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Until recent ye&rs psychology Warw recariedtneruly'as o hand-

we ld of 1ctapnysicz } 1quiry concerning being and reality; ut
: ,
|

to-dey it makés bold to hold up its head among the positive -----.

scicrnices. Tith its dévelopmcnt, espccially on-its‘sociul ond .-
anthropological sidei much light has been thrown upon the tlou'nt
and 1ife of »nrimitive man. The genetic study of the evolving --
hunen mind gives us Q picture of man as hé lived on this planct {

before the risc of viliza ulOﬂ and culture, in “hl ch he appears

Taced by life's contrarfﬁies, and gurrounded by stronre, aysteri-

ous, unknown powers wnich, unable to explai®n. ho ceks to control .
ia his ¢ceascless struggle fo“ cxist ﬂcé In those early times
/

the interests of the’ Lrou@ were llalted and intellectual fuamexxy
: "

. . | . . .
functions extendcd scprcely bovond.ihe securing of food and the -

I

propagation of the species. Forliest primitivity was 1ifc on --
|- N '

the instinctive levell, an dnﬂc,u_tLentall ed, undifferentiated --

comp lm& of actions and reactions, the comrmon birthplace of =3 -
| : .

magic and religion.
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|
The mugical beliFfs of Indig o«dnit of a Triple classifica-~

tion. That which foﬁlows the law of similarity {like produciag
“like or effect rosembling cnuse) 1s designated 'Homoeopathic' or .
i
tImitative! mangic and, is evidenced in the attempt to work an ---- . %
injury to an cnemy by mutilazting his imaée made in wax or clay. )
The Eowvas of the Godarery Dist fl“t engage a sorcercr who goes to'ﬂ
. \/"
2 green treeLand,sgreFalng lime upon iﬁlhe affixges an effigy of‘n e
the intended victim. | He places bows and urrows there, recites -

4+

spelle and teliocves that tle vietim will die in the space of two
I : .

|

|
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daya. Sometires the likeness of (fiporscual foe is delineanted on
f
the grouvnd and beaten (with stouncs. This samne type of mugic exists

L A
I
in the current belief Ithat o preguunt womnn assures an adbundant ---

crop while 2 barren woman has the opposite influence, ond zlso in =~

-

. . ! . . .
the conviction that & woman who cate a double plantzin fruit will
i
be the mother of twins. Ariother Form of muagice profenwe. to follow
|

the law of contact‘oricoﬁfaﬁlop-~t.e transuission of an effect from

one thing to another on 2ECOu unt of tncﬂr gimilarity or contiguity,

= - F] ‘
or becouse they stundjrelated to each other as cause and effect.

This tyDe,-—'Sympatheﬁic' or 'Contagious’ maglic--ig seen in the ---

| N . - .
custem pursued by Indiwn housebreaxers, of sprinkling ashes taken -
\ : .

from a funeral byre, a@ the door of az housg,in order that its innates

2y slecp as soundly ds the dead during their ncfarious operations.
. | o .- . . . :
The dry navel string of a chl‘@,*f enclosed in a gold or silver cnse

and tied about his “'ﬂ~9/w111 nrotect %1m from ddsease and sickness

throughout life. Aﬁ%in, there is maglic in its more direct, unmedi-
atcd form, scen in the superstitious beliefs of the masses in luck,

: | . .
omens, curses, the ma#lcal powers loatent in names, words, objects,--
Places dnd'persons. ;It is present in 1the sacrifice and oﬁ §$ery
occasion of the cerx omdplul and underlies the idéa of taboo. A

-

silver tube containiné mantrans, tled glove the elbow is proof —----

| . . - . ' -
against misfortune anq ill-lack. If a piece of paper upon which ==
. \ : ) '
mentrame are written is suspended vy « string end turns in the wind,

34 . I o - o o4
it Lac with it the power to turn the affcctions of o falthless ---
‘ .
hustand towards hig =ife. Ifen shrivel beforce the spells end incan-
|

. . ‘ . . .
tations$ of the sorcerer, and wind and wave, sun, moon and stars, the
] .

weather, all living naturce yea even the gods therselves, capitulat
’ Qe ] ) £ V4 P

to the magician who gives the proper intonation to the mantrams.



Unlieppy all thosc—*be;they sods or nen==who fall vefore the cpell of

L hes o
Lt Dlack art. ‘
Thus far we neve  scon the opereation of magic on its peositive ==~
| .
> o .‘ . . -
side. It has also its negative czepect, secn in the practise of --=

lcvel of

o

taboo, cdoubtless conngcted in its origin with the totemi
| S
culture. Taloo ig the negative application of practical nmagic and

ity wnd countact are likewisc operative.

o
[
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;
in. it the law of simi
|
At ; 4 o ), 4
Thile pOQ1t1VC magic says "Do this that that may happen® Taboo says

