P.8 ;:lnri both SAxes 

suffered the pangs of torture wi thout a nn:rr.'ffillr, desnisen to buy 

their lives by rec8.ntatioll rmd went to tbs plnce of execution 

• .0 1 d .. 1 11 
JOy~U_ Rn slng1D7 Dsa ms . 

After the SRVqge persemlti?D followin~ the dryvnf~ll of 

:.·TuT'::s tel", one mir;ht nRve expected thA !-\.nn.bnptists to :hnve ""l8n 

It ':i:,~~ l,~rl; i\'p .\.~, 

2. 

:tnd ol"'(~n.n:i-zation out of this SC'-ltterod concH ti.(llrf; . 

80 1:1"c1ent in "1.i.s niety ,'ts to exeE1.'oJ.5 fy in his ovm l't'·_) i-I 'C: 

l~ "'v-ec1der - r{:tsto'p')r of tlil~:: L3':rJ~~i~~~t8: 1::>,~1:-;e 118, 
\7"j"rman - Hi s tory of !~.n;~:L - P ~ rl () l')n~lt:i. ,,;-1) ~ P n..o;e l. \) I: 

2. T..}.nc1,s:1.Y - HiE'tol';r of t'hA KA:(:'o'!:'m.'1tiol1 J Vol_. }3., .::"""(~ 

.'''' . 

.l \' 

. ," ~ 



un 'l.n eRrt1!J.y k:iln:::;c'lom which h.is followers wel'e to defend f1TIn 

extend b;T the s1.'!rord. The other pRrty condemned pol;T!1;Amy ,ilncl" 

At first the strife was keen but the wp,i~ht 'of 

V ~:ennols influence turned the ~cale in fAvor of A snne int~r-

peetation of sc~ipture. He first begAn to ,preach and wl'ite 

with all earnestness against John 6f Leyden and the ~lnster 

Kingdom. In 1536 he openly renounced the Roman Catholic Church, 

and the next yemI', he accepted the imTi tation of G.' deputation of 

qui..et Anabaptists that he should 8.S81)1110 the leadeI'shi'J of t.he 
1. 

shepherdless f10Ck. He hesitatinGly Accepted on Account of 

di strus t of hi s ability to lead tho .tmabapti s t c aURe .in 81) C1,1 

tryinG times. The 1.'Visdom of the choice "lV8.S soon ms.ni.fested .• 

In vie 1N of the terrible disaster vl7hich had CDme upon the Ana':" 

baptist cause through the Chiliastic fanaticism of Ifl8..tth;rs n.nd 

,John of Leyden, he laid special emnhases on the duty of Ch""'ist:iA.ns 

to resist evil unner nny nircumstnnces; exalted the.doctri~R of 

t;'h0 new life in C1'H"i3t, (1n r1 repucHn.ted tliG doctr-i nf! of .1'1[1t-

ification b:T faith Alone and insisted on the i1l11it~l.tion of' Chl"int 

in his life of utter self-Rbnegstion. 

-. .I .LlS I~r.::n 

sh8.11 never prev:l.il R.r;q:'Lnst j,i~ 11 • 

/ 

J 



Fr,<:;.nce to Russi a .. 

bloodi8st nersecutions,' he continued ;frtithf111 to th'3 c;~ll:i.ru'! 

forced a strict ~trtnctRrd of morals, represse~ all ten~0~cioR 

to'.'mrds fannticiSlm, r-md grnduA.lly moulded his follo"re""::; in7;o 

the miln neaceful and moral peonle that the Mennonites have 
, , 1. 

ever since been., Tll.ere are three f~·l.ctors that counted for 

the r,'l.Did incr'e':l.se of the chuJ:'ches. In lR39, Menno issued his 

Funnr~mentAl Book .,of true Chr'istirm Faith and established his 

doctrinal teaching on solid ground. The change of name was 

81so .gr·eatlY in t.heir fn.vor~, the name Anahfl.ptist hAd fnllen 

into disrepute, the. nflme 1'Ilennoni te provQked 11. feelinG of mild 

curiosity as to What this new sect 'might be. The .f:"1ct thn.t 

the NrJtherlands favored 8. m1Jch gI'e,\'l.ter meA.snY'e of 1"e11:::::iou8 

liber-ty tl1.R.n was founc'l R.ny whc}:''8 else in Bnronc f'lviDPod the 

ne'v develol')mcnt of the An:qhrmtists. ~fteI' 1581, tho mild, 

peacen.ble and law R.bidi ng C}1n.rn.c tr::r of the Mennonite Gn inea fOJ:' 

them n. measure of toleration that other Qnnhnnt1sts fniJed to 

en,ioy; ,'1.Y)n, wi th th0 independence of the NG'!:heJ:'lrl11rl~" C')1i1e rcli"n;-

ious freedom, the Mennonites beine f9rmerally rcco~nized iM 

1072. This is probably the rSflson wh~r the;T::l.lone of ~~he .£\n.>I.-

bAptist parties of the Reformation have survived to the present 

day. " 

.. 

1 Short Hi8tO~Y of the S~Dti8t8~ P~~e 

J 
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~.s ectr17 n.S 1182 follo'.'fers of ~'fr:tldo '·reI'e known to exist 

Hl the He~herlf1r;tc::;, ~:s they i'reJ'e persecuted in Sou~;h8rn ·c;;uY'one 

I 

the f:i.r8t ilnn.br:l.}Jtlsts founo in Hollnnd we:re .of this b"n.de. 80 
1 . 

numerous were they that Vn.n Kn.te sn.ys, flAll the wen. vin~ '.':n.s 

in the hands of .the Anab8.ptistsf!. 

hundreds of. thesle refugees suffex'ed mn.rt;rrdom 10nO' 1)efore IJuth0r 

was bor'n. It hias been clearly shown that the;T ro.ir::'cted inf~,nt 
<I 

b8.pti.;Jm;' church authority, confe.ssion to a priest, n.nn J{i\dor~r,j.on 

of s1-l.ints. rrhey 8.C cepted the sole authori t;r of S cJ:'intuY'e, the 

hendship of Christ, sn.lvntion only by Christ, good works in 

obedience to God, and the observn.noe of Brtptis~ rtnc'l tho Lordfs 

supper. Because of their religious ze'''I.l which too often vvn.G 

not accompanied with wisdom, for they did not hesitnte.to 

openly entice many from the Homan CRtholic church to their (;01'11-

munity and upon their invitation re-baptize them, they excited 

the anGer of the people and the disapprobation of the Governr.'8nt 

which' passed strone ordinances a~ainst them. 

kno,'.rn his views they hailed them with d1hltght in thR.t they cO'\.1.ld 

uni te wi th him in t'le main points but. they' n.dhered fiT>mly to 

their own peculiar views especially respe~tinr:r, the bA.pti8m of 

adults. .Anothe:r imDortant sect th:::.t 1vere ver:T manifest, inneed, 

who mR.de the NetiherlA.no s . theiJ:" chie f s tT"on,o:hold, . "T81"'8 the RY'P '-,.., '?:':"'~ 

<:' of"tn 0 Cornman Life II They [\re l'emel1lhered for' thc'i~'" ov:mrr:J .. i:".::} 

mysticism Rnrt their eRrnest devotion to Bible Gtu~y. 
I 

middle of the fifteenth century the Bible 'J'lflS '.'finely Ci'''CllJ .,-,-::;::( 

in the venacular Rnd. zealously studied 8.nd this wns f'ollo";e 6 ;,-,' 

devotiornlliternl:,uY'8. It is t]4'ue '!~hnt Hl02,t of ~-,hir-' ~·.'.''..s (;'1.t''':<U.;~ 

~:)reD8 red the "'!S.Y' fo r n.n ev.··'nr:::e linnli mn of n rlO1"'(~ '!-,11'~'~'0l)",:1-'l 

2. 
t;rp6 o· ThcY'e -rJ·/P'.s 8.],80 tl'1(~ infJJ:':::nc8 0'C ~-I~"1.{~ ~~.'::.~.r.;'~i.;~:"·" o:~ .,-'--

]. . 
2. 

·rml··I-r>I"J'p' - -H:--'L",j-OI"'>"T 01" +1-J':> H"~"-J''''-'''' ."),,(~"" '.4.·,'" ~ . v,',,), r:., oJ 'J...)..).. U • 'w' J..J ( ... }) l .... w ~; 1,/ I ''!' .l' ' •. ~ ...... , _ ~ 

:'Te:'!mi1.n - Hii=lto":"y of '-In';',i Pf~dob:"Dr,i8;ll ~ p" Ir,-:, ::)~. 



perous cities, the In.rge and influf)ncin.l artis,'nl clns;.;, ,"l.nd ;~he 

facilities furnished by the natural and artifici8.1 w p torW8.:Ts. 

The vrC'i tin?; of Luther se17ved to encoul"age the Al1R.baptists 

8.nd to have made them bold tn the proclamation of a rnorecertain 

gospel nnd to br~ak the power of Bornish superstition. Th8ir z8al 

in proclaiming the doctrine of adult bapttsm'aroused the oDPosit-

ion of the govel"l1ment which iss11l':ld the stroneest edicts Ap;n.inst 

them. The practise hRd become so wide spread thr-tt the fir .. st 

question of the inquisitol~S was, IfHllve you been y·e-baptiRe'd. lI 

1. 
In 1523, a book enti tled II The Sum 0 f the Holy Scripture; S rr 

APuen.red f-lno~~nou81y. It W8S soon trHnslated intb En~lish, 

French, and Italian, And so many editions sold that it aided 

largely in sp,reading Anabaptist vie l ,vs thr>oUR:hbut Europe, ' In 

resards to baptism: the writer SR.yS in part? liSa are. "''Ie dipped 

unde'r as a sign that ':~Te are, ~1S it "'Jere: dead f·md i:mried, as 

Paul '\vri tes in KGmanS chRpter six ,··md Colossians ~ Ch8.pter fouy·. 

rrhe pledge is gi wen when "'ve Hre ulnnsed unner the vrat8r". 

By 1526 Lutheranism, whose teachin)ss were beinr; ?ride17T 

diffused and eagerly reRd, CHIDe into conflict with Z',~rinrzlin'1i.8m 

and reRched Rn acute stn.ge by 1529. Cnrlstadt &, Hof'mn.nn Si8Ze(~ 

the .01)po],·tunit" to Droclaim with their "O'NY1 subst::U1t;:t~J.J.y ;~vlinc:-

r!Jd n."3d su fficiellt foothold ;\rr1ounn; the pe ople to be ~11 <i.() tD 1', ~ ~i:'~'l; 

o t' n pr-ophnt. 

".lS lY:OI'e J'n.dic~1.1 vic'vG. 

1. 
2. 

AY'mi tt-'1,'!;e 

·i·~8j'rrn.:.I.n -

2 . 
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'~'~~":':~8 :;0 c';!"'''''j.ec on 8.n effecti~le Pl:'ODn.n:nnr'1n. in n m.:ltn1~ r>nrl nn-
, . 

the si~n of the covenant. Hofmann n.ppenrecl· in 1l011nnr'J nr~~'j.n 

in 1531 nnd being lessqcircumspect soon got into trouble with ,-

the Ruthorities nnd had to flee for his life. However Tri.ip-

mp.icer r-me eight ico1':rJp:s.ni ons "!Vere n .... "'res ted Rno behen.oed. They 

sho"red 1Nonderful heroism and devotion to their prine ip1es . 

Hofmann nov! iS$'u:ed an order suspendinG bR.ptiflm for' t170 Y8r.'lrr" 

intilll,·'tlnr~ t~lf.l.tn.t thfi ann of thlr-:t:tme there 'r!01~1,1 1')0 n vloneJol'-

ful mnnifcstfltion of nod IS pmvoy, on bohnlf of the "LOITers of 

Truthl! • Ule efl'eet of Hofmann fixing the dF!te of the rcovent 

of Christ 'Nas wor,.nerful:~ His discinles were filled "lith 

enthusiasm. There was no 10n[3:er any' doubts of the f'utu:re., '{I'he 

gY'o'.vth of the Eof1118.nni te '0 Fl.1"'ty was rRpid. 

