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I NTRODUCTION 

'fordsworth -JaS the poet of joy . No reodel' of his poems 

can r a il to be i p essed by this cons antly recurring note , 

partioul r y in the poe of the gr cat da ce e of his ~ riting , 

1?98-1~08 . This joy , of '/hich he so fr quebtly sp &. ·s , was 

the inspira tion of hi s best wor k , and ~hel1 the brightness 

of his joy W ri d , his poetic effort f alter.d . 

aturc \ r. cl the 'ouX'O of the joy ~ühD.t i n '"'pil'ed i':ords ... 

worth. His poetry wes , hOVJ0Ver , the frui t 01' r f l oc ion upon 

tl a t wh1 ch was g~ven by nature thro gh eye and ear . ~he poet ts 

i nd was st t l~ te an ' n ,i ekeled by j oy , nùt onlyat the 

moment of ~e sa~ on , ut frequcntly months or yea TS ~ ftG a rds. 

"Emotion recolJ.ec 'ted in trunquillity" , a i1 Wordswor t pute i t 

hi mself in he f a ous pref ce to the Lyrics l Ballads , gave rise 

t p poe'try . He Wt;; s capable of being emot i ona lly 0 ;1mulated by 

the memory of post experlences , and uo do b t h, 1nterven1 e 
Ulont.'- s ·~ere a li ' me of 1 ctlb t · on d ring V/hieh 1 s own mind ~ 

worked over the origina l stimulus . Ab r oronbie s ms i up 

thus: "His themc is al w ys css nt i ully the satne ; i t is the 

joy on which h's \!Tholo poetio life re s ted tt • l 

This joy der1ved from na ture throueh personal 

lLa scelle"" Abercrombiè: The rt of 70rdsuorth , Oxford -

l 
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.xperience and recol1 ct i on not onl y pr ov - - t e b t he inspi r ation 

of much of ortis\~lor-t;h t s hast f'O r k ; 1 t \!laS a n int gr 1 e l oment 

in his outlook on , and a.ttitude towardC! , 1i1' • Y/e might even 

s y the:t his ma'liure philosophy of lite cons isted of an integr ation 

of thls primary impulse of joy Ith t he vnried experiences of 

our human lot. y ordswor'th leurn cl t rom nature t o a cce'pt l ite , 

or a s e may say , ta ID ke an f f i rm 'ive r esponse to it. Lite 

l s good, bec u~ e na t ure i" good , b · in t he glver of joy , nd 

muei eL,e as lel1. Though Words l/!orth' s Chris l an1 ty ha s been 

much ques t;ioned , in t hi s a t l s t h - w c pr of oun<.ll y Christian , 

as 0 posad t o the life- enyiag phl1oso hies of t he aast. 

'ivordswoX'th' j oy colouX' d hi ... approa ch al so t o the 

pra ct ical iss ue'''' of hi "" -cI me . l11s c r t t ici d il, of materi a lism nd 

indus ri l~ ~m i consi s twnt vi th h i s ove of n turc and s i m-

pliei t y. He ch ' rIT l one hU11l n d i gn i ty- , "or tbe nntur 1 ma n s 

he kne ~ hi m amon p.: t he da l s of t he L-t u ï::ountry wa " f ull of 

d i g "ty. He ehnmpionetl t he l i bert y a nd i nc1ependence of t t 

individual. 1I :- ra i ;;:ied h" s vo l (: g i l1s t t 10 pr eval . ne , of t he 

a oqui s itilv - , nd luxury - loving temper of hi s t i m • In the 

and rnany other r espects he s )eaks f or 11 't i me. 

It io our bel! f thut Wordswort h 1 CI. " l ~ JOrd f or our 

ganer tien , gr owing out of hi deep scnE1~of jey i n n t ure . 

Moll by , in tribute tlb him, spa ks of be i ng able " t e di stil 

from his best wor k those fre s h a nd eener ous princip les by 

which wise man n'lay s till live" . 2 

2George Mallaby, 
1950 , p. 4 . 

Tribute, Oxford, Ba sil Bl ackwell, 
----------~--~-----
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his i8 a worn nd frustratea age . Mult1tu es ré op­

pressed by the weary \1s1ght of this un1ntel1i,ç;1.ble world , 

havlng no i_ntegr a ted philosophy of lire cap ble of stand.ing 

aga1nst the pressures of our ·t i me . Men are ore than haI t in 

love with easeful deeth ; many oontemplat e with equanimity the 

possibility of the complete destruction of civilization . Theil" 

equanimity l s derived not l'rom f aitn , but l'rom indifferenee t o 

a11 but l mm.edi ate satisfaction of desires . The cult of peaee of 

mind , the over-empfl sis on physlc l comfort , oome· dangerously 

qlose to being ta d ath-like resignat ion to f orces which we feel 

incapable of ID stering_ ~J.lhe rnad. pursuit of plee.sure ls a n index 

of our fund mental s adness. The tendenc1es which Wordsworth 

observed in the life of his tlme hav e b oome more prom1nent in 

the l ast cen·~ury. rus protest 1a st i11 relevant; his glad ne ... 

ceptance of lito's gi f ts , and its joy, m y still point t o 

better way for us. ~Vhile 1 t may be 1;00 much to say that Words­

worth has the answer to our 111s , it i a Q fe t o say that he has 

set up guide·posts lone the way to an answer. 

he purpose of thfs ossey 18 to ex Ti ine Wordsworth' s 

joy in na iiu.;rû by fj.rst tra oing 1ts development in the poet·s 

lite; th€m t eo ) look ü the mature concept in ~ome datail; nd 

finall 1;0 suee; '" t its limita tions; and t roughout the dis­

cuss ion to kecp in mind the relevance of this princip" , t o the 

li1'e of today. 

This 1ntroductory aotion may l:?e fittingl y brought t o 

a olose by quoting t hase wo!'{ls from one of the gre t names ln 

Wordsworthian oritici m, Walter Haleigh: 
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It Vil happ iness th t Wordsworth teught ( ••• ) His 
poems a. re 0 e long and va riOIS exposition of ' the 

r nd ele. enta r y princlple of pleasure' as he c Ils it, 
' by w ich man ~ows , û feals , d l ives , nd oves'. 
( ••• )He round t 1s rlnciple ot' joy 'n1mat1ng 11 
natu.re t nd , 0 f r h is con.te. pl .i ons c rI" ad hlm, 
l e s aw 1 t i n a l1 l n li e. 3 

~alter R 1e1gh , Wordsworth, London, Edwa r d Arnold & Co ., 
1952 , pp .143- 4 . 
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JOY IN N l'UHE : ITS ORIG I N AND GROW'l'H 

One of' .ford worth t s most complete expr s s i ons of 111' 

joy in n--t r 1s foundt in Tin 
......... _------"'- (...4n~s Composecl 

M'l - f! a bove Ti nt or""Abbey). If e a re to have e clo '-.1' i d ., of 

thi s ubje c t , 'Je c ot do bett li:' t h n to r C .11 ome of th. ,... 

~ ords as ~n introduction t o a discussi on of tle orlgin nd 

g1'owth of this conception~ Hor e 1 ~ portr yod the de 'oloped 

idc 
the , blessed mood , 

In , hieh the burthen of th myst cry, 
In wh;i.ch the he- vy an the reu y 'lO i ght 
Of 11 this unin1iollig1.ble VJorld, 
Ts lightened - that serene nd blessed mood , 
In whlch the f.reations rently le . us on, 
Until, the bre th of this 001'1'01'0 1 frame 

And even "\;he motion of our hum-n blood 
lmost suspen €ld , wc ra laid a~leep 

In body, and b come l iVing ~oul; 
~'lhile Ji th n ey d quiet by tho power 
Of ha rmony a nd tl e de p pm el' of jOY, 
vH~ soc into the l ife of ttl ings. (Tin el'n~ bbey , 3 7- 49 ) 

Rore , thon , are the principa l olement'" in. l;ordswol'th's sen e 

of joy in nature: mood of happ ines~ t h t lifts him bove 

the etty nnoyance of lire ; a. mood of ulmost mystica l 

r upture in whlch the senses no longer obtrude , and in v leh 

he seams gifted wi th a mor e them normal in .. 1g1 t . But we must 

beSi n ut the begl nn1ng and ende voul' 'GO r a oa th e; ro 'ft of 

thi ~ n' a i n the poet . 

'(ordsworth was ortunat e :tn hi " ehlldl ood environ-

ment. Botl ut bomo o.t Coc -ermouth , ator at. chool t 

Hawk he" d , h lived in t _) fi i l , .. i~ o f ur tur l urroundingo t o 

the inf uanc e of. v ioh he oft.n pa i t r i uto i n l te ya ~ • 

If we may t !ce l'he l'c lude t f cc v a lue , .s r a "on' oly 

5 



a ocurate ccount of Wordsworth's personal developm nt, , nd 1 

th1nk wc a re quite jus ified in do1ng 0 , e may ca lI to mind 

such l i nes a th se , l n iThich he ttr:i.butes 0 'he "musicft of 

the Denient itrer, 

A f oret aste , a d m earnest , of the c -lm 
That Nature breathes umol1g tho hills and grove", l 

(I , 275- 281 ) 
whi le yet "a baba in l'ms" . "The enrth" , he says, 

l illd COIDnlOn f ce of N ture ~p ka to me 
Remembe l'able t Il ings ; (1, 586-8 ) 

V/hat ~ere the...,e things? The poet ans ors in t hoso ",ords : 

rl'nose chiefly thf t t'iret lod me to the love 
or rivera , ' ooda, and fi -lds. (11, 4- 5 ) 

NO reader of The prelude o· 1 escape u e sense of joy t " 

~f01.'dsworth el i he ra e ce 0:" .he si s and so ds of 

nature • ./-" s oy , e co esses, (II, 78 ), e l ov d t e uu , 

not s the ~ive 0 l'fe, 

~t for th ' M c use, that 1 had see film l y 
18 beauty on the mor nlng hills , h d seen 

The esteru ounta ins touoh his setting orb , 
In ra ny thoughtless houX' , when from excc"'c. 
Of ha"pp in s r:! , my blood o.ppeared to flow 
For i ts own pleasure, and r bre thed wlt joy. *tx 

(II, 18Z- 8 ) 

If we may <' dduce one more quot tion trom l'he Prelude , this 

apostrophe to a ,u e l y se e as ... " ary : 

o Nat ra, Tho , as r ad 
~y lofty speeul tions; n in t eo , 
or h ' s uneas~ hea~t of ours, l in 

A 1 ever-t'a11ing p i.nci l e of jOy 
And purest :..l ss10 .... (11, 447- 451 ) 

The st co 1'1e \l ~} outlin~ of Wor{tsworth~s dev lapi ne; 

appr eci tion of nature 1s round in Tint e rn Abbey; , particula r1y 

'!':;~uotations from'l'h<" pr elude a l' tlll·en t'rom the-r850 ed 'ti n a. " 
cont ' ined i n the Oxford )tnnèl , d .:, utho : 'l'he Poet icel Wor K of 
Willi m Wordswo..!:.th, ad. by (' e e1incourt . 'Any except1onc. l r~ 
noted . 
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i n l i nes 65-111. Wc Cafi find thr oe or f our st8~es of this 

rowth , del>encling on our olaso1fic tion. It h s bean sugge t ed2 

tha t Wordswor'th WB'" t this tim.e f Ol10wing the Hartlel n psy­

chology , u . ~lying 1t to hi h own ment 1 lif • Hartley distingui ~hed 

t ree fl ages of dovelopment : childhood , the peri od of pure 

sens .t ion; youth , the age of Rimple idoas ; and maturity , 

time of complex idees. In any avent , such soheme pp roximates 

th cour se of Wordsworth' gro"llvth ,;) hero g1von. Through 1 t 

tl,l' th · r.o br fd~ co::! al ecst . y of joy. 

Thor e i the sensuous del i gh- of boyhood p ssing into 

t a absorpti.on 0" youth: 

catar o·t 

fjtor uture th n 
(The coargcr pl U'ures of W boyi~h days , 
l n<1 thoir gl:.... :ln:lmal move .~ .. ts· Il gon by) 
To me lN S al1 in 11 0 (72- 75) 

01:I.Lg: HTh"" oundtna 

me lil~o p' ~ al nfl , (?6-'7). The sight ... and 

soun s of nt 'tl.ll'è filera then 

This 1° t e 

ap' etite, a fLelin ~ , und ~ _ vs , 
u t h $à no noed of f.\ remoter charnl 1 

y thou ht l" ,11ea , uor f- ny i ntexest 
Un )or' )lJl(~ ô. ~rom t , e eye.. (80"'°4, ) 

~~î For l 
o look on N,tuT, ot 

Of thoua&tl.A y u . , 
T L ~ ·tl, s 1 us10 0 

h -ve leu l'f ed 
a S :1.1'1 the hour 

f entl.me", 
( B-91) 

flf,e "r conte'll1 lutive respon .. e to na ure , in 

wh1ch sensat ion in ~orked upon by other i $. Fina lY t 

Wordsworth pa.~ses to more mystioal ViéW of n tura , in which 

2 erbert Read: Wordsworth, (New York, Jon tha Ccpo ' nd 
Harrison Smith,193Ï) di sèusses th! e t "ome length, pp. 
14r/-9. 
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he find'" life in 1.1 thing t a nd in w ich he shores in th joy 

which i i 

makes 

d l nve felt 
A pre"'enc e th t di turbs m· with he joy 
Of eleve.ted thoughts ; a sense sublime 
Of something f a more deoply i nterfu'ed , 
Whos ûwell i n J ls theli ght of setti ng suns , 
k\ni the round ocean nd the living nir, 

d the bl c sky , nd i n the mi nd of mon; 
ot i on nd a spiri t , t t i mpels 

AIl thinking t ," ng , a ll objècts of Il thought , 
~d rolls through Il hings . (93- 102 ) 

groat dea l mol' of the contrast be'tweau his yout l f ul 

plea sure i na ture , bnd the more sobor anù thouglT f uI ap-

prec l a tion of matur e y. ra. He confes es his S!l·.ne8 ,~ becou 

th ecstasy of yOlth has giv n way tO "y rs "hat bring tho 

philoso-phiomind ff • ut we hov her ·, a1"0 a fuller expression 

of h:l.8 anse of boyhood joy in natur · . The Ode ls an exposi t · on -
of the text pl ce bene th the title: f/lrh child 1s f a ther of 

the man" . It i a ce brotion of. Wordswo:rth ' s e rly joy :n 

na ture , 0 beauti:rully a nd convincingly tOld, ·tha th. l'en el.' 

finds himself in Gun-b th~d fields of ai'nelish May. "He ven 

lies about us i n our infancytl ~( 67)o But fi hades of the pr1son­

hou""e begin to close Upon the growing boy" (68- 9 ) Cl ·l~ hey did 

in the experienc of th poet. 18 r t se q testion f or uè 

Illich '\Va hall not a ttempt to ans'W r here . t thi s point , )Je 

s \11 content our elve w·th skin~ ; ' , ~ there sorne e eet or 

limi tation , in Wordsworth t S <tens ' of Dy in na tm: c '1hioh de-

cl'eed tha t i should !lot l a.:' t ? 

l'- i"" not poss ibl , '/ithin the compass of th ' eSl>sy , 
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t o d lineute the bearing of al1 of Wordsworthts experlenc s on 

hi developing r espons . to n tl l'o. Hi 1"-ont to 0 mb idge in l ?8? , 

nd \n gr aduat-d in 1'791. It wo 1(1 seew. tha'" \lis univer ity 

life \J s a mincI' l' ctOI' in hi s emotiont\l and po. tin gr ow' , nd 

in he Prelude (Bk. rII ), he p ys but ~li ht tr1bt. ' to i ts in-
"ti" jIIr\ 

fluenee. However , l S l'et 'rn to t e L'lk, D" trlèt for the sumoa 

mol' vaoations of 1788 a. 1789 , (the l tter sp .t wi th J) ro'thy) , 

gay rea t st i mu us to lis love of n ture, and t h joy he felt 

ami d 't natura.1 surroundings. "Porf oot joy of heart" (IV,135 ), 

was his phra s for som of thes va. n t i on xperl naes . 

e.n f'irst! de 
Once mor e the circuit of our little lake, 
If evel' appi ness h th lodg cl wi h man , 
Th t day consummate huppine s was m1n~, 
Wide-spr e din~, s ea ,y , calm, oontemplative. 

