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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

EviL 1s A WID&LY ACCEPTED PHENOMENON IN THE UN!VERSE, 1T
SPRINGS FROM A SOUR@E WHICH MAN IS UNABLE TO EXPLAIN ADEQUATELY.
YET, ATTEMPTS TO UNPERSTAND THE NATURE AND SOURCE OF EVIL QAVE
CAPTURED THE MIiNDS QF MEN IN ALMOST EVERY AGE. DURING THE LATE
JEWISH PERIOD, MANYiEXPLANATﬂONS OF-EVIL WERE CONCEIVED. THESE
WERE PASSED ON TO L%TER GENERATIONS BY BOTH ORAL AND WRITTEN
TRADITION. THE PUR%OSE OF THIS PAPER IS TO EXAMINE THAT PART OF THE
TRADITION WHICH TRE%TS THE SUBJECT OF EVIL AND [TS CAUSES. The
LATE JEWISH LITERATpRE UNDER CONSIDERATION CONSISTS IN THE

‘ 1

RABBINICAL AND NON—CANONICAL WRITINGS WHICH, FOR THE GREATER

PART, WERE COMPOSED BETWEEN THE YEARS 200 B.C. anp 100 A.D.

1
THE VARIOQUS SOURCES FOR QUOTED MATERIAL CAN BE DIVIDED AS
FOLLOWS: PSEUDEPIGRAPHA; R. H. CHARLES, THE APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEP]GRAPHA

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT (OxForD: CLARENDON PrREss, 1913) vor. 1l. Ouo
TESTAMENT AND APOCR%PHA; HErRBERT G. May AND Bruce M. MeTzgeER (EDS.),
THe OxFORD ANNOTATED BIBLE WITH THE APockRYPHA (New YoRrk: Oxrorp UNIvV,
Press, 1965). THE DoCUMENTS OF QUMRAN; THEODORE H. GASTER, THe DeaD-
SEA SCRIPTURES (NEW‘YORK: ANCHOR Books, 1964) ano A. DUPONT-SOMMER,
THE ESSENE WRITINGS FROM QuUMRAN (OxFORD: BAsiL BLACKWELL, 1961).
THOUGHTS FROM RABBI$:CAL WRITINGS WHICH APPEZAR IN THIS PAPER ARE
DEPENDENT UPON SECOMDARY SOURCES. SEE FOLLOWING NOTE.




DATES OF COMPOSITION

In THE CONCLQSION OF THIS PAPER, THERE WILL BE AN ATTEMPT
TO DELINEATE A THEMATIC EVOLUTION CONCERNING THE NOTION OF EVIL
AND 1TSS CAUSE. DATING OF COMPOSITION 1S A NECESSARY FACTOR BECAUSE
THIS THEMATIC DEVELQPMENT INVOLQES A STUDY QF WRITINGS WHICH ARE
BOTH EARLY AND LATE; YET, THE DATING OF COMPOSITION IS NOT OF
PRIME IMPORTANCE BE?AUSE THIS PAPER 15 NOT MAKiING A DETAILED STUDY
OF LITERARY DEPENDE&CE. MOREOVER, IN ANY RICH RELIGIOUS CULTURE,
THERE 1S AN ORAL TR&DITION WHICH PREVAILS %ROM AN EARLIER PERIOD
THAN THAT OF THE WRHTTEN TRADITION,. THE BEGINNING OF THE ORAL
TRADITION S MOST DﬂFFICULT TO DETERMINE AND SCHOLARS DISAGREE ON
THE EXACT DATING OF 'THE WRITTEN TRADITION. THEREFORE, THE DATES
GIVEN FOR DIVERSE DQCUMENTS FROM DIFFERENT CENTURIES ARE IN NO WAY
PRECISE BUT ARE APPéOXIMATE DATES FOR ACTUAL COMPOSITION.

THE USE OF RABBINIC MATERIAL IN THIS PAPER lé VALID ONLY
IN S0 FAR.AS RELIABQE SOURCES WERE USED 70 DATE THIS LITERATURE

2
IN THAT PERIOD WHICH 1S UNDER INVESTIGATION. EXCEPT FOR THE

2 ‘
G. F. Moore, JupaisM, 3 voLs. (CamBriDpGE: HARVARD UNiv,
Press, 1962); HEREE@T Dansy, THE MisHnad (Lonpon: OxForp UMIv. PRESS,
1962%; W. D. DAVIES, PauL AND RaBsinic Jubaism (Lonpon: ASCK, 1955);
ROBBIN SCROGGS, THE |LAST ADAM (PHILADELPHIA: FORTRESS PrEss, 1966);
F. R. TeEnNANT, THE FIALL AND QriGiNaL SiN (CAMBRIDGE: UNIVERSITY
PreESS, 1903); N. P. WiLL1AMS, THE IDEAS OF THE FALL AND OF ORIGINAL
Sin (New York: LonGMAN's Green Co., 1927).




3

QUMRAN MATERIAL, THE REMAINDER OF THE LITERATURE IS DATED
|
: 4
ACCORDING TO AUTHOR|ITIES WHO HAVE CAREFULLY EXAMINED THIS MATERIAL.
WHERE THERE ARE COMFLICTING VIEWS BETWEEN AUTHORITIES, BOTH
POSSIBLE DATES AND ?ROBABLE DATES OF COMPOSITION WILL BE INDICATED

BY PLACING THE POSShBLE DATES IN THE NOTES AND THE MORE PROBABLE

DATES IN THE FOLLOWhNG TABLE.

3

THE QUMRAN MATERIAL WHICH IS OF IMPORTANCE IN THIS PAPER
CONSISTS IN THE FoLLOWING: THE ManuaL oF DiscieLiNe (1 QS), The
THANKSGIVING Psawms! (1 QH), THe War Scrori (1 2OM), THE DAMASCUS
DocuMeNT (CD), aND THE GENESIS ApocrypHoN (1 Q Apoc.).

|

il
R. H. CHARLES, THE APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA OF THE
OLp TesTaMeNT (Oxromrp: CLARENDOM Press, 1913). 2 vous.; THesE

TWO VOLUMES ARE EDITED 8Y CHARLES IN CONJUNCTION WiTH MANY SCHOLARS
WHO ARE LISTED IN THE TABLE OF CONTENTS. OTTo EisSFELDT, THE OLD
TESTAMENT (New York:{ HARPER AND Row, PusLisHErs, 1965). H. H.
RowLEY, THE ZADOK!T& FRAGMENTS AND THE DeEAD SeEA ScrorLs (OxForD:

Basit BLAckweLL, 1952); THE RELEVANCE OF APACALYPTiC (LonDON;

2

LUTTeRWORTH Press, 1963); R. H. PreirFeER, HiSTORY oF New TESTAMENT
TiMes (New York: HARPER & Row, PusLisHeErs, 1949).




GENERAL PERIOD

200 -~ 63 R.C.

63 B.C. - 70 A.D,

70 A.D. - 130 A.D.

DATES OF COMPOSITION

PROBABLE DATES'

p)

¢a. 190 B'C. ~ SiRracCH

da. 170 B.C. - 1 EnocH

ca. 100 B.C. - JusiLees

ca. 100 B,C. = WisnOM OF SOLOMON
¢a. 100 B.C. ~ QUMRAN MATERIALS

[
[
I
[
'

200 B.C. - 70 A.D, -
50 B.C. = 70 A -
20 B.C, - 70 A -

#A. 70 A.D. - 4 Ezra
¢a. 100 A.D, - PiRkE

—

1 QS
1 QH
T QM
CD

1T Q Aroc

TESTAMENTSYOF THE TwELVE
PATRIARCHS

3 MaccaBEeEs

Books oF Apam anND EvVE

A

BOTH

100 = 130 A.D. - 2 BaRrucH
¢A. 130 A.D. =~ 3 RARUCH
70 - 700 A.D. = 2 ENOCH’

5
cuarLes {oP.
50 B.C. 6Amn 10 A.D,

'CiT., voL. 1,

521.) DATES THIS WORK BETWEEN

EirssreLoT {oP. ciT., pp. BU2-6UU) asserTs THAT THE QuMrAN

pocUMENTs (1 = 1v) ¢

CONTAIN MATERIAL WHICH WAS COMPOSED BETWEEN 130 B.C,
100 B.C. BY

AND 7O A,D. THE DATES FOR THESE WORKS ARE NARROWED TO CA.

JoserPH A. FiTzMEYER, 'S.J.,"THE Aramaic 'ELECT oF Gon' TEXT FROM

Qumran Cave 1V," CBQ, voL. 27, 1965, pe.

SS., "J. StarcKY's THEORY OF QUMRAM MFSSIANIC DeveELOPMENT, " CBQ,
ca. 100 B,C.
M Quumran (OxFoRrD:

28, 1986, pp. 5L-57.

1 Q ApoC WAS WRITTE

A UUPONT"WOMMER, THE ESSENE WRITINGS FRO

348-72 ano Ravmonp E. BROwN,

N

BLackweLL, 1961),

7

109 AND8107 B.C.

craries (op. cit., pp. 289-290) pates TtHE "TesTaMENTS"

3 MaccaBseEes
pp. 156-159.
9

THE CcoMPOSIT
T0 CHARLES (0P CIT.,

WAS WRITTEN ca. 100 R

p. 201, cF. E.Y. KUTSCHER,
ofF THE GemEsts Apocrypon", JBL, Lxxvi, {(1957),

VOL.

ACCORDING TO

BasiL

288-292.

.C. CHarLES, oOP.

ION OfF 2 EMOCH IS SET BETWEE

pp. 1429-430).

EiSSEFELDT

N1
(op.

anp 100 A,D,
PP.

CiT.,

CiT.,

z

"DATING THE LANGUAGE
PP.

BETWEEN
vorL. 1,

ACC&RD(NG
622-623)



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND THE METHOD OF PROCEDURE

IN earLY OLD FESTAMENT TIMES, EVIL WAS CONCEIVED AS SOMETHING
MERELY CONCERNED WI&H AéTlON. THAT 1S, EVIL WAS VIEWED IN A QUASI—
PHYS! CAL SENSE; NOTiETHlCAL, MORAL, OR SINFUL. IT WAS THAT WHICH
ROSE WITH MATER!IAL SUBSTANCES IN THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD OR IN A
FAULTY ORGANIC PROCESS SUCH AS THOSE IN THE GENERATION OF BIRTH
AND DEATH. DEUTERONOMY SPEAKS OF HAPPINESS AS THE REWARD OF VIRTUE

10

"BUNTSHMENT OF siN." THE PROPHETS FIRST

AND SUFFERING AS THE
CONCEIVED AND SPOKE! OF A CAUSAL RELATION BETWEEN SIN AND "SUFFERING
‘ 11

IN L1FE." THIS RELATIONSHIP 1S EVIDENT IN DEUTER~ISAIAH WHO

; 12
ATTRIBUTES EVIL DIRECTLY TO GoD IN HIS DIVINE PLAN OF RETRIBUTION.

IN LATER OLD TESTAMENT B800KS THERE WAS A GROWING AFFIRMAT!ON

THAT SIN WAS UNIVERBAL WHICH TROUBLED THE MINDS OF SOME |SRAELITES.
JoB IS KNOWN TO HAVE QUEST!ONED DEUTERONOMY AND THE PRINCIPLE OF

DiviNE RETRIBUTION. HE SAW SUFFERING LEVIED AGAINST ALL, WHETHER

THEY WERE VIRTUOUS OR NOT. THIS NOT ONLY DENIED THE PRINCIPLE OF

DATES THIS PRESENT WORK CA. (00 A.D., ALTHOUGH AN ORIGINAL WORK WAS
PROBABLY coMPOSED BEFORE [0 A.D. ‘

10 ‘
DEuT. 5:9r.; 7:9-11; 11:26-30; 28:1-29:28. ALso, cF. GERHARD
VoN Rop, OLD TESTAMENT THEoLogY, voL. 1 (New York: HarPeEr & Row,
PuBLISHERS, 1962), PP.202-272; PIET SCHOONENBERG, S.J., MaN aND SiN
(NoTre DamME, INDIANA: UNIVERSITY oF NoTRE DAME PRESS, 19553, Pp U7-62.

11

Is. 14:20-21; 40:2; 50:1; Jer. 3:24~25; 7:12; 9:13r.; 11:3;
14:16-20; 16:11-12;,22:22; 31:29-30; 32:17-18; Ezex. 18:2,4,20;

25:14; Amos 1:3-2:5,

12 ‘
YET THE RELATION BETWEEN SIN AND SUFFERING IS SOMEWHAT
STRAINED IN CHAPTER 40:2, BECAUSE MEN SUFFER FAR MORE THAN THAT wHICH

SIN DICTATES.



DIVINE RETRIBUTION %UT SAID GOD WAS NOT THE SOURCE OF EVIL.
MoreoveERr, PsatM 51 éCKNOWLEDGED THAT SIN AND EVIL WERE CONCEIVED
AS SOMETHING CONTAIKED IN NATURE, "IN SIN MY MOTHER CONCEIVED ME."
13
THUS, CREDENCE SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE WORK oF W. D. DAVIES, WwHO
MAINTAINS THAT REFLECTION AND SELF ANALYSIS AT THIS TIME GAVE THE
HEBREW PEOPLE A CONCEPT OF INNATE SINFULNESS, OF A TENDENCY TOWARD
EVIL WHICH WAS DEEPLY ROOTED IN HUMAN NATURE. SUCH A CONCEPT
REQUIRED AN EXPLANATION OF HOW NATURE CAME TO POSSESS THIS EVIL.
IT WAS EITHER FROM @oo, WILLED BY MAN, OR FROM SOME OTHER SOURCE.
THE PROBLEM THEN, REVOLYED AROUND THE NOTION OF UNIVERSAL EVIL, AS
1k
EXPRESSED IN U EzRra, AND VARIOUS ATTEMPTS TO FIND THE SOURCE OF
THAT EVIL.

