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HSCOPE AND CONTENTS

I intend to demonstrate a thematic continuity
throughont & lavge gection of 0ld English poetry, first
by trucing the exile-seafaring motif in Genesis, LExXodus,

rees, Whale, The Sesfarer, The Wanderer, and incidentally

in Cgrigt and Sptan,. Chrikt, Guthlec aund Julianas I then
propose to discuse the lmage of the sea as retributive
agents and finally, I will consider the sea as the path
of the dead.

11



PREFACE

It is the 1n£ention of this paper to examine the
image of the sea and of the seafarer in 01d English poetrye.
As & result of the study I intend to establish the validlty
of a symbolic approsch and to shed new light on Bgowulf by
interpreting it within the context provided by a large
portion of the Anglo-Saxon poetic canon. I hope further
to demonstrate that 0ld English poetry is primarily thematic,
and that unity must be sought in concept, not in mere
narrative progression. Unless one ls prepared to look
beyond narrative meaning and to discuss the pattern of
thematlic and verbal contrasts,one cannot do Jjustice to
the structural unity of such a poem as Exodus, The Seafarer,
Ihe Wanderer, Deowulf, or Andreas,.

Because my approach is historicel, I have begun
with =2 brief historical introduction to the concept of
sea and water ln Anglo-Saxon Englandy because my approach
-15 also textusl, I have undertaken a short consideration of
sea vocabulary on the supposition that it is the dietlon,
its denotative and connotative significance derived
primarily from function, which conveys the message of the
poem, Furthermore, I readlily concede that textual analysis
could be, and perhaps should be, augmented by patristic
documentation,
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The problem of chronology ls not always relevant,
but where it is I have accepted Claes Schasr'¥s conclusions
(Critical Studles in the Cynewulf Group, Pe 117) that the
Caedmonisn Group, Beowulf, and the Cynewulfian poems were
composed in that sequence, The complicated problem of
dating poems from The Exeter Book, where such concern is
pertinent, must wait upon the dlscussion of the individual
poem,.

I wish here to exXpress my appreciation for the
patience and scholarly counsel of Prof. A. A. Lee who
has been my sole professorial contact with 01ld English
Literature and who suggested the present toplce. My thanks
also go to Prof, L. Cummings whose unselflsh interest and
constant encouragement originally fostered my interest in

graduate studles,.
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I

A BRIEF HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION TO THE CONCEPT OF THE SEA

By geographlcal necesslty the sea played & vital
role in the Anglo~Saxon's everyday mercantile and military
life, Brltain, Bede reports, "lles open to the boundless
acean"1 off her west coast, The accepted existence of these
limitless waters derives from an ordered cosmology which
envislons the heavens above, hell below, and earth occupying

the middle region, itselfl clrcumscribed by water. Poetle
2
actlon occurs normally under heofenum, under heofenes hador,

though there are frequent references to the diabollice realm

1

A History of the Englistk :
translsted end introduced by Leo Sherley-?rice ﬁainburgh:
Penguin Books, 1964), p. 37, I, 1. ALl references %o

Bede's FEcclesiastical History ave to thie editlion,.

2

Bwl.. 505, 4143 cf. Buf. 52, 576, 20153 And. 1402;
Han. 1073 end elsewhere, Title abbreviations within this
paper follow Magoun's code presented in “Abbreviated Titles
for the Poems of the Anglo-Sexon Poetic Corpus", Etudes
Anglaises, VIII (1955), 1i4ff..

All line references to Beowulf within thls essay are
to Frederick Klseher's 3rd edition (Bostont D. C. Heath,
1950); line references to Andreas are to G. P. Krapp's
edition, Ihe Vercelll Boibk, vol. II of The Anglo-Sexon
Poetic Records (New York: Columbia University Press, 1961),
hereinafter called Records 1I; line references to The
Wanderer are to The EXeter Book, G. P. Krapp end E. K. Dobble,

eds., vol., III of The Anelo-Saxon FPoetic Records, 1961,
hereinafter called Becords III.



below the earth, as evil deeds drag thelr agent into the
demonic depths, or as Satan bemoans the fetters confining
him to the windy halls of hell, At the time of creatlon
the middaggeardiwas established be 8% tweoggg? swa witer
bebuggas A basis for the Ghristian's5 belief in such
waters is clearly presented in the 01ld Testement. Genesls

1: 2, 6, 7 depicts a primeval state in which the earth is

3
Buf. 858, 1297, 1685, 19563 Gle. 266, 13593
Bxo, 443, 563.
This and subsequent references to Guthlac are
taken from Becords IIIls line references to lLixodus are to
The Junius Manuseript, G. P. Krapp, ed., vol, 1 of The
Anglo=-Spxon Poetic Records (New York: Columbia University
Press, 106L4), hereinafter ocalled Begords I.
In his article "Concernlng the Relation Between
Exodus and Beowulf", lModern Langusge Notes, AXXIII (1918),
221n,, Klaeber discusses Han's suggestion that be s
tweonum meant "hetween the North Ses and the Baltich,
eber concludes that "the phrase seeme rather too
speclialized for the 0ld natlve, spontaneous formation. The
ldiomatic way of expressing the broad, general idea involved
seems to be indicated by passages like Beowulf 91f, ., « . "

4.
Buf. 933 cf. Bwf. 1223, And. 333, Pnt. 6.

D eanend

See also the same idea elsborated in Mxm, II, 45ff. in
The Anglo=Saxon lMinor Poems, E. K. Dobble, ed., vol VI
of The Anglo-Saxon Poetic Recordsg, 1958, hereinafter
called Becords VI,

A bellef in such waters 1ls also present in
pagan Scandinavien records. Stanzas 56ff. in “"The
Prophecy of the Seeress", the first book of The Poetlc
Edda, suggests such clrcumsgeriblng weters., Berhsrd Huppéa
Doctrine and Poetry (New Yorks New York State University,
1959), pa 120 suggests that "Caedmon's cholce of the
epithet 'middle-earth' to signify the earth on which man
dwells may reflect the pagan cosmogony of Germanlc myth. There-




submerged in darkened waters, and even provides for an
~aguatlie flrmament. Thils gre-ereation subterranean state
iz echoed in Genesis (A):

'garsecg beahte
sweart synnihte, " 8ide and wide,
wonne wWggas,. (117£f.)

and the idea is furthered by Dede who gives the following
hexaemeric commentary:

Earth and water are eXpressly mentioned in Genesis
1¢ 2, and the other elements must be considered

to be present,. fire in the iron and stone in

the earth, and alr in the earth itself, as
exhalations show. “There was not a complete

chaos, but the earth was much like that portion
which 18 now covered by the seaj; the waters,
completely covering the earth, §eached as high as
the waters above the firmament,

in the earth was pilctured as set between the home of the
gods above and the home of thelr enemles, the glants, below,¥®

Cf,. Gen, 156f,; Phx, 41ff. All references to
Genesis are to Hecords I and to Phoenlx to Becords IIl,.

7 .

As quoted Ly Frank Egleston Bobbins, The
Hexaemeral Literature (Chlcago: Unlversity of Chicago
Press, 1912], PPe. 79f -

Bobbins presents the views of various Church
Fathers concerning the watery chaos and the aquatic
firmament: pp. 31, 383 48Lf. (Basil), 55 (Gregory of
Nyssa), 69 (Auguatinsg, 76 (Erigena), 79ff. (bede).

Robbing also notes the belief that the world was
flat, surrounded by water and that the "rim of the outside
is the land beyond the ocean where earth and heaven neet and
where Paradise 1s located.” (pp. 60f,) The latter notlon is
echoed 1n Phoenlix, and also present in the tale of the pagan
mariners sailing south-east in guest of the Christian
Paradise, a story related by H. R. Ellis, The Road to Hel
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1943), pp. 100f. In
Genesls (B) (667) Eve looks south and east to see heaven and
hear heavenly choirs.