. (IV,l3?-l41) 

It 18 rel vau't; · tothe therne to no"be one refere c to 

t he vue t ion peri od ~hich he p nt w' t Dorothy, for el' in­

flu nee in fut 1re ye :ra vi s ta be a not ble one . Conccrni ng 

thi occasion, a p " sage ddre sad to 01 ridge say 

1. 0 • W s bl st 
Eetween the e sundy VJ narines v ith a joy 
Above all jOYSt that s emo another mor n 
Ri on on mid-floon; blest Ilith the prê C!ence , ]'riend, 
Of th t ole si"'te • • • (VI, l94-9) 

A l ater v c t "on poriod took im, i n comp ny ~ith his 

friand Rober Jone ,on walki hr ough Fra ce and 

Swit z l'land. l VI s then tha t Franco '\ n ' ... ,tanding on the top 

of gol.den our~) fl (VI, 340). l :.ras in on ct on h e cros"'-

lng of the 11) th t vJordsworth _" y tl'ib te to the power of 

the imugina tion , nd 'che B eatn0IV of "vh, soule Th nt ire 
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(Prelude 
-~-

I , 592- 616) , 18 note here for its gignificance 

ln relo:"ion to ~;o ·US.I O t t 8 -C;;il0 JiuS " ·-·l. t . t o ne ."ure. 'l'hase 

11nês re espec L l. lly note mrthy : 

Our leotiny , our beiUB's he~r J an~ home , 
la :/lth i nfinitude , and only the 'e! ; 
Wit ho e 1 - l a , hope tha o~n nev r d'e , 
Eff or t ~ i ad Je' cet t on, a d de s :ra» 
And something evermore about to be . 
ün 10 y' ch ' nne rs mili tunt , t he .... oul 
Seeks t ûT 10 tro hi es , <·t~"Ugglos f or no s pol l 
'h. t may test her . OWG", $ , ble t in Lho ght s 

Tha · a ... thir ovm perfection and rew r t 

s trong i n h -r self and in bElatttude 
'r hat hid· har , Il. 0 ·the mi ght y f lood of Hi.a ••• 

(VI, 604- 614 ) 

The J.805 veJ: s ion of ! h , p~~~ 1s st -ont;e: in i ts phra ing , 

hav i ng , for "'x mpl " "accass of joy ' lnstead of. tf beati udeH • 

Lacey3 notes t h " sim"l rit y f t~i s x Jori enoe to th t g iven 

s i gn1fieant differenca in \fordswor th t s 

a i; i tude to l' . 1' fl'here s eelftS (; be he :r0 a g X-Qwi.a-." teud.ency to 

ook b8yond wha t i e ilTlmeo. i t~tely g lv.:.n i n .11.8. t r a : our home 1s 

wj3;1 i nfi ni ude ; a nd t pel'haps , a s toÜ} ' sen e of' self-con-

t a tnment. 

&1 his first va cat i or " ther e oeour r ed n 

0xpor i eu ce 'J'lh ich he nOV0r fo~"got . It wa, s :)ft e r .. n1gbt of 

countrr soc ' ubili ty nnd d cing tb.u t \fo r ds'Wol'th w · s r etU'I'n­

ine; home <:tmid " the swe€ltne s"" of a commo dawn t! CV, 330 ) : 

In f mi li r pa ssage, .he r ecords t hi ~ o.ocis i c poinli in 

h " life , his de ina tion, not so muoh to t he art of poctry 

a s to the gospel of joy i n nature : 

--------------------------------------.--------------------~--. 
3 
NorIlU:.1.n LE.. oey, 'vlordsworth ' e Vie .: 
~reso , 1948 . Thaae ~ uotntions nd 29. 

Un ' v er " t y 
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l de 
lere hcn made for me ~ bond un 

VIas g1ve , t h€ t l s ho lld be , l e gr ·t ly , 
A dcdi cat ed spi r i t . On Inlk d 
In hankful blessedneso which Y'et survi ve . (Iv , 334- 8 ) 

But w must nov,," t urn 0 the considera.t i on of a oour se 

of events which result ed in the ee1ip , for a t i ne , of' 11 

tbls blessedness - th t d r k: asC! go in .te poe t l ite Vlhen. 

he san' into th abyss of' despondenoy and 'lespa l r . In 1791 

Wordsworth r atum d to France where e spon ny month • 

The count y ~us in ferment of r ovoll1tionary zeul . To 'lih 

yo poet it 13S a time of lntellectu, 1 and emo 10 al st1· 

mulat1on. He aDent much of hi s time a t OrleanD , w ra e wa 

sUbjectcd to the curl' nt s of di scussi on nnd t hought ddying 

about the noV! ide s of the t ime ~ A 0 0 pany of offioera s 

stat i oned t hora . [ost of th m were unsymputhetic 0 th re­

volut i on, but one çmong them, Mi chel Beaupuy, w s a. supporter 

of i t . He ·nn Wordswortl bec m.e close ricnds , s'Penling hour s 

wallting by the rivc!'üi de and i s ousning the r volution ry oause . 

Throu)h Beaupuy , the wO.ld of humnn rela i onships t nd sense 

of sympathy for h oppr essed and under-pri v i le cd, were 

brollght home to ','J. rd mrth's , ind in a v i vid II1!lnner . lis l\tant 

symp thy fo r man "lUS awakened an<.l strengt enéd: 

my h was all 
Given 0 the p opl e, and my l Ove was their • 

(Prol o , 123-4 ) 

WordSVlorth belioved , or seeme at one t i me to bolt va ? 

th t n turo wu~ a11- uffic i ent a tea cher of vi rtu 0 Book VIII 

of !!le rel ude 19 ontit l ed' "Retro p ct:Love of N turc Le di ng 
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to Love of fJ1o:m". He felt th ~lt one of th ",arly f ruits of' his 

j oy 1 na t ure VI • a f nith in uman i nd o peaki ng of hi s early 

contaots with mon of noble · nd 
. e 

i ified mi en , the dalsmen 

of t he Lake Oountry . he s ys in l ude t 

Thus \'las man 
Enno lcd out~ l'dly before my s g t~ 

ld tl us my heart w ~ e rly i ntroduc d 
Tc an uncons i o >,;> lov an revorenoe 
Of human n ture . (VIII , 2?5-9) 

God 1 5 addressod .., the HGod of Nature .. nd of. !fan?! , an he 

expreJses hi s grat i tude for h ' s early intluenoe~ thus : 

li P'PY 0 and now most th nl~ful th t my va l 
VI p gu · r.ded. from too e r ly :Lnt ,l'oourse 
Wi th the deformitios of C owced lite. (VI , 330- 3 ) 

For a timc ~{ords m h beoamc boorbed in the rovolu-

tiona ry cause 1n Fr ane • Hi s ear ly f a ith in humun nature was 

strengthened by the influence of hu~~ ~ st1e ide G undcrlyi ng 

the revol ut i on ry cause . That f aitl1 w. s shi fted l'rom i ts 

orie;i nal found · t i on iJj. no.ture . nd pl · ced upon a ne 'J and mueh 

lese stable founda t on , bel i of i n rea son . Wh t s 'th he may 

hav hua j,n a transcendent God gav w y 0 a m n ... centred 

A <,)ov r oi ~ voiee sub ' s fi wi thi n the oul, 4 
l'b i ter uncl i sturbed of r 1ght and wr ong . . 

(X, 183- 4 ) 

And i n his new- round f ai th , h asserts 

That nothi ng ha th a natur nl r i ght to la t 
But equ.ty und reaBon . (X, 2ô5-6) 

Durine 11s sojourn i n r · nec , ~.t ord wo ' . ln and fell 

in love lN .tb ..... I.nnette Vallon . She boro l i m a ch ' ld , C l'oline . 

-----------------------------------------------.~ 
4Ita l i cs mine . 
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I t 1 13 n incident oonc orn1ng v hieh ',"0 - vorth ia ~trangely 

silent~ his sil nec h s led crit ies , particulorly tho e W 0 

l ove poychologicnl explan,. t ione ~ to ut t ri but much in th · 

poet's l a ter l i f.e to th i s exper1ence . It ls entioned her", 

ma inly to fill i n the pictul"e of t hi s disturb :ld. time i n his 

lite. Wordswo:rth doubtless folt th-ç, e parierre " mos·t ke only , 

and later wn~ t roubled ta muke a D~tisro "ory financia l ad-

justment , hen i t vas clea r tha' marrie ,e would be un 'li<"e . 

It i s a l ogether likely tho.t lt lads up purt of t e cloud of 

durlmo ... s a bo ü to descend upon hi , but it affect s were ot 

of' !l. permanent u' ture . 

\'Ilhan Vi ordS\'Vorth returne d 0 IUGl a nd , he beoame a c­

qua int d w1t VIi liaYi Godwin , (l1d acc -pt .. d hi e i dea s , moue 

which vas a bolier in reeBO d 1 . . s a sce dency over omotion. 

G-od i ni sm m s a purely thi s -worl<lly , humuniBt~ c doctrine . Wh t ­

aver i ts mert ts , it \l'O S not for Word worth, ud the ttempt te 

graft it into i~ b s i c l ife- outlook J s d · sustrous. The cou-

ru ion in hi e mind grew ; he ~ nk deep0r '.nto the mi re 'llntil 

thi s solo dependenoe on rea son yi el ed the f r uit of de~p i r , 

t i l1 , domanding fo ~~l p~90f, 
Alld seeking it in everythin ", l 10 't 

11 fee ling of convi ction , nd , infine , 
tek , 'Y~ea :t'ied out dth con ' X'aJ:>iet1os J 

Yiolded p or l quest10 s 1 desp r . (prel.XIJ 301-~) 

The foundat1ons of his i nner lif we e again sub "ec -

ad to great stru1n '/hen r r b oka out between 'Bl and und 

Franc in l79ù . His es pousal of th.e C f ,se O:~ ma. , , wllio he 

i d.e t ified w h he ca~'se or r volutio or y Fr a oe, made i 

i mpossible f OI ' i , to support 16 cou t r y i n the con l' ct . 
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t the s e .1 e , WO rdswort w·s F.nsl:1.shman wi t d.eep love 

f o h i E 0 and, 10r wi 10Ut j i n oistn , ~ a seel .... i mply 0 w "'t 

the L ~e D. tr:ot ~ d 00 1 mcant te him. 

e vie III t ~ t t .1s 

lnne~ c n -liot was deoi s ive for -the poet . M ddleton M l'y f1ndn 

in it e explana+-ton for wordsworth t s .. mi nd ; ft 1ee-

came divi6.eâ. man f o he first t1me ,hen l i s love f or hi~ OW l 

oounûry -nd h s l ove fo u. n ty vere s ddenly opposed to e-aoh 

othe~, .5 ~e be r. ou t 13 

Ivan '0 my moral 
Dawn to t at VeI .'f 
Nor turn of s~nti 

revolut i on , save 

o shocl 
lm.oil 

. er lapse 
e named 

. . me. (X, 2 8 - 71 ) 

Why shoulcl t e ou r e':tlr oi' wur h ve pr oved so gr est; a 

shock t o Wordswor-t ? Mt rr~ t l nks the. a s "a n tura d con.crete 

e qual1 ria If, he ad s ply accept d t e a i me of t e r evoltl.tion 

8. oing u1te c o. pa i le with t_0 way of l ire . He f el 

that t le Frene , s a.s nJ-r r W r e a:tt :pt i C to cive somow. a· e 

s t us alrea.dy enjoyed l)y he da lesmen of Cumberland nd ~~ e.;,' 'tmore ­

l and , nd to Wa r d woth Jh1s was hollj1' good an" rlgh • For a hile 

he became a mun wl t hout (" country. 

Howev r , l thi nk we mu"' t go beyond thi an lys ' s , w·.t out 

d nying the fore · of wh t tJ l'l'y h t'l.s sa id. To go beyond i t, Vi 

interpret the shock 
must · À sap ase of that eolipse 0" s true self sugge tect 

in his descri pt ion of the nadir of hi ... evelopment , the 'yielding 

up oi' moral questions in "e sp il' . .ifordsworth had drlft eü f a r from 

his ori gina l i mpulse :t'rom, n -Cure ; he !lad lost touch with th joy 

t a nl,;ure gives . Perha.ps i t \lould not . too much to ~ . y th -t 

.f)5 J . Mi ddleton Mttry, Heaven a~tl Ear~London, Jonathan Cape, 
1938 , 1' . 272. 
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he h- d f'orgotton hie dedina'l;:' on n ~hL e \'las dedie -Ged '\JO . 

Hi a}3 w, \,u'oou " .. 1 us . errent" on J ad brou{.,;bt him ta the '- by' ~ 

of des!, i. :t' bec use "harB Wf1l3 no ane or ';0 lold. hi tll st ... €ldy . Thi 

l e no -uer; s 'ion that he ',01.11 h' vc ho n in if' orant to the 

s f erings Of h IDt:\n:l.ty t 01 unconC erne ( a bO'l, th0 1s ues of the 

cl y; :ra.t ~0 "~ thu'G 1 e h l.: d t!loml~hoVl f tLl to find in nfo\ture 11 

that he necde ~ 'P:,rhap that t , 11'3 joy el ~!oT'd"'wOI'th f aIt €ln ' 

c onoe ' vec 11i VTafJ no 11011y _ de'luate to . he vo lél of a.ct ion 

d ~ f' airs .. 

Hord ',fwort h was c. man of' . f:H3p' f ~ 1 i nlZ , ànd i t .. S 01 'a l" 

th t hi inne r l ' ':'e VI (j nouris!lecl by feeling , dcr1vcd fram th.e 

sigllts nd sounds of natur 1/ and :t'rom con 'empla"ion ba. ·sd. on 

them. Th rid r tional! m of th:ts peJ~ ' d 0'" ecli pse ooula 

nev r f oed his sou • ! eV(L thele .... s , lo,}ds 'lOr'th came throue;h tni s 

c r sis 0 n'ter upon the lllost fru ·tf'ul ive p. rioé!. of 

his poetj.c ca.r""e:r;" l hink wo mutl<1i cKnovJleëlGe thi ri<;; 

sa 0" h s 11 ' '~ wnt. t li w:!." 10.t tèD imfluenoo t'or good. lX 0']. 

