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Abstract 

The social organization of Carrier bands is found 

to have been functionally dependent on a network of relations 

with coastal groups and other interior bands, including 

Carrier. This network involved kinship ties, economic 

exchanges between affines, coastal and interior trade, and 

participation in common ceremonial activities. The social 

org a nization of each Carrier band depended on the total set 

of participant communities within a ceremonial and social 

network specific to each band. By means of published 

sources and unpublished manuscripts the approximate extent 

and chronology of introduction of coastal features is traced 

and the arrangement of social unitsdescribed. Ecological 

and historical factors in the formation of Carrier social 

organization are described. Due to differential contact 

with coastal groups, there is a west to east decrease among 

the northern Carrier bands in the incorporation and impor-

tance of matriliny as a structuring mechanism. Among the 

southern ban ds, a b ilateral form o f social or ga,n i zation was 

prevalent. Historical documents ~n d jourrials provided a 

base line for tracing the development and incorporation of 

coastal features in the interior, the whole process a function 

of the increased importance o f thefurtrade, commencin g in 

the late eighteenth century, and shifts in p~pulation centres 

and density. 
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Orthography 

Transcriptions in original sources have been altered 

(except in quotations) to contemporary usage, such as in 

Duff (1964: 108-110). Ta facilitate typescript, some 

characters have been replaced: E is used for schwa (a); l for 

1 or l.; :1: for surd 1 (~,L); other characters are as per 

Duff (1964). 

Vowels 

i as in seek E as in but 

l as in p!t a as in mole 

e as in late u as in boot 

a as in father 

Consonants 

p,t,b,d,k,g as in English x as in Ger I7la n ich 

w labialized (kW, gw ) x as in Scotch loc h 

, glottalized (p',t,) c t plus 9 

? glottal stop c t plus s 

9 as in !.b.in g " c as in church 

v 
in s ho~Y in sin g er s as I) as 

viii. 



1. i. HISTORICAL FACTORS 

In a d~scussion of historical factors, Damas (1 969b : 

58) lists common heritage, migration, diffusion, innovat i on, 

and drift; Rogers (1969b: 164-5) suggests diffusion, d iver­

gent drift, historical accident, and cultural la g as factors 

influencing culture . Cultural lag, which is associated 

with the migration of groups from one environment to another, 

operates to "maintain certain traits, that is, a social 

institution appears in a particular situation where there 

has not yet been time to adapt to the environment or to a 

new exploitative pattern" (Rogers 1969b: 164). 

Oliver (1968) utilized the concept of cultural 

continuity in a study of ecological adaptations to the Plain s 

by groups with both hunting and gathering and horticultural 

backgrounds. The ecological factors of the horse and 

cyclical patterns of concentr ation ~nd dispersal o f buffalo 

in the summer and winter, respectively, resulted in the con­

vergence of the social structuresfrom these two diverse 

backgrounds. 

Oliver's (1968) total ecological system was the 

"complex interrelationships bet,,,een the technologieal systems 

and the environment of other men and other sociefies" (Oliver 

1968: 262). The inclusion of other societies in the ecolo gy 

appears more inclusive than the approach indicated by Damas 

(1969c: 166) or Helm (1962: 630). 

1. 

In the latter studies, 
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the techniques and patterns of exploitation re1ating a cu1-

ture to its environment (cu1tura11 y defined) are the areas 

of cu1tura1-eco1ogica1 inquiry. Other factors, particu1ar1y 

interaction with other social systems, are ana1ysed in terms 

of traditiona1 concepts o f social anthropo1ogy. Whi1e 01ive r's 

(1968) study has revea1ed ,the importance of cultural heri -

tage, it hasa1so raised the prob1em of the definition of en-

vironment. Barth (1968) has included interacting ethnie 

groups as part of the environment, therefore capable of ana1-

ysis with the cu1tural-ecological approach. Carstens (1969 : 95) 

has treated Khoikhoe (South Africa ) culture in terms of adapta-

tion to both the organic and superor g anic environment. For 

example, the church, as a social institution "had the direct 

effect of facilitatin g adaptation to the natural habitat at 

the level ta ~.,hich it has been loc ally exp loited" (Carst ens 

1969:99). 

Drift as a factor in exp1aining differences in social 

organization from an assumed cultur al herita ge was postulated 

by Damas (1969b) for the Central Eskimo, where re g ional var-

iations were found in g roup composition, leadership, k inship, 

marriage practices, uncle-aunt terns, and cro ss- sex cousin 

terms (D amas 1969: 47). These diff ere nces were inexplicable 

solely in terms of adaptation to the exploitative pattern. 

Summarizin g his study, Damas (1969c: 168) wrote: 

••• there is a peculiar situ a tion in the Eskimo 
area where one people shari ng a comnon heritage 



has spread, relatively recently, over a large, 
very sparse1y populated area. This condition is 
unfavourable for intergroup contact, which in 
t ur n en cou r a,g,.e s ma r r i ag e ' ",1 sol a tes • • • Con dit ion s 
of isolat~~n deve10p verj quickly. If there ls 
any situation that encourages cultural drift, it 
would be this one. 

Rogers (1969a,b) discusses the importance of a cult-

ural factor - witchcraft - among the Cree and Ojibwa in de-

termining group size and sett1ement patterns, overriding 

strictly eco1ogical factors such as the distribution of 

game (cf . Rogers 1969a: 35). 

Diffusion as a factor in exp1aining the presence of 

seemingly anomalous social features h~s been overe~phasized, 

according to Damas (1969b : 58) and Rogers (1969b: 165), the 

former writing (Damas 1969b: 58): 

In order to assess more fully the role of histor y 
in social anthropolo gy, the focusshould shift 
from an exclusive concern with diffusion. 

As a summary ofhistorical factors, Ro g ers (1 969b: 

165) wrote: 

••• we are confronted with the problem of tr y in g 
ta isolate soci al features wh ich do not seem to be 
explic able in ecological terms. For example, if 
a simil a r social feature is found in several habi­
tats, it could indicate a co nmon heritage. More­
over, if the feature is assumed to be non-adaptive 
in on e or more of the hab it ats, we could assume 
that cultur al l a~ is operatin g . Furthermore, if 
diverse social features occur in a uni f orm 
environme nt, they would not appear to be ecolo g ically 
deter mined. If, for inst ance, the re is a social 
feature that appears in different forms and if on 
the margins of the area there is a contact with a 
sirnilar s ocial feat u re, then difftision could be 
indic ated; and if there is no evidence for such 
cont act, divcr ~ cnt drift could be the postulated 
reason. 



4. 

1. ii. Diffusion 

Although diffusion may have been overemphasized in 

earlier approaches to the study of cultural distributions, 

it is still a useful device for tracing the origins of 

cultural features. The Carrier lndians of British Columbia, 

geographically intermediate between coastal and interior 

cultures (Plateau and Athabascan), represent an example 

where diffusion was paramount in the formation of certain 

aspects of social organization. An analysis of these will 

follow, after a presentation of sorne earlier views on the 

relationship between environment and culture, in which 

diffusion played an important theoretical part. 

Hissler's (1926a: 55-56) "culture area" concept ~.,as 

an early attempt to establish a relationship between 

environment and culture: 

Our definition of the culture t ype shoul d be 
understood as a meth od of classi fication by which 
culture s the ms elve s can be gro uped, b ut the 
culture type has its g eo g ra phy, since it app ears 
that a trait cO~Dlex is not to be found scattered 
at rando~ up and down a continent , b ut localize d . 
or in clusters it follows that the se g regation 
of cultures of the same type wi ll form a ge ogra phica l 
area, characterized by that type. 

and furth er that: 

••• the true culture area is. a succession of 
distribution zon es encirclin g a nucleus and that 
this center is the point of dispersal fron which 
trait com p l exes are diffused. (Wissler 1 92 6a: 28) 

Specifie trait complexes were often based upon natural 

resources and climatic conditibn s (Wissler 192 6a: 314), but: 



In general it seems that the part played by the 
environment in the development of culture con­
sists in deciàing as to what May or may not become 
a part of human experience, but that among the 
experiences it makes possible is a wide range ••• 

5 • 

In another work, Wissler (1926b) posited the environ-

ment as a dynamic factor in the formation and distribution 

of culture traits. Wissler (1926b: 218) felt that his study 

had revealed"a coincidence of aboriginal life habits, faunal 

intensity, floral status, and climatic conditions." In work 

that predates Steward's (1936) initial formulations on the 

relationship between culture and exploitative pattern, Wissler 

(1926b: 217, 221) wrote that the basic resources c~osen as 

the chief sustenance deterrnined the extent of the culture 

type, or the distribution of the constituent traits. From an 

initial conclusion that social features were distributed in 

the same manner as material phenomena ( Wis sler 1926b: 115-11 6) , 

Wissler (1926b: 213) wrote that each distinctive geographical 

area supported a different type of Indian culture. Also, 

for a well-defined eco1 0g ical area, culture area and centers 

of distributions for the constituent traits will fall in the 

heart of the ecological area ( Wiss1er 1926b: 216). 

However, the extent of this determinism is that abund-

ant resources result in a "rich culture" (\.J issler 1926b: 218 ), 

but there seems to be no attempt to posit, as Steward (1 936) 

did , that a certain type of exploitativepattern will determine 

a certain type of social organization (for example, the patri-
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lineal band). Wissler's main tenet seems to be that "it is 

in the nucleus of the ecological center that a type of abori-

ginal culture is at its best" (Wissler 1926b: 219). The ex-

act form taken by a culture in a particular ecological area 

1s unclear from Wissler's work, but once established, the 

mechanism of diffusion will spread social and cultural pheno-

mena to the ~extend of a geographical area (Wissler 1926b: 221-

222) • 

Dixon (1928: 8) criticized this latter overemphasis 

of the significance of environmental factors and Wi ssler's 
~ 

attempt to show that every culture is the direct result of 

the total environmental influence of the region (Dixon 1928: 

22). The environment was only one factor in what Dixon (1 928: 

271) cal1ed the fabric of a culture - the warp ("local trnits 

arisin g out of their cultural herita g e by adaptation or dis-

covered and invented by their own genius and correlated in 

some degree often with the environment." ) and the ,,,eft ("exo-

tic traits brought by diffusion"). Environment was generally 

permissive, not I:1andatory (Dixon 192 8 : 13), with culture con-

tent a factor of g eogr a phical position, population d ensit y , 

and receptiveness to di f fus ed p heno me n a (Dixon 192 8 : 275). 

Diffusion was primary - within the limits of its own culture 

area - and secondary - beyond the limits of its own culture 

area (Dixon 1928: 59, 106), and: 

It is the requi s it e for the a doption of a new trait 
that it shall b e commensurat e with the culture of 



the group, and shall not entail for its success­
fuI use the many concomitant changes and readjust­
ment of other elements in the people's life. 
(Dixon 1928: 61) 

This latter view is a recurrent theme (Sapir 1916: 

passim; Steward 1949: 674); Le., the acceptance or rejec-

tion of diffused elements was contingent upon local poten-

tialities, which were a function of the local ecology, de-

7 • 

fined by Steward (1949 : 674) as "the interaction of environ-

ment, exploitative devices, and socio-economic habits." 

Kroeber's (1939) study of the relation between cult-

ura1 and natural areas was inconc1usive in the main, for each 

culture is conditioned by environmental and cultural factors 

(Kroeber 1939: 3, 205; 1948: 785). Culture change due ta 

environmentul changes has been overemphasized, according ta 

Kroeber (1948: 388), and the· "total part played by diffusion 

in human culture is almost incredibly great" (Kroeber 194 8 : 

412). However, Kroeber (1948: 416 - 418) emphasizes the i1!1por-

tance of the existing social structure and value system as 

a fil ter for the incorporation of diffused elements. 

The concept of diffusion was an inte gra l heuristic 

device to account for the distribution of cultural traits 

over a geographical area; however, little differentiation was 

made in early studies as to whether there was a differenti al 

diffusion of cultural versus social features. For example, 

can one utiliz e the conce pt s of culture area and diffusion to 

e~plain the dist r ibution s of h6use types and kinship systems? 
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Murdock (1949: 196) expressed the view that "forms of social 

organization seem singu1ar1y impervious to diffusion;" a 

view expressed again (Murdock 1955) to suggest that migration, 

not diffusion , accounted for matri1iny among interior Athabas-

can groups. However, Driver and Massey (1957) feel that 

their survey has shown that both social and cultural pheno -

mena are open t o diffusion. Eggan (1955) also endorses the 

ecological approach as opposed to historical: eg., social 

structure is no more subject to ready borrowing than linguis-

tic structures (Eggan 1955: 494); Plains seasonal alteration 

between band and tribal camp-circle is re1ated to e~ological 

factors, especially the movement of buffa10 ( Egga n 1955: 513, 

518); the northeast Algon kian social gradient lS related to 

the eco1ogica1 gradient (Eggan 1955: 524) • . Hurdock (1969) 

fe1t that relative i mmunity from the in flue nces of diffu sio n 

was assured b y choosing no two societies whose geographical 

centres were not more th an 200 miles apart. But, as Vayda 

(1969: 210) has suggested, pheric distance is as import ant 

as geographica1 distance. 

Steward (19 55: 30) wrote that cultural ecology must 

supp1ant the historical app roach to understand the dynamics 

of a culture, with a cul ture type: 

••• co nceived as constellations of core feat ures 
which arise out of environmen tal adap t ati ons and 
which reprcsent sim ilar 1evels of integr a tion. 
(St eward 1955: 37) 

U t i 1 i z i n g St e ,.;r a rd' s ( l 9 5 5: 3 7) cul t ure cor e ( Il • • • the con ste Il a -
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tian of features which are most clearly related to subsistence 

activities and economic arrangements.") and secondary features 

(" ••• determined to a greater extent by purely cultural histor-

ica! factors.") dichotomy, secondary features would seem to 

be most easily analysed by an historical approach. However, 

if the culture core is relevant for a particular culture in 

a particular" environment, no single class of primary and se-

condary features is applicable to aIl cultures, so that what 

is primary for one group may be secondary for an adjacent 

group, either because of environmental or historica1 differences. 

Therefore, as Damas (1969a: 4) suggests: 

core: 

The intrusion of historical factors must thus be 
acknowled ged as providin g the possibility of over­
riding the ecological consid era tions and influenc­
ing our comparative work in cultural ecology. 

McFeat (1969: 244) suggested that a culture is aIl 

••• in which the co mmuni ty pattern and the settlernent 
patterns and aIl their a spects are s pe cificall y 
adapted to se rvice a func tion relative to the environ­
mental pattern. 

It seems that Bicchieri (1969) approached most closel y 

this orientation, in which everything is ecolo g ically adaptive. 

For example, Bi cchieri ( 1969: 166) wrote that in East Africa, 

the Dorobo have acquired the formalized class system (koret) 

of the neighbouring Nand i, according to one anthropologist, 

but: 

Close cultural -ecolo g ica l analysis suggests that 



even though the Dorob o have adopted the overall 
koret terminolog y a n d struct u re, they have, never­
theless, adapted it ta their 'cultural core', 

Steward's (1936: 331) " patr ilineal band " is, accord-

ing to McFeat (1969: 244) a cu ltural type, a mode of adapta-

tion, and a level of integration, and "it mos t definitely 

cannot be an evolving culture" (HcFeat 1969: 244), for it 

represents: 

••• the perfect unit for survival bec ause it is 
locked in a stable cnvironment to which it must 
adjust directly. (HcFeat 1969: 244 ) . 

McFeat (1969: 246) made the interesting observation 

that the relationship between primary and secondary features 

10. 

is one of tension, with chan ges first occurring in the secon-

dary features. 

If we accept both Steward's model o f co re and secon-

dary features as part o f a unity, -i.e., a 'cu lture,' and HcFeat's 

model of core-secondary tension resulting in change, then it 

is obvious that a strict cultur al-e cological approach that 

sees on ly adapta tion renders sterile the apparently dynamic 

aspect of secondary features, and thus the importance o f his-

torical factors. In summary, if a feature 1s adaptive to the 

exploitative pattern, it is ecological; if non-adaptive in 

that sense, then the explanation is in the realm of historical 

or idealogical factors, and thus a search for origins is justi-

fied (c f. Damas 1 969c: 1 7 2). 
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The above pages have presented some studies that 

have dealt with features of society that were explicable 

with reference to non-ecological factors, togethe~ with 

some views on the relationship between environment and 

culture, where diffusion was an important factor. As a 

heuristic device, diffusion may have been over-e mphasized 

in earlier w6rks, but the concept is useful for understand-

ing similarities of culture between adjacent groups. An 

example of this is the Carrier Indians of British Columbia, 

who are in a marginal area, i.e., characterized by a culture 

complex which combines traits of two or more adjoining cult-

ures (Goldenweiser 1937: 447). 

The Western or Cordillera Athabascans represented an 

example, according to SteHard (1936: 342), 'vhere "ecolo gica l 

condition s favor patriline al or composite bands," but diffu-

sion from the coast: 

••• has been so gr e at that not onl y muc h ma terial 
culture, bu t caste systems, potlatching, a nd ma r­
ginal clans and moi et ie s have been intro du ced to 
man y g r 0 u p s. ( Ste Ivar d 1 9 3 6: 3 4 0 ) 

This transfor ma tion wa s effected among the Carriers, Babines, 

Chilcoti ns, and oth ers, through matrilocal resi de nce and 

matriline~1 property rights (St ewa rd 1936: 340), wh ich fits 

into Murdock's (19 49: 221) mode1 of chan ge , except that for 

Hurdock (1 949: 22 1), an initial chan ge in the division of 

labour wélS a prime moyer. But Steward (1955: 174 ) felt that 

neither t he habitat nor the tec hnclogy had ch anged durin g the 



transformation from composite bands to a matrilineal moiety 

system. This transformation was possible because of the 

possession of salmon streams (Steward 1955: 174), although 

a quantitative difference in different streams affected the 

"quantitative basis of potlatching" (Steward 1960: 737). 

For the Carriers, SteHard (1955: 175) wrote: 

Adop~ion of the moiety-pot1atch pattern meant 
a major revo1ution in Carrier s ociet y , but it 
did not, as far as l can ascertain, require any 
changes in e xp loitative technology. 

12. 

To Steward (1 95 5: 174), this transformation made clear 

that the "cultural eco1ogy allow~d a certain latitude in the 

range of possible t ypes; " and tvas an example tvh ere historical 

factors, in this cas e diffusion, supersc de d eco1ogica1 factors 

in the selection of feat ures of social or gan ization. 

Sapir (195 8 : 4 1 6 ) stre s sed that acceptance of a borrow-

ed feature t-las contin g ent upon a " p igeonhole of culture ready 

to receive it." For the Athabas c ans, Hurdo ck (1955: 86), de 

Laguna (1971: 22), and HcC1ellan (1 964 ) felt that there already 

was sorne sort of matrilineal sib system (or tendency) prior 

to coastal influences. 

The followin g study will analyse the historical deter-

minants of the so ci al organization of the Carrier Indians, re-

lating the me ch anisns of diffusion and the distribution o f 

co astal ele ments into existin g social structures. 



2. THE CARRIER IEDIANS 

The Carrier Indians are an Athabascan-speaking 

people united only by a common language and culture, con-

sisting of twelve subdivisions grouped into three main 

divisions on dialect similarities, but each of which existed 

as as separa"te entity (Horice 1905: 190). Each subdivision 

was comprised of a number of villages,l ranging from two to 

five in number (morice 1893: 27). Each division named itself 

after a geographical feature - eg., "people down against the 

island" (Horice 1893: 25). Ray (1939: 15) termed t ,hese sub-

divisions independent bands of villages. The village sites 

and structures were permanent, but actual occupation was only 

for part of the year, usually during the fall salmon runs, and 

into the ea rly win ter as lon g as the supplies of dried salmon 

and fire wood held out. 

The following table lists the Carrier subdivisions as 

per Duff for 1850 (B.C. Atl as of Resources 1956: ;'!ap 12): 

Table 1 Carrier Subdivisions 

A. Babines: 1. Na t ao te n ( Bab ine Lake) 
2. Hwitsiwoten ( Bu lkley River) 

B. Upper Carri ers: 1 . Tachhloten ( Tak la Lake ) 
2. Ne cosliwoten (Stu art Lake) 
3. Tanoten (Pr in ce George) 
4. Tachhloten 
5. Nulkhloten 
6. ~at lio ten (~raser Lake) 
7. Cheslatta 

1 cf. Appendix, Note l, for population figures. 

13. 
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C. Lower Carrier: 1. A1katcho 
2. Kluskoten 
3. Nazkoten 
4. Tauten 

Detai1ed ethnographies are 1acking for most of the 

groups, except the Hwitsiwoten (Jenness 1943), Necosliwoten 

(Morice), Alkatcho (Go1dman 1940, 1941, 1953), and some 

distribution lists for the Tauten (Ray 1942). Scattered 

references to the other groups appear in the literature. 

Habitat and Resources 

1. Climatic Regi on 

The Carrier Indians occupy a fairly uniform c1imati~ 

region, the Central Interior of British Columb ia rough1y be-

tween 53 0 and 55 0 latitude, with sorne territory extending 

into the Northern Inte~ior. The sou~hern exten~ ot the Car-

riers coincides closely with the northern boundar y of the 

South~est Interior Plateau re gi on. The western and eastern 

boundaries are marked b y the Coast and Rocky ~Iount ain ran ge s, 

respectively. .Listed below are the main features of the 

Central Interior and adj3cent regions (B.C. Atlas 195~: 21): 

Northern Int erior 

Lon g, cool winter; 
shor t, coo l summer; 
low annual precipi­
tation of west side 
of region in lee of 
coast mountains. 

Table 2 Cli na tic Rcz ions 

Central I nte rior 

General hu mid con­
ditions; cool, ' 
short sum~e rs, 4-5 
months below 32° F ; 
summe r frostiess 
period i s often 
short and unre­
liable. 

So uth wes t Interi or 

Driest and hotte s t 
part of provi nc e; 
pre ci pitation 
ge ner ailv 1ess t han 
20 " annuaII y ; se mi­
arid; s evera i months 
below 32°F. 
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2. Blotie Region 

The eorrespondence between biotic region and extent 

of Carrier territory is less rigorous than the climatic 

region. The Lower Carriers are mainly in the Sub - alpin~ 

Forest; the Babines and Upp e r Carriers in Cariboo Parkland. 

Howevertas settlement was confined primaril y to rivers and 

lakes , t he Cariboo Par k land biotie re g ion is co rn mon to a large 

e xt en t t o a Il g rou p s. 

Table 3 Biotic Re g ion s (tro m B.e. Atlas 1 956 : 23) 

Cariboo Parkland 

Annual 
Preci n. 
15 -20 " 

Sub -a l p i ne Fo r est 40- 5 0 " 

Te mpe r atu re 
?-r in. ~fax • 
.) - 10 70- 75 

-1 0 - 5 68- 70 

1 Climax vegetati on und er li ned. 

1;' 1 l • o r a 
As pe n, lo dgenolenine , 
Dou g l a s fi r, c ot to n­
woo d , Si t k a aId e r . 

Faun a 
~fars h Hren , ye l l ou­
hea ded b l a c kb i rd , 
rudd y d uc k , ba ld pa t e , 
moose, co y ote. 

F l ora 

En g l enann snruce, 
al pine fir, \! h ite­
b a r ked pine , lo dg e ­
pol e pine , aspen , 
blu ebe rr y , nountai n 
azal ea . 

F a u na 

Rusty blackhird, 
Canada jay , Franklin 
gr ouse, mo untain 
ca r i bo u, mo un tain 
g o at . 



Annua1 
Preeip. 

Temperature 
Min. Max. 
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Flora 

Alpine Aretie 

Fauna 

Ptarmigan, eag1e, 
marmot, ground­
squirreI, pika. 

Variations in resourees are due in large ta the 

drainage systems and mountains (if uti1ized) . The Babines are 

in the Skeena River drainage; the Upper Carriers and most of 

the Lower Carriers are in the Fraser River drainage (See Map 

3) . Sorne of the Lower Carriers uti1ize the drainage systems 

of the Bella Coola and Dean Rivér systems (Go1d ma n 1941: ,401; 

MeIIwraith 1948 1: 18). The Skeena River sal mo n runs, beeause 

of the proximity to the sea as eompared ta the upper Fraser 

River area, are more abundant than the latter (Steward 1960: 

737). The time of aggregatibn into vi llages is a factor of 

the time of the salmon runs. 

This quantitative .differenee of the different sal mon 

streams is borne out by a Hudson's Bay Co mpany repo rt of 

1827 (quo ted in J ackson 1953: 24): 

... this quantit y ( of soekeye obtained from Stuart 
and Fras e r Lake s, b ath on t he Fraser Ri v e r drain­
age syst em ) i s s a v e r y trifl ing t ha t we (i.e., 
H.B.C.) may n ow c onside r t he who 1 e di st r i ct is 
depend e nt up on t h e Bab ines ( Bab ine Lake , Sk eena 
River drain ag e) f or support throughout t he wint e r. 

Large game were rel a tivel y un a bundant, a nd sma11 a ni-

mals provided the bu1k of meats unti1 moose and carib ou ine-

reased in the mid - 1800's ( Wi ld1ife Rev i ew 1970:2 8 ). Lin guis-

tiea11y. Mariee (1932: 99) mentioned the paueit y of term s for 



17. 

caribou, and that the Carrier terms for rooose and caribou 

were derived from : the Sekani. In 1833, McLean, at Stuart Lake, 

stressed the importance of rabbits as a food source, and 

described the avai1ab1e game as beavers, bear, " a chance 

moose or reindeer sometimes found, not much mountain sheep, 

but abundant marmot" (HcLean 1932: 174). In 1806, Fraser, at 

Fraser Lake~ wrote (Fraser 1960: 236): 

••• we have nothin g to expect but dry salmon 
which is bad stuff; there are no large animaIs 
except carruban (sic) which is too sly for us. 
Though there are plenty of fish in the 1ake at 
certain seasons of the y ear there are none caught 
at present on account of the water being too high, 
so it is with great difficulty that we procure 
dry carp and Roes, which the lndians catch ' in 
sma11 1akes. 

While the Bu lkley Carriers (Hwitsiwoten) and Alkatcho 

had access to mounta in sheep, as weIl as sorne caribou 

(Jenness 1934: 153; Goldman 19 40 : 351), the overall pattern 

was of fishing, huntin g and sna r in g of smal1 game , and utili-

zation of roots for food. The spectre of starvation was a 

constant theme throu gh out the area (Jenness 1943: 532; Go1dman 

1940: 351), wh ich wa s alleviated to a certain extent by 

visiting other Carrier vil l ages ( Fraser 1960: 253) or c oasta l 

groups, such as the Niska (J enness 1943: 4 7 9 ) or Bclla Coola 

(Go1 dman 1940: 339) - an important factor in the adoption of 

coasta1 features. 

A1tl1ou g h t here were sorne re g ional variations,l the 

1 
Sorne of the Lo we r Carriers 

dogs to run down deer (Gold man 1940: 
us e d 
351; 

deer surrounds or 
Fraser 1960: 127). 
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overa11 subsistence pattern was simi1ar. Techno1ogy a1so was 

fair1y uniform (cf Morice 1893: 43-48; 84-91), with, for 

examp1e, different types of fishing equipment re1ated to the 

depth, width, and speed of the water f10w in rivers, streams, 

etc. 

The greatest regiona1 differences were expressed through 

features of social organization, which were more contingent 

upon diff e r ~ntial interaction with other groups than exploit ­

ative patterns ~~, i.e., the most important extracultural 

factor was not the environ ment, but other social s y stems. This 

becomes evident from an e x amination of records of migrations, 

intermarria g e, etc. 



3. ATHABASCAN MATRILINY 

The question of the origin and spread of matriliny in 

the northwestern area of North America has pro~uced divergent 

views. Swanton (1905: 670-671) suggested that matriliny or-

iginated at the mouths of the Skeena and Nass rivers and was 

spreading iniand, north, and south at the time offirst con-

tact. An old world origin for matriliny was posited by 

Birket -Smith and deLaguna (1938), a view elaborated by Murdock 

(1955: 86), who felt that conditions in neither the northwest 

coast nor the adjacent interior were conducive to the "emer-

gence of the matrilineate," and postulated that the ancestors 

of the Nadenes (Athabascan s ) entered the new wor1d wi th rem-

nants of an old matrilineal organization, which was lost by 

those" tribes that migrated eastVlard. Those that remained in 

the we.st retained the old sys tem, and the Eyak, Tlingit , and 

Haida elaborated it, with diffusion to the Tsimshian and 

Haisla (Norther n Kwaki utl). Druc ke r (1963: 198) suggests that 

a1thou gh northVlest Athabascan matrilineal organization repres-

ents coastal influence, "th e opposite may be tru e ." " 

lackin g t~e basic econo my to evo1ve th e m indep e n de nt1y" Dr i v e r 

and Massey (1957: 435) felt that there was little evidence 

that the northern Athabascans would have evolved matrilin ea 1 

descent without coastal contact. 

The ecolo g ical perspectivi appears in St ewa rd's (1936, 

1955) eva1uation of the problem. 
19. 

Ste\\Tar'd (1955: 176) concluded 
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that the ecological factors among the western Cordillera 

Athabascans l "permitted sufficient latitude in the basic social 

structure to make diffusion a major determinant." A 'band' 

organization was thus replaced with a system of "matrilineal 

moieties" (SteHard 1955: 174), which diffused from the coasta1 

Tsimshian and T1ingit due to the surplus wealth from salmon 

(Steward 1955: 176). 

In considering the question of whether the Kaska, 

Tahltan, and Carrier have coastal-inf1uenced or coasta1-derived 

matrilineal sib systems, HcC1e1lan (1964: 8) suggests that the 

former may be va1id. The antiquity of matri1ineal exogamous 

kin groups among the western Athabascans is stressed in a re-

cent (un publis hed) pa per by de La g una (1971), with matri1iny 

"antedating the ear1ier migration of the Nadene T1in g it and 

Haida ta their coasta1 homes" ( de La g una 1971: 65). de Laguna 

further su gge sts that a1thou gh the crest syst em is a co asta l 

feature: 

The e1aboration o f sib c e r eQ oni a 1i sD on the North- . 
west co as t has blinded ba t h in te rior peop1e s and 
ethno1 0gists int o accepting the crest svstem as 
the most important feat ure whi c h indicates th e origin 
a nd direction ·61 diffusion of the ent ire co mp1ex 
situation. 

Lane (1 953 : 16) has als o suggested that the emphasis on 

northw est coast features in the int erio r of Brit is h Colu mbi a 

obscure s other aspe cts of th e in t erio~ cultu res . Rem ini scent 

1 Carrier, Babine, 
and Kut chin ( Steward 1955: 

Chilcotin, Tsetsaut, Tahltan, Kaska , 
177; with data from Jenness 1932). 
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of Service (1962), de Laguna (1971: 65 ) suggests that the 

origin of moieties, originally a " dual arrangement of o p po-

sites", is the result of the linking of small, scattered bands 

(in the interior) by cross-cousin marriage (cf. Egg an 1 9 55: 

538-542) and perpetuated by reciprocal obligations. 

McClellan (1965: 10) suggests that protohistoric 

crade between coastal and interior groups reinforced Athaba-

scan matriliny by enhancing both sib consciousnes s and sib 

ranking at potlatches, altho u gh Driver (1969: 292) notes t h at 

in the Yukon sub-arctic, band leaders tended to inh erit t he ir 

positions patrilaterally, "in spite of the presence of matri-

lineal moieties in most localities." (HcCle lla n' s (1964: 10 ) 

implicit suggestion of latent Athabascan matriliny is reicer-

ated by Spencer and Jennin g s (1965: 163), who write: 

It is true that the interior Athabascans were 
receptive to materna I organization by virtue 
of the special residence and marital patt e rns 
they possessed, unilineal organization bein g 
implicit in their particularized system. 