THE LITERATURE IN THE LATE JEWISH PER!OD SUGGESTS SEVERAL
EXPLANATIONS FOR THE CAUSE OF MAN'S SINFULNESS. SUCH EXPLANATIONS
‘CAN BE CONSIDERED UNMDER THREE BASIC THEORIES, NAMELY, THAT OF THE
"waTcHERS", OF ADAM!AND EVE, AND oF THE "YETZER HARA". THIS PAPER
WiLL DEAL INDIV!DUAﬁLY WITH EACH OF THESE THEORIES IN THE FOLLOWING
CHAPTERS. FIRST, xf WILL TREAT THE THEORY OF THE "wATCHERS" BY

IDENTIFYING THEM, GIVING REASONS FOR THE!R FALL,; AND SHOWING THEM

AS THE CAUSE OF ALL EVIL. THEN WILL FOLLOW A DISCUSSION ON THE

13

DAVIES, OP. CIT., pp.Ul=U5

1k |
b Ezra 3:35+36; 7:60.



NATURE OF THIS EVIL AND HOW IT IS IMPOSED UPON MANKIND. FiNaLLY,
PROBLEMS RISING rR@M THE CONNECTION OF THE "WATCHERsf WITH THE
"DELQGE" WILL LEAD 'THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE SECOND BASIC THEORY,
THE "FALL=THEORY OF ADAM AND EVE". AN EXAMINATION OF THE LITERATURE
WILL REVEAL THIS TQEORY CONTAINS A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT NOTION
CONCERNING THE souécs OF MAN'S WICKEDNESS. |T WILL SHOW HOW THE
ApAMIC=FALL THEORY |WAS INFLUENCED BY THE ANGEL THEORY OF EVIL.
VVARIOUS CAUSES AND [CONSEQUENCES OF ADAM'S FALL, AND THE MANNER IN
WHICH THESE CONSEQJENCES ARE TRANSMITTED TO MANKIND WILL ALSO BE
EXAMINED. THEN, THE PAPER WILL TURN ITS ATTENTION TO THE THIRD BASIC
THEORY, THAT OF TH& RaesiNtc "vETZER". IT WILL TREAT THE CAUSE OF
THE "YETZER", 1Ts %ELATION TO EVIL, AND TS EVIL EFFECTS. FINALLY,
IN THE CONCLUSION OF THIS PAPER THERE WILL BE A SUMMARY OF THESE
THREE BASIC THEORIés, A BRIEF ATTEMPT TO SHOW HOW THESE THEORIES
MODIFIED EACH OTHER, AND HOW THE WORK OF 4 EZRA CULMINATED IN A
FUSION OF THE ADAM FALL THEORY WiTH THE RABBINIC NOTION OF THE

"yeTZER HARA".



. | CHAPTER 11
EVIL TRACED TO THE "WATCHERS"

IN LATE JEWISH LITERATURE, THE FIRST SPECULATION ABOUT THE
CAUSE OF EVIL IN TH? WORLD IS BASED UPON THE MYSTERIOUS LEGEND OF
ANGELS WHICH (S FOUND IN THE ACCOUNT OfF GENEsis 6:1-U:

WHEN MEN BEGAN TO MULTIPLY ON THE FACE OF THE GROUND, AND
DAUGHTERS WERE BORN TO THEM, THE SONS OF GOD SAW THAT

THE DAUGHTER% OF MEN WERE FAIR; AND THEY TOOK TO WIFE
SUCH OF THEM!AS THEY cHOSE. THEN THE LORD salip, "My
SPIRIT SHALL [NOT ABIDE IN MAN FOREVER, FOR HE IS FLESH,
BUT HIS DAYS SHALL BE A HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS". THE
-NEPHILIM WERE ON THE EARTH IN THOSE DAYS, AND ALSO
AFTERWARDS, WHEN THE SONS OF GOD CAME INTO THE DAUGHTERS
OF MEN, AND xHEY BORE CHILDREN TO THEM., THESE WERE THE
MIGHTY MEN THAT WERE OF OLD, THE MEN OF RENOWN.

IDENTIFICATION OF THE "WATCHERS"

THE NEPHILIM IBECAME KNOWN AS "WATCHERS" BECAUSE THEY WERE
‘ 1
ORIGIMALLY THE "HOLY ANGELS WHO wWaTcH" AND "wHO SLEEP NOT ABOVE IN

2
THE HEAVENS". INITIALLY, THEY WERE ALL GOOD, RESIDING IN THE "HIGH,

!
HOLY, AND ETERNAL HEA\/’EN", ENJOYING LIBERTY, AND DEMONSTRATING

5

BENEF I CENCE TO MANKIND, THESE ANGELS OR "wATCHERS" POSSESSED

1
1 EnocH 20:1.
2

<

1 Enocn 39:12~13; ho:2; 61:12; 71:7.
3

1 EnocH 15:3~12,
4 ‘

2 BarucH 56:10~16.
p)

JusiLees L:15.



LEADERSHIP UNDER THt DOMINANCE OF WHAT APPEARS AS A WHOLE HOST OF

AMGELS.
THE FALL OF THE "WATCHERS"

BUT AT LEAST! TWO HUNDRED OF THESE "WATCHER ANGELS" DESCENDED
UPON THE EARTH, ACCORDING TO 1 ENOCH AND 2 BARUCH:

.+ -TWO HUNDRED: WHO DESCENDED (in THE paYs) oF JARED
ON THE SUMMIT OF MOUNT HERMON...AND ALL...TOOK UNTO
THEMSELVES WIVES,..THEY BEGAN TO GO INTO THEM AND TO
DEFILE THEMSELVES WITH THEM..

WHEREFORE HAVE YE LEFT THE HIGH, HOLY, AND ETERNAL 8
HEAVEN, AND LAIN WITH WOMEN, AND DEFILED YOURSELVES...

AND SOME OF THEM DESCENDED AND MINGLED WiTH THE
WOMEN. 9

6

LisTs oF NAMES ARE FounD IN 1 Enoch 6:7-8; 8:1-3: 69; 2w13.
SATANAIL, 2 ENOCH 18 3 SATONA, SATAMAIL, DerL, ? EnocH 31 46
SaTin, 1 Enoce 54:6: (U077 = PLURAL FoRM); TEST. Dan 5:6: 1 QH
TR, T:6; AcavoTh BE#EShrTH 15 Gen. R, 500, DEVIL, APoc. Mos. cc.
16=17; Wiso. Sor. 2:24%. BeviAr, Test. Bend. 6:i1: Levi 18:12;
Iss. 7:7; Dan 5:1; QEUB. 6:3; Levi 3:3; Zes. -8 NapH. 2:6;
Jusitees 1:20; 15:33. BeL1AL, Zap. Frac. b 9 10; 1.Q8 1 18 22r;
1.QM 135, 13-15; 13:9-12; T Q4 2:22; 3:28-33; Zao. 4:13-15;
5.18 8 225 12:2: SeirIT OF DARKNESS, Tc%T LEVI 19; Jos. 7:20.
ANGEL OF FTFRNITY, 1T QM 13 11; €D 6 Angetl of DarkNEss, 1 QS
3:20. TPRINCE OF EViL SPIRITQ, CD )“5; 12:2; 1 0S 3:23F. SPIRIT
of MoucHT (ViPERS), 104 3:18. SeiriT oF WicrEDNESS, OF ERROR
T QH Fr. 5:0, 6. rHERE IS A TENDENCY IN RAZBEINICAL LITERATURE

TO IDENTIFY THE "eviL rmPuLse”, SaTan, anp THRE "ANGeL ofF DeEaTH"
BaBA BATHRA 16a: SiFra Anare Perex 13, "YETzer" 1S 1DENTIFIED
WITH SATAN, AGADOTH IBeresHiTH 1; GeEN. R. 5“0. ALSO, CF. NOTE
on 1 Enocw 69:), Cudries, op. ciT., P. 233,

7 ' 8 9

1 Enoce 6:h = T7:1. 1 Evock 15:3. 2 BarucH 56:10.



. ‘ 10
IN SO0 DOING, THE "WATCHERS" DEFILED THEMSELVES AND MANKIND

BY UNITING THE NATURE OF SPIRIT WITH THAT OF FLESH., ASSUMING MANY
FORMS, THESE HOLY ANGELS MIXED THESE ORDERS OF NATURE THROUGH
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE AND EFFECTED A CHANGE OR CORRUPTIOMN OF A NATURE
THAT WAS PREVIOUSLY UNDEFILED,

AND THEY HAVE GONE TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN UPON THE

EARTH AND HAVE SLEPT WITH THE WOMEN, AND HAVE DEFILED

THEMSELVES. .. 10

...wHO HAVE UNITED THEMSELVES WITH WOMEN SO AS TO

HAVE DEFILED THEMSELVES WITH THEM IN ALL THEIR

UNCLEANESS. .. 1]

HERE STAND THE ANGELS WHO HAVE CONNECTED THEMSELVES

WITH WOMEN, AND THEIR SPIRITS ASSUMING MANY DIFFERENT

FORMS ARE DE#ILING MANK!ND...12

AND HAVE UNITED THEMSELVES WiTH WOMEN AND COMMIT SIN
WITH THEM... 113

FOR THESE HAD BEGUN TO UMITE THEMSELVES SO AS TO BE
DEFILED WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN...T'

IN LIKE MANNER THE WATCHERS ALSO CHANGED THE ORDER
CF THEIR NATURE WHOM THE LoRD CURSED...

0 | 11

1 ENocH Q:di 1 EnocH 10:11.
12 13

1 EnocH 19:1~3. 1 Enoch 106:14,
14 .15

JusiLees l:R2, TesT. NapH. 3:5.



REASONS FOR THE FALL

FOR VARIOUS REASONS THESE DIVINE BEINGS ENTERED INTO AN
UNHOLY UNION WITH HUMANITY. LUST ON THE PART OF THE "wATcHERs"
APPEARS TO BE THE MOST PLAUSIBLE ANSWER IN THE ETHIOPIC BOOK OF

ENoCcH, JuBILEES, ANO THE DAMAScUS DOCUMENT OF QUMRAN:
AND THE ANGELS OF GOD SAW THEM ON A CERTAIN YEAR OF THIS
JUBILEE, AND THEY WERE BEAUTIFUL TO LOOK UPOM..,

AnND THE ANGELS, THE CHILDREN OF HEAVEN, SAW AND LUSTED
AFTER THEM. ..

AND THAT YOU MAY MOT BE DRAWN BY THE THOUGHTS OF THE
GUILTY INCLINATION AND BY LUSTFUL EYES. FOR MANY WENT
ASTRAY BECAUSE OF {gls...THE "WATCHERS" OF HEAVEN FELL
BECAUSE OF THIS...

THER THEOR WEVER, M D b AUGHTERS OF MEN
ANOTHER THEORY, HOWEVER, MAINTAINED THAT THE "DAUGHTE "

WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FALL OF THE "wATCHERS" SINCE THEY PLOTTED

THE SEDUCTION OF THE HOLY ANGELS:

FOR EVIL ARE WOMEN,..THEY USE WILES BY OUTWARD ATTRACTIONS
... AND IN THEIR HEART THEY PLOT AGAINST MEN; AMD BY MEANS
OF ADORNMENT THEY DECEIVE FIRST THEIR MINDS (OF MEN), AND
BY THE GLANCE! OF THE EYE INSTIL POISON, AND THEN THROUGH
THE ACCOMPLISHED ACT THEY TAKE THEM CAPTIVE.,.FOR THUS
THEY ALLURED THE "WATCHERS" WHO WERE BEFORE THE FLOOD...
THEY LUSTED AFTER THEM AND THEY CONCEIVED THE ACT IN

THEIR MIND...

YET, THE .ETHIOPIC B80DK OF ENOCH INDICATES THAT THE WOMEN ''BECAME
20
|
SiRENS" ONLY AFTER THEY ARE LED ASTRAY BY THE "WATCHERS".

16 17
JusiLees 5:1. 1 Enocu 6:2.
18 ,
CD 2:16~18;;AL50, 2 EnocH 183k (THis MATERIAL COULD BE VERY
LATE AND NOT APPLICASLE), "THREE OF THEM WENT DOWN (TO EARTH)...AND
SAY THE DAUGHTERS OF | MEN HOW GOOD THEY ARE"
19 ; 20
TesT. Reus. 5:1-6. 1 Enocu 18:2.