. | - - N -
"Don't do fhls lcst that should happen;” for not only should man

5

seck what he d051res,\out he must alsc avoid any action which will

bring him calamity orﬁmisfortune« The thiﬁgs to be avoicded arc --
. | U.rﬂw//
chicfly the sacrcd anf the impure and it is well to note that "feor
| . _ y

oR . P 4 . . . L
s aversion to an obbect &Rpvwhnot determines its impurity. In ===

every Hinmdu temple ig| 2 sanctum sanctorum which must not be ente ed

except by the priest.ﬂ I hove visited the Todas on the Niligiri

hills, and explored their houses: but the onc building I was not --
|

rermitted to sec Was-ﬁhe‘dairy, whose ritual and cercmony constitute.
[

the religion of thesejprimitive naople. The dairy, where nuffalo

milk ie made into bufmor—-uruﬂq;ormed from the sacred to the secular
|
—is taboo for all but the dairypan, the tribal priest.
1
| .
Toreign travel ﬂnd its consequent assocliation with strangers --

i .
ure; bdbut to enjoy social IxkEx intercourse with

renderes . the Hindu imp
his family an? frlnn&s the taboo may be cancelled by his undergoing

mony, consisting in swallow-

@

Prayaschittam, o deegly humiliating cer
- |
i . . . . .
ing a pill formed by the five elcments of & cow, and having the ----

tonguo pierced by a red hot golden needle. Incdian woricn are taboo
2t menstruation and childbirth, and ingtaneeﬁexist of the ---
WruCul°€ of g couvade in certain backward castes,.because at the =---
coufincment poriod thﬁ husband is subject to the same tahoo g8 =-=--

R e



i

ion her husband's name,==nowv
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his wife. A woman sh

[4H]

even in her dresmse—lcast some dire calamity should overtakce him.

The word!'snzke'must never be shoken at night, but, insteed, the --

word'rope' should be us
|

@

ce In South India there are many Totem
sents among &udras and outcastes, whose surnames are the names® of

animuls, trees, vogetables, houschold utensils and agricultural --
{:

implements, and many of these objects are toboo to the people ====

4.9,

bearing these particular nomes. five the Pants Reddies 0f =-w--

LS

Conjecvaram the mancham (cot) families avoid sléeping oun a cot;
. ’

and the chintaginjalu‘(twaarind secd) people regurd the sced of the

tamarind as u thing to| be avoided.

Questions naturalﬂy arige as to the relation of mugic to other

reactions of man's mind, and to the various culture levels o0f -=--=

oclety. The animistic period of India's development shows the ---
: ' D |
world crowded with fPiri@%, ghosts and demons. Puzzled by the ---

.

meaning of sickness anﬁ death and all of life's viciessitudes man's
conerete associative t?inking, instindtive and emotional, e
explained the unknowable and thc mysterioué as the work 0f —wwww-=
temeniacal powers. Fkar 5f the unknown rezcted upon man .and drove
nim to protective and,kurative magic in his attempt to mechanically
control the objects of| heg fear. Fven in Rig Vedic timeé magical

-

|
sractises outshone thel Soma ‘sacrifice which dominated the distinct-
i .

lvely religious 1life of India.




Thiyy Fee gnimistic #e was a Tertile ficld for the progress of ik
| ' -

the magician's art.. |His herbs and amulets and- talismans were a --

panacaea for the 1115f°* human 1ife, and secured the object of the

heart's supreme desi ré. It is less easy to demapeate the limits

of the totenic period] qnd to trace its development on Indian soil.

|
. \ .
Coste diVisionx, based upon occupations, became the determining ---
. . ¥ offer ‘
factor in social orgs zniza ation, and we, ook in vain for the dual ---
|
I

systemn of tribal d1v1§1on characteristie of the Australian, MNalaya~ .

. . | . P .
Polynesian, African and American ztages of totemic culture.

’ |
Exogany, too, Whihh sprang from this same culture 1eVe%ﬂhas -
never found particulaﬁ favor with the Indian mind, but while -=-=--

: |
-endogany has held the centre of the staggi there are not wanting ’"“TY
|
instances of strictl¥ exogamic septs bascd on plant and animal ---

totems and those relaﬁed to the heavenly bodies, found amongsgﬁé -
the Komatis, Kamnas, ¥apus, Madigas, and also the Koyas of the =-~=-
|

\ ' . ,
Godavery District. Around the totem object hang the crudest =----

superstitions which hdve furnished a rich soil for the growth of --
magicraespecial ly in xts pcht"v; aspect. From this period, too,
| .
rises the belief in the phallus zs the magic symbol of creative =---
o ,

power, associated Wit# fertility,cults of the soil. Phallicism -«

¢

has exerted its maglc lonfluence upon the religious 1life of Indig,

‘as witness the carvinés on the t\aples of the Seivites, and the «--
worship of the lingam.: - From tlie sane level came the idea of the

PR

'8hadow soul' induced|by the magical interpretation of dream, -----
|- ,
images, and also belief in the ‘blood-soul'-—’éha#z the soul re‘sidé%g

in the blood of men aﬁd aninals., A long list of oxamples might. be
| .

given to show the 1nL1uence of blood magic upon the thought life of

this peonles . ;

| 1
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\ The Fetisch, toey rising when man kegan to view the soul as --
‘ .
separatle froa the bo@y, is also a totemic product. It is an -=-~-=

object occupicd by a épirit, possessed q}demon power, and able to =
‘ ‘
favert celamity and & increase the food supprly.

