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PREFACE

To my knowledge, no study of the political thought
and career of Charles Clarke has been undertaken, It is
my intention in the following pages of this thesis to
attempt such a study.

Charles Cl:arke was very much a product of the warld
in which he lived. He was, in a real and significant sense,
a part of everything and everyone he met. For this reason,
I have devoted my effort to an analysis of Clarke's
political career against the background of an age that
was instrumental in shaping his thought and determining
the course his public life wauld take.

I would like to express my thanks to Professor
Goldwin French of lMcMaster University for guiding and
assisting me in the preparation of this thesis. I also
owe my gratitude to the staff of the Public Archives of
Ontario, the Public Archives of Canada, the Llora Public
Library, the Toronto Reference Library, and the Legislative
Library of the Province of Ontario, who did so much to
make essential source material readily available to me,.
Finally, I should like to make reference to my wife, whose

assistance in this work was inv&luaéle.
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AN ADDRESS TO THE YOUNG MEN OF ENGLAND,

Charles Clarke was born in the Stone Bow, an
historic building situated in the heart of Lihcoln, England,
on November 28, 1826, The only son of the city grain
inspector, Clarke spent his childhood in a comfortable
if modest middle-class home inhabited by a family that
displayed little want of affection or friends.

As he grew to maturity, young Clarke often turned
his attention from his secure parental environment to the
world about him. He would sit by the hour in the living
roons of the Stone Bow gazing out upon the High Street and
watching, with a growing sense of wonder and excitement,
the varying scenes and happenings which passed in the life
below, A For such a serious, inquiring young man coming of
age in Victorian England, there scemed no end of things to
be secen and heard and remeubered,

Every Englishman born between 1815 and 1850 was
caught up in the combined aftermath of two great social
and political revolutions, the American and the French:

two great social and economic upheavals, the agrarian and

1. Charles Clarke, Sixty Years in Upper Canada

(Toronto: William .Briggs, 1908), 7.



the industrial revolutions, and of two great foreign
wars, the French Revolutionary and the Napoleonic. The
American and French Revolutions set in motion a whole
tide of new forces and ideas in the political life of the
Western world, The agrarian and industrial revolutions
transformed England from an agricultural nation ruled by
squires, parsons and landed gentry, into an industrial
nation dominated by new classes produced by economic
expansion and business enterprise. Finally, the French
Revolutionary and the Napoleonic Wars cut across the
effects of both of these other events, speeding industrial=-
ization but retarding social and political reforms.

In the light of these great evenmts it is not
surprising that young Clarke found life in Lincoln filled
with a spirit of activity and adventure. "It was indeed
a valued privilege, "he wrote later in life, "to be born
at such a time and amidst such surroundings. The dead
level of the eighteenth century...had come to an end.
Progress in its protean forms came with the downfall of
Napoleon, and the people having felt their strength,
slowly but surely asserted it." 3

Epochal events were carrying Britain to the brink

2. David Thomson, England in the Nineteenth Century

(Harmondsworth, 1955), 32-34.
3. Clarke, 10.



of an era of prosperity and greatness unrivalled in her
whole history. It was a time of strenuous activity and
dynamic change, of ferment of ideas and great inventiveness
énd expansion, At the same time, it was a period marked
by recurrent social distress, economic crisis and political
strife,
Such was the temper and spirit of Victorian England.
It was an age that would leave a profound and lasting
impression on the future life and thought of Charles Clarke.
Clarke was introduced formally to Victorian England
in the classroom. To begin his education, his parents
sent him to a small academy in Lincoln run by Thomas
Cooper. Here, Clarke was presented with a variety of
subjects devoted primarily to a study of the literature
and history of western civilization. His time in the
Academy was spent reading in Latin, Greek and French,
studying the writings of Milton, Shakespeare and Byron,
and learning of the glories of Greece and Rome, the voyages
of Columbus and the revolutionary traditions of America
and France,
While all of these subjects engaged Clarke's

attention, none proved of more interest to him than Cooper's

4. Clarke, 12-13.



studies in the rudiments of citizenship. "We were made as

familiar as boys could well be, Clarke recalled in later

life, "with the various forms of government and...we were

strongly tinctured with the belief that a free republic is
5

infinitely better than an unlimited monarchy.”

Such remarks, coming from a graduate of Cooper's
academy, are not without meaning and significance. An
exponent of nineteenth century English liberalism, Thomas
Cooper was strongly influenced by a political philosophy
dedicated to the realization of democracy. He stood among
a growing array of Britons who sought peacefully to free
their country from the shackles of landed privilege, power
and monopoly. Impulsive and positive in his opinions,
and energetic in his expression of them, it was to be
expected that Cooper would attempt to impart his ideas to
,his classes.

From their studies of municipal government, the
pupils at the Academy learned of the creditable efforts
being made by Sir Samuel Romilly, Fowell Buxton, William
Wilberforce and Sir Robert Peel, to improve public law and
order in the towns and cities of England. Their classes in

the character and function of the British parliamentary

5. Clarke, 13.



system introduced them to the varied movements for political
reform being led by Lord John Russell and Earl Grey, and

by the well known Radicals, Francis Place and Joseph Hume,
Finally, their lessons in civic affairs gave them some
understanding of the new forms of wealth - manufacturing

and commerce - that had been produced by the Industrial
Revolution, and taught them something of the popular campaigns
of Richard Cobden and Jonn Bright for the repeal of the

Corn Laws and the adoption of Free Trade,

After a short stay at Cooper's academy, Clarke left
to continue his education in a boarding school at Waddington
near Lincoln. Here, he was placed in the charge of George
Boole, a self-taught man of liberal principles who was to
become a well known Professor of Mathematics at Queen's
College, Cork. As an educator, Boole strove, "to travel
far beyond the average teacher as to the quality of books
put into the hands of his pupils," and he aimed at, "the
elevation of taste and cultivation of the mind." In
addition, he frequently assigned his pupils compositions,
believing that the essay was the true test of a student's
progress. No doubt, this practice in writing stood well

with Clarke in his later venture into the field of journalism.

6. Clarke, 18.



The influence Cooper and Boole had on Clarke's life
is significant. Men of learning and conviction, they both
imparted far more than an academic knowledge of western
civilization to their young pupil. They taught Clarke to
see and appreciate ideas and men that were shaping his own
Victorian world. They instilled in him their own faith in
man and the democratic process, and they left him their
owvn sympathy for tolerance, for progress and for refornm.
Throughout his life, Charles Clarke never hesitated to
acknowledge his debt for these lessons,

A premature departure from the classroom, precipitated
by the untimely death of his father, did not still Clarke's
boyish interest in the political life of his age. Apprent=-
iced at the age of fourteen to a large drapery concern in
Lincoln, he forfeited few opportunities to see and hear
prominent public figures debate the great issues of the day.

On more than one occasion, he abandoned the drapery
shop to hear the local Reformer, Bulwer Lytton, campaign
against the evils of Toryism, and once he had the privilege
of seeing Daniel O'Connell and hearing the great Irish

liberator address a large audience in front of the City

Arms hotel.7 A short time later, he had another memorable

experience in seeing Richard Cobden and John Bright, and

70 Clarke ) 2}"29 °



listening to Bright speak before the farmers of Lincoln on

the guestion of the repeal of the Corn Laws and the adoption
of free trade., Of this latter occasion he later wrote,

"I stole away from umy work for a few precious minutes to
obtain a glimpse, however brief, of men whom I admired so
muche I had to hurry back, but I had seen them,"

That Charles Clarke held such admiration for Cobden
and Bright, is not surprising. Indeed, his preference
generally for political figures of Liberal leanings is
guite understandable when consideration is given to
influences that were already sharing in the early méulding
of his character,

The ardent Liberalism of Clarke's teachers, their
ieal for political liberty and their acid distaste for
every Tory prejudice and priviiege, was not the only force
that was stamping his politics. A product of the nineteenth
century urban middle class, Clarke had every reason to
sympathize with Bulwer's demand for political reforms
that would ensure a more equitable representation in
Parliament for the cities and towns of England. In like
manner, his social and economic environment persuaded him

to endorse the platform of the Manchester Liberals, when

8. Clarke, 29.



it was thought thieir doctrines would benefit the urban
dweller at the expense of the nation's strongly entrenched
Tory landlords.

These varied influences, exerted against the back-
ground of impressive torchlight processions, vehement
political speeches and persuasive campaign slogans, were
instrumental in infusing young Clarke with many tenets of
nineteenth century Liberalism.

To further his knowledge of this political philosophy,
he read extensively from leading reform Jjournals and
acquainted himself with Chartist demands for the extension
of parliamentary democracy. At the same tipe, he offered
his service to the Manchester Liberals, becoming an active
participant in the work of the Anti-Corn Law League.9

‘These activities of an ambitious youthful spirit
betray the political path Clarke had chosen. But it was
his talent for writing, which through journalism would
make his name in future, that revealed the depth and
maturity of his burgeoning political thought.

At fifteen, Clarke drafted "An Address to the Young
Men™ eloquently appealing for the use of the great moral,

intellectual and spiritual force of young men in the cause

9. Clarke, 45.
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‘her banner (and) achieve for cur land,..f{reedom of

of progress and reformes Subumitted to Richard Cobden, and
subsequently returned by that great man with a brief note
of approval, this single tract epitomized Charles Clarke's
burgeoning liberal creed, "If we take but a cursory
glance at the great moral force of young mens,.the ine
terests they represent, the affections they balance,
their preponderance in the scale or their influence
in society, we may readily come to the conclusion
that in every public exertion their aid is especially
required,"

| With a passionate youthful idealism, Clarke called
upon his political saint to realize the final triumph
of English Liberalism by tapping this great reservoir
in the body social: "There are thousands of young men
who riqutre but a call for Liberty to enlist under
opinion, justice of decision and liberty of action."ll

Once gathered together, these young Britons would,

Ontaric uUepartment of Public Records and Archives,
Clarke Papers, Charles Clarke to Richard Cobden, ca,

December, 1841,

11. Ibid,



12.

13.

10

open a tremendous artillery of knowledge...upon the dark,
hitherto unfathomable dungeons of ignorance of owr modern
aristocrats, and with their ability would throw down the
bulwarks of tyranny and expose to the light of better
days the rampant grinding absolutism of our Tory rulers.” 12

Such glowing expectations were not without the
support of historical precedent. Young men in other ages
had often displayed an enthusiastic response to the call
of liberty:

‘I we take the French Revolution as an

instance, {rom whom emanated the brightest

visions of glory, whose the clearest

principles, whose the moral code, whose

the noblest action, whose the most liberal

sentiment, whose the greatest will for

liverty? It was the young men, A

Other chapters taken from the revolutionary
traditions of the Western world supplied Clarke with
additional evidence of the concern of youth for the
principle of human freedom:

‘When America struggled for her independence,

who most speedily enrolled under their

P.A.O,, Clarke Papers, Charles Clarke to Richard Cobden,
ca. December, 1841,

Ibid.
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country's banner, who at Boston turned

from the ships the odious tea, who bore

the brunt of Bunker Hill, who were the

first to elevate the stars and stripes?

History tells us, the young meni "

If the youth of France and America was willing to
fight "tyranny, ignorance and misplaced power" there was
ne reason in Clarke's mind to expect less from his own
countrymen, Victorian England certainly off'ered her
young people an equal number of injustices to combat:

“Adverse conditions of capitalists and

labour alike exist in Manchester where

Poverty and Tyranny walk the streets,

At Stirling and Nottingham, parties

parade the streets clamouring for foode.e.

in Sheffield and Bimingham riots are a

daily occurrence, Ruin, Fall, Desolation

are now the watchwords - surely Babylon

is fallen,’ 15

Clarke's talent for cobserving and reporting
national tragedy was matched by the creditable intelligence
he displayed in diagnosing the cause of Britain's social

and economic ills. In his Address to the Young Men, he

14. P.A.O., Clarke Papers, Charles Clarke to Richard Cobden,
ca. December, 1841,

15, Ibid,



16.

17.

12

stoutly maintained that, "the cause of this present
suffering is the Corn Laws,"” and warned Richard Cobden
that . "unless this monstrous evil be immediately and
entirely remnoved, your once happy couniry will not only
be made desticute but it will sink into an insignificance
totally unprecedented in the annals of nations.,”

To prevent such a catastrophe, a widespread
campaign must be launched for the active support of the
nation's young mechanics, scholars, capitalists, farmers,
tradesmen and landowners. A weekly periodical, "exposing
the nefarious conduct of government” must be circulated,
pamphlets must be written, petitions prepared and demands
forwarded to high offices., The nation's youth must be
persuaded to agitate for the abolition of the infamous
Bread Tax and prove by their actions, "that you are guided
by feelings of regard for your fellow men and for the
happiness of the present and future race," In this way
alone, "will the patient of Sir R. Peel be prepared to
bear the change which Free Trade must effect.” 7

Clarke's "Address" clearly reveals the benign
innocence with which he approached the subject of Free

Trade. The long and bitter struggle surrounding this

P.A.0., Clarke Papers, Charles Clarke to Richard Cobden,
ca. December, 1841.

