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A Survey of the S%ruggle of Religious Liberty.
I the Syr——make vou free, ye shall be free indeed. (The Master)
"iéis liberty aione that gives the flower
Of fleeting life its lustre z2nd perfume;
Mnd we are weeds without it. AL constraiﬁﬁy
Fxcept what wisdom 1lays on evil men is evil. (Cowper)

Man has =2 right te 1ife; his inheritance, the fruit of his toil,
to liberty and self-determination. The most pnrecious of 21l liberties,
and the strong foundation of 211 other libérty is SbulrLibertygthe |
priceless gift to man from God, , |

According to the philospphy of the son of Sirack wisdbm hovers like
the clouds until it takes root in an honourable people. It is thus with
Liverty, 2ll great ideas, and comprehensive systems, they take root with
ar honourable people.

Dr. Lieber in "Civil Liberty’ and Self Government® persistently
repeats that the Anglo Saxons are the natufal pioneers of Liberty and
in particaular stétes that "English liverty has been under a remagkable
guidance of the divine Ruler of men: that justice, order ,stability,
freedom has beenbreconciled in it in a wonderfdl way: that its capacity
of progress,without revolution, sets it up as a model and guide to the
nations, " ’

Tarcugh the long}years two ideas have been in endless antagonisn,

The idea of zbselutism and the idea of individualism, the idea of

‘autocracy and the idea of democracy. These ideas have found expressien

worid-wide in both civil and ecdlesiasticdl rezalms and often met in”
battie. The cone is the law of the jungle: the other the law of human

brotherhood.
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As ‘we pzss in review the struggle for religilous liberty,we
discern that it has not only been for the people but it,azs well,
has been by the people. Among the earliest and greatest champions
of Soul-Liberty have been men and women of humble origin and moderate
attainments ani this not without sufficient csuse. History records

the names of few, who, exalted by thelr position, birth, e&ucation;

| etc. 2bove the grosser evils of tyranny, TRa% have been active

leaders in the war against cruel injustices. Thefehave not £eit the
chafing of the shackles/ nor known the shame of thraldom/an& therefore
are not often the fii'st to espouse or most active to lead in the
sublimest movements of reform. | e

Definitions have a value but what words could adequateiy analyse
and describe the nature, magnitude and grandeur of the idea—Freedon!
Liberty is founded in the sacredness of conscience. There is a fiat
abeve all human law. This law is written on the heart of man'by the
finger of God.."We must obey God more than man® £ills the emancipated
spirit with ever-growing reverence. FEvery men stands or fslls te bis
own Lord. Réligious;ﬁiberty is as 0ld as Christianity itself and
always had its defenders in times of be;secution as in peace.

It has‘been defined as:-—"The absolute right of every human é@ul
to approach and worship God for himself, without any priestly or
parental,proxy.“ Another;'the wording of Sydney Snith,will suffice
for our purpose:-~-"That a man shoﬁli hold, without pain or pgnélty,
any religious opinion and choose for his instruction in the business
of salvation agy gﬁide whom he éleases;’care being taken that the .

teacher and its doctrine injure neither the policy nor the morals

of the country,m




There is a wide difference hetween Toleration anid Liberty. The
one is a concessiony, the other a right: +the one is a matter of exped-
iency, the other a principle: the one is a gift of man, the other a ‘
gift of God, Toleration is generally the entering wedge for religious

liberty and legal equality. Toleration always implies a state religlon.

On the part of civil authority the process of reform,generally, has been
persecution, tolerance, liberty. In a free country nobody wants to be
. 7 ! ’
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tolerated for his religious,opiwians or sacred opinions. It may be

sought and accepted as:;bmpromise/bﬁt to the noble spirit, it is spurned
as an insult. "Official Churches® and "Tolerated Sects" on the Continent;
the "Established.Church" and "Societies of Dissenters” in England: are
politicéréligious discriminating terms 'carrying insult and grave
injustice to myriads of the noblest and most valuable subjects in their
individusl civil realms.

Freedom has served as a watchword‘and battle symbol down the line
cf human events, fokmenting moral and .<_re'ligiou's upheavals as marvellous
as those which geology records.

In her name , "Eloquence has pronounced its grandest orations:’
Statesmanshiy has enacted its wisest and most enduring staﬁuesz poetry
has sung its sweetest and mo st plaintive measures: in the néme_of
Liberty,poetry has borne ifs heaviest burdens and breathed its
divinest prayers. = In her nam; millions of the urknown , such as the
veomen of England, America, the Peasants of Sﬁitzeﬁland and the bourgesise
of France, forsaking their business, their property;_fheir friends, went
forth with armcur buckled on by sisterlof falcﬁion girded to the side

by wife ,from the home to the bivouac , from the sweet amenities of life
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o the rude shock of arms and ofttimes to the damp of dungeon, the
terror of the scaffold or the horror of the stake.™

The pratice of Religious Liberty is one of recent grewth. In
primitive entiquity religion was wholly tribsl or ethnic. The family
was the unit and under this system its hea& was not only paterfamilias
but King and Pontiff/and religion had no relations whatever to p%rsons
ocutside. In the course of time, the family was developed into the curi%/
&= from this came the tribe and out of the confeleration of tribes
grew the civitasa.Q%iIL each one of these political divisions preserved

its own special divinities. The Romans and the Greeks in their eaﬁiy

conquests always measurel the power of resistance of an invaded district

by the suppesed power of its city gods,and where they conquerel they

ﬁe?gggned the gods and by that means destroyed the political existence
of the city. Religion and civil law were convertible terms. The laws
vof 21l communities derived authority from two reiigious ideas:-rthese
laws either came from the:go&s themselves or they were in harmony wi%b
the.customs of the ancestors of those who observed themf,

In their worship the minute observance of the rituzl was the
important thing. The expression of religious opinion, so long as there
was outward conformity was in many respects unchecked. A law existed
at Athens,punishing“severély any one who did not cbserve with the pre~
scribed form the national festivitieé. It was for such an offence
Socrates was condemned to death. Tae state of the ancient world in
regard to questions of liberty of conscience was greatly different from .
the modern, Aristotle, Plafbo, Cicero were occupied with the discussion |

"Who shall govern?®™ The safety of the State is their principsl problems

' |
The state was the extreme power and to it was acceded absolute power
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over everyone and everytbinglwhether a8 péssessei from the pesple by
the few or usurped by one. The modern idea is that the state is for
the protection of the individual. Many ancient national religicons
did not make universal pretéﬁtions and within their limits there was
considerable latitude. The ﬁorship of one God did not necessarily
Smpugn the suthority of X another . When Christianmity appeared the
case gg‘zatered and it speeidly drew on itself a treatmenb3§different
from that which merely nationazl religions had received from the rulers
of tThe werld. The policy of the Romzan Empire was limite&xkréligious
toleration to conquered nations; this in common' with other religions
was conceded to Cﬁristianity until its true character became known—a
new religion aiming‘at universal dominion, Thereupon Imperizl power
sought to surpress it as a depraved and immoral superstition and for_
three hundred year§¢.0hrlstlan1ty had to struggle for a legal existence.
From Jew and Gentile alike Christians endured =2 great fight ef afflicticns.
Dr. Villers says:—~"They were publicly whipped. They were dragged by
#he heels through the streetsd Thelr limbs were disjointed. Their noses
and ears were cqt out. Sharp knives were run under tﬁeir nails{ Their
eyes were dug out. Melted lead was poured over their EodieS@ They were
drowned, beheaded, crucified. They were ground between stones, thrown
frem high buildings, torn by beasts, smothered in lime~kilns, breiled on
gridirons, scraped to death with sharp shells? These horrors culminated

—

the dawn of the fourth centmry when Diocletian issued three e&ictsfin

ﬁ swift succession aiming at the utter extermination of the Caristian

\c‘

4 /
jfréklglon with its leading men and sacred books, commanding that 21l churches

be .destroyed, =211 bibles burned, =211 christians deprived of public rights.
rard f

.vEGT eight years flre and sword ,rack and cross, wild beasts and beastly

o, - 5
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men 413 their deafly work. Christ's peopie were killed all the day
long. In one month 17, 000 suffered death: 14,000 were martyred in -
Egypt slone: while of those condemned to banisbmenf and slavery
700,000 died. In tThe year 312 Constantine canquefed Rome and put on
t’ne‘ crown of the Western Empire. Eleven years later, by defeating fiicinius

&4 . -
at Chalcr%m, he became sole master of the Roman Empire. Congtantine
cld o

saw, asAsubsequent rulers) in the spread and marvellous growth of the
Christians a unifying force which he could turn to his own advantage .
The desperate struggle ended in the destruction of Paganiasm and the
triumph of Christianity. After thegovernmen"c ﬁa.d" exhausted its
ef_for'bs in futile attempteto exterminate Christiani’cy}. Gelerius together
with Constantine and Licinius issued from Nicomedia an Edict of
Toleration in 311,which acknowledged the failure of persecution and
permitted the Christians to hold their assemblies , and with direction -
that they shoﬁlél pray to their God for the welfare of the Emperors

and the State. This negative concession had the merit of at 'leas-t
stopping persecution and is known as the Toleration Edict of Galerius.