] v

rrecursor of religious ‘'images' 1t 1s but a'tanginlc means for the

Though the -w-w.-

furtherance of magic.! Thus while representing a higher level of
| T

culture thon Animism, | Fetischism became the realm of vilest magic.

|
If 1t can be called religion, it is religion at its lowest boint of

degcneracys Sticks and stones, enchanted metals, rings, bracelets

and the lmages one seEs in every Indian village are relics of the

| _
period in which demonsg were first believed to indwell inanimate ---..
| .
. s . o | T ~ .
objectsesa periocd which presupposed the rise ¢’ culiurcpyhut a ----
|

' . N . ‘ .
culture which was unaple to free itself from the death grip of ----

|
magical beliefs and supcrstition.

From the foregoing we arec led to ask what is the relation of

magic to. science and Feligion. A casual survey of magical

1

XREXXX

be

practise, which on the surface reveals faith.in the uniformity of
! g

noture, may persuade pne that it rests on a scientific basis.

4

" [ .
Use is freely made by the magician of analogy, the precursor of ---

science as we conceive of it today. Primitive wan conceived of --
| -
mutual connections and interactions in nature, but he never got ---

\
veyond the 'Post hoc brgo propter noc' conception and upon this «--

rock nagic breaks‘itsklf to pieces. Thousands of years before the

. - | : s
birth of Wepler, man studied the henvens for omens concerning -~----

harvests and war, and}aﬁ antedating materia medica by as many --=v-
|

milleniuns, the‘magic}’medicine-man‘ used roocts and herbs in the ~-

- . .i .' 2 R . -
control of evil gpirits. Fraser noints out thatf "The nistzken

\ i > L bl - » - -
sssoclation of ideas produces imizative magle, and the pistuken ---
|
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|
|
association of contiglbous idess produces contagious magic.?  —=-=--

Tagic knows nothing o% man's psychie nature nor does it understand

\
nis strugcle for spi ?Lual freedom or the movement of thought in
the historical evolut#on of the human species. It reveals man, a
vpart of nature, interfering in nature!'s processes. It is.pre-science

|
The fourth (Athayva) V¥eda is o compilation bf neglcanl verses
and formulae for bringing down malcdiction upon one's encmies. -
This Veds iz doubimss\based upon thce life of the people as it -=--
exlasted before Rig Ve&ic tiaes when the Atharvan (fire) cult was
J )
CsUpTrEne. Tt is not\%’popular among the IBruohmans, especially those

of South India, mnongfwhom it is severely disfounted as & worik of

philosophico——religiops value. But the masgsscs arec as yel —-we---
|
| n S .
untouched by the transccandental aspect of their own weligion. — Hmk
| . . -
While the Brahman lnmerses himsclf in the Upanishads and follo -

the Vedanta, the comnbn people, untouched by speculative interecaets,

T

remain in the deadly Hrﬁybof demon worship, and the 6ev11—nosoe :ed

village magleian of tho Shanan type is ralised to sovereign nower.

da

FEsnecially vhere thc flre cult is dominant in the domestic 1ife of .
Phase
the people, magic hasjobtruded its »presence into every phzsax of

the social and relig 1Pu0 life of m¥ India: and one finds it well --

nigh impossible at times to find a line of demageration between the

' s . i o . -
functions of the magician and those of the priests of Hinduienm.

Put in general, while religion is a sociel reaction, and secks to

[

conscrve, organize, discover, and creatc values for the benefit of
\

the group, magic showg the opposite tendency, in secking in ndividual

value by unsocinl meahs. Leuba says that magic is the control of
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|

|
hidden powers while rFligion ig the persuva$ion of psychic beings.
Both seek ends or velues, but their diverse modes of operation, as

vell as the results abhieveq/brand them as distianct and scparate
|

recctions of the mindl to the experisgnces of life. They grew up --
side by cide out of the socinl complex of primitivity, and have lum
i /\‘/—EM-/

‘ .

becn continuous with pach other in their develonment through the --
! .

centurics. i

et us soc how maglc has forced its way into the very citadel
|

of India's religio%ﬁ.j The ceremonial, throughout all its ramifi-
cations, is riddled with its influence. In the ceremonigl is -~--

mirrored the traditiohs of the group,and in it we see the interplay
|
between magic and relligion, which zre so inseparadly intertwined.
! .
When a child is born, the priest covers the .other and babe with --
' : . it

mantrams, which in fdrmer days were chanted by the doctor and The--
| .

midwife. Should thd birth occur @n a day vhen the astrologer ---
i .

announces an unluckijOmbination of plancts, calanity, sure and —--
|

sudden, will f21l upon either the mother and father, the family ----
, ‘ :

prooserty, some old muhe or female relative, or upon the new-horn

child. Thereforeifﬂfts are given yb Brahmans, supposeldlyarxtRaxHK
- \ :

Tor thex propitiatinﬁpof the @wdverse constellations. Then, too,

. | '

the evil ecye of_thosq desirous of having children of their own, and

of those envious of the joys of others, is always operative. Evil
gpirits are about, tq snatch away the iafant. Uncouth, vile Ffigures

i | : . o
are moade with cowdung on the front door lintels, to scare away theSe

demonse. Yorning and evening, incense is burned fdr this same -----

purpose, and sz handful of cowdungliﬁfturned three times around the
I

| . .
child and then thrown into a well, will kecp the boldest spirit from

;
[ R R QMO U s WD - - U TR == Ve 0 B - N 2
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entoering his body. | Fre—shyemmiod it
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\
a pit in the manure p%le outside their door, and lower their infant
‘ .