It i= not surprising that people living on an
earth surrounded by mysterious, limitless seas should
regard these waters with almost superstitious respect..
Experience had demonstrated that the same tlde which could
specd a Beowulf to redeen a ravaged people, might also
convey & host of Hesthobards to decimate thenm. Fd%heru
more, many & rider to the sea was making his flnal
journey, a victim of fate, Nor is it surprising that the
same awWesgome regpect should populate these depths with
aquatic demonsy dewmons alive in thelr own right, but also
pessessing a Christian significance for s Christian people.
Migs Whitelock concludes that "the average man would
believe in the monsters, in the creatures of evil lurking
in the waste lands round him," The Anglo=Sexon Chronicle
supports such a view by recording thet "flery dragons were
seen flying through the air" in the year A.D. 793, and
further evidence ls offered by many English plaee«names.lo

This awe for the sea did not stop with water trolls

8
Clarendon Press, 1964), pp. 71f.

Dorothy Whitelock, The Audlence of Beowulf (Oxford:

P, 534 of G. N« Garmonsway's translation (lew
York: E. P, Dutton and Co., 1962). Cf. R, W. Chambers,.
Beowulf, An Introduction (3rd ed., London: Cambridge
University Fress, 1963)s De 11, Ne 3

1o
Cf's Chambers, pp. 307f. and Whitelock;pp. 72ff.
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and dragong, but the English Christian apparently believéd
impliciltly that the work of God could be seen in the
stirring of the seas and in any extraordinary phenomenon
in nature., Bede, whose Preface to his Ecclesiastical
History stresses his desire to be factual, snd who must
be considered representative of the devout, educated
Christian of his day, submits the bellef that

God stirs the alr and ralses the winds; He nakes

the lightnings flash and thunders out of heaven,

to move the inhabltants of the earth to fear Him,

and to remind them of judgement to come. (De 2006,

v, 3)
The Chronicles testify that in A.De 678 Coldingham was
consumed by heavenly fires, that in 685 the heavens
rained blood, thet the plegue of 1086 was sent "because of
a nation's sins', and that as late as A.D. 1129 & great
earthquake occurred at a time when heresies were rampant,

Bede supplies many relevant exauples whereby a

man in the Loxd's favour is able to alter the natural
law. A disciple of Christ might calm an angry seas
Bishops Germanus, Lupus, and Aldan do (pp. 58f.,, I, 163
ppe 162£f., ilI, 15), and so does Lthelwald the hermit
(p. 265, V, I). St. Alban is able to divide a turbulent
river, and Moses-like to pags through dry=-shod (p. 46,
I, 7); then, to demonstrate the power of the true God,

Alban makes water well from a hilltop, a feat later egualled

by Cuthbert (p. 256, IV, 28), Hewald the White and Hewald



the Black (p, 281, V, 10)., In true biblical tradition,
hostile armies are swept to their death in the jaws of

& roaring river (p. 62, I, 20). Uhen mixed with the dust
from a holy man's grave or a plece of the true cross, water
acquires divine healing powers (e.g. pPe 270, Vs 43 pe 207,
iV, 33 p. 140, III, 23 p. 298, V, 18).11 A biblical echo
reverberates through many of these incldents, and they

were possibly all the more believable for that; at any
rate, the reader should not be surprised to see their
reappearance elsewhere in Anglo=Sazon literature,

Two significant conclusions can be drawn from the
gwoves miracles either tend to duplicate incidents from
the Pentateuch, thelr agents imitating an 0ld Testament
figure (usually Moses) who is himself a figure of Christ,
or the agent is an glter~Christo performing lew Testament
miracles attributed to Christ. It is logleal, then, that
in Andreas the protagonist, who is explicitly following
in the footsteps of Christ, should duplicate the miracles
performed by Christ and mentioned wlthin the poem; ox
that his actlons should recall those of FHoses who wag himself
a prefiguration of Christ. Ideal characters seem to be
modeled on the 1life of Christ, and thelr deeds seem to

recall His deeds. Conversely, evil characters asnd even

11
For further comuent on the medicinal use of water
and holy water see G. Storms, “An Anglo-Saxon Prescription
for the Lacnunga", English Studies, XXVIII (1947), 34f,



their surroundings tend to become associated with the
demonlc and by assoclation to acquire a specific

descriptive vocabulary.
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AN APPROACH TO PUBASES FOHR Y3EA?

While establishing general conclusions about
01d English phrases for the sea I intend to introduce
my approach to the connotative power of the Anglo-Saxon
word and the recurrent imasge of the sea., The outlook I
propose rejects Magoun's conviction that ¥It is hard to
believe that they Eﬁhe scopga had much concern with
posslble connotative effects produced by passing mention
of salils, swans or whales." ! The impliocations of such a
thesis as Hagoun's severely limit one's critical approach
to Anglo-Saxon poetry, and the welcome articles «f Adrien

2
Bonjour and Caroline Brady provide the beginnings of a

1
#The Oral-Formulale Character of Anglo-Saxon
Poetry", Speculum, XXVIII (1953), 446-L467, reprinted in
An Anthology of Beowulf Criticism, Lewls E. Nicholson, ed..
(Notre Dame, indlanas lLobve Dame University Press, 1963),
Pe 199,

2
"The Sea Images 1in Beowulf', Journal of inglish and
Germanic Philology, LIV (19587, 111113,

"The Synonyms for 'Sea' in Leowulf%, Studies in
Honor of Albert Morey Sturtevant (Lawrence, Kensas:
University of Kensas Publications, 1952), pp. 22-463 and
"The 0ld English Nominal Compounds in =~-i3AD", Publications of
the Modern Lanpusge Assoclation, LXVII (1952),, 538-571.
For a discussion which follows the media via on the problem
of the influence of alliteration on the scop's selection

8



rebuttal by specifically demonstrating that the inclusion

of sails, swans or whales need hardly be a "passing mention",
Fostered, perhaps, by the familiar mercantile,

military and rellgious pilgrimage is the large group

of words which suggest a close connection between land

and sea, and visualize a pathway acfoss the aquatic

regions., Compounds of -gtrmt (lagustrst, fardﬁétrgﬁ,
merestrat, herestrgt), -2&3‘ (mearep 28, geolps®),

(bﬁ?we', feorweg, flodwes, hwilweg), often -lad (s¥lad,
brimled, laguled, y®lad) and ~faru (wesfaru, yofaru,
brimfaru) are chief among this group; though each retains
i*ts ouwn connotative significance designated by the czmpound

elements, therme words appear most often during safe,

fast voyages. =3tream compounds (eagorstrean, eagtream,

brimstream, egstresnm, logustream, merestream, sastream),

etymologically meaning 'Yto flow', imply movement over the

expange} -rad compounds (brimrad, hronrad, seplrad, swanrad)

of words see Anne Treneer, lfhe Ses 1n fnglish Literature
From Beowulf to Donne (Londoni\ﬂbdder and Stroughton, 1929),
PD. 35ff. Gee also Helen Thérese Keikillan Buckhurst, "lerms
and Phrases for the Sea in 0ld English Poetry", in Studles
in BEnglish Philology in donor of Frederick ulgﬁber, Kemp
Malone and ierilin B, Buud, eds. Finneapolis'bniversity of
Xinnesota Presg, 1929), pp. 103-199, Her very orderly
discusslon considers simple terms for the sea, compounds, the
effect on mesning produced by certain adjectives, and the
difference between 01ld English and 0ld KNorse phrases for the
se8.,.

I

L
Hwilwea 1s possibly an exceptlon; see pp. 48f.