In 313, Condtantine the Great issued in connection with Licinius
from Milan an Edi ct of Toleration which marks the transi_ti@n from
hostile neutrality of Galerius fto friendly neutrality and official
protection. Constantine, the half~ christian and Licinius, the Pagan,
both agreeing in the wise policy of conciliaticn by which they heped to
win the support of =21l feligions in the Fmpire. As comparei with Eiicts
of a2 similar kind of later date, it is remarkable for its advanced
position, It anticipates in a number of clauses the .m?dern theory of

Soul-Liberty. 1t recognizes and grants to every man the right to

choose his religion and mode of worship according to the dictates of
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bis own conscience. In the writings and addresses of ante-Nicene fathers
as Justin Martyn, Tertullian and Lactantius, appear passages quite as
pronounced and dlear on absolute Liberty of conscience in Religion and

i;epeatg%/py_the,mlcence fathers during the Arian persecuticn.

T Under the influence of the frienily civil enactment Caristianity

made very rapid progress, commending itself to the consclience and reason
of men and had far more vitality than any other religion znd Heathenism
would have dled a natural death without ahﬁprchibition o This is
strikingly demonstrated by the utter failure of the Empercr Julivys®
effort to reviye and restore it.

The Edict of Constantine was ornly of short durationzﬁﬁéd to
en entirely new order of things. Christianity changed places with heathzn-
ism. (It became the réllclon of the State and entereﬂ 1nta possession of

\«"’/’ T ’ a\/{f /\./“‘"a{}\r (/“’1 S Z( * Loton, "’ !

all the privileges of Imperlal protectlen at the expense of internzl

indsgpendence. Now we shall witness the world of difference between the

Church in the worid and the Wofl& in the Church. In the united organiz-

s

atlonlgf c1v11 an& Ecdle%tlca. Government Ehat followed.wau 12id the

Syt 2 - st L 1 S NI ,&J o Al

sis of Panacy}, The Roman Emperor assumed the authorlty of séverelgn
bishep of the externsl-affairs of the Catholic Church. He now persecuted
the followers of the old faith, as his predecessors had persecuted the
fbilewers of the new faith and far surpassed them in extent and vigor.
And during this period more innccent blcod was shed than ﬂlowed during

waged by the Paganism it supplanted,

the ‘%en De*se
' Wi

Curpnar &

Ghrlstlanity early developed within itself sects which did not

PN e
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manifest toward one another a very tolerant spiriﬁ’but it was only when

the civil power had been gainel to its side that these difference could

assume the form of open repression and persecution. After the Nicean
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Council 325 heaven and hell depended upon the acceptance or rejection
~of the ruling faith. Under the Pagan system of persecution ERxx dis-
belief was left undisturbed but the Niclan Edict aimed at uniformity
of belief and passed laws by which they were to be enforced. Penal
laws were enacted against idolatry and heresy. Nicean orthodoxy
acﬁieved a final victory under'Theudosius fhe Great# He began the penal
‘legislation against heresy (381) and Justinian completed it. From -the
Jugtinian code it passed into the legislation of the Germsn Hupire and
other States of Europes |

Heresy was treated as the greateéflof sins, as soul—-murier ,'
which is worsf than literal murder. To punish heresy'was a duty and a
charity,since the temporal death of the heretic may save nim from eternal
death, Christian heresy tock the place of heathen idolatry in Mesalic
legisiation and was treated in the samé WaYe

During this period and for long after the Reformaticn, the
principle that heresy was a crime to be pUnishe& by the civii magistrate
as well as an ecclesiastical 6ffence to be visited by Church discipline
is found embedied in the creeds of.all the nations of Western Europe.
Persécution of heresy rested on the same principle as crusades against
the infidel. Thomas Aquiﬂk@s, the standard theologian of the Miidle Ages
taught that heretics\after due a&monition,shouid not oniy be excommunicated
but also put to. deathe

The Roman Catholic theory‘iﬁ;tﬁat the Church herself does not
persecute, she only excommunicates the heretic and then hands him over o
the civil powers for temporal punishment\but as P.  Schaff well says "She

sanctions the penakl léws against heresy and thus makes herself particeps

criminis. The Church uses the State as executor of her will and enjoins



9
upon it the punishment of heresy as =2 solemn duty.®

History is abundant in its testimony that whenever the stake or
any of its officials lagged in the enforcement.cf thelr laws of per;
secutionr the churchman was at hand to goad him on. The Papzl Bull of
Excummunication was followed by the ban of the Empire down to the
time of the Diet of Worms which outlawed Luther and condemned his
books and person to the flames. _

The first shedding of heretical blood in 385 caused an out-
burst 6f rigtheoﬁs indignation on the part of men of refined Christian
sentiment ,as Ambrose of Milan and Martin of Tours, who refused
communion with the pefsecuting bishopé;; Pope Leo T justified the
act in 447 and Pope Innocent 1AL _ exhorted to the crussde agsinst &

=
the Albigenses in the South of France in 1213,

In the orgdnization of civil and ecclesiasticsl government
which prevailei from Constantine to the Reformation,persecution was
in general ordly limited by dissent and universal submission to. the
dominant Church because of the condition of religious peace‘througﬁout
: Christeniom/while relgious 1ibérty was not known. |

The spirit of persecution became more extendel and Bitter
with the coming yearé. Bishops were according to early‘papdl discipline
charged with the duty of searching out heresies in thelr respective
dioceses and thus s%em the progress of error., -These <lerics were
often found lukewarm in their discharge‘of this duty. Later full powers
were put in the hands of especially elected Legatees appointed by the
See of Rome‘who were backed by the Edicts of numerous Church Councils.

It was for Innocent iiil to finally develop the organization for the
detention and punishment of heresies which for several centuries
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conducted the Inquisition. This Measure.was revised by the Council
of Toulouse (1299). In 1232 and 1233, Gregory_iX_ appointed the
Dsmjmicwsy a standing Commission of Inquisitors ‘in Austria, Germany
Aragon, Lombardy and south France. The notion of heresy was enlarged
to comprehend suchAa sorcery, usury, c.:ovn’cemp*t of the Cross and C’Lérgyo
The notorious instance of Galileo is a striking case in point. Includel
in the forty-five articles of the revised Measure of Innacent__-m against
neretics were the following:-——"ﬁﬁales from fourteen years upwards and
females from twelve years upwards were cbliged to repeat an oath evéry
two years to inform against heretics.™ Suspicion was ;sufficient -cause
for arrest. Tae house in which a heretic had been found was to be
burned. .Such was the fear ingendered by the persecutors that even the
nearest relatives dare not ,ﬂat risk ‘of their liv¥es, appear in eouft as
witnesses. This inquisitorial Commission continuel in Spain until 'the‘
year 1834, It is impossible to form a complete conception of the niu_?:'ti’curie
of its victims and 1o power of 1maginatlon can ever f‘ully realize their

o,

;a,f erings., e o o J/f - _’_‘___ ,, J’ 7 S * A j/ ----
- /Llore;l ue, at one t:uvh'e Secrlétary 1;0 the Inqun:éltlon assu;‘es us

that by the Spa.n branch aslone more than 31,000 persons were burnt

and more than 2903900 condemned to punishment less severe than death.

The num’ber;s of those who were slain in the Netherlands for their r‘eligion'

in the reign of Charles V has been estimated,by a very high authority, at

50,000: CGrotius says 108,000, ﬁoﬁgy in his Rise of the Dutch Republic

writes —--"Jpon the 15th of February, 1568, a sentence of the Holy Office-

condemned 211 the inhabitants of the Netherlands to death as heretics

From this unlversal doom only a few persons esneCJ.ally named were

exzcepted. A proclamatien cf the King, dated ten days later, confirmed ‘
this decree of the Inquisition and ordered it o be carried into
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immediate ezecution......Three million of people..men,women and
children were sentenc;e& to the scaffold in three linesl. "These are
but memaraple instances and of these only a few; which do not inclu&e
the innumerable and less conspicucus cewssswees eXxecutions that have
taken place wherever this "sum of 211 asbominations ’uitr%montanism REE
reigned supreme in the Councils of the State.”

In the Medieval Period @hristiazn bodies arcse throughout
the various countries of Western Burope protesting against the pre-
dominant sacerdotalism of that time snd its accompanying evils., Some
were comparatively small, others were large and influential/}sé@;fm

but such were the persistent »nd wholesale attacks upon them of con-

c/@ flSCS.'thn and slaughter that ultimately ‘they disapnezr from the wnn}!“ls
= S
f,/ of their respectlve oountrles/. s~

/x /;/,.,,,.e it e, /7;//? AL
¢ 'l"nese a‘thl'tl'éS found thelr culmination in the massacre .