into it in full view pf watching Jdemons,; who, decieved by this mock

funcral, retire. After sunset, the infant is lifted frow his'grave!'
\

néd tazen into the hqpsqlunder cover of darkncess, by the happy makerks
‘ .

parents. |

Another ceremonyjof great importance to the Indian neonhyte ist

the Upanayananm (initi#tion)-—a ceremony calculated to open up the ’

eye of the young.ﬂindg to God. Amongst Bralmens it takes place -= \
i

at the age of secven y#ars, gnd 1t 1s then that the Trahman boy REES

dons the sacred cord, which he comes to regard as a fetischy ---=--
|
possessing magical po%ers. The priest chants over him for the
. | S J
first time the manitrapn "OAm bhu vha va su vaha, etc.,” which is .~--

designed to wpoint tho{candidate's mind to God, in lauding whom this

mantiram exhausts the Ednskrit vocabulary 9f praise. The sprinkling
. T , N .

of holy water upon hi@ by the préest accompanied by appropriate -

mantrans hands the Brahman youth over to the kind mercies of the g

gods. fmongst the Shdra and otnher castes is celebrated the -----

Panchakxattu {loin clokh tying) ccremony, which takes place in ~---

carly adolescence, afﬁer which the youth takes his place as am ---

adult member of his group.

\ .
e s e . e o £ the
Magic Is like_wijsc prescnt in the marriage ceremony of the --

z
»

\ , ‘ . -
Hindus. Astrologers are consulted to determine before_hand an ik

ausnicious day and time for the performance of this all-important

| SR S ‘ o

function. Amongst Emalmins the tyifigwof a cotton thread by the -

|
E

bridegroom on the wrist of the bride, and by the priest
So also has the arranging

n that -

o]

B
of the bridegroom has magical meaning.
!



|
of four scecd-pans (ea#h contzining nine different secds represcnt-

|
ing mixmz the nine constellationgs) sprinkled with holy water, onc

t cach of the four p?ints cf the conmpasgs, to rcprescnt the gods

Indra, Varuns, Yama, and Soman. Turing the ccremony, as the =----
X 3 3 & ’ 3

-

couple sit btefore the sacred fdre of Vlﬁnesw rudu, the groom ---
throws cown blades of the magic dharba grass, saying AOhkxBlaximxx.

t . o . .
Ch Dharbal! you can gl?@ royal powers and the teacher's seat." = -~

iny

He then holds in his hand holy water, saying "May this water -----

destroy our cnemices."  Then while partaking of a mixture of ----

| .
honey, plantains and ghee, he says "I eat thee for the sske of ---
|

hrillisney, luck, glory, power, and the enjoyment of food." . ---

S

He then passes a blade of dharba grass betwecn the eyebrows of the.

bride, and throws it behind her, saying, "With this I remove the

evil influence of any bad mark thou mayest possess, which is 1 e

\ y
1y to cause widowhood}" During xhe whole ceremony the priest w=--
recites mantrems which arc calculated o make the young bride ----
| . f )

fruitful, to charn aw;y gsorrow and tears, and -to prolong the lives

of the newly married couple.

|
As in the ceremopies which pertain ©o life, so magic is mprmxX
present to function in the rites associated with death.. In the
moment that life departs from the body, Xxm mantroms purify the -

soul and free 1t franiali sin. Likewise they conseezate the ----
| .
pyre on which the bodg is cvematod If death occurs at midnight

or on a day of evil omen, special DurlLlCatOT rites arec performed.

|
™e palbearcrs, four in numbeqrmepresenting the gods at the four

. . . .
points of the compassv—and carrying dharbva grass, nalt on the way

to the burning 5round‘ ané place the bler upon the ground, when --

troms are recilted @nd the path strewn with cooled rice t0 —--=---
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{ .
propitiate the demon ?30? the wpyside. =~ Arrived ct the burning ---
|

grounq,the relative 'ﬁo celcbrapcs tLe'cremation ceremony, lights
the pyre, and carllps{an carthen pol of water, perforated with ---
holes Xkkem thrce t'n@s around the prye, and throws it down s0 =--
trhat it breaks iato hc smallest fragments, Should any of thcese ==

broken picces stilli @ ntain some water, and should birds drink ---

thercfrom, woc unto q .11 children over whom these birds may -----
chance to fly; for théy will Do qtrlcvcn by éeéscasc ond death. -
|

A ‘ .
Ag the corpsc is conslWned by the fire, dharbhe grass, cut into ~---
\

emb 1l pice ure thrown to the winds to the accompaninment of -~--
montrams. The dlsembo;lcd spirit of the deccssed, naled after --

cremztion, is clothed by offerings of water, balls of rice, a ----
i , .
and money, given to somc¢ Brahmans.  Two stones are

»

cct up, one in the housc, the other on the bank of a pond, to ----

reprecent the dexd man's spirit; and for ten days, water, mized --

1 ) ‘ . '
with ccrtairn secds and o ball of rice, are offecred to these stoncs.

