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TITS drTY OF GOD by ST. AUGUSTINE
---~-----~----------------------

I

st. Augustine Iwas tlleFather of the wester'll Church, the
t].,p,..v, ~

following~ the c~rC\..UIlstanceEI, Which led to the production of'
I

the present work. IThe Goths, the greatest of the Teutonic races,
I

began to harr.!" the IboTde:rs of the great Roman JitlpiTe in the

thi:rd centuI'Y, wherl the E:.npire was beginning to deJ1ine.
,

The Emperor Aureliafn, gave them. in tITe yea:r 270 A, D. a piece
I

of territoTY wh~ch lIs now called Roumania. neTe they dwelt in peace

for nearly a centufr. They lea~ed the Latin language. ~blbed

the Roman CiVilisa~ion and at the teaching of Ulfias, an Arillan

missionary from co~stantinoPle, many of them embraced the Christian
,

faith. This strong liking for Arianism prevented not only

the complete CivilJsation of the Oaths, but also their cOillplete
. I

i

union with the Romalns ..
I

?ressed by a Tlartar invasion they crossed the Danube,
"

and With the consedt of the Emperor~ settled down on its Southern
I

bank,' In their nelw home they,. 11oweveT, suffered. 111treatment

at the hands of thel Roman officers. Enragea by their contanual

outrages f they inva~ed and occupied Thrace anQ. thus optained
• I

a pe:rmanent footingl in the Eastern EmpiTe. The great Roman Emn1re
I

was so far, fTee frpm them.
i

Its great wealth, howeveT, soon

at tracted their at tr~tion.. T11eTe was consiclerable confUSion at

Rome.. Weak 3mperofrs succeede(:l one after another to the throne ..
. , I

personal :pleasure,~~d not good govenr~ent~ was the object of the
I

3iIi.peror, and cons.eqfentlY there was a great deal of misgovernment ..
I

Alaric, the King ofl the Visigoths, one of the three Gothic tribes
I .

took advanta.ge of this unsettled condition of the Empire to pounce



upon it and make it his prey. His attempt was, howeve:r, for a tim:::
I
I

rendered futile bt the [kPlomatlc vigilance. of stilico, the skil-

ful western Genetal. BY. tb:e murder of' stilieo, soon afte=>

at the order of II the Emperor EonoTions, Alane secured a nice
• I

oPPOTtunity.. Thrifce did he march against the g:reat city and
. !

the mistTess of trie world was at last brought down to the dust..

The fa~l of the g~eat oapital drew forth bitter eXpressions of
!

sorrow f:rom Wr1ter~ , among Whom may be mentioned st AUgustine•
. !

I

From his own pen ~e have this masterkY work, The City of God,

Which is the SUbjelct of the present enquiry. The work was
!

bf.;gull in 412 and w~s completela on lY in 427 ..
I

In this wo'rk s~. Auguetinlg deals With a number of objections

raised against Ch~istianity.. Traces of the great· heathen
i .
I

superstition stilliremained ~long the people. At first they

thought the acceptfnc8 of Chrlst.i~nity assuxed. them of peace and;

p:rosperlty.. Thm-S~ disast·ers of Gothic, invasion were taken
I •

to have been cause4 by the anger of the SlOdS Whom they h.ad. deserted

st .. Augustine answers this 1n two ways. Flr~t in most eloquent
! "

terms he describes l: th6 Roman misfortunes in her pagan days,. and
i

then second-ay he ~lSO points out, the same fate for other nations
I

I •

who still had th6ifr pagan de~~tles... He then concludes by a long

compartson of' the ~uman and divine cit~Sand by an expression of'

his firm convlctioJ that aaill more glorious "destiny awaits the

01ty of God.,.

Those Who havel escaped the :sword of' the bll!rbarians and are

now "most

mind that

uetutantlYI1nSUl tlng our Christ r s servants rr .. must bear in
- I '

their escabe from the generak massacre was entirelY due
i

to their professing ~he name of Christ Which they now hOld in

ridicule. To abuse'i that name Which in the hour of need 11ad been
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only shle.Jd of defeIjlce,is nothtng but"ingrate pride and
!

I

ungodly madnesa1f '!'

I

In the second :Pt?C6 1it shoUld be borne in mind that the

past history is altOg~the:r agains;t the assertion that the gods

of the nations n:roteJted in any way !'efugees in their temn_.1.68.
- !

i

Are not Aeneas; D1om~de and UIYEisee and many others Wi tness6S to
I

this tronth.? Is it Itme to say that the destr".rctlon of Troy was
!

due to the loss of :pa~lad1.m'? If' 1 t 1s answered because of' the

slaughter of" the ksep,rs, 'Why 1s It then ,J' that the image was

adored as the 1J:reserv~:r of' the cou:a.t:ry and c1tizens, when, it
I

could not preserve it~ aVon keepers».
I

The most pOl'Ula:h Ipoet Virgil calls them tf'fallen gods and
I

conq'J.ered gods· as neehlng protection from uu.man beings.. If' such
! '

1s the case, wOUld it hot be unwise to- commen.d Rome to their
I

protection or to aSS6rf that Rome would not hav~sufferedhad it

been committed to them:. IS it no1~ madneEs tl) worshin such over-
i" '-

thrown delties? To ~eu1cata su~~n an. idea bf" people WhO' in the
,

name of Chrtst :round all the strl9ngt~ and protaction :from 1)artl.
! .. -

What is it but tnequitlous ingntltttde?
"

or compare again; the res})ectlve mertts of' the heathen temples

and the church of the ~:POstle's.. The veri be$t of" the first,

the temple of Ju.no~ t~e QUeen of all other l$od~, was the store
J:>!
I r,:!w,

- 1,-- whereas

the secondJl>

was secured

I

the churcJ:!l of: the Apostles'
I

for tile ::refugees"
!

liberty and safety

There is no need Iseeking fOJ~ examples from the heathen
I

nptiona outside. The Ivery Homans themselVes,. who are now
,
,

maintaining the su~~~ty of their national gOdSJnever Spared the

lives of those Who ned! for refuge: Into the temple precincts of the
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conquered cltles~

So Whatever ha~pened to Rome was but the natural effects
I

of' war. AnY merc.y tlhat was shown to the fugitives was the outcome
I .

of the spirit at Ohrllst whom now they hold in Itldlcule..,

Now may some aakf,. how is 1 t.. tha t the gracious God send~ nia

blessings and also Sl.lffertngs
t

al:i.ka to the. good and to the Wicked?

The answer,. says' Augulstln.e" is simple.. Goo. makes His, ~ to nse

on the jus't and unjUs~ all1Ce" giv:tng the ::tatter the chance for

repentance and esca-pJ :tram punls1:1ment which 1s awaiting them.

The su:rfet'L'1.g~ of. thel just" like flre tCl gOld,,· only purifies them;
!

while the unJus.t ·are ponsumeu 11J~e chaff by' the same fire.. ' The

same experience proa.upe13 twO' altogether differenteffects~upon
I

two classes, aCC01.'din~ to' th.elJ: natureS...

"The causes of~orrectib:n.s that befall the goOd arid bad togeth~r:'• . "I . .

I
,

The contamination bTl the general wickedne·ss of the world to- whiCh
,

ieven the goodhaVa SLl.?cuabed. sec~ondI.Y even if we kept o:urse~ves

free f'rom taint of' e1r! 1 if . . t
i - ,. .$ may have :neg:tea.ed, tQ warn the wicked.

against his evil cou:r~e. SUch, neglect; 1.."1 Godt·s sight 1s criminal

Thi:rdlyp the suffer1J1g of'. the righteQus maY'1i ;U...."k;e that of Job' s~
i

test the genuineness ~d reality of their piety and godly love,

and confirm them in tria same,. ThUS,. may be verified" the dictl..lm
,

of' the APostle), u tha-rlall things~ work. togethe:r fo:r good to them
i

that love God. tt In ~he 10S8 of' worldly possessions .. the Christian
I •

does not losa h:ts :rea~ riches; his faith in and zeal for God, things
I

which actuallY enrich IhlS SOUl.. TI;:) those Who are spintuallY

rich,. such reverses olt- worldly fortun~}iS only another cause for
i

blessing God. And to! those weak SOul s,. Who love Ghrist and. yet

cling to their :possessi!iOnS with affection,. the loss of SUCh, will be

but a discl-Pllne faT a: higher life~ AS fOT others, Who had given
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1

up their worldJ.Y g90ds for the sake of voluntary :pove:rty~ were

in no way losers~ b~cause, by their n mamm.oh of unright.eousnessf'

they have made la-St.i(ng riches. Uot a. few among. them had.. been

tortured to. pJ:OOllce Ithe gold they pas sessed. n.ot. Even such suff'er-
1

"Lng onlY drew then! p.earer to the Master,,. ~d prepared them all
, '

the morel' for th~. h~avenlY reward. rese:rved for them.
I

Now. :regaxding [the nature of' death to 'Os pre:rerred:~ it
, .

matters not what kint' of an end a man meets With, but how he meet.s

it. All depends; uP
I
n what fOllows,. W111cn again is the result of

I

the preceding 11£'6,;.1:
I

About the bur~al of

does not: af:fee-t the future
i

pI'ope:rlY buried,. as. fur om Lord 11as said ''-those ,that kill

the body and after t*-ey can. do no mo:re~':.. Thl,::!, does no,t v however,,"
I cL..'--f.-~ .

take away :from us- th.' neQesslty of' according for the bodies of
. ' "-

saints.. Which the H017 Ghost has onee ilsed as In.stl1.1ments· for

- the fUlfl1im~nt. &;f ai, :pu~o~es. we hald their bodies in. respec:t.
1 " ' , ', '."

by reason. of' their a~sQe1at~on. llIrltrt", q.r being t\art of'~ the men whom
i

we loved.. we have.!t' I,to: Wa:r'rant us in thls,th8 words· of' ou:!: own
I ' ", , , ' ' ",.