This "im plicit " unilineal organization was structured 

only after in fluences from the coast (Spence r and Jenning s 

1 965: 163). However, Spencer and Jennings (1965: 1 62 ) base 

their generalisations on an assumpt i on of a uxorilocal-matri-

local residence pattern for the Athabascans, with a child 

belonging to his mother's band. 

A recent st udy by Alle n (1971) conclu ded that t he h i g h 

degree of correlation between trade routes and sibs in the 

northwest indicated a coastal origin for northern Athabascan 
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matri1inea1 sibs. Other recent vie~s tend to favour a coasta1 

origin t with diffusion in1and (cf. Honigmann 1954; Slobodin 

1962; Ba1ikci 1963; Ing1is 1970). 



4. SOURCES 

The main source of material on the Carriers is the 

work of Father Morice, O.M.I., spanning a period of fifty 

years from about 1880 ta 1930 (see bibliography). However, 

vo1uminous as his works are, there is litt le analysis of 

cultural differencesbetween Carrier groups, and a tendency 

ta generalize from Stuart Lake Carrier data . Jennes ,s (1943) 

provides substantial material on the western Carriers, based 

on fieldwork in 1924-25; Hackler (1958) presents sorne data on 

Babine Lake Carrier social organization (fieldwork1956)~ and 

the A1katcho Carrier are weIl documented b y Go1dman (19 40, 1941, 

1953) . Julian Steward worked among the Stuart Lake Carri e r 

~n 1940, but no detai1ed account has y et been pub1ished . 

Oth er Carrier gr oups have not been co ve red in any g reat detai1; 

for examp1e, Ray's (1942) Lower Carrier Culture Element Dis t -

ribution is based on a sole infor ma nt from Fort A1exandria. 

Historica1 documentation exists for the Stuart Lake 

Carrier, from the j ourna 1 s of Fraser, 1 8 06 (1 960 ); Har mon , 

1810-25 (1903, 1957); and HcLean , 1 8 32 (1932). Ogden (1 85 3) 

has infor ma tion on Stuart and Babine 1akes; HcGi11ivray, 1827 

(19 47) describe s the Carr iers tradin g into Fort Alexandri a on 

the Fraser River. 

Hateria1 from nei ghbouring :giou,ps is primarily from 

Mcl1 wraith (19 48 ) for th e Be lla Cool a; OIson (1 940 ) , Hai s 1a; 

Barbeau (19 29 ), Gitksan; Sap ir (191 5) , Niska ; Jenne ss (1 93 7 ), 

23. , 
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Sekani; and Lane (1953), for the Chi1cotin. Materia1 culture 

is not treated in OIson (1940), Barbeau (1929), or Sapir (1915); 

Lane's (1953) study is by far the most comprehensive of any 

of the above, with an emphasis on the culture area affiliation 

of the Chi1cotin. 

No complete comparative ana1ysis of Carrier culture 

has been done, except for Go1dman'~ (1941) paper on A1katcho 

crest groups. The question of whether the Carriers be10ng 

ta the Interior Pl at eau culture area a1so remains a moot point 

(cf Lane 1953; Ray 1939) . 



5. SUGGESTED AREAS OF RESEARCH 

Boas ( 1940: 331) fe1t in 1910 that ethno1ùgical work 

in northern British Columbia ( and e1sewhere in the sub -arctic ) 

might revea1 a 'pristine' ty pe of social organization, with 

the Athaba s cans occup y in g a "peculiar place" among North Amer­

ican t ri b es bec a use of the ir mi g r a t i o n s and a daptations to 

different social conditions . An historical anal y sis would 

revea1 basic patterns, eg., that totemis m and matriliny had 

been adopted b y tribes of British Columbia previous1 y on a 

"p a ter n al" 1 e v e 1 ( Boa s 1 9 4 0 : 3 3 6 , 3 3 9 ) . 

The former i mportan c e of interacti o n bet ween th e 

Kwakiutl spea k i ng Ha i s l a ( Kit ima t, Kema no -Ki t lo pe ) a nd ,,,estern 

Carrier groups, especial1 y the Cheslatta a nd Bul k ley Carrie r s , 

has b ee n b rou gh t up b y Jenness ( 1943 : 48 0 -8 1), Du ff (1 951 : 29) , 

Hackl e r (1 9 5 8 : 7), and Lopa t i n (n.d.: 15 6-5 7). J e nnes s (1 943 : 

481) felt that a compari sc n o f t he so ci a l organiza t i o ns of the 

Kitim a t a nd Ca rri e r mi ght i n dic a t e s i mil ari ti es du e to histo r i ­

cal conn e ction s. 

Alth ough t here is common agreement concern i ng the in­

flu e nc e of c o asta1 gr ou ps o n Carrier c u lture, little det ai 1 is 

put fo rth on t he a ctu a l mechanisms inv o1 ved . Th e actu al re-

lat i on s an d mecha ni sms of in t eraction wil l be dea 1 t wi th in 

this p aper, ut i li zi n g t h e me t ho d en u ncia t ed by Sap ir ( 1916, in 

Ma nd e1baum ( ed. ) 1958: 389-462 ) . 

25. 



6. INFLUENCES ON CARRIER CULTURE 

It has been suggested that Athabascans in genera1 

have a high receptivity to the adoption of features from 

neighbouring cultures (Morice 1905: 197; Goldman 1941: 396), 

with the Carriers as an example(Morice 1892: 114-115). 

Sevéral areas of influence on the Carriers have been 

outlined. According to Jenness (1929: 22), the Gitk~an, 

Kitimat, and Bella Coola changed almost every aspect of 

Carrier culture, e x cept for the language and the relative 

impo rtance attached to hunting rather than fishin~. This 

tenacity of language retention has also been noted by Mori ce 

(1905: 198). Jenness (1929: 23-24) has outlined the se q uence 

of Carrier change as follows: 

1. Reor ganization of the social s ys tem. 
2. Migrator y hunting life pa rtly superseded by 

fixe d h ab itations at favourable fishing 
loc ations. 

3. Cha nge from a "loose structure" to a "ri gid 
clan system" of nobles, commoners, and slaves. 

4. Multif amily clan dwel1in g s. 
5 . Matrilineal descent replaced patri1inea1. 
6. St atus of wome n remained unchan ge d. 

The Babines, Carriers ( Stuart Lake), and ,,'estern 

"Nah anis" adopted " matriarchy " from the coast Indians C'lorice 

1905: 201); Babines and Carriers copied cre ma tion and funeral 

poles from the Gitks a n ( Morice 1905: . 199); the Stua rt Lake 

Carri er derived their north wes t coast pa~t er n u1timate1 y from 

the Gitksan ( Steward 19 6 0: 733); a nd the social organization 

of the Alkatcho was influenced indirectly by the Gitksan (fro m 

26. 
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the upper Carrier) and directly by the Bella Coola (Goldman 

1941: 396). Gitksan influences also extended to some of the 

Sekani (Jenness 1937: 47; Goldman 1941: 396). 

Steward (1960: 735) emphasizes that the introduction 

of coa.:;tal patterns among the Carriers took place "without 

any ch a nge whatever in exploitative technology or local 

resources," representing a case ~here ecological factors 

a110wed a range of social organization. 

~ . . "' .. 

. . ..,. 
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7. RELATIONS OF THE CARRIERS AND THEIR NEIGHBOURS 

Different Carrier groups interacted with 0ther inter-

ior groups, Athabascan and non-Athabascan, and coastal and 

river g~oups such as the Bella Coola, Haisla, and Tsimshian, 

in varying degrees of intensity. An analysis of the main 

patterns of "interaction is presented be10w. 

7.i. Carrier - Shuswap 

The Shuswap name for the Carriei~ was yu'nana; for 

the Chilcotin, pesqa'qEnEm,"denta1ia peop1e lf (Boas 1890: 632; 

Dawson 1891: 5). In turn, the Shuswa p s were 1abe11ed ana by 

the Chilcotins (Lane 1953: 74) and atna by the Carriers 

(Fraser 1960: 64 ), bath variants of the Ath abascan term for 

strangers. 

Cont acts between the Carriers and the Shuswaps seem 

1arge~ y motivated by tr ade (Bo as 1890: 637), an d ma in1 y in-

volved the sou th-eastern Carriers, Ta utens or Ta1kotin, 

who gathered a10ng the Fraser River for the fall sa1mQn run s 

(Har mo n 1957: 174), and t he north-western groups of th e Shu-

swaps proper, su-qu apaq (Bo as 1890) or shoo-wha-oa-mooh 
h 

(Da ws on 1 89 1). This l at t er group occupied an area th at ex-

tend e d north ta the Quesne l Lakes - " .. • a 1though sa few Indians 

inh abi t or hunt in that r eg ion that it is difficu1t ta fix the 

1imit exac tl y " (D a\.;son 1 89 1: 5) > ta Soda Creek on the Fraser 

Riv er, and west of the Fraser with huntin g grounds extendin g 

ta Hancevil1e a nd villa ges at Riske Creek and ten miles up the 
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Chilcotin River (Lane 1953: 75) (cf. Map 6). 

Boas (1890: 643, fn. 1) fe1t that the mourning cer­

emonies of the Shuswaps ref1ected Carrier influence. In 1808, 

Fraser (1960: 64) met a group of "Toohowtins and Atnaughs" in 

the vicinity of Soda Creek; i.e., Tautens and Shuswaps. Smith 

(1912: 482) indicates that Carriers acted as midd1emen for 

materia1 re~ching the Shuswaps from posts at Fraser Lake and 

Stuart Lake from 1806 until 1821, when Fort Alexandria was 

established at the Talkotin fishing site of ~tella on the 

Fraser River. McGillivray's Fort Ale~andria Report of 1827 

(1947: 190) lists the groups trading into the post of Fort 

A1exandria as the Klouskers (Carriers of Kluskus Lakes; 

Kluskotin)~ Bear Lake Indians or Na skotins, Chilcotins, and 

Talkotins, the latter residing y ear-round at the post. The 

Atnahs or Chin Indians (Shuswap) however, were trading in the 

Tho m p son Ri ver are a, " ~.: h e r eth e y b u y go a d s atm 0 der a tep r i ces" 

(McGillivr ay 1947: 202). 

In genera1, relations between the Carriers and Shuswaps 

seem slight a nd post-Hudson 's Bay Compan y ; one Fraser River 

Carri er summing up hi s view of the Shusw a ps ta Mackenzie (1902: 

149) as "a very malignant race, who liv ed in la rge subterran­

ean recesses." 

7.ii. Carrier - Chilcotin 

Traditi ona1 r~lations between the Carriers and Chil­

catin s are summed up by Lane (1 953: 63) as slight, not espec­

ially friend1 y , a nd with litt le motivation for contact. Al-
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though there is considerable intermarriage at present 

(Goldman 1953: 6), informants told Lane (1953: 63) that in 

pre-white times, contact was much less. The Chilcotin 

believe that in earlier days they had little contact with 

the Alkatcho Carrier to the west (Lane 1953: 66), but in 

post-contact times some Chilcotin from Anahim Lake used to 

fish with the Alkatcho at Salmon Rouse on the Dean River. 

Lane (1953: 6 6) suggests that with the commencement of the 

fur trade on the coast, the Alkatcho may have moved from 

the Dotsa Lake region (to the north) to the Dean River in 

order to participate in the fur trade; Chilcotins ,then may 

have moved west to the Anahim Lake are a to avoid Alkatcho 

middlemen. It is interesting to note that the Chi1cotin 

regard the A1katcho and Dotsa Lake Indians as one group 

(Lan e 1953: 66). 

Contact was ov era1 1 li gh t, and confined to the 

Alkatcho, Kluskotin, Nasko tin, Tal k otin, a nd the sudin, 

around Prince Geor ge (L ane 1953: 63-73). Relations with 

the last t wo gro u ps we r e antag onistic af ter a Talkotin -

Chilcotin conflict at For t Alexa nd ria in 1 826 (L a ne 1 953: 72; 

McGillivr ay 1947: 216 ). Raids on the sud in may have been 

the cause of th e destruction of Chinl a c, which Mor ic e 

(190 4: 15) indicat es was destroyed b y Chilcotins ab out lï45. 

In surn, La n e (195 3 : 74) felt tha t s irnilar ities in culture 

were du e as mu ch to cornmon heritage as cont act . 
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Chilcotin and Shuswap influence on the Carriers, 

especially the Lower Carriers, seems .generally slight, with 

most interaction following the fur trade and the establishment 

of trading posts in the interior of British Columèia. 

7.iii Carrier - Bella Coola 

The Bella Coola terro for Carriers is At1ashinih, ac­

cording to DaHson and Tolmie (1884: 122B),1 and t?a' 'nsne 

(Lane 1953: 110); while aIl interior Indians are labe1led 

"Stick Indians" (Lane 1953: 114), which Lane (1953: 113-114) 

suggests has 1ed to McIlwraith's (1948: passim) lumping of 

Chilcotin and Carrier as 'Carrier.' Contact between the Bella 

Cool a and a group they calI the Xixais Indians of Ootsa Lake 

appears ta be frequent. Concerning the visit of a party of 

these Xixais to Kimsquit in the winter of 1840, i'1cIlwraith 

(1948 1: 357, fn. 81 ) wrote that it was impossible ta identifv 

this tribe, but: 

accordin g ta the Be lla Coola they are akin ta 
the Carriers, but have adopted t he use of totem­
po1es, kusiut ~2 nces and the sisao k ceremonial 
throu gh internar ria g e wit h coast al people of the 
Skeen a River. The ir home is said to be far to the 
riorth of Oo ts a Lake , bu t, as no Be ll a Coola has 
visited them, little relia b ility can be p1aced on 
this state ment. 

1 Salmon House, on the Dean River, was tcrrncd Ask~ta 
b y the Bell a Cool a ( :1 cIl ,\,' rai th 1 948 1: 15). The s im il a r it v 
of Da'\.J son and Tolmie's tern suggests that Atl 2 s hin i h means 
peopl e of Asklta o r Salmon House ( mih is a tr anscrip tion of 
the Salish sufr ix f or pe ople, mix)~ndicating limit ed Bella 
Coola - Carrier contact. 
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According ta OIson (1955: 344, fn. 57), xaixais 18 a 

Bella Bella ward for people of the 'down,' i.e., north, and 

although there i5 a coa5ta1 group along Royal Channel with this 

name, the group referred ta by the Bella Coola is 1ikely the 

Hwitsiwoten Carrier of the Bu1kley River, and may include the 

Cheslatta Carrier, wh o hunted in the Ches1atta - Ootsa Lake 

area (Duff 1951: 29). 

Bath the Alkatcho Carrier (Goldman 1953: 51) and the 

Chilcotin (Lane 1953 : 111) wintered in Bella Coola villages of 

the upper Bella Coola valley and the Kimsquits. Mcllwraith 

(1948 l: 17) wrote that the Bella Coola of the upper valley 

intermarried with the Carriers, but in conflicts with the 

Carriers, the people of the lower valley were scarcely 

affected (Hcllwraith 1948 l: 373). 1 

lt seems clear that the Alkatcho Carrier and 

Carri~rs from the Ootsa La k e area were in contact with the 

Bella Coola and Kimsquit by at least 1840. For other 

Carrier groups, especially those directly east of the 

Bella Coola, the period may be earlier. On Jul y 15, 1793, 

Mackenzie (1902: 231-233), t\.,o days before arriving at a 

Bella Coola villa g e, me t a party of five me n and their 

families who called themselves Ne g ui a Dinais ( Ntshaautin, 

accordin g ta Smith n.d. ), a Carrier band, who were on 

1 While Ncllwraith (1 9 48 l: 373) uses the term Carriers 
in this case, reference is made ta "the Carrie rs livin g eas t" 
of the Be lla Cool a, wh ich wo uld see m ta includ e the Chilcotin. 
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their way ta the Anah-voe Tesse or river ta trade. 

Mackenzie's (1902: 232-233) description of this party shows 

the extent of, and Carrier involvement in, the fur trade by 

1793: 

Every man, wornan, and chi1d carried a proportionate 
burden consisting of beaver coatin g , and parchment, 
as weIl as skins of the otter, the marten, the 
bear, the lynx, and dressed moose skins. l The 
latter the y procure from the Ro c ky Mountain ln­
diaris. 2 According to their own account, the people 
of the sea coast pre fer them to any other article. 

Nine days earlier, near Kluskus Lake, Mackenzie 

(1902: 209) had encountered a party of one man, two women, 

and six children. One of the man' s wive s Il t.,ras a native of 

the se a co a s t Il (H a c ken z i e 1902: 209); de cor a te d ~JÏ th 1 a r g e 

blue beads in her ears, nec k, and hair; bracelets of bra ss, 

copper, iron, a robe o f matted bark, and a sea otter frin g e; 

and had learned the lan g ua g e of her husband's tribe. This 

part y appears to be Chil cotin, and not Cairier, as the pre-

vious day Mackenzie ( 1 9 02: 204) had encountered a group of 

three families who were a nta g onistic to Macke nzie's Carr ier 

hunters, and noted that: 

The fo rner, it appcared, were considered as 
belo nging to n tribe who in hab it the mountnins, 
and arc the natural enemies of th e latter. 

1 Noose di d not nppear in Ca rrier tcrritorv until the 
nineteenth ccntury, in di catin g tra de with mor e northern g roups 
witb moose. 

2 Sckanis; one of whom was with this trading part y 
(H a c le e n z i e 1902: 235). 
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This supports the view of Lane (1953: 278-291) of a 

southward movement of the Chilcotin, and an expansion into 

the Anahim Lake area, as the present inhabitants of this 

area are Carriers. This whole movement may have been tied 

in with the expansion of the fur trade in the late eighteenth 

century and early nineteenth century in the interior of 

British Columbia. 

Trade seems the primary motive for Bella Coola -

Carr ier interaction. From the Bella Coola point of view, a 

monopoly on furs from a Carrier son-in-law provided enough 

wealth to purchase new prerogatives (Goldman 1941: 416). On 

the other hand, Bella Coola marriages gave an Alkatcho 

Carr ier wêalthy relatives with whom te winter, acc ess ta 

titles or important names, and participation in Bella Coola 

propert y distributions (Gol dman 1941: 4 14). Ho,veve r, 

Goldman (1940: 244) indicates that Alkatcho - Be lla Cool a 

marriages were not very common, due to Bella Cool a endog am ie 

practice s (McIlwraith 19 48 1: 61 ) and the economic strain 

"of participat ing in a series of affinaI po tl atch ex ch anges 

with the Be ll a Coola" (Goldman 1940: 344). 

Most marri age s were between Be lla Coola women and 

Alkatcho men, wit h viri local residence operating to brin g 

Bella Coola women inland (Gol dman 19 40 : 345). Lane (195 3 : 

113) indicates th at there were occasion a l marriages between 

Bella Cool as and Chilcotins, with Chilcotin women sometimcs 

marrying Bella Coola men, but few cas es of the reverse, and 
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then vith the Chi1cotin husbands usual1y sett1ing down in 

the valley villages with their wives. 

In recent years, there has been a tendency for 

Bella Coo1a men ta marry foreign women ta gain prerogatives 

(Mcl1wraith 1948 1: 121), a practice apparently initiated 

" by a certain Pott Es, father of a man about sixt Y years old 

in 1923" (UcIh7raith 1948 1: 121). This dates the conscious 

effort to giin foreig n prer o gat ives by marr iage ta about the 

middle of the nineteenth century, which is approximate1y 

the date that Go1d man (1 941: 417) sets for A1katcho adoption 

of the 'potlatc h ' comple xa An e x ample of such a practice 

invo1vin g Carriers is recounted in the 1egend of Sma o En of 

Kims quit UIcI1uraith 194 8 1: 332 - 335), who in succession 

married w o ~e n from Dean Inlet, Bella Bella : 

••• and ne x t went ta the land o f the Xi xais 
Indians, a b r an c h of the Carriers livin g north­
east of Ki msc ui t, where he mar ried Wat ' Es,th e 
dau g hter o f a c h ie f. Fro m her he rec eived the 
ri ght ta use a fo r m of sisaok whistle that 
i mit a t ed the voice of a dee r. Saon aite r h i s 
return wit h his b ri de , SmaoEn called g ue s ts from 
far and n ea r ta another p o tlat c h . 

HcIl\vraith (1 948 1: 17) states thàt . the u ppe r Bella 

Coo l a River valley v il lages int ermarried with the Carr i er; 

Lan e ( 1 9 5 3: Il 4) s u g g est s t ha t the s e r C at' rie r s r fi a y b e 

Ch ilcotins. At the villa ge of Nut ±enx ,l th i rty-one mile s up 

th e Be ll a Coola River , where ~[ ackenzie first r ea ch ed the river 

1 Hackenzie's Friendly Village ( Mackenzie 1902: 312 ) . 



36. 

(Mcl1wraith 1948 1: 10) on Ju1y 17, 1793, Mackenzie had 

ta give his venison to one of a group of strangers present 

who belonged to a meat-eating tribe, as it was salmon 

season and the venison woul d pollute the river (Ma~kenzie 

1902: 247). These strang ers could be either Carrier or 

Chilcotin, as it seems that the upper river villages had 

relations with both the Carriers and the Chilcotins 

"sometimes" (}fcIlwraith 1948 I: 22). 

On the other hand, the villages along the Dean 

River and Kimsquit River interacted mainly withCarrier 

groups, especially the Xixais of Ootsa Lake, as attested 

to in Bella Coola legends. However, Hclhlraith (1948 I: 313) 

notes that inclusion in Bella Coola legends does not 

necessarily attest to th e antiquity of relations. l 

The Bella Coola considered the Carriers (and like1 y 

the Chilcotins) as "utter1 y for eign in habits and be1i efs , 

and toca1l a man a "Carrier" was, and still is a deadl y 

in sul t " ( He l 1 w r ai th 1 9 4 8 1: 18 ) and we r e reg a r cl e d w i th seo r n 

and contempt. However, HcIlwraith (1948 I: 22 ) notes: 

l An ancestor, trôve lli ng to the Skeena River, obtained 
the name Xwe~ bo n from th e pe ople of one tovn, according to an 
or i gin m y th(~ ic I hl rai th 1 9 4 8 1: 3 l 2 - 3 13) • }3 ut 1-1 c l hl rai th 
(19 48 1: 313, fn. 28) cautions that: 

It appe ars that Xwe~bon i8 an attempt to pronounce 
the En g 1ish, Hhal e - b one, an interestin g example of 
the way in Hhich Godern wor d s have been incor porated 
into ancient t:1yths and h a ve been c1 0thed with t he 
glamour of antiquity . 



The presence o f a few of the much-despised 
Carri ers was , however, almo st necessary to the 
correct performance of the winte r dances sirrc~ 

the y were uninit iate d spe ct at ors whom it was 
necessary to impress and delude. 

The residence patterns of the Bella Cool a and 

Alkatcho would favour the introduction of Bella Coola 

elements into the interior by intermarriage. Both groups 

practiced initial-uxorilocalityin the form o f bride-service 

(McIlwr a ith 194 8 I: 383; Goldman 1953: 64) and f i nal 

virilocality (McIlwraith 1948 J: : 118; Goldman 1953: 64). 

A Bella Coola woman takes rights and prerogatives to her 

husband at marriage (McIlwraith 1948 I: 425); a fa ther-i n -

law gives his son-in-law such prerogatives as a totem pole 
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design, carving of a spoon, wall painting, and my th elements 

(McIlwraith 1948 I: 40 7 ). In return, the father-in-law 

gains rights to his son-in-law's hunting and fishing areas 

(McIlwraith 1948 I: 408) . How e ver, t he Bella Coola 

emphasis on limiting the distribution of prerogatives 

to the " ancestral family " (McIlwraith 1948 I: 120) would 

work against giving the Carriers any more prerogatives t ha n 

necessary. Concer n ing the actual fre quency of Bella Coo la -

Alkatcho marriages, Goldman (1953: 92-93) wrote: 

Bel la Coola marri age s do not a pp ea r as co mm only 
in the genealogies as mi g ht be expected from 
the degree of Bella Co o l a influence upon Alka tcho 
Carrier life . In Alkatcho only two fam i lie s 
cl ai m direct kindsip with Be l l a Coola. But if 
one takes into account t h e extension of bi ­
l ateral kinship ti e s w it ~ these fami li es , then 
the influences of Bel la Coola nam es an d potlatch 
practices can be r ea di l y understood as being 
consi de rably more extensive. 
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In general, it appears that the direct transmission 

of Bella Coola practices, rights, etc., along marriage 

lines is small . The Bella Coola seem to have utilized 

affinaI obligations for their own benefit (see below p. 70) 

but ve r y little, or as little as possible, was tran smit ted 

directly to the Carriers . Trade by barter was probably 

of greater : importance than trade along kinship lines. 

McIlwra i t h (1948 1 : 374) states that the Bella Coola knew, 

and we r e amused b y , the re g ul a tion of ma rria g e accordin g 

to crests amon g the no r thern trib e s, "but practice nothi ng 

of the same nature themselves" (McIlwraith 1948 1: 374), 

indicatin g that crest group e x o gamy did not prevail amo ng 

tbe Be lla However, th e Be ll a Coola ninmin ts, or 

bilateral a nc e stral fa mil y , h a s a number of anc es tr a l 

names which a r e embo d i e d in th e ori g in my t h of t he ni nrnints 

(McIl wr a ith 1 948 1: 1 2 2 - 123) a nd which are inh e rit e d 

bilater a lly (Mc Ilwr a ith 19 48 1: 1 22 ). Th e se a nc e stral 

names c a n pass o ut s id e the a nc estra l f ami l y , h owev er, a s 

McIlw ra ith (1 948 1: 1 24 ) i n d icat e s th a t i f a wo ma n ma r r ies 

into a f o re i gn t ri be , he r relati v es may g i v e h er husb and 

an anc estral name o u tri g h t , which pe r man e nt l y ali e na t es 

the n a me from the f amily to ~ hi ch i t fo r mer l y b e l onge d. 

But , mor e oft e n: 

a woma n t a kes as a wed din g g ift t o h e r 
h us b a nd a n arne which i t is u nd e r s tood c a n n a t 
b e t r a nsrnitt ed ta on e of his re l a tives unless 
h e h a s c h il dren . On t he dea th of th e chi ld­
l ess husb a n d , t his des i gna tion r eve rt s ta h i s 



widow's ancestral family. If there are children, 
they cement the bond of friendship bet ween the 
two families. (McIlwraith 1948 I: 123). 

The Alkatcho Carrier acknowledge the Bella Coola 

origin of some of their 'big names'; Goldman (1941: 414) 

lists six. In a further list of nine meotih names 

(Goldman 1953: 167), i.e. names of a persan who has 

elevated his status through fourpotlatches, as a Bella 

Coola numitl chief ( McIlwraith 1948 I: 173), none are 

identified a s Bella Coola in ori g ine 
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The potlatch p eriod for the Bella Coola was October 

(McIlwraith 1948 I: 1 8 8), and Gold man (1940: 352) , indic a tes 

that the Al k atcho Carrier spent the period from Decembe r to 

Febru ary in Bella Coo l a villa g es. The nec e ssit y or 

forei g ners a t cer em on i e s o f the Be lla Coola is stresse d 

by NcIl wraith (19 48 1 : 1 84 ): 

Althou gh guests from differen t t ribes are some­
times i n vi t ed to othe r ceremoni a l s, i t i s a t 
potl a t ches tha t they are essenti al . Sin c e th e 
valid i t y of s u c h t r a n sactions as ma r riages , 
divorc es , or the ass u mption o f professiona l 
prero gat i ves depends o n the n umber o f wi tn esses, 
a ma n is alwa y s eage r to carry out any p u blic 

. perf ormance at a potlatch when he is sure o f 
th e attention of forei gne rs a nd the consequent 
wid er diffusion of knowl e d g e of what he has done. 

The se f or eign g u ests incl u ded Carr i ers (N c I l wraith 

19481: 447). Go ldman (1 95 3: 7) a l s o indica t es that sorne 

of t he Al katcho participated in Bel l a Co ola ceremoni es, 

st a ti ng th at : 



When one of their people danced with the Bella 
Coola the Alkatcho Carrier usually sat outside 
in fear. They were virtually terrorized by 
Bella Coola threats that they wou ld be killed 
if they talked about the Kusiut dances. 

The actual number of Alkatcho involved in the Bella 
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Coola pattern seems small, with Goldman (1953: 12) 

commenting that " ••• some people took the potlatch and rank 

seriously, others . more or less ignored it." l 

From the assertion of Alkatch o informants that four 

generations ago (from fieldwork in 1935) they did not pot-

latch (Gold man 1941: 417 ), the Bella Coola date of mid-1800 

for marriages to other tribes, and the paucity of marriages 

between the Bella Coola and Al kat cho, interaction between these 

two peoples seem s a result of the expandin g fur trade around 

1800. Gold man (1941: 417 ) dates the Alkatcho adoption of the 

rank and potlatch co mp le x toabout 1840, a lthough the journal 

o f Ha c ken z i e ( c f. [.[ a c k en z i e 1 90 2: 189 ) ma k e s i t cIe art ha t 

trade Vas occurrin g f ifty yea rs prior , alon g with in ter-

marriage an d aff inaI ob li g a ti ons be tween a Fraser River Carri e r 

and his Bella Coola father-in-lav. Als o , fol lo win g Lane's 

(1953: 66) su gge stion that the Alkatcho moved i nto the Dean 

River area in response to the fu r trad e , th ey may ha ve brou ght 

with themso ne other form of social or ganiza tion. 

1 Gol dman 's main infor man t, Charlie Wes t, was on e of 
those who took i t seriou s l y , obvio u s l y ske win g th e information. 
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7.iv. Carrier - Haisla 

The Haisla are a Kwakiutl speaking people inhabit­

ing Gardner and Kemano Canals and Douglas Channel, with two 

main groups, the Kitimats and the Kemano-Kitlopes. The 

possible former importance of Carrier interaction with 

Haisla groups, especially the Kitimats, has been suggested 

by Jenness(1943: 48l),Hackler (1958: 7), and Duff (1951: 29), 

but there is very little direct evidence ta elaborate on 

this . An Alkatcho account of a war against the K~timat and 

Kitlope was obtained b y Goldman (1953: 122), which may 

reflect a pre -white distribution of Alkatchos in a~ area 

north of their present area. Duff (1951: 29 ) indicates 

that the Che slatta Carrier fished for salmon in the head ­

waters of the Kimsquit River, which is adjacent to the he ad 

of Gard ner Canal. 

Moric e (190 2a: 17 ) ~.,as in f orme d by "one of his 

Carriers" (no s pecifie g roup menti on e d, but possib l y ref e rs 

ta Stuart Lak e ) that he was a constant visitor to the he ad 

of Gardn er Cana l; f urt her, (Morice 1902 b : 31), that a 

"s ept" (sub -tr ibe; band) ann ua1l y trad ed on Gardner Canal. 

Thi s corr esponds to Du ff ' s (1 95 1: 29 ) information that th e 

Ch es latta Carrier tr aded with t h e Kemano-Kit10pe. Charl ie 

Wes t , Goldman' s main in f ormant at A1katcho, wa s barn about 

1880 in th e c oast mount ains duri ng winter as his parents 

were enroute to Kimsquit , at th e head of Dean Channel, to 

trade ski ns fo r oolach e n a nd salmon ( Go1dman 1 95 3: 314), so 
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the mountains appeared to pose no serious obstacle. Hackler 

(1958: 7) suggèsts that a prior connection between Kitimats 

and Babines is indicated by ceremony similarities. Lopatin 

(n.d.: 156) claims to have learned that there has been 

constant interaction between the Carriers and Kitimats; 

mostly friendly, but sometimes hostile; further (Lopatin 

n.d.: l57)~ that Carrier - Haisla intermarriage vas common, 

with sorne Carriers claiming a Kitimat derivation for sorne 

of their sib crests. However, these crests were not 

derived from any kinship affiliations, but rather the result 

of a Bulkley Carrier raid on a Kitimat village (cf. Jenness 

1934: 232-233). 

