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CHAPTER I

'I NTRODUCT I ON AND PURPOSE

EVIL IS A WID~LY ACCEPTED PHENOMENON IN THE UNIVERSE. IT

SPRINGS FROM A SOUR~E WHICH MAN IS UNABLE TO EXPLAIN ADEQUATELY.

YET, ATTEMPTS TO UNpERSTAND THE NATURE AND SOURCE OF EVIL HAVE

CAPTURED THE MINDS pF MEN IN ALMOST EVERY AGE. DURING THE LATE

JEvllSH PERIOD, MANyi EXPLANATIONS OF EVIL WERE CONCEIVED. THESE

WERE PASSED ON TO L~TER GENERATIONS BY BOTH ORAL AND WRITTEN
I

TRADITION. THE PUR~OSE OF THIS PAPER IS TO EXAMINE THAT PART OF THE

TRADITION WHICH TRE~TS THE SUBJECT OF EVIL AND ITS CAUSES. THE
i

LATE JEWISH LITERAT~RE UNDER CONSIDERATION CONSISTS IN THE
1

RABBINICAL AND NON-CANONICAL WRITINGS WHICH, FOR THE GREATER

PART, WERE COMPOSED BETWEEN THE YEARS 200 B.C. AND 100 A.D.

1
THE VARIOUS $OURCES FOR QUOTED MATERIAL CAN BE DIVIDED AS

FOLLOWS: PSEUDEPIG~APHA; R. H. CHARLES, THE ApOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA
OF THE OLD TESTM.IENr (OXFORD: CLARENDON PRESS, 1913) vo~ll. OLD
----- I
TESTAMENT AND ApOCRYPHA; HERBERT G. MAY AND BRUCE M. METZGER (EDS.),
THE OXFORD ANNOTATEb BIBLE WITH THE ApOCRYPHA (NEW YORK: OXFORD UNiV.
PRES'S;"1965). THE DOCUMENTS OF QUMRAN; THEODORE H. GASTER, THE DEAD·
SEA SCR I PTURES (NE\"J i YORl~: ANCHOR Bool~s, 1961~) AND A. DUPONT-SOi'olMER"
THE ESSENE\'!RI'TINGS:FRO~~ QUMRAN (OXFORD.~ BASIL BLAC}\\·/ELL, 1961).
-- I--

THOUGHTS FROM RABBINICAL WRITINGS WHICH APPEAR IN THIS PAPER ARE
DEPENDENT UPON SECO~DARY SOURCES. SEE FOLLOWING NOTE.



DATES OF COMPOSITION

IN THE CONCLWSION OF THIS PAPER, THERE WILL BE AN ATTEMPT

TO DELINEATE A THEMATIC EVOLUTION CONCERNING THE NOTION OF EVIL

AND ITS CAUSE. DATiNG OF COMPOSITION IS A NECESSARY FACTOR BECAUSE

THIS THEMATIC DEVELOPMENT INVOLVES A STUDY OF WRITINGS WHI~H ARE

BOTH EARLY AND LATE~ YET, THE DATING OF COMPOSITION IS NOT OF

,

PRIME IMPORTANCE BEdAUSE THIS PAPER IS NOT MAKING A DETAILED STUDY
I

OF LIT ERA RY DEPEN DHi CE. Mo REO VER) I NAN Y RIC H RELI GIOU S CULTURE,

THERE IS AN ORAL TR4DITION WHICH PREVAILS FROM AN EARLIER PERIOD

THAN THAT OF THE WRIITTEN TRADITION. THE BEGINNING OF THE ORAL

TRADITION IS ~'10ST DIIFFICULT TO DETERMINE AND SCHOLARS DISAGREE ON

THE EXACT DATING OF THE WRITTEN TRADITION. THEREFORE, THE DATES

GIVEN FOR DIVERSE DOCUMENTS FROM DIFFERENT CENTURIES ARE IN NO WAY

PRECISE BUT ARE APPROXIMATE DATES FOR ACTUAL COMPOSITION,

THE USE OF R~88INIC MATERIAL IN THIS PAPER IS VALID ONLY

IN SO FAR AS RELIAB~E SOURCES WERE USED TO DATE THIS LITERATURE
2

2

IN THAT PERIOD WHICH IS UNDER INVESTIGATION. EXCEPT FOR THE

2
G. F. MOORE,! JUDAIS~'I, 3 VOLS. (CAMBRIDGE: HARVARD UNIV.

PRESS, 1962); HERBE~T DANBY;" T'i.~ Mlsli.~0..1i. (LONDON: OXFORD UNIV; PRESS,
1962); VI. D. DAVIES), PAUL AND RA8BINIC JUDAISM (LONDON: ASCK, 19"55);
Ross I N SCROGGS, THf. lLAST AD_~li (PH i LADF.LPf.i1-';:-FoRTRESS PRESS) 196b);
F. R. TENNANT, THE_lLA.!::-\:_~!2.._0R~~_~~ (CAiVI8RIDGE: UNIVERSITY
PRESS, 1903); N. P. IV/ILLJAi'lS) l..'i~J-'2.~~?..9.£.. THE L~!:"L ~l..i?_()l:-_ORIGINAL
~t:i. (NO! Yo RK: LON GjvjM,I' S GRE EN CO., 1927).



3
QUMRAN MATERIAL, THE REMAINDER OF THE LITERATURE IS DATED

,

ACCORDING TO AUTHORilTIES \'/HO HAVE CAREFULLY EXAMINED THIS MATERIAL.

WHERE THERE ARE CONFLICTING VIEWS BETWEEN AUTHORITIES, BOTH

POSSIBLE DATES AND PROBABLE DATES OF COMPOSITION WILL BE INDICATED

BY PLACING THE POSSIBLE DATES IN THE NOTES AND THE MORE PROBABLE

DATES IN THE FOLLOW~NG TABLE.

3
THE QUMRAN M~TERIAL WHICH IS OF IMPORTANCE IN THIS PAPER

CONSISTS IN THE FOL~OWING: THE MANUAL OF DISCIPLINE (1 QS), THE
THAN1(SGIVING PSAU.1S I (1 QH), THE \'JAR SCROLL- (1 0~~), THE DAMASC~
DOCU1':iENT (CD), AND THE GENESISApOCR-YPHON (1 0 Apoc. ).-,-

4
R. H. CHARLE$, THE ApOCRYPHA !-ND PSEUDEP I GRAPHA 2f-.. Jl!£

OLD TESTM'lENT (OXFOfRD: CLARENDON PRESS) 1913). 2 VOLS.; THESE
TW'O VOLU~'lES ARE EDitED BY CHARLES IN CONJUNCTION \vITH MANY SCHOLARS
WHO ARE LiSTED IN T~E TABLE OF CONTENTS OTTO EISSFELDT, THE OLD
TESTM~ENT (NEW YORld HARPER AND Row, PUBL I SHERS, 1965). H~.-­
RoWLEY, THE ZADOKITd FRAGMENTS AND THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS (OXFORD:
BASIL BLACKWELL) 195"2); THE RELm~jct--oF"APACALYPTIC (LONDON.:
LUTTl:..RvJORTH PFiESS, iI963); R. H. PFEIFFER, HIST~.2.!:.. N~ TEST/\>'lENT
TIMES (NEW YORK: HA~PER & Row, PUBLISHERS, 1949).

3

4
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DATES OF COMPOSITION

GENERAL PERIOD FfROBABLE I)ATES·

200 - 63 8.C. dA.
dA.

iqA.
CA.
CA.

190 s·c. - SIRACH
170 B.C. - 1 ENOCH
100 B.C. - JUBILEES 5
100 B.C. - WISDOM OF SOLOMON6
100 B.C. - QUMRAN MATERIALS

I. - 1 QS
I I. - 1 QH

I I I. - 1 Qlvl
IV. - CD
v. - 1 Q APoc

63 B.C. - 70 A.D.

~OO B.C. - 70 A.D. - TESTAMENTS
7

0F THE TWELVE
PATRIARCHS

8
)0 B.C. - 70 A.D. - 3 MACCABEES

~O B.C. - 70 A.D. - BOOKS OF ADAM AND EVE

GA. 70 A.D. - 4 EZRA
iqA. 100 A.D. - PIRKE ABOTH
~OO - 130 A.D. - 2 BARUCH
ciA. 130 A.D. - 3 8ARUCH q
10 - 700 A.D. - 2 ENOCH;

5
CHA.RLES (OP. i~--~') VOL. 1) P. 521.) DATES THIS \·fORK BEHfEEN

50 B.C. AND 10 A.D.
6

EISSFELDT (or. CIT., PP. 6l1.2-6)~l+) ASSERTS THAT THE QU~1RAN
DOCUMENTS (I - IV) C~)rHAlr~J- MATERIAL Io/HICI·" \<lAS COMPOSED OEn.fEEN 130 B.C.
AND 70 A.D. THE DAT~S FOR THESE WORKS ARE NARROWED TO CA. 100 B.C. BY
JOSEPH A. FITZMEYER, s.J., It THE ARAiY1AIC 'ELECT OF Goo' Ton FROf·1
OUIY1RAN CAVE IV," e80'1 VOL. 27, 1965, PP. 31f8-72 AND RAYMOND E. BROI'IN)
SS') "J. STARCKY'S T~EORY OF QUMRAN MESSIANIC DEVELOPMENT," CBQ, VOL.
28, 1966, PP. 5L-57. 1 Q Apoc WAS WRITTEN CA. 100 B.C. ACCORDING TO
A. DUPONT-SOMMER, TH~ ESSENE WRITINGS FROM QUMRAN (OXFORD: BASIL
BLAC1<v'ELL, 1961), -p:-ri8r~-CF·.-·E:Y-~··-K~.JTSCHER~--ilDATING THE lANGUAGE
OF THE GnlESIS ApOCRFOI\f", J8l, lXXVi, (1957); PP. 288-292.

7
CHARLES (~., .£.12,., PP. 289-290) DATES THE "TESTM,lEiHS" BET'tJEEN

109 AND 107 B.C.
8

3 ~1ACCA8EES WAS v/RITTEN CA. 100 B.C. CHARLES, OP . .£.!.2..; VOL. 1,
PP. 156-·159.

9
THE COMPOSIT~ON OF 2 ENOCH IS SET BETWEEN 1 AND 100 A.D. ACCORDING

TO CHARLES C.9~~') PP. lf29-1l30 ). EISSEFELDT (.9..1:.' oS...!.!.., PP. 622-623)
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" I

HISTORICAL BAICKGROUND AND THE METHOD OF PROCEDURE

IN EARLY OLD ~ESTAMENT TIMES, EVIL WAS CONCEIVED AS SOMETHING

MERE~Y CONCERNED WlrH ACTION. THAT IS, EVIL WAS VIEWED IN A QUASI-

PHYS I CAL SENSE; Nor ETH I CAL, MORAL, OR SINFUL. I T VIAS THAT \.JH I CH

ROSE WITH MATERIAL SUBSTANCES IN THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD OR IN A

FAULTY ORGANIC PROC~SS SUCH AS THOSE IN THE GENERATION OF BIRTH

AND DEATH. DEUTERO~OMY SPEAKS OF HAPPINESS AS THE REWARD OF VIRTUE

10

AND SUFFERING AS THE "PUNISHMENT OF SIN." THE PROPHETS FIRST

CONCEIVED AND SPOKE' OF A CAUS"~L RELATION BEn-IEEN SIN AND "SUFFERING

11
IN ·LIFE." THIS R~LATIONSHiP IS EVIDENT IN DEUTER-lsAIAH VlHO

12

ATTRIBUTES EVIL DIRtCTLY TO GOD IN HIS DIVINE PLAN OF RETRIBUTION.
,

IN LATER OLD tESTAMENT BOOKS THERE WAS A GROVIING AFFIRMATiON

THAT SIN VIAS UNIVER$AL WHICH TROUBLED THE MINDS OF SOME ISRAELITES.

JOB IS KNOWN TO HAV~ QUESTIONED DEUTERONOMY AND THE PRINCIPLE OF

DIVINE RETRIBUTION. HE SAW SUFFERING LEVIED AGAINST ALL; WHETHER

THEY WERE VIRTUOUS OR NOT. THIS NOT ONLY DENIED THE PRINCIPLE OF

DATES THIS PRESENT ~IORK CA. 700 A.D., ALTHOUGH AN ORIGINAL WORK WAS

PROBABLY COMPOSED B~FORE 70 A.D.

10
DEUT. 5:9F.~ 7:9-11; 11 :26-30; 2~:1-29:28. ALSO, CF. GERHARD

VON ROD, OLD TESTAHf.NT THEOLOGY, VOL. 1 (Nnl YORf<: HARPER & Row,

PUBLISHER~1962), pp.262-272; PIET SCHOO~~EN6ERG; S.J., HAN_~2.!.l:!..
(NOTRE DM-1E, INDIANf<: UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DM-1E PRESS; '965), pp.1.~7-62.

11
Is. 11~:20-2'; lW:2; 50:1; JER. 3:21[.-25; 7:12; 9:13F.; 11:3;

11~:16-20; 16:11-12; 22:22; 31:29-30; 32:17-1(5; EZEl<. 1~:2,lf,20;

25:1 11.; At·IOS 1 :3-2:5~

12
YET THE RELATiON BETWEEN SIN AND SUFFERING IS SOMEWHAT

STRAINED IN CHAPTER'40:2, BECAUSE MEN SUFFER FAR MORE THAN THAT WHICH

SIN DICTATES.



DIVINE RETRIBUTION ~UT SAID GOD WAS NOT THE SOURCE OF EVIL.

MOREOVER, PSALM 51 ~CKNOv/LEDGED THAT SIN AND EVIL WERE CONCEIVED

AS SOMETHING CONTAI~ED IN NATURE, "IN SIN MY MOTHER CONCEIVED ME."

13
THUS, CREDENCE SHoulD BE GIVEN TO THE WORK OF W. D. DAVIES, WHO

r~AINTAINS THAT REFLECTION AND SELF ANALYSIS AT THIS TIME GAVE THE

HEBREW PEOPLE A CONtEPT OF INNATE SINFULNESS, OF A TENDENCY TOWARD

EVIL WHICH WAS DEEP~Y ROOTED IN HUMAN NATURE. SUCH A CONCEPT

REQUIRED AN EXPLANAtiON OF HOW NATURE CAME TO POSSESS THIS EVIL.