11



12
OTHER REASONS$ PROPOSED FOR THE FALL OF THE ANGELS ARE DEVELOPED

WITH LESS BANALITY AND MORE SOPHISTICATION. ONE THEORY, WITH COMMON
‘ 21
ELEMENTS TO BOTH THE PARADISE~NARRATIVE OF GENESIS 3 AND THE
ANGEL LEGEND OF GENESIS 6, TEACHES THAT THE "WATCHERS" WERE SUBJECT
| ‘ 22
TO THE EVIL SUPERNATURAL LEADERSHIP OF SATAN. ETHIoPIC ENOCH,
SPEAKING ABOUT THE JUDGEMENT THAT WILL COME UPON THE FALLEN ANGELS,
STATES:
THE LORD OF $PIRITS MAY TAKE VENGEANCE ON THEM FOR
THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS [N BECOMING SUBJECT TO SATAN2
AND LEADING ASTRAY THOSE WHO DWELL ON THE EARTH... 3
AGAIN, IN THE BOOKS OF ADAM AND EVE, THE ANGELS APPEAR UNDER THE
24
DOMINION OF THE DEVIL. ArLso, 1N T EnNOCH 40:7 THERE 1S A VAGUE
REFERENCE .TO THE SATANS WHICH CONTRASTS THE HOLY SUPERNATURAL ORDER
: 25
OF ARCHANGELS WITH THE "waTcHers".
BENEATH THE $PECULATION CONCERNING THE FALL OF THE "WATCHERS"
LIES THE NOTION THAT THEIR ACTION WAS A VIOLATION OF LAW OR OF SOME
COMMANDMENT. THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT OF QUMRAN EXPLICITLY STRESSES
WHAT 1S IMPLICIT IN[MOST OTHER EXPLANATIONS OF THE FALL. IN SPEAKING

OF THE "wWATCHERS' WHO WALKED IN THE STUBBORMESS OF THEIR HEARTS AND

FELL FROM THE HEAVEMS, THIS WORK GIVES PRIMARY CONSIDERATION TO THE

21
THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE SERPENT IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN WITH
SATAN GIVES EASY RISE TO THE TRANSITION WHEREBY THE CAUSE FOR THE FALL
OF THE ANGELS (SATAl) BECOMES THE cAUSE (SERPENT) FOR THE FALL OF
ApaM AND EVE.

22 |
SEE DISCUSSION ON THE VARIOUS NAMES FOR SATAN #6, CHAPTER |1.
23 | 2k
1 EnocH 54:6. ViTA ADAE ET Evae 15:1.
25

cF. CHARLES, OP. CIT., NoTE, P,211
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COMMANDMENT OF GoD:
BECAUSE THEY: WALKED iN THE STUBBORNESS OF THEIR HEARTS,
THE WATCHERS OF HEAVEN FELL; YEA, THEY WERE CAUGHT
THEREEY BECAUSE THEY KEPT NOT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GoD...
BECAUSE THEY:!DID THEIR OWN PLEASURE AND KEPT NOT THE
COMMANDMENTS. OF THEIR MAKER...
LIKEWISE, IN THE SAME WORK, GREAT EMPHASIS 1S PLACED UPON THE WICKED
‘ 27
wHO "LOATHED THE PRECEPT". ALSO, THE LATER WORK OF SLAVONIC ENOCH
CONTAINS TH!S SAME IDEA IN THE WORDS, "GOD'S APOSTATES, WHO OBEYED
; 28
NOT GOoD'S COMMANDS, BUT TOOK COUNSEL WiTH THEIR OwWN witL."
THE PRIDE OF THE "WATCHERS" 1S RELEVANT TO MUCH OF THE
SPECULATION CONCERNING THE TRANSGRESSION OF GOD'S COMMANDMENT,
THIS CHARACTERISTIC 'WAS DEFINITELY PROPOSED AS A CAUSE FOR THE FALL
OF THE ANGELS. THE TESTAMENT OF DAN UNDERSTANDS THE ETHIOPIC BOOK OF

ENOCH TO GIVE THIS A4S A REASON FOR THE FALL OF SATAN AND THE "SPIRIT

OF WiCKEDNESS":

FOR | HAVE READ IN THE BOOK OF ENOCH, THE RIGHTEOUS,
THAT YOUR PRINCE 1S SATAN, AND THAT ALL THE SPIRITS OF
WICKEDNESS AND PRIDE WILL CONSPIRE...TO CAUSE THEM
(THE soNs oF LEvi) To SiN BEFORE THE LORD...%

THe Damascus IDOCUMENT APPEARS TO OFFER PRIDE AS AN EXPLANATION

26 - 27
CD. 3:U4-7. cD. 2:6.
28
2 ENoCH T7:3. THIS WORK COULD CONTAIN VERY LATE MATERIAL.
FISSFELDT, oP. CiT,, PP, 622~623.
29
TesT. Dan 5:6. cr. CHarLes (op. ciT., Vou. I1, P. 310. T.L.X,
5) CAST SUSPICION ON THE REFERENCES TO ENOCH IN THE "TESTAMENTS".
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FOR THE FALL OF THE "WATCHERS" IN SPEAKING ABOUT THE "“"STUBBORNESS OF
30
HEART" IN THE FACE OF GOD'S COMMANDMENT WHICH CAUSED THEIR FALL.
MOREOVER, THERE 1S A BRIEF REFERENCE IN THE WiSDOM OF SOLOMON CON=
, 31
CERNING THE PERISHING OF PROUD GIANTS, THE SLAVONIC B0OOK OF ENOCH
ALSO ALLUDES TO THE PRIDE OF THE "waATcHERS". IT DESCRIBES "SATAN
WITH HIS ANGELS" AS HE COGITATES PLACING HIS "THRONE HIGHER THAN
32

THE CLOUDS ABOVE THE EARTH,"

THE LAST TEXT, ALONG WiITH OTHERS, CONTAINS A CONTROVERSIAL
ISSUE, NAMELY, THAT WHICH CAN BE DEBATED BETWEEN THE CHARACTERISTICS
OF PRIDE AND ENVY., THAT IS, DO THESE TEXTS PROPOSE PRIDE OR ENVY
AS THE CAUSE OF THEI ANGELIC FALL? IN THE Book "VITA ADpac ET Evag"
cc. 12-17, THERE IS!AN EXPLANATION OF WHY SATAN AND THE ANGELS
FELL FROM MEAVEN. THIS PASSAGE COULD WELL BE OFFERING PRIDE OR
ENVY AS THE CAUSE OF THE FALL. |F IT 1S ENVY, THE OBJECT COULD BE
EITHER THAT OF MAN OR OF GoD,

NEVERTHELESS, THERE ARE PASSAGES IN LATE JEWISH LITERATURE
WHICH UNQUESTIONABLY DO PROPOSE ENVY AS THE CHIEF REASON FOR THE

33

DESCENT OF THE "WATCHERS". MOREOVER, THIS NOTION S CONTAINED IN

30 ‘ 31

cD 2:17-18. Wisp. Sotr. 14:6.
32
2 £nocH 29:h-5.
33

SANHEDRIN 598; PIRrRkE DE RaBBI ELIEZER 13,
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SOLOMOM WHICH EXPLICITLY STATES THAT, "BY THE ENVY OF

34

THE DEVIL, DEATH ENTERED INTO THE WORLD."

"WATCHERS" AS THE CAUSE OF EVIL

THE FALLEN ANGELS AND THEIR LEADERS WERE CONSIDERED THE

FOUNDERS OF ALL SIN, THEY WERE SPOKEN OF IN TERMS THAT EQUAL THE

35

NOTION CONTAINED IN!THE PHRASE, "THE ROOT OF ALL EViL". FURTHER-

MORE, 1T APPEARS IN' THE "WAR ScroLLs" oF QUMRAN THAT THESE ANGELS
3

WERE CREATED FOR THE PURPOSE OF SPREADING EVIL UPON THE EARTH:

AND THOU DIDST CREATE BELIAL FOR THE PIT, THE ANGEL OF
HOSTILITY AND REPUDIATION, {TOGETHER WiTH) His (PLAN)
AND WITH HIS DESLGN THAT WICKED DEEDS AND SINS MIGHT
BE COMMITTED...3

IN THE

ARE CONDEMNED

FROM THE FACE

TERMS, 1S THE

SPEAKING, ALL

ANGELS AND TO

THE FOLLOWIMNG

THE EVIL CAUSED

ETHIOPIC BOOK OF ENOCH, CHAPTERS 6~10, THE "waTCHERS"
FOR THEIR EVIL DEEDS; THEY WILL, IN TIME, BE ERADICATED
OF TH¢ EARTH. HERE, ALSO, SET DOWN IN QUITE DESCRIPTIVE
EXTENT OF DAMAGE WHICH THE "wATCHERS" cAUSED. GENERALLY
MANNER OF EVIL IS TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO THESE FALLEN

| 37

THEIR' LEADER AZAZEL: ''TO HiM ASCRIBE ALL SIN".

PASSAGES INDICATE TO WHAT EXTENT THE "waATcHERS' WERE

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DAMAGE DONE UPON EARTH?

34

37

35 36

Wisp. SoL. 2:2%. 1 Enoch 10:7-8. 1.QM 13:11-12.

1 EnocH 10:8



AND LAWLESSNESS INCREASED ON THE EARTH AND ALL FLESH
CORRUPTED ITS WAYS, ALIKE MEN AND CATTLE AND BEASTS
AND BIRDS AND EVERY THING THAT WALKS ON THE EARTH -
ALL OF THEM, CORRUPTED THEIR WAYS AND THEIR ORDERS,
AND THEY BEGAN TO DEVOUR EACH OTHER, AND LAWLESSNESS
[NCREASED ON' THE EARTH AND EVERY IMAGINATION OF THE
THOUGHTS oF ALL MEN (wAS) EViL CONTINUALLY. AND GoD
LOOKED UPON THE EARTH, AND BEHOLD IT WAS CORRUPT,
AND ALL FLESH HAD CORRUPTED ITS ORDERS, AND ALL THAT
WERE UPON THE EARTH.HAD WROUGHT ALL MANNER OF EVIL
BEFORE His EFES...38

THEY SHALL Bk EVIL SPIRITS ON THE EARTH, AND EVIL
SPIRITS SHALL THEY BE CALLED...AND THE SPIRITS OF THE
GIANTS AFFLICT, OPPRESS, DESTROY, ATTACK, DO BATTLE,
AND WORK DF§TRUCTEON ON THE EARTH, AND CAUSE
TROUBLE. .

EVIL RESULTS FROM OFFSPRING

ALTHOUGH THE' "WATCHERS" AND THEIR LEADERS WERE CONSIDERED
PRIMARILY AS THOSE WHO INITIATED EVIL, IT WAS EMPHASIZED iN 1 ENOCH
AND MAINTAINED IN MOST OF THIS LITERATURE THAT THE OFFSPRING FROM

THE UNION BETWEEN THE "waATcHERS" ANMD "DAUGHTERS OF MEN" WERE THE

PROXIMATE CAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS IMPOSED UPON MANKIND. THE
ETHIOPIC BOOK OF ENOCH DECLARES:

AND THEY BORY GREAT leMT% .WHO CONSUMED ALL THE
ACQUISITIONS OF MEN,

AND THE WOMEN HAVE BORN GIANTS AND THE WHOLE EARTH
HAS THEREBY BEEN FILLED WITH BLOOD AND UNRIGHTEOUS—

NESS. .. 1
38 39

JusiLees §io-l, 1 EnocH 15:10-11,
ko g

1 EnocH T7:3. 1 EnocH 9:9~10.

16



DESTROEETHE CHILDREN OF THE WATCHERS FROM AMONGST
MEN...

AND DESTROY ¢« THE CHILDREN Og THE WATCHERS BECAUSE
THEY HAVE WRONCED MANKIND.

Evit SPIRITS: HAVE PROCEEDED FROM THEIR BODIES BECAUSE
THEY ARE BORN FROM MEN AND FROM THE HOLY WATCHERS AS
THEIR BEG!NNkNG AND PRIMAL ORIGIN: THEY SHALL BE EVIL
SPIRITS Op THE EARTH AND EVIL SPIRITS SHALL THEY BE

th
CALLED... "

THE ANGELS WHO HAVE CONNECTED THEMSELVES WiTH WOMEN
AND THEIR SPJRITS (OFFSPRING)MASSUMING MANY DIFFERENT
FORMS ARE DEFILING MANKIND...

ANGELS OF HEAVEN...HAVE BEGOT CHILDREN BY THEM (wOMEN)
...AND THEY SHALL PRODUCE ON THE EARTH GIANTS...BUT
ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, ANMD THERE SHALL BE GREAT
PUNISHMENT UPON THE EARTH... 6
| 47 48
Likewi1sE, po THE BOOK oF JUBILEES, THE WisSpoM OF SOLOMOM, AND

‘49
THE DamAscuUs DOCUMENT TESTIFY TO THE WICKEDNESS WHICH THIS PROGENY
BROUGHT UPON MEM.

THERE ARE, HOWEVER, SOME CONFUSING ELEMENTS IN THIS LITERATURE

CONCERNING THE CAUSE OF EVIL ON THE EARTH. FOrR EVIL IS ATTRIBUTED

42 : u3

! Enoct 10:9. 1 EnocH 10:15,
by ‘ n5
h61 EnocH 15:9+10. 1 Enocu 1931,

1 EnocH 106:13-17. THERE WERE VARIOUS HAMFS GIVEN FOR THE
OFFSPRING. GIANTS, 1 EnocH 6=10:15; 15:3~12; 106; 69:12: 3 Macc. 2:h.
Demons, 1 EnNoCH 19t 1=3; Jus. 10: 1-8; 7:27; UncLean OR EVIL SPIRITS;
TEST. BENJ. 3:2; 1 EnocH 6Q:U=~12; 15:3-12; ANGELS OF DESTRUCTION,
1.Qs 4:12; €D 6; SoMs oF BELIAR, IUBILEES - 15:33; SPIRITS OF HIS LOT,
OF BeLIAL, 123 ‘

B
Jusitees 5:1-U; 7:27; 10:1-8.
48 49
Wisp. Sor. 14:6, CD 3:3*“:10.

