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| PREFACE
|
|
AS a resu]“.t of iy sharing with Professor Lois A.

|
Tupper early last fall my enthusiasm about our Burtch Fellow-
\

ship, she suggested}to me the use of our group as the basis for

an examination of sﬁall groups as a medium through which individ-
uals can grow spiri#ually within the Body of Christ. From this
suggestion has cqmejthis study.

I am espec¢ially grateful to lirs. June Holmes and to the

Rev, John Amy for sﬂaring their experiences with us. I am also

grateful to the other members of the Burtch Fellowship for allow-

- ! .
ing me to share with others our coumon group experience.
| .

‘ .
My thanks to Professor Lois 4. Tupper and to Profesgor

Murray J. S. Ford f#r their suggestions, helpfulness, and patience.
| ‘
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1.

'THE BURICH FELLOWSHIP GROUP

1. Origins |
. |
|

Lo
I have asFed the Rev. John Amy of Delhi to write the intro-

The following is his account of the origins of

|
the Burtch Fellowshﬁp Group.
. | A
About Mareh 1968 I was in prayer in relation to the spirit-
ual needs of our denomination. I felt especially concerned that others.

of my brethern in tpa minigtry might experience the Baptism in the

Holy Spirit which I/ had received in April, 1964.

| .As I pray%d the thought came to my mind that I should write
to my brethern in t#e ministry to suggest a conference on the Holy
Spirit. I considersd this in my spirit and felt that God was in it.
Accordingly I sent j letter in April 168 to all of our ministers
gugeesting that suc£ a conference be held, and inviting their comments

on the proposal. A self addressedvenvelope was enclosed. The re—
sponse to this lett%r was quite large snd generally ravofabie. Accord-
ingly I gave myselfito consideration of what form such a conference
should take and who|might be our speaker. In the planming I took into
account the varlouSSuggestlons that had been made.
I felt th%t the Rev. Len Evans was God's man for the occasion.

He seemed especlall? qualified on a number of counts. First he was a
scholar. Second he‘knew'and loved the Scriptures. Third he was &

| 1

‘ < .
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!
lover of Jesus; and!fourth, he had had a vital sxperience of the Holy '
|
Spirit and appezredgto be gifted in sharing thig with others. I con~
tacted him to see i& he would be availagble and interested and found he
was both.
As T pondered the purmose of such a conference I came to feel
that while the subject of the Holy Spirit was of great importance, yet
it was also of great importance that we should be drawn into a closer
fellowship with oneanother. 4I Telt that it was important that ad-
eguate opportunity Fhould be given for a mutual sharing of views and

experiences, It appeared, too, %o be desirable to place the Holy

Spirit in adequate perspabtive in relation to the life in Christ and

to the command of oLr Lord that we love one another.

The Reve. B. Filyer was kind enough to offer the facilities

of First Baptist GhPrch, Waterford for the Conference ani the Norfolk

Baptist Ministerialiagraed to sponser the Conferencs. It was agreed

that Len Evans shouﬁd be our speaker und that the Conference should be
|

held Nov. 4th and 5‘&11, 1968.

Approxima%ely 50 attended tiae Conference, comprising about
40 ministers and 10 minister's wives. Cne laymen was also present
throughout the conf%rence.

Each persLn was invited to share with uws hig or her reason
for coming and what‘he or she hoped tc receive from it. Considerable
time was given to.the sharing of views in regard to the Holy Spirit,

|
with a number of pa%sages from thé Scriptures on the Holy Spirit
i ‘
(printed in the probram)'being used as a basis of study. Time was

|
given for all tO'COPtribute and the sharing was entirely cordial.

-



Len BEvans' ministry was most acceptable and most efféctive.
While telling of hi? experience witi: the Baptism of the Holy Spirit he

stressed that we should love one another, developing this thems fron
: |

- various Scripture passages. OUne was conscious throughout the con-

. [
ference of the pres%hce of the Holj Spirit bringing us to an increas-~ -
ing hamony and love in Christ. |

|

Toward tm@ close of the Qonference, on the afternoon of the
second day, a spirik of love seemed to descend upon the assembled
brethern. We fel£ hrawn to one another in an unusual way. Some re-
guested prayer for Fpecific needs. Some confessed té not having
loved., We felt ouﬁéelves o) be one fellowship.

Such a rﬂsult to the conference was all the more remarkable
when it is remembered that a variety of theological positions were

represented, not‘only in regard to the Holy Spirit but on other issues

|
that had besen causing division among the brethern.

¥hat hadihappened was nost heart-warming and stfengthening to

those who had been\a part of it. Scuc became open to the receiving of

\
a personal experience of the Ioly Spirit that they had not previously

considered. I was glad for this result but was espec}ally inpressed
with the importanc% of our loving one another.
A numbériof the conference participants were present aﬁ a

series of studies Aeld at BTI in Braniford in the late fall on the new

|
Faith aﬁd Work Pla%. The principal of BTI, who led the sessions had

| .
‘also been at the W#terford Conference.

The sess#ons at BTI were conducted in such a way as to allow

considerabls indiv{dual expression of views. They were so structured

-

| - ”



|
|
that we came to knoW each other better and came to feel thHat we were

|
engaged as a tean Qn seeking what God had to say to us through the

|
course. Thers was\a real indefineable, 'plus' at these sessions. At
one point the leadér said: "there’s something unusual going on here.

The Holy Spirit is Lresent." However, when later there was a.marked

increase of warmth For one another it seemed that the leader became
uneagy about what ﬂgs happening. * At any rate in the following session
he inhibited those procedures which had contributed to individual re-
sponse and closeness to one amobher., While if had appéared that we
were progressing toward some‘kind of "crossing point",.the'trend was
halted and little progress took place after this point.

I felt th%t something good had been harpening and should go

on happening. I felt that a numbér at.the BTI sessions had been touched
by the Holy Spirit knot all of the participants had been at Wabterford
Conference), and might want to continue'soﬁe xind of group meeting.

Thé parso%age at Burtch appeared to be centrally located end
Allan Perks wus int%rested and willin: (with his wife Ruth) that we
should meet there. }Accordingly in tue syring of 1969 weekly meetings
began at Burtch. TLese were chaﬁged to twice monthly meetings in the
fall. ' }

It was deéidad that there would be a minimum of fomal struc-
ture to the meetingg. From the Tirst there has been a decided interest
in the subject of tPe Holy Spirit. However, as I see it, the ultimate
aim of the group isithat we should come to love one ancther, to realize
our onenessg in Chri%t, that in doing so we should come to personal

) \
. wholeness and to power and fruitfulness in relation to the clhurch and
|

the world.



|

2. Growth and Development of the Group
|
|

At our first meeting {of six interested men) there was a

|
tfeeling out" of each other - why we came, and what we expected to

gain by our coming|tosether. This was necessary as there werse
several new personévinvolved from the Hamilton area who were not at
BTT during the win&er. 4 great deal of time was necessarily spent in
getting to know each other and then to discover together what our chief
concerns in,becomiﬁg invelved in a sharing group. These soon came outb
in the open. One ﬁastor expregsed the feeling tﬁat he would not want
to be part of a.sh%ring group in which some of his own members wers
pressnt. He desirJd an intellectual study of a bock or subject of
particular interest“ to him and he thought this study should be re-
stricted to pastors\only. It was obvious that he would feel uncomfort-
able in a sharing g#oup. We did not get to the point of discussing
other concérns beca#se this first topic led us to a discussion of
world problems. A iecond meeting was set for the next londsy evening.
After the%first neeting was over I wondersd who would show
up for the next meeFing. One oflthe ;:en Trom the Hamillton area re-~
turned with his wifé and they have been one of the regular participating
couples of our”groug, Jehn and Dnne Tolnes.  Mr. Yolmes is a lawyer and
they are members of\the Ancaster Eaptist Church. Anothef of our reg-
vlar members is Gus, a service station operator from‘Galt who is a mem-
ber of First Baptisq Church. Gué Pelz comes because of a need for this
kind of open fellcw%hip. "You ¥mow my background," he says - and in-
deed he has shared Jith us his life as an alaholic and the agony of al-

rost losing everythi%g because of his drinking. "However, thanks be to



God I have a new life in Christi" Gus cannot understend why people,

|
especially Christiap peonle can be satigfied with "low octane"