IT WAS EITHER FROM $OD, WILLED BY MAN, OR FROM SOME OTHER SOURCE.

THE PROBLEM THEN, R~VOLVED AROUND THE NOTION OF UNIVERSAL EVIL, AS
11~

EXPRESSED IN 4 EZRAj AND VARIOUS ATTEMPTS TO FIND THE SOURCE OF

THAT EVIL.

THE LITERATUR¢ IN THE LATE JEWISH PERIOD SUGGESTS SEVERAL

EXPLANATIONS FOR TH~ CAUSE OF MAN'S SINFULNESS. SUCH EXPLANATIONS

'CAN BE CONSIDERED U~DER THREE BASIC THEORIES, NAMELY, THAT OF THE

"WATCHERS", OF ADM'I'AND EVE, AND OF THE "YETZER HARA II
• THIS PAPER

WILL DEAL INDIVIDUA~lY WITH EACH OF THESE THEORIES IN THE FOLLOWING

CHAPTERS. FIRST, It \·/IlL TREAT THE THEORY OF THE '\vATCHERS it BY

IDENTIFYING THEM, GIVING REASONS FOR THEIR FALL, AND SHO\vING THEM

AS THE CAUSE OF ALL EVIL. THEN WILL FOLLOW A DISCUSSION ON THE

13
DAVIES, OP. CIL, pp.41f-:)+5.

14
~ EZRA 3:35+36; 7:6~.

6
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NATURE OF THIS EVI~ AND HOW IT IS IMPOSED UPON MANKIND. FINALLY,

PROBLEMS RISING FR~M THE CONNECTION OF THE "WATCHERS" WiTH THE

"DELUGE" WILL LEAD ITHE INVESTiGATION INTO THE SECOND BASIC THEORY,

THE "FALL-THEORY O~ ADAM AND EVE II
• AN EXAMINATiON OF THE LITERATURE

WiLL REVEAL THIS THEORY CONTAINS A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT NOTION

CONCERNING THE SOU~CE OF MAN'S WICKEDNESS. IT WILL SHOW HOW THE

.ADAMiC-FALL THEORY WAS INFLUENCED BY THE ANGEL THEORY OF EVIL.

VARIOUS CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF ADAM'S FALL) AND THE MANNER IN

WHICH THESE CONSEQ0ENCES ARE TRANSMITTED TO MANKiND WILL ALSO BE

EXAMINED. THEN} THE PAPER WILL TURN ITS ATTENTION TO THE THIRD BASIC

THEORY, THAT OF TH~ RABBINIC "YETZER", IT \-IILL TREAT THE CAUSE OF

THE "YETZER"} ITS RELATiON TO EVIL} ~.ND HS EVIL EFFECTS. FINALLY,

IN THE CONCLUSION dF THIS PAPER THERE WILL BE A SUMMARY OF THESE

THREE BASIC THEORI8S} A BRIEF ATTEMPT TO SHOW HOW THESE THEORIES

MODIFIED EACH OTHER, AND HOW THE WORK OF 4 EZRA CULMINATED IN A

FUSION OF THE ADAM fALL THEORY WITH THE RABBINIC NOTION OF THE



CHAPTER II

EV I ~ TRACED TO THE ll\;lATCHERS tI

IN LATE JEWISH LITERATURE, THE FIRST SPECULATION ABOUT THE

CAUSE OF EVIL IN THt WORLD IS BASED UPON THE MYSTERIOUS LEGEND OF
I

ANGELS WHICH IS ~OU~D IN THE ACCOUNT OF GENESIS 6:1-4:

WHEN MEN BEGAN TO MULTIPLY ON THE FACE OF THE GROUND, AND
DAUGHTERS WEtE BORN TO THEM, THE SONS OF GOD SAW THAT
THEDAUGHTER+ OF M~N WERE FAIR; AND THEY TOOK TO WIFE
SUCH OF THEM 'AS THEY CHOSE. THEN THE LORD SAID, liMy

SPIRIT SHALLiNOT ABIDE IN MAN FOREVER, FOR HE IS FLESH,
BUT HIS DAYSiSHALL BE A HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS". THE

·NEPHILIM WER~ ON THE EARTH IN THOSE DAYS, AND ALSO
AFTERWARDS, ~HEN THE SONS OF GOD CAME INTO THE DAUGHTERS
OF MEN, AND THEY f::'ORE CH I LOREN TO THEfvl. THESE WERE THE
MIGHTY MEN T~AT WERE OF OLD, THE MEN OF RENOWN.

'DENll F , CAT I ON OF THE ll\:JA TCHERS 11

THE NEPH I LIM 'BECAME KNO\·/N AS llWATCHERSll BECAUSE THEY "/ERE
1

'ORIGINALLY THE ll HOLY ANGELS I:JHO vlATCH ll AND l\/HO SLEEP NOT ABOVE IN
2

THESE ANGELS OR t1"JATCHERS tl POSSESSED

THE HEAVENS". INITIALLY,
, 3

HOLY, AND ETERNAL H~AVENll,

5
BENEFICENCE TO MAI~I\I!ND.

1
1 ENOCH 20:1.

2

THEY WERE ALL GOOD, RESIDING IN THE ll H1GH ,
4

ENJOYING LIBERTY, AND DEMONSTRATING

1 [NOCH 39:1,2-13; lfO:2; 61 :12; 71 :7.
3

1 ENOCH 15 :31-12.
If

2 BARUCH 56::10-16.
5

JUfJlLEES 4:':5.



LEADERSHIP UNDER TH~ DOMINANCE OF WHAT APPEARS AS A WHOLE HOST OF

6

9

ANGELS.

T~E FALL OF THE "WATCHERS"

BUT AT LEAST; TV/O HUNDRED OF THESE "WATCHER ANGELS" DESCENDED

UPON THE EARTH, ACC~RDING TO 1 ENOCH AND 2 BARUCH:

••• TWO HUNDRtD: WHO DESCENDED (IN THE DAYS) OF JARED
i

ON THE SUMMIT OF MOUNT HERMON .•• AND ALL ••• TOOK UNTO,

THEMSELVES WiVES ••• THEY BEGAN TO GO INTO THEM AND TO

DEFILE THEMS~LVES WITH THEM .•. 7

WHEREFORE HAtE YE LEFT THE HIGH, HOLY, AND ETERNAL 8

HEAVEN, AND ~AIN WITH WOMEN, AND DEFILED YOURSELVES •••

AND SOME OF tHEM DESCENDED AND MINGLED WITH THE

It/OivlEN.9

6·-----t-

9
2 BARUCH 56: 1O.6:6 ,- 7:1.

7
1 ENOCH

LiSTS OF NA~ES ARE FOUND IN 1 ENOCH 6:7-8; 8:1-3: 69:2-13.

2~T~~.!l:.J 2 !:NOCH 1$:3.: .:'2..~_"!:9!0_, 5.0..!~~~_~., DE~_!...~., 2 ENOCH 31 :4-6:
'SATIN, 1 ENOCH 54:6j (1fO:7 - PLURAL FORM); TEST. DA~! 5:6: 1 QH

"FR:LI:6; AGADOTH 8E~ESHITH 1.:-GEN.~q-.-51fD. DEVIL, APoC. tvios. CC.

16-17; VJISD. SOL. 2:2)L BEllAR, TEST. BOJJ.-b:f;- LEVI 18:12;

Iss. 7:7; DAN 5:1; ~EU8.~; LEVI 3:}; ZEB. 9:8; NAPH. 2:6;

JUI'lILEES 1 :20.; 15=33. fl.~~~ ZAD. FRAG. 6:9-10; 1 OS 1 :18, 22F;

1 O~~ 1 :5, 13-15; 13:9-12; 1 QH 2:22; 3:28-33; ZAO. 11:13--15;

5: 18; 8: 2 j 12: 2.: 2?_i~'_!...9.£. D,t:..~-"~'::!£.~?_' TE ST. LE V I 19; ,-10 s. 7: 20.

ANGEL OF [TERNITY, ~ QM 13:11; CD 16:5. ANGEL OF DARKNESS, 1 QS
~'- -- _._-.-._._- , ) _.- - ------
3:20. PRIN(:!:~_~S:VliL SPIRITS" CD !.).:5; 12:2; 1 OS 3: 23F • 2P1R!2.

OF" r!oUG~/IPERS). 'l(1Ll ?,:18. SPIRIT OF \r!IC"EDNESS, OF ERROR
-1-0H FR:-5:4-;-6:- ~rriERE .~ 5 A Ti'NDENCY-I'N- RAce I-N'-'CAL UTERA'TU'RE

TO IDENTIFY THE TIEVliL IHPULSE", S,l>T/.l.N, Af\ID THE t1,L\NGEL OF DEATH".

SAEiA BATHRA 1bA: SIF:RA lIHARE PEREf( 1~. "YETZlO:R
It

IS IDENTIFIED

\-11TH SAH.N, AGADOTH'BERESHITH 1; GEN: R. S)fD. ALSO, CF. NOTE

ON 1 ENOCH 69: h l CHf.(RLES}~. CI.I..'; P. 233.

8
1 ENOCH 15:3.



IN SO DOING, THE "WATCHERS" DEFILED THEMSELVES AND MANKIND

BY 0NITING THE NATU~E OF SPIRIT WITH THAT OF FLESH. ASSUMING MANY

FORMS, THESE HOLY A~GELS MIXED THESE ORDERS OF NATURE THROUGH

SEXUAL INTERCOURSE AND EFFECTED A CHANGE OR CORRUPTION OF A NATURE

THAT WAS PREVIOUSLY UNDEFILED,

AND THEY HAvt GONE TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN UPON THE
EARTH AND HA~E SLEPT WITH THE WOMEN, AND HAVE DEFILED
THEHSELVES ••• 10

••• WHO HAVE ~NITED THEMSELVES WITH WOMEN SO AS TO
HAVE DEFILED THEMSELVES WITH THEM IN ALL THEIR
UNCLEANESS ••.. 11

HERE STAND T~E ANGELS WHO HAVE CONNECTED THEHSELVES
WITH WOMEN; AND THEIR SPIRITS ASSUMING MANY DIFFERENT

. 12
FORMS ARE DE~ILING MANKIND ...

AND HAVE UNI~ED THEMSELVES WITH WOMEN AND COMMIT SIN
\-/ I TH TH01. •• 113

FOR THESE HAd BEGUN TO UNITE THEMSELVfiS SO AS TO BE
DEFILED WITH .THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN •.. 1.

IN LIKE MANN~R THE WATCHERS ALSO CHA~GED THE ORDER
OF THEIR NATURE \-/HOM THE LORD CURSED •.• 15

---- 1110
1 ENOCH 9:8>1. 1 ENOCH 10: 11 .

12 13
1 ENOCH 1q·'1-3 1 ENOCH 106: 14...... ' .

11+ 15
JUBILEES 11· :22. TEST. NAPH. 3:5·

10



REASONS FOR THE FALL
11

FOR VARIOUS REASONS THESE DIVINE BEINGS ENTERED INTO AN

UNHOLY UNION vllTH HL)iv1ANITY. LUST ON THE P'ART OF THE "WATCHERS"

APPEARS TO BE THE MOST PLAUSIBLE ANSWER IN THE ETHIOPIC BOOK OF

ENOCH, JUBILEES, ANd THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT OF QUMRAN:

AND THE ANGE~S OF GOD SAW THEM ON A CERTAIN YEAR gF THIS
JUBilEE, AND ,THEY \JERE BEAUTIFUL TO LOOK UPON .. ,1

AND THE ANGEUSt THE CHiLDREN OF HEAVEN, SAW AND LUSTED
AFTEr~ THEt>1. .• :1

AND THAT YOU :MAY NOT BE DRAviN BY THE THOUGHTS OF THE
GUILTY INCLINATION AND BY LUSTFUL EYES. FOR MANY WENT
ASTRAY BECAUslE OF T~I S ••. THE "HATCHERS" OF HEAVEN FELL
BECAUSE OF T~IS . •• 1

ANOTHER THEORY, HO'lfEiVER, MAINTAINED THAT THE "O.A.UGHTERS OF r~EN"

vI ERE f' ESP 0 NSIB LE FOR! THE FA Ll 0 F THE Il vI A TCHER S" SIN CE THE Y PLOT TED

THE SEDUCT I ON OF THE: HOLY ANGELS:

FOR EVIL ARE ~OMEN ..• THEY USE WILES BY OUTHARD ATTRACTIONS
... AND I N THEil F~ HEART THEY PLOT AGA I NST MEN; AND BY ivlEANS
OF ADORNMENT THEY DECEIVE FIRST THEIR MINDS (OF MEN), AND
BY THE GLANCE: OF THE EYE I NST I L PO I SON, AND THEN THROUGH
THE ACCOMPLISHED ACT THEY TAKE THEM CAPTIVE ••• FoR THUS
THEY ALLURED :THE """.ATCHERS" WHO '·JERE BEFORE THE FLOOD.,.
THEY LUSTED AFTER THEM AND THEY CONCEIVED THE ACT IN
THEIR r-..11 ND ... '19

YET, THE .ETHIOPIC BOOK OF ENOCH INDICATES THAT THE WOMEN "BECAME
20

SIRENS" ONLY AFTER TI-lEY ARE LED ASTRf,Y BY THE '\IATCHERS TI
•

17
1 ENOCH 6:2.JUGt LEES 5:n.

18
CD 2:16-18; ALSO, 2 ENOCH 18:4 (THIS MATERIAL COULD BE VERY

AND NOT APPlICA$LE); "THREE OF THEM \-/ENT DO\'!N (TO EARTH) ... ANO
THE DAUGHTERS OFi MEN. HOW GOOD THEY ARE~

19 20
TEST. REUB. 5:1-6. 1 ENOCH'18:2.