Z • '1" " ,-,'Vl n~. JJ"DJ.8m W8.S eonrpilietely v8.nished aDd from this tir:e dO'.~m to 

1566 eVRngelical teachins WRS 8.1most 'exclusively of 'the Ann-

b:'l.Dtist~ype • From Holland. the movement' extended thpour;h ~he 

Neth~rIarids and into the surrounding pountries as weI] ns ir~o 
:. 1. 

En,r.:18nd. , I '~ d 11532 and 153:3 Hofr1Ann TI18.de his J.ast rr.iss:i.oY1.ary 

.i ourney to the NetheI'lands. His time I'!8.S spent in ·i3l1C;OUl'R.p.;-

ins fmd confirminG his follO".v81"'S in the fnt th. 

suspend the r-J.dmi nis tra tion of h:'l~')ti S1':l. 
, 

'~!here at the time predicted fo;:> its fuifillment he "7;.::; Ir:n··;~i;:'.>-

ins in prison. 

nlJ. 
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. I. 

le~dcr of thb Annbnotists. 

s i fie: d fOr:11. He was utterly fRnntic. 

',he promised in:1u0u1"a t ion of the ne'v .3.ge :'l t; St~'!J.sbu:'r:, 'I e 

proclnirr:ed himself 8. prophet of God, the prophot j-;;noc'h ".'ho 

nccordinc; to Hofmrmn was to appear justbefor'e thO~1'C;·:t cv·pn~-.• 

j,io3Se:1[,';ers were sent to the HOi'mo.nni te conc;reGntions to info}'·:~'l 

them that the prom.ised Enoch had appeared ann that bnotism. vms 

to be resumed as a preparat:Lon of the great eyent. rEhe news 

of the overthrow, of Roman Cn.tholicism at 1'1unster nnrl of the 
, 

rrp:i.r1 p,rov/th of the Ann.hnpt:Lst8 Goon renchod th(~ N()~~hnrlnn(18 

nnc1 multi tudes fi'om these rer;ion8 floc}cod to Munfltop \'Jhero' 

they hoped to fi111d pr'otection an(1 Sut;cor. Enrly in 1~34J tw6 

missiona.r'ies from MRtthys reached. Uunster nnd m8.de known to 

the 1cl1.deJ."s thnt Enoch h.'l.d nnnenred in the pars on of .1'nn l''i1..1.tt11 y,r 

rmrJ. that the mille_nnin1 kin~r,dom wns :1t hrmc1. llntthys wns noon 

in Munster where he C'm~tinuEld to play the role of cll:i.ef propl1ct. 

The tr:'lgedy of Munster has nlrendy been outlined in the preyious 

chapter. The blame for this disgraceful affnil"' vrHX plllced b:r 

the authorities upon ~nabaptists reg8rdless of their fanatic-

ism or saneness. 

One must not; suppose that the yarious refOr1iling sec,ts 

m8.0e such progress in the Nether1nnds wit.hout pftssins throu,::h 
1. 

~~he fires of per$ecu tion. Fifteen yenrs before tlunster, 

I:uthern :=1.n0 othcJf' bool(s n.t IJ01J.vflin and on Chnr1es V I'et·uY';i. fr·o):: 

thG Diet of ','Jorm$ he i8sued a proclamntj.on agai:1Rt I~'li.::her, hi"" 

books :lnd his follo'.vers. In 1522, Chqrles es tn.b1-t sh8e: t~, e 

inqui::ition within the S8'ITenteen provinces. 

";,rho WI,;,;'e burnt :'-[:; the stnJ~G 5_11 1f)23. 

1. LindsflY - HistOFY of the .h'o::,"'or-mn.tion; Va. 11 .. ' '"' ;::::~D. 
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h':.nrl f1t the c1islcretion of tl1"'3 .iwl~~n. 

ev:ir'lently was found in enfoI"c:i.n(~ i~hr; orlict, sOl,;n'·i. ,,; of"i-

i 

p'lnnned 8. way of e,"l cnpe, yet 'lotii'd. t,hp, t::1.no in,p: .c< 1 ".1~rre 1":lJr'hpr 

F1.no,de~:tth rnthell~ than deny the faith. 

The severeist persecutions however "iTer'e reserved for the 
L. 

Anab~ptists. In 1532 it was forbidden to hnrbour AnRhnptists. 

B;T 1535 the seVleY.'est edict agninst the sect wns issHed, lIA1l 

who had seduced or perverted any to this sect or had re-h8.p-

ti zed them wore to suffer den th by fi 1"e, n.l1 who hAd ::om ffereo. 

themselves to be re-b8.ptiRed or who hnd hRrboured AnRpRptipts 

'-I.no who hlld rec!Rnted were to be fAvored by beill(S pi.lt to den.t"!1. 

by the s\"lol~d; \~omen only were to 'be blJrieo Rlove. . .Tr:1.D 11~!~len 

'1no two others were the first Anabaptist martyrs. ThAse 

vJ"ere executed in R peculiarly ntr'ocious WRY at the lin.rrue i.n 

lFi27. Crhey we!re chained to the st:-~ke and inntend of bAinr~ 

n0[-lr, by. This' fri shtful rnethoo W8 s I'8Sel'Veo. foJ;"' the ,il,nn-

baptists. It WRS I'eueated Rt Hnarlem in 1.")32 when' 8 vromnn 
, .. 

'NA.S drowned qne. her husband and two 'others were rOA.sted. At , 

Amsterdam a conJr;resation grew SO rapicll:r as. to 8.ttrRct attr-m.+;-

ion. The minister and nine of I''\is follovlers were arrested, 

'-nere taken to t,he HaGue, anrl behe'3.Ged on express orders of the 

Errmeror, their :he <i.ds p8.ck8d in 8. bag' nna sent bR.ck w;-~epf: they 

'.7(,,;1"e set up on :Doles. liIany othe:r persecutions follm~!e6, th'~ 

~nnh~Dtists 'we~e to:rtured on ~he rnc~, scou~~e~, i~~:ri80~pd 

into. coffins tqo small for their bodiRS 

broken. 

i\n8.baptir.ts. 
• I 

till, thni r :ri [)8 ·'1e"(' 
2 ; 

Lindsn.;! - Ta.::to:e:! of Heforrrlation Vol. 11 P'l.(~,,,: :::';;:; 
2. l~rmj,t8.ge -Fd8tory of ~h0 fYt}}tists, PnGR {~: .. 
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f'i 1")~ ~ t;~c ~",rOl:1en ","~rt~'(lp' te' 1')~ l!11. 1"'Jir;r: '.1 ~ \t~':'; rn"'~ "'·ll nU1")r-~('1"1;': ·-.rr~i~() 

J ~ 
for 'In:,~ 

sui tc) of -:-,hese 1Dersecution~1, they net "There thr-;y r..01J.lrl. to iJ.8,'l.r 

Officers hunted them by the lir:::ht of 
I 

the moon and stArs to detect their secret plAce~ of wor8~ip,· 

rmd trngedy usu~ll:r, follm'Ved in one form or R.nother. 1:he 

ch8.r:~e a~ains t them was thn t they YlOrS:': ipped and 8.n.mj.nis tered 

baptism ,at midnjight; then came separation from home ~ child, 
, 

pqrents, and friends. FlLc;ht or banishment followed;, Rrrest, 

imprisonment, j_nquisi tors R.na. tortuY'es were only the be?,il'l:c,).:\'.Yl"r; 
I ' 

to t;he end. The v"h01e In.nn was stricken with terror and the 
c.Tles 
G:ltie-s of the tdrtur-ed were hen.J:,d cont.im::.n.J.I;.T, r>;r.llo"'8 nnrl 

2. 
!~peG8 (m tho h:L,n:h'.vnYEl wer'e hunr~ w:i.t.h c1A '1 (1 ·bor1108. 

Wy'otc 1111]),0 very Jtlr WIl.S polluted 1,I\fi tll thc-: ntench. nnd tho .!pv~Jl 

of cloG.t'l! sounded her:1.Vily from every belfr-;T. 

p:lof.lted over the cflrna.ge. This fiend invented mRny nAW mc~'n~n 

I 

of tOI'ture for the 8.m1JSement of the 801fl:L0.ry nmon0'st them tl1,1"'! , f . ; , 

screwing of iron to the ~ongue nnd burnin~ of the en~ til] it 

dropned off ana 'when the sufferer sCI'e8med they moc}{8d r-rt h5.8 

"fl' ne . . 12 ..Slne;lnr; • 

In spite of these pers eCD ti ons: they 1'1u1 t i'D14,ed per'Oetnn.ll;T. 

KeIl,Ar SRYS th::>.i:; in 1,l=i30 there WR.S 8c::treely f-l. ci ty or vi11n~E: in 

the ~'Tetherl[tnds 'where .l'mab8.ptists "rere not found. 

I 

t~e:n: and Hicronius wf'ote thn..t )',18n'1.0 IS ki c1r.:dom ?'lot onl-;- extnyvls 

in 1.c:;,g6 every fdurth inhnbit,n.n't vms :q !\nf)br1'ot:Lst. 

1J"J iv'''lo ''T8.S to 'become the fiY'st ,~),",8',t ,eXDonent of .:1,,( ",··>:i.l"i'.':"_'-'~· 
I 

I 

Jl).thc3':>n 'On..rent~we bnt:, r8.ised f"l lion18.n Cc.tholic thn t i't'-) j ~ir:h.l, 1'"'' '.,. . . ' .~ 

,;.. . AT">m:L t n.p:e 
II .. ' 

i]i~lto:r">y of 
1 ~ II 

!~h() 
If 

'; ) "1}) ':~:i s t D ., 
It 

Jl -. ," 

s,L .L",' .. 

" . 
~ j .. (). "'\' ;. 
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or execute the JIAcnr~s. 

his office and then to t8ke un nrms R.~[linst I\lV8 .• 
I 

determination td 8hake off the Spanish rmd }'nn,'ll voh') th8 p,tn~:.GS 

of Bolland mnde him Viceroy. Of all EU'rope noc 01.1ntrv '."Tn s 

more thoroughly s oRked with the blood of the SRi 11.ts th8.n Holl'1"'1.n 

under Philip 11,' Duke of Alii8. Rnd the ino.l1isition, but its 

bitter~st trial was to come in 1572 in its cont8st with the 

In ,addition, the lot of the ~nabRptints was es-

pecially hard. Cntholic ~aved R.gainst the Protestant and the 

Protestant R.p;ainlst the Catholic f-tnd both ap.:ainst the Anaba'1Jtist. 

Vl!i11Ls.m made hisl RpDe8.1 to the courts of NOl"th EUY'oDe for Air 

in roscuins HollRnd, but lar~ely in vain. ~ven after several 

victories his appeal to the we8.1 th of Holland was IDfl t viTi th 

coldness nnd frdwns. He had thrown 8.11 his own Dossession8 

into the strug~le, had sold his plate Rnd jewels, ~ortgnged his 

est8tes, 8.nO 'V'18.S! on the' ver'o;e of abandonine; the attemnt when fI. 

tri vial circl),mstance ~8.ve hi111 n8"1 c01..r:rrue;e. '0vo Door Hollann 

Anab<1.ptist preachers met hi_m R,S he was wqlkin~s DR.'"'!.J:' h:1.s hon.d 

I 

'rhoy explained tho:L:r ])1'i nc:UhJ.es nn(l he told of hir: Dur'n080:' 

and needs and Asked them to ur~e t~eir friends to contributR 

mone~T for the aqvRncement of t::18 common Christ:i.rm c.:n).S9 8.nr3. 

th8.nkp,d them he,~rtilY for 1'i!:!1f1t th8V Dro111ised to do. 

, , 

i4~ fl~s31y in privntr:> Or' :1.'1 1)lJll l.-ir., 1'1 0 1'111"0.(1 (Jr' 'i 

! 