' Christian living -~ which is his way of pointing out that there is the

Spirit-filled way o
hungry for a deeper
ticularly frustrate

a mother because of

# living the Christian life. Both Ruth and I were
|
spiritual life and experience., Ruth was par-

d as a substitute Adult Eible Class teacher and as

the lack of desire in most class members to share

thelr problems as pbrents in coying with life. John Amy's involve-

ment and leadership

This fall
wiar mewbers of our
mote; near Ancaster
Business llen's Fell

‘'liiss Jean Donaldson

of our grou) has already been revealed.
Alf and Pat Zrown from Ancaster have become reg-

croup., Alf is a real estate agent and owner of a

lw

]

he is chanter president of the Full Gospel

owship. Another regular member of our group is

, an ordained minister of the United Church. We

have cther members Who are usually able to attend once a month now,

One of these is the

\Rev. Jo Frank Ward of Paris and Frank never comnes

alone., He and his Earloads have on occasion swelled our ranks to 17.

| .
Another frequent'paiticipant is bhe Rev. Paul Timpany of Hagersville,

By about
‘acquainted with one
the group ﬁad had a
'Baptism of the Hol
ceived information
Regional Convention

Hotel Tmwilton ¥ay

our third meeting after we had become quite well
}another it becamne apparent that two members of
deep spirituai experience which they célled the
y Spirit'. About the same time John Amy had re-
fe - the Tull Gospel Business Men's Fellowship

which was bein~ held in the Sheraton~Connaught

At the next meeting John told us

%5-17, 1966,

avout the Conventiéﬁ and filled us in briefly about the Full Gospel

|
|
‘ .



Business Men's Felﬂowship. He told us that he had attended his first
meetings in Montre%l and through their witness he had become open to
seek and receive tlhe Baptism of the Holy Spirit. I cannot recall
whether he spoks oﬂ his experience in this exact way or not., What 4did
| . :
happer as a resultiis the important thing for our group. Sam Findlay
was present that nﬂght as well as Frank Ward snd Paul Timpany. We all
stated that we wouqd attend some of the sessions of the Convention.
On the Tﬂursday of the Convention (Lay 15/69) after the Rev.
|
Harcld Bredesen hadifinished speaking a group of us went with Alex
HcCrae and-David duPlessis to the rear of the auditorium: Paul
Timpany, John Amy,wRaymond Brown, Jlex Gray, Gus Pelz and I. After we
i .
hal been with David| duFlessis for about an hour, Raymond Brown asked
that David pray forl us and for our Convention fellowship. The prayer
was quief and beautiful - he began to pray in EBnglish and then in

tongues. e went rpund the table where we were seated and laid his

hands on our heads. When he laid his hand on my head thé inner dam

burst - I eried - I‘laughed - I'wept - I felt myself being surrounded
: ,
by the love of God. I felt clean; I felt good. How long the ex-

|
perience lasted I don't know. Gus leaned over and put his am around

me and gave me a hqg and said, "Let go boy. That 's good", Paul
Timpany on the otheh side of me swoke to me encouraging me to f£ind
full release. Shortly afterwards, we went out to a restaurant and had

supper. John Amy'aEked me if I knew what had happened. I said, "ot
‘ .
really®.
i
Before ouF next group meeting Gus called in for a few minutes.

On his way out he sbid, "you have received the Baptism of the Holy
' !



Spirit". I replied), "what did you- say'? Gus's answer was "See you
|
Thursdayt! .
|
Cn Thursdéy, I spoke to Gus after the Bxamining Council had

disbanded (for Paul Timpany's Ordination). %us said to me “You have
| (
received the Baptisp of the Holy Spirit'. I replied this time with

understanding becauﬁe after Fus had left me on Tuesday evening I had

|
continued reading David du Plessis' book, The Spirit Bade Me Go and

|
had found there in the book some cne else's experience of receiving

the Holy Spirit f.mp experience,

At our me%ting the following lionday nizht there was real
excitement when it @as discovered that two of us had received the
Baptism of the Hblijpirit on the Thursday at the Convention through
the ministry of Davﬁd du Plessis. XNrs., Pegzy Smith of Paris was the
other person who hah received the Baptism during the Thursday evening
session, It was obvious from the corments of some of tThe uembers of
the grour that we should spend the next few meetings discussing what

the Bible teaches cbncerning this experience. Copies of John
|

Sherrill's book, THey Speak With Cther Tonrmueg were given to those
i .

who were interssteq in reading it.

During t@e weeks that followed we could hardly wailt to be

{ . -y .

tozether to share, tc study God's Word and to enjoy the presence of
|
|

the Lord and sense [His directing presence in our discussions. We

| :
knew so little abo%t what the Bible bteaches concerning the ministry of

the Holy Spirit. @y wife guestioned the lack of teaching and emphasis
upon the work of tHe Foly Spirit in our churches. Is it because we
1 : .

lost so maﬁy peoplé at one time to tpé Penteccstals? Is this why we



have this blindvspo&? #e had to admit that this may be ons of the
reasons. Someone sEid, "I thought of the Holy Spirit in texms of the
‘Comforter". Anothe& perscn said, "1 alwavs thought that 'tongues' was
for the apostles’ dEy but not now".

With the muwber of gquestions being raised and the desire to
know and experience the deeper life in the Spirit we eagerly looked
forward to our meeﬂings on Monday nights. We enjoyed one another's

fellowship and wher someone missed a meeting we were concerned adbout
! |

him. All too soon |came the swuer vacation period and we disbanded
|

until September.
| Our firsq meeting was much like a glad reunion. Tt was de-
cided at our first meeting that we would meet .twice a month {the first
and third Liondays 4f each month). During this meeting we shared ‘o~
gether the events which took place during the swmier months. One of
our number especia#ly was encouraged to give vent to his frustrations.
He was encouraged ﬂorstick with the local church and not to withdraw
his support from hﬂs pastor. So far, he has follqwed our advice and
we have prayed witﬂ him and for him ari his church. Early in our fall
meetings it becamelqpite gvident that June was hungry for a deeper exr‘
perience of the Lo#d, The very first meeting that Alf and Pat Brown
were present it bedame evident to ALlf, John and myself tﬁat all she.
needed was encoura%ament on our part to enter‘into thg experience of
receiving the Bapt{sm in the Holy Spirit. However, tﬁat night we hes-
itated. The very r@n meeting (Mov. 17, 1969) just after I had re-
joined ths zroup J%hn suggested that we go to the Lord in prayer. I

|
remember talking t& Pagul Timpany and our sharing together that we were



| 1Q

not ready ourselves for prayer so sooun., However, we soon discovered
i

that June was and through the ministry of Paul - and later ALlf and Pat -
I - ‘

June found full release and while seated on our living room rug she

. - . v oas .
sang and praised the Lord in a new and different way. Jume has shared
|

with me that it wae because of our caring and loving her and through
our encouragsment ihe was able to Tind release and be filled with the
Spirit. !

| .
I recall labout this time that I made two side trips in be-

tween these two mee&ings. Tirst, to see Gus and secondly to see
‘ . ,

John. Gus greeted;me: *The Lord rust have sent you to me, 41l. Do I
\

|
ever nesd o have scue Christian fellowship". I did not kmow why I
| :

should go to see Gus when I was driving up to Jalt. However, I rec-

ornigzed upon our e#change of zreetings that it was the Lord who had

proupted e Lo 0 ind seg hii. Ve shared over the lunch hour, had a
cood iimg of fello#ship tocether and then narted. A weék later, I
was prom ted to dr#ve to Delhi and visit John. After he had left the
neeting two member# of the groun expresged thelr concern about John -
saying he looked v%ry tired and "upti_.at". John had bsen unususlly
quist and withdrawﬁ. I gtayed and had lunch with Jolm and his son

Peter and we share% with one axnother. I told John that a few of us
were concerned abo@t him. At our next meeting he shared his burden
with us and statedsthat he was moved by our coucern for his health.
As a prayer fellowéhip sroup We have been asgked to pray not only for

ourselves and our ?amilies and our churches but for people we do not

even knOW'personally. I was personally moved when we received a
|

| . . <
long distance telephone call from one of our friends and ghe shared



‘ ‘ 1

her concern with us, and asked us to pray for a young girl who had been
| v .

seriocusly injured in s train wreck nedr Toronto, The very next day I

contacted members of our group and she wus daily held before the Lord

in prayer. When we, learned of her death it touched our -hearts very

deeply. !
Just a few weeks ago (Jan. 26/70) we rejoiced that Claire
came with her mother and Father and had a real encounter with her

Lord. ©One of the younz people in our church could hardly believe his

eyes and ears: "She's so different, her face is so radiant, I never

heard ber talk abouﬁ Christ in such a personal way beforse"™. I said
to him, GPaul, I knbwt Isn't‘it wonderful to_see her so enthusiastic
for Christ? She hgs had an encounter with Christ®.

