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!he purpose of this thesis is to determine the various 

reasons that lad. 1'0121 Dis ~ one of the most renowned Hindi 

poets to "deeler's at length that which is told in the ai'mi

Y&l[is't.1 
This evaluation will be attempted with close refel1'

.nee to Tulai' Dis' religion,s views" which form the general 

'background of the Ramearitnlanas. 

'rhi.s study will pay & particular attention to the 

concept of dharms_ which played a eent:r>sl .role in the Rama
yana. 'of Valmlk1.2 Since the importan,ce of bhskti em.erge.s 

• 
.... -conspicuously in the Ramcari tmanas. t:r,9f§;uent rapprochements 

between this concept and. that of dhama will De necessary. 

Etymologieally, the word 'f.)hakt1 is derived t'rom 

Dha j ,t 0 share, to pa. rt1e1pa te :tn .. ThaSindilya -sutra de" ... . 

rines it 8S S deep attachment to. God. 3 Likewise, the 
... 

Narads 

calls it deep love of Goa.4 ... 
For the :8ha~avat~, bhakt1 eon-

sists of the uninterrupted presence of the individual mind 

in God.5' R,amanuja defines it as the contemplation of God 
6 aecompanied by l.ove. The Practical Sans'l:trit.Dletionan of.' 

l'1acdonnell defines it as attachment .. denrotion., hOtml'lsge,,, hohoUI"I 

respect, wOl:'ship, faith. lfuakti m.ay ther-store be desc:t:>ibed as 

lcrving attaehment to God.; and the exp.ression thereof. 

-:---_ .. ---------------------------_ .. ,--....,.. 
1~ - t -e .til~ll·ake of the Acts of R~rma$ translated by w.G.P. 11111. 
2 O.;'Cford Univer~:dty Press) 1952" slckl) 1,1 p. 2. 

Khan, .Dr .. :Benjsmin1 'l:"'ha Con.cept of Dharma in Valm1ki R.arfliyana. 
3'" Nunshi Ram !1anoh~a=r.-....;:-L~a~1.;J..;.-D~ao::r-1J.;-:-·'-;~Tl.;.:.I'-:;.1~97-i;5~·;;:.;:ti~=-:...;:;,.:=-:..;;:::.=-:.:.::;,;:.::~=.::; • .=. 

Sand11ya ",sutra, 2. . 
:\ .. 
4!'ifirada Bhakt1Sutram,.2. 
~Bhag~nTatam, j/26. . 

Gitiyi'm Jamanuja Br.asyam" "'1/1 • 
• 
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Dharma Is dar! ved from. <fur which means to hold to---.-
gether, to support" to uphold. In the Vai~esika system., dharma '. 
is defined as uknowledge p:t:"ominently directed to the achieve

ment of desired happiness hera and hereafter by means of appl"o-

priate aetions".1 In the Mahibh;rats. it isealled "that 
8 

principle which is e_paele of preservig the world". Af'tel" 

explaining that dharma is that ldhieh holds a thing together 

:tn the sense that it ls its eharaeteroist1e fun,otlon or its 

essential nature., Dr. Bb.agwa:ndas defin'9S it as the law of the 

b,eing lof a thing.. In its widest sense·. it is the law of the 

un! verse wr.t.1eh not only holds. material parts together but binds 

men together through mutual rights and duties. He sums up his 

thougbJ; in the follo'W.lng brief definlt.ionl "Dharma is eharaeter-
, . 

181;;10 property sclentii'ieal.ly. Duty" mlDFslly and legal1y u. 
9 

Elabol"'lating on the moral and legalaspeets of dharma, D1". 

BenjawbfJ. Khan defines it as: 

i) the fixed pOSition of.' duty and, at the same time, 

r-ight; 

11) all ?eligious observances; 

lii} the secular laws of 'community. caste and state; 

iv) conventions and usages.10 

Macdonnell's Dictiollary defines it as established order, 

usage, institution. customj p~scriptionf' rule,. ·duty, virtue, 

7 va::tse,sikasutrss, 1.1.2 .. 
8 ." -

.M.ahabhaI'ata, Karn. $ $1. 

9 ffb.agilJ~!ilndas.T;;:;-;elence of' Social ors;,anisation. 'Jol .. I ~ pp .. 49-50. ' 
10 Khan,. Dr. Is. 'OPe. el1!.e, p. 38. 



moral lililerit. good WOI"'ds" right" justie~~" law. The emphasis 

in thiJB thesis will be on the m..oraland legal sense ot dharma., 

MeN s]peeif'lcally. our concern is with the soeial", mOI1'sl, and 

I1'eligl j:>us duties of man. 

The approach uaed to aehiev-e tlte pu:rpos.e ot this thesis 

will be e comparative study ot the Ramearitmsnas ot Tulsi nas 
.. - ... . and the Ramayana of Vslmiki. It 1s important to beat in. mind 

• 
that the point is to study !['ulsf Des' 1~hot'ight f in the hope that 

the eoulparati ve method 'Will clarify the ma jor thoughts of his 

theological system. In a subse~uant study, an attempt will 

be made to provide a soeial f poll tieal and historical inter

pretat:llon of his system.. 

The first part of this thesis will give a brief outline 
.... ... 

of the general struct.ure of the Ramcsr-itmanas,,, The second will 

8e a st:udy ot the sefj:aence of' TUlsl DQ2i t l'UiIlPrat1:ve inccnnps:t'i-

... -son with that of Va:lm1ki" both of which are divided into seven 

books. The third part will present an interpretAtion of the 

central concepts ·01: Tu~si Dis t religious system as dari ved 

trom tru7 Ram.carltminas, and thereby 2tt;8i:o an understanding 

of the originality 'Of -rulst nas t contribution to the religious 

life o.f' his time, Those concepts will be: G~d and the gods; 
... ",-,-Mays; the ideal society, i.e. the gov6mmant" th.e caste system" 

the ind.iv1dual, and dharma; salvation, i.e~ authority of the 
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- .... In his opening lines .. Tulsi Das avows his intention to .. ... 
"declare at length ••• that which is told in the Rama;tana and. 

• 
culled. from other sources toof:ll.l 

Scholars agrae2 that these other source's are the Nitakss, 

- -of which the l-Iahanata ka or Uanumannatska is the most renowned; -. - -~ the mediaeval Ramslsnas, especially the Adhyat.a 1iamaye~a. a 
• • 

short Sanskrit text of' unoertaindate3 Which is an attempt to 

reconcile the .Adva1ta Vedanta Dointof view with the Remeite _____ ...;;;..,,;,.i;.;-...:..;;.....;;.,;;..,;,;;..;; .... - . 

teaching of Ramananda's disciples, based on the Sagona form 

of the Supl"eme Beali ty. 4 

It is ~uite clear thatfulsl nas considered Valm1ki t s - .... Ramazana. as his ch~et source of inspiration., but not as a 
• 

model to be copied. still leas $S a Sanskrit document to be 

merely translated. .His Chief concern was p:rtimSll:'ily with the 

content of the legend.. not 5.ts fo:f'M: "My verses are clumsy .• 

but my theme is h1gb." • .5 His main purpose was to present not 

so much a 11terslt7 'WOr"k, but a hero: aima. "Though a cow be 

hlack. its m.ilk is white and liholesome and all men drink it; 

so though my speech be countrified, it tells of the glory of 

srt; 8nd Bima, and good men sing it and listen to it-itO 

He did not. therefore. feel limited to the form set by 

his Sanskrit predecessor scme twet'lty centuries earlier. In 

an age .. -then veFnacula::r poetz:.y.. thoUS-l1 not a novelty,.7 was 

1 H.L.A.it"" (these initials will h~ncetoI·!ard !.::ldica"te H:.i.llfs 
trsrH!lationof the Uamcaritmanas) Bala .... ksJ:J.da ~ p.,2. _ .,"' ". 

2 For instance OharJ.otte Va,~devil1.e, F .R. A~lehin, W • .oO' P. lUll. 

Bsrnes & Co. ~ p.28. 
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sti~l jrrowned upon by the Sanskrit; pandlts as a f'Sprehensible 
8 concession to the unedu·cated masses,. he deemed it fit to write 

iut;he spoken language ot' his milieu", juIorsovsp" though he 

follow~:Jd Valmlki.s narrative· it its broadest outline ~ he felt 

;t"pee t~) alter certain episodes. displ~u~e incidents, suppress 

unnec61ssary elements, introduce expansions_ especially doctri .... 

nal digressions, wb..ich all contributed to present his own 

conception of Rama. 

The seven books of' the RSmearitmenas are: the :sala-kanda • 
• i 

Sundar.a-kanda" the Lal\ka .... kand8;J and the Uttsrs ... kinda. More 
•• Wi ,. 

than half of the first \look and alm.ost all .of the last have 

- -no eovrespondance in Valmik1's narrative. F'rom the third 

book on, 'ruler Dis is less end lass pr'6oceupied 1d. th the 
.. .. 

details of the ssftuence followed 'by Valmik1 J m.any of which 

he omits. Certain events are merely alluded to, as if the 

poet assumed that the reader or auditor was already familiar 

with the Sanskrit original. Th.e ,omission ot: many details 

could. indicate that 'rule! Das 'Was presenting his ttory opal 1'1 .

at least in parts. It could also suggest that he wanted to' 
.... 

use the Rama story as an occasion to present his moral exhor-

tation.s. Oftentime's" especially in th.a third and fourth books" 

the poet uses episodes of the Valmikian story as a mere pretext 

for didactic considerations. 

EGOndBlf J. Lee Ral:.tgio1'l.S de l'Inde" Vo:1. II" Payot, Pa:eis, 1965, p.211. 
Ii.E.,A!li"" 3ala ... kands:,J c.8:t p. 1 • . .. 
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- Th.e second oook,the only pa.rtot his l'f'lSnuscript extant, 

folJ.o'Ws wui te elosely the sequenoe of the Sansk:rl t story-.. True, 

a number of didactic e.xho~tat:lons oecas1onaly- interrupt the 

narrat:lve", but they never o·eeupy as pr1cm1:nent a position as 

they do in books thPeeand espeeiall-y-seven.9 

9 Vaud€lville ~ (fnarlotte .. La lac s-pi!:'i tuel, Librairia d tA1l1erill!u$ 
at d'Orient, ?aris,-1955" PIt vi. 
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f100K ! faAr:.J\ ... ~:r"rr)A (~I()ok of the Childhood, .- .. 

lin his 1ntrutbletlonl';rul~r Die bet:~.!niS wt ttl a sixfold 

homage to thoSG who t>.JlV~ ~bled hIm to ~al1se hl$ proj$:l.'!t.1 

H. theta cites hla 40Ul"(iQE$, de'ela~s hi;! ~otlv*. nal;~11 hIe 

"own lu)ul ts: delight" If 'ltd. annQuncae his l1tltr~Py ~.nr •• a 

2-
"Vel" lClLsrm1na l:':itH!ern ~'neeehn ~ .... ....~1 :.r-' """ 

-'flits 1-$ l'ollo~d \ty 1nvoeatloI'lS tlQ V1Stllil $!n(l 11va t lind by 

rape&tiid woPCis ot nO~1!D~~. to r .. 1.8 .~l.~.rt.l alld thtb !:!~t'::J~ans. to tl-):s 

sainta whQs$ .fellowall.i.p be hilf,hly valU~IU! t and 8V$11 to t1th0 

jlI< - l' ~"d.." '-- ~ - 1 f ~n .3 gang o:~ vI - latns _j,C llJ. t~:.iit'!}~1i> e.us,", l'."et:Jm e1fl or gOO'll- .. 

... 
sclous ana ullcoaaclou.S ,aN :tr.ut.tinct with. Ha~. I ever de 

.h.o~~g$ with folded lands tot-.Ll? lo-tu$ t1J.~t Qt all.", ... 11'1e 

b~ 9~.:;! 10tH\l to ~~q;*fi" 4 rr:h:l.s 13 s.C~);;)iHl:tf;1d by • .x:;~~rtliti'otl$ to 

UM tbl~ POV$l" of d1.crial'llnat;·:'(tn~J:"'I:trrt.d by the creator in 

(}rieX' 1~o dls:t1~ku.1.shbet_$n ~~d and evil" fmd to re jeet 

tt~la1~tan~. 

1 - - , ~ H .. L •. i~.R.Ji Eals-kanda, Bloks (s .. ) 1" p. 1. 
2 ---- •• 
~" p. 2 • 

.3 I'.:! "I 4 ~, v. 4, p. .. 
4 Id.em.;, D .. 70-70., P .. 7 .. -
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In a, somewhat lengthy apology for the imperfections of 

both his poet.ry and his moral conductS 'rulsr Das maintains, 

in spite of everything, the merits 01' his enterprise: uI<qy 

verses are clumsYt but my theme is h:tgl'li1. 6'11 words whieh 

-sing Ramals glory. no matter how imperfect; are "lovely to' 

eontemp1.ate andeleanse from sinu • 7 The poet pays another ,-se:r:oies ot homages t.e- .liama. and to th.ose who have writte'n the 

--Ramsl8¥!- safore him, 'Without forgetting t'thQse skilled poets 

ot comC110n spa aen 'Who heve told. of ·the :!ll eta of Har! in the 

vulgar tongue" .. 8 Afta!" devoting several verses to the exeel ... 

lance land selvif1c power of Rama J s name &l'ld recalling once 

more tJh.e seriousness of his sins and the merits of his inten .... 

tiO!lj 'the poet reminds the reader that ftth.e Lord remembers not 

the SillS we b~ve eomrnitted, but d:wGl1s a hundred times upon the 

ParpOSIE:) of the he a,rt tt • 9 

ltl1e are then informed that the story 'Was originally com-

" posed 'by Siva who .. besides narr3ting it to his wife Um.8_ en-

trusted. it to K:kabhusundhi. - .... 'Ie in turn :t>slated. it to Yajna .... 
•• 

who told it to the great sage .Bharadvaj& as they Were conversing. 

o. 8 - c. 13, pp. 7-10. 
c. 10, p. 9. 
Gb.a nda ( ell. c'} 1 ~ 'p. 9. 
c .. 14, p. ll~. 

c. 29, P. 19. 



It is ·this lat;tar version that 'ruls! ;o,9S claims by the grace 
.. 

of $1V19 t·o "repeat" att$p having beard it as a ehi1a from his 

Guru. 11() 

P.gain" he admits that he writes the story to sat.isf'y 

himself, but this tim.e he adds: ttl tell a tale that will re-

move my d.oubt and ignoranoe and error, and car1"7 me across 

the river of rebirth" 't 11 Again and again, he repeats his 

oonviction that the story ot RSma's aets "brings peace snd 
.. •. 12 "effaces the foul st9ins of tL""le Kal1yuga··. 

In Chaupai 34,. :'J.1uls1 nas gives an important indication of 

the date and the setting where the story was begun: Tuesday" 

the nil1th day of.' Gaita~ of the 1631st Samvat year (I.e .• 14arch:) 

the thirtieth" 1.574, Ii .. D.,) in the city of Avadh on the 

Sarayu' R1 V6.r .. 

F'rom the title ot the epic ffr'oly Lake of Rama fa Acts". 