Lord whet commended tbie woman: whOt annOinte¢ lti.m: agains.t His deata and

As to the· capt:!JiVity,. whicll has. been the lot of 8Om·e saints,. It
i

may be remark-,ed tha~1 !ie Wil.l. never allow His ehe sen,. ones to be

without spir1tua:t com~ort.p even, uuder the most trying circumstances
!

of bondage. This isl well exemplified in the cases of ·those child:rEn
I

in BabYlon or of: Daniel in the lions I' den ..
I

1

HeTe again,. we ~ave a noblje, exa.'Il-ple of: patient endurance of

. af'nietion .jfor the skke of' maintalnlng an oath taken in the name
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of a pagan deity.. R~gulas~ tha1~ indomitable gene~al,. true to his
,

oath~ handed himself' back to the eD~em1 to suffel""at their hands,
I

bitter persecution.. . i The pagan goa:,. evidently did not save his

:fa1thful devotee.. ~at it cOUld not do for one'~ it can never
I

do for muJ.tltud:e' and I far thX' Whettel' city.

hands of

because
"

the

the

the

No"

• I

The V101~nce'~ wntCl1 the virg1.I!;s sufferedi," -at the

conqaere:rs, does ~ot in any W'a;}' make them. guikty,
,

real guilt 11..ea i~ the conseILL of' the' wi1l 2ratner than, in.

abuse of one!s mem~e:ts th:rougrL external violence..

IS". "vo1u:tl.taIY d;~ath before dish~nOu.:r'" justifiable '1
. I .•

becaUSe",. it i.IlV01.+es the putting; an en~ to. tUe: l'ife oJ:' an·

indiVid.ual without the warrant of the :Law'a secondly-, the cXime
i

in this case. is. grea~er,.. becausE~ the indi,vidual. suiciding i.e a
i

righteous soul,!, If the suicide a·f' Ju.das$,i .~ man who- was al:ready.
I

glUt;r,. was mentioned. I as: a crtm$:,,' much more' Wi:1 be the penalty
,

foI' pu.tting an encl to la SOU.l that loves honou.r~

S·:;6.1 tilE'- t 2. :.l2n 18 no~ jl:tstified in tsl::1E<£ away, his ovm life :for
I

:fecrr of" violent lU8t of' saldi ers",
I

1 .. Sueh C'ompel1.ed p:tostitU,t,.io:n.
,

is no sin,un:tat!~ one3lmin~ consen.ts to it,. and 2.. 1...'1. puttlngan.
,

ens to a life one deetroyamimlO'cent soUlet>
i .•

I
I .

Lucretia is/ ofteq, quoted bY' the, opponen"b as a set off' ~galnst
I

ChristJ..anity~ becau8~j\' she stabtled herself after Tarquin's
I

son ha.d ravished her... ; Let us laoLj> a Ii t tIe mOTG closelY :"nto

her mind was pUTe an4 she herself committed no sin. And this 1s
I

the verdict of many a Igreat Roman. ...
I

!f this is true, in stabbing

herself' she unlatfi"!..llJ4¥ broug.llt about the death of an innocent
I
I

SOUl,. for Which she qould not but be guilty... suppa se agaL11."



on the other hand, ~lo:o.g With t.he, viol,ence perpetrated on her

she inwardedly gave ~er cOIlsent" and afteI'wa:rda :remorse .:..ed her
. ,

to suicide he:rse+f'. ; Then she 'bec:om6s an adu:tt.:ress though,
,

ha:r murde:r of he:rtSeJ.* may be justliied as: a self inflicted. pUnlsh-
,

mente So in whatever way we iooK at 1 t we will find it
!'

diff'icult to ex(:tll.pa~e the much p:l:aised Lucretia. But as :regaros

the Christian wom.en! waG suffere~ -plat.lentlY the violenc~ of tne
b:rutal sOldiersI"' but, did not ha:rm; tj:leir owt1;;,S$J.ves, theI'e 1s nothlng

I
,. . b .r..J.. i t·G.2sparaglng a, oU"1 lone:r ac .. J:.ou". on the·. cont:rary tnl.s must be

laid, to their

id.ea of public

a:td. God ...

I

credilt.. For the::! are not caX':rled. aTtiay by a false

onin:ibn. but, stan,;O:. true -to their Q1'm conscience
ff I

I

In view of" the labov8',... it becomes' plain..$' that under no cir....

cumstances, ~s a m~ justified i:p. puttiI!;g. an. end. to his QVili
!

life. "Thou sha].t !n.ot lt1.lltt f'oXbld.$ the taking away another's
I .

life as well as oneJ OWII..
. I

Does this injm;letloIi appl¥ to all c·a..se'$ ofmurdeJ; without

exception? No ... GOd; d06$ no't ha~ld, a m:angull,t¥ for putt11lg a man

to death if he does! it iIl obedienee to t1l.~ general dictates of law

and justice" 02"1' u~der 8peeia]~ inj;uncti.on: <;t1.J.:6Ct from HJ.mself

as in the case of Abrahaltt sacrlf1eing Isaac.. These are- :indeed.

exceptions, being b~t the outcoml:l: of the public law of' justice l'
I •

I

or the command. of' the tOimtain of all Justice...
•!

I

The vOluntary) death can llever be accounted magnanimous
I

because it only bet~aY5 the lalck of the moral. endurance.! on the -part
. I

of the Victim, e1thler of physieaJL misery or' of public censure.

The case of' elata, who ki:lled himself,. because he could not
I

endure Caesarts. trtbmpl1,. is an example... If' to live. at the mercy

of Caesar_ was an ~vil to be avoided at all costs, why ShOUld he
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when. he :put an end ~o his own life advise his Son to trust to·

Caesar fu"'1d save- his· 111fe? Again." rementpe:r the wordso:f Ghrist,..

Bae- He advl,sed His dislciPles to' f1 ee in the face of persecutIon,

even. though gr$at Plejsstngs vrere awaiting them in the life to come...·
I, -.-.{_

In thisrespect'i we cs.n!- he:lp feeling that Regulas excelled'

most of' the herO'a~ bepause.. he sll.fferedhimself to be illtreated
I

by the enemy :rather tpan be hls own eite;;utiQner*-. More' corrunendation'
I

1, s due to Christians.. : WilO B.J."e eag;e:tlY 100kln~:for (1;.• rew~rd in. the

life to come, yet patfentlY awal1~"the God. a~Jpointed time, instead

of being Illuderers bf' their own. 11ves.
I

If' it is argued. J~hat the suicide is justifiable providing it
I

iwas to pTeevent sin,. td> which prol)al)1y ou-r frail human nature: might
I

have taken an enticing dellght in the pr.esence: of sin" it might
i

be answered that in siGh a case we are committing, a certain c.:nme",
I

mu:rder, to :prevent. a ffu ture crimet of' impurity... · By this act of'

ID.u:rder we are f'orev8J;"lputting an end to all opportunities for
I

re:pentance on the part of the soul on whom the ~vl1 might hav·e.
I

been thrust upon. . ~ence un.der no circumstance,s, can be justified.
,

the committal of one ~rime for the prevention of another~

But at the same !time we must beware of' condemning

those Saints Who mightl be thought of as having acted unwa~rantably
I

or unlawfullY in this matter.
I

If they had special divine comm~d

to :put an end to threifr lives. in the fe.ce of eVil, they oUgl1t not
,

to be held underd.U~ cohd~ation Wl1ateve:r for theiT acts... A
'J, I I

sOldier is justified i~~;{illing an enemy, in obed:tenc.e to the.
If. '.
I

instructions of' his SUferior o:ffl(~er; while 1the SC:hl1e act) apart

fTom SliCO ins~ructions} would be c:rlrn:lnal ...