I have in&ited June Holmes to share her experience with you
and the following #s what she has written for me ii answer to a couvle
of basic qpestidns%— why she cawz and why she is still very much a
part of the fellow%hip?
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3. Une lember's Expsrience .

A testimony - by June Z. Folmes

iy 0ld sei of directions for living‘are obsolete, as are my
|

0ld ways of thinkin@, so that if anybthing that I say in this testimony
confuses you, it is;not your lack of understanding but ny "newness".
I love that expression that Jesus gave - born againl Now I can apprec-—
iats how the Prodigél felt after the biz party his Dad gave for him...,
humility and obedie@ce are a strange way for :e too, but I have made
one discovery that ?he pain in killing my various prides is severe only
at the beginning, u%til ny Father comes To meet and zlleviate.

In our Burtch Fellowship, though, we have no elder brothers.
Tou and John have‘b%en exactly the opposite about me since 1 first met
you both at BTI. P$ssibly the fact that we were comparing experiences
and not theology there put us on a sharing level from the beginning, or
else it could be th#t there wag a sense of cormon concern for the other
even then, It was John to whom I was drawn to ask "ﬁow do I get the
Holy Spirit? Thisiis not a guestior I have ever asked before, or ever
heard asked in a Ch%istian SrouPe. L may aave heard a sermon on the sub-
ject of the Presenc% and Power of the Iloly Spirit in the nommal Christ-
ian 1ife, but I can¢ot recall it. John's_calm reply to my question was‘
very simply nade, “%ou just ask."™ The hnger in my voice‘was nothing
compared to that with wialch I had been dealing within for some time.
As I have czince bee# free to tell you, wy personal and spiritual life

was in that *horrible pit of miry clay' from which there appeared no

way out. I won't pretend or intimate that getting down in it was not
| .
|

- -
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of my own doing, begause I sm still having difficulty moving the centre
of my life over froﬁ Tune to Jesus Christ. At omne time ( I confess:
the recent past) "pot feeling wicked"™ was about the only zuide I had to
living o Christian life. I sometimes longed to have a recipe for that
happiness so often ;xtclled in the hymns and choruses I now treasure |
and in the sermon; %ublishing thevslad Tidings of the "Kingdom of God".
Secretly, too, I so@etimes doubted the ultimate triwaph of Good, for
its power eluded mep All ﬁhe while, my Sunday face never changed, of
course, I taught m& pcor 1little Sunday school students from books,
worked. avidly in my&iads of church activities, sought help from the

|
wrong sources, and ﬁnevitably eventually I cracked - up. t shattered
ny home life; threa%ened, but strangly, 4id not, perceptibly alter my
church-going existeﬁce. In fact it was in my minister's study haven

|
that I cried to God% and He gave me Jesus.

Nobody ne%ded to tell me to repent! One moment iﬁ His Pres-
ence -~ the Divine, phe Holy Une =~ and it is as if thers is never going
to be another night; The desire to remain moment after moment in this
verfsct purity freeﬁ me from a1l other desires which before had been
so important. His forgivahess, go precious, is my spur;‘the reward is
to live at peace wilfh my femily end my friends, and finding the will of
our Father‘in heave#. |

| Lere is m& new neighborhood - it is truly a new dimensicn of
life on earth.‘ Tha% born-again joy caused me some distractions infassim—
i
ilating one dimensién with the other. ‘I_didn't know what to do with it}
My transparent self+, 80 aptly described in Sidney M. Jourard's ingight

book, suddenly becaﬁe nakedly exposed and vulnerable. When succour was
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sought from the one or two smown places and persons the good-will was
present but the powér I needed to help me was lackingz. Iy absymal lack
of knowledge of the Scriptures was never so deplored as during that
tine, because I wasjunable even to help myself think. The best I

could do was to merrize certain passages 1 read which impartéd strength
wisdom, or inspiratﬁon to my weak sbtruggles., DBooks of prayers gave me
insight through theiwords of others into the na?urevof God as revealed
tc the daifferent wr;ters. I wanted with all my highest desire to pray -
but I could not. M& groanings tc God must have been intelligible to

Iim because at a #efy crucial point, our Fellowship meetings were
arranged and T was included among those persons invited to meet in your
home at Burtch. Asiour‘Fellowship increases in depth, I am strength-

|
ened in my belief that God has ordained us to be yokefellows, and that

|
those who are added to our number, either just briefly, or as sharing

.
1

believers, have beeﬂ given to us in Iis Providence as well. This

|
hope has besn my su&;".taining encouragenent to travel those miles weekly
or twice monthly. ﬁhe incradible revolution of Joy was transpiring in
mny soul found aﬁ ac%eptable outlet not possible in any of my other
Christian associati&ns; Your concern fur ne in those struggling days
wes ny first experidnce in Upper Room Christianity. Our Lord's Divine
Presence was first éade known tc me when, after I had revealed an exX=
perience of deeﬁ significance to me; tc you and Ruth and John, that

o . .
you said two vords ﬁ had not previously associated with myself "The

\

Comforter." The Scripture you gave me to read gave me great assist-
| .

ance., You and John, and now Paul, always seem te know exactly where

what I need to‘know\is found in the Scriptures, for those Words spesk
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always to my deepest needs - I can never thank you enough'for knowing
and then caring enoygh to share this with me.

. As I readjand re-read the passages wherse Jesus describes His
heavenly gift of su%taining Love, my throat would close and nyv eyes
£ill with tears. I%vor would I forget the moment when I first knew
Love., Remembrance of the holiness brings me now into His very
Presence. Iy wretchedness becomes my strength because Iie has touched
ne. Where else couid I say all %this except to one another in bur
little group, AllanF (How I long for my loved ones to have friends
like this too - cne§ who give us the encouragement found in loving
famiiy relétionahip%.) |

Our gathelrings have undergone miraculous changes. Ny owﬁ
feeble expression o& Thanksgiving is received by God and granted deep,
often unspoken comm%nion with Christ and those gathered. Hig love en-
compaéses all our n?eds, present and world-wids, as we seek His
biessed favour in iptercession.

Fervency has increased in our prayers since we first ga—
thered; I was never}so hayrpy as the nisnt those visitors with the
Pentecostal personalities visited us. That was a real prayer-meeting
at least for me, anﬁ from then on I was never to be satisfied until I
ecould participate ib like manner. Oh,.how they loved the Lord in |
word and song the wﬁole evening; they never stopped thanking Him and
Praising Him and ju%t talking to Ifim naturally, or saying "thank you
Lord", in the middl%‘of silent prayer. Therg was discussion about

speaking in tongueé between some who did, and some who did not, and

1 remember now beiﬂg partially amused with the expression, and partly
|



16

curious as to what possible commection it could have with ﬁhrist, Who
by now, wes becominy my 3uide. He has found my vulnerability, and
whenever He wishes me to ligten, briﬁgs a vision of Himgelf to my mind.
I have had "vision%" as long'as I can remember from time vo time, dut

it was only in recall that one spoke to me of God; there was never ur-
gency connected with them in the past, and to my peril, I see now how
often I ignéred Hig blessed Guidance,

Soon afteE the Full Gospel Business lien's Counvention in May
last year, when you& life was changsd, our group discussions centred
noticeably on the aptivities of the Joly Spirit amongst our membars
and in the lives ofjsome of our visitors. The discussions of "Tongnes®

. a8 being a gift of @hrist to those whom He baptizes into His Spirit
fcaptured my interes&. I sought in the Scriptures and rsad as many
bocks on the subjeck as I could find or were given to me by you "boys",
during the summer m%nths. Here, once again, was that great hunger to
know Christ and if %his was from Eim, I wanted it too - the Baptism I
mean - for as yai, he Lord's Holy Spirit was not known to me as a
Person of the Trini&y. My fecund imaginatiqn.could nct conjure even
a mere hint as to tﬁe meaning, but my thirst would not be deniéd.