' begim on St. Bartholomew's Day :z.n 1572, described by GQueen Elizabeth's

the crucifixion of Jesus Christ", in which it has been variously est—

\;\VCounc:Ll as "The most heinous act that has occurel in the World since
J

)

. imated from 20,000 to 100 000 innocent men,women and children were

\, cruelly murdered in Paris and throughout Frmce. When the tidings
\;ﬁ }reacheﬂ Rome, Pove Gregory and the Cardinals resoclved to ge at once
c( in solemn precession to the Church of San Maro, there to renler thanks
‘ig"_ 4o God for the signal. bless::.ng conferred upon the Boman See and Chrisb~

\‘P endom. The cannon from Castle s§ San Angelo was discharged and for
\\ ' three successive nights there was 2 general idlumination. A well—-known

nedal was struck in honor of the event , bearing on the one side the

/

2

head of the Pope and the words "Gregarlus 211, Pont. Maxow@ ® and g~

gy ,{’,,

the other an a.ngel with cross and sword pursuing the heremcs and 'the

superscription "Bgonottorum S'trages, 1572." A few months later,
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Manrevel, the assassin, who had fired thé arquebus shot at Admiral
Coligny, was presented to the Pontiff by Cardinsl Lorraine and the
éFrench Ambassaﬁor.
f; When the news of the massacre spread tkese-wes such a Wave of
revulsio‘n of feeling swept Christendem that made its repstition
impossible. From million® of oppressed souls the cry for generations
had gone up to heaven "How 1ong, Oh Lord." He who rules among the
inhabitents of men had a Joshua prepared in tﬁe person of Luther,
the monk of Wittenberg. From contemporary comments ,we read that
the Theses went through/\féntiré land in fourteen days,for everybody
\§ coniplained about the In&ulgences/and; while 211 the bishops and doctors
;, .were silent é.nd nc one was found to "bell the cat", it was noised
abopt that one Luther had at last attempted the task. Iuther's retort
% Papal ban was a commital of it to the flames. Vhen summoned /7%\
. Emperor %as¥§ to the Diet of Vorms, his biographer states that he
journeyed toward thé city "trusting in God and defying the Devil®™
In the presence of the princes of the Fmpire and Church authorities,
he dedlared in his,clefence’.."believ-e neither the pepe nor ccunciis
alone as it is nanifest that they have often erred and contradlc'bed
'E:hemse..ves. I am not able to recall nor do I wish to recall anything,
for 1‘t/(gelther safe ner honest to do anything against conscs.ence;:—-end
then follow those immortalized words .." Here I stand,I cannot do
otherwise Cod help me, emen!™ P, Schaff in estimating the merits of
\  ‘these historic actions says "In this respect Luther®’s burning of the

w Pope®s bull, Dec, 1520 and his 'rock—like sfand before the representatives
of Church and S'tate at the Diet of Torms in April 1521 are among the

mast hercic and most important events in history."
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It was the fullness of time brought zbout by revol%;éif?zing
.happeningf\‘ in science, invention discovery, learning andA@rangelical
" awekening which made great leaders and\méde possible successful
Reforms. We do well to remember there were Reformers before 1521,
There was =2 coterie of powerful men, associates and co-leaders of the
Monk of Wittenberg., If not in qualities of leadership ,there were
champions of a common purpose allied with Luther,his necessary 
supplements that surpassed him in gifts and éttainment. History has
not been too lavish in its praise of these leaders g{ the:Reformatian.
They have lzid upon their oosterlty a trmbute of gratitude, which, tc

gfzzr let be silent 2nd forgotten, is not short of criminal.

Yet, vast as the changes made by the Reformatlon/lt did not
introduce into anf Protestant country in Europe the principles of
religious liberty or even tolerance. There were protestants hefore
Protestantiam and a Reformation within the Reformation. There §:?§;

2. host of individuals of whom the world is not worthy, of whom it
knews little, to whom it has given scant praise, "Men with Empires
in their bosoms and new eras in their brain“! who made the larger agd
more permanent contributioh to, human progress. 1Ihne Reformasticn broke
up the absolute nower of'the papacy émnng the 1ea&ing nétions of

| Europe but the Reformers did not foresee the full extent of the
Reform. Liberty was a resultant rather thoan the intention of the
Reformatiocn . They began and "having put their Hands to the plough
turned back™_ and this should not awsken great surprise in face of
existing conditicns. Dr. Geo. Truett very aptly callé the Reform—

aticon a case of "Arrested Development™ , the dawn of a better day.

Religious liberty in its absolute meaning cannot be enjoyed
where there is union of Church and State. The Reformation did not



14
mal{e this cleavage and left 211 civil nowers in Europe unitel with
State and established Churches. Not one of the Reformers‘ advocated
. the freedom of the Church from secular control.: | |

Prof. Goldwin Smith said that Martin Luther seems to have

had no just notions of the relations of civil government to religich,
" In Germany there is still a grand court.chafged vitﬁ the judicizl
mansgement of =11 the ecclesiastic2l affairs of the Empire.

The very moment the Reformation was demanding the right of
privete juigerent for itself, it was violating it towsards others.
They é%ied the infallibility of the Pope aﬁd Generz2l Councils and
yet acted as if they were infallible themselves. They weré equally
intolerant toward the Roman Catholic Church which persecuted them
as pestilentisl heretics. Both pa;ties'were engaged in a struggle
for 1ife or death. Persecution seemed justified by the law of self—
preservation . In many cases it was a measuré of retaliation. 8o
down to the end of the 17th century, the prevailing sentimenﬁ»amdng
?rotestants as well as BQman Catholics ,éondemned Toleration, as =2
compromise with'error and 2s a dangerous heresy. Heresy was an
offence puniéhable‘by death in Englend one hundred ani fifty years
after the Reformation. True‘it is/‘as time went on penszlties for
heresy were not so strictly nor‘so often enforced as they had been.

In Germany when the chargé of persecution was 2pplied to the
ruling party in the Reformation, not by its enemies but by its own
offspring--when the sects denounced by that party said.,."We are
doing just what you did: we separate ourselves f£rom you just as you

.separate& yourselves fromvthe Church of Rcmea"-/@ﬁg'answer most

, /
5/requently given was an increase of severity. A letter from Luther
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o Menius and Myccniusr_ISSO contzins these wordsi—"l1 am pleased that
you intend to publish a book against Anzbaptists as soon as possible.
Since they are ﬁot only blasphemous but also seditious men, let the
sword exercise its rights o#er.them: for this is the will of God that he
sk2ll have judgement whe resisteth the power."” |

A siihf’a;e- in Zuric?(/represents Zwinglé with a bible in his
right hand and a sword in his left,rightly smybolizing the poligcy of
that great Leader of Reform in Switzerland. The law of Zuric%:zéﬂo decreed
death to Baptists to which the Reformer lent sanction. The géntle Mel-
ancfaé#e, in a letter to the Diet of Hamburg (1537) advocated a similar
proscrintive ?o;icy. Calvin at.Genedfa openly advecatel compulsory worship
in the following well-known pinnouncement "Godly princes may lawfully issue
edicts for compelling obstinate a.rid rebellious persons to worship The true
God, and to maintein the unity of the faith," Concerning the Martyr, Michael
Servetuslbe had dedlareﬂv“lf hg comes to Geneva and my authority avails
anything, I will never suffer him to go =away alive."

In principle the persecution'df‘Protesténts and Catholics is
cne, the difference being in-degree ani extent. Protestant persecuticn
is even less excusable thén Romzn Catholic persecution in that it is in-
consistent and contrary to its inherent principle and constitutional
basis. Protestants employed generally the milder punishments of fine,
imprisonment énd exile, zlthough, in not a few cases the deéth penslty
was zpplied . The penal iaws of Eliéabeth and the Stuarts against_Rsman,
Catholcis and Puritans are almost as severe as the Theodosian and Justingan
codes against ancient heretics. Scha$¥'says "the scattered and feeble

testimonies in favour of Toleration and freedom come only from persecuted

£}$Mbaptists, Socinians and Quakerse.

!



16

Arnoldo da Brescia, a monk of the iZth century, = pupil ?iuJ%n%&;’
Abelard, saccording to Vedder, carries the distinguished honor, o%\first
tc proclaim with insistence and eloquence the doctrine of scul-liberty
and the separation of Church and State. He advocated a pure republican
democracy with whose government no bishop should have the right to inter—
fere . The Church shodld not own any secular dominicn and priestsA%QuGP{L
excluded from every temperal authority. A temporary and delusive success
of Arnold's system in Rome itself was followed by defeat, his surrender
and marfyrdom snd his body burned and the ashes thrown into the Tibers
Political events and the vote of the pecple have wrought much
to bresk Papsl 1ntolerance§g%en in ItalZV.Toleratlon was granted to the
Waldenses and other persecuted Christians in 1848, Since 1820 many
ﬁrotestant churches have been organized in the city of anq’where until
that date 211 public worship differing from Roman Catholic was strictly
prohibited. Their most Capable statesmen openly advocatel "4 free Church
in a free State.” The temporal power of Rome was put ﬁéwn not simply
.oy force of arms but by an overwhelming majority of.vofes in the -
Plebiscite of October 2, 1820 (133%981) against (1,507)., The Italians
are willing to take their religion from the pope but not their politics.
Protestantism had to struggle for a Legal existence in the
German Empire =ani in =ll other'countries}as’Christianity had to struggle
for *three centuries in the old Roman Empire. The Diet of Worms put Luther
and his followers under the Ban, snd the Imperisl Government of CharlesV
and his beother Ferdinand felt in duty bound to crush out the Reformation
as far as they coulék After the‘victory of the Elector Maurice of Saxony
over the.Emperor, the Protestants gained = legal status and the pr

tection of the Empire,first an a preliminary Treaty at Pussam/(lSSZ)) -

t
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then at the Diet of Angsburg (1555). This peace broke the medieval
system of ecclesiastical uniformity and estwbliéhei o system of dusliasm
between Romanism and Lutheranism on the basls of a} emuallty but
with a very important advantage to Romanism ;Ei;;EQmaectei every
prélafe in case of apocstasy from Rome to deposition =and the loss of his
temporal and spirituzl power. The religion of the subjects was made to
depend upon the religion of the civil ruler. The Peace included omnly
Romanists and Lutherans. The treaty of Angsburg was often disturbed sri
at Last broken by the Thirty Years' War and superceded by the Treaty of
Westphalia concluded at Mé-‘-g;s‘ter October 4, 1648 (with the obndxj.ous
ecclesiastical reservation) and was exténded also for the first time
to the Reformed or Célvinists. These three chufches were to be e@ual
before the law. ALl other deneminations are expressly exclﬁded from