---fb-------
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OTHER REASONS PROPOSED FOR THE FALL OF THE ANGELS ARE DEVELOPED

WITH LESS 8ANALITY ~ND MORE SOPHISTICATION. ONE THE~RY, WITH COMMON
21

ELEMENTS TO 80TH THt PARADISE-NARRATIVE OF GENESIS 3 AND THE

ANGEL LEGEND OF GEN!tSI S 6, TEACHES THAT THE "WfJ.TCHERS" WERE SU8JECT
22

TO THE EVIL SUPERNATURAL LEADERSHIP OF SATAN. ETHIOPIC ENOCH,

SPEAKING A80UT THE ~UDGEMENT THAT WILL COME UPON THE FALLEN ANGELS,

STATES:

THE LORD Of ~PIRITS MAY TAKE VENGEANCE ON THEM FOR
THEIR UNRIGHtEOUSNESS IN BECOMING SUB~ECT TO SATAN
AND LEADING +STRAY THOSE WHO DWELL ON THE EARTH .•. 23

AGAIN, IN THE BOOKS OF ADAM AND EVE, THE ANGELS APPEAR UNDER THE
21t

DOMINION OF THE DEViL. ALSO, IN 1 ENOCH 40:7 THERE I S A VAGUE

REFERENCE .TO THE SAtANS WHICH CONTRASTS THE HOLY SUPERNATURAL ORDER

25
OF ARCHANGELS V/I TH tHE ''''''ATCHERS''.

BEN EAT H THE t PECULAT JON CON CE: RNI NG THE FA LL 0 F THE "",AT CHER S"
i

~IES THE NOTION THAT THEIR ACTION WAS A VIOLATION OF LAW OR OF SOME

COMMANDMENT. TilE D~MASCUS DOCUMENT OF QUMRAN EXPLICITLY STRESSES

WHAT IS IMPLICIT INiMOST OTHER EXPLANATIONS OF THE FALL. IN SPEAKING

OF THE "HATCHERS" ,,.,filo HALKED IN THE STUBBORNESS OF THEIR HEARTS AND

~ELL FROM THE HEAVE~S, ,THIS WORK GIVES PRIMARY CONSIDERATION TO THE

21
THE IDENTI~ICATION OF THE SERPENT IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN WITH

SATAN GIVES EASY RISE TO THE TRANSITION WHEREBY THE CAUSE FOR THE FALL
OF THE ANGELS (SATA*) BECOMES THE CAUSE (SERPENT) FOR THE FALL OF
ADAtvl AND EVE.

22
SEE DISCUS$ION ON THE VARIOUS NAMES FOR SATAN #6, CHAPTER I I.

23 24
1 ENOCH 5)./..6. VI TA ADAE ET EVAE 15~1.

25
CF. CHARLE$,~. ~lI_., NOTE, p.211
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COMMANDMENT OF GOD:

BECAUSE THEY WALKED iN THE STUBBORNESS OF THEIR HEARTS,
THE WATCHERS OF HEAVEN FELL; YEA, THEY WERE CAUGHT
THEREBY BECAUSE THEY KEPT NOT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD .••
BECAUSE THEY' DID THEIR OWN PLEAgURE AND KEPT NOT THE
COMMANDMENTS OF THEIR MAKER ••• 2

LIKEWISE, IN THE SA~E WORK, GREAT EMPHASIS IS PLACED UPON THE WICKED
. 27

WHO "LOATHED THE PRtCEPT". ALSO, THE LATER WORK OF SLAVONIC ENOCH

CONTAINS THIS SAME IDEA IN THE WORDS, "Goo's APOSTATES, WHO OBEYED
28

NOT GOD f S COi"n..IANDS, . BUT TOOK COUNSEL ',II TH THE I R O\-/N \-JlLL."

THE PRI DE OF THE "\-/ATCHERS" I S RELEVANT TO t'-lUCH OF THE

SPECULATION CONCERN liNG THE TRANSGRESSION OF GOD'S COMMANDMENT.

THIS CHARACTERISTIC !WAS DEFINITELY PROPOSED AS A CAUSE FOR THE FALL

OF THE ANGELS. THE TESTAMENT OF DAN UNDERSTANDS THE ETHIOPIC BOOK OF

ENOCH TO GiVE THIS 45 A REASON FOR THE FALL OF SATAN AND THE "SPIRIT

OF HI CKEDNESS":

FOR! HAVE R~AD IN THE BOOK OF ENOCH, THE RIGHTEOUS,
THAT YOUR PRI!NCE IS SATAN, AND THAT ALL THE SPIRITS OF
WICKEDNESS AND PRIDE WILL CONSPIRE .•. TO CAUSE THEM
(THE SONS OF LEVI ) TO SIN BEFORE THE LORD ••• 29

THE DAMASCUS !DOCUMENT APPEARS TO OFFER PRIDE AS AN EXPLANATION

ENOCH 7:]. THIS WORK COULD CONTAIN VERY LATE MATERIAL.
OP. CIT.,' PP. 622-623.

26
CD.

28
2

EISSFELDT,

27
CD. 2:6.

29
TEST. DAN 5i:6. CF. CHARLES (OP. CIT., VOL. II, P. ~10. T.L.X,

5) CAST SUSP I CION ON: THE REFERENCES ToENOCH I N THE l!TESTAHE~ITSl!.
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FOR THE FALL OF TH~ "WATCHERS" IN SPEAKING ABOUT THE "STU8BORNESS OF

3°
HEART" IN THE FACE ~F GOD'S COMMANDMENT WHICH CAUSED THEIR FALL.

MOREOVER, THERE IS A BRIEF REFERENCE IN THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON CON-

31
CERNING THE PERISHING OF PROUD GIANTS. THE SLAVONIC BOOK OF ENOCH

ALSO ALLUDES TO THE PRIDE OF THE l!WATCHERSl!. IT DESCRIBES ItSATAN

'-II TH HIS ANGELSl! AS' HE COG I TATES PLAC I NG HIS "THRONE HIGHER THAN

32
THE CLOUDS ABOVE THt EARTH."

THE LAST TEXt, ALONG WITH OTHERS, CONTAINS A CONTROVERSIAL

ISSUE, NAMELY, THAT WHICH CAN BE DEBATED BETWEEN THE CHARACTERISTICS

OF PRIDE AND ENVY. THAT IS, DO THESE TEXTS PROPOSE PRIDE OR ENVY

AS THE CAUSE OF THEiANGELIC FALL? IN THE BOOf< "VITA tlDAE ET EVAE"

CC. 12-17, THERE IS!AN EXPLANATION OF WHY SATAN AND THE ANGELS

FELL FROM HEAVEN. tHIS PASSAGE COULD WELL BE OFFERING PRIDE OR

ENVY AS THE CAUSE O~ THE FALL.

EITHER THAT OF MAN OR OF GOD,

IF iT IS ENVY, THE OBJECT COULD BE

NEVERTHELESS" THERE ARE~~ IN LATE JEVII SH LITERATURE

'-/H I CH UNQUEST I ONABL 'J co PROPOSE ENVY AS THE CH I EF REASON FOR THE

33
DESCENT OF THE "WATqHERS". MOREOVER, THIS NOTION IS CONTAINED IN

30
CD 2:17-18.

32
2 ENOCH 29:!2~-5.

31
WISD. SOL. 14:6.

33
SANHEDRIN ~98; PIRKE DE RABBI ELIEZER 13.
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THE Wi SDOM OF SOLO~1fj)N ",JH I CH EXPL I C I TL Y STATES THAT) llBY THE ENVY OF
. 34

THE DEVIL) DEATH ENtERED INTO THE WORLD."

''V!ATb-/ERS ll AS THE CAUSE OF EV IL

THE FALLEN ANGELS AND THEIR LEADERS WERE CONSIDERED THE

FOUNDERS OF ALL SIN~ THEY WERE SPOKEN OF IN TERMS THAT EQUAL THE

35
NOTION CONTAINED IN THE PHRASE) "THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL". FURTHER-

MORE) IT APPEA RS I N THE "WAR SCROL LS" OF QUtvtRAN THA T THE SEAN GE LS

WERE CREATED FOR THt PURPOSE OF SPREADING EVIL UPON THE EARTH:

AND THOU DID~T CREATE BELIAL FOR THE PIT, THE ANGEL OF
HOSTILITY AN~ REPUDIATION) (TOGETHER WITH) HIS (PLAN)
AND WITH HIS! DES

6
'GN THAT WICKED DEEDS AND SINS MIGHT

. '?
BE COMtvtITTED ••. .J

THE EV I L CAUSED

I NTH E ETH10 if' I C 800 K 0 FEN0 CH, CHAP TERS 6-1 0, THE '\/A TCHER S"

ARE CONDEMNED FOR TmEIR EVIL DEEDS; THEY WILL; IN TIME, BE ERADICATED

FROM THE FACE OF THt EARTH. HERE; ALSO) SET DOWN IN QUITE DESCRIPTIVE

TERMS, IS THE EXTENt OF DAtvlAGE \'vHICH THE "v.r,!>,TCHERS ll CAUSED. GENERALLY

SPEAKING) ALL MANNER OF EVIL IS TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO THESE FALLEN

37
ANGELS AND TO THEIR'LEADER AZAZEL: "TO HIM ASCRIBE ALL SIN".

THE FOLLOHING PASSAtEs INDIClITE TO \-!HAT EXTENT THE ''\./ATCHERS ll vJERE

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DAMAGE DONE UPON EARTH:

3)+
VJ'SD. SOL. 2:2)~·.

37
1 ENOCH 10:8

?,t:;
-' ./

1 [NOCH 10:7-8.
36

1 QM 13: 11-1 2.



AND LAWLESSNESS INCREASED ON THE EARTH AND ALL FLESH
CORRUPTED ITS WAYS, ALIKE MEN AND CATTLE AND BEASTS
AND BIRDS AND EVERY THING THAT WALKS ON THE EARTH ­
ALL OF THEM, CORRUPTED THEIR WAYS AND THEIR ORDERS,
AND THEY BEG~N TO DEVOUR EACH OTHER, AND LAWLESSNESS
INCREASED ON i THE EARTH AND EVERY IMAGINATION OF THE
THOUGHTS OF ~LL MEN (WAS) EVIL CONTINUALLY. AND GOD
LOOKED UPON ~HE EARTH, AND BEHOLD IT WAS CORRUPT,
AND ALL FLES~ HAD CORRUPTED ITS ORDERS, AND ALL THAT
WERE UPON THt EARTH

8
HAD WROUGHT ALL MANNER OF EVIL

BEFORE HIS E~ES ••• 3
I

THEY SHALL Rt EVIL SPIRITS ON THE EARTH, AND EVIL
SPIRITS SHAL~ THEY BE CALLED ••. AND THE SPIRITS OF THE
GIANTS AFFLICT, OPPRESS, DESTROY, ATTACK, DO BATTLE,
AND WORK DE~~RUCTION ON THE EARTH, AND CAUSE
TROUBLE ..• j

EVIL RESULTS FROM OFFSPRING

ALTHOUGH THE I ''It/ATCHERS'' AND THEIR LEADERS HERE CONSIDERED

PRIMARILY AS THOSE WHO INITIATED EVIL, IT \-I.AS EMPHASIZED IN 1 ENOCH

AND MAINTAINED IN MbsT OF THIS LITERATURE THAT THE OFFSPRING FROM

THE UNION BETWEEN HIE lI"/ATCHERS ll AND "DAUGHTERS OF r~ENll WERE THE

PROXIMATE CAUSE OF THE \-IICKEDNESS IMPOSED UPON MANKIND. THE

ETHIOPIC BOOK OF EN$CH DECLARES;

AND THEY BOR~ GREAT GltNTS ... \-IHO CONSUMED ALL THE
ACQUISITIONS OF MEN ... fO

AND THE WOMEH HAVE BORN GIANTS AND THE WHOLE EARTH
HAS THE4EBY ~EEN FILLED WITH BLOOD AND UNRIGHTEOUS­
NESS. •• 1

------.----.---i-_

16

38
JUBILEES 5~2-4.

40
1 [NOCH 7:3.

39
1 ENOCH 15:10-11.

Lf1
1 ENOCH 9:9-10.
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DESTRO~2THE ~HILDREN OF THE WATCHERS FROM AMONGST
MEN ...

AND DESTROY./ .THE CHILDREN O~ THE WATCHERS BECAUSE
THEY HAVE WRONGED MANKIND ... 3

EVIL SPIRITS HAVE PROCEEDED FROM THEIR BODIES BECAUSE
THEY ARE BOR~ FROM MEN AND FROM THE HOLY WATCHERS AS
THEIR BEGINN~NG AND PRIMAL ORIGIN: THEY SHALL BE EVIL
SPIRITS 0UhT~E EARTH AND EVIL SPIRITS SHALL THEY BE
CALLED ....

THE ANGELS W~O HAVE CONNECTED THEMSELVES WITH WOMEN
AND THEIR SP~RITS (OFFSPRING)hASSUMING MANY DIFFERENT
FORMS ARE Dd-ILING MANKIND ..• ,5

ANGELS OF HE~VEN ... HAVE BEGOT CHILDREN BY THEM (WOMEN)
•.. AND THEY $HALL PRODUCE ON THE EARTH GIANTS •.. BUT
ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, AND ~~ERE SHALL BE GREAT
PUNISHMENT UPON THE EARTH ...

47 48
LIKEWISE, DO THE BOO* OF JUBILEES, THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON) AND

119
THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENt TESTIFY TO THE WICKEDNESS WHICH THIS PROGENY

8ROUGHT UPON MOl.

THERE ARE, H~WEVER, SOME CON~USING ELEMENTS IN THIS LITERATURE

CONCERNING THE CAUSE OF EVIL ON THE EARTH. FOR EVIL IS ATTRIBUTED

10:9·
l.~3

ENOCH 10: 15.ENOCH 1
ii, t:;

./

ENOCH 15:9..i.l0. 1 ENOCH 19: 1 .

3: 3-)+ :10.

