
MAGICAL BELIEFS

OF HINDUS.

by

R. C. Bensstn

Submitted in Partial Fulfilmslnt of the Requirements

for the Degree

Master of Arts

McMaster University

September 1923



,

TKagi cal Bel i cis: (.!J~ JtirgJ.a:Ji.
~----------~-----------i'

Until recent yedrs psycholon:Y ':m:':.' reG:1I':led ::"10J~l.::ly, nc [I, h,~nd-
, I

"":", i a of ::18taphysi c;::-_l le~1quiry concerning being and rep.li ty; but
I
I •

to-d:.,s it makes bold to hold up its head among the positi'TO -----

scinnces.
-

7ith its develo~illentJ especially on ,its Bociul 2nd --

an thropologi c2.1 si de ,; lauch 11,:;h t }!:~S bevn thrown upon the thought
I

and life of jriMitiv~ mnn. The genetic study of the evolving --

h'Jxu.',n mind gi va s us oJ pi cture of mo_n as he li ved on tJ1i s pln,net

before the rise of .cilvilizc:,~tion and culture, in 'vhich he <:1.:9pears
I

faced by life' s contrlc,:rj~ties, rul'J. su,r:r.-o-:.mded by s b."." Y".r:8 , ",lysteri
I

eus, unknown power s '.~1115cl'l, '.lnaole to expl,:d:" h' : cok s to control
'i ' %

im. hi s conseles;;, strul{;-gle for Gxi stence. In those eflrly time,S
, j/

the intGrests of '~he ,Igroup Vlere limi ted J , and. intt;llectual XNJ,"'!:"iZ.XXY..
i

functions cxtended sciarCelY beyonol t"Je securing of food L1l1d the -
I

,

\

i •
sp~ecles.propH.gati on of t,he

i

the i 11 stincti ve levell,

Eurliest primitivity was life on
'v-.---

an unde.l.-'::'c:rt.'.wntali:?ed, ul1differenti[~ted

complex of ::lctions £tniC I'GLtctions., the COY"ill'lon birthplace of~ 
I

l' .re ... lglon.

< .

i
i -_/

beli 13f s of Inoi n. :::~T:ni t of 3, tri1')le
I

The ',uu,gi cal

tion:.
I

That 'NT:..! cl'l foU-lol've. t:'.iG law of similari ty (likc producing
, I

like or effect resc~b~ing c~use) is designated 'Ho~oeopa~lic' or

'Irdtrdive' m:'~gic ~:tnd! is evidenced in the ,-"ttcmpt to ;york an ---
i
i

injury to an enemy byi :rnutil:.t ting hi s ino.e;e m,ade in ;N2X or clay.
I
I

The Kayas of t~8 Godatery District engage a sorcerer who goes to
<'

~, ryl~I"el1 t·"ee :"'1 r, 8::,rehcUnsr lLnc l.rpon i t/ ~ affiJ\es an effigy of -
'-'U t.":'"1 ~ ~ ... I ................. ~ _ ........ -

I ,

the intended victim. : Be places bows and ~rrows there, r8cites.~

the victim ~~lldie in the

/
./



I

S02':rletirccs tiJ.G !like11ess of :t"l1pO~:::;O~J.a.-l foe is delinecttC'd on

i;l the cur, en t

I

·oe:tt.en I'.·!~th stones. This swae type of rrwgic exists
-------------+!-----_._"

belief It11"t c. ",')rer;l:i."nt 'JiTOYJr?n nesures an a:nundan.t ---
! • <~ , -

crop while ~ barren w~man has the op~osite influenc8, Qnd ~lso in ~

I

the COYlvi cti on tha t. a 'WOInnn ",r1'w cut F :l double plantain frui twill
I
i

bc.' the mother of twins> Another form of m.(;,gic profesces to follow
,

the l~~ of contQct or cont~gion--thB tran~tlis6ion of an effect from

one thing to another, on ~ccounto~ their similarity or cont~guitYt

or 110 co'use they stand related to each other as CC1use and offec t.

This t":Y'lJe,--'Sympathe~ic' or 'Cantu.gious 1 magic--iu seen in the ---
,
, .

Cllstom pursued' "by Indj[:;,n housebreakers, pf sprinkling ashes t[l,ycn -
I, .

frOlr! a funer'al :pyre/ a~ the door of 8. :house/ in order, t.ho.t its inr:J.ates

Yrln.y sleep 8.S soundly :is the dO:ld during their nefarious operG.tions.

I '

The c1r~r Wt vel s trine of a child) if (.:nclo Eed in a gold or silver Cr, se '
I

8,na tied about hiG Wcdst,'.>dll lJJ.'Ot.-::ct him fror:1 disease and sickness
i./ ....

I

tbroughollt lifo. ABd.in, there is :'Dae;ic in itB more direct) unmedi-
!

t . f . '1, It·t ' b _. ~ ~ +h . 1 ,.a 00. orm, seeD 1n 7,118 sUIJerS"l loue GJ-le! s or u, e masses ln . uC.'<,

omens) carses) the

places c.nd'persons.

rno,~ic[1,l powers. lo.tent in nar.les, ',vords, o.bjects.-:-
I :<!,,"

lIt is present in the sacrifice and on Gvery
,

occasion of the ccrero.qnial, and underlies t.he idea of taboo. A
,

silver tube containing mantro.rrJ.s, tied above the elbo'.iIJ' is proof -.----
I

against misfortune o.,n1 ill-l1il.ck. If a piecn of paper upon which -,-
I

m[~ntrams are wri tten ~ G si"lspended 'by :~, string o.nd. turns in tbe -wind,

it has' within it the Jovier to turn the affections of c~, f,:dthless ---
I

husband towards his w~fe. lien shrivel'before the spelis ond incan-
I

I

tntion~ of the'sorcer~r) and wind and wave, sun, moon and stars) the
I

wec.thgr, all living n4tur~.yea ~vcn the [ods the~sGlve~ capitulate

to the mn,gi CLHl who gl ves the l)roper intonati on to the man trrp.i1s.



(
..,. 'I
.,) )

blo.ok

?hus fur we h[~ve Be'en the:: oj)orL~tiol1 of ma.gic on its :Dositive

side.
i
I

It ha.s ulso its ncga.tivG a.s~ect, seen in the practiGo of ---

taboo, G.oubtless

culture. Taboo

connrcted'in i.t;) o.r~gin vd th the totomic lc-:,rcl of
I

i2 t~e negntive application of practical "1[t2;ic and

in,.i t the' la.w s of E',im~1'.'.1' i ty L:.nd contact are likewi se opGrative.
I
I

lIDon't do
I

this lest that should hap.pon; fl for not only should man

seck what be desires, but he Must also avoid any actiori which will

The thi~gs to be avoided are -
I.JJlIo,,11y,

and it is 'Hell to no to tha~"fGur

bring him cnlD.rni ty or wi sfortune ..

chiefly the snored an~ the impure
I •

Of. ,'~
'j"''". aversion to an oblject ~who.t

I

cetermines its impurity. In ---

e,very :iindu temple i 121 a sanctum :5u,nctorulYJ ivhich must not be entered

except by the priest. 1 I ho.ve v:i si ted thc; Todus on the Niligiri

hills, and explored t~eir houses; but the ono building I was not
I

permitted to I • '. •sec was ·!tX:.e da1ry, whose rltual and cereTiwny constltute·

the religion of tnesc! primitivG :)c,ople.
!

