ST. PAUL'S: A GERMAN CANADIAN

RURAL COMMUNITY



ST. PAUL'S: A GERMAN CANADIAN

RURAL COMMUNITY

By

WILLIAM VICTOR MAINE, B.A.

A Thesis
Submitted to the School of Gr*adﬁate Studies
: i‘n Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements
for the Degree |

Master of Arts .

McMaster University

(September) 1971

tL URSECE

i

ot

s ’.,:"(;,'.g('ﬁ

!



MASTEROVF ARTS (1971)

TITLE: ST. PAUL'S: A GERI\/\AN CANADIAN RURAL Cd\/\l\/\UNITY
AUTHOR: William Virctor* Maine, B.A. (McMaster University)
SUPVER\/ISOR: VI\/\r‘.'C. E. Stortroen

NUMBER OF PAGES: i, 8'7.

SCOPE AND CONTENTS: |

This thesis presents an ethnographic account of the rural
community of St. Paul's in Grey County, Ontario, Canada. [t proposes
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existence because of its predominantly primary economic relationships,
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felt by the members. ' ’ '

The proposal argues that St. Paul's will cease to be a
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INTRODUC TIGN

The material for this paper has been gathered over a period of
many years beginning in October 1952. My residence in the geographical
area of this community haé been continuous with the exceptién of five
years (September 1965 to June 1970). During this period community
contact was maintained through the summer months.

St. Denis (Miner, 1939), Plainville U.S.A., (West, 1945) and
Plainville Fifteen Years Later (Gallaher, 1961) sparked my initial
interest in rural studies. The data has been accumulated through
per‘sohal obser‘vation, conyersation with community members and
participation in both sociél and economic act.ivities. Much of the infor-
mation with respect to the physical operation of the church was received
f’ﬁom Rev. F. W. Haak, the present pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church.

Tﬁaditionaﬂy, this community‘.has had its economic,; base rooted
in agriculture, Until very recently all three méjor‘ criteria for a
successful agricultural economy (land, labour and capital) were present
in étr‘ength but the need for greater cap{tal. reserves has become critical
as the community has evolved from a collection of small Family farms
to specialized farming enter‘pr‘iées dependent upon the services of
specialists and serving impersonal urban markets. Moreover capital
expenditure for machinery has necessitated large individual land holdings.
No shortage of physical arable land exists but there persists a shortage

£ o e 3 s ¥e Il
o

= 1 s .
of capital for individua ny farmers would

HR R vV

L e i



places for their children on the land if this critical land capital shortage
could be overcome.

A critical shortage of working capital has also wrought changes
in the number-‘s and types of community social institutions. For example,
at its inception fhis community was a close knit German ethnic group
sharing a common 1anguage and r‘eligioh in which families worked
together in a series of co~operative economic enterprises. The
foregoing factors rendered the community almost economically independent
of technical specialists and Iarge urban centred ‘mar*kets .

The acceptance of mechanized farming practices destroyed the
economic independence of the family farm unit an’d forced the dispersal
of many young family members to otherﬂ_non—agr‘icultur‘alb occupations.,
Mechanization also destroyed co—operative labour among the families,
alghough for a brief period it has stimulated this activity. Loss of the
co-operative labour structure irreparably damaged the prirhar‘y
relationship associations among community mémber‘s .

As families acquired éutomobiles and telephones, their geographical
horizons broadened. The small vﬂlages were largely foresaken as
econo.mi'c Centr‘eé in favour éf larger urban shopping and recreation
centres. Also, mass media entertainment, radios, television and
delivery of daily city papers, resulted in a shift from community centred
sociél events to a preference for commercial entertainment,

Mass media entertainment also changed asefhic and dietary

preferences such as reliance on family processed meat, and home

.



production of bakery goods and preserves. A knowledgé of and a preference
for advertised foods developed and convenience foods are now commonly
found in most community homes. Reading (novels, biographies, detective
and wesfer*n stories) has never been a popu]:ar‘ pastime in St. Paul's
but television using these themes has been readily accepted. However,
tﬁe preference in T:.V. pr‘ogfamming leans to 1ight musical entertainment
(mainly local country and western programmes) religion, and uncomplicated
drama features. A few‘ farm families watch agricultural programmes
regularly but bauet, classical music, opera, heavy drama, and
documentaries are not generally accepted. Hockey telecaéts are
popglar‘ but most other qurts features are not understood.

Central education at the elementary level has resulted in the
closing of the community school this ending the autonomous control
enjoyed by the local three man school board. School centered social
institutions (the Christmas concert, parties, etc.) also disappeared at .-
t:his juncture,

Entrance into th‘e. imper:sonal competitive and césh oriented urban
market, loss of community youth to other occupations, abandonment of
the neighbourhood social cir*é:les, loss of the local school, and suppression
of ethnicity by governments and neighbours r‘esult'ed‘ in a numerical
decline of persons using the German tongue. This flight fr‘omrthe ethnic
tongue is particularily marked in the youth.

Church congr‘egatiolnal cohesion remains as the strong unifying
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element of the community. The economic changes and the accompanying
social alternations have not vet prer*meated the face-to~face relationships
which characterize the local church government.. Alone among all

other cohesive elements, church membership unity remains relatively
intact. Should the religious cohesiveness of the community be dissolved
no vestige of community life ér spirit shall remain and St. Paul's
community will becomé merely a non—descript unit of the large
commer‘ci«a‘Uy oriented Canadian rural economy.

I should like at this juncture to make a few statementé regarding
the people of St. Pau_l's. (Hereafter tﬁe con;\m_unity will be called St.
Paul"s after the church centre.)

St. Paul's is traditionally 'a Ge}‘man speaking corhmunity which
retains maﬁy.of the customs brought from Europe and. Pennsylrvania.
During their residence jn Normanby Township these people have been the
object of a great deal of petﬂsecutioh which served to unify tﬁem more
strongly and at times excluded non—-German strangers.

These people are now, as in the past, very thr‘ifty and efﬁcierﬁ
farmers. During the early days of :set’tlemént in Norménby these tr*ai-ts
soon gained for the "Germa‘ns" the best farmland which they gener*all'y
acquired by dispossessing some less efﬁ'cien’; indivianl of another
. ethnic group. A popula'r‘ notion expressed by St, Paul's members for

this phenbmena is that the less efficient groups were given to alcoholism
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and laziness. Animosity, s:gépicioh, feayr‘,‘,andfjgal;q,lsy by other groups
toward the Germans resulted as the German Faf'_‘m’s;.-ﬁ_)r‘osper‘ed .

the First \N_orld War.and in the years: immediately

even those whose n es wé;r‘e 'G"éi*man in origin were the targets of ill
treatment outside the German communities.

A progressive mechant in Neustadt fells the following story:
Otto's father went to Chesley'during this period. (Post 1914) on business
and unfortunately for him he spoke English with Aa thick G-errman accent.
When the .1oca1 patriots of Chesley heard his accent'and. discoVer‘éd his
German name, he was subjected to stinging insults, seized by some of
the local c'itizens, forced to walk down the main street of the village
draped in a Union-dack, driven to his knees and compelled to kiss the
flag. Their demonstration was accompanied by a chorus of cat-;cjalls.
and insults éuch as "Fritzy Boy", "Kraut", and a variety of obs-cenity.
Finally he was eséor*ted out of town suffering under a barrage of eggs .
aﬁd vegetables and given a "healthy'" start down the C.N.R, track.
Boasting b‘y members of other ethnic groups in the surrounding areas . |

about how they put those "damned square heads' in their place during

this period can still be heard.

The period between the First and Second Wor‘lql;;, rs was peaceful

for the German Comm‘\.—"hi.ty-fbut g HEGT Fiburst forth
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again during the Second World War.

F’er‘secution.pr*ezvented St. Paul's from contributing many men
to the war effort in 19214, but their food production.was important and
a few individuals anglicized their names to work in defense plants.

During the Second World War most of the eligible young men
became soldiers but many of these encountered difficulty in their army
careér‘s. One man pr‘oved to be a very bright soldier and expr‘esse‘d a
desire to go to Officer Candidate School. His sergeant Wouldn't sign
his application because, 'He wasn't going to serve under any 'square
head" officer."

The result of incidents such as those cited above through four or
five gener‘ations. of these people, caused them‘to become one of the most
closely knit ethnic groups in Ontario.

The general subject of this paper is a short ethnological description
of a small rural community located in Southwestern Southern Ontario
and a discussion of the economic and social alterations taking place
-within it as it becomes more a part of the provincial and national economies
and adopts mechanized farming and other modern techl;wical devices., fhis
communi’gy was chosen for‘ its small size and ethnic background which
renders observation of changes in the culture more distinct.

Through the course of the déscr*iption 1 shall show how the community
with its economic base in agriculture has evolved from a stable self

sufficient economic entity whose member‘s enjoyed - -among themselves
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a series of primary relationships encompassing their occupational,
religious and social activities tied together by close bonds of kinship
and reiigion to a modern Canadian rural community participating in the
imper‘s‘onal national economy dominated by specialists and secondary
social relationships.

Chapter One is a short geographical survey of the Township of

"Normanby, Grey County, Ontario as well as a brief historical sketch
of the settlement of the area.

In Chapter Two the economic foundation of St. Paul's based upon
agr-‘icultur*e is described. Here the effect of the growth of local industry
on the social and economic institutions of the community is examined
as well as the impact of mechanized agricultural practices upon family
and co-operative 1ébour‘. enterprises. Included are descriptions of five
co-operative labour activities, ice cutﬁng, wood cutting, the making of
maple products, threshing and butchering. The description of home
prepared foods illustrates the closeness which the community had with
its _pr‘oducts before c.ash dealing became the dominant economic pattern.

In Chapter Three the Church as a political institution and an-agent
of social cdhesivenes's for the community is described. A brief history
of St. Paul's Church is Foliowed by a summary of some of the activities
carried on by the organizations contained within the church as a whole

and the role of St. Paul's church in the lives of the congregation.
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A description of the attitudes displayed by the people with respect
to kin relations is discussed in Chapter* Four., Kinship is one of the
major elements within the community which tends to bind it together
as a social unit. An examplne of the marriage alliances which unites
four families is cited to illustrate this point.

A brief description of the major social activities of the St. Paul's
community is given in Chapter Five. Wedding and funeral activities
are included because these activities become pur‘e_ly sociai gatherings
at the conclusion of the religious ceremonies involved. Because of the
intensity of summer work in St. Paul's (in the past as well as the present)
few soc:ial activities other than those invol-ving co—-operative labour are
common then. Because the school was in the past a centre of social
activity, a short description of this institution and education within thé
family is included here.

Chapter Six discusses past and current problems which St. Paul's
has and is exper*ier_jcing as a recognizable community. Included is a
discussion of social and economic changes as a result of the adoption
of mechanized farming, the automobile and television.

The imp_act of broader horizons as a result of géographical mobility
among the youth of the community as well as changing attitudes toward
agriculture by this group is also examined. Examples of changes
in the ethnic base of the community (loss of language émd new food

preferences) are cited. Unity of the church congregation is the last
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remaining cohesive element for the community and a suggestion is made
concerning St. PPaul's future as a community should the church dissolve.
This short ethnography traces the history of St. Paul's from its
inception to the present. Wherever possible the sequences of events
are presented in their order of occurrence but this pattern is sometimes

abandoned for clarity.
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CHAPTERTT
A SHORT SURVEY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF NORMANBY
AND THE VILLAGE OF NEUSTADT

Normanby Township is situated in the extreme south—-west corner
of the County of Grey, Province of Ontario, Canada., Its 67,000 acres
make it the County's third smallest Township. Bentick Township abuts
the northern boundary while Egremont Township, Carrick Township
and Minto Township touch its western, eastern and southern limits
respectively. - The'south branch of the Saugeen- River traverses the
Township through its south-western area. With its tributaries Meux
Creek and the Beéttie Saugeen this dr‘ainagé system is the major one in
the area. |

The topography of the Township displays many hills but is generally
inclined to gentle rolling land., The elevaﬁon at the extreme south—east
corner reaches 1,350 feet above sea level but the north—-western extremity
has an elevation of only 850 feet.

The soil is predominantly of a medium textured dzalimitic limestone
till, of the Harriston clay type, e.xl';ibiting good drainage, moderate
stoniness, and slight ac.:idity.' A slight deficiency in organic matter,
phosphorus and potash exists, rendering the application of commercial
fertilizers profitable for agriculture. On Harr*iéton clay soil the

indigenous forest cover was mainly of north temperate hardwood



interspersed with pine and hemlock, and in many low lying wet areas

small "swamps'" of white cedar are still to be found.

Soil Profile

(Generally in tilled areas)

TN

!
é___i
P

|

I

I

P
o

i
MR

3" dark grey loam

8-12" yellow brown loam

7-8" brown clay loam

yellow brown stoney calcarious till

(Frorm Soil Map of Grey County,
Ontario, Soil Report 17, Experimental
Farm Service Ottawa, 1958.)

At the time of the first survey (1841) when the Garafraxa Road

(Provincial Highway #6) was opened between the Townships of Egremont

and Normanby, only one concession was laid out in Nor‘ménby. In

1845 a second and third concession complete with lots was laid out.