10: 1-8.
49

CD

42
1

44

1
~6

1 ENOCH 106:13-17. THERE WERE VARIOUS NAMES GIVEN FOR THE
OFFSPRING. GIANTS, 1 ENOCH 6-10:1~; 15:3-12; 106; 69:12: 3 MAce. 2:4.
DEMONS., 1 Er-ioCfj-i9:Hjj ,.JU6. 10:1-8; 7:27; ~:~~~_~.~..2£. ~_y_~_l:. Sp~0.0

TES-T":-SENJ. "):2; 1 E~locH 69:l.l-12; 15:3-12; ,6,~'GELS OF DESTRUCTION,
1 QS )+: 12; CD 2: 6; .;Sct!.:.':.?£.. BE L I AR., Jus I LEE s-15: 33';'·.?-,=i~ IT~ .,9F . HIS. ..!:2..~)
OF BELIAL, 1 QS 3:23;-----'47 -

JUBILEES 5: 1J4 ; 7:27;
48

\1/1 so. SOL. lJ.].:6.



WITHIN SINGLE WORKS AND WITHIN THE LLTERATURE AS A WHOLE TO MANY

VARIED AND CONFLICTI~G SOURCES. THIS LACK OF CONSISTENCY IS UNDER-

STANDABLE IN, THE TotALITY OF THE LITtRATURE BECAUSE VARIOUS

SPECULATIONS BY MANYIDIFFE~ENT AUTHORS ON ANY ONE SUBJECT CAN PRODUCE

SUCH A VARIABLE OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME. ALso, THE LACK OF

CONSISTENCY WITHIN SjNGLE PIECES OF THIS LITERATURE IS PARTIALLY

EXPLAINED BECAUSE OF THE COMPOSITE NATURE OF MOST OF THESE BOOKS.

YET, THESE ANSWERS DO NOT COMPLETELY RESOLVE THE REASON FOR THE

MANY CONFLICTING VIEWS CONTAINED IN THIS LITERATURE. A POSSIBLE

FURTHER EXPLANATION ~IGHT BE ,SOUGHT IN THE MULTITUDE OF VARIOUS

TRADITIONS FROM WHIC~ THESE BOOKS WERE FORMED.

EVIL RESULTS F~OM WORTHLESS OR UNLAWFUL REVELATION

NEVERTHELESS; THE Enil OP I C eOOr; OF ENOCH, ALTHOUGH MA I N-

TAINING THAT THE GIANTS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EVIL THAT EXISTS

AMONGST MEN THROUGH PHYSICAL ACTION, ALSO PROPOSES THAT WICKEDNESS

RESULTED MAINLY BY M8ANS OF A WORTHLESS AND UNLAWFUL REVELATION.

THE 11\4ATCHERS" AND THE I R LEADERS HAVE \'IROUGHT HAVOC ON EARTH) THEN)

BY THO D1ST 1NCT ME/\NS; IN H/O COlv!PLETEl Y DIFFERENT FOR1,1S. THUS)

THE FIRST BOOK or ENOCH TREATS OF EVIL DEEDS OF OFFSPRING AND, IN

THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES, PROCLAIMS EVIL RESULTING FROM CERTAIN

DI ABOl I CAL TEACH I NGS :OF THE ""/ATCHERS" =

18
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You (THE WATCHERS) HAVE BEEN IN HEAVEN. BUT ALL THE
MYSTERIES HA~ NOT YET BEEN REVEALED TO YOU AND YOU
KNEVJ HORTHLESIS ONES, AND THESE I N THE HARDNESS OF
YOUR HEARTS, ~OU MADE KNOWN TO THE WOMEN, AND
THROUGH THESE; MYSTERIES ".ro~1EN AND MEN "IORK MUCH EVIL
ON EARTH •.• 50

AZAZEL .•• BECAUSE OF THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH THOU
HAS TAUGHT ••• ~ND SIN WHICH THOU HAS SHOWN TO MEN .•. 51

THESE ARE THEI ANGELS "/HO DESCENDED ON THE EARTH, AND
REVEALED WHA~ WAS HIDDEN TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN ... 52

THROUGH ALL T~E SECRET THINGS THAT THE WATCHERS
HAVE DISCLOSEb AND HAVE TAUGHT THEIR sONs .•• 53

54
To SOME EXTENT THE FII RST BOOK OF ENOCH AND THE BOOK OF JUBILEES

55

TREAT THE PART I CULAR!S OF THAT HIDDEN RE VE LAT ION. ALSO, I N THE

THANKSG I VI NG PSAU·1S OF QUlvJRA.N, ITIS HINTED THAT THE "WATCHERS"
~ 56

CONVEYED WORTHLESS KNOWLEDGE TO MEN AND GREATLY DISTORTED THE TRUTH:

THEY HAVE DEV;I SED VILENESS AGA r NST ME TO EXCHANGE
THE TEACHING WHICH THOU REHEARSETH IN MY HEART FOR
S~,100TH WORDS ••• 57

5°
16:B·

51
13: 1_1t.1 ENOCH 1 ENOCH

52
61.k~ -2.

53
1 ENOCI; 1 ENOCH 10:7·

51r
69 :4·-12.

55
1 ENOCH JUBILEES S·?• .J •

56 57
1 QH 2:22. 1 QH 2: 1O.
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PROBLD,1S CONtERN I NG THE lI\vATCHERS II AND THE FLOOD

THE USE OF Tf\1E IIIt/ATCHER" LEGEND TO ACCOUNT FOR UNIVERSAL

WICKEDNESS PROVED T~ BE HIGHLY INADEQUATE AS AN EXPLANATION FOR MAN'S

SINFUL CONDITION. FOR THE IIIt/ATCHERS II WERE DEFINITELY THE CHIEF

CAUSE OF BRINGING A80UT THE "DELUGE".

THE BOOK OF JUBILEE~;
59

~~O REO VE R.,

IN THE DELUGE; ALL \t~ICKEDNESS "'AS DESTROYED INCLUDING THE "IdATCHERS Il ;

THE SOURCE OF ALL EVIL.
61

SUCH DESTRUCTION IS IMPLIED IN THE TESTAMENT
62

OF REUBEN; AND EXPL]ICITLY STATED IN THE THIRD BOOK OF MACCABEES.

LIKEWISE; 2 BARUCH 56:16 STATES THAT; IlTHOSE WHO DIdELT ON THE EARTH

PERISHED TOGETHER WI~H THEM (THE WATCHERS) THROUGH THE WATERS OF THE

DELUGE. II IN ADDITIOrrJ; 1 ENOCH 10:2 PREDICTED; TlTHAT THE \<tHOLE EARTH

WILL BE DESTROYED AN~ A DELUGE IS ABOUT TO COME UPON THE WHOLE EARTH

AND vII LL DESTROY ALL THAT I S ON IT. 11 THUS; I T COULD BE CONCLUDED

THAT THE ROLE OF THE' "\<tATCHERS II vlAS INTRODUCED t"1EREL Y TO EXPLA IN

63
vII CKEDNESS UNT I L THE T I !'·1E OF THE IIDELUGEII. SUCH APPEARS TO BE THE

INTENTION FOR THE "I,/ATCHERS II IN THE BOOK OF JUBILEES. OR; IT COULD

BE HELD THAT IdRITERS PERCEIVED DIFFICULTY IN USING THE "WATCHERSIl

TO ACCOUNT FOR THE EVIL WHICH EXISTED AFTER THE FLOOD. AND THEN; ONLY;

60
TEST. NAPH. 3=5.

62
3 MA CC• 2: lL .

59
JUBILEES 7:21-25.

61
TEST. REUB. 5:6.

6~
-'

TENNANT; OP. ~'J p.238.

_.- -- _._. - ....._.. _-_.~.. _-. "" .. -_...~-- - _.__ ... ,-.
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DID THEY DECIDE TO USE THE "\,..JATCHERS II AS THE CHIEF CAUSE FOR THE

"DELUGE" . IN EITHE~ CASE, A PROBLEM CONCERNING THE SOURCE OF EVIL

RISE~ WHEN ALL OF tHE "WATCHERS" ARE DESTROYED IN THE FLOOD. THERE­

FORE, THERE 'HAS NOT' ONLY A SHIFT OF EMPHASIS CONCERNING THE "WATCHERS"

AND THEIR ROLE REGARDING UNIVERSAL CORRUPTION, BUT THERE WAS ALSO A

NECESSITY CREATED FbR AUTHORS AT THIS TIME TO SEEK AN EXPLANATION

FOR EV I LIN A SOURC!t OTHER THAN THE '\!ATCHER" LEGEND.



CH/\PTER II I

EVIIL TRACED TO ADMJ1 AND EVE

. EFFORT WAS TAKEN BY SEVERAL LATE JEWISH WRITERS TO EXPLAIN

THE CAUSE OF EVIL BY MEANS OF THE PARADISE-NARRATIVE AS FOUND IN

GENESIS 3. THE ANG~LIC FALL SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED EVIL LEADING UP

TO THE DELUGE. YET, EVIL EXISTING IN THE WORLD AFTER THE ~LOOD NEEDED

FURTHER EXPLANA T I ON IBECAUSE THE " WA TCHERS" HAD ALL PER I SHED. AND

ALTHOUGH THERE WERE ATTEMPTS TO PORTRAY THE "WATCHERS" STILL ALIVE
1

AND PARTICIPATING INI MAN'S CORRUPTION AFTER THE DELUGE) THESE

EFFORTS WERE NOT FULLY ACCEPTED THROUGHOUT THIS BODY OF LITERATURE.

ANGELIC INFLUENCE IN THE FALL

RATHER, AUTHORS, IN TRACING EVil TO THE PARADISE-NARRATIVE,

HELD FAST TO SOHE ASPECTS OF THE '\/ATCHER" LEGEND ElY tvlAINT.t>.INING

.t>.NGEL I C I NFLUENCE I N' THE FALL OF AD.~1v1 AND EVE. THE4poCAL YPSE OF

,

MOSES GIVES A DETAILtD ACCOUNT FROM THE LIPS OF EVE CONCERNING THE

DEVIL'S DECEPTION OF THE SERPENT. THAT IS, THE DEVIL DECEIVED THE
2

SERPENT INTO SEDUCING EVE. ELSEWHERE, EVE IS TEMPTED INTO COMMITTING

A TRANSGRESSION BUT THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT THE TEMPTER IS ONE OF THE

ltFALLEN ANGELS It
• IN THE ETHIOPIC ENOCH IT WAS GADREEL, ONE FROM THE

._----------
1

JUBILEES 7:21; 10:1-5.

2
Apoc. Mos. cc. 15-30. Esp. CC. 16-17.



3
LEADERS OF THE "\1ATCHERSll

, tl WHO LED ASTRAY EVE, TT, AND QU I TE CLEARLY
4

IN THE BOOKS OF ADAM AND EVE THE DEVIL IS PRO,JECTED AS THE AGENT OF

EVE'S'DECEPTION.

HOWEVER, EVIL is TRACED BACK TO ADAM AND EVE \1iTH VARIOUS

ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN :THE CONNECTiON BET\1EEN ADAM'S SIN AND PRESENT

EVIL EXISTING IN THE HUMAN RACE. REGARDING ADAM'S FALL, THERE WAS

A GREAT DEAL OF LITE~ATURE \1HICH EXALTED HIM FOR THE APPARENT PURPOSE

OF AUGMENTING THE TR~GEDY WHICH WOULD LATER BEFALL HIM AND HIS

5
PROGENY. MOREOVER, ADAM'S FALL, AN ASSUMED FACT THROUGHOUT MUCH

OF THIS LATE JEWiSH LITERATURE, IS EXPLICITLY TREATED IN ITS CAUSES

AND CONSEQUENCES.

CAUSES OF ADAM'S FALL

NOTIONS CONCERNING THE CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCES OF ADAM'S FALL

ARE DIVERSE AND INCO~SJSTENT IN THIS LITERATURE, (STILL, THE MORE

PROMINENT IDEAS WILL BE UNDERLINED IN THIS PAPER.) AMONG THE MANY

STRANGE AND MYSTERIOWS EXPLANATIONS FOR ADAM'S SIN, A CERTAIN

IMPORTANCE MUST BE GlVEN TO THE ALLIANCE WHICH EXISTED BETWEEN EVE

AND SATAN. FOR ADAM IS LED TO TRANSGRESS THROUGH EVE BECAUSE SHE

3
1 (NOCH 69:6.

4
VITA ADAE ET (VAE 16:4; 33:2-3. ALSO, SEE WISD. SOL. 2:24;

2 ENOCH 31 :)+-6.

5
SCROGGS, OP. CIT., pp.15-~8; TENt~ANT, OP. CIT., P. 1'-f9;

GEN. R. 16:6; TAN-;:'JIJ~'lA:BERESHITH 16; PESIKTA R.l·'5A;-R. ivlEIR PESIKTA
ls; SANHEDRIN 598.



WAS TEMPTED BY SATAN. SOME OF THE THEORIES INVOLVED IN THE SATAN-

EVE ALLIANCE ARE SI~PLE DECEPTIONS. BUT MOST OF THE THEORIES ARE

SEXUAL IN CHARACTER SO THAT THERE RESULTS A TR/\GIC POLLUTION OF EVE

WHICH IS TRANSMITTEb TO THE HUMAN RACE.

HOlt/EVER, THE ivlOST ItIlDELY TREATED CAUSE FOR ADAiv1 f S FALL IS HIS

TRANSGRESSION OF A DIVINE COMMANDMENT, AND ~IS UNCONTROLLED,

INORDINATE DESIRE TPWARD EVIL. 2 BARUCH SPEAKS OF "THE TRANSGRESSION
6

3 BARUCH ELUCIDATES THE ESSENCE OF THE

AND "THIS TRANSGRESSIONTRANSGRESSED"WHEREWITH ADAM, THE! FIRST MAN,

7
IS THAT OF THE COMMANDMENT~~

8
COMMANDMENT AND THt WISDOM OF SOLOMON CONFIRMS THAT THE CAUSE OF THE

9
FIRST FATHER'S FALL WAS THAT OF A TRANSGRESSION.

THERE WAS A tHEORY WHICH HELD THAT ADAM'S FALL WAS DUE TO
10

HIS NON-REPENTANCE BUT THIS NOTION WAS SLIGHTLY OPPOSED TO THE

MAIN RABBINICAL IDEA THAT ADAM'S SIN WAS A DIRECT REVOLT AGAINST
I

11
GOD. VERY CLOSE T~ THIS CONCEPT WAS THE IDEA THAT SIN WAS A BREACH

OF THE LAW AND THAT EVIL IN MAN WAS CAUSED BY DISOBEDIENCE TO THE

DIVINE PRECEPTS. T~IS NOTION STEMMED FROM THE IDEA THAT ADAM WAS
12

PLACED IN THE GARDEm TO STUDY THE TORAH.

