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1.
Community Problems and the Contribution the Church might make
toward their solution, _ - : .

i ) 1 1igi 1, social
Tt might seem from the foregoing that r§lig10us, moral, .
economicgand civie conditions, that is social conditions in the

broad sense, are fatrly satisfactory. Even though¥ th%s ware t;ue};v
there would be room fry improvement, but a close examination will . -

' satisfaction is based largely on negative rather than
ﬁivgiﬁiggig grounds., The purpose of this gection is to conB?Qe;
the problems and needs that have come to light in the foregolng
digscussion, and to seek to discover lines along which the ehurchv
may help to solve the problems and meet the needs. - .

1,Dezlining Population.

Ny ) o o
The cause of this seems to be %%B-foldrflrst, the cityward

movement, second the westward movement, third the Qeclining o
birth-rate. The cityward movement is due to a variety of causes:
among which may be mentioned better opportunityyfor making money
better educational opportunities, aesthetic advantages, (musicsal,
drama, etc) social and recreational privileges, higher standard of
living, in short dissatisfaction with the opportunities and g
conditions of farm and village life. It may seem at first that the
church can do little to better the ecomomic opportunities of the
rural community. It can emphasize that all is not gold that
glitters and that rural life at its best isffar better than city
life, There are university and aesth®tic advantages the country
cannot furnish but, otherwise,real advantagespossessed by the ecity
life is within reach of the rural communities. It may not be
possible to make a fortune farming or in a village industrial

~ life, but a most comfortable income can be obtainsd. Tre eity howme

has conveniences but all of these are available to the country

home, I know a home in the Township Pive niles from elesctriec

current, that has toilet, furnace, hot and cold water on tap and

electric light. Roads that are impassible at ceetai'}are a

~ hardship but the Good Roads Movement is sweeping the country, and

Townsend Township will have its main roads in first-class T

condition in a few years. The country school is sometimes :

dispargged. I am not sure that such is Just but in any case the

consolidated school removes the diadvantages. So¥me mesthetic

advantages may not be in immediate reach of many in the country

but the nearby cities are easy of access and mueh can- be doms by

use of local talent and visiting artists.

country is largely removed by the telephone
0 , 8ocial life

sufficlgnt;y full and yet centre around'that which i:agg?gfﬁ;de

and upllf?lng. Recreation will be treated later but each church

can make its grounds a cormunity centre for recreation in the

summer and its buildings in the winter, The task of the church

Seems 9§v1ous. It is to so g¢entee into the 1ife of its

community that it leads to communtiy betterment by the introduction

of conditions that are wholesome and wi 1
degirable to the young people. oot make the country seem

: The long hours of labor
to the eight to ten hour day of the city,drives some frggo€£ared
country. The inereasing use of machine ]

are effecting a change in ¥y end broadened int

upon this subjeect might we
societies.
to see both

this respect. Discussions in publie

11 be conductea by young peo
The Church, Frmer's Club ete . and Woﬁig ﬁzigsall

sldes of the question T
» The practise g
= employing

elligence

T
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help only in the summer is also a serious hindrance to retaining
not only the hired man but the farmers sons themselves.The '
depletion of timber has taken away winter erployment, but greater
attention to daxirying and stock-raising would compensate and the
echurch can lead the people %o see the advantage of such.

The Westward movement has never,%%fected Townsend to any

appreciable extent. Its power is due to the cheap and more _
productive lands of the West. It would seem to have largely
spent itself as Western land has increased in value, and farming
become more remunerative in the East, A good farmer in the
Towmship of TownSenQon a fair average farm,is fairly sure of an
income of $1500 and 'some make $4000, Those who do not, have either
poor farms, farms that need draining, or are poor farmers., I know
a farmer who thenty-five years ago, was a renter with no capital
but who to-day has one of the best farms in the Township and money
to spare. This is connected with the problem of decreasing
productivity and will be treated more in detail there, But so
far as it is related to the young people leaving the farm this
ought to be recogpnized. Many pmmpdmxk farmers treat the young
people as hired help, so far as work &s concerned, and as shildren
g0 far as pay is concerned., A few addresses along the line of
"Phe Farm & Joint Stock Company'" would open the eyes of the
parents to the need of partnership in the farm industry. The
giving of a definite percentage is done in some cases that I know
and seems to be fairly satisfacbory.