These were termed the "Old Survey".

was not completed until 1852,

The final survey of the Township



The "Old Survey" divided the land into fifty acre lots, which were
given as free grants to seftler*s who reached the area by way of the
Garaffaxa Road as soon as i;c was ""Chopped out" in 1841. The remainder
of the Township was opened by the Government in 1856.

Initially, Normanby Township was svettled by German and Scottish .
migrants émd imrnigrants. Most of the former made their appearance
duriﬂgthe»year*s 1854-1856. Many of the German settlers were recent
immigrants from Europe but their descendants refer to themselves as
"Pennsylvania Dutch". (This term was originally used in the British
American Colonies before the American colonial rebellion of 1776 in-
reference to any speakers of German or Putch.) These German language
speakers soon became the masters of the most productive western and
southwestern areas of the Township.

Very early in its history the Township of Nor*marjby began producing
large quantities of dairy and poultry products and the arrival of the
raitway (Stratfo;ﬂd and Huron Railway)‘ in 1882 further stimu.lated the
production of these commodities by providing access to the urban markets.

By 1860 public education through the medium of one room ungraded
schools was available to the residents 61’ the Township. As well, a
variety of religious structures appeared. The latter were predominantly
the property of Lutheran or Presbyterian congregations,

The two main centres of population in the Township (the villagés of

Ayton and Neustadt) still serve as economic and social centres for the



rural residents of the Township but these functions have declined greaﬂy
in the recent past. In the very early days a number of smaller centres
also existed but these have become extinct except in name—-such as
Alsfeldt, Nanagh, Hampden and Calderwood.

The Village of Neustadt is located one—half mile from the boundary
separating Normanby Township in Grey Cdunty from Carrick in Bruce
County. Pronounced in the Ger*rﬁan di alect of the area, "Nay-Shtat" the
' name means literally "New Town"' and comprises 440 acres.

Meux C_kr*eek flows through the Western portion of the town, while
one—-half mile northwest the main course of the Southv Saugeen River
winds its way through agricultural land.

The original site of the village was uponrthe banks of the larger
water course northwest of the pr\esertﬂt.vﬂlage. In the former location
.in 1856 a grist mill, a woolen mill, a flax miﬁ, a hotel and a general
store were established. Appar‘ently the early settlers were not satisfied
with this commercial centre. 't was named Viel-Noethig (ie.: "much
needed"). The life of this centre was short when better water power
facilities on the smaller Meux Creek promoted the building in 1856-7.
of a flour and a grist mill on its banks. These enterprises were to be
the nucleus of "Nay-Shtat". (March, 1931; pp. 165)

By 1865, 300 péople claimed residence on the new site and a var‘iety
of new enterpr*iseé also appeared. Theée were a post office, a saw mill,

a flax mill, a stone building housing a brewery, a boot and shoe manufacturing

business, a tannery, three general stores, three hotels, and two blacksmith



shops. In addition, a school was built. A woolen mill and a foundry
soon appeared dlso. (March, 1931; pp. 167)

The flour mill was the largest building in the community. It was
three and one half stores high and boasted two runs of mill stones
driven by water power.

In the 1860's, the flax mill at "Viel—-Noethig" was one of the most
important economic enterprises of the community when the proprietors
in 1864 employed about 15 workers but finished linen was never made there.
The partially processed raw flax was sent to Conestogé, Waterloo
County, wher“e the finishing operation was completed. The gr*oWing of
flax became an important source of cash income for many of the Township's
rural residents in the mid-nineteenth century.

The Brewery was struck a lethal blow by the prohibition legislation
of 1916, being replaced on its prem‘ises by a creamery producing
butter‘.. A grist mill operated by diesel power stands on the site of the
original ﬂour‘rmill. As well, all other industry in the village has
disappeared, resulting in a change in the economy and character of
village Ih;e from the early days.

The "?ennsylvania Dutch' of Ohio and Pennsylvania have a
reputation for being thrifty, hard working, and .pr‘osper‘ous and like them
the settlers who came to St. Paul's displayed the desirable characteristics

of those people and succeeded both in country and village enterprises.



CHAPTER 11
THE ECONOMIC FOUNDATION OF ST. PAUL'S

The pr‘incibal economic activity of the people of the community
of St. Paul's is now as it has been in the past mainly agricultural ;-
Changes have, however, taken place both within this economic base
and by the growth of local industry which is not located vﬁthin the
congregational geographic area but on which-a growing number of
member‘s‘of the group now look for a livelihood.

Most of the persons and families which have become depénder\t
.on industry have moved into the villages of Neustadt and Ayton but the
industry located‘ in these areas is limilted. Neustadt has only one
small factory which manufactures furniture components. Ayton confains
a large poultry concern and a baker*y which caters to the surrounding
area and large urban centres. The latter employs about one hundred
persons on a full time basis. The number of persons employed in the
poultry industry fluctuates slightly seasonally but usually remains at
about twenty~five. As a result most of the village wage earners as well
as.the young rural people tend to seek employment in Hanover (population
5,500) which contains several large furniture factories and some small
woodworking plants. The working members of the family usually commute
daily employing "cér‘ pools'" or a daily bus service which runs from

Neustadt to Hanover. Many of the young married women who live in



the villages also work in one of the local service or merchant enterprises
.but this practice is seldom followed by young families in the rural area.
These for the most part are engagedl in carﬂr‘ying orj the traditional.
domestic activities of the rural household. Unmarried young women
from the rural area may, however, follow the example of their married
or single counter parts in the villages'. If a village girl should marry
and enter a rural hoUseho\ld, she uéually abondons wage erﬁplo‘yment for
‘domestic life. A reverse situation may be ’.che rule for rural girls living
in the villages after marriage. o 5

Even if a family finds itself removed from a livi'ng on the land,

its social arjd asthetic ties with the agricultural community remain
strong, as strong social ties between PUfal and village families still .
remain after generations of removal from the agricultural base for wage
labour. Feelings of town superiority over country are absent in the
villages of the townéhip but this is esp‘ecially true between Neustadt and
the rural community. |

Great advances have been made in the technology and far‘ming
methods of the area but a feeling of nostalgia for the ""good old days"
when horse pbwer was "king" is under*standably strong among the elder‘fy
residents of both sexes. Many of thé practising farmers of younger
age who have grown ué exclLIsively with power machinery do not share
this féeling. Although the process of farm mechanizatiqn has been

continual from the earliest days of settlement, in the last 15 years it



has experienced great impetus. The first step in this direction on most

of the farms was the acquisition of a tr*actovr* and electrical s‘ervice.

These two items wrought immeasureable changes upon farm life. More
land could now be cultivated by fewer hands and in a much shorter time.
The days ofzr‘etur‘ning from the fields after the weary task of walking behind
a plough and a team of horses which had to stop at the end of every furrow
for a "breather" were gone. Banished.as well was the prospect of doing
evenihg choiﬂesvby the light of a kerosene lantern.

Dairying, which has long been the economic mainstaff of the area, has
been made easier, from thé days when whole milk was separated from i.ts
cream by placing the milk overnight into shallow pans. The cream rose
to the top aﬁd was then skimmed off with wooden paddles. "Skimming'n'
was replaced by rﬁanually operated cream separators which in turn were
supplanted by electrically driven mechanisms.

The sepafating process was the work of the women as was the
washing.of eggs and no woman in the Qommuhity did not find it a relief
to be freed from these jobs_. Egg washing by hand has been largely
replaced by the use of electrical washérs and the shipment of whole milk
in recent years has removed even the tiresome ‘chore of cleaning and-
washing the electric separator.

According to the accounts supplied by many of the old‘er residents,
winter was the tr‘adi;cional time for community or co—operative labour.

Manure spreading was one such'activity. Men with teams would congregate



upon a farm yard and ﬁqanually_ fork the piled manure upon the sleighs.
The load was hauled into the fields and manuaﬁly spread or piled
depending upon the depth of the SNow and the firmness of the ground. '
Modern technology has eliminated the need for this manual activity'
because manure is now loaded and distributed r‘hechanically on each
farmstead by individual farmers.

Some types of co—operative work still persist but these are becoming
more rare each year. | The cutting of wood and the preparation of maple
syrup and sugar as cd—operative efforts have beén abandoned only
recently.

At a wood cutting or circling (the name is derived from the shape
of the power saw blade) séveral men gathered at a designated farm.
These workers were invited several days earlier in order that they
could make their plans for V\;Or‘k fo be done at home during their absence.
1t was the responsibility of the owner df the land to have a pile of uncut
wood gathered in advance.. The raw limbs were pﬂed in the farmyard
or in the woods. ready for the cutters who gathered about eight or eight—
thirty in the morning.

The first activity of the day, the se’éting up of the saw, was almost
ritualistic because each man considered himsélf an expe.r‘t in the affair
and felt rudely insulted if he were not consulted concerning the suitability
of thé location and the angle of the tractor, Evepyone tested thésaw |

frame for stability, the belt for tension, and inspected the oiling and
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greasing. Only when everyone was satisﬁed was the machine set in
motion. Two Mmen assumed stations at one side of the saw. It was their
job to take away the cut wood and throw it an the pile. The other workers
fed large limbs and small logs into the saw. Numerous breaks V\-/er‘e
taken for refreshment and at noon-the work stopped and ever*yohe retired
to the farmhouse for the noonday meal which was usually preceded by
glasses of hot, hard cider. The dietary substance éf the meal will be
discussed 1ater",- but the women's labour in preparing it is worthy of
mention here.

The work done by the women in preparing meals was equal to that
done by the men in the actual cutting of the wood. This task was done
on a co-operative baéis by the wives of t’né woodcutters., The number of
“men to be fed on these occasions'r‘anged from about six to twelve and
thus could impoée an exhausting task upon a woman working alone. Rarely
did the women sit with the men at mealtimes. Instead they stood around
thé table ready to fill bowls and platters and‘to pass things when requested
to do so. After the men had left the table the women ate with any
children who happenéd to be present. One of the indications thata young
boy was becoming recognized as a man was the privilege of sitting with
the men as an equal at the table.

After the meal and a rest period for smoking and story telling the
men ventured to the worksite. The wood which was cut in the morning

was piled and the sawing commenced again. Just before dark the work



stopped for the day unless the wood supply became exhausted earlier.
Rarely did wood cutting require mor‘e-than one day. If the job required
mofe time,' the saw was cover‘eij with a piece of canvas and the men
returned the next day. -1t was never left in the woods untess it was going
to be used immediately, but was dismantled.and taken‘ to the place of the
next "circling" where it quld >be put in a dry place.

An evening meal Was provided by the host. It wa_;s an insult for a
worker to suggest going home hunghy and a gross piece of rudeness, for‘
the host to hint at such. No one ever went home hungry after a day;s
work. This tradition js still very much alive.

Maple sugar products were obtainea as a broduct of co—operative .
lalrour in the early days of the community. This endeayour differed
‘ fr‘orﬁ wood circling in that it required a long period of t{me involving
several "boils"‘. After the completion of each batch of syrup, the
participants shared the harvest. When a man felt that he hadr all of the
syrup he required, it was his privilege to leave, This system of
distribution worked out quite well, .Usually everyone had all the 'syr‘up
he wanted at about the same time. Families still mal_<e syrup as individual
units and the méthod is the same as that employed when it was done by
. large groups.

About the middle of March the trees were tested to determine if
the sap was f'r‘unning". If it was, invitations were sent out by a host to
relatives and neighbours (ofteh the san;we people) to come to a 'boil". Men,

women and children responded to this inviation and brought with them the




family sap kettle (a large iron kettle). Holes were bor‘ed.'mto the tree
trunks and wooden spiles (replaced by steel in later times) were inserted,
To these were hung ﬁttle tin sap pails for the collection of the liquid.

The kettles were suspended from a pole which was lashed to the trunks

of two trees, and a huge ﬁré was built,

Horses were used to pull a stone boat (a flat heavy sledge) bearing
a barrel among the tapped trees. In this way the raw sapr was collected
and brought to the boiling site.

The kettles weﬁe usually arranged in batteries of three. The sap
maker or boiler presided over ;chese. It was his job fo remove sap from
the barrel to the first kettle. After so'me boiling this was then ladled
to the second kettle ahd then to the third where the process was completed.
‘During the final stage of preparation a small guantity of milk or cream
was poured into the cauldf‘on on the top of the boiling liquid. The hot
sap would curdle the cream which would pick up any debris (ashed, wood
chips and bark) which had fallen in. The curd was skimmed off and
discarded. 'Beinga good boiler was an important status. If this man
~made a mistake, a good many hours of work éould be lost.

Syrup making has always been a family effort. Women and children
helped to feed the fires-and gather thé sap., tzveryone, especially the
children, énjbyed the taffy like candy produced by pouring boiling syrup
on the cold snow. When the boiling of syrup is still practised it is a

simple one-family activity. In the winter of 1970-71 only two
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families were planﬁing to make syrup.

Probably the greates‘; c'o—oper‘ative work venture and the one
which endured longest was .the threshing bee which originally took ptace
in the winter.

During the 1920's and 30's farmers of St, Paul's stored their
whole unthreshed crop of grain in the.mbwé of their barns where it
remained until the threshing crew moved into the district with their
portable steam engine and grain separator. At St. Paul's this usually
occurred about the rend of November or early December.