Q
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WITHIN SINGLE WORKS AND WITHIN THE LLTERATURE AS A WHOLE TO MANY
VARIED AND CONFL}CTiﬁG SOURCES, THIS LACK OF CONSISTE&CY 1S UNDER=—
STANDABLE IN. THE TOTALITY OF THE LITERATURE BECAUSE VARIOUS
SPECULATIONS BY MANY;DIEFERENT AUTHORS ON ANY ONE SUBJECT CAM PRODUCE
SUCH A VARIABLE OVER:A LONG PERIOD OF TIME, ALSO, THE LACK OF
CONSISTENCY WiTHIN SINGLE PIECES OF THIS LITERATURE 1S PARTIALLY
EXPLAINED BECAUSE OF 'THE COMPOSITE NATURE OF MOST OF THESE BOOKS.
YET, THESE ANSWERS D& NOT COMPLETELY RESOLVE THE REASON FOR THE
MANY CONFLICTING VIEWS CONTAINED FN THIS LITERATURE. A possiBLE
FURTHER EXPLANATION MIGHT BE SOUGHT IN THE MULTITUDE OF VARIOUS
TRADITIONS FROM WHICA THESE BOOKS WERE FORMED.

EVIL RESULTS FRO?‘ WORTHLESS OR UNLAWFUL REVELATION

NEVERTHELESS, THE ETHIOPIC 200K OF ENCCH, ALTHOUGH MAIN=
TAINING THAT THE GIAQTS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EVIL THAT EXISTS
AMONGST MEN THROUGH PHYSICAL ACTION, ALSO PROPOSES THAT WiCKEDNESS
RESULTED MAINLY BY MEANS OF A WORTHLESS AND UMLAWFUL REVELATION.
THE "WwATCHERS" AND THEIR LEADERS HAVE WROUGHT HAVOC ON EARTH, THEN,
BY TWO DISTINCT MEANS, IN TWO COMPLETELY DIFFERENT FORMS. THUS,
THE FIRST BOOK OF EMOCH TREATS OF EVIL DEEDS OF OFFSPRING AND, IN
THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES, PROCLAIMS EVIL RESULTING FROM CERTAIN

DIABOLICAL TEACHINGS iOF THE "wATCHERS":
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You (THE WATCHERS) HAVE BEEN IN HEAVEN. BUT ALL THE
MYSTERIES HAD NOT YET BEEN REVEALED TO YOU AND YOU
KNEW WORTHLESS ONES, AND THESE IN THE HARDMESS OF
YOUR HEARTS, YOU MADE KNOWN TO THE WOMEN, AND
THROUGH THESE MYSTERIES WOMEN AND MEN WORK MUCH EVIL
ON EARTH...

AZAZEL...BECAUSE OF THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH THOU
HAS TAUGHT...%ND SIN WHICH THOU HAS SHOWN TO MEN...51

THESE ARE THE ANGELS WHO DESCENDED ON THE EARTH, AND
REVEALED WHAT WAS HIDDEN TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN...D2

THROUGH ALL THE SECRET THINGS THAT THE WATCHERS
HAVE DISCLOSED AND HAVE TAUGHT THEIR SONS...

54 55

To SOME EXTENT THE FIIRST BOOK oF ENOCH AND THE BOOK OF JUBILEES
TREAT THE PARTICULARS OF THAT HIDDEN REVELATION., ALSO, IN THE

THANKSGIVING PsALMS OF QUMRAN, 1T IS HINTED THAT THE "waTcHers"

56

CONVEYED WORTHLESS KNOWLEDGE TO MEN AND GREATLY DISTORTED THE TRUTH:

THEY HAVE DEVISED VILENESS AGAINST ME TO EXCHANGE
THE TEACHING WHICH THOU REHEARSETH IN MY HEART FOR
SMOOTH WORDS...H [

50 51

1 EnocH 16:3. 1 Enocu 13:1-l,
52 53

1 Enoc 64:1-2, 1 Enocx 10:7.
Sh 55

1 EnocH 69:U-12, JusiLees 8:3.
56 51

1 QH 2:22, 1T Q4 2:10.
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)

PROBLEMS CON¢ERN!NG THE "WATCHERS" AND THE FLOCD

THE uUst ofF THE "wATCHER" LEGEND TO ACCOUNT FOR UNIVERSAL
WICKEDNESS PROVED TO BE HIGHLY INADEQUATE AS AN EXPLANATION FOR MAN'S

SINFUL CONDITION. FOR THE "WATCHERS" WERE DEFINITELY THE CHIEF
| 58
CAUSE OF BRINGING ABOUT THE "pELUGE". THIS IS INDICATED IN 1 ENOCH,

59 . 60

THE BOOK OF JUBILEES, AND THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI. MOREOVER,
IN THE DELUGE, ALL WICKEDNESS WAS DESTROYED INCLUDING THE "WATCHERS",

THE SOURCE OF ALL EVIL. _SUCH DESTRUCTION IS IMPLIED IN THE TESTAMENT
61 : 62

OF REUBEN, AND EXPLICITLY STATED IN THE THIRD BOOK OF MACCABEES,

Likewise, 2 BarRUCH 55:16 STATES THAT, "THOSE WHO DWELT ON THE EARTH
PERISHED TOGETHER WiTH THEM (THE WATCHERS) THROUGH THE WATERS OF THE
DELUGE." IN ADDITION, T ENocH 10:2 PREDICTED, "THAT THE WHOLE EARTH
WILL BE DESTROYED AND A DELUGE 1S ABOUT TO COME UPON THE WHOLE EARTH

"

AND WILL DESTROY ALL'THAT 1S ON IT. THUS, 1T COULD BE CONCLUDED

THAT THE ROLE OF THE "WATCHERS" WAS INTRODUCED MERELY TO EXPLAIN
WICKEDNESS UNTIL THE TIME OF THE "DELUGE". SucH APPEARS TO BE THE
INTENTION FOR THE "waTcHers" N THE Book ofF JusiLees. Or, IT COULD

BE HELD THAT WRITERS 'PERCEIVED DIFFICULTY IMN USING THE "wATCHERS"

TO ACCOUNT FOR THE EVIL WHICH EXISTED AFTER THE FLOOD. AND THEN, ONLY,

58 99

1 EnocH 106:15. Jusitees 7:21-25,
60 61

TesT. NapH. 3:5. TesT. Reus. 5:6.,
62 : 62

. o
3 Macc. 2:k, TENNANT, OP, CIT., P.238.
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' AS THE CHIEF CAUSE FOR THE

DID THEY DECIDE TO USE THE "WATCHERS'
"peruce". I EITHEE CASE, A PROBLEM CONCERNING THE SOURCE OF EVIL
RISES WHEN ALL OF THE "WATCHERS" ARE DESTROYED IN THE FLOOD. THERE-
FORE, THERE WAS NOT ONLY A SHIFT OF EMPHASIS CONCERNING THE "wATCHERS"
AND THEIR ROLE REGARDING UNIVERSAL CORRUPTION, BUT THERE WAS ALSO A

NECESSITY CREATED FOR AUTHORS AT THIS TIME TO SEEK AN EXPLANATION

FOR EVIL IN A SOURCE OTHER THAN THE "WATCHER" LEGEND.



CHAPTER 11
EVIL TRACED TO ADAM AND EVE

EFFORT WAS TAKEN BY SEVERAL LATE JEWISH WRITERS TO EXPLAIN
THE CAUSE OF EVIL BY MEANS OF THE PARADISE-~NARRATIVE AS FOUND IN
GENESIS 3. THE ANGELIC FALL SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED EVIL LEADING UP
TO THE DELUGE. YET, EVIL EXISTING IN THE WORLD AFTER THE FLOOD NEEDED
FURTHER EXPLANATION BECAUSE THE "WATCHERS" HAD ALL PERISHED. AND
ALTHOUGH THERE WERE ATTEMPTS TO PORTRAY THE "wATcHERS" STiLL ALIVE
1

AND PARTICIPATING IN MAN'S CORRUFTION AFTER THE DELUGE, THESE

EFFORTS WERE NOT FULLY ACCEPTED THROUGHOUT THIS BODY OF LITERATURE,
ANGELIC INFLUENCE IN THE FALL

RATHER, AUTHORS,IN TRACING EVil TO THE PARADISE=NARRATIVE,
HELD FAST TO SOME ASPECTS OF THE "WATCHER" LEGEND BY MAINMTAINING
ANGELIC IMNMFLUENCE IN, THE FALL oF ADaAM AND EVE. THE APOCALYPSE OF
MOSES GIVES A DETAILED ACCOUNT FROM THE LIPS OF EVE CONCERNING THE
DEVILYS DECEPTION OF THE SERPENT., THAT 1S, THE DEVIL DECE!VED THE -
‘ 2
SERPENT INTO SEDUCING EVE. ELSEWHERE, EVE 1S TEMPTED INTO COMMITTING

A TRANSGRESSION BUT THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT THE TEMPTER 1S ONE OF THE

"rFaLLen ancers". [N THE ETHIOPIC ENOCH IT WAS GADREEL, ONE FROM THE

1
JusiLEESs T:27:;

2

1021-5.

2
Aroc. Mos. cc¢. 15=30. Esp. cc. 16-17.
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LEADERS OF THE "waATCHERS", "wHO LED ASTRAY Eve,”

AND QUITE CLEARLY
IN THE BOOKS OF ADAM AND EVE THE DEVIL IS PROJECTED AS THE AGENT OF
Eve’é‘DECEPTION. |

HowevER, EVIL 1S TRACED BACK To ADAM AND EVE WITH VARIOUS
ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN THE CONMNECTION BETWEEN ADAM'S SIN AND PRESENT
EVIL EXISTING IN THE HUMAN RACE. REGARDING ADAM'S FALL, THERE WAS
A GREAT DEAL OF LITERATURE WHICH EXALTED HIM FOR THE APPARENT PURPOSE
OF AUGMENTING THE TRAGEDY WHICH WOULD LATER BEFALL HIM AND HIS
PROGENY.5 MOREOVER, ADAM'S FALL, AN ASSUMED FACT THROUGHOUT MUCH

OF THIS LATE JEWISH LITERATURE, IS EXPLICITLY TREATED IN ITS CAUSES

AND CONSEQUENCES.
CAUSES OF ADAM'S FALL

MOTIONS CONCERNING THE CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCES OF ADAM'S FalLL
ARE DIVERSE AND INCO&SISTENT IN THIS LITERATURE. (STiLL, THE MORE
PROMINENT IDEAS WILL‘BE UNDERLINED IN THIS PAPER,) AMOMG THE MANY
STRANGE AND MYSTERIOUS EXPLANATIONS FOR Apam’s SIN, A CERTAIN
IMPORTANCE MUST 8E GIVEM TO THE ALLIAMCE WHICH EXIéTED BETWEEN EVE

AND SATAN, For ADAM 1S LED TO TRANSGRESS THROUGH EVE BECAUSE SHE

1 EnocH 69:6.
L
ViTa ApAE ET Evag 16:4; 33:2-3. aLso, ses Wisp. Sor. 2:2k4;
2 EnocH 31:4-6.
SCROGGS, OP. CIT., PP, 15-38; TENNANT, OP. CIT., P. 1hg;
GEN. R. 16:6; TanHUMA BEReSHITH 10; PesikTa R. 115a; R. MeiR PESIKTA
183 SAnNHEDRIN 598,
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WAS TEMPTED BY SATAN. SOME OF THE THEORIES INVOLVED IN THE SATAN-
EVE ALLIANCE ARE s:MPLE DECEPTIONS. BUT MOST OF THE THEORIES ARE
SEXUAL IN CHARACTER SO THAT THERE RESULTS A TRAGIC POLLUTION OF EVE
WHICH IS TRANSMITTED TO THE HUMAN RACE.

HoweveER, THE MOST WIDELY TREATED CAUSE FOR ADAM'S FALL 1S HIS
TRANSGRESSION OF A DIVINE COMMANDMENT, AND HIS UNCONTROLLED,
INORDINATE DESIRE TbWARD EVIL. 2 BARUCH SPEAKS OF "THE TRANSGRESSION
WHEREWITH ADAM, THEJFIRST MAN; TRANSGRESSED" AND "THIS TRANSGRESSION
IS THAT OF THE COMMANOMENT,Y 3 BARUCH ELUCIDATES THE ESSENCE OF THE
COMMANDMENT AND THE W1SDOM OF SOLOMON CONFIRMS THAT THE CAUSE OF THE
FIRST FATHER'S FALL WAS THAT OF A TRANSGRESS!ON‘g

THERE WAS A THEORY WHICH HELD THAT ApaMm®s FALL WAS DUE To

10
HiS NON—REPENTANCE BUT TH!S NOTION WAS SLIGHTLY OPPOSED TO THE
MATN RABBINICAL 1DEA THAT ADAM'S SIN WAS A DIRECT REVOLT AGAINST
. i1 ‘
Gob. VERY CLOSE TO THIS CONCEPT WAS THE IDEA THAT SIN WAS A BREACH

OF THE LAW AND THAT EVIL IN MAN WAS CAUSED BY DISOBEDIENCE TO THE

DIVINE PRECEPTS., THIS NOTION STEMMED FROM THE !{DEA THAT ADAM WAS

: 12
PLACED IN THE GARDEN TO STUDY THE TORAH.
6 | 7 8
2 BARUCH 56:5. 2 BarucH 4:3. 3 BarucH 4:8,
9 10
Wisp., Sov. 10:1. © TANHUMA BERESHITH 38

11 :
- Tanduma BEresHiTH 23: SIFre DEuT. oN 32:32; SIFRA WAYYIKRA
PEREK 20; PesikTa 7ha; BeresHiTH R. 27; KipousHin 308.