The do.iry, where 'huffalo
I

mi lk i 2 1;1[;.0 e in to bu titer- trt~nsfor:m.ed froil! the sa.cred to trw seculnr
i

-is taboo for all buit the dair.YTLa.n, the tribal priest.
, I

i

Foreign tra.vel ,~nd its consequent association with strangers -
I

renders tlle Hindu imPlure; but to enjoy eocie-i.l nEn intercourse wi th
I

hi s family anr:. fI'iendls the to."boo muy be cancelled by hi s undergoing
I

Prayaschi ttaD1, a cl.ee~lY humiliating ceremony, consi sting in s'IV[.i.llow-
!

i11£ a pill fOTDed "by ;1:he five elci"ilc:nts of [':, cow, and ho:virlg the ':'"---
I

tongue pierced by a ~ed hot £olo.en needle. Indian wonen arc tAboo
iOi~"'d~~at r:iC.mstruatiin and childbirth, and instal10-GSexist of the --
practiseof & couvade in certain backward castes, .bec~use at the '--
cOllfinelnent pr,):dod tlie husband is subj.()ct to the ,same ta"boo as --- .. -

I



Pant~ Reddies oftile
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In South India there are many Totem

his wife.

anim:.1.1s, trees,
( .

implements, nnd

I

I
I

I

I

A wo:nc.n sl1lould. never .£].(mtion hoI' husoi.l.nd 1 s name, -not
!

9ven in her dreo,ms-l~st SOrjF~ di:rG C!.11<.:";11i ty shoulc'. overtake him.
I

The viord' snJ..1(e'~nust nelver be s];loken n.t night, but,· inste[.'d, the -
!

"\VoTd' rope' zhoula 1"')0 Jsed.
I

.0. I h <3 ~sc::;ts WTIong ;,:»udras n.nd! outcC:.stes, 1Nhose GUrniJ.T.1GS arO t. e names" oJ.
I
I

vceet~oles, hous~hold·utenGils and agricultural -
I

many ~f these objects are toboo to the people
I

bearing the se .:?:lrti cullnr Dc.me s.
,

Conjeevarwn the manchi"J11'J. (cot) far1ili8s

and the chintclEi n ~Cl.lu I( trunarind s8r;d)

avoid sl~eping on a cot;,

people resurd the seed of the

ta:m[~ril1d as u thing to! be avoided.

~uestions n~turQl~y ar~se as to the relation of m~gic to other

1

Puzzled by the .---

society.

I

reactions of man's min~, and to the vari~us culture levels of -----

'T'be 8..nimistlic period of India's develop"1lr.:H1;t show:s the --
!

world crovrded with triFie-s, ghosts and demons.

~eanin8 of sidmess anli. death and 1.1J.l of life's viciesitudes"man's

concrete associative tpinking, instinctive and emotional, --------

ex·olaincd the un}:nowabD.e and the mysterious as the VIOl'}: of -------
~ !

dem0niacal powers. F~ar of the ~).nkn011m reacted upon mo.,n .and drove

:-lim. to protecti ye and bura ti ve lan.gi c in hi s atte:rnpt to me chani cally

~ontrol the objects of h~s fear. ~ven in RiB,Vedic times magical

?~acti~es outshone the Soma ·sacrifice "vyhi ch domina ted the di stinct-

lvcly religious life or India.

I "

."
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I

Thl.J -X11'" animi stic 10'+el ViaS a fertile fiold for the progress of ±X
i __

the maGician's art., lEis ,herbs and amulets and· talismans were a

panr;.caea for the ills lof hUYrku1 life, and secured the object of the

heart's supreme desi:r$. It is less eosy to dem'alt"i:ate the limits

I

'endogamy has held the: centre of the st<1tre..." there are not wanting ~Q,7

I
instances of strictly exogamic f2iO}/GS bn.sod on plant and 9011ir'18.l ---

• I .

totems and those rela~ed to the heavenly bodies, found amongst#' --

.... 1 ",.. t . T{',,:loe .r,.oma 1 S, ••o.r:nrD.a~ J

Godo..vory District.

'(""Jus ?}fudiq,'as, and also the Voy"" s of the ----.''j'"(.A.oj; J L; ~ ~

I
Ji.round. the tote:n object hang the crudest -----

I

,

superstitions which hdve furnished a rich soil for the growth of '--

too,Fran this period,. . "1 . .:.... t· ....m..,gJ.c7"~·especJ.8. .... y 'In ~ ",S noGn. lYE: aspec ".
I

rises the belief in t:&e Dnallus as the magic symbol of creative ---
I ~

'! .

power, a.sso ciated ;,l\Ti tf fert,ili ty cuI ts of the soi 1. Phullicis::n --

has exertod its magicionfluence upon the religious lifo of India,

as wi tne s s the carvih~s on the t~mlple s of the 80.i vi te s, and the --.-

',vorship of lingr.un From the sarne lGvel came the idea of the

',hEl.doW soul' induced by the magi cal in ter.Qretati on of drea..rn,.. ,.-- --

images, and also beli¢f in the 'blood-soul'-~ the soul r,esid~'1h_

in the 01000. of men a~d aniI~1als., A long Ii st of examples mip,ht be
I

given to show the inftuence of l)lood magic upon the thought life of
I

thi s peo.Qle.



"Th4t. ~ feti sc:"l,
I

too~ risine: ""hen man @egan to view the ;:,oul a.s -
I

sep~rable fr03 the bo~y, is ~lso a totemic product. It 1 t3 r~n

object occupied by a. ~pi:t'it, POSf3cssed Dfdemon powcr, and able to -
I

!r>.vert calamity and &1 incrc<..lse the food supply. Though the ------
I. ~. :

precursor ofreligiou~ 'images' it is but a'tangible means for the

furtherance of magic. I Thus while representine; a higher lovel of

cuI ture thn,n Anirni sm, Feti Belli sm becmne the realm of. vi Ie st magi c.
I •

If it can be called r~ligion, it is religion at its lowest point of

degeneracy. stic1:<:s ~nd stones, enchanted metals, rings, bracelets

and the images one sebs in ev~ry Indian villa~e arG relics of the
... I '-' r

I

period. in 'I"/11ich demon~ were first believed to indwell inaniY!iate no

I

objects-a period whiph prcSU2~)OEied the; rise ,,~ Cl i ";turG}'\"l:mt a
!

culture which was unajble to free itself from tho death grip of

magical bcliefs anCi 8.1J.l'G.rsti tion ..

