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SCOPE AND CONTEN,]~8: 

To ,show that. Whitehead I s metaphys:ics offers a means of 

undor.::~t&Jldj.nG the human situation and tbe a1l,,·irnportant role of 

mon.:tl decj_sion~ Chapter 1 is an at.tempt to present his view of 

thi.ng,s ~ Ci.n essenti.a.l feature of 1;!hich is hi~> use of the \'lord 

liaestlwticl! in the widest sexwe ~ to indicat.~) experienCE! in gener,otJ.o 

Chapter 2 .sets out the pla.ce of va.lue in the schemE~ 8.lJ.d ho\·] it may 

be analysed. a.nd as.segsed 9 "'lit.h partiGl.Llar reference to moral value. 

Chapter 3 discu.sses ethica.l. codes and their applic2.l.tion t and presents 

V!hitehea.d! s insist.ence that cod~~s for use in <l living proce-ss cannot 

be rigid ~ but do ~ nevertheless ~ express ttl tir;u3.te princ:1.plor."" 
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The subject of morals is of great concern today.. 'I'here are 

some ';lho claim that standards are absolute and eterna.l and mean. 

exactly vlhat they Slly~ Others. go to the other extreme and claim 

t.hat j.t does not matter \·:hat you do., 

The absolutists overlook the dynamism of the "rorld~ 'l:heir 

vievl cannot accommodate the change that is a fact of huma.n experience" 

Neither does it take into account the uniqueness of each individua.l 

}mman situation. 

'J'he perm:i.sl3ive reople conclude that wi tho'ut t.hat outside 

reference in Hea"\!en man is frc,e to do what he likes. He is just an 

acc:1.dental happening in the universEl v anyvJay~ and of little sign:i.ficance. 

The controversy leads to ck:spair" Those villo incline to the 

first 'lie'>'! are appalJ..ed at the actions of the ot.her· groupe l'hey fear 

that violence and destruction t even the annihilation of all '1 ife ~ rnay 

be the result~ On the other hand~ the people "/ho believe t;.\a.t man 

lives in an uncaring ur.d.\I'erse develop the feeling that life has no 

meaning or purpos~. 

\'1h1. tehead I s philosophy provj.des a "",lay of integrating the 

f ' 1· f process 0.· .1 e; 

It alloH'S for the novelty that is a feature of the 

and it j.ndicates that ethical codes are relevant to 

time and place and need interpreting i.n indivicJ.ua1 j,.nst.8J1(;es. At th~~ 

same time it shmm tha.t the individual instances are parts of the om~ 

iii. 



system of existence ~ and the:1.r val was contribute to the experience 

of the v:hole vast communi ty ~ Because the moral obligation is to 

increase ~ not les8en~ the :Lntensi ty of satisfaction of all the 

enti t:i.es ~ the guiding principles have an ul timate persuas:Lon~ God I s 

aim for the Ill"ocess. 

Thi.s thesis is offered as a contribution to the discu,ssion~ 
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\:fHITE:HEAD i S SPJi:CULJ'i.TI\lE; PHI.LOSOPHY 

If 1t{e can f:LJ;J.d a \>lay to v:Lsuali~&e the ent.irE! situation. so 

that vie can grasp our interrelr.:l.tionshipt:3 \dth other people and "d.th 

the rest of our env:i.ronment ~ v-Jh:l.eh extends to the totality of ex:i.st-

ence ~ He \dl1 be better able to u:nder·~;tand our subj(:':ct. I think th.at 

""e can find the requ:Lred. tota~ v:i.eH ::i.n ':lhitebeao. I s Philosophy of 

Organism. He called it a I1Speculati11e Philosophy!! ~ "the endeavour to 

frame a coherent 'I logical i necessary system of general ideas in tEH'ill!3 

of which every element of our experience can be intE1rpreted1i
o
1 1'his 

is a large order 9 and th~~ resulting philosophy :Ls not e2tGY tel gx·usp. 

Whi tehead I s terms a.nd the concepts th{)y rel)l'esent beGome clearer as 

they are used and interrelated.. 

Life is exceedingly complex and b(-;,dldl:~r:i.nD'" It stretehes 

.t22f.:l~L~.i~1,y'. behind al.'l.d before? and in all directions around; an.d every 

part i.s inextricably linked \<d.th Dllo 1.:ife is never still ; it puh,E:s ~ 

and flashes ~ fwd quivers ~ in every pa.rt. '1'be psychedelic form of art 

x'epres8nts this, "yith j. ts flashing glimpses of bi t.s of p{H)ple and 

things ~ accompanied by noises and lights and tactile :i.mpre,ssio1"J!2' of 

varying intensity c:md duration 1::111.(;h 8.ssa:i.l the spectato):" from all 

directi.ollG and. in \"hiGh hJ.13 mind tr:i.es fran.tically? and often v8.inly ~ 

1 



to find some three,d of structure that will provide a clue to meaning •. 

In a similar fashion the philosopher triGs to find some order in the 

~Jelter of lifE!~ Traditional 'western ph:i.losophors have develop,<;d 

systems that B.re useful but; Vlhich give lim:i.ted~ rather static, vievl.s, 

and are by no means completeJy ::;;at;'i,Gfy:tne;. 1,rJhj,.tehead' s philosophy 

takes account of the living" pul::dng.! inter-·,imrolved 1 cha.racter of 

existence that could !lot be: so well a.ccommodated by the othe1'so ~:h,:i..s 

does not mean that their vlork is truc'm'm ns:i.de. It seelUS to me that, 

\\rni tehead ~ 13 contri.bution could not be made until the intensive, limi ted~ 

viev1l3 had been examined. 'IJhen~ these are pushed to the backgroun.d •. 

but sti.l1 kept; in mil1d """ and \'Jhitehead provides a comprehensive vj_ev; 

wi t.hin \oJhich all aspects of. experience can be fitted~ The result is 

an extremely d::L:ff'ieul t ph5.1osophy that keeps unfolding before one who 

seeh.s to un.dex·stand i ttl> 

He founds his sy~:;tem on the actua.l, a.esthetic ~ hUlnan experience ~ 

which is really all \'JC have as a basis for allY investigatiorl" This 

use of the word "aestheti.c" requi:l."es some :i.clentific[,t;ion. Usually it 

is reserved for reference to the E)xperience of profound depth,s of 

reali ty that can be expressed only 1:hrou[;;h the 1,<'1.ne Arts .. music ~ 

poetry~ painting~ etcc Whitehead uses it almost always in t.he very 

widest sense t.o includE; §~!.! e:.;qJerience ~ of which the F:i.ne Arts wou1d 

provide ~ perhaps t the most .sopl.d.sticat(~d Idndo He Hrites of Beauty 

and defines it as lithe internD,l conform·;:).tion of t.ile various items of 

2 

. experience .1li th each other; for the produ.ction of maximum effecti V(.mess"; 

and he adds: liThe teleology of the Universe is dj,rccted to the pro-



1 
duction of Beautyll.· Again: "1'110 bE\s:Ls of experience i.s emotionalQ 

Stated more generally~ the basic fact is the rise· of an effective 

tone originating from things \ .. hose relevance :1.13 c;i venit ~ 2 It is to 

this he refers \1110n he uses the \'lords "aesthetic ll
9 "feeling"t and 

exper:i.ence:c is the centre 0 HFeelinc;s are va:t'iously specialized 

operation.s~ effecting a trans:i..U.on into subjectiv:i.tyll) E'or purposes 

of study~ divisions into physical~ mental~ and spiritual are made~ 

and sometimes the basic oneneS.6 is forgotten., IPor instance 1 iIIhi tehead 

repudiates the dua.lism of Descartes. As Elli.ott comments: "One never 

h8.S knowledge or experience of any ki.nd tha.t is wholly confined to 

1+ 
either side of such a. dichotomy!!. Every situation ar1ses from lithe 

va.gue compulsions and derivc\tions which form the main stuff of' 

expel'ience ll
•
5 

is that instead of separat.ing ethics and aesthetics we s]lOuld bring 

them toget.her in such notions as "harmony", "feeling", "adventurol!, 

and~ of course~ 7lval ue H. But these: terms are first aesthetic terms; 

the;y aX'e moral terms in H derivative sense t •
6 

Cha.:cles Halik vlTj.tes that ~ of course ~ Vlhitehead I s ethics fIm'ls 

from his metaphysics, because 

1 
AI~ p. 26·!f. 

2 . 
I1nd~ ~ p. 178" 

3pJ") 6r-... '- ~ po :J. 

L~ 
R. Ji'. Elliott" Jr. ~ 11oA. ~r.hesis~ 59. 
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everything in the end depends upon your attitude towards 
being ~ towards reality. This reali t;y: ~ to_Professor 
Whi tehead, is process, 8J1 ~§.~l}5lt.j;,.s: L sic • .! grasping to·· 
gether of many concrete elementl:> j.n a single unity. 
Therefore ethics is derivative from esthetic,s and a1so 
from sociology. For since the ma.ny concrete elements 
grasped by you inc1ude~ among other things? your society, 
yOll.r final \'lOrth cem not be independ.ent of your sociD1. 
relat:Lonshipse The 1a':w of ethics ~ therefore ~ are 
ttl timatcly socio·~esthetic laws ~ name1y, laNS of balance 
and compatibility and harmony. Thus the good is the 
highest attainable good under the circumstances. And 
by "hig~)est]l is meant strength and harmony and beauty 
o f f G e ;1.?:.!::Y.;i ,. .. 

Ma1ih: comment;s that he is unable to follow Whitehead "when 

he su.bordina.t.e"3 ethics t.o esthetics". He wri.tes: liThe ethical ,'3i tua-

tiOll is or:i.gina.1 and u1 t:Lnw.te ~ even ;5,f it. shotlld upset the esthetic 

balance.. Far from morality being a funct.ion of beautYi beauty itself 

2 is unseemly unless it is good!!. Here Mali.k is giving I!aesthetic!! a 

limited meaning which j.B not Whitehead's tlse of the Hord. The crit-

4 

icism is anS1;lered in the section on Truth 8.l'id Beauty in AI (part.icularly 

2661:'), as outlined in Chapter T\'!/o of this thesis (pp. 19-20) ~ 

\oJhitehead vlrites that he accepts the "axiom of empiricimn" 

that Hall knowJ.edge :l.S derived from~ a.."1d verified by~ direct intuitive 

observation!!.3 Bu.t he goes on to add something ne\4 to the old "u:n,~· 

questi.oned" doctrines of the empiricists. Observation is accomplished 

not by perception s through the .sen,se···organs ~ of clear "base sensa!! ~ 

but by an active selection from tJ:.\c vast otherneBs within \r;hic.h the 

individu,,,1 finds 11it1":6e11:" Our experience .of life consists of a "flux 

lCharles Halik, nAn Appreciation of ProfeSGor \IIhitehead'~9 
JOl±~.9.:l...£U~~}~.~.~9.§'?J~t:.y: XIN (19~,8), 5'7(3--579; my ita1iCS$ 

? 

L;&s:.tsi. ~ 579--580. 
7. 

':>AI~ p. 1'79" 



of perceptions 9 sel!satioDS,; and emotions" Q It is usually forgotten. 

h . t t th" . h +. . bl f 1:' ,,1 ow :Lmpor 'an are . e mor,e :I.ne .oa~e senSl e ee ::Lngs • 

"The deliverances of clear and distinct conscious!ws8 require 

criticism by reference to elements in experience ""hich are neither 

clear nor distinct. On the CCliltr';;l.ry ~ they are d.im ~ l'!Jaf;BJ.ve ~ G'J:ld 

important!! 0 

2 
Again 'vlhi tehead vJri tes of tlo. force of already harmonized 

feelings ',·thich no su.rface 13110;" of sensa Cel...1'1 produce. It is not a 

question of intellectual interpreta.tion~ ~:here is a real conflation 

of fundamentaJ .. feeling". 3 ~'he' human aesthetic: experience of being in 

the world is very complex ann made up of unconscious as \',1E:l1 a.s 

conscious feelings. 

The Process and the Entities tha.t, Constit.ute It __ ... ___ .......... " .. _. ___ ....... ... _~_ N' ........... ' __ ._. __ ....... _____ ... _,.. ... _ ... ......- •••• __ ... __ 

vihitehead says that his Philosophy develops elements of the 

philosophic thinking of the period from Descartes to Uume (espec:i.al1y 

Bk. IV~ Ch. VI~ Sect. 11) tha.t "Jere l).eglected by tTsubsequc·mt ,system·· 

atizers Tl
• 
4 Its roots d.eeper 9 . of to Pla.to and Aristotle~ go cou.rse 9 

5 

and even back. beyond the Greek Heraclitus \>Iho \'irote abou.t the contin.uous 

flux of all things. Whitehea.d says: "That 'all things flo'(, 1 is the 

first vague general.ization \"hich the um-;Y8tematized t barely analysed.~ 

intuition of men has producedl1
0
5 It is Il one u.ltimate generalization 

l\r L • O'He, 

3.Ibiqo, p$ 2810 

4pR , p. Vo 

5 . 
Ibl.~. ~ p~ 317. 
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around which "Je must weave ou.r philosophical system ll .. 
1 Key concepts 

had been suggested by other, more contemporary philosopher.s, e.g. 