10

are a simllar group whose derivation from ridan adds

an equestrian element suggestive of motion, land-sen
relations and the notlon of movement maske all the more
plausible and meaningful such terms for ship as gguearh,

sahenpest, brimhengest, wighengest, feaEQShengest whoge

compound elements imply gulck passage over the seals back,.
The cloge association between land and sea is also
clear in the word holm and iis compeundsi etvuologically
2 111l or rising sround! (Bosworth-Toller), the word seems
to convey the idea «f rvolling waters. In the phrase
wegas ofer widland (And. 198) there 1s a specific identi-
fication of sea and earth paths;s herestrat, Exodus 284
and Andreas 200, refers to sea paths but Andress 831 can
only refer to streets on dry land.
The profusion and freguency of the conpounds Just

discussed, the movement and destinatlion they imply only

In her searching and intelligent article on the
-rad compound diss Prady cxamlnes the meaning of each in
eontext and notes in general a shift from the idesn of
riding or journey in se to the object (s ride or place for
riding) and to the vehicle on whioch one rides,

6

See glene 225-255, and my discussion of Whale p. 48
? -

See Brady's "Synonyms for 'Sea' in Beowulf", p. 33,
8

For a discusslon of differences of scholarly
opinion over the phrase, seec Claes Schaar, Critical Studies
in the Cynewulf Group (Copenhagen: Esnar iunksgaard, 19497,
Pe 50,
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adunbrate the pilgrimage motif which will be given extensive
conslderation later, It 18 no large mental step from the
journey on land, foldweg, to the symbolic pllgrimage on

sea, Tlodwegs at the end of the earthly Jjourney there 1is

the final pilgrimage, upwegs (And. 830, Glc. 1306), Hence,
both Andrew and Guthlac, a8 disciples of Christ, direct men

on lifes weg, on the paths one must follow in this 1life

to reach his lifes birytta.

The use of the word weallan, ss we shall sce,
denonstrates the giving of attributes of the sea to
humans thereby providing what was undoubtedly a vitally clear
image of =2n intense emotional state, Conversely, again
gtressling the close association between man and sea, is

the glving of human attributes to the sea: ofer brimes bosme,

ofer wateres hrycg, brimwylm onfeng, on flodesg fthte, or

in more extended images as
ece'stéSulas,
nacud dboda, neosan coine,
fah fedegest, se de feondum geneop,
(ixo. W7LTT,)
From this same tendency, I tnlink, comes the word garsecg.
William J. dedbond discusses the interpretative history of

thig word in some detail, Yet, the question to be answered

“ilote on the Word 'Gar-Secg'", rodern lanpguage
Review, XsVII (1932), 20h-206, He records Sweet's
interpretation *raging creature' derived from gas-ric;
goxrs-ecy meanning 'spear-edge' and referring to the wavess
Neptune and the ses god with his trident. iledbond then
sugcests 'sea mare' as the meaunling of garsecg, positing the
Celtic gaseg as the Anglo~Saxon word's source.
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surely relatag to the compound elements of garsecg, and
not to some possible Scandinavian reccnstructigg (an
uncertain procedure at the best). Kemp lalone argues
the meaning of gar as 'storm' and offers Cenesig 516 as
proof, The reasoning seecns sound, and Caroline Lrady
accepts it with reservations;11 yet, it does rest on the
probable meaning of one ume of & word in context, Taken

in the nhrase ggrsceges bosane (And, 530) the word makes

good sense by assignisng to 1lts compound elements their

most common meanings. It ig verhaps no aceident that in

the poems in which garsecg appears most frequently

(Zxo. 201, 345, 431, 4905 ind. 238, 371, 392, 530) the

word herestrdt is used to refer to the ges paths (Exo. 284,
And. 200)., As in the term heagulidend (And. 4263 _uf. 1789,
2955) it is because the sea is the reglon over :nlich the
warrior travels, on which he fights, and often over which his

lifeless corpse is carried that the teiunn lg sppropriates

hence the appropriateness of garsecies bepang, There is

ancther very striking identificetion of the warrior and the
word garsecg in Lxodus. Note the parallel structure, the
intimate rel:llonsghip established bLetween each hemistich

in the following two comparisons:

10
"01d lLnglish Gear 'Storm'!) inglish Studies, XAVILL
(1947), L2-45,

11
"Synonyms for 'Sea' in beowulf®, 41,
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(bufas wundon
ofer garfare) gulcyste onbrang
deawlg sceaftum..

Dagwoma becwonm

ofer garsecge, godes beacna sum,
morgen maretorhts (Exo. 342ff.)

If the minute Jjuxtaposing does not draw one's attention

to ofer garfare and ofer garsecge the words themselves will,
and obviocusly did to the scop. The ﬁatterned vislon which
imagined the similerity between the waving of the glittering
banners over & troop of warriors and the rush of sunlight
over the ses, the press of soldiers and the rising of the
sun, the dewy sparkle of spears and the rayed splendour

of the sunrise surely selected garsecge &8s a Judliclous
suditory and conceptual echo of garfare.

This tendency to personify the sea becomes significant
in seversl poems whereln the sea, and often nature,. act as
the Lord's agent in destroying the wicked or rewarding
the virtuousy at other times 1t helghtens tenslon by
suggesting overwhelming odds and dlabollic agency.

The word wielm ~-- variously written walm, wilm,
¥ealm, welm, Wylm ~- 1s second in dramatic intensity only
to xﬁgewigge* Because wielm convenlently demonstrates the
connotative power of Anglo-Saxon words and simﬁltaneously
furthers our knowledge of the ilmage of the sea, I have
given 1t extensive lnvestigation. Holthausen's Altenglisches
Etymologisches Worterbuch,. along with lesser reference books

such as Clark Hall%s Concise Anglo-Ssxon Dietlonsary, lists
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the word as a derlvative of weallan, & verb signifying
surging, swelling sction, perhaps sea surglngs thouch not

necesasrily. In The Junius Manuecript, The Vercelli Look,

Leowulf, and The Exeter fook (excluding the diddles) to

which I have linited their exawminsetlon the words further

1’4

sugzest violent, often destructive, ominous zction, with

demonic assoclations, the latter especlally when applying
to Lire,
Crie would expect to ind guch & dynamlc word as

wieln in the Cenegls description of Inah's Flecod., 1In fact,

the word does not aopesr. In the 49 verkal situations

3

where tho ser 1s mertloned in the Hoah epleode, ugter is
12
need nine Lires —= often two or three times in cloge
proximnity -- and flod esppears in tre glmplex severn times,
vost of the words usged to descrile the ses in U omsgelves
by no mesns denote violent action, snd very few compounds
are employeds verbs and adjectives {toc often sueart or
deop) are callcd upon to do yeoman®: serviéﬁ in & manner
merkedly different from peowull or Andreas where verb,
adjective and the connotative power of nouns and compounds
comt ine for w.oimum dranatlice effect. ‘the auvthor does,

hovwever, devote more care to hig deseription of the ark in

12
Verses 1300, 1325, 1331, 1377, 1395, 1409, 1445,
1451, 1460,

13
Verses 1296, 1298, 1323, 1386, 1405, 1419, 1457,
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a manner which sugpests greater concern for lioah's welfare

and the rewarding of virtue than for the nunishing of
14
e'(?j.l‘

A4 Toxrm of wielan appears three times referiing to

fire and a fourth, lypewshln {980), describing the surges of

evlil within the scheming nind of Cain. The punitive
Tires of hell, heggowelm (Gen. & 324), are echoed in the

weallence fyr (2544}, wylue (1925), wylmhatne lis (2586)

Which swallowed Hodom and Gomorrabh. Other forms of
weallan deseribe mental angulsh eyperienced by Latan

(Gene » 353)s and the devil's counsel Tor usve (Gen. o 590).