From the foregoi~1g we aro led to ask 'Nhc:.. tis the relatioD of

ma"':ic to. science and :religion.
~ ! -

I

A casual survoy of I!1agi cal ~XKXx..X

practise, which on th0 surf[lcc reveals faith.in the uniformity of

TIc,ture, may persuade pne tht1t i,t rests on a scientific basis.

Use'i s freely made byl tho m<:i.gi cian of analogy, the precursor of

science as we conceiv~ of it today. PriDitivG man conceived of --
i

:mutual connections al1ld interactions in nature'J but he never got

beyond the 'Post hoc ~rgo propter hoc' conception and upon this

rock magic breaks itsblf to piecei. Thousands of years before the
I

bi.I' th of Kepler J man Istudi cd the he<:i.Vcns for omens concerning
!

harvests and 'Ifar, andl am: antedat:ing materia medica by "as mrtny -- ::.::.::-

milleniu-us, t::-J.e magicl 'medicine-"rna,n' used roots and herbs in the

control of evil spiri!ts. Fraser ,Qoints out thatjt ;fThe Y'1istaken
I
I

associ:..tion of ideas :'produces i!'!lit£1,tive wue;ic, and the Jjlistuken --
I
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!

I

~ssoci~tion of contiG~ous idsQS 9roduces contagious magic." -----
I

:.:o.gic "knows nothing or. Tllan' S psyc~l1ic nature nor does it understand

the

i
struc,c:-le fOl~ s1'ir.l tual fr.eedoTIJ.. aT t}:lG m.ovemcnt of thou.zht in

~~. .I:'!' '-'

historical evolution o·f tho hu~nn.n s"oGcies. It reveals man, a
! ..

part of nature, interfering in nature's processes.
!

It is.pre-science.

'Ihe fourt;, (AthatvL1) Veda is 0, compilation of l':J.["gic["l verses
!

a11(l for-muLle for brin$ing down male di cti on uiJon one's e118111i e s.

Thi s Vcda i ~ dou'.:lr]8S I cased upon the lifo of the peOl)lo 11S it ----

exi str;d before Rie; Yeaie ti"aes "Nhcn t:'le Atharvan (fLre) cul t vms
.!

• !

. suprc::w. It is not I flopular <.Unone; the 3ruJ12uans, especially those
I

of South India, among! '."Thom it is severely disDounted 'as a work of

philosophico-religiops vo.l"J.e. But the masses ore as yet -------
I
I

untouched 'by the transcendental aspect of thei r. own -:!'elir;ion.. :xN:k
I
I

'Nhilc the Brahmhn iTumprses hLJ1sclf L'l the Upanishads anc follows --

the '.red~nta, the cOnBlfmpcople, un touched by specul[J,ti ve L1tere st s,

remain in N1G deadly krj~ of de~on worship~ and the devil-possess~d
! • •

village rnagiciun of the Shaman type is :faised to sovereign :;?ov[or.

ES2ecially ~h0re t~c ~ire cult is dominant in the domestic life of·
I phase

the pCOI)le, magic ~las obtruded its presence into every !§hm:llieK of

the social and religipus life of m1 India; and one finds it well

niGh impo s ~db1e at tike s to fi ~d a line of dema.,ra tion between the

functions of the'magiblarl and those of tl'JC )riests of Hinduism ... ·
I '

J3ut in general, ,~rhile, religion i:s a social reaction, and se':;}cs to
,
,

consorve) organizo, d~scover, and creatG .values fOr the benefit of
I

the group, magi c showls"thO 0PPo s:L te tendency, in seeking individual

I

value by unsocial means.
!

I

Leuba says that magic is the control of



, "' )~ (-',

hidden pOI'Jcrs ""vhile :rfli~ion i;:: the per8u<:1$ion of psychic "b(;ings.

Both seek ends or v~lhes, but their diverse modes of operation. us

~cll as the results a~hieVG~brand th~n as distinct and separate

rce.cti ons of t:tc lnindl to the experi.ancc s of Ii fe. The:y grew up

side by side out of the so ci.:.i,l cOT.'lplex .of priY~i~t~vi ty, al"!-d h",ve XJ.N.«
• r-
i

been continuous ",Yi t.;:, bach other :Ln their development throuf,h the -
I

centuril":;s.

Let us sec how m~gic has forced its way into the very Gitadcl
I

of India's religio"liI' The cere:noni[~l, th:coughout all its rWllifi-

entions, is riddled w~th its influenc~. In the ceremonial is ---

rnir!'ored the tradi tio
l
6s of the group, and in it 1ve see the interplay
I

between magic .::.nd reliigion, whi eh o,re so inseparably intertwined.
, .

7v'hen a child is born, the priest covers the ,lother and aabe -:lith -

man trams, which in fclTIner de"ys -.,yer,e chanted "IJ:/ the doctor C1nd -t&'e-
!
I

mi clwi f e. Should thGl birth occur on a day 1r:hon the astrologer

announcl':s an 'J.nlucky conoina.tion of.planets, 'calwnity, sure and

sudden, 'Nill fo.ll upon ei t1Wr the mot11.er and. father, the fam.ily ----
I

pro{)erty, some old :::1<.,.11 e O-C fCTilale relo. ti ve J or upon the nC'\'!-:Jorn
r

child. ~herGfore i:ilft s nre gi von ~o Bramnans, suppa sedlY§ll".Y_t:...~~x"L"C

i

for theSi pro.9i tiati o~ of the 'adver se constellations. Then, too,
I

the evil eye of thosd desirous of hnving children of their o·wn, and
I

of those envious of tlhe joys of ot~ers, is always operative. Evil

api'rits are E.i.bOllt, td snatch away the infant. Uncouth, vile figur()s
i

i

are TIlade wit~ cowdung on the "front door lintels, to SCare away theS~

demons. :itorning anq .evening, incense is burned ffur tn.i s same -- ---

purpose, [l.nd Dr handfl~lOf covydung.1if turned t~ree tif'1GS aro'und' the
I

i •

child and then thrown into a well I '''rill keep the boldest spiri t from
,

enteri~g his body. if enalrcod in a'gold or



I

. ~1 ,~ tiD c1 J Je 8 -, .L

,

rt_C' FC ~.,]:' (:10:::'1"103, :t~il"OU.t~:.13tct ) il.... C. I have known parents to ~ig

a pi t in thn mo.nure pfle outside their door', o,nrl lower their' infant
,

into it in full view p.f 'watching demons, who, decievcd by tllis mock

fUYle:ri:l,l, r-eti 1'e. Af~er sunset, tho infal1tis liftod f1'o'.1 hi s' C;1'[l.ve'
I

and t~~Len into the house under c()vc~r of dar:cnc BS, by the happy p:ka-N.:t:s.., /
! •