He kept faith with the'!'i1 to -:;11.e lettel~ 

al t:rlough his finelity involved him vvith cons trtnt turmoil vlj. tr. 

his best friends. No mRn seemed to understRnd or comprehend 

t·'";'Ht he strugsJfed to estl1blis~l. not freedom of Cn:.v8.nism but 

freedom of conscience. In 1577 when the reformed preacheY's 

tried to persB.ade him to limit the liberty of the J\nnb'f.1ptists 

he replied that the time i,s past for the c1Brg;T to QSSlJJl1e, 

control over consciences, and attempt to sub;ject all men to 

t'1eir opinions. On anothel~ occRsion his renly to tli 8se 

agi t~.tors' was thn.t liTo per'secute them would ,lusti fy tho CRth-
1. 

oli.os in the persecution of the Proter·;tn.nts tl
• 11'1 1::)79 

Arti cle X111 of the Union of, utrec t dec In.-red, !lEver:! one sh" IJ 

b'3 free in the prqctise of his Y'eli[,;iol.1.s belief i-illn that no 

ono shall be held or eXR.mi,ned on f\CColmt of matters of HeJ 5.::::5.onfi 

i'Eotley 'VIr-roi tes th~l.t thifl cln.use rel8.tl·"3 to froedoi"j of conscj.r:m~e 

t',e rOlJubli.c bec:>me 8. Y'sfl.Jse for the oppressed of 1'1.11. nfttioliS 

\"Thethe~:, ,Te1:Vs or Gentlles; Cntholics, CnJ.v8.nists rind Ana'pn.ptists 

C~-,,""'i ~ tis s nko . 
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/, It is extJ:eme1y difficult to c1R.ss.ify the tr-3np.yr:-;8 of t 1-,p 

I 

AnnhrlDtists. Th08e '.'11-]0 cliffer'ed from the Luthn:rnn, 7,'"J"!.Y17.;J.".r.,,) 

'l'ho:! 

thnt thGre would of neceRsity bG i1 '"ine c'iiiTergence :i.n ·~1'8 onlr50ns 
, 

held b" them. Pe~C'haps the only tenent is which they were ap;reed 

was that of abso111te separation of church Rnd state invo1vinr; 

freedom of consci~nce. 

i11 tb8· spiY'itu:ct1 don8titution of t·"e church n.ne1 h0nce the cl.en:i.f-1.J. 

of infant spI'inlc1:tnr:. 
! 

Two vie'Ns prevniled regA.J:'dinr:s civic government, 0119 r8~;':tr'rled 

the U88 of the sWC1rd n.s R.n· !'orc'iiYlR.nce of· God outsirle of tho p'.~~-

fe c tion of Chri s t ,I ordained over t11.8 vii cked for punishl11ent n.nd 

death arid forbad 6hristians to serve RS magistrates!', a very oon-

siderab1e part ad~ocatin~ those principles of Doh resistance that 

have been profes seld hy the Frienrls 0 f 1r.t8r d8.te. 

Den0k wi.th n cODsi'clerrlblr-; folJ.o'vinr'; held t:l.n.t the flcript.l1res 
, 

direct men tb periorm thei~ ~lti8S AS citizens, thn.t chni8t~nn~ 

mRy lAwfully bear ,the sword as magis trates nnd execute. the 1nvt s 

SRve in persecutiqn of others. 

~:;'le matter of1 the mode of BI"",ptism there IIVRS consi derR.b1e 

difference, sPl'ink'11nc;, A.ffusiol1 ~mcl irmnersion being p7'nctic:;ec1 

in different parts qn~ in different periods. 

In A"l).abaptism, we have seen the pri:r.ciules of L11.~her find 

":i ·P·'3".': th8 bible to, the German people i n ~hei 1" own tonr;w~' ll.l"r: ',"1..,,":; 

fau::;]}t the Pope authority of scriptu~e Rnrl on! the 
, 

from Luthernnism f!p U!'~ht the refol1 mers on thQi~ oym P.;'~01111:"1. , .. '\: .. : 

in God, thnl\. thc-::: C'qtho11c chur'ch encou1~:l.gec1 or even neJ'1~,-':t;t8f.. 

love th;,r neishbor to 15.tt.J.c 10ft. fl8 , 



: 

- ~z.,'7 - .1'I.~'J.f1'lnptj8ts to :P0-di~coveY> t~lCl f'lct '-:'rnt !.'al~.r~:i.on rmr·t ':-'C-'l.".t; (,I' 

< , 
\,/ 

, 
t~A 30cif11, nolitt0 n l, 8.n~ eco~o~icnJ. ~8Jnt:ion~hi~~ of l~fe. 

and 88.':'i- .th8.t to re-'introduce it me,qnt more thAn 8.modific~ltion ' , . 

of doctrine 8:nd chance of ceremonies. 
I 

r8.n.1(, recognition of the di;:;nj.ty of 18.bor, 1ivin~ of the s';."'nle 
I 

life: voll1nt8.ry sh~rinr; of possessions 1.'lith the poo},,' :"'.nd f'l. frflt-

ernnl sDirit perv8.dinrs all property rights as in e8.r17,T times • 

• 1 

Conditions that eX~Jjsted l~lere so o'Jposed to the J11in.r'l of Christ th8.t 

no comDro~ise was possible. 
. I 

Could these groups ,have T'in.de them-

selves heard the R~formation wouln, hmre been a different move:nent 

8.nd three centuriesl of blood shed and martyrdom wQuId hRve been 

unneceSS8.ry·, but Ar:labap-tists were silenced, trampled UpOi1 rmn .. 

ci\ril~,Zr:'l.ti on set b,qjcJe, th-ree hU!1oreo ':'TAf1.rs 0 A modern historian 
1. 

SlJITtS it 'J-p' as follqws, tlOne is tempted to sum it; 8.11 11.:0 h;r 8:l.:ri",-:; 

that the chief difference between Anabaptists Rnd I~thernnR of 
I 

the sixteenth century is that the fOl"mer failed where the 1l1tter 

succeeded, and as 9., price of success the Lutherans were comp01Icd 

to den-;r t.heir ea1"li!er revoll,tionary teachings and bec 01-:10 the qU:i.8t. 

and de corous party ,of Inw and order. 

;> Th8 /\n8.bnptistls hR.ve been chnrr;ed wi th thp. rep,pol1r:ihtl-i tl'.ps 

of the PeqSRnts Re~olt. 
? • 

That the chqrge is u'l.f::1.i 1:"'. JiRS been pY'oven 

by m.odern histori~n8 of this period. 

the fifteenth century socinJ. U'prisi 11gS ;::rere freouent f-m~ ~.11 m01:"8 

or les8 i111preg;natedi ';vi th CrlJ.oe Y'oJ.ir:iou8 beJ5e£'s. ~he reforT!} 

s n t j 0;1 f: ... 

I 

'CJ:rei'r :Lnfll1("nce n"ltIJP~!ll;r W.'18 on r.h8 ;,:;'! .. : <if: " < 

tln(] thePG :i..s 80m h 

:. ~ } 

:.' .'.' 

EistoY>v of thp,fieformf".t.:i.ol1: '10. }.l, pr,r-,-' 
I • • 
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T"l <:> '''1','< ,Ro"~ -J.' f' Rue"'" '" cln '" C" 11,'1":; (1"00c1 
) ~ "0 " U) I .... ~ " .~ , .. ... • ,\. l t ~, .' rOfl.snn to re\rol t. :L ", 

If. 
, 

':'forRd .'1S nD ex.'lmple of ,!1ha t would h r-t1JDen tf(\nabRpti!': t 1)1"i n.ci u1P.s 

;'~rp.re ""11o"lRrl to he worked .out to th0i"'" loc;ir.nJ_, conr.11185:ons. Hence . 
'1"h P. rA Co-

I 

th:lt. W~8de poss.ible the oDnre:'1sion of 'r,he vvorlcinl3 C18Sf18S. 

~Y'i~din~ opnresRion hAS become intolernb1e Rnd bofore T~therrc 

en:nn8ip:1tlon of 'the down trodJ~en. 

con~inced the peop~e that thA tre~tmont they were receiving Wfl.~ 

un5u~t nnd unchri8ttnn. 

pe::t.8.'-nt u-orieinr; h?.d not ld.JJed the sl'::J.:0ds of r'liscontent. In 

ad~ition to this t;~ere wns emphnsiAed the Chtlinsti8 doctri.n0 

the utterR.nce S 0 f Hut, l~i nck Hofmo.nn nnd i''intt11Ys. 
I 

ing persecution of t~e ~n8p8pti8ts anrJ the utter hbpelessness 6f 
. 

thai;-> cn.use from R humnn Doint of viAv,,r put thp. l.JeoD1A i ~ 811Ch n 

w~o clnimed to be ~iuinely inspired. 

cl'limed :+;11.18 in."lfJi 1"'ltion 0,.n0. the pooDle be17_8vec1 ,";.!l.ci. 

£>0 ~ ., ()"T~ ..:.. ..L . '_ ~.' I • I...\. 'II 

'movem8nt. 
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CllCl)~Ol'-- V .. 
1. 1. :::oJ.ol"n hi8torion in :m:·t:'1inC up tl:.o fllliu.cr:,cr:t. ,1 C.iS'forcr.ccG 

:CGfOl"::: the olu. church b~7' the Ej.ble; the Radic;,;.ls a.ttoC11?tod to build 

~ ~0~ ch~rch froo the Diblo. T~e for~er maintained t~o historic 

C J:nt ini:d t.7 ,the lc.tter wont d.i:re c tly to the anost olic 8.38 ana. 

i.;nol"sQl:£_G interveninG centuJ~ies as an .apostasy. The reforners 

fOllr:.ded a LJopular stivte church includin3' all citizens 'V7it:l their 

f~"1ilies; Ana.bz.ptists organized on the voluntaryprinpiple se.lecJc 

co:::c,1'8(;o.tior-s of bawtized be1ievers s9.:parated from the .worle. a:1d 

from the statal'l. Tlp,e Radic8.1s ms..de use of the right of protest 

a(;'ai:r:st Luther end Zwingli which the Reformers so effectively 

exercised aguinst ]lopery. ThE;,}'" charged the RefoT111ers· with in-

I consistency t 8Jld semi-popery. They denounced the state church as 

IWOrldlY and corrupt ~d itSs ministers as mercenaries. They 

were cilG.r2'ed in tD.rn vvi tll pharisaical pride, with revolutionary 

and sociali stic tenCLencie s. T1:wy were cruelly persecut ed by 

ilnprisorllYlent, exile t torture, fire and sword I <J.lld almost t ot811y 

suppresseC;. in protes;taut as \7s11 as Roman Catholic cOtlntries .. 

The age iii',a,B not ripe for unlimited religious, freedom and con-

gregational self governrr:ent.. 

The difficnl);y of a sci.entific classification of Anaba.ptists 

and Anabaptist views has 

1 Schaff - Ch1.J.rch Itistory Vo~ .. vll. Pace 71 .. 

8lrss.dy besn pointed ant. This great clivG:::osity of vie7,'s, GS]!8c18,11y 

8.t t~co ec.rlier d.ate 9 1TI<:1S dCle' i:n };:'<:.rt to the survival of 1:1sdiasv8.1 

modes of thought with which individucl la~ders were influ~ncBd Gnd 

tLey 7J'Otllct be by the revolutionary spirit of the tiJ:1:1es~ ,j'or (~:;:;:,.r:,-~l() 
cl:il i s. z ".:.:,~ G 

t:::le l::cae::s ',yho live under the influence of mecli&'8v<:-l :z:::::":::;;i::z.:::::~£"±r;' 

as the initic.tor~T 'rite ir..to tilG churches of 



-37- net :::':cil TIher. 0:')"~0rtunit~~ cc:me,to fom:d c1':'J.rcllOs <::!.ccordins 

C';;J:. i:).0::':'8/ c..::lG.. to ir:.culc~~te ir:. ttcir doctril:9 81J.Q 1'r:..;.ctic9 the l22.din2; 

fe,· .. t':.r,Cls of th0ir, ec..rli0r ba1iefs" The G ..... niS is true of thoselp,g.,ders 
I 

rc..isGi, ill t1:.e atrn~s:phGre of 8,v2.llc;elic2.l m~lsticism ,on the one hand; 

z.r.cl thG r:a.nthe$stic modes of thOl\3'ht of the Ee.::;hc.....rds/ .::lIld the 

Er3tl-:ern of the F:roe S}?irit on the other" ~hc> i:..ncbaptists too 

diS:f,l2kysd a stronJ- individucl,ity which makes it increasingly 

hard to cL .• ssify their tenets: in a body, of doctrine Yvhich cw 
I 

be held to eIQresS the system of belief that l&y at the basis of 
, 1. 

the 0hole movement. Bulline8r wentions thirte~n sects withinoths 
I 

':"nD.c[;.lltist ci11c1e. Franck IJ.Cites all the sects mentioned pi 

Bullin;rer bllt refrains from B~ny class$fication. n There are t Vl he 
U I. ... 

sc:.ys 71 more sects ~d, opinions which 'I do not l.""now and C2illD.ot describe 

bLlt it appears to 'me that there are not two to be found who aC;ree 

with each othSr on 9~1 points"" 

l~ Lindsay! Reformation Vol .. ll. Pag6 437. 