---_._-------
6
2 BARUCH 5~:5.

7
2 BARUCH if:3.

8
3 BARUCH lr :8.

9
WISD. SOL, 10:1.

10
TANHUMA BERESHITH 38



IN 4 EZRA,. A~AM'S DISOBEDIENCE AND TRANSGRESSION AGAINST

GOD'S MANY STATUTES IS STRESSED AS THE CAUSE FOR THE WORLD BECOMING

13
"NARR~W AND SORROWFUl AND PAINFUL". YET, IN ANOTHER PASSAGE IT IS

14

25

BUT A SINGLE COMMAND THAT ADAM TRANSGRESSES. HOWEVER, THE IDEA OF

TRANSGRESSION AND DI$OBEDIENCE IS NOT THE ONLY PROPOSAL OF 4 EZRA

CONCERNING THE CAUSE OF ADAM'S FALL. SOME PASSAGES INDICATE THAT.

ADAfvl'S SIN CAME ABOUt THROUGH AN "EVI L HEARTH OR HEVI L SEED."

THUS, ADAM TRANSGRESSED OR WAS OVERCO~~E BY TEMPTATION BECAUSE OF
16

THE "EVIL HEART" 'tJHJ~H HE POSSESSED FROM HIS BIRTH:

fOR A GRAIN IDF EVIL SEED WAS SOWN IN THE HEART OF ADAM
FROM THE BEGINNING .•• 17

CON$E0UENCES OF ADAM'S FALL

THE CONSEQUENCES OF ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION CAN BE LISTED

UNDER THREE HEAD1NGSj NAMELY, DEATH, PHYSlCAL INFIRMITY,AND SIN

AS SPIRITUAL CORRUPTION. 2 BARUCH CONCEIVES DEATH AS AN EFFECT

OF ADAM'S FOUL DEED. BUT THE DEATH WHICH MAN MUST SUFFER IS NOT

ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENt FROM THAT WHICH HE WOULD HAVE HAD TO SUFFER,

IF ADAM HAD NOT SINN~D. THAT IS, DEATH WAS ALWAYS THE LOT OF

MANKIND. WHAT EFFECT 2 BARUCH ADDS TO ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION IS THAT

THE DEATH WHiCH MAN ~UST SUFFER IS PREMATURE OR UNTIMELY, AND MAN

13
lf EZRA 7: 11 -1 2

15 THIS IDEA IS'CLOSE
WILL BE TREATED AT GREATER

16
lfEz RA 3: 21.

14
l.f EZRA 3:7.

TO THE RA8f3\ N I C NOT I ON OF THE "YETZER" AND

LENGTH IN THE FOLLOWING CHAPTER.

17
4 EZRA lf :30.
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MUST DIE BEFORE HIS APPOINTED TIME:

FOR THOUGH A~AM FIRST SINNED AND BROUGHT UNTIMELY
DEATH UPON AlLL, .. 1d

FOR WHEN HE tRANSGRESSED, UNTIMELY DEATH CAME INTO
BEING ... 19

4 EZRA, HOWEVER, DOES NOT QUALIFY THE DEATH DUE TO ADAM'S

SIN AS DID THE AUTHOR OF 2 BARUCH. RATHER, HIS CLAIM IS THAT WHEN

AND OTHER AUTHORS OF'THIS

SIMILAR THOUGHTS CONNECTING ADAM AND
21

DEATH EXIST AMONG RABBINICAL WRITERS
22

ADAM TRANSGRESSED THE COMMAND, GOD "AP~OINTEDST DEATH FOR HIM AND
20

FOR HIS GENERATIONS."

PERIOD.

THE PHYSICAL INFIRMITY ATTRIBUTED TO ADAM IS TREATED AGAIN

23
IN 2 BARUCH UNDER SUCH TERMS AS GRIEF, PAIN, AND DiSEASE. ELSEWHERE

THROUGHOUT RABBINICAL LITERATURE, THERE ARE VARIOUS DESCRIPTIONS
21f

OF THE PHYSICAL INFIRMITY MAN SUFFERS AS A RESULT OF ADAM'S SIN.

18
2 BARUCH 54: 15

19
2 BARUCH 56:5 CF 17:3; 19:8; 23: 4 .

20
4 EZRA 3:7; 7: 48; 7:92; 7:116-120; 0:31; 9:36.

21
SIFRE DEUT. ON 32:32; SIFRAViAYYlf<RA PERE1< 20; PESIKTA 76A ;

TANHUMA BERESHITH ~3; BERESHITH R. 29; HUKKAT 39; GEN R. 12:6;
TANHUMA V1AYYI KRA 11'; BERESHI TH R. 10.

22 1 6ViISD. SOL. 2:2f AND THE LATER 2 ENOCH 30:1 .
2')
)2 BARUCH 56:6.

24
SIFRA ViAYYIKRA PEREK 20; R. MEIR PESIKTA lB; PESIKTA R. 115A;

SANHEDRIN 4:52; BERtSHITH R. 29; GEN R. 23:6; 20:6.
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MOREOVER, A CERTAIN SPIRITUAL CORRUPTION IS ATTRIBUTED TO ADAM

BY THE AUTHOR OF 2 ~ARUCH WHEN HE SAYS:

o ADAM, WHAT HAST THOU DONE TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE BORN
FROM THEE? AND WHAT WILL BE SAID TO THE FIRST EVE
WHO HEARKENE~ TO THE SERPENT? FOR ALL THIS MULTITUDE
ARE GOING TO CORRUPTION, NOR IS TH~~E ANY NUMBERING
OF THOSE WHO~ THE FIRE DEVOURS .•.• )

LIKEWISE, IS THERE AN ASSERTION OF SPIRITUAL DAMAGE RESULTING FROM

ADAM'S TRANSGRESSIO~ IN THE STATEMENT THAT "HE (ADAM) BECAME A
26

DANGER TO HIS O\.JN SOUL." ALSO, IN 4 EZRA, SIN RESULTS AfvlONG THE

27
INHABITANTS OF THE tARTH AFTER ADAM'S FALL AND THE FRUIT OF ADAM'S

I

EVIL HEART IS THAT OF "UNGODLINESS. 'I THIS AUTHOR CERTAINLY EMPHASIZES

THAT THE EVil ON TH8 EARTH AFTER ADAM'S FALL IS MORE THAN JUST

DEATH AND PHYSICAL CORRUPTION. HE STATES THAT; "THE EVIL HEART HAS

?Q
'-",'

O~HER WRITINGS, PARTICULARLY THOSE OF THE RABBIS)

GROWN UP IN US WHiCH HAS ESTRANGED US FROM GOD AND BROUGHT US INTO
28

DESTRUCTION."

ARE MORE OBVIOUS IN THEIR EXPLANATIONS CONCERNING THE SPIRITUAL

DAMAGE ADAM'S TRANS~RESSION HAD CAUSED MANKIND.

EV I L CONSEQIUENCES THROUGH I !vllTAT ION OF ADAi\'l

THERE REMAINS, HOWEVER, THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF THIS LITERATURE

THE ENORMOUS QUESTiON CONCERNING THE PRECISE MANNER IN WHICH THESE

25
2 BARUCH 48~42-43.

26
2 BARUCH 56:10.

27

'11 r
r EZRA 3:20,

28
4 EZRA 7:48; ALSO, 7:116.

29
SIFRE DEUT. ON 32:32; PESIKTA 76A; BERESHITH R. 29;

HUKKAT 39; GEN. R. 12:6; TANHUHA WAYYIKRA 11; BERESHITH R. 18; ALSO,
CF 3 BARUCH 4:16.



CONSEQUENCES ARE TRANSMITTED TO MANKIND. NOWHERE DOES THERE APPEAR

A CLEARLY DEFINED STATEMENT REGARDING THE EXACT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

ADA~'S TRANSGRESSiON AND ALL THE CONSEQUENCES THAT IT HAS UPON MAN-

KIND. RATHER, THE QUESTION APPEARS TO BE ANSWERED IN SOME PASSAGES

BY STRONG IMPLICATIQN AND IN OTHER PASSAGES THE QUESTION IS LEFT

OPEN TO THE I MAG I NAT ION OF THE READER. THUS, GENERALLY SPEAK I NG, IT

IS POSSIBLE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THIS LITERATURE PROPOSES THAT THE

CORRUPT I ON DUE ADAM !IS SIN COMES TO HIS DESCENDANTS EITHER BY MEN'S

IMITATING ADAM'S TR~NSGRESSION OR BY MEN'S INHERITING THE CON-

SEQUENCES OF ADAM'S SIN THROUGH PHYSICAL PROPOGATION. 2 BARUCH

APPEARS TO TEACH THE FORMER IN THE FOLLOWING TWO PASSAGES:

FOR THOUGH AOIAM FIRST SINNED AND BROUGHT UNTIMELY DEATH
UPON ALL, YET OF THOSE WHO WERE BORN FROM HIM, EACH
ONE OF THEM H~S PREPARED FOR HIS OWN SOUL TORMENT
TO COME ..• 30

ADAM IS THEREFORE NOT THE CAUSE, SAVE ONLY OF HIS OWN
SOUL, BUT EACH OF US HAS BEEN THE AUAM OF HIS OWN
SOUL .•. 31

ALSO, SN1E OF THE RABBINICAL LITERATURE, WITH ITS TENACIOUS

HOLD ON MAN'S FREE 'dILL, IN THE FACE OF THE LA\-!, 1~1PLI[S THAT MAN SINS

32'
BY IMITATING ADAM. MOREOVER, THE FOURTH BOOK OF EZRA HAS CERTAIN

PASSAGES WHICH COULD BE UNDERSTOOD AS OFFERING SOHETHtNG SIMILAR

33
to THAT OF 2 BARUCH, NAMELY, MAN IS CORRUPTED BY IMITATING ADAM.

3°
2 BARUCH SLf:15.

31
2 BARUCH 54:19; ALSO, 18:1-2.

32
BERESHITH R. 29; HUKKAT 39; BERAKOTH 5A; KiDDUSHIN 30B;

B.~8~\ BATHRA 16A.; SUfO<AH 52e.j ALSO, SEE 1 QS 1 :25F.

33
l~ EZRA. 3:20';'26.
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EVIL CONSE~UENCES THROUGH PHYSICAL HEREDITY

YET, 4 EZRA TAKEN IN ITS TOTALITY, APPEARS TO TEACH SOMETHING

QUITE DIFFERENT THAN 2 BARUCH TEACHES, REGARDING THE TRANSMITTING OF

CORRUPTION FROM ADAM TO MANKIND. IT SPEAKS OF THE INFIRMITY IN MAN
jlf

BECOt-1ING INVETERATE AND THE " EVIL SEED," SOI,·/N IN ADAM, PRODUCING MUCH

35 36 .
UNGODLINESS. THI$ "SEED" GROWS UP IN EACH MAN AND IS CONSIDERED AN

37
INNATE EVIL.

"'11TH THE EVIL

BUT); if EZRA

38
HEART) WHICH

ALSO CLAIMS THAT EACH ONE CLOTHES HIMSELF

NOTION CONFLICTS WITH HIS OTHER STATE-

MENTS, ALTHOUGH IT ~S CONSISTENT WITH THE IDEA OF IMITATING ADAM AS

FOUND IN 2 BARUCH.

HOWEVER, 4 E~RA DOES CONCEIVE A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

ADAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS THAN DOES 2 BARUCH WHEN HE STATES:

o THOU ADAM, ,WHAT HAST THOU DONE! FOR THOUGH IT WAS
THOU THAT SI~NED, THE FALL WAS NOT THINE ALONE, BUT
OURS ALSO WHd ARE THY ~ESCENDANTS .•. 39

AND THERE EXIST ELSEWHERE STATEMENTS WHICH IMPLY THE H~REDITARY

CONNECTION BETWEEN ~DAM'S TRANSGRESSION AND MAN'S WICKED STATE.

THE HYMN SCROLL OF QUMRAN PERCEIVES MAN AS A CREATURE OF CLAY WHO
40

illS IN INIQUITY FROMI HIS MOTHER'S \o/OlvlB." IN GREAT PART, THIS

SCROLL BLAMES MAN'S PERVERSION AND TRANSGRESSION UPON THE FACT OF HIS

._-----_.------
3\

i~: 30.
36

7 :1~8.EZRA )+ EZRA

38 39
4 7: 118.4 EZRA 3: 26 . EZRA374 EZRA 7:92.

ifO
1 QH 1j·:29-30. THIS PROBABLY IS A REFl.ECTION UPON PS.51:5.

34
1t EZRA 3:22'.



41
HAVING BEEN "DEFILED BY UNCLEANESS." LIKEWISE, SLAVONIC ENOCH

30

LOOKS UPON MAN AS FROM HIS BIRTH POSSESSING AN UNESCAPA8LE INFIRMITY
lf2

ASSOCIATED WITH THE RUIN CAUSED BY ADAM AND EVE.

ALSO, THE WRITINGS OF THE RABBIS OFTEN TAUGHT THAT THE

43
WHOLE RACE WAS CONT~INED IN ADAM SO THAT THERE WOULD BE LITTLE

DIFFICULTY FOR THEM TO ASSOCIATE ADAM'S SIN WITH MAN'S CORRUPTION

BY MEANS OF PHYSICAL PROPOGATION. HOWEVER, THEY PROFESSED ANOTHER

ANSWER FOR THE CAUSE OF EVIL IN THE WORLD. THIS ANSWER IS GIVEN

I N THE FORM OF THE '1YETZER HARA" TO 't/H I CH TH ISS TUDY NOH TURNS ITS

ATTENTION.

---_•.._-_._-----....

41
1 QH 17: 18-1 9.

1+2
2 ENOCH In :1.