12
KiobusHin 308; BeERAKOTH 5A: SiFRE DEUT. ON 11:18.
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IN 4 FEzrA, ADAM'S DISOBEDIENCE AND TRANSGRESSION AGAINST

Gop's MANY STATUTES |S STRESSED AS THE CAUSE FOR THE WORLD BECOMING
| | 13
"NARROW AND SORROWFUL AND PAINFUL", YET, IN ANOTHER PASSAGE IT 1S
' 14
BUT A SINGLE COMMAND. THAT ADAM TRANSGRESSES, HOWEVER, THE IDEA OF
TRANSGRESSION AND DISOBEDIENCE 1S NOT THE ONLY PROPOSAL oF 4 Ezra
CONCERNING THE CAUSE OF ADAM'S FALL. SOME PASSAGES [NDICATE THAT
ADAM'S SIN CAME ABOUT THRoUGH AN "evit HEART" or "eviL sgep.™
THUS, ADAM TRANSGRESSED OR WAS OVERCOME BY TEMPTATION BECAUSE OF
| 16

THE "EVIL HEART" WHIGH HE POSSESSED FROM HIS BIRTH?

FOR A GRAIN OF EVIL SEED WAS SOWN IN THE HEART OF ADAM
FROM THE BEGINNING..,

CONSEQUENCES OF ADAM'S FALL

THE CONSEQUEMCES oF ApamM's TRANSGRESSION CAM BE LISTED
UNDER THREE HEADINGS; NAMELY, DEATH, PHYSICAL INFIRMITY,AND SIN
AS SPIRITUAL CORRUPTION. 2 BARUCH CONCEIVES DEATH AS AN EFFECT
oF ApaM's FouL DEED. BUT THE DEATH WHICH MAN MUST SUFFER 1S NOT
ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENT FROM THAT WHICH WE WOULD HAVE HAD TO SUFFER,
IF ADAM HAD NOT stN@o. THAT 1S, DEATH WAS ALWAYS THE LOT OF
MANKIND, VWHAT Erracf 72 BARUCH ADDS TO ADAM'S TRAMSGRESSION 1S THAT

THE DEATH WHICH MAN MUST SUFFER |S PREMATURE OR UNTIMELY, AND MAN

13 | 14
L Ezra 7:11-12 4 Ezra 3:7.

15 11 1"
THIS IDEA 1S CLOSE TO THE RABBINIC NOTION OF THE "YETZER" AND
WILL BE TREATED AT GREATER LENGTH IN THE FOLLOWING CHAPTER.
16 17
4 Ezra 3:21. 4 £zra 4:30.
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MUST DIE BEFORE HIS$S APPOINTED TIME:

FOR THOUGH ADAM FIRST SINNED AND BROUGHT UNTIMELY
DEATH UPON ALL... 10

FOR WHEN HE TRANSGRESSED, UNTIMELY DEATH CAME INTO
BEING... 19

Y EzrRA, HOWEVER, DOES NOT QUALIFY THE DEATH DUE TOo ADAM's
SIN AS DID THE AUTHOR OF 2 BARUCH. RATHER, HIS CLAIM IS THAT WHEN

ADAM TRANSGRESSED THE COMMAND, Gob “APPOINTEDST DEATH FOR HIM AND
20 '
FOR HIS GENERATIONS." SIMILAR THOUGHTS CONNECTING ADAM AND
‘ 21
DEATH EX1ST AMONG RABBINICAL WRITERS  AND OTHER AUTHORS OF THIS
22 '
PERIOD,

THE PHYSICAL INFIRMITY ATTRIBUTED TO ADAM 1S TREATED AGAIN
23

IN 2 BARUCH UNDER SUCH TERMS AS GRIEF, PAIN, AND DISEASE. ELSEWHERE

THROUGHOUT RABBINICAL LITERATURE, THERE ARE VARIOUS DESCRIPTIONS
‘ 24
OF THE PHYSICAL INFIRMITY MAN SUFFERS AS A RESULT OF ApAaM's sIN.

18 19
2 BarucH S4:15 2 BarucH 56:5 cr 17:3; 19:8; 23:k4,

20 ‘

U Ezra 3:7; T:48; 7:92; 7:116-120; 6:31; 9:36.
21 .
SiFRe DEUT. ON 32:32; SiFrRA WAYYIKRA PEREK 20; PESIKTA 7643
TANHUMA BERESHITH 23; BERESHITH R. 29; HUKKAT 39; Gen R. 12:6;
TanNHuMa Wavyyvikra 11; BErResHITH R. 10.

22
Wisp. Soi. 2:2 ano THE LATER 2 EnocH 30:16.

232 Barucn 56:6.
2l

Si1Fra WaYYikrA PEreEk 20; R. Meir PesikTa 18; PesikTa R. 115a;
SaNHEDRIN 4:52; BerEsHITH R. 29; Gen R. 23:6; 20:6.
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MOREOVER, A CERTAIN SPIRITUAL CORRUPTION IS ATTRIBUTED TO ADAM
BY THE AUTHOR OF 2 BARUCH WHEN HE SAYS:

O ApAM, WHAT: HAST THOU DONE TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE BORN
FROM THEE? AND WHAT WILL BE SAID TO THE FIRST Eve
WHO HEARKENED TO THE SERPENT? FOR ALL THIS MULTITUDE
ARE GOING TO CORRUPTION, NOR 1S THE%E ANY NUMBERING
OF THOSE WHOM THE FIRE DEVOURS....z

LIKEWISE, 1S THERE AN ASSERTION OF SPIRITUAL DAMAGE RESULTING FROM

7

ADAMTS TRANSGRESSION IN THE STATEMENT THAT "HE (ADAM) BECAME A

26
DANGER TO HIS owN sour." ALso, IN 4 EzRA, SIN RESULTS AMONG THE
ef
INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH AFTER ADAM'S FALL AND THE FRUIT OF ApAM's
EViL HEART IS THAT OF VUNGODLINESS." THIS AUTHOR CERTAINLY EMPHASIZES
THAT THE EVIL ON THE EARTH AFTER ADAM'S FALL 1S MORE THAN JUST
DEATH AND PHYSICAL CORRUPTION. HE STATES THAT, "THE EVIL HEART HAS

/

GROWN UP IN US WHICH HAS ESTRANGED US FROM GOD AND BROUGHT US INTO

28 20
DESTRUCTION." OTHER WRITIMGS, PARTICULARLY THOSE OF THE RABBIS,
‘ARE MORE 0BVIOUS IN THEIR EXPLANATIONS COMCERMING THE SPIRITUAL

DAMAGE ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION HAD CAUSED MANKIND.
EVIL CONSEQUENCES THROUGH IMITATION OF ADAM

THERE REMAINS, HOWEVER, THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF THIS LITERATURE

THE ENORMOUS QUESTION CONCERMING THE PRECISE MANMER IN WHICH THESE

25 26

2 BarucH 48:lu2-Y3, 2 BarucH 56:10.
27 28

b Ezra 3:26, b £zra 7:48; avso, 7:116.
29

SiFRE DEUT. oN 32:32; Pesikta 76A; BERESHITH R. 293
HUkkaAT 39; GeEN. R. 12:6: TanHUMA Wavyixra 11; Beresnite R, 18; avso,
cF 3 BarucH 4:14. '
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CONSEQUENCES ARE TRANSMITTED TO MANKIND. NOWHERE DOES THERE APPEAR
A CLEARLY DEFINED STATEMENT REGARDING THE EXACT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
ADAM‘s TRANSGRESSION AND ALL THE CONSEQUENCES THAT 1T HAS UPON MAN™
KIND. RATHER, THE QUESTION APPEARS TO BE ANSWERED IN SOME PASSAGES
BY STRONG IMPLICATION AND IN OTHER PASSAGES THE QUESTION IS LEFT
OPEN TO THE IMAGINATION OF THE READER. THUS, GENERALLY SPEAKING, IT
IS POSSIBLE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THIS LITERATURE PROPOSES THAT THE
CORRUPTION DUE ADAMYS SIN COMES TO HIS DESCENDANTS EITHER BY MEN'S
IMITATING ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION OR BY MEN'S INHERITING THE CON~
SEQUENCES OF ADAM'S SIN THROUGH PHYSICAL PROPOGATION. 2 BARUCH
APPEARS TO TEACH THE FORMER IN THE FOLLOWING TWO PASSAGES:

FOrR THOUGH ADIAM FIRST SINNED AND BROUGHT UNTIMELY DEATH

UPON ALL, YET OF THOSE WHO WERE BORN FROM HIM, EACH

ONE OF THEM HAS PREPARED FOR HIS OWN SOUL TORMENT

To come...30

ADAM IS THEREFORE NOT THE CAUSE, SAVE ONLY OF HIS OWN

SOUL, BUT EACH OF US HAS BEEN THE ADAM OF HIS OWN

souL...3!

ALso, SOME OF THE RABBINICAL LITERATURE, WITH ITS TENACIOUS
HOLD ON MAN'S FREE WilLL, IN THE FACE OF THE LAW, IMPLIES THAT MAN SINS

32

BY IMITATING ADAM. MOREOVER, THE FOURTH EBOOK OF EZRA HAS CERTAIN
PASSAGES WHICH COULD: Bf UNDERSTOOD AS OFFERING SOMETHING SIMILAR

33

TO THAT OfF 2 BARUCH, NAMELY, MAN 1S CORRUPTED BY IMITATING ADAM,

20 31
2 BarucH 54:15. 2 BarucH 54:19; aiso, 18:1-2.
32

. BERESHITH R, 29; Hukxkat 39; BerakoTH Haj Kiobusiin 308;
BaBA BATHRA 16A; Suxkad 528; aLso, ste 1 0S 1:25F.

33 |
4 £zra 3:20-26.
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EVIL CONSEQUENCES THROUGH PHYSICAL HEREDITY
YeT, 4 Ezra TAKEN IN ITS TOTALITY, APPEARS TO TEACH SOMETHING

QUITE DIFFERENT THANM 2 BaRUCH TEACHES, REGARDING THE TRANSMITTING OF

CORRUPTION FROM ADAM TO MANKIND, IT SPEAKS OF THE INFIRMITY IN MAN

3k
BECOMING INVETERATE  AND THE "EvIL Seep,” sowM IN ADAM, PRODUCING MUCH
35 L 36 _
UNGODL INESS. THi$ "sgep” GROWS UP IN EACH MAN AND IS CONSIDERED AN
INNATE EVIL. BuT, % EZRA ALSO CLAIMS THAT EACH ONE CLOTHES HIMSELF

WITH THE EVIL HEART, WHICH NOTION CONFLICTS WITH HIS OTHER STATE=
MENTS, ALTHOQGH IT US CONSISTENT WITH THE IDEA OF IMITATING ADAM AS
FOUND IN 2 BARUCH,

Howeg VER, Y EZRA DOES CONCEIVE A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
ADAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS THAN DOES 2 BARUCH WHEN HE STATES:

O THOU ADAM, WHAT HAST THOU DONE! FOR THOUGH IT WAS

THOU THAT SINNED, THE FALL WAS NOT THIME ALONE, BUT
OURS ALSO WHO ARE THY DESCENDANTS...

AND THERE EXIiST ELSEWHERE STATEMENTS WHICH IMPLY THE HERED|TARY

CONNECTIOMN BETWEEN ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION AND MANTS WICKED STATE.

THE HYMN ScroitlL OF QUMRAN PERCEIVES MAN AS A CREATURE OF CLAY WHO
Lo

"Is IN INIQUITY FROM HIS MOTHER'S wome," IN GREAT PART, THIS

SCROLL BLAMES MAN'S PERVERSION AND TRANSGRESSION UPON THE FACT OF HIS

3k 35 3

L gzra 3:22. b gzra U4:30. b gzra 7:48.
37 38 39

L Ezra 7:92. 4 E£zra 3:26. b Ezra 7:118.
o)

1 QH 4:29-3D. THis PROBABLY 1S A REFLECTION upoN Ps.57:5.
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b1
HAVING BEEN "DEFILED BY UNCLEANESS," LikewIsE, SrLavenic EnNocH
LOOKS UPON MAN AS FéOM HIS BIRTH POSSESSING AN UNESCAPABLE INFIRMITY
. ho
ASSOC!ATED WITH THE RUI!N CAUSED BY ADAM AND Eve.
ALSO, THE YWRYTINGS OF THE RaBB1IS OFTEN TAUGHT THAT THE
WHOLE RACE WAS CONTAINED I N AbamM SO THAT THERE WOULD BE LITTLE
DIFFICULTY FOR THEM TO ASSOCIATE Apam's SIN WITH MAN'S CORRUPTION
BY MEANS OF PHYSICAL PROPOGATION. HOWEVER, THEY PROFESSED ANOTHER
ANSWER FOR THE CAUSHE OF EVIL IN THE WORLD. TH!S ANSWER IS GIVEN

IN THE ForM ofF THE "YETzer HaRA™ To WHICH THIS STUDY NOW TURNS ITS

ATTENTION,

L1 Lo
1 Q4 17:18-19. 2 Enock U1:1,

43
SanHeDRIN 43525 Ex. R. 40:3; Tannuma BeresHiTH 233 BERCSHITH
R. 29; Hukxkat 39.



CHAPTER 1V
EVIL TRACED TO THE RABBINICAL "YETZER"

THE NOTION OF THE "YETZER™ AS A CAUSE FOR EVIL EXISTING IN

THE WORLD WAS CONCE[MED BY THE RABBIS AND GIVEN FURTHER TREATMENT
1

BY OTHER LATE JEWISH WRITERS.  THe "veTzer,"

FOUND IN THE BOOK OF

SiracH 15:11-14, aAccorpinNg To W. D. DAVIES, 1S A SINFUL DESIRE,

2
IMPULSE, INCLINATION, OR URGE. As A THEORY CONCERNING MAN'S SN~
FULNESS, IT AROSE DIRECTLY FROM AN EXEGESIS ofF GENESIs 6:5 AND
8:21. In Genests 625 IT APPEARS TO BE SOMETHING IN MAN FOR WHICH HE
IS RESPONSIBLE BUT IN O:21 IT IS SOMETHING GIVEN BY GOD WHICH
RESEMBLES AN INHERENT INFIRMITY SO THAT MAN FROM HIS YOUTH, WITH A
GIVEN DISPOSITION IN HiS NATURE, HAS AN EXCUSE FOR HIS DEPRAVITY.
THUS, IN THE RABBINIC LITERATURE SIN IS USUALLY VIEWED AS EMANATING

n

FROM THE EVIL IMPULSE, THE "YETZER HARA." AND ALTHOUGH IT WAS A

DOCTRINE DEVELOPED INDEPENDENTLY OF THE ADAMIC—~FALL AND [TS CON~

SEQUENCES, IT LATER CAME TO BE FUSED WITH SUCH THEORIES BY BOTH

RABBINICAL AND APOCNLYPT[C WRITERS.