William J·a.mes and Bergson .. 

hThitehead sees existence as a vast llcreat.ive advance", a 

never-ceasd.ng1o i.nf'initely··complex~ active process, pulsb1g in every 

part from innumerB.ble centres of activity, all intd.nsical1y enhdned. 

Each pulse has its O\1In individual inheritance from the past and its 

o"w. ind:i.vidual poten tia1i ties. I t is where it is in time al1d space ~ 

and it i.o the kind it iSj but~ as it achieves its bit of experience~ 

it is something completely new in existence, a new actual fact, a fact 

that can never be different. 

He cCi.lls thef;c pu1ses of creativity "actual entit::i..es" or 

l1actual occasions", and th(,y !lare the final real things of whi.ch the 

. -' d ." d II 2 vfOl.~. loS fila e up " Some actual entities are microcoGmic. 

them i.s an acth,.ity of becoming and perishes as it becomes. It does 

not endure through time" '1:110 objects of our 11Jo1'1d are what vlhitehead 

calls "societies!! or IInex:(~s" (singular "nexus") of act.ual. ent:i..ties. 

A nexus :l.s any particular fact of togetherness among actual entities i 

the result of their prehensions of each other. Stones,trees 1 houses, 

animals, people, etc" 9 ere fou.r-dimensionaJ. nexus made up of generations 

of actual enti.ti.es reproducing almost the same patterns. The "enduring 

objects" that Vie kno\\, 9 are these strands of inheritance. The nexus 

which is a stone is an unGpecia.lj .. :z,ed society made up of s:i.mi1ar actual 

1L 9..£ 0 £ito 

2Ib :i .. d. ~ p. 27. - . 



enti ti·~s i and the nexus ~'!hich is a hu.man being it') a complex structu.r·ed 

society made up of many different kinds of su.bsidiary societi.es. 

It is a little confusing at first that Vlh:i.tehead. uses the 

term "actu.al entityli to mean a centre of experienee no matter hm.,r 

complex it iS 9 but one comes to realizo that this is appropriate. He 

",rites: 

11 i Actual entities I •• also termed I actual occasi.ons I _ 

are the final real things of 1iih:i.ch the \'lOrld is made up.. 1'here 
is no going behind actuo~ enti.ties to find anything more real. 
ThGY differ among themselves: God is an ac:tual entitY9 and 
so is the most trivial puff of existence in fc:u:"'''off empty 
s1?ace • • • and these ~~C'I;u;;l.l entities are drops of e:x:reriel1ce 
I.. \1iil1iam James I term_! ~ complex and interdependent II ~ 

This kLnd of entity can be called a "subject" or "seJ.flO,2.and 

\4hitehead uses personal experience as the model for elucidating the 

experience of all. 

He Hx'ites: "I fi.nd myself as' essentially a unity of emotions 

,,3 
$ .. .0 (I I am a continu.ation of the antecedent vrorld and I have my 

environment active in my nature. I react '4ith the date. from my 

environment ~ that :i.s I using \1hi tehead I s term, I "prehendft the \.10.1:"10. 

in which I find myself 1 so as to achieve a fe(;:li.ng of satisfaction 

according to some subjective feeling of ri.ghtness. Thus, I become 

'flhRt I am at that instant. I create myself. }~V'ery actual entity ~ 

according to i.ts 0\-111 D<.J.tu:::·c 1 does the same thing. 

In this acti vi ty new a.ctual en.ti ties emerge. The "lorld is 

continually being created. 11hitehead 'writes: liThe creative process 

.-.-.---".:' .. ' ......... ---~~ ... .-... ....... ---'-.. ---.-.'~'-.''7 .. -..-.... ........ '"''-.... .,,-.-------.... -,--........... -......... ".~-.... - .. -.-.....,.-

lTt'd =..2];; ....... ? pp. 27-28. 

2IbjE.c, pp. 337f. 
7. 
.,.IM1'. p. 228. 
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is rhythmic ~ it si'l.r:i..ngs from the publicity of mcmy things t.o the 

individual privacYi and it s1;Jings back. from the private individual 

to the publicity of the objectified individual 11. I 

An actuel entity has a physical pole and a mental pole. If 

an actual entity prehends another actual entity, it is physicBJ.. 

prehensionj if it prehends an eternal object (a pure potential), it 

is conceptual prehension. Physical prehensions ma.ke up the physical 

pole and conceptual prehensions make up the mental pole. \lIhi tehead 

says that "Consciousness :l.s not necessarily involved in the subjective 

fO:Y."ms of either type of prehension!!.2 }Y'rom a commonsense viei'" it is 

difficul t to find a Gonceptue.l pole in some actual enU. ties i e. g" 8. 

an entity in maintaining sameneSi.3 of pa.ttern by its prehensions of 

its past... In more complex entities more complex features allOi~ for 

the introduction of novelty. 

The matericds I)l"ehcmded are called !lda.tan or "potentialitiesI'. 

They are presented to be accepted or rejected by the actual entity as 

it builds itself up in the process called Pconcrcscence l1 ,3 until 

1.:. 
"satisfaction" hAls been reached. Whitehead \'J1'i tas: "Thus the 'pro··· 

duction of novel togetherness' :1.s the ultimate noti.on embodied in the 

term I concrescence III. 5 ~L'he actual proc(~ss becomes a Ii ttle easier to 

identify 1i!hen. \'1e remember that VIlli tehead uses the \owrd I1feelingsl! to 

lpR, po 229. 

2I~.~ p. 35. 

3Ibid~~ 38~ 32L 

\rbid. 9 38~ 129. 
r.: 
<£bi.Q. ~ 32. 
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o dO J.. °t o 1 0 1 J..n J..ca~e pOSl. lve preDenSJoOns. 

'fhe l-lOrd I object v thus means an entity which, is a 
potentiality for being a compon,cnt in feeling; al1d the 
word 'subject' means the entity constituted by the pro·m 

cess of feeling, and including this process. The feeler 
is the unity emergent from :l.t.s (nom feel~j"ngs; and feelings 
are the details of the proc.~ss intermediary between this 
unit.y and its many data. 'l'b.e data are the potentials for 
feeling; thF.J.'t is to say~ they are objectf=:. The process is 
the elimination of indeterminateness of feeling from the 
unity of one subjective expe:t~iencell.2 

The elimination of indeterminatenesr., of feeling, the att.a.inment of 

sat.i~faction~ depends on the subjective aim of the actual entity_ 

Its prehensions are governed by this aim and~ accordingly~ inV'olV'e 

'1'he degree of control that an actual en.ti ty can exercise over 

the creation of i.tself depends on the mental pole. ifuere this is \'lCak 

or apparently nOJ:i. .. "existent, as at the inorganic level~ the entity~ in 

process of becoming, merely receives and synthesi.zes as its predecessor 

has done. Such enti.ties become 11 ••• vehicles for receiving, fo:r 

storing in a napld_n~ nnd for restoring without loss or gainll o
4 

E'or 

example, the actual enti.ties that constitute a stone seem to l~emain 

the scune for thousands of years, each entity merely duplic8.ting its 

predecessor. Living organisms~ on the contrary~ exercise some degree 

of direction, the degree deIJending on the ability to envim::lge pOI::;l3i-· 

biliti(~s. Of course~ the physical and mental poles are not the same-

as the h-aditional rnat.ter-·mind duaJ .. it;y· ~ for they are dynamically 

related in the one entity. 

9 
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The hurnan enti ty ~ vlhich ir:> the concern of this thesis ~ is a. 

complex, structux'ed society made up of i.1.10rgal1:i.c !lex~!3 (the area of 

study for "PhysJ.cal Physiology") and ent.irely living nexus (trw clrca 

of study for "Psychological Physiology"). For present purposes .. lie do 

not; need to fol1ml \-lhi tehead in his analysis of this si tua tiort· in 

l>!hich millions upon mj.llions of actual occasions are interacting s 

receiving i.mpu.1ses~ dealing \vith t.hem accordi.ng t.o subjective aim, 

achieving cOl.1cr·escence, and thus becoming data to be deB.I t 'vIi th ~ in 

turn, by the subsequent actual entities in their mm personal routes 

as \-;e11 as in their environment. The presiding occasion (the humcll1. 

mind) Ilis the fill.aJ.. node~ or inter'section~ of H complex structure of 

many enduring ob,jects". 2 The human mind is 9 thus, seen to be part of 

a "delicate organization" fl:-om which~ and t.o ·,'Ihich, :influences f'10"l':. 

He ends this chapter thus ~ "But central personal dominance :Ls only 

partial, and :1.n pa thol ogica.l casos is apt to vanish!l ~ 3 l;111i tehead I s 

analysis makes us realize that the whole person? not just the rational 

element, i,g involved in directin[S tl.H~ activity. A[SaJ .. n he writ.es: 

liMen are dri.ven by their thou[Shts as Well a.s by the molecules in their 

bodies ~ by intelligence and by senseless force 0) • • • 0 Hankind is the 

[,mimal at the hea.d of t.he Primates~ and Can1.1ot oscape habits of mind. 

\-lhich cling closely to habits of bodyfl. Lt ~~his hUlllClll sit.uation forms 

a bi.lckgrounc3. for any discussion of moral values e.nd. cod-csc 

____ ............ , ..... """ ____ ... _., __ ~- ... -........... ""'".--.. "''''''''.-,.~"- ... -.,.. .. '''" ....... ---"., ... ---... -~--.. -----, ... "-................. -,--__ -..._I··-~. 

ll,bi.ci. ~ p. 155£. 

2~~~ pp. 166-167_ 

3:~bi_£1.q p, 167. 
L~ 
AI~ p~ 53. 
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An important point for this t.hesis is that the entity that 

is a subject prehending its environment, on reaching its satisfaction 

of concrescence becomes immediately an object to be prehended by others. 

Thus, an a.ctual entity is not only "a subject presiding over itl:.; own 

immediacy of b~coming" but, also, Ila superject \".'hich is the atomic 

creature exerci.siug its function of objective :Lmmortal:Lty H.
1 '1'hi8 

superjective aspect introduces th~! future into the preE'ient concresd.ne; 

activity as the actual entity anticipates the probabJ..£i result in the 

future and acts accordingly. \'Ie can see this superjectivc feature in 

the action of a plant that gropes towa.rd the light from its l)osition 

on a. shaded sheJ.f~ in the in.sect trap of the pitcher-pl(il.nt~ in the 

animal I S forage for food ~ in our o\·m purpos,i ve actions; and VIe can 

extend our insight to cover the conc).'esd.ng of all actual entities, 

by analogy, accordin.g to tbei:(" particular nature!s" 

'I'hus~ all the creative activity going on cont>tl';l .. ntly might b(~ 

seen as purposive ~ but the idea of morality cannot ahi"DYs be applied 

to it. If the "lind. causes a tree to fa1l and kill a child "'Ie do not 

blame the \,rind a.nd t.he tree in the same vlay ~~e would blame a man ,.;bo 

brought about the sa.me result.. Only \.;hen the conceptual pole is 

capable of functioning deliberately, and consci.ously~ does morality 

enter :into t.he sj.tuation. 

IIJherec;s Kant saw the llcces.s:ity for God in the moral order, 

IP1~ MJ t, p~ ( __ ~ 
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experience of the actual \\lcrJ.d? moral order be:i.ng merely a certain 

aspect of the general order. God is omnipresent: in three 'days 

(another 9:'rini ty) :, he is the foundation of all order and t thus, of 

all actuality, because \.;i thout order in nature there would be no 

actuaJ. world; he :j.s the lure J..eading to novelty, by mem:u,: of ~'lhich 

there is Ii "'ling advance; and he is the uni. ty of all the resulting 

actuaJ..ities. 

Lik.l;;) all act.ual entities he has hIO natures or poles. In. 

his "primordial nature" he includes all l)Ossible conceptual feelings 

"including among thei.r data all eternal objects ff •
l 

He is "the un

limited conceptucu reali?~at:Lon of the absolute wealth of potent.i.al:Lty tl.
2 

The eterna,l obj(~cts are arranged in order relevan.t to all realiJ:.,able 

condi tiona. F':com this potentiali ty a.rises God I s super jec tive funct:i.on 

in the scheme of thing[;., He acts as a lure for every concrE!,sc:ing 

actual entity. God's consequent nature, or physical pole, is the 

result of hi.s prehensions of all the other actual entities. 

he is not E..£r.~£~. all creat.ion, but: !l.?:.!:.g all crcatioXl". 3 

fl . .. . " 

PrimordialJ..y God provides the possibilities for the individual 

actual ent.ity; and these individu[;u possibilities are .situated in 

graded cross·"refe:cence to tho possibilities for aJ.J. else 0 The point 

for O"Llr topic is that 110 individual entity in the u.niv~,rse ever acts 

in isolalion. ~['.his moans: lIThe self·~.::;u.fficing independent ma.n~ \\lith 

his peculiar property ,<{hich concerns no one else 9 :Ls a concept 1:Jithout 

any valid:i. ty for modern d.vilizat~on". 4 
There are as max:ty possible 

____ .. _ .... _" ......... , .. , ... __ ._ ........ & _____ • ___ ~ __ ._. __ '_J ........ - ..... ___ .... _._ .. _,_, .... '"""""...,_ ... __ • __ .... ~_ .... __ ._., 

1 Ib;,~cl' ~ p. 134. 

2Ib · , 
_._2:.£' .~ p. 521. 