Ibid.
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nineteenth century doctrine was conducted in very
exaggerated terms and the importance both of the Corn Laws
and of their repeal was inflated out of all proportion by
the demagogic methods of the Anti-~Corn lLaw League. Even
with the advent of repeal, prices did not fall greatly, and
economic and social conditions remained depressed and
unstable for quite other reasons which had been ignored by
the opponents of the Corn Laws.18 Certainly, Adam Smith's
doctrine never secured for England the respite from economiec
and socizal injustice that young Clarke believed it would.
These cbservations are not made to detract from
the importance free-trade liberalism had on the casting
of Charles Clarke's political character., If his"Address
to the Young Men"overlooked the battle for higher profits
that lay behind this creed, and misread the future changes
this doctrine would effect, it did touch on its broader
implications for national power, peace and prosperity.
When it is remembered that it was‘this aspect of free-
trade liberalism that laid the ideological foundations of
Victorian England, it is not difficult to appreciate the
influence Clarke's world was exerting on his ideas and

beliefs.

18. Thomson, 80=-81l.
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Clarke did not remain in England to witness the
final denise of the Corn Laws. Three years after he wrote
his famous lstter to Richard Cobden, he turncd his face
westward to begin life in a new land., Perhaps Canada
would afford the challenge and opportunity required by a
young crusading Englishman anxious to test his newly

acquired zeal for reform and progress,



CANADA WEST: RESPONSIBILITY AND REFORI.

The Superd was a timber and cotton ship built on
the Clyde many years before, but it was the first vessel
to leave Liverpool in that spring of 1844, and time was of
the essence for a young run-away apprentice, To be sure,
Clarke had conscientious scruples about the manner of
his departure from Mr, Norton's drapery concern, "but, alasl!
they withered almost ere they bloom%d."l After all, there
was no longer any real reason to endure the drudgery of the
dry=-goods shope Had not a recent second marriage provided
for his widowed mother and left her securely established in
Canada? Only a lad totally lacking in the spirit of
adventure would turn from the opportunities for a new life
that this absence of family responsibility provided.2

Landing in New York with less than ten pounda-in
his possession, Clarke was confronted with the problem of
financing the last stage of his journey to Canada. Fortune
however favoured the young immigrant. The day the
Superb cast anchor, the liner lottingeur arrived from Livere

pool with Clarke's uncle and his family. By effecting the

1. Clarke, 3l.

2. Ibido, 31‘320



necessary loan fren his uncle, Clarke was able to guit
the city, and on June 23, 1844 he arrived at Fort Robinson
on the ¥elland Canal.

Lauigrants to Camuda in bhe uid-nineteenti: century
found a land inhabited by about two million people scattered
in a straggling band of settlenent that stretched for a
thousand miles along the S5t. Lawrence waber systau.B At
first, this vast virgin expanse, with its anclent soaring
forests and bacxwoods clearings, appeared wholly unlike
the more wature civilizations of the western worlde. And
yet, this outlying, pioneer community was constautly being
exposed to more fauiliar forces that steumed from without.
When Clarke arrived, the storm over responsible government
was drawing beavily upon both Lurope and America for
guidance and inspiration. American principles of equality
and democracy together wita the hallowed traditions of the
Britonts fight for liberty against despotism, were providing
the colony's Heform party with powerful ideological support,
At tnse same time however, widespread sentiments of loyalbty
in Inglish~gpeaking Canada, coupled with an ingrained
popular aversion to republicanism, were supplying the

critics of reform with equally strong sources of strengthe

3o John Charles Dent, The Last Forty Years
{Toronto: George Virtue, 1881), I, 52«62,
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The principles of freedom and parliamentary democracy

were constantly being challenged by traditions of authority
and oligarchic rule.lP The result was to sharpen future
conflicts in Canadian affairs.

Other political issues confronting new arrivals
to Canada embodied less familiar principles. These sprung
from sources within the colony itself. Apart from the
question of responsible government, there were disputes
over the claims of the Church of England to privileges of
establishment:, the contest over Anglican endowments in
clergy reserve lands, and the struggle to free King's
College, the provincial university, from exclusive Anglican
control.5 And dwarfing all of these problems, there was
the ever-present friction between Canada's two great cultures
that threatened to erupt and destroy the precarious union
of Upper and Lower Canada that had been achieved only a
few years before.

These were the outlines of the future rising on the
horizon when Charles Clarke steppzd ashore at Port HRobinson
in that summer month of 1844. This was the land to which
the young Lincoln lad had come. Here, Clarke would find

both challenge and promise offered side by side. Here,

L. Dent, I, 357-360.

5. J.M.3. Careless, Brown of the Globe: The Voice of Upper Canada

1818-1859, (Toronto: Macmillan Company Limited, 1959), 31-32.
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he would discovar the call of righteous causes to which
his whole background and experience committed him,

First however, a place to settle had to be found,
a means of livelihood had to be decided upon, and news of
home had to be procured., Clarke's step-father John L.
Kirk, had already purchased a small farm in the township
of Canvoro in the Riagara Peninsula and it was here that
the first years in Canada were spent. It was hard work,
but Clarke enjoyed helping his family reclaim and improve
the land, He learned how to seed and harrow and plough,
and he acquired additional skills helping erect a [frame
house and a stable from roughe-hewed timbers, Untorﬁunately
however, an allergy to the Canadian thistle brought on
severe attacks of fever and forced Clarke to move to
a healthier climata.6

In 1848 he accompanied his step-father to Lloraj
a newly formed village nestled on the bamks of the Grand
River about thirteen miles north of Guelph. l!ere, John
Kirk made his decision to abandon farming for a mercantile
life, "which seemed to afford a quicker and better means
of securing a comfortable home."7 when Clarke and his

family arrived, Elora could only boast of two houses, a mill, and

6+ Jeitse Connons, The Farly History of Llora, Ontario

(Elora: The Elora Express and the Fergus News
Record 1930), 135.
7. Clarke, 42«43,
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& distillery. But, tlhe surrounding countryside was fertile
and future prospects seemed bright. In the meantime, there
were new friendships to cultivate and a new envircnment to
explore. And of course, therc were always welcome letters
from home to be read in the evenings.

Soon after his arrival in Canocda, Clarke received
word that his former teacher Thomas Cooper had been relezsed
from prison after having served twe years on a charge of
conspiracy. Alweys a man of the people, Cooper had
abandoned tiie classroom for a political career and had
quickly risen to a place of prominence in the Chartist
wovement. Sponsored by the London Workingmen's Asgsociation,
the Chartists derived their name from the "Peoples Charter,”
a legislative program countaining Jemands for universal
male sulfrage, election by secret ballot, and annual
Parliamentary clectiocns,.

Born out of widespread workingelass dissatisfaction
with the Reforu Bill of 1832 and the Poor Law of 183l, the
Chartists had launched a national campaign for their
program. JIt was while addressing a large crowd of workinge
men in the Staffordshire Potteries on the Chartist demands

that Cooper had been arrested. A riot had followeéd in

R.Ls Schuyler and C.C. Weston, British Constitutional

History Since 1832 (Toronto: Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 1957),

328'"‘35 o



the wake of his cration, and although he was not directly
involved, a charge of inciting to rict had been brought
against him. ie was tried for sedition and confined to
Stafford jail.

Hot until 1845 did Clarke learn that his beloved
teacher had won his [reedome A former schocl uate, Ceorge
Hancock, wrote that Cooper had left Stalford for Lendon,
bent upon a literary career. While in prison he had
writhen a poem of soue merit entitled, "The Purgatory of
Suicides"and he was now determined to compile a religious
tract on "The ‘vidences of ChriStianity."g "I censider
Hre Ce a3 on the highway to lasting rsputation, "Hancock
concluded, “He is undoubtedly a man of very considsrable
abllities and attainm@nts."lo

Not confining his letter to news of old friends,
Hancock had dwolt at lengbh on political developments in
Britaine It was apparent by the winter of 1845, that the
alements of time and tide had fiaally worked in favour of
frae trale. Bad harvests in England and a potato faming in
irelanlt had precipitated a national crisis and rumours of
the imminent abolition of the Corn Laws were rife, "Every

Jorn Law Repealer looks forward in a state ol joyous

90 Clal"ke, 1}19-160

10 P.AsO., Clarke Papers, Hancock to Clarke, December 10, 1845,
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anticipation tec the aprroaching copering of Parliamont,”
Hancock wrote. MScone inportant wmeasures will certainly be
brought forward in the next sessione. The Times has
published & stateuent tantamovnt to an aduission of repeal,
There are rumours of the resignsticn of the lremiler being

R 1
Leard et all tlie Clubs.” 1

Pinally, the long awaited rews had reachec Canboroe.
Repeal had beer elfected. Sir hobert"“"cl the gifted leader
of Dritish conscrvatism, had breached the raasparts of his
own class and proposed to abolish the Corn laws. Paced
with rising uncaployment and nounting social umrest, and
convinced that repeal was inevitable, Peel had resigned
office in favour of Russell ani the Whigs. It was the
refusal of the Whigs te clush with the overwhelmingly
Tory House of Lords on the issue of repsal that had
brought ths congervative laader back into office dotermined
to give the nation what it wanted - free trade. His motion
had passed the Commons with tLhe assistance of the Whigs
and had received the reluctant consent of the Lords. AL
tue expenss of breaking his own party, Peel had tarninated
a political deadlocx and avarted a national crisis. Thus

the Corn Laws were abolished in 138456,

1le PeAeQe, Clarke Papers, Hancock to Clarke, Ueceasber 10, 1845,



News f{rom the old world continucd to cross the
Atlsntic following the advent of free trade. In Britain
and in Burope, the spirit of progress and reform was
evident everywiere. In 1848, Clarke learned of the form=
ation of 2 new refora party in toe Houss of Jommons directed
to the original Chartist cause ol parliamentary democracy
and constitutionali raforas Althougn support for Chartisa
in receat years iad beeu drawn off by tihe Anti-Corn Law
League and trade unionisum, its Jdecline as a political
aovensnt wWas aore apparent than rual.12 Under tae
leadership of Joseph Hume and Hichard Cobden, {ifty-two

-members ol Parilasonv were now prepared Lo renew Chartist
demands for vote by ballot, equal slectoral disvricts and

. | , 13
universal male suilrage.

On the contineut, the spectre ol revolution was
everywhere in cvidence., Hancock observed, "from north to
south, frou cast to wesl == [rom Norway to ftaly and from
Greece to Jpain =« all Surope is turbulence and dissatise
factioa.“l weonomic depression coupled with political
absolutism Lad resulted in widespresd popular uprisings
in almest every ‘aiea ol bLhe continente Led by a rising

group of micale cluss intellectuals, and characterized by

12, Thomson, &86=87,
15e PelAeOe, Clarke Papers, Hancock to Clarke, May 28, 1848,

14. Ibid., May 28, 1848,
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a single individual, who has dared to

condemn their actions. L8

Time unfortunately was to betray liberal expec-
tations. Little immediate benefit would be gained from
the new order in Europe. The revolutions of 1848 were
to be, "a beacon, warning tyrants of all nations,™ but
within one year Hancock would sadly report to his friend
in Canada that, "very little benefit has been achieved:"

Just one year has elapsed since the birth

of the (French) Republic, and communism,

labour organization, press liberty, and

even the Republic itself are out of

favour with the people, while the

Presidentship seems not unlikely to

deteriorate intc a life dictatorship,
if not a monarchy. 32

Elsewhere in Europe, the future of democracy was
equally uncertain. "In Hungary,™ Hancock wrote, "the war
continues.™ In Prussia, "the king has definitely and
formally declined the Imperial Crown of Germany." Any

hope of a constitutional solution arising from the work

of the Frankfort Assembly, "now remains to be seen.,”

18. P.A.0O., Clarke Papers, Hancock to Clarke, March 5, 1848.
19, Ibid., February 25, 1849.
20, Ibid., May 11, 1849.
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But these were future events. The spring and suwmmer
of 1848 saw reform prospects in the ascendency throughout
the western world. Good news reaching Elora from Europe
mingled indiscriminately with word of liberal triumphs
in the colony itself.

In March, the Toronto Examiner brought Clarke
word of a non=confidence motion passed against the govern-
ment in the lower house., The feeble and divided Con=-
servative ministry, having suffered serious reverses in
the recent general election, had given way to the Reformers
led by Baldwin, Hincks and Lafontaine.

Charles Clarke knew that this was a turning point
in Canadian history. A popular government was being
peacefully established. A Tory administration supported
by the whole strength of previous governors and bolstered
by the prestige attached to the claims of loyalty and
tradition had been defeated by a political faction which
had frequently been called disloyal.21 A united Reform
party had been accepted by British authority solely on
the ground of its approval by the people. The great
principle which the Reformers represented - the principle

on which they had staked their very existence as a

21. Dent, II, 76.



political party = had at last triumphed, Responsible
gbvernmeﬁt was a realitye.

It had been a long and a bitter struggle. Prior
to the arrival of Lord Elgin as Governor General in 1847,
responsible government had consistently been denied as
wholly incompatible with the constitutional status of
a British colony. Elgin's predecessors and their superiors
in London had steadfastly maintained that the parogatives
of the Crown ca:ld only be upheld by keeping constituticnal
initiative fimly vested in the office of the Crown's
representative, In 1843, Governor Metcalf had forced the
resignation of the first Reform ministry by entering the
electoral lists in defense of this position. The executive'
Council in the colonial administration exists he said,
solely as an advisory body. The Governor is under no
obligation, constitutional or otherwise tc accept the
advice of its meubers regardless of the degree of confidence
they enjoy in the legislative assembly.