Olson's (1940) ethnography of the Kitimat Haisla, 

with an appendix on the Kem.ano-Kitlope, contains no refer­

enc~s to relations with Carrier g roup s , although it does 

indicate marriages with Tsimshians (OI son 1940: 170). 

Reference is m~de, though, to the distribution at cere­

monies of "dressed skins imported from the interior" 

(OIson 1940: 179), and the Haisla and Al ka tcho have sorn e 

si~ilar cultural features, suggesting a derivation from 

one of t .he parties. One of the mos ,t intersting indications 

of contact involves an epidemic of smallpox which struc k 

Kildala Arm in Dou g l as Channel about 1 83 5 ( OIson 19 4 0: 17 2 ). 

This date coincid es with a statemen t by Jenness (1943: 475) 

that the Eutsuk Lake inh abitants, who see m to have form ed 

a distinct Carrier sub-trib c, were de s tro ye d by a smallpox 



43. 

epidemic about 1838. By speculation, this Eutsuk Lake 

sub-tribe may have included the present Alkatcho. 

Archaeological work further supports the idea that 

there was once occupancy of the area around Ootsa and 

Eutsuk Lakes. Known villages were concentrated around 

Cheslatta Lake, with annual trips to Tahtsa, Whitesail, 

Eutsuk, and other lakes to hunt mountain goats, bear, 

caribou, and collect berries (Borden 1953: 34). Somé 

Cheslatta Carrier fished in the headwaters of the Kimsquit 

River; others went to Fraser Lake for the fall salmon runs ~ 

Trade routes led from the west end of Tahtsa Lake. to the 

Haisla village on the Kemano River; and from Eutsuk La ke 

to the Bella Coola villa ge of Kimsquit (Borden 1953: 

Borden (1953: 37) indicat es that manifestations of a 

~ ~ \ 
J~) • 

culture earlier than Carri er were found at the head of 

Natulkuz Lake, with second a ry conc entrations on the nor th 

shore of Euchu Reach. A pit house a t Na tul k u z Lake yielded 

a basal date of 465 B.C. by radiocar bon datin g (Donahu e 

1971: 5). 

Goldm a n (19 41: 39 8 ) in d ic ates that lndian traditions 

and archaeolo g ical so urc es revea l ed that the vicin it y of 

Alkatcho once had a lar ger population in sev era l villa ge s, 

with, for example, the western end of Qualcho Lake, no rth-

west of Alkatcho , having over 100 semi-subterranea n hou se 

sites (S mith MS). 
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It seems plausible to suggest that prior to 1838 

the Ootsa - Eutsuk Lake area was oc~upied, or at least 

utilized, by one or more Carrier bands; the Cheslatta 

Carrier, with villages around Cheslatta Lake; and the 

Eutsuk Lake Carrier, with villages between Eutsuk and 

Alkatcho lakes, although not extending as far south as the 

latter lake until post-fur trade times. Both .of these 

groups were in some sort of contact with Haisla villages 

on Douglas Channel and Gardner Canal, as weIl as with the 

Bella Coola Kimsquit. The fur trade orientated the southein 
, 

populace - of this area, the Alkatcho Carrier, toward the 

Bella Coolas, with a consequent southern movement to the 

Dean River, and later te Anahim Lake, after the Chilcotins 

went east. The smallpox epidemic of th e mid l830's 

decimated the remainder of the population around Eutsu k 

Lake, allowing the Bul kley Carrie rs to expand th e ir huntin g 

territory southward to include this area (Jennes s 1943: 475). 

Motives for Carrier - Haisla interaction wer~ 

ecological; the Oots a an d Eutsuk Lake area l acked salmon 

(Borden 1 952: 9), and occupants of thi s area cou1d eith e r 

go wes t to the ,head wate rs of sa1mon - bearing s tre ams , or 

gather wit h other Carrie r gr~ups at Fraser Lake ( Borden 

1952: 10). Borden (1952: 9-10) sums u p the patter n as: 

Ecologica1 considerations and the ear li er absence 
of the snow shoe su gges t tha t in pre-contact 
ti mes th e Indi a ns u sed the west e rn po rt ion of 
this area only durin g the wa r m s eason and that 



they spent the winter in fairly permanent 
quarters somewhere in th~ eastern half. 

The lack of snowshoes until around 1800 for the 

Carriers and the placing of Haisla and Bella Coola trade 
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in historie times by Duff's Cheslatta informants (in Borden 

1952: 10) indicates a post-fur trade situation. 

The Haisla pattern of initial uxorilocal residence 

in the form of bride service for one year, then final 

virilocality (OIson 1940: 186); coupled with clan exogamy 

prevailing even when marrying outside the tribe (Lopatin 

n.d.: 17) would place Haisla women among interior groups, 

provided that there actually was intermarria ge . 'The intro-

duction of other cultural elements wo uld result from th e 

Haisla practice of the wife's kin presentin g rights to 

names and dances to the groom (OIson 1940: 186). As the 

clans were exogamous, the groom would have to affiliate 

with a differ e nt clan, or failing that, the children would 

belong to the same matriclan as their Haisla mother. 

There is no record of interior Indians present a t 

Haisla ceremonies orother activities, but interaction is 

suggested by inferential ev idence. 

Carrier - Haisla contact: inferential evidence . . 

Contact betwe en the Haisla an d Carrier gro ups is 

indicat ed, in the absence of documented cases of inter-

marri~ge, by three fea tur es : (1) similarity in ceremoni a l 

activ ities; (2) similarity of house typ es ; (3) sim ilarit y 
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of sibs and crests. The distribution of certain cultural 

elements among the Haisla, Alkatcho Carrier, Bulkley River 

Carrier, and the Stuart Lake Carrier suggests that, prior 

ta intensive Gitksan contact (dating from 1820), aIl or 

some of the above groups were involved in cultural exchange. 

(1) Similarity of ceremonies. 

The Haisla have five or six matrilineal, exogamous 

sibs: Eagle, Beaver, Raven, Blackfish or Killer Whale, 

Salmon/Wolf, and Crow (perhaps extinct) (OIson 1940: 170). 

Am 0 n g the Al kat ch 0, the r e are th r e e " cre s t gr 0 u p s ", Gr i z z 1 y '-

Bear, Raven, and Beaver (Goldman 1941: 401), which are bi-

lateral and non-exogamous; due, according to Goldman 

(1941: 401), ta Bella Coola influenc e. Practices of the 

Alkatcho crest groups are very similar to those of the 

Haisla Raven and Eag le. 

OIson (1940: 185) write s that "e a ch clan has its 

own distinctive cry or calI which is used by the members 

on occasion." The calI of the Haisla Raven and Crow ·cl ans 

is a "cro aki n g gax gax ." (Ibid.). A Haisla Rave n is 

entitl ed to food after uttering the cry, but: 

he is careful usuall y that it is directed 
~t a man whose fathe r was a Raven. In such 
circurnstances the latter is obliged to feast 
the whole Raven clan and perhaps make gifts 
ta each one as ~oJell. (OI son 1940: 1 85 ). 

Among th e Al katcho Raven crest group, a member of 

that group climbed up on the roof of th e potlatch hous e 

and shouted ' ka w ka~v '. imitating a raven, ta si g nify th a t 



the raven wanted to smoke. As a result~ aIl the Ravens 

assembled at the house of their chief, who cut up tobacco 

and distributed it among them, also filling a large pipe 

that had a number of stems radiating from the bowl 

(resemblin g a Bella Coola p ipe ), which was smoked in turn 

by Ravens by rank (Go~dman 1941: 401-403). 
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Although the Alkatcho cerernony has been altered by 

the addition of smoking, there seems to be a cornrnon pattern 

of calling for, and receiving, a distribution of consumable 

items, either food or tobacco. 

The Alkatcho Beaver creit group ha d a dan~e which 

irnitated the movement of a be aver throu g h water (Goldrnan 

1941:400); rnembers o f the Haisla Beaver clan cry t'am ti am , 

imitating the sound made by the beaver slappin g his tail 

on the water (OIson 19 40 : 185), su gges ti ve of a cornmon 

interpretation of be ave r actions, which l int er pret as 

suggestive ofsharing in this case, rather than indepen den t 

invention. This is also indicated by the actions of Haisla 

Eag1es and A1katcho Beave rs, noting th at Beaver is a cr est 

of the Tsirnshian Eagle phratr y , although not of the Haisl a 

Eagle clan. If an Al kateho Beaver had his h~t b l own of f 

by a gust of wind another rnernber of th e Beavers, by re­

trieving it and sho ut ing ya l'd Es ( rnea nin g unkno wn), had 

the right to purehase it at an exorbitant priee . (G oldman 

1941: 4 02). With th e elern e nts sornewhat diff eren t, an 

analogous p a ttern is found among the Hais1a Eagles 



(OIson 1940: 185): 

A persan of the Eag1e who drops something he is 
carrying will not pick it up again but ca11s a 
member of some other clan and gives it to him. 
This he does whether the object is some tri fIe 
or something of value, as a gun. 

(2) Rouses. 

One of the crests of the Raisla Beaver clan was a 

Beaver's house, k'yEk'an, which, according to OIson (1940 : 

48. 

179), was similar to the formaI designation of the pptlatch 

and dance house of the Raisla Beavers, kyakan, "beaver's 

house" (OIson 1940: 179). The kyakan wa s circular in 

house plan, resembling a beaver's lodge (Ols on 1940: 179). 

The Beaver crest group among the Alkatcho constructed their 

110use Hlike a beaver 11ouse" (Gûldwôn 1941: 400), which 

Gold ma n (1940: 4 00) describes as of the semi-subterranean 

type which were adopted from the Shuswaps andin use in the 

Eli guk Lake area until about 1850. In Jenness' (1943: 484) 

list of 'clans' and 'phratries,l of the Bulkley River 

Carrier, the Beaver phratry, tsayu, have one clan listed, 

Beaver Rouse, djakan-ya'. A word list by Morice (1893: 

153 -164 ) lists the Carrier term for beaver as tsa, and 

be aver lod ge as Ekxen. The Car rier term for beaver house, 

follo wing con st ruction of the other clan naœes ( Jenness 

1943: 484) should be t sava ' (~', house) or Ekxen, inste ad 

of djak a n- ya ', which therefore seems a derivative of the 

1 
See b elo\\', p.l07 , for a discussion of the various t e rm s 
used b y diff e rent observers. 
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Hais1a kyakan, beaver's house. This suggests some sort of 

interaction bet wee n the Hais1a and western Carriers, 

probab1y the A1katcho and Bu1k1ey River groups, with the 

Carrier sib tsa y u a consequence of this contact. 

(3) Sibs. 

The Hais1a alone of the coasta1 groups had a 

five-sib system, which was a1so found among the Hwitsiwoten 

and possib1y the Ches1atta Carrier (OIson 1940: 169.); 

Duff 1951: 29; Jenness 1943: 481), while the Gitksan, Niska, 

and Coast Tsimshian had four. Present a1so onl y among 

the Hais1a and Carrier was a Beaver sib as a distinct 

social unit, whereas among the Tsirnshians, Beaver was a 

clan in the Eagle phratry (cf. Sapir 1915:20). However, 

Sapir (1915: 21 ) suggests that Beaver was once a distinct 

social uni t among the Niska, prior to incorpor a tion with 

the Eag1e phratry, cornmenting (S apir 1915: 21): 

7.v. 

One thing seems very clear at present - that 
the present fourfold (not to speak of a simpler 
tripartit e) arrangement into phratries cannot 
be forthwith assumed as the historical nucleus 
fro rn which the present cornplex clan system, 
with its irre gu larities of crest distribution, 
has arisen. 

Carrier - Co as t Tsimshi a n. 

Conta cts to any great extent with the Coast 

.Tsimshian, whom the Hwitsiwoten, or Bu lkley River Carrier, 
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. . .. .. . · 1 
ca11ed klsam'sani (Jenness 1943: 476. fig. 61) do not 

appear ta date much ear1ier than 1850. when the Tsimshian 

bypassed the intermediary position of the Gitksan and com-

menced an annua1 trade fair at the confluence of the Skeena 

and Bu1k1ey rivers (Jenness 1943: 478). Contact with the 

Tsimshian at these trade fairs · was 1ike1y initially 1imited 

ta the Hw{tsiwoten, expanding later to Babines and others. 

At these fairs. the Carriers observed. and probab1y parti -

cipated in. Tsimshian ceremonies (Jenness 1943: 478). de-

riving. for example. some of their tales here (cf. Mariee 

1892: 120). 

The on1y mention of actual intermarriage is a lone 

reference in a tale, when two Hwitsiwoten males joined a 

party of 'salt water lndi a ns' returning to the coast; one 

subsequently marr y in g one of th e coastal women (Jenn ess 

1934: 237). Jenness (19 43: 478) indicates that some Hwit-

siwoten returned wit h the Tsimshian trading parties to spend 

the winter on the coast. 

A Carr i er trade route up th e Telkwa River and down 

the Zyrnoetz River to the Skeena (Jenness 1943: 479 ), which 

Jenn ess suggested led ta the KitiD a t, ent ers the area of 

the up -river Tsirnsh ian tribes of Terrace and Gilodza, the . 

1 
k±sam i s likel y the Carri er version of the Tsimshian 

ksan, Skee n a Riv e r; s a ni a variant of t e n e, people (C a rrier); 
~m ' sa ni th e n mea nin g "people of the ri ver' Skee na." 
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latter a small tribe near Lake Lakelse (cf. Barbeau 1925: 

402 ... 408). However, there is no indication of interaction 

in either Barbeau (1925) or Boas (1916). 

One conflict is mentioned in a Carrier tale (Jenness 

1934: 237-238), concerning a raid by a 'salt water' war 

party and subsequent retalitory raid by the Carriers. 

In summary, it appears that contact between the 

Coast Tsimshian and the Carriers was post - 1850, confined 

mainly to the Hwitsiwoten, and not e x tensive. The selling 

of the Tsimshian trading right to the Hudson's Bay Company 

about 1868 ended the annual trade fair. 

7 . vi. Carrier - Nis k a 

Hostilit y per meates relations with the Niska of Nass 

River; the Hwitsiwot e n r em emberin g ""\.7ith bitterness" an 

event in 18 64 in whi ch s ev er a l Carr ie rs wer e k ille d a t t he 

Niska vill age of Gitl axdamk s while t he re to purch as e o o l a -

chon (Jenness 1943: 4 7 9 ). Furs and oolachon were bart e r e d 

between the two groups, but overall trade seems slight. 

The Hwit s i wote n name fo r th e Ni sk a, wi t se n i , a p p ears der i ve d 

? -
fro m th e Ts imsh i an term f o r ool a c h on g r ease , q"a ' wut se ( Boas 

191 2 ) , an d seni , people ; i . e ., ' o ol achon peop l e, ' indicatin g 

the ma in co mmo dit y a r o u nd wh ich r e l a tions centr e d. \V inter 

trips we re ma d e by t he H~ i ts i wote n t o b uy foo d f r om t he Ni ska 

in ti.me s o f fum in e (J enness 19 4 3: 5 3 2 ). 

Cont ac t with the Ni ska s eems con f i ned pr i ma ril y t o 
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the Hwitsiwoten and post-1800, ihe commencement likely sub­

sequent to the movement of a segment of the Hwitsiwoten to 

Hagwelgate about 1820. 

7. vii. Carrier - Gitksan 

From ethnographie accounts, the Gitksan, or Tsimshian 

of the upper Skeena River, have had the most contact with, 

and influ~nce upon, the Carriers in general and the Hwitsi­

woten in particular, with intermarriage, participation in 

common ceremonies, the exchange of many culture traits 

(Jenness 1943: 478), and a common homeland - according ta 

the Hwitsiwoten version (Mariee 1904 : 7). 

The HwitsÏ\oJoten, or "clever people" as they calI 

themselv es (Jenness 1943: 475), occupied the basin of the 

Bulkley River, from Moric etown the ma in fishing place and 

village, 30 miles up the Bulkley River from the Skeena 

(Jenne ss 1943: 47 7) . Abou t 1820, a rock slide a t the Hag-

welgate Canyon, near the confluence of the Skeena and Bulk­

ley rivers, almost blocked the river, decreasing the sal­

mon runs, and resulting in the movement of most of the 

Moricetown Carrier ta Hagwel ga te Ca n yo n and the establish-

ment of a new village (Jenn ess 1943: 47 7). Norice (1 906 : 

487, fn. 1) indicate s that this fishery, belonging ta the 

Gitenmaks (Hazelton Gitksan), was forcibly possessed by 

the Hwitsiwoten. Disputes continued for the next one hun-

dred years regarding the ri ght of the Carriers to fish 

there (Barbeau 1930: 144) > with Carrier fishtr aps on th e 
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east side and Gitenmaks fishtraps on the west side of the 

canyon. The Indian Affai rs Report for 1899 (p. 215) gives 

ownership of the area to the Gitenmaks band, in which the 

Carrier village of "Hoque1get" (in Carrier) or "Tsitsks" 

(in Gitksan) is located. The report (Indian Affairs 1899: 

215) further comments that, due to the blocking of the 

Bu1k1ey River: 

This circumstance brought the Hoquel-gets ~o~n 
to Get-an-ma x ground to hook salmon, for which 
privile ges t hey to this day pay tribute, in a 
'1ay' of salmon, to the Get-an-max chief. The 
latter and his people permitted the Hoque1-get 
to build a village - Hoquel-~et ~ on said grou~ds 
at the left bank of the canyon at about the 
aforementioned time. 

This payment of tribute to a particular chief may 

have been an important factor in the inclusion of Hagwe1gate 

Carriers in Gitenmaks ceremon ies and the adoption of phratrie 

affiliation; the movement of 1820 ~own the Bulk1~y Riv er 

gives a base date of about 1820 for intensive interaction. 

This move me nt brought the Bu1k l ey Ca rriers ta withi n four 

miles of the Gitenmaks village. The term Hagwelga te itse1f 

se ems a de-r 'iv:a t 'iv'e' of the , Tsimshian term for strangers, 
. .... . 

ha g u1-g' a 'd (in B~~s 1912, ward list). The Hwitsiwoten term 

for the G i t k san i s g i t ' ne (J en ne s s 1943: 476 , fig. 61). 

The analysis of Gitksan tot em pales and so ci al oigan-

ization by Ba rb ea u (1 929 ) indicates that severa], Carri er 

families, espe cially of Hagwe l gate , a re related te Git ksans 

in several villages, either throu gh intermarriage or a 
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similarity of crests. The latte~ need not indicate a gene-

alogical connection, as Barbeau (1929: Il) indicates that 

crests can be acquired severa1 ways: inheritance, conquest, 

payment for atonement for a crime, compensation for services. 

trade, or expropriation at the extinction of a fami1y of 

neighbours or allies. Sorne of the relations described by 

Barbeau (i929) are presented below: 

crest; 

~. of Hagwe l gate . possesses the single-fire'\v eed 

w 1 
otherwise limited in distribution to ha~peg awtu, 

of Gitsegyukla,2 who acquired it from a Kitsalas (Tsimshia~) 

vi1lager. This indicat ed ta Ba rbe a u (1929: 144) that t he 

'H 
family of benee must be in some wa y related to h~~p e g aw tu. 

The beaver crest was also owned b y benee, which. among the 

Tsimshian, was the prop e rt y of the Eag l e cl an represented 

a t ' ~h e v i Il a ge s 0 f G i t se x E 1 e m an d Ki t saI as , a It hou g h Ba r-

beau (19 29: 144) cauti ons th at : 

..• it$ semi-ind epe ndent d i ff usion out s ide extends 
fart6 e r south th an th e EagIe , and may have re ached 
the Ha gwil ge t fr om ot her tribes sout h of the ' Tsi m­
syan. 

Jenn ess (19 43 : 475) su gges ts th a t the beav e r cres t, 

and the co nc ept of a Beaver sib, was derived from the Kit -

imats (H ais I a). 

1 
Barb eau' s orthogr a phy has been aitered t o c onform 

ta con temporary u seage; th e above term is transcribed by 
Barbeau (19 29 : 144) as harhpe g wawtu ; Barbea u' s r is rep1ac ed 
b y ~ ; rh by :;: . 

2 
For a list of the villa ges men ti oned , see Hap 3. 
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Barbeau (1929: 129) indicates a closerelationship be-

tween a~teeh, of Kitwanga, and 'waws (chief of Gitemtanyu sib) 

and kufwawa, both of Hag~elgate; a~teeh's family believed to 

be a branch of 'waws. Of the seven families of the Gitxandakhl 

clan of the Wolf phratry, two are at GitsemxElem (Tsimshian), 

two at Hagwelgate/ Moricetown (Hwitsiwoten), and three at Kit-

wanga (Barbeau 1929: 129). 

The Fi r eweed household! o f wa wsemla , E, at K~spio x , 

claims as relatives nu~ E, among the Babine Lake Carrier; 

h~umx Et , Stuart Lake Carrier; tseeb asE , Git winksilk (Nis k a); . 
h ai l , Kit xahla (Coast Tsi ms hian); and nee y uk s, Gitlen (Co a st 

Tsimshian) (Barbeau 1929: 86). The F ireweed household of 

kwee ya ihl, Kispio x , claimed as relativ es t sak (or tawis e mt sa k ) , 

Babine Lake; weel a x E a nd t s e e b asE , b ath o f Git winksil k ( Nass 

River); a nd h a i l a nd n e ey u k s , of Kit x ah l a a nd Gi tl en , r espe c -

tivel y (Ba r b eau 19 2 9 : 88 , fn . 1). 

Two Ha gw el g a t e Car r i ers, ksxax o m-l axh E a nd semawi g e t-

gyamk, were cl a i med as r e l a tives by the k s xaxom-l axhE fam il y 

of Gits egyuk l a , who a l s o cla i m l ee l ebek s , of Kisp io x , and ax e t 

(orY!l) o f Haze lton ( Ba r bea u 1 929 : 92 ). Anoth e r Gi t se gy u k l a 

famil y, gU ~ ~q n, of th e Sky c lan, Fir ew e e d phr a try, clai ms as 

1 
Ba r b ea u' s d e fini t i ons of : (1 ) h o u sehold ( Ba rbe a u 

19 2 9 : 9 ): sma ll es t soc i a l un it wi th in a vi ll age or tri be ; 
for mer l y c o mp ri s ed inm a t e s o f a sin g l e house - a few c l o se l y 
rel ated co up l e s 1V i t h childr e n a nd g r a ndchi l dr e n ; ( 2 ) f a mi l ies 
(I bi d. ) : ma t e rn a I Kin ; di s pe r sed in seve r a l households; 
(3) cl a n ( I bi d .): a numb e r o f fa mi l i e s in various trib es of 
on e o r mor e n a tions. 
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kinsmen teweesemdzep, Babine Lake; semawiget- gy amk, Hagwelgate; 

plus families in the villages of Gitsegyukla, Kispiox, Git­

winlkul, Gitwinksil k, and Kitsalas (Barbeau 1929: 79). 

By the e x tension of sib affiliation beyond adjacent 

Gitksan villages, Carriers, deriving crests, etc., from the 

Gitksan, could claim sib affinitYJ and thus c1aim aid, etc., 

in vill a ges ' of Ts ims hi a n a nd the Ni s ka, a s the above vill age 

affiliations indicate. 

Barbeau (1929 : 8 1 - 83) recounts the transf e r of a crest 

from a Carrier to a Gitksan; the hangin g-across-with head - do wn 

cr e st (tsihs yaxyak ) o r ha l f-ma n ( xapagye t) , o f th e b a n amak 

family, Sky clan, Fireweed phr a try , at Gi ts egy ukl a. This cr es t 

was record e d b y J enness ( i n Ba rbe a u 19 29: 8 3, f n . 3 ) un de r 

the na me of tsi m' ya q yaq (meanin g un k no wn , b ut li ke l y a 

Carri e r rendi t i o n o f t h e T simshian term ). Barbeau ' (1 929 : 83) 

writes th a t thi s c res t was ce àe à to h anamak by guxlE t o f Hag­

we1gat e a s co mpe n sa t ion for t he murd e r of a member of hanarnak ' s 

family. The cr es t was p ossib1 y o ri g in a l ly o b t a in ed by guxlEt 

from weme n awzek, laxsai1 phratry , o f Kul do a n d Kisgag as (Bar­

b e au 19 29 : 8 3 ), t he n orthernmost Gitksan villages . 

"R ecent i ntermarriage ," \vrites Barbeau (1929: 41) 

has a 1li e d th e wut axavEts fam i1 y o f Hagwe l gate ,vit h l Elt, 

th e ch ief of the Frog-Woman clan , laxsail phra t ry, at Kitwan g a . 

The wu tskanees h ou sehold, Hagwe l gate , 1s affi 1 iated , th rough 

s im il ar cr csts, t o t he Frog-Worna n clan , laxsail phra t ry, at 
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Kitwin1ku1 (Barb~au 1929: 32). 

An ana1ysis of the names used by the Hagwelgate Carr -

iers as titles and chiefs' names reveals a preponderance of 

Gitksan-derived names; eg., 'wawa, whale; wutaxa y Ets, big man. 

Severa1 terms are suffixed with the Tsimshian term for people, 

-~,or prefaced with the Tsimshian term for 'rea1', sem-, 

etc. Of sixteen Carrier names mentioned by Barbeau (1929 : 

passim) (Hagwelgate, Il; Moricetown, ~ 1; Babine Lake, 3; Stu-

art Lake, 1), 3 have cognates in Gitwin1ku1 ( Nass River), 4 

in Kitwanga, 5 in Gitsegyuk la, and 4 in Kispiox, with a toti1 

of 13 in Gitksan villages. Two of the thiee Babine Lake ' names 

are aligned with the Gitksan village of Kispiox, as is the lone 

Stuart Lake name. The fol1owing table presents the figur e s: 

Table 4 
Names from : Tot a l 

Ca rrier group Git winlkul Ki t wanga Gitsegy u kla Kisp i o x Git ksa n Total 

Hagwe l ga te 3 4 4 8 Il 
Moriceto wn l 1 l 
Babine Lake 1 2 3 3 
Stuart La ke 1 l 1 

7. viii. Rel a tions with other Ath abascan g roup s 

Tset saut 

The Bulkle y River Carrier vague l y remember a tribe calle d 

the T' set ' sa 'u t , and "s orne as sert th at inhabitants of Git wan 1 kool 

itself once spoke the T ' se t'sa'ut ton g ue" ( Jenne ss 19 43 : 578 ). 

It is interestin g to spec ul ate that Athabascan-speakin g gro ups 

onc e occupied the Skee na h eadwa t ers; Jenness (1 96 7: 424 - 4~5 ), 
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using material from Teit, indicates that the Tsetsaut stretched 

from upper Portland Canal to Meziadin Lake, across the head 

of the Skeena River above Kuldo to Bear and Sustat lakes. 

Duff (1959) records conflicts between the Kitwankool and 

Tsetsaut, culminating in the expulsion of the latter from 

the Meziadin Lake area. 

Tah~tan 

Tahltan were met in the mid-nineteenth century at 

Bear Lake and old Fort Babine (Jenness 1943: 478). The es-

tablishment of Fort Connolly at the northern end of Bear Lake 

in 1826 increased, and may have initiated, contact between 

the Tahltan and western Carrier groups, especially those of 

Babine and Takla lakes, and the Bulkley River. Prior to 

this period, contact with the Tahltan seems minimal. 

Sekani 

Contact between Sekani and Carrier bands (see Map 2 

for distribution) may be dated to the latter quarter of the 

eighteenth century, when Sekani bands migrated westward from 

an origin a l locale along the Peace River in response to ex-

pansions by the Beaver Indians (J enness 1967: 383). The es-

ta blishment of tr ad in g posts in th e early nineteenth centur y 

facilit ated contact between Sekanis and Carriers and Gitksans 

(Jenne ss 1937: 11-12). Jenness ( 1937: 9) notes that after 

tradin g posts were built at McLeod Lake (180 5 ) and Bear Lake 

(Fo rt Con no lly, 1826), the Sekani of the Finlay River ba s in 

stopped tradin g at posts along th~ Peace River where they were 
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vulnerable to attack by Beaver and Cree. Fort Connolly (Bear 

Lake) became the rendezvous of the Sasuchan Sekani, Babine 

Lake Carrier, and upper Skeena Gitksan. Prior to the estab-

lishment of Fort St. James, on Stuart Lake, in 1806, Carriers 

from that region were encouraged to trade at McLeod Lake, in 

Sekani territory (Fraser 1960: 200); after posts were con-

structed at"" Stuart Lake (1806), Fraser Lake (1806), and the 

confluence of the Nechako and Fraser rivers (Fort George, 1807), 

Sekanis began to frequent these, aIl of which were in Carrier 

territory (cf Fraser 1960: 246-247). The outcome of Sekani 

interaction with both Gitksan and Carrier was an attempt at 

adoption of the sib system, which, however, functioned only 

during summer aggregations at the trading posts or when trav­

elling outside Sekani territory (cf Jenness 1937: 47-50). 



8. TRADE ROUTES 

The major trade routes in the central interior were 

riverine, on an east to west orientation rather than north -

south a10ng the Fraser River. This orientation may have 

been a direct resu1t of the trading vessels in the late 

eighteenth century concentrating more on the central and 

northern areas of the north-west coast, and the larger num­

ber of alien, and poten tial 1y hostile, groups along the 

Fraser River route. 

Mackenzie, in June, 1793 (1902: 158-160), met a gr ou p 

of Indi ans at A1exan dri a on the Fraser River who procured 

iron, brass, trinkets, and copper from the west , but "former-

1 y the s e art icI e s \Ve r e 0 b t a in e d f rom the 1 0 \V e r par t s 0 f the 

ri ver' , th 0 u g h in 1 i mi t e d q u a nt i t i es" ( H a c ken z i e 1902: 160). 

In his journe y westward a lon g the Blackwater River 

in 1793 from the Fraser River, Macke n zie followed one of the 

"g rease trails" \vhi ch connected Bella Coo1a with the Fraser 

River, via the Dean and Blackwater rivers; grease trails 

routes over which oolac h on, or candIe fi s h, was traded. Boas 

(in McFeat 1966: 2) fe1t t hat th e Passes alon g th e Dean and 

Bell a Coola rivers , plus the Columbia River, were the most 

important routes over which people of th e interior came int o 

cont act with coa s ta1 g roups; the Nass, Skeen a , and Fraser r i v e rs 

of secondary i mportanc e . It wa s a l~n g t h ese rout e s th a t 
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tales diffused (Boas 1898: 672), with interior tales, es­

pecially Carrier, reaching the Coast Tsimshian along the 

Fraser River (Boas 1916: 872-873). From the Dean River, 

a trail northeast led eventually ta Fort Fraser (Dawson 

1878: 39); one of the Kimsquit villages along the upper 
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Dean River even bearing the name "winter trail" (McIl wraith 

19481: 15).·-

Jenness (1943: 480) indicates that the Bulk1ey Carr­

ier may have had relations with the Kitimats by way of the 

Zymoetz River through the Bulkley Mountains, but the most 

important route for trade in this area ,vas the Skeena River 

and its tributaries, alon g whic h were villages of Tsimshian, 

Gitksan , and Carrier (a10n g the Bu1kley River, a tributar y ). 

The Skeena River itse1f wa s navi ga ble ta the Gitksan villa g e 

of Kuldo, 250 miles inland (Garfield 1950: 6). From the 

Skeena, coasta1 Indians entered the interior via Atna Pass, 

in the Atna Mountains north of the Babine River
l 

(Dawson 

1881: 25B). 

Sekanis tr aded wes tward along th e Finlav River sy s tem 

ta Bear Lake; the Na tio n River system ta Tremble ur and Ta k la 

lake s ; and overl and from the Parsnip River ta Stuart Lake 

and the Fraser River (Jenness 1937: 2-3). 

Duff (in Ha rri ngton 1954: 43) has described five " g re as e 

trails" \",hich caver most of the routes enu merated above: 

1 
Atna is an At habas can t erm for stran ge rs. 



1. up the Nass River to Gitlakdamiks (Aiyansh); 
along the CranberryRiver to Kitwankool and 
Kitwanga, with branches to Kuldo and Kispiox. 