When our ﬁellowship mst in the Fall, once again, I could
not express enough of the love in my heart for you and Johmn so in be-
tween our mestings & began more regularly and with greater insight
to pray for you, anh your families, and your church's witnéss. There
was a great surge o% divine energy geunsrated within me,.that gignificant
change in my abilit& to asccomplish tasks dome in Christ's Name and

.willingness to give}my testimony whenever I was given opportunity was
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more and more evidept. No cne cornmented to me about it until the morn~—
ing service in which I sang wmy first solo in ten years. The niracle
wag not in the solo, but that "(Christ bad put a.new song in ny mouth,
even praises unto our God", by restoring to me the ability to sing for
Him. Eaving share&,this great joy with our fellowship circle, I was
pleased to be askedjto sing in your church, Allan, since it was be-
cause of 6ur good relationghip that I received courage to sing out
during the sing—somgs we had around the piano in YOur home. My self-
confidence was resﬂored. Our fellowship maintains meaning for ne
whether we are tog%ther in your home or ssparated, and has contrib-
uted to my support when I have been otherwise spiritually alone, such
support as I imagine you might feel when delivering a sermon knowing
that someone is upholding you in prayer. Anyway, I should not try to
analyze - I only kmow that without our fellowship group I would have
nc one.to whom to ‘ta‘}lrn for spiritual support and encouragement; So
when my voice retuﬁned, there was no happier place for me to begin
solo singing than gt Burtch, and to give "our" testimony in song at
the anniversary SGEV1ce in Tamanuel wiwh all our group sitting en-

|

couragingly in the 'front pews. IHearing Mr. Evans speak too, greatly
|

strengthened my desire to know more of Christ's riches. It was at

|
this service that I saw Paul again, after many years, and if you can
accept my word abodt anything here, you will know my meaning when I
say that God fllled me with the same loving concern for hlm as I have
for you and John. 1Paul talked to me about his experience with Christ,

and how he had received the Baptisi into the Holy Spifit. T expressed

my distress and longing for scme release from the joy mixed with pain

-
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bullding within me. There was someday coming a bursting-point, liter-
ally! Cnce again, that indefinable sense of fellowship strengthened me
as Paul'c Qhristiaﬂ concern was related into prayerful action. Christ's
outreach to me that night through Paul, and later through Alf. and Pat
has been all the release I have needed to receive the gift of speaking
in tongues. If th&y could care about ne that much, and help, how much
more did Christ, my;Lord, and ny God. Thelr beautiful chant-like
prayer in the Spiri% on my behalf insnired the faith and trust required
in receiving this ;&eat gift~fron our Lord. Jesus stood beforelme and
His Spirit quietly &lowe& over and thrcugh. I was whispering thouzhis
of love to Him in a%languaga'not previously known to me. It was not

at all like other ogcasions when I had struggled to speak words that
could not come - oulFov. l7t£, 1969, the ease and delight with which
now the sounds pouréd from me was, in comparison the difference spoken
of in Scriptures asiwith‘Flesh and Spirit, and the kingdowm of earth

and the Kingdom of God. I an now enjoying a peace within never even
hoped for beforse. éli ry lack and mﬁ newness is being constantly com-
péhsated through Hiﬁ each time I enter the chamber of prayer throush
our 1ord*s Spirit. ?BB is building me up to be useful in Ilis Kingdom.
When I am faithful %nd’ obedient to the urging of the Spirit I quickly
respond by praying &n His Spirit through the new language He gives. I
do not know what I %m saying. I just keep my request, or my loved ocme,
or the stranger, or|you "boys"; before Hinm in my mind, and His words
pray what I should be praying, but cannot. He knows and provides for
all for whom I prayL and with the vatience He gives when I am yielded,

I know that one day; t00, I will be ernabled to pray in Bnglish through
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His powef for the benefit of others, even as His power reached and
lifted me through intercession.

The testimony to. follow is the most difficult to include
and yet it is part lof my witness and must be included.l I am certain
that you will not iﬁterpret ny conviction of Missions as a "relig-
ious spres.™; but aﬁso thankful that Christianity cannot be ex~
plained but imparted. This gives me confidence to say that my spirit-
ual diet was milk for so long, and with the changé to meat I can only
partially digest of&entimes; The process of assimilation and under-
stending isg progres%ing, but slowly. When we first met at Burtch, I
often felt guilty tpat I should be receiving so much Christian Fell-
owship other than in my own local clmrch. I wondered if I should be
enjoying myself so ﬁuch, and from a false sense of loyalty, cogitated
discontinuing our r@lationship through regular gatherings. In a voice
as clear and vivid,;as if speaking beside my sar instead of inside my
ear, God said, "Don't let the church hold you back". I was puzzled
at firset, but came to know the full implication of those words as cir-
cumstances and occagion to serve elsewhere wouldvbring then 4o my mind.
Always they guide m% to.the Truth; as a witness I submit our Monday
evening gatherings and what happened so marvellously in my life because
of them,

I want to! share with you tco, how my lesson in the meaning of
hunility was given to me by our Lord Jesus when He washed my feetv in the
Spirit. -Allan, 1 c?nnot tell you about this sacred timé. There arse no

English words or any other ones which would do anything but profane

- that which was gran%ed my spirit's sight. There is this I must tell
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you, though, that in searching for the account which I knew was in the
Gospels, I was spoken to again through the text "You do not know what
I am doing, but you will later."” TYou see, I had been standing at my
kitehen sink, peeling potatoss when His Spirit overcame me and reduced
me to helplessness.

A week l%ter in your home the touch of His Hand through our
Fellowship gave to me the ¢ift of heavenly langusge, and during the ex-
perisnce my Lord ajpeared to me as He did in the garden to Mary Magdal-
ene. The vision, ﬂhe'Love, Joy, and Peace of the moments with Him there
has never left me nor the message that I am "to tell the disciples,® I
have seen the Lord#

Can you understand how then when I was shopping after that,

His urgings prompted me to ®*go immedistely to the Divinity School' and

I went down the hiﬂl and into the school? There was a Baval record I

should return someﬂime, so I took it along, but the urgings hﬁd to do \
with Miss Tupper fér some reason unknown to me at the time, Upon -
arrival I found Miss Tupper's office door almost closed, she was en-

gaged in conversatﬂon, and the school office door was closed as well,

The Spirit was stiil guickening me when I gave my record to someonse

else and then'left4 *What do you want me to do, Loxd", I gSked. I

did not f£ind out tﬂat day, or until ycu asked me to participate in

youi thesis in this personal way, mentioning that Miss Tupper is your

Professor and of cohrse, would be reading your thesis including this

testimony. My exp&rience and visit ﬁo the Divinity School was not to

gee Misé Tupper but to assure me to-day as I write this fof you that

I am within His Will. Otherwise, I would have been very ueasy. I
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have.learned that my own understanding of anything is of no value.
God's approval has an unmistakeable mark of power and authority come
pletely beyond all imaginery signs.

In our Fellowship let us continue to watch, and pray that we
will remain faithful to His Holy Will,

"Praise the Lordi®
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A STUDY OF SMALL GROUPS

l. The Place of the Small Group in Renewal of the Church

After our group had been formed I soon became aware of other
groups that had suddenly sprung up in other homes. It seems that
people everywhére have a deep longzing for some depth in human relas-~
tions that is lacking in most human contacts to-day. Efen within the
institutional church small cell groups have sprung inﬁo existence for
one reason or anotﬁer in every denomi?ation - séme for prayer and
Bible study or stu&y of particular books, ete. Other groups are &im-
Ply sharing groups:where people are enabled to come alive as it were
and become whole pérsons through the lovingz atmosphere that surrounds
them and tﬁrough the power of the;Ebly Spirit; Some groups like our
own are rather ill#definsd‘and have a shared leadership. Ir. Ted
Byfield in his booﬁ Just Think, lMr. Dertca describes a group of

. |
laymen of the‘Anglican Church (in Winnipeg) who meet on Thursday

evenings to share QXperiancés, to seek one another's advice and to
pray together for dne another., The structure was very informal.
They met in order ﬁo build each other up and to propagate the Gospel.
To bring individuais to Christ. Mr, Byfield describes the group as
pretty poorly defined. "There is no definite form or comstitution
to it., You should 'think of it only as a sroup of Christians tr&ing
to practise their faith the best way they can and sharing the common
objective‘of bringing new people into the faiﬁh. This way the group

22
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grows, of course. 'Eventually it divides and propogates. People move
1

away, or other groups are formed from it".

2. Interaction of ?ersons in the Group

A great deal has been written in recent years on 'church
renewal' and the ministry of small groups within the larger body of -
the institutional c¢hurch, It is the hope of these writers that as
the individuals Wiﬁhin these groups come alive the church too will

find new lifse.