- Toleration in the Holy Roman Empire. The concession granted the

Calvinists was chiefly due to the good offices of the Elector Frederick

-

Willi £ P . ; o
) j/uiarﬁa of 1 Prussia £ gf/, N I 7 e i e
i Frederick ‘c/he Grent of Prussia (1712—1786) became an infidel in

conséquence of religious compulsion,in his early training but was a
consistent advocate of Toleration, agreeing in theory;in éﬁis matter,
with his treacherous friend Voltaire. His famous mot$0 ’wés "In nmy
dominions ,everybody is at liberty to get saved after his own fashione®
He gave freeiom worship to the Mennonites, thg Socinians, the
.Schweﬁ?eldians/%gi the Mbraviansyand.even to thelesuits in Silesiza after
thelr expulsion from all other states of Europe and the abolition of the
(}rder by the Pope. "Here in Brandenburg", he says,"all these sects live
in peace, and equally contribute to the welfare of the State and emjoy

the liberty to choose their own way to heaven.”
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In 1781 Joseph 11, Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, surprised

the world by an Edict of Toleration for the hereditary Provinces of the
House of Hap8burg, where Protestantism had bee?k;}mo?gweztinguished by
the Jesuitical counter-reformation. By the 'b;zea:t/;é/Lutherans and
Calvinists received permission to hold public worship. {with restréctions)
A very limited toleration, but it enabled the Protestants in Bohemia to
come out of their retreats without fear of persecution.

The first historical mention of Anabaptists in Germany is
placed in 1521, although Dr. Ludwig Keller, State archivist at Mié;%er
a thorough investigator of this period, holds that their origin lies
far back of this time. There are abunaanf documentary proofs availsble

; N s o et o

to show that long before the Reformation the ﬂnébaptists Were numerous,
widespread and indefatigable: that "thelr chief men were not inferio¥
in learning and elcquénce to any of the Reformers: that thelr teachings
were scriptural,conéistent, and moderate, except where persecution
preduced the dsual result of enthusiasm and vagary. Eight years following
the Diet at Worms and twenty-six befére the Dual Toleration Act of
.Pussaﬁxwhich conceded legal equality ef Lutherans and Roman Catholicé,
the Edict of Spé@r's (1529 ) was passed that decreed that "every Ana-
‘baptist and re-baptized person of either sex be put to death by the sword
or fire, or otherwise® and it was no empty form of words.( Persecution
continued ani did its work only too well and early in the seventeenth
Century we fiyd the Anabaptists aisappear from the history of Germany.
The Anabaptists were denounced by their comtemporary antagonists with 2
rhetoric éo sulphurous that an evil odor has hung tzfthe_namé ever since . -
3 In theiliteratdre of the Reformation they stand é:; 'synonym for |
extremist , errors of'docfrine and the wildest excesses of conduct.

73 N -~ .

?/ The 1ate Spurgeon enjoyei;;are opportunity of forming an intell~
, N | s T
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igent opinicn of the merits and demerits of the Peasants' War ani has

recorded his conclusions in words which should convince a‘candii enquirex
He said "The time wili probaﬁly‘arrive when history will be re-written
and maligned Baptists of Holland and Gernmany will be acquitted of 211
complicity wita the ravings of the insane fanatics.- And it will be
proved that they were the advance guard o? the afmy of religious liberty,
%Qén who lived ahead of thelr time, but whose influence might have saved
the world centuries of floundering in the bog of semi-popery ,if they

hai been 21lowed falr play. As it was)#héir viewsllike those of modern
Baptists/so completely 12id the axze at the :rqo‘t of all plriestcraft and =
sacramentarianisn that violent oppositiop was aroused: and the two-édged
sword of defamation and extirpation was set to its cruel work and kept

to it with a relentless perservance never excelled perhaps never equalled,

A1L other sects may be in some degree borne with, but Baptists were

/
" utterly intolerable to priests and popes,'neither'can despots and tyrants
eniure them.”™ Dr. Lorimer in his "The Great Conflict® says "That the
up-rising in North Germany is the initial_effortvin Barope toward compléte
emancipation from tryanny both civil and religious. They attempted what
was afterward more successfully undertaken by the Puritans themselves
" in the English Revolution. It was the first wave of that great ocean of
political ffeéég1which bfoke over France." i‘
The Ansbaptists of South Germany owsazel no éméll part of their
rapid growth to the‘teaching of Balthggar Hubmamier,born in the latter

é?ggart of the fourteenth Century at Friedburg. He was a worthy azpostle of

religious liberty for which he madg the greatest sacrifice ani suffered
bitterest persecution. He was hounded from city to city, Betrayed,by

friends, imprisonei,‘torfured with red~hot pincers being thrust into his
fiesh as he was driven through the streets of the city in 2 wagon on his

way to the scaffold, where his head fell under the headman's axe and his

. !
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body was burned. Prof. Vedder says/.“So died one of the purest spirits
cf the Reformatlon, 2 man against whose character, no contempocrary brought

a2 charge, whose olety was equal to his learning and who in eloguence was

- -

surpasse:i by ne man o*" hls tJ.me. o /]/‘:’;’f’;i'f . (f’
The Frankfort Parllament in 1849 made the flrs't OfflClal proclam—

ation of Toleratlonlof entire religious llber‘cy in Germany as a fundamental
right of the people. The new German Empire foundeﬁS’?L adopted this

law into their legislative code. This new Fupire has no ‘official connect-
lon with any church and leaves the subject of religion to the seversl
States of which it is composed.’ ‘

In 1527"\Rwas issued a confeséion of faith, the first docgment of %ts
kind known to be in existence by the "Brotherly union ef certain believing
bsp’clzed children of God" assemblhed at Schl el’chelm, 2 little village neat
SchaﬁLih:msen. The author is conj ectured ’ccn have been Mi chael S—tﬂerq .

et L
an emmonk, who suffered martyrdom at Rothenberg in the same yea%m-—

‘ anfession was &rawn]f'.his tongue being torn out, his body lacerated with
red-hot tongs and then burnei. The @onfession is of interest in this
discussion in that it claimed for themselves and demanded for others the
boon of a free oonscience; and the system of do ctrine set down /witb the
exception of the last two clanses/( exemption from civil -service, sin-
fulness &f oaths) correspondqexactly with the beliefs avowed by the
Baptists Churches today. '

Switzerland was 'riﬁih in early champions of religious Liﬁertg} having
on her rold of leaders such names as Conrad Grebel, Felix Mantz, Jacob
Faulk and Henry Riemanlbut one by one the leaders were killed or d;riven.
away or died. The persecutdrs at length attained their end and graiuzlly

the Anabaptists disappeared from the annyals of the country', but not

without having Left the impress of their characgers on the nation and on
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the Zwinglian. Reformation..
"With their names no bard embzlms and sanctifies his song s
/And history ,so warm on meaner themes is cold on this.
X lShe execrates indeed the tyranny. that doomed them to the fire

L But gives the glorlous sufferers 111‘1:13 praise. "

In France, E[bleratlon was the concession of a Roman Catholic

'uf the throne. The famous Edict of Nantes was 1ssued and signed by Henry

[
y
N

s 1v (1898) and ratified by the Parliament of Paris two years later. Hol.

JJ;\

L ’Ba.rfa classes it "among the grandes‘c monuments of European civilization @

&

-~
W

v

'»as the first at‘cemot to recognize two £6rms of worshlp under the common
patronage of the clvn.l government though ‘with a decided preference for

the religion of the magorlty, It brought the stormy periocd of the

" Reformation to a close. Tae Edict is expressly declared to be "perpetuzl

and irrevocable." The Edict proclaims no genersl principle but makes

:,-: imnoi"tant concessions to the then 1,250,000 Protestant souls in E‘r'ance,

i
™,

Y The Act implied full personal liberty in any part of France without

/
molesta‘clon on account of religious oplm.onns and eligibility to =211 secular

Of.LlCeS of trust,honor or emolument. It recognized fully the liberty

~ of private conscience but restricts the liberty of public"}.forship. It is

" a2 compremise between natural justice and social necessity®. In the

\Q restrictions placed upon worship the Huguenots were sorely handicapped.
: The Roman Catholic reiigion rgmained in every respec“t' the ornly religion
;\ of the s’ca.te/ and the Protestants were required to pay 'the tithe toc the
\\‘- clergy, te respect the fast and feasts, and to comform to the marriage
)

\

\
\

laws of the Roman Church. The Edict caused such an agitation and

opposition that the Huguenots feared another massacre of St,Bartholomew

Day. Pope Clement V111l when informed of its ratification‘ declared "The
) . | T - ]
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"gdict is the most accursed that can be imagined ,Whereby libexty
of conscience is granted to everybody: ﬁhich is the worst thing
in the world.®
Henry fell by the knife of an assassin May 14, 1610,in the
hand of Francois Ravaillac, a m}t half-crazy fanatic , who
associated with the most bigoted monks and priests and "embodied
the Romish indignation against the Edict of Nantes}vas the‘assassin'
| ofAPresiient Lincoln embodied the spirit of the pro—-slavery
rebellion.” P.Schaff says of Henry.."He was the paéificator of
France,; a just and faf-sighted statesman, and died a martyr of
religious liberty." '
The Edict of Nantes st repeateiiy éonfirmed,but never carried
out, ﬁ% every natipnﬁl Synod comﬁlaints were made of'nonrpaymenﬁ
of the promised stafé aid.