2. from Kitimat, over to the Skeena River, up tri 
the Bulkle y Carriers; alternatively, over the 
Zymoetz River t o the Bulkle y River. 

3. east fro m Kemano, over the Coast Mountains to 
Tahtsa Lake and Ootsa Lake. 

4. :from Kimsquit to Eutsuk Lake; bifurcation to 
Whit esail Lake and Ootsa Lake; a lo ng Eutsuk 
Lake to the Ne ch ak o River (a branch of which 
also led to the head of Gardner Canal). 

5. from Bella Cool a , along the Bella Coola River 
and Blackwater River ta the Fraser River. 
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Several routes were also l ist e d b y Dawson (1877, 1878, 

1881) and Swannell (1914) in early e xp lorations of the Interior 

Plateau. 

8.i. Trade Material and Groups Involved 

The t y pes of mate ri a l trade d in dicat es a general west-

ward flow of f ur s and dressed skins, bro u g ht oy Athabasc an-

speakin g gro up s , and a return trade of goods of European man u-

factur e an d n ative materials of presti ge fr o m the coast. 

Th e Shus waps tr aded deer skins, and lat er horses, ta 

the Chilcotin for denta1ia obtained from the Bella Cool a; 

hor s es were received from the Okanagan for thi s dentalia. 

Sorne trade was carri ed on with the Carriers ( Boas 189 0: 637) . 

From 1806 ta 1821, the Shuswaps obtained goods from the North-

west Compa ny thro u gh the Carriers. Thi s raIe of Carrier 

middlemen was eliminated in 1821 with the establiihment o f 
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Fort Alexandria (Smith 1912: 482). 

Many Chi1cotins made annua1 expeditions ta the coast 

(Farrand 1898: 645). 

Bella Coala Indians, lacking large game in their 

territory, traded moose and caribou hides from the Carriers 

(McI1wraith 1948 1: 2). McIlwraith (1948 1: 255) notes that 

coppers, abalone shells, an d moosehides were valued by the 

Bella Cool a because of their mention in origin myths; moose­

hides appearing in at 1east two (McIlwraith 1948 1: 255, fn.6). 

Some A1katcho Carriers spent the period from December ta Feb­

ruary in Bella Co o1a villages, trading, in additiori to the 

furs and skins, bark utensils, and nett1e twine for fish nets 

(Gold rnan 1953: 51). 

There is no mention of actual trade goods between the 

Car r ier s and Haisla, but Duff (1951: 29) wrot e t hat the Ches­

latta Carriers frequently trave11ed ta the coast ta trade 

with the Kemana Kit imats and Kimsquit . Priar ta the dr asti c 

depopul at ion of the Ches1 at ta Carrier, this trade may have 

been greater. 

Boa s' T sim sh i a TI ~1 v t h 0 1 0 g y ( 1 9 1 6) 1 a c k s d e t ail e d r e -

ference s to caasta1 tr ading relations with interior groups, 

exc ept for a genera 1 statement ( Boas 1916: 437 ) abo ut a trad­

in g expedition inland, with red achr e trad ed for weasel skins, 

and the note (Boas 1916: 407) th a t inland tribes were vi si ted 

on trading trips made by canae. 
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According to Jenness (1943: 478), the Gitksan con-

tro11ed the Skeena River trade, trading denta1ia she11s and 

copper for Carrier moose hides and furs. However, the Coast 

Tsimshian estab1ished a trade fair about 1850 at Mission 

F1ats, at the confluence of the Skeena and Bu1k1ey rivers 

(Jenness 1943: 478), near the main (after 1820) Hwitsiwoten 

village of Tsechah or Hagwe1gate (Morice 189 2: 120). This 

trade was carried on for severa1 year s, with a few o~ the 

Carriers even accompanying the Tsimshian ta the coast to 

spend the wi nter there (Jenness 1943: 478). However, the 

trade was interrupted from 1866 ta 1869 b y a fight 'during one 

of the sessions, in which some Carriers were killed. 

resumed when, accordi ng ta Jenness (1943: 478): 

..• the t wo peoples conc1uded pea ce at a g reat 
potlatch i n whic h th e Tsimshian, as agg r es sor s 
in the f i ght , paid compensation f or ev er y Ca r­
rier who wa s sl a in. 

Trade 

This co mpensation wa s li ke ly the source of a go od 

de al of ceremonial par aphe rnalia, carvin g s, a nd maybe phrat ic 

affiliation s for t he Carrie rs. 

Cert ain Tsimsh i an clans claimed ex c lus iv e tr ading pri-

vile ges wit h Car ri ers , Bab in e s, a nd Sekanis, a nd ascending 

inland a s fa r as Bea r Lake, a ccord i n g to Mariee (1910: 647). 

Boas (1 889: 35) h as elaborated on this pre ro ga tive of a cer-

tain LEgieq of the Gyispaqlaots Tsimshian tribe: 

The na me LE g i eq is a Gyitima t ( Ha i sla ) n ame . It 
1s a privilege of the Gyispaqlao ts ta trad e with 
th e Gyit ksan ; and th ey kept up this priviie ge 



successfully even against the Hudson Bay Company 
until the latter purchased it from them in 1866. 
The Gyit' Enda chiefs are relatives of those of 
the Gyispaqlaots. They share their privileges, 
and bear the same names, the one LEgieq excepted. 
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This trade monopoly attempt b y LEgieq, who was a tri~ 

bal chief at Fort Simpson, is dated as early as 1836 by Gar-

field (1950: 7) ~ 

The ' importance of coastal traders is indicated by the 

report of the Fort St. James factor for the Hudson's'Bay Com-

pany in 1833, John McLean. McLean (1932: 183) felt that al-

though it would be desirable to end the credit system, its 

abolition would mean that the Carriers would only trade else-

where; further (McLean 1932: 183): 

Sorne of the natives of the co ast, havin g become 
regular traders of late yea rs, penetrate a con­
siderable distance into the interior; in this 
manner th e goo ds obtained from the Compan y 's posts 
along t he coast, or on f orei g n tradin g ship s, 
pass fro m hand to han d in barter, until they even­
tuall y r ea ch the borders o f New Caled onia , where 
the trad e st ill affords a handsome profit to the 
native sp eculato r. 

Morice (1 892 : 1 2 0) wrote th at Haida a nd occ a sion a ll y 

Tlingit also trad ed at th e a nnual Tsechah tr ading event, with 

Carri ers i mitatin g th e ceremonies th ey ob served a t this annual 

1 trade fa ir, and obtaining stories and t ales . 

1 An exam pl e of this is the Carrie r tale of a journey 
to th e l and of the dead (Horice 1892: 123-124), containin g re­
fe rences to bo a rd houses of split cedar, which resemb1es a 
coast a1 t ale e1 ic ited by Boas (1889: 47 - 48 ). It h as a distri­
but ion among only a few of the Car r ier g roups, ' a nd these pro­
fess to have obtained it at Tsechah (Horice 1 892 : 124). 
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Materia1 exchanged at this trade fair were, from the 

coast, stone axes, denta1ia, aba10ne she11s, copper, wood 

boxes, carved ceremonial parapherna1ia, oolachon oi1, etc. 

Interior goods inc1uded dressed skins, pe1ts, and fur blan-

kets (Morice 1892: 120). 

Nass River Indians visited the Bu1k1ey River to bar-

ter oolachon oi1 for marten and other furs; Carriers from the 

Bulk1ey River occasiona11y trave11ed to the Nass during famines 

to purchase oolachon oi1 and other food (Jenness 1943: 478). 

Harmon (1957: 150) wrote. in the ear1y 1800's that the 

Babines bartered with the "Atenas" (ie., Gitksan) for guns, 

c1oth, b1ankets, axes, cast iron pots, pine root ves~els, and 

sheep woo1 blankets (Chi1kat?). The adjacent (to the east) 

Carriers of Stuart Lake obtained, in this same period, a11 

their root vesse1s, an d most of their bows andarrows from 

their nei ghbo urs, the "At-e-nas and Nate-ote-tains" (Harmon 

1903: 249). The latter group is the Babines, whi1e the for-

mer may be Gitksan or even Shuswap or Chi1c otin. The Stuart 

Lake Carri e r have borrowed most of th eir terms for large game 

(moose, caribou) and f ire arms from the Sekani (Morice 1932: 

499), indic a tin g th e dir ec tion of tr ad e for firear rns and l a r ge 

game. 

Ear1y Sekani trade with g roups to the west, especi a 11y 

Carriers, is indic a t ed by the presence of iron work among a 

group of Sekani on th e Parsnip River in 1793 (Mackenz i e 1902: 

90-1 0 0 ) . Th is gr oup inforrned !-fa ckenzi e (1 902 : 91) th at th ey 
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trade beaver skfns for iron and . denta1ia from groups ta the 

west. Jenness (1937: 4) states that these articles were ob-

tained from the Carriers of the Fraser River and Stuart Lake, 

and Gitksan at Bear Lake. 

Black, in 1824 (1955: 111) wr ote that the "Nahannies" 

(Tah1tan) traded muskets, powder, and bad axes ta the "Th1oad -

enes" (Tlotô na Sekani) for beaver skins. Sorne of these Thload-

enes informed Black (1955: 111) that: 

••. they had no Salmon or ever heard of any e x cept 
on the Babine River where there was plenty, that 
they were thin king of going there in the fall ta 
trade Salmon, that it lies ta the SH of this (Lake 
Thutade) over moun tains. 

Sekani trade with the Carriers and trading posts in 

Carrier territory was as much the result of pressures from 

eastern tribes as the accessibility of trade goods . In a 

journal of Si rn pson's tr av els of 1828, McDonald (1971: 20) notes 

encountering on September 6, 1828, two Sekanis on the Peace 

River two days travel from the junction of the Finlay and 

Parsnip Rivers who had beaver to trade at McLeod Lake (estab-

lished in 1805 by Fraser), and who avoided the Peace River 

posts because of the ho s tility of the Beav e r Indians who 

frequ e nted th em . HcDo nald (1 9 71: 20 ) be li eved that sorne of 

these Sekanis traded as far west as Fort Connolly, Bear Lake; 

an assumption reiterat ed by Black (1955: Ill) and Jenne ss 

(19 37: 4). Two days 1ater, McDon a ld (1971: 20 ) mentions a 

part y of 12 to 15 Sekani s at the junction of the Finla y and 
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Parsnip rivers "who seemed to have beaver" for trade at McLeod 

Lake, which itse1f had a population thert of 26 Sekanis (McDona1 d 

1971: 21). 

B1ack's journal of 1824 (in Patterson 1966: 69-74; 

1968: 194-218) 1ists a Sekani band of fifteen men with a win-

ter camp and hunting and fishing territories on the upper Fin-

1ay River (Patterson 1968: 194), who were cognizant of severa1 

other tribes - Th10adenes (headwaters of the Stikine River), 

Trading Nahannis (Tahltan or Kaska), Carriers, and Beavers (on 

the east slope of the Rocky Mountains) (Patterson 1968: 200). 

The Thloadenes and Finlay River Sekanis were exclucted from 

salmon rivers by the Trading Nahannis and Carriers, although 

Black (1 955: Ill) notes that the Th10adenes traded salmon at 

Babine Lake and beaver skins with the Nahannis for weapons. 

Trade between Se k ani band s and the Stuart Lake Carri e r 

was likely a direct result of the establishment of tradin g 

posts at McLeod Lake (1805) in Sekani territor y , and Stuart 

Lak e (1806), and Fmser Lake (1806), with a supply route link-

ing the three posts. However, Fraser's journal of 1806 in-

dicates th a t Sek a ni on th e Peac e Riv e r we r e weIl a cqu a inted 

with Carrier g roups (Fr as er 19 6 0: 191); whi ch Carr ie r g rou p 

is unclear, but it appears to be those around Babine Lake. 

Due to the efforts of J a mes McDou ga ll, who visit ed Stu a rt Lake 

1 severa1 months prior to the est a blish me nt of a post there, 

1 . 
Fras e r a rrlv e d a t Stu a rt Lake Ju1 y 26, 1 8 06 ( F r ase r 

1960: 231); HcDou ga 11 i n mi d -Hay , 180 6 (Frase r 19 60 : 1 81). 
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Stuart Lake Carriers were being directed to trade furs at 

McLeod Lake (cf. Fraser 1960: 199), a march of three and 

one-ha1f days (Fraser 1960: 181). 

Two Sekani bands were trading inta Rocky Mountain 

Portage in 1806; the Meadow Indians of the vicinity, and 

another group wh o obtained their iron goods and guns from 

a Bear Lake :west of the Finlay River headwaters (Babine La ke, 

according ta Lamb, in Fraser 1960: 170, fn. 9) (Fraser 19 60: 

170). Fraser (1960: 170) notes that the Stuart Lake Carrier 

a1so ta1ked of Bear Lake; their . description substantiating 

that of the Sekani . 

The Sekani accounts of the source of their Europe an 

goods indicates - west trade route that ex ~ 

tended from the Finlay and Peace rivers ta the Skeena and 

Stikine rivers, but largel y b ypassed the Carriers of Stuart 

Lake and Fraser Lake until the establishment of trading posts. 



9. METHODS OF TRADE 

From the ethnographie material, three main modes of 

trading are to be found: barter at trade fairs, trading part-

ners, and the formation of companies for trading. Evidence 

is laeking ~or sib-struetured trading patterns among the Car-

riers, as OIson (1936) has d e scribed for the Tlingit ,and Tag-

ish, bu t association wit h the Tsi mshian at the trade fairs 

may hav e resulted in the adoption of sib affiliation. 

Describing the trading patterns be~we en the Bell ~ 

Coola and Chilcotin Indian s , Lane (1953: 111) writes: 

Before tr ading posts were established in the v alley. 
exehan ge to ok pla c e be t ween Chilcotin an d Be lla 
Coola friends. A Chil c otin would visit hi s friend, 
bringin g buc kski n , dried berr i es, and f urs. Th ese 
would be exchanged fo r dried salmon, oolachon ail, 
paints, and trade goods . The Chilcotin did not 
consider this trade , bu t an exchange of gifts be­
t we en ' good friends. ' 

This t y pe o f tradin g pattern wa s probably ext e n ded ta 

Ca rriers a s weIl, as Lan e (1953: 11 4 ) notes that aIl int er ior 

Indians wer e labelled 'Sti ck Indians' b y the Bella Cool a . 

There is an indic ation of affinaI obli gat ions ut ilize d 

by the Bel~a C~olat~ _ ab t ain f urs. While on the Fra ser Rive r, 
, .. . .. ~ .... ' 

Mac kenz~e's ~ ti1de : inioimed him th at two me n wh om Ma ck enzie ha d 

se en the day before ( June , 1793): 

••. we re just returned f rom th eir re nd ezv ous, with 
the n a ti ves of the sea coast, and had just brou gbt 
back a message from his brother-in- l aw, that he 
held a new axe for him , and not ta for ge t ta bring 

70. 



a moose skin dressed in exchange. 
189) 

(Mackenzie 1902: 

Mackenzie's guide, a Negai1as (Carrier), mentioned 
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that sorne Indians of the B1ackwater "were not of their tribe, 

but are a11ied ta the people of the sea coast who trade with 

the white man" (Mackenzie 1902: 190). These other Indians 

ca11ed themse1ves Na scud-Denees and be10ng to a different 

tribe than the Nagai1as, according to Mackenzie (1902: 198). 

Go1dman (1953: 34) wrote that the A1katcho themse1ves 

formed, severa1 times, 'companies' ta trade furs; "each com- · 

pany had expected that the Indians out of b100d loya1ty wou1d 

trade ,vith them;" but these have ahvays fai1ed. 

It is interestin g to note that the Babine sibs were 

ca11ed "companies" (Hack1er 1958: 32), as were those of Stuart 

Lake (Hawthorn et al 195 8 : 66), although Duff's (1951: 30) 

Fort Fraser infor man t used the term "parties" (trading parties?). 

These companies may have been an interpretation of 

the phratrie s ys te m of the coasta1 gro ups with which the Ca r-

riers came into contact. Assuming that the A1katcho Carri e r 

were once centred north\y a rd around Oo tsa Lake prior to the e x-

pansion of the fur trade, and thus in contact with the Hais1a , 

then the distribution o f these co mpanies corresponds to the 

are a of th e matri- sibs. 



10. MYTHOLOGY 

Origin rnyths of the Bella Coola (McIlwraith 1948 1: 

292-360) contain refe rences to encounters with Carrier Indians, 

sorne indicating rnarriage and cornrnon ancestry. These origin 

rnyths are described, in genera l, by McIlwraith (1948 1: 292-

293) as the fol lowing: 

••. origin myths relate how, in the beginning of 
tirne, the suprerne go d sent down to earth the 
first ancestors of the Bella Coola people, each 
usuall y provided wit h means of sustenance, a 
house, and certain supernatural powers. The 
right to the narnes of these people, as weIl as 
to the type of cere monial objects used b y them, 
has been the privilege of their descendants. 

Bella Cccl a oral tradit ions are of two types: one, 

a smaiuts a, "any myth which gives the initial use of a n ame, 

a dance, or any other prero ga tives;" and second, a sIrn~ma, 

which is a rne re story which can be told by an yo ne ( McIlwr a ith 

1948 1: 293). The restricted use of a smaiutsa, a nd resent-

ment of any unauthorized u se o utsid e o f the ancestral famil y , 

indicat es that sI msma stories would be the t ype acces ibl e to 

foreign ers, eg ., Carrier s . 

Cont ained in th e ori g in myths are record s of encoun-

ters with oth e r tribes and even ts of historic a l derivation, 

intermin g l ed with my tholo gy fo r support. McIlwraith (194 8 1: 

313, p assim) indicates this merging of the rnythological and 

histo rical perspective a llo ws the subst ant iation. of even 

material of Eur op ea n nomencl a ture; i.e., the us e of, and 

72 . 
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rights ta, anything is substantiated by its mythological re-

ference. Many of the Bella Coola myths take place initially 

in the interior of British Columbia and include interaction 

with interior groups in the narrative, even though Mcllwraith 

(1948 1: 331, fn. 48) notes that the Bella Coola were suppos-

ed to be the only inhabitants on earth initially. 

The origin myth of Stulx (Mcllwraith 1948 1: 307-309) 

is an interesting example of the integration of foreign people 

into Bella Coola 'history.' This narrative recounts the tra-

vels of a certain wiaqaii, who travelled in the interior to 

find a wife; met a group of wolf-men, who guided h~m to the 

home of a:l:ixlmotusaix, "who had landed from above with his 

wife on Mount Tclnisi in the Carrier country. They had brou ght 

from above a beaver as food, and sorne moo~e skins." W~aqaii 

married th e man's dau ght e r, who, in the return trip ta stulx: 

•.. went ahead to break a track in the forest. 
From this sh e took th e na me Nu xme :l:nl ma n" a , 
"Stick-Breaker" ... 

Had she not cleared this path, there would have been 

no communication toda y bet ween the Carri e rs and Bella Coola. 

The house wi aqa ii buil t f or hi s wife was de cor a t e d with th e 

rav e n moti f - the door wa s the b eak of the raven, raven t o te m 

pole, and r a v e n carv e d on the end of ever y beam. A:l:ixlm ot u sa ix 

built a hou s e a litt le ab ov e st ul x ; a nd ca lled the hous e 

sklmnan±, which is like the pr es ent (1920) Bell a Coola h o use s , 

but made entir e ly of s kins. 
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This narrative i5 interesting in several aspects. 

First, it indicates the first interaction between Bella 

Coolas and C~rriers, with a marriage of a woman of the latter 

and a man of the former resulting in not only the Carrier 

woman residing in the village of her husband, but her father 

moving close by also. The beaver and moose skins suggest a 

prime motiv~ for the contact, and as moose was absent in this 

area untilat least 1800, we have an approximate date for 

this contact, which accords with the notion that interaction 

of these two groups was largely a consequence of the fur 

trade. 

The fourth origin myth of stulxl(McIlwraith 1948 1: 

312) suggests a common origin for the upriver Bella Cool as 

and adjacent interior tribes, commencing: 

'. Long, lon g ag a there iva s in a my sterious pla ce far 
ta the east and far above this world, a ve ry lar g e 

• house, Kuts at ~nais, in whi c h dwelt to gethe r aIl 
people, Bella Coola, Bella Be lla, Carriers, and 
the reste 

The lower Bella Coola River villages do not in~lude 

Carriers in their origins-of-tribes myths, indic a ting that 

the Carriers were in contact with only the upriver villa ges 

along t he Be lla Cool a Riv er. 

1 Host populous of the up pe r river tOHn s ; on the 
point b etwce n t he la'xIlx ( At n arko River ) a nd sla ' k~ (White­
water River) river s , HÎli ch form the Be lla Cool a :\ iver. 
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, 1 
The settlement of snut~e'tl, according ta a fragment 

of an origin myth (McIlwraith 1948 1: 302-313), once had a 

large salmon weir ta which neighbouring people came, until 

it was swept away by a flood, and the people moved ta stuIx. 

These passages from origin myths of villages on the 

upper Bella Coola River indicate that there was interaction, 

and marriagè, between the Bella Coolas and interior Athabas-

cans, and further that this contact was, according to the 

elements o f the narratives, largely an outcome o f the fur 

trade. Certain elements found among other groups of Carriers 

than those immediate ta Bella Coola territory suggest that 

a trade route ran northeast from the Bella Coola area, as 

weIl as along the Blackwater River, ta Fraser Lake, Stu ar t 

Lake, and from Stuart Lake to include the. Sekanis. One in-

dication of this is the p artic ular house built by wiaqaii 

at stuIx, with the emphasis on raven elements. This mal' have 

been the prototype for a Carrier lod ge described by Morice 

(1932: 502), tat san ~taxee±avex~ "rav ens crossin g their bills," 

a kind o f former ceremoni a l 10dge. 

Origin myths of the Kims quit Bella Coo1a a1so r evea1 

ace 0 u nt s 0 fin t er a c t ion VI i t il Car rie r g r 0 U P s ( cf. }1 cIl \ .J rai th 

1948 1: 330-348), and more specifica11y with Ootsa Lake Carriers. 

1 Ten miles up th e Atnarko from stulx. 

2 tats an , raven ; vex , house. One of the Alkatcho crest 
groups is a1so named rave~d a tsan (Go1àman 1941: 400). 
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The origin myth of siwalos, 35 miles up the Dean River 

(Mcl1wraith 1948 1: 330) mentions a weir there that once 

spanned the river, and in which sa many salmon were caught 

that the Carriers used ta come great distances ta purchase 

this surplus. From Ask±ta, Salmon House, a certain ma n by 

, 
the name of Tsaqos moved in land ta the country of the Carriers, 

, , 
where he remained, taking the adopted name gagos (McIlwraith 

1948 1: 331). This Tsa~os had original1y brought wi~h him 

to Salmo n House a caribou, which he re1eased on earth. This, 

together with his resettlement inland, 
, 

suggests that Tsa g os 

may have originally been a Carrier who traded caribou hides 

ta the inhabitants of Salmon House, or a Kimsquit who traded 

., . l . . . 
car100U from the Carr ler. ThlS en tlr e area of the upper Dean 

River presented a problem to McIlwraith (1948 1: 15 - 16), who 

wrote: 

The histor y o f the vi ll age s on the u pper Dean is 
puzzli ng. ~ythological a ccou n ts of their founding 
were obt a ined, and sorne of the older pe ople stated 
that t hey had be en occupied until recent years . On 
the ot her hand, t he re are apparently relia ble tradi­
tions of Carrier settleme nts there. The pr o bable 
exp1an ation is that t he Bella Coola for~erly ext end ­
ed over the are a, e it her in aet ual faet or ac cor ding 
to mythology, but were supplanted b y the Carriers. 

Dawson (1 8 7 8 ) passed throu g h Salmon liouse, near th e 

juncti on of the Tahia and Dean rivers, in 1876 on an explora-

1 tsa, is beaver in Carrier, but Ts aq os may be wholly 
Bella Coola. 
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tion of the area between the" coast and Fraser River. At 

one time t Salmon House consisted of two Indian houses, one 

on each side of the Dean River, opposite a small vaterfall 

"at which natives make their annual fishery" (Dawson 1878: 

30). The fishing latticework was described by Dawson (1878: 

31) as: 

••• a pr~carious bridge of poles and sticks is 
construct ed across the torrent, and a series of 
baskets arranged along the front of the fall, in­
to which, in trying ta leap up, the salmon drop. 

Goldman (1941: 401) indicates that there were six hang-

irig baskets, placed side by side, " at the Salmon House fa11, 

aIl named and restricted in use as fo11ows: 

1. 
2 • 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Trap Na n e 

tsenu'ye 
di ye'nko 
nid e ' ntan 
nul' t en 
tseyenu'ntan 
no na me 

Be10 nged to: Cou1d be used bv: 

a Beaver (Tsa yu ) chie r Beaver g roup members 
Qualcho Lake individuals 
Qualcho Lake individuals 
Alkatcho peop le Alkatc ho villa ge 
Al kat c ho people Alkatcho v illage 
open property 

The Beaver crest group of the Alkatcho Carrier also owned 

the entire side of the river where their baskets were hung 

(Go ldman 194 1: 401 ), i.e., the south side for 60 to 90 feet 

be10w the fa ll s, according ta Smith (n.d.). Smith (n.d.) al-

sa indicate s that the Ootsa Lake Carr ie r rnay have had a place 

on the north side of the river. The reason for the vari e ty 

of fish traps at Sal mo n House, accordin g ta Gol dma n (19 41: 401) 

was due to its location on the main route of the Lower Carriers 

ta the Bella Coola villa ges . 
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At the lndian crossing of the Dean River on July 7, 

1876, Dawson (1878: 28) reported that he: 

••• found aIl the lndians of this part of the 
country col1ected there, on their way down to 
their annual fisher y at the Salmon House. They 
may have been fift y to sixt Y in number, thus 
representing the population o f a tract extend­
ing beyond Lake Tschich northward, and nearly 
to C1uscus Lakes eastward, or about 2,500 square 
miles of surface. 

The - next day, travelling southwest to Tanyubunket Lake 

(Tanyu Lake?), Dawson (1878: 29) reported that he: 

••• passed aIl the Indians on the mar ch, every 
man, wornan, and child, and even the dogs, with 
packs of appropriate sizes. All ••• on the way to 
their great annual holiday-making, the salmon­
fishery. 

Although the comme nceme nt of Carrier activity at Sal-

mon House is unclear, it is evident that this was an irnpor -

tant salmon fishery as weIl as on a major trade route. Ah 

earlier pattern of Carriers visiting for trade in salmon and 

European goods for furs with the Kimsquit Bella Coola was 

1ik e ly followed by exclusive Carrier utilization, aided by 

the decirnation of the Kimsquit by disease. Hclhna ith (1 948 1: 

16) not es that a smallpox epidemic abo ut 1860 50 reduced the 

villa ges on the Kimsuit River that the surv ivor s moved to the 

Dean River. In thi s epide mic, the up-river villa g es on the 

Dean River were probably de cima ted also, resulting in th e a~al-

gamation into one villa ge on th e inlet, an d allowing th e Al kat-

cho ta expand into the upper Dean River area. 

Another Kimsquit vi lla ge , si ,,,a 1'o s, " where canoe s are 
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left," was about 35 miles from the sea; across the river was 

, 
sutke±ta. "winter trail." which HcIlwraith (1948 1: 15) notes 

was where the winter trail to the interior left the river. Mc-

Ilwraith (194 8 1: 15) felt that although it may have been 

Just a camping spot for the winter trail, it is possible that 

the two sites once formed a town. 

The : origin myth of sa·tsk. at the mou th of the Kim-

squit River (McIlwraith 1948 1: 335) involves the Ootsa Lake 

Carrier. A certain man of this village, smaoan, married WatEs, 

daughter of a chief of the Xixais Indians. a branch of the 

Carrier Indians to the northeast of the Kimsquit; ,obtaining 

from her the right to use a form of a whistle that imitated a 

deer. 

Another origin ' my th l mentions a place in the interior, 

wh e r e ace r ta in Xe di 1 kas, sen t do \-, n "i n the b e gin n in g " b y A ±-

qunt am, settled at Qot±nelos, " near a la k e n 'o w occupied by 

the Carrier Indians ll (Hclh.rra ith 1948 1: 348). 

Two patterns are evident from an analysis of Bella 

Coola and Kimsquit ori gi n myths: on e, that foreigners are 

included in the narratives, a lon g with an account of encounters 

with the m, but the chronol ogy is elusive; and two, different 

villa ges had different contacts - the lower Bel l a Coola ~ iver 

1 This particular myth is included in McIlwraith ' s 
(1948 1: 342-351) section of ori gi n myths of oth~r trib es , 
which the Bella Coola have obtained, possibly through marriage, 
and have been altered ta the Bella Coola pattern. With this 
prov iso, this myth may have come from the Carriers, although 
McIlwraith docs not indicate th at th is is the ca se . 
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villages having little or no contact with interior groups, 

the upper Bella Coola river villages interacted with the 

'Carriers , ' a rubic that may include Chilcotins as weIl as 

Carriers, and finally, the Kims~uit villages had relations 

with not only 'Carriers,' but a specific group, the Xi x ais, 

who were likely Eutsuk Lake Carriers and/or Cheslatta Carr­

iers. 



Il. CEREHONIES 

Potlatching appears limited in distribution in the 

central interior of British Columbia (and associated with 

validation of titles, etc.) to the area west of the Fraser 

River, and north of the Bella Coola River and Blackwater 

River, alth9ugh feasts were prevalent in other areas. 

Occasions for Chilcotin feasts were marriag~s, shamen's 

initiations, funerals, and availability of extra food (Lane 

1953: 206). With respect to the Chilcotin, Lane (1953: 223) 

asks whether the lack of references to ceiemonial life iri the 

calendar of the Chilcotins (and Carriers) is negative evidence 

regarding the degree of coastal ceremonialism in their cult ure. 

In the Indian Affa irs RepoTt for 1885 (pa g e 115), the agent 

for Williams Lake reported that the co as tal form of potlatch 

was not present in the upper Chilcotin-Williams Lake area, al-

though there was a 'mild' form of potlatch when a fence was 

erected around a grave, with nei ghbo uri ng groups invited to 

help, and a week of feastin g , etc. l 

Shuswap potlatches were not prominent, according ta 

Dawson (1 891 : 14), but traces were ta be found in connect io n 

with feasts for the dead, marriage feasts, et c. 

1 However 'mild,' this potlatching was vi ewe d as a 
nefario us practice, and the a g ent suffixed his report with 
a reco mmendation of elimination. 

81. 
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A succession feast was ce1ebrated among the T'lotona 

Sekani (Jenness 1937: 62); after cremation, the deceased's 

8ib hosted the other sibs, at which time the dead man's suc-

cessor, usua11y the sister's son, assumed the crest ornaments 

and rank. The NcLeod Lake Sekani (Jenness 1937: 60) had a 

post-funera1 feast six months to two years later (dependi ng 

upon hunting- success) in which the e1dest son or nearest male 

relative gave a feast to aIl the band. This feast, however, 

was purely comme morative, denoting no change in the rank of 

the giver. These memoria1 f easts, usua11y he1d about one 

year after the funera1, are found among other Athabascan 

groups; the Dogrib (Jenness 1967: 393); Hare (Je nness 1967: 

393); and Kutchin (Je nness 1967: inèicating a gen eral 

Athabascan pattern, the elaboration of whic h formed the basis 

for succession ceremonies and sib emphasis, under coasta l in-

f1uence, as, for example, among the Bulkley River Carriers 

and T'lotona Sekani. 