Now a more enlightencd British official supported
by new perscnalities in the Colonial Oifice was prepared
to abandon precedent and tradition, Henceforth,

constitutional initiative would lie not with tie Governor

2le D@ntv, II’ 126.
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but with his advisers in the Execcutive Council as long
as they enjoyed the support of a legislative majority.
The of'fice of Governor General would function in the
future in the manner of a constitutional monarchy. The
Governor General would not act above or beslde his chief
ministers as had been the earller tendency, but through
them, The Executive Council would ceass to be an ine-
dependent authority responsible to the Governor alone,
It wouli become a cabinet, through which, and on the
advice of which, the initiative in governument is taken,
It was Elgint's opinion, and one endorsed by
Lord Grey, his superior in the Colonial office, that
the constitutional concession they were prepared to
make would in no way infringe upon the cherished rights
of the Crown, "i have tried both systems," ilgin wrote
in 1849, "In Jamaica there was no Responsible
Government, but I had not half the power I-hagg here
with my constitutional and changing Cabinet,”
Responsibility in government need not impair
the royal authority or disrupt the lmperial association,
fElgin sincerely believsd this, and it was in this belief
that he resclved to accept full responsibility as the Crown's

23. Dent, II, 121,




28

representative for all measures passed by his colcnial
ministers,

The Reformers were elated. The last great
constitutional obstacle to popular government had been
removed, In future, the Queen's government would function
in accordance with the wishes of the majority. The second
Reform ministry, called into existence by Lord Elgin,
promised to develop the resources of the province and to
promote the sccial and economic well-~being of the in=-
habitants, Administration and reform were to he its
watchwords. The development of Canada would be its sole
concern,

The summer and fall of 1848 found Reform ministers
busily preparing various important measures for parliament's
approval. The Houses were summoned on the 1l8th of January,
1849. In his spesch opening the new session, Elgin
promised a year fruitful in reform. JImunigration was to
be regulated, financial provision was tc be nade for
common schools, and legislation on the judicature of the
province and its municipal institutions was to be
introduced., In addition, provision was to be made for
the creation of a non-sectarian university. The weeks

that followed saw the Governor General honour his resolve
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to accept responsibility for these and other ministerial
enactments., The Baldwin Lafontaine ministry won royal
assent to a University Bill for Upper Canada, a Municipal
Corporations Bill for Upper Canada, a bill for the uore
effectual administration of justice in the Courts of
LChancery in both Upper and Lower Camda, and a Rebellion
Losses Bill.zh

It was the latter bill that made 1849 a notable
year in the history of Canadian political and constitutional
evolution, and it was the Rebellion Losses controversy
that formally ushered Charles Clarke into the arena of
reform politics in the celony.

It is not surprising that Clarke chose to join in
the political ferment of his new home on the side of the
Reformers. Dver since his arrival in Canada, his ardent
political instincis and his devotion to progress and
reforn had made him sympathetic to their cause.zs Like
the followers of Robert Baldwin, Clarke was strongly
influenced by the philosophy of nineteenth century English
Liberalisme, Ilie believed, as they did, in the free
competition of ideas and opinicns and the free enterprise
in propounding and discussing them, that was the essence

of this creed. And he accepted their traditional Liberal

2he Dent, II, 136-143.
25. Clarke, 45.
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definition of the goals oi society as the attainment of
maximun production in ecconcmics, individual freedom in
politics, free association in society and {reedom of
religious worshipe.

Clarke knew that the struggle to achieve these
objectives was not confined to Canada and Great Britain.
Hancock had already sent word of the fervor of revolution-
ary progress sweeping EBurope, and news of the tide of
Democratic radicalism running high in the United States
appeared daily in Camadian journals.26 By the uiddle of
the century strenuous efforts were being made throughout
the Western world to realize the ideals of freedom and
equality. "Men everywhere™, Clarke observed, "were being
shaken out oi theic jog-trot beatitude into incipient
warfare between parties . « « Gbverywhere, kingly thrones
were tottering and universal crash seemed possible." 2l

It was a heady atmosphere for a man of Clarke's
political convictions and it did strengthen his determination
to engage actively in advancing the cause of reform in the

colony.

26. Clarke, 46,
27. Ibid.



TRACTS FOR TiE TIHES

The year that witnessed the inauguration of the
Baldwin Lafcontaine nministry found Clarke in the employment
of a leading Hefora Journal in Upper Canada. After leaving
John Kirk's dryegoods concern in Elora irn 1648 to gain
additicnal business experience in Hamilton, Clarke had
come to the attention of Solouen Brega, editor of the

Journal and Exrress. While working as an assistant in a

drug store, he had submitted s series of resembrances of
the Elora countryside and hzd been rewarded with a request
to call at the editor's offices. The subsequent interview
had resulted in his appointment as teaporary editor of the
paper in lr, Drega's absence.l Upon the latser's return,
Clarke was assigned to ths permanent editorial staff of

the Journal and Express, and it was in this capaeity that

he watched the storm over the Rebellion Losses Bill reach
gale force in the province.

This measure, submnitted to Lord Flgin by the
Reforn ministry, proviied compensation for losses suffered
by Lower Canadiuns who had participated in tie abortive

2
rebellion against British rule in 1837. Die-hard Tories

b Clarke, 4&’45.
. Dent, II, 147,



3
les
5

32

immediately labelled the proposal as "compensating rebels™
and "treason to the Crown," and this outburst of racial
intolerance threatened the colony with the possibility of
armed clashes between English and French,

Since the measure had already passed the lower
house by a majority of 47 to 18 drawn from both Upper
and Lower Canada, Flgin could do nothing but accept it.k
To reserve the bill would serve only to cast doubt upon
the sincerity with which it was intended that constitutional
government should be carried on in Canada, To accept
responsibility for it would place the Crown in harmony
with the colonial majority and discredit the demands of
an ultra-Tory minority for racial intolerance in govern-
ment.5 The latter course must prevail,

When, on April 26, 1849, Elgin came down to the
legislature, crowds of furious Tories lined the streets
of Montreal determined to vent their rage on the man
deliberately prepared to bow before the wishes of a "rebel
ministry.® As the Governor's carriage moved towards the
temporary seat of government at Ste. Anne's Market, stones,

eggs and verbal abuse were hurled at its occupant. This

Dent, II, 147.
Ibid,, 151.
Ibid,, 153-155,
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foolish attack accomplished nothing, Lord Elgin
sanctioned the bill his ministers had submnitted for Royal
approval, Rebellion Losses was law, Outside, Tory mobs
could only wait the opportunity to vent their anger in
the tragic and senseless burning of the government
building.6

Rallying to the defence of the Governor's condﬁct,

Clarke spoke out in the Journal and Express for every

supporter of responsible government, "A better day has
dawned, and under Lord Elgin, the British Colonists
of this province, whilst they enjoy the freedom of
British subjects, maintain the rights of a Canadian
people."7

In Elgin's acceptance of the Rebellion Losses
Bill, Clarke saw the first clear instance of full recog-
nition of the principle at the foundation of British
rule. The representatives of the people had declared
that bill to be a response to the will of the electorate,
and His Excellency, having no valid reason to combat

such a plain expression of opinion unflinchingly did his

8
duty as a representative of Her Majesty."

6. Clarke, 48~49,
7. Journal and Express, November 2, 1849,

8. Clarke, 50,
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A precedent has been established, No longer,
Clurke wrote, will "the unstatesman-like policy, the
wily cunning, and the antagonism of Lord lMetcalfe bring
the Tories into power. No longer, will men of his méld
be allowed "to subvert the prerogative, bend the
constitution (and) elevate to power men of no principle
and of inferior minds.," Responsible Government has now
been conceded in practice as well as theory. Henceforth
the coiony would be ruled as a British Canada and not
as il it were a Russian Siberia:

We shall be excused for boasting that

our high object has been the advancement

and establishment of popular institutions,

«eewe nave never deserted our flag, but

British [Fre dom and Canadian Rights has

ever been, as it ever shall be, the

guiding star of our political exertions,

For a man little experienced in provincial politics,
Clarke had defendcd the cause of responsible government
with skill and vigour., With this great principle assured,

he offered his pen in the service of further reform,

9. Journel and Lxpress, November 2, 1849,

10, Ibid.
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In the winter of 1£50, while still associated
with the Jommmal and Bxpress, he wrote z series of articles
entitled"Tracts for the Times." Uritten under the pseuvdonym
Reformator, these able papers appeared in the Journal
and Express, tie Torento Mirreor and cther leading newse
papers, and guickly brought Clarke to the attention cof

he Reformers in Upper Canadae

"Tracts for the Times"included demands for reform
in several important branches of governnent., BHBetraying
the authort's growing rcegard for American examples, an
appeal wss made for the direct election of all public
officials. Decrying the fact that the County Judge, the
Coroner, tiie Clerk of ths Pesace, the Sheriff and the Police
Magistrate were all nominees of the Crown, the paper
called for the immediate gpplication of ths elesctive
principle to all of these oflices:

"The Electicn of losal Officers by the

comiaon vote is nothing nore than a

domand whidch an intelligent population

would be expected to malke, It is a

carrying ozt of that rspresentative

gystom which found its birsth in the
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first civilized nations and which has

been so successfully grafted upon the

British Constitution.ll

The existing systen of allowing the Crown to
appoint public oificers was inherently unjust in that
appointments were dispensed at the Royal pleasure as
rewards for services rendered, If direct responsibility
is accepted as a good principle in the case of the
House of Coumons, it should be accepted in the case of
local offices, The inclination of the people towards
liberalism and democracy must not be opposed, "by every
old absurdity and the timorous opponents of every
proposed change."lz‘ Canadians would do well to adhere
to the example set by the American Republic where the
elective principle binds all local officials, with the
result that "in the most free and stable
states of the Unions..the power of the people is really
recognized and made to work harmoniously in many
different depositories'for the general good."l3

In another article appearing in the Journal and

11, Journal and Express, February 22, 1850,

12, Ibid.
13, Ibid,
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Express on PFebruary 206, 1850, Reformator dealt at length
with the rising demands for retrenchment in government,
Admitting the prevalence of extravagance in the province,
Clarke cautioned the proponents of financial reform
against the dangers of rushing into the opposite extreme,
To limit expenditures in government in the interest of
economy would not only hamper effective administration,
it would leave the way open for theft and bribery, "A
mean must be found between salaries that are too high,
thus producing lazy aristocrats, and salaries that are
too low."lh To achieve this mean, Clarke sought to make
responsibility, "a real and direct thing."15 Only by
having all public officers elected by the common vote and
thus answerable to the people for their conduct in office
could the present state of official extravagance be
curbed and the great object of retrenchment achieved,

To avoid the pitfalls of financial extremisnm,
Reformator again drew the reader's notice to the United
States:

New York State...is a pattern already

in our hands. Its gustice is cheaper

14, Journal and Express, February 26, 1850,
15, Ibid.



38

then ours and as good; its schools are

equally efficient; its Legislature as

wise; its officers as busine ss-like;

its Public Works as well kept; its

property as safe;l6
It was Clarke's opinion, that although the cost of
government was considerably less in proportion to Canada,
"in no department is New York State behind us, either in
despatch, or any other particular. He was convinced
that, "What can be done there, ought to be equally well
done here,"

The following month "Tract for the Times"
appeared in the Toronto Mirrecr. In a column devoted to
the, "question of democracy,” Heformator issued a glowing
appeal for the expansion of free and popular institutions
in Canada, "Free institutions must flourish, popular
liberty must be extended and intelligence must increase,
or an ignorant apathy and certain ruin will take their
place,"

Well aware of the advances made in government
in the provinces, Clarke cautioned those who believed

that power was now wholly vested in the People. "A

16, Journzl and Express, February 26, 1850,
17, Ibid,.
18. The Toronto Mirror, March 5, 1850,
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defective representative system, an extensive Crown
patronage and an extravagant remuneration of public
officers so appointed prove this to be false."19

Responsible Government alone had not succeeded
in wresting the citadel of authority from the opponents
of democracy. Iuch more was required before the will of
the People was really effective, But Reformator was
optimistic:

".esthie power of the People exists and

is every day making itself more palpable,

This People thinks, reads? works and is

conscious ol its importance. It speaks

of Household Suffrage, Vote by Ballot,

FEaqual Political Rights, Full Power to

Elact all Officers, Cheap Government,

no Monopolies and Religious Liberty."

Clarke warned men in high places to take heed,
The "question of democracy", he wrote, must be resolved
in favour of the People, and it would be resolved only

wnen their demands were met., No utopia was being envisaged,

19. The Toronto Mirror, March 5, 1850,
20, Ibid.
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"4 pure democracy is an iupossibility and exists nowhere;
a sensible modification of it is the very best form of
government which can be instituted.”

To ensure future peace and prosperity, Keformator
called for such a modification to be made in Canada.
This would be achieved by abolishing all existing practices
and institutions that limited true freedom and equality
by elevating the few at the expense of the many. [Examples
of such practices and institutions with their inherent
injustices existed in abundance. "A traumelled trade
produces class interests and is opposed to equal
rights; a preponderant Crown influence destroys
any approach to equality; an extravagant government
creates an unhealthy aristocracy; a dominant Church
destroys gge toleration so essential to true
freedom."‘ The existence of these numerous barriers
to progress and refom resulted, in Clarke's opinion from an

attenpt to assimilate Canadian institutions to those of older

21. The Toronto Mirror, March 5, 1850,

22, lbid.