Anotho:: ceremony of great importance to the Indian l1eo::;Jh.yte 1sL

the Upn.na.yo..nn.;-n (1n1 ti ti on) -a cereI":1ony calculo.. ted to open up the
,

ey~ of the young ~ind~ to God.
,

ArrlongstJ3rahmans it takes plr"ce -:-

at the age of seven Yfars, and .,.J~ •

1", l S thcn that the :;:'"'ubJ:r.an "boy~
,

dons the sacred cord, i 'iiThi ch he come s to regard as a fe ti sch.,... ------

possessing Nagical pokers. The priest chants over him for the
I

first time the rnantra~:a "0fun bhu "bha va su vaha, etc., II which i 5, ...---

designed to.Qoint thoi candidate':s mind to God, in lauding whm!1 this
I

mantra."'Il eX}l<:msts the Sanskrit Voc:iI.Qulary of praise.
I (

T.he sprinkling

of holy water upon hirn by t:oe ::;Jrltiest, aCCOmlJanic'd by appropriate ---
I

man tram.s hand s thc Brb,h'n8..n youihh over to the kind meJ;'cie s of the ~
/.

go~s. p..raongst the s6dra and ot:aer castes is ccleera~ed the -----

Panchakattu (loin clo1th tying) cc!'cr:Jony, which takcs place in ----
I

oarly adolescence, afiter '~:hich tl1.e youth tn.kcs his plac.e as a.., ---
. I

adul t mC:l1bcr of hi G t'i;!roup*

Hagic

Hindus.

[lusricious

function.

bri dee;room

I

is .1ikC....wi!sC present in the marriage ceremony of the
...I'~

Astroloeersl are consulted to determine before.....hand an '"
,

day and tib.1e for. the 'performance of' thi s all-important

i . ,,' + .~ f~ t ' t'~ d"h' ... ,.,Amongst :gnalT,<;uns "tnc vYli'-J:'p~"'O' a c,o "Gon lLrea. 0y 1.. .1.0
,
,

on the wr~st of ~he bride, ~nd by the priest on that -
I

of tho bridegroom, ha~ mae;i cal meani~'lg.
I

So also has the arranging
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of four seed-pans

inE RL~ the nine

(ea~h contrrining nine different seeds reprcsont-
I

I

con~tcllations) s~rinkled with holy wDt~r, one
I

at cnc~ of tho four Pfints of the compass, to represent the gods
,

Indra" Vo.runa, Yama , ~nd So::no.n. During the ceremon~ as the ----~

couple sit before the sacred firo of Vigneswnrudu, the groom ---

thrO\iTS dOVTD blad,o S, of i the n13,gi c dharba gro.s 8, saying :ltffi"dx]jI'It'tx3Q;y..xx

"Oh Dharl)[l.l you can g~ye Toyal powa.I" s and the tea.cher' s seat. il

He then holds in his ~nnd holy water~ sayine "May this water -----

destroy our enemies." Then "I7",hile :..oartaldng of 'a mixture of --,--
I ,

honey, plan tr:tins and ghee, he saYs "I eat thee for the 8:J,l-cc of
I

"hrilli[J,l1cy, luck, glory, power, and tb,c enjoyr;ent of food. II

ceremony the priest y--
t

IJuring~ho'whole

He then passes a blad~ of,dharba grass between the eyebrows of the
I

bride, and throws it behind her, saying, '"With this I remove the

Ievi 1 influence of an~,r: bad mark thou. r:laye st po sse ss, 'Nhi <::11 is like-
I

ly to cau~c ,Yi dowhoOdi. II

re ci to s man tr[1.'TIs whi cb arc calculated to Y'1al(e" the young -::Jri de - ---

frui tful , to charm aV1Tay sorrow and tec.rs J and to prolong the lives
I

As in t~1.C ccrelt10nies which pertain to life, so magi c is ~XIDCX

!

present to function ir the ri tes associated '.vi th death., In the

moment that life depalrts fro:m. the body, ::om: mant"rams purify th,e -

soul and free it from l all sin. Likewise they COnSG-c3Xate the ----
I

I

pyre on which the bodV is cl~omated. If d'eath'occurs at midnight

or on a day of evil o~en, special pUl~ificatory rites nrc :performed.
L--

I

!he palbearers, four ~n nU~berrrGpresGnting the gods at the four
I .

po i n t s of the compassl;-and carrying dharr.)8, grass, 'bal t 011 the "way

to the burninB grol.mdl, and place the bier upon the ground, when --
I

mantroms are recited and the path stre:;wn 'with cool~0d rice to -----
I



I

:9ropitiate the (~.e1:nons! of tlJ,e ''l[1Y~3i,j(''•• ArriYecl ut t.he 1:mrning
I

ground/ the relC'>t i vc ".rho colebratc s the crem,a ti on ceremony I lights
I

!
the pyre, and ca~ries: an earthen pot of water, perforated with

, I

hole s/ ±1ill.e:.e: thrc (~ tilnf s around the prye, and throW's i.t down so

t}:;,at it breaks i,n,to t~le aruallest fr·ugments. Should uny of these --

broken pic~es still o~ntain BOmG wuter, and Rhould birds drink ---

srn<..o.ll children ovex whom these birds may -----

chance to fly;

f, s the corp:':c

F.:r.JLI,ll pieces,

"

for thty will be stricken by disease ~nd de~th.
I

i

is con s1jJ.Y:J,ud by the fiT":", ('9.h~.\.rl,}o. r.:ras8, cut hltu
1

r.trc thr~wn to tIle v,rinds to the accompaniment of
I

mantr[~s. The discm~odicd s9irit of the deceased, na~cd after -
i
1

cremation, is clothedjby offerings of water, balls of rico, a ----
i

1 +~ 1 ~ ,. t'o ~o!ni~ B h T";o +c_o"',,"", Dmp, an.,t mone1"', gIven __ ~ ro. mans. 'v s'... ones arc'

Fet up, one in tho hO~sc, the ot1-v:::Y' on the bunk of a pond, to ----
i

represent the oeQG ma4's and for ten d~ys, water, ;;1,ixeo --
1

with ccrtai~ seeds and a ball of rice, are offered to these stones.