4.]_ I 
A . 9 p. 3'+. 
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goods as there are individual actual entiti.es. Each has i.ts own 

God-·gi ven possi.bili ties graded in re fe:rencc to some ideal; but c:til 

are held in tb:;} ordered ~!2.:b.tt of God! s primordial nat.u.re 6 ~rhe outcome 

is the physical. unity of civilization. 

The fact that there is 8. uniqne individuality for each actunl 

entity sheds a l:i.ttle light on the difficulties men have cxperien.ced 

because of rigid moral codes. Higid conformity is not a chA.Tacteristic 

of the living universe. Values are a.s many as the actualities; 1:n~t 

the ind:i.v).due.l values are not unlimited, for each is related to all 

the others~ 2.'hJs dos·s not mean only all the other 12.1:"!!!l~ entiti.es (a human·· 

istic Vie'L'f)'1 for i.t includ.es all the entities of the environment, 

the developing pollution problem i.8 forcing us to reali~le. ~:here is 

even more than this t.o be considered.. The mind in its sea.rch for 

understanding finds always myste)..>y that lures but seems. to be un·-

fathomable. Human life is restricted to a minute portion of the 

universe, but human :i.nstinct ~ reinforced by T'cu;son ~ and by the t.esti-· 

mony of experience, X'f:lates thi.s life to something that iJ.bides, thai;. 

is a1ways there ~ the reality that lies bebind and \>li thin aJl things. 

Ii'rom God B-B E:~~~~l~'!:J:~_:, the menta.l polo ~ come all the possi.~· 

bilities for order in the rlOrld. God as ~:~E£.~.:...i!?~_~iY..£.! lures the 

creating entitic[;. God as E.2!!~£..q~lh the physical pole 1 is the 

receiver of the objectifications of all the other actual ent:t.ties of 

the 1,-Jorld~ God is interwoven with the \>wrld: he l)rovides aLL the 

possibilities for the world, provides motivation for each centre of 

activity 9 and rc c~;:L yes all the actualities. 



He docs not create the \wrld\ he f.;aves it~ or~ more 
accurately, he is the poet of t.he Horld\ with tender 
patience ieading it by his visi"on of truth~ beauty, and 
goodness. 

1/+ 

He does this by lithe patient operation of the over-.powering rationality 
~, 

of hj.s conceptual harmonizati.on". c:. 

The selectiveness of individual experience is moral so 
far as it conforms to the balance of impo:t"'tance disclosed 
in the rational vision; a.nd conversely the conversion of 
the intellectu8.l insight into an emotional force corrects 
the sensitive experience in t.he direction of morality. 
The corr~ction if; in proportion to the rclt:Lonali ty of the 
insight.':;> 

It might be revlardine to exc~mine some of the differing v5.E!ws mcn have 

had about what is rational, but fox' our purpose it is enou.gh to realize 

that the meaning varies ,;lith human experience and that WE, can expect 

to find no simpJ.e, universal agreement. T.he meaning evolves as under-

stan.ding develops., 

In this thesis -V{8 are interested in how the actual ent.ity that 

is <.l. human org<'Ulism achieves its concrescence~ This complex~ structured 

society of a.ctual occa.sions is ruled. by a "presiding occasionl!4 produced 

by the coordination of t.he b:r·ain. At the first stage of a Goncresceuce ~ 

influences st.realn in from the world around. 'D1G numbe:dcc·;r3 physical 

actual entities and nexus duplicate closely their immediate predecessors~ 

but the ruling psychical society can ill1agine alternatives and prehend 

positively (grasp as a cotn})onent of itself) or negativeJ.y (reject as a 

3J·b , , 
. ..:.....2:.£· I' 

411.-' 
_.!-:J,.(~. ~ 

---~---~""-' 

pp. 22··23 • 
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component of itself) a.cco:cdiug to \·;:i.sh. From HJ_l its prehensions 

the human organ:L~ml i:.'.chiev'es its £iabl:lfaction, completing its con-' 

cresc:ence and becoming an everlasting, stubboX'n~ fact in the UniV(31"se! 

a d.atum. 

Because of the j,nterrelatedness of actual entities t the hurnan 

entity has become imrnediately an object of which other entities must 

take account. It has, in Hhitehead's words, "'objective immortality! 

whereby what is divested of its own living immediacy becomes a real 

t · 'h 1" . d" f b . If 3.. componen" ~n ot; ,e1' lVl.ug lffime .J.aC:Les o' ecoi'nng. It is forever 

there. It can never be anything different.. The process c.annot be 

reversed. v and what folloHs in that process W1Wt inescnp,,:t1:;ly take 

account of it. lYThe stubborn reality of the absolute 58J. f.·~·atta:i.nment 

of each :Lndi \ridual is bOUl1d ll11 "/i th a relativ:L ty 'fdhj.ch i t :LSE:n;a~s froHl 

d . . t It 2 an ~ssues 1n'O • An actual entity is not only a living subject 

creating its own moment of existence~ it is also an everlastinB object 

available for prehension by future actual enti t:5.BS. Hhat, they ca.'1 be-

come depends on what it has become. 

The point for tId.s thesis is that it ahlays matters \,ihat you. 

do" Inescapably you are c:ceabng youn.:;elf and the el1vi.ronment with 

which your future self and tho ,others must. interact. That environment 

includes a11 else that e:lClsts; it stretches on all sid.es in space and 

time, from adjacent entities that touch you to thoEie that are dimJ.y ... 

senscd or UnkllOirlD in the past and in the future that stretches on 

forever. An individua.l decision and action sets in Illation a ripple 

---.. -"-"-'~--'."~-'------'-------' 

p. ix~ 

2A-- 200 1., p. ./. 



that spreads in all direc.tion.:;, nnd the whole seething complex of 

existence quivers ano.chaJlges. 'L'his is wel1-€ixpressed by modern 

physics Bin terms of energy? acti vi ty t and the vibratory different:ia~· 

tions of space· .. time. Any local agitation shc.tK.es the whole un:i .. verse. 

The distant effects c.tre minutl;; I but they are there".l 

1 
HT~ p. 188. 
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'I'mWRY Oli' VALUE: 

\vhitehead haE not gi V{·'na. a.t,;tfd.led. examination of mora]. value 

in itself, but "'lha.t he has v/ri tten a.bout V"8.1ue in general :provides a 

"",lay through \'fhieh vIe can focus on ou.r subject, ~:he discussion is 

ba.scd~ a.s :1.1:; his whole philosophical SChemE! 1 on the fundamental a(~sthetic 

human experience, discussed in the previous chelpter.. It is the feeling 

of being-:i.n. .. ·the-i·wrlc.l. y of whtch the existentiaJ.ists speak ~ and it :5.n-

volves evaluc1.tion and choice in every a~,pect. ~ro feeI a1.1ytbj.ng" to 

think about anything~ to know an~ltJ:d.ng, to be ai"a.re of c:wytld.ng in any 

thai; is? a higher pIa.ce on a scaJ ... e of v<~lue.; 8.r.td thuG rise out of the 

amorphous environment. ~rh:i..s is the expe:cienc(~ of the J.o\4J.iest act'l.l.al 

enti.ty as it recogni.zes an.d reacts with a eerta ... :i.n other Hpu:t'f of exist~" 

the experience of each and every occasion in the process. 

~'he very act of becoming actual i.s the attainment of value. 

Every actual entity on aehievj.l:J[!; concrescence attains its final va.lue 

and, 8.t. the Game time, becomes a condition for value for \"hat follOl';;:=; 

i.ll the proce,ss. 

But each occasion~ in its character. of being a fin.ished 
creature, is a value of some definite s})f::cii':i.c sorto 1'11u8 
a mind must be a routf.) whose various occasions exhibit 
some comrnunity of type of valuo~ Similarly a bit of ma.tter 

17 



or an electron ·u must 1.)e (-) :r'0ute ,ibo8e various occas:\,om:; 
exhibit some community of type of value.l 

Each occasion becomes i'~~~,*f as it achie'ves a sat:i.sfying concrescence 

from the strands of pl'ehension (feelings) th,at; have import,ance for it; 

and. it immediately becomes available for prehension by sub,5equellt 

occasions~ Evaluation is basic in the process. 

\ve sha1l never ela,bo.t"ate an explCl.nat.ory metaphysics 
unless \'Ie abolish this notion of valueless? vacuous 
existence. Vacuity is the c:haX'ii'l.cter of an abstracti.on 
.' • •• Its l~an actuality's . .! vex'y exist.ence is the 
presentation of its many components to itself" for tlH? 
sake of its aim ends • .' • •. An actuaJ.i ty • • • can be 
ana.lysed as a process of feeling its own component'£lo 
~ • • each actuality is an occa.sion of flxperience ~ the 
outcome' of it,s own purposes" 

Horeove:r,'~ "2:.he generic atm of process is the a.ttainment of 

"Z 

importance" ,./ that is to say ~ of increase of value. vihitehead SD.yf,; 

that this ultimate value has been brol-;.:en up into 11guardian,ship of 

mores ~ or of Y."uJ.es of tbought $ or of mysti.c sentiment ~ or of aesthetic 

it 
enjoymfmt" ~ but each of these is only part of the unity of purpose of 

lithe process of nature ". 1'he point for this thes:is j.s that "guardian·., 

ship of rnore.s" cannot be bloi'm up to such proportions th'::.l,t it obscures 

18 

or pu,ts limits on the ultimate aim" Indeed~ sOiilet:i.mes moral considera-

tioXl.[' m8.y not be relevant. }'or example, \Vbi tehead relates hoi'! he 

attendod a performance of the opera Carmen 1;Jith tvw cbild"r(m 9 and. h01:: 

he had difficulty in answel'ing their questions abou,t the mora~ L~ha1Jiour 

of the smugglers and the heroine. He remarhs: "But the retreat of 

morals in the presence of mtu:d.G~ and of dancing'l c\nd the general gaiety 

lRN1 pp. 105-106. 

2FR~ p. 25 .. 

3M1\ p. 16. 
~. 

LocQ cit" 



of the theatre, is a fact ve'!:'y ir..tercsting to philosophers and very 

puzz;ling to the official censors!!.1 

Beside this quotation we should place another: "The charge 

of immorality i.s not refuted hy pohlting to the perfectim1 of art".2 

Art has to do vith appearance and itl;l aims are twofold: Beauty in 

that Appearance 1 and ~Cruth in its portrayal ()f Reality (]: here copy 

Whi tehead I s use of capitals). There can be Beauty without portrayaJ_ 

of Reality. The arrangeme:nt of the "qua.litative objects" that make 

up the Appearance eaIl be such that lithe \;/h01e heightens the feelin.gs 

for the parts9 and tb::: parts heighten the f(~eling.s for the "'Thole, and 

for each other t13 and the experience is beautiful but not necessarily 

19 

expressive of 'rruth about th<:? real world. 'l'h:i..s is Beauty in Appearance. 

Supreme Beauty is attain,"d only olhE;'n the Appearance bears a t.rut.h-

relation to Reality. In snch caGe it expreSSE!l3 'l'ruth that 1I1ie::=.; be-

It 
yond the dictionary mean:ings of \>fords!!. 

Moral VaJ.u.e 

Ho:cality is concerned not \"ith appearance but \'Jith the c:on.st;i·~ 

tution of Reality. IIGood and evil 1io in depths and di.,stances be-lOll{ 

and beyond appearance. 'l'hey sole1y concern in.ter,,·relations 1.dthin the 

real world.". 5 Some instance of the perfection of a:r.·t may pOE)sibly 

lessen the good in the larger ViCi<i and can even be a posi t.i ve e,lil" 

Whi tehe:ad I s an.alysis of the situati.on has relevance at the present time 

l Ibiq• ~ p. 18. 

2AI 
~ p. 268. 

3 
Jbi_~;. 9 p. 267 •. 

4Ib - ~ 1.Q_, po 266. 

5_n~j.d. 'I po 267e 



when, to use his words, 1I10ve1's of art \,11'10 a.re most insistent 011 the 

doctrine of ',s.rt. for art I s sake I are apt. to be indignant at the 

banning of art; for the sake of other int.erest::;!!.1 'The perfection of 

art must give place tC) the unity of purpoi:.,e of t.he \,,1101e procesfh 

"Thus God! s purpoGe in the creative cl.dvance is the evocation 

f "t "t" ,,2 0: ::t.n ens~ J.e,~," ~ What :l.s valuable or 1Tgoodll is heightened exp<~rience 

of the 1;thclle process ~ ",hich is, of course, the sum of the eXI)eri.ence 

of all the entities. 'I'he proper aim of each concreso::ence is to attain 

t.he most intense satisfact:Lon possible to it ~ which is another "lay of 

sayinr; Hits great£~st intrinfdc ,rr.;.lv.e ll
• HoraJ.:ity is the maximizing of 

all experience ~ that of the human self and of other hu.man beings e.nd i 

indeed ~ of all the actual occAsi.ons in. the \'lhole pro(;(~ss. 