1
Scrog¢as, oP. CIT., P. 33.

2
FOR A COMPLETE TREATMENT OF THE "YETZER" see: DavieEs, oP, CIT.,
prp., 20~27; ScrOGGS, OP. CIT., PP, 337F; JosSEPH BONSIRVEN, PALESTINIAN
JupAisM IN THE Time oF Jesus CHRIST (NEw Yorx: HOLT, REINHART AND
WinsTon, 196H), P, 103; S.SGHECHTER, SoME ASPECTS OF RABBINIC THEOLOGY
(New York: THE Macmirtan Co., 1923), pe. 2U2-202; TENNANT, OP. CIT.,

pp. 169-176; WiLL1aus, op. ciT., pp. 60-T72.

3

TENNANT, OP. CIT., PP. 170-175.
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TERMS USED FOR THE "YETZER"

VARIOUS TERMS IN THE LATE JEWISH LITERATURE REPRESENT THE
NOTION CONTAINED IN THE [DEA OF THE "YETZER." SUCH TERMS ARE THOSE
CONNECTED WITH THE HEART WHICH REPRESENT THE VOLITIONAL AND INTELLECTUAL
ELEMENTS IN MAN.  THUS, ANY OF THOSE EXPRESSIONS INDICATIVE OF
lN%ENT, SUCH AS, "INCLINATION ofF THE souL,™ "eviL xMAélNATION,"
"eEviL pisposiTion," "EviL iMPULSE," "HARD HEARTEDNESS," OR
"STUBBORNNESS OF THE HEART' OFTEN SIGNIFIES THE CONCEPTION OF
THE RaBBINIC "YETZER HARA." ’ MOREOVER, THE "YETZER" WAS NOT ONLY
REDUCED TO THESE TERMS, B8UT BECAME IDENTIFIED WITH SATAN AND EVEN

7

WITH SIN, ITSELF.
CAUSE OF THE "YETZER"

STiLL, THE "YETZER' WAS A DISPOSITION OF MIND, AN JNHERENT
INFIRMITY WHICH HAD ITS ORIGIN FROM THE HAND oF GoD. THE RABBIS

NEVER DOUBTED THAT GOD MADE THE evitL "veTzer," SUCH THOUGHTS

i
Davies, op. ¢I1T., P. 21.

1 EnocH 5:4-9; 4 £zra 3:20; SiracH 15:14~20; 21:11; P.A.
Y.1-2; Jus. 12:5; Zap. Frac. 3:2; U; Test. Jos. 2:6; NapH. 2:5;

AsHER 1:3=9; 3:2; Jub. 18:3; 1 QH 11:20; 5:6.
4
O

AGADOTH BERESHITH 1; GeEn R. Slo,

SukkaH 528; BERAKOTH 6le; MekitTa Nezekin 17: Yoma 67s.

8 .
Tos. BerakoTH 7:7; SiFre DEUT. oN 32:32; BerakoTH 9:5; Num. R.
22:9; BerakoTH 61a: R. Soma PesikTa 165a; SiFre 73a; ABoTH DE RaBB! NATHAM
47a; KipoucHin 308; Suxkad 528; SiFre DEUT. oN 11:13; Bara BATHRA 164,
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ARE PREVALENT APART'FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE RABBIS FOR THE BOOK

OF SIRACH STATES THAT, "GoD CREATED MAN FROM THE BEGINNING AND PLACED

9

"

HIM IN THE HAND OF HIS INCLINATION ALs0, THE TESTAMENT oF NAPHTALI
TESTIFIES TO THE FACT THAT, "THERE 1S NO INCLINATION OR THOUGHT
WHICH THE LORD KMOWETH NOT, FOR HE CREATED EVERY MAN AFTER HIS
10 L

OWN IMAGE."

THE LONGEST EXPLANATIOMN CONCERNING GOD'S CREATION OF THE
"yETzER" 1S IN THE TESTAMENT OF AsHzr 1:3-Q  Here, Gob tREATES
A DOUBLE "yeTZER." _ONE 1S GOOD AMD THE OTHER BAD. THIS 1S BUT ONE
THEORY CONCERNING THE "YETZER," NAMELY, THAT THERE EXISTS BY THE

HAND OF GOD BOTH THE EVIL INCLINATION (THE YETZER HARA) AND THE

GOOD INCLINATION {THE YETZER HATOB)  THESE TWO SATTLE ONE ANOTHER

FOR SUPREMACY. THEY MOVE MAN FROM ONE SIDE TO THE OTHER OM THE SCALE

oF JuUsTice. THE opouUsLe "yeTzER" THEORY 1S IN OPPOSITION TO THOSE

THEORIES WHICH GAVE ‘MAN A SINGLE "YETZeER", A GOOD OR INDIFFERENT POWER
11

BADLY M MNEED OF DIRECTION. MONETHELESS, THERT DID EXIST VARIOUS

COMBINATIONS OF ROTH SINGLE AND DOUBLE "y=TZER' THEORIES WHICH INM

THEIR EXPLANATIONS WERE STRIVING WITH SIMILAR MEANS TOWARD [DENTICAL

12
ENDS. Y Ezra SPEAKS OF THE "GRAIN OF £VIL SEED" WHICH WAS SOWN IN

SiracH 15:14, cr., R.S.V FooTnoTE, P. 147.

10
Test. Napq. 2:5: Aurso, seg SiracH 17:37.

11
Gen. R. 9:7; Zccres. R. on 3:11; Sanveoein 1078

12

DaviEs, op. CIT., PpP.20-27.



THE HEART OF ADAM FROM THE BEGINNING. THE TEACHING HERE IS THAT

' or

13

QUMRAN ATTRIBUTES THWE CREATION OF BOTH GOOD AND EVIL TO (OD.

ofF & siNGLE "YeETzeErRY ON THE OTHER HAND, THE "Hymn ScroLi'

ALsSO, THE INSTRUCTION ON THE "Two sP!rITS" AS FOUND IN THE "ManuaL
1 |

of DISCIPLINE" MAKES GOD THE AUTHOR OF ALL. IN FACT, MOST OF THE

LITERATURE, INCLUDING THE "TESTAMENT OF ASHER" AND THE SCROLLS OF

QUMRAN, ATTRIBUTED THE CREATION OF GOOD AND EViL POWERS To GoOD.

THERE WERE SEVERAL FINE POINTS THAT WERE ARGUED IN RABBINICAL
CIRCLES CONCERNING THE "YETZER" AMD EXPLANATIONS ON THESE POINTS
CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO AN EXTENSIVE AMOUNT OF WRITING ON THE SUBJECT,
SOME OF THE ARGUMENTS CONSISTED IN QUESTIONING WHETHER THE "YETZER"
CAME BEFORE OR AFTER BIRTH AND WHETHER THE "YETZER HARA" WAS OLDER

15
OR YOUNGER THAN THE "YETZER HATOB." HOWEVER, SOME OF THE THEORIES
CONCERNING THE "YETZER" INVOLVED A LITTLE MORE THAN FINE POINTS. [N
"THE BOOK OF JUBILEES THERE IS AN APPARENT ATTEMPT AT FUSION OF THE
"veTzer" anp THE "wATCHERS" FOR THE 800K TEACHES THAT THE "veETzER"
16

RESULTED FROM THE "WATCHERS."  Lixkewisg, 2 BarUCH aND 4 EzRA ExPLAIN
THE "yeETZER" AS A RESULT OF ADAM'S FALL. FOR IT IS FROM ADAM'S SIN

17

THAT "PASSiONS ARE PRODUCED" AND THAT THE EVIL HEART BECOMES

13 1h
1 QH k:38. , 105 3:13~4 126,

1["

SANHEDRIN 918; ABOTH DE RABBI NaTHAN 32a; Gen. R. 34:6,10;
JER. BerakoTH 6b.

16 17
JusiLees 5:2; T:2h. 2 BarucH 56:6.
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INVETERATE.,  ALSO, ACCORDING TO ONE THEORY OF THE RABBIS, A SINGLE
"YETZER" WAS CREATED IN ADAM AND REMAINED DORMANT UNTIL AFTER THE
FALL., THEN, WITH INCREASED INTENSITY TOWARD EVIL, THE "YETZER" GREW
AFTER THE FALL AND A PERMANENT ASCENDANCY OF THE IMPULSE EVOLVED
WHICH CONCLUSIVELY ENGENDERED THE CORRUPTIVE SIN OF ADAM INTO THE

19
STOCK OF HUMAN!TY.  HOWEVER, THE AFOREMENTIONED THEORY NEGLECTS TO

EXPLAIN THE CAUSE OF THE FALL ITSELF,

"YETZER™ IS INTRINSIC TO MAN

THE "YeETZER"™, APART FROM ITS CAUSE, WAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED
SOMETHING INTRINSIC TO MAN'S NATURE. THAT 1S, THE IMPETUS TO MAN'S
EVIL DEEDS DID NOT COME FROM WiTHOUT, AS WAS PROPOSED IN THE "wATCHER"

AND ADAM THEORIES, BUT RESIDED WITHIN MAN. SIRACH SPEAKS OF THE
20 21

"INCLINATION OF FLESH AND BLOOD" AND MAN'S "NATURAL TENDENCY."
‘ 22

T

THE "TeSTAMENT OF ASHER" PLACES THE "INCLINATION IN OUR BREASTS"

AND THE "TesTaMmENTS 0F JUDAH AND JoseEpH" GIVE REFERENCE TO THE

23

"INCLINATION OF THE souL."

18 |
Y Ezra 3:20-26.

19

BERAKOTH 5A; KipDUSHIN 308; SiFRre DeuT. on 11:18; Basa
BATHRA 16a.

20 21

SiracH 17:37. SiracH 21:17.
22

TesT. AsHER 1:5; ALso, see TesT. GaD 5:3.
23

Test. Jup. 18:3; 2:6.
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RELATION OF "YETZER" TO EVIL

THE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE "veETzerR™ DEAL NOT
ONLY WITH ITS CAUSE OR NATURE BUT ALSO WITH ITS RELATIONSHIP TO
EVIL. THERE WERE THOSE WHO WERE SATISFIED TO ACCEPT THE EXPLANATION
THAT GOD CREATED THE "YETZER" AND, THEREFORE, WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR

‘ 2l
THE EVIL WHICH WOULD FOLLOW UPON Hi5 CREATION. THAT 1S, EVIL WAS
DIRECTLY ATTRIBUTED TO GoO. BUT OTHER EXPLANATIONS TENDED TO
EXONERATE HiM AS A CAUSE OF EvVIL. HE REMAINED THE AUTHOR OF THE
"YETZER] A GOOD AND NECESSARY POWER, WHICH WAS INTENDED FOR THE
PROPOGATION OF THE RACE AND PROVIDING THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE.
25

THIS POWER, HOWEVER, WAS GREATLY IN NEED OF DIRECTION
AND BECAUSE IT FAILED TO HEED THIS DIRECTION BECAME THE CAUSE OF
EViL. THUS, MAM POSSESSED A POWER, ROOTED IN HIS SOUL, WHICH
EXTENDED PRESSURE IN THE DIRECTION OF WICKEDNESS, IF 1T waAS NOT
SUBDUED. [N THE "TESTAMENT oF AsHER" THERE WAS THE CREATION OF
Two "YETzERS" SO THAT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DIRECTION FELL UPON

\ 26
THE "YETZER HATOB" (THE GOOD INCLINATION). In THE "TESTAMENT oOF

1

BENJAMIN," 1T WAS THE AMGEL OF PEACE WHO DIRECTED_THE "INCLINATION"

27

AGAINST THE POWER OF BELIAR. AND IN PIRKE ABOTH, THE WISDOM OF

-~ T

2h
BERAKOTH 174a; Suxkas 528; GEN. R. 3&:10; JER. BERAKOTH 7D;
JER, Ta'amt 66c; SiFRe DeuT. o 11:18; Basa BatHrRA 16a; ABOTH DE
Ragsi NaTHaAN 32a,8.