The bones f'cDd ashes o~ the dead, if thro1'il1 into aSC1.cr0d river
I

assures a safn passag~ of the dead man's ~pirit over the ~iver of
I

de[,'. tho

, I

Tho strictest orthodoxy demands th[~t each year, twelve monthly;
I

and four quarterly ce:rl'el'l.Oni e s s}10uld be. perforrned in rH.:'y'1ory of the
,
I

~~~ D~~~+ I'Shrnd~n I ~s.~.r.L c: I l"lJ _ ,.,;; vi· . (;... .LJ"olJ J u.
1

I

'P1.i..Y:cti l.i ouzly, ~)8rform¢d by orthodox
_ .l: I "

tllis rtte is called,' is ------

and unorthodox alike; but'a

visit to Gaya frliJes. fli'om the noccsdty of performing an~T others,

aG does [11so the; mori'tloriou~s [,Lot of giv-ing presents of vessels aDd
, ;

money to sixteen Eral~~ns.
I

, ,

111'" t· t ~ lor:> t,oo, 0'.1.'" t,'h_o·· ,S{',C"Y._'I·~.Ll·ce. ','!}-!-I·C'l'l. to the ---",en Ion ElUS De D1la --, -- -~. • • ~-

seat of Indru, and

rcl~gious value.
I'

it!is "belleved
1

Its object is to obtain the

tIled:. :i.fi t be performed an -----



is to quench tbe 'Nrath

The more poyulnr
hi>

and secure favor,
A

sits upon his

beo.utiful

the only objcctiv~

I

hunct:l.'cd times, tbe cclcbI':mt, l"cco:~Jinc: Indra himEelf,
I

th:::one [~:t1(l enjoys eternal fcllo\".,~,v-Jip wi th "inmohc."!.., the
I

~Qncinc rirl ~~o is m~st plc~sing to the gods.
.I

reosons for the sacrifice nrc to ma~e Indra happy. ,

I

~hilp rmong$t the vUltar
I

~,J, "" i0] go~cs£'cs D.D,., ~.cmoni. TT!J..gicfa prayers preparo the:: ,rictim for --

the ['"ltDr, and as it ~s smothered to death, its Gcnscs arc numbcred

lJ;jT the recitations of Imo.ntrams "by the priests, so that the life of
I

tJ:-'e anirro.l departs without Q strlj~P:i~le. As the fire, well --------
;$ flrroun£;

CUP1')li cd :':i th Choc I r.f se s to'VvD..rd f.' beaven, i nccnscl\upon the sacri fice"

and ti1e pcrfur..1e, plea~ing to the gods, mounts to the skY' 'in the --

. I D
cmoke of the offerinPc;.1 A picco of cloth, 11 dry co~[;.nut, and -----

1

blndes of oharor: grasa are placed around the' altar to marl< the holy
I

limits of the fire. IThe sac1'i fi cio,l fire pm.st "burn for throe days
, I

and the celebran~o.ccompanicd by the reoitation of tho mantr'i:nns 1I

throu~h this rnagicn.l ~ont~ol/becomes the equal of the ["ods. Thus

it is that magic has

it must remain until

~pen d~fwn into the 'religious vortex and thoreI"· ,. '".

the Indian mind ·i8 freed from superstition and ~~
I

element hig~Qr than a~imul fenr is discovered as a foundation for

the religioue life.

':'hen magic ELIJCE ~l[1YS .so prorrdnent a Tole in Hinduism at its

cest, one

untouched

may ir;~agine !i ts influe:t:rlce
I

bY J3rahmanidal systems of
I

wnong the maSGCS

thought, wallows

whose life, IDi

• ..L,
111 lJiLO ---.----

gro sec st spiri ti sm. (FOT them no object of nature is b'eyond ------

mn.gicL1.l interest, [;,nd Ifire, 'linter, Vl!ood, stone, motnls, trees, ---
i

"h1'1'o's "1n';(j""1·-: co "n'" +np woof-.ro'''''' nl'C' ,,11 rlrnY'D i:r.to the Ti1ClJdc ------...., ) c.; .J- ... i~_~,J r:. .. l;' W"'I-1 .. V1 ....... ..I. -I ........ " l",.oo'. - ....... .......

!

mu,elstrom. Objects Jlosely aG~ociatcd wi~h the social life of ---

the people c~lso find 1heir way into the magic stream-buildings,
I

.~,.



/ ., .- '
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imp10rr.cnts, utensils, ~,rea:pons, imaces) cha.rx:r.s, amulets and tali!3rl1c~ns.
I

'l'be;rc r:tr0 pl1ysi010ficLl!1 rf~iJctions, too, such as sneezins;, YDYming, _
I

i tel"}i nc;, hYGtc ri 0. :::tnc Icpi lap sy, '.'illi ch '11:,].:0 the ir contl'i bution to
1

India's )11[lEi C ::1Qze. !No ccrc1TIony i ,S cO"'l)lete vd thou -:.-, the pre sence of
, ,

tl:e gru[~t purifying c11t.'lnents--firc and.'vatcr,-D,nd with t}1C presence
I

of the fee:" tUl:J..si, fL1cilrgo 61..1, 9,11.::1 clade s of oharoa gra.5s is vv:cup::;; cd
I

up the ulti:-,n,tc fate olf hur!lCi.nit:y. Upon the corner ntone of a _
I

house c.eDO':l0.S the he·-,:Ut1-1 'haD·t·1·~1''''''''c 'ld ro""-'" 1''''' '.1:> 't t
.. - ". I "'J _ .• '.:./ .L'~""'" U,l . P i::l.i.Je!' L,y IDJ. 1 ',S Occupan s.

I )

and because of its magic potency, it is laid with due ccrcnony,. "
I

usu~lly uccomp~nicd b~ a c2crifice. ~he~e are certain precious ---

stonce which are endo~ed with ~2ecial magical po~ers. The 8ala-
, I

grama In only one arnong lneony.. Thi sis a blaCK pebble fOllnd in
I

i

the 1;ed of D.: 1iepal riv!c:H>. It is usually round or ovn,l, with 1.1

hole in thc centre, a~d covered with spiral lines rosembling the
I

WfJeel of Vishnu. ThiiE stone is the dispenser of good luc}~ to its

o"mer, and 11 single Sciln.grama has been known to bring ,one hunc3rcd

thouE-n.no rupee s on the J'1il..rkc t. ltd eI:l[~.l1ds the wor ship of its -""--
1

poeEessor~ and i£ neg~cct8d, it will bring hiro to an untimely cnd.

Turnins to the 0o/jects of social lifo, we fina maeicul ~deas

embedded in door-bolt~, thresholds, the southern part of a house, x

certain beo.ms in

other objects.

the ~oof,
• I

,1.1:> •
Sacr]f.J.lce

coo1dng vessels, the 'veIl, and nu.meJ~OUS

is mude by certain castes to tho pots

used at 11 marriage ce:ri'emony.
!

'Vinnows and ('[l.ngles [1,re .presented

ma:('ried "Tomen to

married couple.

<:i.gain st an ene:r;lY,

,

beget, pro s::;.)ori ty ard. frui tfulnc ss to a ncwly -----