During the reign of Louis XV (1643 - 1715 ) 2 series of
systematic ani col&-blooded'vexatious perseuétions of the Eugugnbts
wd¥@ carried out,which forms one of the most disgraceful paées in
the history of France. One privilege after another was withdrawn
from the Huguenots untll the year 1685 when the King revokei the
"1rre¢ocable" Edlct of hls grandfather by a formal decree, seventy=-
.flve years after the death of Henry 1V, It was one of the darkest
days in the history of France and the history of Liberty. Tais
revecatloa prohibits the worship of Protestants:ugﬁéers the impediate
destruction of their temples ,\éight hundred Protestant houses of -

worship were demolished on the very day the Edict of Revocation was

1{
!
t
|

' registered, the closing of their schools, the banishment of their

ministers within a fortnight on pain of death and the Roman Catholic
baptism of €very new-born babg, while laymen are forbidden to leave
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the country , the men under peril of bein.g condemned for life to the
galieys , the women to perpetusl imprisonment. I;. &bé;ff says "No
church can boast of a larger ‘a.rmy of confessors and martyrspf con—
sclience than the Calvinists' churches of France and Hollani, " They
left their property and native land in obedience "co their conscience/
and at the risk of Thelr lives, persons brought up in every luxury,
preghant women, old men, invalids and childr-en rivai:e& one znothex A

‘ constancy hoping 'bo escape 'thelr persecu'tor.s. The total number of
French refugees bas been variously estimatel from 300,000 to a
million . The curse of the Revocation was turned into a blessing.
These Huguenots excited the active sympathy of 21l Protestant countries/
e5d they formed new homes in Switzerland, Fngland, Holland, Denmark,
Sweden ,’Germany and in the colonies of North America/ﬁﬁa’.-w——*e&ey enriched
the 1and of their adoption and joined in the struggles to secure
privilezes for others denied themselves in ;bhe landi of their birth.
Those who emigrated to Holland and Englahd lent effectual aid as

- private soldiers and officers, trained under Turenne .ani\Condé/'bo William
of Orange in the Revolution of 1688 etec. ‘

France_rej ected the Reformation and reaped the Revo%tutione The
tyranny of Romanism provokel infidelity. Voltaire (1694-—-17'78) was |

its chief a.ppstle.' ®hile deploring'his inf:i.delity’ credit must be given

—

him for his 'briumphanjt advoacy of religious tolera,tion by which he

frevolutlom.ved public opinion in France.. He was mas*tep—archltect o.». Tuin

p—t——
J—

and he hated the Roman Catholic Church of his day as the mother of super-

,u*/

/
N

- stltlon and the eneny of 211 freedom and progress. The terrn.ble phrase
A Y

/"C/sh the wretch® is of frequent occurrence in his writings. Voltaire's

noble action in connection with Jean Calas’in which he secured the
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regerval of his unjust condemnation. and thereby aroused public sentiment,
dealt a death blow to the system of religious persecution. Pe.Schaff in
his reference to Voltaire's service here szys "The case of Calas inter-
ested all France: it elicited no less than 145 publications, and was also
\Jbrought upon the stage. The verdict of Toulouse was the last act of
fiéuguenot persecution: the verdict of Paris was the death of thé Biict
- of Revocation.™ Voltaire defended Calas =2s an injured citizen{ and
. individual,and therefore entitled to natural rights and justice. He ¢
l:espoused the case in his Tract on Toleration, which appeared first in

/
4176§W,in several editions and languages,and had a most extensive circul-

J

- ation =nd a powerful effect, This and other influences ultimately reduced
fthe intolerantllegisiation of Loulis XLV to a dead letter. It was Louis
'ﬁgﬁﬁiwho prepared the wighgpr restoration of tolerance in France and
. Protestant recdgnition by an Edict signed in 1787. Later the Constituent
_jCanvention of 1789 oferthrew the barriers which still kept the Protestants
» from 211 public offices and passed a decree, “No person ought to be

" troubled on account of his opinions, even though they be rellglous, DYog=’
Vided that their manlfestatlon do not disturb the public order as instituted

by law.® This enactment was made 2 part of the Republlc§%£;/ Constitution

R~
3

in 1793, ' ;
The toleration of the infidel school ended in the greftest intol-
erance and the French Revolution almost annihilated the Gallican Church
in France. For politicdl purposes Napoleon restored the Roman Catholic
Church and the‘legal existence of the Calvinistic and Lutkeran Churches.
Finally other religious societies and wcongregations which support them
selves were tolerated.
In Spain, religious liberty dafes its feéble beginnings fron

1862, Concessions are neutralizedﬁ&%pcertain restrictions for the con-

.
i
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stitution of 1876 limits the liberty of those who are not Roman Catholics

to worship in private houses. The Inquisition,of the 16th anl 17th
centuries , extinguished her active literary life, and placed this
nation, so richly endowed, almost outside of the circle of European civii-
ization . Spain it is true remainel free from heresies and religious wars:
out her rest was the rest of the grave, so far as religious vitality was
concerneil. : i ‘

By the Treaty of Beflin11878lthe Sultants government was forced

to‘this position, that in no part of the Ottoman Empire shall iifferehce
>e alleged =2gainst any person as a ground of exclusion or incapacity
18 regards the discharge of civil or public rights, etc. or the exercise
»f professions and industries. The outr%geous persecutions which have
?oiloweifgn the Armenians in contré#entiog of this treaty =and which the
omers of Europe falled to preveht and punish/are among the burning shames
f a century which woRmany victories for the right of right.

The Roman code of laws, with its persecuting provisions agalnst )
\eresy had not so much influence in England as on the Gontinen?/and then
he instinctzéffnational unity oVerrdled'ih England the iisintegraﬁing
:endencies of religious controversy.
7 In the struggle for Toleration in England, first Papgry was over-
shrown and Epliscopacy with the royal supremacy establishel,; tbén Episcopacy
ras overthrown. by Scottish Presbyteé@hism'and English‘Puritanism;cwlminating‘
n the Westminister Assembly and the Protectorate of Cromwell, At last
L compromise was effegted between Episcopacy as the National Church_and.
‘he dissenting Protestant denominations as tolerated sects.

John Wyclif called "the morning Sfar of the Reformation" , the

ranslator of the Bibl% was the first important person in England that was

ersecuted for heresy. Green,in his "English People" says of this school-

\
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man that he was "the founder of our later English prose; =2 master

of popular invective, of irony, of persuation, a dexterous politician
an audacious partisan , the organizer of = religious -order, the
- boldest and the most indefatigable of controversialists, the
.unsparing assailant of abuses, the first Reformer,who dared when
deserted and alone to question and deny the creed of the Christendom
around him, to bresk through the tradition of the past ani witth his
last breath to assert the freedom of religious thought against the
dogmas of Papacy." He was permitted to die in 'peace in his parsonage
at Lut’gemorth, (3384) but by order of the Council of Constance (1414)
Bishep Fleming of Lincoln had his bones dug up and burnt and his ashes
thrown into the 1little river Swift, which "runneth hard by his church.
at Lutterworth®™, Five hundred years after the completion of Wyclifis
translation of the Bible, his memory was celebrated in suitable
services on fijve Continents.

Parliament in 1401 at the instigation of Archbishop Arundel
passed the Statute De Hoeretico ,Combu%endo which gave the bisk_mps
authority to arrest,imprison mnd try heretical preachers and their
supporters and to hamd them over to the sheriff {o be burned. This
enact:ment remzinel on the statute book till the r_eign of J'ames 1.

Dr. Te Jeo Villers says "Soul-liberty in England d4id not ‘.6‘rigina”ce
with Episcopalians or Presbyterians but with our Bap*cisti forefathers. ™
Prof. Veﬂder 8ays Hendrik Terwoort, a F%eming by birth, burned at

Q/,’che stake at Smithfield in 1575, vennei while in prison the flrst

l% > —-
7} &edlaration in favour of complete religious 1loerty, maie on Engllsn

D N e e

) 5011 In 1644 elght Br:.tlsh Churches in London issued a confesslon
l ”Of Eal“th, comoose:l of fifty artn.cles which is outspoken in the
| advocacy of religious liberty as the right, and of good cltlzensblp

as ’che duty of eve Christian man. This is a great 1andmark of the

fr LT b A Jeood Jnden T -
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progress of enlightened Christianity. Prof. Vedder £irms "on the
strength of this cne fact Baptists might fairly cl=im tbat,wﬁatever
have been said by “"isolated individuals before, they were the

pioneer body among modern Christian denominations to advocate the
right of 211 men to worship God, each according to the dictates of
his own conscience, without let or hindrance from any earthly power.®
When Lord Chancellor King sought to crown John Locke as the author of
this blessing of Religious Liberty, he refused the claim ,declaring
that Baptists were the first and only propounders of absolute liberfy,
Just and true liberty ,equal and impartidl liberty,

o

e The review of the numerous intolerant Acts of Parliament

\preceding the Revolution of 1688 makes reading repugnant to every

</sense of Jjustice and humanlty and there is no living Engllshman with
his head and heart in tbe right place, who would advocate thelir
restoration, During the reign of Henry V111, Protestants and Roman
Catholicsdknisseﬁters were burnt or beheadel alike according to the
changing meod of that despot. | |

The re~introduction of Popery under Bloody Mary (1553-1558’

" is the period of Protestant martyrdom which left an indelible impress—
"ion of abhorrance of Popery on English mind. To the Caphoiics of
England it afforded a brief respite of Tolerance which resulted in
150 years of Intolerance. GQueen Ellzabeth and the three Stuar?%
sovereigns who followed , all practised the same intolerance,only with

 less cruéltﬁ. Their 2im was to secure absolute uniformity of rellglon
and public worship, to thelexdlusion of 211 Dissent, whether Roman |
Catholic or Protestant. The pensl code of Ellzabeth was chlefly aimed
at the Roman Cathollcs, in self~defence agalnst Pope Pius ijhe had

excommunicated and deoosed her as a2 bastard and heretic.