\<Ie recall (fr-om pages 7"",a) that an individua.l ~ persona.l 

occa.sion is a Itunity of emotions" or HsubjeGtive reactions to the en .. · 

vir-oilment as active in my natul:'(::lt. 3 From the countless supply of 

possibi.lities the neH occasion chooses to pret>erve ,18 many ciual:i.ties 

as possible with as much :i.ntensity of enjo;>rment as possi.bJ.e~ a.nd the 

anticipation of the result brings the future into the constitution of' 

20 

tbe I)resent. Thus the concrescing occasion i:s concern(;:d. beyond itself ~ 

indeed Hi th the universe past a."ld present ~ as it weaves all the chosen 

strands into its mm nature. Nora1ity rws to do 1Ilith preserving as 

many values ClS possible and ",Ji th introducing nev' structures to enhan.ce 

experience. 

pp.26'(-268. 

') 
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God in his primordial nature provides all the conceptual 

possibilities arranged in Ita unified structure of possible good in 

. t t· .,]. any 81. ua .. J.on·. This is the source of the abfwlute obligation thut, 

as Kant said, is implied in human freodom" There is an obligation 

to become acqua.inted with as n;.smy D,S possible of the sb'ands of thE: 

concrete situat.ion and to allo\>! God I s aim -. Hthe actualization of 

the 'J{ider~ more complete creative ordflr of gOOd,,2 _. to be the guide 

in their uxdfication into the maximum expE!rience possible in that 

occasion" 

Is there some 'day of analyzing such a situation \-lith the hope 

of fi.nding rules for guidance'? Whitehead I s analysis of t.he a.esthe,tic 

experience produced by gre8.t painting shows principles of compof.;:l tiol? 

7-

that may be appl.ied to [;tl1 va.1.uo-experience. J In the words of George 

Morga.nl Jr.: liThe individual be2J.l..tty of that moment~ its intrinsic 

\"orth~ is ineffable 1 but something flU'l:'l be sctid about the qualities 

If 
which raake :i.t beautiful!!. Hhitehead \·;rites: 

The canons of art are mcreJ.y th,€; expression., in specialized 
forms, of the requisites for depth of experience. The 
princ:i.,ples of morali t.y ax'e allied to the ca.nons of art ~ in 
that they 13.180 express, in .anoth(~r conl1ection~ the same 
requisi tes.') 

lD. D. ""ilJ.:i..ams ~ "M()ral Oblieation in Process Philosophy", 
!JJ'£~"?: ~th ivhitEi~.~::'!., eel. G. Kline l (l!~ngle'v!ood Gliffs~ N.J"l 1963)l 
pQ 190. 

2Loc~ cit. -_. --
3 1\.19 pp. 251f~ 

4George I1orgal1~ Jr. ~ I!\;lhi tehead 1 s Theo:r-y of Va.lue 11 ~ 
j;iol1a.l Jour:gf?_l_2..~.)~~.h.?:£~" XLVII (193'1), 312··3J.3. 

Il1.te:rna-
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'I'he chie f of these requisi tea is Hal'mony 9 II/hich m;;;ans that the 

components "do not inhibit 0118 anotheX' in the final unit;)' of feeling,,;l 

but Harmony alone lllay be tr'ivial, for example, a perfectly spherj. cal 

ballG There must also be .st:cength~ which is the result of two factors 

whic,h VJhitehead calls IiHassiveness l1 and "IntensityllQ l1assivenoss refers 

to "variety of detail lJI'ith effecti\re contrastl!,,2 In:tenr:;ity is produced 

by the introduction of components that elicit the feeling of aesthetic 

destruction ".Thich villi tE~hei:1d calls a I!discord8,nt feelin.gl! 9 but which. 

22 

serve to intensify the positive feelings or to introduce new possibilities 

of experience. 

He explains that ther'6 a.r'J degrees ()f perfection.; Ilthat always 

there are imperfect occasion.s better than occasions wh:i.ch real:i.z;e somi::'! 

given type of pcrfection lt
•
3 In factI progress is possible only because 

of this situation. ~rhe social value of hUrrio.n freedom 1ieE3 in its pro'·' 

duction of diH(:ords. Indefin~.te repetition of one type of perfection 

leads to stalene~:;.s and the st.ifling of genius. Vlh:Ltehe8,d says that 

something of this ,sort happened to the Byzantine Empire and to the 

Chinese Empire" Hediterrancan civilization esc8.ped a simile<X' fate by 

me.9.l.1S of the in1'oo-l0.s of the Barbarians 8.11.0. the rise of t\~O religions ~ 

Christianity and 'i If:;la.rnG New possibilitief:l were :i.ntroduGed,~ new idea,,s 

of perfection to be progressively realized .. 

Adventure is esscntia1 because the process is made up of 

individual self-creating entities or occrisions. Thus, in personal 

2 
AI~ p. 252. 

3Ib.~:.9:. ~ p~ -:)56 c. • 

4Ib · , 
_21.9.- ~ po 257Q 



organisms the conceptual pole introdu.c€H3 ideas that contrast \"ith 

the realities inherited from the phYDical pole. Life can be thou.ght 

of as 1109. bid for freedomll. "\'Je require both t.~he advantage,,;: of social 

preservat.ion~ a.nd the contrary st:i..muhw of the heterogeneit.y derived 

from freedom",,]. "Cont.rast eJ.:i..C'i ts aCId;}:) 7 and only shallow experience 

is possible ,,;hen there is a :Lack of patterned contrast" 0 2 The harmony 

needed. to brine about a un.i ty of experi'ence out of all the factors is 

achieved. by an. adjustment of the relative intensities of incompatible 

feeJ..ings~ or by the introducti.on of l.l. novel system of feelings to link 

the incompa.tib1e ones,,? Evil is produ.ccd when. a feel:i.ng of cl:Lscord or 

23 

'l.'he ski.ll of the u:r'tiot lies in his abili.ty t.o introduce a wide 

r;",nge of variety <,,:Del contrast) even discord ~ \,dthin tn.".l unifying ha.rmony 

at \:/hich he ai-mc;.. In. moral vo.luc most ~ if not 2,.11 ~ o:f these fa.ctors 

are a.l.rcady present a!3 ingredi.ents i.n the complex persona} ities and 

events that con,st..i.tute t11'1 .. \ gj .. b.mtiol1 t and the [;;].;:i11 lies in recognizing 

them and bringi.ng them \'lithj.l1 ell l.m.ifying harmony \~hile al1cn,ring them 

the max:i.r:mm ind:i.\'·:.i.d"\'l.al int,m-s:i ty posGible;·. 

Vlhen \\le speak of morc.l.J.s vie hav", in mind a sj.tuation in 'flhich 

there is t.he pu] 1 of the indi vi dual! s desires ~ the pull of thIS! desires 

and rights of c.,there, and the pull o.f the \<ii~.er"l gc.ner·al good. 

The ind.ividual j..,s important" Every actual entity has intrinsic 
_______ ._,. .......... , .... _ ... ~_._ ... =, ............................. ~. __ ._~, ........ _._. __ .t~,~ .. ~? ..... ,.""" .. _ ........ __ ...... _ .. ""' ..... _._._,._""'~ ... ___ W<_.~. ____ ~_ ....... _, ___ _ 
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value as B>. centre of creativity related to'God's aim foJ(' it. '''Value' 

is the word I use for the By the 

individual creativity t.he vlorld is being creai;ed~ that actuality which 

God receives into rd.s 0\l:1l cOJrll3equen't nntu.re~ As is necessary for an 

ord.ered \OJorld s i.nstead of formless c1WO,(5 ~ the indlvidua.l must act wi thln 

God's aim for it. For 0xf3,mple~ a human, creature cannot: step off a 

high window·~s:i.l1 as a bird can '1 not \>Jithou.t devising some suitable 

appendages. "T}l.1.~s 8.n orig:i.n1~lity in the temporal \-lOrld is cond:i .. tioned.~ 

though not determined~ by an initial subjective aim supplied by the 

ground of all order and of all. orie;:i.nalityll ~ 2 

Life pulses through all the individual actual entit.:i.€!s each 

E-

of which clutches at its mm "vivid irmiled.:i.acyll/ but all are part of 

the one process in which they are enmeshed and on \~hich they are 

dependent" '1:he experience of e';;1.ch is part of t.he expcl."'J..ence of all ~ 

and the experience of aJ.l is part of the experi,ance of each" 

The importa.nce of the in,div:l.dua,ls and. the importance.' of the 

g€~nera.l good rccp,dre harmol1.i:;d.ng ",;0 that the ma.:..'{imum experience pos-·· 

sible can be reac.hed. This is not easy to ,,;cd:: out, for it means 

neither an average level of atta:i.nrn'~nt nor the good of the majo.rity. 

Each strives for [(;aximum experience within its Q1..i1) conditions and t 

because the \·rhole community is constantly i.n process and adjustment:;; 

are continually being made ~ the \oJhole can attain higher experience from 

the vivid experience of a fei-! or even of' C)1(l. 



On the same point lv/hi teheud writes that IIlife is robbery ll 

for all living entities require food which is taken in ix'om the en-

vironment in the form of other enUt:tes.· These ma.1I" b,e of a lOwer type ~ 

or of a higher type which !la,1"0 to be broken d.O\1/n for use. lIlt is at 

this point that \<lith life morals become acute. Th.e robbc.:C requires 

. t'f" t" III JUS'~'l.Ca. lon • Of course most of the robbery :Ls more subtle than 

the taking of food but the pri,nciple is the same. The living entity 

must take from its enviro.nmen'l:. in order to realb:.e its potentia.lities. 

It mu::,t also support that environment for it is pa.rt of it and cannot 

exist without i.t. 1'hc relGltionship is a ki!ld of interplay and, as 

Vlhitehead elaborates,2 there is no exact boundary line between the 

entity and its environment. An organism is merely a centre of intense 

locali.zed activit.y in the process of existence. 

25 

The h1.l.lilan entity can ba.l3e its action on a purely local, perS01l<3J. ~ 

selfish~ horizon; but the more it ccl.l1 widen its viev!point and uxld01'stand 

the totaJ. si tu.at:i.on, the more its action will approximate the increase 

in valu,':!«·experience, lithe evocation· of intensities",3 which is God I s 

ultimate purpose. Altruism is a necessity; all art: in it together and 

all have potentialities to be reali~~E!'(i as much as possible wi thin the 

community., There are too, communities beyond community to \-lhich all 

belon.g~ u.ntil~ if one's vision would allo1JJ~ there is community of the 

total ongoing process. In. \·lIhi teheacl' s philosophy' God in h.is consequent 

nature d'8als v!i th that, and all he has to ,'lork \'/ith is \<yhat the entHie.s 

. of the process have created. 

----.. ------,,--~---.. -.--.-,--.. -
11 '..1. JOC. Cl. [,0 --, -_._. 



Value·~experj_ence constitutE:s lithe essential nature of each 

pulsat.ion of actuality. Everything has some value fexr itself, for 

1 
others, and for the whole II c '1118 conception of morals arises from 

the reali2;ation that ni~e have no right to deface the v<:.->.lue-experience 

which i.s the very essence of the universe". 
2 

It fo11o.;l8 trwn tha.t 

to make a good moral dec:i.sion the ,.,'idest view should be taken. There 

are values in lines of inheritance of contem})orary persons, things? 

and communities 9 to be considered, along with the effect the decision 

will have on. the future of all.. From the primord.ial nature of God 

COHle t.he ide;:ls cU1d possibilities whieh rea.son SUggE"stso If t.he vie 1'1 

can be farsighted enough the ideal for the \</h010 process will enter 

into the decisi.on. 

In such a comple:¥.:i ty ~ in Hhich it is not possible to kno"J all 
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the relevant factors v the moral decision can only be £l_Q!.'~. or less good, 

The person making the decision canllot kno'd even his m'll:! complicated 

mal{eup, let alone that of other persons, and cannot be entirely objec··, 

tive no matter how hard he tries. Thj,s is not a 1."eaGOn for despairi 

it is just a feature of the human situation to be rememberE~cl. 'fhe 

scientist, too, has to cope with i.t. Williams suggests: "\-/hen one 

\Olho wields po"Jo1' submits his judgments to a ''Ii.der criticism, he may 
-;( 

be acknmdedgil1g that his own bias needs such a c.or:ccctivE)".,./ 'l'h:i.8 

is \1hat the scientist does. There \0[88 a time \f;hen both scientist 

I 
MT, p. 1510 

2L . f-
oc~ C}.v. 

7: 

./D. D. \1illi8.m.s~ C12.o sjt.! pQ 193. 
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and moral:i 1St tl10ugh-l; that. H fe"1 p,j.mp:.l Po 3'111 es would cover everything? 

but now both find that the:l.r muterials are extremely complex and that 

each revelatio.1"l only openEi a vlindo,,! to more c:ornplexi ty. 