The first and chief aim of the Radicc.ls \va,s not, as ofte:q 

st&ted, op~ositiqn to infant baptism and still less to s]rinkl

iI:3' &.nd. pourinG', ~for the Roman Ca.tholic Church provided for 

imme:csion end podrinr; as 8qu,ally valid. The early Anc:bcptist8, 

baptiiiSed by s]?rinkling ond pouring as well. Bla:tIrock baptised.. 
" 

by s}?rinkling ~ Manz 'by pourin2;4> The first clear ccse. of immers-
1. 

ion arnon8: the S~yjlss Anabaptists is that of lIolfg811g Ulim:m. He 

was conIT8k'ted by Gteoel on a jOt1rney to Schaffhausen.und !lot 

satisfied wlilt.h b€1il1g ll s :prinkled. out of G:. diSh, V/8,.S clra\'ln u.,nd.ol~ 

and. covered over in the Rhill.e l
: On Palm Sl1nd::..y !:.]!ril ninth 1025 9 

G~(i.)bel baptized 'a large nt1l1J.Der in tIle Sitter 9 a river:::;. fo.v :lilo3 

t::-~'S C:lG t c.blishment of 3. cht1rch base d on the supreme autl10ri u~" 

l"lot o~ly to18r~t~on but absolute freedom of worshir ~~cord.ir~ to 
A cl.~/,.)~.c,,;.,"1 ~',,110C.¢ /)'tfc .... il>er.5,t,te ... e c-o,<lsc.;Oi!J$ . 

the d.ictates of donsc~ense;.of c definite roli?ious ex;srio~cG 
kl, ~ , -. 

:.::. O::::IJo:.::.t:i.on to:.s:. r:c:i:;.:od. cnu.reb of tIle i70rldo T'lle ~~n:"~:~;::'IJtist[: 
I 

-:-:.-:.. .. ~ "' •. ·.~l: ~,<'""!,+:;~'1:;",ir._:.'L:' .. -r":+ l'" t:"'::.-,--"" -""i .. '-~i o~ ·r.:- .. ..."O\-" nor iT tl J. .' - \. ~_~..,...r... ___ -. .r~v .. '.7>\.";,l,(" .... _L~u_· J.. ... • LJ.. I.d lw )er~, -11E',Y ··:~·~:'nc~:~ ,-. 

~]~. 0 " ~ ~-;-::;..~ ::' C :1; ~ 18 
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-58- S<::..therGd in an t.pper room. sold their zaods una. hc::.d 0..11 

con:n:on. 

t}lin:~G 
o 

1. Sc11off. Iloclornl Christi<:.r:.ity Vol~Vll. Ea3'9 79 

+-1-

T:ho 1..no.baptists r'3sted their case uPOJ::. the eLl.thority 0:: Scrir:ture/ 
I . 

but :this is e.xc:ptly the basis upon which Lnther eno. Z7iinc-li, 

both of '\7hom repudiating tradition and all hLlr:n,-~:::1 o.uthori ty illucle 
i 

the Bible the 0111.1 rule of faith and practice ancl'o..imed c.t tl18 

restora.tion of JI.postolic 6hristicnity • Soon men Vlho h.s.d re-

ceive& a person$l religious experience came to see the inconsist-

ency of the state church insti tll ted by both Luther Clnd Z;vingli.,. 

wherein both the converted end unconverted mingled tOGether ~nd 

partook of the S::craments. They longed for a church of the r~-

3enera.te Zi~EBX where brethern and sisters in Christ could 
/ . 

associate together in true christian love. Already, at least 
. . 

a dozen editions of the Eil)le had appeared J8.Ild Visrs ,i,n. the hEmds 
, 

of the peoplB, but Luther soon recognized the fact thut if tho 

H.eform.&,tion was' to st1.cceed the Germc..n people must not onl~T }lC~ve 

the Bible in thipir own tone;ue but written so that the humblest 

could l.lnderstan!i_ If It was his ena.Ela.vorllhe suid,l1to iildke the 

:Prophets 51 eGJr: GermanI!. In a short time the i3i b10 1,",'8.3 as free 

and orn3n to the, poorest citizen as to tho C1erC;'y~ ~he :;3'eneral 

diffusion of liGht, the rise of the prin-l:iine; press, the con-

ditions of popular 1ea.rnin3'.Iand Lutherrs teachin0 all prepared 

the 'people for ~he Bible, and they learned to look 

Lindsay- Reform~tion Vol.L. Pale 150. 

upon it as the one infallible al1.thori t.S! i:::1 matters of religion-;-
, 

t.,."'1 ".J,... ., I. h an au-"n.or~ LJy w .. '1~.c 
I 

,/ 

each ana could consult for himsel~o Luther 

loved to call hti..mselflT D. Doci; or of'd,e S orilltu:ce", and as ti~;,O 

~pnt on t"ne ~cr~ntll~n ~~~111n~d ~re~:'o~ l'rrr'o~t~I~ce l'~ ~ll'" e~Q' '~ . ..:.: 0 :~- "'_ 0 c;.4.o_ ~... \:;1 _ c c.;.~ v'.' _ . _ e,.... l' .u J. .:) " ....:" to , 

e:x:perience led him and his enemies drove him. lU1til he hod :":0 

recourse ano. no' de::ence Dilt the scriIltnres. In his debate '.7i ::~; 

::= ok at Leipziz he (1afini t ely took his s t :::A.nd on the .~-! o::cd of ,:: .. )( '-~s 

the final all.thofrity, superior to "oct}!. popes c.nd cCtl.:L:.cils. .i',:: 

m8..cte the iss17.sbet·\7sen the 8.1..lthori t~T of scrirtuTe :....:::i ti:tG c .. :' 

, 

Le.ter (1622) inl wor}:in3' ont his i(:0<':8 of roforn.; :L~lt:C.::L" ,:~(:;(lll"<, 

the princilile ott' retainin.;: wh".tA.VA1" nx-;:,ctic""p.: ·t1,('\ ·:·:·· .. ·~r.~I-t···'-.··· '.... ... - .......... ",~.,_ J.~~ ...... 1.l • .J..l."" i._ . ~ 
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l:::~~!:t ~r.;.r::tism W-.I:Q.. to institute 0. stc.ts church. :2hc: L:::o.bc.};tists 

[;.ccaptod. c:J.ly \ltc.t ':n:.s enj Oi::J.ed~r:. §cripture. Tho.'l prot'Jstod c..r:d 
I 

o.sc:'l;..red th~t the scriptures did not teach Infwt Bo.rtism,s..:c.c, , 

d.:'ri te8..0h cOrrlplet;e separation of church end sic...te t and that t118 

mer::bership sholl.1d. ,be C0l'l11')osed. of the regener8.te only. This '.":[,,3 

7lant to 
root the ltind of a church that Luther ws.nted. II f/hera theYf\?;o I Dm 

r:.ot dis]?osed to fol1ow Tl
, he said,11 God Save me from a church 

in ':7hich .....re none bLl-C the holy lT
• Then followed the hi tterest 

condemnation upon the .Anabaptists because the,V stood by the 
.' 

8.uthori ty of s cri;ptL1Fe while Lutr!er fop the sc:..ke of :poli cy, p,e ace t 

c.::ld. the units of }rote s t<m. ts/ v!i tt. the adde d advanta2;e ,of, the 

influence and protection of the Princes/departed from the teach-

in?; 0:: the TJord. Tilis is one of the most vi,tal po:tnts in con-

::13ction vvi th the Reformation showing where the Redic&ls broke VIi th 

Luther on the :pri;nciple of absolute obedience to God T sWord. 

Lutter evidently conldnot conceive' of 8. church spcrt from the 

author.s.ti ve h6.nd ofths Princes., 1. ZwiU51i in his interpret~t-

ion of Scripture adopted the opposite principle to Luther,T to 

reject in doctrine and practice whstS'\TGr the scrirtlJres do Lot 

enjoin T
• ihis rrinci~le he made vsry prominent in the discussion 

which he held with the old church p.s.rty in 1523 knoym as the fi:rst 

Zurich discussion. He won the debcte siml')l.v hy insistinc3'tl'lc,t 

Faber g8.ve book, chc:pter ana. verse 7Jherein the invocation s..r..CL 

inter·e-essio::J. of Co.ints ·n.re tauGht. In 1525 only two ~Tears l::::..t,~r 

the first discussion bet",7een the reformed party and, tl:e Rsdicc..l.8 
! 

too};: ;place on t118 ClUElstion of Infc...nt BC1')tijtsn. In tl::.e earlier 

eo.. in the Pirst JDisputx.,tation in 1523 he writes", 11 [1.1 thO\l:-3''[~ .L ~:l:'-Y,7 

as the 

..,..1- BlJ.rrD.e-8- The ,lln@.bc..pt.ists in Sv'litzerluDcl- 1)<''1.(::e 51 .. 

12- ,J SOlLS O!J.- ',7,'li V'I.."l l" Tl n ""r; 9L1 r;,' ..... v .l.';";'u- .. ..J,. v..w -..J (..) .1~.Q A 

.. ,', \ \ , 

tl:e .earliest times, still it '8[,,8 not so univers~l D. CG~:;to:; ~ .~; 

it is nm'!, bLlt the COl::r.10I1 ':l·~.ctice ';-10.8 :s.s soon 2:.8 tl'''.\.~ u:Cl'2,'y", 

at the of reason to forD tlG~ into 



-40- rlcnteci in their h8[~rts/c.r...u. the,; hc..c1. COnfG!388d. the 8CIr,8 71ith t}:8i± 

!;'10Uth ,'c:r~er.. tile,? Wf3re baDtizeli. I could. i7ish th.::..,t tLis custom 

of 2ivin~ instruction TIere revived. toci~~. HubmaiGr ~~G others 
"- I"",) ! 

pressed him to aC~Gpt the clec..r stc..tsmsnt of scripture. z·., l' "r =" 1 .L~ . ., ........ :...-- , 

hO',7GVer recl.ized tl:c.t if the rteforr1c.tiol1 ',7c..8 to succeeu. he 1:111S'0 

hfwe the surrort pf the couneil. To b~ve & charch of th9 re.,:~8n-

erste only cmd to: d.eny Infc:.nt B.s.:ptism ".78,8 to <1s1r. I.1c.n~'t in the council 

to unchLlrch thems~lves. This they could hcrdly be expe'cted to d0.J 

and Z',vint;li to S't,::J.n ~he sUJ!J?ort of the council was comrelled to 

t81:,:e his stand a.:-cinst t.r:: e Radical part~T. -1- Bullinter an eye 
I 

of tile dikcLlssion says thB.t the opponents· of in: a.nt 
I 

baptism ms.intained th.s.t infants c<:n neither exercise fel th} nor 

understand. 'Tihat baptism si<?;nlfies; tnat bc.:ptisrn is to be ad.-

l ministered to be1fevers, only" to those .to w'hom the Gospel hc::;.s 

a1re8.dy been pre albh(:J d, v/ho comprehend their desire t,o be bUIJtized 

. and hencefo:cth 

-1-:- BurrG.Ge- The ..::~nalbaJ?tists ·in SYlitzerland. Page 96. 