The bones and ashes of the dead, if thrown into a sacred river ----

assures a safe pascsage of the dead man's gpirit over the river of

0
@
3
-+
I
-

The strictest orthodoxy demands that ecach year, twelve monthly,

|
I o

and four quarterly ceﬁemonies should be performed in menory of the

- o~ vl e . . .
departed. The férst 'Shradha,’ as this rite is called, is =------
. ‘
! .
vunctiliougly performed by orthodox and unorthedox alike; but a

<
'.._l

isit to Gaya frees. from the noccssity of performing any others, --
| ' . -
does @lgo the mowltorlous act of giving prescnts of vessels amd

money to gixtecn B;ahﬁ&nw.
\

Mention must be ﬂade, too, of the sgerifice, which, to the ---

Hindu, ie of crect religious value. Its object ie to obtain +he
I -
seat of Indra, and itiis helieved that if it e performed an --==-
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‘ .
hundrad times, the cclebrant, bccoming Indra himself, sits upon his

throne and enjoys eteornal fellowship with Rembha, the beautiful ---

dancing rirl who is most pleasing to the gods. The more popular

. 6:;
reasons for the sscrifice are to make Indra happy and sccourc f avor,
. A
| .

while gmongst the vulgar the only objectivg is to quench the wrath

gcs and demong. MTagical prayers prepare the vietim for -=
the alter, and 2s 1t is smothered to death, its senses arc numbered

-

by the recitations of\montr%mu by the priests, so that the life of
\

tre animral Jeparts wi%hout o striuggle.s As the fire, well -~eecwra-
isthrown

Fogiy

cupplied with ghee, rises towsrds heaven, incenschupon the sacrifice,

and the perfuime, pleasing to the gods, mounts to the sky in the --

cmoke of the o*fmrvnﬁJ 2 piece of cloth, a dry coéﬁnut, ang ----=

\
|
3 ! 2 - *
blades of dharbs grosg are placed around the sltar to mark the holy

limites of the fire. 1The sacrificial firc nust burn for throec days

accompanicd by the reQ'tation of the montrams, znd the celebrant,

through this magical 4ontrollbeoomes the equal of the prods. Thus

it igs that mogic has ?een drawn into the religious vortex and there

remain until ﬁhe Indian mind is freed from superstition and

ct

it nus

| . . . -
element higher thon enimal fear is discovered as a foundation for

the religiocus 1life. |

“hen nmaglc pkyx § ays o nrominent a role in Hinduisn at its

u

test, one may ix aﬁinb‘lis influemce wmnong the masccs whose life, mm
untouched by Drahmanical systems of thought, wallows in the ~w---~--
grossest epiritisnm. iFor them no object of nature is beyond -—=-==-
magical interest, and fire, water, wood; stone, metnls, trecs, =---

virds, animals, and the weather, arc sll dravn into the nagic ------
muelstrom. Chjects Alosely aosociated with the social 1life of ---

the people also £ind their way into the magic streameeduildings,

-
o

an
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implements, ubtensils, Meupons, imoges, charms, amulets and tzlismaons.
|
T e n 1 3 o3 e . 2 e . a4 . N .
There are phj51olqglcﬁl resctions, too, such as sneezing, yvevning, -

tehing, hysteria andﬁcpilopsy, wihich malke their contribution to

P TP, : : , . -
India's magic maze. fNo ceremony lg comhlete without the presence qf
By b et sl . e -

Lize grent purifying elements~-firve and water ~ond with the prescnce
, f ,

L FYm Ca - > M,_‘ . . - - 3 2
o1 Tne T¢g, tulasi, Mirgosa, and tlades of dharba grass 1s wrapyed

us the ulti=ate fate of huranity. Upon the cornér stone of g ==--
house depends the health, hapniness, wnd prosperity bf its occupants;
and because of its magic potency, it is 1aid with due COTCIONY,. ===
usually secompanicd bj a socrifice. There are certdin vrecious ---
stornees which are endoﬁed with special mogical pbWers. The Sala-
grama 1in only one among many.. This is a black pebble found in ---
the bed of a Hepal ri%er. It igs usually round or o%al, with o ---

: ; | -
hole in thc centre, aqd covered with

. Al . . - s
wheel of Vishnu. ‘Thys stone ig the disgenser of good luck to its

gpiral lines resembling the

| . “
owner, and a single §dlagrama has been known to bring one hundred

thousand rupees on the market. It demands the worship of its ==-=--

poscgessor, and if neglceted, it will bring him to an untimely end.

Turning to the objects of social life, we Tind magicel ideas
embedded in door-bolt$, thresholds, the southern part of & house, =

certain besms in the roof, cooking vessels, the well, and numerous
: |

other objects. Sacrifice i1s made by certain castes to the pots
used 2t a marriage ceﬁemonv. Vinnows and tangles are presented to-

married women to beget prosnerity and fruitfulness to a newly -----

married couple. Weaﬂons are worshipped that they may e poweriul
' |

sgainet an eneny, and|the weapon that has caused an injury, if ----

placated, has power t? heal the wound that it has made. In former
| - . .

days, thirty-two weapons, if consecrated by a human sacrifice, ----
‘ )



(14)
\

possessed ithe power of destroying the morale of a besieging army by
i .
making the defending forces A& snpear as ten-fold their actual ----

nunhers. Anulets exist ad infinitunm. Copper digks fantastically
|
| .

engraved with vile patterns and words which no one can decipher, =--
| .