It is hard enough to ferret out the factors on which the moral 

decision must b:~ based, but a greater difficulty lies in the fact that 

everything exists in a state of ongoing process. There is alwa.ys the 

risJ<.: that some actual entities j of high or 1m>[ degree, will not act as 

they usually do.. In a li.ving ,situation this is ullavoidable" Life 

entails the ability to break out :i.n neH directions" "Jhi tehead writes: 

IlL ' ,. f ,. 1.. 1] . 1 . n 1 1ie re :US8S ~o ue em0a~ea a 1ve • 

Also, entities belong to mal1Y different groups and sometimes 

as members of a group they do not act in the same fashion 8S they do 

individtwlly or in other groups. '1'his is as true of people a,s it is 

of oxygcn~ In some combinati.ons both a.re lethal ~ though by i tacIf 

oxYC;en supports life 8.nd so do,:;s the normal indtvidual per~30n~ ~:here 

are psyeh.ological factors that come into play wi thin a personality 

depending on whether he is actin£!; us a Canadian citi;&en~ an English-

speaking Canadian~ a Protestant, a parent, a part of a mob, etc., 

Such factors can be recogniz.ed and compensat.ed for to a degree~ though, 

for instance, perGons who have been part of a mob aro unable to account 

for the pO\ier that gripped them and pulled them a.long in the grou.p 

action. The ability to act together is necessary for human progreSS 9 

even survival, but it has fearful possibilities. 

ivhen factors are affective .~~!J: subconsciously morC:J~i ty is not 

a cons:i.deration~ there being no v.J8.y of deliberating on such ingredients", 

p. 5150 



\'/e can see that there is always x"ide in any decision, moral 

or otherHise. There is ah"ays the chance that €:yil may result from 

even the best decision~ a thought that sometimefJ crosses my mind '.<lhen 

I offer a ride in my car to help someone and then look ahead to th(?) 

uncertai.nties of th(~ flow of traffic. Faith of appropr:i..a.te kind is 

a factor in all of life ~ though \·;e usual1y reserve the word for man's 

religious confidence in the rightness of things and of his natural 

place therein" A 1I1eap of faith" must be taken 1:.'efore anyone can do 

anything. This, in appropriate degree, is the experience of all 

actual en ti ties in the process ~. 

It is pos,sib1e that: the only choice may invoJ.ve the doing of 

\~hat :1..'3, from some viet.gpoints t a positive evil $ Consider the use of 

guns by th.e police.. The very fact th.at men a.re required to t.ake 

training in how to shoot their fe110v,'111'en is evil, but to many people 

it is a necessity for t}w mainten.ance of a pr!(1ce ful community. 'I.'hey 

forget that some policemen, for exc:.;,rnple j in. England, man.ace well l;lith<~ 

out guns. Indced 1 there is evi.dence to show that the very presence 

of the policeman's gun incites opposi.tion and. hi.s use of it may cV'en 

st8rt the riot~ as some. \'titnc~sses claim happened in the Chicago riot 

of 1968. In this situ.ation no matter 'dhich vie.,rpoint preva.).ls~ the 

other will see :i. t as evil. This prmrides a challenge to reason. to 

devise a resolution. agreeable to bot.h9 perh8.ps by introduc:i.ng "a novel 

systemlf~ as suggested above (p~ 23), for example, a chemical. bullet 

such alS :i.s used in studying wild animals I that. wi.JJ. halt but not ma:im 

or k:Ul ~ thus providing time for \;;orking out a constx'uctive course of 

action" Another example of choosing bet\,.reen evils :i.a provided by the 

28 
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conflict of interests beb.,reEln individuals and community over the 

building of a high-rise apartment in a neighbourhood of single·~fam:Uy 

homes. It is ha.rd. to decidf~ just where the rights of individualt. ta1w 

precedence over the needs of the community. 

\vhitehead introduces interesting possibilities Hh.en he writes~ 

At first sighi;~ the notion of any important connection 
bob.een the mul ti.plication table and the moral beauty of 
the Sermon on the M01.mt is fantastic. And yet ~ consid.eration 
of the development of human clarity of experience from its 
foundation of confu.si,d. animal satisfactions discloses l'aathe·" 
rnatical understanding as the primary example of insight into 

1 
the nature of the Good~-

In IfHathematics and the Good" he reminds, us of Plato I s lecture on .the 

topi.c and e1ucidates further. An actu8.l entity is made up of pX'e-

hensions \'lhich it has i.ntegrated according to its min pattern. 11 .. 

activity mean.s the origination of patterns of aS6emblage~ and. mathe-

matics is the study of pattex'·l;.I!Q 2 Th:Ls is the "clue \'ihich relates 

3 mathematics to the study of the good, and the study of the bad!!. 

vlhitehead notes the great ch;3 .. nge in the underst.andil1.g of 

mathemat5.cs, :i,n which he himself played a. significant part, and of 

which everyone is becoming aware as our technological society develops. 

He notes Han :i.mmense extension of algebra ll and the t.ra.n,sformation of 

1+ 
mathemati.cs "into the j.ntellectual clJlalysi.s of types of pattern". 

IHT~ p. lOL~~ 

2SP9 p. 114. 
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Patterns can be studied by meang of mathematics and a.pplied i.n par·., 

ticular circumstances Hhere they are relevant. \lfh:i,.tehead meJcel:; a 

forecast: 

Having regard to the i.mmensity of its subject·-matter 
mathematics , even modern ma.thematics, is a 6c:i.ence in 
its babyhood. If c:brilization contimHw to aclva.nce, in 
the next t,1ItO thou8and years the overwhelming novelty in 
human thought .. rill be the dominance of mathematical 
understanding"l 

~'he idea is that events in the personal and social life of 

mankind e.re avai.lable for the attention of rfl<:.\.thematicians even as are 

those that form the: subject-matt,er of phys::i.cso \'lh5.tehead I s philosophy 
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enables us t.o see that all events are part of the one complex assemblage 

and that it should be possible to use mathematics :i.:n utlderstanding [And 

directing any pa,rt a.nd all of it., The Good wiJ,.l be reali:zecl pro"" 

gressi vely as patterns of activity a.:t'G established Cl.l."ld modified to\>lard 

that. (::nd" I suppose that even ncn·/ IBM machines are programmed to ma.ke:: 

SOmf~ decisions of a very general nature that could be called mor-al ones, 

for example, concerning housing; but it seems to me that the moral 

decision may lie with the p1'ogrcl.lllmer;:; "IIlho gath,er a.nd p1'oce.ss the datao 

'l'hey have an obligation to miss nothing that has a bearing on t.he 

subject. 

The data relevant to a moral decision~ in which powerful em 0'·' 

tiol1s playa la1'8e part, Hould seem to be much more difficult to 

abstract than are the dat.a of physics. H,n-/ to recognize ,mel comnnm:i.·· 

cate such information and ma.ke it a1!ai1able i,n sui t.able form for 

mathematical harl.dling consU tutcs a basic problem. The task E:hauld 

l.L ae. cit. 



be easier now than a fe~; years ago, for the younger generation seems 

bent on exposing all the dark corners of' the human person; and 

psychiatrists a.re available fol" probing for the unconscious data. 

In spite of this, it seems to be en.ormously difficult to get the 

relevant particulars and to devise a ws,y of evaluating them~ 

The value of an a.ctual occasion ~ that is! its degree of satis" 

faction on attaining concrescence~ depends on the intensity of that 

experience.
l 

'r'he intensity varies as the structure. vIe recall (p. 22) 

that "Intensity Proper" :1.8 bound up with flMassiveness" and d0pends on 

"v8.riety of detail Vii th effective contra.st".2 The inclusion of the 

me,ximum number and intensity of elements and con.trasts Hi thin the 

harmony of the moral decision sh.ould produce the best E: oluti. on. pos·· 

sible in the circUl11::.;t:cU1ces. 
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As Pizante points out ~ this 11requires knowledg i;: of the condi t:i.ons 

regulating the conjoint realiz,n.t.ion of various eternal objects in res,· 

pact to various possib1e grades of realization ll •
3 This~ he f:i.nds~ mea.rl0'3 

that the elements turn out to be the reli3.tions between simple eternal 

objects. Mathematics can deal \"ith relations in all their complexity. 

Perhaps~ for our pLlrposes~ this discussion is sufficient to indicate 

that mathematics may be expected to play an i!iCreasingly important. role 

in the development of moral theory. Once the problem is expressed 

mathematically "the manipulation of the algebraical symbols dOHS your 

reasoning for you~ provided that ;)'OU keep to the algebraic rulel3li~ 4 

-----.-.. --------"--.----~-------,.----,--.-.--------
l"J.'his is discussed i.n Chapt.er 9 of Pizante! s Thesis. 

2 AI, p. 252. 

322.. ci.:t..~ p. 36o~ 
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III 

E~'HIGAL CODES 

1!1'he Horal Code is the bchaYiour~·patte:r.l1s ~!hj.ch in the 

environment for which it is desi.gned \..rill promote th{~ evolution of 

th t . 't d· t ft· ,,1 . a, Em'l!1.ronmenc 'ov!ar_s l. s proper per ec ;]_on • It prescribes for 

the interaction of individuals and th~~ community. It embodies \.Jhat 

the society takes to be the ul tima te purpos.'2s fO!" Hhich it exists 1
2 

and it. contains a view of the \-rorth and ata tUB of th.e :i.ndi vidul:'l.l 

In(~mbel""S and of t]:w:i.r duty to ea.eh othel'.' cUld to the C Ol'llmun it yo I'Je 

need such cocles to I1ca.rl'Y us beyond our Q\.Vl1 ,- '"' Ql.rec" irnl'n€~ di(';"t t~~ illSights!l. 

AlthOl.lgh he has not gone into thi~3 subject extensively 1 i'!hitl?~ 

head makes one point very c1ea1.': no moral code can be e.bsolute and 

unchangingo 

Boral codes have suffered from. the exaggerated cla.i.!lK> 
made for them~ ~'he d.ogmatic fallacy has here done its 
worst. Ea.ch such code h.a.s been put out by a God on a 
mountain top~ or by a Saint in a ca,ve~ or by a divine 
Despot on. a throne, or ~ at thE~ 10\.;e8t, b;~r ancestors with 
a wisdom beyond later question.. In any case~ each code 
i13 i.n.capable of improvem~n:t i cUld lmfortunately in d·et.ails 
they fail to cl.gree with each other or vii th our existing 
moral intuitions. The result is that.the world is shocked, 

1 AI, p~ 2.91. 

-, 
. MT, p. 19. 
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or amused, by the sight of' saintly old people hiudering 
i.n the name. of moralfty the remo'val of obvious brutalities 
from a legal system • 

• • ~ the defence of morals is the battle~·'cry which best 
rallies stupidity against cha.nge" Perhaps countless ages 
ago respectable runoehae refused to migraj:El from ocean to 
dry larl.d .. refusing in defen.ce of morals .. 2 

Norals consists in the a,l.m at. t}H~ ideal ~ and at its lowest 
it concerns the prevent-ion of relapse to lO',v(:!:r' levels~ 
Thus st.agnat:i.on is the deadly fo,'9 of n1Qra.li ty,. Yet in 
human society the champions of morality a:r.'e on the \·Jhole the 
fierce opponents of ne\<; ideals~ 1'1ankind has been afflicted 
",ith low··toned mo:r.·al~sts~ o1::lject:.ing to expulsion from 
some Garden of E;cl.0n.·:> 

Those societies which cannot cOLubine !"everencc to their 
s y mbOls

4
1<lith freedom of rev-isioTl s must ultimate1y decay 

• e. e Ib 

This is only to be expected when lithe very essence of real actuali t:y ~. 

that is ~ of th(~ complet.el:r real -. i.e: E,E...?-,:£.::?~,,5 !!,Advanco or Decadence 

ar<2! the only choice-a offered to manldnd. ~?'ne })U.1.'O c011.Ge:CV'8.tive is 

fighting again.st the essence of the universe ll
•
6 

S e s_t~~~~ ... ;? !b~j£ ~Y..21:.~~~1'£~l 

\'Jhit.ehead speculates7 about the probable history of the dcnm 

of the notion of duty' and the formulation of primitive moral codes. 

lAI~ p. 289, 

2,n>iS!' ~ p. 268. 
7-

':'>Loc. cit., 

4 
S, p~ 88., 

5A1t pp~ 273-27l1.~ 

6~. ~ p. 273e 

7 Iq,!£~ ~ pp. 17f. 
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vii th gro\rring intellectual a\\fa.rem~ss ~ the more distinctly human 

experiences of the conscious enjoyment. of beauty and of intellectual 

fineness \'!ere added to the basic anim.al appetites end satisfaC'l:icms. 

A sensf.' of criticism el'11erg(~d~ based on some general notions of th(~ 

nature of the universe, the na_tur(~ of m~JLI and the pos,sibili ties of 

societye '1~his human ability to stand back and a.ssess a situation 

and criticize it, is a tool in the DIm", upward climb of civilization. 