\//_7/\/\«5“/’7//‘/"2/\}?——///:/ /@: ’ﬁ;f B o “""Ig/“,e—,/rf —



The Puritans during their zicenigncy were likewise intolerant

in principle and ejected two thousand ministe;s from thelr livings for not
conforming to their discipline. The Westminister Assembly attemntel +to

- frame a creed for England ,Scotlani =nd Ireland and declareld that
dangerous heretics "may kawfully be called to account andvproceeieﬂ
against byathe censures of the Churcﬁ and by the power of civil maglst—
rate.® Toleration was regardel as indifference or.treason to truth,
dangerous to go?ernﬁent and pernicious %o religion and gool morals..
Cromwell and Milton and the five Independents in the Westminister
Assembly had more advanced views on the }iberty of conscience than the
Episcopalians and Presbyterians: but e\fén they excluded P;,pistsg Preélatists
and Unitariasns from their programme of Toleration. | |

The contribution that Milton by his pen made to the name of

Freedom has caused the enthusiasm of liberty to thrill through every

generation of Englishman since his day, yet, the Theologiczl writings,

o

s vt em e < EDIIT e

which are credited to him, so incensed a @ontemporary ¢controversialist,
Dr. Featly, a.Presbyterian, that in 1644, he eﬁtreated "the most. noble
lords tc.cut off Milton'as a pestilent Anabaptist.® |

“ 'The bloodless Revolution of 1688 was a revolt of the Engiish

. nation against the political and spiritual despotism of Ch%rles 11 and

}j James 11 and the revolution, that overthrew Iames,placéi on ﬁhe throne .
:f the Prince of Orange, the first ruler in modern history who was states-

M

?[man enough and Christian enough to incorporate the principle of religious

PR

liberty into his country's laws. Hallam calls William "almost the only

__ consistent friend of toleration in his Kingdoml? Macauley judges him

-
.,

| g}o'have been endowed by nature with “the quali%ies of a great ruler:,

‘_, x\p. . . . . . . .
;ﬁ\wblch education developed in no commen degree’s Prince Albert pronounces

TN ‘ - .
™ ‘him "the greatest sovereign England has to boast of: by whose sagacity
. vand energy was closed that bloody struggle for eivil and religious 1ibery

"
RN
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which so long had convulsed tﬁis country and who secured to us the
inestimable advantages of our constitution and of our Protestant
faith." He had promised to bring sbout "o good agfeemen’b between
the Church of England and 211 Protestant Dissenters.®™ He kept this
promise., His experience in Holland made him look on Toleration as
one of the wisest measures of government .

The Edict of Nantes was the grant of a Roman Catholic King in

~ +time of peace to his Protestant subjécts, formerly his associates in

religion and war (1598). The Westphalia Treaty (1648) was an agree-
ment between Roman Gatholic and\‘Protestan't: States after the bloody
Thirty Years!' War. The Toleraticn Act of 1689 proceeied from @
Protestant government identified with the Episconal Church and was tke
result of an unbloody Revolution. It was a concession maile by
Episcopalians to or‘chﬁdox Protestant Dissenters l;t)ut it expressly
excludel the Romaniéts while the Westphalia Treaty put Romanists,
Lutherans and m;‘.’cs-on a A/bag.’a foo’cing,ami ﬁe Edict of Nantes
kept the Roman Church in possession of all the privileges of a State
Church but grantel to the Calvinists full ciyil rights and a limited

y /

freelom of public worship. The Toleration/\was gradually extended in

the direction of full religious liberty }ike the Westphaiila Treaty,

while the Edict of Henry 1V was revoked by his grandsen, though its:

principle ultimately triumphed in modern France. The Act left the
Church of England unchanged and in possession of 2l1l her endowments,

! # S Coprems gl AT
with the nation. Its benefits extended to Presbyterf;;;%:ptists
A

but she ceased from that tim(e?oiri to be_.gg_aeztensive
and Quakers but to no others. It's‘o’oppei the persecution against them
but not against Unitarians and Roman Catholics ; Who were expressly

excluded from the benefits of the Act and by its limiting and excilusive

[}
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clauses may be termed rather an Act of Intéleration, "4 bill of
religious liberty" says Macauley , "would have been burnei by the mob
in half the market-places of England, anivwouii héve made the name of
Tolerstion odious to the majbrity of the people . The Act is called
" the great Cbaﬁtef of Religious;Liberty. To interrupt thg Independent@b
W

the Baptists,;%ﬁé Quakerg, in the service of God became a oriminsl
offence. By shiélding Dissent, the‘law, though of -course not enlowing

it, might zlso be said,in a certain sense, to establish it. The establish-
ed Church could no longer claim all Englishmen as "by sovereign right,
worshinpers within its pale." It put'a stoﬁ‘to peréecution, which had
disgraced England for four generations, which had cbsﬁ many precicus
lives, wrought untold sufferings and sent thousands of good and useful

men to loathsome prisons, or across the Atlantic to the wild woods of

. America. : ' :
The Roman Catholics were set free by the Cathg}ic Emancipation

[Act of 1829 under the reign of George 1V. The'meaéure was introduced
H — )

i “
'by the great statesman Sir Robert Peel into the House of Commons and
defended as a2 necessity in a speech of four hours end the Duke of

. / o
Wellington justified it in the House of Lords as a means of averting

Sy TPt f Tt ot TG S

WThe same justice was done in 1858 to the Jew)who for along _

time was treated as if he were personally responsible for the crucifé%ian%
and chiefly through the success of Charles Bra&lough‘who was aimitted |

to the Commons in 1885 the question was settled in July 1888 that even
prefessed atheist; may sit in the councils of the English nation on
simple affirmafion. A Parliament composel of such heterogeneous elements

from Romanists down' to atheists becomes less and less qualified to
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legislate for religion, an§4§252;22izi/that to the Church to which it

. .l/bgzgf::?§>/z,ﬁ;oﬂ/5*



31

properly belongs hy 1ivine right. .

Philip Schaffl inﬁ’rogréss of Religious Freeiom says the tendency of
English legislation é.nd tﬁe spirit of the times is towdrds equality before
the law in religious as well as civil rights, éler legislation for the last
300 years and especially since 1689 shows ’a. slow but stealy and irresigtible
progress inft“c_“i% Jac.roxé: ?eligious liberty. Practically ~sbhere is now as much
freedom in the British Empire as in the Bepublic of the United States ,‘and
the rights of minorities aré,perhaps, even better protected/'buft theoretically
X on the sta‘tute-book} the Dissenters are merely tolerated : their minis‘jters
are not recognizel as clrergym'en, nor their houses of worship as Churches
but only as chapels. Civil disabilities still remain which w;ll be removed
by the natursl course of events as times goes on. The history of this
struggle teaches an impdrtant lesson, that the best moral guarantee of
Liberty is human culture and Christian charity.

No people ﬂvho have not fairly learned to bear with one another can
enjoy liberty. Mutusl Toleration is the true evidence of a firm Christian
faith and the only valid evidence before God and man. Strong convictions
>f right and truth and reality early rise to respectful toleration, a
senerous acknowledgement of the rights as well as the opinio_ns of others,

fhe absence of Toleration is the stigma of absolutism, the’%‘stablisbment

£ "The Oppqsition“' the glom lfx;eedom.‘, Preedom allows Variety,,m tyrant
thether one or a2 multitude c=tks heretic at everyone who thinks or feels
ltifferently. Yet, Liberty, does not mean that there should be no au‘tizority
. Israel and that every man should be a Law unto himself/ without regard

0 the welfare of the oommunl'by ir; which he lives. The interests of law

xre no less sacred than the interests of liberi;y, for the law is the guarantee

£ 1ib erty 1"10‘12 is 'enxemyf. Liberty if it would guard its own honor must éver
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be the enthusiastic friend of law. To gquote Southly "order is the
ssnity of the mind, the hésith of the body, the peace of the city, the
security of the State." ALl anarchy,all evil, all injustice is by the
. nature of it suicidal and cannot endure. Liberty is limited by the
Golden Rule, “Bretherh ve have been called unto iiberty: only use not
your Liberty for én occasion to the flesh,but by love serve one another. ®

The Colonies of North America started with European nations
practises of Intolerance. .European Intolerance occasionel the settlie~
ment of the New England States and increased the population of other
Colenieé. These Pilgrims crossed the stormy Atlantic to obtain for
themselves and children a free fiéid for their own ideas of Church reform.
Says Dr. Lorimer; "They were good men, bettér men-nevef lived, the
sifted seed they were, taken from the 014 World wherewith to plant the
New. ™ |

. Vellers says, "When that frail craft dropped anchor off New England

she carried a:cargo more enduring than stone and more precicus than gold,
she was freighted with principles, convictions, institutions and laws.
Her passengers were few, but they were tall men, sun—crowned. Bﬁt they
were the product of the L6th Century not the 20th., They were intense
believers and they believed in nothing more intensely than the union of
the Church and State. The early history of the Colonies is darkened by
examples of severe penal persedﬁfing intolerance.. It was Duiley, the
2nd Governor of Maséachusetts who is credited with the couplet =
Let nmen of God in coﬁrts and Cﬂﬁrch watch,
O'er such as do a Tolerance hatch.