The deeling birth-rate is perhaps the most serious cause,

so far as Townsend is concerned, of the deelining population, A
typical illustration may make this clear, "I asked a farmer,"How
- many were in your family?" "Ten" was the reply."How many in your

wife's family?" "Twelve" was the reply. He had two children and
& good farm and comfortable income., The twenty-two children on
both sides had an average of between one and two, The roots.of
this so far as I can discern, are first economic, that is people
are more selfish, do not wish to be burdened by a large family,

Itcosts more to live and children are regarded as an Zncumbrance . -

- interfering with the social 1life in other ways., By inculcéting'?r;';

ungelfishness, simplieity of life and promoting saner ideas of

~ home 1life the church may help to remove this root. The commection -

may not be very apparent but a conversation has given me food for
thought along this line. We were speaking of the age of a '
certain person when one remarked “He is --years.
he was a Ridder(not the name) baby". I asked for an eXplanation
andnwas told that an Evangelist by the above name had held
revival meefings in a certain church when the people had been
mlghtlly stirred., Within a year afterwards nearly every home
was exhibiting a new baby. Itmay have been nerely a coincidence
: bu? I have a conviction that a real revival of religion would

take. away many of our "modern" ideas and have some such result

‘ The_sepond root is closely allied end nmay be>called )

character, To be frank we must acknowledge that women in these
days are not as willing as in the dsys gone by, to suffer the
pains of maternity, This is closely allied with the character

I remember because
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deterioration in $he peonle that is claimed by many, and will
be considered in connection with that subject.

The third root is physical., It seems bsyond ques»10n that
the wwomen of to-day are not as physically capable of raising & 7
large family as were our grandmothers., Saner views of 1life with
opportunities for recreation will react, and result in greater
physical fitness, Such teaching and dolng ought to be a part of
the rural church's programme as will appear later. - '

The second problem, V1z shortage of help, from our survey,
is largely an outgrowth of the fermer, accentuated at the present
of course by the war, Emergency measures such as the 5.0.8.
movement and village and city movement to.aid the farmers with
_ adult help in the harvest season ought to recelve not only the
co-operation of the church, but might well be led by them, Bhe -
era of 1ndustr1a1 depression which is likely in some measure at
least to follow the war, will help solve this problem, but the

root of the trouble can be remedied only by increasing the populatlon

by birth rate, by holding those in the country on the farms,
throughﬁ better living conditions, and by attractlng to the country
those who are in city occupations. The first two have perhaps
been sufficiently discussed, the last is more difficult and
requires co-operation as well as patience, As farming conditions
improve, becoming more remunerative and life more livable, many
will prefer the coundry., But a cooperation between country
chureh and eity chuireh would help. The country church would
lead the farming community to see the advantage of eaech farm
needing help having a house, comfortable and with at leas¥g
ordinary conveniences where a wvity family might live. Xhe city
church could cooperate by regecommending families of suitable
character who would adopt themselves to coundry life and desire
the ehange, Farms that are too large might be divided and a
seftler partly financed until established. ~

- The shortage of help in the village is also a serious draw-

back. The factory cannot obtain half the help it needs, Cooperation

as above would help here also. It would Beem largely a matter for

the local Board of Trade, but the local ministers could counsel
“with them and aid them in their considerations, .