14
the following two lists of words Tor 'sea' and

Yark® =g they epnear in the Delure enisode revesl the scop's
relative concern for lmaglnative texrins to degcribe the ark,.
The overuse of eare is an obvious eXceptlion, but in many ways
the lnventlive varlety of ship voeabulary rivals that of
100101? 1862-19173.

ords for %sea’: flod, 1990, flod, 1298; ugter, 13003
@;stream, 13013 flod, 1323; water, 1353 sigtream, 13263
¥Xxter, 13313 meret Lod, 1341‘ wsllregr, 13503 uScbreat, 13523
Tacu, 1355; wil“eburnan, 13735 egorstrean, 13745 g8, 13753
Wﬂtex, 13773 wdg, 13973 mere, 1381; 2&; 13853 flod, 13863
sund, 13843 water, 13953 dreneeflod, 13983 xlod, d, 1053
stream, 14063 wster, 14093 wiliflod, 14123 Joro, 141733

flod, 14193 Xg, 1430 holm, 14313 s&flod, 133?, 1ad, 1&44.
almost Ilnvariebly the Tew compounds ceuntain [lod or gtrean,
Cf the 88 references to 'sea' in all of Genesic 4 34 are
accounted Tor Ly eliaer wlter or flod, 33 Ly other words in
tie simplex, and only twenty by compounds, seven of them
contalning flod.

Words for *ark': merehus, 13033 scip, 1306; wudufasten, 13123
mereciest, 1317; geofonhus, 13213 1lid, 173323 earce bord, 1333;
sondreced, 13353 v gybov » 13403 hof, 13&5, carce bord, 13543
earce bord, 13573 ggyﬂa, 13585 hrof, 1360; merehus, 13643
earc, 13663 bord, 1369; earc, 3359, scip, 13913 hoi, 13933
carce bord, 10033 lides bosme, 14103 femig scip, 14173
nd¥:ledbord, 14183 f&r, 14193 holm&rne, 14223 earc, 14233
ni&:zledbord, 14333 seip, 14363 nus, 14423 wisbele, 14463

earo, 1LZ03 care, 14613 cofan, 1L643 114, 1@79; bord, l@Sl;

Pelifugten, 14852; earc, 14883 hof, 14893 wigbele, 1496,
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ixodug? raging waters of the Bed Gea demand

powerfully descriptive substantivess yet wieln never

apsears, ‘the 1s a markedly preaier varlety in terng

re
15
for the sea, bult degeriptive actlion and tension are

cstablished by verbs and adjectives (often short snd

16
pilthy), wy the very heavy alliterntion echeraocterlstic
17
of tihe poen, and placing verbs in stress positions

(see vv, B55-495), The only form of wieln araln describes

a2 mental gtate, the heégmwylmas {(148) of the faithless

iLpyptiar hearta,

The word appears three times in Lhriast and zotan

D -

1thin twelve lines. Twilce the reference 1o to helli-fire,

bryrewclne {(27) ond on welme (39),; snd onece aprarently

to troubled wetlters coummonly assoclated with the upner

regions of hell, thouch possibly also to the flames ~f hells

15
vote the variety of words in the first 52 lines
dealing wilth the incident at the red sea (none oi these
words appears in fxodus before this episode):s DOGLBEC, 2513
y 2823 wter, 2833 wla, 2833 herestrat, 2843 holu, 28&'
y 2683 >ﬁ5&e 2903 brim, 2903 sdcir, 2913 siream, 2963
ggfaru, 25053 aerg, 300 vgrﬁtream, 3115 sund, 3193 “ealtne
mersc, 33J. lorecver, of the 57 occurrences of words
referring to the sea, WRter is used only three times (283,
hesi, 572) and flod threec times (362, 463, 482),

16
sexe atol f?a geweale (456), streames stodon (460),
flod blod :ewod (463), See vv. B55-495,

17

#lod famgode, Iese crungon,

Tagu Tand gefeol, lyft was onhrered,

wlicon yeallfasten, wwxgas burston,
1v1ton neretuiras, b2 se mihtiga sloh
mid haligu hand, heofonrices weard,

on werbeamas, (482rf.3s italics added)
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in 5Bne deopan wilm
nﬁiﬁr under NXESRE o« o - o (30.)

The word form is qulite common in demonlic sltuations: Flor
L (317) .

The fyres wylm (214, 240, 463) of Danlel has no
directly satanic application, though the fire was initiated

by and actually turned on snemieg of God (250-267). Like
watery welllngs elsewhere, the flery wlelm is baslcally
either purgative or punitive and poses no threat to the
sﬁsfﬂst.

Forms of wielm and wesllsn ere qulte frequent in
the post-Beowulf Andrvess., Ofer flodes wylm (367) varies
ofer xﬁd,gapr;gg to magnify the image of a sea which threatens
edrefed, onhrereds,
uflgifre, hwglmere, hronfise (hornfisec), anéiggrgeegr all

i e Later, the

death, a supposition reinforced by g

of which Antroduce the mounting wa

rushing, plunging action expressed by the respective
elements of gtreamwelm (495), intensified by hwiled and
beateb, augments the pralse being heaped upon the Captaln,
Christ, a sighificant fact in light of the symbolic nature

18
HroggiQe.is Schaar's emendatlion, pp. 53f, His
argunent is convineing, but elther word is appropriate here
desplte the amblgulty of hornfisc.

Why garsecg forbodes death is impliclt in the previous
discussion, ppr. 12f, That there ls a hint of spiritusl death
is substantiated by the suggestion that Andrew's digciples
desert their lord (Lord); the words hwsflmere and hronfisc
(if the emendation from hornfisc be accepted) alse guggest
spiritual trial (see my diseuss%mn of Whale, pp. 47ff ?
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19
of the epirode.. As the seas grow ealm,.xﬁég ctilde (451)

1s dramatically contrasted with uxteres walmum where wilmum
summarizes the above-stressed witeregese (435, 445);
Andrew's followers recount thelr being glven angelic
protection ofer gﬂa wylm (863) where wylm suggests the
terrible actual and symbolic capaclty of the raging watersg
finally, flodwylm (516) introduces the summary ephorism
stressing the terrors of the sea and the providence of Gode
Throngh the trial at sea Andrew not only reaffirms the faith
in his God which had previously faltered, but he even preaches
1ts his disciples, who had momentarily loet confidence in their
lord (Lord) in the face of the storm at sea, are strengthened
and taken into the Father's proteetion.