From their intui.tions of the nature of things., men derive thE:) 

general principle:" which they try to €~xempli:fy in their actiOTH:i * Ji'rom 

the principles come the practical rules vlhich nec08sal'ily are pertin-

ent to the actua~ horizons and pra.ctices of the people iuvolved" Ii Thus 

the codes of all relj.gions also embody the particuJ,ar temperaments and. 

stages of civil:i.zatiol1 of their adherents".1 Intuitions of the grandeur 

of things become interfused "Hith lower practices and emotions which 

1., '1 fact ' . ~. .c.,·C)!":-; ''''·'"vH ~ 2 
I _ pervaQe eXls~1ng _~~~_ Some! type of b(;~haviour .may be 

praised by one individual or community and con.demned by a.notherc Some 

type Jlll.~y promot.e the good in these circumstances but prohibit the good 

in other circumstances. Hum81l nature an.d :Lts environment are infin.i tely 

complex and have, apparently ~ infinite possi.bilities. Reason aliola.ys 

has to struggle to understand and control! so that it; can b:cing to 

realizat;ion its conceptual intuitions. Religion shares the t;asl~_o 

~lhi tehe:ad toJri tes : 

Religion lends a driving force to philosophy" But. in 5'-;';8 
turn$ Speculative philoaophy· guards ou.r higher intu:Ltions 

lIbig. ~ p • 25. 
..., 
t.: 1b · ~ -.:.1.:3. c s po. 32c 



And 

from base alliances by its suggestions of ultimate l1lean:i.p.gs~ 
disengaged from the facts 0:[ current modes of behaviour-ol 

Successful progress creeps from point to point, testing each 
step.2 

A comparatively recent emergf~J.lt in the history of ideas .. 

\v'hitehead traces it back to the IIspecu'lations of the phil os opb.:i. cal 

Greeks upon functions of the hwr.an souJ. ~ and its status in the \~orld 

of flux"3 .- :1.s the notion that human nature has essential rights~ 

This idea is based upon the insight that mEl.n is I!th.e supreme ex".mple 

J+ 
of a living organism" and on the vision of hiB potent:i.al intel1echw.l 

and. moral grandeur. 

In the more than tHO thousand years since Plato gave it 

expression ~ this :i"d€:a has been activating thought ElJ:ld action~ and 

diffusing little by little t.hroughout the 1;lOrld. 

If' a. person hns autonomy as a human being it seems to folIo.." 

that he cannot be ol,med by a.nother pex'sono It is ironic to reflect 

that Plato had time for philoGophi~dng beCal~se he vas wealthy and 7 

like all .... J'ealthy Athenians ~ rimst haVE! ovm.ed slaves ,;rho looked after 

his needs. It has tc:l{en the human. advent.ure a. 1011g t:i .. me to become 
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pretty gener<:~lly free of this comptl1sory degx'adation of manld,nd" 'I'here 

are still small pockets Hhere slavery is accepted~ and th(~re are in·" 

sidiotu; 'I thoughtless, remnants in 8111 societies, fo:i.' example ~ in 

a.tti tudes to'iim.rds children~ towards WOl1Hm, tm1ards employees ~ towards 

. negroes, etc" 

lJ:_<?2· • 0l-
e:!.. ". 

2Ibid.~ p. 28. 
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Controversy and d.ialogue about human freedom C1,re very much 

a part of the modern "scene-"o People !'n!:ly agree about t.he genercll 

idea but there :Ls still great difficl.1l t.y i.n introducing its pr'actical 

consequences. ~'he problem is to allo'\'! freedom Hhil~~ maintaining orde,r 

rather than chaos ~ that. is ~ to aJ,low for maxim.um intensity of exper~ 

of actualities. 

Because mora,l codes are devised to fit particular situations 

and particular ideas of the nature of things~ they need to be reinter-

preted as dvilizatioll progresses. Bu,t a slightly different difficulty 

is uncovered \<;hen we :t"6ali2;e that the meanings of "lords Ch;;U'lge. "Lang-

°t lf ° 1 °l' II 1 lOt ° J 11 t ltd ua.ge ~ se ° ~s a sym iOo l.sm ~ anc J...; ::t.s a ,\.r:ays a pro) em '0 lmClers °an 

exactly vlhat is being symbolized., As Whitehead explains ~ 2 
a 1I/oX'·d is 

supposed to evoke thf! same fE~elings in the he.arcr as it do-as in the 

speal(er.. ~I'hese feelings cu'c acqui.red through exped.011ce and are never. 

exa.ctly the same fol.' a..uy hm peop1e.. A little introspective experiment: 

will demolwtra.te thi.~;;: just present n..n~v common word to your mind and 

then look behind it for aJ.1 the feelings associated Hith it, SOl::lO of 

them unique to your OHl! mental D.cti vi ty. In c:omrersatioll v,e have to 

selec'G a field of meanings \,;h:i.ch ,tf:.! suppose to be appropriate to the 

persorw and the setting. We are I.Ul(~asy in a ne'i'j situ.ation until we 

malce some assesement an.d? if th:i.s proves to be) 'drong s we are brought 

. up short and make adjustments of meanings to provide :for better 

1" 62 0, po ._C 
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cormnunication. This happen~:; even \:,lith family Clnd close friends. 

When 8epal'ation in Gpace and time is added the difficulty increases. 

To use the Ten CommandJII'ent.r; as an illustration: I cannot 

decide wha,t is meant. by ll1J~hou shalt not commit adultery-It :i.n the 

society from ~~hich it came 9 '<fher-0 a man was penni tted to have as nmny 

wives as he could support; and, in addition, he could have children 

by the maidservants t sometinlCS at the suggestion of the Hives. 'I'he 

long years of experience since the d'lys of tha,t primitive Hebro\\f 

society have enabled the inspired. insight of Moses tel be interpreted 

in a 1;;ay more in accord with human \wY'th and pote.nt.:i.ality~ and? of 

course, th(~ cl.evelopme'nt never stops~ Another illustration is pt'ovided 

by 1I':('11ou sha1 t not. kill", \"hich meant something different in a setting 

that approved the ha.cking to pieces of Agag by the judgc~pr:i.est S<'3llmel 

(ivhitehead mentions the inci.d(mt
1

). Ou.r own society 118.[3 its ovm part .... 

icular interpretat:i.on of tha.t' word 1l1d.ll II; and at the moment He are 

taking a critica.l look at l,t? in I'elatj.on to capital puni8hment? to 

war, to the other animal~3, and, in ,fact, to the total environment. 

a.na: 

vIlli tehead ',.;d. tes: 

There is nQ OUEl behaviour-system belonging to the 
essential character of the universe ~ as the u,l1iversal 
moral ideal. 2 

Thus the not:Lon that there are certain regu.lative notions, 
sufficiently preGi.se to prescribe details of conduct, for 
all reasonable beings on }~arth1 in every plane~~ ~ and in 
every star-,system, is at on.ce to be put aside.') 

lAI , Ih 56. 
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It seems t.o me that there 8.1.'iJ very gelH,:ral rules stated in those 

Ten Comman.dments "lhich any behaviour.-system for .::v hUlTicln society 

must exemp.lify~ but they need to be interpreted in the light of the 

latest insights of the community "ihere tb.ey are to be applied.. I 

should remind myself ~ though ~ that Vlhit.ehead \'lca"nS thHt the belief 

"that mankind has consciously entertained all the fundamental ideas 

which are applicable to its existence"l steril:i.z,es thought. Ii' even 

very general rules must be open to rtnrision, hO\,; nmch more so must 

this be allowed for specific prescriptions (mo!'1'll codes). For one 

thing, our more enlightened ideas 8.bout the humcl.XJ. t irldividual \'iorth 

and responsibility must be expressed in our codes. 

§.~_t~~,2."l_lt • .ill-l!l.£uJ::.~i.~_~ 

Whi tehead v 13 philosophy al,so makes clE~ar that d5.fficulti.es arise 

because choices are made "Ii thin proces,se;:;. A situation neirer stops so 

that j.t ca.n be examined carefully. It is composed of an infinite 

number of active processes. Th.e moral decision is itself' a process 

related to the becoming of aIJ. the other processes. The more that can 

be learned about the total s:i.tuatiol:1 v about the histories 01' the enti-

ties tha.t COffi})OSe it ~ and about their co:nposi tion and possi?:Lli ties ~ 

the better will tho decision be~ but not one of the ingredients is at 

any time in /}, completelY sta.tic condition" Human choice is genuinely 

creative. When one cou:r.s(~ of action is chosen.! then .some other course 

is ruled out. 1'he action :i.s designed to bring about a desired future ~ 

. but there can be no guarantee about the effects t especially the 10ng·,,· 

range e ffe eta, in this living, complex ~ process. As ~\!il1 ial'llS \>l:l:'i te,g: 

----------,-----------------,_._._--_. 



Hora1 decisiCll.i is cc,. re6'pOllb~ to the COllcrote wo:dd.ng of 
God in a situation riddled wi t11 the amb::!.eutties of 
historical good an.d c~~l ~ and HUh tl:e. ~~s~eri18 of as 
yet lmapprehended qual~ tJ.es and posslbll.l tles 0 • 

Sometimes~ ffil'mtioned prev'iously (po> 28), it seems that 

the only choicE; is bi:.:tween possibly destructive courses of actiolJ.o 

Then the aim of "maximizi.ng importance" from a \<lider v:i.e;-lpOillt ';Iould 

be a guide" In such a situa1.;.ion the fact that choices are mad.e within 

a 1iving process can be an advantage i because the factors change in 

thernse1ves with time and t.he problem is modified or even disa.ppears, 

A friend who has to make difficult decic;ions in his work ",ith people 
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once told me that he doe!;":; not hurry and often nothing needs to be: done .• 

On the other hand~ if the delay is too long the d;:.una.g~ may be irre-· 

parable. 

!1Insist.ence on birth at the ,,,,rong season is t.he tr:i..c:h: of 

evil l1
•
2 

Some word or deed at. the right time ~ neither too ea.rJ..y nor 

too late 1 is required. 1;/ilJ.ia.ll1S suggests that commitment to a priXJ.cj.~· 

1)1e to be realiz,ed cu:.: conditions permit may be all that needs to be 

done. This moral pr:i.nciple wouJd domin,::tte the situation as it Horl-:-ed 

i 1;8(::1 f out. He Vlr:L te.s ~ fll10ral obligation means prosen t ider: tifi e el,ti. or) 

7. 

with a li.ne of creati.ve a.dv1..1.ncq~ or resist,mce t.o an evil tendency!l • ./ 

If the au.thorit.y of hor:ie or of soci.et.y can be vJise enough to recognize 

trends and antici.pate possible detrimental act:Lons~ the counter and 

constructive tendenci'Bs can be er1pha~;;ized. For example ~ a murder is 

committed within a. development tl:l.at includes hu.man interrelationships~ 

2pJ;" -z11 :. p • ./~ ..... 

'l. 
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the ava.ila .. b:i.lity of a gun, the l'V example, etc. It seems that a 

whole complex, not just. one individua1~ is the mu.rderer. Possibil-

ities can be im':.l.gj .. ned, and 1l:L'hou shalt not ki.lll1 can start to be 

affective far back along the process. 

Becau.se the moral elem(:'!llt is derived. from the other factors 

in experience and the codes are necessarily related to the particular 

temperaments and stages of civilization, the rule.s symbolize the) pur·· 

poses for \~rhich the particular soci.ety thinks it exists. It could 

not exist as a society vJithoui; them. 

No elaborate community of elaborate organil3f1ls could 
exist unless its systems of s;,{mbolism ltJeT"e in general 
successful ~ Codes ~ rules of bchavioU)~! canons of art ~ 
are attempts to impose systclllat:Lc action vlhich on the 
'Whole 1'1i11 promote favourable symbolic interconnections. 
As a c offiruuni ty changes ~ all such. rules (;.\no. ca.nons :cequire 
revision in the light of rea,son. 1 

Free men and. \"omen have t.he obligation to eXpreSi:1 in their codes and 

rules 1;11eir most up-·to·-date concepts of the nature of the individuals 
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and of their community. This is 08/3y to'll/rite but extremely diffie'lll t 

to accomplish; and, of necessity 'I thH time-lag between the thought and 

the expression is very great. And, llFree me.n obey the rules which they 

t.hemselves have ma.dell~2 

The ethical principle J.E> "". pare,bIe illuminating the supe:t'io:r 

'Z 

genera1ity on v!hich it depends".,) Because it is talf.en to refer to the 

u.ltim;;;,te natu.re of things'i l'Edigious intui.tions are intertllJinc:ld 

--------_._--._--_ .. _-_._._-,.-,-_ .. _---.----_. __ ._--------,_ .. -----
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and moral energy 1.13 generated. I }i'<)1' this reason Christianity has 

been a d.ecisive influence in the de\I'elopment of hleste:cn civ:Llizntio!1o 

It vias inferred that God's "J'ish was for people to \wrk hard and every·· 

body got busy. The rer.m.l t:i;:lg prosperity 8eemed to confirm the inference. 