: Decreasing productivity is a third problen,: and it is

intimately related to the tws just discuesed. While some clainm

that as good crops as ever can be raised, it is admitted by all

that to do so it requires more careful cultivation . It is
probable that there is real soil depletion - which can be

remedied only by stock-raising. But the great cause is generally

get down as changing seasons. The extremes are greater than they
once were, and the periods of drought and wet weather are riore
protracted, The spring is laeter and the atmosphere far less -
~bhumid, The result is that the seeding is later and the growth
less rapid and luxurlant. Spring wheat is a thing althoether of
the past and fall wheat!’fast beconing of little value for bread
- flour, The ultlmate cause of these changkmg seasons Seem to be
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the dépletion of the timber areas, and the greater attention to

drainage. The former acts in & two-fold way, fi?st by removing

the reservoirs of moisture, and second by throwing the country -

oven to the influences oFf the climate conditions of more remote

distriocts, such as the West. Drainage of most of the land is‘

doubtless of greatest value, but there is drainage that.effects

swamps snd marsh areas, and results in not only less moisture

Por steady evaporation in the sumner but repafds the growth of

the timber that requires rmch moisture..Blac§ Ash is almogt extinct

while the growth of all lowland timber is notg half as rapid as _

Pifty years ago. It is surely within the realm of the church that

would serve its community to assist in an understanding of the

best methods of meeting this problem, eilther through its own

~ ‘iniative or through the farmer's club,. o

' A Pourth problem closely related to all of these is the

- comparatively unremuneratiqgmgharacter of farming. Som? farms do

“well but the average earning,is only three percent on investment,
The middleman and distributors are able to make fortunes by gauging

" the farmer on the right hand and the consumer on the left. Tarmers

are notoriously weak in cooperation. The reasons nsed scarcely be

discussed, and there is room for discussion as to the highest eth-

ical attitude in the matter., But the only practical way of meeting

the problem at_present seems to be along the line of copoperative

buying and selling, elimating as far as possible, the middlemen.

State control of the distributor, the speculator and the manufacturer

by elimating unneccesary and harmful competion, and preventing a

price Fixing that gives more than fair profit will probably be more

and more depended upon., The rural church ought to enter

sympathetically with the farmer in his effort to obftain a fairer

share of the results of his hard labor. At the same time it nmedd’
to stimulate the altruistic spirit so that the farmer does not

- grow into the sins of the selfish capitalist., There is room for

improvenent in labor conditions in the village though the :

comparatively high rate the railroad men are able to compel sets

a standard in days of labor shortage at least for other classes of
~labor. The wage scale seems too low and the hours of labor too

- long. And there are other injustices that a church, sympathetic,

- ..to the laboring-classes, could help to remove. e .

S There are ‘many minor problems of an ecoriomical nature in
~rural ‘1ife, such as the disease that is killing the bigch trees,

which a sympathetic church directly or indirectl¥.Help to solve.

1Y

The problems of a moral and civic nature do not seem to be,

i,v at first thought, particularly serious. The claim is made however
. that the fibre of character is deteriorating, that each succeeding

generation possesses less force and integrity and capacity for =k
"gtrong constructiva work. This may be a looking back to the
"Golden Days®, on the part of the older men of the present
‘generation, But there seems to be some real ground on which to
rest the claim., If so it is the result provably of a three-

fold cause. The drainage to the city and the West takes the
bolder and more forceful spirits Pfirst, for modern conditions of
life withnits less intense struggle for an existence does not
tend to develope strong character. The pioneers labored hard

T
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and to succeed were compelled to husband every effort and every

cent. Their children entered into the frult of their labor and
spend what thier fathers earned. Character 1like other things seem
to deteriorate with the passage of time. Stock runs oul, Luxury
and eagse emmervate. But the leadership is not of the high herioce
type of our fathers., In the ministry were men of deep convictions .
sturdy character, and of a sacrificial spirit. To check this
deterioration is a tremendous, but most important task. The rural
church, be™it said with all kindness,has been served by third rate
men in the main. This side of it will be discussed when the
question.of pastoral leadership is under copgideration, ~But it is
avident exident that character is partly heritary and partly the
effect of: environment, The former is largely out of our immediate
conbrol, bubt the envionment can be changed. The unwholesome '
conditiona, such as the saloon, have been largely removed, but
there is need of constructive work, A minister sald in response
to my testimony as to the moral character of the comrmnity-"Yes
“but they are really pagans., They have no breadth of vision, no
conception of the higher and loftier things bound up in life,.®
There is unquestionably considerable truth in this assertion, but
strong leadership by a pastor of high character and attainments
and constructive work of a Spiritual and social nature will, with
patience accomplish much. s