-@snd suspended by a tﬁread about the neck, ward off all sickness =--
‘ , :

and dgseasc. Thread% and charm cylinders arce worn as o proteqtion

i .
against the work of dTp ng, while tiger's claws, horns of animals
and crescent-ghaped d% “s, arc worn as amnulets. Earthen pots, ==---
painted with white do ﬁ to represent eyes are pdlaged in paddy =----

‘ .
fields to counteraét ﬁ e evil eye. Rings, bracelcts, and other --
crhjects are worn as tgli gnans: to procure desired objects.

is also attachel . places, names, words,

U

|
Hagical significdne:
L L .amd, ' .
and phrases- ?enareq Gaya, Puri, Rameshvaram are only a few of

(4 . . . .
many pl@ccs ﬂude s"féd by th01r‘assoc1atlon with particular gods

\

or demons. The name 'Arjuna,' if mentioned in a storm, averts the
|

lightning. The merest whispering of 'Ohm', the magic word of =----

India's mystic monisn, is sufficient to accomplish any object;
. |

. . e . Coy
while the monosyllabicsh'hnor’, ™' rhua’ Ssh'uarua’ ‘sho'rhinm’ and thewends -
‘ .

'Ramaya' and 'namaha', if properly pronounced,are mighty weapons of

|
offensive and defensive nmagic.. Hysteria and cpilepsy are atiri-
| . .
I
buted to Jemon possesalon as also is lunacy, and the medicine-man

igs culled to exorcise Ehe demon and sct thie suffercr free. “Then

vawning one must be su?e to snap ais fingers in front of his mouth

duriﬁg the process, to}prevcnt évil spirite fromlentering his body.
: \

To snccze oace is to %vite disaster out & second sneeze breaks the

evil spell. I once h;d OCCJSlOﬁ to g R a boat trip among some --

-

£slands in the Tistna flver. The boatman,who promised to core at



)
-
(&1

-

six o'clock in the mo$ning/could"not kecp his word beeause as he

|
was leaving his house'nls youwnger brother snecze@/and it took two

c.-l

hours for a good omen 10 4&9@@4@&*’ He was pushing the beoat away

Tfrom the shore,whcn-l}foolishly looked towsrd the sun which prompt-

: !
ed m¢c L0 sneeze. I tricd. to check the impulse but coulén't.  The
voatman threw down qls pole andé *umped a8hoTc. as I improvised_ a

second¥snecze?, he came aboard again, eand soon we were on our way

L)

dowrr the stream, and bn reaching our destination the boatman inform-

ed me that I was a veiy knexyx 'lucky' gentleman

| | _ _the
At the fect of magic lie all, processes of nature,and before it
even gods succumbs. ;t guards against flood -and drought, constrain-
ing naturce to qalptalf an equll;brlam. When rain is wanting, magice

opens the windows of peaven; and wnhen the supply of water outstrips

-

the demand, magic is ggain suwamnoned to seal up the skies. Amongst

e —

Brohmans there existsl a special ceremony for learning the Sakvara

song of the Soma Veda, which gives then power over Parjanga the rain

‘ .
| , .. .

z0d. It i a Stf@ﬂUP’S ceremony consisting in rceircnent to g -===-

: _
forest, the partaking of black food, the domjing of a black cloth,
|

. ( .
and continuous exposure to the elements; but when onc hus thus ---=-
f

caincd fellowship with water he has complete power over the clouds
N . .t ! » e . .- . N <)
wnich will thereafter|drop. rain «t his request.  Awong certain ----
. ‘ .
Sudra sub-castes women lie a frog to a winnowing fan upon whibh are -
|

placed margoss leavosﬁ and go frow door to door an ring, "Lady frog

[5)]

(=

must have her bath. Rain god, give her at 1east a little water.”

\ 5 N '
”he vomen ¢f the housp. visited pour water over the frog and Teel --
assured that the °Kle will open aﬂd water the earth. To stop the
, ‘ T

rain and clezr the skies Agni's fire is thrown out of doors; and in
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the Tecluzu country little nowlied girls are sent outside with burning
| .

cnlers in their lu ‘ds,‘wqﬂc” are thrown to the rain to stop the =---

\x
.

downnour. Indra, uneguszl to this ch 1lenge, calls in his rain =---

;
louds and the sun ufpkar;ugain.