the poet draws many sirr..11es and metaphor.s 'Nh.ich stress the 

retl"eshing effects of davotion to Hains .. and "the dispositions 

ralilluil"ed to reap these bene.:f':h~ial results: faith •. expe:pientlal 

love. good companionship.13 

!h.e introduction is rollowed by a long s3ctlon14 devoted 

10 
~~~ D. 30" p. 20. 

11 
~!# c. 31, 20. p. 

12 Idem. 
13 --Idem, D. 36 - c. h3; pp. 23-27. 
14 --Idem, o. 45 - c. 187. pp. 28...a7. --

11 



to Si.Vl9 fS controversy with his doubting wife, U11JS ~whom 

Tul:!! Dis calls the :£I'1ather and 11£o·ther of the earth ,15 

Itl describing the circumstances that led yajn.avalk:Y8 to 

relate the story to Ffusrsd.,raja" a Rama devotee who already 

12 

knew "'the sovere:tgn pawsr at naghupattl't, the opening parsgl"'sphs 

ot thils sect1.on may gi va 8:!1cther importl!lnt indicatj.on as to 

why th~9 poet dste~m1ned to I!I!repeat U Yaj-navaTkya fa l"slation of 

it~ S:i.nce BharadvajB already knew tr.te story, why did he ask 

Ya jnavJEllkya to dispel his ignorance about Rama? Because 

want to hear the deep mysteries of Rimats perfections and so 

you he'lre put jour questions as thOtAgh you wereeompletely 

16 ignorant ff
, It must be not.ieed that t.he l?elator complies 

G{ulte li11illingly to tl:e demand4! thus illt.:ust.;pating t]'!ulsi nag t 

eonv1c ibion, eltpresaed in the preceding section. coneerning 

the beneficial results obtained troln repeatedly hearing (or 

'INri ting) the s:tory II 

U!na t s reason tor doubting R.inlE~ t 3, authenticity as the 

incarnate omniscient Absolute is threeJE'old.The f:tr'st has 
II 

to do j,g1th his relation to Siva: 

Sst'1kara ,she thought., is Lord of the world and 'Worthy 
ot all men's worship; gods, men and sages all bolY the 
haad before him" Yet he did. obeissa"ace to a prince 
(1,,,a. Rama)ealling him True ~ing", Oonsciousness and 
BlIss, and Spirit Supreme; and when he Sa1-1 his beaty" 
he was so absorbed in. it that even now nett.ing can 
ChEiliCk his devotion", .'17 

15 Idern 
--~ 16 I ~ . <lam" 

17-
Idem D. _# 

c. 103, p. 52. 
c. 47#' p .• 29 • 

50, p. 30. 

,..- , ... ... 
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The second basis for doubt has to do with the possibility 

of the }~b301ute to assume a hums::.'! fOX~J'l;i "Can the Absolute, 

which 1s all ... pervadlng. passionless, unborn. indivi.si.bls .... 

take bc>dily for.m as ~ man?tt18 
... 

'The third motive f'oI' do, bt concer'TIS ,hama's omniscience: 

Even1f Visnu s!1ould talr.e human form. fur tfJ:3 sa~~e of the 
bod~:" yet Ii he om:..~·liscien.t like 'l'ripuI'8ri (siva); tL.en 
how Sh01Jld he:l in WhoM all wisdom dwells ••• be seal-'ching 
tor his wife as thou~'::' he lacked }? .... ~.o'Wlecige? Yet aga!t! 
the v.Jo.rd ot: Sdbhu (8i va) es llnot be untl"ue" fo r 3i va is 
omnlscient.19 

'j.'he poet relates h.ow Um.a. disgui~~ed as Sits. saw HarriS but 

did not; adm.i t to hel" husbfmd t:'tV3'G sl-l$ had tried to hide her 
.. 

identi1iY. a sin for "'Which Siva abandoned her. He also relates 

hew J:m.~r eonsu:nad. her body tn the sacriiie1el fire" !IS an ex .... 

pression of pr'otest against her father who had. failed to offer 

s sacr.:Lf'icial portion. to Siva. Reborn with an illusory body20 - ~ .. 
as the daughtHI" of King Eiraslaya.lt Uma 1~:s se;atn gi van to Si'11'a 

in marriage after a long period ot pe!l·am~e.J and long maintain .... 

ing hel:' obstinate trust in the ir~ord of her Guru that she would 

'. marry ~a va., in api te of th.e Seven ·~eer8' words to the contra-

ry.. It is to be noticed that even the integrity of Siva" a 

detschEJd 3scetle in devotion to ~ama :t'oll'owing his w:lfe' s 

absenc€~ J had to be put to the test before b.eeould rewed tima. . - . ~ Rrahma decides that Kamadeva will disturB S1 va's naedi tation. 

18 'dam D .. 50 :t p. 30. 
~-~ 

19 Idem, C. -- 51~ P. )0. 

20 Idem, G. -- 98, p. 50. 



"All CI"eat'ures in the world •• ".overstepped the limits of their 

nature and fell subject to Love,*.,21 i~.vatB trance, however" 

was u!ls~ffected "and Love waxed wrothn • 22 Then Brahm.i asked 
... -Siva tc. m.arry Vms once more ,so that his son might de st1"oy 

the pOliJertul demon Taraka • 
... 

A:f'tar their reunion, Sivil dispels his wife J s threefold 

doubt ;r'egarding ai'ms. 23 Not onl~v' does he anStier her three 

,uestic~:ns, but he $1 so expla lns how .a&rUit is the Lord of 

111usi(J~n, "by whose reality the order ot unconscious natUI"6, 

allied with illusion, appesl"s to be real'* *,24 Wb.en umi heard 
.. 
S1 va $ s explanations fi "all her c1"i tiesl doubJts wers resal ved: 

sha began to love and trust in llaghupati fa teet". 25 

Sho!.~ld the reader be disturbed Gver the tact t.l'l.st so fa]? 

~ -the stClry has dealt with Siva's virtue and not with Rima. 

'Puls! E'as reminds him. through Y.'& jnavalk.-Y8 I swords t..llat !fWn.ase 

'" who are' not devoted to 81 va I s lotus teE~t ean neyer dr-oeam of 

pleasing RSmJa tf
• 26 It 1s interesting tel note that it is in 

a seet:i.on where Tulsr Des does not follow Vilmlki that he 

develops 1118 important passages on ~iv$t. 

'" tr:hen follows a section where Siva relates the diverse 

inearnaltions of Rima in dlff'er@:nt aeons" as well as Xi11g 

21Idsm~, D. 84~ p. 43. 
22:-- D. 86. 44. l.dem.~, p. 
2)- n. 110 ... 0. 120, pp. .5~ .-'q Idem" . . . ::;-.? , • ~. 

24~ f" 117. p .. 58. Idsrr.l. J, v" 

25~1~ f' 119. p. 59. v. 
26 . c. lO4~ 53; see also C .. 14:1)1< p. 69. Ia.em ll p. 

27Id~IJ D. 1.$2 ... iI 187, pp • 12 .... 87. • -



Pratapabhanufs J?ebirth as Havans, the installat.ion of 11.1.s 
• 

kingdom 1::1 L,a:aka, and. the resolve ofV:t'lVu to delil1sr the 

earth from r.d. IS evil il'.l.fluenee. 27 

15 

The second section is mainl:r intended to stress the 1m ... 

portanee of ban:'tsh1ng all doubts from. the hea.rt of Rams ~ s 

de-votee" no doubt l!ln operatio n considered aa an essentIal p:re ... 

l."ef!uisite for genuine bhakti. P' _~ 

... 
8ma's love };.l.8ving been te stea, 

that she could abandon hersel.f' totally to Rama: flo-o ye to 
~ . . 

P,ln~vat1 and test her love; then send LL'.talaya B:"1d hs·va her 

brought hOt.'l6 s'cd :r-enlOVE.~ her doubts ,t .. 28 

Third Section: the Story of Bema 

T1:;.is secticn substantially fol1ov.1s the eontentsof the 
1'-. ~ first bock of tl:.e l'tamays:o.a, except tor tile opening paragr-apr...s 
~ ... ..... 

of the Sanskrit epie~ wnel"'e V'alc:fki pl">6se.nts three versions 

of trhe Hami;y:ana., the f'ir.:;t as related by Sri ~~ir2da _ the 
" 

second as revEH31,'?d i,""!' a YO'1';3 medi tat1ccn.~ and the third. as sung 

hi! Rams is t'iiO sons as they had learned. it :from Valmlki. 

~vhereas yS"l.rr.lfld had related at length hoW the s.a,erU.'ie& 

was prepared and performed by Dasarstha to obtain a sont Tulsl 

Des bal."ely mentions this fse;t,. rds emphasis lays rather on 

the rejolcin:±s that aeeom:pa~4.ed Rams·s birth.29 The intent of 

_ .. -._,---------_._----------_._----_._---



16 

- 1 30 these lines,. as wall as those devoted to Ram$! S youth.. seems 

to be Iltn emphasis on the d:J.vine nature of Rima;l the young 

pl'"inee" Nany details not to be found j.!l t:I'J.S as!-'11er epic 

contribute to this and:. the rejoicings c.t the gods, _sfa 

revelaiiion to his mother that he is divine t h.is~super-:r.l.umann 

trieks~! an.d the emphasis on the 6:x:ceJlenee of' his mOl"al charac

ter an(l his' Phys:te$i body. 

Itl both s'tories ,the sage V1sva11l1 tra R.sks the lUng's 

permisfl,ion to ebtain Raina ~ s hel.p :agalnst the demon Mertes 

and Subihu Who keep obstruet1ng the sagets sacrifice. In 

'Ootil instances the King refUses" but in Ruls1 Das' vSFsion31 

his htulltation is much less t'Ul'lphasized than in irilmfki' $,32 

Where t:he King :i.s very l!oubttull about his sort t s might. ;!.i't..::tr ... 

thaI', 1~i.llsr Dist reterenC3s to Visval'nitra 8S the "guru" ere 

much mCl~ra frsGluen"t. although the latter 11$ seen mora as a 
... 

devoteel than as a guide, whioh is th,a exact opposite of Val ... 

mIld.' s presentation of him. 

Vsilmfki stresses -thG dependence cf' Rima on his Guru. 

F'OI> aXEunple, his Guru has to persuade him to kill the damons.ss 

T'araka even though one should not kill a 'Woman.33 No such . ... 

hesi tat:ion 5.s recorded in :fulsI Das" verl:'sion. Again. whereas 

Vilm11d. shows Ralll$ l?Sfu~1vlng the weapor.!s and is .instruetad as 

30 ~~ G. 196 ... c. 203, PP. 91-9h .. 
31 --d I~ "'Of.. t:;; ..l.. ern, ,.' .. Co ··:"It p. 9~h 
32-·-- --

The Rama:ra~e of Valmiki",trans.,. by B.,? Shastri, $harrl:;isadan~ 

Londo'n~ 1962, itol. I, Bala-ka~d.a, pp. 49-52. (:::.ancai'orward 
.3 this translation will be ind:tc~ted by the in:ltials: B.V.) 

3 Idem, PP. 58-59. 
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'" .. 3L~ to theIr use by iJis't.rami tra II TulsY DatS or.11ts such details 

t ·."tat "", :2.,.,·;),,",·,·.'lt ·"'.e ..... p.'>l }l-:L5:I <>"P'l"'ot<:! ··i",,"lpl""""'sn'''''''· If~:'v"", ~s tb '" Sl~"" ........... ..,. .. ".1._ •... J."'" '" _ 1,. ~ I., _. _ I.~ ' ..• v':" y.... 'i "" .::, , h·c".-'"'.~ leG "v .... """~ ... 

s·p:'! .... _-':t, P} .,.,~-;; 1" _...... ,., ... 1", .; "n..l., and that YO.l shm..'ld attrihute error to him 

.. '..... . Finally, 7almi1d show~ .H~hna Ciuite tia-

p·snde·'lt 0\1 ".r:l.sv~mitra fOI' i-c:Lf{)r-:;~ti:::'n eoncGl"·cl.:tng 7isnu t s 
•• 

previou:s bil?tiiS .a~-I..;i the divaz'se genealogies of Cttds and kings 

14.b.ich, HamB seems not to know thoW)".!. the'y are 1'.18 kimHllen.. 36 

:ruls! Das does net impute such ignorance to his hero. 

In general~. l'ulsi Das presents -riSto.a as s l'a r.'.10 X"S important 

figure:!, at this stsge, ..,.- .' .. ., than \~alm.:d:1. a11 O'ws h.:hl to be. 

exadple J ¥LeL :t . .i.ng Janaks welcom.es the two pr:l.r.l.ces accocnpaniad 

h ",:",~,,,, '" '!I!I'f .. "'I.,. . ... ... i by t e s~ge Vl.8vamJ. tra, ~.:.:~e .Latter J..;:~ c,le erl:;t sh'YvJn by Valm5.k 

as the central personage ~ althougi.l he does sho~' the tHO princes 

making a strong impressiotl on the IC::'ng. 37 \Iith Il:ulsi Dss, Ra..lls 

is immediately :t-eoognized as the predon;linant figure; one o·.f 

divine excellence. Jiot only is Le sholll1.r.:. r'>6l<storing -vitality 

to Gautama1s wife on his way to Janaka's royal city, but ~fanaks 
~B 

loses cl!1consciousness upon seein;~ him .• . h. 

Again" whereas VSlm.1ki related at length Visvamit~a ts 

story., particulsply his misunderstandings and ensuigg brawls 

_" 1 1- .')-'Lt:\ 13' i.SS omits such 3ccounts 'that might shift 

the atte':1tioll away from his hero4J: and. e1lil.phasizG.s rather the 

.34-

.35 
36 R. V .. , Bala -kanda, pp. - .. 65-102 .. 

37 Ide~, pp. 103.104. _ .. 
38 
39 
~A. .. R.j ,J. 212) - .... .!i.:l.o" Bala -kanda, . .. 

p. 99. 
pp. 71ff • 



i:lpI·ess.1on &ma create$on Jsnekats entourage. his docility 

to his Guru and his conformity to p.rescribed devotions arld 

ritu61s.40 Likewise, Valm1ki f s descriptions of the we11-

ad.'Tl1nisteredeity of Ayodhyi and of King Da~aratha t s wel1-

behaved eourt41 have beenshQrtaned hy:tul£11 Das, who 

emphasizes the 'bEHiuty of Ayodh,yi' rather than its orderly 

organiz;ation.42 
' ... 

Whereas Valrr~k1 had mean rather laeonle wl~ regards to 

18 

SIti" 'Pule! D8S insists on her beauty and on her rapturo'us 

a~-niz.ation for Rima.43 Likewise:. Tuls:C Das' t~HM!ency to exalt 

the perfections of Rama in affeetionate terms not to be round 
'_ __ , '.1 

llnd.el" V'almik1'ts pen 1s notieeable 1'1 Rams f s breaking of the 

veapon44 snd his m.arriage with sfta.45 

Finally. not only does tl'le episode showing Rama overcoming 

Parasuri'ma oceur' at different times~ but whereas Paraflu.:r:ma 

was treated with awe in Valm1ki's version,i+6 he is made fun of 

by Lakshnum1 in Tulsl Dist version tor h.aving actad as s "41uick

tempered warrior1\' rather than as a sage anchorite.47 However, 

in :ne1ther stories is a$'ms,,"with-the-Axe considered ss an avatars 

263. p. llB.ete ••• 

'0 
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of ViS!ll'U, which. seams -to imply that for both TulsrOss and ... .. - ,.,. 
Valm.i..ki Rams is the only incarnate Savicn:rr. 

The Bala-kaIlda is dorunated by :ruler lias t disiX·$ to foster 
•• 

in his listeners devotion t'O Hima. To 0.0 so. he introduces at 

'" the verry outset a long narrative showin.g Siva$s e,f:t'ortsto 

J:Oemove all doubts from Oll'.ui. his wi1'e. cl:Oncerning th.a divine 

nature of RS'm.:a and the causes 101.' hi.s incarnation" especially 

to deli vel? his devotees from the :tnt'lU€lI'ltlCe of the powerful 

damon Etavsna • 
• 

T".!lS same pre.occupation dornj:nates t~he nerl"stive of .tt8ms' s 

birth. chilttb.ood and adol:eseenee ..Tulsr Dis takes pain to 

show t:b.s·t Rama' s birth signified the coming of Vi.f3nll; that ... 
he was a super~human cb.~ld., whose divine power e!1sbled him 

to slay BarreS, .,. .. ,-
Subahu. and Taraka; that he was able to 

• 
break tine 09W f a super-·ht'lman feat; that he wessbls to convert 

... 
the ln€:ensed. Parasurama who retired to the for'6st slnging 

Raf'!B t s praise. 



&>OK II: AYODHIA" KANDA (:Book 01" Ayodh.ya) 
• • 

Or.I, the whole, 'rulsr nis follc)'t-vs Valmikl f 8 sequence o.f 

eventsGJ.ui-ce closely in this Cl'lSpter. 'I'he :few differences 

there t31l?e point 118 directly to the fi'lsi!1 emphases in the .. .. 
!!tmcArltmanas. 

Section I: Tae ItOst Inherit,anee -
T:a6 main event 01: this seetlo!".! is the succession to the 

throne of Ayod...'I-:l.yi,. In both stories" Rama is designated by 

his father to be his suceeSSOl",. The reason for such a choice 

is said to be" in the Valmikian version,. the fact that Rima 

is the e1.d.est son of t,h.e l"'oyal family: $tThe throne should. 

belong to the aldast SO:f.l".l ~dthout j.(;;oying that pointjiTuls'! 

Des, in parallel pa.ssageul/2 does not invoke this reaSO!l;f! but 

rather bases Rams:' s r1;;;ht to inllerit his father's throne on 

his stlp;sricr pSl"'i'ection; 

- -Raghurao, says BhaI"st to the people of Ayodhya" is the 
horne of kindlines,s and self-effacement,. utter simplicity,,. 
mercy and love; Rams has never in.jured even an enel.rl~n 
and I'I thOUgJ:l I hava done him wpong,.!! am his child and 
ssrvl'.m!1l .• Bali.Elving. then this to be to.!: m.y happiness,,,, •.• 
gi vie me your gracious bless:ln.g,~ that Pdima may llstSl'l to 
ray 'prayer, .... and retL1.rn to his cap1 tal,. n .3 

.. '.-At the same timE'h;J Whereas Valmlki brings to the tOI'S 

... 
those tluali ties Which t"1.l.aks Hame fit tobes I"llle,!" and protector 

of his people-, Tulsi Das seems more int,erested in those tlual-

i ties "W.hich z!lske 111t'11 't-Jor-t-;I.-Y tD be ac:: object of his people IS 

love an~i devotion. For instance" the rela.t1.vely long list o.f 

20 
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of ~ua1.ities that make Rima a 'Wo;(l'thyeandldate tor regency. 

i b V· 1 aka 4 i 1 t 1 i~t d· th n= 't-g van ,y a· T.'11. 1." . S clOmp e e y Ol"n 1.1 e' l.!l.. e .;.U;:illlea!'~ man8.Jl~ 

- - -Anothel" indication .of Valm:i.ki t s interest to i"irld in R.ams the 

the t1!uaJ.:i ties propsr to a monaI~ch is the reecu.rence of re~ind-

€'.Irs of 11t3 royal duty whio~.l he receives from his elders, for 

instanc:e i'rorn b.is mothe~ and from ':'.109 fatoor.
6 

Such ooul'1aels 
... ... 

are not; to be found. in Tuls! l)~S f eOl"r6lspondlng passages, of' 

of whic:,tl the most important is thaKin~:'1 g presentation to his 

t1uru of' h:1s eldest son as ilia successor: 
... 

rta!Y.t8 is in all wS'.1s alt.ogetJlsr worthy~ Servants, minis-
te:r's and s11 who dwell in the alty." whether they 'be. !Jl'Y 
fO$IS or fr>iends or neither. without exception love Hems 
as I ulyself." as though my lord t s bJ.es.sing had taken 8 
glorious bodily torm. 'rhe 3.r,ahmans and their families. 
holy saint" all hold him dear as yQU do; Those who 
plaice on their heads the dust o.f their gUJ::u t s feet com~ 
mand all power :-)8 their own; this ::18ve I experienced as 
none other, and I have t-lcn it all by adoration ofy·cur 
sacfred dust. M 7 

Again, Valrnfki suggests, ·that R~ma is followed by the 

inhabit,~Hlts 'Of Ayodhyi to tp,£ forest because~ where RSma lSi 

danger and 'Cfiisery are banished, for he is a warrior and the 

guide Cit' his people,6 'l'uJ.s! Das on the other hand insists 

that the main motive of the people resides in the :fact that 

they ax'e "constrained by love tl9 and affeetiont10 "Unable to 

sndur.s the fire of sapal"ation from Raghubar. all the people 

fled in paniC from. the ci.ty f> till 

--------.-----------------------------------
4 - - 6 64 .!:hY., ./\:yodhya ... kanda, pp.. 1. 0 -1 ' • 

.5 ~, pp. 164 ... 167: 
6 Idem, pp. 167-170. 
7 u.1\ .oR., Ayodhya .. ka:trda ~ c. 3, p. 163. 
8 .•• 

R. V _,f Ayodhya -kanda. p •. 279. 
9 ~ , .• -~ 

E.L.1i. .. R •• Ayodh-ya-ki'n;ds. C. 83, p. 195. 
10 - •• 

IderoJl' c. 85" p. 1'96. 

11 Idem", c. 84 .. p. 195. 
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Slmilsply",the reasons given to justify Slta f s follow

ing heJr' husband are not based on exactly the same grounds 

in the two narrations. a woman cannot live 

wi thou1; her husband not only oecause she loves :b.imj as is the 

case fQr sits" but also because i-I:; is se;9inst the ls'W: "A 

woman" 'who in this life .aas been g1 van by hel? uare:n:ts to a 

man.lI .. belongs to him according to the la:iJ. even a.fe±> death.,,12 

Witl1 Tulsi .Das, there is no ment;ion of 19w; it is .1.2.Y!. only - .. which prompts Sl ta to follow her ht.lsbsnd: "She could not bear 

the me:r~e word 1 separat ion t !l 11 13 

TUlIsi' Uas consciously elim.inates troTn the pictl:l:l"6 he 

-drs.ws, both of Rama and of other j.m~ort~nt figures of th.s royal 

family,. such weaknesses that ::nlgb.t contribute to malts them 

appear too subject to human frailty. l1. case in point is Q,ueen 

Ka.:1keyi'. In order to show that S1:le is not to bla::ne,. Talsr nas 

-shows h.ow her mind was perverted. by the goddess Sarssv8ti t1 

who was asked by the jealo''Us gods to expel 11:S111S to the .forest., 
_ _ _ _ M 

Again" whereas in Vall'l11ki t s Rarnayar;a, the king calls Kaikeyi 

the llsin1'ul one 1t-!4 Tulsi Des has hi:ru say: !lIt~s :not your- fault; 

it is my fats that :has po£sessed. you like a devil.. t115 Ex,fJlicit 

passages suches the following, which :fuls1 Dasfiscribes to 

Bh.aradvaj$g are not to be found in the pa.rallel pa.ssages by 

. - -"a1m11d.. Prefer.ring to '[sikeyi' s act$ the great sage says: 
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ttr.IJ:y SOJ;l., JIaikayr is not to blame #. fo.!' it was Sarasvatf who 

perveri[:;ed her reason'" • .16 "That was fate t s deeree"~. he el.aims. 

adding that Kaikeyr' lthas at the last repented" .17 At no 

point does VaL."l1tki speak of' such a repentance.. Again,.. Rama 

himsa~t is show"n by Tuls1 Das at Ka1key1's teet comforting her,I8 

where8~iI Kaikeyi' herself' is seen bitterly repenting upon seeing 

Srt;' S sil'llplici ty •. 19 

IDlng Dasaratb.a is another example of the sarne tendency •. 

w'b.erea~~\jalmiki showed. him to be I'tenslaved b:~r his passion" tor 

Queen Kaikeyr20 or "made captive by hal" ~zQrdstt~l '11ulsi Das, 
irl the parallel pass.age" comments that th.e monarch was "victim 

ft 22 or fater. Likewise , Tule! 1)3S merely !llentions the involun .. 

tary Ml.:lIZ"der of a yo'tlng 8seetls by Dasaraths;3 anepi.sode which 

is relstted at length in l7ilm1ki.24 

Again, 'Where Kausa.1y8 is Seen in the l1smayana blaming her • 25 .... -. - 26 husbancil",' in th,e RamC3:l?:ttmanss she encourages nim., 

r:Fc.Lis tendency in Tu.1si Das to embellish his heroes is well 

broughti out by campa.ring the two poets t. commentaries on the 

King t s death. l;ere is ho"W 'iTalJ:/l1"'!d pictures it; 

1£ Idem D. 206, P. 244. 
17 Id;;: C. 207" p. 245. 
18 ~, c. 24Lra p. 260. 
19--

Idem~ C. 252~ p. 263. 
20 ----- - -R. v,. __ Ayodh:ya-kanda.(fu", 
21 ~- •• 

Idel!l# p. 186. 
22 :;-L-~ 1::' . I)v.,.::n-,v:u.a-'i"ilda ..i... ,.".6 .4,',." .$~1:1 O'U..L.1..,; ~ "'I'ifQ. ~ • 

23 - 1 ..... 1::· 224
e 

• Ide't1~, c. /",f p. . .. 24 ' _. 
R.V'~1I Ayodhya-kamia. pp. 

25 - .•• Idem _ pp. .312 -313. 
26 -:-- '. - ..... B.t .. A.Ii~, Ayodhya··:k:anda, ------ .. 

1, p .. 172. 

.315-318. 



If'bU3 ~roaning ... ;. Kl.n$ l..ialent.ha gHV& up life ~ J'l.aving 
la'1~ntl'l:l.d!,j·· thtt. it, talJ. e u.ntorturulte m.o.t~$"b fl.'! nobl.. iI1!tlen .. ",,,,\,,. 1 _.... ;C' . .tl t /If 1III\Qowa8 .. stnuibton a.c(}con .... of tljJi .44. e 0 bls 
belovsd $or~. peU1$fjH1 81Ui1 atroidnll?,ht ana. \u:~der- the 
welght ot $uf'.t:YflFAM 11.1&8« up his llt'~H 2,'1 

C()ir;par.~ thst sombre pletuN wIth ":t\J.ls1 ais t embelll$h~Hi 

onst 

~:"",. "'''''d''' .... ''''t·'." - ... .,,~""~ :,.,,\,,,,, .... _."'''' ..... d ·f,· ~.4."t;.', ... '" 1: .... 11'</*' .".1 U'v .l., ... "GIIiIiil"_.M!-~ ~,4 ""~'QI~vt.Jl, .,..}.. ...... ~ 4-'i<,f'W""f ....... "'~' ........ 1. '''''*w~ ~,{" 'foil . ..,;.;; i,. :.,. " .1:S,. 8!< .... tJ. 

hiJJ spotle3s tame w' •• r.l •• <t afJzooa4 ,~. -:;, countless universes. 
Li"l'l:ng~ he \)ej,lel.d t.heft0'i ot aaM~t falr l'i$ t:le m~Gn* and 
dyln.g tor th~ lo-s&\ ot Ha,:ll$ I d1$d. a t1l:1ot"1au~ death. 28, 

Flt14111. t.h~ Slhiiii,llJ t~r~d$ncy 0";:'1 als. ba d1jtect~d in ·the 

plctu"' 'i'ul~r - d.rS-WB of .,. 1'" 
"} .. ~ r~'HUUi . ye 4Ii' who :hll ;li.1QWn to be !1'iUCb. 

,. 
Inntam';~G; whereas tt*.~ Xing's rignttul rl,,1r ia $hown 01 ;ril:nrkl 

to be Hdeeply dlllt~;;:$.dft29 a_o~ltll . .&vipg to ()b~:r th$ ~1Nthl$.a 
30 31 - -o~r" to l~enounce tb~ k1r#~:d.Ot'l.. ill t~ llamearltunas he: ,,.. if! oq, .1_ 

weleomelt8 t:n$ news ot l"'dv1ngtc i() to tht) te~s.tj)2 c.a111ng It 

II 1ftrlt~lin.g rnatt~r-"l.J T!l.b.leh wl11 turn t,o IJ.# ?!;'cf1 t.14 Aig8iI'i. 

wt:l..MliU~ Vilmlkl aho'W$ R;~8l sentourage fe!llr-lng t01t Ri_ t. In-

abl1.1t::iJr tf:.) ~d&pt hl~$elt to the hardships of ro .. s' l1r.J 

"·10\1 ,,'lll be QI!l able to SHlGsi$t on wIld .:t'r-lJl t$1!t}$ T'ul.st ')$'" 

show~ 1;hea~ $9~ l''IIople eO'1'l'e~r11ed ret"' the1l.81Jl 'Yt'$!S 1"'3thftl'" than 

Rii.: I'tfhill"'$ 11 no 11t$ ter ;i~ s-rNart tr{,m\ lIt.m. iM
,. IIxe.l.1i11B 

tb$ Klrtg.)6 S.o say the cit1./inscf' AjGdhyi .. 31 Lilt_wise, 

2.7,·~ " ... .,.0.:.1··'(·""\1';,: ~·::n/l n p c~22 .l:t. 'i "" J:l.;j U ... I" "" -AG .. '"'-"'., .• J • 

20 - ... 
o "tlf I ;1 '::I /)...::11< "1'1"'" -k:· ... A'.., !'" 'i '"'6 n. .j",' •. ~ • .! \ • JJ ~l yo () ..• I.l "" Q '~'."::i, V ... -, .• ,;J'; 
29-- .•. 

Roo IT.1 , AY'odhya-kanda J: p. 223. 
30 •• 
~!S p. 218. 

31 
32 
33 



-bus • .l~a 1. me" cOlle.med ove:t" Bilarata whose "lovEI i8 $0 

P70toUDd thst i! M3ta7Si at heme I 1" •• 1'" evil eOIUSfUluenees!J8 

than tor his eXiled arother" fop "if i,.tl8 goes tc the toftat. 

all will be wel.l 1ntl'le encl, . not 111". )9 Similarly, Lek_ne"" 
, . . 

Hason, given by Vilmfld, Zo. wanting t!oaeeGmpan7 bU, fta.17 

tClissist him,40 18 not 1'oun4 :tn Tul.si Di., "erslCim which speaks 

l1'l\1lch mO:N:tn te~ 0'1 10". •• 41 . A sim11,a1" conclusion may be 

vaa t:pom th$ fact that Vilmfkl shows Rima admi ttlng his need 

for S!tlQ. 42 a passage w~Ch has no para!.lel in the :aamcarltmanas. 

Yet, tl:M~ picture of Rima II as :1 t is drawn h7!ulSr »is In this 

book, 8'tpikes the "atier a8 being muej,t more hW1l8r1 than that 

p:rfuHinted in the t'lrst book. WheJtG .. Bema was shown p.rtorming 

such sU]~l" .... human .teats $$ the slaughter of demons, the break-

ing of lin extJl'aer41nary- bow, an.da1>eve jra 11 the revelation to 

his mother of his divine nature. In ccmt:paat, the Alodhti-

b'"a plrEtSents him. aathe o'IN4:1e-.t $Ion, the devoted brother aM 

the l_~ltl husband. 

Sectlon.!!: Iharata, the P",...feet D~eyotell '. ..~. 
Iifm, seeond half of the Alo4h18-ka,:,a de.ls. mailll,. with 

Bha.hta j. ldheres8 Viblld. had pictured h1mas aiu IS ideal 

brotbePl' whose 81. vas to g1 va Dack his elder What })slanged 
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to him by right~ 'l'uls! Dis pre.sents :him as Rama's ideal devotee, 

the perfect er:nooaiment of' the fl,,"e cnsr8cter-'ist1cs he attributes 

to the ss1nt.'+3 Particular'sl';lpaesis is gii,ren to the f'ollowing':

detaci'J .. ment .. 1m! tat ion of' !;(srr.:.S:J humil! ty" dev<.,tec.ness to cth~r>s •. 

n'i1he contsl.1lplaticm of the Absolute) he sa-,y·s,. (is useless) witb
tl t, 

out detachment!!. ,.l:,. HI desire net wealth (srtha) \J or spiritual 

git'ts (d.":tsrma) or sensi..:tal ·ple£lsure (k;":na; nor do I ask ferr 

11berat,ion!1, he says: !1::nds one boon J.. crave) deyoti on to the 

teet of' Hems in successi VEl' li V€H!I fI .. 45 

.;;ie is also the pe:r>:.t:ect if'lli tator' of' Rams .. 1'V1"lelllls \fal!:r..hi 

had sno"wn Bb.:i!:i!"ata followed bp a riehlyadormed: m:11:i.:tary escort ,.46 

with Tuls1 Dss, the milita:r;wy escort bec;omes a processio-r1 of 

hUfably clad penitents led by a saddened r)harBts who eb.ose to 

'Walk in imitation of Rams: 

of 

to 

Bhslrat l;.ient 011 foot ~ aecor(~panlHd. by riderless } .. 1.orses 
lad by the bridle. :~Lts 1'ai thful S8!'VI2l"nts I'epeatadly 
axc~laifood: ~??ay wotmt yOll!:' horse iii my Lord t; but Emar8t 
replied: ~ B.sma set for'th on .foot j alm am I to have 
CDlllriots 1 elephants and. horses? ltsth-i:~:r ou?:ht I to walk 11 
on ny J.leadf j;"01:' a sa::'vant 1 s [.,art should be the hardest t if. t+ 

a.l-:!.arat, the peri'3ct devotee, is a ~del of htlffi"Llit:r, and 

hOPEI in Hamala aavi n.;3 poltIer. .c;veu if he had no direct part 

play in it, he considered him.selt' t.ha cause of Rama's exile: 

n.:~!y onE~ consuming and intolerable woe 15 this" thst it is dll6 

...... . .... ?f 48 to cne thet Sl.ta and Rams a1'e unhappy. Again and again he 

43 
h~t 

45 
46 
47 
1.+8 

!~ 1·4 ..... i.j. :# p. 323. 
178, 233. 

361. 

C" 203# p" 2tJ.3. 
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-seeks I'ehab1~itat1en.. But neither Quaem KGliselya 1 scomforting 

~ -~ 'Words ~ nor the assuranee given by the sage !haredwja will be 

suff'1e:'i.·')nt,> 1f they are not corroborated by Ram IS parsonal 

This rehabilitating aSSUl"snee is given in these words: 

I hold that ali the virhlOus !!len who ever :lived or shall 
li'~re in the th:r'ee t4o:rld£'! are not to be eOLllpared lf dear 
BhEl~rgta. with yourself,. If any evan in thought aseribe 
irli~ui tr'to you. this world is lost to them and salvation 

in the next." "",8y the recollection of your name all sin 
and ignorance and. the 1.}urden. of all that is unblest shall 
be destroyed". and fair .tame ShaM be won in thi.s 'World 
anal h1ls:! in the world. to come.;> 

By these words. Bl'l.srat claims to h.ava been rehabilitad: 

O~/[aste:p" ocean of gpaee,,. dweller in the h.earts of all. 
limit nowean I say 01" cause to be said,'? :~01f,l that my guru 
is pleased. and my r ... ord 113 gracious" the fancied torments 
ot: my inelaneholy soul :are at an end ..... Hy own ill fortune, 
my mo·ther's wickedness _ the crooked ways of destiny and 
rat,e t s ra.alignity ~ all these tog:2Jther were determined to 
undo me" but the protector of' his suppliants has kept his 
pro,:,rd.se to pr'otect •• " YOLlr na tt,1:re, divine Lord" :j.s like 
the:t of the tree of Paradise... It.' a man recognize tl"iSt 
tr<3e and d.!'>1!n11 neal: to it,. its shade relieves all cares;> 
ancl kin.g S11d beggar $ good and evil,. 81,1. receive in this 
world what they desire for the agking~ 52 

grace to t1::.ose TN'bo i.nvo1t:3 hL::., This saving 'Pov-Jer" as well 

Ramsfs nS:!le: tl:A man who it:l tl'Jis t'11'orld utteI"S the Hartle 'of' Bama 

butone:e beeolnessaved hi:aself sud a saviour of' o1bhers .".53 

The asstJIranO'$ of .rehabili tation being obtairl,:'}d j Ehsl'sta 

wi.ll sTIil'si t aams' s expressed desire" The latter's hesitations 

L.9 .!:.-!. e !!.!;" 'j. ~167 p. 229 • - ., 
.50 "!" rlo· ... ~· D. 206 - n 207, '?P. 2hL _?II t5 

~~~J ./. f.:. '-1.;., ~ • 

51 I de ""1 , C" 267, "!,p .. 261.J-270. 
52 

......"..... .. _. 
Idsw" c. 267# 1'P. 269~270. 

53 
~.'. 

~" 
,"I 217, p. 249. v. 



28 

to expl"SSS it out of deference for the Guru\Taslstha;f not ... 
0'" ... .lJ to be found in the Sanskrit ,hsmayans" .1.,$ clearly meant to 

• 
brin{s cru'l; t.i:.~e importance of fuima t swill. lrJhen Haru5I finally l.uakes 

54 his will clearly known" . B.."lSlp.sta 'lchoerfull:;rfl' accepts to act 

as regent of the kingdor.:a. Sttc:;J. enthusiasm cOlltr~'H'~ts somewhat 

wi th .d.cM;jrate f s gex"sistent t'~leetance s in \,ralmiki' s version, 

in g·j_te of the note s!l)-ying that he let't the tore.st H joy:Full:y" .55 
- r ... -~~hus" if' in Valm ki J S Ramayana t116 fai thi't, 1 observance of 

• 
one t s~ire' s vowed "1:111 is the supreme criterioYl of cut:,;', 

submissIve devotion to Hams :Is :tn IInIsr Des t R- ~t-. am.C8r.~ manas . . 
the sunreme means of salv~tion. 

The Ayodhya-kands eorti,priees three lyrical exhortstLms 

or Ira-Ita" or SOl'l~8.f:tlot to be found 11'1 tha \Talm5_k1sn .story, 

but which.. according to a eompsZ":9tive study made by ct.t.arlctte 

Vaudeville. are i:'lsp:tred by the Adh¥it~ll.s B.imi7fsna • .56 The 
o 

r.::7 
first is Laksmana 2s address to Gruhs;I::>! which. in addition 

• • 
to Adr.!.yatrna .di.mayana II, 6 also paraphrases 3 passage from 

--~. iIji 

the ~gavad-Grts, II. 
• • 

to 131:1srata nat to cry over the death of' \.i8 f'ath3r. for virttlE1 

5i : 
should not be mourned. for.' The third 1svalr.aIki f s description 

to .b:a:nulof ~I;he mystical dwe 111ng of the Supreme iieali ty" 

--------.------------------------------------------------------.---------
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M1.ss Vaudeville makes the p",int that 'l'ulslDas J version 

or those p*ilssages "ont un car:tlcters ;'loias ;JJ:.:ilcS09··;i~ue 0U.3 

- ... - 't 61 dans ]. 1.AdhyatmG b.amayana I • 'l'his is the :til"st;; Indica ti:::;;1 of 
• 

a point which 'Will be clw,'~lt on. :t'ul"'t:Ller at li"Egt:il: li.;;lsl :~8S 

.. 
to be f'Ol.:md in the phiJ.oso;,::d.cal views pressnt;sd in t.he J.1am.--... 
aa!"! tm~~. 

\iheret:!ls ValmIkl $ the heroic por.,t", w~nted to present 

RirrJB IHI B hero to be ~d.."nired, li'ulsf nas, the m.orali:-Jt, preser.lts 

Rims and his devotees, as terms of ref'er~nlce to teach 'What is 

right snd wrong" .LIenee his tendenoy' to 611i.bel1ish his hel~oes .. 

TulsI Das does not want to amaze,j by present! ng a he!'o; he 

- -wants i~o tasch,. by presenting: rGoc,els. Unlike -:/·'3l1!Yl:D::l ,. T~ilO 

seeks'~o promote bhakti. :reels the necessity to 61.1b,ance the 

role or devotees SQch as the people of AlrodJ:lya" >3!ts. King 

Da~ara1~ha, and especially BllSl"st.a. 

._------- ... _ ... --



-EIGOR: III: ABA'NYA-KAIDA (Book ot the Forest) 
• •• 

2u181 DaB begins this chapter with praises tor Siva 
.... 

and Rama. 'rhe picture be will drawo.f' the latter in this 

book shows him to be the divine hero 'M'S had met in the :Bile--
kinds"" :1n contrsst wi tin the mere human pieture we met in •• 
the pr'$eed1ng'bock. 

!his picture is illustrated., fot* instance, by the ""lU!'7 

openin.g episode ~ not to llJe .t()und in the Ss.rtskr1 t 'Version, 

showing In~a I s son, Jayanta. pecking Site's toot and run' ... 

Ding awa,., 1'·01' the pU:l'Posa ot: testing Rima" s ndght.. flllsi 

Dis \!ualifies Indra f s80n as Mfoolishill and informs 11S Indr-a 

wonldn,·t protect hiason, who had become R8ma·'s foe="Who can 

shelter an enemy of bma!nl !hen }tarade takes pit., on the 

silly- Jayanta and sends him to ·seek reeonci1.1atioll with,aima;. 

The' only punishment he incU:t-s, though he deserves death, Is 

'. that Rams deprives him 'Of oue eye. CO'Delusion: ltWho is so 

mercif'ul as RSghU'btl?!"a 

H:sma is then seen.'! stopping at Atri '5 herm! tags.. ' This 

gives Tulsi Das an occasion to introdu,ee another humn of 

praise, the repetltioDot which be P8commenCi:s explicitly: 

"fhose who reveZ'"Euatly repeat this hJmIl of praise with tai th 

11'1 thee win to t11,- sphereJ Gf this there is no doubt".) 

Ld..kewlse, the encounter setween AnasuY8, Atrl" S 1I1.1f6, 

and Sits gives Tulsl Das an opportunity to remind. his readers 

1 Ii.L.A.It .. , Aranya-kanda, 0.2, p.296. -- . .. 
2 

IdEHl'li, D.2, p. 296. - . 
.3 .!2!!~,' Ch.l, P .. 297. 
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4 - -of the "wi.fel,. duty" of a wom.an. Anasuyaj who gives the 

instruction to her gu.est" goes as l'ar as saying that "woman 

is inherently impure f 'but if she serve her husband fal thtully. 

she wjLns to highest b11s$".$' Eetore moving on t;o the next 
- ... ep:lsocle,. :rulsi Das extolls 'the Ml'lts ot pra7er"au.sterity 

a:n,d the pertoPmal'lce Qf d.uty", but .,bove all, those of devotion 

to Hinaa. 6 

A~ll this 1s llew. It ie essentiall,. toeused on bhaktl. 

Even t;he passage on wifely €lluties culminates in bha,kti: 
... -Hearkefl'l S:1.ta; women will be t·althful 'iiriv·es it they meditate 

apon 'your name, forasma 1$ dear to yc~u as your own lit'e".? 

On thelothep hand, 'ruler Das ha:s 1eft otttt the op'E1ning section 
- ... or thel Sanskrit :asmslana. Which dealt mainly with the duties 

• 
of thel king. particularly that of preteeti:n;g his SUbjects.8 

!here .follows the episode of the slaying of the demon 

V1radba, which 1$ related. by both poet,s.. However. Vi'lm1k1 t.s 

length,. n8prative has shrunk to til mere tuee lines in the - .. Rames!"! tmanas. One !'EH!!SOn t'or tlrls is that thed1ffleulties 

of slaying that m1ghtydel'.l1on ha'l'e.\)een overlooked by fulsl 

Dis, who merely ssys that "Raghub1r slew him as he came". 9 

Anothe:r- signi.ficant alteratien 1s to be seen in th~ reason 

why the demon was delivered: USeeing him sorrowing. he (Rams) 



10 sent him. to his awn abode"'. In the Valmikl«n v81"siolh the 

demon W9$ aaveo. not 1&ecause ·Qf B'$mats mercy. 'but 'Because of 

the ~ualizat10'n ot a prophecy of KuveP.s. with Whose etllf'Se 

he had. been inflicted.11 

- - -~~\lls1 Des introduces anotneJ!" episode whelle Rems aees, 

all h1~!way to sea Sut.ksll8" a he14p of bones. He asks the 
• 

s.ges whose 'bones they are. !fh$ sages replt~; "Well 'You 

know 1~he anSWer, you ,areomniscient tt • Being the bones of 

of thEI sages the demons had devoul'9d j Rima declares ''''Ishall 

12 -rid the earth of demonsu • ' This erlCC)UnteX* with Stttlksne 
• 

*" .' gi ves Tulsl Da$ another occasion to. sl;ress the theme o.t 

raptul·o'US love, and. !lltpGduee a lengti.}.¥ songer praise.13 In 

the VSIlmik1an p8:t"011a1. passage" snt!kssn8 had haileQ Rama as 
4. 