11 l~ V 1 11' thn't influallo W S only of n gat ive ort ~ t le'i"'" 

t e roc 1 rom espa1 , when t came , c rri-d m ror~rd ra 1d-

ly; d tt e expe!" eno 0 "arkn.e , du:r',n\...; w 1 he some 

of "t e s"·i 1 , s d. taus C 0 h lf'lan:1. 'ytt de p e hio 'Pa 0 t on 

o li1'e an m nl~ind . Dut the r bound vre."" no un ss:L .. ted , a d now 

we ust turn for a moment to tll. sequenc' of events whi ch l .. d to:mi: 

his l'Gstor€!. ion. 

In 1795, Wordswor t.t t frt nd , Ha l s1ey Ca_vort p dioI, i: 

_e~;tving 1 i m u lee;l.icy of 5:9000 The gif.· '!fiT!) ~l Q Bod .. co n Iolh1 h en­

abled h i m t o f'ulfill 0. dreum of hi s l ite , an e .... tabli~.h u home 
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wit orot y. Thore follovved ~heir r s:l.(lellùe et R nedown, in 

. oro et , an a .... ür <~ .. , Alfo:}\' on to:r a brier p·"':Cioc1 . In 1799 

they took Dova Cottugo e.t 1r SIDere ~ th comm ,lîCe1·wn"ii of 

r esi d n e n he t ''.ke Di s trict wllich 1 s ta be \v i l iO.m 7 s home 

for ~he rost of ~1s f :-. ~ A i a i t to _'ferm:: ny of fl me inox th .... ~ 

dur t i an 0 me )etwe;;m 1>..1:1.\):&:' en and. Gro.sme ·€l . In omp fI VI ' h 

Doro'i; hy J nô 't . rO L'!..?,h lJ.S growi g tri . .n ·\ Gll1p 'wi th C~lex-i(iGo ~ 

whom he tn .:Ii at Race dovm , the hea ling proo ... Ose wvre · t \1)0 k 

. n hi ~ m.1nd, restoring ta Wor dsworth t t ~ joy in ne.ture " ~hlch 

wa s the gift 0 his chil hood. 

The p;r-. l udo a bound in. pass~ge pay ng t 'lbute to the -- .....-.... 

inri ne e of Dorothy at thi 8 time . !ID1l1e · :1.a t e1y ol lm'li ng l'1i s 

descri ption of the bys of d\,..s cd r, 'Ile have thesEl lines : 

Then _t la~ -
Thun~s to the bo nt ous Giv r of a l good ­
Tha the bel ove Mi s'b r l n VJloso s i ght 
Tio e y s weI' - pass d •••• 
~h intainod for me a saviug i ntercour se 
'fi ·th my ru slr. • • • • 
h .' n th mi dst of 9011 , preserved 111e still 
poet 

The r el a tionship b t"1e n bro' hel' nd i.;>ter - :l vry 

close . William lo-"ed orothy wi th 1 a :most pa s "io l ate lov ; 

but more , he sar{ in her th t a' y , un'lu s 10' i . a cc ptanc 

of li1'e 'which a s f or him t he maI" of a t I'ue h ·"flan 'Personali ty . 

Dorothy , in a l tter 'GO Jalte pol1a raô n id: 

He was never tir d of c oml'oIt i ng l' L .. s i. a r , ho never 1 ft 
hor in anger , hG al ways met l eT i th jOY , he pl' l. erred her 
soc ' ty- 0 ''if:r:y oth r pl . re , or r t er, whun ~ie rwre 
sa happy as to 116 Tt tl1in 13 .. , C 1 oth "s rGa oh, he hud no 
pl easur vh n v. e ~~r com llod to b divided . 

Cn the oth r a 'ld , Dûro'thy nad -'lilliara.' self r t and hi.:> 
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by h r in the hore e.t R<">oedown nurscd 11s 8011 bac to hQ R._th , 

and lOf hi a ;'0.1n to natUI" us t <cl ronn-t;~.I_ n-hGL\ of' joy 8.nd 

soronity. Thù point l~ vell oxprc;.>(wd in 'l'he Pr cùude: 
Jo .. 

And l <-t1 • • . l}' ture 1 s self , by' humal1 lov 
Ass i sted • 0 • • 0 • • • 0 e • 

(l'Ira e that peaC , 
Enl l'ged an d never . re 
.; h:t il thI'ot:(~h t. .... st· î!s -' OU1' d.!.~ , : '1' oy , 
All d gr dat·· on of t _ La , • ha h 
Upll là n , nnd UI halùs me ut t'ih, -, • 

(X, 08- ~30, 1805 edition ) 

DU f i n then acide : 1t resently ho" t ... w .xa ctitude to ~hat 

secret and i nvuln ble h ppi r s 

t he t ay'" '1 

hich 1~ tl e ch r ue ariet ie of 

In Nabux' t111 
a ount rpoise in her , 

spirit of cv!l was c it. n 
00 a secret _sppi lesD e 

Much might he wr ' tten of the bon fi cent infl enee wh1ch 

Coleri dge exerais at tlis t i me . The younger poet brought to 

th's < d. enture ir r e ship ~reà de 1 ~ 1Gh was well- suited 

to h ne6ds of the convle c -.rH soul of "ordsworth : uppr oc iat l on 

f or hia po t i o g n±us , and psycholo~'ical end phi losophieal ins i gh • 

M1SS D~rblsh1re ~ : fi. 'l: are l s no (ioub t at Col 1'1 Be ' s subtle , 

a.l p to W01" m'l/o· 1'.. in i s s r 'gle 

to dJus hl thou ht l';r r tn da aging ff ct of hi s 

r aoent ex r ie ces _n :._oe" eU Th t '10 j-:ew euch otllE: I' f equ ntly 

t ceO.oV'nl , Qn foxden. Col eridge ren~ 

tui ! ed wor â sv'1ol' 1'0 t 1 C El ' 1 'Y El$ l' V taled 1 §ull ~b lIT Pla!!!. 

---_._.----.---------------------------, 
? uffin , v Ely' _C!! HaI~Jltneo ; p . 32 

8Relen D rbioh1re, 1J.'!l .... Poet V!ordsworth (Cl_rk Lect t e· 
OX.or , Cl rendon Press;-ï'950 , p.~O. -

949 ) , 
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and The Bor erer ; and _1 ... - ,.. ---.- ,th S t sm , nà eneour · ',am.nt, ad ad to 

Doro unfa .1 n , f et le , V!O J~ ~wor lj out. of the r;ioolll of 1!the 

cli s a sa GO(lw:i. i sm" to El. he .. l thy ml 

The b o., ~ 0 i . g of "Tord .... Tort t 

n Col . dg c . ~ r a oc in 

r cou· .loolt . 

i n f o ow~ au 0 c • He 

b :f. l1ed i n 1708 . 

T e 1eer 01 ov' ''lg wer rich in C •. t ve rOductivity. T,iAt~.~ 

L~~ witb whicl 'rA l,) ' ~an this ccoun"c of WO!' 81,,1 or t ; S :oy in 

na tre~ occu-pied a s i iric nt plAce " . ~1.~~_..JL-, b ins 

the f' nal poem i n h. book . T er we have one of the fine st ex­

pres i ons of t i 8 joy whic t e poet f o d ln natur e . For rvord 

worth J bis new-fo d eppiness W .S S onti lly the restor .. :ti on 
the memory of 

of A hi ch.ildl1oo ' ~oy ",Il. e r · ,enee of n .ture, "thoe first 

a.ff ections" and. "sha owy r eoollect' on·Cl " 

Wlücb be t'ey hat they y, 
A.re yet the ounta in l i eht of aIl our d Y. 
Ar · yet the ter 1 ' ~ t 0 all 0 r a"ng . 

{~: mmo'tnl ' ty ,loO- 3 

He hud found a n înnel" s'!Jrength to o" f\,et and ovcrcome the 

fo x ces of' cl cadenne of the age . In the . ,ren.gth of his new-found 

JOY, he faIt equa, to VI 'l>ev r life mi l't; br:tn ; /I l on i mport· nt 

~ens , he hnd found a f or hi Vin a nd e"\re r y age , am-ly , 

th our s"lvat ion Ite~ net in tl 0 Tnult. plicat i on of outwurc1 di ... 

versions , but i _ v, . nt Lo Il !feed.srnn.ir 0 Ce' refel"r d to a 1 nv i. i ble 

me ns of suppor "ft . Wor dQwo!'th f ound t;h t- e in natur , a n the God of 

nature. VJhether t'J.ch a phi losopty would provo ndequa te i.n 11 c l'­

cums' onces ls cnothcr ,ueztion , ut or, t . e ti le it proved so 

to Wordsv"lorth. 
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CONCr.PTION 

~.n the f orego l ng sect i on, an atte ,p. 11 .. s bcen made to 

t r a c e in ou tl:J.ne tlG d·.velopmont 0 lor C1s\'Tor th 'e! ' oy in nature 

u p to the per10d of his grcqtost cre tiv1 y. This peri od wa ~ 

u shere i n f ollo'w' ng the da r k dey of' espondency , the " blac k­

out " of joy due to the com.b·',nat i on of ~ve.nt s which be fel l him 

du r : ng the yea rs 1793 - 1795 : the li'renclh Rev olut ion which d <' -

verted h i s mi nd from . 1;8 true m: t ' iJ~ in n tur ' . und II1h10 , in i tc 

f a ilur , f~ nally disillusioned hlm wi th respeot to ui.op l 1 

hope s for man ; hi o.;> love affai . vii th 'illnette V' lIon ; ~ nd tho 

tl I'icl r e. t 'ona lism of ~od,\J in 1 sm . roV! in th ra ound from thi s 

depress iorl , u!lder influences wh1ch we have nct ed , h i s c'enius 

flowerecl [3 d bore i 1;6 i n est fru i t . :lcey say of the a ce ­

devin pe rio :/flt VIns hon , '{ n hiti att ' -r.uôe to nrJture 'laS 

mo s t neorly n ~ tural, bc ing th~ lcgi timnte ~oy of the con­

v ale"' cen ,t . f:newod he lti11 , that le Volro e 111 9 bedt lyr' c s . !I l 

"le must now turn to o. closer eXt3:rnl nut ",on of th ll1Q ure 00'0. -

o€:rpt i o] of joy in ut 1'0 , a nd . Cl sk of '; hat el. ,men :8 \..$ VilS 

composecl o m El e de. vo r to 0,0 his '.'f '- l 10 ::,, 1 tc 1'0 

quently to the poetr- of the t:l.me of To_d n ~JOrth 's supreme 

i nsp i r n'c . 0 : 0.)1 }:.2~ l .... sL;Un ~~ , 'mè1. -e11~ ~~1'l1~ tJi'f . ÇJ07. 

frc-

T'e must f' r.., v nsk whethe thi ", I O:'~ 3wortt i an r esponse 

to na ure w n DOMO" hine uni quo il i d , or ~~s a san ~e whicl 
~ _____________ ~w ________ · ._. __ • ______________ _ 

19 
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he sh~ red itll men i nd a. t l': r-g' , thO'llJ1h Of'se "lne; i t hi Iil-

s If in a e r y tmusLta l J.eg 'ee " l do no' , thi.tü: '-Ne Can rea 

~\Ïordsworth -vi thout feel i ng that he ,~as sre, k " ng for mankind 

au not 1'0:1:' hims .... f alonEl . .!hen h says i l l.ihe (!::rea t ~ on 

Immol'tality: 

.~.,o.tI" •• • "O •• ' .'" 
lrral1 i n b clouds of e;lory 0 ' e come 
"rom God , who i our ho ,0 , 

he 1s u doubtedly " cludine aIl .~ • l e object_ ~ tht 

it is thG wny of ph "lo, nph l'>.) and poe c te think tht aIl me 

ra ns th~y' t rc, and _11 mOl' perceive wl flt 'hey perCl0 ve 0 In 

sc f or ns 'hey .:ro con ern ,11 VI i h tho "ra i ts 0 0 1 " common 

hUJ1lf:'l.ity . 'he '" (l' e richt. 1t i our ~e let' th t th'->re l s in 

13.11 m n , S , na t i ve endoV', .ent, a re<>ponse to no 'ure w ich 

is rno.de up 0 ~pprec1 ution and joy . tl/hile h i s :t'08ponse may 

be deudened by custom a d the art ifiolclity of life , if not 

co up l e' el;y' trille, it i8 st '"ll the heX' "t ngc of evory c .i1d in 

some dcgree. 

avi ng S' id this hovJcver , i " i 9 necessary to dc1 t t 

~JordSVlo=th possessed more than ord1n~ ry sensi tivity to the 

~i ts and "'ound., of n ·~ure . Note th se linc'~ froI!1 The prclu e : 

• • • • what 'el' of Terror or of Love 
Or P~ŒutYt N ura'e c~ tly fro c p 0 
From truns i tory p' seion , unto tbi s 
l ~mn 'l.S D .D.rÜ \, ' ve 0.S ~\'otc r, ~~ r a 
Tc the sk:y'o influence; (111 , 133- 7 ) 

It 1s diff i cult to say how uch of -this osns itivity va native 

endowrn nt, how much the l'csul t of carly environment. Chi lél.hooc 

am:td scenes of beuuty , ch11dhood unclu·t e ed by confusing and 
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distroctin' i nfluenoes , could not f ui l to 

t rone; f o,. ':tt i ve bo ring upon him. lt.:ye < n 

ex rc:sed n 

al' b"came ea:rly 

a ttuned to vlmt na ture l a d to giva . The I.ucy poems celcbrfl te 

tIli s early inf'luonc"" oi' na tuxe on hutn..'1 :tl cv lopment . Words ­

wortl w 0 h1mself the l ivine; xample 01' the truth he pro-

cl i m d . He beau e l close observer of na tur th "ough t he 

t wo sen e n , sight und h a ring . 

'rh eye - i t Cr nnot choo .... e but se 
:lt: cannot b' <1 the e' r e st tll . 

(F.xpoo.:Jtula t ion '- nd Heply , 17-18 ) 

I t wo s one of Wordsworth' s ch~~ra otori ot lc beli e t s t lO t; 

nature a. d the mind of nan aI' in 010 (;'e correspondancE) Jith 

each otlJ.er . l r e;r t R 'ad raf rk> t o "th exq1..lis i te functioni g 

of this interlocK<Qcl universe of ML d und Nn'ture ll
• 
2 Basic ta 

this concept ' on i e:< th bol i e r th t mllil < nd na tur e or . separ a te 

ent ! ties , but t l
. mi nd "':tnd the exte.nol rorld mesh , us "'6 a 1' .... , 

being p~Tfo tly sui ted t o ,[I cb other . P'.rhap"" the finest ex­

pres,;;>ion of thi s belior i n. hiB po -try occ r s i n the fragment 

of The •. gecllse : 

For · ... he d i sce n' ng i atcllect of m9n, 
when wad cd t o thi o goodly uni" erse 
ln love :.lnd holy' po. s a i on , sh311 f i nd t se 
A . i mple p~oduce of the common day . 

(Conclusion of Book 1 ) • 

l ·take the e words to me n tho. t throu )1 the corrospondenco of 

mind and na t ur e , 'the corilluon s i ght c:; and "' ounds of every OJ .. y ah Il 

be able ·to ive sueh .lOY ~;3 "'J i maGine to have exi stod in the 

gol den ac~ of the psst . Thi s union 0'1" mi nd and na tur e i ' rood .. 
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aven more expl' cit a f ew i ues further on : 

fThile my voiee p:rocla ims 
O'VtT exqu i." 1 t ly -11. ind 'vt 1.1 1 mind 

• • • • • • •• to the ex'ternul world 
la f l tted - and ow X'1,··,., t €ly , too ... 
T xte n l vo' d i s fitted to the mind. 