4-3
SANHEDRIN lk52; Ex. R. 1fO:3; TANHU~1A BERESHITH 23; BEF,CSHITH

R. 29; HUKKAT 39.



CHAPTER IV

EVIL TR.l\CED TO THE RABBINICAL "YETZER"

THE NOTION of THE "YETZER" AS A CAUSE FOR EVIL EXISTING IN

THE WORLD WAS CONCEtVED BY THE RABBIS AND GIVEN FURTHER TREATMENT
1

BY OTHER LATE JEWISM WRITERS. THE "YETZER," FOUND IN THE BOOK OF

SIRACH 15:11-14, AC(i:ORDING TO VI. D. DAVIES, IS A SINFUL DESIRE,
2

IMPULSE, INCLINATIOm, OR URGE. As A THEORY CONCERNING MAN'S SIN-

FULNESS, IT AROSE DIRECTLY FROM AN EXEGESIS OF GENESIS 6:5 AND

8:21. IN GENESIS 6*5 IT APPEARS. TO BE SOMETHING IN MAN FOR WHICH HE

IS RESPONSIBLE BUT IN 8:21 IT IS SOMETHING GIVEN BY GOD WHICH

RESEMBLES AN INHERENT INFIRMITY SO THAT MAN FROM HIS YOUTH, WITH A

GIVEN DISPOSITION IN HIS NATURE, HAS AN EXCUSE FOR HIS DEPRAVITY.

THUS, IN THE RABBINI'C LITERATURE SIN IS USUALLY VIE't!ED AS n1ANATING

FROM THE EVIL I~~PULSE, THE "YETZER HARA." AND ALTHOUGH IT WAS A

DOCTRINE DEVELOPED ,INDEPENDENTLY OF THE ADM~IC-FALL AND ITS CON-

3
SEQUENCES, IT LATER CAME TO BE FUSED WITH SUCH THEORIES BY BOTH

RABBINICAL AND ApOC~LYPTIC WRITERS.

1
S . ')3CROGGS, _~. _C.!.!:.., P • ...l •

2
FOR A CaMP L['TE TRE ATHENT OF THE "YE TZ ER" SEE: DA 'II ES) E!.'_ • ..s:..L!."

PP. 20-27.; SCROGGS,~. 5:2.2.., PP. 33"; JOSEPH BONSIRVEN, PAL~_ST!..~~

JUDAISH IN THE TIME OF JESUS CHRiST (NEW YORK: HOLT, REINHART AND
VI, NSTON·,-'9-64f,-p-:--, 103;-· S. SCH-ECHT-E-R·, ~~~s" 0.0-?_~,.§:-~~ .~__~'\B~~!_C IHEC?!:..2-~
(NEW YORK: THE MACMILLAN CO., 1923), PP. 2!2-292; TENNANT) OP. CIT.,
PP. 169-176; \'!ILLIM4S

J
OP. CIT., PP. 60-72. _. _._--- ----

3
TENNANT; OP •..~'!:..., PP. 170-175.
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TE~~~S USED FOR THE lIYETZER lI

VARIOUS TERMS IN THE LATE JEWISH LITERATURE REPRESENT THE

NOTION CONTAINED IN THE IDEA OF THE "YETZER. lI SUCH TERMS ARE THOSE

CONNECTED WITH THE HEART WHICH REPRESENT THE VOLITiONAL AND INTELLECTUAL
4

ELEMENTS IN MAN. rHUS, ANY OF THOSE EXPRESSIONS INDICATIVE OF

THE RABBINIC lIYETZER HARA. fl

INTENT, SUCH AS, 1I1NcLlNATION OF THE SOUL," lI EVIL IMAGINATION,lI

"EVIL DISPOSITION,lI lI EV1L IMPULSE," lI HARD HEARTEDNESS," OR

"STUBBORNNESS OF THE HEART fl OFTEN SIGNIFIES THE CONCEPTION OF

5
~.10REOVER, THE "YETZER" WAS NOT ONLY

6
REDUCED TO THESE TEAMS, BUT BECAME IDENTIFIED WITH SATAN AND EVEN

7
"'"TH SIN, ITSELF.

CAUSE OF THE "YETZER"

STILL, THE " YiETZER' ""AS A DISPOSiTION OF ~lIND) AN INHERENT

INFIRMITY WHICH HAD ITS ORIGIN FROM THE HAND OF GOD. THE RABBIS
8

NEVER DOUBTED THAT GOD IvIADE THE [Vi L "YETZER. '1

[~

DAVIES,~. ~..!.., P. 21.

SUCH THOUGHTS

5
1 ENOCH 5: 1+-9; 1+ EZRA 3:20; SIRACH 15:11f~'20; 21 :11; P.A.

[1:1-2; Jus. 12:5; ZAD. FR,e,G. 3:2; 2f; TEST. ,los. 2:6; NAPH. 2:5;
ASHER 1 :3-9; 3:2; \.Jub. 18:3; 1 QH 11 :20; 5:6.

6
AGADOTH BERESHITH 1; GEN R. ~ID.

7
SUKKAH 526; BERAKOTH 61B; MEKILTA NEZEKIN 17; YOMA 678.

8
Tos. BERAKOTH 7:7; S,FRE DEUT. ON 32:32; BERAKOTH 9:5; NUM. R.

22:9; BERAKOTH 61A; R. SOMA PESIKTA 165A; SIFRE 73Ab ABOTH DE RABB! NATHAM
lj.7A; KJDDUCHIN 30B; SUKKAH 52s; SIFRE DEUT. ON 11:1u; BAP.·A B.!lTHRA 16A.
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ARE PREVALENT APART'FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE RABBIS FOR THE BOOK

OF SIRACH STATES THAT) "GOD CREATED MAN FROM THE BEGINNING AND PLACED

9
HIM I NTH E ~~ AND 0 F 1+1 I SIN eLl NAT ION fl ALSO) THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI

TESTIFIES TO THE FA<l:T THAT) ItTHERE IS NO INCLINATION OR THOUGHT

WHiCH THE LORD KNOW[TH NOT, FOR YE CREATED EVERY MAN AFTER HIS
10

OWN IMAGE."

THE LONGEST tXPLANATION CONCERNING GOD'S CREATION OF THE

"YETZER" I SIN THE TESTAI"lENT OF ASHER 1 :3-9 HERE, GOD CREATES

A DOUBl.E "YETZER." ,ONE I S GOOD AND THE OTHER BAD. TH I SIS BUT ONE

THEORY CONCERNING TIilE "YETZER," NAMELY, THAT THERE EXiSTS BY THE

HAND OF GOD BOTH THe: EVIL INCLINATION (T!::'[ YETZER..!::!..~£.~J AND THE

THESE TWO BATTLE ONE ANOTHER

FOR SUPREtvIACY. THEY ivlOVE MAN FRO/"I ONE S I DE TO THE OTHER O~! THE SCALE

OF JUSTICE. THE DOUBLE !'YETZER" THEORY IS IN OPPOSITION TO THOSE

T H r. 0 R I ES \·1 H I CI-! GA VE tv1 A N A SIN r, u: If YET Z ERIf; AGO 0 D 0 R I N D IFF E f, ENT PO':! ER

11
BADLY IN NEED OF DI~ECTION. NONETHELESS) THERE DID EXIST VARIOUS

COH81NATIONS OF BOT!-\ SINGLE ~.!'JD DOUBLE " Y ":TZER" THEORIES \OIHICH I~!

THEIR EXPLANATIONS WERE STRIVING WITH SIMILAR MEANS TOWARD IDENTICAL
12

ENDS. tf EZRt\ SPE/\KS OF THE Il GRA I N OF EV I L SEED" \o/H I CH \olft.S SOI,IN IN

9
SIRACH 15:1')1, CF.) R.5.V FOOTNOH, f:>. 11f7·

10
TEST, NAP~. 2:5; ALSO; SEE SIRACH 17:31.

11
GfCN. R. 9:(; ~CCLES. R. ON 3:11; SAN'·!Fi1PIN 1°78

12
DAVIES; OP. C'~') pp.20-27.



THE HEART OF ADAM FRoM THE BEGINNING. THE TEACHING HERE IS THAT

OF ~. SINGl.E "YETZER';' ON THE OTHER HAND} THE "HYMN SCROLL" OF

'3
QUMRAN ATTRIBUTES T~E CREATION OF BOTH GOOD AND EVIL TO GOD.

ALSO; THE INSTRUCTlcDN ON THE "HIO SPIRITS" AS FOUND IN THE "MANUAL
11t

OF DISCIPLINE" MAKE$ GOD THE AUTHOR OF ALL. IN FACT, MOST OF THE

LITERATURE, INCLUDING THE "TESTAI>1ENT OF ASHER" AND THE SCROLLS OF

QUMRAN, ATTRIBUTED tHE CREATION OF GOOD AND EVil POWERS TO GOD.

THERE WERE StVERAL FINE POINTS THAT WERE ARGUED IN RABBINICAL

CIRCLES CONCERNING THE "YETZER" A~!D EXPLANATIONS ON THESE POINTS

CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO AN EXTENSIVE AMOUNT OF WRITING ON THE SUBJECT.

SOr~E OF THE ARGUMENTS CONS I STED I N QUEST ION I NG I,"HETHER THE "YETZER"

CAME BEFORE OR AFTEFj: 61 RTH AND WHETHER THE "YETZER HARA" '-'AS OLDER

15
OR YOUNGER THAN THE "YETZER HATOB." HOWEVER, SOME OF THE THEORIES

AND THAT THE EVIL HEART 8ECOM~S

CONCERNING THE "YET2IER" INVOLVED A LITTLE MORE THAN FINE POINTS. IN

THE BOOK OF JU81LEES THERE IS AN APPARENT ATTEMPT AT FUSION OF THE

"YETZER" AND THE '\I~TCHERS" FOR THE eool~ TEACHES THAT THE "YETZER"
16

RESULTED FROM THE '\tATCHERS. ll LII<E,-/lSE, 2 BARUCH AND)~ EZRA EXPLAIN

THE "YETZER" tIS A RE:SULT OF ADAM'S FAl.L. FOR IT IS FROM ADAM'S SIN

17
THAT llpASSIONS ARE RRODUCED"

1let

1QS 3: 13-1j. : 26.

15
SANHEDRIN 91e; A80TH DE RABBI NATHAN 32A; GEN. R. 34:6,10;

JER. BERAKOTH 6D.

16
JU81LEES 5:2; 7:21t.

17
2 BARUCH 56:6.
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35

INVETERATE. ALSO, ACCORDJNG TO ONE THEORY OF THE RABBIS, A SINGLE

"YETZER T
' WAS CREATED IN ADAM AND REMAINED DORMANT UNTIL AFTER THE

FALL,' THEN, \n TH IN~CREASED I tHENS I TY TO,,"IARD EV I L, THE "YETZER" G~E\"

AFTER THE FALL AND A PERMANENT ASCENDANCY OF THE IMPULSE EVOLVED

WrllCH CONCLUSIVELY ENGENDERED THE CORRUPTIVE SIN OF ADAM INTO THE

19
STOCK OF HUMANITY. HOWEVER, THE AFOREMENTIONED THEORY NEGLECTS TO

EXPLAIN THE CAUSE oP THE FALL ITSELF,

"ynZER" IS INTRINSIC TO MAN

THE nYETZER"~ APART FROM ITS CAUSE, WAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED

SOMETHING INTRINSIC ,TO MANfS NATURE. THAT IS, THE IMPETUS TO ~~ANfS

EVIL DEEDS DID NOT aOHE FFlOf'.1 \tIITHOUT, AS ""AS PROPOSED IN THE '''\'/ATCHER''

S,RACH SPEAKS OF THE
21

At'W MAN'S "NATURAL TENDENCY."

AND ADAM THEORIES, ~UT RESIDED WITHIN MAN.
20

"I NCL I NA T I ON OF F lESIH AND BLOOD"
22

THE "TESTAMENT OF AS!HER" PLACES THE 111 NCl I NAT I ON I N OUR BREASTS"

AND TH E "TE STAMENTS 'OF JUD,1'IH AND Jo SEPH" GIVE RE FERENCE TO THE

23
"INCLINATION OF THE SOUL."

18
11 EZRA 3:20L 26.

19
BERAKOTH 5A; f<IDDUSHIN 30B; SIFRE DEUT. ON 11:18; BABA

BATHRA 16,1l..

20
SIRACf-1 17:31 .

21
S'RACf-1 21 :11.

22
TE ST. ,ll,SHE R 1 : 5.; f\lSO, SEE TE ST. G/; 0 5: 3.



REL.~,T I ON OF "YETZER" TO EV I L

THE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE "YETlER" DEAL NOT

ONLY WiTH ITS CAUSE OR NATURE BUT ALSO WITH ITS RELATIONSHIP TO

EVIL. THERE WERE T~OSE WHO WERE SATISFIED TO ACCEPT THE EXPLANATION

THAT GOD CREATED THE: "YETZER" AND, THEREFORE, 'viAS RESPONSIBLE FOR
24

THE EVIL WHICH WOULID FOLLOW UPON HIS CREATION. THAT IS, EVIL WAS

DIRECTLY ATTRIBUTED TO GOD. BUT OTHER EXPLANATIONS TENDED TO
--

EXONERATE HIM AS A CAUSE OF EVIL. HE REMAINED THE AUTHOR OF THE

"YETZER~ A GOOD AND NECESSARY POWER, WHICH 'viAS INTENDED FOR THE

PROPOGATION OF THE RACE AND PROVIDING THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE.

25
THIS POWER, HOWEVER, WAS GREATLY IN NEED OF DIRECTION

AND BECAUSE IT FAILeD TO HEED THIS DIRECTION BECAME THE CAUSE OF

EVIL. THUS) MAN POSSESSED A POWER, ROOTED IN HIS SOUL, WHICH

EXTENDED PRESSURE IN THE DIRECTION OF WICKEDNESS, IF IT WAS NOT

SUBDUED. IN THE "TESTAMENT OF ASHER" THERE WAS THE CREATION OF

T\-/O "YETlERS" SO THAIT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DIRECTION FELL UPON
26

THE "YETlER HATOB" (THE GOOD INCLINATION). IN THE "TESTAMENT OF

BEN.JAMIN)" iT '-lAS THIE ANGEL OF PEt,CE '-/HO DIRECTED THE "INCLI~IATION"

27
AGAINST THE POltlER OF' BEllAR. AND IN PIRKE ABOTH) THE WISDOM OF

24
BERAKOTH 17A; SUKKAH 528; GEN. R. 34:10; JER. BERAKOTH 70;

JER. TA'AMT 66c; SIFRE DEUT. ON 11 :18; SABA BATHRA 16A; ABOTH DE
RABBI NATHAN 32A,B.