The value of books is recogonized by all. Why should not the
Sunday School Library, as well as the village library be made a
strong culbural character-building force, and at the same time a
- gource of information of economic value, The village library is
of 1little value. There is needed in the village & building that
will not only house the books, and a reading room but will provide
gome indoor recreational features. But there is equally needed a
high-class librarian, one who has the spirit and the vision to
realize that mission. Th S.S.libraries in the countby centres
could be coordinated with this or made supplementary to it., This
is a sphere of serviece of utmost value to the community and one
in which the ministers amd churches are particularly adapted for
leadership. - B ~ ‘ _ o
g Closely allied to this is the guestion of physical -and
- social recreation,: -There is here a field of service anmongst all
‘ages, The boys and girls under twelve years of age could be so
directed in their play that the character building value of
group gamesg, properly directed, would be conserved. The same is
true of the boys and girls of thirteento sixteen years. The
school teacher would seem to be largely the key Ho the situation
for these ages. What is needed in most cases is someone to open
their eyes to the possibilities. the lady beacher in a country
. 8chool is of course &t a disadvantage, and in this the -

congolidated school would have an advantage. There are at present

no young men ox women in the village whose time is not fully
occupied during the winter but when normel conditions ars restored
there should be, both in the village and the country centres,a
community playground. There should be commected with this &
community social centre, where under proper chaperonage and
leadership, young men and women could meet, and find that
recreation, together or seperate, that youth requires. Along
with this, however, the home as a social centre should be

Omphasized.,

T
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There well might be combined such ecoromic educational features

as would be particularly valueble to rural youbh, as book-keeping
value of soils ete. : 4

- This brings us to the more strietly religious problems.Of
these the most vital is the spititual life of the churches, Bhe

" power of regemeration and close fellowship with God to shape

character, and to develope altruism can scarcely be over-estimated.
The Spiritual is after all the source of the highest and holiest
endeavor, While church attendence in Townsend may not be greatly
decreased in proportion to population, and much of the old
evangelical fervor remains, it is t0-be feared that Spiritual

1ife is not as deep and as far reaching in its manifestation as it
ought to be. The trend of the times seen to be away from the -
spiritual. Sunday motoring to a near-by holiday resort or to the

- city, Sunday dinner parties, and the general laxity of Sabbath -

- .Por bible study and meditation..

observance along with the materialism of the day seem to be the
great foes of deep spiritual life. The ministers are themselves
not as spiritual as they should be. %They are handicapped in many
ways, some have such an extended field of labor that little more
can be done thah hold the ground. Imagine & man trying to impress
the gpiritual life of a cornmunity scattered over an erea of one
hundred and fifty square miles. The sslaries are in most cases
altogether inadequate to enable the men to do efficient work. There
is however, & disposition on the part of the people to recogonize
the necessity of allowing a minister more than a bare existence,
An automobile could be used to splendid advantage by ell the men,
but not one is able to afford it. Forxthose with one church a horse
and rig may suffice, but to drive thirty miles on a Sunday and ‘
attempt to do real pastoral visitation , along with community
service in two or three churches covering an erea of one hundred
to one hundred and fifty square miles would keep a man on the

road or doing chores all the time, The personal touch, that is so
essential for the spiritual results is either largely impossible
or the minister's own spiritual life is dwarfed by lack of time

. There is a great meed for & more intelligent application

"of the principles of religioms education. Townsend is a front-line

- Township, and perhaps deserves to be classed among the best.