The fire-water union established during the climactic
deluge oonsolldates much of what has already been sald, Flod

g§um,wea11ﬂ(1546) varies flugon fyrgnastes and recalls the

hatan heagéwélme (1542) which confines the deofles beghnas
to their Gomorrah, thereby stressing the punltive-purgative

nature of the flood, a flood contrasted immedistely with
the purely purgative waters of baptisnm.
Here and elsewhere wielm and weallen frequently

combine filery and demonlec suggestions. BReferring to the

i9
This signification is discussed on pp. 41ff, The
implication is that no metter how severe the splritual trisls
of 1ife are, the seafarer can always turn confldently to
his Lord.
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mess missehye, morgre bewunden (7723 cf. 19) the scop notes:

rien wridode

seond Leorna breost, branihata mig
weoll on gewitte, weorn blRAwm sy,

attor Wlfgle. {(7671€,)
Alncat every second word hag setanic overtones, and weoll
AT
f1ts well into such a context. Similarly, the Christ scop

descritzs the {lames on the day of Juldeoaents
i

w¥lmum blurecene « o« « o (8300,

SGometimes, however, forms of yecallan apply to mental
states =nd are usged se intenslves, as we hoeve seen, After
Andrew 1o sdmonlished to live by Chrigt®s eramnle and is
worned that hils 1life¥s blood will flow like stresming
waters os Onristls hasg, the Auschwltitz exXyperience bLesins

for him: ilod y%ﬁm weoll (1240), Swat ys&g weoll (1275),

- 1 I
Llat ut faren,/ weoll waguman strean (1279f.). ‘The word
weoll vnerfectly condenses the concept of mental and physical
anguish inflicted by evil helings: the ccholins water Ilnage

drew®s conqguest over the sarlier

recalls

spiritual Y rials of 1life, and anticinstes
trivaphant Journey over the waves,

The Latitle preparations in Llene are glven ominous

Importance by the appropriate phrase: ymb bas wkteres Wy lm

I

(39)3 only = miracle averts disester. ‘ihe descriptions of

hell~fire are becouning characteristics bgr hie 1ln wylme ra /

dreogab deodcwale in dracen ﬁg§ma (76Lf.)s in hetne wylm

(1297)s in b8s wylmes crund (1299), hea@uwylme in_hellegrund
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(1305); in wylme (1310)3 abd indirecetly heagowelmne (5681).

Ioner Teelinegs are intensified, thoush no denonic assoclation

is imnlied, in heafodwylm {(1132), cearweimum (1257},

The use of uXKime (1006) and fyres wkln (965} in

Christ sums up the punitlive fires whicn wil! enbrece the
evlil on the day of Judgenent, Typiecally, the reference is

to hell-five in fyres wylm (191, 2374) =nd brynewyla (672) of

Guthlec. sorpuwylmum (1073) is appropristely descriptive

of the weepling ocpasiorad by the hellwflznes; again there is

the wertel gaywyla (1150, 1262); hreber inngn weoll (979),

eacor AWl weol « o o On hreber wep (1340F.).

The noor condition of ihe nonuvoceript mskes 1t
imnosoibls to ascertolr the Implicotions of wylne

deseriptive of the hobt stresms in suln (3¢), but itte

L__.
jory
o
=
o
o
H
%
s

3
o
[
o
2

2]
0
)
o
Ho
5
—tp
o
o
~
—
151

-3
i
=

-t
vy
m
ok

s
et

{336) in Julinne, =nd the Zdra wylm (H78) is reminiscent
¢f the tor-ants Andrew wos Torced vo underso at evil hands,

Juliasna's trial is heightered Ly ths xg& hote weol (581)

in b3s leades wylm (583). iowever, 28 in paniel, the

punitive-nurrative fires asre ot meanc for one in Godts

fevours they turn on and consume the enemles of Truth.

20
For the implications of harne ston see ppe 79ff,




21

80 too the evil Fleusius nmust submit to his fabte snd is

swallowed purh w¥zes wylm (680) into the welling flames

of hell, 2 hell described in whele os grundlessne wylm {(#6),

eduylme (73).

The three-fold application of mleiln =and yesllen to
fire, wolter asnd mental states ls apparent in the foregoling
atudye. (lery wellings are nost frequently lonfernal, and
are slways asgcoclated in some way with the torments of

21

evil belncss b

W
ot

g not entirely true of wotery surclngs,

thoush thelr purgative nature ls more obwious then the

similar capaclty Llene 1308ff, assigne to the fyres wylm.

wenllan often describes a mental state, freguently one
incited by an evil sgents furthermore, Ly 1ite zssoclation

with wieln, weallsn sugrents mentel as well ag phyoical

anrulahs.

seallan has mumerous such sppliecations in ieowulfs

hréger inne weoll (2113), breost innen weoll (23231), (cf.

2065, 2599, 24063f.)3 the sane idea is often vepested in

21
The brondeg wylm (283) in Phoenix ie sn obvious

exceptlon and the only one 1 have discovered, iere the flires
are purifyine snd life-pliving, a Tfact sccounted for by the
Christian gyabvolligam which is curiously inlsld on & pagen
myth evident in the delfication of the sun a2nd the concept
of the funeral pyre. The flames slego claim beowulf's body
in & glnilay rite which waeg designed to clesrnse and to free
the soul so that new life mizsht begin (see n. 93).

serum flodwylmum (Phx. 64) 1ig also a neculiar
use of ywielm, describling as 1t does a gusihing life-glving

naradlisal strean,
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2 compound of the substantive wlelu: breostvylam (1877),

{2v2, 2066), gorhuylam {90k, 1993), heorten vwylmag

ER

{(z507)s The word sppears with wore freoqrency here than

in any other extant noems moreover, it retoing gone

gsenge ag the esrlier Caedmoninh poems and the later indreas
d others sesgipn to it, though 1t ilg never merely the

interaive of “lene or Cuthlac,

with one eweconlion -- ve 3973 where the context
merely svoreote #1n equatlon with 23 ~-= Wieln oveenrs where

one wisht exvect 25 o result of the foreroins discunsione

The Infernal conmotations of the fiery wleln susment the

3
YA
disbolic imors of an already satenle cresture, tue dragon,

who sunrds o Tarrow which lg aporonriztely hlsgss undexr

hruson holva’m( neh (2011), svews haote hea@owyinos (2819),

so thet £ « « » weoll {2581f, Yy brynewybaum (2326},

Cyruyiawy (2071), burnsn (2548) 5 and Lecouse of the

drecon’s desperate attack, polison wells throush eowulfts
life-strenzas {2714},

Cheracteristically, wagteres wylm enitonlizes

LBeowulf's racounting of Crendel's mere (217353 cf., 2138)3

when peowull entered thet mere where flod biode uweol (1422),

wgteres wylm (1693), it is sald of the deson-infested waters

~
Z

c\”ﬂ

For comment om the demonle nature of the dragon

and sone & &

he headowylms bad (82) which iorebooes the destruc —
ot 1g siven ouminous slznificance Ly the word

g
tion of Heo

Heor
wylm, esveclally as b is verlied by the Tollowlng lefan liges.

ifference of opinion among scnolars see p, 82 me 37.



thet brivwrln onfens (1494), Likewise, the drnucer of the

in the .reca evnigode and o supeectlion g o the nature

e
9]
0

L]

in the espriatic yewetitlon

P

of it inhoblitents are implied

yhuws weol wintrys |Wﬂf?ﬁwﬂ (515f,), itwlce echocd in wado

581 ),

wesllende (546,
the bLlendins of Blood and water sentloned esrlier

{zece flod bleod ool

the sound ~ond theune of the phrass

whileh dempceribes Grendelts mere, In o oinilere omonoes bl

phruses neorodreors weol (B849) durins Crendel's deatl throes

- - . “ iy = - - o 2
sing deep, ond gvat yows weoll (2693) during

in the sco

peowull®s soony (later ecnoed in Andress) are themileally

climnaved in ﬁam%%s vy ln (2269) of tio lone survivortsg

lement,

noetlc ternn for the ses are rich not

Just in nuater, bult also in connolative
By descriving the droconts deadly fires with words commonly
anplied to verbal plctures »f hell, the vocel sulomatically
establishen »n agsoclation with Jaten and hell {(trough he

s 0or the

doeg not, 01 coursey ldentify the diagon with
barrow with hell). Lecause of its consisten
word llke ggégsele must desisnete as hell or helliish any
2l to which it yefers, the hypothebticel intentions of a
gcop and the oral-fqrmulaic theory notwithaotlanding. ihe

scong were profezslonal wesvers of words who did not mske

tion of gollg, sweang or rosds', wut who for the
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Tully whepr 1t 1¢ exandined in
23
econitext for its tot-l efiectiveness,