Voluntary dea1;.h is no vmy oj~ esca.ping the futuTe evil. If' it
i

I

is, then the best advl~e would be that all Who are converted,
I

][JI.
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to kill themselver soon afte:r: theY' obtain rem.ission of their
I ,

sins. ThiS,. one might saY;f 16 madness, and so' is the other.
!

I

The reason Why Innpcents saints were sometimes a::"lowed of God

Ito be mal trea-ted, bV the lustful. Pagan, might. have been :to teaen

them more huml11.t1~ or to wanl' thettt lest they shoUld pride
I

in their own Vi:rtu~.. Inneitl1eJ~case- are they rejected in
I had .

God r S Sight. if" thry1remained pUTe in His eYM. The Christiana
I

aTe al,lowed by' the~~' God. to suffer the fury of the enemy,., e1ther
I

for tTial of theirl ps:rfect1011;e or the :reform of t11eir lm.perfectill:n
I

11ves,. and. at tIlel same time God :reserves t.hem. a rewa::rd for

their patient suffbrings of tl8mpe:ral distr:esses.. Those that
I

find a so:rt of bonfage in Ch:rlstia.Tl life,. do not fully realise

how great help,. an~ not a himlra:nca they have in Christla.TJ.ity..
. i

SClpl0Jt the great ~om.an", :p:leade,d for the preservation of" the power....
I

fUl enemy of ca:rtl1l~geJl' pn the, g:round that her eXistence WGtlld be
I

"both a con:ven1,eint tuto!" and. a neee·sa.a:ry terrortt-.. So alSO does

Christian1ty se:rVje to many.
I

step by step ~he, Romans ,s-mbitioD; grew. to: etten a height ,;.

stazs playS were 'f~:r:st :tntrodJlcea. a.s a resalt of thl~ corrtlption

in. the name of godlS Oli,

time.

went on..

she

Nothing but la 'WorlD" dom:tnation was her motive", Her did

rest contentJ with With :power when she' gained 1 t from. time to
!

The vices p:f the UetrlOpolls became conspicuous as days

Not on~y did the eitizens :rejoice inyi immorality

but eYen S',lch camel to be -practised. in the name of gods'!'

The stage became la common feature of Roman pasttime.. Al though
!

Rome thus morally ISUnk lower and lower" yet the grace of God was
!

manifested in the #loderation of the sufferings' and persecution in

the City..
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After attempfir..g an answe:r to those Who attribute the
I

recent calamities pf the inv8sion of Rome to the religion of' Ch:rist,
I

in the second iTOlm!rre the author proceeds to answer every objectlQ"B.
I

other than those of a frivolous, nature, raised by the oDPonents
I

of Ch:ristlanity.. I R~ :;;Joints out that there is no proof' to show

that t118 calamltl~~ of the ImTas~on were due' to the Spread. of" .
r . •

ChTistianiiy. Tfltt had been. so" wny were, theTe so many 'Worsa
I
I •

mise:ries before the Chnstianreli.gi.on received a public ::recogn1.tlon,

To a casual observer of the method of som.e of the
I

Pagan sacrifices" that :for e:&:ample for Be:recYllthia". the celestial

virgin,. vli11 soon ~ecom.e olea:[' the fact that these pag8:.:.'1. del ties

cannot in any way pros~e::r the lives o£ their worshipers by giving
i

good. laws", HoW fl~tl1e then. must be the worshi-p of sflch :powers
I
I

as take a -oleasure in evil and. that licen·sa all kinds or Vices
-'" I

I

to be. perpetuated in their names" HoI" is it possible that
I

such a well known f!:0ddessOl: wh()' allows such filthy -olays
i

to be enacted in he·:r name and honour" playa that would shock: the
, "

I· .
modesty of any wompu,. is wort~nr to, receive p::r;:aiseand ado-:ration

I
from any hones.t man or woman..,

!
I

Or again. notipe tha absenc~ of ap.y pUbliC. worship where the .

true standaTd of" mp:ra1.ity aJ:'6+ set forth to the people, Where
I

I

they are eXhorted ~o :pure l.ivlng and upright lives,... Row unll:ce

are the pagan wor~hi:p from trlat of the Ohristian,. in this

. respectt.

Tlnat about thb moral :precents we sometimes come ac:ross in the
I -

writings or some or the pagan Philisophers? Are they not a right
Icy'.e to live up to~ and do they not commend to their follcweTS the
I
I

pagan deities worspipped by these philosophers? These phIlosophers

have some of them hTitten excellent things reg~:rding the ffi.orals



and 11fe.. But In~smuch as ttle'S'· have not divine authority
I

a..'1d that some of t*e nobler tE~achlngs are often mixed with
I

. grossest Vices, an~ that they often depict their deities devoid

of any stand.a:td of" *ora11ty,.WE~ are compel~ed to- set a 11mt

to thai"l' usefulne:s"si or even aceeptance.,.
I tt.,...

B1.lt~ ona may: say, that these plays are"produq,tl.ltllo-:f
I

yoetlcal fancY rat~er than. sanet·loned practice.s of their gods..

We don't condemn 1t~ if' it is lSO,. btlt onl"y because If gods themselves
I

did. so strictlY con$-and,. yea, and even in some sort: extort :from
I
I

them the public pTe~erttlng and dedication of those ~lays unto

their honours"' Be~ides we find that stages were first ordered

in Rone by the authbrisation o~ the chief prieets.
I
I

That,. t11e Romans? lik.e thiS G:reeks? did: not wish to check the
. I

liberties of th~ir poets,. and: that the poets", therefore$"
• . I '

WT:>te roul stoxies",1 uncondenmed. lJ'1 the, peo:ple is no HTgu;:lent;

since the slander Iof the gods if unjus~lY made makes the act Bti~l

more vU.lgar.. Therel 150 n(j ground of" tt'4.th,. whateve:r~ for these.

Tlhey are:- al~ the work: of. that, evilspl:rit F
I '

Who wants to indUde pe.ople to all sorts of villan.y by $tating
,

su.ch acts as proceep.ing fro-Ill G'od andtheref'o-l;'e of Divine approval.

}Tot only that,. ev~" the natlo'nal estimat.ion. of" slleh -playa
I

was g:rea\tkt im:.porftant officers in the state weTe. made the
I

prtt8.ts of' indecenJt statements.. But 01p10,. the one greatly esteem.....
I

I .Lad amo.:1g the Roman~,. refused tOrlayers ·,.:'ermission to have the name

and. manners of the iCitizens} by' any means to be abused. in that: 'WRYIi!
I '

fu'1at does 1 t shOll? i It shows that in a way he held the name and char
I

actar of the Roman citlzens to be above that of the gods..
i

The Romans :r~:fused to honour thei:r acto:rs With a place: e1.ther
I

in a plebian tribe lor in the Senate. Why? If such actors are
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doing wrong", the gqds in whose~ honoux, these plays are a.cted

should lawfully be Icondemned. Yet the strange Roman

contradiction 1s this,. they assume Ethat the actors are
i

in no way to be he~d honou.:rablett; 11 and yet t11e gods are worthy of all

honour and wOTshi-pJ Further' we read that Plato excluded

the noets f~om a well governe~ clt7;
~, i

Whereas, the Roman gods

required :plays; for ~he LncreasEJ' o':t their honour. I s it not then.

a I1gt.timat6' conclu$ion that plato is in point of morality
I

11igheT than the pag<in gods'?
i

Again, 1 t is orr a known, fact, that the Romans bor:r·::nved
i

i &

their laws from otqer nat \ons,. more espeqially from the Greek;s...

If the Roman

necessity of

nations1.

gods h::ld any stanc.ard of justlce~ wherein lies the

borToJng laws fof,· theiT wOl'shippers from other
I

It 1s sqmetimes sald that the gOd$ weI'e unwilling to

give Ronans laws' be~ause,. .If ju.stice and. honesty prevailed. as much
i

with them by natureias by lawn.
I •

One has only to make a brief'

survey of the RO;l8.U !hi,.$t:n7 t.o see the absu..:rdity of tl1at assul!lption.