Ll

states: "A petty llonarchy, a lousc of Lords, a Commons

arliament, a large Crown patronage, an expensive Jud=
iciary, 2 cogstly State Church are carefully transplanted
and gought to be nurtured into vigorous life.”23

Such an atte:zpt could only end in failure. "People

in Canada,’” Clarke believed, "are unable and unwilling
to appreciate the public institutions of England.ZL lie
was convinced that what Canadians wanted was not
expensive but ‘'cheap government, cheap law and cheap
learning." 123 The wmany evils and injustices that now
plagued the province of Upper and Lower Canada would
only be eradicated when statesmen realized that the

led with a democratic feeling which

fd

people, "are [i
prescribes the greatest happiness for the greatest number,"

In Clarke's opinion, "the transcript of British institutions

1

must 211 vanish before the one great fact - that the
’ . 2
people of this Colony are essentially denmocratic.” 7

"Tracts for the Times"established Clarke's

O
|
fedo
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e
o
f
o

reputation as a knowledgeable and perceptive ;
critic. As a commentary on Canadian affairs, his articles
revealed a maturity and depth of understanding not found

in his earlier writings. Age had teapered the youthful

23+ The Journal and Express, March 5, 1850,
2he Ibid.
25, Ibid.
26, Ibid.
27. Ibid.
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idealism of "A Letter to the Young Men of England" with
a more thorough, systematic approach to reform. Now
Clarke's demand for an end to inequality and injustice
carried with it a real knowledge of both their cause
and effect, and he offered his readers specific proposals
and recommendations for reform, based on a careful étudy
of British, American and FEuropean politics.

Ne longer would a moral crusade suffice to achieve
democracy., Knowledge, thought, and perseverance; these
alone would rcalize that end. And ample opportunity

was being provided to put these qualities to the test.



CLEAR GRIT

In the winter of 1849-50, the majority of
Reformers still supported Baldwin and Lafontaine in their
reluctance to press for further reforans and appeared
content to regard responsible government as an end in
itself., There was however, a significant minority within
the Reform party for whom Clarke spoke who had come to
lock upon that principle as a means to a greater end:
the way to unlock the door to more thorough constituticnal
changes that would destroy every remaining vestige of
privilege.

The seeds of Reform division had been sown in
January 1849, when the Baldwin Lafontaine ministry brought
down its legislative program, Impatiently, the party
Left had waited for this mucheheralded program only to
find that there was little in it that could be regarded
as fundamental constitutional reform. The need for party
unity in the face of Tory discontent alone prevented an
open rupture in the ranks at this time, But after the

passage of the Rebellion Losses Bill, demands from



the Left for further reform had risen in force.

Advocates of a more progressive party platform
sought universal suffrage, secularization of the Clergy
Reserves, judicial reform, vigorous retrenchment in
government expenses and the immediate application of the
elective principle throughout the administration.
Baldwin and Lafontaine however, considered these plans
too extreme., They regarded them as the product of

pro-American annexationist sentiment. The Toronto Globe,

the official Reform organ, declared that the proposed
sweeping application of the elective principle and universal
suffrage were reforms which. "embody the whole difference
between a republican form of Government and the limited
monarchy of Great Britain."2

Party "ultras", however, convinced that power
had sapped the party's true reforming zeal, had gathered
together in the winter of 1849 under the guise of the
"0ld Reform Party™. James Lesslie, the proprietor of the
Toronto Examiner and Brown's chief rival among the
Reform editors,had called openly upon the discontented
minority to repudiate existing party leadership and policy.

Resentful of the recent elevation of the Globe as the

2. Toronto Blobe, March 23, 1850.
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official organ of the Reform party in Upper Canada, the
Examiner had denounced responsible government as a costly
failure and a sham. "Must we," Lesslie had asked,
"abjure a republican simplicity and assume the para-
phernalia and ape the pageantry of an aristocratical
government.”  An answer was not long in coming., In
December 1849, Lesslie's own newspaper boldly proclaimed
the creation of a, "Reform and Progress Party...for a
long time swallowed up in the present Government party.”
The new party began to take shape in a series
of meetings held in Toronto, Presiding over these meetings
in his King Street office was William McDougall, a young
and aggressive lawyer, "whose love of discussion and
convincing character was marred by a personal ccldness
which appeared to be cynical and repellent."5 The irone-
fibred figure of James Lesslie was in evidence of course,
and accompanied by a young Englishman, Charles Lindsey,
who was helping to edit the Examiner. David Christie,
a prosperous Wentworth farmer of Scottish ancestry was
also present as were Peter Perry and Malcolm Cameron =
two Reformers of long lineage.

Perry, a country miller by trade, had played a

Toronto Examinér, September 19, 1849.
Ibid., ca., December 1849,

Clarke, 57.

Dent, II, 187-188,
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prominent rcle in the founding of the original Upper
Canada Reform group in the legislature of 1824.7 It
was his refusal to declare himself openly on the topic
of annexation in the autumn of 1849 that had delivered
the final and decisive blow to Reform unity.8 Malcolm
Cameron was a successful western timber merchant who
had participated in the rebellion of 1837. A blunt
outspoken perscnality endowed with natural oratorical
prowess and insatiable political ambition, he had
recently resigned his post as Assistant Commissioner of
Public Works following Baldwin's refusal to consider him
for a more important offiice in the ministry.9

Caleb Hopkins, a farmer of local influence in
Halton county and a former member of Parliament, completed
the original roster of advanced Reformers.l Others
would enter McDougallts office later, One would be
Dr, John Rolph, an Upper Canadian lawyer of some repute
who had already given excellent service to the Reform
cause both in and out of parliament.ll Another would
be Charles Clarke,

The winter and spring of 1850 witnessed many

Dent, II, 187.
Careless, 108
Clarke, 75=79.
Dent, II, 187.
Ibid., 188,
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meetings of the type being held in Toronto., The Upper
Canada press contained reports of gatherings at Lawrence=-
ville, Pelham, Hamilton and Smithville, While the
resolutions passed at these meetings varied a good deal
from those under consideration in McDougall's office,
retrenchment and a settlement of the Clergy Reserves
question were always demanded.

Abounding in plans for the future, McDougall
would soon write Clarke of his resolve, "to roll the
country down to a conmon-sense democracy."12 Already
in possession of newspaper experience acquired with an

agricultural weekly, the Canada Farmer, lMcDougall would

shortly found the North American as the official vehicle

of a new and vigorous political party. Initially,
Lindsey would help to edit McDougall's paper as well

as the Examiner and Christie would come forward with
generous finanecial aid.13 Perry, Cameron, Hopkins and
Rolph were all destined to occupy seats as the party's
first representatives in the legislature, while from
Hamilton would come Charles Clarke to lend the keen mind
and literary skill of Reformator to the formulation of

party principles for presentation to the public,

12, Clarke Papers, McDougall to Clarke, August 20, 1850,
13. Ibid.
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For the present however, McDougall and his

colleagues were mere objects of scorn and derision.

"Bunkum-talking cormorants, the Globe labelled them,

"who met in a certain lawyer's office on King Street and
announced their intention to form a party based on "clear-

14

grit" principles. Future events would prove Brown's
lighthanded observations false, but his initial denunciat-
ion of the advanced Reformers did serve to popularige
their new name., Henceforth, the label "clear grit" would
identify those individuals who, for reasons already
mentioned, bolted the Upper Canada wing of the Baldwina
Lafontaine ministry in the winter of 1849,

The origin of the term clear grit is uncertain,
Clarke first recalled its use in a Whitby newspaper, in
a letter written by Peter Perry, in which the words
ficlear™ and "grit" appeared as qualities of "rock, hard,
cold, Scotch granite.”l5 Another suggested origin points
to a conversation between David Christie and George Brown,
when Christie remarked that the new movement wanted men
who were "“eclear grit."16 A third explanation is that the
phrase was adopted from American party phraseology meaning

men who declared themselves to be, "the unadulterated

Toronto Globe, January 10, 1850,
Clarke, 67.
Ibid.



L9

political commodity."l7 Whatever its origin, "clear grit®
did carry with it connotations of purity and resolve that
would identify the political aspirations of this new
Reform party in Canada West.

From its inception, the Clear Grit party steadily
advanced. By February 1850, its press supvort included
Lesslie's Examiner, the vocal Roman Catholic Toronto
Mirror and the Journal and Express. And there were clear
indications from the western countryside that many of the
province's farmers were prepared to support Clear Grit
candidates in their bid to increase party representation
in parliament,

With Perry and Cameron already in the House, the
Grits moved to bolster their strength by entering Caleb
Hopkins in a by=election contest in Halton County.1
Called to confirm John Wetenhall's appointment to the
Reform ministry as Cameron's successor in the post of
Assistant Commissioner of Public Works, the Halton election
gave the Clear Grits their first real opportunity to try
their strength before the country.

Covering the election for the Journal and Express,

Clarke noted that Wetenhall enjoyed a large personal

17. Clarke, 67.
1¢. Ibid., 78.
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following in the county. It was assumed by many that as
a loyal government supporter and a man of proven
administrative ability, he would carry the day with little
difficulty., This was before Malcolm Cameron entered the
fray on Hopkins' behalf. DBent upon revenge for earlier
treatment at the hands of Robert Baldwin, the gruff and
stocky Westerner launched a serles of blistering stump
speeches in which he inveighed against both Wetenhall and
the government-lg Following his would-be successor from
one public meeting to the next, Cameron hammered away

at the ministry'ts failure to economize and its stubborn
refusal to end special'treatment for clergy lands by
secularizing the Reserves,

Replacing Hopkins as the chaupion of Clear Grittism
in Halton, Cameron promised his audiences cheap, Ssimple
government dedicated to the general wéll—being of the
comulon man, Against such sweeping assurances volced
by a man already famous for his oratory, Wetenhalls
maundering diction held little appeal.21 lMoreover, the
outnumbered Tories in the county fell in behind the CGrit
candidate, the loyal Scots vote in the farthest districts

failed to materialize because of impassably muddy roads,

Toronto Globe, March 12, 1850,
Clarke, 78.
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and an innocent curse uttered by the Reform candidate
brought down the wrath of the Rev. Jennings, a Presbyterian
minister from Toruonto.22 The unexpected end came on
March 11, in the total defeat of Wetenhall and the return
of Caleb HHopkins,

The morning after the polls, a2 gaunt oddly-dressed
figure shuffled into Clarke's office holding a lantern
and a staff and asking for the whereabouts of an honest
mane It was John Wetenhall, "the sad wreck of an amiable
and disappointed man."zB His mind shattered by the outcome
of the campaign, Wetenhall was shortly therecafter admitted
to the Toronto Asylum for the Insane where he dieds In
a sincere personal tribute to this tragic figure Clarke
declared, "that a more honest and trustworthy man than
he never sought the suffrages of the people."zb

Encouraged by their victory, the jubilant Grits
held a mass meeting at Markham on the day following the
election to lay down a complete platform for their partye.
In quick succession, the cheering crowd adopted resolutions
calling for the appropriaticn of the reserves to education,
the extension of the suffrage, an elected governor and

elected upper house, and the abolition of the expensive

22, Clarke, 78.

23, Ibid.
2l Ibide, 79«
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court of Chancerye.

That saue day, the Journal and Express carried an

article by Refomnator calling for the adoption of the
elective principle in the cholce of Legislative Councillors.
Adding his voice to those being raised at llarkham, Clarke
denounced the practice of appointment to the Upper House
as, "incompatible with the full system of Responsible
Government which has been given to Canadians," and accused
the existing body of being, "a mere shadow of a senate,
unworthy of the confidence of the people, and an encum-
brance upon legislation",

The issue of senate appointment clearly revealed
the cordial support the Clear Grits could expect from

Charles Clarke, In his articles for the Journal and

Zxpress, Reformator had explained and defended the
proposals of the advanced Refomers in column after column
of print. By March 1850, Clear Grit strategists in
Halton County and elsewhere numbered his pen among those
factors that had contributed to the party's early good
fortunc,

From the begimning, the ideas and beliefs of

licDougall and his followers were synonomous with those

25. Toronto Globe, Marech 21, 1850,
26, P,A.0., Mackenzie-Lindsey Collection,
Hamilton Journal and Express, March 12, 1850,
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of the young flanilton journalist., Clarke believed as did
the Grits, that the demands of the Canadian people for

a popular democratic constitution could no longer be met

by a government that remained fundamentally predisposed
toward the traditional practices and institutions of

Great Britain, Canada, 1t was argued was wholly unlike

the mother country, It lacked the scll nccessary tc suse
tain a House of Lords, a costly State Church, an expensive
Judiciary end a large Crown patronage. These manifiestations
of privilege and class were being artificially cultivated

in a simple backwoods ploneer enviromment that was natuvrally
suited to th: fullest measure of liberty and equality.