The arrival of the threshers heralded a long round of reciprocal

. labour. Groups of families who worked together in most enter‘priées

requiring mutual labour helped each other‘ to thresh. The men donated
or "pooled" th.eir- labour to feed the steaﬁn boiler, carry the! threshed
grain to the granaries, pile ‘_che straw and émbt? the mows. - This kind
of threshing bee was known as barn threshing and it had a duration of
two or three days at each farmstead.
To the women the threshing meant the pr‘epar‘étion of five meals

a day: breakfast for the family and the threshing crew (the owners and
operators of the equiprﬁent); a ten o'olock lunch break .of sandwiches,

coffee, and hot cider; a full hot dinner at noon, afternoon lunch similar

to that of the morning; and a large hot meal at night. This succession of

meals took many days to prepare and the co-operative effort of the

workers! wives, Each hostess, however, was responsible for supplying
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the provisions and making heyr own pastry and bread. These meals often
became very competitive events as each of the hostess's tried to outdo
her predecessors.

The barn method of threshing was gradually replaced by stook or
field threshing which meant that the grain was cut by the farmer and his
sons but instead of hauling it iﬁto the barn, the grain was allowed to dry
and cure in piles of sheaves in the fields. This method had drawbacks.
The grain separator, for example, had to be available in the early fall
before the grain became spoiled by thé autumn rains. As a result, stook
threshing became popular about the time that farm tractors became
common in St. Paul's. These machines supplied the power needed to
run the threshing machinery which came to be farmer owned. Groups of
farmers formed loose companies nucleated around .the purchase of a grain
separator which they; shared and used when their crops were ready for
harvest, This was fche goldeﬁ age of the threshing machine and the
‘salesmen reaped a bonanza.

Stook threshing made the harvest easier for tlr;e men because the
" grain had to be handled only three fimes in its Qnthr‘eshed state instead
of ﬁQe. Co—operative wor*k was still necessary, perhaps moreso than
before, because timing a new cr‘uciél factor was added. All the member‘s
of a group of threshing families were expected also to supply man power
to some type of wagon and traction to convey the unthreshed grain to the

barn. This produced friendly rivalries as each wagon owner tried to

outdo his fellows in the number of loads he carried to the waiting machines.
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For the women, there was no change in labour. Five meals were still
the style.

Ten years ago (1960) there were still some horses on St. Paul's
far‘ms but since the end of the Second World War nearly every farm has
had a tractor. At the present time there are no farmers in the community
who own draught hofses but some farms have trotting horses which are
raced in Hanover at the weekly meets and many farm children have ponies.

The farms in the St. Paul's area are now fully mechanized which
allows each farm to be a nearly self-sufficient unit in its agricultural

broduction. Tractors, power tilling equipment, combine harvesters,

barn cleaners, manure loaders and power spreaders, chain saws, automatic

feeding and watering devices, milk coolers, egg \/Qashers, and electric
pumps and motor‘é of all descriptions and sizes are common.

The acquisition of the products of modern industrial technology
has dealt the death blow to co.—dperative labour.

Most of the food consumed in St. Paul's came Fr‘oh’x the land and
the staple diet has always been mainly meat and potatoes. In the past
pork wa; preférred over beef, and was prepared by frying, boiling or
'r‘oasting. Tﬁis meat was home grown, home killed, home cured and home
cooked. -

Butchering pigs, the curing of hams and bacon and fhe making of
the various types of sausage was a special skill. The man who prepared

meat well enjoyed high status in the community.
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Butchering was a co-~operative procedure and took the following
general form. Two or three days before the killing took place several
neighbours were contacted and two or thiree pigs vwere selected by the
host from his nerd. These were often sows of corsiderable size, weighing
four to seven hundred pounds.

Early in the morning the wife of the host would fill the kettle stove
(a large wood burning stove wi”ch a cauldron built into the tob) with water
for scalding theﬁ carcasses and vwhen the neighbours arrived the pigs were
dragged from the barn by a rope fastened to one hind leg. This usually
required three or four men,

The butcher stunned the animal by hitting it between the eyes with
a nine pound stone hammer or an axe and then rushed upon it to stick
the throat with a long slend‘er knife which was kept especially for this
purpose. If blood wurst (sausage) was to 'be made,someone collected
the blood into a bucket as it poured from the throat wound. This task
was dangerous because the death throes of the animal could deal a
bruising blow to the persor of the collector. A practice which was fairly
_common was the drinking of the hot blood from the dying animals.

When it was certdin that the animal was dead, the carcass was
dragged to a large wooden trough which had been filled with boiling
water. These carcasses were then in'\rr‘\er"sed into the liquid to loosen
the hair and were £hen hung up on a tripod madé of ltong wboden poles

by means of steel hooks fastened into the hind legs.
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e entralls were removed and the process of ccraping the
carcasses began, by using a sharp knife as a scraper. Most often this
scraping _task fil to the lot of the least experienced workers.

The livers, hearts arnd kidneys were ﬁut to one side and the
remainder of the entrails were given to the women for processing. They
scraped the intestines clean and washed them. These were then set aside
to be used as casings for sausage. The lungs were discarded.

The head was scraped and cut into small pieces but the eyes and
brains were discarded. The main carcass was qQuartered arﬁd carried
into an armex (summer Kitchery) at f:he rear of the house aﬁd a table was
placed near the kettle stove. At the end of the table a large meat grinder
was installed. The fine meat cutting now began and nothing remained in
large pieces but the fresh hams and the side bacons. I[f the bacon was
very fat, this also was cut into Smal-l portions and fed into the grinder.
The entire swine car‘céss, excepting the hams, and bacons, the head, and
the hocks were ground into fresh sausage meat. The trirnméd fat was
rendered into lard. All of the scraps such as stray bits of rind and very
téugh parts of the animal such as trinymings from the heéd, as well as
the liver, heart and kidneys are thrown into the I«ett‘le,stéve with a guantity
of salt to be boited. All that remained unused from the carcass were the
lungs, hoofs, brains and eyes.

Sausage making was the major activily at the butchering and every

family had its own recipe of sausage ingredients., The most popular
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sausage types were those which were cuoked by frying. To make these
about thirty pounds of the raw sausage meat was placed into a tub., The
meat was mixed with salt, coarsely ground pepper, dry mustard, caraway
seed, and the water from the ground cloves of garlic. The marker's hands
were used to mix the meat. Occasionally the raw meat was tasted to assure
that the proper balance of mgrediehts was present. When the mixing was
complete, the finished meat was given to two men who operated the

sausage stuffing machine. The machine consisted ofa long steel cylindér‘
with a plunger at one end énd a narrow pipe at the other, ‘T,he device held
about ten pounds of meat. As the sausage emerged in long ropes, it was
coiled and piled in clean baskets and tubs. The mixing and filling continued
until all of the sausage meat had been processed.

Sausage was the staple meat food and many varieties of the basic
frying type were popular. One of these was potato sausage which
contained ground boiled potatoes as a filling agent and smoked frying
sausage was made by exposing the meat to the smoldering smudge of the
émoke house.

Other types of sausage were used as cold meats or as sandwich
fillings but the most popular of these was summer sausage which was
mainly pork but contained about 25% beef. This type was highly seasoned
and smoked and aged for several months impr*oved the quality. Summer
sausage was always eaten uncooked‘.

> ,which was less popular,was made from finely ground
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pork and raw blood and contained a small amount of sugar and sometimes
raisins. This type was boiled in the casing like bologna and had a short
storage life. Liver sausage a similar type was made by grinding up

the boiled liver then adding a ﬁllerjand condiments. [t was stuffed into

a casing but this type also has a short storage life. -

The frying sausage if it was not to be smoked, was cooked almost
as soon as it was made to preserve it. This process required many
women, who placed the cooked sausage into glass jars and covered it
with hot lard. L.ids were placed on the jars when the mixture cooled,
and were stored in the cool cellar 6F the house.

The scrap mixture (headcheese) which was cooked in the kettle stove
was removed after a thorough >boi1ing. It was then reduced to a grey
mass by the grinder, was mixed with condiments and poured into jars or
pans to cool. It was eaten cold. This was the least popular product of
the butchering.

Lard was rendered fhe next day in the kettle stove by the members
of the family and was stored in large stone crocks or jars to be used as
shortening.

The whole butchering oper‘a-tion generally took only one day and
helpers were rarely paid but received service in kind. [n addition each
of the participants (or famﬂies) was given a portion of sausage. The
curing of the harms and bacons was the owner's responsibility. This was

accomplished by marinating the meat in a sugar and brine solution then

smoking it for several days over a slow smoke house fire. Later these
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were hung in the cellar to age.

Beef was also home killed, but in the past this was done by several
families only in winter and the fresh meat was distributed immediately.
Each family in turn supplied a beast making fresh rﬁeat available to all.
This distribution system was known as the beef ring,

Sauerkraut was also a popular homemade food. In its preparation
cabbage was cut into fine shreds and packed into earthenWar‘e crocks of
five or ten gallons. A layer of cabbage was préssed firmly into a layer
of about six inches which was covered with a handful of pickling salt.
Another layer of cabbage followed the first in combination with salt.,

The process was continued until the cr‘oék was full., A large. plate was
inverted on the entire mass and weighted down with a hard stone.

The liquid drawn from the cabbage rose to the top of the crock and
formed a scum which was regularily skimmed off. When the scum ceased
to appear the preparation was allowed to rest for three weeks and was
ready to eat. Sauerkraut could be kept in crocks all winter and was dipped
out just before cooking.

Gardening provided many food items as well and no family considered
purchasing potatoes or other vegetables. During the summer season
lettuce, onions (green), and tomatoes were favorite salad items. As well,
carrots, beets, beans, peas and radishes were consumed. Cooked greens
with the exception of cabbage were not commonly served .b FPotatoes,

carrots, turnips, onions (dry), and beets were stored in the cellar of the
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house for winter use but the storage of other garden produce was mainly
restricted to pickling, and the preparation of fruit jams. Pickles were
made in a variety of forms but the favorite type was one made from the
ears of young corn. A reserve of bread, cakes, and pastry was always
on hand and one day each week was set aside for baking in each household.
Pastry was served at nearly every meal including' breakfast;

Two types of cheese were originally made in the St., Paul's Area.
Both of these were soft and made from sweet milk, Curd cheese of the
cheddar type.was not made. Cottage cheese featured by modern
&ommer‘c_ial dair*iés is easily made but no one Mmade this typé either.

One of the most popular types of cheese was a cream variety known
as cook cheese. The cheese was prepared from sweet boiled milk, This’
variety was often flavoured with caraway seed. When it was served cold
it had the consiétency of tapioca pudding, when heated, it becarﬁe a sticky
fluid mass. One way of consuming this product was warm poured over
toast; Sometimes this cheese was eaten with an open face type of apple pie,

A second variety of homemade cheese was '"ball cheese.” more
commonly referred to as stink case. This cheese was also made from
sweet milk.,  The whole milk was boiled until it was thick then the liquid
was cooled and shaped into balls. The balls were set to "age'" in the
- warming oven of the cookstove. No-one seems to remember how long it
was left there to ripen but the odour was overwhelming when it emerged.

It is the opinion of most people that limberger is mild cbmpared with its

homemade cousin.
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The following was a typical round of daily meals. After the men
of the household returned from their morning chores in the stable at about
seven o'clock, the whole family sat down to a breakfast of hot cereal
eaten with sugar and thick cream, fried eggs, bacon, sausage or head
cheese, with a liberal serving of fried potatoes, homemade bread,
preserves or maple syrup, and strong coffee,

At noon another large meal was served. This might consist of
sausage of some type, boiled potatoes, boiled carrots, cabbage salad
made with sour cream, pickles, homemade bread, jam, coffee cake, pie

and coffee. The evening meal was similar.

Meals were generally quite plain but were substantial and ner‘ishing.

Dietary preferences varied from family to family but generally followed
the pattern above. .

Meals for threshing bee; .and other types of co—operative work
followed the same pattern as family meals however a larger quantity of
. meat per person was consumed as well as a greater quantity of pastry and
other sweet food.

- The traditional strong drink of Sf. Paul's was apple cider, which
was made from home grown apples. THe farmer and his sons gathered
the apples into feed bags after a sheet was spread upon the ground and
someone climbed the tree and shook the limbs. The cider barrel was
then scoured with a mixture of sand and wéter* and was‘sweetened with

baking soda.
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The barrel and apples were loaded on a wagon and taken to the
cider mill where the apples were Qr*ound and placed in a large canvas bag
which was placed under the press. As the press was forced down by
water pressure, the apple juice was squeezed out. This juice was
collected into large open vats, from which the barrels were filled., A
large feed bag of raw apples would yield about & gallons of cider.

The raw cider was carried home by the owner where it was left
to age in the cellar of the farm house. The curing method was simple.

The barrel was sealed tightly except for the bung (plug) on top which was

drilled. Into this hole a rubber tube was placed which led to a pail of water.

As the apple juice began to Fer‘mentscar‘bon dioxide was produced which»
bubbled out through the rubber tube. This process stopped the entby of
air into the barrel which cagsed spoilage. When the tube stopped bubbling,
the cider was allowed to age and after a short time the cider was r‘eaAdy to
drink. This beverage was served in two ways—-hot during the winter and
cold in the summer.