2"1

Jor comment on owwnrao and ranotes b&g See T 86
He fe Himsseculs nethod of Lhuﬂ}nimﬁ woprds out of co:text and
conaiderin: orly thelr comnound elements nevrely he: one'sg
apprecis tion of Uld onclish tevms fo

®The sea in snclo=texon snd viddle

Universiiy studies, Ails (19206), 371-3:%
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cecouse of thelr lmsense influence on the every-day

nirovided o vivid vehilcele

Cloelaron,

t.o2 Y

for rolicioun Insgtruction., Uuceh ingtroetion is often

implicit in tne recurrent iden of »iles
1

aof exile, Of the larce nunber of articles

writter lotely to investisate tie conecent of axile,
Se La urecenfield¥s Yilhe Vopnulale Lrpression of tne heme

of *uzila? in snelo=Laxor roetry®  le thre wosl ihouvrhte

provokin:

ors l=Fformulsic

sveroests thot

the ost notatle advantese Eof o nlghly
pmetrj] is that the very treditlons

lond extro-esotlonsl wmeenlne to lndividual w
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e de Flumery, YWihe Lleslac sood Lo CLd oo listh
koetry?, unclish ctudies, XalV (1942), 4l conclucdes that
< datisn vge of the clesiac concept {» concept often
eloted to exile in vild ~nplish noeltry) mccounts [or the
gsurvivel of cle v in Cld s lieh writivgs ond i noglt
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- /
thelr reward, whnen an sngry Orinten dismisses them from
Feredise, He declarnss

”pu ccealt oderns egel secesn,

wym]pgsygn wic, and on WrRe hweorten -
necod niedwgdls, neorKnawe '
Gl P@vlhl L((J&lt"(i’ e o o o

~

Thelr new home will be s lessg Joyful one, Lut rnot Lhe

witehus of satan and hls thenesy they will J?srﬁﬁ age.l
BB RATEEL =N :

secean, Lut will not be plceg leeg ;/“} Like oni

nls followers,

A8 1t has Tor wucifer {(aLl.

anid leaves ada

may ressin the lost sfter & nperiod wendering

over the paihg of vnls worlds for those waw vollow lucifer

there is only eternszl exile,

nee spaecch {Vve ©

afs venent
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a storm=-tossed ses, and his contact with the waltery expanse

had ceen llatited to the four rivers winl

3

Poarasdlcoe. el toe porases gR wacan (830), on Tlod fzron (832),

and 1o baw crunde gsense {(034) all =

P 4 4 o Ao o P B
Aot lly 28 Lhe sulsegue

v

of hig lord clesrly deuwcnsirates

LKis me o worvlde niod
y E - Ty ey f o

nires pesnocipes,
do Torworhte,

Bslellsrly,

dresd of wind

Fal
'

leter echoed 1n jhe seclover, ihe

rtmtr

alluded to 1n fiwenix, is hardly conslstent with 2lg limited
experiercesy clenental

of 1ife : crerslly,

Pl

gesr alenifies nilg lesving of Yoredles ond Do e 3§

his life o8 = tegnorsry erile on thls esnrii,

torate frult inepe (9887F,) which deperibes

Cain's es r thot he 1e

hisg o

dle exlle eschoes

favour of

seenlt
o}

OF course,
oexereticsl
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fls exile, like Ssbten'g, 1g 2 wineleas wrecce {(1015)

woloh there 1 no
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Iaga§£3; (1486):

GelRdde ba wigend werodsa drihten
worde ofer widland. (1411¢,.)

For this reason,,

benden lago hwfde
prymme gebsahtne priddan eSyl. (1491f.)

The priddan edyl has, of course, been subject te much
speculation. Utley's suggesticn? logleally dlvides the
three lands into that before the Flood, the many months
in the ark, and the new land after the Deluge. All that
remains is to determine the nature of this postdiluvian
lend. Clearly, they are restored to the earth whioch they
left:

"?g is agéistgl aeft gerymed;.

lisse on lande,. lagosida rest

foger on foldan « + » " (14850F,)
Yet the Lord's pledge to them and His admonition to
establish a new-found land (1512ff.) echo the words to
Adem and Eve as they left Paradise (952ff.). Obviously

there cannot be a complete literal equation of heaven and

Krapp, Becords I, D« 178 notes Kock's suggestion
"that the poet had in mind heaven (alr), earth, and ocean
(water), not heaven, earth, and hell, as Holthausen,.
notes, (pié} states,"

8
Francis Lee Utley, “The Flood in the Junius

Manuseript and in Baltlc Literature", $tudles in 0ld Englisgh
Literatur Honor of Arthur G. Brodeur, S. B. Greenfield,
ed. (University of Oregon, 19533r 215,
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the new land., Whereas one cannot, like Huppéd, look for
symbolism li evVery detail,;Huppé's assertion that their
eagerness to leave the ark and to arrive at their final
destiny (1431ff.) signifies the anxiety of Noah and his
family for the heavenly homeg is certainly consistent with
the theme of ¢xile and search traced thus far in Genesis.
The wanderings of Abraham continue this theme and the
sacrifice of Isaac with whlich Genesig concludes symbolises
the promise of a Redeemer who will free man from the Limbe
of this earth and termlnate the sgony of exile. The
suppoaltion poslted by Kuppé is reinforded py the constant
reference to Noah and his famlly as seafarers (1395, 1407,
1432, 1472, 1478). Although here the term does logileally
complement the narrative, ‘seafarer' may also imply the
earthly wanderer in search of his heavenly home, as we
saw earller in the exile of Adem., Patristic commentary
on the Flood demonstrates that the 0ld Testasment episode
was indeed commonly considered by educated Anglo=-Saxons
to be representative of heavenly guldance to the eternal
home,lo

*Exile' can apply literally to the earthly'wanderer

severed from his earthly kingdom when the concept bears no

9
Doctrine and Poetry, pe. 174,

10

Hupp€, ibild., ppe. 171ff. provides a wealth of
patristic commentary.
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reference to the Divine,. Abraham, for example, at his wife's
request, Ismeel on wrae drife (2792), an incident which fits
well into the pervasive theme of exile in Genesis.

The theme of the seafarer as earthly exile is
explicit in Exodus, and is adumbrated 1n the opening
lines wherein the law of Moses, exXxemplified in the whole of

Exodus, promlses:

in uprodor eadigre gehwanm
Rfter bealusidell bote lifes,
lifigendrs gehwan langsuane rad, - (4£f,)

Having discussed the bealusiSe of the sons of Joseph, the
scop lumedlately returns to the direct exp;ication of his
theme. He notes that if one wlll turn his mind to the
gospel. its eppllication for men wlll become evident; and
ag a basis for the understanding of the Exodus story he
points out concerning the earthly gystsele (535) that bis

is Igne dream (532) whereln man lives Eﬂellease (534),
wreccum alyfed (533). and that for the saﬁﬁ&gt there is
the lengran lifwynna (532) of heaven,. as the biblical
books have revealed.

For this reason the Jews are termed gﬁhlleasum“(139)

and wrxemon (137) within the biblical episode. They are

exlles because they have been deprived of thelr native land w-

11
Translated as "after the woeful jJourney (on earth),"

12
The context makes it clear that wrXc here and v, 137
must be translated as Yexiles',
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literz1lly Jerusalem, symbolloally the home forfeited by
Adam «= ané live in tre sorrowful bonds of captivity.
Moreover, even though they do not actually ever set sall

while on their journey, they are called giman (105),
holmegum wederum (118), flotan (223, 331), siwicingas (333),

who are led to safety by a gesle (81), neda seglrode geseon

meahton (83). God, lifes brytts, becomes their guide, and
the geafarer becomes the famlliar exile passing through
the hardshlps of life on a Journey to his hsavenly home,
& supposition strengthened by the followlng passage which

appears even before the tribes reach the Red Sea:

Fargg gesawon
lifes latbeow lifweg metans
swegl side weold,, sgmen after
foron flodwege. (103£F,.)