N . . .
-use, to some extent, in three of the schools, buthere is no

feacher-training is participated in & about hal® the scnools and
8ll the schools are Pfairly well graded, The graded lessons are in
thorough going appreciation of the principles of religioms
education and practically no effort to corelate the educational
work of the various church organizations, Since the Chureh service
follows the S. S, service in all but Hime—in three of the mwxwism.
churches, the attendence of boys and girls in the country at the
cihmrch service is good. This could scarcely be said of the village
churches. The united service scheme night be a help in spite of its
obvious disadvantages. The introductliong o;é a special Ffeature of
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interest to the boys and girls, seems to prolong the period unduly,

i falli int eglect apd some method of
gggtg%'%éyi egrlguggigtu%inén§br_l% ?sgurgen%%y neSdQ@ﬁ-,;, .

.. mownsefd is fortunate in having minist;;svzho are
e or r reared but this advantage is offget in '
gé%%?%i %gyg?ungrﬂave already mentioned tvo ext?ndgd_flelds
.and inadequate salaries, The short termis a distinet loss
one field, a Methodist.is holding th; pgésent pastg? hale
gar, His predecessor remained a year and a 2y
’ %?%yp%ggegessor two ?ears.a:d Only one pastor hag served for .
‘more than five years, In the country two years is the
longest term of the present pastor, The academlg training
. has been long enough probably in every case but it has had
. practically no special reference To %the work of the rural
~minister. In only two instances does overlapping prevent
the pastor performing the fullest community service in the
country churches., In one other instance the situation
would ge improved by the remoeal of the church to a different
location. The village is theoretically overcimrched., Three

churches with seatin§ accormodation for twelve hundred for
a constitutency of Iittle more,seems about two, too many.

Whether one church wonld actually meet the needs of the
commmunity better would depend on many factors. The prospect
is alluring but many supdPle deangers lie in the path. ,
The spirit of co-operation is .as already intimated,

very encouraging. But it is largely & spirlit awaiting
leadership to move it to definite action, The churches

work together in splendid harmony. The home visitation

campaign was conducted in a beautiful spirit, A village
patriotiec society and the W.C.T.U. embrace all and ehurch
adherence cauges no distinction. But these are movements
outside the churchgs sphere though led by the leaders in :
.the church work, An interchurch federgtion that would enable the

churches to present a solid front to anything detrimental to the

community's interest and to take united action to conpass
such ends as are desirable for the community,would have a
- large sphere of activity. There are many things a single
church can scarcely do but which a group of clurches can
easlily acconplish, o : o . -

The chmrches and the homes are rather closely
linked together by the cradle and home department in the
Sunday School as well asy by the representation from alimost
every home in the sunday school proper and in one of the
various church organizations., Yet it is true that the
church shows very little interest in the home, as a home
outside of its being a source of material for Ffilling
up the ranks of the sunday school and church. It is
doutful, if for example, & book on Home Beautifying or

the Home Gardem could be found in & sunday school Libraby
in the Township.

T IO
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The Church snd the Publie or High Schools have nok dire?t
commection. The matter of religious teaching in the scpool is
s somewhat thorny and debated subject, but the churches could
well take advantage of the privileges allowed py the sghool law
and regularly conduct classes that would give instruction on the
non-controversidd points of the main Protestant denominations.
But cooperation should go further and encourage, if not }ead in
a movement for better buildings and equipnent, bet?e? paid and
better qualified teachers, teachers who have the vision of the
possibilities of the rural school as well as the training to
translate the vision into reality. P

There -is raomsfor closer cooperation between the churghes
and civie organizations. The opening of a political meeting by
scripture reading and prayer may be greeted by cries of »
"Hypocrisy®. But this is a stlgma on political parties that
needs removing. If the13.S.Senate is moved by the earnest _
prayer of it's Chaplain, as on a recent occassion,why should not the:
village o Township Council have its deliberations opened with
prayer? Why should not our rural churches actively cooperate with
the Farmer's Clubs, the Publie Library, The Musical Organizations
and other organizations, that make for community betterment?