As champions of agrarian democracy on the Canadian
frontier, Reformator and the Clear Crics drew hesvily on
several intellectual traditions. Unlike the moderate
Raformers in Canada West who continued to pay fealty
to the nineteenth centruy liberalism of the British middle
class, they created a new political philosophy that
represented a unique blend of native North American re-
publicanism and British and European radicalism. The
latter tradition, ste:mming from the abortive liberal

revolutions of 1830 and 1848, offered Canadian democrats
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ideals of constitutional liberty and social and economic
justice., British radicalism, embodied in the "Peoples
Charter™ and in the Utilitarian doctrines of Jeremy
Bentham and John Stuart Mill, supplied principles which
aimed no less at popular democracy and the destruction

of inequality in church and state. And American republice
anism, with the alle-pervading and fundamental inspiration
of Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson, afforded a bright
and vigorous example of a simple, inexpensive agrarian
democracy guaranteeing econcmic security, political freedom
and religious equality to the humblest citizen.2

While the vital origins of Clear Crittism were
found in the concrete needs of the day, the varied external
influences in this political philosophy did serve to enhance
its early appeal in western Canada. AL the same time
however, the intrusion oi foreign ideas and beliefs proved
instrumental in limiting that appeal,

Moderate Reforuers who deplored the Clear Grits'
preference for American elective institutions over British
responsible government were joined by Tory loyalists who
considered the ggualitarian tendencies in Grit democracy

as, "fit only for Yankee uses,ﬂge he Globe, in editorials

27. Arthur M, Schlesinger Jr., The Age of Jackson
(Boston, 1950), 306-311,
28, Clarke, 61.
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denouncing universal suffrage in France as the foundation
of tyrauny, had already rallied strong opprosition to the
foreign doctrines contained in Grit political thaught,
The powerful Anglican church and the equally influential
Roman Cathiolic hierarcly were alienatad by what was
ragarded as a secular-ainded antieclerical moveument imbued
with American and buropean notions that tireatened their
traditional comception of state assistance for the
spiritual and cultural activities of the Church.jo
Lastly, the wealthy commerclal interests in ilontreal and
Toronto found little attraction in a political party that
held to the free trade, antie-monopolistic tenets of
Jacksonian democracy that railed against government
intervention on behall of the business community in the
form of customs hauses and high import duties,

Regardless of its origins and of its opponents
the Clear Grit faction was optimistice. The Haltvon victory
and the celebrated larkham Convent ion had already served
to brighten future prospects, when in May 1650, the first
editions ol McDougall's long-heralded HNorth American
came out forcefully in defence of party platforus and Orit

principles,

29, Toronto Globe, January 1, 1850,
30. Do Creighton, John A, Macdonald: The Young Politician
(Toronto, 1956), I, 182,
31. Schlesinger, 314-317, (see also) North American, February 14, 1851,
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By August, plans were in the aacking for a second
convention as a prelule to a general movement againsgt the
governmente ™A convention is the only thing that will
enable us to prepare properly for the next election,”
MeDougall informed Clarkes ™The leading progressive
politicians of both the old parties are in favour of it,
and if we manage it rightly we can give the democratic
element a decided superioriﬁy."Bz If Clarke would
consent to write a seriles of articles for the North
American on the planks of the Grit platforn, 2 good
beginning would be made in rallying the people and the

leading Hef'orm newspapers to the banner ol advanced reform-33

324 Pelho0s, Clarke Papers, lMcDougall to Clarke, August 20, 1850,
35. Ibid.



PLANKS IR THE GRIT PLATFORM

Clarke did not doubt the reception a Clear Grit
offensive would receive, His own plea for the adoption
of just such a strategy had already been presented in-

the North American, in an article entitled"Seeds for the

Fallow,"and it had received warm applause.I Kow, there
were signs of generous supsort for Mciougall's proposed
campaign coming from both the western counties and the
ridings of York.z

Disillusionment and dissatisfaction with the
Heform ministry was mounting steadily in Upper Canada,.
Proa the first meeting of the new session of parliament
in May, the government had showm itself none too ready
to deal wit!: judicizl refori and retrenchment. On the
question of the clergy reserves, the position of the
ministers was evasive, Claims by Refora leaders that
this matter could not be disposed of until a neasure was
obtained from the Imperial Parliament,had already led
James Lesslie to suspeet that, "the administration has

sold us on the question of religious equality. If this

le FeldeCe, Clarke Papers, lcDougall to Clarke, August 20, 1850,
2. lbid.
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be the case, he wrote William Mackenzie, "they are ruined."3
Anger and ffusbration over the government's
apparent reluctance to deal boldly with the reserve issue
had also resulted in open charges of French domingtion.
As Roman Catholics, Lafontaine and the other French
Canadian ministers could not be expected to approve the
principle of separating church and state implicit in
secularization, and it had often been hinted in Crit
circles that Baldwin had bowed before the wishes of his
Catholic supporters in refusing to proceed with this
matter. "éhat does Hincks mean", Lindsey wrote Clarke,
"oy saying that the French do not feel much interest in
gsettling the reserves? Why that they oppose it of course.”b
The Clear Grit offensive proposed by lcbougall
in the sumser of 1650 concentrated upon the government's
failure to settle the great question. CUonvinced that the
French Canadian supporters of the Heform ministry were
impeding progress in this regard, the Grit leader
marshalled support for the newly-formed Toronto Anti-Clergy
lkeserves Association, and lashed out against the government
in the prass.s "Upper Canada rights,” cried the HNorth

American, "are in tlhe Kkeeping of Lower Canada Catholics.

3¢ PahAoO., Mackenzie-Lindsey Papers, Lesslie to iMackenzie
Mareh 4, 1850,

Le PeAsO., Clarke Papers, Lindsey to Clarke, January 18, 1850,

5+ PeAoQ., Clarke Papers, McDougall to Clarke, lay 11, 1850,
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We are bound hand and foot, and lie helpless at the feet -
of the Catlholic Priests of Lower Canada."”

To counter Catholic influence in government,
Grit spokesmen gauwe forward in support of the "voluntary
principle", that is that all churches should be maintained
solely by the contributions of their members, whereas
the state should have no church connection and grant
support to none. The voluntary concept found fertils
soil among Uppar Ganédiau democrats.7 Voluntaryisa
quickly became the Grit rallying cry in their battle for
secularization of the clergy reserves.s

dhile McDougall promulgated anti-state-church
ideas, . Clarke went ahead with the task of defining the
Clear Grit platform. HNot until February 1851 was it
gompleted and ready for publication. Although McDougall
took credit for the final draft, the article that appeared
in the Horth American under the bamner headline "Our
Platfom,™ was composed largely of planks that Clarke
had already lucidly defined and explained in his own

E

"Our Flatform,” listed eleven major demands

series, "Tracts for the Times.

followed by thirteen minor proposals, subject for

North American, July 2, 1850,
PeAeQe, Mackenzie-Lindsey Papers, Lesslie to Mackenzie,March 4,1850;
North American, June 21, 1850,
Public Archives of Canada, William MecDougall Papers, 1I,
Memoirs rersonal and Political, 1837-1892.
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immediate legislatione Carried to the far corners of
the province in the pages of the Toronto Examiner, the

Hamilton Journal and Express, the Paris Star and the

Dundas Banner, the original article in McDougell's paper
advocated the implementation of the elective principle,
"from the highest office of the Govermment to the lowest,"
as well as the abolition of property qualifications for
parliamenéary repregsentatives, the extension of the
elective franchise retrenclment in all departments of
state, vote by ballot, biennial parliaments and the
cancellation of all pensions attached to any office.

Along with these traditional demands, the new
Grit platform called for reforam in the gysten of
representation.ll This plank clearly revealed the
growing fear of French Homan Catholic influence in Canada
dests As long as the Union Act of 1840 remained in
effect, French Canada would be entitled to equal repe
resentation with Upper Canada in the Legislative'Assembly¢
Only an. immediate constitutional amendment that
recognized population as the basis of representation in
parliament would allow the numerically superior Protestant
population to defend their rights against the mounting
North American, February 14, 1851. (see also)

PeAeCe, William McDougall Papers 1I, Memnoirs Personal
and Political, 1837-1892.

1l. Ibid.
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onslaught of "priestism.” Already a papal brief had
created a full Roman Catholic hierarchy in England for
the first time since the Protestant Reformation. And
even now, this new, aggressive, authoritarian Rome, the
harbinger of clerical privilege, the ally of pelitical
despctism was reaching across the Atlantic, Only a
stronger Protestant voice in the halls of government
would thwart this papal aggression. We are determined,
MeDougall had thundered, that, ™mo foreign ruler shall
intervene in Fnglish affairs.”lz

Agide from mirroring the growing religiocus
controversy, the Grit platform spoke out forcefully
for a greater measure of independence for Canada., With
the exception of the question of peace and war, an appeal
was made t0 place Mcommerce and intercourse with other
nations entirely in our own power."13 In addition, it
was suggested that the Canadian legislature be given
the power "to alter or reveal any Act or Charter, Imperial
or otherwise, affecting ourselves only, and which the
Imperial Parliament itself might alter or repeal."l“
Undoubtedly, the author of the stirring phrase, M"Canadian

Freedom and British Rights,™ had no mean role to play in

12, North American, November 29, 1850.
13. Ml’ Febt‘ua!‘y lk-. 1851.
14, Ibid.
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the drafting of these particular resoclutions.
Auong those measures deemed subjects for immediate
legislation, Clarke and McDougall listed the application
of the clergy reserves to educational purposes, the repeal
of all laws giving special privileges to particular
religious denominations, the abolition of the Court of
Chancery,the ending of the present monopcly of the legal
profession and the sale of ail public land - "cheap and
for cashes” They sought too, the immediate Laprovement
of agriculture, "by a Jjudicious application of public
grants,™ the abolition ol Customs Houses and duties on
imports, and the establishment of a uniform decimal currency.
Although Tory diehards denounced it as "revolutionary
and republican, "and the Globe assailed it as "radical
and mischievous,” the Clear Grit platform won wide acclaim.l6
The Baldwin-Lafontaine ministry, fearing the loss
of itg Catholic support, had pursued a moderate course,
but had continued to alienate large segments of its
Protestant followinge. Some moderate Relormers in Canada
dest, fearful of Grit extiemism on the one hand and
disenchanted with the governument's apparent pro-Catiholic

sympathies on the other, rallied under the leadership

15. North American, February 14, 1851,

16e Pedele, William McDougall Pagers, II, Memoi. s Personal
and Political, 1837-1892,
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17 1
of George Brown, Many others however, turned to the

Grits in the beliel that their party alone possessed a
program worthy of Reform endorsement.

This growing estrangement between the government
and its Upper Canadian supporters was not long in making
itself felt, In June 1851, less than one month after
the Third Parliament opened in Toronto, William Lyon
Mackenzie, the newly elected member for Haldimand,
eloquently defended the Clear Grit's demand for an end
to the costly and‘complex chancery and the establishment
of low-priced justice, easily available to the poor but
honest litigant.l

Although Mackenzie's motion was subsequently
defeated, a majority of Upper Canada members voted for it.
Regarding this vote by Canada West as indicstive of non-
confidence in himself, Hobert Baldwin resigned office.

A few days later, his friend and trusted lieutenant, @
Louis Lafentaine, announced that he too would leave public

life at the close of thersession.lg Both men were out of

sympathy with the growing egtremism in politics and were

prepared to leave the cause of Reform tb other hands,

Their departure marked a sad and discouraging end to the

17. Careless, 123-12¢,
18. Dent., II, 2360
19. Ibid., 237.
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Great Ministry of 1848.

By the summer of 1851, liberalism in Canada was
in crisise. ohorn of its leadership and disrupted by the
dual forces of voluntaryism and Clear Crit radicalism
the whole western Reforu camp was in turmoil. With a
general election fast approaching, it fell to Francis
ilincks as Baldwin's chosen successor in Upper Canada
to rebuild party unity. The fortumes of Clear Grittism
would hinge on this man's approach to the pressing problem
of Heforma reconstruction,

To recapture the government's hold on the western
province, idincks held a series of closed meetings in
Toronto.zc Here the initial task was to find an
influential journal to¢ replace the Globe as the govern=
went's official voice in Upper Cgnada. Brown had already
declared that his paper would not support a ministry that
refused to stand on anti-churchestate principles.z

Accordingly, Hincks choice was limited to the Mirror,

the Ixaminer and the North Aaerican,. he Mirror however,

was not prepared %o abandon its Homan Catholic basis,
and Lesslie was too ingrained a voluntaryist to have

anything to do with a governmenu that showed leanings

Toronto Globe, July 31, 1851,

Sir Francis Hincks, Heminiscences of His Public Life,
(Montreal, 1884), 252-3,



65

22
to Catholic state~church principles. McDougall's

paper alone remained, from the beginning a bitter foe

of the government, Yet the ministry's need was urgent,
and in that need McDougall saw a golden oprortunity for

a Clear Grit triumph. If Hincks would give the Grits
representation in the cabinet, MeDougall informed Lindsey,

the North American would be placed at the government's

disposal.23 The Reform leader accepted the offer gratee
fully, '

"The government have knocked under « struck their
colours," McDougall wrote gleefully to Clarke, Cameron
and Rolph were to enter the cabinet ~ "these being the
men I have insisted should be accepted."zk The new
ministry, declared the Grit leader, would go forward with,
"all reasonable progressive measures,"™ although, "the
Platform as a whole of course must be laid aside.”zs
Concluding on a personal note, McDougall spoke glowingly
of the benefits that lay in store for party stalwarts.