In a section titled "Se kan i and Potlatch," Norice 

(1932: 459, section 2644) gives the term yuy u tsulle, lit -

eral1y "let us be élshamed," but notes that it corresponds 

to "let us adopt the potlatching system, " writing: 

••• many of th e p ublic distrib u tions consequent 
on the same bein ~ deemed the result of a wish to 
wash in a personal public g rati f ication the shame 
resulti ng from . a wounded pr id e . That phrase is 
put to the cr edit o f the Sekanais tribe h'he n its 
westernp art made an in effe ctual at tem p t at adopt­
ing the practice of th eir neighbours the Carrier s . 
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In other words, it appears that the McLeod Lake Sek­

ani attempted initially to adopt the concept of potlatching, 

i.e., a distribution of goods, to an existing feature, the 

~ tsu11e ceremony, in which, among the Carriers, a man 

made an impromptu distribution of c10thes to the assemb1ed 

community when his daughter reached puberty - "to wash out 

his shame" (Marice 1910: 975). It is interesting to note 

that the first memoria1 ceremon y among the Stuart Lake Car­

rier, ±iz thEn hanatsEvE ~thih, "taking from the ashes," is 

accompanied by a distribution intended to wipe away the shame 

of the death (Morice 1890: 147). Succession ceremonies and 

potlatches, then, may be based partia11y on an Athabascan 

paatern of removing the shame of death and making the bod y at 

rest, the extension of which. is concerned with va1idating 

succe·ssion to the tit1es of the de cease d. 

Jenness (19 43: 513-515) indicates that the six Hwit­

siwoten post-de~th ceremo nies are divided into two main cate­

gories; the first three concern ed with the dispens ati on of 

the corpse; the latter three with succession. The third cere-

mony itse1f (c f. Jennes s 1943: 514) has two distinct aspects -

th e erection of the grave house, and the definite ap point me nt 

of a succes sor. However, Jenn es s (1943: 515 ) notes that the 

ne,,, chief 1I,,,as expected to give three more pot1atches bef ore 

he could c1aim the same dignity as his predecessor." 

The same pattern is r epea tecl amoll g the Stuart La ke 
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Carriers (cf. Morice 1890: 147-153); the third ceremony, 

tsEztEdillah , "the imposition of the feather down," having 

two parts - the erection of a fence around the cremated re-

mains, and the elevation of the successor to the rank of 

'noble;' and "Henceforth, he is a real and accepted toeneza; 

but to enjoy aIl the prerogatives of his rank, he will have 

to make three more distributions" Otorice 1890: 150). 

Inextricably bound up with the concept of titles and 

rank i5 the formaI means of acquisition or validation of in-

herited titles, etc., which in the northwest was the potlatch -

the formaI announcement and public validation of tdtle to 

certain rights and prerogatives (Drucker 1963: 131 - 132). 

According to Morice (1 905: 211), potlatches among the Carri er s, 

called ho x ~.,r anata, "the g oing ne ar, " (Horice 1893: 125) ~.,rere: 

••• pu b lic dist r ibutions of d r essed sk ins, e.a t­
ables, and ot he r property by t he people o f one 
gens to th e assembled rnernbe rs o f other gentes. 

Acquisition o f a tit1e to the possession of the hunt-

ing grounds of the sib was throu g h potlatching ( Morice 1933: 

640), but Steward (1 960: 737) felt: 

••• it was the title to nobility rather th an the 
land use for subsistence purposes that was theor­
etic ally inherited by a man 's si ste r's son s . 

Steward (1 96 0: 733) fe1t that the Carriers lacked any 

nobi1it y or pot 1 a tchi ng two c enturies ago , with th e chan ge 

ta k in g place two or threc de c ades prior to th e advent o f the 

wh ites. Among the Lo wer Carri ers, the Alkatcho claim t hat 
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they had no pot1atching five generations ago (Goldman 1953: 

162) • lt is interesting to note that Morice (1892: 115) 

felt that the potlatch was perpetuated by the trading com -

panies, "who, the better to keep the natives under subjugation, 

gave themse1ves every year a kind of tobacco potlatch," ob-

servirig the traditional differences of rank among the Carriers. 

The conclusion, then, is that although potlatching was 

lacking among the Carriers prior to coastal contact, .there 

were certain structural features to which 'potlatching' was 

added; succession ta titles an extension of ceremonies intend-

ed to wipe out the shame of the death of a relative. 

11. i. Potlatching: Native Testimony 

Stat ements by Carrier Indians th emselves, over a p er-

iod of a century, indicate that the distribution of food supp-

lies was an integral part of at least one kind of ceremon y , 

with increas e d presti g e as a result. In the perioù 1810 to 

1820, Ha r LlO n (1903: 17 3) quo tes a s ta t e r.l e n t b y a t: i cos li w 0 t e n 

( S tua r t L a k e ) Ca r ri e r, Q li a s, \" il 0 s t a t e d : 

Hhen it \.,ra s t he p r oper seas o n ta [lun t t he beave r , 
l (~) k i l l t hem ; and of t heir fJ e sh l ma ke fe as t s 
for m y r e l a t i \ ' es . l, of t en, f e a s t a Il t Il c l n li i é1 n s 
of my vill a g e ; and sc ~e t irn e s i nvite peopl e from 
afar o ff, t o can e and p a rta k e o f the f ru i ts of my 
hunt. 

The above statencn t i ncli c a tes a sllarin g of food pri-

marily \.,r itb r e lative s , s e conJ a ril y with o t h e rs o f the sa me 

villa ge , a n d a terti a r y s h a r ing wit h o t h er vill ag e s. Ne g a-
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tive evidence suggests that the concept of a distribution 

by the members of one sib to the others, as Morice (1893: 125) 

indicates was the pattern by the middle of the nineteenth 

century, wa s either absent or not formally integrated into 

the Necosliwoten social structure. This pattern of dis tri-

butions of foodstuffs without being structured along sib 

lines is als~ indicated in an account given to Sewell (1951: 

8-9) about 1950 by a Donald George, in his 70's, of the Na tle 

Reserve (Fraser Lake): 

In old times everybody was ver y honest and very 
clean. AlI the peo ple had holes to keep food in. 
Nobody would take food fr6m holes that wer e not 
their own. Sorne of the r ic h fami lies had 6any 
holes full of f ood. Whe n poor fam ilies had no 
food the rich fam ili es would giv e them enough. 
Th is maJe rich famil ies very str on g . When ricb 
families had f ood for two, three years t hey g i ve 
big potlatch to aIl the villa ge s. This made thern 
strong with aIl the people in the villa ge s. 

Steward (1971: pers. comm.) indicates that the Stuart 

Lake C~r rier had localized g roups, rat h er than mo ieties with-

in a single co mm unit y, that main tain ed themsel ves partly by 

potlatch ing against other localized groups. These groups had 

taken th e names o f Tsimshian phratries, indirectl y , it would 

seem, fro m the Hwitsiwoten and Babine Lake Carri ers . 

The Hwitsi woten appe a r to hav e had multi-sib vill ag es, 

Hagwelgate and Moricetown , wit h cere monies along sib li nes. 

For the Tauten , along the Frase r River, the co mm unity was 

host ( Ray 1942: 231), with no named groups . The Stuart Lake 

Ca rrier appear intermediate, with loc alized groups bearin g 
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Tsimshian names, and the movement of persons to Fort St. 

James or intermarriage creating a multi-sib village. 

Il. ii. Stuart Lake (Necosliewoten) Ceremonies 

Early observations (1810) by Harmon at Fort St. 

James indicates that there were two types of ceremonies; 

one, the furteral feast, and the other, a general entertain-

ment feast (Harmon 1903: 260). Harmon (1957: 135) states 

that it was the custom of the Carriers to burn their dead 

and place the ashes in a shed erected in the centre of the 

village. At the fun e raI f e a s t s, ·d r e s se d m 00 s e and " r e d d e e r " 

skins were cut into strips and distributed among friends 

and relatives (Harmon 1903: 255). 

The second type of feast described by Harmon (1903: 

260-262), the entert a inin g feast, was made by a chief, who 

cooked several whole beavers, related how and whe re he killed 

them "that aIl present may know that it came from his own 

land" (Harmon 1903: 260), then presented the tail end to the 
1 

most respectable pers on in the house, w il 0 e a t s vI h a the c h 0 0 s es , 

and 50 forth until aIl present in the circle around the cen-

tral fire have eaten. AlI the cook ed beavers were present ed 

1 
Rosman and Rubel (1 971: 178 ) note that the pres en ta-

tion of the "lo ~est" portion or the food i s often a rever s e 
cOt:1pliment to the "hi g hest" guests. 
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in this way; the remaining fragments eut into smaller pieces 

for the women and children, or put into dishes. After this, 

berries were served by the women, the men and womp-n sang sangs, 

and, after the singing, each guest took his dish (with con-

tents) home. Harmon (1903: 260) notes that the guests enter-

tained at this latter feast "are frequently aIl the people of 

a village, ~s weIl as a few who belong ta a neighbouring vil-

lage." 

The second type of ceremony appears to be a distribu-

tion to indicate, or validate, possession of beaver-hunting 

territory, which accords with Morice's (1910: 130) description 

of the division of game into sedentary and nomadic. The 

beaver i5 the onl y member of the former group, and althou gh : 

••• a wayfarer in distress May help himse lf ta the 
flesll of any animal cau gh t outside of hi s o\o/ n 
gr oun ds; b ut he nust dress it s fur and hand it 
over ta t he o wner of t he g rounds on wh ic h it has 
been taken. C!orice 1 9 10: 130) 

Harmon ( 1903: 253 ) indicates that bea rs and beavers 

vIere hunted more for meat than skins, "for it is vlith the 

meat of these aninals th a t they make their feasts, in re Q.em -

bran ce of their dece ased r ela tives," the feas ts a necessit y 

for d eceased relatives to be at rest. Harnon ' s statements 

indi cate th a t beaver-huntin g territories vere circums crib ed 

by about 1 8 10; the meat us ed for feasts, and the furs likelv 

traded. By about 1 890 (the tim e of Norice), the actual furs 

were par am ount; bear and beave r mea t likel y supplanted by 

moos e mea t and tr ade go ods. 
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In the winter of 1833, McLean (1932: 156-158) attend-

ed a feast in Fort St. James in honour of a prominent person 

deceased sorne years ear1ier. The relatives of the deceased 

acted as stewards, but there is no mention of sibs. Food 

consisted of meat (bear, beaver, marmot), berries with sal­

mon ail , and roe; simi1ar ta Harmon's description, with the 

exception of - the roe. After eating, there were songs and 

dances, and dramatizations of the characters of a bear, deer, 

wolf, a "strange Tsekany" (i.e., Sekani Indian), and a parody 

of a jea10us husband and wife p1ayed by two men in masks. 

Mariee (1890: 152) notes that the masks are worn by jesters, 

with a new mask added every subsequent banquet by a 'notable; , 

"sa that the number of jesters present at these festivities 

indicates the number of banquets given by him since he suc­

ceeded his late uncle. Il 

Harmon's descri pt ion of the funeral feasts do not in­

clude the succession co n cept, although McLean's, with Morice's 

note, do suggest title succession. If this interpretation is 

co rrect, then formaI succession ceremonies ta the position of 

a maternaI uncle were formally elaborated at Stuart Lake be-

tween 1810 and 1833. ~[o rie e 's P il P ers in die a t e a se rie s of 

si~ cer em onies for validation o f title of the sib's huntin g 

grounds by the eldest son of the sis ter of the deceased title­

hold er 1 (Mariee 1933: 640). The six are listed belo\, ( from 

1 Mariee (1 890: 147) writes that for ceremonies g iven 
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(Moriee 1890: 147-153; 1905: 211-213): 

1. ±hiz th En hanatsEvE±thih,"the taking away from 
the ashes; " consumption o f bear grease; distribu­
tion of dressed 1eather ta wipe away ~he shame 
of d~àth; given by aspirant ta other sibs. 

2. no name given; celebration in honour of the de­
position of the remains of the deceased in the 
appointed place of respect in the house. 

3 . ts Ez t Ezdi l lih , "the i mposition of feather down;" 
'successo~'s eleva tionto title of deceased; erec­
"tian of a rectangular fen cing around sp ot of 
cremation; feast attended by population of the 
surrounding, and so metimes distant, villa g es; 
down put on heads of those ta receive dr e ssed 
skins the following day; di stribution of strips 
of dressed skins. 

4. natlh'adita, "he sits down;" assumption of seat 
of pred e c essor at potlat c h of another si b ; fee 
for this privile g e is a dis tribut ion of clothes 
or skins; greeted by shouts o f sEmot g et, Ts i m­
shian for no ble. 

5. no name given; winter dance in anticipa tion o f 
co mm e morativ e banque ts the f ollo win g summ er; 
feast g iv en to villagers. 

6. no na me given; Bost i mp ort an t c eremony; people 
of the surroundi ng villages invited ta build a 
ne w lod ge for the s ucc essor; carvin g of a taad 
or grouse, according ta t he sib of the new tenez a ; 
wido w relieved of carryin g the charred bon es , 
which are suspended from the rafters, then de­
posited in a box susp ended on a carved woo den 
pole. 

By the time of Horice's work at Fort St. James, th e 

f u neral feas t had been extended into a formaI validation of 

t he titles and prerogatives of the deceased by either a broth er 

in honour of the dead, one s u ff ic cs for an untitled persan; 
but there are six we l l-defined cere monies when a title is ta 
be validated. 
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or a sister's son. The initial motive seems to be an atone-

ment for the shame of death, a theme repeated, for examp1e, 

when a man's daughter reached puberty, when the father "be-

1ieved himse1f under the obligation of atoning for her suppos-

edly sinfu1 condition by a sma11 impromptu distribution of 

clothes" (Morice 1890: 62). 

Il. iii. A1katcho Carrier 

Go1dman (1953: 176, 183-185) has out1ined five kinds 

of distributions for the Alkatcho Carrier: 

1. haldzat, genera1 potlatch distribution. 

2. tEgetdttet, potlatches to elevate one'srank. 

3. tsEsde li, ftthrOtol in g it intû the rire;" distribu­
tion intended to wi pe out shame or shame recipient. 

4.hatsettcet, "tearing a blanket into many parts;" 
conventi onal rivalrous property exchan ge. 

5. ondzut attet, "to throw so me thin g away;" general 
distri b ution of smal1 objects to wipe out a 
shame. 

Pot 1 a t che s we r eth e coll e c t ive end e a vou r s 0 f e 'x t e n à e cl 

fami1i es (Gold ma n 19 40: 348), wi th four potlatches requir cd 

to e1evate one to the status of meo tih; persons were iden ti-

fied as rne otih by virtue o f their potlatch reputation r a ther 

than a cl ea r patt e rn of descent (Gol dman 1953: 17 2 ). 

In a summary statement, Gold ma n (1953: 12) notes that 

" some people took the potlatch seriously, others more o r less 

ignor ed it;" affectin g onl y a small proportion of the popul a -· 
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tion (Goldman 1953: 99). 

The concept of potlatching formalized somewhat the 

bride service; a man taking up virilocal residence after a 

distribution of goods (Goldman 1953: 99), with goods dis­

tributed from a man to his father-in-1aw, on the return visit 

of a daughter (goods brought by daughter and husband), and 

marriage announcements ( Goldman 1953: 100). 

The A1katcho ceremony time was in the late stimmer, 

when scattered hunting and trapping groups gathered for one 

or two weeks (Go1dman 1940: 351) " but ' occurred no more fre­

quent1y than once in two year s (Goldman 1940: 359). 

The formaI occasions for pot1atches wer e birth, mar­

riage, e1evation of a child or kin, assumption of full sha man-

istic power, and death (Go1dman 1940: 360). The funerai cere-

mony was given one or two years af ter death by t he sadeku, 

or bilatera1 kin group, led by the heir, in a cooperative 

ceremony to mark the end of mournin g and the assumption of 

titles by the heir. Go1dman (1940: 360) further notes th a t 

funera1 p ot1 atches were mos t co mm on, and very o ften aCCOQ­

pani ed by the other c erem onies - namin g and elevatin g of a 

child, pa yment of affinaI exchan g es, assump tion of name and 

crest prero ga tives, property distribution, construction o f a 

potlatch house, etc. 



11. iVe Tauten Carrier (Fraser River) 

Three types of ceremonies are listed by Ray (1942: 

190, 219) for the Tauten Carrier: 

11. v. 

1. feast part of marriage exchange; food provided 
by both families. 

2. post-funeral; relatives of deceased provide 
.f ood. 

3. cremation; chief (not relatives) of vill?ge in 
charge; friends serve as pall-bearers; only 
relatives attend. 

Other Carrier Groups 

According te Goldman (1953: 16), the potlatch had 

not reached Quesnel, on the Fraser River. 

11. vi. Summary 

Among the Bulkley River and Stuart Lake Carriers 
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(likely the Babine Lake Carriers also, although specifie in-

formation is lacking), potlatching is done along sib lines, 

with six required f or the formaI succession of a title in-

herit ed matri lin eally; the St ony Creek Carrier number of re-

quir ed potlatches is indeterminant; pot latchi ng am on g th e 

Alkatcho Carrier is done by an · extended fa mily or the sad e ku; 

the villa ge chief appears paramount in Tauten ceremon ies , 

with an absence of potlatching for the acquisition or the 

elev a tion of title s or status. The patterns, especially 

among the wes tern groups, reflc ct influences fromadjacent 



groups, with the 'ceremonial community' of some Carrier 

groups including coastal villages. 

94. 
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11. vii. Bella Coola Ceremonies 

The Bella Coola had two types of potlatches; the 

memorial potlatch, skanEt, with the respective potlatch 

house, nuskw anEtsa; and the ordinary potlatch, ±im, with 

the potlatch house, nus±irnsta (McIlwraith 1948 1: 458-459). 

The memorial potlatch usually w~sheld in autumn;l foreigners 

were invited; a memorial post (Es ka iEtl, "outside post") 

was carved, and painted boards were set up CMcl1wraith 1948 

1: 462). After a fourth potlatch, a man was accorded aposi-

tian of emminence, and termed a " numit± chi~f CMc l1wraith 

1948 1: 173). 

Il. viii. Haisla Ce remonies 

The Haisla had several ceremonies, summarized below 

(from OIson 1940: 178-179): 

naming: 

mortuary: 

1. hamtisl ah Cha msa , to eat ); child given name 
from mother's clan at age ten. 

2. kwita (te aring ); mother's brother confers name 
on si ster ' s son; distribution of b1ankets an d 
dress ed skins irnported from the interior. 

3. feast before potlatch house finished. 

4 . sik a t1 itla Cdrying the f100r); cornp1etion of 
potlatc h house. 

1. 1 u k 1 .... il ;) vu , Il t a b u r n :" a f ter chi e f die s, the n 

1 This might be he1d soon e r if sufficient supplies 
were ready (Hcl1wraith 194 8 1: 460). 



nephew-heir distributes deceased's property 
to chiefs of other clans. 

2. t'arnaky a, "it is locked up;" body buried; 
formerl y crernated. 
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3. adziksil a , "fixing the dead;1I distribution of 
prope r t y an d oolachon; succession of nephew 
va1id a ted . 

The funera1 is carried out by the members of the de -

ceased's father's clan (OIson 1940: 182). 

Il . ix. Gitksan 

Potlatching, according ta Garfield (1939: 217): 

••• was of fund am e n ta1 s oci a l i mportance t a ever y 
indivi d ual, si n c e aIl sig hi f ic an t c hange s were 
validated th r ou gh d ist rib ution of g oo d s. 

Personal n am es carrie d t h e ri g hts ta th e use a nd 

lineage propert y , thus succession of such na mes wa s of g r ea t 

impor,tance (Gar f ield 1 939 : 179) ; t h e a rde r o f succession ta 

first a y ounger bro ther o f t h e dec e a sed, th en ta t he el d e s t 

son of the e ld e st si ste r (Ga rf i e l d 1 939 : 180 ). The nUQb e r 

reqtiir e d f o r v a lid a tion is un clear, a lth ou~ h th e s i x cer e monies 

re qu i re d by t h e Carr i ers of Stuar t Lake a n d Bul kley Riv er, 

acc ompanied by a g r eat o v erlay of c o astal feat u res, su g gests 

th at s i x was a 1 so t h e nu mb er am o n g the Gi t ks a n. 

Th e foll owin g t a b l e pres ent s t he d i str i b u t ion o f 

potl a tch e l eme nt s : 
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Bulkley Stuart Alkatcho Gitksan Haisla Bella 
River Lake Coola 

terms for 
potlatch 

sb.,anEt (mem) 
dzetil hoxwanata haldzat yaok diakhae ~im(ordinary) 

No. req'd for 
elevation to 6 6 4 61 31 4 
highest status 

Table 5 Potlatch Elements 

Morice ( 1932: 504) glosses hoxWanata as both potlatch 

and banquet; for example, "to give a banquet," is given as 

hoxWene-s ya (Morice 1932: 486), reducible to hoxwene, feast (?), 

2.--1, -E, house; presumably literally "feast in a house."l 

Harmon (1903: word list) lists the term nate-tah, "dance;" 

50 hoxWanata is literally "feast-dance." The HvTitsiwoten 

(Bulkley River) and Alkatcho terms contain the root dzet, 

possibly derived from the Tsi ms hian term for crest, dzab, 

although the association is unclear. 

The number of feasts cum ceremonies cum potlatches 

required for either validation of succession or elevation ta 

the rank of a 'potlatch man' aligns the Alkatc ho with the 

Bella Coola, and the Stuart La ke Carrier and the Hwitsiwoten 

with the Gitksan. 

l Horice (1 932: 617) lists ±ezesvex as "ta g o ta a 
potlatch or fea st," ""hi ch reduces ta -y e x, house , ±e zes, 
feast (?). If ±czes means feast or potlat c h , then possi bly 
(and hi gh l y speculativ ely ) hox~nna ta was de riv ed f rom the 
Bella Coola skwaE t , which would indicate that the Stuart 
Lake Ca rri er we r e on c e in closer cont a c t wit h Be lla Cool a , 
a patt ern interru p te d by the es tabl ishDent of Fort St. J ane s 
in 1 806. Hacke n z ie (1 902 : 232) did meet, in 1793, a Carr ier 
tradin g p arty near the Dean Rive r from the north eas t on their 
way ta trad e wi th the Ki msq u its , and J enness ( 196 7: 366) sug ­
gests th at the Fort Fraser Carrie r we re influenced by th e 
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Bella Coola. This would leavc the interior Carrier groups 
relativel y f rce from Gitksan influences until the first 
decade of the nineteenth eentury. As a further note, Mar iee 
( 1932: 86 ) g ives the term for one Stu~rt Lake house type as 
ho x\"e-lt él z-vex , "eut-o ff hut," with an oV él l doorway, the 
same as the Grizzly House of the Alkélteho Carrier (Gold man 
1941: 401). The term is redueible t a 'fe as t-hous e .' 



12. THE COtlNUNITY 

Reviewing the concept of "community," Suttles (1963: 

514) states that by using co-residence as the only criterion, 

then a village is the community, but suggests that "we adopt 

as criteria those social ties that define and maintain status" 

(Sutt1es 1963: 514). For the Coast Sa1ish, fro m which Sutt1es 

was drawing his ethnographic data, the minimal unit for the 

definition and maintenance of status was not the village, but 

the area of intervillage marriage and potlatch relati ons 

(Suttles 1963: 514). These intervillage relations formed an 

exchange system that was adaptive; in other words, Suttles 

(1963: 515) suggests that marriage ties and consequent af f inaI 

-. 
exchanges were perhaps most va1uab1e when they crossed eco1o-

gical . boundaries. 

This concept seems applicable to the · Carriers, wit h 

a pattern of intervi11a g e relations based on the necessit v of 

acc ess to seasonally abundant food supplies, and rela~ions with 

the coasta1 villages partial1y based on the 1ac k of fùr-b ea r-

ing animaIs and l a r ge game in the coa stal area. 

Go1d man (1 953: 59 ) indic a tes th a t, for the A1 katcho, 

ther e was an unn amed c oomunity of neighbouring vil l ages t l\at 

traditiona11 y intermarried a nd invi t ed on e anoth e r to th eir 

potlatches, with co rnmon ma rria ges among Carriers from Oot sa 

Lake, Ch e sl a tt a Lake, Stony Cr eek, Qua1cho Lake, K1uskus, and 

99. 
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Entiako (Goldman 1953: 92). The lack of salmon in the Eutsuk 

Lake area, seemingly the tr aditi onal homeland of the Alkatcho, 

could then be compensated for by marriages, with affina I obli­

gations, with salmon areas of Stony Creek, the Ne chako River, 

and the Kluskus Lakes. Later, i.e., post fur trade, access 

to the salmon streams of the Bella Coola and Dean rivers was 

likely a direct result o f the f ur trade, or at least th e f ur 

trade may have had an ecological base. For the Alkatcho, chen, 

we have a shift of community, f ollowing Suttles' (1 96 3: 515) 

note that boundaries of a community are relative to each vi l ­

lage and generation, from one orientated toward centr al Car r ie r 

groups, to inclusion of Bella Coola and Kimsquit vi ll ages, 

but still based partially on the lack of salmon in the Alkat­

cho area, and with an apparent southward shift of Alkatcho 

villages. Wintering with the Bella Coola (Goldman 1953: 51), 

then, was probably not a pattern prior to the late eighteenth 

century. This latter community would serve to spread Bella 

Coola influencefarther than the Alkatcho, as Jenness (1967: 

366) states that the Carrier around Fraser Lake and Stony 

Creek had frequent interaction with the Bella Coola, evidenced, 

acc ordin g to Jenness (1967: 366) by the paternal emphasis on 

rank. 

Quantitative differences in the sa l mon runs up t he 

Nechako River . and Stuart Ri v er were noted by ear ly traders in 

the area; e.g., Harmon (1957: 1 6 9) noted on September 20, 1814, 

at Fort St. James; 



We have but few Salmon here this year indeed 
it is only every other Season they do come 
up this River (Stuart River). 
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As a result, the Stuart Lake Carrier, Necosliwoten, 

wou1d travel to Fraser Lake, much to the consternation of 

the traders, as indicated by a letter dated February, 1807, 

from Simon Fraser, at Fort Fraser ( Natle ) ta James Stuart, 

at Fort St. 'James ( Necoslie) (in Fraser 1960: 253): 

1 have succ eeded in sending back Qwa, le Gour mand, 
& severa1 others of the Indians of Nak azleh (the 
lndian villa ge at Fort St. James) & many of the 
Stragglers as were here dispersed as they have ate 
up aIl the salmon these of this place had. They 
now go ta trade at Stella (at the west end of 
Fraser Lake), sa 1 apprehend not being abl e ta pro­
cure any for the summer. 

In Dece mber, 1814, Harmon (1957: 173) ncted the same 

aggregation at Stella, writing that the lndians of Natle 

(Fort Fraser ): 

••• do not appear ta have a sufficiency (o f sa l mon ) 
for the mselves and us, o wing ta the s c ar ci ty of 
Salmon at seve r al of our nei ghb ourin g Vil la ge s, 
whose inh ab it ants flo c k ta this place in h o res 
that their Countr y-me n will fe ed t hen durin g the 
Winter. 

Corn mon particip ation in ceremonies between the v il la ges 

of Natle and Stella is indicat ed by Fraser ( 1960: 255 ) , wh o 

noted that a1most aIl of the vill age rs o f Na t1e had g on e in 

Februa ry, 1807, ta Stella "ta a Grand feast t a Burn and enhume 

a coupl e of Chi ef s that died of late." Ogde n (1 853: 150) o b-

served a cer em o ny at St el l a about 1837 atwhich th e r e were 

lndians from Na t1e, Ba b ine Lake, " a n d not a few from the bor-
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ders of Simpson's River;" the latter likely Hwitsiwoten from 

the Bulkle y River. as the Skeena River was once termed Sinp-

son's River. The inclusion of these other groups by 1837 is 

interesting, as Harmon (1903: 167) documents the first visit 

of Nate-ote-tains (Babine Lake Carrier) ta Fort St. James on 

June Il, 1811, only a quarter century earlier. 

Sekanis from HcLeod Lake were visitors at Fraser Lake 

by at least January, 1807, as Fraser (1960: 246- 247) ·· complain-

ed then that due to adverse weather conditions, a group of 

Sekani were in no hurry to return to HcLeod Lake. 

This intervilla g e pattern of salmon-sharing is summed 

up by Connolly (in Jac ks on 1953: 24), who wrote in 1825, with 

reference to the Stuart Lake Carrier: 

••• the time they consumed these three year s wasted 
in runnin g about to secure subsistence from their 
Neighbours, can b e devo te d , if the wea t her is fav­
ourabl e, exclusively to t he Hunting of Furs. 

However, in Con no ll y 's 1827 report (in Jackson 1953: 

24), poor salmon runs nt bath Stuart Lake and Fraser Lake 

resulted in the whole di strict depen dent u pon the Babine Lake 

runs, necessit a tin g a po stponement of Conno11 y ' s plans to ex-

pand trade; or, as Conn ol l1' (in Jac ks on 1953: 24) urites : 

These bright prospects must f or the present be 
abandon ed and aIl our exertions be used in en­
deavours ta provide the means of preservin g our 
lives. 

The practice o f supp1ying the tradin g posts of the 

district of New Caledonia wi th salmon from Stuart Lake, Fraser 

: 
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Lake, and Babine Lake, and expansion policies by the trading 

companies fro~ 1806 on, realigned Carrier villages to the 

west, and therefore increased contact with both the western 

Carrier groups that were a1ready adopting the matri1inea1 

sib system, but also the Gitksan themselves. On1y sixteen 

years after the first visit of Babines to Stuart Lake, the 

whole district of New Caledonia (For ts St. James, Fraser, 

McLeod, Alexandria, Kilma urs on Babine Lake, and possib1y 

Connol1y on Bear Lake; see Hap 3) was dependent on the salmon 

resources of the Babine Lake Carrier. Hackler (1958: 4) 

suggests that Fort St. James may have disrupted naiive trade; 

Fort Kilmaurs (B abine) itself was moved to deter the Babines 

from trading with the Bu1kley River Carriers and Tsimshian 

at Hagwelgate (Morice 1904: 204). The supp l y route from 

Fort St. Ja mes to Bear Lake wa s via Tache River and Takla 

Lake (D awson 1881: 28B), aIl of which ind i c ate an openin g up 

of most Carrier villages around Stuart Lake and Fraser Lake 

to Gitksan influences, either directly or indirectly throu g h 

the Babines and Hwitsiwoten. 

The fall salmon runs at the outl et of Ba bine La ke 

attracted Indians from Babine Lake, Takla Lake ( Ha ckler 1958 : 

51), and, at least by 1824, Thloadeness (Se kanis ) ( Blac k 1955: 

111). Stanwell-Fletcher (1 94 6: 16) describes a 1936 situ a tion 

likely si milar to a century earl ier; meeting on the trail 

from Babin e Lake to Takla Lake a small b an d of Indians fro m 
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Takla and Bear lakes, on their way to Babine Lake for games 

and ceremonies; a combination funera1 and ceremony held 
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every summer at either Babine Lake or Takla Lake. The first 

trading post on Babine Lake, Fort Kilmaurs, established in 

1822 hnlf-way up the lake, was moved in 1836 thirty-five 

miles to the out let of the lake,by the salmon fishery 

(Voorhis 1930:36), in order to divert the Babines from trad­

ing their pelts to the Gitksan and Tsimshian. 

Daily interaction between the Hwitsiwoten in Hag­

welgate and the Gitenmaks (Gitksan) only four miles away 

(Jenness 1943: 475), and common participation in ceremonies 

and marriage (Jenness 1943: 483) gives us a community that 

included representatives of Carriers and Gitks a ns. Jenness 

(1943: 495) also notes that one-third of the Hwi tsiwoten 

were bilingua l (in Carrier and Gitksan), an i mporta nt factor 

in the diffus i on of cultur al e1ements. 