Reéluse" Book' 11: ) ., ' • 

Yeii : 'or( worth di 

. bough d:Ut observe /", i te ne · r a t ~ly. :for ' 'la", he n ve to 

the sen. e • ley sp~akg of "a certn i n ostl1i ty to s ns " 3 

. n 1.vol"dswort • 't'he en w' th hi wer e e.ux i l i a r y to f e1lne; , 

and were v a l11ed for wh::! t tt ey st i . ula J ,u .' n t he ml nd . euder" 

of The ~!'. Iud will r c 11 the well lrnow P' s sng i n h 

xpr asses d i appointnmnt ::\t t .o sight 0 Mt 9 l nc, sc ' use the 

l'e l it Y : d not me s . . 0 P to the 'pj.ctu '0 in hl. mina , ( I, 525 -0 ) ; 

h 
gri eved 

To h m l1ess imn~ 0 the ,y 
T. ~ t ~ u~urped upon u l iving tho ght 
That n ver more coui h . 

The imp1ic ~lt ion :is pL in t t the tt living thou~ht t' in thi ouse 

, s 9 lUore fI' li tfu. SOt l'ce of joy than t Le" SOt less i map; " . 

'. he sama theme recure i n Yar!..~!.-Jllivisi e~l . lere Vil l i lm 

nr Bues wi th Doro hy in f vour of by- c s .~1r g t <3 Y rT'ow , Cl d s ay e:-. 

Be Yt rrow t .eat . unscen , unY~own, 
Tt must, or WH hL 11 r 'l i t • 
~ Je ve a vi.. ion of 0 r own ; 
4h , why should we undo it? 
• 0 • • • • , • • • • • 

For ~/11 n wo t re t .here p a lthough 'ti s f a ir, 
' Twill b e nother YarrOVl o (49 - 5û) 

owev r , th ~ hur'u-e 't 0 the oye anc1~ to a less ex ent, 
i1,!xx.. 1d~ if 
of the aRr l.'erna in tl c foun(t~tt i on of Ho:cd ,,,JO d' s joy ~.n w, tur • 

, 
"'Bradley, 
p . 130 . 

.;;..;o;.;;;.....;;...,;. __ .;......o'----. ____ .-....;P;;;..o......;..e ... t_l":t-~,Lo cor , M'acmi1l n. & Co., 1 955 , 
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In thnt grest philo opb.l ~' 1 

xpo 1 t i an of Wordc:<: 'lorth vim'fs, we h ve th nens s put in 

tholI' t .. ue p ce s c:x:perlenoe: 

or 11 

Here 1... th poet , not only 'ocelving1' om net re th. oq~h. the 

s nses , but , 150 cOlt 1buting to se , ' ation hrough he mthnd , 

and find1 g the r a ul t wl1011y s t i f~r ' ng to m.i n ' and. mol' l 

sense . 

mood of receptivity s essent 01 il' we ra to 1'e-

oe "ve the s n .. 1;10 .. s whio11 are the gift of LI. tur e . -lor~ s', ol'th t s 

expres ... : on fo ' th:ls .cepti vi ty la nwise P' s~>i venes s'1 : 

es ~re Fowers 
of d l mJres 

, Ct S 

Heply : 21-28 ) 
---------------------

r.l'h i s mooo. o' wis 'P Ss 'v ,n sn ," con r . tod wi tl1 the 

'P o . eh of mer " 0 , rios! t , or ' c i nt. j, L • C l'e on . Tel t tor 

~S ot ,0 lie... 1.'\ a à nI' n , le prooe s, or t VI 11 s 1 'ely 

c1estroy t 

We thus 

f th exp rance ' 

Our meddl1 __ lntellec , 
~. 1 '8 ape e sa lteo 

1 l'der ,0 d asect. Turnod~2ô-3 ) ------
va not only n co pl et , ro j ct 0 0 Go wi ni t 

the conviction th- t a~ur , rightly app 0 ohod , c ,i ve all 
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-(;. "t l" rleed _ to he li e Jl \'1 . 

Vfo '~ , __ re dy "'imlü1ed t'lot "Jo rd worth was mor e th 

lO.ere ... e Cl ·0n.a11s • I.e e11 ved we ut zo beyond ~hc senses . 

~~ .e ce ses , 'ndèGdlJ point beyo d t ons Ivefl , nd ' r a ut ch nuel'"' 

of a deeper !:j.nd of xperi Jnce. T _ê '" ~ _0 â.oubt , mucn s t's-, 
cotio. in _le st-ple ohee.va ton O't" n .. tur~l beaut y , a oulflI"ly 

vhen we a r _ ut a CO " t i n staS" of lif e , t hct of unretlecting 

<-.nd undelt=tJonscious receptivi ty . But t , e joy th t ne"lnt so 

much ta \Jordswort h d a eper olig 'tl; 1t rose in lcind of 

my t ictll, or emi-tnyst1ca l expe:r.1ence .indu ccl by the obe;cr­

va tio 0 ' ben ty nd wonder in no"t.u:re . \ f en wc s y m tlmy'3t ic ü" 

l n this connect ton, Wf:) c o not w sh. to SUg8C8 any thooloGio l 

impl' C:lii i ons; we [J ' mp' y nle~n to 8[~ y th- t, :fü"" Ford "'v:o t'th , 

ouul1 e:x:per'~ll1c es ot' n:'\1m:ee C!i;1.m.ul· t n l • ehtf):t d emot :..onal 

l'espOR e whi ch ~U flPe his whole be .n~ w1t l F Dnae of hap-

:pim~sn. Claydon , in "'lri -l'ticle on. thi + AnpGct of' WQrd~worth9s 1l: 

experienc , refors,o th m as "nurninou If , na. S tly thut hey 

come trom the stimula. -·~ion 01' tho t'soul ,y by [. propriute sens(~ 

i mpros ions. 4 In passage i n the conclu n- book of mhe 

h i. d . s n rip~io of th u se -nt 0 , ' lOwdon ; 

Worc SWOl't e l a r ,B ' IpO the 1n-"'luenco of SE:mse po t hought 

art . teel ng _ peak:t.ne of nen who - ra C ' lia '! le ot' receivlr g 

s C illipre slons , ... e seys: 

------------------.,---_.--._,-' -------------------------------------
4w .. A"cla ydon ,The üm.inous in the Pootry 01:' Worêlswortl , 

The Hibbert Journal , Vol.~III) July 1 30 . - _ ..... ..... . .. 
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i n wor ld ot ILfe 'hoy l've , 
.J.: se 31 · 10 . np:r\::cs1o;",(j Il . C ~ r' IL.,d. , 
But by t' 0 lu1clreni llG i Cilpulse aile moro promp û 
Tc ~101è!. :f.' t C0i1V~:r3 ~ VJ :i.\~ . . t.1t~ ;Jl'ir i tunl wo:clcl. 
o • i> • • • • # 0 ~ • .0 0 

."nch m~.nd :J r(, trul;y tram ".;he J) ' l ty , 
For thoy ure owors ; and h .. n ce t l, . ghe ... t 11S6 
: 1'",; f CS1 O[j cr \J il: 'tbGir"' o XIV, 103 ... ·1 ) 

TI ' ''''1 1.1,';1". (1 "':(J<:>f'f)' 10 ' ''", 'TO OY::~.!'1·:', ",', t~.,) ~1'.)0.'" :.'." of 'L '" HSU'h _i"Of'\ .:.:. .... Ié.~ . , ".' W _ ', ..;. Jo ' ... _ ~. ,\ u ~ _ ~, _ '-" v _ 

• ri 1nc1e'Pcnd0n~ of tho eHSC G. l':ordswol'th? s 30'1 i . nt ra s 

... ,ua not tl 0 ",, :i.T~~ 10 ploa~nlr~ wh c 1 many hr ve in 10 I::ing t 

'-' c -pietlir os .. ' ,0 ; i " s a joy s \1 m,u (' '';;c\ . n th ' ind b.f ';he 

et ut Y nnd fl vf ul !,r:\ndcur of ~a ure , vthon t~lOS~ ,.>ûnse impl' , ~ -

i ons ' ro <. s imi. lt:;,to~, i n 1;1 e mi né' , an worked uno by the 

1maei nat on. W on we p'::lk of t a i rrlJ: ~il'n ' ion, 'we a l' d 1 ng 

w· t ::m ctivi y 0 ·~_e In.'n \\rhic. played ::t gre,t parjl i n 

iNorr swo ~t h ' s l f and conc pt .on of j o;)r in n i., uro . For him, 

? na.t ion \\fa 'oh", a culty 01' nc:t'iv ty of he mlnd y '.v 10h 

sen~ e i mp r csc onj:.,.;;fo<.r o tra nsmutod , gl ol"'."f. od , mucle he'C> t ne 

mater ~ a l fo!}! poetry , and the souroe of joy in Ij. (;') . 

Worodsworth ' S O'Nn s imate 01' the p ac of i magina <-i on 

i n his r osponse t n~ ture 1s dcscr1be ~ :, ' ,:3 in The relude : _ ....... --.;..;..;..., ....... ,;.. 
O~ •• i m..g nn"t on which in truth 

I~ lJut ~\;,'1cthel' nu fa' cbsollt pO/lcr 
And cl(~nrost lnni n<h t , ilmplitude of min ~ 
.And l e ~son i n her most exa t a mood . X' v, 189-192 ) 

Or we m ly t l.4"C t h(j paSfJage 

IDtlgl r' tion - hare the Power so callad 
'l'hrough sud .tncoL1pot;:;n Q of 1n.,,"IDan 8peacl , 
That awf ul ~ower .~ .... (VI t 592- 594 ) 



his friend 
d" Jones had ju t c rossed the . 11's t d th moment was one 

of 'l'ont fee: 1" J :Co r ; ortt·orth. I~' W:1S n IDom nt 0 

..., . 'on ' eyon.d l'le ht 0,'" t he uVle-:lnsp ~. ine gr -;ndeur of the 

scene 

the li -~ t of g-nse 
@oes ou.t , b l't; w'th a fl ::- h t J h r reveale 
~ . e i nvis1 ble T OT d . (V , 600-602) 

lhat doeo h i}~? r :'IW. dl y, thi' co vieti.on layf:1 holé.i. of him : 

Our de <"tiny , our be_ 1· s 
l " ~ tl i f~ ni t ll' e 
V:1 tb hope ." t S t hoye 
J'J, fa .", U l ex c at io '~ , . n, 
A lU sor.'. > hilJg evermc re , bO'l1; 

Books XIi rnd XII I of .;;.;.....;;.....,;;;.,;;;...;...:;; 

onL , 

i '. _. t 

.. (VI , 604 ... (09 ) 

~S'l:ORK ft fi It ~.s nec-

~ssry to commer ' brœ 

.'~ord \Tortl1 t s 

'!f on h - e. 

o f h s joy in natur e 

e 1 ow r oft ~. . 1 ë ' n-

'Ci .u : 

il e pC' ,"f]' rfl' on 

Wh t , f. , ";0 ;t 

Ferver.te., e r.. ,h e '\1':si 1. 
e -_ und _ 1" l ~ :tomill: on. of' 

Less .vpi:r-i tu L, 

'" . 

l'Tll.l1(~ SO f · 1" 
T 1 .... ,Y'sn 

0 " "vt 'l " ngr: ,) r .m.nC.n'" ve .. O\re:r". m.r:in:lt:J.<n h. d 

10. te .. not onl.r by t e . .1 f -"- S !"".n. sc lY: C 0 

n .. tl)!~ , ·ut, l~o by PO f e ~ rf111 r.n.d. ?:~.'r - n~r··.r ng The i mp ct 

of 1; ; ibbe n Pa r··th on 1 is nind is .. CCot. ted here , 

(XII , 225-2ô ) , but there t 1"e D1:lny ottwrG t L.<.~··.c .te 1ucb in­

flu nccn . He Vi C !lf'ostE~:r.ed nl:l "(:1 by be It~.,. ::md bJr fGn:r" (1 , 302 ) 

rle he stol .. t,e b03.t , a\tc ... c: .. : a huge peak , is~ like 

d r~ cousing f . rffis j nd ot d1fferent or der, the sudden sight 
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of he 100n h L .. ing on oloudio") pierced uy mOWlta in pea_ s a th~ 

sce , 1 <1 ('nOi.'ld n , hoth t · ese aml ID.ny 11 o r e S loh e~ erie ces werè 

pa r t Of. the hlp ~c<~ ive set' ing in which 11 i mflgination developed . 

Ref .rrin .; te t hi s l ed ;lber i 113 iden t an<.1 t -Je comment s'ho. t'o1loV\" 

x~v, 1-12J) , Mi s D rblshire s ays , 

nyou ma 'ay ,118. tilla 1a very vague .,;cooun% of t he fnnctions 

of the l ' cLctio&, but lt 1e the ba t j,I l ava r s et t'rom 

\'1 r d SV: ort t If . 5 ; verthel sa , she c ôl l j tt ... ntio to cor' in 

I fm,ent in. t le e.ccoun ! fi ' he m,~ ster:i.ouç, 1- wit in. 1n i tyf' ; 

the o1.' utiv po El of ' 1 e imagl nab.o 1; an. the use of 1.;h_ 

SOl1.fJO· ... as the Il g te N y for the <:! OUJ.1 • '1 .~s arn al1 funot i ons 

O. the i mag ' na t ion as JJO r swo'l; conce'ved 1t, f u c t ions whieh 

1110 e i t or itl i v , and ·th · h0.nn l o:f.' ;joy to the mlnc-l posses -

ing th~ f cultyo 

. ofe:r.cmce h , S 0. IV 0. .y or t de te the fa ct t . t 

ifiordS1.1ort. Vl , S n l a n of f oli n .. • ''le 8(. IDQO. to l" VA by f eeling , 

and when . d t i onaJ. i tri St ero deù eT! otion .' n hi exp rience , the 
was 

i nl1 r li:fe suf '000. ed. Foeli .. g i s cons ,ently s e t over !:l.g ~ inst 
f\ 

l'ca. son , i' ",. r 8.' on a' ry loe;ioal proe .ss . Vi 'il out th 

WaJ;f th of ee ou..:" he 00 "ld not v r i te )oetry , nor coul h 

tru. r live . fJoet'·, fo ' l,iont "lOl' th ie. :tbe epon'haLeo~tJ OVCl'-

.. 1 W of' p(J\i'Jel~ful f' e li ng::;11 , ·~u~· 1[~ i . r :lse (plore of te t an 

.~ .~ 1'0 ]. " eD1o;1 11 10CO. l.;lote<1 il ,r nt.ni l~. '\ Il • • or dsvmrt 

P OSSQC s ad th.:: t,·taGinativ e pow r r · oree e 

benuty tl l!lo~T of p s t ex· eriences ~ '0 f l 4 
'-J ... " ee ·:!go. .t.ll , ----------_."'._-_ .......... ~ "'~ ...... ~ ..... ~_ ... --..,. -"-'----~-
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oyous 0 h s ~~ic s, 

a long U lm st r ; anÙ ... "'; s: 11 

my COl..ch l li~ 
IH \rùc t·" 0 :" }! nni . ll' 06. . 
'1 c' i'lus1t \ . on 1i;m.t r w eye 

. j loS tlle 1,118;.> (Ji' 13011" ltie; 
~ 't len l eal"t i th pl adj e fill s ; 

Cill eeS 'W 'lit. the d froll s . 