wea~ons o.re worshipped tn.;::\, t. the:' r.J.ny be powerful
. I

and Ithe weapon that has caused an injury, if ---~

plc.cated, has pOI"ier to heo..l the v'.'Ound thu.t it has r~.ude. In former
I

I

days, thirty-two wGap~ns, if consecrnted by a }wman s~crifice, ---
!



1

possessed t::'~e 1)01,"er of destroying the morale of a besieging army by
i

mu..ldng tl'.c ~efcndil"1S forces ~ '-tl)l)ear as .. ten-fold tbeir actual ----

Copper disks fantastically

cngraved ~ith vile patterns and ~ords ~hich no one cap decipher,
I

"WbJ suspended by a t~read about the neck, ward' off all sicJmcss
!

e,nd discClse. Thread~ and charm cylinders arc worn as n protection,

I

egainst the wor~ of c.d::HOnS, while tiger's claws, horns of animals
I .

and crescent-shaped dts:':::s, arc vvorn as amulets. Earthen pots, ----
I

Indntcd wi t:1 whi te dots to represent e:,/cs are l)laced in paddy-----
,
,

fields'to counteract {hc evil eye. Rings, bracelets, Dnd other --
I

objects are worn as .J.. '1' +vq. 1 G'llan s· ,,0 procure desired objects.

1

}[agicDiol significqnce is also attach.::;:l ",J places, nxnes, words,

and phrases. Benarc:L Gaya, puri~1:1~ameshvaram are' only a few of
, .

d'1ne"g,e.,,//r 1 d'b t", . , t'many places rna e~sacYq y uelr assocla Ion with particular gods
i

or demons. The n.:l.Y1e i'Arjuna,' if l:1cntioned in a storm, averts the
I

lightnine;. The merest whispering of 'Olun' I the magic word of

Indi8.' s mystic monism,! is sufficient to acco::nplish any object;. ,

1~Thile the monosyllD'bi~cb'ho:rJ.~ 'h'rhura: 'sh' hr'JJ;j,: '8'10' rhim: and th~"'Q..Js
I

'Rar.c.aya' and I na::naha' "I if properl;;r pronounced" are mighty weapons of

offensive and defensive magic •.
I

Hysteria and epilepsy arc attri-

oyil spell.

bu ted to "1en:Ol1 po SGe f2.8lion as also i 8 1 ul1acy, and the mndicine-man

is call cd to exorci ~e Ithc demon [t]r1(3 set the sufferer froe. 'Jhen
I

Yav/ning one must be su~e to snap his fingers in front of his mouth
,

during the process; to! prevent evil spirits fro~~ntering his body.
i

:1.'0 sneeze once is to ihvi te di Gaster ,but £: second sneeze breaks the
.',

,

I once b.hd occ:18ion to make n. boat trip among soac
,

fslnnds in the ~istna ~iver.

, 1

The boatmanI '."ho promi sed to cone at
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I

six 0' clo ck in the morni118/ coula "not keup his ;yord boc:J,usc l1S he

'l,Va5 leavine; hi 8 house hi 12 yotuigGr bra tber snecz cd 'and it
/

took tvlO

He was pushir"g the bOG t, 2,i,''!ay

l~rom the shore/ when I foolishly looked towD,rd t:ho sun 'Nhich prOl'lpt-

ed '",18 to f;'neeze. I ~ricd. to eho.ck the impulse
I '

boa tr.:tan threv:f doVi.'l1 hi s pole 'l.DC jWTlped 0.81"101'0.
I

but couldn't. The

As I improvi seeLa

se condr snee z e.r'", 11e d1.Tile 11board again, c:md so09 we Vlere on our way
I

down the stream, and pn reaching o:...lr destination the hoa tman inform-'

Iod me thn t I '1!'tlS D. very :x.lil~ky-x 'l uc.k;y' gentleYi)<:1n.

At the feet of m~gi c lie all~prOCCGze's of no, ture, and before it
I

even gods succmTIh. ft guards ag[l,inst. flood and drought, constrain-

ing n[:.ture to mainti::dn an equilibrium. \1,'11on rain irs wD.nting, magic
I

I

opens the vrindovI,Ts of reuven; and when the supply of water Qutstrips
I

the demand, magic is b.go,in silla.moned to seal up the skies. AnlOngst
I •

i

Brahrnans there exi sts I a special coremony for learning the Sakvara
I

Bong of the Som.a Veda!J lIV'hi ch give s the~n power over Par janga the rr,1,in
I •

I

god. It is :1 strenubuG ceremony consi st:Lng in re±renent to a -----
I •

I

fOrE:~st, the p,-"rtc:Jdl1c;IOf black food, the do",~ng of a black cloth,
I

and continuous expo sui-e to the clements;
!
I

but when ono :'l!~s thus ----

caincd fello 1l1!ship wi til water he has complete :90'"er over the clouds

which will thoreafteri drop. rain ~t his request. AHlOng certafn
I

Sudra 8ub-cuztes women tie 0, frog to (1 vvinnowing f~m ulJon whib.h o.re '

plnced murgosa leuves~ and go fro~ door to door singi~g, "Lady frog

must have her bath.
,

!nain god, give her at least 0, little wuter. n

""1 f +1' i • '. t d t t12e women 0 v1e nousps V1Sl c pour wu e1' over he frog and feel --

r1ssured that the ski G,b 'Ni ~ 1 <?pen and WG, tel' the eL~rth. Tosto};) the
I

ruin and clear tho s~~es Agni's fire is thrown out of doors; a.nd in
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i

the 'I'elacu country Ii title Yl2,:((:C i.:;:irls a.re sent outsid.e with burning
• I

t ..... el· r .", ""d'" I ",11; C·" "re ·t"r~o,r,rYl +0 ""J.e r"l"l" to'.l.'" J . ..l.(.,LJ.... u J I . ~ ..... '':'w :..... .J.,.!. U', .~.J '.. ..l, ~.J. Atop the

Indra, lEwlq;.l:;.l to tbis ch311enee, calls in his 2.~ain
I

cloud s anc the sun o,ppba.rS' ct£;ain.
I

• • C" Islgnl:i 1 carce is a tt8.c1wd to tho per son of Kings, zxxi.§t
I

1',,-

ViDS€) WilOi ho.'IT,e groat pOll~'er.s ove:'..~ their sUbjects, ------
I

astrologers \"ho study Ithe courses of the planets, the Shu.~1an xzr~;,::gk±

, p syc~n.i c' who iE hi E: o..ln tohypno si s reveal s the future anr1 cl i seavers

hidden mysteries, and-f-hic:hcr in the; scale-the proJhet, J.)Y'iest and
I

the ascetic. But her~ ~e trc:;.d on distinctively religious ground,
I