When the Puritans settled Massachusetts in 1628 they were determined

to worship Ged according to their own conScience'and to prevent everybody

. ’
else from worshipping him according to theirs. We see the apparent

inconsistency of a Puritan Church established in New England States with
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itﬂ/intolerance toward Romanists, Prelatists, Bapﬁ:ilsts and Guzkers.
ngggﬁtbern States Episcopacy with its advantages was transplanted
from England and excluded allfnon-Episcopalians from civil and
political rights. Tach colony formed its code of laws according to
the wishes of the majority of its populatlon. |

In Vlrglnla withdrawal from the Episcopa& Church was accoante&
a crime equal to revolt agalnst the government/and non-conformists :
should be arrested and imprisoned till fully and thoroughly reformed.
Two Baﬁtist students were expelled from Yale College for attending the
Baptist Church at Canterbury, Conn. dﬁring vacation. | |

The clergymen's salary was fixed at 16,000 1bs. of tobacco,

levied on the parish and collected like other taxes. A sence for one

Sunday from an Episcopal service was punished with a fine of 0 1ps

. al ’7¢wzﬁy
of tobacco, absence for a month 4000 lbs.; refusaé-to have onef gﬁbeé%r :

sprinkled 2000 lbs. Baptist mlnlsters were flned beaten, imprisoned,

poisoned. Sometimes a snake or a ‘hornets’! nest was thrown into thehr

neetings. Madison, a graduate of Princeton and in preparatioh for
the Episcopal‘ministry,'was so shocked by the mal-treatment of
Baptiﬁts and so moved by their preaching through prison bars that he
abandoned the mlnlstry and became a pOll'LlC?l apostle of - Rellclous
Freedom in Vlrglnla. These outrages were termed by Madlson "That
diabolicsl and hell conceived principle of persecution,®

The progress of religious 1iberty both as a conception and

rezlization is doubtless due to manifold agencies. Dr. Lerimer affirms

and reiterates that to none other is it more indebtel than *to thé

Baptists of Eurcope and America. He says they may honestly claim to

have cccupied the front rank and possibly the very foremost position

in the rank of those martyr«souls who tqiled and suffered for the
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triumph of ﬁhis principle. This fact has begn conceded by caniid
scholars. Bossuet, at the close of the 17th century declared that
he knew only twoe bodies who denied the right of the civil magistfate
tc punish religious error and they were the Socinians and the Ana~
baptists . |

Philip Schaff in vomnenting on the ?uritan Theocracy éstablisheﬂ
in Massachusetts; Whefe Quakers and witches were condemned to death
and executed in:Boston and later state3f~"The Baptists and Quskers
slone (anvarotestant.denominations of later date) were consistent
advocates of universal tolerance énﬁpput it into their creeds. Tney
never persecuted.” .

Gervinus, the German philosopher, in his introduction to the
"History of the 19th century"whgn comﬁenting on the peculiar docﬁrines‘.
set down by Rogers Willians states "Herein a little State the fund~
amental principledof political and ecclesiastical liberty prevailed
before they were even taught in any 6f'the schoecls of philosophy in
Eurcpe, ® | | |

William of Orange was susﬁéined‘in the gloomiest hours of his

struggle for the Dutch Republic by the sympathy and aid of the
Baptists. He festifiéi to their loyal ty,industry and viétuea_
_Bancroft, the American Historian; accords to Baptists theﬁsame honours:
l."Freedom_of Consclence, unlimited freedom of mind was from the first
5 trophy of ‘the Baptist."

Herbert S. Skeats in bis‘history of the "Free churches of‘Eng- |
1and® declared~~"I1t is the singular énd distinguished honour of |
Baptists to have repud.@ated from their earliest history all coercive "3
power over conscience and thé actions of mén with reference to religion & -

they were the proto—evangelists of the voluntary principle.® President ”
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Lincoln attributed =211 that he was to a Baptist mother.

Rqﬂéer Williams was denounced as a‘man with 2 windmill in his head,
a disturber of the peace, etc. and was banished from the Colony and
driven into the wilderness. .For fourteen weeks, without bread and
Wifhout bed, he'wandered-throﬁgh trackless forests till he lighted upon
2 place called Providence and there be built "a shelter to persons dis-
tressel for consclence." Here he founded a state , the corner stone of
which was the principle of sbsolute religinus liberty combined with
lemocracy. |

The movement for religious liberty by separating Church and State

began/according to‘Schaff(neéﬁly similtaneously in Virginia, New Yo rk
and Pennsylvanig,between the Declaration of Independence and the_frgming

of the Feleral Constitution. It was supported and sﬁccessfdlly carried

" out, ultimately by-the combined inflﬁences of Dissenters (Presbyterians,
Quakers and Baptists andAothers) and liberal statesmen, especially Thomas
Jefferson, Madisonvané~Benjamin Frarklin and Patrick Henry,sincere and
earnest advocates of religiogs as well as c¢ivil liberty.

The first to lead the way was Virginia by securing in May,l776
the®Bill of Rights.™ enacbed‘in its legiSIaturQ and later in 1785 was
passed’a§ Iefferson's,“Aét té ﬁstablish Religious Freeioqf, Inherent in
these codes was fhe:Magna Charta of religious freedom ani{%hich later |

- formed the first amendment to the Constitution of the United States in
1791. "Congress shall meke no law respecting an establishment of religiom
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.™ ,

In 1882 the last step was taken in the sale of the clerical lands.

With the sale of these glebes, Bishop Meade sa&s "The warfare begun by

the Baptists seven and twenty years before was not finished ! The Church .

was in ruins and the triumph of the enemies was complete.
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' The spirit of intolerance lingeréd longest in New England

and it was not until 1883 that the last remnantjof proscriptive laws
was swept from the statute-bock of Massachuéetts o And then so good
and wise and great a man as Lyman Beecher thought the bottom had dropped
out of things because his State no longer compelled his unwilling
Baptist neighbor to contribute to his support.

Congress by its enactment of 1791 placeglthe whole question
of religious legislation out of the p?wer of the National Government
and left with the several States, as one of the reserved rights which

~

we;gfnot delegated to that governmment and never possessed by it. Sne
features of a union of Church and State remain in some states even
today « The Federﬁl anstitution expresses the national sentiment and
has had its liberalizing effect upon every State‘donstitution made
'since. Most of the States contain the principle embodied in the
Federol Enactment. It is theorectially that the Churégiégnggrge
separate and distinct , each indepéndent in its own sphere, yet, not
hostile , but egually interested in public morsls and nationzl pros-
perity . The state protecting the Church by law, the Church self-
supporting and Sélf—governing and strengthening the moral and foundat~
ion of the State. Christianitybwhich for 300 years prospered and
progressed in a hostile heathen state should certainly prd§ber still
‘.more in a friendly 8tate wﬁich canﬁot resist the influemmg of centuries
of Christian civilization.

Canadian history contains records of the dlash of arms and
political upheaval'in the struggle of cimil and religious liberty.
Strong argument for liberty is gathefei from the forests, lakes and
'Wide rivers of =z vast country. - "And there I felt'thée&--On that

Sea-cliff's verge whose pines scarce travelled by the breeze above,

v
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Had made one murmur with the distant surge.

Yes, while I stood and gazed, my‘templéybare
And shot my being through earth,air sea;
Oh Libertyt, my spirit felt thee there. "
Colonists have ever felt the splr1+ of Freedom. The Boers

in fact looked upon themselveS‘as 2 chosen people callel by Providence

to occupy a Caﬁaan. The lumbermen, farmer, fisherman and voyageur

of Canadz or the United States/as he became a path~finder through

tall and silent forests ,hunted as he chose zlong lske of river and

followed a buffalo over a prgirie boundless-as‘the ocean, imbibed the

spirit of Liberty.

The socisl and politicsl condition of Upper Canada in the early

part of last century m:w'gdviolently perturbed and chiefly through W

£</0_eff§ct of an impbrted Prelacy;' CEEEYEEE says the Reserve Lands ﬁﬁtﬁﬁe,

-—one of the proximate causes of the Rebellion, this and we would add

-
P

Vaﬁ%h? allied oppression of the Familxggaeff . No less than two millicn

e

~—and = half acres of land were included in this advantage given to the

English Church,and this not in a block but every seventh lot scattered

/
throughout the townships. In addition, Sir John Colborne in a last

act on being recalled by the Home Government =znd in open defiance of
the voice of the peonle handed over .for the emolument o? the same bouy
flfty-seven rectorles. |

All power was in the hands of the strlctest form of the Gomnacto
This small eligarchy controlled not only all the‘Government Offices but
the realoésfate and nearly‘all the‘business of the Province and through
patronage could even secureztheAeleétion of theif followers. The Press
was muzzled, Political public ﬁeetings discouraged and the education

of the lower classes.