Wine was alsc made from such improbable ingredients as potatoes,
beets and cﬂover*. The recipe for making wine was simple also. The bésic
ingredient was ground or mashed and mixed with a guantity of sugar and
water. This mixture was allowed to ferment and settle in a crock. The
clear liquid was then drained off .aAnd aged in bottles for a short time before

consumption.




A few families in the past brewed beer. To make home brewed
beer, barley was sprouted in March, dried and stored in bags. As the
need for malt syrup arose, this barley was boiled with dried hops. The
resulting product was mixed with water and yeast and allowed to ferment
in a crock then the Pésulting r~aw.beer was bottled and allowed to age.

Beer continues to be a popular beverage but that consumed by the
mosAt people now is commercial beer., Home br‘éwing like home cider and
wine making has been abandoned in the wake of Cash'dealing and dependence

on specialists.




CHAPTER 111
THE CHURCH

St. Paul's Church belongs to the Evangelical LLutheran Synod
of Cénada and its members accept both the Old and New Testaments
as the unalterable Word of God by which all doctrines and teachings
must be judged.

St. Paul's Church was organized on the 25th of September, 1859,
and was administrated by a five man church council which engaged the
first per‘manenf minister, Christian Behrens, who had been an éctive
missionary in Grey and Bruce Counties for some time. From 1861
until 1871, twelve differ;ent ministers served the congregation.

In 18597, the charter role of the church consisted of thirty seven
members who were head of families. The first service netted the chur*ph
$1.15 in coliections——a sizable amount of cash for a rural congregation
at that time. By 1871, a log church had been built to replace the
homes of the member;s for services.

In 1873, a parsonage was built and plans were being made for the

erection of .a more substantial church building which would be constructed

of cut field stones. The cost of the new church was estimated at
$2,000' and the final cost of construction was $2,010 which indicated

that the men of St. Paul's were good business men.




The cost of the building programme was covered by an assessment
levied by the church board on the head ot each family. This suggests
thatlthe financial positions of the families in the community were not
well kept secrefs.

Fifty—eight families were assessed in this way:

7 families at $80 = ¢ 560
5 families at $64 = § 320
14 families at $48 = ¢ 670
15 families at $40 = $ 600
7 families at $32 = % 224
4 families at $20 = $ 80
6 families at $10 = $ 60

Total $ 2,516

The distribution of the assessmerit would suggest a kind of
economic class system but unfortunately no further data is available
to furnish further evidence of economic social si.r'*atiﬁcation.

1n 1875,a ‘c'ongregatior-. member with his violin was replaced at
the liturgy and hymnvsingings by a $150 orgaﬁ and shortly as the
. congregation prospered a stone school was erected. Although the
school was not a L.utheran Church school,the. enrolment was for some
time 100% L_uther‘an ar;d the corﬁmunity engaged a l_utheran teacher,

The major building accomplishment of the congregation in the




Church House which was dedicated on April 13, 1958.

A cemetary wasA established in conjunction with the church in 1871.
To the members of St. Paul's congregation this is holy ground (""Gottes
;é\cker") and a special se;ﬂvice is held Qach yean_ﬂ as ”De_cor*at{on. Sunday"
and includes a special remembrance sermon and service. Maintenance A
of the cemetary is accomplished by 'vol'untar*y labour ér token payment
to a angregatipn member,

The Church permea’ces the life of every member of the Conér*egafcion
of St. F’a\.,:'l.'s and pl>ays arj important role in de’germing life stylés.

Baptism, fhe ﬁr‘st important rite in thg er _oF-’;I;)e child, w‘is‘not a
matter to be taken lightly by eithér‘ parents or other members of Fh‘e '
congr‘egation, because this rite is believed to be the ﬁr-ﬂ‘st ste;‘j‘by the
soul on the road to he'a.ven.- ;The congregation is. r‘eligiousi):/ fundamer"\'{alist
and feels that to queétion Bible te%\ching is -to tamper Witflw God's law.'

In the past religious tolerance wa.s‘ mor;e pronounced than it is

- now as adherence to dogma has led to ;omé intolerance of other faiths.
The congregation carmotv '(or‘ will r;]c')t) comprehehnd hgw anyone believihg
in other thaﬁ the teachin.gs of L_uthér‘ éan possibly get to heaven. For
egample, a few years ago the service was »chan’ged slightly by the
Synod-and thé prayer book was partially rewritten. O'n‘e old gentlerman .
- became so incensed that he refused to go to ch‘u?*chr at all‘be,cause he

thbught that this was dangerous tampering.



Other protestant groups are reluctantly recognized but Catholic
and Jewish believers are Qonsicjer‘efj to be inf}dels.

There are rour major church voluntary organizations one of which
is the Sunday school where attendance is the unwritten rule for
children in most families. Sunday school sessions are not generally
helld while the Chapel service is being conducted because this would
necessitate that some of the adults would miss the main service. As
a result, most children attend both the adult services and the Sunday
school.

In addition to Sunday School, all chilldr‘en between twelve and
fourteen years of age attend confirmation classes each Saturday
morning. These are usually COnduc:.i.ed by the minister in two year .
sessions. When instruction is completed, the child is publicly
questioned before the congregation at a special Sunday service two
Sundays before palm Sunday. After this questionihg he becomes a
full church member. This event has. great religious significance
because it entitles the child to take the sacrament and is in éffec.t a
rite of paésage.

Within the church political structure there is a organization to
serve each age group. Young children, i.,e. those who are unconfirmed,
belong to the Sunday school. The older confirmed children (the teenagers)
have a social group, the Luther L-ea@ue, which meets one evening a

week. This group conducts baseball and other sporting events in the

. summer; and hockey, skating and tobogganing parties in winter.
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Membership is not compulsory but most young people join.

For the adult members of the congregation two groups exist. A
group of men (the deacons) serve on the church board for a term of
three years but congregation meetings rto discuss church business are
called often and all of the men of the-congr‘ega’ciqn are welcome,
Women are usually absent because church business matters are male
dorﬁinated. The women have their own o.r‘ganization, the Ladies Aig
and this group arranges various social anctions within the .chur‘c‘h, for
example, card parties, wedding receptions, dinners, the annual Christmas
concert, .visiting the sic;k and the old, and many other useful social and
charitable activities.

Each age organization looks after the needs of its members.

For example; the Sunday school and Luther L.eague send gifts and
cards to sick ﬁembers. THe men's and women's church groups look
_to the needs of misfortunate families and elderly members., When the
chur‘ck; congregation presents a gift to the church it is often a man who
breéents it because men represent the church offices.

There is no written rule stating that men should dominate church
business but this is how the members prefer things to be done. The
male dominated church government wﬂl likely change in the near future,
because St. Paul's women are becoming more and more interested in
the affairs of the commercial world.

The church is the major cohesive element for the community.




For example, people who are congregation members and move to other
areas never really cut their ties with St. P‘aul's. They return to the
community for baptisms, confirmations, weddings and funerals. The
church role (1969) contained 438 persons but on decor*atfon Sunday (a
Sunday on which special phayehs are said for the dead and the cemetary
plots are decorated with flowers) the attendance is often 600 or more,

The church building complex is a centre for community life, and
when the Christian Béhr*ens Memorial Church House was added a
modern kitcﬁen was installed to facilitate social events re‘quir‘ing
wér‘m food, such as banqueté, wedding suppers etc. This annex cost
several thousand dollars but enough money .was p}edged by the
congregation to complete it and furnish it shortly after construction
was completed.

‘The minister is nqt h{ghly paid but enjoys-gr*eat status in the
community and has the 15'5t word in matters which many people outside
thé congregation would consider to be highly personal. The péstor‘
occupies a modern well equipped house (pfarrhaus) in which he lives
modesﬁy but comfortably with his family. His salary is not high by

'pr*ofessional standards but his congregation keeps him well suppl.ied
with fresh meat and prc;ducts of the dairy and garden, In the past his
life was much like that of his flock. The present minister, however,

keeps no livestock nor poultry.
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As work goes on in the fields, in the barns, and in the homes,
the church serves as the centre of spiritual life. In the past no one
would miss the church sér‘vice because his hay needed raking after
a sfo;;‘m or because the last ten acres was unsown. The »whole
congregation believed that the welfarg of the soul was more important
than the flesh. This pious attitude toward work has also declined recently
in the face of economic pressures. The church continues to reward
the faithﬂﬁ by giving them comfort in times of stress and joy in times
of celebration.

The cemetary mentioned earlier is located directly across from
the church and the people feel that this is very good, because the dead
never have to 1e~ave.the proximity of the cﬁum_:h that they loved in life.
Periods of mour'rﬁng are generally not long because everyone seems
to be of the opinion that the congrggation of St. -Paul's are all bound
for heaven. To .mour.‘n for a 1'ong time would be sinful.

Sorhé of the members of the congregation enjoy travel to distant
po-ints occasionally, but befor*e a long trip is undertaken, it is
customary to list as many Pelatives and former members of the
congregation as possible whom he rhay in the course of the journey
encounter. This 'practice also is common for hoheymoohing couples,
For example, when Peter LLorenz married Ruena Gebherdt they visited
Detroit on their honeymoon and visited with relatives eabh evening.

These visits are not considered an imposition by hosts, and they would



32

feel insulted if the travellers did not call. Similarily no—~one who
returns to St. Paul's or has relatives there rests anywhere but at
the abode of a relative or friend.

The present minister stated the feeling shared by the congregation
in this way, ."The people of St, Pauﬂ's are like the birds, they may fly

away for a time but this is always home.,"

Note: 1 am indebted to Reverend F. W. Haak for the figures and dates
which are contained in the brief historic sketch at the beginning

of this chapter.



CHAPRPTER (v
KINSHIP

Kinship is a majér* cohesive soclal element in the community.,
In the past, it was unnecessary for the people to express overtly
the kinship affiliations which they hecogmzed. These relationships
were reinforced daily in both social and vwor‘k situations. In the wake
of the economic pr*essur‘e‘srwhich accompanied entry into impersonal
markets and mechanized agriculture, people have come to emphasize

kin ties overtly through attendance at family weddings, funerals, and

reunions. The expression of these consanguineal relationships also may

be related to the growing impersonality of their daily lives. A struggle
for identity as a distinct ethnic group finds expression in othef ways
but the relation of Kinship affiliation with as many members of the |
cdmmunity as possible is the_ goal of many of the families.

Every person in the community has a close kin tie with nearly
every other ber‘son. If the bond is not consanquineal, it is one of close
affinity. Fictive kin terms for god pafents are not generally used but
relationships between these individuals and their god children are
very close. Very often one god parent is a sibling of either the father
or mother of the child, but godd friends are sometimes chosen for this

role as well.
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Marriage between cousins is not infrequent but unions between any
persons closer than second cousins is frowned upoﬁ. As the people
are acquiring a broader geographic perspective, it is not improbable
t};uat a widerr selection of marriage partners may end cousin marriages.

‘Although it is not.exp_r‘essed by the people, marriage and land tenure
appear in the past to have beer\ éomplementar‘y. Marriages have never
been arranged by the parents of the partners becagse nearly everyone
tends to marry a partner ‘who is acceptable té his kiﬁ and the community.

This phenomena is in no small part a product of home training.

Men usually marry in their very early twenties, choosing gir;ls ‘
two to three years their juniors v. In the pas-t, teenage marriages were
no less common than they are t'o'day.' Marriages as a result of pregnancy
~are not uncomrﬁon but the community usually attacheé No social stigma
to these unions.

In the past, if no suitable parfner‘ r‘esideq withi‘n’d'.w.e community, the
'second choice fell to someone who bésided outside but who had
community ties. Failing this, a spouse might be chosen from further
afield, but this individual was likely to be subjected to close scrutiny
by the community, Roman Catholic spouses are not generally well
received but members of other protestant faiths are acceptable. Brides
entering the community are expected to become Lutherans and usually do.
because church participation is the key to many social activities.
One of the most common rharr*iage patterns of the last two or three

generations is that of two or more brothers marrying girls who are




sisters. The following is an outline of the marriage ties which bind
four families in the community. (see figure 1, Page 81.) Arnold
Schmidt and Hel muth Schmidt were brothers. Arnold inherited the
family homestead and Helmuth, who worked closely with Arnold, was
set up by their father Menno, on his own farm. Helmuth married LLena
Schufeldt who had a sister, Olivia., Olivia was slightly younger than
Arnold. This was a good age situation for a match and all of ‘-che soéial
prerequisites had been met. There had been ample opportunity for‘
social interaction through the prior marriage. Arnold eventually
married Olivia and their two natal families then shared a double bond.
These were the families of Schmidt and Schufeldt., The union of Helmuth
and Lena produced thbeeoff—spring. The gnion of Arnold to Olivia
produced only one.

The eldest son of Helmuth, [ssac, married the eldest daughter of
the neighbouring Metzger family, lona. lona had a brother, Clayton,
who was just a little bit older than Issac's sister \Viola. The sameAsociaI
circumstances prevailed és those prior to the union of Arnold and Olivia.
Clayton eventually married Viola.