.32 

ing. ~'hieh aSms va nted to avoid, has not beea retained 'by *fuls! 

Dis. Likewise" the passage where Sftir 1$ said to seen an evil 
... 

showil1tg itself in Bams. 11.a.ely v1Qlen(l~e against the demon$,. 

ls (Hiltefully om! "tted '0'1 ~ul$r Dis. 

The v1s1 t to Agsstry_ has also been modified by Tuls{ DS's. 

In the' SanskPit l!,imi'1!l]a, the sege is shown supplying Ita_ 
With t:he means to kill the demons: a blOW" twofluivers_ start. 
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.... - -and a levord. In the Ramearltma.nas, Rama asks Agsstys: "Advise 

me now. Lord" how I may 818'1 the hermi't f· $ toe s tf.. But the sage 

cannot help him for Rama is the omn.iscient Absolute: "Lord. 

what makes you ask for my ad:viee,tt ~'len he explains that b7 

these 'words "you always magnify youl*servants. and that Is why. 

Rsgharis!,. 1'0'& have asked :me this 4lUest1Gl:l".14 And he sings 

the Lori * S gPestne88" in lQvl.ng terms 'with tlleological impl.l

cations not to De ;touM in the Sanskrit Himitana. Later • 
• 

omniscience. will be onee l'flOh attributed to Bama "1 anotheza 

IS devotee. Savar1: "You ask me though you know allft'. . 

The abode at Pancav'oi''!;l gives Jfuls! Dis It chanee to in

troduce another important doctri.nal e~osl;, on the distinction 

between the 'good t and th6 'bad I' miys. p:eOmptf,Hi by taksmana' s 
• 

lluest1on: 

Tell me _ Lord. the whole d1stinotion setween God and 
the sou" and instruct me·" that! may be devoted to your 
teet and treed i"Pom all !U'l"ro"W and ignorance and error.16 

_I. 
The story of' the pu.nishment 'of Rivana '1 Jill sister" the . . 

desiro:us S~rpanakhi.. .nd the Qvert~ow of her avenging b:r-others 
• 

Khara and Dusana with their armies of demons is shortened. in 
• • 

'luls! Dis J 'fe1"s10n" al.though not otllerwis8 a1 tapsd except on 

one po,int: 

Wb~en the Lord a.aTN that the gods and sages were afraid,. 
the maater of i.llua:ion devised a mel'r'1 apeetiHi:lle. The 
erutmy saw each his tl!'ied. •• Rima, ed, joining battle with 
on~ another f! they f~:),tlght and die4~ 17 



..... 
J[,:1kewise _ the attempt by Maries, under the d.isguise ot 8 

deer, to ellt1ee Bama and hie brother away from 8fti'. the kid

nap ojr SIts by HaV8~a" as well as the search by aama that 
• 

golloliad" are considerably shortened and given somewhat 

ditfsl:-ent OV6l?'tones by. the following details. 

]3etora the kidnap II Sits entered lnto the .fire. leaving a 

mere ~t.mage exposed to the demon t s malicious in.tent. When Srfi 

asked a9'ma to slay the 0..$%1 and bring hel?' its hide, aRaghupat1 

under:lltood why this was done. and gladly .rose to fulfill the 

PUl'pOSIf) of the god$ 11 • 

heroesi. For inst&n,ce." as ~i'ti 1s bei:ngc*lrrlea .way 1)7 Rivena. 
• , . 

she slI:ela1ms ; flAb.,. Laksunf it ltllU3 no fault of Jours (that he 
• • 

her al.onel) I was angry and have reaped the fruit of wrath" illS 

Previously. we had b&en 1nto:rmedthat Lakemana had acted .. . 

against his bl*0th.$r t s 'Word nunder Hsr-:1 t s·intltlencew•19 Like ... 

Wise _ upon learning that Laksmana had lett ·sIt&' alolle, RSma 
• • 

. ., -. 
repI"Oaehes him, but Vf!ir!ry mildl1" eomparoed with Vslm1ki l s version. 

No such diseulpatlon is fcmnd in the Sanskrit pSJ:Jallel passages. 

~lb.$ expression of .iima* $ grie:tanil!. w8th 1s given much 

less 11tnpQr1;anee 1i1Iith ~ulsr D6:s# wae lnislsts that Rims" W5SlIc't

lng !!...!! he had been a miUl. He WaS fill!1retched and distress~,d 

like any ordinary l1lO~tal'*. He Ibo knows no unsatisfied. desire, 
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, 

V61!"f .J,oy. 1.'1'0111 everlasting, fndestl'uet1ble t w8sscting like 

a mortal man ft. 20 

Jay-at'l, king of the vultures, does not repeat the repPo8ch 

Vilmlki had him addpsss to J:liv,sna concerning the seriousness 
• 

tor Ita king .fixed in his dutylT to look up,on the w:tfe of another 

and insult her. 21 On the other hand, Tulsr Dss shows Ravena 
• 

weaker in front of Jay.tu j for he J'ley 1n a swoen for the space 

O.t halt an hour"" 22 When Ravana tinally dereed the vulture, 
" 

Tulal Das adds the note that "the aiz=d tell to the ,ground with 

his thoughts on Rama's wondrous actsn.!3 And when. later, he 

looked, on the wondrous heauty ot RamaDs faee, he felt no more 

paint,.24 It is interesting to see how in "'ulsi DaB' version" 

more 1Ulportanee 1s giv011 to the vulturets praise fOJ" Rama,2.$ 

whereas in Vilm:1ki f s it w,as the other way around. 26 

'lhe encQunte.r with Kabandhs, lhom. Rams f·overthrew", is 

much less dWelt upon than in the Sanskrit Ramayane. Wl'len 
'~ . 

fulsi Des assumes a sto:ry to be well knoW11l, he makes a mere 

mentio,n of it: "Everybody knows his sto17. and so I have tol" 

it in br1e.f'tt. 21 However. Rima gives Si stron.g piece of advice 
... ... 28 

to his: victim. without 1ntoI:'ming us, ss Valmikl does; what 



his offence wast 

I Ideel~u'e to you that I am. not ple,ased with those who 
injure Brahmans. He who in thou.ght and word and deed 
dOles sincere service tQ those gods on earth may command 
mYlsslf and Brahms and Sivi' and. all 'the other deities .. 

36 

A Brahman 1e to be reverenced even though he e'Cll"SS and 
DEuat you and use harsh w:> rae - ... so sal the saints. A 
Br,ehmsn must be ~vered though he 'be devoid of goodness 
or virt:ue~ but sa S'tldra nevar. however virtuous and learned.29 

In spite of the above rigiti distinction. 'between Brahmans 

and audras, the meeting with the Saver! (a 'Woman of a savage 
'" Sa1Tsl"S tribe') gi 1Tes 'fuls! Dis another 19008$10n to add a doctrinal 

expos1'f~ion of faith, which is above caste, :ramily" religion, 

high degree, wealth, power, connexions, viptue and aecQm.plish

ments ll ..... and the nine praetlees sf faith. Neting that Rama 

"gran:tlad liberation to a woman like that, of such low caste 

and al'toged;;hs1" born in sinH, he adds this emortationt 9$Do 

you eXlpee't peace if you pay no heed to such a Lord? ".30 
On his liUl!1' to Lake Fampa, Rama is heard gt ving another 

doetrin$l instIl'uction not to ~e found in Valmfldts version: 

Br1other. there are three anaemias 1Gt irresistible might 
--<lust, wrath and greed. 'rhese overthrow in the twink'" 
ling of an ey$ the souls otsages 'that are the homes ot 
wiisdom. The power ot' greed 11es in desire and. p:ride, of 
lUist in 'Woman on111 the power ot wrath lies in harsh 
w) lrds". 31 

Alga1n,~lva, who so far has been. the rUiI:Prator ot mast of 

this s'tQPy makes the tollowing observs'tion to his en:rsptu::red 

wife Ulna: 

o u:m.a, Rama tl'an$cends. the elements of nature; he is Lord 
of all creation and reads the secrets of all hearts. Thus 
di~a he lay bare the wretched state of the lustful and 
oem.firm tht:l detachment ot the steadfast. Wrath, lust, 

29 , B.L.A.H., Aranya-kanda, C.31 ... 0.32, p. 3170 
30 6 IdeliJ1, D.3 I p. 319. 
31- .... 

Idellft) 1).38, p. 320. 
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greed. pride and delusion are all exterminated by the mercy 
ot' Rima; that man is not deceived by this state-trickery 
tOI whom. the greet illusionist grants his gl!'see.I decla:rJ>e 
to' you, Umi" my eonelusion~ the worship ot Hari is reality" 
tbe who.le 'World is but 8 dream.". 32 

The book ends with another section that has no p.lIu"sllel 

In the Sanskrtt Ramalana. While he was resting, a.f'ter his bath 
• 

in Lake Pampa, the f~l Mara'de apPPGsehe s Rima and asks him why 

Rima had not allowed him. to wed# in spite of his wish.. Rima 

obliges his ltservantn (such an appellation would hs:pdly be 

found in Valmlki l sversion) by eJrplaining at length that woman 

1$ "illusion incarnate ••• the root ot all evil, a torment and 

the source of every woe" .33 Then he enumerates the special 

chartHrteristies of the saInts, to which be adds 8 laudatory 

comment which ends thus:: "Abandon lust and pride, worship Rama 

and eV1sr seek: the f'ellGwship or the saints". 34 

& & 

- -r·t is interesting to see how Talsi ria::; presents the - ... episodes related in this book, where a~llcord.ing to Valmiki 

Rima ilB duped by HaVanaI!' who steals away Sfts '" 
'. 

1. Valmrkl f s account implied that.Rama was weak. 
- ... 'luls! Das ineistson his might:J showing him killing 

the a.el1tion uas he came". that Is, w:U;hGut difficulty. 

2" Vilmlkl t s account implied that Rams's knowledge was 

limited .• 



Tulsl Dis counters by atfiPnting his omniscience .. 
... 

Rams k:nows why his wife is kidnapped. 

3,. Vilmiki t s account showed aama in desperation. 

In Tulsl Dis' narrative .. Sits spa:res her d1 vine 

hus~and both zoaal sorrow and humiliation byehsngin.g har body 

into a mere Alrage. 

4. Vilmlkl presents Rama as a hero proteetoxa, who inspires 

T~lsr Dis presents him as a divine saviCH;tr .. who inspires 

davotl1on. Evea the demons who are sls:ln by him oliJtain 

sal vat:lon trom him, 



Tulsl D8s begins this new section. l-:here :Rama fa alliance 

with the monkeys is described .. with praises for- Rama and 

" Lak,malJs , for Rama's d.evotees, for Kesi' (where RSma and his 

brothe:rdwell) and for Siva .• 1 

Ina description of' Spring, the open.ingsectionof the 
....... 

Sanskrit Ramaysna", which laona of the most poetleal, is entire-
1 

1., i.gnored "by Tulsl Dis. An explanation of this omission might 

be that the aim of this SanskrIt section was to show Ramal's 
, ........ 

excess!.!!. attachment to Site, for which Laksmana reproaches 
• l' 

him.
2 

Sueh weaknesses 8:" nCit . EuulIily found in the Ramcari t-

-manas, as we have al:Niady seen. 

when the monkey Banamin Ncognized the Lord, he clasped 

his telrat and trembled with emotion. Such expressions or loving 

devotion are not found in the Ramayana pal"sllel passages. 3 
• 

In his enthusiasm, Rams decls~s that Ranuman is twice as Clear 

to him as Laksman tot" "that S61'Vsnt is dear t,o me who looks • • 
fl 4 -to nODle other tor salvation. Atter Dhareta" Hanuman is the 

second great devotee presented 'by If tala! Dis. He will playa 

ma jo1" role in the remaining part of the nSl"l"st·i VEl • 

~b.e same emotiollalstrain,t cha:raetaristie of fulsl Dis, 



ls found in Stlgz-lva t s encounter with Rama." Whereas in 

Valmikt's version it 1s Sugriva (Bali l s brother) who takes the 

initiative of asking Rama tor help.6 in Tulsi Disl,Rima 

offeI"s his help with an instruction ·on. true l'riandship.7 A 

mera allusion is made to Dundtfbhits bODes: "fie (Sugrfva) 

sl1.owed him (Rama) Dundubhi t s bones"'.t 8 whlchsuggests onee 

more that Tulsl Dis assumes that e'pisode is already known 

because it is related at length by vilm1ki. 9 Seaing Rama 

hurling Dundubhi' s bones sway, Sugriv8 imm.ediately abandons 

all tor Rama; elaim:i.l'lg :Sall his greatest friend foro it is by 

his fevcH .. 1I"S that he met Rams .10 He makes an ttaseetic vow" to 

- 11 Rams. promising to leave all to wo:r:-sh1p him day sad night. 

Ho such expression of. spontanEUHU5 confidence in Rama, let 

alone the ascetic 'fow. is mentionned 9"1 valmi'ki.12 

--.... ... .. 
Tuls1 Daa avoids repeating Stlgri va t s a tit"110 ni til on to Rams, 

after the first ehallernge to tight h~s mighty. brother, for 

failing to protect him. 1) Rama does" howeve·r, $1 va tha same 

excuse fGl" failing to do.so. namel:y his inability to distinguish 

'between the two bl"otheros. Tuler Dis adds a detail to reinforee 

llamals imega: nHe passed his hand over Sugrrvs·s 'body and it 
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became hard as a thunder-bolt and be felt no more pa1n-.14 

Atter Eama had felled Bali with his bow during the seeond 

figh.t, the .latter ad-dresses reproaches in oath stories, blJt 

Tuls:t Dis shortens them. eonsiderably. He adds, however" that 

when Bill saw Rama betore himgfthe sat up ••• gazed at him 

EUlPnestly ••• lald. his heart at his teet" So glad he had been 

born tanow that he recognized him as his Lordff •
15 

- - -Likewi.se. Tule! Das shortens Rams I IS apologet:1ee:xplana-

tion to his adversary.. Accordin.g to the ~amearitmanas, when 

Rima ssw hI! asking :forgiveness .. he wanted. to pestore him 

to health .. but B811 asked rather this 'boon: "May Iaba delvo,ted 

to Rama's teet"". Granting the 'boon. he "wh(!)se. praise the 

scriptures ever hpn as Qlot thus f • <Ii .. sent BI!"'ito his own 

~ 16 - ~ 1 realm.'·. This stands in eontll'sst with the l;,!'ords Valml.k' has 

Rama address to :ai11., wheps devotion to Rims is absent: upu.t 

away grief, beWilderment, eud fear wi~h. whieh thine heart is 

tilled; thou canst net avoid th,. tate, 0 chie.f of ths Monl:eys. 

What Aftgada was to thee ••• he will be to Sugriv$ and myself; 

and myself; tio not doubtltn.17 it-

Likewise, Tuls! Des reports that "fara" moved by his 

!'emonstranee that a dead body is not the lIlnd7ing sOUl~la 
asked R8'ma the boon of pe.1"t'ect falth. 19 It is Rams, and not 

Ranumi'n, as iTalmrki had. it" who first tl'liad to console her.20 

14 H .. L.A.:R., Kisklndha-kanda" 0.8, p. 3a8. 
1$ Id.em, c. 9 $ P: 328. .. • . 
16 Id.;;, 0.10 ... C.ll. p •. 329. 

11 ;:-;:-, Kiskindhi-kinds, p. 214. 
S -, . • ••... 1 . . ....... . H.t.A .R .. , Kiskindha .... kanda. 0.11, p. 329. 
19-- ... . .• 

Idem; p. 330. 
20 R. V ., K1 ~klndha -ka:ooa, pp. 219 -220. 



Then came the dialogue between Rima and 'fira. fiuite different 

from the one reported 97 va!m:l'kl,21 where Rima promises Tira 

supreme happiness and. predicts her son will become heir

apparent to the ki.ngdom.. 

'fuls! Dis then says uRima gave orders to his brother to 

go snd set sugr!va on the throne".22 which is different from 

the lntormatlon Vilmfkl gave us where Rima" aeting on Banuman's 

rEUiuest" instpucts SUgP!'V8 to :name At.i.gada heir .... apparent to the 

kingdom.2J tfulsf' Dis slngs the praises of Rama for having 

m.ade SlugrI.'va king ot the monkeys, and his prs1seends with 

the toll.wing admonition: "Surely those woo knowingly turn 

from SllCh fa LGrd shall be caught in the toils ot eU.s$lster't 0 24 

In both steries, 8 dese.iptien ot the poetic p$iny seasons 

- - -1s givl6ln by Rams, but with I'u!s:!. Das,thedescl"ipt1vE11 compar ... 

isons lear17 doctrinal elements not to 'be found in the Sanskr:t.t 

text. 1"01" eX81lple: u!he watel"s of the rivers flow into the 

SEtS wh~n'lle they rest moveless like a sOIt.11 that has found E.rsri n .2$ 

"Lovely are the ponds when the IGt~ses blossom., like the 1m ... 

person1al Absolute beeome personal"'. 26 

A't this point, Ttlls{ Dis admits that Rama has grown angry 



with 1~he .forgetful Sugrlva: "Now that Sugtarva is enjoying 

soverE~ignty and riches, life ina city and .$ wife, he has 
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. ~ulte forgotten me.. Tomorrow I shall slay the fool with that 

- . 2.7 same 1I1rrOW with which I killed Bali ft .. Commenting on this ~ 
.. 
Siva, the narrator,. adds this apologet:J.c note: "Can he really 

be 'Wl"'c)th, Uma, by whose grace pr:tde alld delusion are dispelled? 

Only 1I1i8S sages are devoted to the teelt of Ftaghubir call eom

ppehe:r:ld these his actsU ,28 Tulsi Dis in.torl1ls his listeners 

that fta:ma was not really serious about. this., sinee he instructs 

hisbx'other merely to threaten uour friend Sugrfva ••• and 9l"'ing 

A.s to the narrati VII ot the mQnkeys t hunt tOl'"' 'Sits in 

obedience to Sugrfva t s eommand" Tuls! Dis follows Valmrki 

,u1te closely, although he omits details and adds others which 

mostly refer to the love tor Rima: uThen they (the monkeys) 

took leave and ••• went ·off l"ejo1e1ng with Ragh~rai in their 

thOUghts .. "a9 And again: ftAlthough the Lord knows all things, 

7et BS protector: of the gQds he observed the rules of royal 

conduct" .. 30 For RaInS knew Htrnumi'n would. tind her. 

Whereas with Vilmfk1 the ascetic ~wayamprabha ll'S -entel'sd. 

her eave atter guiding the monkeya out,,31 with Tuls! Des, 
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-instead of re-enterlng the eave she visited Rams, and the 

Lord gave her the gift ot faith. ~en in obedience to the 

LOl"d'seommand she went to the Bad-sri forest, laying on her 

heart .Rema t s two feet, which Bra.b:ma and S1 va adore u. )2 

When :sili's son liAgaa. com.plains that, slnoe the monkeys 

deserve death for tailing to. return on timet he should. have 
.. -die4 with his father Ii JanibavaD consoles him, in an lmpor:>tant 

passage not :found in Valmlkits narrative: 

Dear Friend., ,deem not llama to eea man; know him to be 
the Absolute, lmpersonal~ invincible, uuborn. How blest 
are 811 we, his servants, ever- devoted to the A'bsoli1te 
mad.e peJ?csonall Of his (>lim will h$d. the Lord eome down 
from heaven to save gods and earth and cows and :Brahmans, 
and those who 'Worship hil'l as perscrnal. abanlil.oning all 
thoughts of' l1be1"$tion, abide iNi th him wherever he may be.. 33 

As liunUlilt the book ends with an exhortation to heQI" or sing 

the story of Rima • .34 0 

& & 

The main thrust Cit this book is to show Rams as the 

Saviour. ilalmlki's eOl"1'esponding book hi$. shown Rama seeking 

~ollabGrators in his search for 3fts. With TtJ.lst Das, Rima's 

first intention is to . make new devotee!.. !{ot only the beloved 

Hanuman but also Bali" w~om he ,had just defe~ted. become his 

votaries. So do SugrI'v8, Tars, SwayampI"'abha. and all the 

332 R.I..A .Ii." Kiskin.dhs-kanda J Cit, 2$, p. 336 .• 3 ----...-.....-. . ,.. ' ... 
IdeHJl Ic C. 26_ P. 336. 

34 Id;;~ D. 30,' P • ..338. 
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mondeys who set out with him. to Pascua siti. 
,~anee Rama knew in his omniseience that he would. find 

sIts, why should he be so abso.rbed. by this p.reoeeupation as 

he is shown to be in theValmikian narret! ve?Instead of 

recruiting an army, he wss really saving his collaoQl"stol'llS 

and all those he met on his way, even his enemas, b7 showing 

them the way ot bhakti. 



EK>OK V: THE SUNDARA-KANDX (Book of the Beautiful) .:. 

The St:Ul<ial"S -kands relates the reconnaissance tl"ip of •• 
Ha numsa to LaAke, from where he brings news of arts," and the 

departure of Rama and his SFmY tOI" LsAka. 

SectioU: Ranumin I'S Mission te Laake 

T'l:tls! Dis insists on the fact that em his way to Lst1ki" 

Hanumi'n had'·his thoughts fixed unceasingly on Raghub!r"r.1 

11e of't~9n reminds his listener of' the importance of following 

Ram.s f's will in all things. T,b:us _ whereas Su:t"ssa, the Mother 

of Se~~ents, lets Rima go with this eXhortation, in the Sans

k:-it !!Bmsiansl "Now,," restore 8ftl to the magnanimous Raghava".2 
l' 

in the Rimcaritminas it 'beeolllEHsr "You ldll pe:fform. all Rimats 

eharge1t .,3 

- . -The narrative of Hanuma.nfs trip tC) Lanka a.1Qug with the 

descriptIon of the demons' sumptuous eltl Is f(uickly passEtd 

ove~1 l:l.ttt the poet gives a somewhat obscure justif'ioation 

top thel opevlty ot his account.4 

3E1I"e1'a1 details suggest the importance of bhaktl. Having 

... -been o1l'erthrown by Iianuman, the temale demon Lankin! asks to 

1.. . . ... 10. H.L.A.R., Bundara-kanda, S •. 1, PI" .3391
;; 

2 -. .. '.' . 
R. '"if .. , .sundtu,;a -kanda, p ... 336 ... (' 

3 - , fI~ .. .', H.L.A.R., Sandara-kanda, D.2, p. 340. 
........ .• '. 

4 ' 4 tt - ... Idem, Ch. l.,p. 31. Tulsa! Das has described them thus in 
brief because they will assuredly find salvation when theY' 
absnG.0n their bodies at the holy shrine of Raghub!r'sl!tf'l*O'Ws." 
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Ctenter the ei ty and do all you have to do I' dwellIng in your 

heart of the king of the ci t,y ot Kosala". 5 The atmosphere of 

devotion is heightened by Vibhfsan's waking wordsl "aema, Rama",6 

as well as by his words of welcome to I{anuman {who had taken 

the form of a arahman)7 and also by their common contem.plation 

and praise of Rima. 

Agai,n, Tulsr Das embellishes his heroes. Practically all 

the difficulties surmounted by Hanuman to locate SIts are ignored. 

Much at Valm!k1 J s insistence on Sita's gr1et is also 19nored.8 

And the episode showing Ravana begging Sit$' towed him under ... 
• 

goes a eonslc!iepable change unEler Tala!' Das t pen. Instead. of 

asking 8ft; to marry him, he ltle:vely aslts her to lock but onoe 

9 on him. 

On the othel!" hand, it ls surprising to see that it is 

Valmlki who ins1stson the sanng devotIon Gt Bims when it 

Ilomes ,to S1ti' a will to hang heI"self ,110 whereas !luIs! Des has 

8rti s,ak Ifrljati (the damoness devotee to Rama) to preps:ve 

a fire ~ which ahe 1'efuses te do on aocount of laek of fire .11 

Again, the c"Irf of despair uttered by Srt,: "Alas, my Lord has 

,u1 ta ,to:vgott.en lru:t$;*,12 is not to be found in the Sanskrit 

pp. .344 -345 • 



Rimi,.e~. 81 though the latter sh.ows sn~i' flue stloning Hanuman 

on Ramie' IS attitude t-owards her.1) 
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IiO the Ramesl":ttman-as, Hanuman calls 8fti "Mother,,14 and 

ahe calls him "Hyson" .15 

'fhe monkeys i praise of Rima 1n fr,ont of Rivsoa16 is 
• 

much more laudatory, in !'ulsl Dis' narrative than in Vilmtk1's.11 
.... 18 His ex1t1o;r~atlon to worship Rama ' tincis De parallel in the 

~ 
Sanskrit ~ersion, where Ranuman tel1$ Nama not to ·commit acts 

prohibited by the law of pighteousness which lead to ruin".19 

O~ddl1 enough, the attitude of contempt towards ltanumift 

is empbasized more in the RiD)CIP1tminal[. Fo:' exam.ple: "A 

wise glllru have I found in a mender", exclaim.s Bevana seorn-
• 

.tUlly.4i20 The monkey is to have E1ive17 I~OIle of his body '&roken;21 

people kicked him and laughed at him w:L th loud guffaws. 22 On 

the otltlel" hand, some of Hanuman's limi'tat1ons whlQh appear in 

Vilmlkl' s narrat1 va" tor instance his, :tear of' having 'burnt 

r • 23 • , -S 'ta, . Ido not appear in Tulsl. DaIS' vers:lon. 

13, -" R. V "J Sundax-s -ka naa J Ii>" 420. 14 -- " •• 
, B.L.A.R •• Sandara-kands, C. 16. p •. 346. 15 -___ , •• 

Idem, O. 11, p. 31i.7. 
16 --
~" c. il, p. 348. 

17 Ii .. V .. J Sundars-onda, p •. 451. 
8 ---- ••• 

1 H.L .. ,A.B'., SUl'l<iaFs"'kinds, p. D. 22- lD. 2), p. 349. 
19 ~-, . ,,'" , "" Ii. V II J Sunders "'k~I!uia, p. 457. 
20-, , •• - , 

R.I •• A.R., Sundara-kanda, G. 24.1 p •.. 349.· 
21 ---:- " •• 

Idem, p. 350", ' , 
22-- " " 

.!!!.~J C. 2$, p • 3~O • 
23 !.:.!.:., St1:odara -kanda, pp. 461-469. . " 
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Efsnum.sn's :rapturous EHiol"aidon ef Rama, as described by 

Tulsl Des. is not to be found. in Vilmrkits RSmiyana.24 Like
; 

wise $ the monkey stti1butes his toree to Bama $ asks l"...im. for 

sal vat,ion and tai th" to which Rima is repo:rted to have saich 

"So be :ittl.25 1'0 this, Tuls! Dis adds a comment put in Siva's 

mouth: 

He. Ums, who understands Ramst.$ nature 119 content with 
nothing but his WOl"8lrlp, and he whose heart has been 
touched by this conversation has attained to faith in 
Raghupati's feet. 26 

It is not easy to see Why flanuman tag! vensuch a prom! .... 

nent I"ll;')le. An any rate, Tulsr D;8 displays towards him much 
.", 

the sallUs. attitude as he does tOW81"Q.S Siva. In both eases the 

apprO!Hlh is syncretistic. 
... .. 

Tuls1 Das does not want to exclude 

or opplDseother devotions but to assimilate them with the 

devotl~Dn par excel1ellee to Rama. Thosle: many Hindus who worship 

Hanuman as the Great Hero (Mahavlra) EUld who erect shFines in -
his hOllour are thus ineit,d to imitate the great monkey devotee, 

who pui~ all his love and faith in Rams <. 

Section II: :Rima '~HJts OQt to meet Havana .. 
• 

'f116 remaining part 'of this tUlU!'ratlve eorresponds to the - ... 
openinE~ part o£ Book VI in the Sanskrit Ramstana .. 

a 

R!utUll leads the mtu'ch. and· whereas Valmlki luu! shown how 

Srtioc~eup1ed: a place in·Rama 1s hea:rt" tfuls! Dis shows how 



-eentJl'sll a place Rama occupied in the J:~1ctupe and in everybody's 

heart. 21 

ljJribhlsen reminds Ravana. his brother. that Ulust, anger, 
• • 

pride and greed ••• are all roads that lead to hell",,26 He 

e:n.treats hilfJ. to "give them up and wOl~$hip Raghub!r. whom the 

saints worshipR" 29 This ins1stan ee, along with the long des

cription by Vlbh!san of it.mats ~ualities30 are not to be 
• 

found in Vilmfki t s version. 

Tuls! Dis misss.s ne oeea.sion to d.%>aw ·d.idactic conclusions 

tpom the events he relates. For example.. having shown how 

ViDhusan refused to return Ravans·oS kl$kS. the narrator (Siva) 
• • 

draws the following lessont RUms, herein llesthe greatness 

of a saint that he does good to one who does him 111 tt. 31 

!he moving encounter of Rama and his loving devotee .. 

the demon Vihhrsan,. -by nature addicted to sin". :lsdwelt 
• 

upon at length. It 1.$ atte1" having been spuroned by Ravana 
• 

that Vibhlsan went to Rama. fhe latter tells his reluctant .. 
entou:p;age: "ThOSE! who spurn a sappliant because they think 

27 ~!, c. 3$, pp. 354-355. 
2B Idem, D. 38, p. 356. 
29-

Idem. 
)0 U;;. c. 39 - o. 40, pp'~ 356-357. 
31 Ide't!, c~ 41, p. 3$7. 



51 

he may do them Inju.l'Ysre vile and sinful'! "How tenderly 

the .ale ssed Lord lov$shls su.ppl.1ant. ,. thought Hanuman-.32 And 

Ramaadd$:- "Only a man of pure heartes.n flnd mel". -II' As soon as 

any creature enters my presence, the sins of ten million lives 

are ~lotted out".)) Vibhlsan asks Rama for faith in his person» 
• 

to whieh RamI answers: "So be it! Although, my friend" you d.o 

not desire reward, yet the vision of myself is effectual 

throughout the world lf • .34 With these words Rams marked his 

forehead with the mark ot loyalty.34 
....... 