so let Us turn to the magician who for(l11ugique de luxe~occupies the
I

con tre of the sto..ec. . I The Indian '-~,agici[1n is pOl)ularly concoived as
I '

i
a. variation of the' grolup-a eenius whose inventions place hin: beyond

I

the realm of other hWIllans. Yet, on the °th0:c' 11S;.nd, llC i l;l (Jut [~n "-
I

I

expression of the group mind. A son of tr",di tion himself., he knows

what people want and blut devises means to satisfy the vrishc's of the

g:i:'OUp. him ~~USU[1llY viii th :t~ unkempt lOcJ.:s, painted fo,co

and ~rms, tattered clc:thing, n,ne a fiendish look in his evil eye,
I

cultiv.:.:.ted by jears of: prdJti::::e. -r:resurr'ounds hirwclf with mr.ny

im.ple:m.·:;nts of bis arti"Jilagic beL'.ds 1::.nd bangles, roots, turmeric ----

I '

stone s, ino.gi cal ;:;,qUi1l'e s, love phil tres, pa:f,lcr charms,

metal 8."'lulets, o.nd t::J.el inevitable cOitoh horn_for music and t'he ---
I
!

ryt.lmii c dance '''hi ch

povl'ers over .·:'icuona.

unc(~nny --

hie ------

eli Gntele is the means[,of 1'li S sUDsi stance.
• I •

rith powors both of BOpd an~ evil, ~ndcan

'\iThilc he is in touch

atreom of weal and woe
'
, he is at his best when usine bis mu.gic for

I
I

I

destructive purposes. I T·rue he h::~s in his ,;;Jovier the cure of all ---
I

c1eseu.ses. -'Tis mnntraplS can conquer the deadly effects of sn<~"ke
---.
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"Coi ~CG, o..nc1. IH..t:f,:O Uw sc.;lnses into cOIl1j)lcte o·olivion to the scol";pion's
1

Si cknu s s he C!3:..H trQ,l1 sf ex' I .!'0~11 the humun to dy to pL..:.n t sand

dures jaundice bi sending it into' u =ed bull or
I

I

clan pUJ'tfy by l:..1.3tra.tion t;U\.t which is defi-led,

tJw

evil spiritd out of the devil-possessed villager.

lund; l1C llToldllces sic}<.:nesG nno death, destroys an

But on

.. out
or V;"1.)081)(.:'11 army 'bCSie!,::;ing a c1 ty 'v1 thout th(~ slightest t'dnec of --

conscience. TIis ldvd philtres produce illicit passion, and.his ---
, '

i • •

witchcraft and sorccr~:~lJrOdilcts of. -:.:;1:::,ok ;'1.:1eic7\aSso·cL~t(~ him, with'
I

the underl'iorld of darklness. His mc.ntrU:~(ls"call forth legions of ---
I

i J.
ghost8; evil spirits; land evon tho co/less of death hersclf; to' -----

accom~lish his ~align ~~r.J08es.
I

Should thcy at, fi l' st refuse -'- ----

obeisance, hi's curses 1::~rG rained upon them, o..nd b~r invo1dng tl1c:.::o. <in

tho n~l1G of'h18 guru (~oachdr)
I

L' ,. , l' .." 1 ...J.(;ct. 11'1 aoso '.It.0 G1.10li11Iss1on.

he can bring oveD tho Gods to his ---

Bral'rmo.., Vi shnu, and Si va u,ro powerless
i

before }lh t~'1e traincdl111agician.
,

su:2 eri or '1'1110 c<:m' take fi s rtlOaSLlre I in t:.J.8 prt,C toi se of black art.

It is not Ul1cor.nnon for: a ~-:1C~8icLll1 to knoe;: out a tooth'of his rival""t-huJ

m,,,king it impo ad ble for him to properly pronounce hi s formulae.

Should tfj,i s h:"tlJJ.Jen; hi Is p0".rer fade s to the ~o.ni shine paint J ,for by
,I· '

on incorrect r-en,jo:::,ing, of hi S Til<:1ntra-'TIS he staner, the chance of ----
I I /

experiencing all tho c~lwnit~es ho ~quld call down upon the heo..ds

of others.

dention of the simplerwithoutt " I. ..... t··nil S S u ;.,; J e c .
,
i
! J.

of tIle Y1~ti 11G 11lliJ1Ci11 l'J1G. terio..l llPOl1 VIlli c11 tIJ.C r.:1[~..Ci cian
I
,

D'-nd tho, Indi aDS nrd vi ty i 8 po culiarly mo..nife stod in

"beLi.ef kn luck and.-~s" The untutored mind of .:t11

I ca:nno t

S\.1persti tions

does hi,3WO:C~-::;

his unwavoring

the 81;'l1p10 villager

unconscious lifo· by

1

I... •ex:p..Lo..lnB
I

1 ..

:11[lg1 c.

ever;! experience of his conscious o..nd

Eclil)SeS arc caused 1::Jy some monster
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,

I

Inoon. is ~ut the disturbance

_Jro deleod 1';'~1cn -:110 I,::od L·lO c fll"1'i C' c.: t1-w..-- i"· ... - 'v 04 ...

I
I

Ol~C s}10uldor to tJlc otJlcr. "l.L:..J1u~':~.~1[1,f!1
I

'erld chanec; s

( 1 uck~.· ti\'1c) and

burden from

spcci~l work, andof ,,l,nyt '11""OC 1'1' '1"11' '~.cr1...... f'.1, ~ J.J,o

I

"'0 "'ce lL ",11('11-'- .1... Ilt , 'J .. c.L starting on a jou~ncy, a fox, two --
a

Brc<'}};'1Cl.ns, a m.:-~rried ';voban, a shephard with hi;3 staffJJlshcpherdess
i

With hor milk pot, in ~lephant, a well m~rked horse, flowers or
I
I.
I

frui ts,., is a certain 8ip:n that tiH" o"::lject of tho journey will bc

triumphantl:! achic·ved.1 :Put shouL1 cats, crows, [J.mon}:cY', a don;:cy
I

a buffalo, c~ w'ido1'l, a tvoman carrying 'NOLter, a barren womc.n, a -----.
I

deformed person, ono "Brahman, an oil monger, a broom, ashes, fi.re-
I

,-.,rood, .so.,lt j ta~TIarind, pI' a ro'pc, cor;1C in one's way, disa:Jter lies

There is

In Telugu this rneans'useless', and

111'!ea.d., a.nd one must stop u~:1til o·v the [lp~~)ear[lncC ofA'e;ood OEion tl1e
I - ~ '"

evil spol]' is brokon, ~vhell he ·~(jG..Y pro ceed upon hi s 1Nay.
I •

i

'.1 CO~iL'lon ~.yater fowl whicb flies up and oo":m the cal':w..ls, crying as
I
I

it 60es, "Va.ttidi I Y3t~idi Il~
I
I

I ha'1tc kno'.";l1 pcople to, postpone their journey when this inliocent --
I

bire!. :
··f~.L q:::'_fo"::l 8haDccd to ~it(]ee:t t"1e:"I1 in the 1"0.-;/ J telli"flp; them their

jouriH~y vvould "bc I useless i • You must nevor po.y compli'~;lOnts to an
I

Indian child or com::J.ent on his bei~uty, for should he ' cry that