O

. | . )

Megleal significance is attachied to the werson of Kings, =mxxis
xxfpxEskt as those who‘have gro t powexrs over their subjects, ----- -
astrologers who study mhe courses of the planets, the Shanan Xepyyshx

Ypsyechict wno in his ahtohypnosis rcveals the future and discovers

hidden mysteries, ande=hisher in the scalce=the prophet, pricst and
I

thie ascetic. Tut her@ we tread on distinctively religious ground,

1 .. . . .
so let us turn to the magician who for‘maglque de luxe’?occupics the

~

centre of the stage. | The Indian magician is popularly conceived as

o variation of the groupe—a genius whose inventions place him beyond

the realin of other humnans. Yet, on the other Lind, iz is bul an «
expression of the group mind. A son of trudition himself, he knows

vhat people want and OMQ devises weans to satisfy the wishes of the
TTOUP . We Tind nin ~~L@§usx.1all:-,f with txm unkenpt locks, painted face

and arms, tattered clo thing, and a fiendish look in his ecvil eye,

rs f‘cruétise. Te surrounds hinself with many --

O

f;:b

cultive ted by ¢
mplemants of hi art—%uagic berds and bangles, roots, turneric ----
|

9]

»

powler, lucky stones, maglcal sguares, love philtres, paper charms,

metal smulets, end thel inevitable cowch horne=-for music and the ----

rythmic dance which ig always an accompanying factor, las uncanny --
' . ‘ &a. . .

powers over Jenons. The animeliinspirced in the minds of hig ~==-- -

clientele is the means| of his subsistance. "While he is In touch

rith powers beth of gojpd and evil, nd coan tap cr dam back the =----

stresm of wegl and woeh he is at his best when using his magic for

‘ ' 3 . ) -~ -
destructive Purposes. | True he has in his power the cure of all ---
| ,
deseuses. “is mantrahv can conguer the deadly effects of snuke ---



eisance;, nis cursges are rained upon them, and by invoking them ‘in

nses into complete oblivion to the scorpion's

o~

5 Sicknuss he can transfer from the humen body to plunts and

nimanls, ags wien he Ju“cc joundice by sending it inte z red Bbull or
yellow wastail. He dan purify by lustration that which is defiled,
rive ¢ovil spirit@ out of the devil-possessed villager. But on

duces sickness and death, destroys un cneny,

out s . . . . .

W1pes an ariay bGSl%ﬁlng a city without the slightest twinge of --

nsciecnce. Tis love philtres produce illicit passion, =and his ---
| ’ .

Eal

|
- _»f . ", " ) ] & 2
heralt and sorcery;ggrodactr 0f blsck maglcgyassoclate him with

underworld of darkness. His mantraus call forth legions of ---
- s = ERNRCINY I P ..‘(1 5 - L) ’

ste, evil spirits, jand even the godess of death herself, to --w---
mplish nis malil DUrDOSES. Should they at first refbdge «=-w--

T~

the name of’hnis guru {teacher) he can br ng cven the gods to hig ===

in ebsolute subanijssion. Bruma, Vishau, andé Siva are powerless
~ - -y, . - Y . e .
pefore W¥xm the tralnud‘ﬂuoluljﬂ. Vet every magiclan has his muzpgxks

EN

superior who can'take @is measure' in the prictise of black art.

not uncommon for a magician to knoclz out a teooth of his riva;/f%us

moking it impossible for him to »nroverly pronounce his formulace.
("] -l o oy

Should this mappen, hilk

on 1ncorrect rendering of hi

or fades to the vanishing point, for by

[0

mantramslhc stands the chance of ~-==
o

&

experiencing all the cplamities he would call down upon the heads

others.

perstitions:

"O

- b . . .
I cannot leave this subject without mention of thne simpnler ---

s
nive hunan materiagl upon which the macician

s
i)
O
iy
&
o
&

. |
his workx; and the Indians u”iV“tJ is peculiarly manifested in

unwavering belief in luck and omens. The untutored =mind of xum

cr explains cvery expericence of his consclous and

' |, )
unconscious 1ifs by magic. Belinses are caused by some momster
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|
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swollowing the guil or moon. An carthoguaxe is bat the disturbhance
oroduced when the god vho carrics the rorld changes his burden from
|
! .
to the other. Ruhutelam (luek:y tine) and Gulikakalan

\
i
. | . -
(unlucky time) detormine the precise wmoment for the performance of

the ceromonial, the‘bcglallur of uny spccial work, and the naling

. | . .
. | . .
of & Journcy. To mocF, when starting on a Jjourncy, & fox, two ---
a

Bronmans, o marricd woman, a shephard with his staff,kphopherdess
|

with her milk pot, an pleohant a well magrked horse, flowers or

Trults, is a certain si@n that the object of the journey will be ~--

triumphantly achieved. Put should cats, crows, a wmonkey, a doankey.

o

|
a dbuffalo, n widow, &z %Ofdn carrying water, a barren woman

|
|
deformed person, onc Y# hman, an 0il monger, a broom, ashes, fire-
wood, .snlt; tamarind, br a rope, come in one's way, disacster lies
. ‘ .. . B ’ a
ahead, and onc must stop uﬁtll by the apnearance ongood omen the

\
. . b . :
evil spcll is broken, When he may proceed upon his way. There is

o common water fowl which flies up and down the canals, crying as
| .
|

it zoes, "Vattidi,_vatﬁidi“L In Telugu this means'useless', and
I have known pcople to 'postponc their Journey when this innocent --
bird - . ' . e
Lomre# chanced to mect them in the wgy, telling them their ----

Journey would be'useless'. © You must never pay compliments to an
| _ :
. e | . - . 4
Indian ¢hild or comment on his benuty, for should he ~ cry that ----
| . . .