Most men, g£ e~inence inoluding TullYf bsqr Witness to the

fact that theTa weI'~ ~jUStiC6~ and oor~19tion in the Rqman

Bestdes" most of them maintain that it is dLfficult

to caTry' on a Commonwealth wl.tb.out such drawbacks. But we find. no
i '

I

regret of the kind f,prpressed. b~' the Rom.an gods of the corruption
iof the Commonv.;eal th ..: To t1188 SUC]:l a state of trlings was out a

na:t'u:ral conseCiuence land they navel' attended to. its betterment ..
oJ. '. !

if these

find. anoth~r alas s of people· aSKing us the question, tl1at

gods are bJt evil spi::rits, h01T is it that they exercise
I

!

so much power? It iis a mistal~:e to assume. that the gifts of

temporal blessings ~:re in the ];JoweI' of these evil spirits. If

they have any powerlat all. it is simplY because I they aTe permitte~
I
I



by the Almighty GOd! to exert it. Like wicke~ men in authority
I

they are some.times llp8d as ministers to His Qrdinance.'
I

These devil gOds~ while they prosper theiT servants? never
• I

bare

This

to

is

I

inrorova their mora~ cha:t:'acter~ or,check: their '~rilla!1ies "
- I .

well shOWIl~ tn, the case of SYlla" Whom tlley encouraged.

with

These devils show by~ their own. 19xaml'Ies' what a :privilege it is

to be licensed t~ a!1 sorts of wickedness.
I

I

But, here, saysl one,.. these cLevil god.s h2.ve given noble
I

precepts privately tp some of' tI1eir followers .. What, of t11eir
I

teaching and sanct.llop to' pUbl.ic fmpurl tV? Granting that they .
, ~~-

have given sU.ch". th~ are the;~T' spreading the most Vile lln:9'urities
I /l

in public, Whig-:-e:rin~ at the Sa~l1e time moral pI'L."1cl"ples in :;lI'ivate!.

The introduction into the Rom~~ lsociet¥ of such debasing ylays

in the name of gods,. was one of the causee of the do'mlfall of the

Roman state. flhat a
l

g:reat diffe:rence from the nature of worship

of the Christian Telligiou" v¢.ere the :public ar,e· eXl.'1orted to t"1.l1l, from
I

all ,wickedness and Ito lead a plr~ ~~d holy l1ves~ and are warned

of t1:1e judgement to borne.. Here are God's precepts Est fo:rth,.
i

ais acts recounted ~ and His merc;{ irn.:plo:red~
I

There aTe tv/o ~i:p.ds of' eVils. tha.t should. be dreaded..- th.e
I

moral and the ~empo~al.- Of t:hese , the former is in ever]' way

mO:'8 to be dreaded.. I And yet the pagan people of' Rome att~i'bute all

to the la:t tar,
I

Granting that they are I'ie;h.t in their

assumption, euen thEf1J.~t will be found impossible to maintain

tha t such adversit~es were dU1i~ to th·e CI1.1'istian religion,. since we

find such things ha~ ha~pened While the world was Sunk. in
I

Paganism. The god~ cap~ot blame the men as having brough~ about

the temporal evil ~Y their moral delinquences. For the gods
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themselves aTe Just~y to be condemned for similar offences.

If the :refusal

based on facts•.

or varro of God's 11avin~ raleed un children· ;s
I . . _. . - . ~

then !1 t must be allowed that many fictiQins found
I

theiT way into religilon,.. fu'1.d.. had. been for gener~tions bel.ieved

as tru.e by the mass iof the people. It is impossible to Conoeive
I

that the god.s -r;unistl ce:rtain offences and let similar ones
. I

go unnoticed. RomaJ.~S~ fq:r example j . muxdered his brother.

No god seems to haver illi.~icted any punishment • It 1s agaLu said

that 1Iuma pompllius n!ad a. continued peace in his :reign becaus~
I
I

of the favour of his ,god. This cannot be. since the more eaxnest

Vlorshi:p by frequen.t ~ac:rlf'i.ces ,oaly came afterward.s.

If these gods were powerful enough to bestow rewards and

punlslliuents upon the state~ as they wished, how COuld we account
I

for t.he. fact that the, stat".l'~.. of Apollo shed. tears foI" n1.ght and. day
}

showing that what he I had wished. he: was unable to secUTe ...

HoI' does the' rrrll t:lplicit]' of gods seem to have safegtHlrded
I

Rome from the impending d.angers.. The abol.ition of the rrionaTeh7,

the succeeding hist?2"Y of the ConSlllate, all show very well. the

futility of reliance: on the RomatL gods.
,

p.~so notice the mieeTy

that fell 'uponthe R?manS in their ..t\.frican wars.. How mucn. dev'asta-

tion., loss of 11ves~ upsetting of small. kingdoms, the hastened dOWll-,

fall of Rome, and t~e' alm.ost complete. anihllation of the hosts of

the two contending ka:rties, the most lamentable disaster to the

Ronan Army,. sustain~d at the hands of Raniba:t~. the dissolution

of the saguntineS'1 the swom friends of the Romans~ -J.£J.l these

a..'1d a many other inpidents mig11t be quoted tel show how futile

has been the :relianpe yut upon these pagan gods. It 1s hardlY
I

necessary to touch u-:Jon the internal troubles Which led to so much
! -
I

bloodshed and anarchy. Compared With these the horrors of the

Gothic invasion are! nothing. ~rhe gOIff}4,s s~Jared so many of the Senators



The ca1.am.1.tie~ t1J.at Oefel]. Rome, 1.n yearspxeded..1.ng tha advent

of: Ghristiani.ty~ are- in' every respect much more terrible: ami the
I

people, who aft.ar haVing seen and suffered from such t:r2gedy venture

to at t:rlbllte the h~rro:rs of Ule present calamity to the name of

Ch:::lst, show an u.tt~r dls:regaTcI t.o· truth and. all. qV6TSight of fact·
,

which 1.5 nothing sh~:rt of crimInal!!'
,

Regarding the! happllless of a man, does 1 t consist. in. the>
• I

1Jossess~oIl of' Wer1 th? WeaJL th 1:3- often. tl;le cause or great
H

axiety and t6mpt.a.tiiprlS; Whereas,. tl, contented and gOdlY, poor man" ,

is a more enviao::..e Object", TIle· case of power and. regality

is the same", To th~ good". StlCl1 a: possession is .a means of' d.oings.ood.

but to the WiCked,,: it is but a snar's as affording wider scope

for the desires of 1118, lUSt. anci wo,rldliIles8.
I

The Virtuous ~la~Q

Iis God's free man;. pnd the vielous wealthy is but the WOIldS:s slave.

If justlc& iSI once;, set a:Elide; the kingdom will becom.e but

a thief's pu:rcb.ase", What t:ne pi:rate was doing? on a S8al~ scale in
I

the sea~ was "but a :OO·l't:rai~, ill.. m.iniature~ of Alexandel;'l s wo:rk in

the Wide worl.d.
,

.:\mong the goc..e Whom Rpme aclqred.'9" Jove wa.s the~.l:p:rem,~" and he
I

according to varo". ~B the' one god. to bs worshipped. Without a statu.e ..

If' this is so,. loof at the degradation. and corrupti.on att:ribu.ted

~y the creation of a mUltitude of gods. The contentiourthat
I

these many and i1Jumne:rable gOdlS are but part and powers of one· aml
I

the same god Jove# p;mnot stand to reason because 1... there Wil~
,

then {)e no need of worshl:Dping the different parts.. For" in
~

adorL~g the Whole, ~e are adoring the parts~ 2~ If all the parts

are to be adored sebaxatelY in orda!.' to please them all,.. it
I

I

becomes -plain, that, they aTe not all one and the same god.,. but

different ones Who ~ll be Pleased or displeased by one and the
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same act. 3. FUr~her,. it blecomee impossible to worship al~
I '

of "':.hem, as only· a rew of the stars have yet reca1iJ.ved fu'1y lIUbl1a
I

Tecognitionas deities.

are displeased...

Thus in trying to please a few th,e others

Regarding thel pan.theisti~J l.dea. that God Is but the world.

s01J.l~ andthe .outward world is lii.a body, it may be aSked., how then

can we degrad.e o,r d>~stroy an:r ()b~1 ect. without thereby hurting
i

God's body? If th~ plea. is that only rational beings are

part ,of' GOd,. then i't will have to be granted that the whole world

is not part of God... I .And againjt in pun.ishing a hu.:nan beings we
i

are punishing Godj! <Ei.nd. in the lr1.e:e~t of man,. we ma.'e.8 God., a 'Partner..,
I

The justice of puni,Snment for crimes w11l become lm:possible

as God. would be ird'1icting it ()n His own. paTt ..
,

It 1.s noteworthY that even soma of the most devoted

worshipeTs of gOds:': have recei ired[: with qontentment the $llper....

stitions belived. at tile C()D.tem:.oor2.l:::Sir The Kings or the' \)oTld

have encouraged the: wor~hi:9 of, a multitude of godp of the

c:Jllquered peOP1.8S1' in the hope that by-so- doing,.. theY' WOUld bind tk....

affection¢ and lO'1a~tY' ot" those p8o:ples in their SeI1l1ce and sover...

eignty. This, was IparticularlY true of Roma~, Rom.e's deiti.8s

increased. as the nU~ber of nati.ons she conquered increased"
I

This state of !'things in which both the good. and ,bad hold

E,y:ay? and in Which dne man reigns. oyer anotl1e:r 1 1s not to contLTlue.

for all times. Ai an appointed tLlie, vmich 1s hidden from our

knowledge~ s.hall usqer in the fullness of His sovereignty, in

Which no Dail shall ie in bona.age to another; and that wi.t.hout
I

the wo:rsh:i:p of' thesEt nwnberlesB deities~ the one aml true God

shall be adored.
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After having looked into the polytheisism and pantheism of the
,

pagan world, let us:look briefly into the science ollI ast:rology

so fi:rmly belieV6tl i In~. and stoutlY maintained by the Ro::anworld.

as well as by some ({f' the mode:rn nations. This belief may

"be 6itner of" twO' kinds... One tl1at God has granted a power to the

stars which they may exercise at will for the good or evil of

hu:n~n1ty..
I

J...nd to :prevent sucbt evil Consequence a they a:re worshir>p-
I

ad aha a:'Pease<'4, ihis has the fal1a.~of" first, admitting two

indeyendent wi.lls that can act over human affairs,. 6r, if one

is subordinate to ~he a·ther:!" (toes not the supreme one deserve
I

our loyalty;. !nd seqondlY" of attributing in.ij.ust,1ce to God
I

in that He has allowed us to' b,e cornmitted to a senate of His
o I

ordinat.ion,. Which mjJght unwarrantedlY act foI' our good or ill..

stars are not the causesThe secon.d pos~tloIl is that these
. I .

the signa of" div:bl$' arpointment of'
I

human destiny.. How could

you account for the ldifferent course of life of tWins, whose

o:rigin is at the saqe- t1rrr8,or oof tV-TO psrsonsborn. s~Ultaneously?