The above example illustrates the complexity of the community's
affinal relationships. The Schmidt family shared close kinship with
the Schufeldt family as é result of the first set of marriages. The
Schufeldt family and the Schmidt Family shared kinship with the Metzger

family now as a result of the second set of marriages. When the only

son of Arnold marries a fourth family will join the system and a
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great new set of relationships will emerge when Helmuth's offspring
marry.

A complication arose recently when Helmuth was killed in an
accident, His widow l_ena married a widower from outside thé
community (John Ortman) who has kin in St. ?aulis. The surname
- Ortman is a common name within the co.mmunity and all of the Schmidts,
Schufeldts and Metzgers share kinship with the Ortmans who are related
to nearly everyone.

Arnold's son, Jacob, married Doreen, a daughter- of John Ortman,
who is his Aunt's secon_d husband. Moreover his cousin Mary has married
his brother—-in-law Eimer.

Although affinal ties such as the ones just cited are a cohesive
ageht for the community, the basic kin unitsv are the nuclear and
extended families.

Usually a newly married couple residing within the community
assumes a patrilocal residence and if the groom is an only son they will
reside directly upon the father's property. There appears to be no
expressed preference concerning Which_éon.stall inherit the home
‘pr*oper‘ty in families producing brothers » but .the inheriting son is
usually the son who remains with his parents longest and married last.
All siblings are expeéted to contribute to the family treasury as long as
they reside at home and young men, when they are ready to marry,

usually receive financial support from the family in establishing their
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farmsteads. Girls are not given a dowry but they can expect a share of
the family inheritance. Offspring who have been provided with an
education or other training may receive a smaller sum of money or
goods as their inheritance. Members of the family contribute to each
other's welfare and enjoy the security this unit provides. Parents enjoy
a secure old age‘ supported by their family. A few old people still live
out their lives on the land but the trend dur*ihg the last few years has

been for many to move into the neighbouring villages,
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SOCIAL LIFE

The pressure of summer work has made winter in St. Paul's
the tr‘aditional t.u“ne for socializing.

In the past rural evening houseparties were a favourite form of
entertainment. A small local orchestra supplied the music and the old
stone and log houses rang with polkas, square dances and waltzes as
punch made from hard cider and homemade wines formed the catalyst
to rouse thé people to spiﬁted fun. At the end of the evening a huge cold
lunch was served. This repast consisted of hearty sandwiches filled with
summer wurst (sausage), blood wurst, liver wurst, and head cheese,
enhanced by a variety of pickles including tiny pickled ears of corn;
gallons of hot black coffee; and numerous homemade pastries (donuts,
cakes, cookies, strudel and pies).

These parties took place usually on Friday rnight and bassed through
a circuit of about a dozen families. These affairs Were seldom held on
Saturday night because it was v.er*y embarrassing to havé to go to church
with a hangover. Fights were rahe because bad natur*é of any description
at these parties was regarded as a severe breach of etiquette.

Prosperity spelled doom for these pleasurable affairs. The

community has more cash money lo spend now, as well as better



automobiles and the people seek entertainment in the 1ar~ger centres or
on television instead of providing it themselves.

Young people attend the d-ances in Neustadt but the rmotion picture
theatres and other commercial entertainment in Hanover are also
popultar with this age group.

Saturday afternoon in former times was reserved for family
visits to the villages. The women would visit che of the two general
‘stores in Neustadt where they procured provisions as well as dry goods
or notions while the men retired to the cooling confines of one of the
two beer outlets (hotels) in the village where they consumed lager.
Young boys went to the combination pool room and barber.shop. At
an appointed hour the family Would meet again, visit some friends or
relatives and return home in time for evening chores.,

Much of the family shopping is still Adone on Saturday, but many of
the young women now drive automobiles and .go tb the \}illage any time
they wish. Many of the ﬁeople also travel more widely abroad than
the confines of the village and prefer‘- Hanover to shop.

Informal social gatherings are still attended by the people, such
as quilting parties held during the long winter afternooné‘ Men enjoy
huhtingin winter m groups of about a hélf dozen individuals with hounds
used to flush jack rabbits or foxes from the Woodlands. '

Christmas is one of the major social and religious events of the

year and the church and homes are festively decorated. Every home
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has a Christmas tree and many families are now decorating trees
outdoors and erecting electrical ornaments. [n the days before
electricity candles were used to illuminate the indoor trees but these
were lit only once, that being on Christmas eve for the benefit of the
children.

E\)er'yone who is able goes to church on Christmas eve for a
special service. The whole family returns home at about ten o'clock
and often a bottle of hard liquor is brought out., All of the men including
boys down to the age of about 1'4 or younger enjoy a yuletide libation.
This is quite a special "ritual" because hard liquor is not used in fhese
households regulariy although commercial beer is a common beverage
which both men and women drink.

Christmas eve is a common time for gift exchange and everyone
from the smallest child to. the oldest rhember of the family takes part.
Of course the gifts from Saint Nicholas are not opened then because he
does not arrive until after the children have retired. These are
reserved for Christrr'\as morning.

Christmas day is a family day usually highlighted by a large dinner
at noon of fowl but snacks and special tu;‘ea'ts are eaten all day. Generally
there is no formal evening meal.

Christmas festivities include the annual Christmas concert which
is condQcted by the L_uther L_eague and the Sunday schooll . During the

programme the smallest children recite poems and older children
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present short plaviets, @:"\cj dramalized carols. A dramatized version
of the Nativity is a standard feature and at the close of the evening
someone will ¢ing Silent Night‘ ar-wd O'Tannenbaum.

The Christmas and New Year holiday period is spent in a round of
visiting with friends and neighbours. New Year's Eve is not as boisterously
celebrated as it is in many North American societfies but is passed as
a quiet evening at home by many families.

In the days before the local school was closed in favour of the new
Towrwshi‘p Central School a school Christmas concert was held on thé
evening of the last day of school before the Christmas recess. This
was. pr‘esented by the pupils of the school and the teacher's reputation
was measured by the QUality of the concert, These presentations
resembled the chur"ch concerits but were more lengthy. Invariably near
the end of the evening a costumed Saint Nicholas made his appearance
and distributed gifts to all of the children as a kind of prelude to
Christmas proper. Great care had to be taken in Saint's selection
for he should be no—one whom the children knew well. In relation to his
identity a Kind of game was subtl'y played in which the children tried to
disgover him.» All of 't‘he older children knew that the whole ideé was a
farce but they went along with it for the sake of their younger brothers
and sisters. At the conclusion of the evening a huge lunch was served

to everyone,
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a consequence have had more social freedom than their mates. Bill
paying and bhanking is still done by the males nece.ssitating frequent visits
to the village and the hotels have become informal meeting places where
nearly any afternoon in winter several men of St, Paul's can be found
‘ d‘rinkivng lager and talking with fr‘iehds. More visits are made to town
on business.than are really necessary and the women suspec£ this but
no objeétion is generally made unless their husbands abuse the tr‘ips.-
I\/\arr*iage festivals are perhaps the most popular of the social
insti.tutions of St. Paul's and are the only ones r‘egulér‘ily scheduled
for the summer and spring months. Often the prospective bride and
groom have known each other since childhood, ex;ﬁerﬁ'encing each other's
co_mpany in the local school, the Sunc.iay school», an‘d the Luther L.eague.
In addition they are often the offspring of neighbouring Fafnilies.
E ngagements need not be formally annouhc_:ed (although a notice
is put in £he Hanover paper) because they are anf.icipated by most of
the community as it witnesses the coup}e sittin,g together at church
gatherings, dancing together at social funbﬁons, .arid- casually dating.
In St. Paul's to be seen wiAth t_he same memb‘er-of the opposite sex on
a few dozen occasions in success'io/n is an unofficial anﬁeuncement of
betrothal ,
The wedding ceremony itself is preceded by the presentation of a
ring which indicates the official betrothal. However, this is only a

3 - 1 - . - 9 P
formality because everyone in the community. axpected the announcement
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and would be surprised and disappointed if it was not forthcoming. A
young man 1s considered to be a cad if he doesn't produce a ring after
unofficially indicating his intention to marr*y.

The wedding ceremony itself is one of paramount religious
significance for the congregation and as most pastors state, "It ié not
to be entered into lightly. '; "The ceremony itself follows the regular
p;attern for the ceremony described in the Lutheran prayer book.

Tr*adition—dicfates that the groom should npt see the bride on the
Vday before the cer‘emony‘ and often he and |-’ﬁs friends spend a portion of
the closest weekend to the ceremony in r‘e*velr*y,.\ After much beer,
cider and wine haVe been consumed a'nd a heaprty tunch is énjoyed he is
presented with a gift or a purse of money. There was in the past no
such gathering for the bride. Bridal showers were unknown but now
they are becomving rather common,

The groom arrives at the church before the bride on the day of the
wedding after entrusting the car to be used for the wedding trip to a
friend who caﬁ be fully trusted to hide 1t A certain amount of
tampering will be done to the vehicle if it is discover‘ed.

The br‘ide arkr*ives in the company of her father and mother and
her immediate family. She is dressed usua'lly'in a long white gown
but her attendants wear matching coloured clothing which can be worn

later as party dresses,
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given a hearty shot of whiskey from a flask brought by the best man

to give-him courage for the "ordeal' he is about to-face. (This practice
is frowned upon by the clergy.) The groom enters the chapel first as
the first chords of the wedding march are struck then the ceremony
proceeds in an orthodox protestant manner, After the ceremony, the
bride and groom iﬁ the company of their attendants retire to thg church
'vestry where the register is signed. During this period some talented
person who has been selected earlier renders a piece of vocal music.

When the newly married couple emer‘ge from the vestry they leave
the chapel of the church and are greeted by a rain of confetti. The
wedding party then departs for Hanover for photographs. During their
absence the wedding guests often retire to the home of the parents of
the groom for refreshments (usually alcoholic) and then 1_ater" congregate
at the chur‘cHFor a wedding supper prepar‘ed by the church women,

At this affair toasts‘ are drunk with wine, a large meal is served,
and the wedding cake is cut aﬁd distributed., The whole asserﬁbly after
the meal retires to the Neustadt Community Centre where a dance is
held in the evening. A free bar provided by the groom is a prominent
feature of this aspect of the day's aétivity, and many friends who have
not been iﬁvite;j to the wedding supper are invited to the evening
Festi\(ities. Thé_ bride and groom remain here until about mid-night
but their departure does not halt the festivities and these evening

gatherings often go on until early in the morning. Sometime during
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the course of the evening a large lunch is served and the older people
of the congregation return home.

When a death occurs, the word spr*eadé through the congregation
in a matter of hours. Funeral notices are posted in the village .stores
wh.ich give information about the disposal of the remains and the church
bell is tolled. If the death occurs early in the mornivngythis may be
done the same day.

- The body rests at the local funeral home in Neustadt for about
two days so that the friends of the deceased may call and it is then
moved to the Chapel of St. Paul's ébout 11 o'clock on the morning of -
the funeral. Pall bearers are usually selected from the neighbours of
the deceased and are rarely close kin.

The service itself is conducted by the prescription laid down in
the prayer book and then a biography of the deceésed is read.

Following the chapel service the pall bearers remove the casket
fr‘om.the back of the chapel and caﬁr‘y it to the cemétary across the
road where the remains are interred to the-accompaniment of great
weeping and wailAing by the relatives and a short éraveside prayer by
the minister,

After the interment eve.ryone returns to the church where 1uﬁch
is served by the church ladies and everyone goes home to prepare
for the next day's work.

During the early years in St. Paul's education of both sexes was



- 46

carried on in the family. The boys learned to farm by example from
their fathers and the girls learned to be homemakers. This situation
changed with the introduction of formal academic education in the late
1800's. In the pioneer community boys r‘eceivea instruction first
because it was felt to bé wasted on girls. In 1877 the first permanent
stone school Was built at St. Paul's and instruction became more or
less universal in the community. During the early years the
curriculum content was at the discretion of the instructor who taught
only subjects which suited his taste and knowiedge. Any literate person
who had the time to do the job was a candidate for master but often

he was "imported". The teacher was paid a very small salary but made
ends meet by boarding with the farhi'lies whose children he instructed.
He ofteﬁ lent a hand with the farm chores as well.

The school operated on a twelve month basis and enrolment was
often as 'many as 50 pupils but during the.busy Vspr‘ing, summer or fall
attendance dropped to a handful as help was Peduir*ed on the farms.

The pupils ages ranged from seven to twenty. 4When a boy had learned
to read, write and do some arithmetlic his edu;:ation was cor‘wsider‘ed

to be complete and he was ready for the Ser‘io.';,ls business of learning to
be a good farmer.

By the turn of the century (1900) girls were encouraged to get

an education but most people still felt that the place of women was in

2%} A — T —~ R Ny Fhm 2
the home. Gradually women are becoming emancipated from their
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stereotype as household workers. One striking example pf the feeling
Qf female inferiority is illustrated by this example. Arthur and his
wife were childless. When male visiforﬂs arrived at Ar‘thu_r"s home the
woman would wait upon the husband and his guests but she did not enter
into the conversation. Arthur and his guests occupied the table in the
‘kitchen while she sat on a chair by herself beside the wood stove.

When the couple went into the village the husband walked ahead of
the woman and she followed behind him bearing their purchases.