-1-

to 'l7:llk in newness of life. SU.cb. is the teaching of the GlbS)312 

and thE! Acts of tie Apostfles. Zwi::J..;:li replied by ,st.:...tinz th:...t 

oc'IJtism takes the: plo,ce S'f circumcision, ano. of rer,eE...tin2' Cor.7-::"·a, 

whore Paul sped:s, of the chilrlren of christic.TIs bein;; j)ure· 

Blauroe}:: dec1ured' that Z\vinzli did violence to tho ScriIlture L;.:tlcL 
I 

falsified them rno:l:o than the ]101')8, &nd he offered to mu2:e Good his 

state~ents before the council. '7' l' l 1 f ,-~wln: l S ;rep y urUlsnes the 

best rSS.con fOl~ his opposition to the views of. the .:..nc.bo.})tists4 

1:::8 prS88GS the obj8c Jcion th,s.t the .4:~nD..b[~:ptists are'sch5.smatic; 

and. that their cotiLr89 ,;:i11 rGsult in. the d.ivision of tlle Ci-,~lrc::, c,no. 
I 

the destruction of the st~ndin~ order. To ~hich theF replisd 

ri,::;:;~:t to divicL8 froe. l~im as he -. ,a 

:p 0:P8 • 

Hllbmaie·r in 
I 

&n a4dress bAfore the Zurich council, 

,cleel::".l"3d llTh8..t in, <:.:.11 dlsplltes concernin£,' faith f.::.nd rcli~:io:~~", 

the 8crirtLll'8s o.l<Dne :proe0ecU.'lJ.~' frort the mOlltb. 0:: God, ocrC'!:: . 

bG our lev8l 2..:r...d Jl'ul0, for the Lore!. him8,glf h<:"8 lmt tl, ::t JL1..t. " 
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I 

-1- 7" e Qd..er- 3c:.l tho.s~'.r Eub;::lz.:.ier. i £.el') ;)9. 
! 

e~id9ntly wic~ed~ they rre~s8d upo~ such ~h8 scriDtur~St ~~ the 
, 

.-, "' .• ~ "'" ~ T' "'on '~l~G 
" ... -4,. :""..u.<''':'J :_.~ \.:'j ~~... .J~ victors' • For the Scripture is 'C1:1G 

I 

z.::::d is Co true ls..rn.tern by vlh088 liGht 0.11 Lhe fie tiore; of the 

hU)'l'!ar: r..:ind. r.wy be discovered_} aJ.1d all darkness be disl')elled.. 
, . ~, 

Tr.e ~:lord. of God is Eternci [,no.. Immortal, •. Once for all 

Hubm8.ier h8.s ta1:~L his stand on the principle that for him the 

voice of ecriptu~e is the only voice of a~thority) e.nd cqn± 

sequently the oniy voice he will obey. 

~be doctr~ne of absolute liberty of conscience was 

another flindar-2ental teL?t of the .. ;l.n;::..baptists Ylhicll WG,S adher~:.G. 
I 

to by pr.:::.cticallft all s.l?cts. Libert2T of conscience ·\~;8.S a rril1-

, 

that [LaminG-ted the Re:u.aissance. c:.:,nc.l later the ?rotestant 
. I 

Revolution, whos~ leaders repudiated the theology of the school~ 

anc1.the autho.ri t~ of the ~al')acy and insisted on arrivinG &t 
I I 

the ir ovm c oncluSiol1s I :Like Uleir forerunners the ,/fc.l d.o)::(sians, 
I 

the ~n~baDtists believed th&t truth should be dili£ently ..... i ' ....... 
I 

s8C:.rch9d for with the use of all the I)O'.'iers of the sou.l, snd of 

all the objective means available, and tl1o.t e<:..c11 individual 
I 

shourd be 'free td communic2..ts to oth8re the results of his re-

s88.rchss. Thezr j,2serted the riGht of 8.:1ch beli'2iTer by the u.se 
I 

f' t " .J 0_ thr:~. me c..ns ll& y God had 21acad within his reo.ch, to deter1.i:iTl~ 

for himself, V;llE..-O he shon1d beli'3vo ,hOVI h8 s1Jou.1d ,7orshir'l L..2::5 

h07j h,:, . sho1.1lo_ 11'1'.719. LLltbeT 2.nc1. :"i!ini3.'li Clo.tl~led the S:':::1;;'3 fr('Be"l;1' 

i 

ree::; J .u ...... J sons d~:ffored. fl'Ol:: t·jlf:'!in in rOinJcs of' cloc:t:cino 

folic? t:bc.7 71SrG ,not r:<.:.ci.~T to 2;'r<:.nt it to all. J:21:o~~ V:'3r3 lv~ 
I 

')., IT t r.:o*'-n '" -r - ',>' eon t ,....,.,1 ~ 00·0" (l" i { . .; 0" '" t1,..·. r,.+.. ,'r 0 S n tor '.~' C~.·.(.~ ,'l'.~ .. ' -u'->: () "i1.-~ '.1 ••. "._.~~ i,_ ,-.: IJ,j ""'-' • .1:'';;- v.~_ ~" C',~t.L ., i-' _ .... L. .JO::;' J. ~ - -', _ -. - --'-' ~ ---- .-_ 

I 

O -"I G ,.~ • -,.,., - '" -I ~ " "I . .l..! .'J a..w.u v ...... _. i :.; 

I 
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i 0::81" 

7:ould b: La :::::.eecl to study I bu.t he th:;~t oonlc:. Get ~r..0ti·18T i::.:..to ;li3 

:p0'apr c01,'.ld burr.. l1iru T!.. In h:~s B21bylollicn CaptiYit;~T he -;note I! I 

crs 8loucl on oe1" ... 4£ of liberty of conscienceJ and.. Irocl<J.im .'i7ith 

confiG.cYlce that no kind of l[l.","i' ca:c. vdth justice be imposed on 

'l'iheither by men or by ":inc;els, except so fu.r as they 

themselves will; ;Ear we are free from D-lltl .. ..:it the time .of the 

, 

±hiT6'x.t.h~Tl';'SII It ~ee that. our J.?rince d.oes not' imbrue his hand.s 

in the blvod. of tlhose ns'.v .Pro}?hets from Zvdckau".. llReresyl: t 48 
, 

WT()te later It is la SDiritu8l. thin,5, thut CUrl. be cU,t clown by LO 

sword, bUl~ned wiJGh no fire g d.roifvned, with no victerll '" Vedd.er 

thil'lks it doubtful if Luther realizeo.· the sweeping charactel' of' SUC~l 

cleclar&tions und: their logical d.eductions.· ;'/hen oppoal tioD came 

Luther found. that he was not will in"?' to toler~te tfi.A other rJ.::.n. 
~ . 

-1- Vedder -

JiG did not approve of "bloodShed/but he vlould trs.:1t cll disturbees 

2-8 1:8 treated C8.tlsta.clt; th(~~r snonld be banisl-;ed fror.:: the pIc.es 
! . 

~hGre they were ~ disturbin3 element. Soon we find that Luther 

bsi:. 2.n 6..en~rir.6 tllG ri3ht of an~! to reject the teaching of sc:r-i;,.;. 

tur8) by which he meant his .orm interpretation of scrir. tU.rs, erC. 

view with the tiruth, until he I\r[..cticG.ll~7 cl&.i'wed infa11ibi1itS' 

for himself, a:J.d rega:ccled. ;,11 his enet'ies cs of Il8cessi ty t}:e 
1 .. 

e.newies of God .. :IlSi:o.ce I em sure of i t lV
, he writes, I shc.ll t};.1~on2~·L 

jud:8 of ~ngB18 as St Paul B~YS (Ocl.J-S )? 
I 

S.O tL.::t 116 who cioes not '3mtrace In.! doctrir..e cc.nnot "08 Sc:;.,vo{. 

O~D; tberefore th3 

is God's D.nd. not nine II 0 

in SOLl!J3 CC.SGS .. 
I 

, 

tilorm'orci, mL1.rdt£'rer2 v;i th tho I'ope, <.:.n0: t01'3iJi CG '::it'; £:1.1';:;, 
I 
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i 

~hor9fcre do ~e not ~~ch OUY 
i 

"IT -:) ~ 1i . edo..cr- .... 8Iormau. on - .:..: o..:;e 
I 

l~lood." • 

Z95 

S.1:~;J.2: ;:i!:: see the L::..:.c.uu.11~r cli . .s.n2'i!~g; of LutJ18r's iclo:':'3 
I 

freedom ::.8 1:9 C-.;.ffi8 to look l::.pon himself as God f s mOllthriece .. 
I , 

:3ventusJ.ly the I'tinees were .::;i vs:c. the J?ower to de cl~re 'lIhs.t 

religion ShOLlld. 1]e proJ.)o(;at:ed "w"litllin their principDli ties. The 
" 
I 

..lnsbC:.Qtists tooJt their st&.nd. on tlle s.;::.me ]?rinciple as Luther in, 
I 

::Clis fi:3,'[ .. t c..e 8inst Rome tana. rnaint.s.ined it in tl1e ffwe of bitterest' 
I 

perSeCll"::;ion clai~in6 libert.y of conscience for themse~ves.> 8lJ.o. 

grantin.:; it to ~l The only probuble excoption beinG the 

l\~unster 8111S0o.9 .. : 

J);iick in wri tine to Oecolarnpao.ius concernin2: S'~I'-

aratian c.n.d sects in A±ticle six says II Those I'lho wc.lk in the 
I 
I 

footsteps of Chr~st I re:oice. in ,s,nd love, wherev8!=' I find them, 

but of those who;will not heur me find yet will not keep silent 

I cannot ha.ve mu~h fellowsh:Lp, ,£'OJi: I do not discover in SllC}';. tl-:..e 

mind of Christ, ~ut a perverted mind, which will force me to 

o.b8.ndon oy faith! and. compeD me to adopt its 07Jn. whet118r it be 

riz;'ht or yvron£~. i lPol£' it' shoul6. be known thz.t in mattsl's of fs.i th 

8veri7thin,~ should 1)8 free, volunt&ry and. "i:i thout c Ol11lmls ion. 
~ ~ I 

Therefore I sep8.rute myself from some, not t:-llut I re2'Gl~el mY33.1f 

bette:c or more r~8'hteous thD.n the.y, but even if I ".vere lackin,;:' 

i:r:. m.s.t1,Y thi:c.i;S thc:.t I rni.;'3'tt seek freely o.nduJihir.d.81'scl the "costl;y-
I 

havin,s" founel it mas hal a. it at pe£~ce 7{i U\ ravel'S ms.,n ir: 
I 

so fer as it is ~oGsible for me" .. 

-2- Eubmaier6 trcc:.ct 17:ritte:n. at Sc1:o.ffh&llSen in 1524 or ... , lieretics 

c:.nd therir Enrners 
! 

"', ~ consti tlltes ona of the most t;!.-.L01~OU0h ~0 i 11 ~!' 
~ -

Dle~s for lib0rt~ of, conscience that the cBB rrodu~odl UG ~sll us 
I 

the aarliest plG~ that has come down to us for complete 

of conscience9 ~is arzuments ere built entirely on tho'surs ~(ri 

of 3Cl~ipttJ_re. 
i 

m~:ln0e "r~O ~~r'pt~c~ ...... ,u: '..10,' '- ...... J.,L_ .. ,' .J,.. u 

rr1" :0.. "I t:" ..1.l1e i '31[1 lias _,.1.18 

~':ho 1")orv8l'sely stX'ii.lO 

s}-;c..l t not Sl.U'cl.j"! d.iel!. TLo88 also [;,1"2 r.sl'etics 71h6 O;j::;cu:,:,) 
I 

Scripture; 

-1- Eur""'~"'~ , - ..... C,0"'- The 



-2- .c';e·,7l!:3.r;.- Chnl"ch iiistor,r. Vol.11. J..c..':'G 1'7~. 

Ved.Q'2r- 3s.lthc.sar !Eutrr:s.icr 1[;..2:82? 

Heretics i~rG 

to "'.::c ir:2tn:.ctic::.. If i::2:CE: ~ic;:: ·.-;ill :::.ot 
o 

yield to ~0rdE of poucr or 8v~~:olic~~ Co~ci~8r~tio~2 t~~~ are to b~ 

left to tlJ.oir om: cor.r.b:..r.[;..tior:. 