( =o.&.e..:.': t., 1 the wo:rdn::fate lf
;, if'lt mean.s the Will of God, there 1s no

objection' fot it,. e~cept that the WOTa: is no·t popul'arly- up,de::rstood

so.. If, on the oth9X' haRd" ~:eate!t means, as tssometimes surrposed"

a 'Power indepen.dent pi" Gad; then the' tem is objectionable .:for

reasons mentionedaqove).

, It hassbaen ~ointed out,. by' Cicero y that two child:ren,

ben of the same paI1ents ,eXhiblted sYffiptons of waxing and. wal:ning

Etrength simUltaneoUslY~ and that these according to the eminent

astrologer7PosldOniuls,. were due to their conception and bi:rth
I

lmder the influence pr the constellation... Rere ~ :probably" 0

the antecedent f'ac!ts were al together ignored,. and a quite different

cause was attribUte~ to the similarity of their conditions. The
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same heredity" :foOd,.~ exercise, air, and otl1er points of env1.roP..rnent

'might bring about tpis si!Jiilar:i.ty~ On the contrary there are. .

cases of children bo~- of' the same parents and undeI' the s?me
I

stellaI' influence, tpat haye hali div·erse fortunes .. If it 1s

contented that the chiange of time,. small. thougu it 7m3, between the

birth of two tWins,. 2!ffected thei:r S',lbsequent fortunes., it may 'be

aSked,. how is it thalt nO' two tWins,. and: for the matter of tllat

no two person"", ·b.orn iat the sc±me time :pos-sess unity in all

tne' v1e:iss:tt.udes .Qf' tbleir future IivesZ Row can: we accoun.t., for

exa~:ple,. for the disQarl ty of naturesl'" willSl"actions,.. and fortunes

between 3:sau and:. J'ac~b? Who had been born so near together that

the second held. the f11rst by the! heel't If it is alleged that

this dive:rsi ty of fo::¢tunes was due to the sli.ght difference i.n

the times of their biltrth" it may' again be asked:> how 1$ it that

. both conceivedunde':f the sam.6· star, came to be bam. at different

.;- times jin·r;Q~j,..,.j,;;J0" C!'1]~ uToduclnc', such: v::~st difference. in their,. _ 0 I ~ t:

fortur.Jes?· If simul~aneQUS conee];Jtion did not effect sirnmila:r

fo:rtunes in th.eiI" lives,,' what gu.arante-e- is there that simul taneouB

birth would? or ag$.1n still,. lf unity of conception under the

same constellation 1tl.as no power to bring about slmultaneoua
i

biTth". or a similarIty of' progeu;{ (for, Wd often fL."1.d , that

twins are of oy-pos,lt-e sex With d.i"lrergent temperament and

disposltion)~ how C8~ we argue tllat simUltaneous birth under

same constellation w!ll bring alJout a similarity of course and

vicissitudes in the lives of the two im:Uvi.duals~

Granting that ~he destiny of a man is fixed by the influence
I

of the constellation: at his birth);. anothe~ practice of the paga..l1: worn

seems to contradic~ this belief" Auspicious occe.sians are

consulted of' ast:rolbgers,. befo:re the perfo:rmance of any important
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If" the constiSllat.:ou, at ones own birth, has already

fixed.[ once for al.:7 th~ time an.d manner for a man'.s course of action,
. . .. f (- I.t:

wl'lat need is tlrere inJ consulting tIle most c~!~'~'.!"t1""l hour? Can he

urr:l.J the innuenca of the orlgina~ constellation? Take all. t11ese

together,. we may-safer!.y say that there is no method o:r finding

out the horoscope)';.. The astrologers sornetimeSSpsak mant things

wonderfullY and tr~lY. But.. th1.s may be 'elth~:r a matteI' of chan-c;e
I

or by the help @"ff the evil spirlts,. which theY Wo:rship.

Tully maintain$ that the:r~~ is no prescience or: foreknowledge

8itter in God..or maJllOr For,. hl~ says, that if God. Imew be::o:rehand.
,

the events anQ theirl courses, then must they co~e to pass. P~~d,

if' th,j17 must com.e to pass,_ man has no free will to alter thel.1.

So, we will have to' p.i.spense wi ttl 61th.ar God t s· forelL.'101fledge ox .

!TI.BIl f S free will. FoCt> both cannot 'Ii acc ordiJ.lg to Tu.llY" exist

sid.e by slde~ Tc; ~hls is answe:i;ed that our free, will 1s among

the causes Which Gaq. Anows so wel~!" There are willS, good and. pad..,.

7f.r.d.le 7 God Is the areator. of all natures,. lie is not the author of

Wicked. Wills. And \fhen tIl the1.r actions men fOllOW the dictates o·f'

t:-leir WillS, En.ch a i cours.5 not only becom.es known to God., but was

already fOTeseell byIEim... ( TIle! argum.ent" one:rnust confess, has

not been clear or conVincing .. t() m.y mind the will. in itself is
I

netther good O·!." bad .. Nonm.oral:1I if" that exp:ression is correct p

and assumes qualltie.s by its e:x.cerls6", GOd, has given man free

Will, and a this. Under influences

:::an used his Will iIl the wrong direction and his will thereby

beca::ne tainted.. Man Sinned not because God foreknew that he WOUld

ci,.,......_.....,. a~t God fore:D1ew because man exercised his will for wrong
,

-puI"90ses) •
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. VarI'o, ~the most aceute anq d8ubtless the most leamned o~ his'
I

I

timet!has written so muCh adsurditles about his religion, that an

ene~Y could not have recorded more. Is it not :tight to S'o1.:rmj,sa

that he) :Ander the Sh~W of allagia."'l,ce. to the lJoJ)ular befief,. :revealeCi

to the world someth~ng of' his pTi'vate d.is:regaro. fa? the sU:Qe:rsti-

tioua cu:stomptoi' !lis day. Fat' he first writes about men and
i

then of God, giving as his I'eason that men are first t y be
I

described,. as the -pa:i+tl.ter is bef'o:re the :plctu:r~ a.nd. the carpenter

::'efo:re the buildingw!. :He categorises them under three heads~

First fabultous. godS, :Vlhich are biU t mythical, wittl the most dis-

graceful stories attdned to them regarding their origin and life..

He, in a measu.re,. corldemns the injury done to- tIle gods by suell
I •

d.isgraceful stories,"" secondlY" :Dhysical gocls" the outcome of

philoso:hlcal su~er~titio~. These,he laments, do not fiuQ

favour with the Roman publi.C" Wl1LoSe 1Je:rverted ears found satisfaction.
I

only in such Bensual; stories. rega:r'ding tbel::c gOdS". and thirdly ...

the c1viI gods ... whi~il the men c~f the cit1" and chiefl:Y the uriests
, I . ~

I

had deirised fu"1d ordered.. of theser1' he -prefers the- second. Cl.ass,

28 most adavted fo~ the world.

We cannot helpi saying. that this learned theologian's pOSition.
I .

is untenable. Ris attem.,ts to explain away the (l:Lv-ersity of Gods

by categorising them unde:!' heayen and eartll;> ma::tes 8.lld. f\-;l.:>1 u~,~

seems incongruoussand aOSQId. . He maLes Heaven malG 2ud ea~th the

f:-jr1ale; and. yet doeS' not ac?:no'f.lledge tl1e necessity oft;lS Ce)L.'lillOD. origi1"t

f:r.'o!:l Oile and Ule saI!l~ God.