25

Nezexin 3; Gen. R. 9:7; Eccres, R. on 3:11; Sanseorin 1078;
TesT. ASHER 1:3-9; BenJ. 6:1; Pirke AsoTH 4:1,

26 27
TesT. AsHER 1:3~9. Test. Benu, 6:1.
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MEN IS THAT WHICH ENABLES A PERSON TO CONTROL His "EVIL Dis-
28
PostTION."
HOWEVER, THE MOST COMMON NOTION AMONG THE RABBIS WAS THAT
Gop GAVE MAMN AN evib "vyeTzer" anND THE LAw oR TORAH BY WHICH HE
29
COULD CONTROL HIS "INCLINATION." SIRACH EXPRESSES PRECISELY THIS

THOUGHT IN SAYING:

HE THAT KEEPETH THE LAW, CONTROLLETH HIS NATURAL
Tenpency. .. 30

ALSO, THE WORKS OF LOVING KINDNESS AND THE CONTEMPLATION OF DEATH

31
WERE A REMEDY PROPOSED TO FIGHT AGAIMST THE REBELLIoUS "vevzer."
LIKEWISE, REPENTANCE WAS OFFERED AS A MEANS WHEREBY MAN COULD RESIST
HIS EVIL TENDENCY. MOREOVER, ASCETICAL PRACTIiCES WERE SUGGESTED
FOR MASTERY OVER THE EVIL "YETZER" BUT SUCH A PROPOSAL DID NOT
HAVE ANY WIDESPRECAD ACCEPTANCE, RATHER, THAT WHICH POSSIBLY SUM-—

MARIZES THE POPULAR TEACHING CONCERNMING MASTERY OVER THE "YETZER,"

IS CONTAINED IN THE "TESTAMENT oF AsHer":

28

Pirke AsoTH M:1.

KipousHin 3083 81A; SiFre DEUT. ON 11:18; BERAKOTH 5A; ERUBIN
Sta; SamseorIn 1078; SoTaH L7n; Asopau Zoran 58; Basa BatHra 16a.

30
31

ZoRAH 58,

SiracH 21:11,
KippusHin 308; SiFre DEUT. ON 11:18; KiobpusHin 81A; ABODAH

32TANHUMA BERESHI TH 28; Jer. MaxkotH 31p; SanHEDRIN 1054; RosH
HA SHANNAH 168; JEr. ROSH HA SHANNAH 57A; PesikTA 1578-158a.

33

TatanitH 2ta,



BUT FROM WICKEDNESS FLEE AWAY, DE%EROYING THE EVIL
INCLINATION BY YOUR GOOD WORKS...

BUT wHEN THE "YETzER" FAILED TO HEED THE PROPER DIRECTION,

IT REBELLED AGAINST THE LAW AND, ACCORDING TO THE RABBIS, WAS THE

35

SOURCE OF ALL SIN. YET, THERE ARE PASSAGES, APART FROM THE WRITINGS

OF THE RABBIS, WHICH TEND TO FUSE THE NOTIONS OF EVIL SPIRITS AND
THE "veTzer," AS wAS TREATED ABOVE, THE "TESTAMENT of BenNJamin"
SOUGHT PROPER DIRECTION FOR THE "vETzer" iN THE "ANGgeLs oF Peace."
BUT THIS WORK ALSO IMPLIES THAT THE OBVERSE EFFECT COULD BE GIVEN
‘ 36 . |

BY THE SPIRIT OoF "BeELiAR." SO0 TEACHES THE "TESTAMENT oF AsHer"
WHICH PROCLAIMS THAT THE EVIL INCLINATION 1S "RULED B8Y BELIAR."

Likewise, THE "ScroLL OF THE RuLe" FrROM QUMRAN STATES THAT THE

"INCLINATION" OF MAM CAN WELL BE INFLUENCED BY EVIL SPIRITS, FOR

MAN 1S "TEMPTED BY THE poMINION oF BeriaL" AND "SINS UNDER THE
pOMINION OF BeLiaL."  MoREoveERrR, THE "ScroLL" WHILE SPEAKING ABOUT

THE TWwO SPIRITS (INCLINATIONS) IN MAN PROFESSES:

ALL DOMINION OVER THE SONS OF PERVERSITY 1S5 IN THE
HAND OF THE ANGEL OF DARKNESS...AND BECAUSE OF THE
ANGEL OF DARKNESS ALL THE SONS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS GO
ASTRAY; AND ALL THEIR SIN AND INIQUITIES AND FAULTS,
AND ALL THE RéBﬁbLION OF THEIR DEEDS ARE BECAUSE OF
H1S DOMINION.:.

31'LTEST. ASHER 312, 3eerarors 61e; SwaesoTH 1098.
36TE3T. Bend. 6:1. 3lrest. Aswer 1:8.

381 Qs 1318, 3 1 QS 1:23.

ho .
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EFFECTS OF THE "YETZER"

THE EFFECTS WHICH THE EviL "YETZER" HAD UPON THE WORLD ARE
ALSO TREATED IN MUCH OF THIS LITERATURE. ALREADY, IT HAS BEEN
SHOWN iN "THe ScroLb OF THE RuULe" THAT THE "YETZER," UNDER THE
ANGEL OF DARKMESS CAUSES UNRIGHTEGUSMESS, FAULTS, REBELLIONS,

| b1

INIQUITIES, AND SIN, IN THE DaMascus DOCUMENT OF QUMRAN, THE
"EVIL IMAGINATION" CAUSED THE "WATCHERS" TO FALL, ALL FLESH UPON
THE EARTH TO PERISH, THE SONS OF NOAH TO GO ASTRAY, THE LAND TO
BECOME DESOLATE, AND ALL CHILDREN, KINGS, AND MIGHTY MEN OF OLD TO

ho
BE DELIVERED UNTO THE SWORD.

Y Ezra ExPLAINS THAT THE "veTZER! THE "EViL GERM" DROVE
i 3

OUT ALL GOODNESS, CAUSING ONLY EVIL TO REMAIN.  AND BECAUSE OF

THE "eviL HEART" THE "INHABITANTS OF THE CITY COMMITTED SIN, IN ALL
L

THINGS," PERFORMING "UNGODLY DEEDS INNUMERABLE." For 4 Ezra,

THE EFFECTS OF THE EvVIL "YETZER" 1S UNGODLINESS. 1T HAS ESTRANGED

MEN FROM GOD, BROUGHT THEM TO DESTRUCTION, AND SHOWN THEM THE

PATH TO DEATH AND PERDITION. THUS, THE END RESULT OF THE EVIL

"yETZER" IS PRIMARILY DEATH AND SOME MANNER OF GENERAL CORRUPTION

41 42
105 3:13-h:26. ch 2:14-3:12,

N R
Y £zra 3:22 4 Ezra 3:26-29
AY J . . — . e .

Iy ‘ L6
L £zra ¥:30 4 Ezra 7:48; 7:92.



OF MANKIND, THE "TEBTAMENT OF ASHER," IN SPEAKING ABOUT THE
TWO WAYS, VERY SUCCINCTLY SUMMARIZES THE EFFECTS BY STATIHNG:

IF 17 INCLINE TO THE EVIL INCLINATION, ALL iTS
ACTIONS ARE IN WICKEDNESS.,.(FOR) EVEN THOUGH IT
WORK WHﬁ§ 15 GooD, HE (BELIAR) PERVERTETH IT TO
EViL...

L7
TesT. ASHER. 1:8-9. ALso, THE "DIDACHE" 1-6 AND THE EPISTLE
oF BARNABAS 18-20 GIVE A DETAILED DESCRIPTIOM OF THE EVIL RESULTING
FROM THE TWO WAYS WHICH [S BASED UPON THEORIES HATCHED MUCH EARLIER
IN THE. NOTIONS OF THE GOOD AND EViL "veTzERS."



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUS I ON

THUS, IN THIS MATERIAL OF THE LATE JEWISH PERIOD, THERE
ARE THREE BASIC AND SAILENT THEORIES CONCERNING THE CAUSE OF MAN'S
SINFULNESS. FIRST (S THAT THEORY WHICH SOUGHT THE BASIS FOR EVIL
IN A CONTAMINATIO& OF THE RACE FROM A FALLEN "ORDER OF BEING."

THIS CONTAMINATION WAS THE DIRECT RESULT OF THE UNNATURAL MARRIAGE
BETWEEN DWV!&E AND HUMAN BEINGS WHICH WAS FIRST NARRATED IN THE

Book of GeNEsis 6:1+h. EVIDENTLY, THE UNITING OF THE ORDER OF

FLESH WITH THAT OF SPIRIT WAS CONSIDERED A SINFUL ACTION IN [TSELF.
BUT SIN ALSO APPEARS IN THE MULTIPLE REASONS PROPOSED FOR SUCH A
MARRIAGE. THESE INCLUDE LUST, PRIDE, ENVY, THE SUBJECTION OF THE
ANGELS TO THE POWER OF SATAN, AND THE VIOLATION OF GOD'S COMMANDMENTS.
THOSE WHO ENTERED INTO THIS SINFUL UNION HAD MANY NAMES BUT WERE
.MOST COMMONLY CALLED "WATCHERS." THEY BORE EVIL OFFSPRING TO DEVOUR
THE GOODS OF MEN AN& CAUSE THEM OTHER TRIBULATIONS. THE "waTcHERS"
ALSO IMPARTED UNLAWFUL AND WORTHLESS KNOWLEDGE THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE
OF HUMANITY WHICH IN TURN EFFECTED ALL MANNER OF EVIL.

SECOND, 1S THE TWO=FOLD THEORY WHICH FOUND THE SOURCE OF MAN's
SINFULNESS IN THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM AND EVE AS PROPOSED IN THE
NARRATIVE OF GENESIS 3. ONE IS BASED ON ANGELIC INFLUENCE WHICH
PERCEIVES THE CORRUPTION OF MANKIND CONSEQUENT TO THE SEDUCTION OF

Eve BY THE SERPENT OR SATAN., THE OTHER 15 BASED ON THE FACT THAT



ho

ADAM FIRST SINS BY MEANS OF A WiLFUL TRANSGRESSION AGAINST A

KNOWN DIVINE COMMAND, THUS, SIN WAS ATTRIBUTED TO ADAM BECAUSE OF
SATAN'S ENVY AND THE' SEDUCTION OF EVE, HIS OWN DISOBEDIENCE AGAINST
THE COMMANDMENT, AN EVIL DISPOSITION WITHIN HIS HEART, OR HIS NON—
REPENTANCE BEFORE THﬁ Lorbd. THE EFFECTS OR CONSEQUENCES oF ApaM's
FALL WERE PHYSICAL AMD PREMATURE DEATH, SPIRITUAL WEAKNESS, AND A
TOTAL CORRUPTION OF MATURE. How ADAM'S SiIN CAUSED SUCH DIRE EFFECTS
WAS A MATTER OF Two~é0LD SPECULATION. |T WAS PROPOSED THAT THE SIN
OF ADAM WAS ONE WHICH MEN ALSO COMMITTED FOR THEMSELVES BY IMITATION
AND THROUGH THIS INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY, MEN BROUGHT BOTH PHYSICAL
AND SPIRITUAL EVIL UPON THEMSELVES. THUS, ADAM'S TRANSGRESS!ON

WAS NOT HEREDITARY. BUT OTHERS FOUND IN ADAM'S SIN THE CAUSE OF AN
iNHERITED WEAKNESS. THERE WERE ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE IN ADAM, AT LEAST
IN SEED, THE WHOLE OF THE HUMAMN RACE SO THAT HIS FALL WAS THE FALL OF
ALL MEN. THAT IS, THROUGH PHYSICAL GENERATION MAN BEARS AN |NHERITED
INFIRMITY FROM THE FJRST TRANSGRESS I ON.