25
NEZEKIN 3; GEN. R. 9:7; ECCLES, R. ON 3:11; SANHEDRIN 107 8 ;

TEST. ASHER 1 :3-9; BtNJ. 6:1,; PIRKE ASOTH 1.[:1.

26
TEST. ASHER 1 :3-9.

27
TEST. 8ENJ. 6:1.
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MEN IS THAT WHICH ENABLES A PERSON TO CONTROL HIS "EVIL DIS-
28

POSITION."

HOWEVER, THE MOST COMMON NOTION AMONG THE RABBIS WAS THAT

GOD GAVE MAN AN EVil "YETZER" AND THE LA\-' OR TORAH BY "'HICH HE
29

COULD CONTROL HIS IIINCLINATION." SIRACH EXPRESSES PRECISELY THIS

THOUGHT IN SAYING:

HE THAT KEEP[TH THE LAW, CONTROLLETH HIS NATURAL
3d)TENDENCY. •• •

ALSO, THE WORKS OF tOVING KINDNESS AND THE CONTEMPLATION OF DEATH

31
WERE A REMEDY PROPOSED TO FIGHT AGAINST THE REBELLIOUS "YETZER."

LIKEWISE, REPENTANC~ WAS OFFERED AS A MEANS WHEREBY MAN COULD RESIST

HIS EVIL TENDENCY. MOREOVER, ASCETICAL PRACTICES "'ERE SUGGESTED

33
FOR MASTERY OVER THE EVIL IIYETZERII BUT SUCH A PROPOSAL DID NOT

HI-.VE ANY I,/IDESPRCADACCEPTANCC. R4THER; THAT \-iHICH POSSIBLY SUM-

MARIZES THE POPULAR TEACHING CONCERNING MASTERY OVER THE "YETZER,"

IS CONTAINED IN THE "TESTAMENT OF ASHER":

28
PIRKE Aeon! 1.~:1.

29KIDDUSHIN JOB; 81A; SIFRE DEUT. ON 11 :18; BERAKOTH SA; [RUBIN
51.~A; SANHEDRIN 107B;' SOTAH 47Aj ABODAH ZORAH 5s; BABA BATHRA 16A.

3°SIRACH 21 :11.

3\IDDUSHIN 3108; SIFRE DEUT. ON 11:18; KIDDUSHIN 81A; ABODAH

ZORAH 58.

32TANHUMA BER£SHITH 28; JER. MAKKOTH 31D; SANHEDRIN l05Aj ROSH
HA SHANNAH 166; JER. ROSH HA SHANNAH 57A; PESIKTA 157B-158A.



BUT FROM WIC~EDNESS FLEE AWAY, DE~~ROYING THE EVIL
INCLINATION SY YOUR GOOD WORKS •.• j

BUT WHEN THE lIY·ETZER lI FAILED TO HEED THE PROPER DIRECTION,

IT REBELLED AGAINST ,THE LA\" AND, ACCORDING TO THE RABBIS, WAS THE

3~
SOURCE OF ALL SIN. YET, THERE ARE PASSAGES, APART FROM THE WRITINGS

OF THE RABBIS, WHiCH TEND TO FUSE THE NOTIONS OF EVIL SPIRITS AND

THE "YETZER," As \·fAIS TREATED ABOVE, THE "TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN II

SOUGHT PROPER DIRECT'ION FOR THE "YETZER" IN THE "ANGELS OF PEACE."

BUT THIS WORK ALSO IMPLIES THAT THE OBVERSE EFFECT COULD BE GIVEN
36

BY THE SPIRIT OF "BEllIAR." SO TEACHES THE "TESTAMENT OF ASHER"

37
WHICH PROCLAIMS THAT THE EVIL INCLINATION IS "RULED BY BEllAR."

LIKEHISE, THE "SCROLL OF THE RULE" FROM QUMRAN STATES THAT THE

1IINClINATION" OF M/l.N CAN WELL BE INFLUENCED BY EVIL SPIRITS. FOR

38
MAN IS "TEMPTED BY THE DOMINION OF BELIAL" AND "SINS UNDER THE

39
.DOMINION OF BELIAL." MOREOVER, THE lISCROLL" WHILE SPEAKING ABOUT

THE TWO SPIRITS (INCLINATIONS) IN MAN PROFESSES:

All DOMINION OVER THE SONS OF PERVERSITY IS IN THE
HAND OF THE ANGEL OF DARKNESS •.. AND BECAUSE OF THE
ANGEL OF DARK~ESS ALL THE SONS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS GO
ASTRAY; AND ALL THEIR SIN AND INIQUITIES AND FAULTS,
AND ALL THE RtB~blION OF THEIR DEEDS ARE BECAUSE OF
HIS DOMINiON .••

34
TEST. ASHER 3:2.

36
TEST. BEN,J. 6:1.

38
1 QS 1': 18.

lfO
1 QS 3:20-22.

35BERAKOTH 61B; SHABBOTH l05B.

37TES T. ASHER 1 :8.
39

1 QS 1: 23.



ItFFECTS OF THE "YETZER II

THE EFFECTS WHICH THE EVIL "YETZER II HAD UPON THE "'ORLD ARE

ALSO TREATED IN MUCH OF THIS LITERATURE. ALREADY, IT HAS BEEN

SHOI:/N I N "THE SCROLL. OF THE RULE" THAT THE IIYETZER," UNDER THE

ANGEL OF DARKNESS CAUSES UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, FAULTS, REBELLIONS,
i~1

INIQUITIES, AND SIN. IN THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT OF QUMRAN, THE

IIEVIL IMAGINATION" CAUSED THE "WATCHERS" TO FALL, ALL FLESH UPON

THE EARTH TO PERISH~ THE SONS OF NOAH TO GO ASTRAY, THE LAND TO

BECOME DESOLATE, AND ALL CHILDREN, KINGS, AND MIGHTY MEN OF OLD TO
42

BE DELIVERED UNTO THE SWORD.

4 EZRAE X PLAI: NS THAT TH E "y ETZER~' THE II EV I L GER1.1 " DR0 VE
i~3

OUT ALL GOODNESS, C~USiNG ONLY EVIL TO REMAIN. AND BECAUSE OF

THE II EV1L HEART" THE IIINHABITAIHS OF THE CITY COMMITTED SIN, IN ALL
4i~

.THINGS," PERFORr~ING IIIU~JGODLY DEEDS INNUi.1ERABLE. 1I FOR 4 EZRA,

45
THE EFFECTS OF THE EVIL IIYETZERII IS UNGODLINESS. IT HAS ESTRANGED

MEN FROM GOD, 8ROUGH~ THEM TO DESTRUCTION, AND SHOWN THEM THE
46

39

PATH TO DEATH AND PE~DITION. THUS, THE END RESULT OF THE EVIL

"YETZER" IS PRIMARILY DEATH AND SO:-1E MANNER OF GENERAL CORRUPTION

)n

1 QS 3: 13-l.f: 26.

i~ 3
4 EZ"~A 3:22.

)~5

if EZRA ).).:30'

)j2

CD 2: 11f-3 :12 .

4i~

4 EZRA 3:26-29.

1~6

4 EZRA 7:48; 7:92.



OF MANK I NO. THE "TdHAIviENT OF ASHER)" I N SPEAK I NG ABOUT THE

TWO WAYS) VERY SUCCINCTLY SUMMARIZES THE EFFECTS BY STATING:

IF IT INCLINE TO THE EVIL INCLINATION) ALL ITS
ACT! ONS ARE lIN \1 I CKEDNESS .•. (FOR) EVEN THOUGH IT
WORK WHftT IS GOOD) HE (BELlAR) PERVERTETH IT TO
EVIL ... +7

lf7
TEST. ASHEF< 1 :8-9. ALSO, THE ltDIDACHE" 1-6 AND THE EPISTLE

OF BARNABAS 18-20 GillE {>, DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EVIL RESULTING
FROM THE TWO WAYS WHICH IS BASED UPON THEORIES HATCHED MUCH EARLIER
IN THE. NOTIONS or THt GOOD AND EVIL ltYETZERS.ll



CHAPTER V

SUM~~RY AND CONCLUSION

THUS, IN THIS MATERIAL OF THE LATE JEWISH PERIOD, THERE

ARE THREE BASIC AND SAILENT THEORIES CONCERNING THE CAUSE OF MAN'S

SINFULNESS .. FIRST IS THAT THEORY WHICH SOUGHT THE BASIS FOR EVIL

IN A CONTAMINATION ~F THE RACE FROM A FALLEN "ORDER OF BEING."

THIS CONTAMINATION WAS THE DIRECT RESULT OF THE UNNATURAL MARRIAGE

BETWEEN DIVINE AND ~UMAN BEINGS WHICH WAS FIRST NARRATED IN THE

BOOK OF GENESIS 6:1~4. EVIDENTLY, THE UNITING OF THE ORDER OF

FLESH WITH THAT OF SPIRIT WAS CONSIDERED A SINFUL ACTION IN ITSELF.

BUT SIN ALSO APPEAR$ IN THE MULTIPLE REASONS PROPOSED FOR SUCH A

MARRIAGE. THESE INCLUDE LUST, PRIDE, ENVY, THE SUBJECTION OF THE

ANGELS TO THE POWER OF SATAN; AND THE VIOLATION OF GOD'S COMMANDMENTS.

THOSE WHO ENTERED INTO THIS SINFUL UNION HAD MANY NAMES BUT WERE

MOST COMMONLY CALLEd "WATC~ERS." THEY BORE EVIL OFFSPRING TO DEVOUR

THE GOODS OF ~~EN AND CAUSE THEM OTHER TR I BULAT IONS. THE '\!ATCHERS"

ALSO IMPARTED UNLAWFUL AND WORTHLESS KNOWLEDGE THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE

OF HUMANITY WHiCH IN TURN EFFECTED ALL MANNER OF EVIL.

SECOND) IS THe TWO-FOLD THEORY WHICH FOUND THE SOURCE OF MAN.'S

SINFULNESS IN THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM AND EVE AS PROPOSED IN THE

NARRATIVE OF GENESIS 3. ONE IS BASED ON ANGELIC INFLUENCE WHICH

PERCEIVES THE CORRUPTION OF MANKIND CONSEQUENT TO THE SEDUCTION OF

EVE BY THE SERPENT OR SATAN. THE OTHER IS BASED ON THE FACT THAT
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ADAM FIRST SINS BY MtANS OF A WILFUL TRANSGRESSION AGAINST A

KNOWN DIVINE COMMAND~ THUS, SIN WAS ATTRIBUTED TO ADAM BECAUSE OF

SATAN'S ENVY AND THE' SEDUCTION OF EVE, HIS OWN DISOBEDIENCE AGAINST

THE COMMANDMENT, AN EVIL DISPOSITION WITHIN HIS HEART, OR HIS NON­

REPENTANCE BEFORE TH[ LORD. THE EFFECTS OR CONSEQUENCES OF ADAM'S

FALL WERE PHYSICAL A~D PREMATURE DEATH, SPIRITUAL WEAKNESS, AND A

TOTAL CORRUPTION OF NATURE. How ADAM'S SIN CAUSED SUCH DIRE EFFECTS

WAS A MATTER OF TWO-FOLD SPECULATION. IT WAS PROPOSED THAT THE SIN

OF ADAM WAS ONE WHIC~ MEN ALSO COMMI~TED FOR THEMSELVES BY IMITATION

AND THROUGH THIS INDIvIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY, MEN BROUGHT BOTH PHYSICAL

AND SPIRITUAL EVIL U~ON THEMSELVES. THUS, ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION

WAS NOT HEREDITARY. 'SUT OTHERS FOUND IN ADAM'S SIN THE CAUSE OF AN

iNHERITED WEAKNESS. THERE WERE ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE IN ADAM, AT LEAST

IN SEED, THE WHOLE O~ THE HUMAN RACE SO THAT HIS FALL WAS THE FALL OF

ALL MEN. THAT IS, THROUGH PHYSICAL GENERATION MAN BEARS AN INHERITED

INFll1tvllTY FROM THE FIIRST TRANSGRESSION.

THE THIRD THCdRY IS THAT WHICH INVOLVED THE RABBINICAL NOTION

OF THE "YETZER." THIS IDEA SOUGHT THE SOURCE OF HUMAN DEPRAVITY IN

THE ll EVIL IMPULSE; IMAGINATION; OR DISPOSITIOr'll1 AS FIRST TREATED IN

THE BOOK OF GENESIS 6:5 AND 8:21. IT WAS EITHER A GIVEN DISPOSITION

OR SINFUL HABIT \I{HICH IS INTRINSIC TO MAN. SOMETIMEB IT 'dAS TRACED

BACK TO GOD AND SOMEtiMES IT WAS THE RESULT OF A HEREDITARY CON­

DITION, E1ROUGHT ABOU~ BY EITHER THE FALL OF THE '\IATCHERS I1 OF THE

FALL OF ADAM AND EVE. BUT THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THIS EVIL IMPULSE,



THE "YETZER," WAS OFFERED AS A CAUSE WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT THE

\-1RETCHEDNESS IN WHiCH tvlAN FINDS Hlt~SELF. IF GOD MADE THE "YETZER",

HE ALONE WAS DEEMED ~HE AUTHOR OF EVil. BUT IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT

GOD MADE n-lo "YETZERS" THAT FOUGHT A FIERCE BATTLE Wi TH I N MAN, URGI NG

HIM TO 80TH EVIL AND GOOD ENDS. MORE OFTEN, HOWEVER, MAN WAS DEEMED

RESPONS I BlE FOR CONTROLL I NG HIS "EV I L TENDENCY." I 1'1 EFFECT, THE

"YETZER" WAS A GOOD qR NEUTRAL POWER THAT NEEDED DIRECTiON. VARIOUS

MEANS WERE PROPOSED 80R THIS PURPOSE. THE MOST COMMON OF THESE MEANS

WAS THE LAW OR TORAH. LOVE, KINDNESS, THE CONTEMPLATION OF DEATH,

REPENTANCE, AND ASCETICAL PRACTICES WERE ALL GIVEN AS POSSIBILITIES

TO SUBDUE THE "YETZE~.II HOWEVER, THE EVIL INCLINATION OFTEN RE­

6ELLED MW \-lAS THE SOIURCE OF ALL SIN. MOREOVER, THE "n:TZEF{" COULD

BE INFLUENCED BY MAL~VOLENT SPIRITS WHO WERE CAPABLE OF PRODUCING

THE EVIL EFFECTS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, DEATH, SIN, AND CORRUPTION OF

THE FLESH.