The signiflesnce of the Crossing of the Red 8em iz
given more extended consideration later (pp. 65f.), but
(Af I may antiocipate) the baptismal motif most likely related
to these waters in the Anglo-Saxon mind, also suggests
preparation for the heavenly home by the purging of evil
(the Egyptian hosts) and the embracing of truth.

Such waters might well remind the scop of the
similar theme related to Noah, prymfest beoden (363),
who led the greatest of treasures over the sea streans
to begin a new lifej logleally, he might also recall
Noah's descendent, Abraham, who also on wrxe lifde (383)
literally and symbolically, and who proved himself fost
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treowe (423), so that in keeping with the theme of the

poem he
freogb sceal
in lifdegum lengest weordan,. 13
awa to aldre unswiciendo. (4237f,)

Femilisr phrases denoting exile 2cho throughout
many poems, #Aven though there iz not always a direct
relation with the sea,. such phrases deserve at least brief
consideration since they demonstrate s continulty of the
exile theme and since they reaffirm ideas to reasppear
especlally in the discusslion of Andreas, IThe Seafarer,.
and The Wanderer.

Chrigt and Satan (I) centres upon éaﬁan's exile

and repeate many desoriptlive phrases oceconrring in the

i

Genesls sccount. OSatan is a different character from his
Genesls predecessor, one who realises that

battran ham
for oferhygdum #fre ne wene (49f,);

yet he must typ&cally wadan wrpelastas (120}, gggd%am

P hadan Wrgclagtas
bedeled (121). More important than the scop's use of
what are now common phrases 1is hls establishing of a

finely-wrought verbal contrast between the heavenly and

13
Translated as “eternally unperishable®; the
redundancy stresseg the promise of continued life in another
land.

14

Similarly, of. 187f, and 257f. Compare sifas wide
(188) to the similer connotation in Gen., 905..
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the diabolic home, a contrast which never really disappears
from 0ld English poetry., The scop uses the simllarity of
expressions like windsele (135, 319, 384) and winsele (93),

dimman ham and deoran ham (110, 3363 218, 255) to contrast
the sorrows of the demonic with the relative Jjoy of the

earthly and bliss of the heavenly drlihts. As part of this

common tripartite_é;;gﬁhhell becomes the Eeostrx hem (38),
helle ham (88), haftum hem (91, 147), atola ham {95},

walica ham (99), dimman ham (110, 336), ladan ham (177),

sidan gele (130), windiga gele (135, 319, 384), with its

helle duru (97, 720); conversely, heaven is heofonum ham (275),

bsttran ham (49), hyhtlicra hem (215), uplicne ham (361),
deoran ham (218, 255).

The same vattern of imagery continues throughout
the Harrowing of Hell, as one might expect. Those secure
in Truth are to be led from the windsele (384), up to edle
(401, 459), to their halgne ham (413), Hell is the witehus
(626), the garcern (488, 635), and heaven the sadigan ham (658).

A lesson on the nature of man's true home, and
the means by which he can attain it follows the Harrowing

of Hell., Christ's redeeming blood is very appropriztely termed

the fulwihtes basg (544) sinee 1t was through this bath
that mankind was releaged from the flery fetters of the
house of torments, Just as the waters of the Flood and the
Red Sea released those fast in Truth from the enemies of

God.
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The scop records a precise summary of the exile

motif as it ls deploted in the first two parts of Christ

anil Satan, and in the Caedmonlan poetry generally:

Forjon men sceolon mRla gehwylee

secgan drihtne banc d®dum and weorcum,

bes Fe he us of heftum ham gelRdde

up to edle, bsr we agan sceolon
drihtnes donmas,

and we in wynnum wunian moton. (549ff,)

The image of the seafarer as the aan teuporarily

exiled from his heavenly home is not only present ln the

Caedmonian poetry, but continues to appear in Cynewulfian

and approximately contemporary Cynewulfian poems. At the

end of Christ II, for example {(a poem attributed to

Cynewulf on acrostic evidence), appears the fsmous passage:

Nu is bon gelicost gwa wWe on laguflode
ofer cald w®ter ceolumn 11%an

geond sidne sR, sundhengestun,
flodwudu fergen, Is par frecne strean
y&a ofermita be we her on laced
geond bas wacan woruld,. windge holmas

ofer deop gelad. W&s se drohtaf strong
&bon we to londe geliden hxfdon

ofer hreone hryeg, g; us help bicwom,
P us to hxlo be gelwndde,.

godes gastasunu, ond us glefe sealde
b&t we oncnawan magun ofer ceoles bord

hwar we s&lan sceolon sundhengestas,

ealde fghearas, ancrum faste. (850ff,)

One would like to Jjoin Klssack in hls preisge of
15

the passage as "an unusually imaginative simile", but

such pralse is misdirected. The coumparison of the sea

376.

15

"Ihe Sea in Anglo=Saxon and KMiddle English Poetry",
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to mants life and his return to the heavenly klngdom as
a sea-journey is far from originsls it 1s hlghly traditional.
Indeed, the clever weaving of the sea-steed concept so
appropriately throughout the passage 1ls a fine touch of
poetic imagination, but it too is common to Hlene's seaw
crossing and to the descriptlion in khale. Whatl 1ls noteworthy
about the passage is that 1t concludes a poem of Christ's
Ascension by reminding men of his Judgement and by warnling(804rf,)
him that those who long ago lived for earthly pleasure perished
in the Deluge. UMan must live a good life; godes ggstsunu
wlll gulde him sgafely over the stormy seas to the heavenly
home., The final three lines are, therefore, a masterful
gumnary of the theme and image:

Utan us to b#Rre hy3E hyte stabelian,

‘S us gerymde rodera waldend,

halge on heahbu, ba he heofonum astag..
The slgnificance Cynewulf here gives to the sea iz much the
seme as that implieit in Adam's speech (Gen. 828ff.) discussed
above (ppe 27fe)s and is generally simllar to the function
of the sea in the Nozh episode of Genesis and the seafaring

imagery used by the Exodus poets the lmage also looks shead

to at least Whale, The Seafarer, The Wanderer, and Andresase.
16
The theme of exile runs throughout Christ 1.

16
In Christ there are the usual terms for heaven:
ecan hsm (305) fbelan ham (350)3 hell is the witehus (1535),
deadsele (15365 dreamleas hus (1627)., There are are other
familiar phrases at VVe 31fe, 622, 1639.
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Hecognizling the Joyful mood natural to the /dvent sntiphons
which constitute Christ I, 5. L. Greenfleld adds:

But 2 minor theme runs through the poem, a

theme reflecting the Christian tradition of

man*s 1life as a sgpilritual exile from Hesvenh,
Eden, and the natural bond with his {reator.

And it is thls theme which harmonizes the
gseparate lyrics of the poemy for 1i provides + + »
a coumentary on the neees?ity for and meaning

of Christ's Incarnation, 17

Lthe image of the sea plays no major role in Christ I and
does not enter into Greenfield's argusent, bt the curlious

compound gundbuend (73, 221) is surely no accidental additlon.

fhe two phrases gundbuend secgen hyrdon (73) and be bat

agecgan udre sundbuendum (221) bear a general conceptual

equivalence to aorﬁgugné ealle cuban (422) so that the

sea-dwellers and the earth-dwellers are in fact identical.

In each case the author is singling the praises of the
coming of the sedesmer and the virgin blrih, and the word
sundbuend with its impliclt seafarling motif fits well into
the over-all theme of eXllee.