The distribution of the villages invol ve d in cerenon­

ial activities is an indication of the sources of influ enc es 

on Carrier culture, with the wes tern gro ups inc1uding co a st-

al groups in the c eremonial co mm unit y . Alkatcho potlatch 

guests were usually fro m Kluskus, Bella Coola, Ootsa Lak e , 

and adjacent Chilcotins ( Goldm~n 1953: 204 ). This community 

15 a1so emphasized in the distrib u tion of the dz Eg wanli pre-

rogative s , apparently a n imitation o f the Bella Coola Breaker 

Societ y (G o ld man 1953: 201 - 2 03), a mong the Alkatcho , Bella 
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Coola, Kluskus, Qualcho Lake, Ootsa Lake, and Fraser Lake. 

Guests of the Bulkley River Carrier p o tlatches were 

from Babine Lake and the Gitksan villages o f Gitenmaks (Hazel­

ton) and Gitsegyukla, on the Ske~na River ( Jenness 1943:517 ) , 

vith a similar distribution of crests, titles, and phrat~y / 

sib names. As an example, Barbeau (1929: 137 ) describes an 

1892 potlatch at Kitwanga to commem o rate the erecti o n of an 

Eagle phratry pole, with guests from Gitenmaks, Gitsegyukla, 

Hagwelgate, and Kispiox. The adoption of a crest belonging 

to the Kispiox family of Wawsemla xa , held at a village above 

Kispiox on the Skeena River, was .attended by the villages of 

Kuldo, Kisgagas, Gitenmaks, and Hagwelgate, according to a 

narrative (Barbeau 1929: 87). The erection of a Fireweed 

pole at Gitsegyukla in 1875 was attended by the villages of 

Kitwankool" Kitwanga, Hazelt~n, Hagwel ga te, and Ki spiox 

( Barbeau 1929: 107). 

Ta the east, an other community includes the villa g es 

of lower Stuart Lake - Pinche, Ne cosli e (Fort St. Jame s), ~a tle, 

Stella, and the Sek a ni from McLeod Lake. 

Fort Connolly, on Bea r Lake , beeame the foeus of a 

community of Git ksa n, espe e ia ll y f rom the vill age of Kispiox, 

Finlay Ri~er Sekani, Carriers from Babine Lake and T~kla Lake, 

and Tahltans (cf. Jenness 1 93 7: 4 7). 

Within thes e co mm uni ties there is a simil a rity of 

cultur al practiees. with ultim a te deriv a tion fro m the coast al 

group included. This ho mo ge neit y beeo mes less ri g oro u s in an 
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easterly directions; i.e., the farther from the coastal in­

fluence, the weaker the association. 

In summary, there wa s a traditional (i.e., pre-fur 

trade) pattern of villages linked by marriage, with resource 

sharing, which can be called a community. Realignment of 

these communities took place as a result of increased trade 

with furs and skins, with a reorientation of the Alkatcho 

and other Lower Carrier groups to the Bella Coolas (including 

the Kimsquits), and a winter residence for sorne Carriers in 

Bella Coola villages. The Hwitsiwoten and Babine Lake Car-

rier were part of a ceremonial community which included Git­

ksan villages, with increasing involvement in this community 

by the Carriers of Stuart Lake and Fraser Lake in part due 

ta the location of trading posts, their trade and supply 

routes, and overt company efforts to realign native trade. 
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13. SOCIAL ORGA NIZATIO N 

The first step in any analysis of social organization 

15 ta find out just what the terms used meant to the writers 

(Bohannan 19 63: 142), and the literature on the Carrier 

affords an apt example of a proliferation of different terms 

which may be designatin g the same structures. Some of the 

terms sa used are as follows: 

Morice (1899: 79) defines septs as collections of 

clans or gens; which fo11ows Boas (1890: 632) and Dawson 

(1891: 4) in using sept for a village communit y; the Carriers 

being composed, accordin g to lI orice (1893: 24), of nine septs, 

each sept having one o r more . , , 
V1..L.Lages. For eXélmple, the 

Nataotin (Babine La ke ) sept had five villages in 1811. 

Jenness' (1943: 482) use of sub-tribe corresponds to Horices's 

sept, but conve y s an image of greater unit y th an sept, a1-

though Jenn ess (19 43 : 482 ) mak es it c1e ar that his use of 

sub - tribe was for a definite, thou g h he adle ss unit. R~y 

(1939 : 14 -15) refers to a P13teau pattern of bands of vi1 -

1 ages, a term that will be retained in this paper. 

Tribe 

Trib e, as used by Ho ri ce (1 899: 79) and Jenness ( 1943: 

Eassim ) ref er s to a 1ing uistic gr oupin g ; the spea k ers of 

Carri er forming a distinct lan g ua ge g roup in comparison ta the 
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Chilcotins and Sekanis. For Horice (1899: 79), a tribe \Jas 

also an aggregate of septs. 

Clans, gens 

Morice (1905: 202) uses gentes, gens, and clans inter­

changeably, referring to a matri1inea1, exogamous descent 

group. Go1~man (1941: 407, fn. 18) suggests that Jenness' 

phratry corresponds to clan. Jenness' use of clan seems more 

applicable to 1ineages; phratries, fo11owing Murdock (19 49: 

47), to sibs. 

With the above in mind, Morice's c1art/gente, sept, 

tribe; and Jenness' clan, phratry, sub-tribe, and tribe are 

a1tered to sib, band, and tribe. A fourth unit, community, 

from Suttles (1963), may be defined as those vill ag es inter­

acting ceremonia11y, which m~y or may not coincide with the 

band or village gr ou p, as eco1ogica1 factors necessitated 

maximixing a vi11age's resource options. 

13. i. Names of Social Units 

Apparent1 y lackin g an indi geno us term for sib (Du ff 

1951: 30), these were c a11ed companies (H ack1er 1958: 32) 

or parties (D uff 1951: 29).1 In a ~.,ord 1ist, .'forice (1 9 32: 

97) 1ists the Carrier equiva1ent of 'clan' ( sib) as i ~oh t i ccx 

~, "those \.,ho are of one ki nd" (litera11y: one-kind-those), 

1 On1y the En g 1ish term i5 presented b y Hack1er and 
Duff. 
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a purely descriptive term (~, plural; i±oh, 'together'), 

and applicable to other categories, such as nation (cf. Mariee 

1932: 97).1 Among the Tsimshian, for example, the term for 

phratry is ptex, a morphologica11y irreducible term (Sapir 

1958: 435), suggesting that the sib concept among the Carriers, 

with its descriptive form, is of recent origine The Upper 

Carrier term for crest, netsi, is used by the Alkatcho Carrier 

to the south to signify an ambiguous gr oupin g of kin who shar-

ed the same crests and other honourific prerogatives (G01d -

man 1953: 59). Jenness (1943: 495) indicates that Hwitsiwoten 

sib divisions are represented by the disp1ay of crests, which 

were carved and/or painted on houses and ceremonial para phe r-

na1ia. However, no native term is given for a grouping that 

claims a common crest (5), except for the "houses," ~, in a 

sib (cf. Jenness 19 Lf3: 484). Sorne of these houses are na med 

after crests; for example, Sun Ho use, sa va ' sun,· va ' ~, 

house), and the members of each house are the t eneza , chief, 

skeza, nobles, and auxtaten'e, commoners (Jenn ess 1943: 485); 

the 1ast term simi1ar, with dia1ect differences, to Morice's 

iloh titex n e ( pr o bably the St uart Lake dialect). In the 

end, there appears ta be no term equivalent in antiq uit y to 

the Tsimshian ~. 

lAccor ding to Sapir (1958: 435) , descriptive terms, 
i.e., term s th at c a n be reduced into s i mple r co mpone nts, in­
dicat e recent acq ui sition. 



Among the Alkatcho, however, there is a term desig ­

nating a corpus of kin, sadeku, a consanguineal group of 

closely related paternal and maternaI kin (Goldman 1953: 

110. 

58). This term probably reduces ta sadek, ?; ~, house (cf. 

Morice 1893: 158, ward 167). Goldman (1940: 335) comments 

that the etymology of the term is uncertain, but it appears 

ta me an "group of my house." The Alkatcho crest group and 

sadeku were not necessarily co-extensive in membership, though. 

In summary, it is evident that although the phratry, 

clan, etc., structure has been posited on the Carrier data, 

there appears t a be no indigenous term ta caver adequately 

and exclusively an exogamous, matrilineal kinship unit. This 

1s not ta deny their existence, though, as an analysis of 

kinship terminologies indicates a process · of differentiation 

of maternaI and paternal kin, but that the application of a 

specific structural fr a mework may have forced data into non­

existant categories, or at least categories of recent acquisi-

tion. Steward (1 960: 737) has suggested as much by his find-

ings that Morice's and Jenness' phratries and clans were not 

exogamous or unilineal. 

13. i .. . Sib Names 

Several si b n am es of Ca rrier no me nclature, and bear­

in g the s 1.1 f f i x t e n ne, p e 0 pIe, 0 r the a f f i x h \v 0, k w 0, 0 r k u , 
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which refers ta a locality (Mariee 1932: 233) suggests 

that the concept of named groups other than a village, and 

with matrilineal descent, was applied ta local groups by 

the Carriers themselves. Carrier data indicate that sorne 

of these named groups, which l have termed sibs, are felt 

ta belong ta one area or to certain Carrier bands. Sorne 

of these aré presented below: 

Kwanpahotenne, people of the fire-side (kwan, fire; hotenne, 
people of •• ) 

Ill. 

The distribution of the sib Kwanpahotenne is limited 

ta Babine Lake, according to the lists of Hackler (1958: 54), 

Jenness (1943: 482), and Steward (1960: 739). Jenness (1943: 

484) also lists a House beside the fire, kwanperva, 
, , 
·Cl.an 

for the Hwitsiwoten Laksil y u 'phratry' (sib). 

Morice (1893: 204) wrote that the Babine kwannahotenne 

is equivalent to the Stuart Lake tamtan y u; information from 

Hackler (1958: 54 ) indicat8s that the Carrier of Burns Lake, 

Stella, and Natle equate it with La ksilyu. The follow1.ng 

table presents the sibs and crests, upon which sibs are equate d : 

Band 

Babine Lake 
Bulkley R. 

Stuart Lake 

Table 6 Kwanoahotenne Sib Eq uivalenc es 

Sib Name 

ktvanpahotenne 
laksil y u 

tamtanyu 

Crests 

mountain, caribou, goose 
kai g vet, mountain ma n, otter, 
bi g man, S\.Jan 
goose 

1 
Eg. "p eop l e of ••• " is hwo' tennc , h \';0 t ' q en ne, lHlo ' ti n. 

depending on the dialeet (cf. Morie e 1932: 233 ) . 



Although the Laksilyu sib do es not have shared 

crests as clan (sib) crests, one person in the sib, Dzi, 

bas as personal crests caribou (witsi) and goose (~) 

(Jenness 1943: 510); further, the Lakesilyu 'phratry' at 

Bulkley River has the kwanperya 'clan.' With respect to 

the kwanperva 'clan, t Jenness (1943: 499) wrote: 

It was said that this clan had no crest until 
recently, wh en it adopted as its emblem a flag 
obtained from th e Hudson's Bay Co mpany; but 
since there seems ta be no evidence that the 
clan is less ancient than others, it probabl y 
possessed a crest, like aIl the rest, and for 
some reason dropped it. 

112. 

It ls difficult ta place the origin of thi~ sib; on 

geological evidence, l am tempted ta place its origin on 

Babine Lake and Takla Lake, as Dawson (18 8 1: 

that: 

Borderin g Tacla La ke on the southwest is a 
massive ran g e wh ich a s it cross ed the Fir e­
pan Pass may be designated t he Fire-pan Ra nge. 

Along the Neelkitkwa River, which flows fr~m the out-

let of Babine Lake near the villa g e of Wu-at, Dawson (1881) 

reported reddish sand y a r g i li te rocks (t his river is also ad-

jacent ta the Fire-pan Ra n g e). Followin g the custom of n am-

ing vill ages after loc al geog r aphi cal features ( Go l dman 1953~ 

2), it is su gges ted that kwanpahotenne in i ti al l y r efe rred to 

persan s from a Babine Lake locale; marriage with mem bers of 

Hwitsiwote n sibs rais ed the status o f the local gr ou p ta 

th a t of a si b as its members adopted matrilineal descent and 
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were dispersed. 

Tsuzayotenne, small spruce (tree) people 

The tsuzavotenne sib is restricted in distribution 

to the Ches1atta Carrier, Fort Fraser people (Duff 1951: 

29-30), and Endako River Carrier (Jenness 1943: 585). Duff 

(1951: 32) suggest that it is of Ches1atta ~rigin and re-

cent introduction among the other groups, which seems 

reasonab1e, as Jenness (1943: 584) does not inc1ude it 

among the Fort Fraser Carrier in 1924 (Duff carried out 

his fie1dwork in 1951). 

A Ste11awotin ( Fraser Lake) informant to1d ' Duff 

(1951: 29) that 1aksilvu wou1d be called tsuvaztotin by 

the Ches1attas as the Cheslattas 1acked 1aksilvu. The follow-
< 

ing table presents sorne comparative data: ' 

Table 7 Tsuvazotenne eauivalences DV crests 

Band 

Ches1atta 
Endako River 

Sib 

tsuyazotenne 
tsuyazotenne 

Crests 

woodpec ker 
sma11 woodpecker 

A1though Jenness (1943) do es not include the Stel1a-

wotin, Morice (1893: 204 ) 1ists the red-headed woodpecker as 

one of the crests of the vEsi1vu sib. 

Tsayu, beaver, benv e r medicine (~, beaver; ~, house) 

Ts ayu has a wide distribution~ Hwitsiwoten, Babine 

Lake, Necosliwoten, Fraser Lake, Ches1 atta Lake, and A1katcho; 

, 1 
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the extent indicating its antiquity, according to Duff (1951: 

32). On crests, tsayu is equated with a Gitksan clan at 

Gitenmaks (Hazelton), the only Carrier - named sib to do so. 

The following table presents some equivalences: 

Table 8 Eouiva1ences of the Sib Tsayu 

Band 

Hwi t s i~.,ot en '. 

Natle 
Stella 
Cheslatta 
Stuart Lake 

lAlkatcho 
Gitksan: (phratry) 

(clan) 

Sib 

tsayu 

tsayu 
tsayu 
tsayu 

Sib Crests 

beaver (tsa), 
eagle (ske) 

beaver, owl 
beaver 
beaver 

Personal Crests 

beaver, drunk man, 
mountain goat ( ma t), 
tree f1o~ting down 
river (gwisuks). 

tsayu mountain goat Eats Man, wo1verine 
tsayu beaver 
Eagle eagle, beaver 
laxmillix,"on the beaver" 

T5ayu 15 the only one of the fivc Hwitsiwoten sibs 

that is a true Carrier ~,' ord (Jenness 1943: 482), and is equat-

ed wi.th the laxsanillix clan of the eag1e phratry of the Git-

ksan (Jenness 1943: 483). The ori g in of the term tsayu is 

unclear, and has g i v en rise to the speculation that it is de-

rived from the Haisla Beaver sib, the only other group in 

which Beaver appears as a separate sib (cf. Jenness 1943: 483 ). 

Hack1er (1958: 54) obtained the information that t sav u at 

Babine Lake was once c a lIed tso mi 11i, which seems 1ike a Ba-

bine rend e rin g o f the Gitksan l aksinil1ix. Ba rbeau (192 9 : 156) 

states that only one cl an of the Eag1e phratry exists amon g 

1 The Alk a tcho h a ve a bil atera l 'crest gr oup.' 



the Gitksan, at Kitwanga. The equation of tsayu and the 

Eagle phratry is due to beaver as one of the main crests 

of the Eag1e phratr y . 

115. 



116. , 

The distribution of sorne sibs is more widespread 

th an others; the sibs 1 ak samshu. tsavu. laksil y u. gitamtan y u. 

and gilserh v u occur fro m the Bulkley River to the Fraser 

Lake a r ea, with tsa v u e x tending to the Alkatcho Carrier. 

Laxibu is restricted to t he Babine Lake and Takla Lake area , 

whi1e kwanpahot e nne appears only among the Babine Lake Carr-

ier . Shas and d a t san oècur as crest groups and only amon g 

the Alkatcho Carrier, although datsan, raven, may have once 

been more widespread. Tsu y aztot enne is restricted to the 

Cheslatta Lake and Fraser Lake area . An analysis of sorne 

of th e sibswith Gitksan n a mes 1s presented below: 

~aksanshu, people of l aksa m 

Jenness (1 94 3: 48 2, fn. 1) indicates that laksamsh u 

is prob a bl y d erived f rom 1axsam il lix , the Giten amk s ( Hazel ton) 

name of the Beaver clan in the Ea g 1e p hratr y . However, i n 

marria g es and pa rticip at ion in co rnm on cere monies, the Ha gw e1 -

gate l aksamshu is e q u ate d with the Git k san g i sxa ' as t, o r 

Firewe e d p hr a t ry ( Jen n es s 1943: 483 ), likel y on the basi s 

of co mm on o wne rship of s un/ moo n and o wl c res t s (the s e a r e 

the n ames of t he ' clans ' o r ho u ses o f t h e Hag we l g ate 1 aksamsh u 

sib (J e n ne s s 1 94 3: 484 ». Th e n a me l aksamshu p oint s to a 

Gitk san orig i n . b u t t h e cres ts i t p o sse ss es e qu a tes i t wi t h 

anoth er p h r a t ry fron the o ne to wh ic h J e nn ess as cribes i ts 

origin e 

: 
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Lakselyu, people of laksel 

This Hwitsiwoten sib is apparently derived from 

laxse'l, the Gitenmaks name of the Gitksan Frog-Raven phratry 

(Jenness 1943: 482, fn.l), and is equated with laxse'l 

for marriage and ceremonial purposes (Jenness 1943: 483), 

indicating a direct adoption of laxse'l affiliation and 

crests by the Hwitsiwoten. Barbeau (1929: 154) indicates 

that representatives of two Frog-Raven clans are found 

among the Hagwelgates, with one, the water-lily clan; 

skasewasan, supposedly originating among the Hagwelgates. 

Gitamtanvu, people of tamtanvu 

This Hagwelgate sib is equated with the laxgibu, 

Wolf, phratry of the Gitksan, although apparently not de-

rived from it. Barbeau (1929: 156) indicates that the g it-

xandaxl clan of the Wolf phratry has two families at Gitse rn -

xE 1 e m , th r e e a t Kit \v é1 n g a, and one a t Ha g Hel g a te . un cl e r \" a \of s , 

"whal e" (cf . Jenness 1943: 484). \.Jaws of lIa gw el ga te is 

spoken of as the relative of the heads of the families at 

Kitwanga (Barbe au 1929: 156), su gg esting interrnarriage as 

the mechanism of diffusion. 

Gilserh v u, people of g ils erh 
1 

Gils erhvu is eq u ated , ~long with l aksilv u, with the 

Gitk san laxse'l, Frog-Raven phratry (Jenness 1943: 483). 
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14. SOCIAL CLASSES 

The Carrier and Chileotin had a threefold division 

of noble, eommon people, and slaves, aceording to Moriee 

(1892: 111) and Jenness (1943: 485; 1967: 362). Moriee 

(1905: 202) wrote that the hereditary elass of chiefs had 

hunting grounds parcelled out to them; on ceremonial oeea-

sions wore special costumes; occupied places of hono~r (i.e., 

as far away from the door as possible); and sang hereditary 

songs (in "badly pronounced Tsimshian"). Several such dig -

nitaries were in the same sib, each with a distinctive na~e, 

and , Horice (1905: 202) notes: 

To them a10ne be10n ge d the right of hunting on 
the lands of the clan, or spe cial portions there­
of, with the assistance of related families, 
which received only su ch a share in the spoils 
of the chase or trapping expeditio n as they were 
pleased to bestow. 

The headman of a Hwitsiwoten sib was cal1ed a teneza, 

chief, and his wife, zegaiz a. A teneza was supported by a 

group of so - ca11ed nobl es, skeza - "most of whom were close 

kins me n" (Horice 1943: 485 ). Be10w the skeza were the co mm on 

people o f each sih, auxtatene, and below them the slaves, e~ne 

(Jen ness 1943: 485). However, there was a fluid line between 

commoners and nobles (J enness 1943: 489 ), and commoners could 

potl atch their way to a title. Slaves were not numerous 

(Jenne ss 1967: 365), and owned by few people except chiefs 

(J enness 1943: 485). 



Morice ' (1892: 111) describes the Carriers, like1y 

with reference to only tho se of Stuart Lake, as divided 

into two very distinct social classes - hereditary nobles 

and commoners. Some of the terms given by Morice (1905: 

202) are: 

teneza, "men par excellence;" almost equivalent to "the 

only men (HO-rice 1933: 639) 

ezkheza, "true children;" offspring of a teneza 

t'sekhuza, "female chief" 

meotih, "chief through ~.;ealth" 

mutih-yaz, "little chief" 

119. 

The rank of noble was obtain ed and sustained through 

potlatches (Eorice 1892: 112), suggesting that the 'social 

classes' were not very distinct. 

Dawson and Tolmie (18 8 4: 74B) list three terms for 

the Blackwater Carrier (likely the Tauten): . 

nitshili, "great chief" 

nuti vaz, "minor chief" 

roo",-dish (Deotih), "chief" 

The above data present a two-fold division, apparent1y 

lacking or havin g disappe a red arnon g the Bulkley Carrier, of 

prestige throu g h birth or kinship (t e n eza ), a nd through ac-

quired ",ealth ( meot i h). The first record of r.1 e otih is from 

Harmon (1903: 266) in 1810, who recorded the terro me-u-t ee , 

chief, and described it, with respect to the Stuart Lake 



Carrier (Harmon 1903: 254): 

There are sorne pe rsons among them, who are called 
.Mi-u-ties or Chiefs, but for whom they appear 
to have a littl e More respect than for the other5; 
but these chiefs have not much authority or in ­
fluence over t he rest of the communit y . Anyone 
is dubbed a Hi-u-ty, who is willing and able, 
occasionall y , to provide a feast, for the people 
of his village. 
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Harmon (1903: 251) also wrote that this term is ap-

plied to the first salmon in the fall salmon runs. 

The Alkatcho also have nobles, commoners, and slaves, 

according to Go1dman (1941: 398); nobles being: 

••• those who had acquired by inheritance or . by 
purchase titles, crests, and other honorific 
prero ga tives and who had bee n e1evated to nobility 
throu gh a series or four pot 1atches sponsored by 
sorne re lative froID either the maternaI or pa ter­
nal lines. (Gol dma n 1941: 398) 

Terms given b y Goldman (19 41 : 407) are as follows: 

teneza, first born of a line of first born sib'ling s 

squeza, immediate kin of a teneza 

detsa, eldest brother 

meotih, potlatch chief 

meotihuntsha, g reat potlatch chief 

ta'na s meot ih, smaii chief 

~, head if a village, \,' ar leader, person vlith lea de rs h ip 

tshuind e n, rich man 

tel e n, poor man 

~, slaves 

The, term ten eza, for the Alkatcho, \.;a3 appl ied to 

: 



the eldest son of the eldest line of the bi1atera1 descent 

group, the sadeku, a group tracing des cent from a common 

grandfather. 

term meotih. 

Two conflicting views are presented on the 

G01dman (1953: 166) wrote that this term was 

rare1y used and was probably an a1ien term. In an ear1ier 

article, though, Goldman (1941: 398) wrote that meotih, 

villa ge chie~, was the Most important noble, responsi ble 
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for organizing potlatches and for the adjustment of hunting 

and fishing territory; and was generally an inherited posi­

tion through the direct line of primogeniture. This suggests 

that at one time the positions of teneza and meotih · \.ere 

probably the same. With the emphasis on primogeniture amon g 

the Alkatcho (Goldman 1940: 335), only the first barn son 

of a sadeku received '1egal' title to a trap line, with 

young~r siblings economically dependent. As the MOSt impor-

tant noble was recognized as potlatch chief f or the entire 

village (Goldman 1940: 348 ), the economic advantage enjoye d 

by a teneza as the first born son of a sadeku enabled accumu­

lation for the necessary distribution of wea lth to become a 

meotih. Further, Gold ma n (19 4 1: 3 98 ) states that the oldest 

of any li ne of sib lin gs ,.as a subsidiary c hief, detsa, " t he 

first one." In the initial stages of the fur trade, eldest 

siblings, with a paternal emphasis, li kely became the potlatch 

chiefs. The result was the perp e tuation of an existing struc-

ture, and the formalization of the rights of a first-born in 
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a new sphere of interaction - the fur trade. In conclusion, 

Goldman 0941: 404) states: 

A moderately wealthy noble supported by his family 
could elevate one of his own children or sorne 
favorite nephew or gra ndchild through the four 
required potlatches to noble status, beginning 
with the first born of a line of siblings, then 
if possible adding the next in line and so on. 

The position of teneza among the Bulkley River and 

Stuart Lake Carriers suggests that the Alkatcho pattern was 

repeated among the Upper Carriers, with the unilineal des-

cent (matrilineal) principle replacing the bilateral sadeku 

with matrilineal 'companies' orsibs. 

The position of village chiefs brings in a third 

categor y of leadership. Morice (1892: 114) wrote that the 

Carriers themselves roodelled their village chief after the 

factors of the Hudson 's Bay Comp any, stating ( Morice 1905: 

195): 

The appointments (of head chi ef ) were made by 
the Hudson's Bay Company; f or the primitive 
Carrier s did not know of chiefs i n the present 
sense o f the ward. The individ uals thus hono ur ed 
were intended ta be the spokesmen of the traders 
to the vi ll age , and help the Co mpany in s ecu rin g 
the departure of t~e hunters for their usual ex­
pediti ons , and smooth ov er any difficulty that 
might ari s e between whites and reds. In r e turn, 
they rec e ived certain annual g ratuities. 

Steward (1960: 735) elicited the terro koyoho dashum, 

"village bi g tree," for the Stuart Lake Carrier as villa ge 

chief. The duties of this persan were ex hortin g peop le ta 

provid e for their own needs, arbitrating disputes over hunt -



ing boundaries, and settling disputes within the village 

(Steward 1960: 735). According to Steward (1960: 735), 

this position was strongly patrilineal, passing tu the 

chief's brother or sorneone chosen b y the retiring chief. 

Earlier, Horice (1892: 119) recorded the sarne terrn, writ-

ing that sorne Carrier 'notables' were often ca lIed k'evax 

otash an, "stick, or post of the village," indicating that 

the inland Carriers had n ot~ced the Gitksan totem poles. 

Steward (1960: 734-735) felt that as the function of vil-
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lage chief remained distinct from that of nobles and was in~ 

herited patrilineally, coupled ,.;r{th "Goldman' s data in in-

dicating strong patrilineality among the hunting bands" 

(St eward 1960: 735). In fact, Goldi.lants 

bilat erality, the sadeku a bilateral descent groüp, with a 

pate~n al emphasis onl y. Steward himse lf has not accaunted 

for the influences fram the tradin g companies, which had 

been in the Stuart Lake area 134 years prior ta Steward's 

fieldwork in 1940. 
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14. i. Distribution of divisions among other Athabascan groups 

The Chi1cotin have a threefo1d division based on 

1ndustriousn~ss and hunting abi1ity (Lane 1953: 190): 

geEtagodIn. rich persan; ligot lots of something 

EtIlIn g . poor person; "nothing stops" 

~. slave; " sto 1en" 

Farrand (18 98: 646) wrote that social ranks among the 

, Chilcotin were not apparent at the time of his fie1dwork (1897). 

but were former1y nobility. commoners. and slaves (captives). 

Higher rank was obtained hy wealth and the giving of feaits. 

Lane (1953: 205-206) gives three areas of leadership among 

the Chilcotin: 

1. informaI activities leader 

2. nidzIlIn, or hadIlln . " p otlatch bi g man" 

3. ~, sh aman 

The se correspon d to terms obtained by Horic e (1 883 : 

n • p • ) .n i t sil ' in, c 11 i e f ; and D a \'1 s on a n d ToI mie ( 1 8 8 4 : 7 4 B) , 

nitzilin ts~o , g reat chief. and nitzili n~us , min or chief. 

The for maI aspect of bec omin g a ni dz I 1In was the 

g ivin g of fo ur potlat c hes (L ane 1953: 205), the same as the 

Alkatcho neotih; a pa tt ern correspondin g t o , and ultimately 

derived from, the Bel l a Coola. 

Lan e ' s ( 1 9 5 3 : l 9 0 ) in for man t c ct u t ion e cl t h a t the r e I.,' e r e 

nos h a r pli n e s b e t \,/ e e n the cl i vis ion sas t 11 e y \'1 e r e 0 n 1 y r el é1 t ive 
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not absolute. Lane (1953: 190) notes that "The ability 

to produce wealth rather than the accumulation of wealth 

was decisive." In effect, an 'upper class' man was a 

good hunter who shared his goods; poor men were economically 

unproductive. There was complete mobility between the 

'classes,' no inheritance of position, and few slaves. 

The Upper Liard Kaska (Honig mann 1954: 86) have a 

threefold division of tenatiia, rich man (wealth derived 

from hunting and trapping), which appears to be a dialectal 

version of the Carrier teneza; tenaktekxe'ita, poor men; and 

xiina, slaves (a term derived from Tlingit). 

McClellan (1961: 104) wrote that, in spite of environ-

mental limitations, the Ten'a, Atna, Tanana, Inland Tlingit, 

Tagish, and Tutchone aIl "developed sorne idea of social rank-

ing and also seemed to recognize 'rich man' and 'poor men'." 

The emphasis is on primogeniture among the Atna, with the 

o1dest brother usually the rich one (McClellan 1961: 110): 

Gener ally a person's relative age and his relation­
ship to the head man directly affected his social 
and economic status within the local g roup, and 
the older brother or sist~r woul d outrank the 
youn ger siblings and have distinctively bet ter ch an­
ces of becomin g rich. 

Primogeniture also prevailed among the Inl and Tlin g it 

(Teslin band), with the eldest brother or son of the oldest 

sis ter usuall y takin g control of the local line age on the 

death of its l eader and becoming the "bi g man" (NcClellan 

1961: 114). 
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A chief among the Tah1tans was termed tintina 

(Goddard 1925). 

14. ii. Distribution of divisions among coasta1 groups 

The Coast Tsimshian have a system of nobles, 

commoners, and slaves (Boas 1916: 496; Barbeau 1925: 482-

498; Garfield 1939: 177), with the terms: 

sEm'agid, chief; "very rea1 person" 

±guwa1ks, nobility; "little nobility;" those be­
longing to the chief's lineage who do 
not hold ranking names. 

wa-a'ien, common people 

±i±u'ngit, slaves 

Poor people ~.,ere àescribeà as "those without ori g in" or as 

people without relatives (Garfield 1950: 29). Lineage heads, 

thei~ heirs, and other relatives were ranked in relation to 

the chiefs of the tribes to which they belonged (Garfield 

1950: 27). 

The Niska terms are simi1ar to the Tsimshian (c f. 

Sapir 1915: 28): 

shumgiga t, no bles , chie fs 

wa'a'in, co mm on ers 

±i~in g it, slaves; from the T1ingit name for peopl e , 
± in f it, indicating the ori gin of Tsimshian 
and ~;i ska slaves. 

Hais1a classes are (OIson 1940: 171 - 172, 182; Lo pati n 

n.d.: 24): 
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haimas, nobles 

angwah, commoners 

k'akin, slaves 

Lopatin (n.d.: 24) lists heemas ~esu as "big chief" and 

haimas as "sub-chief;" OIson (1940: 182) has the term 

amatswah as "highest chiefs." OIson (1940: 178) notes that 

usually onl y the eldest one or two of a group of siblings 

could hope to acquire important titles, as titles depended 

on potlatching. 