Clyde Reid's book Groups Alive - Church Alive can be used
as a basic handbook in one's understanding of small group dynamics,
lir. Reid believed very strongly that small groups can provide ome of
the ways for church remnewal. Lir. Reid is on tha_staff of the Insti~
tute for Advanced Pastoral Studiss in Bloomfieldeills, Michigan,
working with the Director Dr. Reuel liowe. TFor the past eight years
he has worked with small groups there and at Union Theclogical Sem-
inary in N@W‘Ybrk.; I intend at this Hime to draw heavily upon Clyde
Reid's insight and iexperience in order to exsmine the principles of
group process and dynamics.

Mr. Reidjamphasizes the tremendous potential small gfoups
have for releasingjthé real ministry of the church. He states that

the creative uses of small groups

in the life of the church are many.
They can be structured to help youth
endounter each other and their faith

more profoundly, They can provide
the context for a meeting betwseen youth

1
Ted Byfield, Just Think, Mr. Berton, (Winnipeg: The
Company of the Crogs, 1965, p. 1Q4.



and adults that can help bridge the
generation zap. Groups can bring
persons into deep comrxmmnication across
the racial and class barriers which
seem so impenetrable at times, They
can Help persons digcover themselves
and their identity.

}r. Reid envisions cliurches alive to the present needs of the congre-
gation within which people are known and are loved and where they
share each other's burdens. Ie states:

I see churches in which thers is a
deeper immer life through a variety
of small groups; and because of that
vital immer life, a genuine reaching
out to the world 3@ ' journey inward,
journey outward.'

(a) 3roup Contract

%

&

ir. Reld pcints out that the basic task of any new group is
- t0 make some important decisions about the life of the group which can
be thouzght of as the teroup contract.” Evefy group needs to work out
an agree:ent as toithe prurvoses for which its mewbers are gathered to-
Jether. & group, éf course,. lay have several purposes. It nay ueet ,
for intellectual s#iﬁulation af well as for personal sharing. Tﬁe

size of the group should be counsidsys’, .ue 1deal size seems to be

from & to 12 members. When a . roup becomes too large or is consgtantly

changing, it becones very difficult Tor persons to imow each other in

any depth. Another important Jactor is the composition of the group

2 ‘
Clyde Reéid, Grouns Alive - Church Alive, (Wew Yoxrk;
Harper & Row, Fublishers, 1969), D.29

3

Tbid, P.30., Clyde Reid supnorts Elizabeth 0'Commor's
position expressed'in her book Joumney Inward, Journey Outward.
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as to age, sex and educatiocnal level. In our particular group we have
found it extremely valuable frorn the beginning to have people of di-
verse backgrounds. It should be decided how often the group neets,
what night and for how long, etc.s Lir, Reid also points out that it is
important for a grour Ho establish the level of intersction for its
neetings. For instance, sorme grouns are able to combine intellectual
discussion of theizr falth with personal sharing of their difficulties
in livin; the faith. The imvortant thing is for the group to have a
clear agreament as to their contract so that expectations are not con-
stantly frustrated. Another necessary slement of the small group is
leadership. A leader may ve anpointed by the group. If Bible study '
is the purpose of the group, for instaunce, it would be appropriate
that a biblical scholar be chosen. (i.e. the pastor) The group may
have a shared leadership depending on who is the host for the evening.
Another important element of the sroup contract is agreement on the
group disciplines wpich the nmembers are prepared to accept = €.8.
(a) to mttend all meetings, if possibile
{v) to read ‘the material agreed upon by
“the' group prior tc the cviscussion
(e) to pray regularly for each uember of
the group
(d) to begin and close sach meeting with
- five minutes of silence, and
{(e) to have coffee availzble but to serve
no food at meetings.

It is important that the menrbers have discussed and agreed

upon and drawn up the guidelines for their group. Ideally, each

3
Ibid, peil.
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nember ought to have a copy of the group contract for his owm guidance.
in doing this there will be greater loyalty to the group on the part of
each nembeT.
(b) Process
It is soon evident upon joining a small cell group, that each
group has its own personality. In some groups that I have visited there
is a more frank and open atmosphere which was refreshing and healthy.
Another group which meets in Paris was much more spontaneous in its wor-
ship and praise; the group was openly Pentecostal. Much to my surprise
this group's boistrousness did not disturb me as I sensed the presence
and love of God in the room. What I am saying is that each and every 1
group has its own dynamics. As lir. Reid states:
you can't have a group without dynamics
being present.... The dynanics are the
forces that operate to hold the group
together and determine the quality of its
life. Those dynamics may be positive,
negative or meutral. When they are positive
and people in a group seem to be getiting : !
along ﬁappily and productively, there is ‘
little need to be concerned about the
dynamics of the situation. Howsver, when
. the interaction between group members is
negative and unproductive, or even neutral
and lukewam, we need to know what pro-
cesses are blocking communication,
Reid further suggests that the best way to become sensitive
to the dynamics of a small group is to attend a human relations lab-

oratory or to take a special course in group relations. However, most

of us have not had ithe opportunity. IHe recognizes this difficulty and

3 :
Ibid, pesb-47.
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outlines ways in which we may become more sensitive to what is happan-
ing within the group.

1. Group climate. Perhaps the firgt thing we would notice

is the emotional tone or climate of the group - whether it is warm
and friendly, or cold and formal, joyful, or neutral; whether members
experience rejection or whether there is any hostility shown and if so
how the situation is being handled. Often you will see individuals
become very argumeﬁtative and then they will retreat and become com-
pletely silent. It is helpful if we can be aware of the changes of
the emotional tone of a session and why. The climate can help or
hinder the group in achieving its zoal., .

2. Pattemmns of participation. It is important to be aware

of who does the talking and who does mot. An observant person can
soon pick up the patterns of participation in ths group.

One very simple tool which the average
person may find userful in obgerving pat-
terns of participation is known as the
flow chart.

| '
This is made by drawing a line from the
pefson who speaxs toward the person {o
whor: he directs his couunent. If he
makes a comment direchted to the whole
group, the line may simply end in the
middle of the circle. The flow chart
should be used for a short period of
time, to describe interactionéfrom
8.15 to 8.30 or 8.30 to 9.00.

For a particular meeting the leader could ask an individual

to keep such a chart - quietly and unobtrusively.

6
Tbid, p.50-51.
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EVERY GROUP HAS DYNAMICS
FLOW CEART

Barbara
Sue

Nancy

Mary

This can be a very simple way of revealing to the group who
has been dominating the discussion to everyone else's irritation - a
fact they were probably all aware of but 4¥d not xnow how to handle.

3. Flight and engagement or fight and flight. This means

'thé.sudden change‘from.one topi&, say a discussion of the problem of
premarital sexual}relations, wien one of the group confesses his
difficultieé with;the subject, and the sroup moves quickly to a safer
topic., ile must récogniza that there are many reasons why the group
takes flight and it is not necessarily bad that it does. It may be
necessary and good. However, when il seems to be sn unnecessary
avoidance of 'hot' or ’livé‘ issues, a question may be raised about
ite "It is possiﬁle'for a grouy membgr to say, 'I wonder if we did-
n't drop that subject too quickly: if may be uncowfortable, but it

seems to me we need to tzke another look at it.'"7

7.
Ibid, ps52.
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or established, one of the obvious results is leadership competition,
It may ve one individual dlsplavs more aggressiveness than any other
person in the group. The ability to call attention to this problem as
it arices within the group without conderming the individual will allow
the members to accept leadersihip qualities in other individuals in the

EZrouPe.

5. Hidden agenda anxiety. One hidden agenda may be an in-

dividual's concern to hurry and get the meeting over so he can go
home and watch his favorite T.V. programme. Therefore, he may desire
that there be no djscussion of the business and in fact he may be very.
agreeable to everything sugsested in order to get the meeting finished
in time. Another example of hidden anxiety may be the emoction of
anger .or resentment we bring into = meetinz because of an earlier bro-
ken humar relationship. It is Laipful in order to bring it out inte
the o?en and to clqar the air for someone to ask, "I have the feeling
to-night that something is bothering us, and I wonder if anyone else
feels the same way?" Cr someone may say "We ssem to be fiéhting
about everything; what seems to be the troﬁble?“ Hidden. agendas can
take many fomms: ffom the beha#iour of an individual upset over an un-
resolved crisis in;the home, to group behaviour from a sense of loss
because someons hasg dropred out of the group. It must be recognized
that at times the real issue is not proper for group discussion at
that time, and thaﬁ the group will simply have to endure a difficult
session.