In the Sanskrit Ramay-ana, the spies,. who had been made 
;; 

capt! vie uppn Vibisana' s denunclatieD, sing Rama t s praise only 
• 

on their release.3> In the Ram.eari tmanas, R8'vana t s sp::i.es 
....... .'. 

immediately applauded aims ·'s perfections and love upon s$eing 

him" 81!ld in their enthus:i.asm torgot to disguise themselves .. 

Spared by Laksm81il. they 1"etuPIl to L813k:;i. singing Rama 1 s 
• 36 prais-e. 

The chapter finishes with an exhortation to listen with 
, . 

reVerelQCe to the song of RaghunaY8k t s virtues .17 

& &: & & 



... -
H~are again, fulsi Das gives I new significance toaD. 

impo1'1Hln.t episode of the RiuI8IJ,! stoPY. Va1.mlkl t s, mil! tary 

!nvasiun has become a spiritual. imrv8s1'llIn. 'We have seen how 

:aima had been shown saving repentent sinners" such as Ball. 

Here hie is shown cGnsldering ne one as his natural. enemy, 

m:nch tlO the surprise of his othe:r davo'tees. EVen the dem.on 

Vibh1:uan, by nature addicted to sin., l:s admitted to the fold .. 
of hi IS dearest votaries. 



BOOK VI:. 

... , 
'l'he opening paragraphs are dedieated to Rams and Slva. 

The order (9Y JaIflbavan) to proceed with the ~ul1ding of the 

bridge is aecompaniedwltb. eXhortations to think of Rima.1 

When. flama sees the bl"idge. he promises to establish there 

worship tC!)~l1Ta. Redoes so immediately" by setting "an 

emblem ot Siva'ilf, and proelaiming that "thoe. who make pil

g%"lmag~1 to Ramsevera shall enter myre,almtJ • 
2 Upon returning 

to AyodhJTs with his wite, R8'ma will show her the bridge and 

" point ji)ut the image lOt Slva, and beth 1i1T!11 do ooei$sance to 

Him.3 

Attar repoP'ting that the stones floated. by the power of 

the LoJ~d Regilt'Dip, 'rule! Das gives anezhortation to f.ollow 

Rama: "mat senseless fools are they who turn htom Rima to 

worship any other Lor4u •4 

tilth Tulsl D8S, the atm&sphere g·f the building of the 

Bridge episode 'becomes one et. devotion and gaiety. When Rama 

was on the ramp ot the bridge. '''all the creatures ot the deep 

came fc)rth in multitudes te see the Lord, the source '?t m.ercy"t.$ 

WheX'ess Rema had been $hown., in the Sanskrit Remayana, to 

1 B:.t .J~ .R .. , Latika -ksn<,ls., c. ·1, p.. 361. 
'" . c. 2 - c. 3, p •. 367. 

D. 11911._ 

D. 3, p. 

o. 4 .. p. 

p. 429 ... 
368. 
368. 

53 

.. 
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..... ' 
have seen portents on this occasion .• with 1'uls1 Des he is shown 

C!ui te c~h.ee:tt.ful: nAnd the two brothers (Bama and Laksmana) .. .. 
6 laughe<i aathe,. watched the spectacle I(of the crossing) tt • 

1'l1e Weakl'leSS of Rivana 1$ more emphasized inthe Bamcarit ... .. 
minas ~Ul against the might o£ Rima. 'l'his tendency is brought 

out. t()l' example II my the words crt Mandodarf, his wife f who 

says:' rtfhe di.f'f'erencebetween yourself and Rsghtlpsti is of a 

tl"uth iihe diffel?enae between a firefly snd the aunt! .. 1 She 

pleads with him. to give up a fight aga:iLnst liama. that Lord ot 

all, oj~ whom she gives a long da.sc.rlPtjLon. 8 She $ven exhorts 

Rivana 
• 

anSW$r~1 he is superiol'" to Death" God.s. demons and men. But 

this 1::1 termed "arrogance ••• due to the influence at tate ff .• 
10 

Likew1::f6, the episode of Dama hitting Bevana ' IS u7!fbrella and .. 
ruinin.g his festivities is na,U *"No OnE! could solve tbe 

my.ste:r;oy".ll 

lIll general, Tulsl l:)as lays more emphasis on Ri.,elul f s 
. . 

- - ,-pride t,han did Valm:Ud. ,I Wh0 insisted em !iavan .• ·8 Eassion 
• 

for SIt,i. 

6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
11 

Oll'J~ 'being sen.t to LaAka a& an envoy ~ the monk.} Al.\gad 

Idem" -
Idem, -
Idem, 

Idem, -
Idem., -Idem, -

C. 
C. 
c. 
D. 
c. 
D. 

$, p. 368. 

6, P. 369. 
14 - o. 1$, pp. 372-273. 
6, P. 36,_ 
8, p~ 310", . 
131, p, 372, 



reverence to :aims befON leaving_ After giving Rivena .. 
lUJSlU!"SllCe that B8'ttlS will. grant him his pSJ:>don, he warns the 

resist:i.ng demon that h.is a4vsrsaf'Y is no timers man t •• 12 The 

degpee of mutual sl"':!'ogance between RivlSlna and Aigad is not to 
• 

be found in the Sanskrit aamazana. • 
-Ravana shows even more .. 

eontem]:>t tor Rams: "Every night and day the demQns eat number ... 

less mu:tn like him (Rama) on whose strength you (Angadl boast 

suehpl~oud reliance. ft13 

- .-Silt AAgad iashowl'l in the Rameari'cmanaa to be m.ore power-

f·ul. He. tells Ravena It after shaking h..1m. to the 1'1oor and 'break-
• 

ing h1~~ crown, that he could kill him it Ri1Tl8 allowed it. None 

of Rivsna' S w8Pl"iors can make Ailgsd IUG'tre his foot" t':~:n<i they . ' 

sat dOlilnagsln bowing their heads in shame$f.14 fhisep!sode 

prompt~~ Buls! Dss t,Q sing his p.raise t(> Rams: 

HOliiean one enjoy peace of mind If one strives with Rima J 

sotll of the wO£ld and lord of lite' At the play of :aims t s 
eyabrows~ 0 iJma~ the universe eomes into being and is 
again.1Bsolved ..... Hew thenean bts envoy' $ challenge 
ta1l1? 1.$ 

. .... 
Aj~tep the success of Ib\gad l s cb.aljlenga" Ravana 1 s wite 

. . 
pleadsagsin with her husband~ ttMy lord, deem not Raglrupati 

to be a mere king 'but know him to be L()l~d of cl'eation, peer

less in might.tt16 

- -':ftllsi Das insists mueh more upon the tact that in battle 

26 41 p • .318. 
31b~ P. ,381. 
33b, p. 382. 
lS, pp. ,382-)83. 
36.,p. 383, 
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monkeys and sears were victoriQus and sang the praises ot Rama. 

There 1s_ however. a passage d..voted to the momentary set\)!~ck 

of :aima's army, But ~lva.l! the narrator, hurriedly adds that 

"they were go.ing to win the d,sy in the enatt •
17 He shows Aigad 

and Rsnuman joining foX"ces to devastate Ravenals palace and ., 

smashing the d.emon~s heads in front of Itavans tor not wanting 
• 

to worship Rima. 
.... 

The,. hUlrl the greateomroanders of Franks to 

Rama it !who t'bestowed upon them final libepstion"' II. such was his 

mepcy.; for he mew these demons "'had him :tn mind, though it 

be in is spirit of emmlty" .18 

Rlama 1s th.e 0:1spe1191' par excellence of the aa:versaryts 

power l(')f illusion. One night,,, with Attlgad and Hanumi'n absent. 

the mOlO-keys and demons tIght. Wile "warriors on either side 

wouldllHimit defeat". After some time, the monkeys are de ... 

Ii Vel'fHi by Ramsot the demons' 111usoPy darkness. Attgad sno. 

Hanuman are sent by. Rama to help them, and they win the battle 

19 -easily from there <.In. t,rh.$ monkeys return to Rama and. all at 

onee tC:>l?get their waspiness. The next morning, another battle 

takes pla ce. undel? Meghan.~da or Indrij:l ta $ 8l'lQ. this time the 

monkey~~ are cut to pieces. but "gave no ground" and beat them 

back wl th roeks. !Phs Meghanida him.selj~ puts monkeys to. flight 
... 

or strjlkes them dow. Be tries his magic power on Rama, but, 

17 
~$ c. 43., p. 386. 

18 
;rde!1~, G. 45, p. 387.· . 

19 IdeIlil, c. 47, p. 388. --
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smiling~ the latter uclef't liun:U.1aer ths, whole illusion with a 

single arrow"l1 a~ episode not related by Valmi'ki. Likewise, 

VilmIki does not speak .80 n3.t:ich as Tulst Dis In4rlj:tta t s magic 

or illusive power. 20 

Then the monkeys,. Laksmal1 an.d A1\gad attack. talesman fights 
• • • 0 

with Maghanada. As the demon was pzosetl.sing gtdle .nd trick

erry contrary to the 18 'We ot ohivalry, he wins,. kno'cking Laks-
• 

mana unconscious. 
'" 

... 
They try to 11ft him but fthow eould Sess ~ 

• .... 
Ahnuman. who had gOlne to get 

... '. thanks to a prayer to Rams. Bharat. Bama cries over his bpother, 

but again Tuls! Dis justifies such apparent weakness by saying 

that R.ama "grieved with many a lament be who delivers all 

from. glt:'ie rtt • 
Upon being awakened by his brother R.ivanaj the demon .. 

Kullbhalitsrna blames Ravana sad exhorts him to worship Rama I' . . . 

vb.ioh jls an add! tion by !ruls! Dis. L1kewis.E:l. he has words ot 

praise tor his brother V1b1rl!'~an who has become Rs.ghupati's 

votarYu21 

MElghanids stl"ike:$ ag.a:i:n, tising his magic POW$P against 

Rama • "Thearrow.s he shot ·I)ecame serpente $.S the,. struck him'". 

So that; he was entangled 1n the se~ents' eo~l$. ftha the free, 

the ev€~plasting, one and tm.rnu'ta.ule n • 22 Agatn. fulsr Dis shows 

20 I de!l:l, 
21 Ide!!!, 
22-

Ideutl, --

**l • 

c. 49 ... c. S.l" ,p. 38'-.391. 
c. 64 - c. 65, p. 396. 
c. 73, p. 1 .. 00. 
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shows the same tendency to justify or explain Rama's weakness: 

"It was to enhance the glory of the battle that the Lord let 

himself be bound by the serpents! eolls'lf. Coming to aSma's 

help, ,Jamoavan overcomes 11eghsl'lsd.a and hurls him into Lat\ka. 

Tb.en he sends Rarur to Rams, and the king of birds ftseized 
• 

an.d. sW'lsllowed the whole SW8l'm.ot magic serpent". 23 

lill the Sanskl"1t RamBlSRS, the de:f\~at of Rima or taksmana 
• • • 

is much mOJre insisted upon, as well as the deteat of the lead

ers of' the monkeys. 'rulsr Dis is much less insistent and 

omits ~~plsodes like those Showing R~waldngbY himself an.d 

crying over his brothe~ as well 8.S sits being brought to see 

.Rama UlloonseiollS. 24 Likewise ~ Tulsf Dal! shortens the fight 

betweeu:'1 Indr! 31 ta and RStIls, 2$ adding that when Indrs 31 ts died, 

he abandoned all deception, and crying: "'Where is Laksman? '. .. 
Where 1s Rama?1f so eapil!'ed.26 

In his first combat against .R8v~na, HEms is offered a 
." 

ehar1oi~; he seizes the oaeasion to gi V$ a lessorl on what 

kind of. ahariot the vietor 1:'e811,. needs. iii th the tfeheriot 

ot rigbteou.sness tf one can van,,!uish all foes" says Rima.27 

- - 28 No such mo:pal lesson is to be found in Valmiki's account. 



In thEt heat of the second 'battle, Rima pauses to give his 

opponEimt 8 "lesson of philosophy", as Ri'vana moekingly calls 
• 

it, about three kinds of'men: one talks, the ether talks and 

aets, the third acts only. The 1mplic~ation is that the 

seeonoleatego:t7. which compris'es men 'litho J 1.1ke the m.ango tree, 

bea.I" both fl.ower and t'l"ul t, is the sup~eI"lor ene. 29 

- - Jf 13tama sm! taa Ravena t s eharicrbeel", and he :tell to the 
• 

grc>und:,cPying.' Victory to Rima Itt • 8,0 Rama 1n hIs mercy 

raised. the charioteelW again- • .30 Suell outlaursts ot devotion 

are not to be :fotlud in the Sanskrit Himel-ne. 
a - - -Again, Tulsi Das shows Bama' s powe:tt' against thes:aemyl s 

illusive pows!", Talhieh he de.strays in Ii sportive act. -aams 

suggests the episode of Bama cutting Riva~a' s heads. Which 

kept growing again, as an example ot how ·ve:v,y sportive Is 

the Lor-d of Kosela ft. 31 Another such .sport! va act will be 

g1ventowards the end of the book when Rams showers gems 

and garments on all; "'Very sportive 1s the Lord ot grace 1,,32 

This fflsportivenes,s'lll itlt anobvicullts reference to the Hindu 

doetrilo.e of '/.t111s'" Which emphasizes the freedom and in

dependence of tbe C:reator. 

Blima puts himself in txoont or his devotee V1bh!'san in 
• 

order 1[:;0 protect him beeause he remem.bered that "he had SWorn 

It·. ..--H. L".A .R.. Lati'la -kanda • ......... - .. 30 . Idem, C. 91, p. 411. 
31 --

Idem, c. 92', p. 412. 
32 IdSl1!. C. 113, p. 428. 
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to d,liv19r his suppliantslt .!ad Ravane *s spea.ll struCk him end 
• 

he sW1ooned. i'eighning weakne$s" 0 33 Then Vl'bb!sana aaref! to 
• • 

ehall~!tnge Hivana ftin the pow.rof the Lord Raghlllb1rn .• 34 . . 

ltf$xt Hantaman f)hal1enga8 livaA!! 11 lout t~ monkeys ana 
• 

bears hISIve to co_ to Barnnllents help. R8vana multiplies 
• • 

himsellt and Rima. Sl.miling, slays theM all; thus dispelling 
35 "",' .. .. 

the illusion. V1bh1sana reveals to Rame Where to hit Rs-
•• ... 

".l'l8: In the hollow of his navel. Bivane 1. killed: "Satb. ithu • • • 
and 5J:'ahmi saw i t B .36 

MBndodar! (Bevans f Ii wife) who 1s pz-$sented as II Rima. . . 

but reproaches him tor heed,1ng no advice aJ.ld deuling "'the 

Lord of all creation to be but aortal man" ~ and retusing to 

lIOtt$h1p the "Lo~d of eODlPass!on. wmm Sl", •• ncl BJIIahmi and 

all tb!ll gods adops". She _"uses him .I~f han~g t:raied to 

injm!e othelPS. his boG\'v' Dsing ft. mass or $1ntt, b\lt she adds 

that ~ima now haapantefll FOU .. ph C$ ;11~ h1$ own realm. anti 

him X tl1oJ"Ship., the faultless Abaolnte lt
,t He 11$8 "'bestowed 

on you. the f'insl 11beJl'~t1on that eon templilt1ves hardly Win".)? 

.- - ~ m • Rama and S1 ta' a oompls ints ere r-arely apokenot .7 J;;ulsJ.:. . . 

nis. N'Elverthaless, SIte liUU$lltt\t"God is ever \lQ:t"klng ag!ilnst 

.. 'I. 
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But as she eewailed .R8ma' s absence, sae noticed the 

throll ot her lett 81'S and 8!"m. and the>se 'Were recognized as 

good e'mens. 

'- -Eioth authors rapon tlae episode elt S1 ts f s undergoing the 

ordeal 1»,. tire. However men sf,i' saw' the tire. Tulst Dis 

says Rshe wasglad at heart" and. felt no t earu.39 That Is net 

so in Vilmlld t S aceoant" where the gods protest B8'ma' $ oNel 

d.Eu~1s1,on. 40 Again,. the Nason. Valmfk1 gatre to e~lllin the 

-eriesl by· fir-e, namely to aho1!1 she had been fai thtul to Rams, 

18 aot mentioned b,. Tulsl Das, who claims Rima wanted "to 

make hA9r manifest again". 41!lh1s is a reference to the tact 
.- .... that sinee her tirst ordeal by fire in the fo~st, Sits had 

been blat a shadow. It was therefore not the 1"1981 sits, but 

her sh~idow, Which had been kidnapped by aSvana end resoued. 'by 
• Iii_. And it 1s that shadow ifhieh was !1ow nburnt up in the 

blazing fire!!. 42 Oneeaga1n. lfuls! Dis shows 1rl.s retusal to 

aecept the tull implIcations of .. 1"&81 incarnation. Hence 

- • t r -the nec:ess 1tY' to change Valmild. s verslQn. where the !"Gal S ta 

had. ilealn eaprie4 f:llr:r and was now compelled to undergo the 

ordeal by fire. 
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.... -'lluls! Das shows how the gods, whet had often been adverse 

to RSDta before ~ had become laudatoryCl,fter Rima's victory: 

"The gods came. thinking as always only of themselves, and 

addressed Hima with feigned p1etyJf. !hey now acclaim him 

as the Absolute who underwell.ts.evera.l avataras"whenever the 

gods suffered affl.ieationff •
43 Two long Pl"81'8PSO:f praise by 

- - . ~ Brahma follow; neither- were recorded in Valmikifs narrative. 

H:aving shown Rama asking the king of heaven to rev! va 

the monkeys aud 'beal"s(allepisocie also report. a by Valm1k:t), 

TulsI Das hastens to $2101&1n this appapent dependenee or the 

gods: 

This appeal of the Lord was ve1!y mysteriOUS, and only 
wiles mystics comprehend it.. .!he LON ean sla,. the three 
worlds and bring them to 11te. Hi,s aim. was only to exalt 
this power of Indore. 45 

Al~d;l explalningwhy the demons were net brought to life,. 

'nIsi' lDis points o'Ut that the mankeY'S llilld bears we:ra6 granted 

that b~i)·on for they were already 01' essel1sedi vine" thus not 

subjee1~ to the bonds of bipth and death. 

Since King Da.aratha had not attSlinea to liberation., for

IIhe had devoted himself to 'WGrshipof the s eperate objeet", 

Bi'ma gave him pertect knowledge:: -ThOSEt Who worship the pepsonal~, 

43 !2!..Il!, c.. 109, p. q.2J. 
44 Idea" Ch.. J4 - Ch. 37'# pp. 42.3-426. 4. --
S ldel1!~ c. 111, P. 426. 
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. ....""'- t It t 1 ..II" 46 warns_poe·" ere no reeaS6u.. 

...' ... Except tor a short passag61 showirtg S1 ta worshipping the 

Gange 21 , by whom she is blessed,4 7 the concluding sectlonof 
...... 

Book lrr, proper to Tulsl Das. is a1medt at extolling the 

devot1.on to Rima. 

A,tter Siva and V:1bht'ssn t s prayers, to RimS:f48 the monkeys 
• 

and bears also sing their praises to the Lord. When Rima 

beheld. their roapturous devotioli?, he took Nils .. .laged" !fala /I 

and Hanumin with him. in his :cal!'" along with VihMsan and all 
• 

the ot:b.er mighty monkeycai>tains. 

At the Dews that Rima. who had stopped on the river bank 

of the (hu1gi. wasw1 tbia reaeh. €tuba,. that "utterly low-born 

N1s8U IIf hastened up to hls Lori and t6:11 unconscious .for love io . ' . 

"Behold,ing his menellcus davot1oD.t Baghura1 jo,-ttl.l1y l*sised 

him tit.1'l4ft ela.sped him. t.$ his 'bosom.". 49 

i*he book ends with the eustomary reminder on the efflesey 

of heslr'ing the stoP'Y of Rima land the importsn·ee of 1nvoldng 

his name.SO 

&: 

46 Idem, C. 110. p. 425. 
41 Ide1;, e. 111. pp. 1129-4.30. 
48 'Id;;. Olt. 31·" C •. 112/1 PP. 426-427. 
49 ~;, C. 117, p. 430. 
50 -u.;;, Ch. 37, P. 4.30~ --
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-extoll, devotion to Rama Ii to the point that O'lle almost 10S6S 

sight the ultimate goal of the invas:tolD of Lanka. namely to 

- ~ - ~ ~ deliTeIl' Sits. Instead Tulsi Das shows Rama making new vota!"iea 

on enemy tez:Ti tory • -R$vans's w:1fe and. his brothel" Kumbhakarna, 
• • 

as well as his charioteer acknowledge Rama ·sloll"dship. How ... 

ever, the king o.t Lsnlika entJ'enehes himself in his prolde and 
.... 

Opposes resistanee to Rams" which the latter eanonly break 

by slaying him, although we learn at the e:nd that he is not 

thus ultimately destroyed but granted final liberation. This 

is important beeause so far all those who were reported to 

be saved 0.,. Rams had pl"Ocl.a1me.d thai:e love tor hi..111. In Ra
vana t sease, ifuls1 Dis has gone to the very extreme 

• 
possib11itiesof Ramats salvll:a. power. l'ot only all his . . 

aupplian:ts, be they demons or low'-bom~ can obtain: liberation 

through 'bhakti. but even those Who resist Rama's 10.6 can be 

saved by it. 



• • .. 
After theeustomsry opening homage,to Rima and Sivat 

fulsi' Dis insists on Bharats's state ot anguished expectancy, 

one day before Rima t IS return. Hanuman gives krl.msssuranee 

that Rima is retul"1ling in safety and Bhsreta 1$ overjoyed 

tiC hear that Rima thinks of him as his ss::£tvant.1 The inaia"'· 

anee, in Tule! .Das t version, on the deVQtEu;,fs inner thought 

- • 2 and sentiments contrasts w:t:th 'Valmiki' S pSl"'sllel pa.seage ~ 

whepe is related at length lI1:uat Bama underwent during his 

absence, with very few references to :Bharata's inner reactions 

and tela lings • Love sno. devotion are inner feelings. 

LikEifWieu!, With Tulsl Dis, the praise ot Ayodhya is more 

lsttdat'o17. He shows how happiness d.welt in Hamata kingdom~ 

s1Jessilng the tact that eveI!'1 citizen dl~es his duty as a citizen, 

in: add:!. tieD. to being a devotee to Rams. ftTb.is 01 ty" 1s the 

ei ty o;r perfect bliss " gzaantlng its ei'riizens iii home with me 

her'68f1tter" .exelailll.s Rama • .3 How could such a ei ty not cause 

dellgb.ilt to ~ulsr Das, where "children 1~ere teaching parrots 

to say t aau t and 'Haghupati t and t Sav:lour , 1f'l4 

Uttara -kinda, Pp. 4)l-432" 
•• 

358-361. 
f:. 4, p. 433,. 



!he t-etuPIl of Rams to A7cdhya gives the poet another 

oceasion to pl:'esent slIlggestiv$ scenes of llhakt1. 
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The "union of the four brothers 1s much more affectionate 

- - . - -1n the timesritmanas than in the Sanskrit Ramalana. Rams , 
lUul tip,lies himself in num.berless formsi so that.ll could 

c 
greet hlmft.:> 

The poet dWells on the difficulty tor themonke:rs to 

• - 6 part·with Rama, after $: stay of six months in Ayodhya. 

!he coronation is gi-veu more attention by Tills! Dis. 

The praises emphasize the efficacy of plac1.ng one t s trust i:n 

aima an.d acclaim him as the Absolute. At the end of this 

episode the reminder 1$ made that f'lnal liberation will. be 

given to those Who read the stolli7ot .Ri'matsco~onation. 7 

Meanwhile., Rima ftthe sum or Tx-ue Being,. Thoughtal1d 

Bl1ss fl
• is said to "'play the part of a mortal man" and listen 

to the pee~:tat1on of the Veaa,s SD.d Purines, Itthough he knew .. 
them 811".8 

Atter having spoken of those 'Who 'were made joyful beeause 

of Rimals return, 'ule·f Dis speaks of: those who were made 

sorrew.tul: -Envy" pride, folly and eoneeits:re thieves, and 

they had no outl.et tor their 8ptfnlness".9 

5 Idem.. 
6-1·· ·dem. 
1-

Idem .. e
Idem. 

9 r;:, -

C • 6 ~ p. 4l1~.· 
rJ. 15 ... ,0. 16.· pp. 441-442. 
c. 11 .. C~12. pp. 4.37-440. 
e. 24, pl '44$. 
c. 29. p. 448. 
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... 10 
~he a,ages ,on the contrsr>y if pay :bLome'gs to Rams. 

Asked by Gharata what weJll'e the marks crt the aaintend those 

of the sinner. Rima enswen at length, with the warning that 

·who f'ully understand them (the '1ualit:1es) .fall not into the 

tolls of b1roth and death".ll 

This 1s expliel ted in an importantt passage, wh1eh will 

be discussed in the ella pter devoted to mila t whe:pe C'!uall ties. 

whether good or bUin. are said to be 111uso17" .12 

Having summon6id all his c:ltizens, Rima tells them that 

"He 1s mY' S83:'VSnt. he 1$ m.ost dear tome who does my bid.ding". 

and goes on to extol the good fortune of be;ng born as at man, 

fts blessing seaz-cely to be won by the godsft' J for the human 

body i,s the gateway to deli vexaanee • FLe inst!'>uets his audience 

that "l!Jven the joys ot heaven are shortlived and end in pain", 

- - 13 an. asslDrtion not to be found. in 'ialndki' s theology. 

Praising Riu, the l!ultge Vasistha 19ives a list at re-
a '. 

11S1oU1S duties, which culminates in bh:!!Iktl, "the glorious 

fruit 1)£ all these pl"actiees U.s) uncfuising devotion" Lord. 

to 70Ulr:> lotus feet ".14 

i14!Jtul"ning to the episode of the~:Lndlng of :a:ma by 

" Indraj:lta, Sl •• dwells upon &arllffs bewilderment over the 

11 Idem, c. 39. p. 4S2. 
12 --Idem" D. 41. p. 452. --
13 Ide!lll, c. 42. p. 453. 14-- c. 41, p. 455. Idem. 
10 U;~ D. 32 - D. 361; pp. 448-450. --' 



taet i,hat the incarnate Absolute was bound in s8rpenteoils. 

Like Uma_ the king of birds WQGI Ira prey to perplexity". ~o 
... 

resollre his doubt, Siva teaches him that the only way is to 

live :f'Ol" 8 eonsiderabl.e tl!l"..e in the fel.lowship ot the saints 

and heel' the story ot :t!a~1 in their company.: 

Only among the saints he explains ,. e:sn the story of 
Har:! be heard, and not till that ilia haaPd will del.usion 
take to f11gh"G; and only when. delusion is dispelled can 
an.s experience unwavving d.evotlo,!:I: to BSmals teet. 
Wi thout such devotion !aghupat1 1s not won, whether by 
contemplation or pre'Yeror knowledge Qr austerity_ 15 

W,e learn that GarUlI-'s doubts are attributable to Bi'ma fS 
• 

power 10'£ illusion: ":Nama's power of illusion is vs1!'y great, 

for it pobs even wise men of their Wits and renders their 
if 1,6 

souls islave s to deltul1on.. The 111UltJion of the Lord is not 

to be ~,sc8ped 'bY' anyone 11 fer ~what man 1~t" there s9w1se that 

1 t lea<is him not astl"sy"tt17 Even the g04s haYe been led. 
18 astray .• 

G~~rur wes de11vel"9d ;fpom his Illusion as soon as he 
• 

approac~hed the :petreat of e crow-de",otea to H8'ma who was 

sUl"l"ourlded by birds. Asked to do so by Garur. the CJtow 
• 

relatf!iHll the story of Rama.19 As he 11sltened. Gal*UP rea11z·$·d 
• 

the reason tor his doubts~ so that he could better appreciate 

Rima. s grace mani.tested by the hearing of' his story and the 

15 
~.I D. 61 ... o. 60 il p • 460. 

16 Idem, c. 57. P. 459. 
17 -Idem~ D. 61. p. 461. 
18 -, Idem # c. 68, p. 461+- . 
19 

_. 
Idem, c. 62, "" c. 66, pp. 46l .. 463. 
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inter(l~ourse! with pure and holy saints If 
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Illusion is said to be found nin every quarter of the 

lAlovld !'~, nay the very world is ereisted by i t ~ and it can be 

dispel,led only by the grace of l!8ma.. 'Not only iathe wopld 

set a .. odaneing 'by the incomprehens:tb1.e power of illusion" but 

111us1,on i ts·el.f is caused to danee.. Only Rima e·scapej, 

111us:lon; he is the all-other .. 21 

l:t is wrong, we S:f'e told" to impulte d.elusion to Rima 

nss when a man with defective V'~S1011 ,g,ays that the moon is 

'1ellolilr". foIt' aama "had. nothin;z whatevEU!' to do with ignorance". 22 

The apparent contradiction that we fiIltd. in the statement that 

illusion 1s due to Rima's action. fo11owed by the denial of 

it, ls accompanied. by the explanation that "the impepsonal 

form Is easy to eOfllplt'ehend. out no one unde~$tand.8 the 

p$ncmal". 