THE THIRD THEORY IS THAT WHICH INVOLVED THE RABBINICAL NOTION
oF THE "vETZER." THfs IDEA SOUGHT THE SOURCE OF HUMAN DEPRAVITY IN
THE "EVIL IMPULSE, IMAGINATION, OR DISPOSITION" AS FIRST TREATED IN
THE BOOK OF GENESIS 6:5 AND 8:21. 1T wAS EITHER A GIVEN DISPOSITION
OR SINFUL HABIT WHICH 1S INTRINSIC TO MAN. SOMETIMES IT WAS TRACED
BACK TO (0D AND SOMETIMES 1T WAS THE RESULT OF A HEREDITARY COMN-—

H

DITIOM, BROUGHT ABOUT BY EITHER THE FALL OF THE "wATCHERs" oF THE

FALL OF ADAM AND EvE. BUT THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THIS EV!IL IMPULSE,



THE "YETZER," WAS OFFERED AS A CAUSE WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT THE
WRETCHEDNESS IM WHICH MAN FINDS HIMSELF. |F GoD MADE THE "veTzer",
HE ALONE WAS DEEMED THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. BUT IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT
Goo MADE Two "YETZERS" THAT FOUGHT A FIERCE BATTLE WITHIN MAN, URGING
HIM TO BOTH EVIL AND GOOD ENDS. MoRE OF TEN, HOWEVER, MAN WAS DEEMED
RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTROLLING HIS "EviL TENDENCY." IN EFFECT, THE
"yeTZER" WAS A GOOD GR NEUTRAL POWER THAT NEEDED DIRECTION. VARIOUS
MEANS WERE PROPOSED FOR THIS PURPOSE. THE MOST COMMON OF THESE MEANS
WAS THE LAW OR TORAH. LOVE, KINDNESS, THE CONTEMPLATION OF DEATH,
REPENTANCE, AND ASCETICAL PRACTICES WERE ALL GIVEN AS POSSIBILITIES
To SUBDUE THE "YETZER." HOWEVER, THE EVIL INCLINATION OFTEN RE-
BELLED AND WAS THE SOURCE OF ALL SIN. MoREOVER, THE "yeTzER" couLD
BE INFLUENCED BY MALEVOLENT SPIRITS WHO WERE CAPABLE OF PRODUCINMG

THE EVIL EFFECTS OF UMRIGHTEOUSNESS, DEATH, SIN, AND CORRUPTION OF

THE FLESH.
CHANGING SPECULATIONS ON THE CAUSE OF EVIL

JUDAISM, THEN, POSSESSED THREE PROMINENT EXPLANATIONS CON=
CERNING THE CAUSE OF MAN'S SINFULNESS. ALSO, IT APPEARS THAT THESE
SPECULATIONS UNDERWENT A GRADUAL CHANGE FROM THE EARLIEST WRITINGS
UNTIL THE LATEST. THAT 1S, THE PROBABLE CAUSES OF MAN'S SINFULNESS
CONCEPTUALLY MOVED FROM THE "WATCHERS" TO ADAM AND EVE, AND THEN TO

AN INCORPORATION OF THE RaBBINIcaL "YETZER" wiTH THE ADAMIC-FALL.
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THE ATTEMPT TQ EXPLAIN UNIVERSAL EVIL BY AN EXEGESIS OF
GenEsls 6:1-L was THE WORK OF THE EARLIEST SPECULATIONS. BUT THE
"WwATCHER" THEORY, WHICH CAME FROM SUCH AN EXEGESIS, PROVED IN-
ADEQUATE FOR THE TASK BECAUSE OF TWO REASONS. THAT 1S, THE "wATcHERS"

‘ : 1.
WERE INITIALLY INTRODUCED ONLY TO EXPLAIN EVIL BEFORE THE FLOOD AND
WHEN THEY ALL PERISHEb, DIFFICULTIES AROSE IN USING THE "WATCHERS"

! 2
TO EXPLAIN LATER WICKEDNESS. THUS, WRITERS WERE FORCED TO ANOTHER
ANSWER FOR THE PROBLEM. THEY CONCENTRATED THEiR EFFORTS ON ADAM'S
FALL IN THE PARADISE-~NARRATIVE OF GENESIS 3. THIS NEW EMPHASIS
CAUSED THE ADAM STORY TO GROW IN SIGNIFICANCE AS THE "wATCHER"
LEGEND DIMINISHED AND;RECEEDED INTO THE BACKGROUND., THE FALLEN
ANGELS BECAME THE SOLE CAUSE FOR THE DELUGE AND A PARTIAL EXPLANATION
FOR THE SIN OF PARADISE. ADAM BECAME THE EXPLANATION FOR EVIL SINCE
THE FLOOD,

THIS DEVELOPMENT WAS A GRADUAL PROCESS. FROM 1 ENOCH TO
3 EZRA BOTH THEORIES WERE INTERWOVEN WITH TRACES OF TWO DIVERSE
IDEAS CONCERMING THE MANMNER OF SIN'S PROPOGATION. THESE DIVERSE
NOTIONS WERE THAT OF [MITATION AND HEREDITY. [N 1 ENOCH THE

LEGEND OF THE "wATCHERS" IS USED TO ACCOUNT FOR THE CAUSE OF

WIiDESPREAD CORRUPTION 'AND THE ADAM STORY IS IGMORED AS A KEY 70O

1
TENNANT, oP. qIT., P. 238.

2

WiLLiamMs, oP. CIT., P. 85.
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THE PROBLEM OF EVIL.j But iN THE "TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE
PATRIARCHS," THE "WATCHERS" ARE NOT MADE THE BASIS FOR ANY GENERAL
PROBLEM OF SIN. AND THE BOOK OF JUBILEES ONLY USES THE "WATCHERS"
STORY TO EXPLAIN DEGENERANCY WHICH EVOKED THE DELUGE. JUBILEES,
THEN, TURNS TO THE PARADISE-~NARRATIVE FOR AN EXPLANATION OF EVIL
EXISTING IN THE WORLb AT THAT TIME. THE B0OOKS OF ADAM AND EVE
APPEAR TO FUSE THE PARADISE~NARRATIVE AND THE "WATCHER" LEGEND

WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT A CONFUSION OF THE TWO TOTALLY DISTINCT BIBLICAL
STORIES., THUS, WHEN THE PARADISE~NARRATIVE BEGAN TO BE USED IN
TERMS OF A UNIVERSAL FALL, THE SERPENT IN THE STORY BECAME iDENTIFIED
WITH SATAN, BETRAYING THE PREVIOUS ANGELIC FALL INFLUENCE ON THE
LATER SPECULATION, BUT THE LEGEND OF THE "WATCHERS" WAS ALMOST
ECLIPSED BY THE TIME '0F 2 BARUCH WHICH MERELY ALLUDES TO THEM.

WHILE, FINALLY, IN U Fzra THE "WATCHERS" VANISH ALTOGETHER.
FUSION OF THE ADAMIC“FALL AND "YETZER" THEORIES

JubaisM, IN THE TIME OF 4 EzrRA, SOUGHT THE CAUSE OF SIN AND
I
WICKEDNESS IN BOTH THE THEORIES OF THE "YETZER" AND THE FALL OF THE

FIRST TWO PARENTS. THE LATTER WAS A HAZY THEORY OF SOME PRIMITIVE

MORAL CATASTROPHE WiTH A TYPE OF PHYSICAL HEREDITARY CORRUPTION

3

2 ENOCH EXPLICITLY USES THE "WATCHERS! ONLY AS THE CAUSE FOR
THE DELUGE. THE DATING OF THE MATERIAL IN THIS PIECE OF LJTERATURE
MAKES I T IMPOSSIBLE F@R A STRONG ARGUMENT TO BE BASED ON AMYTHING
STATED IN THE BOOK.
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FLOWING FROM 1T. THE FORMER WAS A DOCTRINE OF AN EVIL IMPULSE
PLANTED BY GOD IN EVERY HUMAN SOUL, SEPARATELY AND INDIVIDUALLY,
CAUSING ALL EARTHLY CORRUPTION. BUT THERE WERE OBYIOUS ATTEMPTS
IN JUDAISM DURING 200 B.C. AnND A.D. 100 7o SYNTHESIZE THE TWO
THEORIES. EFFORTS WERE MADE BY THOSE WHO STRESSED THE "YETZER"
THEORY TO INCORPORA%E INTO THEIR SYSTEM THE FALL DOCTRINE OF ADAM
AND EVE. LIKEWISE, THERE WERE MORE OBVIOUS LEANINGS OF THE FALL
THEORY TOWARD THE DOCTRINE OF THE "YETZER" WHICH IS CONTAINED IN
BOTH 2 BarucH anD 4 Ezra.

2 BARUCH ADMI{S THAT ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION WAS THE STARTING
POINT IN A LONG SERIES OF EXTERNAL AND MATERIAL DISASTERS, PARTICULARLY
IN THE PREMATURE OCCURRENCE OF DEATH. THESE IDEAS ARE WELL SUB-
STANTIATED IN CHAPTéRs 48:42-43 anp 56:5-6 WHERE IT IS STATED THAT,
"WHEN HE TRANSGRESSED UNTIMELY DEATH CAME INTOo BEING." ALso, IN
"CONNECTION WITH THE STORY OF THE "LUSTFUL ANGELS," 56:10, THE AUTHOR
oF 2 BARUCH GIVES FURTHER TREATMENT CONCERNING THE EVILS THAT
RESULTED THROUGH ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION. THERE 1S NO OBVIOUS ATTEMPT
TO UTILIZE THE IDEA OF THE "YETZER" IN THESE PASSAGES UNLESS THE
"PASSIONS OF PARENTS" WHICH WAS PRODUCED IN 56:6 woULD BE UNDERSTOOD
AS THE EQUIVALENT OF THE "YETZER." BUT THE FREEDOM GRANTED MAN IN
IMITATING ADAM'S SIN, WHICH 1S CONTAINED IN 54:15, 1S VERY NEAR THE

DOCTRINE PROFESSED 8Y THE RABBI!S:
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FOR THOUGH ADAM FIRST SINNED AND BROUGHT UNTIMELY
DEATH UPON ALL, YET THOSE WHO WERE BORN FROM HiM,
EACH ONE OF THEM HAS PREPARED FOR HIS OWN SOUL
TORMENT TO COME, AND AGAIN EACH ONE HAS CHOSEN FOR

HIMSELF GLORIES TO COME...

THUS, ADaM's SIN ONLY INTRODUCED PREMATURE DEATH AND IN NO WAY
‘ 4
AFFECTED HIS DESCENDANTS FREEDOM OF CHOICE.

THE AUTHOR OF Y EZRA ACCEPTS THE RABBINICAL DOCTRINE OF
THE "veTZER" AND ALSO MAINTAINS THAT AFTER THE "rFALL,” THE "EviL
TENDENCY" was PASSEDEON TO THE HUMAN RACE. HERE, DEFINITELY 1S
A FUSION OF THE "YETZER" WITH THE ADAM=THEORY. THAT 1S, AT THE
MOMENT OF ADAM'S CREATION, THE "YETZER' WAS PLANTED IN HIS HEART
AND, THEN, BECAME FIXED AND HABITUAL BECAUSE OF THE FALL. ALSO,

THE "YETZER' 1S HEREDITARY IN THE HUMAN RACE AND IS COMMUNICATED

FROM ADAM TO HIS POSﬂERlTY BY PHYSICAL PROPOGATION,. FOUR PASSAGES
MOST OSTENSIBLY CONTNINING THESE THOUGHTS SHOULD BE NOTED:

FOR THE FIRST /ADAM, CLOTHING HIMSELF WiTH THE EVIL
HEART, TRANSGHESSED ANDC WAS OVERCOME; AMD LIKEWISE
ALSO ALL WHO MERE BORN OF HIM. THUS THE INFIRMITY
BECAME INVETE@ATE; THE LAW INDEED WAS N THE HEART
OF THE PEOPLE, BUT (IN CONJUNCTlON) WITH THE EVIL
GERM; SO WHATEWAS GOOD DEPARTED, AND THE EVIL
REMAINED. ..

FOR A GRAIN OF EVIL SEED WAS SOWN N THE HEART OF
ApaM FROM THE [BEGINNING AMND HOW MUCH FRUIT OF UM«
GODLINESS HAS 1T PRODUCED UNTO THIS TIME, AND _SHALL
YET PRODUCE UNTIL THE THRESHIMG-FLOOR COME,..

i

THIS OPINION IOF 2 BARUCH APPEARS TO BE AM ATTACK UPON AND
REPUDIATION OF THE FALL~THEORY AS PROPOSED IN b Fzra. AT LEAST THIS
TEACHING OF 2 BARUCH 1S CONTROVERTED IN 4 EzRA.

6
%Y £zan 3:21-23. b £zra 4:30.



THEN SAID HE UNTO ME: EVEN SO, ALSO, IS }SRAEL'S
PORTION? FOR T WAS FOR THEIR SAKES | MADE THE
WORLD; BUT WHEN ADAM TRANSGRESSED MY STATUTES,
THEM WHICH HAQ BEEN MADE WAS JUDGED, AND THEN THE
WAYS OF THIS WORLD BECAME NARROW AND SORROWFUL
AND PAINFUL AND FULL OF PERILS COUPLED WITH GREAT
TOILS...7

AND | ANSWERED AND SAID: THIS IS MY FIRST AND LAST
WORD; BETTER HAD IT BEEN THAT THE EARTH HAD NOT
PRODUCED ADAM, OR ELSE, HAVING ONCE PRODUCED HIM,
(FOR THESE) TO HAVE RESTRAINED HIM FROM SINNING.

For HOW DOES IT PROFIT US ALL THAT IN THE PRESENT
WE MUST LIVE I[N GRIEF AND AFTER DEATH LOOK FOR

PUNTSHMENT? O THOU ADAM, WHAT HAST THOU DONE!

FOR THOUGH IT WAS THOU THAT SINNED, THE FALL WAS

NOT THINE ALowg, BUT OURS ALSO WHO ARE THY

DESCENDANTS. ..

THE FIRST TWO PASSAGES CLEARLY STATE THAT THE "yeTzER"
1s THE "EviL HEART" aAND THE "GRAIN o% EviL sgep.” THIS 1s THE
STARTING POINT FROM WHICH THE WORLD BECAME PAINFUL AND SORROWFUL
AS STATED IN PASSAGE fHREE. THERE 1S NO MENTION N THE THIRD
PASSAGE CONCERNING TH& TRANSMISSION OF SIN., RATHER, IT 1S STATED
THAT ADAM'S SIN WAS MERELY THE FIRST IN A LONG LINE OF EVILS.
HowEVER, THE FIRST Amb LAST PASSAGE [MPLIES THE TRANSMISSION OF
SIN FROM ADAM TO HIS bESCEMDANTs.

ALTHOUGH ATTEMPTS WERE MADE ON THE PART OF SOME TO

1

AMALGAMATE THE "YETZER" AND "FALL-THEORIES," THE COMPLEX ORGANIC
FUSION OF SUCH NEVER ACHIEVED ITS FULLNESS IN JupaisM., THE onLY

WORK WHICH APPROXIMATES A COMPLETE FUSION OF THE YYETZER" WITH THE

"FALL" DOCTRINE CULMINATES IN THE EFFORTS OF U} EzRA.

7 8
L Ezra T7:11-12. 4 Ezra 7:116-118.
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