T VTP T e o e o 2t e
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In lB]%Aa@f Robert Gourley , an erratic Scotchman immigratel to this
Country. His indignation rose to the boiling point as he became conver-
- sant with the great injustices perpetrated in conjunction with land
tenure’more especially that effecting the Clergy Re?Frve. Gourley wrote
to every township in Upper Canzada sénding 2 1list of thirty-one qﬁestions
which went deep into the loczl abuses. The sting KES in the last questien
whi ch enquired ;-—~"What in your opinion retards the improvement of your
township in barticular or tiee Province in generzl?" He organized and
petitioned the British Coloni=l Office. The Family Compact legisiature
tock alarm =2nd had an Act passed forbidding all conventions. Wbﬁld.any
Canadian endure that today? | |

The subsequent history ovaourley is éathetic inxextreme and leaves
a ﬂaak_staih on early Canadian ﬁistory. His frequent arrests ,trials and
acquitals, his being thrust into prison and in defiance of every vprinciple
of British Jjutice seven‘monthé without tria%,jﬁﬁe mockery Qfﬁ?rial,given
in 1819 =zt Niagara under overwhélming Compact influences, when the unhappy

Scotchman, broken down in mlnd and body through abuses, was declared guilty

of sedltlon and driven from Canadsa, are fam111ar facts of history. That

%?rderous de >d sealed:thg dogm of the Oomoact and led. ultlmatély to the
S ,/../,««r‘ A ) ;
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enactment of the Volunta Act 1é?whlch religious bodies were put on

eqguality , a measure followed elsewhere in mos»vBrltlsn Colonles. The
theory and p;actice of subsidizing any religious demonination was foundti
to be impossible. ’ | ' | ‘

' The copy‘of the Charter from over the ses,in response to deefnor
Simcoets agitation for the establishment of = higher seat 6f learnings
stipulated that thevInstitution should be a University of the Church of
England in Canada, the Bishop of the diocese should be ex-offico; viSibor,

2 the Archdeacon of York eonfflco Piresident, all memb ers of the ‘?

‘ // —~
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University Council were requirel to be members of the Church of England

and to have subscribed to the 39 articles, and a like obligation l=2id’
upon 211 students of divinity. ,From-which the gobd'Lord in his mercy
delivered usl,bu‘c not without the most pronounced protest and bitter
@iscussion in Press and on Plétform by Baptists and Methodists lasting |
over a decade. These ‘liber’cy—loving ped'ple received richest reward for
a2ll cost and every sacrifice made in the fierce and prolonge-i fight for
equal rights for 211 with specizl privileges to none, from the fact
that the Charter passed by L.egi'slation contained no clause with
religious test in qualificatién to be reo_,.uired of students or graduates.
‘= The blessingd of Religious Liberty,\&: too divine to be arrested on
Ixehr march ‘bowa:rd universal empire. Millioné}upon millions of cur race
have never heard of 1%, or 1f they have heard, do not posses.s it and
are merely hoping and praying for its presence. Millions'who have éd&-—‘
nowledged i:‘bs sovereignity do not comprehend its nature or p'erceiv‘e its
full bearings. For Liberty in the coming years goldenlwofds must be
spoken and golden deeds performed. "Peace E.atb her v'ic’cories. e
" No less renowned than wars Néw foes arise threatening 1o bind
our souls with secular chains: Help us to save free conscience
from the jaw of .hireling wolves, whose g'osp‘el is th.e{,maw;“

' Nothing dies so hardﬂ or rises sO easily at the i“irst cbénce
it gets as Intolerance. When a prominent Bishop of Western Ontario,very
recently wssa addressing a lar:ge. audience oomposed,chiefly of Roman |
Catholics, in the city of Tgronto, on the current question of the
division of the Public School Funds," stated "I do not blink the fack ,

that the Bishops and priests are the natural leaders of the Roman Catholic

people. ", the statement was cheered to the echo by his listeners. The old

theory of Imperium et Socerdotium still remains the policy of Roman

\
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Catholicism. What has happened to embolden =z representative delegatim
of that Church to appear at the present sed-ion of Federal Parliament
and petition for Jiscriminating legislation, =asking that some half-
dozen or more Holy Days observ=d by that Church oﬁlzvbe made Statutory
Holidays, etc.? -The falso ser ‘ment of discriminating rights lingers
long in sone minds}as evidenced by.the opinion expressed b& 2 sﬁeaker
at the June Synocd at London ﬁben the name of the Episcopal Church in |
this country was under discussion by the Assembly -;"In the @14 Land
it is the Church of England, why should it not be in this éountry the
Church of Canala?" |

The constitution of Malta,‘recently amendei,guérantees to all
persons in this important British Colony fullkliberty of conscience
and free exercise of the religion of their choicé.A The Roman Catholic
Bishop of that Island is making vigoroﬁs protests against the amendment
on the grounds that it does not declare the Roman Catholic religion. to

be the officizl religion of Malta (slthough in sm2ll minority.) He

also bewails the fact, that opening of Educationzl posts to Protestants .

is an affront to Catholics and "lowers the position of our idear
religion". He has the &ffrontery to object to. a clause to the effect
that "all persons inhabiting the colony shall have full i?érty of corr
sclence and the free exercise of thelr respective modes of religious
worship",‘upon the grounds that it is an odious'principle.

Pius X who has just donnel the Papal tiara publiclﬁ anﬁounced
that he intended to' resort to ggzigp for his diplomacy, yet, how does
it hapnpen that in a very important letter aildressel to the Archbishop
of Genoa his majesty took his stand on the Genoca Confe?ence, inviting

nodification of treaties and remission of reparation clauses and done

R
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28 the representative of theﬂm of neace and love, who with special

Providence , who by a decision not to be guesticned-——fo continue with

the succession te the Supreme Pohtifica“ce.

Dr. Lorimer, says if the RomanvCatholic Clergy of America believe
in the infallibility of the Pope then they must b»eliéve/fﬂa—r——fv he had |
declared~-~"That I:eligious Liberty and freedom of the press are delirious
ravings: and if they belive this , in very consistency , thew st

- Py L
employ every means to arrest these. %tal%z. Geo. W. Macﬁamx in a recent.
publication devotes a chapter to "8%& and Church: A present Problem®
has this te say about the insidious and persistenf agrés-sive metﬁmds
of ‘Ehe Church of Rome in his owh land. The government vioclated the
priceiess princinple of equal rigﬁts to 211 and speclal privileges to
none by admitting Roman Catholi'c- organizations into the camps and
excluding Episcoéalians, Baptists, et gl. This being a reversal of
‘the policy of the U.S.A . Goverrnment: which permitted voluntary ~
preaching to soldiers in the R‘.evolﬁ'tionary and Confederate Wars. In
the government order‘: to merge the "War service fund", Baptists had to
‘eontribute to Roman Catholic propaganda or be misjudged by their fellow
citizen as penurious, bigoted and unpatriotic. Again in the "Ordinance
Reservatmn:_sf’ omziqggntrollei by the governmen‘b for the maklng of
exolos:ves, ﬁ’the government admitted the Roman Cathollcs and Jews to the
reservations and s2id to all déther demmnatmns, you cannet come in
except through the Liberty Churche™ This Liberty church'is so regulated
‘and restricted that the constitutent members do not contrel . At
Penniman is located one of these Reservations and one~half of the 8000
pecple there were Ba.p"bis’cs.. The Roman Catholic who represent only =

small percent were allowed to function at Penniman and the Baptists

vho represented fully half of the people were forbldien. The gorvernment
'\\ i
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_..,_-wi%hribed that- they should not have a church. When will governments
PR - —
T

learn‘that it is not conmpetent to manage the religion of the peopnle
and escape many of its blunders? In offering to build a church on
government Land for Roman Catholics it is appropriating puﬁlic funds
for sectarian purposes and when it forbids the Baptist to erect =z |
_bﬁilding at their‘own‘expense in such 2 Reservétion, it is destroying
the quality before the law of alllréligious denominations.

In Bolivia, at this hour the Baptist denomination is peremp—
torily halted and hampered in missionary endeavour for a perioed in-
definite through refusal of the civil authorities of a priest-rié&enmﬂ*“’“'
tate to grant the necessary building permit to errect houses of

prayer.. | | ’
. As we turn the pages of history we clearly discern that Cod is
warkiﬁg in the world and theré'will be progress and that his purposes

do not languish and it ﬁ.s only in appearance ,in disaster and

struégle that "Truth for ever on the Scaffold: Wrong forever on the
Thfone,“ Not for nothing btlazed the martyrs! fires, not for

nothing toiled brave suffers up successive hills of shame and this is ;“
' /

no time to give conciliations at the expense of principl?vbuﬁ'rather
to tske our stand, as did our brave and pious fathers, bﬁ&the precious
" gdltars of our faith and say in the homesteads of our youth and in the
temples of our Go&--FAll kindness to ouf Romanist fellow-subjects,
but a barred door to'Popefy and no peace with Rome.a |
50, 7" . .
We 1ift our banner to the air,
And swear to guard our 1egacy/"
Remembering that Liberty is never safe and that obligation is co-

relative to privilege and inheritance.