No longer would Clarke have to supplegent his income from
journalism by working in a drug stofe, "If we can get
to the top of the heap, we can perhaps do for you something

26
more congenial than standing behind a counter.®

22, Torcnto Globe, July 31, 1851,

23« PohoO,, Mackenzie~Lindsey Pagers, #ecDougall to Lindsey,
Jul 17’ 18513

244 PeA.O., Clarke Papers, McDouzall to Clarke, July 25, 1851.

25. Ibid.

26, Ibide
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It was a daring scheme to bring together the
Ultra and Ministerial facticns in the Reform party.
Nevertheless, Clarke sanctioned it. As a shrewd tactician
he saw possible berefits to be derived for both parties.
He knew as well as Hinck'!s suprorters that "unless the
Clear Grit section of the Reform party was represented
in the Cabinet,the government would go to the polls shorn
of one third of its power.“27  Given this representation
however, it would be possible to sustain the present
ministry and at the same time open the way for serious
gonsideration of Grit proposals in the cabinet,

Let Brown and the Globe denounce Hincks and
Mchougall for, "sinking their principles in the interest
of keeping or obtaining poxqer.”28 Ne fundamental principles
were being sacrificed as far as Clarke was concerned,

The issues of sectarian schools and ecclesiastical
corporations were not being shoved aside for the sake

29

of union, Present efforts to reunite the Reform party

were not based on these debatable questions, but rather,

"on the general principles of Reform and Progress.“3°
The satisfactory disposal of the Rectories, the
secularization of the Clergy Reserves, elective reform and

27e PuhoCs, Prancis Hincks Papers, 1841-1870, Jaues Morris to

Francis Hincks, CUctover 6, 1851,

28. Toronto Globe, August 7, 1851,

29. Ibid., August 19, 1851.

30, dJournal and Express, August 19, 1851,
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retrenchment would all be taxen up'in detail and worked
out by the new parliament.31 To attempt any such exame
ination before the coming elcction, as Brown proposed,
would accomplish nothing.32 Juch a move, in Clarke's
opinion would sever the Reform party at the pells and
ensure a Tory victory.

While offering Hincks and McDougall support,
Clarke reminded Clear Grits of their responsibility, "to
lead in the extension of the popular pewer.“BB Whatever
ceursé was decided upon by party strategists, the real
work of refeorm would only be completed when, "a govern-
ment exiéhed, self«appointed and created from, and
obeying the will of, the peOple.”Bb If a Hincksite-Crit
ccalition could accomplish this end, all well and good.
If it could not, Clarke would expect his fellow Grits

to join with him in paving new averuves to reform.

31. Journal and Express, August 19, 1851,
32, Torcnto Globe, August 21, 1851,
33. PeA.0., Clarke Fapers, Draft of a political speech dealing

largely with democratic ideas, ¢a., September 1851,

3k4e Ibide



THE ELORA BACEWOODSMAN

On February 10, 1852, a company was organized
in Elora for the purpose of publishing a local Reform
newspaper. 7The first two editors were William Mowat
and Burton Campbell, but it was understood from the
out set that most of the editorial work was done by Charles
Clarke.l With the publication of the first edition of
the Elora Backwoodsman on April 3, 1852, Clarke set out

on another phase of his career as a journalistepolitician.
Por the next six years, much of his energy would be
directed toward making tnis paper a vocal advocate of
reform in Canada Weste.

intitled, "Our Politics," Clarke's first article
for the Backwoodsuan sought, ™to make our readers acquainted
with our general political opinions and to lay down
briefly the course we have chalked out for future
8uidance."2 While promising to, "advance all views in
sincerity and truth,"™ Clarke pledged the suprort of the
Elora paper to the cause of "reforu and progress in the

widest sense.”3 Elaborating forcefully on this theme,

1. Jeite Connon, The _arly History of Slora, Ontario
(Elora, 1930), 137.
2. [lora Backwoodsman, April 3, 1852,

3. Ibid,
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he wrote:
"Je believe that the world was not made
to stand still and satisfy itself with
things half perfect. Whatever pulls
down old abuses, and sets up something
better - whatever annihilates an evil
and replaces it by a good: we call
refarm} whatever opens up new paths to
‘happiness = whatever advances the general
weal -« whatever gives 1mpétus to the
onward tramp of civilization, which ﬁver

moves too slowly: we call progress.

Subscribers to the Zlora Backwoodsmnan were to

enjoy a newspaper, "that stood on the broad grounds of
liberalism and truth."s The standard of true Reform was
being planted in the backwoods, Clarke declared; a
standard that would symbolize the forees of liberty,
conscience and principle in their struggle against
privilege, monopoly, coercion and intimiaation.é It

was not difficult for the people of Llora to recall
reading similar declarations in the Journzl and Ixpress

and the Horth Awericane In its {fira beli:f in man's

Llora Backwcodsman, April 3, 1852.
Ibid,
Ibid.
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right "to the fulle st possible measure of justice and
freedom," Clarke's Jjowrnalism had displayed a marked
consistencys

The months immediately following its inauguration

found the Ilora Backwoodsman allied with the Horth American

in defence of the reconstructed Reform ministry. F#francis
Hincks and Augustin lMorin, the leader of the French
Canadian Reformers, emerged from the election canpaign
in Deceuber 1851 with a majority in both Canada Fast and
Carada ’«“’est..s With the support of the Grits led by ir.
Rolph, Hincks drew up a program designed to plaster over
past divisions in the Reform ranks. Trusting in the
governnent's good intentions, Clarke spoke in favour of
"giving it & chance of sayirg and doing something previous
to its condemnation by the country. nd Such determined
oppesition as was being mounted by George Brown was, at
this time, both unreasonable and unwarranted, as far as
Clarke was concerned.

Por his part, Clarke found much to be said for the
government measwes that were brought down in the winter
arnd spring of 1852, Under the supcrvision of James lorris,

many new Post O.f{ices were plaeed at the people's disposal,

7. Elora Backwoodsman, April 3, 1852,
8. Dem' II’ 252-253.
9. Horth American, May 28, 1852, Article entitled

"The Cabinet," from the Llora Backwoodsman,
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An improvement, Clarke commented, "™that could hardly have
been cxpected from a tory government for the next ten

10 '
years to come." In addition, there was every indication

"of a willingness on the government's part to support

- retrenchment as well as‘reform in the system of Crown

Land."l1

For these reasons alone, Clarke felt the Hincks-
Horin cabinet deserved public support, Given this support,
he felt thare was every reason to hope for future legise
lation that wo:ld deal effectively with the Rectories -
and Clergy Reserves.lz Those who would deprive the
government of the time required to place its full program
before the people, "were not basing their arguments on
good motives," Clarke wrote, "They were merely trying
to gratify their spleen for some disappointed project or
other.“13 \

It was not until the late summer of 1852 that
the first indication of disillusiomment with ministerial
policies appeared in Clarke's writings. Then, it was
the matter of University Reform that brought Hinecks his

first challenge from the Bakcwoodsmane The Baldwin Act

of 1849 had comuitted the Reformers to a sccular University

North American, May 28, 1852, Article entitled
"The Cabinet,™ from the Elora Backwoodisman .
Ibid.

ibid.
Ibid,.
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of Toronto. 3ince that time however, Clarke wrote, "the
Baldwin Act has fallen far short of the expectations of
those who carefully cbserved its workings."lk Now, more
than two years had passed and, "the management of the
institution is yet virtually, if not nominally in the
hands of highechurch professors.”

Hincks' failure to e¢ffect, "sound University
Reform,™ after promising positive action in that direction
was a disappointhent to Clarke.lé But it would prove
a minor irritation compared to the government's handling
of the separate schools and ecclesiastical corporations.
Already, in the autumn of 1852, legislation dealing with
these church-gstate issues was setting Protestants against
Catholics and Upper Canadians against Lower, Within one
year, Clarke's cherished dream of lasting union among
Canadian Heformers would be smashed on the shoals of
racial and religious antagonism,

At the outset, the Hincksite-Grit allionce tricd
to subuerge religious and sectional antagonisms in an
ambitious railroad program. By emphasizing the conste
ruction of a great main line from one end of the province

to the other, the architects of Heform unity hoped to

14. Elora Backwoodsman, August 13, 1852,

15. Zbid,
16. Ibid.
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bring about a truce in the party feud.17 Unfortunately,
the prospect of a great intercolonial railway linking
the British American provinces from the Atlantic t¢ the
dest failed to compete for public interest with questions
of church and state. By the winter of 1852 the Reform
ranks were once umore in a state of disarray,.

Clarke knew that Clear Grit acceptance of the
ministerial coalition was founded in the first place
on a firm declaration fron Hincks to accept secularization
of the reserves as government policy. Personal corr=-
espondence with Rolph led him to expect an announcement
on this point when parlisment met in August 1852.18 It
was not to be. In February of that year, lLord Russell's
Whig administfation, which had promised to transfer control
of the clergy reserves to Carada as a first step toward
secularization, had been replaced by the Tory regime of
Lord Derby who was strongly opposed to tampering with
existing arrangemsntaalg

When, in September, Hincks introduced a set of
resolutions warnihg of the dire consequences likely to

arise from Derby's refusal to carry out the Whig policy,

Clarke spoke out forcefully against the Premier. He

Dent, II.
PeAsOs Clarke Papers, George Thomson to Charles Clarke,
forwarding a report on the politiczal situation at

the regquest of the Grit leader in Guebec.

WeLes Morten, Kingdom of Canada (Toronto, 1963), 293.
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seconded George DBrown's denunciation of the resclutions
as, "a sham and empty threat - and hid the government's
failure still to pronounce for secularizatiocn."

Clarke shared Brown's opinion that, "if the government
really wanted to impress the British authorities, let
them pass a suspended secularization bill, to remain in
abeyance till an imperial transfer was effected.”ZI i

the Hincks ministry could not carry such a measure, the

Backwoodsman told its readers, "it is not a whit stronger

than the Baldwine-Lafontaine cabinet on this question,
and the people of Canada will derive no more benefit from
it."zz

Mounting dissatisfact on over the government's
inability to settle the reserves issue was intensified
with the introduction of Hincks' long-awaited University
Bill, Once again, Clarke spoke out against the coalition
ministry on behalfl of the western Grits; once more, the

Backwoodsman found itsgelf allied with its former antagonist,

the Torontc Globe. Both Clarke and Brown sought the
creation of a single public institution, free from all
church influence and wealthy enough to attract the

23
brightest talents tc its staff, Hincks' bill however,

Clobe, September 28, 1852.
dibid.
Elora Backwoodsman, September 11, 1852,

Globe, March 8, 1853. See also, Ulora Backwoodsman

August 13, 1852,
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proposed the transfer of the provimeial university's
teaching functions to a state-maintained University
College with church colleges having the right to affiliate
with the University and share in any surplus incone.
The result, Brown forecast, would be to reduce the provincial
university to little more than an ecxanining body and to
erect in its place, "a multitude of small sectarian colleges,
with chairs filled with inferior men and the youth educated
as sectarians and sent abroad with all the prejudice of
a narrow education."zs

Overshadowing the University question however,
were the explosive issues of separate schools and ece-
lesiastical corporations, The spring of 1853 saw the
government bring in legislation granting Roman Catholics
a separate financial structure for their scheools in Upper
Canada directed by their own incorporated boards of
trustees. The school bill for Upper Canada represented
Augustin Horin's atteipt to win the saune educational
privileges for Homan Catholics in the West as those enjoyed
by Protsstants in the East,

It was a jJjuste-gsounding formula but it failed to

take into consideration the differences in education in

24+ Careless, 170.
25, Globe, March &, 1853,
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the two provinces. The English majority in Upper Canada
argued chat separate facilities for the Frotestant mine
ority in Canada Last were necessitated by the fact that

in that province the Homan Catiiclic majority controlled the
commuon schools, In the West however, education was
secular in character thus reusoving any ne.d for separate
schools for particular denominations,

This argument was of no avail., ¢ Petitions calling
for the abolition of separate schools w\ra ignored. vhen
George Brown and William Lyon ﬁackenzielkovgd anendments
to block his government 's measure, Hinckﬁyaccused Brown of

26 yieh the

"nroducing a very pretty little agitation,”
full weight of Lower Canada votes, the school bill passed
the House, Of the meébers for Can:zda West, only ten

could be found to stand with the ministry.