6. The Plop. Sometines several good ideas of one person

are léft in the middle of the table, untouched. He may feel as if he
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is being rejected Ey the groun. It riay be because his suggestions were
poorly-timed for the group'é aceepLance. The group was not ready for
the ideas. Also if the ideas were accepted it might iﬁvolve a great
deal of time and effort which the group may be unwilling to expend.
For example, the psrson may have suggested a coffee house ministry to
méet a specific need in the community. The idea was rejected because
of a lack of group comnitment tc meet the need.

| 7. Trust; Level. . Sametimes the trust level changes dramatiﬁ-
ally when one member leaves Or a Nnew person joins'the group., & crisis
shared by the group will deepen the trust leyel. Like group atmos—
vhere, the trust 1§Vel is a dimension of the group process which an ;
untrained person can detect by simply listening to hie feslings. Tou
‘either feel the group is being trustworthy or you do not.

The following is one method to help groups deepen their level

of trust. This method could be used fruitfﬁlly by church groups. It
is called "the proéess of sharing."

First, each group member i1c told that he will
have a specific amount of time {usually five
or six minutes each) in which Ze is to share
one or two incidents from his childhood, one -
or two from his teen years, and one or two
from his adulthood. These should be in-
cidents which he feels have helped to make
him the person he (or she) now is. A Tew
minutes are allowed each person to

think about what he migzht share and jot

down a few notes. At the conclusion of

the five minutes (and the time limits should
be serupulously observed), each person is
asked to share what he considers the

happiest moment of his life. It is simply
amazing How much closer people feel to each
other after having gone though this process
wees It has the limitations of beimg an
entirely verbal exercise, and we now know
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that when we move past the stricitly varbal to
include physical contact, trust can deepen
even mors.

An interesting illustration of the use of
physical contact is the trust-circle exercise
commonly used now in human relations training.
The group stands in a ¢ircle with one member
in the middle. Xeeping his knees stiff amd
Hig feet on the floor, the member in the
middle falls back so that someone in the zroup
mast cateh him and pass him to another in the
circie. 4s he is passed around the circle,
trusting that the group will not drop him, he
fesls physically the supvort he may have sus-
pected the group could provide. This exercise
illustrates the fact that there is a close re~
lation beitween the physical and the emotional,
e relation we have really only begun to dis-

“ cover, Other learnings can emerge from this
experience as well., Some people do not want
others to get close, and tend to shove them
away when they fall in their direction. This
helps to raise for them the problem of how
they deal with intimacy. By calling attention
to how it felt when you were shoved away, you
nay also help a person to allow more close-
ness next time. Often he wants people cloaer
to him but is afraid to allow it or doesn't
know how.

(c) Risk of belng,hbnest. When a person takes the risk of being

honest and frank w1th another, the moment of truth may be painful
for us.- however, tlhe important thing is that he has taken the risk
of opening a learnlng situation, and even of belng regected by the
rest of the group. If they feel his co:ment is unjustlfled and is
eriticizing another;unfairly then the situation is reversed and the
group attacks him. . It becomes a learning situation for him. Reid

points out that many

8
Ibid, P.55-56.
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Christians have the unfortunate idea that

to hurt someone is alwars un~Christian or

unloving. ©On the conbrary, it may be most

loving and Christlike to be honest with a

friend by sharing with hin something he

needs desperately to mow about himself.

This type of experisnce will enable an individual to see himself as
others see him. They are enabling him to change and grow.

Time for evaluation and a willingness to risk honesty can
make the big difference betwseen a dead group and a group of alive
and growing persons who are willing to share life experiences with
cne another for mutual upbuilding. Where is God in all of this?
Surely God works through such interaction among nersons.

We have followed Reid rather closely. Other anthors that

are helpful: Philip Anderson's Church Meetings that lMatter;

John L. Casteel's Sviritual Renewal through Personal Groups;

Sara Little's Learning Together in the Christisn Fellowship; and

Robert Raines' New Life in the Church.
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A LOCK AT OTHER GROUPS

In this chapter we shall look at other groups and compare
them with our fellom;hip. I shall note their similarities and thﬁl
differences that are apparent to me when I compare them with our
fellowship at Burtch.

1. The Potter's House, Washington, D.C.

One such group that has had a world-wide influence in the
area of ciurch renewal is the Church of the Saviour in Washington, D.C.

In the foreward of Elizabeth.O'Connor‘s book Call to Commitment Elton

Trueblood states that it is the most encouraginz.Christian fellow-
ship known to hin because it has taken seriously'the concept that the

church is meant to be a redemptive fellowship. He states that
The explerience of the Church of the Saviocur
is shocking to many sincere Christians.
They are shocked, in the first place, be-
cause it is still small in numbers. To re-
main small when growth is possible is myst-
ifying land faintly un-American. The very
concepqion of making membership genuine
rather than nomingl, and therefore difficult,
is bitterly resented by some, who rightly see
this conception as an implicit criticism of
their own superficial standards of membership.

When so many Christians have an 'edifice com= -
plex', it is shocking for a now famous congre-
gation to have no proper church bgilding. The
modest structure at 2025 llassachusetts Avenue
is not leven called a 'church'. ‘It is simply
the 'EQadquarters’ of the Church of the
Saviour, In it are library, guest rooms,
kitchen, office etc. but no ecclessiastical

33



atmosphere whatever. _The 'church' is not
confined to a spot on lassachusetts Avenus,
but is in the homes and offices and coffee
shop and arts and crafts center and retreat
farm. The church is where the members are
carrying on their ministry....

The feature of the Church of the Saviour
which surprises people most is the practice
of encourasing strong members either to
work primarily outside the fellowship in
nmigsion groups to the unchurched or even to
leave gnd thus be free o join some other
fellowship which needs them,

As Trueblood states one of the unique ideas is:

that people can be called to léave a
fellowship just as they are called to enter
.it, and that they should not leave unless
they are thus called. This means that a
committed member will not leave because of
wanderlust, or even because of better oppor-
tunities for emrloyment in another city,

but only because the opportunity to serve
Christ's cause seems greater. The dedicated
Christian will not make this momentous de~-
cision ‘alone, but will seek the praysriul
judgment of the group before he acts.?

34

This las@ point alone and other aspects of the chirch's life

and ninistry reveal to us what the church can be and become., It makes

. | .
us feel ashamed of ourselves for our lack of commitment,

I should like to examine only one aspect of this unique
church's ministry and outreach into the community. I shall look at

the church's vigion of opening a coffee house, and the disci@lines

1.

Elizabeth O'Connor, Call to Commitment, (New York,

Harper and Row Publishers, 1963), p. ix & X.

2.
Ibid, p.x.
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involved in its successful ministry.to a secular world. The Potter's
House is the church in the liarket Place.

After sharing the idea of holdiny the classes of their Schooi
of Christian Living in a rented room of a restsurant, one small group
suddenly had the vision of allowins the irreligious to ask aloud his
religious questions e.g. "What is the nmeaning of life?" in the atmos-
phere of a coffee House of their own. That first evening in 1958
this idea weas expldred enthusiastically, However, this was not the
group that was to male the dream become a reality.

It was the policy of the church that any new mission group
must have its missﬂon confirmed by the Church Council. The Tavern
Church gained the Church's official recognition and received a
$1,000. allotment out of the church's budget to help the group, now
twelve in number, qstablish its coffee house ministry. OF this
| amount 150, was given to Bsther, who had been askgd at an informal
session to becone ﬁanager of the coffee house, and she enrolled in a
correspondence course given by a hotel training school. However,
most of the trainidg naterial was applicable only to hotels and largs

restaurants.

For many}honths ﬁhe colfee house group held breakfast meet-
ings before Sunday%worship. This was a time of praying, and planning
and dreaming aloud. During this time they searched for a name which
would have religio@s meaning to the group and yet would not alienate

the unchurched., They found it in Teremiah 18:1. "The word that came

to Jeremiah from the Lord: Arise and go down to the potter's house

and there will I let you hear my words."™ Elizabeth O'Connor speaks
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of the discovery thus: -
Jersxiah heard no sermon at the potter's
house. He simply watched a potiter at his
work and saw how he fashioned spoiled clay
into a vessel which was geod. In this he
found the message of God who can do the
same with our danaged lives if we can come
to know that we are creatures made of clay
and place ocurselves wholly in the hands of
the Potter. It was the message we wanted
the coffee houss to hold for the CluY in
which it would be set.”