~,d :tn tlib.at 13 SU' Y O!le of he gl'etl t ,st short J!ocm~ in the 

l an U ge , I1nes "" ra 

The mag:Ul.a tion i tl.. pOvic;r co. abl OI l~el~inêl1. 1 g the "ealing,;. 

of th pas , alél 0 ;re-cr t1 ; the ~joy 01'1 1. lly Bi e by 

t .... ,. So:L 13 G factor of li e 

:rst i mportance o 

nu 

b n tur • 

FrO I 4a re ~ th am t on 
O' c mn€;s· . e .ua .1' ar 

hua glven 

hl reo el'" $ 11" S t l l'OU Yh t L i n.(~1nu Vi on t u't '1lords 'Jort h 

te; te .. cl t'lu. \ViSÛ lD.. I1i L., i, . S wi om vlni c may 

ours, 0\11 8.1'0 • ad. tiC _ on t now denr m, - by ra ort ... of p S -

.l.ve... ' rt 
'ra i Hlk\tLm'" Cl' ft: Ile!. ·10,.. !lope>;: , 
No f r excesD 've zeal , 
Jo :b on i '; 'pr ovoit' '0 0 q' 1ek rn~ 

Of s lf- !>p .. nudln in ll~ct ; ut r a i s 
Tt) eekness , undexalts by humble f a ith; 
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j olds up bcfoœe hG m4 nd ' l toxi e ;;, Je 
Vii th pxeae t Objcct B, and the busy d. ne 
o thin{!;s th " p!:1,<:'s ~-:'J ~ y, " t empcr te ShO'\l 
Of o· j .ctiS tlwt t)ndure; a nt ir,r t h<j S oourse 
D1~poaes her - .• • 0 • • •• te se k 
In mu; , nnd :Ln tb~ fr"l"'e of fO C ' al l:l.1'e , 
~!h- teter t ere s dOQir· . bIc an good 
Of lün "re' PC1"1l1!:U1.enc . ft (Pr e lUde XIII , 23- 3 7) 

i8 greav st V.rordsworth 'WuS 

{) 
g1ft " , s ay s Ral~i Bh . Dt:, l00t\,ed long '1~ ut na'hur e 

crib d a ~ nystl a • He was 3 ~i3tlc , It in usln,;;, this \ ord 

li nneccssary ela1 orut i' a~'l complice " or.: of wL~'\t ' .:;: es-

senti fl lly n Ins tlnct fe. the l.lWi s lbl<:> . '~;o dBworth de-

• ori h cl !li s own ;-;~~st ' C Sl'rl lA' 1'.1 0/1 ... ·· ',::s1 (1:-: té· ,·, orJ. w~ El. 11 · 

SLt i d· ,1: :I.fi ~~ r'P" .A ~_-:.::.r : 

with an 0'10 ma 0 iet by th pOl 0r 
Of .JL1 rt"ony , i. n ~ the do ·li p 0':; c:c C'f :cy , 
11 0 :l.ntô tue li t\; f t li~gs . 

Thi o ~b ility to see lItO the lif of t ings , and , to use 

nold t s pl r a se <:: bout ophoclo" , .. to scc l if.e s tct1ù ily 
" 

.nd ta see i t hol ,f; 1s th · trou s ~ ml t f a profound a nd 

s ne myc't ici. .. au .. One lik ... to t hinlc: tl . i; :1 t iS;;l o.' iv 

?n: :i.'Î:ih C. Batho, 
jJ:r"ss , 1933. fJ e 8 

E: . '!f:L d 'i.rnola& Co . ,'1932 , 

T ,:; Un :Tfe ra 1. t Y 
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passion of the soul, too oft en smothered Wordsworth $9.W by th 

sor did JCl)erienoe of lite . Il WO·I.;' vor 11 th s n ive p~ ss1o:l '1 . $ 

fostercd by his e :rly t.\ssoo1a ion wj.th natur • As we have ment loned , 

h doubtl DS brought ta nntur more than or~~ ~ry intellige ce t 

g1fts fox eeing nd fec11n:r k86 • t l€ln '1105 ~ po~s ~sed by . OS'li 

men. t th. joy . hioh he ex 01"1 n )(1 in bsoclé' lon 'Tith na'ture 

qu10 onod insigh't , a.nd stimule cd the i g1naticn 'rhi 11 ," sone 

aspect ot the mystical sense . 

Vordsworthts mystic 1~m 15 not ascQtlcism. It d' s ot e­

spi sc 1; le ~Jon "I~) j.n fo.vouT.' of' tb cp lrit . rt sim 1y sa es b ~ ond 

s nSG. On of ·the S Cl'et ' s of "/or S~ orth's joy vas hi,," rGa .... iness 

to B€e th natura l world as 111Ftinct ith li e . the uniVi:r. ü '1 S 

the 1 vin gU:ctT .. mt of God . Il Eœyv he 0 '1 ta]. uls;.. was f\31 t " , 

~ Pl'eluf1_ VIII , 480 ) • B m' '0 v1b~ t~ with life in 

many p sages t life ,hich ls eager and hopef 1 . e 'r r .ready to 

bl'ea ~ 1'orth in 'beauteous f orms end motions . 30 \10' GWO- t h t i buted 

to tJ e thin s of nat me -:;he pov; to ael eUl:Ot1ons a in to t hose 

of humnn be.ngs. 

llllèl • tis my fait t hnt t.-'YIJ'èry t'lowe1" 
En joys the il' it breathes .. 

(Lin~~'" J!ritten in ~~c-'~';;";;'_.!Ioo\ 

lmagin tian thus en bIen the pOl~t to entor synr:!&t;bùti c,~lly lnt o 

te lit of naturo ; and. to De ~ ·t · '. an,,;. .n a~t p rt<) of . 

lnrgcr vlhole. An alemont in hi joy.l.S th:is de p n d S l'laa of' 

onenes~ with nature. and his ab ... l ity i;o rolate 410 OVin , ~"ùing 

othe 1m n d feeli gs of n3tu tl obj{)ot • In n.ar-~ _ a l,) t~'tll. 

Words Jorth a<.ld. t 1.~ to t 18 ,Iw e : 

Neve .0 blenu. ou ' ·"J.cac'ttrc 0 1' ou Pl" d~ 
\ ith Barrow of the me nest thing that tael s. 

- -~ -----
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3011 '/ :.1 'Gzer, the ",r(,at t::. :po 1(': l" o'" l' t::VC :t: ce f.or lif ,. ~ 'O Id 

f lits O:L " ordsworth'D joy 'HU :r.·e er'0 _,. e~ : or l i fe . litho ".1j 

goi 1.B as aI' 300 Ge lwe' t z cJ::) V E: T.L Ji ~ree that ~r. too 

1s 1:i WO fI rel r:.t to co rtem)o '! l'y 11 (! . 1: rut l i n hin 'Pre ent 

rtit'i cia civiliz,~, .. ,!;icr co .~.d r tA'JtCl'Q 1.ht. 'bO' 4 th.t lLk h i m 

veren!~ l' r every' l iv1n; tlüng . 

~·. e ure no'[ 1.ed nnot he"l'.' , L . }l :t'OT'I';! .':' LI ou und€lr~Jt n ing 

of tl1e r une io of the :i.Dvlgi n'\ 10 • H. 

to "'; p ,tssa ,;0 j n'Vile Px-e ludt-}, (l , .jg?-·G ') ~:; ) in h';" ch ·:olCl~wlOr h 

Sf,Ys th.at tho l emo]; .... ! 0 ' , thin,os vx:perien. .Jett 101 . . , 1)0 ors b ,came 

Dy' t he inp ess: v e '' ',80 '.)1. ne 0" f'cf;l ;r 
f\y plee ure fJ d epea t e ' J:J.a PP' ne s s, ( 603- 4 ) 

Il 1 f.\b i tUe lly d(~Qr!1 a d wer-J fi ffJ~ tened t i; ,c a ffec t " ons" . He 

commont s tl us: l ':l,th ' ~lOl'Y of ·the sen e passe' into a. glory of 

"(; 11· l 1Ila.gi r.tn V' n rccl Ell.y by be 1ft[? f a f:t e ed te the .f'fectlons . n8 

. 1 ·. s themc 18 t ih:e up ~t "I.. .o n in ook ~: of The ---
?_~.u_<l:_. l d hero Vlor dsworth int roduc R t 10 word love n t le 

cononpt o .... i telle ct '11 'ove : 

Im.:lf,i na t ion ha v· .ng b G i 01. r . h .rne, 
do tl~o ~aJL th ~ iJt011ec~w.l Lov , 
For the.\" ar. e c ' d nno·t t nd 
Jlviduul·y . (X' V, 20G-ij) 

~ ~ l fi d, t t o ~ eak 

o~ " ovo f r athe_' titan 1 '3t lref~t~ut it ts by no mee.ns ole r 
- _-..._-~- ,.....,~_# ...... ,. ..... _ ....... 

The 

N-=Ütl1': ~ ;) . ;j", . 
" . ..-
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"th t th., two shou_d le cent!' st d in h i s ~ay . he 'p 'sag l' h1ch 

r e e te love ani i me 111t.ion migll~~ well h quoted in full: 

'rll1'" sp t r i tual Lova a cte; not uor o<.n exi s t 
~. i thout'magin 11 ion, ,. hich , in t ruth , 
Is but a other n me for -psolut power 
An(l c ' r e s't ins:t gl1~v, mplitu e of mi nd , 
And Re · .on in her most x lted. moocl . 
1 hls f ac ll '~y ha'th lHlèn the fee ' I ng oure ... 
Of ou r long 1 bour : w a ve tr ced tl e "I,r"" ru 

rom the blind c · v r n w!tence is f a i ntIy hG' rd 
J:t s na t al murmur; f o:Llow d j. t to lig' t 
And open day ; tl ccompanie it ~ course 

mone; t he v , '" of N' ture , f 'or El 'cime 
uost s i ght of it bewilda ,d and en ·u ph d; 
.hen glven it gre ting as i t rOde once more 
In strength , reflecting f ralfl it'" 'Placid b ea t 
The war ka of man a.nd f ace of huoo lif; 
. d J.a stly , from :t:ts i)rosr·~ s hav o we drawn 
Fr:l ith i n li "'., endl s , the su. 'ba inlng "'-hought 
Of hULwn Bain , F:t el.'n.1 ty , (j,nd God.. (xnr, 188 ... 20r.: ) 

It is cle1;L r from this paEh~Uee lhat .(ordsworth undel'stood lov o 

, worki ng with the 'maglnation te I nAv ire : i , poet r y : " th 

f eadi ng qou_c e of cur lon~ l abCur" ; nd ~ l$o to uic ~en f a ith 

in hum '.n l ife , i mrrorta l i ty , a nd Gcd . Th' :3 1 8 a t a ll order , 

.nd yet , perhe'Pf not wi tout r ea on . Nature le s till the 

b!3. t ' \.1:st Jl lns t he tT'ua li 0 of lll:. .. m - but na ture 

mu·, t "(le wO l k mon by :lme.e:lnat i o l '~ nü cve ~ , i li i s \iO yi e ld 

it fin '11.: i 6 tl e l S<'-Il c of tl i s .nion , nd joy 

wot11 fl s ~m to SU'tll up ,. 11 tt <:> -be st tih.'l t .l'l' 't 1re giv s. Tlla t 

such a union can t ake pl ace . Jlth auch r csllts , 18 due to 

the f a clt t II t th mlnd nd nature ure perfectly f1 t '"od to il 

eaoh ether. He.:rbert es.d ha.s sa1d , H\Vords w rtl:: t s hl1osophy 

1 6 the r e f ore not ro~triot d to a. philo ophy of n ture; it 18 

theory 0''> he Mind nd i t rolut · on"" to the extel'na l world . ,,10 
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Ho ," . rU.:' 0 the ncxt p ;>0 , "The m:tr~(l wl 1- him i3 l f'Jrtys t h" 

or !' ~') olxsctj"vc~ 9 :>:'inc J:plÜl" ; l~hic , i o l' ut 

------------- - ........... --- -_ .. _. __ ._._ ... -........---_ .... _~....---"""_ .... _------
Il nad , 
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The God who ls immanent in nature , le a180 immanent in the mind 

of man. 

One key passage in this connection la surely th1s fram 

:r1nte,rn Abbe;r: 

And l have felt 
A presence that d.isturbs me w1th the joy-
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime 
ot someth1ng fa~ more deeply 1nte~tused , 
Whose dwel11ng 1s the light of setting suns, 
And. tb . round ocean and the living air, 

d the blue sky, and. in the m1nd of man; 
A motion and a ap1r1t,that impala 
All th1nking th1ngs , 11 objects of 11 thought, 
And rolls through all th1ngs. 

This 18 a nobl and b aut1ful p ssage o in wb10b word.swortb 

carrles th mind of th reader l1th hlm. It would not sat1sfy 

the Christian theologian , looking tor a doctrinal statement, 

but lt would dlssatlst.; hlm rath r by what 1t do s not ay 

tban by what 1 does, l ts far removed from gross natura11 m, 

and could only be Sald by a man who 1as convinoed of the 

sp1ritual nature of the unlverse - a universe instinct with 

lite and mean1ng. WOrdsworth's un1verse la permeated wlth joy, 

and givas joy to man becaus God 1s in it. He goes much be­

yond th1s in the direct10n of the Ohri tian view of God and 

the universe in other wrltlng • The closing books ot th 

Prelude oontain exemples , suoh as the fol1owlng in wh1ch 

he approaehes a personal v1ew of God as a transcendent pir1t: 

th1s l spaak 
In gratltud to GOd , who feeds our hearts 
For his own erv1oe; knoweth , loveth us, 
Wh n we are unregarded by the world. (XIII,275-8) 
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No consideration of WordsiTorth'", mature oonception 

of joy in na tur , muld b complete w1 thout soma rater nce to 

the Exoursion, the only oompleted portion of his projeoted 

phUosopb1cal poem "On man , on natur · t and on human 11te. tt 

(Reoluse 1) . The poet1cal worth of this poem has bean suf-

f'lQ1ently debat d; lts s1sn1ficance :['01' U 1s thoughtful 

statement ot the poet ta me.tur response to nature. nIt re .. 

presents", says Lae y, ft be only o.omprehensive atemen ' 

of nis matur 1 of lif _n12The ln.ajo pOl't1on of the early 

books e.s wr1tten by 1906, but w1th the exception of Book III 

1t was later than T~p.tern A1?be;z- The work s a wh(lle haQ 

been er1tictzed as n attempt to bring his vlews of nature 

more 1nto lin with Christi an orthodoxy. No doubt we have 

here a re-statement of his views in more orthodox form; the 

"tirst fine oarele s rapture" of his l'aspoRae to nature 1a 

largely m1ss1ng; but 1t ~s still open to debatewh ther ha 

has den1ed the implications of his earller statements, or 

slmply added ta them. 

The EXQurs1o~ 1a ln semi-dramat1c form, mak1ng use 

of the conversational deviee to xpress the poet's philo­

sophioal v1ews. Th charaeters are . the Wenderer, who ls 

the mouthp1eoe fol' the poetts ide s; the poet h1mselt' who 

1nterjects remarks which often prov1de a sett ing for the 

V/anderer' s spa ... ch Si I,lhe $olitary J who 1a "the personiflcIlt1on 

ot the restle s , 1ntelleotu l ~ ord worth of' the GOdwln1an 

12 Laoey: Wordsw lXth' ll'.iew o:f t _ r e , p.105. 
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day , and aleo the lover of Annette ; ,,13 and the Pastor, spokes­

m~n for the ehuroh. 