~ill either conver~ t~eD or h~rd.en them so th~t the blind IG~~in~ 

the blind batt. the; i perverted. ar:.d. the perverter sholl be led to ruin. 
I 

So Christ meant '.7h$L he said n Let both gro'I'! together' until the 

hUV8st rT 0 The greatest a.rch-hEll'etics are those who a3'&inst Christ's 
I 

tec.chinG G.:'1d. eZ[;"nJ.ple conaeam heretics to the flames", anCl before t2le 
I 

tin:6 of tile harvest destroy wheat and teres togstber. Christ dici 

not cams to butchei. to murder, to burn, but that me::c m&y hs.:ve life 
I 

l3.:ca that more aban 4aht1Y0 Evelry christian has a. sword a3ainst tl'le 
I 

godless, that is, "!the Word of God, but not a sword a::,8inst evil·doers. 

The civil 1,m7er I 

h8.~ a right to execute evil doers, but the GocUess, 

God alone s.holl punish. lie ends his trc::.ct vlith these words TT r071 
I 

it is manifest to Jveryone. even to the b15.nd that the 10.'.7 for tre 
• I 

burniniS of heretics was devised b,Y the devil. The' truth 'is immortal 'l " 

Tho Doctrine of Passive Resistance was held by clmost 'c.ll the 

cc,rliGl', }~ll:abc::.1?tist~ but in SL1C:l1 a variet~r of' 'Nays t.b8,t fo me:rsly ,:::;or,-

orc::.l st£'.tenlent C;i\f88 a mislsc,clinc; idea.. The G::..rlis.r Anaba]?tists 

beli8ved that it W4S unchristian to retllrn evil for evil and thc.t 

they should take t:q.8 rers8cutions that came to them without attelT.'pt-

i:2': to retcliato.. IliGns J),.0nck pushed the theory so far th.::t ho 1:>3-
I 

lieved no real chr:ilstian could. either be 0. haeistr<:te . or D. soldie1'. 
I • 

1:.. small b<:.lud of i:..naba]?tlsts to whoL'l one of the Counts of Licbte:l-

stein had Biven sh~ltGr at k~cholsburg, told their J?ro~actor. t~2~ 

thoy utterl,:! 6..isa})l)rovea 0 f his thrs8.tenin:s the Lustri2.:::' CO:Tlmiss::"o:'l 

Ag.s.;in there were d:ert~in i:.no,b;;;'J)tists who rejected thecGnet of ~.:;~-:'.-" 

resist<1nce to this jextent at least, that the godly mi;~'l:t lIse 
I 

the une;odl~T. In other words there Vlas 8l','/,>;;8 ::, 
I 

chili&.8tic 
I 

of imall5.ptists 71110 believed t}u.;.t the l:L:,":C1.0C'., 
I ~ 

:cot only ~;-.;itL ObS811vz.tion but by yiolence .. 

ha,d b08ncc.ptized qy Denck in tJ.;'8 sprinG of 1526, ·;72.G ::;; .. l"'od.i:~".~' 
I 

I 

.-"Jr." 
v· 

s81f as such .. _ -' ,., ..... v 'v • ,_ dC'S of t;r.A lorC:. "'~':' P.t :t.cr'.~. He lJ!,rOC.l-r . .J..··l~l~A +.',~.~ ... I.+ t~,~ 
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nsar. To the Saints he annollnced. that their miGsion -:'-/8.S tlJO-t of 
I . 

thG chosen people. The time of the psrseclltion of the SLi~tB TIUS 
.. 

n8arl,y, c:t an end; the; -ViVO edj'8d s';70rd of God's v9ni::;euncEI r/ollld soor. 
I 

be put in their hands r It ~7C.S a curious fec:tllro of tr.s tee.chin: of these 
I 

thct while they deniod the ri~ht of tho G~ord 

to ma2'istl'O,tes, anct d.enou!l.ced all war as cr.rnc::J., tts;j believed. "LI:.6,t 
! 

when Ohrist should 'be~in his millenni<:D. reiGn it ';iould be not m8rel,7 the 
I 

l'ib'.(,t" but the duty of Ihis, subjects to take u::p the s-t.'ord &nd put the 

un2;odly to slau2'hter .. : At Kicholsbutg he joined forces with Jacob 
I 
I 

. 7Jideman Y7ho made the qardihal princillle of the Gospel, community of 

goods. ~idem8n had t4ught an extreme form of non-resistGnce, insis~

ing that christians a~e forbidden, to use the sworcl in s.elf-d.efence 
I 

or as magistra tes/and. :farther ths,t christians ought not to "[Jay taz8s. 
I 

since these were used'ifor the SUJ.JP01~t of gQvernments I and. i:;:t.e waging 
i 

of '!lar. He and. his, fqlloVlers called taxes 11 blood monayH. In spite 

of these d;i.vsrgent vj_e~ls, Hut and V!idst::l&n Speedil.)! jOineci forces, the 

la tte.l" and his ad11erenits fir:a.inZ little difficLll ty ir:. dr11ftiI:..g Hut r s 

doctl"ine of the Sl70rd.8.S e:,:clusive rieht of the Saints ~ Hubmo.ier, by 

-:;-lhom they four:d. thems 811 ves confronts d
J 

'.l:c...,s too v:ise and. too ".7911 vers 3 d 

in tbe scri:-ptures to O!6 carried a:vcy by this fanaticism. he he-d. :c.e"',,'?:r 

t&Ulht the 8xttemG d.ocitrinG of non-resistc.nce, nor that christim:£ 

might not be hla:istrstes. The res~lt of the controversy w~s e schism 

in the 'ranks of the J...l1;abaptists c.t Hicholsbutg/bllt not until after 

Hubmaier 1 s. 0.ez;,th. Thai immediate :resul t was the cOnl}?osition .::no. 2rint-

in6' of the treatise 11 On the Eh7or1iiY, by Hubmaier in v!hic~l he set fo::cth 

his idee-s on civil gov~::cnment wi tl: the utmost clearness, fG.lness 2.:::c:. 

frankness .. 

christicn in it is tone:, he puts himself 
, 

I 

the old eVci,n€'slical brotherhood. 021(1 V".'ith the (;rs2..t m~jor:Lt.)" of I'ib 
~ I 

"::'nL.b&ptict ..l. .. oontemporaciGs. His ll1d,zil.1Gnt is basC'c1 on c, c~:c?fl1.l G:;'::'.l;j·':~."L;:., 
I .. ) '-

·"·':fil'l'tt of 1'" ,r'" ,"f,"",tc'" r, r, ... J.. c= 1- ···c.,..;...0--r.J v ..... (....4. '~/t;.....1-l 

I 

toxts O'l ~hich the ofr~nents of wGeistr.cy chiefly , r, 
".\.\.! 



-1-

doos not nec8ssituts ~h2 c O'C, (;1 us i or;. , 

his co:m.tenll?orcries ;cmC C~-l)2 
I ' 

',7i tb tho 

suffici'3:c.t confilT:-
I 

ation of mec;istro..¢y aGainst all the 52-tes of 11811". 
I 

T·", 
~.~ 

, • I , .D t'. nlS ,ex8.:;e$lS Q.L 1:..3 hilJ1sel~Z 
I 

Church History. Vol. 11. iags 174. 

n E'·" 'f t' , lscorV o· ~n l-PSQO " , 
baptism. 

G. p'ood inter};l:ce'ter of Scriptl1.re. He also l')oints out t:re. errors 
i 

of 11is :T119S8 have been cause'd b~T a too rigicl li tercl-
I 1. 

ism of interpretaiJion of Scripture I <...nd. a fatilu:ce to" compa:ce 
, 

scriptLl:J.'e vlith sc.rjil1ture. He claims that Paul speaks of the two 

fo16, s'{iord, the srJiritLlul and the temporD,l. Th.e for1:1)8r is the 
I 

i 

Tto l~ttcr is bor~e by the MaJistruto~ for the protection of ~~0 

innocent J ~d. the punishment of the evil d08r. Governn10:'1ts ~r€' 

of God.. T:be l\~a2:isltrc..te is his minister. ~:[})en Jesus forbaCi.e hiE, 

follo':r(3TS to use t11C 8':701'0.., h8 spoke to men '\rho hc.d no :cic;ht to 

Llse it. Thuyhud not 'been alJ.l'ointed or elected for tl18.t PUT)OSO. 

He r8f 11880. to be jincl,.:;e.. 1'::8 that tal.ces the sy:ord YilithOl1.t clltl'10T-

goo~ his claim tha~ the Soriptures interpreted throuzhout do n0t 

C o1)c{emn I:/.a3'istrs.cybut s tis t 2.in , L 

1 L .. 

-1- Vedclo:r- Hubmaier. PaGG 175 .. 

Clhe ftlndamet.1tal conc8IltiQ}':.o ':;hioh lay at th8 bE-si.s of t!.l8 

'Tn' Cl't i""",,::,,,,·Lc.d +1,.",+ "'n ?,"'T':'Y1,,,:,el'~c"'l tin' uTch D1U"'t dl"f'_1:',-n' '~"'_"'O"(' ._~" _ .. .L .... I .... __ .. ;u .... v.tlC,..l.v <..;.:.. ..... v~ ......... (.; .J.. ,-h 'VJ.' v ___ __ 

Oatr~olic CIll1.reh, i:p. t11o..t it should. consist of mSl:1b,.31"8 l ',1:10 !lc.0. 
, 

r1°Ci.:O ~ Y1Ar"on~l uro' ~~"'3ion O.LD 
.'. '-""" .... ' a .L:,..J 0 c...... .J:.: I..J- 'Q ~)JJ._ in their 

vo~ql to live in obedience to J 88 :.18 C}uist .. 

founted on the Word 0: ;:C t ~:i 
o 

/ 



-47- O};liILiollS of the mc.jol'ity of thdlir rJ9mb8:"CS. ':2;Hl.:' CL,,:iJ:EH!. ttc: y:i.::-'tl 
I 

to be free to e:~9rciso brotl.erly aUI:,onition, ·[..nt~ 0,iccii')J.i;::s c:::. 
I 

I 

sncn mel:J.bers 8.8 !offel1d.e<i.~11G~T also cOl1telJ.cLecl tl-,,:,,'b tl~8 'chlJ,rcll 
, I 

I 

\7hich thllS re~c>ci~ed" st8.te control OlU'£:!t to refD.E'3 stc.:.te su-:, .. 'oort IioJ _ ........ 

! 

o:::.d rro:pos('lo.. thc:t the tithes should be seculc.ris:;o .. ':;::}:~e ~,e'a 
I 

C'8stC:'21ent they slaid, knev;r nothing about intsl'Gst, L1Sl1l'Y, 
I 

livin<,;s 8..nd l-;rebiends. 
'- ~ I 

tithes, 

1. 

Another chajracteristic tens t of the R8..o,ic8..1s '7JD..S the doctrine 
I 

of the ~nner Li6~t. They were stron2:1y influenced b~T mysticism, 
I 

~:,ncL beli8vea. the~l1selves to be uno..8,r the direct influence of tl1e 

}foly oj)iri t, an oJ this immediste intercourse 7.'i th tDe source 

of all truth renidered them independent of any otl:er Guid8.llce, 

9vsn that of Sc~ipture. The free interpretation of tbe Bible 

which seemed a p~iceless boom to Luther was a poor thine to 

men who believi~ themselves to be at lecst as much inspired 

,as the \7riters. ~lhis doctrine "liaS especially or.1phasized b:1 ti::.e 

for correct"; intelJ'.':;?rct8.tion ;:;8in2; tlle i1ltln:ination of tLe Hel~7 

-1- Spirit. It is also char('ed that they claimed to 11C,V8 rev(tl;:'~'uio:: 
I • 

c..r:..c. visions, vlhich t:18S' re2,'o.rclecl 8.8 more iml)ort8.nt them 
I 

SC1'irture, hencel there vIas no need of 1 o.8.rnin2; , for 'the intol':D.:Jl 

word. '.'w:S..S more tbis"n the outward eXYlression. SUc!: cl8.i('L8 VilQl'e 
! -

I 

DW,c.e 'b~T .K ico1 as :5 t e r 011 I rrhOtD8.S r.~llJ:.zcr i::r:c'. J·-ar c us S t ~'-b~er. ':.<:; 0 
I 9 
I ~..." • 

r:heD forced to JJeo.ve Z-.. ic:iatJ/joiL<?C. hs.r:6.c 'iiitl'l Oar1st:::..d.t 

Zrr ill iYc g ~.t \7i ttenbur:-. 
I U ~arly in 1522 riots broke o~t: 
I 

..J " '1 ~. C8,rmenys anCL allrlCLl &r conI8SS10n 

I 

cloSirtZ of 0.11 pleceo of OXlJUS8ments, 

/"'" "": .. ,;: 
.....;......:.. .• ,,.1-

.• '.1 •• ,. 