1ight he 1s under your| svell, which may however be broken by seat-

i . . . “_ s - N ’
2im upon the floor and surrounding him witW buranizng chillies. All
‘ - '-
»33d numbers arc unpropitious except when used in the ceremonial, -~
' i
vhen *three and 'sev 1T are most conuaon. The Telugus do not say

'seven', but 'six-and-onc', for the vernacular word for 'seven' ---

aeans also'to weep'. | Ants crossing the path.of a hunter means that
!

ac will lose hE§ quarry. It ig said that the thief who enters a
|

house on the night of #ho third, tenth, fourteenth and thirtieth



\
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day of the wmonith will return =%k laden spoil. Not only does he
| ' " |
wear soie talisiman, butb, as before noted, he sprinkles ashes, ----

taken from the burningkground, ncar the Jdoor of the house, to nmake

tiie inmates slcep as qundlj as the deud The cheat, the mwnble
the adultercer, and mulﬁ egrex, in fuct every tyone of criminal -----

-f

* ‘ L . 3
Dursucs nls course thrblch life in close touch with the magic arte.

It helps him in his ur\ £ ‘he law, but it also operates ngainst
Mim in the detection'oE hig crime. Sorcerers, necromancers and
soothsayers ouna Nhoican tell where ctolen treasure has heen =-=-

stored, who can dlscoﬂe thicves and other criminals and eclipse

the heroes of Conan Dq le in unravelling the tangled skein of crime.
| :

| | .
Not only in his constious moments, but also in his dreams the
; :
\
Indian is enmeshed 1n‘the net of magic. The primitive mind of nan
the .
makes no dlaulnctlon detween his dreams andpgexperiences of conscious

life, and to the neophyte mind of the Indian villager the former are
| ' :

no less real than theilatt@r, and neturally these also find their

¢xplanation on the maéic lsvel. ‘ Ifoﬁe should dream of ‘an elephan%KAv
he will éurcly hold canwersation with a rajah. ‘Should a king --- ==~
anpear, the gods are 51=‘scib ahd the drcomer will be viesited with
prosperity; To dréam of fruits and flowers will bring riches. . =-
Snakes are 3001ateo in dre am maglic Wi@h childbirth, and temples*'

! .
s i en | .
are linxed with the acq ulcltlon of the highest spiritual culture.
‘ N
\.

But none can control his dreams, and should gz -vidow appgar, =--=-====

dlfflﬂaltles mlll e Qhowcred in torrents upon the dree mers' head.

Should one dream of c#ying men and women, e will fall into -immanent
daﬁger. To dream of}jmékuls~is to be docicved. DPogs and goats

. N .
are agsocia toﬂ with lﬁss of money, scorpiong and frogs, with pain

T o e



and sulfering; and, mirabile dlictu, to dream of a doctor means thaf

-

one will be attacke

o

o’
o
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all
It would secn from the foregoing that,qnder the spell of magic,

India’s mind could never know rest and poace. But it is important

|
to remember that the hand that brings d@cease has also ncallng -

power, and the Weapon‘that,makcs the injury can alsd hepl the Wound.‘

- . \ .
Life's mysteries are solved and its true secrcts dis covefed by h;m
: |
y \ . .
sglone who.rcups closeitoucn with maglce;, and the mugicliane=who can
g Q‘Lfe_ ‘ ' ’ . . |'
diiesrrs SUrishine out of‘l fets darkness, turn defeat to victory, ----- !

bring man's wishes to‘fruition and bestow every gifte-all except, T

zlag, the gift of 1nm3rt311tv.

o psychology religion is complete without a recogn1+1on of

the work of magic

-

| ‘ o
foﬁ while it is per se neither science NOY ww—dew-

religion, inveterate lj it has worked 1ts way into every nva&ﬂﬂmKR

dhase of human life, Wand influenced the rellglous'thlnkiug of thev

A.J-LA.
. | knowle ;e_ ) the
- : & N . SN 3 s s e EN
ages. Jhere sci ﬂTlngﬂngV&ll and wheregreligious life 'is lived
. . | » When_
on its highest 1evel,;naglﬂ dics o natural death. But, religiow

. \ i
wearies in its quest for whut iz best, and nobdlest, and in its +----
: ‘ . :

relanse, follows the ﬂinc of greatest_traction and of least resistance,
it is magic which hus|ever furnished an outlet for its cnergy. . ---

Indiats philosonhers ﬂqu’in their "CGnana Margan" (way of knowlédgeL

nushe their'transcenﬁental reactions to the furthermost realms of

| - e s .4 :
pure ought; but onetis prone to asgk "Tow does this relate itself
to the masscs engaged \1n the humdrua tasks of 1ife?”  If Indian =---
. | - :

relizion ie to frec iﬁhclf froi telief in &% wechanical. control éf?ﬁig

]

that freodom Lan result only when, by the spread. of scicatific =--=- -
‘ b

i o N

nowledge, mca come t0 know that the world is not the »nlay ground of

e e e NN Jo— UG



ghosts and demons, but an orderly whole in which man is free to

(21)

work out his life's purpose, and realize his ideal, in co~partnership

with his God.