Only =7 the wo~shlp of R,amafoan. one attain pslease,: "The 

troubles of men's sou.ls cannot be dispellEui unleasthe'Y' wor-

ship Har!. 23 IgnoFanee ·td"facts not the servants of Hari ft • 

'fhe devotee i.e aeee~ted bee~Ulse o~ his devotion, re~ardless 

of his caste o.l" sex; "Whather man, euneueh 01" woman, animate 

creature cl".1nan1mate. it with heart and soul he worships me 

1 11 N 24 unfeigned "1, 1s most dear or a .•• to me • 
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I't is made elear that pace preeeides msn l s :f'aH~h: 

This almighty power of :Rima oannot '13,6 understood withQut 
hi,s grace; without such understanding tllSN can be no 
eo:nt'idence. and whsf"$ confidence i,s lacking. no devotion; 
wbare thezo6 is no devot.ion, fai.th. :laeks assured endurance !I 
as water ••• retsins not always its ,smooth sUX"taee. 25 

Y1st, at other places. Tuls! Dis will say that faith is 

26 the ef:teet of prayer; penance, s801"11'110e. etc. 

Tlbs Whole point of this section, if' Dot of the Whole 

epilogue. which was also developed in Book I, may be summarized 

in the following 1I01"d8: --When (Ragur) 'thought upon his earliest . . 

doubts, he felt remors,!! that he bad. deemed the eternal Abso'. 

lute a meN YI'l:an". 27 

110 It long passage, where &u!'tndiexplains to Garur why 
•• • 

death has no power over h1m,we are in.formed that the crow chose 

to keep his body Hcause it is in that f'o:Pm that he won to 

faith In Rima; "It was when I wore thils form that faith in 

'aa. t!ook root in fIfY heari~ and that iiS 'Why, my master, I 

love~ t be at of all". 28 

He goes on to esplain that :tor th~fJ past twenty-seven 

aeons (kalpas ) he hassung the praises 10t" Rima and gone to 

Ayodllyii eve:r:oy time Rima was bol'll in human form tQl bless h'La 

25 Idem, C .. 07, p. 4"(2. --26 Idem, c. 93, p. 47!5. 27-- o. 91, P. 414. Idelu, 
28 Idenl;, c. 94,. p. 475. -
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wopshippers" in order to watch his childish games. 29 

Aocepting the traditional Hindu :Beliet in the cycle of 

aeons divided in foul" ages (yugas), namely the Kfts {first 

or golden age).It Treta (third)" Dvapara (seeondL, and Kali (last). 

the erow pOints out that one must acknowledge the special 

characteristics of each age and devotee himself to his 

appropriate duties 1/1 In the L-tsyuga" he explains, one attains 
. . 

salvation thl'ougb. 811sterlt:f,'_.by meditating on Hspi. In the 

Tretaf,uga, t,:tu;:>ough saer1t'~ee.. by oi'faring his works to the 

Lord. In the Dvapapsyuga" through lID pshie_ by adoring the 

Lord. 

In the l.ong dese:ription he g1 ves 'of: the K&li.".ga, the 

present age, wl'tieh is full of lniq:uity,. one can see the 

oppos!'te of whit'I; 1sTulsl Das t, id.eal of' II sound society: 

"No one paid heed to Vedic Qrdinance ft j he complains,. "The 

rules jOf' caste were negleeted. The guru and his pupil were 

like the blind and the deaf; t~ pupil never listened and 

th.e gU]!:"u had no insight"'. Yet., we are told that in such an 

age of pollution. and viee. salvation lliT8S easy for lteould 

be obtl~lned by the meN mentlGn of the name Qf IDar!. If', 

in the t~e to~lP ages the ways of salvation weN austerity, 

sacrif:tce, and worship, 1ft the Kaliyuga, there 1s no need 

for these means: it'fhe singing of Hamats pl'alse is the only 

29 .. . fi) 
IdeIirl, C. 109. p. 4..,7. --



SUN m,eans ot sal vat1on" • 30 

Uowever" Tuls! Dis hastens to point out that faith is 

not an exclus!v5 ehal'setenstie of the Kal:t:yuga, tor the 

"characteristics ot tbe several ages have.no effect on his 

who devoutly loves the feet ot Raghapati".Jl 
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I'n this passage just referred to, there are traces 

sim11a.p to those we have seen. in Book Iota possible eonfli·ct 
~ 

between the devotion to Vianu and the devotion to Siva, that •• 
" is the devotion to Slva to the exclusion ot that to V1flj.U. 

Howeve,~, explains the crowfs guru the two can be rsc·oneiledl 
, 

tfi'he worship of Siva. he says. should result in profound, 

ff " • devotiGll to the feet of Rima', 'because "even Siva ani !rahms 

worship R8ma".32 
ft't_ ft DisNspect; to the guJl'u 1s shown to be &.u.einoua sin • 

The erl\i:"W relates an episode whe:rein his gtl'l'U "demolished the 

doctrine of the personal and. I\I)ltPotllnded the impersQnalf!li. A$ 

the er10w who was then a :Bl'ahman, retin~,.d to ae~l1iesce to this 

doctrine, the g1:lru punished. him wi ~h S(.Hll'Se that changed 

him into a crow, but says BhuihllJfi;t n~y thoughts filted on 

p..ama, the jewel ot the house of RaghUJi I joyfully :flew away*'. 

Not only that, but the guru, whose mind had been eau.sed to 

en by Ri. to test his disciple t s love, was brought 'back to 

30 10.6::11. D. 960 - D. 10), pp. 476-479. 
31 ra.;;. C. lOOt p. 480 • 
.32~ IdetTl, C. 102 .• P. 480. --
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Rama, and reel ted the Roly Lake of Rima t s Aets, t,o the crow. 

The mO'l"sl 1s elear~ one must res1.st evan his gt:uzou; rather 

33 than admit the doctrine. of the 1mperso,na 1. .. 

We noweome to the passage on the foolishness of those 

who strive labol?iotlsly"to t.read the 'iI/'ay of knowledge onlyff 

to the e:r:cluslon of' faith.. Although both faith and kn.owledge 

"put an end to the troubles eauseed by the cycle of mo:ptality", 

yet knowledge without faith 1s in,suttieiant; 

The way of knowledge 1s tb.e edge of it sword; very soon 
one talls the:t>etNm, 0 king of birds. He who treads this 
path and stumbles not attains to the high state ot: final 
11bel"et1oa. Very hard 1:0 ll'$aeh is tinal 11bel"stion .... 
Dl.l't by the 'Worship of R~I'l. that Niesse comes unsougb.t. 
spontaneousl,.". 

M,c>reover, "apart from f·aith in Hapi the joy of liberation 

cannot be assu.zaed". Theref'o;tt& ,devoti1on to Harl is both 

easier and more delightful.34 This teaching confirms what 

he .b.ed said earlier in an otten iluoted pas.sage: 

T~e way of devotion' to mE!, my brothers. ~.s an easy path 
and. leads to blis.s ••• ; the way of lkno'Wledge 1s hard to 
pUl"Sue and there aN many obstacle:!! • .II> ~; and though with 
in:f"1,ni t6 trouble s man' should find it" yet is he not dear 
to me it he lack faith .. 

110; addition to faith" he. mentions the company of'sa1ntsj 

the WOJ!:"ship of 1irahnlsns· .feet,. and the wO:f'shi'9 'Of Satlks:rs .. 

as essential prineipl.a.s of conduct. 35 

33 !.!!..~ o. 105 -0. 106. pp. 484-485. 
J4 Idsm.~. c. ll& - C. 114, pp. 488-491. 
3$ ~; c. 44. p. 454. 
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,A, final exhortation is given to l>·ead the Rima story; 

cartei n people .. explains Tu1.s1 Dis, al!'e not f:1 t to heap the 

stoz-y.. Those ·who love the fellowship of the saints I who are 

devoted to their gt.iru l s feet." walk in %"igb.teotts ways. minister 

to Bra rmans, and above all, those who l'Ove the Lord Rima are 

fit tOI hesl" this story.36 

Aft·er explaining that he wl"ote the Ramsl8ns "in the • 
vulgar tongue in ol"der to dispel the dar:lmesa ot his ::bmElr 

self":!1 the poet ends with this beautiful allegorical verse: 

Those who plunge with'ta:tth :into this Faly Laka of Rama's 
Acts" a lake of mG];!'it. s'.n.-destroying" aver blessing the 
soul and gr'snting faith $'Ild Wisdom,. which or its pure. 
clear waters full of love .ashes away the filth of 
ignoranee and illusion, are not seorehed by the burning 
rays of the sun ot bil-th and deeth. 37 

~ . 
»'1 ralating Rs'Il'Jats return to Ayodhys and his reunion 

with Bharats, the Uttars-kinde has givl~n ~ulsr Des an ..• 
opportunity to highLight once more the impolJ'tanee of' bhakti • 

• Likewi:se, the eOPGnation becomes a symbol of Bama t s lord-

ship alB the incarnate Absolute. Even :it he had let himself 

be 'bound. in serpent COils, his ilupreme ·omnipotence must not 

be doubted. 
. c 

36 Idem, C. 123. p" 497. 
37 -- • Idem" B .. p, 499. --



In a dialogue which presents a sutlimary of the poet's 

own religious attitude and. news" the 'ero'W 1.nsists that as 

only R,ama can escape the seductive power ·of Hays. so only 

the devotee can be sat free through bhsktl. 

In this same dialogue between the crow ana Garur, it 
e· 

1s sho'wn that bl:lakti entails 'the recogni'tioD 02 a personal 

God, a doctrine which ls incompa"tlbla '!lith that of an 

impe:p~wnaJ. pal"guna) Braman, even if the s upremaey of 

- -

7$ 

Rama d'oes not exclude devotion to S1 va iJl and the way of bhskti 

does not exclude the way ot knowledge e 





On the basis of the ana lytle study ot the preceding 

seetion •. the following a.etton will attempt to p·l"e •• nt II 

synthesis -of !uls! Dis' views, as exposed in the fc:up 

following chapters.: 

III. !he Id •• 1 Society 

17 

A. the Goveft'1ll.9ut .. the c.st1eS,.stem" the Ind1v14ual 

J. Dhal'lUl 

IV. Salvation 

A. AuthoJl&ity ot the Brahman. the Gu);'U, the S11' •• 

:8. ".kt1 

71 



Whe1'l one compaN_ in detail the ~[Qa11t1es attributed - _. . 

to Ra_ in the two "fer.lansGt the He_una story.. <tne 181 
• - -stl'UCB: b7 'tils! Das' insistence on the divine nature ot his 

hero. 

A.lthougb. Vilmiki had. af:til-med that after sevepal othe~ 

human enstences, wheN V1sntt had takel'l human :to~ in oJll'del' •• • 

to QatN,. thOIiAI hGet11e to goul and protect theeal"th,2 

the protector cod bact lncarDsted hlmaelr 1n the King '. three 

J - -wlve.; that Iiama •• ,us1 t. Brahma and Vl!,u., wa. ellp.bl.. 

of str1k1ag terror 1. tne he.~tscf celestial _elnga;4 taat 

he was omni01 a1ent;>or truth incahate,i' and. that his 87 •• 

were s:llghtly red ea mark 01 • divine incarnation}; 1 7.'" 

-the over-all. lmprfuUlJ1on. 18 that Bama is aant tf? 'be above 

all a ludel proposedt. the .dmireli'ta :lm!tat1on, espec1all,. 

to the ba'178 elasl'I. HeDee the 1mpo .. ~ta.ee ettaehe4 to hi. 
e 

1 ~.' ... ft .. V .. i' Bal .... kand., p. 40. - ... 
2 Idem l, p. 151. 

1 Idemj. PP. 39-40 .. 

4 Idell l• PP.. 3-4. - .. 

S ldemJ. p.. 3. -6 ldem.jJ p. 12. 

7 148*1, pi. )69. 

78 
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hwan ,\tall tie.. ftda plctul'e ot Vilm!k1'" hero 1s cO!"l'Obo

:pate4 by the widely lr!ceepted vi.e. that tho •• paesagea in the 

SanakPl t Himilana where aa_ is see1:1 8. an e.,..tira of Visl'lu .. . . 
at" later interpolations.8 paa-t:btu181"1,. the aecotm'i of the 

ineax-nation at the b.,trm1nfh and the :,.-eturn to l:uul'¥'en at 

the en1i.,9 

With '19u131 Dill, the d1v1_ aatuft of aima 18 8tH.sed 

mueh m.~OP •• ' True. Olle must not everloolt the tllct that the 

Ifin41 1lTel"slon ls much piehe~ in poetical figures than 1s 

it,s Sansu! t p:redee(uu!o1". POP instance.. when Tular D;, M$' 

prj all ·OC.8.11 of gz-ace,# !t.1"l in h'WDan t'ozam-., 10 t11e readll!' 1'$ 

B()t 'bound to 11 tepttl interpret,srtlon" as the ~$lle!,81 context 

of the Bila -ianda wl11 sutficiently !ncUeate • . . ' 

Btlt when It'cmues to Rima" the tnEl'tter :1$ tttite Q.1;tfsrent., . 

nrst. the poet es'tablish$. the th$oNt:1cal po~ud.b111t,. tor 

the Abaolute to ta. II hwun tON,. The 4;uestion 18 clearlT 

.tormul~tted ey the doubting u_~ ~n au ;.)ts, !iT:U ·e.~·. the 

A.solut., wh1.h 1$ all..-per'Yating, pa$$l()nle,u.~f!' Gnborn."" ln41·' 
, , . 

v1s:U.le~, des1~el'iHss_: without pa.ts • .".,. t~ak. bodily form aSI 

mant·1l. fio tnt. iiva ahtlWfU,. IIllil1te emphatlcal17= "'!he lm.-
, 

a 101&n, :I.' ~ Concept of Dhal"iUl in v'ldle! .. ai_za •• , pp.18-19.", 
Jlact:t,e, B..H •. The B81Ulau of "till.!' :Dais", p., 93.: • 

. '. - .c, . . 
<; ,//", -

Carpe1nter.: I.N •. , !he Theolop: 01 flirllsl Des. p.! 29 ... 
10 . "'" .... 'Ii' 

:a.L .. A.a .. ,,,, Bila-kanda, S •• , p., 2. 
. -. ' .. 

U Idem., 1'> .. , $0, p., 30." 
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persollal, tormlessj! inviai'ble and unotu"n becomes personal for 

love (lIt the faithful" .12 

-That Hamil 18 the human torm of the Absolute roeterred to 

ab0V6 1s expressed lIJe'1ond doubt in several IUISa$gsa.. King 

Janaka summsrizes 1 t all in these voreb: ¥to Rima ~ •• thou. the 

all-pervading A_Glute. Invisible ani in4eatructlb11e, Consoioue

nea. arul Bli~Ui. impersonal end personal; 'Whom neither speech 

nor thougb.tee:n comprehend, noJ;!J $tl7al"gument inter; thou 

lfhoaegNstness the Vedas de.l.-. to be-Not tht.ullt; one anel 

the SIU'1ie yesterday, tode,. and tOlfi$'ver-" .13 

When Ttll.! Dis deser-1bea the Absolute as 'both "'impersonal 

and pe:rasonal It, he 1$ Dot th1nklng e,xllc'ti.,.- in tel.'Dl8 ot the 

Nil'glln.& Brahman, -, . 

Bl!ahmtltl, 14th attributes, 

tom. Tuls! Dis believes 

that 1s in its limited til' intel-iop 

:first and foremost 1n Ii pe~aonal 

God; hence he does not see ill the Absolute with attributes 

a 11.1i~ed form .of Bl"'ahman: "!hough J'oua~e the ABsolute. 

indivisible and eternel_ compfthenslbl. only &7 :t.ntultiQn. 

adoNd by the . saints. thQugh I bow and speak of that torm 

ot yoars. ;ret I eonstantly tau'a \laek the:reh'om and spend lI7 

1.2 Idem, c. 116. p. .$8. -13 IQ!I!. G. 338~ p • 1$.3. . _ .. 



10"'$ G~n the Abeolute made mltn".14 To that extant, hla 

conGepltton of God 1s much closer to that of ~p.u 3a thaD 

81 

to theft of Sankers. He bel:1ev4HlIi that God lsomnlselent.15 

lntin1.tely merciful. to whose sel v1#le aetlon the :real lievot.e 

owes his personal immopt.lit.,; not in absorptIon. bu.t in 

communion with Hi •• 

Nevertheless. his theological thonght is strongl,. 

1ntl.ueneed 107 ,aclvaita philosophy. Whlu:-eas Ri'minuja held 

that Brahman 115 one without • aeeond. but with attl"l1tutes, 

Tul.! Da$ often USEUI "Hiren. to~ the pre .... incarnat. deit.,. 
" . 

and Sagulla fe'l!' the lnea~8tlot1 1n Rima~ "He Who 1. without 

,u811tl(ua. without .ten. td.thout algn~ without hirth, tor the 

sake ot h!. l.ove to the faltb.1'lll,ldsHCQlll8 Sag\lna (lnearnate) .it16 

ae ottian "sea $ucb. lIOnisti·e pusses 8. seoMa.nand •• 11 g. 

e.xpl& in. ereat10n in t'el'1llS of the 111uso~ lntlaene. of ",81i .18 

The claim that the A_solute ean tak.. human foPm_ wh!ch 
.... -18 'Pro'tull)17 not 84e by' Vall!!:lki, 1$ accompanied in the !!!. .... 

ear-it.ana. by another ell1111. also made 1n the f'il!'st book of - , .... . .-
the Strnekr1t Ram"r;rana. that a •• 1s the incarnation of '9'1"u. 

" 
12,. P • JOl~ 

.$1, p., 30. 
SO. P. )0. s •• 8180: c. 13, p. 10. 

50 •. p., 30. 



the a.lcona _mber' ot the Dndtl t111acil. 

l~et. more than onee. ,aa.. 18 show to b8 8u» •• 10r' to the 

three godsot the V184. ~acluting V1f\\ue ttl: 40 homage to 

Rima • ., .. e8sence Of'Dr8h1d; He!?! and He,rs·. '2.''Ills! Di's wants 

'. to present Rama not merel,. as an lncB:Mlatlot.\ ot Vit,u" but 

as the very embodiment of Saco1dananda. 
"-
Siva. the maiD napr'atol" of the epic. is given 8 ptl'ombent 

place in the Bimea~ltm8nas. With his 'llife 'fJta8,. he is the 

centpal figure 1nthe first hilt ot the .lila -k8'uds. Ever;r 
, . '. 

book opens with an expressl,on of homegl. to him,. and emol"tatlons 

to wo:t"ahlp and invoke hlm. aH found throupout; the poem. A 

Dlodel 1Qlf 1nftegrlt,. who W8. put 1;0 the 1~.st Dr KilUluva.19 not 

only 111 he .al.l.e4 the .father' .:t the un;lve~se. 20 but Whereas 

in theValm1klan s\0J'l1 he 18 'Ii meN aDcho1"lte. he 1. given 

in the :aissri tmaD,flS f!u~11tles uauall,. at'~ll:tuted .0 the 
4 

his b7(~ther La k,mit~a • 

H()W8Vfu'·. as has 81!'884,.9.n se.n~~ !fulsf Dis deea no 
_ 4 ,~ 

reason to choose between 5_aand.$iv8~~ tor 'Raven Siva and 
, . 

Brabmi vOl-ship Rima If .. 22 Moreovel", the whole point of' the long 

Zl IUDlI, Bil. 67(85)'9. _. 
22 ~8 G. 102. P. 480. 



ftana1~1oD centered on ~':$ douirt» dispelled. l:)y S1 Ya, 1s to 

eat •• l1ah elesrl;r tb.edJ.v;1ne natQre ojr Rama,. who 18 the 

supreme olt3ee't ot belief aud devotiO:th 23 However, Tular Dis 
If> 

doe. not repu4iat. ~lva-bhaktl ,as the 'eplsode coneel'lling 

the elltahl:l8hr.1ent of a probe.le lin,s shriBe related in the 

- ~ 1Allki·.ka\1p haa indicated. In tact, ~~lv."'8h8ktl 1.848 to .. 

83 

1111.1' naaac1mowledgea Brahm8 as the author ot CPeetlon. 

!f. mil!!:ture of vlrt.ue elld vice-, who gave men, the powe1" to 

discriminate between geod and evl1. However,. men' are influenced 

bu other forces which l11lPede them from using that powert time, 

nature (s.abhan) and the law of action (k81'Dl8).24 ~ough he 

1s shown as spolllu~_ntor the ~oda, he is rUIIV'epthe18SS interior 

to V1,ou,slnee he direct,s the god.a to have ree01U."se to him 

agains'l; Rillap. In .t.feet, having g;pante4 & boon to Bift~a, 
... 

be.ause of the latte*"teaacet:teiIlH'll, larlS'1h.IuQ 1s unable to w1th-

eaw .1 jt. The goda ask him to ontruet Ri.ana' II evil lntl.uenee, 
• 

but he haato admit that he ·can do aallght". 

Tulsf Dis displays li'ttle :reverence ~Q'1! the leaael'" gods. 

Whepeas vilmI'kl el~1_i that V:lnu took It human :form. e8p$e18117 
' .. 

fop the sake of the goda2S and. e~u811e(l Rima 'bo -the lfJ1e..hty 

!ndra tf /~6 Tulsi Dia illSlsts that :1 t was especially ttto seve 

23 !.,d.em, D. 118,. P. $9. 

24 Idem, c. 6 -(;}. 1. pp. 56. _ .. , . . 

25 It. V., II B81a~kaJj.,a, Pp. 39-40. 
~. " ~-. 

26 B." V _, Ayodh.ya-kanda" p. 2$9 • ......-. .. 



~1l*U..the lesa8:t- gOia are l!u1 te (li.f'tO!ll pre Slanted in Ii 

favorable light. they .ha1'8 1n Jl.u,n1s joys lind 8or'l'OWa, 

partlcul.aply Rima .~.". in the :foN of monke,.. j1 the,- help B._ 

fight Riv~va • Praye~s aFe !l!ui4res:aed. to them for assi$tanee J 

worship 1s oftered t$ the gods and the saints. llever'theless, 

the genepel attl tude seem~ to be one of contempt. !hey are 

otten pictu:ped as selfish. jaalou .• j amel cba •• u1cua. 

& &: 

$uchse... to Be Tulst ;oi. 1f conception of the Supreme 

RealitY'. In orier to .zplad.n the. relation htween that 

R.ali t7 and the order ot _.Nation.. llindus have ~.COUJfS. to 

the concept of M8z!.. It 1.$ to that coneept.allit is under"" 

_to" Ibyfulst Dis. tha t W$ shall now <turn 0111" attention. 



When ViWkiusea the word MBd1 he all.i It in the wt"1 

l1Dd.terCi aaue of magiOol" »lasl!:: al!'t~ and net in the philosophieal 

e.enee of the d.eludlng powep by which the Qniv$:pse WftS created 

and. .ppea:"s 8are&1.2 
_ .... .. ""l 

,til.! Da.s also \1 •• :$ tl1. "021'4 Mala, in the sellse of _gie 
'" 

or 111u8CFf tJl'ieks" espe01e117 1n the LeAk.-kenda with 
, " . .. . 

1'et6nl1ce to the devioes used by the demonil to tight the 

invaders, end in the Al"enya~imd. with ~ef.rence to the means . .. .. 

R8lH used to bring an Gad to his conflicts with lara., Butat., 
and TP!sira • .3 

However, Mayals' especially used 'with reterelle6 to :same's 

all-pera.lve power over creation. The e'Qt~~ created order 

121 subject to his M8yi.4 Rima 18 mezadhanr.;, the Lopd or nne:r 

of Hi.,i.S However, not 'Gnly'ill Bams untouched .",. Mi1s6 but he 

1. 81eo able to help man :U,be~te him.elf f~om its prlaoll..'lhe 

ODe C01!ld1tionne aaks 1.s .1'a1th. ~ou8b- .faltth anci 111u'ien H 

1 ... 
R .. V ., Yuddhe .... kaMa II pp. 101.101. - .. 

2 !bJ:Ulj Dr. B. The Con~et o~ llha~. ~. i1.~kl H •• la,-, p. 123 • 

.3 B. L .Jl. R. , Ara:n:r8 -ka-~a. Oh. 6ff. Ie PP .J8tt • .. '. . 

4. H .. A.A.R •• Uttilra-~n~.C. 16. p. 4(>'7. 
~~. ..... w , 

5 ft,,,];,.1&. .it., B8~a ... ki\1-9S # Ch. 2 .. p.. .31. 

6 Idem, ~n. 20. p. 86. 
I 
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both ,t'em1n1ne :t:lOUDS. 111uaion;l the crow explains.to GeNt', 1s 

.tra1dl of t'a1th. top the lsttell' 1e particularl,. cherished b7 

DIms while 1llusioll 1. 1'I!cthing but a dan'eing .... ghol. And :not 

only 1s :f'e1th superlo7 to :tllusion •. but 1t alac en1tt'P!u!lses such 

masculine virtues as JnanS:! (w11*d.om) I' !1rsls. (det.ael:u'leI1t)" 

S!.:(austepity), and .. djii_ (scientif1c knowledge}." He-n:ee. . . . -Onl7 devotion to Rama 1s able to $$t !_ya's victims free. 

'fhe source of that all-pe'PV8s1ve pow.!> 01: .Mil!' 18 to be 

aoueht 1n the aet; of creation itself. the following 'Paasage. 

- - -for instance. prcUI,ent" Maza if Which is 1dent1.t1ed with aft. II 

as aimS! fa cl'eatl vet enel'"gyt 

You are the guardian o.f'thebounds ot l"evelat1oa" ° 
ltim&~ Lord of the world. and Jinakf 1s 111llsion,. who mt 
the nod ot hep gracious Lol'l'd e1'eat~'s" preserves or 
destl'o:rs the world. a 
Sl~"ral times. ouzt poet makes the point that Me,.., s 

dece1v:tng and pernicious influence 1s a11"1lel"VBslve. A case 

in POil'lt 1s sitr! s dCl.lht, Which 1s attributed to Hari's 

111Qs~Jre pow.r~ thQ8 making s8'tl f s ettopts to cU.spell it 

"alt. tu •• leaa. Llke1fl.e. aug:rtn attJ-Uln.lt •• his neglect 

- - - • l' t and luxu1'7 to Beula ~l!t LoM. it wa$: no tau· t 0 mine, 

Your lJll.s1on. atvi •• mast.,., '8 1rres~ls't:1l/)l • .1 and oB1'1., 0 

fti'ma .. when 'You ahew me~ ill it dissipated". 9 

1 Idem A' C. 11& - C. 111, pp. 4IaB-4S'it.~ ,. . . . , 

B :a.L.AL .B ... Ayodh.yi~ki~da" Ch. >. p. 2J1.2. . ... , . . . " . 
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In a passage whieh 1s dilt:leul1i to reconcile with :ruler 

D8sl d:enial ot the !!l!~.$ rculi)sorption into the ,Impel"SOnSl,ll 

-Rama expou.nds the tollo_lng views with. rega,rQ.s to the dl.fts1"enee 

between Goa (f~var'8) and the individual.aul (3r •• ) and the 

.. an1n.s of illusion (Miya):: 

"I'and. IMine'.'YoQ' and 'Yours' are .lll\ilsion" and this 
haa won eontrol of all inliividual soule. The senses 
and their 'Objects., e~ fer as, 'mind. exten4s* all this, 
"r'Othel"~ krtGW to' lie illu~d.on_ NOlili heal' ad.1,3tinction 
v1 thin illusion. -- knowledge.B ignorance. the.. ~w •• 
The latter is CIliaeeding Slvil. Patin: 1 tael!. under 'Who,se 
influence the SOQl has tallenlntQ, the well of i;pans-
migration_ The teme!" ct:'tlultee the .orld.~ and subject 
to :1 t are the elements otnsture. This ts sent forth 
b-y' the,r.rd; it has no pOlieX" .of ~ts own. 
Knowledge is that 'Wihcereln 1.8 'ftO thought of se11"; it 
sees in all alike the Absolute. 
He. deal" brother .. -7 be ealled perteat in detacb.ment 
wh.o has abandoned all religious sims and the three 
el.sn:lEJnts as nothing worth. 
That is called the ind1.v1dual soul Which does not 
recognize i1.1usion or God Or> its OWlli'true nature_ 
He who dispenses bondage and release, and is beyond all 
being, and sends forth illusion,. is God.. 12 

'.fhllS, if both the individ.ual soul.s~ the senses and their

object,s are illusion. not to. be considered as eutltiss), it 

- .... would appear that 'fui.s! Bas tends tGW8XOU the ;gdvllita pOid:t1on 

_eft only BrtdBlSD 1s nill. IUla. thalt &ill uo·t1o:n of time or --space 1s Maya. 

,i,nJ attempt to reeonc11e'his position. whieh hils>fJtrong 

edvel ta itllp11c9i;:t.ons. wi tb Tulsr Daa' dualistic theology is 
, _s 

12 .. "Z"0 n.. 'Ie 3 .'",." 
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prob •• l,. tuttle .-'h,erlGoldng rigid eCl,naistenc'1 in speeulatl V$ 

theolclgy, his deminllnt preoccupation eeeu '5Q hilld en. to the 

per8on~all ty of B.a_: "!'he wisest aseeties discard theological 

speculations and slmpl,- adore-. l ; 

!hakti 1s all important. The rest. history aud natu" ~ -
are flu! te seconory. hent,.-se",en aeODS have gOlle 0.7 since 

Ehuau:of,1, t;he votaPJ' crow, ha. found faith in Bima; each of 

these •• 0118 has ___ it. ep.c1al eha1"aeteristics. Yet, .saya 

the ern. the.. Chaltge. '*have no eftec'ten him who .avoutl,. 

1evestbe t.etet a.pupati lt .", Diu -bhaktl 1s the Gal,. \11 tl.at. 

val14e. Onl.,. throQgh It can oae 11blllft-at. hillself' from. the 

tleeting flu of hl·st;olPlcal eftats and. the Uluso:py fa8cla8t1 en 

of nat'ural phenomena. 