Among the Bella Coola, the pattern seems to be that 

anyone can be a chief, i.e., give potlatches. According to 

Mclhvraith (1948 1: 123), an ancestral name given to a child 

- ,- '" . is spoken ot as à atsqtut ± name, ana the reclplent as 

ats6tut±, "commoner." Through potlatching, the atsàtut± 

name ~s elevated to that of a staltimx, or chi ef 's n ame. The 

eldest child is i mp ortant as the potential transmitter of the 

names of the ancestral family, \"hich lfcIlwraith (1948 1: 157) 

felt was probably more important in former time s. The' title 

of staltimx, or chief via potlatching, can also be raise d , as 

McIlwraith (194 8 1: 173) indicates: 

Aft er a fou rt h potla tch a nan is accorded a posi­
tion of emm in e nce, and is ter med a nun i tl chief. 
Numit l is an untranslatable ward, with the si g ni­
ficanc e of passa ge , an a llu sion to the amo unt of 
goods which have passed through his hands. 

Rosman and Rube1 (1971), usin g McIlw raith 's field not es , 

list the ter m tvi (Ro sma n and Rube l 1971: 113; fie ld notes, 
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p. 682), a chief, which appears in the field notes, but not 

in the published version (Ncl1wraith 1948 ) . This position 

was "purely hereditary," and none but !.Yi:. can be h1ym, 

"potlatch donor." Actua1ly, this term is probab1y derived 

from the Chinook jargon, ~, chief (cf. Hodge 1912), orig­

inating in the Bella Coola area from interaction with trad­

ing ships. :Its hereditary feature is more like1y the resu1t 

of pressures from the white communit y (traders, administration, 

church) rather than any lineage structure. This term, in 

various forms, is found among the A1katcho Carrier (Gold ma n 

1941: 407), Sekani (Jenness 1937: 47), and Stuart Lake Car ­

rier -~, "villag e chief," which Horice (1932: 501) indi­

cates is a Chinook loan word. 

Actual borrowin g of terms by the Carriers from the 

coastal gro ups seems lar g ely 1imited to the Upper Carrier s, 

with the term semot ae t, a de ri vative of the Tsimshian s Em ' ae i d , 

man of wealth, chief (Mori~e 1932: 501). This term \va s 

borrowed even though the Carriers had a term, meotih, iden­

tic a 1 in me an i n g (:[ 0 rie e 1 89 2: 118), su g g est in g th a t co a s ta 1 

terms were more presti g ious than indi g enous ones. The us e of 

the borrowed t e r m wi th po t1 atches (cf. Morice 1 890 : 147-1 53) 

emphasizin g the succession of a maternaI nephew indicates 

that the whole co mp le x was adopted at the same ti me , prob ab ly 

from ob servation at the Tsckya trade fairs at the confluence 

of the Skeena River and Bu lkl ey River. 



15. KH~S HIP 

In an interesting statement, Hack1er (1958: 32) was 

told by an informant at Babine Lake that it was desirable 

that a child did not belong to the same "company" (sib) 

as his fathe~, because then the father could aid in the 

burial of the child. This emphasis on the importanca of the 

pate rnal kin seems widespread among the Carriers, emphasizin g 

the point made by Sapir (1958: 421, fn. 9) regarding west 

coast matrilineal phratries that althou g h reciproeal funetions 

have been rep orted for the phratries, more complete analysis 

revea1s: 

••• that what is rea11 y invo1v ed in sueh cases is 
not the (or an) oppo site phratry as such but a 
group of paterna1 kinsme n which , in a society with 
matrilineal inheritance, must needs belong to the 
(or an) opposite phratry. 

For a moiety system, the above statement needs no 

e1ab~ration, but f o r a mu1ti-sib s ys te n , the theoretical 

range of other sibs includes mo re than that of one's father. 

Yet, the 'p at erna1 sib' pattern is ev idcnt from the liter a ture. 

Amon g the Hwitsiwoten, a girl's lip was pier ced for 

a Inbret by her father's sist er (J enness 1943: 524), and cer-

tain funeral duties were incumbent upon the members of th e 

dee eased 's father 's sib . These duties inc1uded dressing the 

corp se and laying it on the funera1 pyre; gatherin g the cal-

cin ed bones after cr emation and handin g them ta the sib of 
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the deceased (who repaid with a potlatch); and, one year 

after the cremation, the deceased's father's sib bui1t a 

wooden grave house over the cremation site and deposited 

the bones on top of a post carved with the deceased's sib 

crest (Jenness 1943: 534). After a boy ki11ed his first 

game, his father entertained his (i.e., his father's) sib­

mat e 5 (J e n n e 5"5 1943: 521). 
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Morice (1905: 210-211) writes (for 1ike1y the Stuart 

Lake Carrier) that at the death of a teneza, chief, another 

sib chanted his hereditary song, went to other villages to 

announce and invite people to the ensuing ceremony, danced 

dai1y, fired up the pyre, and threw skins and b1ankets on 

the fire. It is not noted if this was the father's sib, but 

sorne of the activities were probab1y carried out by this group. 

The sade k u wa s the f unctioni ng unit at Alkatcho funera1 

services, keeping, for exam p1e , the widow at the burning c orpse 

(G01d man 1940: 354). With ~ tendency toward virilocal resid-

ence (Goldmen 1953: 64), the localized segment of the bi1ateral 

sad eku would tend ta be com p osed of mainly patrilateral1y re­

latedmales. 

Comparative notes 

Garfield (1 939 : 239, 324-3 26 ) notes the importance of 

pate rna1 kin for the Tsi ms hian in f un era ls, namin g ceremonies, 

hous e-pos t carvin g , and recitation of lin eage history; a g ir1's 

ear~ werc pierced by a p aterna 1 aunt, and a boy's by a father 
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or mother's brother (Garfield 1939: 195; 1950: 25). Funeral 

arrangements were carried out by a chief's father's lineage 

relatives (Garfield 1950: 37). 

A Hais1a gir1's ears were pierced a1so by a paternal 

aunt; a boy's by a paterna1 unc1e (OIson 1940: 199). 

15. i. Marriage patterns 

Cross-cousin marriage is reported for several Carrier 

bands; Morice (1905: 201) stating that among the western Atha­

bascans, first cousins married each other "without any scruple" 

if re1ated on1y through the father's side. Further state-

ments obscure the marriage pattern - Morice (1892: 112) in­

dicates preferential marr ia ge between first cousins on the 

mother's side; further (Morice 1890: 119), one of a man's 

daughters wou ld be married to her "i nheriting ma ternal first 

cousin" to permit a ma n's children to share in the inhe ritance . 

Jenness (1943: 527) indicates that cross - cousin 

marriage ,,,a s preferred among the Hwitsiwoten " beca use it re­

tained the family titl es and privileges wi thin a close circle 

and was more condusive ta harmony. " 

According ta Hill-Tout (1907: 146), the Carrier (pro­

bably with reference to the Stuart Lake Carrier) marriage 

pattern was that of marrying a gi rl ~o her first cousin on 

her father's side, but, as Hith Noric e,there is no diff ere n­

t i a t ion m a d e a s t 0 'v hic h 'f i r s t cou sin.' Ste lN a r d ( 1 9 6 0: 7 3 6 ) 
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suggested that the 'patri1inea1' hunting and fishing Carriers' 

change ta matri1iny was faci1itated initia1ly by the marriage 

of man's daughter ta his sister's son, even though cross-

cousin marriage was nat reflected in his genealogies (Steward 

1960: 736). In a later statement (1971: personal communica-

tian), Steward sums up the situation, indicating that he: 

••• pad initially suspected that the frequency 
reported in the literature east of the coastal 
people was a mechanism by which a system of 
nobility inherited through the female line was 
able to spread. Extensive genealogies (through 
five generations from 1940 back), however, dis ­
closed no cases whatever of cross-cousin marriage. 

In summary, it is evident that although crpss-cousin 

marriage is reported, we do not know the extent of the pattern 

in fact t 
..: ........ ~ 
J Uv'" the ideal. The Alkatcho informed Goldman (1953: 

73) that they were a\~are of cross-cousin marriage among the 

Upper Carrier, but did not practi ce it themselves. 

Sib exogamy, also, finds little support in Steward's 

( 1 9 6 0: 7 4 0) d a ta; 0 f t e n ma r ria g e s 0 f ± t s a ID a s h v u m en 0 f For t 

St. James, four were with local ±tsamashvu women, four with 

local lasilvu women, and two with women of another villa ge 

with no apparent sib affiliation. 

Among the Alkatcho Carrier, cross-cousin marria g e 

was not permitted; the range 6f exogamy extending to the des-

cendants o f great-grandparents, the sadekuku, a bilateral non-

loca1ized kin group (Gold man 1953: 83 ). The marriage pattern 

was one of preferential village exogamy, but in the precontact 
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period " ••• a village was invariably a local kin group," 50 

exogamy "was apparently defined fairly clearly as village 

exogamy" (Go1dman 1953: 90). This pattern is repeated 

among the Tauten Carrier (Fraser River), with marriage to 

distant kin approved and village exogamy preferred (Ray 

1942: 214). 

Farrand (1898: 645) indicates that the Chi1cotin 

range of exogamy e xt ended to first cousins. 

Among the coastal Tsimshian, cross-cousin marriage 

was the ideal form, according to Garfield (1950: 23), as 

this form of marriage bound the two 1ineages in ties of 

affection, consolidated hereditar y property, and extended 

the privileges of the use of resources (Garfield 19SÛ: 23). 

The Haisla had p~eferential cross -co usin marriage 

(Olso,n 1940: 178); known as "ma rrying f or po\ver " (Olson 

1940: 185) . 

Cross-tous in marriages as ecolo g icall y adaptive is 

suggested by Garfield's (1950: 23) statement above; m~rria g es 

between Carri er villages can be interpreted in the same 

light, but the specifie f orm of cross - cousin mar ria ge is 

uncl ear. 

Cross -c ousi n marriage as an inte gra tive me ehanism 

has been stressed by Eggan (1 955: 519-551); creatin g multi­

ple bond s betw een a limited nu mber of relatives and maintain­

ed each ge neration; intensifyin g loc a l inte g ration, but 
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tending to isolate each local group from its neighbours -

in sum, everyone with whom one has social relations is a 

relative, and others are potential enemies ( Eggan 1955: 

532). In the northwest coast area, cross-cousin marriage 

ties together local clan and lineage segments in a highly 

integrated unit, with the phratry system providing a wider 

(tribal) integrating mechanism ( Eggan 1955: 540). 

Ethnographie accounts, unsubstantiated by genealo-

gical evidence, indicate the occurrence, often preferenti a l, 

of cross-cousin marriage for the Upper Carriers, as fol10ws: 

Hwitsiwo ten, preferential matrilateral cross-cousin marriage 

(Jenness 1943: 527); Babine Lake, not noted ( Hackler 1958); 

1 
Stuart Lake, bath patrilateral (Mariee 1905: 201 ) and pre-

ferential matrilateral cross-cousin marria ge (Morice 1890: 

119). 

Following the su gge stions that ter minolo g ica1 equiv a-

lences of in-laws and affinaIs refleet the practice of cross-

cousin marriage (Driver 1969: 229; Eggan 1955: 529), Carri er 

kinship schedules were analysed, as follows: 

a. Bulkle y Riv er Car ri er (Hwitsiwoten): one t erm for 
FB, MZH, FZn, su gg estin~ brother-sister exehan g e, 
as indieate d in th e f oll o win g dia g ram: 

1-6 . Fr H 
(double parallel cousins) 

1 Reported in only oneaeeount by Moriee (1 905 : 201); 
possib1 y a typagraphieal error . 



The equivalence of FZ, MBW, M-in-law, 
MBD/FZD marriage, as indicated in the 
diagra m: 

MBD / FZD EGO 
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suggests 
following 

b. Babine Lake Carrier: one term for FZ, M-in-law; 
separate terms each for MB and F-in-law; patri­
lateral cross cousin marriage is suggested by 
the terms. 

c. Stuart Lake Carrier: equivalence of M-in-law and 
MZ for a female speaker; patrilateral cross 
cousin marri age is suggested by the similarity 
of terms for FZ (pizyan) and M-in-law (~), 

The terminological equivalence among the Bulkley 

River Carrier of FB, MZH, FZH suggest brother-sister exchange 

and patrilateral parallel cousin marriage, although MB is 

not equivalent to MZH; Stuart Lake terms reflect matrilateral 

parallel cousin marriage,l The suggestion of this pattern, 

coupled with ethnographie accounts of cross cousin marriage, 
C·,. \ 

may denote a generalized agamous situation in transition 

from a less to a more structured pattern. This fits the 

p osition of this paper that the incorporation of matrilineal 

structural features is relected in Carrier kinship terminology. 

Overall, there is no elear eut pattern of kinship 

terminology verifying cross cousin marriage, except possibly 

for the Bulkley Carriers (in closest proximity to the matri-

1 l am grateful for Dr. Damas' suggestions about 
this interpretation. 
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lineal Gitksan). With the pattern of virilocal residence 

and a tendency to village exogamy. patrilateral cross cousin 

marriage can be interpreted as the formation and perpetuation 

of alliances; the ambiguity of the system as revealed through 

the terminology may indicate a transition from agamy toward 

matrilateral cross cousin marriage as the consequence of the 

increased importance of the matrilineal succession of coastal 

titles, crests, and songs. 

15. ii. Residence 

McClellan (1964: 9) indicates that initial matri-

locality 1s com~on among north we stern Athabascans, but initial 

or continuin g mat rilocal residence Tules do not 

cause matrilineal sib organiz ation "even though they correlate 

quite Hell throu ghout the area" C1cCl ellan 1964: 9 ). Among 

the Carriers, the residence pattern is similar, juxtaposed 

with alternative patterns of descente 

Among the Hw itsi woten with ma trilineal descent, there 

was an initial matrilocal residence in the form of bride ser-

vice for one year, then the residence was optional, but the 

,,, i f e 's par e n t s "1 a r gel y rel i e cl 0 n the i r son - i n - la,,, ' s h e 1 p 

at pot1atches" (Jennes s 1943: 427 ). The bilatera l Alkatcho 

had an initial period of rnatrilocality for one or two years 

while the man wor ked for his father-in- law, th en a tendency 

to virilocality (Cold man 1953: 64). Horice (1905: 219 ) 
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is vague on what is termed 'Carrier' residence, probably 

with reference mainly to Stuart Lake, stating that a young 

man settled with his bride "in a corner of the large lodge 

of his father-in-law." Ray's (1942: 211) culture element 

distribution for the Tauten indicates a final matrilocal 

residence, which seems incongruous with the interior pattern 

and thus somewhat suspect. 

The Fort McLeod Sekani had bride service for one or 

more years, or until the first child was oorn, then optional 

residence . (Jenness 1937: 54), while bride service among the 

T'lotona Sekani, who were influenced by the Gitksan and Tahl­

tan, lasted until the g room gave enough furs to his father­

in-law, aiter which was a marr i age feast in which the father­

in-law distributed the furs to members of , other sibs (Jenn es s 

1937: 60). 

Haisla bride service 1asted about one year until the 

wife was 'repurchased' by her kin in a ceremony called tenakwah, 

"bringing her home," with viri10cality followin g (OIson 1940 : 

186). For the ,Be lla Coola, the engageme nt period requir ed 

that a perspective son-in-law work for his future father-in­

law, while the pa r ents-in-law ex ch anged gifts and hosted each 

other (NcIlwraith 19 48 1: 383), but final residence was viri-

local. (HcIlwraith 19481: 11 8 ) . 

These residence patterns aIl serve ta indicate th e im­

portance of residence patterns as a potential sour ce of dif­

fusion; women from the coastal tribes bringing elements, 
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especially sib affiliations, into the British Columbia 

interior. 

15. iiL Kinship terms: second ascending generation 

The kinship terrns for the grandparent generation are 

presented in the following table: 

Table 9 Grandparent Terms 

Two grandparent terms: 

Bear Lake Sekani 
Fort Grahame Sekani 
Tsetsaut 
Great Bear La k e 
Lower Tanana 
Kaska 
Tahltan 1 
Carrier (Harmon)l 
Car rie r ( r'i 0 rie e ) 
Alkatcho Carrier 
Chilcotin 

Tsimshian 
Niska 

Hais1a 

Bella Coola 

Three grandparen t terms: 

HwitsiHote n 
Babine Lake Carrier 

GF (FF, HF) 

istsiia 
ase 
etse 
e tse: 
tse 
stsie 
estsua 2 
utche ya n 
tsiyan 
tsiyan 
tsi 

nya 
niye 

babah 

kukpi 

GF (FF, HF) 

tsets 
tzets 

GH (HH t ~H) 

etsuun 
asu 
etso 
etsu 
ton 
stsu 
estshun 
utsoo 
tsu 
tsu 
tsuh 

dzes 
nt'set's 

ma mahawa h 

kika 

Fr! 

tsani 
ani 3 

HH 

tso 
tsa 3 

The above table of grandparent terms revea1s an 

overwhe 1ming pattern aoong Athabas c an-speaking gro ups, as 

weIl as coasta1 groups, of a two-term grandparent c1assifica-

or sh. 

1 Probabl y the Stuart Lake Carrier. 

2 
In JI a r i:l 0 n ' s 0 r th 0 g r a p h y , ~ m a y b e 0 r 0 no une e d a 5 s 

3 Hackler (195 8 ), from whom these terms are der ived , 

.' 



139. 

tion, even among the bilateral Alkatcho and matrilineal 

Niska. The two Carrier bands closest to the Tsimshians 

as a whole, the Hwitsiwoten of Bulkley River, and the 

Babine Lake Carrier, also show the greatest divergence 

from the two-term pattern, with three terms and a differen-

tiation of the maternaI and paternal grandmothers (MM, FM). 

Kroeber (1937: 602-603) suggests that the proto-Athabascan 

grandparent terminology was a four-term system , with separate 

terms for FF, FM, MF, and MM; the northern Athabascan GF 

and GM once probably applied only to MF and FM. HO\-lever, 

the large distribution of a t\-lo-term system, and the presence 

of a three-term s y stem found among bands which would be i n 

close contact with coastal groups, su gg ests a basic two-term 

system. Following Kr oeber (1 939 ), Spencer and Jennings (1965: 

162) su gg est that t he Slave, Dogrib , a nd Yellowkni ves co me as 

close as possible ta the earli e st or ori g inal f or m of the 

Athabascan kinship system, with a mer g in g of g r andpa rent ter ms 

and bifurcate coll ate ral terms f or parents' siblin g s. Th is 

su gges ts ta Spencer and Jennin gs (1 96 5: 1 62 ) an incipie nt 

uniline al organization: 

••• one which cou ld readily c ome int o fruit ion 
as a result or c o ntact wi th the influ e nce of the 
Northw e st Co as t. 

The terms f rom Harr.1o n (1 90 3) and Horice (1932), \.,rh ich 

in d i c a tes th a t ~ m a y b eus e d f or PI , NH, su g g est in g t h ~ t 
the B él b i n e La k e s v ste ID \ : a sin a pro ces s a f c ha n g e wh e n w Il i t e 
pre ss ure s disr u pted co mm u ni c ations with cO éls tal gro up s. 
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reflect the Stuart Lake system, provide an eighty year range 

in which the actual terms remained unchanged, although it is 

suggested elsewhere that there was a shift in the terms of 

the first ascending generation. reflecting the increased 

importance of differentiating paternal and maternaI Kin (see 

uncle, aunt terms ) . 

It is interesting ta note thnt the adoption of princi-

pIes of matrilineal des cent by the two westernmost G~rrier 

bands resulted in the extension of the differentiation of 

paternal and maternaI Kin even farther than the coastal groups 

from which this principle was derived. 

15. i v. Kinship terms: first ascending generation 

The kinship ter ms for the first ascending generation 

are presented in the fol lowing table: 

Table la Kinship terms: first ascending ' g eneration 
(u ncle, aunt) 

Bifurcate Collateral FZ FB F }1 HZ NB 

H \ ·1 i t s i Hot e n bits tai beb ane akai aze 
Ba b in e Lake spets tai pe ni ake aze 
Fr ase r Lake (FZ) (F i)) (F) (H) aki aze 
Stuart Lake pizvan thai p a llu akei ze 
Tsets au t b e' atha t E na sxa aga e LI 
Lo\.]e r Ta nana ton tai taa nea age ale 

1 AIs 0 a p p li e d t 0 g r and mot h e r ( rI H, nr), 5 u g g est in g a 
shi ft to Cro w type of ter cin olo gy. 



Lineal FZ 

Alkatcho aki 
Chilcotin ? 
Great Bear Lake senoi 

Bella Coola sisksom 

Bifurcate Merging 

Kaska stsu l 

Haisla anis 
Niska nixda 

Unclassified 

Tahltan eda 
Bear La ke Sekani ? 
Fort Grahame Sek. abedze 

FB 

aze 
Eze 
se'e 

sisi 

sta 

op 
nEgwad 

ista 
isda 2 

esta 

F 

apa 
Eta 
eta 

ta tao 

eta 

op 
nEg,."ad 

ete 
aba 
abba 

M MZ 

akwEI aki 
epam ? 
ewe senoi 

stanu- sisk-
dimut 

ena 

abuh 
na 

e±a 
aria 
ane 

som 

ena 

abuh 
na 

eda 
ana 3 

son gwe 
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MB 

aze 
Eze 
se'e 

sisi 

seze 

xWatlap 
nEpep 

edeze 
sa'ze 
sase 

Harmon (1903) includes sorne kin terms in his Takul1i 

(Carrier) word 1ist, 1ikely obtained at Stuart Lake, where 

he spent the period 1810 to 1819, such as aki, aunt, ~, 

father, and un-nun g- co ol , mo ther. The lack of differentia-

tien between FZ and MZ in Harmon' s term, and the distinct 

separation indicate d in Morice 's (se e table) suggests that 

the Stuart Lake Carrier c hanged their terminolog y between 

1810 and 1 890 , i.e., post- f ur tracle, as a result o f the in-

cre as in g enphasis on the importance of p.laternal kin. Duff 

(1 951: 33) s tat es that, in surnmary , Fo rt Fraser Ca rri er and 

1 AIs a a p pli e d t a g r a n cl w a the r ( ~(N , F H), s u g g est in g a 
shift to Crow type o f terminolo g y. 

2 A1so " mot h er's husband." 

3 A1so cal1ed etsuun, sowe' ( a1s o appliedto father's 
wife). 
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Bulkley River Carrier (Hwitshloten) "have made changes in 

their kinship terminolo gy to accord with the phratry system, 

the latter more than the former." Those within the phratry 

were considered as the true unc1~s, aunts, and 50 on, with 

new terms found for those without (Duff 1951: 33). 

15. v. Kinship terms: cousin termino10gy 

The f01lowing table presents cousin terminology 

according to the types from Murdock (1949: 223-224): 

Table Il Cousin Ter min olo gv 

Group 

Coastal 

Bella Caola 
Haisla 
Niska 

Athab .ascans 

Sekani(HcLeod 
Bear L .. Sekani 

FZD 

L)setise 
sedade 

Ft. Grahame Sek.sade 
Tah1tan ispa 
Kaska stsu 

Lower Tanana u'de 
Chilcotin etiz 

Carri ers 
~ 

Bu1k1ey River z it 
Babin e Lake zit 
Stu art Lake ±thes 
A1katcho sayat 

H - Ha,.,aii an 
l - Iroquois 
C - Cro,., 
? - un sure 

FBD Z- NZD MBD 

setise setise setise setise 
sedade sedade sedade sedad e 
sade sade sa de sade 
adaade adaade adaade estsila 
talte talte talte e1ka, 

espa 
ade ade ade u'de 
etiz etiz etiz etiz 

a±te'tse a±te'tse Q±te ' t sc z it 
zit a±te'tse a±te'tse z it 
±thes ±thes ,z i t z it 
sayat sayat sayat sayat 

Type 

H 
l 
l 

H 
H 
H 
? 
C 

l 
H 

? 
? 
H 
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The term zit appears limited to the Carrier groups 

that adopted matrilineal sibs, with varying kin included, 

with the constant inclusion of MB D. An analysis of the in-

law terms reveals that for the Bulkley Carriers, the same 

term is applied to FZ, MZHu; FZ is terminologically equiva-

lent to MBWi and M-in-law, supporting the presence of cross-

cousin marriage. Hackler (1958: kin terms) indicates that 

FZ andWiM are terminologically equivalent, suggesting patri-

lateral cross-cousin marriage. It seems that cross-cousin 

marriage practices and the inheritance of titles and pre-

rogatives in the maternaI line were changing the ~inship 

terminolog y , without a corresponding (prior, in Murdock's 

(1949: 211) scheme) change in residence. 

A further differentiation alon g matrilineal sib lines 

is evident from an analysis of terms in the first descenàing 

generation, presented in the following table (aIl terms are 

referenced ta a male eg o): 

Table 12 

Band 

Alkatcho 
Bulkle y River 
Babine Lake 
Stuart Lake 
Sek ani 

Kinshi u Te r!'1s: 

Brother's 
Children 

g ~ola z 
y n g r siblin g 
bahcle·xsh 
yngr sibling 
S, D 

firs t descendin g genera ti on 

Son 

ye 
ye 
ye 
ye 
setch~ola 

Daughter Sister's 
Children 

tse g~ola z 
ts e tso l 

tse ts i 
ts e cu 
setchwa 

, 
sazi 

l 
Sister's children are collectivel y call e d tso; 

sist er 's dau ghter éllone 1s ter med ak ' :1i, \olhich i5 al-S-;-th e 
ter m a p pli e cl t 0 :1 Z • H 0 r i c e ( l 9 1 0: 9 8 8) n ote 5 for the S tua r t 
Lake Carrier that ZD wa5 a potential ma te, as she be lon ge d ta 
a di fferent 5ib than a male e go . 
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Some specializations of meaning become evident ~hen 

a female ego is used, underlining the differentiation of sih 

affiliation. For example, among the Stuart Lake Carrier, a 

female calls her brother's children k~az, equivalent (~ith 

dialect differences) to the Alkatcho gwaz, indicating a 

specialization of the term from siblings' children to non-

sib siblings' children. For a Babine Lake female ego, brother's 

children are szet, whi ch is the term for HBD and FBD. 

The following presents a summary of Carrier kinship 

terminology: 

Parents: The basic Carrier term for father, ~, 

is found among aIl the Carrier gro ups; differentiation occurs 

with the term f or mother, ~ (Bulkley River, Babine Lake), 

llu (Stuart Lake), and ablEl (Alkatcho). 

Children : There is a differentiation among the 

Carriers o f Fraser Lake, Stuart Lake, Babine Lake, and Bulkley 

Rive r , bet,vee n ·sister's children (tsu; except Fraser Lake, 

g\laz) (same sib ), élnd brother' s children (youn g er sibling and 

cousin) (ot her sib). Fraser Lake appears transitional bet ween 

the Alkatcho system and the oth e rs. The term gwaz amon g the 

Stuart Lake Carrier is applied by a woman to her brother's 

children. 

Siblin g s: AlI the Carrier bands have the typic al 

Northern Athahascan four term system of differentiation by 

sex and relative age. The cou si n-siblin g equivalence of the 
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Chi1cotin (Lane n.d.: 2), Alkatcho Carrier (Go1dman 1941: 

405), and Sekani (Jenness 1937: 51) is not evident among 

the other Carrier bands (Stuart Lake, Fraser Lake,Babine 

Lake, Bu1kley Riv er ). Am ong the Fraser Lake Carrier, cousins 

are differentiated from siblings, but not from each other; 

Bu1k1ey Riv~r cross-cousins are c a lled by Fraser Lake 

'cousin' teins, v ith new terMS for parallel cousins, accord-

ing ta Duff (1951: 33). 

If ~ ( Alkatcho, eB and male cousin) and ~ (Alkat ­

cha, eZ and female cousin) are cognate with ondi and zit 

(cousin terms of other Carrier gr~ups), then it is possible 

ta make sorne assumptions about what has happ ene d und~r the 

influence of matriliny. The Fraser Lake and Babine Lake 

Carriers have applied aIder si bling terms ta cross-cousins 

and generi c sibling terms ta parallel cousins, withattendant 

phonetic shifts. The above is hi g hly speculâtive, but so rn e 

oth er equivalences sug g est that cous ins are called variations 

of sibling terms. For examp le, Babine La ke ahlte't s e, eZ, is 

equivalent ta Bulkley River parallel fernale cousin (FBD, MZD). 

Babine Lake tchal, male cousin in a different sib, is equiva-

lent ta Bulkle y River a n d Stu a rt Lak e yB . Pos s ibly Bul k l ev 

Rive r a~sen ( paraI leI male cousin) is equiva lent ta Stuart 

Lake ±etsin ( male paternal cousin), the g eneric term for 

broth er (Stu art Lake); likewise, Bulkley River a~te ' t s e 

(paraI leI female cousin) is equiv a lent ta Stuart Lake ±th es 
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(female paternal cousin), the generic term for sister (Stuart 

Lake). 

Uncle-aunt: AlI the Carrier bands differentiate be-

tween Iineals and collaterals in the first ascending generation, 

but the Bulkley River, Babine Lake, Fraser Lake, and Stuart 

Lake Carrier have a four term uncle-aunt system, (FB, ME, FZ, 

MZ) while the Alkatcho has a two term system (FB=MB, FZ=MZ). 

The terms for MB, ~, and HZ, aki, are constant in aIl the 

groups; FB is tai among aIl the bands except Alka tcho (where 

FB is equated with MB, ~); FZ is bits among Bulkley River, 

Babine Lake, and possibly Fraser Lake, pizvan at Stuart Lake, 

and equated with HZ, aki at Alkatcho. 

Duff (1951: 33) has su gg ested that those relatives 

within the same matri-sib were considered the tr ue relatives, 

while new uncle, aunt terms had to be found for those without. 

AlI the bands with the four term system were in direct or in­

direct contact with co astal groups with matri-sibs, whereas 

the Alkatcho was in contact with the bilateral Bella Coola. 

Usin g the Alkatcho terminology as a base Carri er type from 

which the others developed , as suggested by Go1dman (1 941 : 

405) and Duff (1951: 33), we c an ar rive at sorne notion of the 

ori gin of these new terms. F or example, tai, FB , is step-

father among the Alkatcho, suggesting that ~, the A1katcho 

term for HB and FE, bec ame specialized under the concept of 

matrilin y ta mean only HB, a nd an existing term, tai, step-
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father, was uti1ized for FB. The FZ term is less evident, 

although the presence of Alkatcho ~, mother-in-1aw, or 

Chilcotin bits, step-mother, suggests an ana1agous process. 

As Kroeber (1937: 606) emphasizes, Athabascan kin term 

systems differ for many reasons, one of which is that nomen­

clature logic, not necessari1y kin terms, has diffused from 

adjacent nori-Athabascan groups. 

Grandparent: The Stuart Lake and A1katcho Garrier 

have a two term system, GF tsi v an, GH tsu, whereas the Bulk­

ley River and Babine Lake Carrier have a three term system of 

GF, tsets, FM, tsani, and HH, tso, suggesting a greater em­

phasis on maternaI kin. 

Grandchilàren; The single term for grandchildren, 

tcai, is found among aIl the Carrier g roups for which there 

is infor ma tion ( A1 katcho, Bulk1ey River, Stu art La ke ). 

Parent-in-latv: The father-in-latv term,~, is co g-

nate among Stuart Lake, Babine I.n.ke, Bulk1e y River, and 

A1katcho, but the range of application of mother-in-law 

differ s. The co gna te term ~ appears in aIl the groups, 

but at Stuart Lake is us ed only b y a male spe ake r (a fe male 

s p e a k e rus e s é1 k e, the s a r:1 ete r m ct s l'! Z ); the Bab i n e L a k e 

term covers FZ; Bulkl ey River inclu des FZ and HBI-l ; th e Alkat­

cho ter m a1so inc1udes aIL terminolo g ical sisters of th e 

I!l other- in-latv. Patrilateral cros s- cousin ffiarriage is suggest-

ed by the Bab ine Lake equ ivalence s ; bilateral cross-cousin 

marriage by the Bulkley River e quival ences . 
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Sibling-in-1aw: AlI the Carrier groups have a single 

term, ~, for aIl sib1ing-in-laws. 



16. SUMMA RY AND CO NCLUSIONS 

16. 1. 