In the sarly books , (1 ~ IV) Wordsworth relived his 

own experienoe of the eclipse of his joy in Godwlnian r t1on­

alism, and his reoovery of lightness of heart. Books III and 

IV are entltled resp ct1vely, " D spondency" and DD spondency 

Correoted". However laboured, and as som would say. unin­

spired , these may be as poetry (though ther ra passages of 

beauty and worth) , they do posses great significanoe in the 

light th~y thrmv on 1ordsworth's maturing thought . It y be 

tru , as LaQ y says , that the" ide s of The Excursion a1" - not 

thos by wh1ch Wordsworth 1nfluenood thé world" .. l k y t, in­

aofar as these ldeas are Il dev lopment of his earlier views, 

h y oannot b d1om1ssed as of no r l evanoe. l think that it 

1 quit sate to say tha t ~he 1 curaion, for al1 its dif! rnoe 

of mood and ppro8 _h , represents no sharp and divergent break 

with the vi \vs w hav be .n di oussing. 
, 

The lN' nd rer's oh11dhood and Y'outh t'ollol/ad lines 

b loved by Ward worth , 

So th foundations of hi m1nd w~e laid. 
In such communion, not from te~ror tree, 
~.ral!!*-*til:J!l_,D . ~umkiax:t . , 
Wh11 yet a ch il , and long befora his t1me, 
Rad h pel'èe1î1ed the pr sene and the povi r 
or greatness; (~ours:1C?n,I,132, ... e) 

He too felt the 1mpress of nature's auty on h1s mind, and 

it poke ta him 1ts mystleal message of the divine: 

13 Lacey, Wordsworth's V1ew of Nature, p.10S. 

14 Lacey, op. cit., p.10e 
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in them did he live, 
d by them did he live; they Viere his lite. 

In suoh ace ss of mind . in such high hour ' 
Of v1~itat1on from the ' living God •• •• (1, 209-212) 

In one further referenoe we f el aga1n the pul e of living joy 

which red on nature: 

by n ture tuned 
And constant disposition of his thoughts 
To sympathy with man, he W , S sIlva 
To al l that was enjoyed , where t r h went, 

d a l1 that was endur d •• tnxki(I,362-367) 

Thel' ia great de al more whic m1ght be invoked to 

show that, in th main, The ~Aour ton i an elaborat1on of 

idees already present in germ in other wr1t1ngs. In meny cases 

thèse ldeaa are more exp11cit than l where , part1cularly th 

oonception of God in nature , and the divine Providence . ~ t, 

underlying all ls the sam d light in nature. though given in 

more sober tones; nd he " oont1den in natur ta sutf1c1en-

cy for the 11 ·e of man. sture may not el' b the sole support 

of our lire , but 1t 1s an 1nds.sp nsable 0 e . S ren1ty and. joy 

are still the lot of m.an who derives hi s true 111' trom nature. 

The solit ry ,. i n his coount of his own d spondency, 

wh1ch la an x~ress1on of th ail ra of rat ional a 1 th lif e 

of • sks wh r man 

, 
do bt nd sorrow, than 

bett r a no uary 
e s n el ss grave? 

(111, 223-4) 
nd he oonfesses his d jeot1on in th ords: 

Nl ht la than dey ore eoce t ble; al op 
Doth, i n It;y' est1ma.te of good , 'Ppeer 

better st te than wa~1ng; death than al ep . 
(III , 277- ) 

S~ch la the n mes1af life d1vorced rro nature . Sucb love 

of deatb comes ~hen life 1a eut off from the joy thet net r e 

givas. 



An lemelnt in the solit ry's de 'Ponde ey 1 111s in 

ord1nat love of peace of mina . He pra s S ~he 

" l'rime 0 jeet 0 rise an 9 s atm, 
Secur1ty fl' shoc · of accld nt. 
R laase fra ear; (Ill , 362-4) 

nd speaks aga1n of 
ora f. e p aoe . 

The 0 ntral f el1 g 0 allap 1ness. 
(III,5(U. Z) 

This seems ta b an xpress10n Qf seapis , pure and 

s pleo It 1s a des1re, not to olve rOblem , but to b . rid 

of them. It comes close te the xper1ece of the pOe when Il 

"l'1el ad up oral q\l stlons in despa1x'1!" Peace of mind 1a un­

doubtedly goo ", but tJilben the pur ut (') it becomes an obses­

sion, t 1 slflnntomatie of ta tellure in adjustment te life , 

particularlY in the Jl~ dling of advers1ty, A t odel'Il pS)"cho ... 

10 lat has -eterred to it as "a th1nly d1ssu1sed longlng for 

deatb. Tl ln the So11tanr t·s WONS , this lon~ing for deatb la 

xpllo1t . H f as the p .rely i ntelleot al and ration 1 man , as 

opposd te th man of feeling , was at the end of his tether. 

The love of lire has ylelded to despai~. 

Now a11 thta wes a transoript of Wordsworthts own ax­

partance. He too descended to the depth , but Widal' the influences 

Of natur and Dorothy and Col r1uge , he was restored to his 

normal , healthy, love of life. In he raIe of' the Solitary, as 

in that of the Wander r. he 1s able te speak out of his awn 

exp r1enQe. Indeed, th Solitaryts position 1a stated so con­

vinc1ngly that one wenders wneth r the attraotion ot esoaplsm 

1a not 'the sourae of a continuing confliejs in th poet Vs mind. 



39 

There -6ms no doubt that Wordsworth loved his 1nd p ndenc , and 

solitude , and peaee , and his o~m way. he choie of The Reoluse 

as aFitle tor his projected poem 1s indicative of a bies in 

that direction. Wordsworth r aagn1zed this leaning 1nElesiao 

stanzas, whan he sa1d: 

Farewell, farewell , the he ~ that lives alone, 
Hou ad ln dream, t distance from the Kindù 
S ch happ1ness, ~herev r it be known~ 
l ta be pit! d; tor 't1s surely blinde 

But weleo fort1tude, n p tient eheer, 
d frequ nt ~ights of what is to be borneo 

uch s1ghts , or wors ~ as are before me her .~ 
Not ~ithout hope w suffer and we mourn . 

written . 
This poem wasAl n memory of Wordsworth' brother lohn who wes 

lost st sea. Th greatness of word~lorth s a man lay partly 

in thls , that h ViaS abl te aoeept d us the tragic ex-

r1ene of lif' , nd b ild th lnto his own 0 aracter. 

Thar pp ars here 1so, on ot thes-arly indications that 

n ture alone 18 not t e 11-s rt1cient support for lite. The 

W nder r, ln his answer t the olital~ e bodies Wordsworth 9 s 

l ater thi in: 

On ad quat su po~ 
F r the 0 lem! 1 - of ortal lire 
Exista .. 11e onl,.; an aSSll'es bèlie 
T at the proo ss10n of our fate , howeter 
Sad or di t rb d t i ord r d by a ' eln 
Of lntln1te benevol ne nd ower; 
Wh Se evalast1 g purp ~ am raC 

11 accidents , converting them to ood. 
(IV, 10 ... 1?) 

~o:rd waX' 1l n ve ull vero&nE> h' s lov of retir -

ent t of "distano dtt • Prh p h r ne tao 

ly fro: h dis Il 1 br1 excursion 1 to 

'e affaira of the dey at t he t1m . of the French Revolu [/10n . 
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Tb1 1s nO 01;1 lcin Tl 0_ WordsV'lortu, fer he was able te> malt 

1s own g~e t contribution to man inde Mor over , h as es· 

senti 11y a lover of lif J. and in his orks he r pres nts the 

affirmat1v approQch· th yes~say ns attitude of th OhristiaD j 

1shed rom th native a'tt1tude 0 the East t the 

longing for ~1rvana~ 

Perhaps th se two tendene1e exist in all of us . In 

our day; the r etreat from aot ive participation in the r spon­

sibilities of 11r J. nd the overwh lm1ng desire for treedom 

"'r ea;re nee to be m· t Y' the Wordsw rthian confidenoè in 

manfs a 11ity to eontront a11 the situations of lite, and to 

:rind hie joy in li\7in~. In ny of hl poems in LIx:1jca,1Ba;1-

ladsfj and the lEtO'l 01 es§ tbe linstlnct for l te is d.o 1nan.t .. -
Laurenoe HOllsman no~ed t1l1s when n la introductl0 0 i\ word­

n'rb Ola Oumb rla.nd B~ggar f The ~vo 

~ a e ob raot l'inti p nd nt of morallty, but they 

have a hold on life wh10h m.altes th m ttraetlve. " 

halas!' ln the essent1ul good es of natUl? , and h noe 

of l"te , must be El stal'ting point for good , usei'ul, and happy 

living. Our present-day 1nsulation from th lire of nature has 

too of tan b_inded us to this elemen a1'7 facto wordsworth navar 

doubted thls. Garrod puts 1t th1s way: "Wo~dswortb. st rte the ; 

trom the position not only th t nature 1s good , but that 1t 1a 

trom the natur l goodness of th oenses , operating simply and 

diraetlY9 that w derive 'the fount ain- ight of all our day,,,.16 
ri 

15 Ganod , wordswortha L and Es ay;s , p . 99 

--------



41 

Thi s bolier, and ito relevano for a philosophy of lite 1s 

\'\1911 1mplied in these gl"eat wox' ad 

u d, but wortly ot repetit1on: 

O'-u' dest _uy, our bel f al' a d itome 
ls ~ith infinitude. and oy there; 
W1th hope lt 1a, hope that can &vr die, 

1 c., art " and expect!itlo ~ and desir , 
d somethin evermo~e a to beo (VI, G04~8) 

On final ard ne ds to e aid eTore lay a ide The -
no T e Vanderer. in h sans er to the Solita ; ~uts 

=.;..,.;;.o;;~ .......... 

bef'ore man as a lite abject è natta· able b a11t/ "Peace ln 

ourse 1.". , an u.nion with 0 r GOd" (IV. 1 6). vfe 61'e no' to 

think that his 18 rel a epe 1 101 

1a e ident 'tnat th1s sace Îlas El dl f 

l'ea 0 fai • of ha ODY w1t natu e , 

th orav1ng for peace . 

basls. 1s ' he 

d rrl t the 1'1:1'1 t f 

tbe uni erse . It la a GSQ nO hed by constant in rcour ~ 

w1t divin tt It 1s th respo se 11 rd by' th c 114 

with h .,. ea:r to the a-shell. il ar! c· "allthe tic t1din s of 

in".1 lb e h s" (IV,1144). 

Even sueh s shll he 
la to the ear of' Fait • 

il' $ m:y~1 l r..: ' o.tionsil1 . \ it il tur 

erse 1tself' 
( , 1 41-2) 

ds th soul with 

pese and 3oy, beoause nature 1s the living garment of God ~ 
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JOY IN NATU ... ITS LlMIT TIONS 

utta pt bas been made to 1 dlcate some of the ele enta 

that entered into Wordaworthta mature cone l'tion of' joy in. na .. 

tare. This word worth1an rasponse te nature wes et its pures, 

in the Raoedown per10d of his lire . that t1me ~hen his ovm r e­

eovery trom despondency wes t aking plaoe. Than, in the rebound ~%m 

trom despair, in the f1:rst rapture of conversion. if we may so 

oall it. trom arld rationalism. he wna possessed hl' joy. For the 

t1me 1t absorbed his bains. and round express ion in such well­

known lines as HOne impUlse trom a vernal wood" t'rom ~Jhe poem 

The Tables 'l',urned , and the l1nes of !o M~ 'iste:l:: 

There ie a bless1ng in the air 
Wh1ch se ms a sense of joy to yièld 
To the bat'-e trees and mou.ntains bare t 
And grass in thé green field. . 
• • • • , .. • .. • • • e_ 4t 

Love now a universal b:irth, 
From neart to heart 18 steallng , 
From earth to man. from to eartb , 
It ls the hOur ot tee11n '. 

1 
he Llr10al Ball ds oontalna. mnny expressio~s of th1s 

whole-souled jo in nature. Tàe poet 8eems almost 1mpat lent of 

any sug es ion that thls ls not complete and fully satisfyins 
\ 

ph11osol'hy of lire. He rêpud1ates the intellect, (BOoks, 't1s 
., 

dull nd endless str1fe- ne Ta~les TUrned) s a channel of truth, 

now that feeling 1$ all-pervas1ve. ne 1as completely g1ven to 

nature. 

But indications 1la. e already been noted tbat wordswortb 

did not lon remain ln t 1s state of wlrefleot1ng joy. Other 

42 
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notes beg n to ~ppe r 1~ 1116 oetry. The simple. unself-oonse1ous 

response te nature began 0 pro e less han ade uate to 

all his kno~ledge . nd xper1e· Qe of lire. Garrod puts the 

question thue : ttCan natur e kee'P her oh11d?' l The answeX' to 

the.t question ean onl,. be "no" , ev n 1 hat "non tRust b. 

somewhat qual1 led. The rap ure of con ersion lnev1t bly de~ . 

The tomorrows brin new rOblems , n truth."' . wb1 cb. oannot be 

fitted i te a framewor CQ pos d ent~rely 0 feeling. From 

the t1me that \ ords or"th too" p r s1denee at Gl..'€tsmera, he was 

1noreasin ly aw r of the i ade _uaoy of spontaneous 30y ln 

natur • In a number of poe he gra'Pplesnobly and man'fully 

w.1tn the l'l'oble • He must contin 11y go beyond t e se!lse 

ofl jOy. It 18 rely part of .tue gr a nass of Wordsworth that 

Èl reoogn1zed th t th1s initial response to natlr s n ... 

adequat, an som of his ~ines poens bear wltness to the 

oonoer he falt over th s probl m. A tl same tlme , It may 

not be out 0 place ta s gest hare that ~al~ of his telluro 

lay a180 ln ta unwill'.ngness or 1nab11ity to work out a · con­

sistent -philosol'hy of lire . in whten. 1a basic dependance on 

nat re w a ful1y int grated i1 h bis increuslng exper1enoe of 

lite. There eems ta hav een in lor ~wortl a w1 trul look-

ins aok to the t1me 0_ his ch11d11Ke joy, n tendency r 

whloh he DeVer wholly freod hlmself . Did he al10w h1mself ta 

be too t1ghtly oound to the pest? Dtd his l1ne ring desire 
., .,.. ,. , . l * 

lGarrod; Word vorth LeoturE!s _und EssJ..1i tP'p .104~ 105. 



for a rapture no lonser possible, hold hi baek rom ha ul­

filment hicl 16 po t 0 gan ie pr-o s~d? 

l 1s not possible wi tlin the compass of this essay to 

examine all the evide ce in the poe s rol t1v to his chanGe in 

Wordsworth's outlook. AS arly a Tintcrn .bbey, the mor chas­

tened note had made 1ts appe rance, s ·_ th lines referring 

to "the still , sad , music of humanity. n l~erence w Il here b 

made to soma of the b tter kno~ poems of 'he period . commancing 

w1th esolutlon and Independance. 