During the 1930's it became fairly common for some of the children
to attend the High School in Hanover. This however, was. not a Qniversal
practice. Extra tuition had to be paid and the student was responsible
for his own transportation. ‘Ir.w many farﬁilies the feeling existed that
the talents of the children could be more properly developed at home
doing "useful' things.

_St. Paul's school was closed by the Township in 1966 when a new
central school was built in Ayton and all of the St. Paul's pupils now
travel to this Iar‘ge' school by bus. Many of the older people displayed
great resentment when the small school was clbosed but this is passing.
now.

In St. Paul's school German was never the language of instruction »
but a great many of the children who began their educational careers
there were unilingual in German. When a child began to go to school

this language was a handicap because all instruction was in English.




A great many of the familigé shill spéék the German dialect wilhin
thetr homes and.‘i:\ﬂ_ Company T;A/ith similar families but everyone now
has a workatf‘le kr»ow1edgen\"ovﬁ;EngliSh. "\';‘/er*y few people in the-
community can write mtheGermam l‘é;r\vpguage but most of the elderly

people can read a little. Thisfi’s ih;‘zo small respect due to the fact

that the original settlers were for the gr‘eat/eﬁ:bart illiterate. Those

who could Peaﬁ and write had 11tt1e f‘oppor‘tunity to pass this skill on to
their offspring because of a shortage of books.

The new compulsory school leaving age of 16 with the abolition of
per*miésion to work at 14 means that most of St. Paul's children get
some high school education. However, generally those who are going
to stay on the land remain in school only until they have r;eached the
legal age to leave. Many boys and girls display a preference for rural
life and are not strongly deterred by their parents when they wish to
léave school and become part of the rural economy.

Boys were initiated into traditional farming 1‘ife at a very early

age and children of five or six or even younger accompanied their fathers

shildren were given barn

{.'_vbut no child was given a

Fhis would be detrimental
s:such as the

watering of young ammals or ﬁllmg salt boxes. No—one would perform

his -
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Small girls were given light household duties and these tasks
became their responsibilities. As the child grew older, she was
gradually initiated into the more responsible duties of garden husbandry
and home economics. » Girls and women were in the past very seldom
asked to do any of the stable work except milking.

The gardens are ploughed and the seed_ beds prepared by the men
but after that they usually became the exclusive domain of the women
and girls, However, potatoes and tubnips which require-a lot of manual
labour, employing dangerous draught animals or machinery are
cultivated by the males of/the family. The hoeing falls to the female
members of the household.

Women are very fond of flower grqwihg and nearly every household
garden has a section devoted to the g_r‘owing of cut flowers which are
used as embellishments in the immaculate homes as well as decoration
for the church and the cemétary.

There exists in the community no traditional body of folklore or
myths. If these existed in the past they have been lost. No custom of
fireside story telling betweeh families is present either but.some
popular gho.st stories such as those which follow are related within
the family circles.

It was believed that if a person lay desperately ill, angels could be

seen hovering above the chimney of his residence, at night and if the

individual's condition improved the angels would fade away. If, however,
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he succumbed they descended into the house by means of the chimney
and then suddenly dissolved into the air,

The standard metaphysical story in the area was one of a barn.
haunted by a malevolent ghost. V\/ifhin this barn strange blue lights
appeared at intervals in the stable. The farmer who owned'the barn
became quite- disturbed by the regular appearance of this phenomena
and decided‘to attack it with a long hand}ed hay fork. What he got for
his pains was broken and twisted fork tines hafted upon a brokeh handle.
He felt fhat this unft"‘iendly gesture on the part of the spirit dictated
drastic action by himself. Consequently, the next night he went to the
stable with his Ashot gun. When the light appeared he greeted it with a
double barrelled fusillade of #2 shot. He awakened about an hour later
with a large lump on his head and his gun broken into two pieces.
Apparently,_ he discouraged the apparition because it has never since
reappeared,

Music is popular and at many community home gatherings where
alcohol is served the assembly often sings Deutschland Uber Alles
and the .L_aude_r‘bach. Traditional German hymns are sometimes sung
in the church as yvell . On Saturday nights in tHe loc;al beer outlets
(hotels) in Neustadt, the older German people sometimes sing German
" songs but modern western music is more popular  with most of‘the

young people.
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CHAPTER VI
ST. PAUL'S FUTURE AS A COMMUNITY

The economic roots o.f Normanby Township afe still agricultural
with many f’amilies' deriving the major portion of their ,Hvelihood
directly from tilling thé soil and assimilation of the resulting crops by
livestock. However, some families now supplement their farming
incomes with part time work such as dr.‘iving school buses, caretaking
jobs, and selling agricultural chemicals and r‘eél estate whi'le others
have stopped farming completely in favour of cash labour. The
Pea's.ons for this trend are apparent upon-examination of the economic
history of agriculture in the area.

During the early days of the community -far*ming as an enterprise
was purely a family endeavour. The d.ivision Qf labour based on sex
allotted the activities of the househ;ﬂd, garden, and dairy to women,
_Activities related to the main income aspects of the farming enterprise
were the business of men. Men were responsible for buying and selling
livestock, animal propagation, soil tillage and woodlot management.
Children \}v‘er‘e exbected to contribute to this family enterprise by
performing tasks suitable to sex and age. An ovér*lap of role activity
occurred among very young childr‘er.w of differing sexes because these

children spent most of their time with women. Education for adult roles




was informal. As 001 &5 a male child was big enough he followed his

father about the iatter's daily tasks but girls were confined to the

activities of wornen such as- the household, garden and creamery.

The tasks assigned to men and women were generally well defined
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but were not absolutely dis tinguished from each othér. For instance,
it was not unco‘mmon for women to help in the fields in times of
concentrated activity such as haying, harvesting, and sowing but a man

who expected his wife to assist him in regular tasks was not well regarded
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by his neighbours. The general feeling persisted that unless a man had

no sons, no female of his household should be expected to do "men's work."
Nuclear farﬁilies were generally quite large by modern standards .

Grandparents and other relatives were frequently attached to households.

The following type of household was typicatl:

Ego's family of
procreation

Ego's family of
orientation
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Patrilocality was the ideal situation but the availability of land
often forced the occh*rence of other types of residence.

VThe farming operation itself was of the ''classic" mixed type and
specialization in agriculture was almost non—existent with respect to
crops or livestock; for examp'le, every farmstead had a little of
everything. This factor made any one farm operation indistinguishable
from the others with respectto the goods it produced. Common grain
crops sown were spring wheat, (now very rarely grown), barley, oats,
buckyvheat, and flax. Corn was notably rﬁiséing because of the danger -
of early frost. Field peas were grown for livestock feed in combination
with_the "coarse grains" mentioned above. Surpluses in grain appear
to have been relatively rare with the exception of wheat which was sold
as a cash crop. Flax was grown almost exclusively for cash purposes.

A variety of saleable animals was present on most farms but
swine and cattle were most popular. Sheep were never very important
either commercially or for home us'e. Wool was marketed or home
spun but the mutton was not a favourite food in St. Paul's. Some of
_the older men tell of the agony suffered in a warm church while wearing
a homemade woollen suit. The number of spinning wheels sold at
local auction sales in recent years testify to the industry of the
women in the art of textilé manufacture in earlier times,

Cattle and swine were marketed tor cash but were also the

favorite meats for local ingestion. The favorite breeds of cattle were
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Dual Purpose Shorthorns and Durhams. These cattle produced both
meat and milk indicating that no more importanée was attached to one
product over the other as a sourée of revenue, These cattle were not
éxcellent for eithér* purpose but were adequate producers.

Milk products, (especially butter) were saleable iter:ns, as were
eggsv when they wére available. Chickens which lay eggs-the year -
round are a relatively recent development in poultry science.

The markéting of surpluses in the past was largely confined to
the local area. Grain when it was sold for cash usually went ta the
miller either in Neustadt or Ayton. Butter" and eggs were sold (or
bartered) to general store keepers in these centres also. The miller

Aoften took a portion of wheat for his milling fee and the store keeper
took butter and eggs in trade for such articles as tea, sugar, salt and
other iterr-xs which a family could not produce itself, Barter tr‘a.ding
was never really important pecause the economy of this community was
never divorced completely from that of the prévince or nation. Cash
money was therefore always imborftant. Livéstock marketing is an
example of the dual elemeht of the economic system, Animalé were
generally sold to drovers who came through the area at given periods
during the year (usually spring and autumn), In éddition livestock was
sold at the cattle fairs held in Durham monthly. The marketing of
livestock through either of these channels was generally for cash but

some simple barter trading accompanied these meetings as well
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especially for feeder cattle,

Originally tillage machinery used in the community was designed

for horse traction and a walking operator. The machines were
simple and éontaine'd a. minimum of moving parts, ‘plo_ws for example
consisted of a heavy beam fixed with a stationary mouldboard and
coulter. These, as well as the simple cultivators and drag harrows
could be maintained by the far‘mer‘- with a little help from the local
blacksmith who fashioned iron replacement parts on his anvil. The
motto of the "oldtimers" was, "If it breaks, I'11 fix it myself."

Such machinery made days seem long and the work hard because
nearly all of the operations involved in seeding, haying and harvesting
required heavy labour. If times were hard for men conditions for
women wer‘é, if anything, worse. [.abour saving devices for home and
dairy were r*a;‘é. Hard work and simple machines produced n;\ar\y early
social and economic institutions.

When the original s{mple machihery for tillage was purchased
very little cash was required to maintain it. A family equipped with
simple toolé v'vas' 1ar*gé1y economically independent of large economic
systems because pabts were made or modiﬁeé locally from basic
materials. This phenomenon in company with dominantly local markets
largely contained commerce within the area and a farhily's social and

business acquaintances tended to be the same people. The geographic

proximity of a family to the nearest village and its geographic location



in relation to one of these centres (Ayton or Neustadt) also dictated

the composition of its social conta.tcts. This geographic proximity

still is a factor in the degree of social in’cer\action between the rural
families of St.- Paul-'s and one viﬁage or the other. The South Saugeen
River serves as a social and commercial division point. Families
living on the east side of thAe river almoét invariably gravitate to Ayton
while those on the west side are drawn to Neustadt. No one in the
community tries to explain this pﬁenomena but no one questions its
existence.

The community and the two villages wor*ked'and played together
but it is notable that the citiés and for the most part the larger centres
in the area were excluded largely ‘ﬁﬂom everyday businesé and as a
consequence most socialb activity. The world of the community member‘
cpnsistéd bofthe community itself and the small villages which served
his immediate needs, both social and economic.

The economic boom immediately preceding the First World War
and the years immediately ‘befor‘e the depfession of the 1930's were
the. most pt;osper‘ous periods that St. Péul's has eveh'exper‘ienced.
-DQr‘ing these periods the automot;ile was introduced and industry began
to make its appearance in the larger centres of £he area as mechanized
mass producers.,

With the phenomenal rise in the price of Wheat during this period
as well as a general rise in farm produce prices the standard of living

rose accordingly. Mechanized devices come to the fore. Riding gang




plows, cultivators and discs, binders, mowe'r‘s, and dump rakes
became popular. Field labour became less arduous but not without
great cost to their owners in economic independence. The machines

were expensive to buy and often bro ke down and metal cast replacement

parts could not be made in the local blacksmith shop. Maintenance of these

machines r‘equir*ed the service of a specialist and someone with a large
stock of prefabricated parts of infinite variety. Machines performing
the same functions varied in mechanical composition from manuracturer
to manufacturer and also varied from year to year. Ewven simple parts
such as plow points were not interchangeable because those designed

for one make oflplow would not fit one made by some other company g
nor could they. be used on the same company's model of different years.

Corﬁplex machines made agricultural production moﬁe eﬁ’iciént :
per worker unit but the increase in production for man hours expended
became more and more necessary as the arms began to evolve from
their independent economic existence to reliance on specialists and their
products. Cash dealing became the rule in all transactions involving
the exchangé of goods or labour.

As the stahdard of living continued to improve, specialist consumer
goods became dominant also. Of these, without doubt, the automobile
had tﬁe greatest impact on the community. - This machine rendered long
journeys comparably easy broadening the community world.

The automobile received a mixed weléome dur‘i_ng its early days

because a faction dividéd the community attitude toward the new machine,
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as horsemen decried therm and new owners praised their virtues.
The degree ot econormic and social éhange wrought by the automobile
is inestimable 1nt its debut in the community did achieve a geographica}ly
mobile popt.ilatio.-‘ .

As they came to be widely accepted, automobiles rendered the
community even more susceptible to specialists but these machines
were luxury articles and did not directly impingje on fhe traditional system
of farming. This was not true of the gasoline {’factor. Probably more
than any other machine, it helped to break up. the old economic aﬁd
social systems.

Tractors rendered fhe farmer independent of manual labour by
his neighbours and family, when the new machiﬁe was accompanied by
other devices such as side delivery rakes, two and three furrow plows,
wagons with rubber tires and grain separators which the farmer could
own and operate himself. As thé co—operative 1abdur* system broke
. down the step to the tractor driven gﬁain separator was preceded by
an intermediate stage.