For their part, the Clear Grits either stayed
away or voted reluctantly for tle government - well aware
that such manouvering satisfied few of their constituents,
To the English Protestant majority of Upper Canada, the
Sehool Bill was further evidence of growing Homan Catholic

influence in government, Whaen this measure was followed

by legislaticn incorporating Catholic réligious societies,

26, Careless, 171,



hospitals, colleges and monasteries in seeming viclation
of the voluntary principle the western countryside rang

2
with denunciations of the ministerial coalition, 7

The Hincksite-Grit alliance was not working. That

much was clear to Clarke by the summer of 1853. Born in
the hope that party unicn would breed fruitful and
lasting reform, it was rapidly foundering con sectarian
and sectional disagreement. Only Frenci: Canada seemed to
be gaining from the alliance. HModerate heformers and
Clear Grits [lrom the West had won little or nothing of
importance. lence the prospect of a new political alignment
soon became a common topic of discussion in Upper Canada
Reform circles. All that was needed was a single
unifying issue and a leader of stature. Unwittingly,

the Hincksellorin ministry provided boths

27. Creighton, 186.



THE END OF A GALLANT EXPERIMERT

In Mareh 1853, the government had passed a
Representation Act that increased the number of seats in
parliament from 84 to 130, 65 from each section of the
Province.l This act, designed to adjust representation
'6n a more equitable basis and bring it in line with the
progress made in Canada since the Union of 1840, en-
countered determined opposition from George Brown. Taking
up & plank in the original Grit platform, the Toronto
Jjournalist demanded that the principle of representation
by population be accepted.z As the census of 1852 showed
that Upper Canada had a population 60,000 in excess of
that of Lower Canada, "rep by pop" was the one principle
which, if adopted, would give Canada West a dominant place
in the union,

Brown believed the elimination of separate sectional
membership in parliament would strengthen the economy of
Upper Canada. Representation by population was not

offered as a challenge to the east, It was left to his

l. Dent, II, 272,
2, Globe, Marech 15, 1853,
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political opponents to haighten sectional agitation with
charges of an Upper Canada Protestant conspiracy to rele
egate Ffrench Canada to s minor and subservient role in
national affairs,

Brown had hoped in introducing "rep by pop" to
foster a2 strong union. The immediate effect however, was
to bring him forward as the chaampion of only one half of
that union. John A. Macdenald, & leading conservative
spokesman, was already referring to him as, "the natural
leader of the Gribs.“3 And if this statement was premature
it was made in the knowledge that Brown was winning cone
siderable support in the West. In time, this support
would be instrumental in placing Ceorge Brown at the head
of a new Liberal party, founded upon a new organization,
shorn of church-state principles,; and standing fimmly for
the doctrine of representation by population,

The coﬁsﬁruction of such a party however, would
not be accomplished with ease, The {irst step - the
destruction of the present Hincksite - Grit coalition,
encountered immediate and significant oppositilion. Hven
though the government's record angered many Grits in the

country and lef{ their mewbers of parliament open to

3. Careless, 172,
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ridicule and abuse for, "voting for the government against
their principles,” few were willing, at this time, to
come out in support of Srown.

It is a fact, that Clarke for one, found much to
applaud in the recent stand taken by the Toronto editor
on the school bill, the govermment's handling of the
reserves, and its {ailure to dezl effectively with
university reforn, He had no quarrel with Brown's
arguaents against ecclesiastical corporations, whereas
representation by population was a principle Clarke had
supported for some time., In all of these matters, and
more = in matters relating to the extension of the suff=-
rage, to the adoption of reciprocal free trade with the
United States, and to the construction ¢f a trunkw-line
railroad from the sea to the western boundary of Upper
Canada, Clarke held common ground with George Brown.s

Hévertheless, in company with many fellow Grits,
ti: refuscd to consider Brown in place of Hincks and
Rolph, as the leading voice of refora in Canada West.
For his part, Clarke could not forget the Globe's fierce
attacks on the Crit movement in the beginning. As a

strong adveocate of elective reform, he still looked on

Glcbe, March 24, 1853.
Globe, Noveuwber 15, 1852,
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Brown's refusal to advocate the election of legislative
councillors as reactienary.6 To place the future of refom
in the hands of such & man was, in Clarke's opinion,
tantauount to sacrificing the cause of popular democracy
in Canada to the Whig - Liberal traditiocns of Victorian
Znglande

Speaking before a gathering of Reformers at

Waterloo in the summer of 1853, Clarke warned higs listeners

that men like George Brown, "while shouting "Reform"
until they werc hoarse, were working vigorously to overs
throw a genuine Reflora Govarnment.7 This false refornmer,
this demagogue, was in league with "A conglomeration of
Tadpoles and Tories who sought to render Heform a bye=-
word of reproach”,'agd destroy the recent union of true
velievars in reforu.

In Clarke's view, the Hincksite ~ Grit coalition,
for all its shortcomings, had made oulstanding contribute
ions, Thanks to this alliance, he argued, "the name
Reformer had couwe to mean aomething‘“g It was no longer

used as a tera to describe, "a powerless and persecuted

Horth American, March 26, 1852. Article entitled
An Elective Legislative Council referring to the
Globe's cpposition to such a proposal.

PeAsU. Clarke Papers, Speech delivered at the Reform

Banquet in Waterloo, July 15, 1853.
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opposition,™ It was no longer a title, "to be laughed

at, sneered at, rendered synonomous with rsbel, and used

as a contemptuous epithet."lo Rather, Clarke daclared,
that label had become, "the fitting title of a party which
had pushed Canada half a century ahead of its position in
1840, in material prosperity, political liberty, and social
reform.”

Appealing to his audience to share his pride in
that fact, Clarke called for, "the firm and lasting
union of the Reform party.™" lHe was convinced that unity
alone would, "secwre the final harvest of reform."1

Had a similar spsech been delivered a year before,
it wuld have received a wara reception, DBut coming in
the sumer of 1853 it met with only polite applause.

Even as he spoke, the alliance Clarke sought to preserve
wasvbeing dealt a fatal blow. In Quebec, Father Gave
azzi's inflammatory speecies on the evils of popery ine
cited wild anti-Protestant riots. When these disturbances
continued apparently unchecked, Upper Canadian suspicions
of ths government'!s pro-Catholic, pro-french bias seemed
confirmed. News of corruption in high places coming in

the wake of the¢ Gavazsi affair sufficed to destroy the

10. PsA.0. Clarke Papers, Speech: delivered at the Hefom
Banquet in Waterloo, July 15, 1853,

11. ;_u_f,i_;

12, Ibid.
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coalition ministry.

Commenting on c¢harges that the Crown's first
minister had used public money in his private stock
operations, Wiliiem lcDougall, the veritable architect of
Reform union wrote gloomily to Clarke of his intention
to oppose botn Hincks and Rolphe "God knows,™ he exclaimed
"1 have been willing to say nothing of many things - but
this is too much."13 Hincks had to be rejected as leader,
openly and boldly,"™ amd Holph with him.lh Perhaps Janes
Lesslie could be persuaded to take up the reins, McDougall
declared, and, '"we can work our cards sc as Lo get support
of the Brown rank and file at the polls while repudiating
him as leader."

The editor of the North American was in favour of
scrapping the union of 1851 completely in favour of a new
beginning. Before you build on the old foundation,
ficbougaell told Clarke, "you must clear away the rubbish
that now covers it." i Por once, the Elcra‘journalist

disagreed, While sharing the North American's disgust

with Hincks'! recent activities, the Backwoodsman felt

that the course icDougall was mapping would play intc the
hands of the enemies of reforme. Hincks of course must go,
13+ PeA.O. Clarke Papers, lMcDougall to Clarke, September 17, 1853.
14, Ibid.

15. Ibid.
16. Ibid., McDougall to Clarke, April L, 1854.
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but not Rolph. In Clarke's view, Holph was the only honest
and avallable leader of the Clear Grit party.17 To
replace hinm with James Lesslie, a secret and ardent abetter
of the Brownite faction, ™would destroy that union,™ in
wiich our chances of success alone axist."lg
Regardle ss of Melougall's decision, Clarke believed
that the future would see, "a powerful democratic party
formed - and after a trial of union of the provinces will
come wiat I long to sees..Canadian Independence.“lg A
velief in tie natural goodmess of man and the instinctive
rightness of the mmsses had led Clarke im the past to
bring forward optimistic arguments for faith in the
democratic system. He believed that, in time, history
would place ultimate power in the hands of the Canadian
people, Given this power, they would achieve far more
than dome stic liberty. They would end their colonial
status, and win a place for Canada in world affairs

as a sovereign nation state. It was this vision that

Clarke would present again to subscribers of the 3tamford

17, FeAs0a Clarke Papers, Clarke to HcDougall, April 24, 1854.
18. Ibid.
19. Ibid.
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Hercury in his articles, "Canada and the Canadians.”
And it waes this vision that brought him to Holph's defence
in the election campaign of 1854 at the cost of an open
break with members of his own party.zl

The campaign began imwediately on dissolution of
the Fourth Parliament in June, Turning aside an offer
to stand as a candidate, Clarke began lmuediately to
foraulate strategy in conjunction with the party {faithful
in North Waterloo, North Wentworth and in the North Riding
of Hellington.’ Correspondence with George PFirie, Hobert
Spence, George Thomson and others resulted finally in a
platforn calling for the adoption of the elective principle
and "the preservation of party integrity and honast

adninistration, against the returan of Hincks' candidates

to the coalition cabinet,"

PeA,0s Clarke Papers, William Louscn to Charles Clarke
commenting on the views expressed in the Hercury,
June 13, 1854,

P.heCo John Rolph Papers II, 1824-1885, David Gibson to

Or. folph, HMay 20, 1854. Earlier references te Clarke's

desire to protect the Grit leader are to be found in

Gibson's correspondence with HRolph, ca. February 1854.

P.A.0¢ Clarke Papers, George Pirie to Charles Clarke,
June 26, 1854,
Elora Backwoodsman, October 4, 1854, Couments on "the

recent general election.”
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It was a rlatform consistent with Clarke's belief
that the present alignment of Reformers under Rolph's
leadership offered the best hope for the future, Un-
fortunately it failed to rally support. By endorsing the
government while cualling for the dismissal of its leader,

the Backwoodsnman not only angered many Grits; it begged

oprosition from ministerialists and Brownite Reformers
alike., Against such formidable forces, the divided Crit
camp barely survived,

True, a nminor success was scored by Clarke's
forces in North Waterloo where William McDougeall was
defeated on charges of, "stepping in to divide Reform
ranks."zk But this failed to compensate for losses
suffered in adjacent ridings. In Halton, Caueron's
inability to ovarcoms Brown's welleoiled nachine reduced
Grit representation in the coalition cabinet by half,

Cf the original Grit representation in the House, only
a handful survived to meet the Fifth Parliament when
it opened in Septenber,

The election of 1854 did more than weaken the
Clear Grits; it destroyed the Heform coalition of 1851.

Faced with charges of corrupt leadership, Hincks found

24. Elora Backwoodsman, October 4, 1854, Comments on "the

recent genersl election.™
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his ministry without a majority when ti:e new House assembled.
Ic Upper Canada, both Macdcnald'!s Conservatives and the
Independent Heforuers led by Brown made gains at the

expense of tie ministerialists. Similarly, in Canada

Last the governuent suffered losses. Here, the anti-
clerical French Canadian Houges, who endorscd the separation
of church and state, had found it profitable to play down
their party's original republican and democratic doctrines

in favour of a platfora that concentrated on such immediate

25

issues as the abolition of the old seigueurial systeme
These election returns were interpreted by Clarke
a8 the end of a gallant experiment. Other ideformers howe
ever, notably George Brown, looked upon the destruction
of the govermnent's ma jority as the pre-requisite to heform
reconstruction. Wwhat Brown and others like him now
envisaged was the creation of a new HReform party that
would embrace the liberal progressive elements of all
the other parties. "Liberal French, liberal Conservatives,
liberal Aeformers would all be rallied under one banner
and find no differences sufficient to divide them," Brown
wrote earlier.26 The result, in his view, would be a

broad based new political combination upholding British

The French Canadians 1760-1
(Teronto, 1956),; 342-343.
26¢ GlObe. {"iay l’é, 1853'

25. liason vade,
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constitutional principles wiile at the same time maine
taining the cherished veoluntary principle. It woull be
left to the main body of the french, the Bleus, together
with the die-hard lories, to coumbine in defence of state-
churcin principles and oppose truly progressive government,

Brown had every hope of realizing nis grand
design in the new liouse. ile saw good prospects of winning
over substantial nuabers of Consgervatives in Upper Canada
considering the large uajority that had expressed strong
resentment of Catholic power in politics. Hany Western
Conservatives had declared openly in favour of secular-
izing the reserves during the caupaign itself and it would
not be difficult, Brown felt, to persuade tais faction to
unite with anti-governmeant leformers and disgruntled
ministerialists to overtiirow the Hincks' ministry.

To effect this alliance, Brown a pealed to John
Sandfield Hacdonald, the Speaker of the last House and
a fim {oe of Hincks, If Hacdonald would take command
of the deforu forces and bring about a union with Cone-
servatives on Liberal voluntaryist teras, a majority
government pledged to, "separaticn of church and state =

representation by population - and non-sectarian schools,”
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could be fomed. If this were done, Brown prouissd to
support iHacdonald, "with all my heart and vigour."
There reumained the possibility héwever, bihat
the Conservatives in Upper Canada would not fall in with
Brown's designs for the future. The prospect of their
Joining witi: hincks had not eseaped Brown, but he felt
certain that the Conservative rank and file would much
prefer, "a progressive Protestant alliance to union
with, "the corrupt Hincks and his faction."29
Should Conservatives choose to follow the latter
course, any real hope of building a new Liberal party
would raest with the remaining Western Grits, Brown's
feorces, together with Clarke and his followers might be
able to erect a second Refors combination. But it would
be a difficult task, Clear Grittisw had been born in a
rejection of the very creed George Drown personified,
To bring together the champions of republican institutions -
the representatives of pepular frontier democracy = the
advocates of Canadian independence, and unite them with
men steeped in the traditions ol Victorian Liveralism

would be a remarkable political {eat.