In tilis poem Vie hava set forth t e old un 11.oyed j01 in 

nature, but it 10 net unm1ng)ed with s sss. I· 15 a poem of 

the out-of- doors . The sun auine in a C oudless sky. The mor-

nine; joy of n0ture 1a portt'€lyed as only \.'ordsworth can do it: 

l things that love the sun re out of doors; 
he sky rejoloes in the morn1ng's birth; 

But an unforeseen oloud ar0se~. ec11psing the sun of gladness , 

the cloud of the poet' s ntaars and f ancies" . I .. ife t s business 

may not lways be a summer mood: 

Thore may come anothar dny to me -
Solitude , p ' ~.n of heart , distress, and poverty. 

It 1a clea~ tbat his erstwhil joy 19 not qU1te eutfieien for 

the ev11 that 1a f ared, or even for the raar itself. It 1s in 

this mood, tbat th words and ex mple of the Leoch Gath rel' 

come as an answer to the poetts s~dne Q . He took courage as he 

realized the power of the human mind to tr1umphov r oircum-

stances. 
tr Qod" , said I,"be my help and stay secure; 
l'll think of t ~ leec - eth rel' on the lonely 

moor. ft 

-----



R,es_olution and Independenco , \vritten in 1802 , shows 

ordsworthts early suspicion of the inadequacy of unaided 

nature. He had been living 

AS if 11 needlul thlngs 'ould 00 e unsought 
To gen1a l t a1th; still rich in geni al good; 

but 1t ie not enougb. Laoey commenta: rt He takes encouragement from 

the ecrep1t old man , b~t that he should ne d to~ hints that 

the religion of n ture h f allen 01 diff'1cult deys. " 2 

There are two poems composed in 1805 which a~e relevant 

to this themes o?e te p'ut.l~ and ~;!;!~.c St.anza~. In both of 

them we are conf'ronted with Wordsworth's g:rowing feeling tha.t 

na ture 1a not enough to support and guide th~ lite of man 

through the maze of human problems and diffioulties . The 

former ot these poems represents a r ather sharp break with 

the general tenor of Wordsworth's subjeet matter up to th1s 

time, inasmuoh as he inv'okes Dut Y , ft tern Daughter of the Voiee 

of GOd" as a ttl:i.gnt to gUide, a rod ta ohee the err1n , and 

repro'Ve . ft There la a less easy- oonfidence in the innerent 

gooc1ness f humen natU1"e . "tra11 hwnan1tytt . so that . more 

damand1n d1so1-pline 1a nOw ealled for. 

At 'Gheame 'tlw.e , wordsworth oannat repud1 te the con­

viction that some t east do not requi re D ty as a t~stmas el': 

There are who sk not if thine eye 
e n "l'l.am.; wllo ln lov . and trutu , 

h. 
\'Inere no misgiv1ng ls. 1'e1y 
Upon the ganial sense of y 
Glad hearts , w1thout repro 
Who dn thy WOI' , and mow 

cb or blot; 
t ot ... 
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Was b thinking of Dorotlly wh n he m'ote these linea? l11th 

h r ln mind p he nver could deny the possib11ity of the anima 

natu liter Ohristi ana - the lita that of itself loved and 

fol1owed the r1gbt COurse. She was to h1m the perfect exemple 

of joy in naturel 

Rer he birds 
A.mi ev '1!':1 flow he III t '11 th, oul they but 
H ve kno\vn hr, woUld have loed~ Methough such 

cha~ 
Of sweetness did her presenoe breatbe round 
Th t al1 th tr es , an all the s11ent bills 

d e eryth:l.ng she loolt'd on, should have nad 
1ntinmt1on hOi she bore hersalt 

To 1ards them nd to 11 crea:ëures. God delights 
In suc1l. Il being; for 1 er common thoughts u 
ra piety, her lif i blesa dness. 3 

He soemed to tee1 that hers was th. parieot rasponse te n ture, 

and since he l.n.ean SO illuch to him, he m1 ... t kenly tried te 

experi enoG nature s sh did. In the QSLe to Dut~ , Wordsworth 

/" till looks to the t1me whan tbis w 11 be the p ttern of lif 

/ i , ' 

for all: 

ren will b our dnys , and brlght, 
. d h· ppy will our natur be, 

When l.ove 1a an une l' 1 ' 11ght , 
" d joy 1ts OVin sectU'ity . 

But 1t ~a ~till not so w1th h1m. Inclination nd de~ 

s1re had t il .l. d to prov1d direot 0 ; treedom lone han not 
'-" 

s tf1ced: nM t i unehart ra fre edom tiras , l f el th 

vle1ght of ahane d 1J • tr So r.r1 th ometh1ng of r lier he 

co n him lf to th guidance ot ty from this hour. 

In ~b ry 1905 . Words~ort wa. s d ned y th 106s 

of his balo od broth r Jo}m , VIDO vas drowned in a storm et s a . 

This avant 1e r tleete in Elog1ae stanz s SUS!5çsted by Ple-
o 

tUl'e of Peel th oontrast bétween 

5prelude. 1805, XI , 2!4- 223 t 

e b 0 iew of Nature. D.?O 
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Feele C stl as Wordsworth e ~ i t throt gh weeks Ol. oalm sunny 

e tll ra na. the pe le Castle of sir Gorge Bea.umont' p1cture . 

la hed ol" sto m. Haro wa n alla r1 of 'iordsworth's experlence. 

It wns Q:r:I.t1cal year in hi lite, an its d o1sive n ture 

1 borne out ln th1s po m. For: h1m at loa t, th0 perlod of 

r ne h"'Pt inc C< WEl shattered by the torm. of on1m that cam 

into his 11t'$. Sp nk1ng of th1s oontrast , 'l ord or h s y ! 

S ch, i th fond illusion of ~ h~a~t 
vuoh pioture would l t th t t1me hav mad ; 

. d en th soul of tb in every ri; t 
steadf st pe c that ~ght not he betr ye 0 

So once lt would h va ben - 't16 so no ore; 
l h e submitte to a new 0 ntrol. 

His break w1th the . ':1 optim1 Dl and unroflecting joy of the 

p st could not be more 01 arly t t d. T ough once he could 

h ve looked upon human lit $ an untroubled journey, he now 

oon1'es - that th1s s n illusIon. ft • deep distress h th 

humaniz d my soul." 

Not for a moment eould l now behold 
smi11ng sc ~ ànd b Th t ha~e be on~ 

Th te lins ot' my los' \1111 ne ter be :tlId:. old; 
This wh1eh l know, l sp a \'lith mind s :t'ane. 

Vie oan only say that wordsworth h s h :re b en grapp11ng 

ith one of the mo t baffllng problo s with "hieh we h v to do : 

th problem of f1nd1ng philosophy of ife wh1ch will do jus­

tice both to good and to ev11, to joy and to sorrow. Both are 

part of human exper1ene~, d, while it may be oomparut1valy 

1mple to pl co for on , Word ~orth 1 s d ply aw of 

both. If the ser n1ty of m1nd , of '1h1oh 9p~aks in ho line 

quot d bave was genu ne , he has ma ter d the fir~t lesson: 

th t we must st lest 00 pt, w1thout despair or rebell10n 
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the trlictions hat lif bring. P rh p h m1ght hav b.en 

hIe to lea rn tb1s from n ·tur 0.160 , if Il h d boa abl t o 

th1nk of nature 1 . l rge enough te nd speoially- ta 'tih1nk 

ot n tUl'e in . el t ion to th Gad of natu • 
The Dd. ,: Intimations OI1lm1~l?tality 1$ the 001'3 El ate-

ment of Wordsworth's 10 J0Y- in n tu!' 

Wbloh VI have in sin le poem. In th . 1r ' t four t nz , the 

que tion 1sàked; in the 

us look at the Ode in datail. -
"\1\ 
id r, an .ns ~ r 1 o:t'fered. Let 
t\ 

We must note th t the fl~st four stanza ware oomposed 

in 1802; the ra i d t' in. 180". rea y t th ear11er da e , 

WO:tdS\'forth ' S Wt:lrê of something p '1ng tram his xperienae 

of natU!'e. III th1 magn1t1cent and b ' tii'ul poem. he looks 

b 0 to the t1,e of simple , pt rous oy ~ the time of vi ion-

ar.y , mystioal joy in meadow, gro , an st e m. He writ s 

feel~nsly of th j01 of ~ny·time, and 11 t he s1ghts and sounds 

of nature: land and s g1v1ng tbems l os up to joll1ty. But 

there 18 the in 1stent note of 8~dne: somethi g 1a miss1ng. 

He asks : 

whith r 1$ tl d th v1s1on~~' sleam? 
Wh ra 1 it now. the glory and the dre ? (11. 56-7) 

H. W.Garrod sum~s up the ~a~terv r,y we 1: "unt!l no h h 

11 ed in t t he lory and h fr shnes T of the senses, n 1m-

ru d1ate r eport g1ven by the s na sof' tprinciple of joy' in 

the world . But wlth dvanc1ng y ars th1. report comes to be 

t1tful and dî me ' The thing t h t ! h -v seen, l now oah ~ee 

no more . ' " 4 

4 R. W. Garrod , p . 114. 
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~p anation of th s f d1nq vi i in term~ of th dootrine of 

r - xi.otence" ':" e ncod not fi SOUtlS here the val 1 cU.t y of the 

d.oct:rine~ or "ho "'cr sc :tn ' hich lordsV'lorth aooepted nü ed 

1't;. rt dOQS not 0 en n ces .. · ry to g ve t e l1nes l~er rr1ng te 

pre- ex1 ' t ,"110 là l teral intel'px ta ion !in order 0 ID k sense 

of am. li 1ne n the e s ti 1 oodu n tu e, 

!"ords 'vorth kne th t the ll.vlng ~ur d~y , th ."b iues. , 

lov , OI st 1fe, "must in v1t~bly 0 ,. y us fu:rth r tt'om the 

st . Th tl'ag dy of rO'l.d.ng '1 y from the n tux'al p et y of 

cn11dhoo 18 hei ghten d b;V our own 1.e; .Ol: noe of ho. we ElX' 

10 lng , ~~d ur ~ gerne s to los : 

Tho l li' ~ le child , yet glr)" .ou 'in the :n1ght 
01' heaven- born r aedom on. thy bein., t a he! ht~ 
' . .'hy ';Il th $uch arnest 'P n do~t hou provoke 
The yaors to bring th ilevit ble yeko. 
Th q 11ndly Tit. thy bl ~$edn S ' st lie? (121-5 ) 

If \'H~ lellv aoo>id.e the doctl:inA of pl' .... existenne . .., 

11 erally understood , rl at .S 1 ru 7/0rth tall#1tl' bout? Or 

cun '0/0 ay whttt 18 10 t d th tt\rin(~ years? ,'e ra 11 

:var of ch..."U1ges wh'.ch t -ke pl ce in le ta.l . tt1tude wc 

ad'v n ec . rom chil llood a.re chang s wh:Loh 

ra 1 ev1tablc; as Wordsv ecogn1z ~ The ehild 

un footed, na tu , Dl - he rted , in 1 response; 

p rs n i mor compl ex Cl d sel ... 0 n ':1.0US in h " ~ If 
, 

mple , 

e older 

~ y become bsorb d i n self-fol" etful l . >6ur ; th 01 lt P l'-

on 0 nnot e sily aBC pa t e ~rea$ r cf da ly 

s lt and i te a . airs wil l 1ntl'u e \l'Pon [l10ment' of r v rie 
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or rnrt1e 1 GA eri leo , nd l'Or e roy them. In t e il" t 

tluoh of hie n 1ed fa1th in fi tur , ~Jordsworth ~as 0 pa le of 

thes 10nary xp ri .co J nd of tl l'on w l 01' child 00 '9 

tny'i"lt10 l r~)"'pon e to n tUl:.'e. . s the fi.rst rapture su sI ad , 

such xp ;~ i..(m,ee b came mora 'r ~ n h lament d t air 

p as ne; . 

The r al fai ur n b man e opment , however o 1a not 

the 10 of oh11dh , sim 101ty and el- or ~t lneo~~ wb1 h 

inevitab e. un coo rpnnim nt of. no l gl'oii 1ng up 

but lp rather the t 11ur to find ~ ~ ie for f eling nd 

tho t. HOW d1d lord ~ rth suce d in this l ttCI' ndeavour? 

Cart inly he ought a ew po ition., nd tb closing ~t nz of 

the Od de 1 w1th th oompen tion n 11 - that has loot the 

vis 0 ry tb1.rùt tha. 'le y BOy thet 1ordsworth ' s 

suc cess 1a'1 only p rt1 1~ II rad the pl' blem; ho po nt$d the 

way through; but he seemed _ct te ha c follow d h1~ O~l gu1de~ 

posta in any tho 0 un • 

Thar 1s mingled r $i~l tion. aee ptnnco t nd fort1-

tude n the 1 n.s (179-1 6): 

v c w:'ll grieve not ~ ra t e rind 
t:teneth in \Th·t orna n beh nd; 

In tle primal mp thy 
\Ih1ol1 ha ng been mu t over b ; 
In the soothing . 11 ght .. , that spring 
Out f h n uff li u; 
In the fui th th t look t hrough d -.ath. 

In y ar that b ing the philosophie mind. 

AS h s ben s 1 , there e haro poi ter to ""olution to 

the pro lem. l th! _k fa dsworth ~as vmr of th dir et10n he 

must t to tind it. ~h la st st 18 - g nd expre sion 
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of the new t'titude t nature: 

l only hav r ,linqu1 ned one de11ght 
To live beneath your more habitual sway~ (190-1) 

Nture i11 st ill ·'nspirG Joy, but i t will he El more tho ght ... 

l, leas my t10al joy. Gon ra th s:y w en he lJ 'il1 he tem:p-

ted to doubt the senses for the 

The lorld has been too much 

pturo 01' he f eeling wi t hin.. ft 

or tl at to e any longer 

possible . e still loves tbe broo S; "The innooent brlghtness 

of a. new-born day I~ l ovaly yet" ; but it 1s no longer Il V/orld 

made up only ot ' ordsworth and nature . He has "kept riatch ote:r 

n'a morta11ty" and. the tenderness t and jOYs , and f aar s of the 

human heart have erowded in, e.ne theso bind him to ea rth. 

The 0 e has the r ing of joy, e.t least on the sur f aoe, -
but 1t a1ao has undertone ~ of ~ gret ) of b okward looking. 

There 1 the suggest ion that one oan live on the memor.y of 

past 0xper1ences, nd th1s may wall Il ve b en the enemy of 

h1s compl.."te emanoipat1on trom fru1tle' s regret . If Wordsworth 

cou! have oher!shed th pat w1thout baing so closely bound 

to 1t, if he could h~ · reaped t he harvest of hie arlier 

exper1ence of na tur " and quitte the fi ld, lnst ad of 

oont1nulng ta gle n the corn r , is î t not possible that he 

would bave gone on t o gr ater ·th1ngs . 