':711i1e the nat:..qralists describe the world in ::DC',rts, the

Christians worship the one God jl WllO is the creatoI' 2.ncl suste.in,er

of all the several tarts.., And the poway,s that are manifested. in

diverse W3YS, procee~ from one and the same First Oause~ ~no is



the:refore/t11e only Gtj:>d worthy to be worshi]ped.. He has not only

vouehsafed to us the tem::;oTal blessings, but haf:: given us a way

.0 .0' - • 1 t· t· d ... h o,p ~.,.. .., . d0.1. esca:)8 1. rom su."'"! a:p.a. gu~~... lU "ne ea I.H .L lllS won, an an

incenti-ve to Virtue a:p.d tWliness in the gift of Ris Holy Spirit"

This redemption: through Christ,. was,. by s.igns and. SYmbOlS,.

precepts and ;g:eopp....s1.es,. mad$ knovY!l to· the people of pre-Gl1ristian

times. The way of" dJiscoverit"'1.g and. escaping: from the corTiJ,pting

L"1fluenC8S of: the pagfln deities, is belief in the. Son of Go d.•.

Now let us for .a. moment consider' the atti tud.e taken bY the

:;?c'i2n :philosophe.rS,. especiall'y those: of tI1.e ]?latonic 801:"1001,..

they J' While aCknowl.ef1ging the OIle: supreme Be Lng". 2,S the Cause

of a 11 8nimal an~ inaninat.@ worl<t:; still mamtainF rr that the

adorat!..on. of one. u:::LCha:ngea'ble Gall,. suffices not unto eternal

life,. but that many sp.ch

also for thiS reSpeeftltoi

are made and ordained by Him to be adored

There are t7iO s~ho0-1S of" tJ:1ought regarding the abov'e POl,llt of

s;:.eculation .... the rta;I.ian and th1e Ioniaujibo:th in Some meaSll.::'6. _

S:1a::r0d the same View tthat these natural supstan.ces were· the cau,se ·of
:

all things, and tl1.ey.: were aided b~r rrthe: di.vine essence f!.

socrates:" the illFister of Plato,. was the fir:st· one Who, instead of

being content wiUlnatural speculation", began. to urge the moral

di£~~tations and emphasised the development of' character.

lie had. to paY for tlli:s ill.:."'1.ovation by the sacrifice of his own. lifs..

His scholars 'fiere y hp,:vever j so liivided in their S:d6culation that

sons C12c1e :p1 '98.Su:re J' and otheTs Virtue. the ultiillate goal of life.

Instead of these two fo+d divisions named above, t11e Platonists

emphasised chieflY the theological aS96ct, and in this they showed a

d.ecided S'J.2;:Jeriorlty tp other schools in their mode of thinking.

Their conception of God is that He is a 13eing, 6.re·a.tor of all things



visible and invisib181'&etel"nal Without body. In this they excelled

tile 8c11001s that pl"$ceded trlem .. :Hot only in thei::r theology, but

even in theil" logi,c and rrlO:b~lity so theY,mOl"e tIl8.U any other school I

cane near to Chrlsttanity. They unlike other pagan schOOLS, .

held one God, the dreato-r of all Universe~ 1ll.¢or:rupt:a:ble, and our

begilli'ling'" ou:r light, and our goou:a.es's ... The source of this

knowledge in which ,he excells all tl'1ose befoTe him, is to be fou-lld
)

, pe::r11aps" in. Plato ~Is- acquaintan.ce with, certain portions o:f- the

Old. Testa:nentl' B.nd tlhe 'l[is ib:te trlings of nat:t.lre.

Yet" eyen tht:::! gl"eat scholar and philosolJhe:r, 11eld it f'1 t

to adore many gods~, AS for the objection .that some. of the gods

are l'TJmoral.,. Plato rinds refutat.ion. in the aTgu.ment that no god.

oe.n be b'TI.ora1.,and Ian;" god associatmd with such 'sha:n.eful

aotions should be e:icludeCL from the c.ategory of deities. BlJ.t

at t;he SEu:ne tim.e.some, of these spirits which are credited 'With

evil shOUld be corrs1dered as mediators between God and m~~~ a

su::::positiol1 equally:absu.:rd as cte:i..fying, them.. '.T1.J.ese ai;ry spirits

cal'L.'1ot help a ma.1'l in the attainment of bless-ed...~ess.. tor· stteh can.

COille only f:ram. th$ ~:ru:e God.. If the m,ediation.. be held. necessary"

to make the mQrta~ man ha~PY, sucn a mediation will be found

not in these arry SPiTits wh~ are themselves wretched in, their

mOl"tali ty" but in a being who 1s born mortal but cloes not coJitin:u.6

so. That is~ a Bein~ who. '.. is both GOd and man .. This require2ent

is satisfied not in the air! s:pirits of Plato ... but in Ghrist JeStlsO'

He 1 al ttwu,3h God,. a" sumed r:aortali ty once for the, sake of man,

and now liveth agai4 a~ the immortal God man, mediator between God

The next ~que$tion is , granting that the sourc@ of all

blessedness was the lone and only true God, aTe we not even then
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justified in worshi¥ping those good :::and immortal spirits? If

the worship, that we, offer, 1s eliV"ine wors11i:p, 1 t is -plain

that it is due onlY to Him w~om we call God. If those heavenly

hosts are not inte:rested in out' ha:ppines$.,.tl1e:re is no reason

But,. if on the cont+ary,. they sincerely

,,'"!ish us ha::n>inesSi: t~en ltthey wlsJ::~ it .from: the fOli..l1t whence: they

J...n~ lie~ wnom. they irro:l:'Shlp" W1.1.1-P~·. the object of' ou:!'

worship as 'well.. For, those, spirits of Heaven if they are so good,

t~1ey will d.esire us not to WaYSIlip them but only God as they thE;;:mselve

2:::-e d.oing ..

Before paSsing, on it 1s important. that Vie Should note an.

assertio.n that was ofteI+ made b:r a certa:in Platonist,. and st:r~ng~¥

::laintalned. even today by som.e 1>11110:30:;1110a1 schools in l1.on-Gllristlan.

l2::lds,. viz: tt that the soul is c~o-·eternal With the Ete:rnal ll • . They

base their argument. Ph the assUItlpi;loll. , ttthat whicll has nat

beerr fox eveT, cannoit be, for ever'r .. Plato himself per.nit$ that

Doth trie world. and gposare made b~r' the Olle great 'God ana: had

Plato, our op:POUen.i:,SI adduce the :following explanation.. Th,e foot that
I . .

stands eternallY 'in the dust, ha~i, also the eternal. footsteps",

1:;cne can theTef'ore saY. that theoue was before the other-I though" one

is certainly the cau,se of the otheJ?Oi. _ SimilarlY God and the world

are two objects co.-.ejternal with eaoh othe:r~ thouih the t'o:rm.er is

Our author meets the above argu:nent

-ny asking another qu:estion.. Grant'Lng that the soul is co-ete:rnal

with Godl' What abou.t the soul t S misery? Has it also been eterual'l

If we grant that so~ethh~g in the soul had a beg~llPing~ What·

objection. is there in grantL"lg that the Saul had a beginning"

or again. the ha ";liness of the SOUl, which becomes firmer



and. more ;>Tonounced on account of the trials it und.ergoes from

time to tirnejt doubtleSS} hat.J. a beginning though 1~ is eyerlasting.

We see therefore th?-t the dictum,. It that nothing can be eternal

wh lch has not been tor ever't, eanrio:t be true. Hence it 1s not

logicallY tme to sey that the· soul is co ....eternal with the EteI'na~

on the ground tl"lat nothing can be endless which had a beginning.

After' dealing 'With the question connected with the origin

of the world. and man, st Augn.stine here takes up the discusSion. of

EF<J.' S fall and punishment.. Man became, SUbject to d.eath owing to

sinjt yet he 1s i~llortal in the sense that he can never fail to be

living and be sensitlve~ The bo.dy c'li'es ',;"lhen the soul leaves

it~ and the soul ·dies 7 when God. who' is i.ts life,. be.comes se:gar-ated

from it. This lat teT condition is spoken of' in. scriptu.re of~ a's

second death",

It 1s often a$ked. that if: the :fl:tst death 'is the result of

t'.r"1A .;:-.:; -..",-1- ~~"" t 0, q,J."~" h VI t"'.·an· trat be ~ecount.ed goor}, to -I-'n·e_ • ~ -'-":"'.1..';;'''' ,,;.J.<:::Lw. ....,. '" .LL ~ •.0'. ~ _ c." ~ __ u u