The great problenm that underlies all these questions is that
of Leadership. Our rural districts have within them pmssTkidiftiwx
wonderful possibilities. They are responsive to the call of high
and holy endeavor, but are largely as sheep without a shepherd.
Their call i "Give us leaders.," Leaders may be found in the ranks
of the enterprising Pfarmers, the store-keepers, the professional -
men, as doectors, teachers, the editor, the librariam, or amongst
the ministers. The last is from our view-point the key to the
others., But fortunate is the community that has laymen or women
of high intelligence and training who have the cormmunity vision
and spirit, and are willing to spend and be spent for the -
community's good. - : ‘

S The rural minister is in the most advantageous place of all
for leadership. He should be a man reared.in.tﬁa country, or one
- with such-predelections for country life that he readily adapts
“himself to and familiarizes himself with the %onﬁitions of rural
life. The country sends its best to the : and the
universities,but few return. The spirit created is averse to :
rural life. This of course is not done with malice aforethought.,
But surely it is time that our colleges set themselves to '
create the spirit of rural service. They could do much to
direct attention to the need of the country and to create the
vision of its wonderful opportunities for life investment. And

this applies not merely to students for the ministry, but for
all r¥anks. ' .

Th rural minister needs to be well trained and speciallH
trained. No people are more appreciative of good preaching and

T VTHAR



| i . The rural preacher who would do
teﬁ%h%gékfgigttgg g%gi%u§§i§ ﬁri?ned in agl the essentials
%gr his successful pastorate anywhere. The country has heen
blessed with many able and Godly men but speaking general%y
'the country church has been et most a stepping stoni for.the
bright cépable man to reach a city chureh and too often it hes
been the dumping place for those who could not succeeé& elsewhere
Por lack of training or talent.  The country church ha?rnot
thought itself. able to pay the price and meny men think the
opportunity is not. equal to that of a.clty chq:ch. But once
our young men get the vision of commgnlty service, they w1ll
see that for intensive and real lasting work an@ work that
constantly repeats itself, there is no opportunity like that. -
of a church unhampered in a small rural centre surrgupded by a
fair average farming constiutency. - But the rural ninister.
needs not only to be well trained and to possess the vision
but he needs special traijing in the technique of co'qynlty‘
service. The urban minister with good preaching &@blility .
and fair executive capacity is falrly sure of success., . -7
RBut the rural minister who would serve his comrunity S
along social as well as spiwitual lines must be familiar
with the latest research along agricultural lines. Ie
should be able to corduct a class in manual training, :
direct the recreation of girls and. boys, teach the elements
of good business and ¥%'the many details that are -
peculiar to well ordered rural life,not that he will do alk
these things himself but he must largely blaze his own trail
and be the instructor of those who lead in the various
agtivities. There is urgent need of some radical changes in
magxthe training of our ministers swlong pastoral lines, at
least. Some advance has been made of recent years but there
remains much more to be done  W.X.Tate in an aldress on
Church and Country Life, page 167, cleins that the training
of tle country ministers should include the following
" ®The sciences undoerlinyg farm life, especially the
biological sciences; enough agriculture to sllow the free
use of this subject as a source of illustration; constructive
rural soceiclogy; rural recreation; a study of the rmxml
changing ideels of rural education; rural economics,
especially as it relates to rural organization". He
‘has certainly not understated the requirements, o

T The conditions which make impossible
-afficlent and effective leadership must be removed.

No man can minister to more than two churches unless

‘he has a staff of assistants. The larger Benzonia ‘
parish desceribed in the @hurch and Qountry life, page 97,

is the most interesting example of what can be done by

that method which has the advantages of greater centralization, .
We might mention overlapping in this connection.,  The day
may never come when there will be when—there—wilil-—Pbe but

one denomination hut an interchange of stations ought to

be possible that will banish duplication of building, - :
ejuipment,service, ebtc., and the antagonism so often felt -
by churches so situated, that there is scarcely room for one,
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The community would be the gainer, if ?or.efamp;eithgigapglsts
withdrew from Round Plains and the Methodists from zl a'zova.
I1f, however, the church cannot.be thg comunity cen ie,tl ¢ ohod
cen be a community centre,provided the pagtor was po; stretched
co thin that he nad no weight on any particular polnv.