B,late. to the cOJacept ot Mili 1s. tha' of fate J 80th har •• 

aclol'dlD:at1ng effeet on hUmanexiatClllee. 
... 1$ Pilte 18 ottenaaaoctated. wi ttl V!61, that 1s :Brahm. f 

who, 111:1 spite of his benevolence" is o:f't·en. made responsible 

fer man' 8 predicaments and. ~yen fop the!l'" ains # 

fblD 118'1. 'Of Qed (Vidhl).. exclalu 1lueea Sum! tll'8, era 
ye:ry contrary and lui". to tltlde.~8taDdj he preserves his 
c~lat1on anti them , •• tH"s it; his PU1'PC.fI. are .a 
me~lln1ngl.sa a8· • game pla7ed by " ieh11d. 16 

13 R.L.A.B •• tiru-kiup, 6S (10)9.$. ~i#row8.'$ translation. --. 
14 H .. L.A.ll., Uttlu .•• -k:~da, e. 100, p. J~80. ----- ' .. 
lS M.oti. t J .H. 1'be !l •• alan ef Tulsfd"!. pp .40 -48. 

t S e.t. A pr~\\ J, ~ I note. 1.. 



When Rama talls at Ka1ke,.1's teet, he eomtorta be:P" "laying 

&1.1 the slame on tate ,11 destin1 (Karma) ,and previdence f'fldh1) It .18 

for t:b,e s sma sin. 

Destilty (Daiva): ttl am most hapless. 3£181:; when I should 

$$:Mf8 you. tate (Da iva 1 see V.UdSl1riUE~' "16 destin") ha s ment 

_to the to~est ••• Fate (Karma) if! Nilentless and I am 'Dot 

to bllr.ue tf • 19 

The fact thst Tidhi (Brahmi). Wh() aets like tb.$ foree of 

hst11'llY or Fate (llal va) _ and Kama are juxtaposed. and e,uaUy 
• 

held l"'espons1bla :tor the same s1 tuations arld immopal aots 1e: 

not considered as an lncon$lsteney by 'fuls! Das.On the eontr817, 

such a view is in k~ut,1ng with 11 traditional Hindu doetr:b.'le. 

The following ptuJslltge • .tor' example. taken tl"ORl the Sr!bhasl! 
1 i 

of Ri'm:i'nuja, shows how the Vlaistidv.aita philosopher ea. in 
, ,. . . 

the law of Kama" whoa. action is ss implacable lUi! ~t ot 

Destil1,." • n express! on of the .oral will of Brahman, Who, 

be •• use M 'Wanta to lead ."eXT soul to liberation, cannot 

toler at. enl: 
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'fbe divine Supreme Person. all whol;!e wishes areet.$mally 
:tulf'111e4... having engaged in aport bet1 ttins his might 
and greatneas lill4,lutvlng settled that 'flork 1s of Ii two .... 
teld UtQZ'8" such an4 siQch WOi"'U 'being good .nd slQch auu! 
such belng evil # auf hanng "stowed en all. intU. vidual 
sould be41ea and •• de-o~ma capacitating them ~O'l!' enter
ing on such work and the power ot ru11ng those bodies and 
Ol"gans J anti lurring bimsel:t entel'ed into those soul. ..$ 
tbelr inner Selt abidss within them, eontJ.!'olling them 8. 
an anll1at1ng and. cheeMng principle. 'The souls jl on their 
aide, endowed. with ell the powell' 1mpa~.d to them by the 
Lord and :fol'l1!d,ng it'bodes in _1ch be dwell./) eppl., flh_.-
•• 1V"$ on the!. own p$ri. and in aeccI*danrce With thei:r 
own wishes. to work _1 thea'" good. or eVil ,!he Lord" then, 
recognising hi. whe p~r:toN8 good aetions .s on8 who 
obsys hi.' commands, bles, •• him with piet;v" riches, worldly 
pl'l\nu!JtlH$, and tinal reI •. a •• ;whtl,9 him Who transgressea 
hl,scOlm?lsnds he causes to e%p6~1eniea the opposites cf 
•. 11 theae. 2!J 

Even tt, to a greater deg.ree than Vilmrk:t.21 !ttls! nis 

insists on the imple.eablle power ot DeertlnJ' or Kama, it does 

not follow that man is dep%81veti of' his moral freedom and 

Nspo:Qle1b:tllty, as the f'o~lcwing pass.l~e" taken tro. the last 

book ot the Bimcar1tainas, will te$t~,.: - -

It is ,"at good fortune to 'be'l:tona$ a un. a blessing 
SSc-lali'oely to be. wen b7 the geds ~ . all all the .&ered 'book. 
d$!alare. '!h. hlmlan b047 18 en :blstrument tor' pious 
pJ!'~let.lc.e. 11; i$ the cetew8;r to dal.:twranee; and those 
whc) have been bomaa men anel still have not won hean,.n 
.,Id"fe.. tOlMant ill thenex't wo~ldJ and _lilting the1~ heada 

20 Sri.hi,,_. in" Sac"i Iook.ot .the E •• t~ 1'01.48, eti ted 8,.. 
Max' .. 411e%"" MOilla! Bava1"'sIGse. 1CJ42,. t1l"st publiehed 
jln 1904. P. 4,5. . 

2l "Why 40' you entl g,eatln7 *hleh 18 powerless 04 we.ltw, See t 
It .. "V .. , .;,4:yodhya -k.rula .• ' pp. 2) .. 21. - .. 



i!1l v.1n remorss, fal,se17 assign tile 1I1ame tOo tate (Kil) 
Bllld destinY' Uta~ land: Gc4 (IahwtUl') ~ 22 

Ifhus, no matte!" how muoh man rev(l~lts age:lnst the 

!l1ev1t;a.le, t.tltlmatel,. he will hevtit t(l~ adm1t that hi.a 

pre.e~L'tconi1tion 1. the fruit 0:£ l'U1i won aetion". $0 

lon, as he hll$ not ae,h1e·ved total pllnf'leat101h he 1s 

1.. _..:1."-SUu jeott to the O~.l" of Mila. 

Kanngaeen hew !ul.! .Dis Gonce! yes ot Bpahman ~u,.d, Miyi:~,,, 

1t seeld proper at thl. po:l.nt to g!ve!1 more systermat1c 

pres$l'!'t.etion of his n$w$ reaardtng th~ human condition, aa 

1t 1s ideali.ed in the pe;pfeet $"1et,. • 

• if 



FlO? V'almik1. socialcrder has to do primarily with the 

materialorganizatlon of the eommur.d.t'1. the well-being of' ita 

c1 tlZ'81'lS, the Is tt&,p8 t loyal ty to the 1l~ rulez... the ruler' $ 

d.dlca1~lon to hissubjeets, and the in1~eg;plty of the caste 

s78 tem,. 

He has ppa1aes :tor the ttedm1rab17 platmedU st:reets of 

A,.o~r. aad. its thoroughfare., wMeh extended. for sixty miles. 

He alsC) vaws attention tolts 3 hfU.1t1Jra,'ul and massl ve gates ' 

anu numerous markets" .addiag that Uital :fortitlcations were 

planned 137 skilful engine.,... and .ptl.f~LQ.Jt.'I'Sltt, 1fhe elty beillS 

"encloaed by $trong forts1fio·etioM and. 'It de.p Bloat" which no 

eneDl7 •••• eO\tld peDet~lIt. 1\1 • 
1 

BEt notices with .a1d.afaet:ion that the eitl=en~ were happy. 

nrtuoua and satistiefl" tfte from· sickness, so~,. famine and 

.a.ngeI'4,2 Iiea~th and a,esthet1!. adornments aft Dot ·frowned upon. 

On the contrary.) 

92 
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lIe pra1.$8 the In.lltlblts.s tOll? being devoted to t1::t.e king 

and the .t.tela.. Rotonll do the ldn.g 1I seoul'lSGlle:ps contorm 

to h1~1 eOnlm8nfiis 1n Qi'Jedienee and 10y83.'"3. but 1lti!J1n turn 0011-

sulta them and waits tor their app.rcvsl betope taking eel'tain 
S UpcJ:'t;ant decisions. He extolls the king "who. even whU. 

81.ep1,ng~ 1s Jet 8'Nak$ to the order:1ng or h1s ldngtlom".6 

Soeial o!>der 81&10 depends on the integ1'lit7 of the cast. 

8'18i;;eJJI. V:lmi'ld. Dot1oe$ v1thaartlstae':tion that :no one in 

A'1oGb.'Ja was bol"ll of mixed caltes. that the warriors ".:t-e 
sub3ected to the learned brahmlns. and the ntel"'chants to the 

W8.n1ors.' Likewise. he mel'lt11?'!1s that. the citizens weN 

invited to attend the s.c~i.t1eej; "baiDg r>ece!ved in a becom .... 

1.ng ma:nnst* aeeozoding to their east.w• H$ specifies t~t 

invitations were Boat to. the. "brah:m.8us. thewarZ"iors, tbe 

merch.ants. the lowest caste" ... a 
Finally. mention ts made, ill the Sllnskri t R8'ulana' -of the 

I. i . 

import-lance ot subduing tht! .ne.,... observing the aaclPl:f1ce, 

anti enteJ"ta.inillg the stnngel"lI! with :fl'ttlna; hoapita11t7. 9 

.' 

p. 33,. 

pp. 47, 101. 



- -Tulsl Das rejecta none of the abc)ve $speets of the social 

order,. In a passage d •• oted to the description ot V1deh., he 

praises the :fine llUI1'>kets, handsome s.usJ?es .. well"'planned 

etree1~s f and. spacious sts{blss tor horses and elephants .10 One 

gather's that the citiz.el'l$ weI*EiI wall ... t~t-d.c f%"om details like 

ftwonG!.!~lls jewelled baleon!es",."th.:ftlv:1ng tradel?s" _ Wlftreets 

sprin1d.ed with .frag.rant perfumes". alull many othel?s.11 The 

poet d.eserioes the king'. Gtlbj.ot.a as "graceful, pure and good, 

wi •• and aecompl.1ahe<i tf
, while he notes w1th s.atist'aotion that 

12 Jamaka'. ministers WeN lo:val to their' Urtg. 

. ~ ~ -Althc~ 'luIs! Da. l'ef'el"s less of tell than Valmlld. to the 

•• ate system. be does not l-eject its merit ~ince" tOJ:lt instance, 
. . ... 

he e-rnMsses aol.l"at1on tc~ tJ:a.e easte-mal'k Which RaMa Lettsmint -I:' .. • • 

wore on thelp orQws.1l Likewise, he deplor$s the faet that 

salle p'eJople neglect their caste dutias.14 Yet,. 1n spite of 

the :r1g1d distlnetions b.$ at times maintains 'between .eastesl ; 

he teaches that differences due to b:1!,,1t;h arrs not u1timate. 

16 8inee faith is above oGate distinction. 

* 4 

10 . .. ... 
H .. L,~A.R.t Bala-kanu."C. 210 .• P. 98, • •• 

11 Idem. -
12 Idem. 

13 Idem. e. 230" p. lOS. -
14 Ideul, e. 112. See also Vttltl"a--k:nda. D. 96-D. 10). pp. 416-479. -...-...... ,... 
1.$ lcieIll. Ara97a-kinda,e. )2, POI' .)17. . .-.. 
16 .Id.I~. D. 36, P • .319. See a180 Utta"-~fa. c~ 84. Ih 411. 



-pe!'"speet1V6. Ayodhya owes its $%c611enc& not so ntUM to 

Da.al"stha tr $ adnd.nlstl"ati va talents as to the taet that because 

of Rima '8 pNset:~E!, it 1$ "altogetheJ!l' lovel,., gpant1ng a1.1 

sueeess and is the ftouree of every blE,asing" .11 Ayod.'Il7i 1s 

to thE~ devotees Ii hOlJle w:he8 the.,- can enjoy RSm.a' seompany, 

-This city. exclaIms Rims,. 1s the city of pe.l"fect blltu,* gl"ant-
18 ... ing 1 t:s ai t1zens a hom.e w1 th me hereatterft .. Wherever Bama 

goes .. his p'P9ssnce enhttneee the. beaut"y of' the setting., 'be it 

the fO':N\lst1'Ol" the eity. fhue, it the poet deals at length 

with. the beautyot Videh •• it 1$ because of q'las's pHsenee 

in Jaruaka t $ kingdom. 20 

lience" Tulsi D8a 1 bs1.tanee on the physleal bea~t.z or 

the city,,21 1neont~at to Vilmlld.ta R_ila:oa. which lays 
• 

22 . -mueh more stress on :1 ts orderly 0!8an1zatlop;. Jl7odhJ'8,. a$ 

p1etu;Ped by Tulsf Dis • .1s 8 .1t,. where the "beaut7 of all the 

tf>l'lds" 18 to' be tound..2 ) What a wQ:odl"O'useonterl to .::preas ... adopatloft to tima l Ie there a more propitious ,lac. tor 

11 IdeliTl, - Bala -kinds, a. 3.$. p. 22. ... . 

18 Idem ... ' 
19 Idem· __ . -... . 

Ayodhys ... kanda* C. 137 .... C. 1,38. p. 211. .. ., 

20 !2!!.- Bila""ki~~'L. c. 216 - c. 24l,. lPP. 1M-UO. 

2l Ide!n" c~. 210. p. 98. 

22 R. if '. It aa~a ·kinda. PI'. 17--22. - .. 
23··.· _. ..... . . 

H.L,~A.R ... · Bila .... kanda. ,0. 210~ p. 98, • .. .. 



lesidea the q,ual3. ties alrEtiidy rej~$~d to with %"8ial1;ds 

to the attitude tow8P\'ia the J!ovemment, and the ,caste system, 

Vilirki enumsret~s the tollGWing qual~.t1es he like$ to see 

in tl1.e1 individual. 

*!!he ideal _n is like the s$ge, the king, the son, OJ

t:b.e w1.fe who finds dali&llt in. the wel.fare et otheps. 25 His 
26 spir-!t fixed in the :f'ul:f~l_nt; of duty, hanoul', end truth, 

21 28 he nel~er bZ'esks his warod. noXt is he an atheist. He . . 

pl'aet!ees austeJl'ities f. selt-cont3;l'ol, lind values the virtue 
29 30 

ofehslstlty amd non-vialenc$. Ve~-sed in all brsnehes of 

learning, the ideal king 1s "vigilant. CO!lvEJl"Ssnt with what is 

happen,lng snd virtuou.s. establishes his thPone in perpetu1t"1". 31 

Even while sleeping. "he 1$ awake to the oJ!'dering of his 

kingdom, who manii"ests his angel" or approvsl at a fitting 

t:tme1!l.'2 His main virtues ape selt-mamtery. fOP'tutaranee • 
• 

24 IdEHFJ." Utters-kanda. D. 21. p. 446. - .. ,. 

2S :a.V .. , :s81a-kind.$, p13. 19" 46. 10.$, 124. 15). ate ••• -. ..". 
26 Idem, Ayodll:7i -ldli"" p. 196. - ... 27 _ ... 

Idem. Bala-kanaa, pp. 19. 51, 52, 56, etc .... 
•• 28 Idem, p. 20. -. 

29 !.~m. pp. 19. 22, !~. 55. 10. 100, ete ••• 

)0 !!!!!L Ajrodb:y; ... ~~da~ p .•. ~lS. $ee al$ot 1r.~'1a""k;~~Q. p.1S. 

31 Idem Bala-lea_a, p. 10.$. 
-~ .. '. 

32 Idem. Al"811ya .... kands. p. 71. 
~- . .. 



91 

... ... 
~~ulsl Daa p1etUl"e3 the 5. deel man as one tho $ like 8 mango 

tree, which bears both fl()lver and truit,,~ excels in both 

spaacb and aetion. 

,He gives a mONelaborate description in two long lists 

of virtues" th'9 first lrl a dialogue between :li'me $nd the sage 

Nirad8;35 and the other in II dialogl.ae b5Yetm __ !tata and aims.)6 

:t'he first list enumerstes the following virtues t 

!rhe saint is ~ 
.. witbout thee di·8oriepst lQst~ a nge:1f!'l". gneci; 

d.el'Us1on, je&lousJl'. and p!"ide 
- 111 thout ain 'Or WZ"ClIDg desire of' bounQless 

wisdom 
-content $nd abstemious 
... e de'f'otee of tputh. j!chla:x='ly,. ascetic 
... pattent, supremely wl$e in the .&78 of 
~ighteousness 

- .!rt~outl. tNe from. the trouoles of the world 
- l;lndis'turbad l!y doubt., holi1ng deer nei thaI' 

lite nor home, but only Bima's lotus teet 
.... el1uable lind calm. pepai*tent in right conduct 
... t~algb.ttol"Wari 8n.4 en.itabele to all 
"'" regttl.- in pP87rer aha pananee aftd vows 
- $uWaalef SfU'lSe., nst-paint and :religious 

obaervsnee . 
- d:$voted to the teet of his SU:;!'u, Govinda 

. and brahnian. . . ' 
., per.fectln detaehment, discernment. hmn:tlit'J' 

. ani spirituel wisdom l!tith 1"ight bo.ledge 
elVa4a end Pul"sna. 

, . 
33 Ide:!t: YJ.ski11dha -keno$ If p. 11. , .. 
~ . . - - . 5 H4oL.A .. R.:I Lsnti-kanda, O:i:!. 1 , 

.,.........~' , '.'. - . ~ 

35 Idem.~ Aranya--ka~da. c. 4.3- 0. -. . -.. . 

PP.. 410 -411. 
4h. pp. 322-323. 

36 Idefll Uttara -kanda" e.' )6J# p1'.. 450-451. _. . .. 



He desires praises of Oth3:P:!!.1 not his OWll 

HEI loves Eiu most slnee.r*ly 
HEI dlapla7$ no pl'l'lde O%i" selt-conceit 01" arrogance" no!" 

e~ep S&t toot upon the path of vice 
HEil stands tUlmovej. poss •• sing naught" perfeetly pure and 

trsnQuil 
kIel s1ngs or li.~;rt$u to Bima fa spOl!lti va acta 37 
B~I 119 ulteelf1shly devoted to the good of others .. ' . 

'I1o these, the second list add.s the fallowing virtues: 

- SOln"OW$ OYfI/,r another * s sO:n"O·w ana. rejoices 
1n _ other' lSI joy . . 

- is the enemy of none 
"'" 1$ 111 thcut In:lole:r:-anee, exal. tation I.n:ui fear 

-is devoted to llema in thought _ 'Word" deed 
... desi"s nothlng 
- is cQl':ltinent smd ,joyful 
- Is 81mnle, :trteftdl.:v:l' and shows devotiotl toward 

the Brahana. 38 
Can anyone expect to .find $0 roo:"!;! virtues in one per,son? 
... -T.he Ramcsritmanas presents two such persons: the devotee ilnd 

.... 
Rams. 

As we studied. !fuls! Dis l versi'on 4:.1 the Aycdhyi -kinds # we 
•• 

saw that w.ne:r>eas Valm!ki pres.nted Bharata sathe peri'ect 

brothel'. Tulsr Des presents him as the ideal devo~ee. whose 

main vjLrtuesJj besides imitatiQn and love for BiDU,,. are detach

ment. humill ty, and lllel"Cy towards Oth31'S. 

"'P 411" 



... 
of the idesl Ilan is obvIously to be feJund in Rame. In th. 

openS.:r.tg' lines ot the Vf-lJ.miklan epic. he is -pictured 'by Sz-~. tie
rade as the person1flcBt101''l. of intr::gp1.ty_ versed. in the duties 

of l~.f·e II gr9teful;, truthful, fIrm in his "i:ews .• beneyolent 

to 811 'beings, le9med" ~lo~uent:, handsome, patient, powerful. 

wise, conversant 1d.th the ethical code. free hom envy, tull',

self~ontrol.led¥ and omniscient, althot1~ this last pOint 

(omn:h~eience) :i II contrad.lcted 'by lste:r.' paesagee .39 Plecing 

his tl'3ther's will and 'the 1fSlfere of o,titers before anygh!ng 

e18e. he seeks to be useful and :f'~:leruUy to 811.40 "ua1 

to Bl-shma and VisUQ.jt he is the $upponel"ot the univalPss. •• • 

the subduer of tho$$ wl:uJ conts-avene moral laws, and. th$ 

inspirer of virtues1n othaps.41 Howeve~ the view thet such 
41!' .. . _ , ' J 

passages where V'almlk1speaks of Rama as Q divine being aM 

later adjuncts 1s eonobOl"ated by those tlU.S:POtUi passages 

Where Rima is shown liS not entiMly f'ree htom ign.or8nce~ 

anger, fesl'jt i~l.-iat. anddaspa1lt. 
.... 

He does not hide the fact that Rema. being sul:tjeet to 

human frailty. has toO be instl"ueted. 1u many things. namely 

in the science 'Of 3a18 linG. At1bala. a Illollee'tlcn of secl'Gd 
.. 
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fOI"i1lUlas Which allowed him to DUnl.ii'es1; supreme ener-gy,42 in 

the origin and ge~a1s of the l'iver Gangea.4l and'in 8 method. -

unknown to the gods - hOil to use tbet celestial weapons 

Noeived .from Viivam1tra.44 L1keWise_, he shows his heJ'o to 

be a illNY to grief. t$ar.,45deapair,,4.6 and. v101enee.47 

The Sansu! t poet nonetheloss 3h~,ws his hero· sauper

stNnt;J;th b7 showing him breakl!lg the bw,,48 destroying 

demons4' gespeel&11'1 those who hinder the sacrifice .50 He 

""1 :t. alsic shown as an obedient son of his tatherla willj!) 

devoted to his (i-l.U'*U and God,52 firm. int his own vows.53 anti 

annQl:us to bring happines'l t.o 'Others.54 He nevel' "tuns a 

harsh anSWer When treated wi theontumel;r '# and. nevel:" hears 

nQr vo1ees anything against dhal"'m.a. Surpassing bis father 
, -

in the art of WBr.tSlt"$. he paJ',8 due 3.'"sg,ard to 'lin.. Nspons1bil

it!ea of the wftt'l'loZ' \'luulte.55 

!.he above analysia "arrants the eotlo1tuslon that in lilma. 
- .... ValDaiki intends to present _m.odel not so much. of dirtne 

aev1otu!lJl but of a royal hero. 

p • .$4. 
p. 76. 
pp. 62 ... 6),. 

pp. 208.231. 
p .. 123 .. -Kiski:n~ha-k.nct' _ p. 19 .. .. 
Bala"'kanda. p. 1.33 • 
p. 48. 
p. 69. 

•• 

51 !!!!!!, p. 60. 
,~ Idem. p. 158. 

53 ;;:. p. 151. 
54' Idem. p. 153. 
5S U;;. p. 158. ,-
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Wl th 1"ulsl Dis ~ the ~1eturoli draWl~ .hove ot the saint 

finds ita concrete li'if1ng expression jln B$ma. It the poet 

does llot hesitate to .ttl!'Un~t. 'to him such. divine f!ual1t1es 

as the omniSCient.S6 the Supreme Spirit.51 the Lol"d of al1,S8 

Ye17 Bliss, transoeuding'all :tlluaionl~ knowledge, speech and 

.$n8.1,$9 he neverthel.tul shows him displaying human 4!ua11 ties, 

that could M 1m! 'bated' by his devotees. He is shown. tor 

e:a:ampl.e. as being !"EUJpect.tul of'rltes60 8~d. lOTinglydevote4 

to h1$~ gU". 61 Ruled 'by lovaan4 modt~$ty~2 he 1s Dot 8mb! t:tOllS 

for dOminion, an upholdep of ~lghteousness #* wb.e csres naught: 

to!" camal pleasul"eSl. 63 

Naft2'theless, -rule! Dis 1. care fUll to avoid pl"$sent1ng 

a 'too!lfhUDlan"!,>1etuN of his hero... the emphasis on IS.IS 

supe:r-human flU.litie£! accompanying the account of his bll'*th64 

and his youth;65 the tendencytt) m1nlml1ze . Daaar£rtha's doubts 

coneel*ning his sen t S might.' as vell S$ R$nla' s dependence ,on 

hi. gu:r'u fol!' hothpower and knolfledge:/>7 his efforts to 
• r 

~ 1l.L •. A.R • ., Bala.kand$l" ". w" . a.- 53", p. 31. 

$1 Idern, c.' 119. P. $9. --..-... . .. 

S8 Idem, c. 13 it p. 10., 

S9 Idem .. C 200 P o'l 
_" • .... II . .' ,.Je' 

6oIdem, c. 223, p ... , 103., - . 
61 r.:" JI . Idem, G.. 21:l ... G It' ?.lO;t P II' 100 - -
63 . . . -Idem.,. G., So .. ' :p.. 182 II' 

64 Idem", 581a"'ka~da" c. 188,-0. 196. PP.·' 81-91,-................ .I.~ .,. 
65 Idem,' Idem., a., 196 - O. 20)" pp.- 91-9lt. •. -



enhance H8ma's importance a. the eent~Ql figure f~om the 

earlier stages of his activit1est~8 aD.d also to eliminate 

102 

frem tiM picture such weaknesses that could make him appear 

.ubj.~lt to human fral1ty;69 his delight in stl'es$.ing Sfte's 
rtilpt:L'tro~s love tor hero spouse; 10 his constant ptnnnder that 

the 7(~ung prine". auperiol" p.rtlJetlion~ pather th!ln tradition. 

1s thEf d eei$i VII tacte·t> in the designs;,t;:L()r1 01' .King DasarGtha'. 

$UeCfUIS01"'; 11 his .,.8tem8t1. efforts to embellish not only 

sima but the other" members otthe poysl tami1y, at the 

txpense ot Rime 'senemies, tor 1nstanc~e Rivana; 12 ell these 
• 

are a1,mea at pl"'esenting 8 picture of Eti. worthy of his d1 Tine 

excell.ence. 

l:f it is not talse to affil'm that Rims 1s. in Tul.sl Dis' 

eyes the saint par 8Jtcellenee in the sense that he :1s the only 

possessor' ot the vil"tues enu!'Il&l"ated above" 1:t is itonetheless 

elesr that; he wants to pN.sel'1t his hero as more than a an" 

to the' anent that he transeer.uis human uatul'Ie. He the~tor. 

acts as it he were a man: 
~ 

Whem Rima aets 1.1ke a man. he dGes 80 11'1 SPOJ!ft. When 
he is weary .. when he swoonst: when h!tinds it d1:tf'1cult 
tel defeat P..avau't when .he a$kB iluestl.Ona aslt he din not 

l . 

68. ... - r:!8 .r::! H .. L .. A.R .. l\ Bala-kanda" pp. ;J -,,9. .. . . . 

69 Ide;n, Ayod:b..p-kinda. c. 45 .... c. 4'. P" 160, -. . .. 
10 Idt..nl, :sala-kanda" G. 22 ... 6. P! lO.!~ .• 

.........,----. ~.. 

71 Ide:!" Ayod.~yi-kinda, O. 183. p. 235 • 
•• 

72 Idem, Lanka-kands, C. (, .... Q. 8_ P. 369.)70. - .. 



know, some e~lanat:1ons mt~.st be found,. It 1s sald. that 
1i~ was R8T!18 'e pleasure that it should. seem SO" And 
t4) that extent. his incarnation is not real. 73 

Yet" if liGna in a d1 v:!.ne sav:tou:r~. he 1.8 nevertheless 

pictured in tho Rsmcar1.tmenes. as a model proposed t'o·r ............... - ..... 
A!I.d. 1tTulsi Des doss not explie:i'.tl.y 

is doubtless understood. 

If the prosperity of' society d$pends onthe ,ullit,. ot 

its govern.."1l.ent" on the lntegl"'ity of tbs east6 SjTstem. $na 

on the excellence of eaoh i.nd1v:tdtlsl, it can be said to 

depend mopa fundament all,. OIn Dh:a~ .. Which is ul!!cr1bed as .. .... , 

that which holds the ulliversolt and hence society, together. 

Observallce of one t: s dharl'r.t~ 1s of primary impo%'ltanee in 

the Sanskrit .~;miyat.:~~ wheR it. is often . exp:res$ed in terms 

ot rites. tradit1.0!1E~,. sC1"'iptaress and law. 

:rhe afflea~1 of praetlees of susteritj is especially 
....... . . . 

un.derseo.r~a. ':i.l'-; the Bala-kanda. Kin.g Daillrathll obtains tOUl" 
- ..• 

sons nas a result of the a8Cl"i.tlee".14!he ritea of birth 

1) M$E;;~~ J.H. ~eR;';lan of Tt%lsIdia" p" 14'. 
14 .. .. 

R. V It. Ba']. ..... kande., p., 29 • 
....-.-. ~ ... 

10.3 



are earl-led out $C~uPulcus17.1.$ One cannot manifest engel'" 

during the Sa~l"if1ee.76 The m.1d-dsl Soma pressing takes 

pJa 0$ aceording to ordinance .. 11 ..... 
Vslm.iki t s respect "ror trsdltion finds a:::pl"6ssion 
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espeelalJ.y in h1aconstant reminder tlHJt Rishotlld be his tather's 

successor !IS 'kin,g of AYOdh,.; tor the ttthrGne shoLlld 'belong 
tt 18. to the eldest son. Evgn it Rims possesses the ~ualit1es 

that 1I1ould by themselves make him wor·i:hy of the honour,19 it 

1s tI"Sfdt tlon, here, th~1t is the decisive .factor. It is also 

according to tr'adi tion that I'taott's:F.s water to his ancestors. 80 

ttlkew1se;t sacrifices are performed according to trad1tlons81 

and Scriptures .. 82 Kings otter the traditional weleoills "as 

enjoined by the Scriptures". 83 r:anumau is pr-aised by p.ama 

for betng versed in the tts Veda andconvsJ:ilssnt with the Yajur 

and. the Sanls V'ed,8s.84 
6~ 

ak~~ is oocaSienal.y expressed in terms of lav. ';> 

Thull,. sft;' s f:trst mot! ve tal'" want:tng to .f'ollow 1..er husband to 

.. ~ t:'!...· 1 66 l'm_ 11 4!l the :fo:Nitst l.S observance O.l. ,.t~eaw. J.u0 counse ·srs 0;... 

King Da~a1"'atha pass judgment on their' sons if they llreak the 

law.81 

p. 115. 