The quest i n thatbi r sad by his g o~1ng ~ense of 

the in dequ cy of n t ra . 15 th ques ·· on of his oetio in .. 

sp1rat1on. It 1B genar llYËX acoepted that Vordsworthta 

gra test work w don i r the tcn y ars Wh~ èh began with t he 

writ1ng of LlTioa1 flad6~ though t h r 16 not u~1versal 
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greem 1~ es to tl"' c dntirtg o· 1 i' eorea"t p riod . f, i s tho 

s a later d te , 1815, to a~ t~le close of 1 t. Nev 1'-

thele s , the f ct is not in dl pte . 'rhe r"ason for the failur 

of his insp1r~t1on hus Qen ~ndlo~Gly discuss d,nd IDà~ 

tbeories ha ~ been put tOI'wa d ta ccount for it. It eems to 

h ve coi eided with hi 10$6 of the mysticnl sense of the un­

earthly rad1 noe of nutu , of 18 joy 1 the harve~t of ye 

and e r. 

y t this did not ppen su' donly. ~Vord worth ~rote 

muoh 800 poetry in bis later ~rears . J experie! ~.d ra e·wals 

of thA old sens of joy on ocusion. He kas sp oi:f1c rc-

forence to th ct in on of hi l t()!' po s , COluu<?"ed upon 

autl, (1818) . In 

th glo o . a dying day , h is remin cd of pa t joy in na-

tUl'û J nd asks, This gl:1mpse of glory, '/ly rene wed?" ra sp aks 

lit::;: t Full e rly lost and t"ru:i.tlessly 0plo d~f 

~l 1011, t this moment, on ll\V 'Il king a1ght 
Appe s to sh1ne , by ~ ~ le restored; 
~ 'y soul, thoug l'ot co J.1ned to arth t 
Rojo'ces in a ~. concl bi .. th . (11. 74"'8) 

But the olo~ing 1. nes au. in sU8ges~ ~0sien·t1on to a condit i on 

llh oh 0 n ot be lter d: 

... 'Ti P st , 'iih v· ... iona 'Y splendoul' f ,les; 
nieht ap roaches 1th her slade • 

Ih . s no part of our purpo·e hore to off r My no\'! , or 

repe t ny old, e ·plana tions t\or tho decl1.ne of lordsVJorth t s 

in 1ration. f ' ho field of battle, over -.IU· eh Ihis 1s3ue has 

been rou ht, 1a strewn ,ith th ead and not-so"'den · remaine 

of m ny theories. Our 1nterest i s1mply in noting the oor-

respondence between th1s decl1ne. and he dec11ne of. or 
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change in. the poet f xperi nce of joy in n ture . This seeIDS 

real enoughe and ind sputabl .• It al so eems 0 be the t'sot 

that the r eaSons for the e th1ngs lie de p in the personality 

of 111i a:m ~jor ' S'Worth . He has been called n "en1gmaft 5 '~h1eh 

1 attested amply by the oritics t f ilure ta agree abou hlm. 

What may oe offered here are few suggest ions as to factors 

vThieh ought to be con,sidoreq in any ppra1sul of the issue . 

Was this joy in nature a aubstnntial enough source of 

inspiration f'o any long-cantinued cres't1ve ef fort? It would 

se9m that so long as it waS only 

emotlon l l'eaponse , ta nature , 1t was note It was t oo narrow 

and temp ra ry basi s . Our point l a tha.t th very n ture of 

his ina lra t10n d oree that i t should be of limit ed dur tion. 

gy· .. tioal 'oy i n natul'e could not olone do \Tha Tf'ords or oh 

requiJ:~Gd . unless i ndeed 1t could be con antl y renewed in 

some w y. It 1 w .11 el10ugh to s y tle.t 0.11 good po tl'y 1 

the spontan OUS overflo ~ of ù'll ful t e lings . Dut 1s that 

all Perhop;.;o in his tendency -te despise -the 1ntellect, 

Words orth cu h1mself otf f ram the r enewal of inspirat ion. 

'fhol'e must b t'eel ing in any lOrtb. ... 'hil o creat ive effort 1) but 

does feeling give rise to thought ~ or the ht to feeling? 

en Word wox-th "'poke of the Itp1l11osoph:;'c mi nd rt , th g1 t of' 

the years, h r alized .hat r pt ·roua amotion ould only be 

l'epl c d bl" e. thoughtful inte r tien of 0.11 1 fe's ex er! nces . 
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Tt wa not os '1bl to devi - s oh a philosophy on the 

ba 18 of nature lone , as thoU$h na 'ure o:tfere aIl t t man 

r q 1re • Na~ure €lone aould not sust in th 1nner l i re of 

man. Franois rhomp on , in ~h Houn« of Heaven~ turned to 

nature fo'!' nn answer to the ep creving of 111s own h r t 0 

ThOu€) hi.s ood 1 f r ;removed trom \'Jor ., orth's, nd h:ts oon­

olusi o muat! more posi'liive and sV/a p n , yet in sub 'tanoe t hey 

com to the sam end wh fi Thompson s ys:tt! uture; poor stepdame t 

Canno slak my drouth. ft Hordswort s joy in na ture ~la not 

so much wro s i complete e ;11$S D r 1shire s y :" Wor sworth ' s 

cre may b~ s id in three words: GOd, n n ~ natur • Tee 

hree w~re ' vine; it mi t almo~t e s i t Y ey were one 

di in! ty. fi ô Tt was vaGUe creed t s too vague eve!' to be 

Cl. vital facto in lite. In bis l ater y ars, Wordsworth oc me 

more orthoùox in hi.., belief ~ but no c 0 or to El living fa1th . 

Il. the iotur th t s so tinte dra of the older lor sworth 

1s t l co r ect, 7 the l a ck of this f a1th ~ B,S erious 1m ... 

pail'tlt-nt 4 

fi rbert R ad 1- bel s Worda 'lOI' t S . h11osophy s 

humo.n l:3tia t ffmho 19b. st expres sion of h um1SDl tbat the world 

has ye sen. fi He dds: "rJ.1he ol)j~~etion to humanism, and i t 

seems te me to e a fin l one, is th t 1t naces'" r ly saumes 

th:1s very lnf'in1tud of the human ndnd wh! h inspire \lords -

~ orthe ft Read pr\.i ont t live alteI'lla tive as If ,xtreme 

5Da 'b shi ... , 013:-:'>. 

7 

h1s y ars \Vere forty-t 0 , 
sh ink1n y afraid of life e" 

ti e , tl10ugh 
old man , 
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scept1ciSltln or ffuncomprol1l1s1ng \:Iupornaturaliom" " f t E1 ther God 

:i.s pree t, .no:. his will 1s our 'PEl oe or man 1s aceountable 

t o his own 6ons~i oe and !ntell1gonoe, an bas no ne d of 

God. nS Thes refa:c ~nces are e, not as fi fin~l wo. on tha 

SUbject, but a contribution to the un',arQt nô'lng of the 

rele . nos ot ~lordswol·th f s philoaophy to his poet1c lnsI>!-

at1on. 

;-" h t has be en $. 1èl hex'v, hO\Jever, 1s i n no ganse 

ogroat1c. 'l'he kind of 30y Wordsv.Jorth :round in na t'Ul'é no 

doubt col Ul'ed hiS 'V 1101e lite; a nd fo a tew y ars p:to'Vod 

the inspl~tton for great poetlc productivity. In theso 

yearo;, he lett his g n~;rat10 land t e world a body of truly 

'reat poetry , 1nspi~ed und 1nsp1 1ng •• Ho ha a mes$agc ~or 

his and OUl' ge. Wh tever may t Vê boen the 11 nitatlons, 

eitber of his souroe of inspiration or his phl1osophy ot 

lit , nothing oan datract frOi'Il the gr tness oi h1s poet1c 

legacy to mankll1d. 
" 

___ ~ _____ ~_' __ '_,_'_· _IP ____________ • _______ • ___ ~ ___ M."'._.~_'_d _____________ ~ __ _ 
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JOY IN URE - SUMMARY ~; 

Th~ atte pt h been made in this ssay. not to ~-

. :tente no.,;.'5 new Interpretation of. ford ""v10rtho but ther to 

t~ce the deve opment an mes 1ng ot joy in nature a he x­

perlenoed it an \vrote bout it. This 1s no ob our or b1dden 

elem nt i n hi lite nd work. but bm d and consp1ouous 

tl:'und i n the total 'P tte:rn. We see t in overy section oi' the 

t pestry. In p k ng ot 1ts limitation , the purpose has net 

been in any my to belittle it as an e. aential element in a 

ound philo ophy of lire . W arG all ch11dren of rulture. ~hen 

men have attempted to ignore that primal relationsb p , they have 

estroye lN t 19 aGa nt! 11y ba~ic ta 1>:'1 nd usorul living . 

Wo:r:t wrth found the relatl0 sh:tp w1th nature a. good one, 

souroe of happ1ness and inspiration, ev n a, ide to moral 

living. li hao pla ad a11 in his debt 

Wordsworth wa deeply reJ.i e;iou.. man. li lon in th1s 

sense 1a not tnatt l' 0 ceepting ogma , but of the qu l1ty 

of th re-sponse which 16 ma. to nature , man , a.n God. A religious 

reSpon e 1s 1 P rt a ft en . ueh response 0 nnot 

ho ent rely 1so1ate '. from the spon of the VI 01 nd , and 

may in eC3d b re ponse ,of the whole e1ng. ob \'1 Words-

~otthts rasponsa to nature o nd thro h 1t natur reveal ' d ta 

him her nn r mean1ng, h of nd joy. Perhaps his 

pon e to man , an to GO • 

of the '1hole b 1ng. 

56 

not· l1k m nner a r. sponse 
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Thus 1t :ta that WordsrlO:J;ith ' a gr~;e.tes poetry 1a mes .... 

sage of joy der! cd from n.atur<; ~ Interwoven 11 ith th~s recur ... 

ring t ·me are d u.ncts te 1t: d 11ght in the common th1ngs 

of every day; lovo of s1mpllcitY'; a. sen e Of the worth end 

d1gnity of' ordinary folk; fortitude nd endUSan e in tlle t ce 

of threats te joy; a. penetrat1ng in,. ight 1nto "the lite ot 

thins fi . Wordsworth d~plored the teer .<ling thirst :fOl' the 

sen~ation 1~ and the ext~aordinary, a th1r t wh1ch h r1ehtly 

f~lt VIas to tered by 'n ustriali sm. end t e in. ulat io of 

people .,rom nature by Cl"owd d urban livin~~ oh living 0an 

~nduoe a mental torDer whiol ûenands gTe te_ and ever greuter 

stimulation to orouse tbe mind; :f. t also enooul'ae;afl appeals to 

the lowe" :tustinotn, wb:tch axe the con !1on denoT!linatol~ of' the 

indivlduals in the mass \1 • ·odern ad1ie:rti .... ing w th its l-peals 

to cup1di ty. oomfort 1) and physieal pl, sur~ Il " gge sts t lat 

these ten encies have in our d 1 been carred to e en greater 

length~.. In the face of ch tendeneies , ilot' > wor'th c lled 

for t he lite that is i n h r,Gmny w1th fi ture ~ ud Ca~ dxink of 

the true joy wh10 nature g1ves. 

I t 111 b~ cIe !' that muah in i.1J rd<iworth ' s attl ude 

an no~ oongen1 .1 te the Mod rn nd, The V$lUes 

so hi P~y e~ ted amo us: aet1v1ty and aggre si eness, 

b1gness and loUdness; ne~new and sensat1onali~m - these 

\Vordsnorth depr o1ated. WeIl bas Lionel Tr111ing sai it: 

" t elTery point in 0 V oUlture 'Ile find. the p edileetion 

lhi ch makes it imposa ble for most re-ders to acoept words­

~orth. It ia the predileo.1on for the powe~f,l , the I1·roe , 

the assertive, the personally heroic" . l 
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y t th t very predilection of ou ge mD_kas the m ~? ge of 

sworth all the ore relevan_t te us . If W~ a. ... e interested 

in and cone rn d for the quulity of life th t may b lived , 

Wf!> shall VI l om a volee -th t 1$ r di •. :.>ed n ct,:;;half of the sep­

t: l vel of 11 Ing. As 0_ emoil l' s ude t of ~ Tords ol'th ha 

JI t i t : ff"l[ rdsw r~h was ple~ 1n' for a11 wakeni ng, a new 

wa: nt) 6 . (wll 'her by ey or a or hart) 01.' tl things 

that matter nd endure , aw.)rng them the bett r nature of rœ.n 

na he jo nit'fe ec b nature" . 2 

Ma tth Arnold not nly pald El. h gh tribu e ta him, but also 

ex l'EHmed whu-t h andt h saGe owed. to the poet . WordS"rorth, 

S ,Unold saw t h s a pel' nni 1 relevt1.nce: 

UJ too u on a w' ntr,y cl.ue 
d a l ell - on t s tron time 

f dOlbts p disputec; . distr ct1011S , feal's. 
fIe found us wh n 4;b~ Il e â. bound 
Our sa ls in it. benum inS l'ound; 
He spok~ ~ and 10 d our heart in toar s . 
lIG I Hid S na we lay f:\t birJch 
On the 0001 llowery op of cal'th; 
miles broka ra U.S and t~G ha ~ase .. 

The h111s wel'e 'otnd us, en the b1?eoz 
\1Qnt 0 r the cHm ... li t fiel Cl ag i n: 
o l' fo eheads folt the ~l nd and r u n. 
Our youth r-tr-n fd: for tIare was h~d 
On spi its tb t h d on bo n da d, 
s, i.r·"ts r1ed Up d olos'ly-'furl~d, 
The rra of 'th oarly worl • 

Now, too, 1a n iron t1ma , ;han th sOftening and hoa11ng 

influence of nature . a. ... disp n~ed by '/ordswol'th, aJ. a 
'jt T .. ...... . 

lLionel Tril in , in '10rds"orth, CenteXi8.ry t d ie , ed . by 
Cilb rt T. Dunkl n, Prinoeton Ü i'~er 'ity Pres ... , 1951, p .144 .. 

2G-i bert Dunklin , vords·~oI'tb. , C n'uenary studi es t Introd.p,Vi . 



59 

gre tly needed oounterpo1se. Wordsworth taught his age t o 

te J and he t a.che"" us to te • If ho cun help us 0 -pond 

emotion ly to t he simple sights nd SOurl s of our eommon 

lite , to era k the hard shell of blase andiff rence whioh so 

aS1ly sato about us , h will be render1ns a service of the 

:tirs orde to th1s e sllt ion-harden g nerat1on. 

Our final ward will be a quot at1on h1ch expres s 

very well how .vortlsworth may pa k -0 tho h art of man in 

thi s year of g ce , 1958. Phe e are he words of u an Sp rry 

of IIarva fi Div1nity' School : 

In thes days when our hor1'7.on i ... d rkened by the 
men ca of. i nore 1ble desolation -h ch may be opr ad 
over the face of our earth, s final ct Ùl th 
traged1 o . i n ' s 1nhum.an1ty to man, m:y own :mind 
oft en hal'ks bs(}k to an aJ.most . rophetic pa age in 
The Prelu e n wh1ch Wordswortll t mm feeling t'or 
ëiuI· t1on~7 goni s nd lov nd m nIa unoonquer· 
able m1nd f1nd confident vot a2 

A thought 1 w1th m am 1~ me, nd l ay .. 
Should the, hole frame 0 a!'th by :tnlls.rd tl J:'Qes 
Be wrenched . or fire oom OYI.n from far to corch 
H r plan nt habitation, and ry up 
Old OQean,. in hl bed le t .,.ngéd and bal'G 
et ~ould the ljving P~e anc still subaist 

V1ctoriou J nd ompo r wo ld en ua, 
An kindl1n like the m nling ~ pre 8@ sur 
Of day r turn1ng n of l f re ive. 3 

111ard L. Sperry, in \lo~d ... ,vorth~ Centenery s tud1 
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