Disease and the resultant depopulation in the early 

and mid-1800's blotted out many Carrier families, whose 

places were-taken by immigrant families from other districts 

(Jenness 1943: 475). About 1820, a rock slide at Hagwelgate 

Canyon almost blocked the Bulkley River, allowing few salmon 

to pass upriver, resulting in a movement of most of the in­

habitants of the upper Bulkley River to Hagwelgate (Jenness 

1943: 477). The result was that the Hwitsiwoten were then 

only four miles from a Gitksan village, and at the canyon 

itself (where the Hwitsiwoten established their village), 

Gitksan fi~hing works were bn the west side, and Carrier 

on the east side (Barbeau 1930: 144). Hwitsiwoten Carriers 

also went to the Nass River in times of famine to purch as e 

001achon oil from the ~iska (Jenness 1943: 479). Chesl a tta 

Carriers visited the Kem ano Kitimat and Kims q uit (Duff 1 9 51: 

29); Al ka tcho Carri e r s c am e in the su mm er to the upper Be lla 

Coola v a ll ey a nd De a n Riv e r to fi s h or trad e f or salmon , a n d 

often wi~tered in vil l a g es of the Be lla Cool a Indians (G o l dman 

1940: 33 9 , 351; HcIl \v raith 19 48 I: 1 8 , 330). 

16. ii. Trade 

In additi o n to th e t rading me ntione d a bove, i mp o rta nt 

1 49 . 
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trade was carried on a10ng the Skeena River. About 1850, 

the Coast Tsimshian estab1ished a year1y market at the con-

fluence of the Bu1k1e y and Skeena Rivers (Jenness 1943: 478). 

In connection with this, Morice (1892: 120) wrote that: 

Certain clans of maritime Tsimpsians went even as 
. far as to claim and enforce the exclusive right 
of trading annua11y with the Babines and Sekanais, 
ascendin g the Skeena and one of its tribtitaries as 
far:as Bear or Conno11 y Lake. 

The Niska visited the Hwitsiwoten to trade oolachon 

for furs (Jenness 1943: 478); the upper Skeena became the 

center for trading between Carriers, Tsimshians, Haida~ and 

occasiona11 y T1ingit - with the Carriers imitating the feast-

ing, story te11ing, etc. (Morice 1892: 120). 

16. iii. Means of Access 

The most obvious communication routes were the ri ve r 

systems th at dissected the coastal mountains , such as th e 

Skeena, Dean, artd Bella Coola Rivers, wit h 1es ser ones in be-

tween. The extent of ab ori g inal trade prior to the establ ish-

ment of the first trad ing posts in Car rier territory in 1 80 6 

(Fort St. James and Fort Fraser ) is unc1e ar. However, in 

1793, Mackenzie encountered a gro up of Sekanis on t he u pper 

Parsnip River with iron g oods apparently obtained from the 

coast through Carrier mid dlemen (Mackenzie 190 2 : 91 ) . 

16. iVe Intermarriage 

The Hwitsiwoten and Ba bines of Babine Lake 
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intermarried with themselves and the Gitksan (Jenness 1943: 

475; Morice 1904: 6); participating in each others' ceremonies 

(Jenness 1943: 483). Jenness (1943: 478) wrote that until 

recently the Hwitsiwoten had little knowledge of the eastern 

Carrier groups, but maintained "close and friendly relations" 

with the Babines and Carriers of the Fraser Lake area. Sorne 

contact, possib1y more intensive in previous times, obtained 

between the , Cheslatta Carrier and the Kitimats, and possibly 

the Hwitsiwoten as wel1, which may have been the origin of 

the Carrier five 'phratry' system (Duff 1951: 29; Jenness 

1943: 481). The Cheslatta Carri~r, in th~ ~heslatta Lake 

area, lacking salmon, often visited coastal streams, such as 

the Kimsquit, and traded and possibly intermarried with the 

Kemano Kitimat and Kimsquits (Duff 1951: 29). .ic Ilwrai th 

(1948 1: 332-335) recorded a story of a Kimsquit male marry­

ing a Xixais Carrier woman from the Ootsa Lake area, and 

bringing her back to his village. The Lo wer Carriers, notablv 

the A1katcho, intermarried with the Bella Coola of the Upper 

Bella Coola River valley (Gold ma n 19 40 : 342; McIl wra ith 1948 

1: 18; Mariee 1893: 202 ). 

Genealo gies were un available to me , but the abovc in­

dicates that intermarria ~ es h~twee n coastal grou~ s and ~cstern 

Carrier g roups oceurred, although h ow mueh prior to the impetus 

of the fur trade is unel ear. Steward (pers. comm,) p lac es 

diffusion as pre-Columbian f or the Upper Carri ers , while Gold-
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man (1940: 342) f~lt that for the f..lkatcho " •• • diffusion and 

adoption of Bella Coola cultural elements followed not upon 

aboriginal trade, 

Le., mid-180û. 

but upon rapidly expanding White fur trade Il . , 

Intermarriage betveen Carrier groups lacks specifie 

documentation, but villages along the same river or lake pro-

babl y f o rmed' a marriage unit • . For example, Horice (1928: 80 ) 

wrote that the people of the adjacent villages of Th~tce and 

Koeztce were intimately connected " from an ethnographie al 

standpoint," and uniformly called T±az-tenne, "people of the 

Fond-du-Lac." 

For the Nec osliwoten of Stuart Lake, Steward (pers. 

comm.) wrote that his genealogies covering the period Îrom 

1850 to 1940 revealed no instances of cross-couiin marriage, 

so that cross-cousin marriage as a mechanism for the spread 

of titles (inherited in the fernale line) mayhave been over-

rated (c f Eggan 1955: 53 8 -542). Local Carrier gr ou ps (i .e., 

villages) took the names of Tsimshian phratries, and maintained 

themselves partl y by potlatching a g ainst other groups (S te ward 

pers. co mm ,). Further, S tevard ( pe rs. co mm ,) wrote that the 

fact th a t these main gro'urs ,\; ei'~ , Lo: c<i~i z ed made possible a c e r-

t a in pro 1 i fer a t ion 0 f n a fi es, r e's u 1 tin gin 0 n e g r 0 u pre c e n t 1 Y 

taking the name Northern Pacifie (a railroad ). 

16. v, Motives for Inter tribal Trade 

Food short ag e h as been g iv e n as one reason for trade 
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between tribes; fursbein g exchanged for dried salmon, as 

among the Alkatcho and Bella Coola; (as weIl as for European 

trade goods (Gold man 1940: 339; .1941: 412-13; McIlwraith 

1948 1: 18) - the original source of which was the coast. 

The prestige of obtaining coastal titles and ceremonial 

paraphernalia was probably an important factor, as trade 

involving alI - native traders were pervasive enou g h L to 

force the trading companies in the interior to retain a 

"credit system" for fear that trade would be lost to native 

traders from the coast (see, for example McLean 1932: 183). 

An affinaI network was created in which women were exchan ge d 

to ensure the maintenance of in-law obligations. Hith res p ect 

to the son-in-law relationship, Gold man (1941: 343 ) wr ot e: 

In the co mpe tition that ch a racterized Northwest 
economy a Carrier son-in-law gave a Bell a Coola 
a virtua l trade mo n o p ol y , particula rl y in view 
of the Carrier concept s o f br ide-s ervic e . 

and further that: 

Althou g h a Be lla Coola did not gai n valu ab le 
prero ga ti ves f ro m a Carrier son-i n - law, if he 
coul d ge t a monopo ly upon his furs he c ould 
make enou g ht ta p urc hase n ew p rero ga tives. 
(Go1 dman 1941 : 416). 

Mcl1 wr aith (1948 1: 121) wrote th at in recent ti mes , 

there was a t enden c y for Be ll a Coo1 a me n to ma rr y f orei gn 

wo me n to obt ai n new preroga tives, but most of the co as t a l -

in teri a r marriages seem ta hav e inva1ved caastal wa men and 

in terior men (Go1dman 1941: 345). The same mechanism was 

us e d by Carri er groups to gain access to Sekani hunting and 
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The extent of this affinaI network of obligations 

prior to the impetus of the fur trade is unclear, but the 
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fact remains that the mechanism was an amplification of pre­

viously e xi sting principles common among interior groups -

i.e., bride-s er vic e, and son-in-Iaw obligations (Goldman 

1940: 359; Jenness 1943: 527; McCiellan 1964: 9; Morice 

1910: 982). 

16 . vi. Linguistic Eviden ce for Diffusion 

According to Horice (1893: 125, fn~ 2), Carrier 

potlatches or cere monial banquets were ca1led hor wunuta, 

"t"he going near" - "a verbal no~n ; ~h~tl1eonfirm s that such 

feasts ••• are of recent origin a mo ng the Hestern Denes." The 

Hwitsiwoten ca11e d their pot1atches dzeti1 (Jen ness 1943: 

513), which bears a rese mblance to th e Tsims hi an word for 

crest, dzab k (Sapir 1916 (19 58 : 435 )). Sapir (1 9 1 6 (195 8 : 

435, fn. 23)) f urt her me ntioned that "according to sorne, a 

dz abk is 'w ha t is mad e up, devised' a n d shown at a potlatch , 

referrin g r ather to t he invention of new way s o f show in g oid 

crests or even the invent ion of n ew cr ests ." A1though the 

Tsimshian had a ter m for phratry, ~, there seems to have 

been no equiva1ent am on g the Carriers ( Duff 1 951: 30). 

Prior to t he distribution of skins at a potlat ch at 

S tua r t L a k e, y 0 u n g t1 e n \".' 0 u 1 d cry 0 u t s Em ct a e t ( H a r i cel 8 9 3 : 

118), which ca me from t he Tsims hi a n word for no blèma n, sE m- s ad, 

.. 
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or chief, sEm'a?,id (Boas 1916: 972). Sapir (1916 (1958: 

442)) gave the gloss as "very real man." However, a sErnaQet 

among the Carriers seems to have held no power greater than 

prestige through potlatches. 

lnherited names, validated by potlatching, included 

many of extraneous origin (cf Jenness 1943: 491ff; Morice 

1933: 642). " For the Hwitsiwoten, Jenness (1943: 495) wrote: 

16. vii. 

A cursory perusal of these peera ge tables will 
indicate that many of the titles are in the 
Tsimshian tongue; in sorne, perhaps most, they 
coincide with titles actua1ly in use among the 
Tsimshian. Yet on1y about a third of the Bulkley 
Carrier understood andspoke the Tsimshian lan­
guage, so that the bearer of a tit1e often ' kne\v 
1itt1e or nothing about its origin or rea1 sig­
nificance. 

Archeao10gica1 Evidence su gg esting Coastal Trade 

Very 1ittle archaeo1ogical work to date has been 

done in the Central Interior, but trade with the coast is 

indic ated by the presence in a few sites of goods of coastal 

deriv ati on. In the western area, at Euchu Lake, the hunting 

and fishing area of the Cheslatta Carriers, Borde n (1952) 

fou n d }fv t i 1 u s c <11 if 0 r TI i a in many of the sites, a mollusc 

which was important on the coast, indicating prehistoric 

co ast-Ches 1atta trade. Dentalia and a Chinese coin ( minted 

ca A.D . 1125) were found at Chinl a c, a Carri er villa ge on the 

Stuart River (Fraser River drainage), but there was no evidence 

th at this trade was prehistoric, as the dentalia appeared at 

the s ame time as heads, co ~pe r, iron, etc . ( Borden 1952: 33). 
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Interior trade at Chin1ac was a1so indicated by the pre-

sence of ohsidian - the nearest source of which was in the 

Anahim region, 120 miles to the southwest. 

16. viii. Sources of influence. 

From the foregoing ethnographic accounts of inter-

action with foreign gr oups, the most obvious sources of in-

fluences were the Git ksa n, Haisla, and Bella Coo1a. The Git-

ksan were divided into four exogamous matri1inea1 phratries 

(Eagles, Wolves, Frog-Raven, and Fireweed), with further 

subdivisions into clans and linea~es (Barbeau 1929: 10; 

Drucker 1963: 116; Garfield 1950: 19). It is interesting to 

note that the Bulkley Carrier ( Hwitsiwoten ) did not have the 

exact equiva1ents of these Gitksan phratries, but rather ad-

justed a five division system to the four fo1d Gitksan system 

(Jenne ss 1943: 483). Duff (1951: 29 ) and Jenness 0943: 481) 

have su gg ested that the Kitimat or Hais1a system served as the 

mode1, as this group had five matri1inea1 divisions (OIson 

1933: 398; 1940: 169). OIson (1 940: 185) a1so stated that: 

The Hais1a eaua te the cl ans of nei g hborin g tribes 
with th eir own and o bse rve the same restrictions 
as in intr at ri ba 1 marria ge s. 

Norice (1893: 20 3, fn 1) wr o te: 

••• it wou1d seem that the Crow or Raven is re­
garded as t he totem o f sorne clan <1ï.lon g the Louer 
Carriers ( b ut is) unknown among the Upper Carriers. 

Accordin g to OIson (19 40: 1 69 , 200), the Cro,., and Raven 



157. 

clans were found among the Haisla (as weIl as the Beaver, 

Blackfish, and Salmon clans). The Cheslatta Carriers, on 

the upper Ne chako River-C heslatta Lake area, often visited 

the Haisla areas (as weIl as the Kimsquit, who were Bella 

Coola speakers) (Duff 1951: 29). 

The influence of the bilateral Bella Coola helped 

ta maintain bilaterality among the Alkatcho Carrier crest 

groups, according to Goldman (1941: 4 12) . 

16. ix. Social Organization (see table 13) 

According to Morice (1905: 201), the entir,e social 

system of the Carriers, i.e., the potlatch-rank cornplex, 

was borrowed from the coast Indians. Duff (1951: 28) wrote 

that, until recentl y, "the Carrier Indians have been rap idly 

borro wing fea tur e s of socia l organization from their coastal 

nei ghb our s" and further, t hat the Upper Carriers were travel­

ing "the p a th to true phratry organization" prio r to ",hite 

contact ( Duff 1951: 34). The sar.1e view has been expr essed 

e 1 se ", 11 e r e ( Ste ~.! a r d 1 9 5 5 : 1 7 5 ) • Thus, the result of int er-

action ",ith co as tal groups ",as the spread of named matrilineal 

kinship gro ups into the interior. Amo n g t he Hw itsiwot en, thcre 

were five sibs represented in bot h of the mai~ villa g es 

(Jenn ess 194 3: 485 ). Jcnness' description of phratries a nd 

cl ans indicates tha t we are dealing with sibs and hous e ~rou P s 

of extend cd fami li es . Al thou g h descent was matrilineal, r e s id cnce 
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Table 13 Distribution of Social Features 

Village composition: Alkatcho- related families of sibling 
groups. 

Hwitsiwoten- 'clan' houses. 
Necosli~voten- 'c-l ·an' houses. 
Tauten- exiended families. 

Basic kinship group: Alkatcho- localized bilateral sadeku. 
Hwitsiwoten- local sib segment. 
Necosliwoten- local sib se gme nt. 
Tauten- extended family (?). 

Basic economic unit: Alkatcho- sadeku. 

Exogamous unit: 

Crest group: 

Narriages with: 

Hwitsiwoten- two or three related fami­
lies. 

Necosliwoten- e xte nded family (?). 
Tauten- extended family (?). 
Alkatcho- sade k u. 
Hwitsi woten- sib. 
Necosliwoten- sib. 
Tauten- ? 
Alkatcho- three bilateral, non-exogamous, 

non - Iocalized groups. 
Hwitsiwoten- five matrilineal sibs. 
Necosliwoten- four ma trilineal sibs. 
Tauten - absent. 
Alkatcho- Bella Coola. 
Hwitsiwot en- Gitksan. 
Necosl:i,Hoten- ? 
Tauten - Shuswap (?). 

Succ~ssion to leaders h ip: Alkatcho- eldest son. 
Hwitsi woten- sister's son, brother . 
Necosliwoten- sister's son, brother. 
Tauten- ? 

Potlatch unit: Alkatcho- crest gr oup. 

Potlatch time a nd 

HwitsiHoten- house g roup. 
Ne cosliwoten- individual. 
Tauten- vil l age. 

associat e d economic activity: Al katcho- late summe r; fi shi n g . 
Hwitsi woten- fall; saloon run e 
Necosliwot e n- fa ll; sa l oon rune 
Ta ut ~n- surnmer; salmon rune 

Number of p otlatc hes for succession: Alkatcho- fo ur. 
HwitsiHot cn- six . 
Necosliwoten- six. 
Tauten- any number. 
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vas virilocal (Jenness 1934: 154), which accords with Mur-

dock's (1949: 47) definition of sib. Sib mernbers of one 

'sub-tribe' (eg., the Hwitsiw oten) assembled and lived to­

gether at fishing places; participated in common feasts and 

ceremonies; owned separate hunting territory; regulated 

marriage; through the chief (actually the head of the most 

prestigious "house group ) the division of hunting territory 

was controlled (Jenness 1943: 481-83). Only one of the five 

sibs had a Carrier name, the others being derived from 

Tsimshian (Jenness 1943: 482). The practice of extending 

sib exogamy to other Carrier 'subtribes' or even different 

nations, coupled with virilocality (aft er initial matri-

locality) undoubtably aided the spread of matrilineal con-

cepts. The "phratries" were divided into a number of clans, 

accordin g to Jenness (1943: 484 ), which were aIl called 

Houses (eg., Thin House). These units were unranked, and 

had their own chiefs and crests (J enness 1943: 484 ) - however, 

the crest origin legends were not regarded as clan property 

(Jenne ss 1943: 495) as they were among the Tsimshian (Bar beau 

1917: 560). These Rouse g roups, or "clans," had indivi dual 

fishin g stands and reco g nized hunting g rounds within 'p hra tr y ' 

territory. Inheritance to the position of 'clan' chief passed 

from a man to his sister's son or brother, and involved (tradi­

tionally) no less than six potlatches tovalidate succession 

(Jenness 1943: 513). Accordin g to Horice (1933: 464 ), the 

family wa s not known as a social unit. 
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Morice (1905: 197) wrote that the Babines and northern 

Carriers built lodges, based on coastal designs, accommodating 

several families, which probably correspond toJenness' 

Houses or clans. 

Among the Stuart Lake Carriers ( Necosliwoten), there 

were four unranked exogamous sibs, extending beyond the vil-

lage level, .with several hereditary chiefs in each localized 

sib segment that controlled hunting lands (Morice 1905: 202). 

With respect to phratries, Morice (1892: 119) wr ote: 

So far as l am aware, the phratries were still 
unknown amon g them ( Stuart Lake Carriers); the 
traditional ori g in of the g entes receiveà no 
definite explanation, and the secret sociefies 
common to most maritime tribes had har àly 
passed be y ond their first or embryonic stage 
of existence when the Carri e rs co mm enc ed 
looking to others than the Coast Indians f or 
models to copy from. 

Further to the east; the Stony Creek band (Tac hick-

woten) had two sibs with membership by matrilineal descent, 

accorcling ta Jenness (1943: 586). Sorne of th ese people 

asserted that in f ormer times aIl the members of one sib 

lived in one villa ge , and the second village contained aIL 

the members of the second sib, wh ich Jenness (1943: 586) 

found Il impossible, sin ce the phratries were exogamous units 

and every man must have belon g ed toa different phratry from 

his wife." HOvleve r, Duff (1951: 34) suggested that, as ano ng 

the Alkatcho (Gold man 1941: 39 9 ), e x o g a my was not necess.:lrily 

a feature, and the phratry (sib) was coe xtensive with the 



161. 

village, i.e., designated a local unit (Steward 1971: per -

sonal communication), with local groups outside of the 

Bulkley River - Babine Lake area taking the names of Tsim-

shian phratries, but without the criterion of exogamy. 

Jenness (1943: 586), in applying a strict anthropological 

definition to these named gr oups based on their derivation in 

name from Tsimshian phratries, denied the concept of a non-

exogamous village with a Tsimshiam phratry name. On the other 

hand , Duff (1951) and Steward (1960) realized that the actual 

nomenclature did not necessarily preclude a unilineal, exog-

amous descent gr oup. Steward (1960: 732) des cri b e s the s 0 -

called phratries at Stuart Lake as: 

10ca1ized g roups which carried titles of 
nobilit y that theoretically were inherited 
matrilineall y but in practice were acquired 
in various ways. 

While usin g the terr.s " phratry " and" co mp any" to 

describe these g roups, Steward (1960 : 737) does not imply 

genuinely matrilineal, excgamous kin gr ou ps; membership in a 

phratry/company may in fact have been bilatera1 for manv of 

the members, although titles were kept within this unit. In 

summary, Steward (1960: 738) writes: 

it seems cl ea r that as a stat us system spread 
eastward throu gh intermarria g e, control of surplus, 
and perh aps other factors , it became so simplified 
that Stu a rt Lake and Stoney Creek (sic, but actuali y 
Fraser Lake) had only two mai n divisions and no sub­
divisi ons , and that no minal equivalents from one 
localit y to anoth e r be c am e con f used. In fact the v 
bec ame so confu sed that such names as Grand Trunk 
and J apan were adopted in certain localities. 
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Duffts (1951: 30) Fraser Lake informant supp1ied the 

information that once aIl Fort Fraser people were ~samasvu 

(a Tsimshian phratry name); Burns Lake people were ~aksilvu; 

Fraser Lake (St ella), jilserh v u; Tachick Lake, ±aksi1yu; and 

Nu1ki Lake, jilserhvu, from whic h Duff (1951: 32) postulated 

a sequence of sib adoption by the Carriers. First, a local 

band takes the Tsimshian-derived name of a phratry from the 

west, with sorne form then of one-sib local groups. Hith the 

concept of sib would come the ass ociated ideas of class 

structure, crests, matrilineal descent, and exogamy, o f which 

the latter was initia1ly local group exogamy. Duff (1951: 33) 

further felt that while matrilineal descent became deepl y 

establisheo, the concept of sib exogamy did not. 

For the southeastern Carriers, informati on is meagre. 

However, there seems ta have been no sibs, as village autonomv 

was stressed and there exist ed no named units lar g er tha n the 

village o r band. (R ay 19 42 : 229). The house t ypes indic ate 

more Interior Sali sh influence than from the coast, as the 

semisubterranean house was utilized as a winter residence 

(Ra v 1942: 17 8 ). As among the Alkatcho Carrier, the Tauten 

villa ge he ld a co mm on huntin g territory in which exten ded 

familiesand indivi d uals, by usufruct, exploitedstreams, etc. 

The kinship terminologies refl e ct an emphasis on 

maternaI versus p a ternal Kin (i.e., members of own matrilineal 

des cent gro up as opposed ta others) in the groups in mast fre­

qu ent contact with the Gitksan and Haisla ; the bilaterality 
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of the Alkatcho reflecting the influence of the Belia Coola. 

Duff (1951: 33) wrote that the Fort Fraser (Natlioten) and 

Bulkley River Carrier have made changes ta accord with the 

sib system; further, that: 

••• as distinctions were made between relatives 
within and without the phratry, ,those within were 
considered to be the true " uncles," " aunts," etc., 
and new terms had to be found for those without. 

Res~dence remained uniform throughout the Carrier 

area (with the Tauten matrilocality a puzzling exception), 

although if a man's parents-in-law resided in the same village, 

then perhaps we need a finer definition of residence patterns. 

The general pattern, though, was of 5ib or village exogamy. 

A differentiation also obtained with respect ta the 

exogamous units. Am on g the western Carrier ( Babines ). the sib 

was t he unit whieh regulated marriage, and this extended 

beyond the ~illage for the B~lkley River Carrier (Jennes s 

1943: 483) and Stuart Lake Carrier (Moriee 1.890: 118). To the 

east, sib exogamy extended no furt he r than the band. Among 

the Fraser Lake Carriers ( Nat lioten), although the sibs 

corresponded in name to the western Carrier sibs, Jenness 

(19 43: 584) wrote that: 

A man eould not marry a woman of his own phratry 
unles s she belon g ed to 3nother subtribe; a Laksilyu 
man, for exanpl e , eould mar~y a Laksilyu woman of 
Hagwilgate, but not of Fraser Lake. 

Sib exogamy seems to be absent among the Stony Creek 

Carrier (J enness 1943: 586 ), approximating the pattern a mong 

the Tau t en, where village exogamy was preferred (Ray ]9 42: 214). 
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Matrilineal inheritance of tit1es and thus nobi1ity 

among the Bulk1ey River Carriers and Babines was a1tered 

among the Fraser Lake Carriers, in that a1though chi1dren 

in the latter band belonged ta the sib of their mother, they 

" were not considered nobles un1ess their fathers were nobles" 

(Jenness 1943: 513). Among the Stony Creek Carriers, " Any-

one cou1d become a chief by giving a certain number of 

pot1atches; a lesser number bestowed on him the sta~us of a 

noble" (Jenness 1943: 586). Inheritance to the position 

of clan chief among the Bulkley Carriers went from a man to 

his sister's son, or failing that, to a brother, and involved 

a set number of potlatches - six - for validation (Jenness 

1943: 513). 

The sadeku, a bilateral descent gr oup (with patri-

1ateral tendencies), vas the exogamous unit among the Alkatcho 

Carrier, and as it may have been localized, ·village exogam y 

was approximated (Go ld man 1940: 336-337). The sadeku vas 

also the unit which held hunting and fishing areas (weirs and 

traps) in a co mmon villa g e territory ( Goldman 1940: 336). The 

crest group among the Alkatcho vas the result of a combination 

of the Upper Carrier and Babine matrilineal sib plus in­

fluence from the bilateral Bella Coola, which resulted in 

a bilateral, non-e xo g arn ous social un it ( Go l dma n 1 94 1: 4 1 4 ). 

Thus, ve can see that cert a in features of social 

organization vere copied from the coastal groups, and that th e 

selection vas mainl y contin g ent upon social factors, rath e r 
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than ecological factors alone. lt appears that the the 

5ib system took on many functions with respect to land di­

vision that were previously handled by the village or a 

bilateral des cent group similar to the Alkatcho sadeku. 

Ecological factors did operate on the sib system, 

though. The seasonal alteration between village and smaller 

groups of families meant that thesib system operated as a 

structuring device for the allocation of personnel mainly 

during contact with other groups, which in the case of the 

Carriers was during the fall aggregations for salmon fishing, 

or visiting. The lack of firewood during the winter neces-

sitated a constant shifting of winter habitation s~tes, 50 a 

rigid division of territory was probably not a fact (Morice 

1893: 184). Steward (1960: 737) felt that it was the title 

to nobilit y rather than land use for subsistence purposes 

that was theoretically inherited by a man's sister's son. 

The adoption of the potlatch-rank complex of the 

coast by Carrier bands was contingent mai nl y upon the salmon 

supply, according to Steward (19 60: 737), and the lack of 

salmon fisheries has been postulated as a pr i me reason for the 

Sekanis, to the east and north of the Carriers, not maintainin g 

a " nobility-potlatch " pattern ( Ste,vard 1960: 737). Ho,vever, 

this ecolo g ical explanation is only part of the answer, as 

the adoption of such a pattern amon g · the Ath a bascans se em s 

contingent a lso upon the frequency of interaction with 

coastal groups, which increased due ta the fur trade. 
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Jenness (1937: 47) wrote that the Sekani inter-

acted with the Gitksan at the Hudson's Bay Company post at 

Bear Lake, and the Gitksan: 

••• asked the Sasuchan Sekani to join them in 
holdin g a potl at ch. At that time the Sekani 
recognized no phratries, but each man assigned 
himself for the occasion to the phratry of a 
Gitksan relative or friend. They then retained 
these affiliations for a period, but lost them 
as saon as the Hudson's Bay Company removed its 
postfrom Bear Lake to Fort Grahame. 

and further: 

The last twenty-five years have seen their (i.e., 
5ib) revival, for now many of the Finlay River 
Sekani are wanderi ng westwar d again and visiting 
both the Carrier and Gitksan around Babine lake 
and river. (Jenness 1937: 48) 

The same pattern was more than likely one of the 

main reasons for Carrier adoption of coastalfeatures in the 

first place. 

16. x. Conclusions 

The information ava ilab le on the Carrier Indians 

has indicated that within a gross unifor rn environment and 

exploitative pattern, with quantitative, rather than aual-

itative, differ e nces in fauna, diverse social features occur. 

The existence of a simil a r social organization on the western 

margins of Carrier territory has su gg ested the likelihood of 

diffu s ion as an explanation. This was borne out by a co m-

parison of features of social or ganization and records of 

intermarria ge , trade, and migrations, with the routes of 
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diffusion following the river drainage systems that dissected 

the intervening Coastal Mountains. 

The extent of diffusion was in part a factor of the 

frequency of interaction, the intensification of which was 

likely correlated with t he fur trade era. 

The existence of these mechanisms of interaction, 

coupled with the fact that the Carrier bands closest to the 

assumed sources of diffusion exhibited the most rigid 

appro x imation, suggests that divergent drift is inadequate 

as an explanation. Cornmon heritage may have been a factor 

in the spread of the matrilineal sib system in that bride 

service and initial matrilocal residence seem not uncommon 

among Athabascans (Hc Clellan 1964: 9). However, the point is 

that the selection of the particular features vas a reflection 

of historical factors not directl y ecological in nature. 

Indepe nde nt invention is ruled out by the facts o f social 

inte r course. 

Historieal accident, in the form of the establishmen t 

of tradin g posts, may b ea r further re sea rch. Pressure wa s 

exert ed upon t he Carriers to ori en tate th e ir s ubsistenc e 

cycl~ around th e winter expl oit ation of fur-bearing a ni maIs , 

previou sly diffic ult because of t l1e apparent lack of snow -

shoe s (J e nne ss 1967: 364). The sal mon resources of Stu art 

La ke and Ba bine Lake , particular l y the latter , vere utilized 

by the lI udson' s Bay Company to supply rnany of their posts in 

th e intcrior. Thi s may have resulted in increased periods of 



168. 

famine and prolongcd absences from the main villages, plus 

a nucleation around - and an increasing dependence upon -

the' trading posts. 

While the example of the Carriers may represent an 

extreme case of the importance of historical factors in 

the determination of social organization, it does raise the 

question as·to the extent of ecological factors alone in 

the formation of social organization, for aboriginal.trade 

routes must have ensured that few groups could e xi st in 

total isolation. The mai n point is that historical factors 

have an important part to play in the analysis of a societ y, 

particularl y if the concern is with origins and intergroup 

relations as mu ch as wi th synchronie adaptation. 

Due to historical fact ors, the distribution of social 

features is not uni f or m over the same e colo g ic al area (c f. 

Wissler 1926b: 115 ff), wh ich a ccords with Dixon's (192 8: 25 7) 

view regardin g the importance of geograph ic al proximit y to 

outside sources of in fluence. This geograph ical pr o x i mity 

has made possible a proliferation of social features be y ond 

thos e related to the exploitative patte rn. 
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Appendix 

Note 1 Population Figures 

Band Population and Year of Census 

Nataoten (Babine Lake) 2000 (1 8 12) ; 300 (1881). 
Necosliewoten (Stuart Lake) 1000 (1806); 346 (1902) • 
Nazkoten 68 (1911) . 
Natlioten CF'or t Fr a ser) 285 (1839); 135 (1892); 122 (1906) • 
Tanoten (Fort Geor g e) 187 (183 9 ); 274 (1845) ; 100 (1909). 
Tauten (Fraser River) 747 (1839). 
A1katcho 135 (1880); 100 (1940) • 

Carriers (inc1udin g Babines, Upper Carriers, Lower Carriers): 
2625 (1839); 1551 (1902); 1614 (1909); 1666 (1940). 

Note 2 Distri b ution of Sib Nam es 

Sib 
Bulk1e y Babine Stuart Stony Fraser F ort Ches- En-
River Lake Lake Creek Lake Fraser latta d ak o 

Laksi1yu + + + + + + + + 
Laksamshu + + + + + + + + 
Tsayu · + + + + (+) + + 
Gitamtan y u + + + + + ~ + 
Gi1sehyu + + + 
Grand Trun k + 
Tsuyaztotin + + 
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