:J.pright? , I h" , , ..i:' tThai; ?LlCn waS penal in the .I. ir,s . man becorlles

natural in those wJfO follOW him". For fmm, him. diS. h,is a.escendan.ts

inherit what he became, by hiS fall, viz the d.~:raYit:l of his'

nature WIllen brought with itJHS it·La lYI.1lliSI1mentJ death. and. the

tend.ency to transm.it to his ofjE'sprLTlg the er zame conditions. t11at

his 0:"1::18 o.eserYed lt • Hence we ftnd this first death,. the' tate of

also innocent infants, .'llhile :from the second they are altoget11er
t116

free by/grace of the M8diatoTo Again if it is asked, Why we

are not liberated. from tIL:'.."'; c.':i,:.'~i1 soon after our regenerationf! the

answer will be fOUp:1d in the fact that SJ.ch a privilege Viill leave

no roon for the e:zterci se of our faith" a $ the Christ ian would. then

be flwelJi:irrg by sighJt lt 1 and not Il'by fai th n .. For faith has no ::place

where it immediately perceives and obtains the reward•. This death
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V(1ich is evil, becomes good to the :right.eous, in t11e Earne way

as good. things p:rovei 111 to the wicKed.. flhereas death is the just

::e'\)'i:"ard. of' sin, it bpcorrres by t::le lnfinite me:rcy of GOd. tlie

irrstlU:2.ent of" viTtue to the just ... and a c:rOWll of glo1".[ to the

For this separation of' the soul from the 1)ody , so far

82 t:18 saints are concerned, 1.8 only tempoTary one.. and tIle change

b:rO:lght about by the incident is all the bette:r fOT them because

i t gives them a body sll::Perio:r to the one they had already

possessed .. For this body is tJt'ansfoJ:'msd, in I'8SU.· rectlon into

c s::,i1.'1tual body" tl1at is,. a bod-V' Which is entirely un.:.er

the control of high¢rsyl:ritual f'acultles .. The first body was

corrtl ~table... The $econd body 1s inCbrr~ytableo ~he first man was

made into a living e:reature,. w1:1o became n dead because of' sinn l' but

was again quickened by tt:His Sp:i.rit dwelling in US!!.

Th:rough the di::;.oben-J..erice orf' the first man came about the

ce~~avity of nature involving ~uniShment of' the whole hUill2U

:f8.ce. Yet, God. in :B:ls ue:rcy, has made many free from. it •.

This dep:r8.vity of! man is duel' no't to t e flesh but to the sird\tlness

of' the sou.l.. The stnning is th.s cause' and not the result 0:5 a

co:rl"..l~~table body. n:encethe. right way of' livingls to liye

accoTdi.ng to C-od and not acco:rd.i.ng to man.. While the Platonists

do not go to the same extreoe as the Mar~cheans in hating the
,

canal body as the seat of a2.1 Sin, yet t11ey hold that the ill :rtal

::8::J.bers a:re the causes of passions Which bring about sin. in man...

3"J.t in this,. they o~erlook the :place of human. wl1l~ For there can -~

be no evil w~rk arart from an evil will .. Take"for eXa.:lJle,. pride ..

Tihat 1s it but a desire to place l:rself'1t in other than its right Pla09!

Illstead of rema1.111ng f:L:rmly in dependence and love of. that 11:stronger

Good", our first parents volw~tarl1y yielded to the suggestion
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of the serpent,. and tried set themselves equal to God, and were

justly punished for their offences. Tnerefore through pride,

the will refnsittg to accept the rightfUl sUbjection~ caused their

down:fall. If it Is tmen asked, wlly dia God~ Who

before har~d,. ~eImit him to be tempted by the evl1

knew man t s fall
~O\.v.,•• ", ~~~

'Dower?I' [{t is
~ Il

t::.:u.e that God both knew beforehand a..'Yld COUld have prevented

man's fall. Yet, lie/in His meI'I~Y and wisdom /WOUld. not tak.e

away the freedom of their wills, but showed, thereby, the wicked

of their yride and tihe gOOQ..TJ.8SS of Ris grace" ..

After thus briefly discusSi~g some of the objections ralS8Q

by the o;ponents regard '.ng the origin of the world,. the soul 2.-11.d..

n:2.D3:ind, st,. Augustine diVides the last SUbject into two :parts -

~an that lives acco~ding to his i~herited nature,. and he that

would live accordLng to God..... }.fystically n~"ling them lfThe Two Cit1?,

or societies.. The fomer of the two,. beln£; com];)osed of those

'W!1o,like Cain~ beloI1lged to the corT!.1~t societyS' which was con-

demned from the beginning. While the latter 1s cOillDosed of those

who, like Abel are -pilgrims on earth, having their Ucitizenship in

Eeaven7f • The first, Who aTe the sons of the flesh, he calls

The 01 ty of' Man,., and I the secon.d fo:rm.ed of "The sons of the P:romlse 1r

for~ing the City of God.

Our quthor) heTie, takes up the Old Testament na:rratlve

and shows in detail
j
one after another! how the c11f£'icu1 tiest

which a certain class of peo,le find in it, are only seeming

but not real& Tak,e, fOT exanlIlle,. the length of life and bigness

of body of men of those early days, whi.ch far exceed anything we see

in mod.ern days. 'l'his, says ;:,t.Augustine, is neither im-possible

nor unl1ke1y in the presence of allusions in authors of repute,

or the entombed remains of anc:ient s.. nri' we believe", asles he



~that the length of life which we have not known is yet extant in

some unlmown c untrles (:. as Plin~' asserts) why may we not believe

that it has been general in aneient times?" Also the laws of

marriage implied in some of those relationships in primitive

times of Christian Scriptures? and to which some take objection;

the peculiar circumstances under which they lived, justified the

lJ.2rrriage of ~hose wmo were closely related by b-loodl' which neither

prudence nor enlightened consclence would warrant today.. The

great city wh ieh i$ said to have been builtin cteflance of God. t s

j "Qcgmon+.....r.. ':'':''I..J _ y., and Which brought about, the confusion of tonB,-ues is,

accorD.... ng to st,. Augl.lstin6,. the great. city of Babylon, W110S~

mag::lificent stmctU1'e has attracted admiration of even· the sec"!l~ar

historianso

To those Who find it diffIcult to account for the eXistence

in remote islands of animals in the presence of the statement

that only a few were saved at tl1E~ flood through the Ark.. Our

author points out tme posSibilit1" of man OT .angels txans~orting

them at God f S cOmIDnd (?) D or,. of their being p:roduced from

the earth, as at first, in obeclience to Godc!$ 'COTIlIUand... ltlet the

earth bring forth liVing s ;uJ. ll
"

It may be :rema:t~{ed here aB a matter of interest, in, spite of'·

his wonderful logi-;;al faCUlty and theological knowledge, 1s

still a son of his 0wn time. He considers it incredible that

people shOUld irh'1.ablt that lan(l "where the sun rises when. it sets

with us" .. He also affiI'1!ls that Hebre~'l was trie first langu.age

that existed before the confusion of tong-L1es occurred.

He then reviews the histol~f of Abraham and deals with the

-prophetic signlficro:a,ce and orde:r of the various incidents in .the

lives of the patri~'



He traces the l:ime of' propl'leey in the old Testament and f'inds

its beginning even with the patrtabhs, though with Samuel the
~

:place of' l)Tophecy~ the development c.f' the nation received public

recognition. The pl'omises Whic~h God had made to David conee:rn.ing

his son~ were not realised in any of' his sons, but only in Christ~

w::.ose Ttkingdom 1s eternal and wtLOse throne Shall be established

for everll • He makeS special references to a number of Psalms

in which he finds various 1Jhase~3 .cf' our Lord es life'l sufferings

death and resurrecti<Du f'o:retold. He also finds similar

~nmistakable prophetic

Soloman... au.ring the

utte:raneesl' in booKs attributed
J:siY...~L .

v;3.I"Jing history- of' h'i S ""'21,3ll,at
. I

to

the time of'

their 1':ro s:;)eri ty and adversity, the~ pTophets are sait!. to have kept

alive by prediction and p:rece:ptB~ that hope of the red.emption

of' Israel. Thus does he trace from the beginning the nctty of God"

thTough,")ut the ce:n:ttt.rles$ !l1arilfE3sti...11.g "the descent of' those

great and manifold pt'omises of' God. f:rom the beginning, until He

L'1 ·...mom they all were bounded and to be fulfilled was con.e to be

born of the Virgin" • After h8VLtg doue this without any

interrIJ.:otion in his +J.2Trative l' i'18 now begins to. describe the earthlY

city from the time of' Abraham.

st J Augustine places the tile zenith of the Assyrian Dower

a.t the ti.1l8 of Abraham., the GreGian and. Egyptian in the tine of the

3".lGUo·Cj'J.lr~2" generation$. He tr:Les to fix landmarks in the secular

scriptural incidentse III the ];:'I'ofane

finds t:'le gradual development tl:J.TOiJ.L;huut the aucceeeling centuries

of t!1at c~ ty of Man in 'J':hich aLL things Hdevilish fl and llungod,lyH
()...

pre7ailed, and Which in every re spect f'ornled ",direct contrast

to the incidents in the history of the chosen race.