10.$ 

'the 'kings art) often, ~emlndsd of t;heir duties, pspticu

larly tr.l.S protectio!] ,of their sUbjeetsl;88 the knowledge with 

.. 111 .. ",_"" 89. d h ." """ 11",,90 ~"''''''''':~ an osn ..... uR ..... y. 

Dilipa I a ti81'r:tor", isprt.lised for baing tully establisr..ed 

in thtcl) tlutieFi of his eas1ie, and: 'POSSEHlISed of the highest 

dha l"'rrUlr .. '1 .. 
l)harma" 18 also ld.entif:t.ed 'td.th tha kIng (DSlsaratha)?2 

with t·orbes1."anoA, ftnable virtue par exeelle nce", 91 and. with 

i"l"iendlshlp b~sed on lo-;ralty and. jnsti(H': "The ~eatest of 

virtues :1s f:r·iend.ship thErt is rooted 1n loyalty and justioe; 

he whcl tatls in these is no'!; fixed in h1.s duty •• 94 

Val~k1 often speaks on an unwr1:ttel'l dut,r wi:d.eh is the 

$fqlli v~llent of the 'ti111 o:r one's s1re .. 95 

011e is severely penalized for' no"\:; spe~king in accordance 

wtth ~J.a~a. 96 Only :a.Svana d .• res to eneOU1"ilge Rima to contra-
• 

91 vone ~.al'ma. 

terms of loyal ty to' r1 tea" trail! ticms s' seriptuHs ami law. 

GNat sages are praised fo~ !t$ rforYlling c(lu!lismonies in a8eON.-

'. ga . 

97 ... . Idem, Aran,. .. -kanda, p. 118. - ., ... 
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anee w1 th Vetic !i1 tea. 98 \'he }dug 1$ shown prepal"lng for 

hi. aon t • _1"rlag. by pe1"tol"lling rites as pHscrlbed by euetolU 

or his ramil,. and the Vedts.99 

!hoa. who ape,a1l: 1n acecJid.anoe with the Vecia. IAN pra1sed100 

•• well .a the ]dna; whO proteeta his pltopl. •• the Vedaa.nJoin.101 

!he DlOJlareh 18 also exp •• ,.4 to 1.1sten 'to the Scripttll' ••• 102 

titular the a_sed • ., •• of t;he IWlt1tuoe' invited 't. tae wedding 

""moniea" kings la.k .,ad »a.arathe 301n Bmost affectIon'" 

atel., 1n the per£01'D18 •• 8 ot over,- V.tie and. s.e!al ~1't.·.10l 

In thea ••• coatext, 'Wb.$1'l Srt. 81.'_"4 the ,8T1110n... *'t;h$ 

lordly aages joyousl:,. rfJPe.te4 the jantl texts, 8n4 the tam!l,. 

glaJ'us peJ-fol'med all the :r1te8 81'1d cere~onlel and usages 

.pprttpr1ate to that heur'lt.l04 Likew!.... _.tcre gl"lng ids 

daughter in _!triage, "the .gloriotll ldng performed all soclal 

and scriptul"al rlte.-.toS 

caste iaties. fhe !Hat sage "ltslstha" for instance, tells 
•• 

lIlarata that those who 40 Bot pertQlrDl 'their caste duties 
, 106 saould be p1.",.4 toP. 
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Yc...,.. r01f !u1m! Di. tradition 1$ llC1;; decisive In aeteN

tutns Da4.ratha',. cho1ee or aa1l8 ., hie auee.seor as king of 
- -Ayo4hJF1I. Althouih.llma t:l seniorit,. 18 mentioned as an 

!mpor1l;ant taetor.lel? 1t 1s his 8upel"io:r pe:t&teet1on which 

"eomels the deeisive :racto:-.108 

Likewise" Sit.' s w111 to follow her husband to the forest· 

1. not, attribute4to the oosepyanee of~ a law II but to the love 

she has tor her hl'lsban4. 

Again'" theN 1e 1ft ~lsl-llas' vereion, a difference of 

emphasis lIhich ec.n.lsiats 1n more rltSflUentl,. Nlat:blg <lat:y to 

the p.JI.onal will of $,C)17".".04,. ill add1 tioD to tixed lJ't1pul.tiotl' 

G.f tile impersonal dharma. :rot" 1nstanc. II one 1. to weleo.. the 

109 intluenee at the lud.liltS.· One shaul. appNve aaA eet oa 

the word. of ,. mothel"cl!" t.th.~ or gQ1'Q or maste:r.110 Srta 18 

a4.1... 'bJ' h.. mothel" to 40 s.rVice to he!" hus.encl. tather ani 

l1IOthel'" and. the 8Urta. to o'b.erve he%' 101,4 *. w111 anti OM,. Me 

eomman4a .111 Women who •• I've their hUll.end talthfull'1 are 

promised the hIghest b11sa .112 0'bedlell'!;ee to .. flllthe1" j s eommand 

18 considered as one t s ~b1gb.cut dut 7" .113 B8'madeclaPes that 

those who willingl,. aceeptthe 8Clrte. tJt the1:p mother ott 

tatheip or gUru or lord have ach1$'ftHl their lite.$ purpose.114 

101 Idtu.t O. 10. p. 166. ' 11.J.1um• fie 331.p. 150. -
• 

. See •. lso.= D.ll, p. 11$_ 
loa Idtu.11. e.. ), p. 16). 

112 .' . - .~ Id ... " Apanya ··;kinde # S." S-. 
- 2AO • •• -. " 

109 Idem., Bile -kanda, e.l p. 4. --, ... 
111 Idem, p. 110. -

p. ?V-
113 . - . - t!'t!' Ide., AI?dhya ... ltandaJC.~,;;I,. 

p. 1l:&4. ... 
114,. .IIem I) Tn 1"11 "! on '., .'Iilt: 'I u. "'11#, r. 47W.~ -
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When t~h ••• ge Bhar-advaja 1nvi~ed Bharata to •• t bul\)s, roots, 

tnits, and. flowers, Bharata h.$1t;$te~l tor 1t 118$ not the 

proper' time 8 eco1?d1ng _. dharma = tt!!hel'll, nIle et1ng that II gun' 8 

10 Pd wouldeutwe1gh hiaaeNplee. lae ••• a.81th tiQl/)edience to 

,-our eOl'lll1l8Dd, r.rt1' lCi'd, 1$. my highest du:ty! 11 .115 

Horeover J ~u18r :Dis, as we blre' seen lX!l the preceding 

pages shows le88 eoneem tOJf' the duties attached to the king

ly effiee. This ten4eney can be verifled especlall,. \7 an 

examination of the many passales of the Valmlklan epic cone·ern-
... .. 

ing the ld.:ngts dut1~U3j which haft baea omitted. by 'fulsi DaIS. 

This minim.ing tendane-y has to be exam.ined mOM el.8el,.. 

It would appear, in e;tfeet. that in spite of fulsr Dis' raapee't 

for dhru. ... , he S •• m.8 to regard the neglect of one's duty 8 • 

•• eept:able tJhen there 1.$ a cont11et with. .bhakt1. Thts is 

Buages'teG by the conduct of the citlzens of Ayodh:yi'. and 

p$:r-tlcu181"1;y by that of Slti,Lakamana. aaa. Bunta. 
- ... . . . . 

In the Ayodh:Ji -'Kanda. the people are shown leaving the .. . . 

eb11dNn and old _nat home in oriel" '0 Max:- campEna,. to Ri •• 

This WilS not approved. ot -7 Rima, who "repeatedly 1~.trQeted 

them in th.elp duty, but the,. lo'\ted hi. so lflUch t'ha' they 

refused to turn beek".116 

Likewise, it 1 •• ald that Whenever Rima happened to pa$S 

b,. a villag" people a~l -forsook thel:r household. dl:;rt1e! .. and 

11S ~, Q. 21.3. p. 241. 
116 Idem, a~ 8.$.' p. 196. 
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._. Nnnins out to $&e (hilld Ul17 Nowhere de We .ee any sign 

of di •• pproval on the pal't of the poet. it" to Ri'ma Jt 1t he dls-
, 

approve., he •• ve"heI8 •• 3hows mtloh understan.41ng. At nc time 

40 ..,. h(IIUlr- of any real PQn1~nt tor $ucla uti.,obedience1t • 

'!he aame meaaap 18 bp11ect in Sitata deelaioa to follow 

her hua'bau4 to the fONst.. fbi. dtei.ion 18 taken. against the 

will not onlyot her mother--l11l-1.v. tlut abG taat of aa_ hi.· 

H7 will 1s this II that J'OIl should aene lIfT _the!': 1 t ware 
in e .. ry we,. to'1' bette»', 18ty it ths't ,"Oll sheuld 8tay at 
bo_. There Ie 110 tJther ~._tt' high$r than 'fill!. -- to, 40 
revereat service, to the ~of' loar husband t. parents. ill .. 

lb.,. MWaft of' $uh!.aton to thedUl'tl wMch. both guru and 
serApture impose .aneaslly be woa. 118 

- - , . 'fiet j $1118 uintains be,.. «eel.ion ,end Rams goea along 

with her. It 1s to 'be noticed tlult whe::r!'4iUIS in the Va1m1klan 

story Sfti' Is discouraged to :fQl1~whe. hllsballli _in17 Nesuae 

of the dal1ge:ps of forest dwell:bag.U9 l:n the ltimearitm$nas she 

1. urged to staif baok mostly on ,groundis ot duty towards her 

husband t s houaeho14. ~1:.he 1s allowed to toll ow :aau j 1 t is 

ill spi'te or her 4Qt,-. 

!:b.e ease of Lab_n. i. "a1te similar to that oZ Slti. 
e • 

First, he is told by ai.a tlUttltthoa. 1idlo w1111ngly •• cept 

the advioe of 'their __ er or tatherop guru Or' lord. haw 
, . . . 

117 Idem, 
1M" ,. o. 114. P. 208. 

US 
Idem." . ' 

c. 61. pp, 18~"181. 

119 H."", if -- A'1odhyi -kinel.,pp. 234 -2)6. ... 



to them anI any other eours6, deal". brothal'f: would. be ve'1f1 

w1"ong ••• Stay.- then. and regard this as yOttrduty".120 

110 

H:ere again, Laks_ana 1s tll.lowed to follow aima in spite 
• • 

of his dharma It that ot bemg a comfort to the p.Jople of 

Ayodhy,a. In the Va ladldan col'1:"e8pond:tns pa ssage. LakatwUla 
• • 

•• te1ras Rima t. consent; aftar pro'Vlng that in faet there was 

no Qutz for him to sta., in Ayo~. There 1s theretore no 

real .ont11ct betweera dharma and bbaktl.121 
-

lharata 'a eonduo1.; 1s ... a 1od. 1,- 14enticsl 'to that ot SIts 

and tallsmana. He is told meat ,solemnly. in th.p~e8.nc.fJf 
• • 

all the sages It ministers and no_leI;! to set in obedienee to 

the king f s command: "!he king. pPGclalms Vaaiaths". hes given 
. ... 

you the throne and 70u must honou:r your lether'8wol"d":tO 122 

'0 this, Bhera~8 replies ,lI7 adnt1tting that nthe adviee of a 

guru. a tather. a 'ftlothsl." _ It tIlaate%' 01' II f:.p1end should. be theel"'

tull,. followed. ss fo'P the besi.;J and to ponds!" wb.ethe? It be 

right or wrong .is to fail in duty and incur' a lead of gtnllt'ft .123 

Nonetheless, because he .fe-eta he, js l'"~spona1ble for bmafs 

toned. ext le # he <letem1nes to le eve the follOWing mO:rn1ng 

to sael! Barna and ask himt,Q r.turn to :b.1s CIp 1tal'.124 

Theeourse of action is thus evaluated by ,the peat 

Illige Bharadva ja : 



Had .,OU nig:n.ed" you would. Dot have been at fault, and 
Rema would have 'been welleontent to hear or It. New. 
Bh$J9tta" ,.flU have acted VfU.·y z.!ght17 ••• tor devotien 
t~) Bima' II teet 18 the SOUHeot ell good .to:rtune in the 
world. 12$ 
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LikeWise J :ai. does not condemn Bha:rata even it "in 'f.r!Y 

toll,.~ ! (Bharst.a) endfu!lvou1"ed to annul my Lordts 'Word and mJI 

rathel"s, and. assembled a heat and came hither..,. I have been 

al toge~ther presumptuous. end mtf Lord ~~tt his love has aecounted 
126 JIl1 presampt!on senice U • 

At the end. though" aama makes his will known. .Hia 

tath.~fs command 18 to be ~e8pected: 

Obedience to the oommaaG of pa.tents, gu:t'U OlF' master
upholds aU righteousnes s. •• Seaa uPho14$ the worl<i. 
OM.,. then, this command .•. a.a ca4s$ _ to obey it too, 
an.d 80, dear brother. be the cuel!"d!&n ot the Soz-a 
ftaee. 127 

.... .... 
not" a8 in the .iamearltmaaas. pre.ent m:,uIIPata's M1"tlsa1 of the 

throne as an act 0'1 disobedience to h1~ dharma. On the con .... 

trary. s~nee 1\0 en$ b'Qtthe .14.at I\!on can .e at.de 11 ld.:ng, 

Bharata ec:ms1deJl's It 0.:1$ dut:;r to refuse the throne and 'bring 

baok hts brothel" from the forest.128 ftHew should. SOll of 

nasaratha become the usurper of aerown,u129 !-lorsover, the 

12.$ Id!.!, D. 207. P. 245. 
126 Idem. C. 298. p. 282. -121 ldeJl, c. .306. p. 286 ~ .' 

128 fl .. V .A.YOdhyi-kind~" p, .. 2,4,..255 •. - .. 
129 Idem, p. 359. 
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king's d$el$lon to send. R8malnto ex11e~ :1s fI:tt6stlonable II as 

it 1s dlue to (ill loss o:f 3udgnlent1lO and. to the eB81avemel'1tof 

pass1on.l )l 
.... ... 

The ease Is different in the !amcaritmanas. wha~ Hbareta 

oonsiders it his dharma to aeeept the crcWll but cal.lnQt aeeept 

it Because this would impede bim fl'om being "in the service of 
... 132 Rama lt

• . 'fhis must H ur;&uf·.too4 in the sense that Bb.arats 

eonsider's himself cut off from the Itfeetlon and app:rov.l of 
... 

llama: tI!,aksmana, he laments. has (,t'J:l>ownad Ms life with 
• • 

happiness. seeing that he has left 811 to cleave to bma's 

feet; but I was bom to banish Baghubir te the woods" .1.13 
., 

Only when cODWunion with Rama can be :Nlus'bored. b',1 the lattepfs 

"habilitating wol"ds, will he be able to accept hi. duty as 

provisional regent. 

Sharets WIU!! gnatly comforted. tor the kindnes$ of his 
lUster had put to t11gbt h.is pain 8'nd .ense or guilt. 
Hle fece W&8 eh.e:r!'tul., hi. soul no UN d1 •• cn$olate; 
he seem.ee. like a dumb man to lfhom Sapasvatt bad granted 
the gift of sp(!leCh. Again dOing loring obaisance, he 
.tolded his lotus ha~ and said t 'Don, I am tlu,hapP7 
88 .if I van to 30U~.7 wlth you; I he VI' , "aped the 
"WaN of my bl%'th :l.to thi8 wor-ld.. low. gne:totn, L01"d. 
Wheteftr by ;rcnlr eommand, th.t '1111 I reverentl,. and 
4ut,i.tully Ob87_ 134 
Thus. 'We may say that wherells in the Sanskrit aa_:ral!! 

. .. 

130 .!!2. p~ 410. 

131 . ... ... 
Idem .• Bela ... kanda. P. 18$. - , .. 

132 R.L .. A.R. f Ayodh1a-kanda. o. 118, p .• 233, , ,.. ..... 
131 Idemll c. 182~ p. 235. 
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dbame (l.e., the king It s w111) w,as reBel "led in Avo1* of the 

latter,. in the Ramcail":ttmi'nes the pa~alJLel. conflict revolves 

aroand tilo dlf!'erent poles~ dhal'm:a and bb.ektie priority being 

given to the latter. 

l\clth the people of A7oab.7i, ark 11M Leamana are shown . .. 

by the appr.v1ng poet to have neglected their> duty in order to . ' 

fellow Ra_ in his $71n:l1 Ntr.at out ot devot:to!l 'Eor him. ,AI 

te Bha~ata. he is shown in the BsmcaJ!'1tUnaa to oonsider 118 'Ot 

. .... 
obepng his .tather-s eO'lflmBBd - without col'f.W\Ulit>n with Ba ••• 

which 1$ of dec!8! ve importance. It 1sonly after hi. brother 

"llad put to fligh.t tds pain end sense 01: guilt" that he could. 

accept hi$ du;:;,,. ill Qbed1an~e to his f'athe~fs e~l1I!Uld.. 

In gener'Sl, therefore., It .a,. by cll)nsludea. that bhalet! 

1s prio:tI' to dharma; it 1s its justi.t:1c.at1on and its inaplration. 

!Po that extent. we may say-that dh&t:r"msiand bhafkt,l"'Y8mS go 

hand in hand. and that Tu~sr Di. hlts. all Maefie o'bse:r-wd, 

linked religion (bhskti) and DlOl"a11ty (&lal'ma): l'He has made 

religious enthusiasm the insPUeation of right living ....... 

Devotion to ~ma ~:st produce goed men" ,.135 

Howev.!', there aft eales me'll bhakti can dispense one 

of Qharuis .Wh:en the two S4JhtU1!i. to be in contradiction. one -- . ~ 



thus:. vi thout, den,-lng tlaat Rima 1s a hero of" dhaz-ms if 

Tulel!nis l first alm 1s to p:N:sent h1:m. as the snprelQe pole 

of attraction of his devotee '$ love anci affection. 

TUJ;"ning now to the means mGl'e immediately %lelatad to 

salvation, the llext chapter will examine, in itst1rst pI.n., 

the views of flu.l.sf Di. on thB Brahman. the Gu:f''Q;, and. the 

,Sirea, and in the .ecorulp.,.t., his views on blulkti, which 



JllSt a. ~ulsr Dia does Dot tl'bQlish the importance of 

Dh.N.j. :50 his views on bma-bhakt1 as the $up1"eme means of 

salvation does not lead. him to sapp1"ess the importance of 

the Brahman. the Gu:pu. or the Slxaes as v.lid intermedlep1es 

between Rio and his de'Yot:ee. 

Ih ~e Authority of the Brahman, the Guru. the Sires 

!he preeminence of brahmlJ:ahood i.clearly tapheld in the 

S.ns~lt Rimiyana. Rima is $&$11 \)estowing immense wsalth on. 
. . 

the !rllhm.D$. 1 Bl'ahmans advise the kitlS hew to perto1:"m the 

sael!"iflee. Z Ind.ra 1s dist"s.&d at having killed a Brahman • .3 

Rima is asked to suMue the demons fttOI- 'the good at 'bhe Sltahmen:. 

and theoows·.4 Vilmfld. ehoQ coneern over the sup$Flo~lty ,t 
tl:le BPsilman ,,·ver tb.eKsatr'7a. "Aeeul!'sed i$ the warriol'll$ tuight, . . 

the real might is thespilPltual rl11ght" ,,> !pahmanl!ood:1s also 

" .. 
aeen as a promot1oru the virtuous Vlsnmitra aCflu!res t:ttrough 

asceticism the pan of b:ttahmal'lbQOd.,.
6 thus mald.ng him worthy 

1 - -' R. V. j~ Bala-kands. p. 8 2 -. •• 
ldem~, P. 23. 

3 Idem 'I p. 57. 4-
Idem;r P. 59. 

5 ldElmJi p. 114. See a 180 pp. 11Q ,,11.3. 
6 Idem" p. 41. s.e alse p,. 1)0, 148. 

11$ 
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ana capa.le of de11vElz-lag manot his oJt>tence.1 

Obedience to th~ Guru 1s a~so vallled Ul the Sanskrit 

Ramsyana., wmIl0 Vilm1ld t a disciple, JBheradv;j.~ 1s described 
,).1-

w1thldm1~ation 8S "obedient to the eom:nanu of h1$ ~urun.8 

tang De~a~atha hes his plans approved byVaslstha, his Guru.9 
• • 

who plays It eentrsl rolain the royal eourt.10 

VilmIk1 speaks with respect of the du~y one bas to 00&7 

-the comraand of his si:pe. Thus, he shows Rams ever obedient 
11 to his father. refusing the throne Vfp~.terring to caz.'1!y 

out the eont..rnand of his sil"e'~ .12 Likewise. he is full of 

deterence elnd devotion to his mothers. 13 

iath falsf' Dis. the pJ.l'eem1nence 01' the ar.b1un 1s even 

more f'Gree:f'ull,. DPoUght out. tfhe Brahmans solve 1111 doubts 

that Sprillg trom ignorance. They rare o&lled "gods on eal"th'tt14 

endaI'D pat on an e~u.l .;toot:i.ng with the gods when the poet 

exela1:ms: "1ftJ1 th 1'o1d$4 hands :t do homage to the :feet of gods 

aad !par~n.H.15 

Even it the Ill"ahmana 8" uaually mentioned after the gods, 16 

Yulsi Das Shows them mere respect then to the latter, towards 

whom, as we have seEH:a., he occasionall,- diz-ecits hostile shafts. 

-------- ----------------. . _-----.-
7 Idem. p. 48. 
8 Idemj~ p. 9. 
<I Idemll! P. 29 

10 Idem, pp. 32 ft. 
11 ldeDljf pp. 8" 25. -
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fhe poet calla hlmaeU SI servant of ParasuN I • Brahman: 

DHow can·. ssrvant .tight with his ustep? Ceas$ :from your 

t"fU"'1. rloble .Brahman" .,11 R9 8leeps at t;he teet of a Brahnlant: 

,. sign of love and devotlQn.18 m& goes $IS taJ? as 4eelalPing 

that II Brahman is to _."wreDe.. though M 'lte devoid of 

8CK>dness 01' virtue, 1::nolt a siVa naVer. howE/tva]? virtuous and 

laarnecil" .19 

Likewise_ the roleGf thflGuI"U is moJ'e b.1ghly valued. in 

the Rimcar1tminas. In an o:p~n1ng. hOlTlage which finds no 

par1l11el in the Valm:tklan version.. the Guru 1.3 called RaJ.-l 

in human .form. who heal$ sll111"e's ills" i33?ings :f'01"tit jO'1, 

disperses :1gnor~n.'.I;ce., and grants mastery of 811 pertection.s.20 

One's Guru is to be kept Informed 08 all actions of his 

dillciple 'e "Lo~d tb.el"e 1s a s:.,,1ng ••• that if 8 man hides aupt 

fpc. his Guru, hie soul finds no enlightenment". 21 Be is 

He is also to ba $()flsnl ted on important matters. Whereas 

'filmIld showed King :Oelal"atha consult1ng b.1s eounsellers with 

rega1'd.8 to the nominat1on ethis eldest Bon all %"egsnt;~2 

1T Idem. 
lS

Idem, 
19 . Idem. 

D. 281, p. 23$. 
D. 351. p. 160. ." Aranya.- kIQ ds.O. 32. p. 317. 

• •• 

IW_ 

20 Idem, Ba18-ki~da. t . .. e. 2~ p. 2-3. 
21 . !n 

Idem. c. 45, p. 28 •. 
22 M., BAle ':"kinda. p. 23. - •• 
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- '. 'ulsl Da.s has h!meonsult his Guru, VfUJis'ths f before hla •• 
counsellors.c3 It is l.ikewise he who bestow.d the nema ot 

.21+ each of' the King's fO'\lir sons. Following 'i;heseme tl'*end., 

aims and his brothel" Lakfld:~;1 ere ShOWll lf much mozt6 In the 

Bimea:r:1tunlls than in the Sans'k:rit l!:ip1ixaftll._ highly devoted to 
. . 

V1sV8m1tra J theill' Guru. andsilabmisslve to his wl11.,25 D1s-

respeei~ to the GUl*U i8 _allad. a he:lnou3 sln.26 and. 41strust 1n 

his word. Nins the hope ot w1ml1ng happiness ol!"8uecess.21 

However., should the latter teach the doctpine 0'1 the Impersenal, 
28 he must 'be resisted.' 

... .... 
uturil association. for T1illsi Das. he cloes not l?-esltate, at 

times. to raise the pllrents to the same dignity. Thus. one of 

the charaetel'isties of sinnel"s is to l'sy no Nspect to "mothep, 
30 

tatb.er~ guru 01" Bralmlan". 

By upholding devoted.$ubmissivsn$ss tow9~ds tfmother. 

tather" guru, or :Br9h..!Uan1~. aa well as to the gods .. al'beit with 

reserve for the lesser gods. !ulsl Das gives an indication 

of his efforts to ba~on1se the beliefs of t~sd1tlonal Hinduism 

wl th his doetrine ot the eakt.1-marga. 

p. 81. 

28IdemJf lJttara .... kanda. G.106-107, 
Pt~. 48$-486.·· . 

29I~EI~'~ BSla-k;tifa, Q.183,p.l4. 
)0 . u· -' ~ 38 Idem. ~~ ·ttara -kan(ia, v. , 

p., 4.$l. . •• 
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In the several mean$ he had suggested ti::J; obtain deliver

ance. VilmIki had laid the seed ot the bhaktl movement which . . 

He had. seen sacl"'.tlee !fn.G morti:f':tc~at:ton as means of 

destroyi.tlg si~l or to obtain a tavor~2 Baud upheld the 

performance offunel"liil l'itas tor the deliveranee 0.'£ the 
13 l$oull! Clf on.' s ancestora. He had given examples to show 

that yogic penances can ol.'Jtein benefiel.al results~4 M'o:z:ae 

'Chan Otl.e # he had eneoursged devotion to ilva~5 
He had favoU:t'ed the reading ~l". hEH~lrin,got the story of 

Rima ,aal s form of salvifie p1"setlee. which f7S$S from sin, 

pNeu:-es "greatness in (one'tst. own oast;e"~6 and. prepares for 

heaven~7 
He had pro!,osed an ex~m.plar of dellrotio11 to R8'm.a in the 

, .. -per'son of Site. whose tender:' feelings tor her husband she 

eOlupsl"ed to II bUl"n1:ag :fire. capable of consuming har uttel'"-

11!8 Likewise. :8b.arata iJ' who was shown prostrating himself 

)1 .. - 36,48. R .. V .. , Bela ... k!Jnda.. pp. - •• 
..32Idem• p. 24. -3lIdemir p. 88. -
14 Idem p. 88. -' 

35 Idem, PI> '. 56, 89-92. - . 
36' ,!dem, 'P. 9. 

31 ~. pp. 8-9,10,9). 

38 Idem A:ranya-kinda, p.165!i. 
~ .. .. 
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at Mil brothept, fe$t, was said, to 'Be ttlll or affection tor' 

h1m.19 

Yet d-l).arw~. not J{haktl. TrIal! consldeIl'sd the higb.est vil"tue t 

"! eon,sider loyalty to one-s word. to be the most pigil pe~80n

»1 duty and the essence of all the vb,'II'cues" .40 - -Wi'th ~lsi :Dea .. Ilot only all ,sslv1tle P:PI!JH~t:tCr-;s eulnd.!late 

in bhskti;, but the,. aN vlorthless 1flthli)ut 1t. .Although he 

does not exelude the important s,alvit':h~ 'Vslue of kn,owladge,41 

pzc.a7er l• and. the pezaotormance 'Of all religious duties;42 a1.

though he said that "there 1s nothing in the world that cannot 

be accomplished. by penaneet+.3 fuls1 Des ,alues all these as 

lO :rthless without Rima-bhs,kt1J ftCssts. :family. religion, high 
, ._. I " • 

a un who has all these tltQt has no 'fa i,t.h is 11 ks 9 cloud 

that has no waterff
• 44 

With an inai$tanee that fInds no pal"allel in the S~rmkPlt 

Rimiysna, Tulsr D.~$ pJlla1ses the s~lvif1c ,efl'eet45 of the .-- ,. 
telling ot the Lake of Rams's Acts, whIch, throughithe g:pece 

': w, • ., . 

- 46 'Of' Rams, Nmoves doubt. igno:panee" s:r-rol"', and eSl"ries one 

across the ri'Ver of re b1rth •. 4 7 
T. , ., .... 
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Whenever 11 lIituation lends itself to It, he attHets 

attention to the ll!ll~tual :lave between Rim.a and, his brothers,46 

- ... - 49 ....' 50 •• tween Rams and Slta. and even betTiJeen Rams and tl'ia ,gods. 

Repeatedl:y. he p:f'sises the love of' the ~evot..a - whom he 

calle "aervantn51 -- for R~m& pa?t1eularly t~ough the modsl 
$3 - .54 he sets forth in the person of lStt.ar~ta 1111 ... Iianuman end the 

crow 1!huAundi ~5 Likewise. he extolls aame' IS lOTi) 1"ol'i his 

devoteer$6 particularly the pepent~nt s:tnner.51 as is illustrated 

-by the aecount ot the encounter between Rem.e and his devotee, 

the demon Vibh4sene. ,58 
• • 

He stres,s$s ttulte foroihly the potier of'Rama's namJ9 

which" uttered. but once, a,llGwl! one no1~ only tos9V& himself 

buttQ 'Decon:e a saviour for otbers.60 He aaSUr8S his reader 

-that Rams can, through. his l1'B !'O7. exterminate sueheumtes 

a8 wrath, lust, greed, pride and delusion. whose ipr$sistiblEi 

Dtigb:t could otheX"W:1·se OV$r1;hrQW in the twin'kling of an eye the 

souls (,i ssges. 61 

When Tulsl' De. speak5 of liberat.ion of the devotee by Ri. 
_. he mai.ntains that on$ retains his ~er8onal:ttyj thus aJ.low-
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ing h.im an etern:1ty of wOI"sh!p, whieh ;t8 the eumndt of bliss. 