27« Careless, 191.

28. Ibid., 191.
29, Globe, January 206, 1854.
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ACCORD WITH BROWN

Clarke anxiocusly awaited the opening of the
Fifeh Farliament of the Union. With seven rival minority
factions in the asseumbly he knew coalition government
was a certaintye. In this respect the new house would be
ne different from the olds Yet so fluid was the party
situation as the meanbers asseambled that Clarke could do
little but speculate as to the nature and composition of
the next ministry.

News of the formation of a new alliance was not
long reacuiﬁg Llora. On September 1l Clarke learned that
a cabinet consisting of three Conservatives, two Hincksite
Aeforuers, four French Canadian Bleus and cne Lower Canada
inglish member was to be sworn.l Three days earlier
the Hincks-lMorin government had r;signed. In its place
stood a new administration representing an entirely new
alignment of forces. Hesponding to the Governor General's
request to form a government 3ir Allan MacNab had entered
into coalition, not only witl the Bleus, but with a

large seguent of the Hincksite Reformers as well,

Cornell, FPaG., The Aligrment ol Pelitical Croups in the

I™
i

United Province of

Cangda Fhele Thesis, 115,

i}ent. II. 308"310;
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Canada was to have a government made up of botl: Liberals
and Conservatives; a governaent that would command an overe
whelning parliamentary majoritye.

Clarke reeled at the news, A year earlier icDougall
had hinted at the prosgpect of Hincks joining a Liberal=
Conservative coalition.3 And Clarke may well have reuembered

a biting =ditorial in the Horth Aaerican denouncing the

Premier as an "unscrupulous politician™ quite capable

of throwing in his lot with Jjust such a combinationj

a combination camposed of the odds and eands of all parties

and not actuated Ly patriotic feelings or honest principles.”™
3till, he could not believe that tids prophecy

had been fulfilled, <{larke had expected the Premier to

resign when Parliwient met, out be did not anticipate the

gravitation of iliincks and his féllowers_to the "right?

of thae political spuctrun,.

Gezorge Brown of couise had hoped t 0 see exactly
the opposite., His grand design had called for a coupe
rehensive left - and - cantre ministry comprising the
liberal elements in both the Conservative and Hdeform
partiess But DLrown had been outmanoszuvred {rom the start,

By defeating JSandfield Macdonald's bid, iincks deprived

3s FPedeDe Clarke Papers, MeDougall to Clarke, February 2, 1853.
Le North American, February 1, 1853.
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Brown's Independent Refcrmers of a2 victory that might
well have shaped a very different alignment of forces.
Then, by accepting overtures for an alliance from MacNab,
Hincks had effectively breached the Liberal front Brown
had hoped to constructe.

Clearly, churchestate issues had not created the
party combinations Brown believed thev would, By the
autumn of 185, Protestant Conservatives and Hincksite
fleforners generally were more concerned with the prospect
of holding power than thev were with French Catholic
influence in govermment. To obtain power, both parties
displayed a willingness to accommodate a growing conserve
atism among Cuebec Reformers by putting aside the voluntary
principle and represcntation by population. In turn,
Trench Bleus and English Conservatives saw mutual benefit
to be derived by coming to terms with the railway era
initiated by the Hincksite Libherals. The polities of

, Dbower ani the politics of railways were responsible for
the complexion of the new administration.5

Homentarily stunnsd by the sudden turn of events,
opponents of the Liberal-Conservatives resacted quickly,

The day the Hincks-llacNab governuent was amnounced Liberal

5‘ Dent, II' 306‘307.
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elements on the "left"™ made up largely of Clear Grits,
Independent Heformers and Lower Cansdian ifouges issued

a statement condemning the aninisterial allianceaé #hile
only thirty-eight men lent thelr naues to the {inal dralt
the significance of this gesture was not lost to the
editor of the Globe, Here was Lhe making of an effective
opposition to the Liberal=-Counservatives and the potential
source for an alternate government.

Confident that a measure of collaboration could be
worked out with the Rouges, Brown knew his real task lay
in closing the riflt between his followers and the Clear
Grits. DBoth parties shared much in common: their
views on ¢hurch and state and French Catholic domnination.
If they could bridge the chasm of bitterness and distrust,
a naw power to coabat the present ministry might yet take
shape.

3igns of a better understanding betwsen Grits and
Brownitea appeared early in the néw parliament. Hep-
rasentatives of both parties found themselves voting
together during the debate on the governuent's Clergy
Reserves 3ill, With Clear Grits supporting his amendments,

the leader of the Independent Heformers observed that

54 Globe, September 15, 185L.

AR
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there was no longer "any reason to complain against the
Grits“.7 In Brown's view they had redeemed thaumselves
by opposing the Hincksite aduinistration and he was gow
prepared to offer them "co-operation at all svents,”

In reply, Willlam McDougall declared that ™it

is not remarkable that the Globe, North American and

Exaniner, George Brown and John Rolph should all row in
the same boat.“g Qeorge Brown's opposition to the Hincke
3ite-Grit coalition had seesed wrong at the time but,
remarked Ghe North Awerican, "we do not view his oppos=-

10
ition in the same 1ight now."

These Cirst hesitant steps toward lsforu recon-
struction were followed by a merger of the radical press.

In February, the North Amserican, plagued by Cinancial

losses, was absorbed by the Globe and shortly thersaflter
Brown's journal Look over the Lxauwiner as well.ll Before
leaving to join the Globe's editorial stall, lcbougall

ramarksd that "there is no causce for division, no sexcuse

. . . 12 .
{or separate cliques or factions.™ in his opinion a

7« Globe, September 15, 1854.
8. ibid.
9, FRorth American, October 18, 1854,
10, Ibid.
11. PeAsOs Clarke Papers, llcDougall to Clarke, tells of his
decision to give up the Korth American, April 4, 1854,
12, North American, February li, 1855,



unien of the Clear Grits and Independent heforumers was both

lagicai and necessarye
Clarke was not ignorant of the sentiments favouring

an entente with Brown that were being expressed within

the Grit party. HNor was he blind tc nae nasd for an

effective alternative to Hincks and %srin. From the
moment the Liberal-Conservatives took their oaths of
office, he had been in constant touch with a wide circle
of Clear Grit editors and party workers. Yet unlike
eDougall, he scrupulously avoided any uove that Nbﬁld’
result in an alliance with Brown.

In Hareh 1855, following the sale of the Dack=

woodsman to F. Frank, Clarke was approached with an of fer

to act as pelitical correspondent for the Globe in the

b ]

@esﬁ.*g That offer was refused. Together with most
Grits, Clarke was as determined as ever to "go for the
elective Qrinciple.“lk As long as Brown repudiated that
principle he would receive a cool reception in the western
countryside. On more than one occasion Clarke had labelled
the Jlobe editor a reactionary and an enemy of true reform.
How, despite the political crisis and the urgings of old

friends, he made it clear that his estimate ol George

13 P.A.0. Clarike Papers, Gordon Brown to Clarke, March 24, 1855.
L Ib bid., George Thomson to Clarke, January 25, 1855.
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Brown had not changed.

John Rolph or Sandfield Macdonald were Clarke's
nominees to head a new alliance. He was willing to join
in the buildines of a Reforn coalition providing cne of
these men was chosen to lead it. Unlike HMelougall, Clarke
never discounted Rolph as "an aging politician who could
no longer be trnsted,"15 and he refused to consider
argunents that Macdenald's catholicism would act as a
serious obstacle. It was Brown who could not be trusted.
It was that man's brand of Liberalism that stood in the
way of future success., The principles and aspirations of
Canadian democrats were not tc be purchased with arguments
that George Brown had the reputation as the champion of
Upper Canada rights and that he alcne possessed the
necessary political machine,

Clarke's arguments for either Rolph or Haedonald
were not well received. Broun remainad the cholce of the
majority of #decformers in Upper Canada. HNevertheless,
by turning down McDougall's plea for co=@ssprafiios sig
Brown, Clarke was instrunertal in blocking the proposed
alliance of the "left." Unfortunately he would <claim

no lasting success. By the spring of 1255, new developments

154 PuoA.0s, Clarke Papers McDougall to Clarke, April 4, 1854,
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were Jorcing Clarxe and the majority ol Grits to review
Chelr attitude toward Brown.

In May of that year, Tach€, the Lower Canadian
government leader guided an Upper Canada Scheool Bill
tirough parliament. This bill would enable Catholics to
establish separate schools iu that province and thereby
have a c¢laim on public funds. What antagonized voluntarye
ist opinion still fwrther was the fact that a bill of such
importance to Canuda Jest should be passed largely by
eastern votes. aarely had French Catholic domination

15
been so obvious,

Clarke's initial reaction was to demand the disse
olution of the union. In the past, he nad argued with
fellow Grits tlat elective instituticns and pure governe
ment could only bhe achieved when Upper Canada was free
from lower Canadian influence.17 Now, Clarke, together
with lcocal western journals and Grit politicians urged
Protestants to endorse petitions for the repeal of the
Act of Union.

Not all Upper Canadian Protestants however, were
ready to take such a stepe Brown for one denounced

separation of the Canadas as, "the advice of the coward."

Carsless, 202-203.

North American, August 16, 1850,
Examiner, August 8, 1855,

Globe, March 6, 1855.
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Dissolution, in his view, would spell economic ruin. Upper
Canada's coamerce nseded free access to the outside world,
Leaving the union would mean giving up the use of the 3t.
Lawrence route., If that happened, the VWest would be

left facing trade barriers beth North and Souths

Provincial union might be a political failure,
but, the Globe inew it to be an cconomic successe. As
an alternative to Clarke's demand for diasolution, Brown
suggestad representatioﬁ by population. If the Reformers
in Canada West wc:ld unite around that principle they
might still check French Catholic power without destroying
the unicn. A united Upper Canada Reform party could
carry "rep by pop®™, Brown declared at Brampton.zo Would
Clarke and his friends abandon their pres:nt strategzy
and put aside past avimosities for the sake of mounting
a united Reforu caapaign on that principle?

Renewed religious discord in the months that
followed, togetier with a new appraisal ol his party's
position brought an affirmative reply from Clarke., Early
in 1856, Bishop Charbonnel declared that Homan Catholiec
elactors who did not vote for separate schools were

guilty of mortal sine flews of this had no sooner

20. Globe, July 23, 1855.
21, Toromto Mirror, January 25, 1856,



spread through Upper Camada when it wss learned that a
Catholic Judge and jury had acquitted seven members of
their own faith of the charge of beating fdward Corrigan,

~
a Protestant, to death, despite strong evidence of guilt.

Both episcdes strengthened the Opposition, In
parliament, Brown foaund himself speaking for an Upper
Canadian majority. Clear CGrits, Hincksite Liberals and
even some Conservatives joined with Independent Reformers
to demand an inquiry into the Corrigan case. The motion
presented drew but two negative votes from Canada West,
When the ministry moved to have the permanent seat of
government f{ixed at Quebec its representation from Upper
Canada again voted with Brown, and in May, "rep by pop"
won a majority of wotes from the West.z Mounting suse-
picion of Lower Canadian dominaticon and French Catholic
power was weakening the MacNab-Tache coalition. Only
overwhelming support from the eastern section of the
province was savip the government from defeat.zh

It was against this background, that Charles
Clarke agre:d to consider Ceorge Brown's policies. Alone,

he knew the CGrits could accomplish little, even against

22, Globe, January 28, 1855.
23 Mo 2 May 12 » 18560
2‘}- Creighten ? I 5 228'237-
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a weak and divided government, [Neither the elective
principle nor the cuapaign for dissclution had appealed
to the majority of Upper Canadianse Brown howover had a
program cai;able of rallying nmass support. Throughout
1856, his welleoiled machine had been hard at work forme
ulating a platform demanding "rep by pop", non-sectarian
educat ion and annexation of the Hudson's Bay territories,
By endorsing this program Clarke saw the possibility
of erecting a western Liberal alliance strong enough to
block further Lower Canadian encroachments on Upper Canadian
rigits. ™At least,™ a fellow Grit declared "an adminise
tration with Mr. Brown at the head would be an improvement
over the present ainistry” Therefore, "let us have it."26
The first positive step toward reorganizing the

forces of Liberalism was taken in December, Clarke
attended a meeting of the Opposition and Reforn journalists
in Toronto from which a circular was addrsssed to Heformers
in every provincial constituency asking them to scnd
six delegates from their respective ridings to a convention
to be held the following monthe The purpose of the con=-
vention was to define policy, lay down a platform and
create an organization capable of achieving coumon aims.27

25 Careless; 232,

20+ PeAlO., lackenzie-Lindsey Papers, J. Malcolm to William

Mackenzie, Septeasber 13, 1856.

27. Globe, January 12, 1l857. See alsc, Eric Jackson
"The Organization of Upper Canada Reformers 1818-1867,"

Ontario History, LIII, (1961), 109.
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This course was being taken, the Globe informed

its readers, to oppose "the reckless aduinistration of

public affairs™; to oppose: "a government supported
by only one secticn of the province and pursuing a sectional
policy which was humiliating to the western section and
detrimental to the whole provinoe."28 Lastly, the _Globe
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