Along wi'th this "lent. "t.he impracticable ethics of Chris"tiani t;y" t l11an'~ 

kind I S lImost preciOlls instrument of pl:ogreS,f:l" , llJbich serves a.s 110. gauge 

by 'l-Jhich to test the defects of human society l!.2 \![hitehead says that 

a.s long as the ima.ges of the Sermon 011 the Hount are "but the dl'cc.tms 

of an unrealized "!Orld~ so long they must spread th," infection of an 

7. 
uneasy spirit¢"') 

He writes: nAs society i.s nO\.,r constituted a literal adherence 

to the moral precepts scattered throughou.t the Gospels ~wuld mean 

l~ 
sudden dccd;hli. So 9 practical men ,scoff at the 1;]1101e idea! with.out 

realizing th.at thE" infection contim.!,cs to be the· hOp8 of Io:alvation 

for our technological society. Ho'v! does this ta}{e place:'? \~h:i..tehead 

The ideals cherished in the souls of men enter into the 
character of their actions. rrhese interactions Hithin 
society modify the social lav,'s by' modifying the occasions 
to \-{hich those la\oJS al)ply ~ Impracticable ideal,s are a. 
program for reform& Such a program is not tel be cri ticize.d 
by immediate possibHi ties. Progr£~f:5s consil3ts in modifying 
the laHs of natuY'e 130 that the Hepublic on I!;a.:cth may con
form to the: Society to be: discerned idea,lJ.·y by the divina
tion of Wisdoillc 5 

lIbic!,. ~ pp. 29f. 
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People prefer "the more ~3table generalities of science" 

because religion and morality have a 1!.<?l:~~"Sl.1.:!.~£.~d historyfl
1 

but lIThe 

concentration of att.ention upon l1latter·~of-fact is the supremacy of 

2 
the desert lt 

e Aesthetic 9 mox'al ~ and religio1.H3 notions dis.rupt and 

energize the p:r'ocess of civilization" He',!/ ideals bring Ha rise in 

7-

the energy of social behaviour" • .) The px'edicament. of the moral aspect 

of life is also the pred.:i..cament of all the ot.her aspects of life in 

Li-
lia universe aJ..ways driving on. to novelty". Human behaviour pla,ys an 

important~ e'lfen dec:i.sive j role in.the general cr~)ativity~ a fact that 

society is beginning to realize rrmst be acc:eptf)d in a responsible 

1'hough each occasion of creativity b·N:omes a stubborn fact to 

be tr.u~:en into account by 1rJhat foll(n'is in the process ~ the snbsequent 

occasions f:l.x'e freE) to handle it in their own 1rlays.. Cont.f;mpOral'Y 

OGC;':'SiOllS act in isolati.on and indepzmde.ntly of each other 1 lithe 

ground for t.he freedom \"j.thin trw Univers.eli~5 According to individ1..1.al 

subjective form they accept or. reject pY'ehensions from around them •. 

Thus in any two occasj.(ms of the Universe there a.re eh~ments 
ill either one \'/hich are ir:televant to t.he cOllsi;:i.tut.i.on of 
the other. The forgetfulness of this doct:r-ine leads to Bill 

over-moralization in the ViC'H'1 of th(~ natur·::; of things~ 
Fortunately there are c. great many things i,rhich do not much 

1 1 'i'T 26 . t 1· J' ,p. ; my 4 B..leB. 

2~. ~ p. 27. 
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matter, al.1d ';Je can have them hO;,1 WEi wi.ll~ '1'h8 opposite 
point of vievi has be,o:n the lluTb6r1 of fanatici.sm~ and 
has tinged history "lith fel'ocity •. 

Not everyone finds I;Jhitehead's system acceptable. 'l"he 

obje~ctor is often trying to find some static COllC€'pt ~ for example, 

of God~ that is firmly fixed \dthin his O\"ln perspective·. The stu.dy 

of the Philosophy o,r Organism can bring an extension of the process 

by \l1hich the moanings of wm'ds develop, "lith exper:i.fmce ~ from their 

simple forms. 

A source of difficul tJ is that \rlhitehead has not developed 

fully ~ and sepa.rately ~ the implications for those important. aspects 

of life that are religi.ous and mora1 9 but v,'hen one begins to under~· 

stiJ.nd his metaphys:l.cs one realizes thai; concepts do develop contimw.lly 

a.nd subtly! that. nel'l concepts emerge- \. and that t.here is no possibility 

for exactness eXCcl)t s as I'Illi tehead suggeo,ts ~ in the most abstrHct con·
') 

cepts of mathematics a.nd ideals of the Good (perfection)., ,- You. can 

approach exa.ctness only by leavin.g out more or less of what is involved. 

There is criticism of Vlhi telwud 's vocabula.ry, which he ans\~ers 

in these words: 

Every science nmst devise ·its orm in,struments. ']'h0 tool 
required for ph:U.osophy 5.s language. Thus phil. osophy 
redesigns languB.ge in the same v:ay that ~ in a ph;'fsj.ce~ 

science, pre· •. exif:;ting appliances are redE;signecl.;J 

HOH els.e ca.n 11i::ll, insights be communicated than "by the :i.ntroduct:i.on of 

novel verbal characterizations, ra'bonally cOO)'dinated t !?4 For eX8.mple ~ 
_" .. _______ , ... _______ ,., ....... ~n. __ ' __ ........ _._ ... __ ....... _ ...... __ ._, ... _ ... _ .. • ... __ • ................ _ ..... _._ ... __ , ______ ................ ___ ~ .. , ...... ___ ... _,"" 

lIb· , 20' , ~Q. ~ p. ..J... 
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Hhen lifl:J.it.ehead uses the word '!i'e(::li.l!g!! La COVCl:' the fundamental 

experie.nce of all actualities ~ we realize that 8.11., in their own \<my::3, 

tak.e accoun.t of their surx·oundings. All feel, whether t.h.ey have sense

organs Oi~ not. Btl.ma.n experience itsel f i~) haunted. by vague feel.ingsl 

that are not received by me3:no of the ul,sually des:i.gnated senses. To 

say that feelings link each actual occasion to the othel' occasions is 

a very good. \'Jay of extending the meanin.g of th.e '\'lord. 

\·Jhitehead provides a met.l.1.physics that is especiaJ,.ly useful at 

the present time \-'hen. ".~cology!l has b(;como a matte:!:' of urgent concern. 

It f5eems to be a popular idoa that \liO should throw aside all rules fOA~ 

behaviour and. act according to individual desire, but \<10 are beginning 

to suspr"ct th.at BUGh a course i.s suicid":l-l,, The Itpresiding occasion" 

of a. human perscmalj.ty is the focus of streams of influence from and 

tm"ards the process in ,,,hich it finds itself.. HInput" and ".feedback!! 

are going on all the time and limit each other. liThe point is that 

every indivi.dual thing infects any process in \-Ihieh it. is involved 

112 
o • 0& fI This is being brou.ght home to ma.nkind.; and men are begin·-

ning t.o realize that their exi.st.ence depends on maintaining their 

environment in a favoUJ'able condition. 

Charles Ha.J.ik speaks for me \<lh,sn he vJrites: 

~fuen you absorb Professor I'lhi teh.€'ad' s mat.erial. ~ you 11 feel" 
most genuinely the flux of things; you "feel" that every·· 
thing :Ls i11 flux; you II feel!l \vhat he ·is fond of c8.11:Lng 
the I!wel ter!'; you "feel ll the fact of uniw:Tsal feeli.ng 

1 As touched on above s p. 50 

2uIT! 
l"ll ? p. 133 •. 
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(everything feeling everything else)j you !!feel the 
structured, vectorial character of this feeling; you 
pla.ce your experience in its prop(-!r status in the flux 
of things; you see everything arising, forming itself, 
and then perishing; process 'I change~ becoming, fluency! 
stare you :i.n the face i the assassination of Caesar had 
its own antecedents, and Ii~,fhen it occurred lt it objectified 
itself in the immorta..l ,<!Cmb of the histo·rical flux. l~very·w 
thing suddenly melts before! your eyes into fluent drops of 
experience. • • • ~.['his solid desk, the He\,>" Testament ~ that 
plant, Socrates ~ all these things are complex organiz.ed 
societies of drops of experience; every such drop :is an 
esthetic ["'sic_7 balance struck creatively amidst "C1a.shing 
influences streC'u!ling "in the end " from every item in the 
universe, pa.st, present, and future. The principle of 
organization of these societies (1.. e. the form or shape 
of the flux) is the outcome of the I,aws of Nature, laws 
which in the end express the cooperation of God I swill a.,.'1d 
the creative decision of the drops of flux themselveso All 
this order of the '.'/Orld round about us - material, physical, 
physiological~ political~ social - is produced by this 
patient evocation of God and responsive decision of the 1 . 
world. 

ltJ11en \1/6 have this view of ongoing reality \;/e can understand how it 

is that continuous effort is required.to devise rules for the conduct 

of human affairs. 

I cannot~ then, understand Halik vlhen he \'irites that to ~ifhit.e~· 

hea.d IIconsciousnesEi a.nd knoviJedge a.nd (')thical questions have no cos-

2 
mological impol'tance,though they ma;y be of supreme importance to man1l

• 

On the contrary, Whitehead insists that all activity is related to the 

whole process. Han's acti vi ty 'depends on his consciousness and kn01'.'-

ledge ~ and on his anS\'ICn'S to ethical questions; and he affects the 

whole process. Indeed, \'Je are beginning to r(~alize that "je have 

d:ifficult and urgent ethical problems to solve, for example, related 

. to tinkering ItJith the atom, ."d.th genes, "'lith the balance of natureo 

---_._._._-----------------_._--'----
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Wfi! begin to unael"otami \vhit(~head ~ s irHo:ight anel to realize that man 

is part of his envi:r:o!1ment ~ and. his environment i,~, part of man ~ and 

that lllan I ,:,:\ decisions are of v~:~~~~ importance to the v!h01e c:oSl'nos. 

\oJhitehead1s philol:30phy offers to our vieVl a Universe in pro·· 

cess of c.r-eation wi thin vlhiell. the hV.man orga.niE3rns playa decisive 

par-t.. It forGes us to recogn:i .. ze the place of man Hi thin nature cmu 

his intimate relatio!l13 Hith all else; and it I~nables us to relate the 

finite universe to that transcendent and imma.l.l.f:nt " pm'ler in virtue of 

which nature harbou:n::; ideal end.s ~ and J..~oduce,s indiv:idtHl beings cc;.pable of Call"· 

• J • •• ). f' '" "1 -' II 1 SClOUS aJ..scrlffiJ.naGJ..on 0 .... ,Ul, 1 enu.s " i~hi tehead says that reverence 

for that pOHer "is the foundation of thE.' :cespect. for man as man'l, the 

respect that "securet. that: liberty o:f thought and a.etion, requ::i .. red 

f t \ d' t f" J . i' +' . ",'" "h" 2 or rle upwar acrven·l.LrE~ o.1..e on "xu .... l'.iarl,. • 

It accommodates the eager zest for ad'\lenture~ foX' l1ovelt;y~ 

and for audacity of spec:.ulat,ion v found especially i.n the young of 

history and "Ii thout ,·,hieh t.he whole experience 1:!Ould a t::.'ophy. 

It provides a "ray of recond.ling absolute moral obligation 

,,!l.th hun:an misunderstandj.ngEJ and mistakes; and it underlines tr.(e 

necessity for contirll .. 1'3J.l revie\'i of lav~.;o As "Je develop a further in·~ 

sj .. ght into t.he ml.tU):'6 of things v'le mu::·;i;, see tllat it is expressed in 

oux rules for conduct 0 As vihi -c.eheacl points out? tbe meani l1gs LHchind 

our symbols are contin1..wJ.ly opening out fO:t' \1S and are never ,>!holly 

1 
AI~ p. 93. 



clear~ The la'l'I'8 ah:a.ys lag behind; and J a'l<;yers wi.JJ. ahvays be 

necessary to interpret themj and there vli.ll a..l1:.lays be difficult 

moral decisic.ms. 

\men \-1e speak about. finding cut all the factors 8.1.'ld making 

a rational moral. decision on that ba~:;js ~ we realize that t.his is not 

possible beyond the limits of oux' understanding. Only God has o~l 

the dati3.; and he does not determine or know the outcome. 1'he indivi.dual 

takes a chance every tilZle he does anything.. ~:he risk is larg.s if the 

issue is large; but that is the condition of any nEH<! venture. 'l'hat 

trite saying~ IlNothing V'Emtured; not.hing gaine'd II ~ is true of a.ll of 

life. When this human. situation is faced~ then remorSEl over mistakes 

can be turned to const.ructive use. ~lhitehetld's system allows us to 

see that J:nl.mEUl freedom rests on a hierarchy of human potentialities 

from the most eyil to the very best i an.d the individual has a. choice. 

OthenJ'il3e there \-JOuld be no fj:eedom 1 f.lnd freedom, of appl'opl"ia te kind ~ 

is possessf::d by every drop of creativity. 