-1- The .Ltr.e:::ioana V dl.l. 
I 

<) 
-;;.,;- (" , 'd '·or' ~-,.!. ". l'stor'T iTol II vc~::r:j)rJ.. r e .:.., J.::1J..iLl l.o. .;," I '_0 

I 
i 

... ::-~ C1 r J.. (; "".n 

Io..z;e 410" 

166. 
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i 
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c..c.:......JLi.Dced. in ,_, 

"'''-'''''''f-io'''' r~.;ro,..,t~i7 ir:.folT18ii b.'}~ the ::-101.7 Sni:i:;it.::,.r.·,{>. ":J.·t:·1~"'_.-.. -,-.;:)"" ....... -'.1'-.-'..1_ ...... !"..I....I.. .... 1",,0 It... _..... - v_ .... 

1 

I 

h . . ".J_," " '" I" ir c' ol -'" bE'!"'ou.-'ht -n~ren·L" -'-0 "'~!J n "-"n'· -"-j l.Iu:r:::: ;.',~..:""r, .. uo __ r~r: .1,_~_': ...... ~ :: ":""" v.;;, L' r~.1.·_v~ .1.1r Cf!~_-

dren fre1': the cchjOolS, z.ncL stu.(lents be.::;c,n to deS81·t [.110' UnivGrsit~T. 
i 

It was thel logiccl wo::cl:in2,' out of this €)xtl~er~8 Vi6'.7 t:l'~,-:'b 
I 

threate::::.ed. to ove~~thrOiV the whole reformution, ancl hLJ.rried.l2 
1 

broueht Luther fr~m 
I 

eight sermons 118 SO 

-' h':! ' J.. to '7' .... b 11 J. S J. CL 1:tJ. 2; a v 11e ,/ ax v ur 3'. In t. course of 

I 
strenuou:31y orposed Oo.rlsto.dt l8.r~cl his fel1e',7 

i 

theg were forcl;1('1 to leave the city. 
I 
I 

violence, ~nd the: USB of forcG to UdV&DCO the ~eform~tion~ 

InflD.onc eel by the doctl"ine of the Innor Li.::ld;. Giml,le, illi LATe::.te 

iTIen felt impelle d l to be come i tiIl,erant l')re 2.chers. The II c8.11 71 
I • 

I 

C8.l;~e to them, o.ndi costinG pe:t:'sonal responsibilities aside, left 

"business. home a.nli fcmily to preach the new Gos:;;')el.. \7i tJJ:less OYle 
1 

- 1- Hans Ber a poor ]!es.sant, rising' from his bed 2.11d. b8c3'.inni11G' to . 

(tross. Tl:lhit:her ,3'O,;'lGt thou TT
, 8.Gked his poor wife. III1::now·not. 

Qod 1:l'lovil·eth TT he 8.n871er20... liUhat evil h&ve I done thee? St<::.y 

2,nd help me brin2;' 1 Tl.p Tl'..'! poor children!'" lTDaar wife n 9 he ·ans'.'.'ereci. 

"trouble me not with the thin:::s of time, I [[mst c.'.~'C,.:T th[~t 1 

18,s,rn the will 'Pf! the LordH
• 

drilled in an,Y cOiiumon sot of opinions but conoed'TAd tr.C: 1)rim2.tiv8 

tec:chin::' and socitl Iife as he Seemed to see it reflected in 
'-' 1 

i 

• '\e" rn t t i " 'the 1.\ e':: .... 3S am·3n·, anCl as 
1 

th~3 Inner JJi2'ht r8vea.led it. 
1. ...-

:Eic--ns Denc}:'7:TD.S the most ,,;vidle,y- kno'l'!:c. and rroi;ro.bly the 
I 

Reforma~ion. Vol.ll. 
i 

moat hi~:hly est86tped of the Lllabaptist }~88.d.ers. His 

7'128 ti:::~ed Ylitl1 r.l ~""""~ 0 f • ~.J.."'';/ _ the idees of th9 foarteenth SL~ fift~~i 
I 

1 

centn_l"~7 .. , };7~T8ticL t he belis'l8cl t.rlc,t t:rt(31"'(~ 1".:0-8 [L SlJL.l~:[ 0::, t::? 

:Divine.' n[~ture in rnc:'l1 , an Inner ",'iord., y;hich u.r,:!;ed. l?l&n to \7..::.l:~ 
I 

in tiiO ,-. ~'ys of' Go dL ~'J,-' -- i' n <::'::0 co D.l d 

iL~:.~':"'x"cl :~loni tor J Itlf.O ·~78,S nonG Glsc~ t118.11 Cll.:cio..lG I> lIB cclJ~l:; t~'~,J '.~ ~ .~." .. 
I 9 

1 i :"~I':- .1.>", T"jorcl 0.0 IGod He 1iHitss 11 The "'l~{ol,j7' Scrirtn.::" .l.. c~;.;·: 
- - .. ~." ~ ,J ...~" ~ ... ..L i • 

I 

8.boY'j .llllnlG.:'1 tree.slP.res, but not 80 higbl,}' 03 the ·.701"C\. ci: ·,}oC.; .... ;.::.: 

1 

···~'~"~'Rt.« • .i~:,) o:f: L~:~_!'~ ~~'.rol·ld, Dir ... c8 it; is C~ou. J:i1:nG~lft ;~~.:~~{':i..:_ 

- . - , 

',. ,"" - ... \ .. , 
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-i':'9-
00 blott-;i:.L :)at. 

1 

'1' 0"'" ~r ,':I'''' ,- '.' ~~ -'" " ~ r: 'r" 0.1 
1 ""00 a. i t mc}" 8.11-; os s be i::: tl-.<..~"c eli:'- ,~_,:, c t ion. ::.;~, '.'. ,'-:: .... , .. ; .. ..;.. ....... _ .... _~.J... 1,.000 ..... I~ .;r t.J 4 "'_ 

I 

:::01: ~:c<:s:.c18 'for Spri:;,Jtllrc to ma.J~e better a. b':.Cl hC';:',l:t, GLlt [~ r:..c<:.:-:;; . , 
I 

};~..;.l·J..; :",;;;;' .:'r-lt3~c9ci. 0,'1 all thinGS • .:~ m[.."(J. ';;1.0 is cl"Lo88Yi b~7 Go,:, 
I 

ctt:.:':'n to blesseCL."'1kss i7itr.i.out preach2.ng, ';7ithollt ;=';cril)t;lJ.re. 

o 
rGL,:' 

':::l::.e 

'Voie:' ~f r:;S" hec.rt, of 'lIlli.c}- I cGsnrecily know tllC.t it rer.Ci.8rs tJ"..8 

I 

tr~l.t'J., 8c..}S to we ~l:b.t Gael is righteous and mercifll1 l1 s.nd. tilis 
I 

'Voice sreo}:a in 8Y!3ry good hel-:rt distinctly and intelli:3'ibly, ''vllG 

~.~ore distinctly an~ clearly the better each one is ll
• 

i 
liubmaier a1s~;71idel.v known ancl highl~T esteemed. did not ad'Voc8.te 

i 

so stronzly , - 1,1 t . 'Cl18 .l.Joc-r~ne of the Inner Voice. If he were liviL~ to-

d.e.s'- he \':olllc1 be cel1ed upon to m8ke fewer chs.nzes in his system of 

-1- Lindss.,y- Reformation. Vol.ll. xa,?,'e 436. , v 

-2- E S",7!!.JGn- Anti- :E'eCLoba.ptislJ1, J?8.g8 164. 
I 

Doctrine 'c.aaD. an~T l!J:1cn of his time.. lie eliel not c1c..im inspir2.tiorlJ · 

or rely on the Inner Voice an,:r more than an Evangelics.l ChristiCL 

claims the leaciinz;, of the Hol~T Spirit toclc.y. In i:..rtic~G JiD'l:t of 
1 .. 

hisCllristic.n Doliof written while 8. prisoner in Zurich he c:':.;)!S 
I 

I 

s2..Lctifieth all thcLne;s, ;.;lna. WitillOut him is nothini,; hol,). in \7hom J. 

set 0,11 F.ly trust tpc:t he will tesch me all truth, incre:t,se m;r 

fo.i th, ano. kindle tho fire of lo'Vs in my he art by his holy iL.s:;i~~
, 2 .. 

at iona ~ Again h31 cL::.ims that IT effe c~ 118.1 c,J.llin,::lT is .10',.'0 fal rl; 

I 

m-.,.., (OJ 1.' ',', '. : t' 0." .1 -, ·-,T-' -in,' 
~........ ........i~.... U-..L.G ... '~.J..I G is ·wrol1.,:.:j;"c b~! 

thc.t i ti un(lGrst't.~nd8 the 
, 

I 

tl:oro l.l;Zl"11y cor .. viTlcle Ii by the sp iri t I c..nd the proach:: c, .i :J~':~ ~ 
I 

............ 
...:.: \oJ 'J 
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I " 
I:C.::S8~JSlCr... of tl:·? ....... .,:.. 

134. 

199. 

t'- ,- tr l n-.· ii'j \1 in 
1 ......... ....lV y ...... \"... .J._t/ 

I 

vio·,7!s. i.t first a Luthern.J;l., leter 1;)30, he icv'r:.ti-

::"::·-'i ::limEiclf 1Nith th.a AnG.bc.l')tlstis. Tho books of Duniol <.'.:Gel :tOV-
1 

i 

,21.:... t i 0::2 e Sr8 c i2.11y: .;;;.t tr act e tl :rlim, and the S '3. ho int 9rr-r e.,t G a. 'if itt:. 
'" 

r3f~re.Dce to his d-m tilI,:es ~ ;:;.:rd he 1'8V'31\eo. in bholl,:'[.ts of milJ.-

cL::.nirJ. i:':lories abOjllt to bG revGalea.. He was d.riven from Str.:.sbt7.::c;;j 

bllt retlll':::.eQ. ec:.rly: in 1533, nnde.r the impression tl1s;t t11is cit? 

to be -the New ;rerusDlom , , whence the con~uerine Hosts of Goe 

~70ulrl march forth to c18stroy the enemies of the truth. ..:~t the 

.J.. " '~.J..l b l ". f ..... ' '\.'" "11 " vlll18 S9't Ior vl1e le,;3lTIlllng 0 v,lle J.I.:L 8nD:LtllTI, 

ing in :;?rison, .c.ev1ert:he less ;::re.:::.t Dumbers of psorle s.ccal)tE::C~_ r.is 

tescllin;],'s of SCril"ltare, influenc·8G. as it 'ives by visions 0.116. t};c 
1,,, 

- .. 1 t J..r:..ller ~J.bn, !I the p..:1tt1l'c:.loutgrowth of whic}" fine:.lly bro~l.3'b·:; ,s;.CC(-.t 
I 

tIl':) 0::18 d,ark '.Jlot bn the fair :history of ~inz.:.bs.rtisll!; The KU;3Lster 

Rothm8.nn '718.S a scholc:.r, j.rJlbueq. rlith hl1,lJJ.&r.istic cultu}:'G, 
I 

2-ifted ',7ith thG :po~,ver of cle;:;.r reasoning, c.nCL witl: Lc,t:l1'cl1 Glo:.i:....::llCCo 

for ths c'.o;:;n trod.CJen toiling masses of the comn1L7,nity, 

-,~ 

1\ e .... .,.J~ tl c.JJ. -

I 
I 

ZG2. 

cert~in t~~t :he ~ald tLe Doct~ine 

<: .' .. "-"0'" ~- OT'TiO ". ~ j', !; ~ .... , '," ," (. ., 'To "-- .... , ,; ..... ' lJ '"'" J..l.C ... J,; ....... ..L, .... I .... '.:..... •. I. ..... (,.., ~ ( .. ~. -' ....... . . 
00 tJ1 tJ'l'1 
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l:'" tr 

ChY.!.e., J~ 88.(J_ i:,:: "t}, : ..... - .~ ,":'\ ~ , 

• t 
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-o~- ~~s CaOL iL the city 

tnw to. the i:r:.ner ~-oLitor. ::ii<::::~ 

O:::U,7 t',VGllt.j'" cOElJ}E..n:ions·, r.J.:..6.e .3, sLll.'l Otlt of the cit; :to -...tt-=-c:~ i:.i:.3 

-1- ?eform~tioll. Vol.ll. r~ze 456. 