In the early days threshing was accomplished by means of flail
and winnow. This oper‘atiOn was perl“or‘rﬁedv by the_z farmer and his
immediate family. The steam engine and portable separater travelling
its cihéuit from farm to farm processing the barn stored sheaves replaced
flailing but neWer‘ harvesting equipment stimulaﬁed the old social
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institution of co-operative labour in threshing to achieve its acme when

gas tractors became common and groups of farmers went together to
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buy a separator and finally a "big far*rher" bought his own. With this
machin;me the work load of harvest time was cut substantially and no
longer was it necessary for the farmer to store his unthreshed crop
in the mows until the "threshers" came. Grain could now be threshed
directly from the field by the farmer and his sons with the help of a
number of neighbour workers.

As changes in farm work evolved as a result of mechanization
a change i‘n the methods of mér‘keting products from the land appeared.
Eggs and dairy products were collected at the farm by the buyer or
taken to creameries in the villages of Neustadt or: Ayton. - Cattle and
hogs went directly to the packing houses which paid the producer
dir*ectly.v In deaﬁ_ng with these big concerns farm families gradually
lost some of their stature as independent economic units.,

Although much of the food for the family still came largely from
the land a. gr‘ea_ter pr‘opvo.r*tion came to be purchased and clothing
became universally of the. commercial variety. The économic sphere
of the rural family was no longer confined to the local community as
specialists and impersonal marketing extended their world -to the
larger centres and th_e nation at large.

The machinery which dominated the agriculture at St. Paul's
during the early twentieth century and on into the 1920's and 1930's

was the forerunner of greater mechanization in the mid—-twentieth century.



The end of the Second World War saw fully mechanized agriculture
come to the area. Every farm acquired a tractor and tillage, haying, :

and harvesting machinery. Hydraulic tractor mounted plows, traction

lift types of trailing plows, power driven mowers, hay loaders, side
delivéry rékes, iarge discs (disc harrows), bigger and more efficient
culrtivator*s, and seed drills were intr*oduced, The barns wefe equipped
with electricity, milking machines, power chopping mills, and
automatic watering devices for livestock. The day of the horse came

to an end and specialists dominated the scene. Until shortly after the
Secénd Woir‘ld_ War it was still possible for a small family to prosper

in the "mixed farming' tradition. A small farm With five or six hand
milked cows, 100 hens, 20 pigs, and perhabs a few sheep and steers

for fattening could provide a good living for its owners as markets
remained high for most agricultural products because volume pr‘oductioni
was not common. When one commodity declined, others could be relied
upon to carry the en_ter‘pr‘ise. During this period many prospective
farmers with limited capital established themselves with little difficulty.
Most farmers in the community assert that during this'period it was
almost impossible not to make a good livihg. Any mistakes which were
made in-agriculturél trading were usually well covered by the gains in
other areas. The agricultural bonanza was short lived.

Improved farm technology had far reaching effects as time passed.
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man with proper machinery to perform

tasks which previously required the labour ofi his whole family and
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neighbburs but this expensive machinery demanded the services of a
new force of specialists who worked only for cash. The economic
ramifications of this situation soon became painfully apparent to
many farmers. Larger land holdings were reqguired to assure that
the machines would be working during every possible hour in their
‘seasons. Only the acquisition of extra acreage stopped time payments
and depreciation on these from absorbing profits,

As more land came to be worked by fewer men,> the sons of
many farmers soon found that there was no place for them on the land.
Unless the head of a household had been outstandingly successful during
his early farming career, it was nearly impossible for him to set up
" his sons on their own establishments because the cash outlay for
equipment alone represented seve.r‘al thousand dollars. Land also
became more expensive than ever before as the demand for it increased
in direct proportion to the ownership of expensive machinery.

Cost factors have continued to rise as machinery inventories have
grown. Self propelled combines, swathers, balers, forage harvesters,
corn.pickers and planters, post hole diggers, chain saws, éelf unloading
wagons, silage and forage blowers, stable cleaners, manure loaders,
‘power driven manure spreaders, snow blowers, pick up trucks, and
bigger; more expensive tractors are representative of some of the
machines which are found on most of St. Paul's farms today.,.

Present estimates of the cost of setting up a profitable farm in



the community today including sufficient land, machinery and livestock
to make a living, range from fifty to seventy—five thousand dollars.
Few men can get this amount of credit from lending égencies and
fewer have fathers with sufficient money to establish them.

The consequence of this economic dilemma is that the number of
people actually tilling the soil is steadily diminishing. None of the
farms of St. Paul's which are actively producing a living for their
owners now contains less than 100 acres and most contain 200 to 300
acres if one consider“s two or more farms being worked by a man énd
his married spns o‘r‘ brothers co—operatively as one agricultural unit.
In such a co-~operative unit expensive pieces of machiﬁer*y can be
bought collectively.

Increased obportunity qu‘ education is also affecting corﬁmUnity
combosition. More children from this area are attending high school
than ever before. This helps to explain in part diminishing po'pulation,
because ther‘e is very little opportunity in the rﬂurfal community for
- the employment of trained persons except in limited specialized
Farming occupations. As a r‘ésult educated young peoble move out of
the community to the larger urban centfes.

Farming today is fast becoming a highly technical enterprise
" requiring at least a basic knowledge of chemistry, botany, animal
husbandry and veterinary medicine, farm engineering, and economics.

If the community is to persist it is imperative that men staying on the
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land acquire these skills.

L.arge food processing concerns are not unaware of the
inefficiency problem which runs through most of Canada's rural
populations. Consequently, these interests have begun to take steps
to insure that their sources of supply will be standardized and dependable.
One such measure is the process known as "vertical integration.”" This
means that the processor supplies the farmers with the raw materials
needed to produce the desiréd agriculturat commodity and the producer
is bound to sell back his production only to the supplier. Literally
he becomes an employee of the processing concern, Another variation
of the same process is one by which the producer is paid a pre-set
price per unit for each unit he produces for the supplier which is then
deducted from an underwritten production bill. In essence these
concerns are paying farmers wage labour to produce for them, and
freedom to compete on the open market is lost. Farmers in St. Paul's
universally despise this system but each year more families are being
forced to join it if they are to survive. The following are examples
of this .practice.

Oscar Derbecker is the owner of a FaiAr‘ly large farm which he
works with his married son, Emile. I[n addition to the crop land,
cattle and swine this farm contains several iarge pens for*. rea(‘ing
chickens. Oscar and Emile have an agreement with a local poultry
farmm. They receive day olci chicks and raise them to pullets (about 4

months). The poultry farm supplies not only the chicks, but feed, and



advice. Oscar and Emile supply the litter (str‘aw); the housing and
the labour. When the pullets are ready to be put into laying pens the
poultry farm pays these men a presqribed sum per bird for each
chicken that they take from their pens. In effect they are contracting
their equipment and labour.

Reuben Schenk participates in a similar enterprise but deals with
a rival of Oscar Derbecker's company. He has a large poultry house
accomodated to laying hens. Reuben's poultry farm supplvies him with
laying hens and roosters which he feeds according to the supplier's
~specifications. The supplier in turn buys the eggs which Reuben's hens
produce. The. firm supplies the feed, énd Reuben must supply the
housing, litter, and labour. Reuben may not sell the eggs to anyone
else and he must buy the feed from the company.

One of the major packing companies has 'triéd_a similar scheme
in hog produgtion but no one in St. Paul's has tried this yet. The
general feeling is that with pigs they can do better on "their own". How
. long this independence will last is dependent upon how long these farmers
" can bear the ecénorhic competition of the open mar*két. A fear has long
existed in th.is community as it does in many rural ones that city
dwellers in general can't be trusted, but recently hostility has begun
to shift more to fear of big, city busines_s. In 1965 an expression of
this fear wa§ manifested when many of St. Paul's farmers bought shares

in the ill-fated F.A.M.E. scheme. (Farmers Allied Meat Enterprises)
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The basis of this plan was a share system. Shares were sold to 1000
Ontario farmers at $100 per share and this capital was invested ih a
faltering meat packing plant in Burlington, Ontario where all surplus
hogs were to bé processed by the farmer owned company. In theory
this scheme was designed to keep the price of hogs "up' by.forcing
the bu‘yer‘s from the regular commercial packing firms to continually
face an artificial shortage.

The required sum was not raised ahd the scheme failed, The
fact remains however that some farmers in St, Paul's are trying to
do somethiné about the commercial %ixing of prices by big business.

I\/\any of St. Paul's farmers have given their support to the
Ontario Hog Producers Marketing Board.and the Ontario Milk Producers
'Marl;eting Board, but there is a growing uneasiness concerning the
impersonality of these marketing agencies and many of the community's
farmers are beginning to wonder if they have simply traded one master
for another.

Another organization finding great favour among these farmers
is The Ontario Farmers' Union (now the National Farmer's Union).
This body is organized like a trade union and its avowed aim is to get
Better prices for farm produéts by using coercive measubes similar
to those employed by blue collar workers in attempts to gain improved
wages and working conditions from industrial employer‘s. However,

none of the farmers from the."local” which takes in St. Paul's joined



in the tractor march én Ottawa in 1968 but they did support the
action in principle. If the march had been in support of beef or pork
stabilization,overt participation might have been more strongly
expressed. These farmers are not yet willing to look far beyond
immediate benefits nor see themselves és part of the whole industry

of agriculture. This is a basic weakness in the structure of the Ontario
Farmer's Union and one which is causing much disillusionment among
members throughout the country.

During the postal strike of 1968 many of the farmers felt sympathy
for the strikers and voiced moral support for their cause. This may be
partly attributed to the fact that most farmers were not affected
dir;ectly by the strike. Livestock receipts which would normally be
mailed were r‘e_tur‘ned to the producers by the livestock truckers.

If the expression of sympathy for these workers had been
expressed only by Ontario Farmer's Union members it might be
attributed to union teaching. However, sympathy was universal
throughout the community.

Many of the farmers expressed seﬁtiments which indicated that
they felt that the blame f_of the strike lay not with the city pés'tal

workers but rather with big business interests which were endeavouring

to cheat the mail carriers. In effect the farmers were allying themselves

with the postal union against the city interests whom they felt were

cheating them also.



This kind of sentiment among farmers is growing as farm prices
“tend to decline in the face of rising production costs which the community
feels are the result of gouging by their suppliers and buyers.

Although the economic changes and the resulting attitudesvcited
above were important factors in changing the social institutions of the
communi»ty other factors not so directly economic were also
instrumental in this respect. Acceptance of the automobile, for instance,
has done irrepérable damage to the traditional social life of St. Paul's
community.

In the pre—-automobile era a journey of any gr*eat distance was a
tedious undertaking. For example, the nine mile journey to Hanover
took more than an hour and the longer journey to Owen Sound (Forty-
five miles) required several. Moreover, the horse drawn buggies,
demociats-and cutters were uncomfortable in inclement weather and'
too small for many perle. Most travel as a result was restricted to
village visits,

A model T Ford, although almost as uncomfor*tablelas a horse
drawn vehicle, cut travel time in half and modern au’cc;mobiles make
long porneys quick and comfortable. Because of automobiles, the
community of St. Paul's became less dependent on the local communities
for necessities and the luxuries which it dAesir'ed as a result of prosperity.

No longer did young persons feel that a journey to Hanover or

Kitchener was a real novelty and they began to attend distant social
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functions such as dances and parties with rbegular‘ity. Qutside
acguaintances and attitudes made this group more "cosmopolitan"
than their fathers had ever been. One of the best insulators against
social change is geographic isolation and the automobile ended this
for the St. Paul's cAommqnity.

During the "Centennial year" (1967) many people travelled by
car to Expo (Man and His World) in Montreal and trips to L.ondon,
Kitchener, Owen Sound, and Toronto are no longer events 6f great
significance but are regarded as rather e\}er‘yday occurrences by
everyone., |

Nearly every young male in the community today who is ovef* the
age of sixteen and not in school, is the owner of an automobile. Very
few of these owners are staying on the land but get émployment in the
furniture factories in the larger centres of Hanover, Durham, or
Walkerton., A few find employment in -the feed mills at Ayton or Neustadt,
the poultry farm in Ayton, or the bakery. Many of these first jobs aré
temporary and most bbys approaching their late teens or early twenties
seek employment in larger centres. Among those centres choseﬁ for
permanent employment Kitchener is most popular‘.. One reason for this
preference is that many former residents of St. Paul's have already
made their homes there making it easy for a new arrival to seek out
r*ela"cives and friends. These boys are physically mobile driving

everywhere. To be a youth of this class and not pos‘sess an automobile



would be socially unthinkable. When the city workers return on
weekends and during the holiday seasons, the main streets of the two
villages become "automobile shows."

Girls who leave school at sixteén do not usually own automobiles.
This is unnecessary because there is a shortage of girls in St. Paul's
with respect tp the n'umben;‘ of boys in the teénage and early twenty
group thus they have no trouble finding wﬁling chauﬁéubr‘s, Most of
these girls remain at home immediately after leaving school but by
the time they have reached 17 or 18 they have found employment in the
knitting mills in Hanover or as sanders in the furniture factories, or
solderers in an electrical component plant., Some of them also setek
employment in the Ayton bakery or at the poultry fan?rh as egg handlers.
If these girls do not marry by the time they reach their early twenties
they too move to tHe larger cities to seek employment and greater social
activity.