There has been cOIlsiderable antagonism between the worldly

Oity and the City olf Goe. all tllrough the ages. The ~embers of the

latter were often brutallY treated and put to <::leath by the formeI'.

The blood of the ma:rty::rs only set the seal to the tru. th of' their

faith, and even the, so called sc11isms of the Church hacL been

overraled of God faiT t~1e establishment of His Oity on a firuler basis

The philoso:PheiTs, in their search after the final good.~

have formed themselves into diverse fuld conflicting sohools

of thoue11t .. Some, ror example, set bodilY pleasure as inferior

to virtue~ others again as equal to it". and still a third party

considered bodily ~leasure to be aimed at in ~reference to

Virtue. Speculation has found expressions in nlli~erous ways.

Varro, however~ for gonvenience reduces them into three y according

as tl Whether natures first posttive desire ought to bq desired

for virtues sake~ or Virtue for others~ or both for themse~vesu_

TIhere speCulation f1.nds itself unab2..e to come to

a unanimity of opinion. the City of God affQrds a defiri1.te

er01anation; it e~lains that"eternal life is the perfection of

6000:, end eternal death is thei consumation of 8'lilJl' and. that

the aim of our life must be to ayoid this and attain tile otherft "

This beatitude 1s Secured by fai tnt' as it is writ ten~ ttthe just

shall Iive by fai tli". Accord.:..ng to this vlew? perfection o::f

felic1 ty 1s not to be obtained, in this life ... as some of the

~~olosophers have endeavoured to find~ but only ill the life to

come:l for which the citizens of the HOly aity are look:L.'1g forward

in faith and. hope.. In that life, shall God bestoVi all the

good and lasting ~lfts,. not on2.y to the renewed SaUlI' but to tae

reslirrected body. There shall cease all conflicts bet'lleen, Virtue

and Vice and the Saints Will have for their blessed portion the
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enjoyment of undisturbed peace .. What we call happiness hera ,

is but a fOTetaste of that ever:asting ~eace which will be ours

hereafter.. It is this :peace WIlic:h lsthe aim of the human mind.

to achieve thiS peace that the fiercest wars are waged.

7ihile this is often ,SO the external world, the peace of: the inner

man wit11 his Creator is secured only by lforderly obedience unt6l'

His eternal law through faith" I>

It is by this obedience that man. C&"'1 free himself from the

bon~a~ caused by Sin; a bondage in Which he has become a slave

to his own passions, if not to any other powers outside•

.This bOndage) Which bl8came man f s lot at his fall) is the cause

of man IS crJ.ange from sove!'e1gn.~~Y ':tover the fishes of the sea
••••.•• 11 ~

....... , the earth to the sovereignty and. subjection to his
'\

felloW man. Even although this domination of man over mauis the

:result of Sin", yet God in Ris wisid,orn overruled this state of' things

for the good of His friends "as, long as their earthly I!11g:rimage

lastsn • This is the reason why' the ayostle ex.'l1orts us to 'Pray

for kings and rulers of the ea:rthly City "that we may lead a quiet

life in godliness and charity"" For in the peace of our

earthly kingd.;:nll, Which 1s the common blessing of the good and the

wiCked, is involved the :-PJ:8Se.:Qk't .peace of the heavenlY citizens..

But,. at the same time, it shou.ld be noted. that this hanDiness"-,,

which we enjoy, on account of t.he peace of the earthlY kingdom"

is nothing; in comparison. With, tlthat final peace, and to Which

all man t s peace and. :righteousness on earth has ref'erence"

and yet in it there shall be nc~ sin, b'J.t. God shall rule man and the

SOUl, the body:f. This state of' things shall continue to all

eternity in the fullness of peJ?fect peace.

As for the wiCked., the members of that human 01ty, eternal mise.-ry



says st Augustine, shall be their portion. ,And their soulS

deprived of God~, shall undergo everlastL."1g to:rm.ents. Here,

st, Augu.stin.e dJeals with t:he quest ~_on of final jUdgment.

The source of his knowledge is HOly scrlptu:re, In 'it he finds clear

statement reg~rding Christ coming on the last day from. Heaven

"tn judge the quick and the Itiead!1. Th.e judgmen.t is un.i.veTsal

including both the good and the wicked. He tries to prove the

above facts by various quo;tations from the Old and New Testaments.

Of the two resu:rrections mentioned in the Hew Testament,. h.e

identifies the first With the nregenerationn ,. at Which the

dead souls are qu~ck.enedl' and the second death,. With the

resurrection of the body from corru:ptiont sending some

into second death and otheTe into everlasting life. The belief

ente:rtaiued by some, that t11e first resurrection occurs

immediately before what ttle:l call Ila thousand years' reignlf I

is in the opinion of our theo~ogian~ but a misapprehension

on thei:r part .. Fa:r he quotes the passage l' "This is the

first resu:r:ree~ion. Bleslsed is- he that, hath a part in

the first :r:esurrrection_ for on. such the second death hath :no

power", and aTgues that the fi:rst resur:rection here :referred
\

to caIinot be anything other than.. the :real"reviving of' the

souls dead in :sin,. which J1a-::')pens at the time of' the conversion"

Briefly then the differeIl't ways of interp:retation by the differen.t

writers is treated by st, AugustLne"

Objections are sometimes taken by sceptics to the mode and

duration of 'Punis~~ents occur:ring in scripture, firstlY that

no cTeature caiu live in the fire Without being consumed., The
~J

answeT to Ais is found in the eXistencejin certain kinds,

of n,.-..am1mX n:wonns that 11ve in the fervent springs of hot baths



wi thou t being hurt". The fire nourishes rather than destroys

them. If this is 'P0ssible, 9.nc1 st, Augustine finds on good

authority that it is so, tneI'6 is no difficUlty in believing

that these objects (!)f ::punishments do live in the fire and are

tormented by it .. secondly about. eternal suffering. IS it 1'0881b1;;

asks the sce:.ticl' tnat the fle~m. can. suffer always and never die?

In the first, death forces the .SOUl. from the bOdy against its

Will. If 80 what difficulty Ij~ there in thinking that in the

second death, that the aoUl is held in the body against its Will.?

By resurrection the body undergoes a change+ that Whereas the

original body COllld not have· su.ffered a~l painWi.thout dying" 1 t

assumes a different nature that death itself shell take a di:fferent

aspect.

It is perhaps litnnecessary to argue such particula;r cases·

The omnipotence of God, says st,. Au~~st1ne,lj> 1s OUI' ground lri.the

belief in miracles. If God hasl't:fl1led Heaven.jl\' earth" air and
if

water,. so fUll of ir:mumerable miI"acles,. and/the 'I;vorld which He

made 1s a greater miracle than any it contains", Wh¥ is it strange

to believe that God can. raise the dead. or condemIJ.,. those that displse..

His mercies to suffer to:rm6n,t vvi thout ·oeing consumed.'l

It Should,. however~ be remembered. that certain. Ch:ristians

out of the tenderness of their he~rts~ brought forward a theory

that the wicked, after a certain pe~od of suffering~ Wi~l be

·~urged of their sins and. received up into the Heavenly- blisse

O 1 h d · t'· b Ii f T'n e d i -::' "i . 1'" of t'ne ...r gen SJ. are In n1.S e e. .. __ .!.I _OeL"uY aocep l,.,8.nce

of such a theory is,. tl1at if deliverance be just Clnd. mBl~C:r11.··

why not extend it to the devils as well~ others again cherish

the false belief thait the intercession of Saints WOUld effect t

deliverance for the condemned, or, that all those ~ho are partakers



-33-

of the body of Ghrist and baptised in His nane, aTe eligible

fOT the reward of the just, no matter what they believeo~ or how they,

Iivect.

In his last book OUI' auth.or speakS IJarticUlarlY of the

eternal blessings of the Oity of God. He defines the City of God

as the hOlY and un1ted sooiet:l' of those sensible intelligent

and s:piritual beings, endowed With freedom of'will, and. whose

life, nutTiment and. beattitude i's God Hiruselo.• To such is

promised salvation through Jesus Ch:rist, and for such awaits

the privilege of membership in that ,New Kingdoill, wnel'e eternal

rizhteousness and peace dwell. These aI'e they that eto not

fashion themselves like unto the worldii' but aI'e changed by the

:renewing of their Ill.ind. At trIe ressurrection shall they

change their corruptable bodies for the incorru-ptable, and the

carnal for the spiritual. And though we know but Ifiu nart fl

""

of the future beatitude that awaits His Saints" yet we may very well

Ea¥ that they shall live in tl'lat peace " whj,ch passeth all

understanding". Then, in a manner, we cannot y( qUite understand

now, Shall we be transformed to be like Him, tt for we Shall see

Him as lie is", and we Shall bE~ liVing in perfect £"elioity in the

01ty of God, where no evil thing extsts, and where there shal~,

be no sloth nor irksome labour, but joyful serVice which is but

the continual praise of "Him"for ever and evertt •