The methdd of evangelism was to be their common life in
seeking to live ouﬁ the gospel: in being a rsconeiling community, a
community which knéws how to accept and to love. They knew that they
were fully dependent upon the lloly Spirit working in and through
their lives. | |

From the beginning it was hoped that the Potter's House
would attract artists, writers, musicians, and craftsmen, who might

be abls to discovef that their creativity could be identified with

the creative power{of God.

Thers wers great days of dreaming how to make the coffee
house an evangelistic arm of the clurch. They studied evangelisn,
But the problem waé what would they say when they entered into dig-
logue. Thay soon ﬁiscoveréd that they could not be experts on svery

|
subject and they a*so discovered this was not the real need., They
discovered that th@ir role was.to be a'listening peocple, a people
who could be loviné and‘accepting.

‘Through the church's monthly publication outside interest

3 f
Ibid,: p.ll2.
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and financial support were gained., Following the advice of one out-
sider they were led to spend 32,300. on lighting - although this
amount seemed exorbitant. They realize now that more than anything
elge, it has been the lighting'of the coffes house that hss helped
create the desired atmosphere. The artists who have comtributed their
art to hang on the walls are delighted; they comment that their works
have never heen diéplayed under more favourable conditions.

Finally éfter months of looking the group located and
leésed a building in December, 1959, and long before the coffee house
was opened to the public, the Potter's House was interpreting the
church to the hundreds who were dropping in out of curiosity. Artists,
Whén discovering that the walls would be a gallery asked about arrange-
ments for exhibiting. Elizabeth O'Connor states that writers and poets
and actors who hadilearned that there would be readings shared their
dreams and offeredihelpful suggesi;ons. |

After hoﬁrs of labour the renovations were finally completed
and accepted by the Board of Health., The Potterfs House opened to the
public in April, 1@60. In one of the ‘indows they placed a poitter's
wheel, the coffee ﬁouse symbol, and in the other‘window, wooden
shelves were builtﬁto display the work of local craftsmen. The coffee

‘ :

house was an immediate success. FPeople from all walks of life
drcpped in. For e%ample university students came and could stay all
night and spend only twenty-five cemts. They felt "it was the one

place in Washingtoﬁ they could feel a peace."4 The Potter's Ilouse

Ibid, p.118. -

be



38

wes carried as a featured story in several different publications.
Consequently, it was not long before every nigat tﬂe place was jammed.
The very success created problems for the group ministry. And yet be-
hind the noise, and bustle , there was felt a peace not often found in
our world to-day. ‘The question has often been asked "Why is this
Place different?®™ The difference is God is to be found in this place
through the;ministﬁy of persons,

Ministeré often brought boards and members with them to
visit the Potter's House. One minister said that he discovered thers
what it meant to bé a servant people, and he recognized that this con-
cept of the church{had nearly been lost by him and his peorpls, |

For the members of the group ninistry the Potter's House be-
came a unigue classroom in the School of Christian Living. The origin-
al group of twenty had to be enlarged considerably because of the
guccess of the coffLe hougse. Pecple from all walks of life were
teamed together to gerve and walt on tables., They had to masber un-
familiar eqguipment gnd perform tasks that were equally unfamiliar.

I

People were often tpamed together whose personalities clashed under

the pressures of trying‘to keep up with the orders. Often neat and
orderly persons were teamed with careless and disorganized ones. Tem-
pers clashed! Ther% was a need within their own ranks 4o learn about
acceptance and forg%veness. Elizabeth O!'Connor ﬁarvels that they sur-
vived the pressures of these early months. She states that they did

so because of the p?ayers that brought thg vigion of a coffee house in-

to being. The exprésso coffee machine was replaced by cne that was

threse times the'sizé of the original. The group has learned to take

-
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directions  from one who oversees the operation for the evening.
Out of the trials and tribulations of the early months, an
order or cocvenant of discipline was drawn up. Thie is in addition to

the church's discipline which, as noted earliér, ig part of the life

of all members of the Church of the Saviour. The Rule for the members
of the Potter's Ebupe reads as follows:

Friend,, you declare by your membership in
the Congregation of the Potter's House that
The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
called you to belong to him, has called
you alsp to be on mission to His world

' through this venture of His church. As
the wor@ of the Lord came to Jeremiah say-
ing, 'Go down to the potter's house and
there I will cause you to hear My word,’
so0 from on high must you have heard this
voice, watched the potter at his work,
seen how the clay was spoiled in his hand
and how he took.it and made another vessel
as seemed zood tc him to do, and then
heard deep within, God saying, 'Friend,
can I not do with you as the potter has
done? ehold, like the clay in the
potter'ls hand, so are you in 1% hang.'
Your life is to be yielded to the hand of
the Pot&ar that you shall be to those who
gather in the Potter's Ilouse the bearer
of this message, a witness to God's re-
-deeming love in Jesus Christ.

The Assdchate menmbership is for those persons who ére not
yet members. cf the bhurch of the Saviour but have taken two or more
/ | ) ‘
courses in its Schopl of Christian Living and who share in the
' church's life and desire to serve in the mission of the Potter's

House.

The Rule lof the Potter's Fouse for its Associgte members

reads as follows:

5. ‘
Ibid, p.l22,
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You declare by your assoc¢iate membership.
in the Congregation of the Potter's House
your hunger for God in Christ and your be-
lief that you can best come to know Him
&8 you :ghare in the common life of His
people.. You no longer belong to the num-
ber of those who have never heard the
words of Christ nor touched the church .
of Christ. The Congregation of the Potter's
House is part of His Body. Christ is the
Head of this people. He is in the midst
of them, but He is.also out yonder in His
world.,  To share in the common life of
this community is to share in a life of
worshiﬁ, prayer and sgudy - g life of
loving and of giving.

|

There are also others who serve as emergency standby per-
sonnel; these peopﬂe usually are involved in egnother mission group.
before the coffee ﬁousa opens euxch night, the group on duty meets for
worship, study andftime of sharing of insights gained have enabled
thoée who are serving tables to be able to share with those with
whom they come intq contact.

2. Firehouse Drovp-In Centre, Sioux Falls

Other grdups have patterned similiar coffee house ministries

after the ministry of the Potter's Xouse. They have a special read-
ing course and group study on Christiau Living before they begin to
wait on tables andjthey have evolved similiar rules of discipline

and covenants for the groud's ministry. One such dynamic group min-
igtry is the Fireh&use Droprn Centre in Sioux Falis, South Dakota
where the Rev. Rogér Frederickson and his laymen work side by side in

a ninistry of outreach.

6o
Ibid, p.123.



3. The Steuvrirs Stiones Restaurant, Toronto

In Toronte, the Rev., George LeRoy left a suburban pastoraste

because he had a vision. In a complete step of falth with very little

financial backing he has opened the Stepping Stones Restaurant in the

Torkviile area. Ie ;eft the postorate "to seek the losth gerving then
coffee and FTood without charce. It is hic desire to share with them
the Gespel of our Dord and Baviour Jesus Christ. Some of those whon
he has won tc Christ are ncw working with him to win others to Christ.

This ministry is lelss then a 7sar old. During the summer 1969 over

one thousand young peovple came in and out of the Stepping Stcnes Res—

taurant. Painted on the walls in péychedelic colours are many ull-

identified scripturp verses on love, Often these messages on the
walls act as a springboard for discuscion about God's love. George

and his co-workers are able tc demonstrate and tell young people that

L. . e
they love them and that od loves them. Nany a teenager has been
‘ ‘
helped and has been reunited with his family because of the ministry
|

of reconciliation tbat is taking place. George Le Roy is planning to

have the Stevping Stone Restaurant inccorporated; the board of direct-

‘ . ; .
ors of the mission will have a strong interdenominational evangelical

base. He sess the Peed of extending the ministry to include a half-
way house. The group around him are exercising e charismatic min-
istry, a faith ministry seeking to live out togzether the Christian

life led by the Holy Spirit.

L. Distinctive Features of the Burtch Group

Basically}our group is somethinz of a hybrid between the

Keith ¥iller (The Taste of MNew Wine) type of group and some of the



dynaxmic housge group&. As In many groups, there is an emphasis upon
sharing and loving‘@ne anotlhier plus a recognition of the presence and
work of the ioly Spirit.