Boys in this working group very rarely return to the land. ft
is economically im’éossible For*bthem to do this. If a boy does not have
the backing of his father to "set him up" on é farm there is little prospect
that he will be able to find capital on his own.

More young people are now staying in school past sixteen than
was formerly true. Their parents geherally have come to believe that
education is a necessary prerequisite to good employmeht and that

many of the children in the high school group are destined to move from
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the area because there is no opportuntiy in St, Paul's. When these
people move o the larger centres they have no intention of ever
returning permanently., -Although they are not as automobile oriented
as their less well educated counterparts they too, recognize the
automobile as a status symbol.

Negative attitudes toward farming as a way of life have developed
among many of the young people. 1t is fashionable for them to speak
of farming as a second rate way to earn a living, This is in direct
opposition to the vafues which are expressed by their elders. The
further one investigates into the older generation lyevels the stronger
the loyalty to farmiing becomes. The attitude now being expressed by
the young people is not an "overnight" occurrence. Most informants
over 35 still extoll the virtues of farming as a way of life but their
feelings on this subject are nolt so strongly expressed as they are by
people in the post 60 group.

One reason for this negative farm attitude is rooted in the change
in the social erjvir‘onment for many of the youth., The social circle of v
the less educated who work away from the farms are people in the
labouring and semi—skilled occupations, many of whom are former
farm people. This group tries to hide their rural origins in favour
of more "'Sophisﬁcated” urban status and endeavours to improve its
social position by degrading farmers and suqggesting these are dumb

clods who stay on the land because they can't '"make good'" in town.,
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This attitude is reflected in the derogatory jargon Qsed‘ by this group
such as "dumb farmer", "hayseed", "rube'", and "hick". The effect
of this social climate on a farm boy working for wages is unestimable.

When young people from St. Paul's attend high school in Hanover,
they meet the children of the small town "aristocracy" for the first time. ‘
I_t is a social fact that many people who live in small centres and who have
been bor*n.and raised thér‘e usually feel that they occupy a higher position
on the social scale than persons énd families who have rural origins; :
The rural student soon discovers that i‘t is soéially comfortable to
imitate these self-styled "aristocrats'" and seek to identify with the téwn
rather than the rural social envirbnhent.’ Many of these studénts have
no intention of Petur‘hing to the rural society when they enter the working
world and feél that they are preparing themselves for their new social
roles. Some of the young people who leave school go directly to the land
or return to it after a brief ex})osur*é to local wage—-labour occupations.
Many of these people are early school dropouts who have no technical
knowledge of any sort except that which has been learned from their
farming families. This type of knowledge was invaluable in the past but -
in this quickly changing agricultural era of specialized production, this
kind of knowledge is no longer adequate.

Th.e following examples illustrate two cases of inadequate training

in management.



Shortly after Ezra's marriage his father wished to retire and
agreed to sell Ezra his farm holdings for a nominal sum of money.
There appeared to be no reason that Ezra could not carry on as
efficiently as his father had but unfortunately he had no knowledg_e of
even rudimentary trading. He bought and sold at the wrong times and
consequently lost money én nearly évery trénsaction. Ezra bought _
éome laying hens for $2.0é when the pr;ice of market egés was high
becausé there Was a shor*tage_of’ mature hens énd the season's pullets
had not yet begun to produce. '.Shortly after, when the market began
to flood with the produce of the new chicken flocks, the egg market

became depressed. Ezra was then forced to market his hens at a 2/3

net loss because their production at the reduced price didn't even cover

the cost of feeding them. This catastrophe could have been avoided if
he had checked the market more closely and had read the Dominion

Bureau of Statistics report on poultry.

The final result of Ezra's ventures into other enterprises were

equally unfortunate. Within 18 months he had lost his entire livestock and-

equipment inventory to his creditors and he was forced to sell his land
to cover his debts. He now works as a 1umb¢r~ handler for a Hanover
furniture factory.

Jacob is another example of an inept manager. Upon the death
.Of his Father*, Jacob bought his farm from the estate and proceeded to '

equip it on credit. (This reauired about 50 theousand dollars.)
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Eventually he became so mired in debt that he could not rheet his
interest payments. In the fall of 1970, Jacob declared bankruptcy.
Without better training for young farmers, there will be more failures
of this kind in the future.

The introduction of television into the St, Paul's-area in the early
1950's has done a great deal to change the social patterns of the
community as well. Most people in the community cite television as
the instr*un;nent which abolished house parties and evéning visiting. AThe
loss of these institutions compounded by the death of co—oper;ative labour
socially isolated many farm families from their neighbours. The only
~time vm.any of these people now meet each other regularly is at church
or school functions.

Television has, howe\/er, broadened the cultural ho,r*i_zons of 7
St. Paul's people. They now watch the same pr‘ogr‘ams'as city viewers.
Commercial advertising on television has introduced a desire for new
- products so that an invehtor:y of the food found in any kitchen in the St.
Paul's community today would largely duplicate brands and types
found in- urban homes. Storekeepers in both ‘Ayton and Neustadt
immediatelystock products seen advertised on television, because if
they don't their customers will go to outlets ‘in ‘Hanover where these
things are available., The stor‘ekeeper‘s r‘eseht the new buying trends

because of the increased capital required to keep stock competitive.
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The effect of television on the children of St. Paul's has been
tremendous. They now learn facts about the world at large which were
unknown to their parents as children. Television has also fostered
attitudes and tastes in these children which are identical with those of
city children.

The automobile carried the farmer to the city and the television
' has brought the city to the farmer.

One of the important results of the changing economy and-the
adoption of more technological devices is a trend to changed attitudes
in the selectionvof spouses. For the group of young people remaining on
the land the ideal types of partners mentioned earlier are still
preferred but the old criteria in mate selection has greatly broken
down among the other groups. Religion is a very important factor
in the selectién of a mate by young people living in the community and
mixed marriages between Catholics and lLutherans occur only rarely.
This is more true now than in the past, Educafed males tend to marry
later than other*s"with the youngest mgrr‘iage's occurring among those -
who return to the land. The males in the former group ‘tend to marry
in their mid—-twenties or later and among the young farmers marriage
usually takes place before jcwenty-—thr*ee. Girls follow this general pattern
also but are one or two years younger than their spouses. Educated girls

tend to marry somewhat later than the rural girls and usually choose a

Some elderly people continue to live with married children but
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this custom is dying. The cash oriented economy of recent years has
fostered a preference among both par‘ents'and children for a separate
house nearby or in one of the villages. The services of nursing homes
are becoming popular also. ’

Mechanization has also wrought great changes in the sexgal
division of labour. on the farms. The introduction of milking parlours .
and bulk milk tanks as a result of a prbﬁtable market for fluid whole
milk has rendered separating unnecessary while the methods of
producing eggs for volume production has removed this activity from
the sphere of women as well. Women's activities are largely confined
now to the care of the children, the household, and the kitchen garden.

Young people who Cén speak the native German tongue are
becormming incfeasingly rare and those who do possess this skill are
usually t;nember_‘s of the group who remain on the land. It is not

improbable that in future generations knowledge of this language will

continue to decline. One factor contributing to this trend is the closing

of the St. Paul's rural school in favour of the New Central School which

draws children from the entire township. This new school provides
the standard elementary education which urban children receive and
German is rarely spoken in the school yvard. If the emphasis on

English cor.\tinues and there is no reason to assume it will not‘, even

the young people who remain in the community will lose
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their knowledge of German. For the children, there is no advantage

in preserving the ethnic heritage except in the family situation, and
many community families have dropped tHe speaki‘ng of German in their
homes. No r‘egular church services have been conducted in Q‘er‘man
since the early 1940's when this was forbidden by the government
although occasionally a German service is held for the elderly members
of the congregation..

In the past, home cured Vand smoked pork was very popular as
well as a wide variety of home—made sausages. The preparation of
these items was a time consuming process, and most families now
purchase these from a commercial outlet although home curing is still
practised by a few families. Home produced and home prepared meat
is still most popular but it ié butchered into fresh cuts whicH are stored
in home deep freeze units.

Most families express a preference for home cured meats, but
use the freezing system of storage for its Simplicity and convenience.
Home canning has been largely replaced by fr‘eez'ing also. Commercially
prepared, foods, especially baking is found on most farm tables but in
the past with the exception of bread, commercial baking products were
rarely used.

Af a recent wedding reception in the Neustadt Comm>unity Centre
the.lunch, consisted entirely of commercial meat and cheese sandwiches

and purchased baking. The older people were disgusted.
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One elderly lady commented: - "That'sure wasn't the Kirg of lunch like

RN

what we're used to." Howevermost beéféliné'chntgéde_ th i.gh:is type”of
food will not ‘nbe rare atr'tl}\ése"” ,évents 1hthe futur‘é. : ..

The annual fall \f’cv‘d'k*;vheld in Neustadtm Septem-se:ﬁ Has also been
‘affected by changirf‘gglvalues. The \%Bc.us of attention (per*ﬁaps as a result
of tele\)ision) now is on the comic parade rather than on the exhibition
itself. In the past domestic science aﬁd livestock were emphasized
and as late as five years ago exhibits of baking, sewing, products of
the kitchen and the home butcher filled the Community Centre. During
the fall of 1970 the display 01; these goods was meagre and home cured
meat products we%e unrepresented. The few exhibits of sewing and
flower arranging occupied only one half of a table running the length of
the hall‘ and the baking display was devoted to special classes sponsored
by commercial firms as saleé pr;omotion gimmicks for their/pr‘oducts.

The largest area of display space was occupied by the women's group of

the Agricultural Society which was selling novelty items and tickets on a

‘,\%c\%lining in number. At the
T ’;‘,

W L
ﬁﬂimer‘CIaL exhibitors who

1970 fair most of the livestock came from Co

truck stock from fair to fair for prize money. Horse showmen were
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congregation a comrmunityy, for example, language, extended families,
co—operative labour, Kinship bonds, a common economic base and
religion are disintegrating. Of those listed above only one element
remains actually tying most of the people together and that is
membership in the church congregation.

Many people now live in the area who are not members of the
coﬁgr‘egation' and this trend has weakened congregational numbers in
that the new comers are occupying land for*mer"ly held by chur‘cﬁ membér's .
The confirmed members however, remain in numbers sufficient to
assure that St. Paul's Church is nét in any real danger of immediate
extinction. Although church membership is relatively stable in size,
the number of church member*sliving in the community is declining.

Young people who find the rural or village life intolerable or -for
whom occupational opportunity is lacking have left St. Paul's for the
large towns or cities th these persons have not severed their ties with
St. Pau_l's chQr‘ch bécause much of this youth gravitated to areas
where friends and relatives who also héve ties with the community reside.
By this process St. Paul's has acquired many '"satellite" congregations.
Persons comprising this secondary congregation became members
of other L.utheran churches but in most instancés regard St. Paul's as
the home church as do many of their children.

The members of the -church council' récently became divided

secularly into two factions based on membership in two rival farm

protection groups, for example, The Ontario Farmer's Union and the
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Ontario Federation of Agriculture. The members of each faction
managed to restrict their mutual animosity to non-~church matters
and the council has remained united indicating that the tradition of
holding church matters above private conflicts still prevails.

The Sunday School, LLuther League, lLadies Aid and Church
Council all remain as strong viable and integrating units binding’ the
congregation together but the most active segments of thes‘.e or;ganizat'ions
comer from thé rural community. [f these people are displaced because of
changing economic conditions, the church political structur*é in its
present form ‘will be irreparably weakened.

Should the physical str‘uc;tur‘e (the building) be lost fhr*ough some
natural calamity, for examplé, fire, wind etc., ‘the church as a
politically binding institution for the community would die because
some members have recently expressed doubt that the structure would
be rebuilt. However St. FPaul's would not die as a church but Céuld
persist in satellite congregétiorxs for some time.

A constant danger to community cohesioh is the displacement of
primary by secondary relationships. Many factors haVe contributed to
this trend but. the major ones include the entry of the community.ir\to an
economy oriented to cash buying, selling and labour and the. loss of
neighbourly closeness in co—opera_tive labour as well as the loss of the
school as an institution which provided a centre of social activity, the

autormobile and television.
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In the past possession of a common language distinct from English
had a unifying effect as did persecution by other ethnic groups. Both
elements have now aimos_t totally vanished.

Although many of the Community members today do not belong
to St. Paul's church, it remains as the nucleus for the community. As
a cohesive instrument for the community, it remains par;arhount although
it grows weaker as the per‘spective; of its people broaden and become
nﬁor‘e seculér. The loss of land to people outside the congr*egatién may
finally cause the collapse of this institution. If this happens,- St. Paul's
will cease to be a community and the population will be transformed into
a mere aggregation of rural peclnnple dominated by secondary relations(hipé.
instead of a community, St. Paul's will be simply andther faceless

segment of the urban oriented, rural, Canadian economic structure.




I

— |

Arhold He‘ﬁmuth' Lena Offivia John
A(Schmidt'L (Schufeldt) - Ortnﬂan) (Metzger)
e -
< -

ANOO L

Jacob Doneen

Isgac Mary r Cl

I8

5K

Kin Relationships Among Four Families

- Key: Death Q

M 3ENOI-




82

THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO AND THE RELATIVE LOCATION OF
NORMANBY TOWNSHIP
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