CHANGING SPECULATIONS ON THE CAUSE OF EVIL

JUDAISM, THEN, POSSESSED THREE PROMINENT EXPLANATIONS CON­

CERNING THE CAUSE OF MAN'S SINFULNESS. ALSO, IT APPEARS THAT HIESE

SPECULATIONS UNDERWEN~ A GRADUAL CHANGE FROM THE EARLIEST WRITINGS

UNTIL THE LATEST. THAT IS, THE PROBABLE CAUSES OF MAN'S SINFULNESS

CONCEPTUALLY MOVED FRpM THE '\/ATCHERS lI TO ADAM AND EVE, AND THEN TO

AN INCORPORt,TION OF THE RABBINICll,L HYETZERlI ':IITH THE ADtl.r0IC-FALL.
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THE ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN UNIVERSAL EVil BY AN EXEGESIS OF

GENESIS 6:1-4 WAS THE WORK OF THE EARLIEST SPECULATIONS. BUT THE

Tl"'ATCHER" THEORY, ItlHI.CH CAME FROM SUCH AN EXEGESIS, PROVED IN-

ADEQUATE FOR THE TASK', BECAUSE OF TltlO REASONS. THAT I S} THE "WATCHERS"
1.

WERE INITIALLY INTROOUCED ONLY TO EXPLAIN EVIL BEFORE THE FLOOD AND

WHEN THEY ALL PERISHE:D} DIFFICULTIES AROSE IN USING THE ""'ATCHERS"
2

TO EXPLAIN LATER WJCK~DNESS. THUS, WRITERS WERE FORCED TO ANOTHER

ANSWER FOR THE PROBLE~. THEY CONCENTRATED THEIR EFFORTS ON ADAM'S

FALL IN THE PARADiSE-NARRATIVE OF GENESIS 3. THIS NEW EMPHASIS

CAUSED THE ADAM STORY TO GRO'tI INS I GN I F I CANCE AS THE "\·IA TCHER"

LEGEND DIMINISHED AND RECEEDED INTO THE BACKGROUND. THE FALLEN

ANGELS BECAME THE SOLE CAUSE FOR THE DELUGE AND A PARTIAL EXPLANATION.

FOR THE SIN OF PARADI~E. ADAM BECAME THE EXPLANATION FOR EVIL SINCE

THE FLOOD.

THIS DEVELOPMEMT WAS A GRADUAL PROCESS. FROM 1 [NOCH TO

3 EZRA BOTH THEORIES ~ERE INTERWOVEN WITH TRACES OF TWO DIVERSE

IDEAS CONCERNING THE ~ANNER OF SIN'S PROPOGATION. THESE DIVERSE

NOTiONS WERE THAT OF IMITATION AND HEREDITY. IN 1 ENOCH THE

LEGEN D OF TI-I E I1I;/A TCH EI1~S" I S USE D TO ACCOUNT FOR TH E CA USE OF

WIDESPREAD CORRUPTION 'AND THE ADAM STORY IS IGNORED AS A KEY TO

1
TENNANT, OP. qlT., P. 238.

2
WILLIAMS, OP. SJ~" P. 85·



THE PROBLEM O~ EVIL. BUT IN THE "TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE

PATRIARors," THE '\JAtCHERS" ARE NOT MADE THE BASIS FOR ANY GENERAL

PROBLEM OF SIN. AND THE BOOK OF JUB[ LEES ONLY USES THE "1t.,lATCHERS"

STORY TO EXPLAIN DEGgNERANCY WHiCH EVOKED THE DELUGE. JUBILEES,

THEN, TURNS TO THE pARADiSE-NARRATIVE FOR AN EXPLANATION OF EVIL

EXISTING IN THE WORLD AT THAT TIME. THE BOOKS OF ADAM AND EVE

APPEAR TO FUSE THE PfliRAD J SE-NARRAT I VE AND THE "1tJATCHER" LEGEND

WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT ~ CONFUSION OF THE TWO TOTALLY DISTINCT BIBLICAL

STORIES. THUS, WHEN THE PARADISE-NARRATIVE BEGAN TO BE USED IN

TERMS OF A UNIVERSP.L 'FALL, THE SERPENT IN THE STORY BECAME IDENTIFiED

WITH SATAN, BETRAYING THE PREVIOUS ANGELIC FALL INFLUENCE ON THE

LATE R SPE CULA T ION. BUT THE LE GO! D OF TH E "vIA TCI-! ERS" \-/AS ALMOS T

3
ECLIPSED BY THE TIME ~F 2 BARUCH WHICH MERELY ALLUDES TO THEM.

\,fHILE, FINALLY, IN 4 EZRA THE "WATCHERS" VANiSH ALTOGETHER.

FUSION OF THE ',£\DMvlIC-FALL AND "YETZER" THEORIES

JUDAISM, IN THt TIME OF 4 EZRA, SOUGHT THE CAUSE OF SIN AND

\III CKEDNESS I N 80TH THE THEOR I ES OF THE "YETZER" A.ND THE FALL OF THE

FIRST TWO PARENTS. T~E LATTER WAS A HAZY THEORY or SOME PRIMITIVE

MORAL CATASTROPHE WITH A TYPE OF PHYSICAL HEREDITARY CORRUPTION

------------
3

2 ENOCH EXPLIi:ITLV USES THE ''\·JATCHERS' ONLY AS THE CAUSE FOR
THE DELUGE. THE DATING OF THE MATERIAL IN THIS PIECE OF LITERATURE
MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE F~R A STRONG ARGUMENT TO BE BASED ON ANYTHiNG
STATED IN THE BOOK.
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FLOWING FROM IT. T~E FORMER WAS A DOCTRINE OF AN EVIL IMPULSE

PLANTED BY GOD IN EVERY HUMAN SOUL} SEPARATELY AND INDIVIDUALLY,

CAUSiNG ALL EARTHLY CORRUPTION. BUT THERE WERE OBVIOUS ATTEMPTS

IN JUDAISM DURING 200 B.C. AND A.D. 100 TO SYNTHESIZE THE TWO

THEORIES. EFFORTS ~ERE MADE BY THOSE WHO STRESSED THE I'YETZER"

THEORY TO INCORPORAtE INTO THEIR SYSTEM THE FALL DOCTRINE OF ADAM

AND EVE. LIKEWISE} THERE WERE MORE OBVIOUS LEANINGS OF THE FALL

THEORY TOWARD THE D0cTRINE OF THE "YETZER" WHICH IS CONTAINED IN

BOTH 2 BARUCH AND 4 EZRA.

2 BARUCH ADMitS THAT ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION WAS THE STARTING

POINT IN A LONG SERIES OF EXTERNAL AND MATERIAL DISASTERS} PARTICULARLY

IN THE PREMATURE OC~URRENCE OF DEATH. THESE IDEAS ARE WELL SUB-

STANTJATED IN CHAPT~RS 48:42-Lf3 AND 56:5-6 WHERE IT IS STATED THAT}

"WHEN HE TRANSGRESS~D UNTIMELY DEATH CAME INTO BEING." ALSO, IN

. CONNECT ION vII TH THE STORY OF THE "LUSTFUL ANGELS, II 56: 10, THE AUTHOR

OF 2 BARUCH GIVES FURTHER TREATMENT CONCERNING THE EVILS THAT

RESULTED THROUGH ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION. THERE IS NO OBVIOUS ATTEMPT

TO UTILIZE THE IDEA OF THE "YETZER" IN THESE PASSAGES UNLESS THE

"PASSIONS OF PARENTS" WHICH WAS PRODUCED IN 56:6 WOULD BE UNDERSTOOD

AS THE EQUIVALENT oF' THE "YETZER." BUT THE FREEDOM GRANTED MAN IN

IMITATING ADAM'S SIN, WHICH IS CONTAINED IN 54:15, IS VERY NEAR THE

DOCTRINE PROFESSED 8Y THE RABBIS:



FOR THOUGH AD~M FIRST SINNED AND BROUGHT UNTIMELY
DEATH UPON ALU, YET THOSE WHO WERE BORN FROM HIM,

1

EACH ONE OF THEM HAS PREPARED FOR HIS O\·JN SOUL
TORMENT TO CO~E, AND AGAIN EACH ONE HAS CHOSEN FOR
HIMSELF GLORIES TO COME ...

THUS, ADAM'S SIN ONLY INTRODUCED PREMATURE DEATH AND IN NO WAY
1t

AFFECTED HIS DESCEND~NTS FREEDOM OF CHOICE.

THE AUTHOR OF 14 EZRA ACCEPTS THE RABBINICAL DOCTRINE OF

THE "YETZER" AND ALSd MAINTAINS THAT AFTER THE "FALL," THE "EVIL

TENDENCY" \vAS PASSED 'ON TO THE HUiviAN RACE. HERE, DEFINITELY IS

A FUSION OF THE "YET~ER" \-lITH THE ADAJ-I-THEORY. THAT IS, AT THE

MOMENT OF ADAM'S CRE~TION, THE "YETZER' WAS PLANTED IN HIS HEART

AND) THEN, BECA~E FI~ED AND HABITUAL BECAUSE OF THE FALL. ALSO,

THE "YETZER' IS HERE~ITARY IN THE HUMAN RACE AND IS COMMUNICATED

FROM ADAM TO HIS POS~ERITY BY PHYSICAL PROPOGATION. FOUR PASSAGES

MOST OSTENSIBLY CONT~INING THESE THOUGHTS SHOULD BE NOTED:

INFIRMITY
THE HE/,RT
THE EVIL
EVIL

OF HIM. THUS THE
LAW INDEED WAS IN
CONJUNCTION) WITH
DEPARTED, AND THE

FOR THE FIRST ADAiVI, CLOTHING HI~<ISELF \-IITH THE EVIL
HEART, TRANSG~ESSED AND WAS OVERCOME; AND LIKEWISE

I

ALSO ALL WHO ~ERE BORN
BECAME INVETERATE; THE
or THE PEOPLE" BUT (I N
GERM; SO WHAT ~AS GOOD
REMAINED ••. 5 .

FOR A GRAIN O~ EVIL SEED WAS SOWN IN THE HEART OF
ADM'i FROf-1 THE IBEGI NN I NG AND HOi·! MUCH FRUI T OF UN­
GODLINESS HAS IT PRODUCED UNTO THIS TIME, AND

6
SHALL

YET PRODUCE UNIT I L nJE THRESH lNG-FLOOR COi'·1E, ..

4
THIS OPINION OF 2 BARUCH APPEARS TO BE AN ATTACK UPON AND

REPUDIATION OF THE F~LL-THEORY AS PROPOSED IN 4 EZRA. AT LEAST THIS
TEACHING OF 2 BARUCH IS CONTROVERTED IN 4 EZRA.

6
l~ EZRA 1~ :30.



THEN SAID HE ~NTO ME: EVEN SO, ALSO, IS ISRAEL'S
PORT ION: FOR I:T ItJAS FOR THE I R SAKES I MADE THE

I
WORLD; BUT WH8N ADAM TRANSGRESSED MY STATUTES,
THEM WHICH HAd BEEN MADE WAS JUDGED, AND THEN THE
WAYS OF THIS WORLD BECAME NARROW AND SORROWFUL
AND PAINFUL AND FULL OF PERILS COUPLED WITH GREAT
TOILS ..• 7

AND I ANSWEREQ AND SAID: THIS IS MY FIRST AND LAST,

WORD; BETTER HAD IT BEEN THAT THE EARTH HAD NOT
PRODUCED ADAM,' OR ELSE, HAY I NG ONCE PRODUCED HIM,
(FOR THESE) Td HAVE RESTRAINED HIM FROM SINNING.
FOR HOItI DOES I'T PROF I T US ALL THAT I N THE PRESENT
WE MUST LIVE liN GRIEF AND AFTER DEATH LOOK FOR
PUNISHMENT? d THOU ADAM, WHAT HAST THOU DONE!

I
FOR THOUGH IT MAS THOU THAT SINNED, THE FALL ItIAS
NOT THINE ALO~§, BUT OURS ALSO ItIHO ARE THY
DESCENDANTS •..

THE FIRST nllo IPASSAGES CLEARLY STATE THAT THE HYETZERll

IS THE tl EVIL HEART" AiND THE "GRAIN OF EVIL SEED." THIS IS THE

STARTING POINT FROM ItI~JCH THE ItIORLD BECAME PAINFUL AND SORROWFUL

AS STATED IN PASSAGE THREE. THERE IS NO MENTION IN THE THIRD

PASSAGE CONCERNING THiE TRANSMISSION OF SIN. RATHER, IT IS STATED

THAT ADAM'S SIN WAS MIE RELY THE FIR STIN A LON G LI NE 0 F EVI LS •

HOItIEVER, THE FIRST ANb LAST PASSAGE IMPLIES THE TRANSMISSION OF

SIN FROM ADAM TO HIS pESCENDANTS.

ALTHOUGH ATTEM~TS ItIERE MADE ON THE PART OF SOME TO

AMALGAMATE THE ftYETZE,Rft AND l1FALL-THEORIES," THE COMPLEX ORGANIC

FUSION OF SUCH NEVER ACHIEVED ITS FULLNESS IN JUDAISM. THE ONLY

"IORK "/H I CH APPROX I Mt-.T'ES A COMPLETE FUS I ON OF THE llYETZER It
1>/1 TH THE

It FALL ft DOCTRINE CUU.jINATES IN THE EFFORTS OF 4 EZRA.

48

7
4 EZRA 7:11-12.

8
4 EZRA 7:116-118.
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