Perhaps to date the balance has been more toward thé empha-
sis on the Holy Spi#it than on honest sharing, although there has

|
definitely been some of the latbter., On the charismatic side I em in-

|
cluding "worship in the Spirit" an important part of most meetingse.
It is often during our worship and praise that different persons
assume leadership at various times. The worship is completely free
and spontanecus - nbthing is planned. The psalms, choruses and songs,
a passage of scriptﬁre - maybe only a verse - are important elements;
praise and thanksgiying are the essence of our worship. Very often
we have a separate &ime of prayer és we pray for speéial needs
amongst our sroup, our families, our churches in ministering one to—an;
other as nembers of;the Lody of Jesus Christ.

| .

Our group| is not organized for a special mission as the
following groups arp: The Potter's Ilouse, Firehouse Drop~-In Centre,
_and the gtepping S Sones Restaurant. .ur missioz or goal is to
build sach other upiin the Spirit so that we may be more effective
gservants of the Lorﬁ where le has placed us. For instance, we do
not have g covenanﬁ as mogt other froups. If there is & meeting in
any oné of our ownichurches then it comes first. Our concern is
that our group will not compete with or interfere with our partici-

paticon in the minisitry of our resmective local churehes. You will

recall the diversiﬂy of our :lembers - Baptist, Fellowship Baptist

X

7. ‘
Keith [iiller, The Taste of llew Wine, (Waco, Word Books,
1965), In this boqk the groups mentioned emphasize sharing and study.



and United -~ and from several different._congregations. 4 couple of
our nuw.iber, partly because of tlheir bremendous spirituél growth, are
exercising a positi&e influence in‘their'own churches. Another big
differerce is that Erom the beginning we refused to be bound to a set
of study books. ﬁe;a:c not a study grour. However, books are freely
circulated among the group memvérs and ideas are shared. Our group
in one sense has unbonsciously been misgionary minded. Our discov-
eries about God and ourselves are SO strong and fresh that we mmust
share our experiencis with others., .5 a result of our sharing ve-
yond the group we have had nany (ifferent persons out tc some of our
nmeetin s duiring the' past year. i Tew of then hﬁve become regular
members of the grou@; at least one ihas initiated a new sroup in his

commmity.
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GO CLUSIOT

The following .are suidelines we have used and guidelines I
would use in the fuﬁura. Wle have souzht to discover the mind of the
|
Spirit and to move mith idn. In a recent conversation with John Ay
we agreed that we wpuld not change this approach another time. Spe-
cifically, we fegl ihat God calls us to iove one another and that
whatever havpens thﬁs is baéic. The structure of the group is quite
free; thers is roomifor the individual to participate and contribute
as he may feel led.
From the insights gained from our sroupy and as a result of
‘studying Clyde Reid%s discussion of group dynamics I would feel quite

free to ster in andfdraw it to the attention of the whole group that

. .| .. . . . .
a certain person is monopolizing tne discussion and that certain other

persons are becoming squelched, This situation has made some members
reluctant to becomeiinvolved in our aiscussions. Somehow, these in-
dividuals will have to be lovingly encouraged to participate. TWe
have discovered thak we can learn froa each other's exneriences and
struzgles. ThatvisL we can minister tc ome another.

Each timejwe mieet, especia’ly when new persons are brought
into the fellowship, we are aware that the situation is a new one.
e sach have our ow# needs aﬁd we have brought these needs, anxieties,
and hopes into the ;ituation to be met by Christ.

L
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Fron the beginnin:: the woprd to us has been that we love one
another. ‘e have lkarned too the value of spontaneous worship led by
3 Y - ‘ . - 3 3
the Spirit. We have learned the inportance of giving opportunity for

those who need and @esire such spiritual ministry to receive this type
of ministry. We re%ognize that we agre in many differsnt sbages of
spiritual developmeﬁt with a variety of needs. Our ultvimate goal is
perféct union of lowe in Christ with a éonsequant outflow of loving
service to a needy world. However, we must wait for one another for
God sees many needsito meet in each of us personally before we reach
fullness of love to?ether. The 1lloly Spirit knows of the pariticular
needs of the member$ of the group and directs so that in one way or
another theSQ needs%are being net along the way. This does not mean
that the gfoup1is, ?ven temporarily, bturned in on itself and isolated,
for its members are%associated also with other situations and oppor-
tunitiss for practiéing love outside the group. Through the group

Co .
meeting_(and by a c@nsciousness of a continuing fellowship even when
apart) we receive encouragement and help to live for Christ wherever
God has placed us. One of our members is exercising an intercessory

|

mninistry. Iecause @f her prayers for us as pastors and as laymen
‘ .

and for our families our lives are being blessed by the Lord. IHer

life, her family—life, her witness and ministry in her church in turn
is being used of thé Lord, ‘Thanks be to God, He can use everyone of
us, and remcld us f@r we are like clay and He is the Potier,

In seculai educatibn to=-day, learning in small groups is
prevalent from the %arly elementary grades riht on into secondary

"school.
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Thé social purpose of grouping is to provide opportunity for
each child te develbp self discipline to contribute to the discussions
and to achieve resPéct for what others contribute. The educational ob-
jective is to proviée opportunity for a child to follow a particular
interest, to discovér new facts by experimentation, to organize infor-

|

mation and make use c¢f all types of material such as books and per-
iodicals, hobbies and projects.l
Constant evaluationjtakes vlace within the groupe.

It is thegbelief of the educators who advocate small groups
"within the classroom that it is more important to equip children to
get along with peophe in later life than to put im thousands of facts
many of which they soon forget. The principles of group dynamics

are certainly evident within the classroom situation. Sara Little in

her book I earnlngrﬂovether in the C 1rlst1an Fellowship emphasizes

that the individualfs original motivation becomes strengthened as his
needs and values aﬁe being met through his participation in the fellow-
ship of a small group. As he gives nore of himself, his motivation

to learn and to beﬂopg to the fellows:i. becomes stronger. It is
possible within the fellowship of a Christian group that a person may

2
have a confrontatiqn with his Lord.

'

1.
A classroom project evolved around a boy's interest in
building model caré The class was 4divided into interest groups.
For example, cone group chose engine parts. They used a working model
of a V8 engzine and 'they explained how the various parts worked, Their
presentation tau; hﬁ the whole class what they had learned,
pPrex
e ‘
Sara thtle, Learning Togebher in the Chrlstlan
Fellowship, (Rlchmdnd Va., John Inox Press, 19¢0), p.63.
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The groul process as a metlod to be used in learning was
pioﬁeered within.thé churchi. Let us examine the objective for Christ-
ian Rducation as stgted in the curriculwn plan devised by Co-op-
erative Curriculum Project of the following denominations: Advent
Christian Church, Afrioan i:ethodist Episcopal Church, American Bap-
tist Convention, Ch?istian Churches (Disciples of Christ), Church of
the Brethern, Church of God, Church of the Nazarene, Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church, Tﬁ@ Evangelical United Brethern Church, Liennonite

Church, The Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church in Canada, The Pres-
{

byterian Church in U.S., The Protestant Episcopal Church, Southern
|

Baptist Convention, United Church of Canada.
e .

STATENENT CF TIE OBJRCTIVE
Thé objéctive For Christian education is
that all persons be aware of God through'
his self-disclosure, especially his redeem-
ing love as revealed in Jesus Christ, and
that they respond in faith and love - to
the end [that they may know who they are
and whatll their hwan situation mesns, grow
as sons 0f God rooted in the Chrisbtian
community, live in the Spirit of God in
every relationship, fulfill their commuon
disciplqship in the world, and abide in
the Christian hope. 3

Within thel small group, each person Can ninister to the
others in loving, in!accepting and in encouraging them to grow
!
spiritually. Within%the fellowship of the group (community) we dis-

cover the reality of God's presence as we struggle together in

searching out answers .to life's questions. To me the experience of

e

3. | | -
The Church's Educational IMinistry: A Curriculum Plan,
(St. Louis, Missouri, The Dethany Press, 1365). p.8.
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being part of a sha#ing group has been one of the most stimulating and

spiritually enriching experiences of my life. I believe for adult and

young adult groups and teens such a group exverience of gharing and of
. | -

discovery together could be one of the most exciting ways of commun-

icating the Gogpel. Terhaps it ceén be seen as the most meaningful way

of communicating the Gospel in our society to-day which has become so

impersonal.
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