.iinti-Ecdoba.ptism :2C3El 288 .. 
1. 

iohn of Leyden immediately proolcimed himself Kin5, and 

Zinz over ~~e whol~ ~orld. But I tell you de&r br8thern, I ~~~ 

rcth:::::, f8Ccl Sirine, or fol10vi the plow th:cn be ZiLi> Ye-::: 7.-h<.-.t. I:' 

rlo; I Y.'.1ust 0.0./ for Goc'L na.a ClL'pointea. me theretolT. He &lmost 

his leacters to llroelaim it to "GIle people. Olel marriJ,38 relc.tio:1c 

It ~~E truly a reign of terror, in ~hich the wildest li~cnso or 

m.ost .::bsolC:.t8 ~ispotism on the 

:20:2:' [;:01'8 than i:1 yeo:"l' the 'i?rechecl fe,nc.tics wore c.blo to l",~,si8tGL8 

sates to the,victors. The sconE' 

most ravoltine torturinz of t~a le~acrs. 

of J.·,J.Lllls..tce:c • 

- .... - :l'~" .... .....; _ ..... . ~ ... - ...:-::::.. t i-I" 0 clob .;.iit ism 
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! 

}lisJ-.. 0:"ic~1 
I 

1rrlorL::::.ce. 

(;:·::~~r:;'0G .. Toc...:..~·1 ~1'9 i"/orld C'LjO~':S to 8. v'Jr~: larce o:·:tor:t tl:e 
I 
I 

rr:'"'! i1:: .. .::;;- 0 f D':i:10 OJ:' L .. c:l 8.l1o. ~~}"2 l':i. '::;11 t to VI Cl'S}liJ) God e.c c ol't1L1i::' 
I 

to t~c di~~ates of conscience, wbile 
I 

~~' G . 

~o~-co~formists d~~SLd a definite subjective relieious ex~erie~cs. 

th century. They,wGre not th~ originators of these ~r3c3pts 
I 

for ~;}J'2Y c:.~·'G S,fJ o~cL as chri::::t;i,<S.nit~7 itself. ThlJ.:r GY.J.t('!l":::cl tl-:"c3 

~,,;,o:tlc~ enG. fOLli:ht itheir Yl::,~~T thrOll2,'h 0. hosti16 world b.7 tllEl Ilu.:CG:'r 
1. 

;::01'.:11 forcG of trq.th o.,nd ric;htepUSD.6sS .. Tartullio.:'l 1.n '~he 
i 

s e conCl. cont LU''y J<".I1"O Vi.30rOllG G.
J,:tCl'OJ.1CG to tl';s: vic,! (;If 2:':<U.i.:;lol·<~:; 

I 

I 

told. r.J.im, 11 it 1s iDa 1'J3,rt of r,elig1on to force r811.:::;io:o., every-

Occssion~lly so~e 

ear 1,1 c.:·:}(S.. IDe di <lev .il, centuri2S procleimin~ t~6 

of cOilsci8nce t 0'0;; er 

In the sixteenth 

regerdinJ the 2c~scie~c8 . .. 
I 

:':'~:} C. .,.'.; cr,::;ll.iIJ .. C::b.8 1 i L 21" t~:H 0 iJ' cons c j~ '2~ C8 t::::.: t t.rl8 L tl"~:t C: r ~:.....rlS 

Schc:,ff- Christ c:,::n.d 

, 

,,-, , i ,~.: .. ,- i'n ""'n ,·,t~v ~1" rr:>l i :7'i('" '" .. ,'.""' ........... v ......... _ ........ ~J,j."v,. ~ ...... - .,- v JI,; .. i.::I 

"CJ.:G 

'~\' " ~I"".)I.) .. 

:"!,'.i,T r:: 'u,L. A._. ','-,", -' ''': I" r 111 to, roll 0 ", " +: () '" _ ~ .. :. l. 0 -0.. ,-;;: _..)., .. ~~, .... " 

8.y-ci '::'J 3-31"'seclltc J.;.ll tlJose Yll~o cJ.;.: j.r-:130.. 'c'~ 
i 

s.;::':':;;;l·'.;,:d. for tllemdlr::1v:::s i;: t:.(: ;rL,;':~i:" cf~,.)Ci. &LJ. the. J)i"v".::::: 
, 

'~ 

I 
-'~,.. A J.' It, J' .J.L: l' ,,', 1 L; .. .l..... ..~ _ CJ-\-

I 

I • 

ij?roc1a::..m0cl. T ,~ C '1 ct 
(..Il .•• ..;·.I..~ , 
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o 

. ccrrurt hiG~s.rchy 

rrosoccite to the to z..::sert 

i~terf9re~ce by the secular authorities in ms.tters of relilion, 

and the use of i::ny pthsr thun morc...l n~e8JJ.S by inC1.ividnz,l c:ilristi.c:r:.s 

or cl1Ll..rches Tb.8 [i8ace 

of ',/estphalia (1649) bo.rel',. contz..ined tbe seeds of lite:c'cli of 
I U ,) 

conscieIlce. RO;:J8.I: CatlJolics, ILltherZ':.:Cs E..nd Calvinistic rrincss 

-1- VecL6.er- Reform,ntion 

D.5roed to tolerate each other, not bp, C8.LlSe they beli8v8~ such 8. thin~ 

-J..-

v 

\7&3 ,possible, or in c.ccordr.:.ncI9 'iIi th the no.tl1l'8 of tho christ.L_::l 

re~i~ion, but because they re~liz86. tb~t th9 pacifics.tion of 

Jurore, so urGently nosded con,lcl not be otl'Lsr"v"lisG brollc}-.t abol1t. 

'1:118 Horu:.n Catllolic2 soon replldiatecL the tr'3s.ty, s.nd..1ntherCLS 7:'8X'G 

EiYlcl Cs.lvi::'i::ts~ whi1G ::..11 three ';'J9re of o::c..e mincl in their il1tol;:,:'-

ant 
. 

ticitility of libe1ct,y of conSCielJC9 '::1'6 :...L:~~t[!.zonistie to tLs :",,""'" 

}?rinc:'ples of the 1':e'.7 Testamer."c 1~8i3'G.rCness of r82111tc:':c'ol:L_i:'" 

b E'en sho'.!:c. 

th~t ~hc Jr00e~ts of Jcbs Old 

Cicssnters fro~ the e3t~blis18d form of reliJion t 

",.r> 
,~ .L cons ci 0],,"00 

,...,' . 

: '- ~: 
". .. J' 

.-



h' ,.. .. ~--~ y 
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~ ~,""~.,- ------

tLs Yl'ir:.cirle of I" " rc:cceu.om .li. L"'.r.l c,n i G 111 insist'3cl or .. t::~G 

i~dJ. vidual to (},9 terminG 
I 

if-: ~crlJ..t}:· in every: rS8.1m of thouzht; the procls,r:w,tioL 1)£ t:'J8 old 

of the believer tb his Go~, and com~letely outSic8 tho ~pherG of 

civil jurisc_iction. The ..;~no.baJ?tists )?erpetuatsd tr_is type of' 
I 

Chl'i.stie:.:ni t,~7 anCl Vic..S taken L1J? s.nd advocated b.y English Anti l?edo-

DL::;tists (1609 or1',':8.ro.) -and 'llaG proclaimed in America O~7 HOGel' 

\'iilliams end Johnr.Clark. (16~38 OlT;;c.rd) G.nd by thAD'. successfull~T 

put in Ilructice in Hhode Island; after the pe.8.ce of ~estphc.li:: 

dSLonstratecl that toleration Vl8.S lJructicol s,nd Yiould '77o;c:;: 
I 

In .:2n~1<:nd the' Inciepende:nts led. b,Y 

~ith the encouraghment o~ the Jtate. 
• I 

ci.e.nomiL:::.tionw.isnl ';i8.S SC.l'6 to flourish. It is rrotJc.blr t1;:;,' 22<)':, ,: 

.. :'::'C,:ti··,tl ........ r.:.. ..... ~n! ;'~lle 

....... '"""" .,J.J. v v..L l.t 
I 

]?resent 
I • 

ir.::...I:.C8 c..nd. other co Lmtries the 6.is s ::mtine; chnl'ch wO:C'~[S'. si0.8 

si6e ~ith st~te C~Qrches. In Gra~t Britain the fr8e~o~ of ~ors~i~ 

-; 8 _~-_,~.",_. Rl\.7'· "T ,,··-,i-e d' "D"t +1-J {:) Cl-'L' C'so.",·tc"Y'C< <,·r o 1-'ore°':; ,. "'. 
- _ ,;,J b ~J.J.. J.:, \.1_ vJ... ..... • '..,.). .... .. !.._ ... \".I,.J.. ~-.Ji (A. \" _ '"-' v.. '.,. __ 

tIl::: st1bjc:c"lcs of Gi"GE~t }Jl-'it3iJ1 enjo~T as lTID.Cl"l relit.~io:12 libe::rt:.i _. 
! 

L-Dy ::ge0'2?::"e c..y~6., t:lf-lrC is nwl':': 2:"31iE;ion in GreC:<.t 3rit,,~.':':,_ cLCi::, 

1 

Chll.:;;'clL,<;; withi'D the lit:iibs oJ' rll;)l:~c r.:or..:lity ;:'.(:c. (:::.:' .... ..... ~: ....... . 

:~ Ll (;.J-' "; l' ::, 2·;: r· tic t::: I _~r! rJ 0 t; L ~ l' ::: ~.:~ j, C ' .. I. :Z J~ 0 uo! I' q ,~~ ... ~ : ': C l1 t i 0 ":; ~.: ~I t i .:l. ~~; !~', -

I 

. , 

t8 -:::l"::lit Gael c,cCOTcii:i:p to Li.,:-, Cictc.d:;n::::: o:i': tL-'il' c.'. :,l·~J'>. 
. I ..... l 

: ... '~' :!.:~ 1" s t .f.' 



-o~- b~~ ~~JJ ~ere foroed to 

C3~:':8ior;.s 

i~ Vir~inia TIith 
, 

to 1 '78i) 0 .Th8 Gene>rs,l G-overn!rent in &ctOpt~IlC;. tl~e cansti tutio:'.l. l1:oc"_8r 

-7c.,:,1:in2,ton declc.rlBd thst til no relicions tc['t 81"'.<.:11 (-1v21' oe :::'8-

C ,-j:ro~ ,'" ;:; otlalification to ..:...I.,.(.J,. ............... _ '-" _ ..... any office or public trtlst 

fLc st amme:r:.6.n:sDt to the Cons"bi tLltion. enac ted. by the first con2'ress 

in 178<,) d.eclares. II ConGress sh8.1l mske no lz.w respecting an 

Gstabl~shment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 

of, or a.brid.ginG the: ire s do 1:-1 of the :C·ress, or the riGhts of 

the :;;eople :pec.cec.,bly to a.ssemble and to petition the Governm.'3Y.t 

for re ciJ..'O.3S of C;ri8v c:.nces it .. 

blood of the liartyrs lS never shed in vsin. CChe 

~nab&~tist mOvGo~nt W~E 6.nfssted but not destroyed, it revived 

~11e C:llestioD. o.? the sllbjectr- c.:.nc:' f.:-,ade of tc:..;'tisr.::. still divi0.0 

sGvc:!cion of 1mbc:rtized infLnts is no lOD.,3'9r conct.i31m.:.f,G. "::'s 8 

The 