Thus, it 1s bees u,se or bhakti that King Da!aratha was not 

tiN» ssad" (1.e. :reabsorbed into f!rahrdn) b'l,.'lt was admitted to 
.... 

an eternal state of COJ.f.lll1Un:lOll with Ra.ma = 

Dass:ratha had devoted h:tlf!salf' to w2,:i?ship of t::1.9 se!)srate 
object ('bhed-hhaldil):r and th8t. tJmj. is why bEt had :not 
attalnsd. to 11bM .... s,tion (moltsa); fox" ~J.osa Who worship 
the ptu'''sonal are not P81e,as"d .. but Ram.s gPtu::rts them tal th 
in :'118 own pars<cn ... 62 

11~ does not follow from the above that man :r-eaps the 

$QITL~ie fruits of t.ltte1"ing p~!lUl 's !'lame irreg!lrdless of his 
63 lnaer dispositions. Among the nine kinds of bhakti, he .. ,,"'. 

mentiO:1S , foX' example J: th.a necessity to be witl-ioI.outprlde, 

to hav~ reJcJ,cted hypoer!$Y, to have $$lt"'control~ goo~"1eas. 

and detachment fro:m rnueh busilless;,: ~. be content with w..~at 

Pl'Qsperi tyone has and never even dl-eam of another IS faul te, 

to be tlP7ight and i"rae trom guile.64 
.. ... 

the Ramcaritmanas 
j , 

ltathes in a m~ch more intense mystical atrnosphel"e. Su'ch 

rapturous transports of devotion as thli;l~ fol1o~.ring, for 

e_mple" are not to be found in the Valm:tk1an v~rs1on) ftery ... 
-... ... - ... lng tRamal Ramal' and again 'Ramal snd yet. S!gSlin 'Rems, RemaP 

62 
Id.err~", 

" .. 63 
La~Ba-kaads, o. 110*.p. 425. 

••• 
:sala .... ki'oda" C .. 29, p. 19 • . ':' . 
L~:r·lin:ra .... kanas.· .o. ,34, p. 318. . .. " 

Ayodhyi-ki'nda.D,. 155, p. 224 •. 
••• 
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the nilS (1)a •• !"atha) parted r.rom lilaghu;lt«p" .'andoned hi$ 

body and en-te:red the shea' of the gods tt • 6$ 

Several othe:r passages eou.ld he C{uoted to mow that in 

~ulsr Dist 'Version,. the dimension or lov$ and devotion. is 

fllueh more emphasized tluln i~, the parallel JlIU!lSGgesof' Vel. 

ntlkl 'J s versi on. POl:' example, the account of a$ma t s breaking 

of the weapon; 66 his mt:u!'rj.ege withSita; 61 the attitude of 

- t 6R -Rami 8 companions 'Wllile he roams in the f' Qrest; , !48l"ic a f s 

secret wish to become ~a:rl-bhakt$ when asked 07 Kavana to 
. '., , . 

- M -deceive Rama by taking the torm. of a (1$$1"'; Sugr'iva t llluJee"le - ~ - .-vow to worship Rame day and. night; I Beili and 'rars fS l"&$J.ueet 

to'l!' the boon 01: pe:rtec.t ta1th.;71 Swmyamp:rabha's v~1t to Rim.;?! 

the spies t converaion to aims; 73 the ,at,mosphere in which the 

building of the brio,ge is cer:r1.4 out; Ktu.nbhakarna's waking 
• 

words eone&r~'dng Rima end his own brother- who had become Bama' II 
votWy;74 Indraj1ta 1 e 4.y1ng wOl"4llt uWhere 18 Rims'·,?S Mando-

4&1"'1'e sentiments of i1el"Gt1ol1 towards aima; the .et1ng of aima 

and the "utterly low-bo:rn N'1si'4aft ,Who tell t.tneonso1ouSI top 
• 

10'9'. of hiSl mast$r; 16 the ep!s.aa of Ita_ t •. :return. to AyodhyiJ 11 
_ J:; • 

. .. .. 
Ob.. 1. P.' 329. 
c. 2S. P]). 335-336. 

I 'f 

71:[dem. Stqjd~a"kind., :D.5'1. 
--Po ,)61.. . ••. 

14Ident .• C. 64. p .•. 396 • 
. ,.,J ... 

7'::>Idem. D. 76., -p.·402. 
76 I demllCh 10 31., p.. 430. 
17_., Ut tal1'8 -k8~dS., tlh. 2 t 

. p. 434. ~", 

78Idem• e. 11- Ch. 6, pp. 
431-45'0. 



theo"wi11l ceremOlll,18 ,,11 these auggest a degree of Bhakt:1 

as' to •• ~&und in the Sanskrit Rimalana. 
e 

Flollo'Wing the aa_ t"n4. saae ep.isod.es with an1ntense 

atmcsphereef Bhakt1 h.'V's 'beea a8.4.d 'b1 l'ulsl Ds.. Por .:rampl., 

hera eri tical tto't1bts we.re resolve',; she began to love and trust 

in Baghupetl t s teet tf •
19 Likewise. the strange ep1sode a'bout 

a 70ung ascetic '. who $ome believe to be the poet, himself_ 

recognizing in Rima ','t.l.is own .sdQ14 ed. divinity·SO has .been. added 

- ~ - - -b7 ~uljsi Das. Again, ~ encounter of RaQ with Valmiki" in 

the latterts hermitage. where VS'lld'k1 enumez-ates RRma'. divine 

.1.1811 ties, 81 fInds no parallel .in the ~Sauult ep! •• 

- -T~;t~.i DaIS enhances stl11 mol1'6 the atmosphere of Bhaktl -7 

intPOductAg devotees who d1d notappeSll:" in the p.&Jballel passage, 

oZ the Yalm.ild.anftl"s1on. for exanq?le.,t onl,. Ttll.r :08$ repoJtts 

that Janaka"s Whole ecuri p.1d a visit to the exil.ed. Ram., 
suldina that than~s to Ib..kt!. no one "f'elt the least tatip. 

~ ..• b eRQ 1f.a~i.n.ss from. the$,l" Joune.,. • . 

On the other han4. fulsf ni. shews less concern ter the 

duties of the king)).,- oft1~ •• than did Me predecemn,ol"':. Rama 
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18 not tlrstand foremost the perfect kirl,l, attentive to his 

Bhen. i' 'but • supreme hs:po ot B.hakt1, eoneerned. sbove all 

with his votsries' leve :tOl!' him. For :bu!tanee It DePeas vil
rdk:l had shown King Daisf'athe summOlling :irahmen.s end. the 

leGding elders of tae chief towns srui y111ap8 awaitIng the 

JileuJult of' theip deliberation. en the euee~uudo1'ltG the th.:!:-one .• 

'u181 Dis shows him aaJin, nIf it Bl$ets with my couneelloN' 

approval It, but in tact onl'1S'Wl'18ntl"s 111t heap·c! voicin.g hi;. 

eOBsent.83 Llketd.se. he Qm1ts moat of the organ:b~;ation.l 
dett11JI!I84 given 1.11 Vi'lmild. '. Vel"$.10n85 with regaris to the 

preparat1onfor thalasal coronatloa. 

In the saD'le t:rentt, he leaves outimpertant p$!.sages of 

the Valm1itlan 8p1e dealing With. the du'ld .. e,s of a 'Jd .. ngj; such 811 

. ........ . 86 theopen,ing seetion of uuvk Ill:. as 111811 as the retinders 
. - . 87 . .'. by Ra. f II e14e1"8 of' his roy.l alltle. • "Quite .s1gn:t:f1osntly, 

ill somewhat le~7 passage in Valm!kl'. version,as where 

Ri. 1s seen IlU&lI.rtlonlns Iharata eonoe:rning the discharge of 

hi. :ro;ral duties is eomplete17 em1ttea in the ~imearltmal'l!.!l~. 

othel" sim11fu." Valm1klan palls$ge. are sya'tematleal17 emitted 
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'by Tulsl ;oes.89 So 1s the long list of' lIlu.llt1es that would 

make Rima tit tor .the kingly office. 90
1 Again,. wherea. vilm!k:t 

had shown Bherata 8ceompanie,d. b7 an army a. he set out to meet 

Rima in the tONst.tl,IUln nes makes no reter-enos to $!Ill·eh. an 

_aanlz.,4 'bedy, -whieh suggests the ~uler l'athlS:£il than the olr)ject 

of a.votion. 

The tl"'end is .1$81". lieauty. susgestive of Bbaktl,. and 

not o:t-de1"lyorsanisatlon, IlUSge1iil'liive of Dhsli'ma~ 1$ Tulsr Dis. 

_in concern, In Tula! Dis l ,.7el!~ Rams 1s not. fir$'t and 

to"111ost~ a ruler and III p~t8etor>iI' but the dominant eenter o~ 

his people t s 10T9 Stnd devotion. He is not merely I great hero 

prince; he is the incarnation of the Supl'*eme A'bsolute. 

For Tuls! Das. aama is the supreme hero of BRAU!. With 

him. 1,0781 dovetednes,8 beeomes raptul"ol.U! d.votlon • 

.. Ide' •• pp. 41. 101. 

ta Idem. Ayodhy;" k.uia~ pp. 160-164. 
. ." 



GENERAL CONCLUSION 

The IIIboveeompaNtive study has shown that 'luIs! Dis' 

main purpose 1s not 'bss!c$1l7 the.Glogilcal~ but eXhortative. 

It la. 1n etteet~ ae a 'I>,$t and a· devotee, much more than as 

$ theologian, that he went$ to proesent his dIvine Hero" and 

promote the supreme vlIlue ",t th.&· loving devotion tow8!'ds 

this -Absolute made man".l 

With thil! end in mind, hedraw8 from tM main sourees or 
the Hindu tradj,tion, Which he studied with intensive dare tOzt 

f1fteen years at Jenar$ •• 2 . As to his. devotion to Bama.. TUler 
... . 

Dee 1s indebted to his Gut-ttl' Na~hari" himBelf a descendant 

of ;a;manands. 1tJhile the latter ha~ ol'lginally been a follower 

of the Vaisnava school of aimJ'nuja" he evelltuall,., d$voted •• •• 
himself to the exclusive cult of rt:ma. which he attempted to 

II. 

!'*econcile with the advaita .. doetrine of lanksl"G,J without 

... --departing, howevsp,. .from Rs:tJ:Lav-uja ta ths'olog!cal thought" 

We ha'ife seen how f!Jlsl Dia- practical standpoint., 18. 

not always consistent with his theoretical standpoint. It 

his ettoItts to recap! tuleta the main t:rends of the Hindu 

t~adltlon in his prenntat10n of bl1la--ithakt1 ,U,s. liable to 
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fayol' a rapprochement between the uphol4ers of 41tterent 

theologieal systems or devotlonalsehoole, these err-crts 

px-04uea less satisfactory results to the apeeulative thinker 

who expects MON dootrinsl consistency alla. philosophical 

coherence. 

Chapters I and II 'Of tJ:-~ second pSirt of this thesis 

he va pointed out some of the elements tta.st were not ess117 

compat:tble, sueh as the poet's views 011 Nirgunaand Saguna ., 

Brahman. his .,uivocal present.ation Q:t ai.as both the 
... ... 

easenee of Vlsnu and. his avatare, and (~f Slva as the A8so1ute, .. . . 

hi8 monistic: 'f'ocabulal"1 It:'eten1na to RalU such as "Neti, Net!". 

and ·Sacc14inands", an4 hi. ambivalent attl tud.e tow&pds the 

leaser gods, part1eulal"11 Indra. 

Ihrvertheless, there are some baa;i.'c positions from whiOh. 

he never deviates:: 1) the Alt.olute is afbove &11 a peP80Zlal 

God. who is identified w1'f;;h the inearnsl'tion Rima; 11) the world, 

a mixture of good and had. is B~8h.mgn '8 el'&ation; 1:13.) the 

})est way to attain. liberation is the bhakti-ma:r;;ga, although 

this dc.es not exclude jnsna nor dbarma;1v}:tn spite of the 

lesser gods' wealm.ess$s" it is leg! tinmte to pray to them 

for help. 

,., 

- - .. M t For V31mikl, Rams 1s above all lUte his fetne!" the k1ng' 1%(I)d 

in his duty·,3 who ~t!lnds at the very heal't ot the ideal soe1al 

) 'D ... 
A", '1(1 ... " - Aranye-kan4a, p. 10$. 

• • II· 
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o:rd..r.~f If the subjec'ts al"6 also fixed. In thaiJ::' duty, 

evel"7thing will be as it shou1d be, out t1r$t the king must 

sst the 8xsrtlpla of faithfulness to hi13! SPEH~1tic drJ.tU,"mg as .. ,..., 

T4hile he sleeps. be is awake ;;0 the o:f'«ex-ing 0.:1 his kIngd.om.. 

!fulsf Das goes turths:e. 'T~ •• s(wd.al order he consldePB 

Im:pol't,ant in a city like Ayodb:;ri. to f'oster happiness among 

its .1 tlzens. Anti he acknowledges that :t1d&11ty to dhsl"ma 

is necessary to Maintain that 8'oei9l1 order. But neithel" ti

deli ty to dharma nor S oeial ordep can in themsel vas procnwe 

happiness without the loving p~sence of Rama. \"ilienever- tl:':1ere 

-is a reciprocity or~:f'.fection betwee'n Rams and his devotee" 

happiness it ensured, end eo is the social ordel'" needed to 

malntaiil it. Instead. of being constantly awake to. the order ... 

1ng ot h1~ k:tngciC:;I1'l. Tlllsl Dis' hero iscontinuouslyattent1 ve 

to th$ loving affection of his Q.e"ote,es. 

... ... 
It Val. mild. had bee~ fiu! te ezha ustive When &rttr1Duting 

lists af vitiues to Rama" he had nOl'lStheless givens~.t:tieient 

Ind.ication that he wantadto pras.ent above aU e hero pvinee. 

model ehampion ofEilulrma. 

Tuls! Dis gees further. Hls ia.eal man is not only 8 wi.sa 

ruler. but the d1vi:rle fiOdelof all v!'rjbues. 
. ~.. 

It'1: tor Vilmrki# II man 13 8 model. of integrity in db.iQrma

marga it t'olloiiil$ th-t he is 8 model of integrity in the other 

vl1"t teS. ao wi tb. 'rulsr n;s" when... killS 5. s the divine hel'o ot 
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'bhakt1" it tollows that he 1$ III hero of d.harua-msrss. 

The ldeal .an. tor VilmIld, 1. one who. like Rima, 

un.,uElst1cmnsl,. ob • .,at1p$t the Wlw1"ltten law, expressed 81 

his sireta wlll, an4 tben his other duties, DOth Wl"ltten and 

unwritten. The 1deal m.ID., 113 Wul.r »8".' 87 •• , "Ul 'ft. tbe one 

who, first and tOJ'emost, will giYe ell his aftectioD a. talth -to RIIIu. the incarnation par e%oe11.noe ot the supreme Divine, 

ani. whe wIll lIeeOllp11sh his dharma 88 tift exp:re$,lon of his 

love tor his 41.1ne _l1C. 
We he ve seen that Wtll$~ 1')i .. had ge~:p.l118 •• 1m11ate4 

Vi'1mf'k1 t" Mspeet tt:re 1'1 t.e,. t.adi t1011$" ,cl'iptUl'.~, and. law. 

He be s also given pro6ts of .. sensibl11t1 e,uill to, or .... en 

createl" than, that of his pttedeeessor 'towards the Brahman, 

thaGur~ end the Sire. 

D. eoncept of .dhaPDl8 has W14el'gone .. mor-e subtle 
j 

.",elution. In VilmIk1 1 ... p1. the uuri tten d1lty dleatated try 

\be king 1s given prior:!ty eyU' all o'th.e~ 411"ell. Regardless 

of the motive Qndel'lyina 1t, the eommauof RilU ts s!:Pe haa 

to 'De carJ'1e4 O'ut; it .ar14ea within itsel.f Ua~ ·own e;,:iteplon 

.f author! tr: no. matter whit It. eonten.t ia, ~t 1t 18 the 

w111. of the Sire., it ha. to 1te .be1ed~ He!u~e. the ~nw:p1tt.n 

duty, dictated b7 the sovereign ruler, takes pP$cedenee over 

all other d~tie •• 
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'TheN-s 1ft the Sa1'1Bkrl t Rimijane Jt ftO Ol'UII vas shown • 
consciously .htmnL~g his dbarma' in 01-4&1'" to toll ow the leader'. 

. .. .. 
w111, in the RamcarltuIuUI,people .il.fully neglect their 

dharma in order to show their loving devotion to Rima. 

Although the unwritten duty dictated by the s1!t'El's eapressed 

w111 18 11n8117 carried' out, it would have been of no valqe 

had it not been authenticated -7 Bi. as an act consonant 

with 1thaktl .... ~la. file salv!:f'!. loying communion with :a •• 
becomes "the tast orit$:rlon of brma. 

Normally, ODe must .follow oae' s dharma, diotated by the 

8c, •• pte4 rites" tradi tiona, a,el"lptures and lav, &8 well a$ 

the UlllNr1tten law ezp:rEu!tse4 by the will or the iVu, the 

.ster, the sire, the :tllUJlasn4. But U', out of sinh" devotion . . 

to Ri_ ,he should ohoose to disregard hie dlrties, the Lori 

wlll atteetionatel., 'f.nule~stand fI·nd the poet will Wholeheart ... 

e41y approve. 

Ideal. ful.r Dis n.e~ep 10SG. sight ot .. this supreme 'G~l ot 

811 hUlUnexlstence. Wbere Vilmt1d. speke of immortal:tty in ... ,. 
heaven, TtlllI! Das speaks of an everlasting Com.munlon with 

the Aba 01 ute. 

With the 80knowle4peat in Rima oj~ the inc arna tion par 

e:znl.lcu.. of this Supreme Abso1ute. .!ltd with the a.ceptanee 

of ai. '. incarnation 11$1 proof o~ hiall d1"ine love for 
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humanity. 1t toll ow. a8 a normal eons.t_noe that .U1'$ e1'.torts 

to attain tinal li_sa-ati0. ahcntld be in the line of loving 

devotIon towaJ."'da :sima. ~le fulsI Diad..a not deny the 

imp9l"'iaaee or dba"a - whigh ",aI!!J eent ... l in Vilmlk1 '. epie -

and the other classical .flns of 11l1e:t'atlOQ suoh .8 kn.wledge, 

p",.e~ to the god., the P6l"tOPl1l8nce ot' all peligic:>us ,pit,es, 

ascetic pensnee, h$. still eone1,stentl,' mtd.ntsins the suprema",,. 

of the bhakt1-.pl!., to the point lib.el"e the original .pie 
, """ 't"!.:!' .. h$s beccnte a manuel otdsvotlon. Wlth Tulsi •• &, Ram. the 

wl.. Nler h.. 'b. eo_ the SuPJte~ a nd Loving A~solute 

incarnate; alta the loVing wite" mUU!-ata the lde.l brotmr" 

and Hanuman. t:he devoted aer"l'nt have !J8come the pel"tect models . .. 

of the aima devot •• ; Ayodhyi; the o.pital~ haa beeom.e the 

"rract context of loving WO:P8h1p to aima, without whose 

preaenee the 'beauty of the eity wOlild :1919. scsethtng ot 

ita .asence. 

tu1s! D.8 •• :lewa on tiheAluS01ute I •• persQI181 and. en 

the po •• :tlld.llty tor that Aos:01uta t·G oomrmtnicate with elNltat10n 
. . .. " . . 

throup -li 8'U pariieul8J.111,.t:b.rouah :ttll in.araat. to!'D!; 

aSme, have 184 him to present. revls.,(l ~ag. of the Ideal 
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social order. represented l$y the city of Al'.dhyi. '!'he •• me 

views have also led him to introduce SlnotheF new dimension 

to Valm!'kl' s aimiyma tIh1eh not only perva". the whole story 
• 

but beoomas its dominating t2'811;.1:911' •• the logic i •• lear; 

to the inoarnate Lord.!. love to;e man c:o*,rea.pontis mln'l'a love 

to~ the 1ncamat. Lori. Th. 1tlu.\kti .... l"S. 1s the n,tUJ;lsl 

"lIpon,se to God I s 8~11ci tude ftf/} nan, p ersol'ulll.ed. 1nR'lim.a. 

.. .. 
It, in the RiDloaritIlltlS8, 1Jhakti __ ~la has beell liven 

priority overall tOl'RlS of auth$~ltT air dhama, it doe. not 

tollQw, as has alrl!uuiy H~n stated. thmt thess hIIve lost 

all their value. Howevar. it does tollow that their ltAportance 

has beeio·meseco>:'ldary to that efbhakti .... a1-ga • 

.. 
w111 'be loving deTotion to Bema. Normally, this will not 

oblige the -vota17 to choose between the line ot $onduct dictated 

by the imperative. of dbarm.a ~ written 01' unwritten - and 

the exlpneiElls of l4laktl. Should theN arise such a. conflict, 

then one shou14 give his preteN:rlQe te· bhakt1-marl8jJ tor It 

1s imposa1hle to en lIlen om .ctsou1i, ot de..,Qt1oa· to'I!J It8ma. 
~ ... I,. tollow!. Ita_ '. 8ZP:peBsed will." ~hat. he oltey lUs 

tath.r'a COMmand, Bharata t'inaU,. agNea wii;h '07 to "place 

hilSl brother as l"epnt; an $et which would. otbe1'W1se have 
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I,pear'sd to him ,,$ being l?ep::r.sehenslhlel. It was important tor 

him to know that ultimately nei thaI" Ds!aratha n.or even Kat-
... .... 

key! was responsible tor the d..cia ion to send. Rama to the 

torest and replace him b7 his !trother. !'his decision was to 

be attributed to "tate". that 1s to the Lord h1mselt. 'rhe 

apparent eontliet ... tveen 4llJu.wma aad bhaktl 'Wa. b~ .In illusion, -....... 
an etfeot of !!!l!.. on which tb.., A.sQ;i.ut<& hall full power au 
dominion. 

Iha!"ats pre41eament has tou:Q:d sa be_ .olution. He 1. _6 
longer confronted Wi th the situation wherein he haa to eon'" 

tOli'll to the le ss appealing of the alternatives: obedience to 

a morally douBtful command to uatt;pp h1a'bl'Othtu~t8 twone. 

agaInst the :respect top a long t1l'ad:I:tlon WbereDy the eldest 

son 1s the rightful help to 'the royal. throne. 

With fulsr Das, Bhllrata'. $upreme or1tel':"1on of decisions 

becomes the personal will of Rima.. 8'11t8 very nat~e. iimals 

will cannot be ult:tmetely detrim.entsl to the bhakta. T'brough 

bhaktl-me1"iS, the devotee oan p~e:pe. 'the tau of illusion. 

of' wbich the Lord. 1s the m'HJtel";t and lea~n the infallible 

w87 to complete realisation in eV6l"lsstmg .oDlmunlon with 
,/ 
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APPENDIX 

Note I 

!'he differenees between the two Ilceounts of this epieode 

deser'tl'e closer attention. 

l:n the Sanskrit Rim.lana, Bill accuses .Rima for having 
• 

treacherously struck him tr'QIr1 behind While he was fighting 

with snother. In hereA words, he expresses his deception to 

dlscoyer that such Ii behaviollr should be that ot the Prince so 

uni 1"91"S&11'1 acclaimed '0'11' his virtue. 

By way ot justlf'ication, Rima off'sr,. e triple explanation: 

1.. He is in the serviee of Bhs1"8ta, ruler of the enti!". 

"World, whose dQt'1 it 1s to put; down transgression .. 

Since, by having msztital relst,ions with his sistel"-in

law, Bill is guilty of having violated justice, Bhsrata 

had to punish him by deeth: "The man who make. his 

daughter, his sister or his sister-in-law an object ot 

lust is punishable by death; this is the law".l 

~~. Sinee he had promised Sugrrva" his friedd, he would 

reSDre his wife and kingdom, he had to honour his pledge. 

3~. Since Bill is but s monkey, un has the :!tight to treat 

him like any other animal, i.e. kill him even it he is 

already engaged in battle: f! Ib.lllt boots it.. whether thou 

didst enter into com.at with me or no, since thou art but 

II monkeY',u2 

1 -R.V ... K1ekindhe-kaJlds., p. Ill. 2 ~. •• 
Idem, p. 2l3!D 
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'rulsr Das does not try to hide the fsct·that Rams hit 

his enemy while the latter was engaged in battle with another. 

Likewise, although it is e01.1siderably shor-tened, Bili's 

reproach is basieally the same: "You have shot me like some 

huntsman".) 

Eima answers by giving this one justification: ftA younger 

brothep'. w.ita, a s1ster. the wite ot a son and II virgin maId 

al'e al.l alike; if any look on these w:1.th a lustful eye. in the 

slayinlg of him there is no sin". 4 

He then accu.ses Ballot haTing. t:b1'ough pride,1"efllsed to 

tollcltll his wife t II advice not to fight with Strlgl"i"a, even though 

he knew that the latter was p.rotaeted '87 Rama t S $tNng aN. 

t.rhua" 'ruls! Dis mot cnly lea"ea Cltilt twa of the thPee re •• ona 

Rima had offered in Vi'lm1ld f • version to justifT his set. but 

he alters 13811's motivation tor accepting the challenge to fight 

his brother. POl' Vilmlk1, BSl:1 accepted ths challenge because 

he was convinced that a virtuous P~lnce 11ke Rima would never 

attack,him while he wss engaged in combat with another • .$' The 

implication In·luls1 Dis' parallel passage 1s that the guilty 

Bili was tull7 aware that Rima not onlyhsd the po~er~ but also 

the right and the dutl to slay. him. 

3 - 8 H.L.A.B., Kisk1ndha-k9nda, 0.9, P • .32 • 4 . · .. Idem., p. 329. 
!? !h!." Kiskindha-kSnda, p. 201. 

• •• 
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~is is an interesting ease. amol!lg many others, Whel'8 

Tuls1 Das clearly attempts to rehabilitate hi. 11191"0 by completel)" 

changing not the material aat itself, but the motivation and 

the circumstances underlying it. 

Note 2 

It must be added, heN, that Hill's translation ot mili 

as ttl11usion" ma'1 be misleading. The term maya may also be 

used in a theistic sense, denoting the orde~ of creation and 

the power that hI-ought 1 t into existence. It the vocabull.ry 

18 at times misleading (e.g_ Miza, Netl Net!, Saeehi4ina:DdS, 

Nil'"lu~a Brahman, which llire een1il1'lsl to the Ad.vaita system), 

one must alw87s beer in min.d that ifulll! Ds. will m vel'" admit 

a pOSsible reabso!?tion with Bpahnuiilft SIS the ultimate nal1&at1on 

of cr6lstlono !he goal of hliman happitlLeaS consists in an etel'l!'lsl 

union with B:rahman. pel"soni.tied in Rima. 



' .. APPENDIX 

Note I 

The differences between the two accounts of this episode 

deserve closer attentiono 

In the Sanskrit Ramayana, Bali accuses Rama for having .. 
treacherously struck him from behind while he was fighting 

with another. In ha'rsh words, he expr'ess~s his deception to 

discover that such a behaviour should be that of the Prince so 

universally acclaimed for his virtue o 

By way of justification, Rama offers a triple explanation; 

1. He is in the service of Bharata, ruler of the entire 

world, whose. duty' it is to put down transgression. 

Since, by having marital relations with his sister-in

law, Bali is guilty of having violated justice, Bharata 

had.to punish him by death .. "The man who makes his 

daughter, his sister or his sister-in-law an object of 

lust is punishable by death; this is the law"8 1 

2. Since he had promised Sugrlva, his friend, he would 

reSDre his wife and kingdom, he had to honour his pledge~ 

38 Since Bali is but a monkeYl man has the right to treat 

him like any otheranimal~ i080 kill him even if he is 

already engaged in battle:"What boots itl' whether thou 

didst enter into combat with me or no, since thou art but 

a . monkey? ,,2 

1 R.V., Kiskindha-kanda, po lllo 
2 .. • 0 

Idem, p 8 213. 
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Tulsl Das does not try to hide the fact that Rama hit' 

his enemy 'while' the latter was engaged in battle with another. 

Lik~wise, although it is considerably shortened, Bali "S 

I'f:ilp1?{HICn is basically the I~Hnne: "You have ahot me like some 

huntsman ii • .3 

Rama answers by givin€$ this one justification: "A 'younger 

brother's wife, a sister, the wife of a son and a virgin maid 

are s'll alike; if any look on these with a lustful eye, in the 

slaying of him there is no sin".4 

He then accuses Bali of having, through pride, refused to ' 

follow his wife's advice not to fight with Sugriva, even though 

he knew that the latter was protected by Ramats strong arm. 

Thus, Tulsi Dis riot only leaves out two of the three reasons 

Rama had offered in Valmlki's version to justify his act, but 

he alters Bali's motivation for accepting the challenge to fight 

his brothero For valmlki, Bali accept~d the challenge because 

he was convinced that a virtuous Prince like Rama would never 

attack him while he was engaged in 'combat with another.5 The 

implication in Tuls~Das' parallel passage is that the guilty 

Bali was fully aware that Rama not only had the power, but also 

the right and the duty to slay hime 

3 H.L.A.R.,' Kiskindha-kanda, C. 9, Po 328. 4 --. •. 
Idem, p .. 3290 

5 R.V., Kiskindha-kanda, p. 207. .. . . 
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This is an interesting case, among many others, where 

Tulsi Das clearly attempts to rehabilitate his hero by completely 

changing not the material act itself, but' the motivation and 

the circumstances underlying ito 

Note 2 

, It must be added, here, that Hilll s ~ranslation o't maya 

as "illusion" may be misleading. The term maya may also be 

used in a theistic sense, denoting the orde~ of creation and 

the power that bro~ght it into existence.. If the vocabulary 

is at times misleading (e.g. Maya, Neti Neti, Sacchidananda, 

Nirguna Brahman, which are central to the Advaits system), . ' 

one must always bear in mind that Tulsi Das will ne ver admit 

a possible reabsorption with Brahman as the ultimate realization 

of creation o The goal of human happiness consists in an eternal 

union with Brahman, personified in Rama. 