Situational Ethics _ ....... '-_ .... - ..... _ ... ,--_. _ .. .,. ... _._-

It seems to some people that1 since heaven cannot be found up 

in the sky ~ then there j,oS no God up there keeping a vlatchful eye on 

eart.h and ready to consign p"~o])le to Hell if they misbeha'1;0. It 

fol10i'!S that it cannot be true that God handed to l'fJo,ses the Ten Com·· 

mandments carved on st.one t<:l.blets i and they conclude that "'Jithout God 

in authority the Comm8.ndm(:lnt~3 can be ignored. v.Jithout some ult.imate 

reference outside the \101"'10., it S80!US -(;0 these people that 1!anyth:i.ns 

goesll~ you can "do your O'ltn thing" \dth abandon. There are~ of courGe~ 

some contra.ints imposed by circumsta . .l1ces and other people ~ but the 



clever person can get around them and do what he likes; and ther~:: is 

no \.my, wi.thout, that outside refcnmce ~ they say 1 of shoh'ing this to 

be morally wrong. 

Young pc;ople~ especially v \Clho lack experience and vision~ take 

this to mean that they can do \<lhat{~ver they like. They point out that 

some older members of soci.ety profess publically to b,e upholding th(~ 

traditional la111 while they are secretly breaking ito Dis:iJ.lusionment, 

and possibly bitter experience because of this b!O",·faced attitude I 

along v/ith natural inclinations I underlie the youthful protest, a pro·· 

tElst th~.t, to the surpris,z, and perhaps chagrin 9 of older people, seems 

to be turning out to be a pur:L fying :i.nfl uence \>1i thi.n the- process of 

d vi.1 izati on. 

Freedom from supernatural restraint leads to \·ihat :i.G called 

"situationa.l ethi,(:G Il
., There is an att.empt. to separate the particular 

occasion of acti\l':i. ty from the rest of t.he proce.ss~ ~:his vie\-! aims at 

present pleasure; it preserves not the values of the past and takes no 

account of the futur(~. Whitehead I s philosophy lets us see that. local 

8i iuations arc intri.nsically ""oven together in "fider communities and 

i.n the total unity of all that is 'I and no entity acts in its own 

separated corner. 

On the other hand~ Ils ituational ethics fl may serve as a catch-

"lOrd to remind us that the principles deduced from the metaphysical 

scheme have to be applied "Ii t.hin the concrete process. There continues 

to be too much IIsimple.··mi.nded use of the notion.s I right. or wrong!!l c 
1 

The process i as Hhi tehead vi.ews it, includes all the:J:.'G is ~ 

There is nQ vlay of finding a source of values outside: it. 



apart. from things that are actual, there is nothing .~ nothing eit.her 

. f. . f ... · " 1 J.n ac ,; or ~n e .I.J.cacy .. IIThus the search for a reason is all'lays the-) 

2 sea:rch f(ll~ an actual fact VJfhich is the vehicle of the rear:;ollil" 

God is not. outside the process iSBUi.:o.g fiats from afaro In. his 

7-

primordial nature "he is not !?..::":..[22-:~. all croatioJ1 v but !!.it·h a.ll creation".'::> 

He is IIth(3' primordial tU1.ity of relevHllce of the many potential forms" 0 
4 

In his consequent nature he is "the real:t:~at;:i.()n of the actual \\forld in the 

uD.i ty of h:is xlature, and through the transformation of his li-!:Lsdomll 
0 5 The 

actual lI:1O.I."ld is created by the eoncrescing actual. en.t:tt.:i .. es in response to 

the lure provided by God i s primordial nature" II ~ existerwe involves im." 

6 
p1ication in agt::ncy. • • I~ The moral responsibility is placed on rational 

beings to ~ct "So, as '1 to r'~ax'J'T'l';z-' l'!fl'r.o"tan""oU u.c: .... I •. i.. ~t;; • 1.J ...':. ~. .........:~ Co The aim is "at. greatness 

f ' . . tl .- .. ' . l' J' <>,. <, • '" b"'J . ,,"j' ,. ..... • t 11
8 

o. €,}::perJ..cnc:e :1..1'1 ,10 Vd.rl,OI~S c,lm,;,dDJ.OD.~., ", .ono .... lg 1.,0 ~ ", Kline findG 

in Vlh;i_ i::ehead I a blending of aesthetic and moral. categories <> • • i.ut.o 

something very close to the class.ical G.reek (:onGflpticm of the· "nobly 

fair" • • t 9 
¢ • 
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It has c.lh!81ys seem,~d to me that only a. ve:ey su.perficial Vi{Hi 

\'lOuld a1J.0\'1 for a def<e~1ce of "situational ethic:sl!o \vhitehead Sh01ll13 

that it is nOZl,sense. The ultimate referenco, th(-:< reference to infinite 

that any individual entity is i.mportant is to se€~ in it something that 

matters, sc)me enduring quality that abides. As v.fhitehea.d says: "In. 

some sense or other, Importance is derived from the imiYI3.nence of infinity 

in the fini te If • 1 

To the infant, "I'd th his i.nstinctual equipment ~ his mm \"rants are 

a.11 that mai;i;er. i1,s he grm-/s I his aW1-).renesl? widens to inclu.de his home:; 

his 13 ociety ~ 8.nd eventually ~ perhaps, the \'711.01e 'dorld ~ when he makes his 

dec:i.s:lcmso It is a fact of experience! that peop.le are able to choose 

the most difficult and p€:rsona.lly unpleasant action Hi.th the int.uition 

that it matters in the depths of things~ 

In IIImmorta1:Ltyll Hhit6head \,lrite,,,-,: "Va.lue is in its nature time·· 
-) 

less and immortaJ.-",.'- Again~ he w:rit,es: "The valu.e:·~judgment points 
-J: 

b" ond +'he """">";'cy ("f 'y ... ·st·.c·).1" .. ·l·C .-r,".cti!~../ ""y " t . :l_ial!.€.a.J_C~, ,t .. ).. _ ,'~ • Also: 

But \,1ha.t t.hese codes do Hi tness to~ and \<!hat their inter-" 
pretaU.on by S6c-:rs of' various races throughout hir:3t.ory doa,s 
\d.tness t.o~ :1..s the aim at a sociaJ.. perfec:tion. Such a 
r(jalj .. z'ed fact i.s cOl1cei vcd ;os an abiding perfectiol1 in the 
ne~ur·~ c¥ tl::l~'l1~~ ~ tren~u'~A f'or' ~l] ~g~r It ~L~ ~o· a c .. " t. ! •.• < ,..!. .• <.,.::>~ o. <".~' •. ~ .• c! . (.>..C<>o 4"- ,<0>"" . 

romance of thOfL.l.ght ~ it: is a fact of Na.tUl'e< <, 

1 

.... M~r, p. 28~ 
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'1:'11e universe, as seen through hfllit.Gh·ead's scheme, iB a va.st 

society of pulsin.g, interacting bu.t :i.nd:i..vidual, creating, actueJ. 

ecca,siens. Conscious civilized cnti t,if,~s can tx"y to enrich their own 

all", They, therefor~;: ~ broaden their Quth)ok to ever-·\·Iiderd.ng hO.d.zons 

as "the civiJ.ization of consciousness"l proceedf.;. It is not easy to 

\I/:hitehead suggelst some general guiding prind.ple? He "iri tes ~ 

Al though particular codes of moz'i3.1i t.y reflect;'1 more or less 
imperfectly, the special c:i.rcumstnncel3 of social structure 
concE!rned, it is natu.ral to !,eelc for some hieh1y genera.l 
princ.iples underlying 1111 such CCdE~S. Such gr.mer8.1i ties 
sh.01.l.1d reflect the very notio!ls of the harmonizing of 
ha.rmonies~ and of particular individ.ual act.ualtt:ies as the 
sola authent:.i..c realj.ty~ ':[lhese are the pr:i.ncipJes of the 
gencrali ty of harmony ~ and of the importance of the irldiviclual. 
The first meCl.ns I order', and the second J"neam:.; Ilove I. Rehmen 
the tvlO there is a 8ue;g,c:'\stion of opposition. li'or I c>rde:r! is 
:Lmpersona.l i and love ~ abov'e all th:1ne;s I l.S personal. The 
antithesis is solved by rating types of order in relHti"lie 
importance accoX'd:Lng to thei.r success il.1 magnifyinei t.he 
individual o.ctuc"llities ~ tbat is to say ~ in promoting st.rength 
of experienc·e. Also :i.n rating the individL1a.l on the double 
basis 9 partl.y on t.he intd .. nsj C 12;t.rength of its own experienc·e ~ 
and partly on its i.nfluence in t;h('~ promotion of a high-~rc1.de 

typr: of order" 2 

We look for enl:i.ghtenment as to • .:t,ai; VJhitel.l.ead meat,IS \l/hen he 

USE'S the \1Jord 1710'18 It, c) Hord that co,'(!ll1onl;;.' denotes many kinds of atti-
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tude·s of im.n)l velHcnt \-lith other p\~rsons ~ 'di th an:J.l'!'![;.;ls? wi t.h things? \-::1 th 

events ~ etc. He \lJl:"'ites: H'l:he emotional significance of the object as 

'I~· e ~.; "c""~~d L'·~C·'l'J -j J·· s q"~J J." .'-""'J,' 'ce .... ~_)::>,...A.;" ",.1. tOne mO'l\1c>,"t pros'''1·11·'',c~ .;,~ --!!. ~ C .. -.o1~" r,J..t;.~ ./,L \~ ....... v· .",.:.,c.l.,.~V(~J.l"',"Ii (.A.CI}r..~L..O c;.;~il,.o .. , ... ' .... ;!.,~~ ~ ~,I, ........ v~i!.~ ,.1..,.:;,. 

lJ·b'l 
...:."25~.· ~ 



1 onE) of the stron.gest f01'e0S in human. nature" 0 Again. he v!riteB: 

Such love ["the love of po.rticular individua1: things _.7 
is the completion almont necessary for finite r'.::alitY9 and 
all Teali ty is in some '.<lay finite. In the extrelae of love ~ 
such as motherls love~ all person.al desire is trallsferx'ed 

. to the thing loyed t as a desire for itE3 perfection. PeX'·sonal 
life has here evidently passed beycmd itself ~ but with. 
explicit 9 defin.ite limitation to particular realit:Les. 2 

In the language appropriate to the higher stages of experience, 
the primi ti ve element is ~~~ll2a:.t'£l ~ that is, feeling the 
feeling ~~!2 another ;';;md feeling conformally .~.?:.th~ another .. 3 

He \Olri tea that; t tendernek:'is I an.d 'love I are a specialization Qf a mor(;\' 

general notion, which he caJJ.s nPeace" and defines as a "Harmony of 

Harmonies v;hich calms destructive turbulence' and completes c:i.v:L1iza

tion" by excluding ITthe restless egoi,smll4 \·,hiGh is bound. to infect a 

universe of entities striving for individu.al satisfaction. Peace is a 

posi ti ve ~ bl~oadening feeling due to th.e erne:t'gcnce of the "deep meta-
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physical insight!! that. "fineness of achievement is as it "lere a k€',y 

unlocldng treasures that the narrO\~ nature of things would keep remote". 5 

From this insight comeE.' a "coordination of values" ~ lithe x'emoval of the 

st:l:'·ess of acquisitive feeli.ngH, I~a surpassing of P,fH'sorlHl:i. ty" ~ "0. grasp 

of infinitude", and "the intuition of permanence". "Peace", as Whitehead 

defines it~ is "the barrier against narrowness lt a.nd results in Hthe lmre 

of mankind as suchll~ 

II' ° 1 ...:.!?_Y.:::" ? p. 261 • 

2r °d _:.P2:-~ ~ p~ 287. 
7.: 
.JpH p. 21.;6. ~ 

it 
283" AI, p. 



This Ildeep metaphysical insightY is the source of t.he 

"impractical ethics of Christ:i.ani ty It ~ mentioned above (p. 41) < Along 

vlith civilization there is developing a more satisfying realiz,ai;:i.on of 

what the "love of man.ldnd as such" eGl.n be6 

If we can recall for a monwnt ~ Wh:i:l;.elwad I s analysis of the 

aesthetic expe:d.ence (p. 2lf above)! of Nh:i.ch the moral experience is 

a species, the v~)~ue depends em the degree of Ha13siveness cmd Str(~ngth 

that can be brought VIi thin the Harmony or order. Tl1e Massiveness and 

Strength depend on the qU8~i t;y of experience of the individuals and 

the number of individw.11s involved.. It seems to me that \\Thitehead is 

saying, in. his \-,::("i ting as 0X8Jninea in this thesis ~ that lithe love of 
mankind as Buehl! and its analogue appropriatE.\ to each of the animal~ 

vegetable ~ and other individuals of the process, alJ.m-l foT' the may~imum 

value··expericrJ.ce :Ln the ereat:i.ve interchange that is continually and 

forever in process. 

It is neceS~3aT'y to have moral codel::: to guide human beingl:;, Hho 

are all linli ted to perGonal horizons" The codes and their applic<~tion 

need to be subject to constant scrutiny c.m.d revision as ci vi1:ization 

evolves and ma.n.'s vision of the actualitieG and the potentia.lities of 

the process evolves ;'lith it. 'I'he:CH is no escape from the hllm;r;:Hl moral 

respunsibili ty in th€1 GV"olut:i.on.., 
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