4 In-adequate salar%es mean lois in gigiiign%%g
; 1g fairly Ffortunate in this respect &s coOr -
g%ﬁﬁ?:?d lgutaa sglary sufficient to gnable phe pastor to
possess an automovile would be a distinct gain. ge needs to
purchase books and magazines that are of special vaiue to the
rural minister. He ought to be able to attend theLguelph
Summer session, as well as Farmers Institg?i and other
confarences where the probplems of rural liTe, recelvs ..
special study. His home ought to be not only a model . .
country home but a rural social centre, An acre of Jand
attached to the parsonage ground would proylde a sart ...
of experimental agricultural sbation tut tngse a;l S
mean outlay to the minister, for which the irmediate returns
might not seem large, - The partial help of a stenographer
would in time become & necessity, The short pastorate -
must ceagse %o be. The organization of a rural community
centres far more in one man than that of the city. It
directs not merely its inspiration but its direction
and cohesion®™%® most cases from a single individual.
That man is usually the pastor. If he stays two years
. he has only time to get acquaihnted with his:i field and
get a start at organization, The third year may find
it feirdly-completeieThe fourth year it begins to
really accomplish things but a decade is scarcely long
enough to establish, The short pastorate is due almost
- altogether to the foregoing conditions, Some can not stand
the physical strains of the long drives and others will '
not spend their lives attempting to stretch themselves
over a territory so extended that they canndt hope to
more than scratch its surface. We are losing this spring
one who has been settled only & year. He is one of B
the best that has come. into.the Township but he will
not spend himself o no purpose, The salary is so
inadequate in most rural churches that a man can scarcely
. live out of debt and . who is there t o blame & man if he. lstens

to the Sirens-voice and goes up higher to the large town o

or city that at Il ast gives him a respectable liwlihood,
The lack of social contact may be mentioned as another .
reason but this and many others are due to the fact that
the rural community is so largely unorganized, The

people perish for lack of vision expressed in terms of .
leaderghip, '

: The question of finance miooms large at .
first. Community service work involves expenditure ~
but so far as Townsend is concerned, there is plenty of
money wikhin its own constitutency to carry out any

desirable scheme and the people will respond to any
reasonable appeals,



~eritical and growing more and more s0 but with wise

+ .. speed the day. -

Afew words of explanatlion may be permiﬁteé in.%onﬁlgs%on.
£he title of this papey~"The Church in QJRura}'Coumpp% yzﬁ ma{
seem oo broad, It is True fthav & definite rurul communifj, vtz% .
Townsend Township has been in ménd and care has been @a en no f‘o
lay down general prineiples. At the same time there is conviction
that all rural communities are much alike, and that the problems

- of Townsend townshlp are essentially the problems of all rural

constituencies. .There will be variations caused by varying local
conditions-that can be determired only by a local survey. Because
of the limited scope no apbempt has been mads to lay down rules
for survey work. ‘ In ary case these are so well established oy ,
expa rta that Xesxxsormrsamio .0, 5. 0. 9.0 5. D, treatment here ls D.Ojb 1‘ e gulr ed.
It might be objected that the programme has not veen sufficiently
definitely outlined. This is due largely to the fact that what

. has been attempted is not a treatise, but a study, and not a = -
“gtudy of one centre but of a gropp of centres, Each one of which

would need to work out its own local programe. - A general programme,
that could be easily adapted to local needs will be found in the
"Church and Country Life® (Pg.l113). Books and pamphlets now A
sbound in such numbers that anyone can easily acquaint themselves
with the general principles. Some might objeet that the programme
suggested is too large. . If, what has been said, be interrupted .

“that the Church and its Pastor is carrying out the program, the

objection may be valid, But the policy of the Church should be

to inspire and co-operate where ever possible, rather than
instigate. :

_ Space will not permit one to dislate on the
possibilities or to picture the visions that arise. But %o
the writer it appears that for a man who has the physical’
strength and elemental qualifications, no nobler sphere
for a life investment could be found. The situation is

aggressive action it may be saved and our rural churches

take their old time place as the nurseries for the national

leaders in all spheres of activities and our rural communities
become delightsome places in which to live and work, God