:'liGht he is under your s})ell, whieh:::J.n.y however 'be broken by seo.t-

~im upon the floor and surrounding him with burnitig chillies. All

)dd numbers e.re unprop~tious except when USOt1 in the ceremonial, --

It is said thn.t the tbief who enters a

I

I

'hen 'three and 'sevont aro

, seven I '. but I six- and-r ne ' , .

n.eans also'to weep'. I Ants
I

~c will loso ~i$ quarr~.
!

7.ho Tolugus do not say

for tho vcrn~culo.r word for 'seven'

crossing the path.of a hunter menns that

house on the niGht
I

of ·the tl1i:r:-d,
I
I

J f.J.· t" . d .... , . tcenth, ourL-Gon l'l an,. L-,11r lO h
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!3pri nklo s n.ahe s,

d[i.;)l of the T;:outh \Nill

I
I

,fetu.:tn
_ wif!,.
.l.o..den s)oll.. " .

~ot only does he

I

tn.kCil f1.':;:n :,}:o buplingh;roU!ld, ncar tho door of the house, to r'lr~l:e
I

the inl\DtOG sloop as sb'md1y 11S the dou.d. Tho cheat, the gt_unb1er,
I
I

tbe n.du1 tcrert" and mur~Gr(::l', in f1Wt every type of criminal ----
I

• I

~ursues his course thrbugh life in close touch with tho ~o..Cic art.
I

!

It l1ulpe him in his orI8t.::.c11 of J~he lo..w, but it [,11so operates t~eainst

him in the dotoction'o~ his cri~e.
!

Sorcerors, neciomancors n.nd

soothtmyors abound whol can tell '~TherG stolen treasure has boen - ..... , .
• I

stored, wlJo can discovlcr thieves and other criminals and eclipse.
I ,

the heroes of Conan Do~le in unravelling the tangled skein of crime.
I

of conse'ious

nine of man'Tho primitive
the

rmd}....experi eneo s

!
Not only in his c1ons[:~ou8 Y'1o"rJ.cnts, but [~lso 'in his dreams the

I

I

Indian is' en:r.lG~hed ~n Ithe not of ;,nae;ic.
i

ma',c s no di stincti on get'fieen hi S oren.ms

life, arid to the neop~yte mind of the Indinn villager tho former aro
I

no lose 1.'0:11 than the IIClttcr, and n,-.turaLLy those' r:.lso find their

explaD~tion on the magic level. If onG should dream olf' 'an olephantr-'"

he will suroly 11.011 cdn~erEn.tion with u rajnh. Sh0 ul:i a king __"H - --

t11.e drOClIneI' will' be vi si ted '"i th
I

pro sperl ty. To droci.d of frui ts and flo'."i'or s will bring 1'i che s.
I

Snakes are associated lin dream magic vilit?l child1)irth, and temples-lt
I .

are· lin::"od 'Nith the adquisition of tho highost spirituu.l culture.
I
I

But none can control ~is dreilffis, n.nd f'houlCl Cl, ".'idow n.ppear, --------

difficulties will be ~howered in torrents upbn tho dreomers' head.
I

Should one drec.u'Yl of c~ying mcm ,ind wO.men, 1-10 will fall into· im.v;mnent
I

da.nger • To dreo,m of 1.i,.1;cl:u.ls ·is to be dc:cieved. TIogs end goo.ts
I .

are n.csocin.tcd with idsEof money, scorpions and frogs, with pain
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;-;1~.L J. ~"" . ,I ". 1 -"" J-' f d ' .... } J-
~ SUijCr1:1C; 8.no., m.~rG.Dl_C G.18t.U, vO c:rca.YI1. 0 a octOI' :,1eans v1r.1r"'

I

onc vrill be at tackod 1DY do sease.
, 1 .

I

i
all

It would SOC~':l fr~'il,4..the foregoing tha.t, '0nder the spell of magic"

India's mind cOllld neV4rlc110W rest and peG-ceo :But it is irriportant
I

to reme;nocr thnt the lia~d that brings disease has also bealing -----,
1

power, ano the '~reapon Itho, t rnakc s 'the i nju~y can (1.1 so 110\"01 the w~und.
I

Life's,mysteries are +olved and its true secrets di,scovered by him
I

1

o.,lonc who kCl:PS close touch ''lith maGic1 and the r~w,gician-'Nho 'can
C ,.e.a..te.
~"~l!~ sunshine out of life's du.rknGss, turn defeat to victory,'---.:.-

bring man's wishes to fruition" and besto,;'! eyery gift~all except,'

a,l405, the ·Q;ift of i~n.mdrtalitv.
t. 1 ~ ,

I

I

No psychology of Ireligion iD complute without a recognition of
1

the 'vor]( of iTIo.gi c; fo)] whi le it i:3 per se nei t~1er science nor - --..:..--
I

, ,

1 "· " t J- l~~ I" t h 1 d 't ' .... " "1'13 1910n, 1n~raloC ~! ,.,<16 wor...{C 1 sway 1n,,0 every IlnE.l&:6.e:~.alF:.E:R

tho religious thinking of the
the

u.nd· ','lherl)A,rcligious life "i s lived
INhe.",

Bu tl\, reli e:i 011l(,~vGl, I magi c eli c sanatur~l

1

1

rnl'"t18.l1 life, "e.nd i~fluGl1.ecd

k"n""wl""Jj'll
"}rwre seienti i cl\lJrevails,

of

on its highest

age s.

wearies in its quest :tor Wh:1,t i2 'best ll and no'blest, and in its ~----
, <..{,l

r C'!l"i"'Ise .&'ollo'''s "'h n 11,l').1c 0'.1." [!:.~J.,.,(~<,tr:>"'+_:"~:r_,r>ction n.nd o'f le,:st I'esist',ncc.~ ._ u..:."' ',.1. ' , .., . ,; _ c~ v. ~ ~ v "_ _ ,_ - •

it is Hmgic vvhien hu,s lever fu.rnished an outlet for its energy.

India's philoso:9hers Ji.1VC''1 in their >lGnana Eare;n.:"'YJ." (waY of knO'l1\Tli? d e-e'),1
I

~')ushod their. transcen1ental, rC'<:1ctions to t!"ie furt 11Grmost ren,hus' of

pure thought; b~t one ~iS prone to ask a~o~ does this relate it~Gif

to the masses engaged I in the hurndrua tb.sks of life? 11, If Indian
. 1 • ,

roligion is to free: i~solf froj'} 'i:'elief in ,;'1-" Ic1Gcho..nieal, control ~'?rl-.I

tlw,t frecdor:lcan re$u~t oniy when, oy the' ;pre:ldof scientific,'----.:..
I

knowledge, mon come td know that the world is ,not the ~lay ground of



work out his life's

ghosts and demons,

with his God.
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i
I

bu~ an orderly whole in which man is free to-----
I

pJrpose, and realize his ideal, in co-partnership