One further note of interest, 'The hell-dwellers
are given the appropriate appellation wrgcmecges (363),.
a desigration which appears in Juliana (260) and frequently
throughout Guthlae (As 129, 231, 263, 296, 558; bB: none)

and definitely connotes the idea of 'exile' as ls testified

17
"The Theme of Splrituel Exile in Chrigt 1Y,
Philologlical Quarterly, XxXII (1953), 321.
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by its proximity to such phrases as:

Ne motun hl on eorban eardes brucan,

ne hy lyft swefe in leoms rstum,

ac hy hleocleasge haua bolhﬁ? " s v e

(Gle. 220ff.)
The demonic exlles find a meaningful contrzst in Guthlac
who has intentionally exiled himself from the earthly
community so that he may " attain hls blissful home
where human wandering finds ites term.
18
The contested and gignificant passage with which

Krapp beginsg Guthlac fits well into the theme of exile

which predominates Guthiac A:

v bu most feran bider pu fundadest
longe ond pelome.. Ic bec lxzdan sceal.
Wegas be sindon webe,. ond wuldres lecht
torht ontyned. Bart nu tidfars

to bam halgan hem." (65F,..)
et the verses echo the theme of the conclusion of Christ III

and especially such lines as st is se ebel be no geendad

weorbed, (1639)

The concept of life as a journey recurs throughout

Andreas. We are told of Andrew that leode lurde on

lifes weg (1703 ef. Glg. 99f.) when he 1s instructed to
o to the aid of Matthew and of the iermedonlsns. laving
effected the converslon of these gylfgtan (175), Andrew

begins to teach them on geleafan weg (1680; cf. FAp. 316f.) as

18
Some would conclude Christ III with vv. 1-29 with
which Krapp beging Guthlac A. ©See Records 111, xxviii,
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he guides them to bem halsan hem (1683), The idea of our

home in heaven, a concept quite familisr by now, is recurrent
in the poem (104, 227ff., 978) and it is difficult to
avold the associative response of man ag & pllgrim as
envisioned in Hebrews 133 14, 11: 13-16.19 The soul too
makes its final journey; the wRlgrgdise (135) KMermedonlans
Feorh ne bemurndan,

o o 8 6 o s s e hu b&s gastes si¥

fLter swyltewale geseted wurde. (154ff1,)

The wanderer, the lordless uman who has deserted his
Drihten, ig agaln given s specifically Christisn context
(495fn), Such a person ls explicitly refused eatrance into

thet home where nfs psr sigum gewinn (888)

e o o banm bid mrﬂﬂs1w witod, wilte pgecpenad,
be baras pgefeans sceal freude weordan,.
hean hwearfisn, . honne hecnon gangab.m

(889ff,3 of, 1702ff.)
Satan torments Andrew by calling hinm wr&ssﬂSK1358), but

Andrew counterattacks by pointing out that slince Satan's

19 :
For bibliecal reference to the pllgrimage motif
see G. V. Smlthers, "lhe Meanlng of The Seafsrer and The
Wanderer®, iledlum Aevum, AXVIII (1959), 1 '

The contrasting levels of the driht add to the
ides of the hesvenly home, Satan, who 1s clearly the
entagonist, 1s called mor res br tta (1170) and his
followers deofles begnas God 1s lifes brytta (822)
and hils followers begnas Q&s he brym ahof_(BEEg. This 1is,
of course, an herolc parody and it 1ls a recurrent image
both in Andreas and throughout a lar%e body of Anglo-3axon

etr See aid Pe 37 N 1 See also Charles
E %ned Tge Cae 'orLchms (Loﬁdon' George Routledge

end Song, 1916)9Pp. xxviif.
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feud with God 1t is he who perpetually

In wrse wunne, wuldres blunne,

syo0an Su forhogedes  heofoncyhinges word.

ggr was yfles or, ende nRfre

ines wr2ces Weorﬁbgﬂ, (1380ff,.)
The good Christian ls a stranger in a forelgn lands
Andrew is ellbeodigne, an ne forlfte (1454),

The sea~trip and the siorm are guentltatively so
lmportant in andreas that elither they must be oY major
slgnificance, or the poem is simply & patch-work. The

20
captain of the bark, Christ, agrees to gulde the men
across the seas only if Andrew and his followers are in fact
ilving by the word of Christe

2G1if ge syndon begnas bas be brym ahof

ofer middangeanrd, swe. ge men secgab,

ond ge geheoldon PRt eow  se halgs bead,

bonne ic eow nld gefean ferian wille

ofer brimstreamas, sWa ge benan sint." (3441F,)
The symbollic function of the ses here ls reminiscent of

Guthlac 6ff, and Christ 850ff. where the applicetion

20

It iz such circumsteuces as these which give
plausibility to Smithers? likening the boat te the soul
in exegetical interpretatlons; cf, gp. cite 5, (1959); 2, 5.
The ship is also frequently, a symbol of the Church as seen
in Luke %3 1-11, Cf, Huppeé, p. 169; James {ross, “On
the Allegory in The Seafarer - Illlustrative hotes®, Fedlunm
fevum, AXVIII (1959), 106. boccacclo on Poetry, Charies G.
Osgood, trans. {(ew York: Eobbs=ierrill, 1956}, p. 71
(XIV, xiv of Genealogla Deorum Gentiliumj: "Likewlse our
nost venarable mother the Church is prefigured in the sacred
books, sometlmes « o « 28 2 charlot, as a ship, or an ark

i
e @ v

Ellis, ppe. 25ff. points out that in Scandinavlan
tradition the ship was often a gymbol of the sun, had
fertility and rebirth connections, and was belleved to
carry the dead into another llfe with the god of the sun..
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is universal and the sea is the sea of life on which he

who lives oy tue Christian precept will be gliven safe
21
pagssage on the trip to his halgan hame The conclusion

of the sea Journey with a trip through the heavens and the
guldance of angels substantiates this viewe, 4 homily
on the Jjoys of heaven follows and the often-echoed
convictlon that

Flodwylm ne wfg

manna Snigne ofer meoty@es est
lungre gelettan « « « o (516ff5) <2

21

Gchasr, (riticel Studles in the Cynewulf Group,.
DPe 243 compares Andreag 360ff, and Leowulf 38ff, concerning
the setting sail =rd concludes that Andress iz Ya rather
inferior imltation of peowull [3ic]. Why should the
ship of the lord, ready to tske the apostles on Loard for
thelr missgion to the foreign country, be loaded with
treasures?? He should add that the verses are more curious
after Andrew's insistence thet he has no worldly treasures.
ihe lines echo similar verses concerning loahs

forbon he gel&dde ofer lagustresmss
mdduhords mRst, mine gefrgee. (iX0. 367f.)
Obviously, in neither Ahdress nor Exodus is the maomhord

intended to Le taken literally, but it is & term whose
familiarity intensifies for the Anglo=Saxon the preclousness
of the ship's cargo. The same mlght be sald for the verses
refercing to Scyld, though they also carry 2 literal
application.

Implicit in Schaar's statement above is the dependence
of Andreasg upon Leowulf. For a conclse hlstory of the
nroblem and a dissenting oplinion see L. J. Feters, "The
selationship of the 0ld =nglish Andreas to Leowulf®,
Publications of the rodern lansusge Asgociation, IXVI

(1951}, 844-863,

22
The idea 1s echoed in:
God eag% mxg
heagbligbndum helpe gefremman, (425f,)
Forban ic eow to gﬁgé secgan wille,
P&t nafre forllte lifgende god
gorl on eorﬁén, glf his ellen deah, (453ff..)
Cfe vv, 907ff. and 1151ff.
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As 1f to test GIf re syndon bernms bgs brym ahof

the gsea lmmedistely begine to sgurge and the Lord tells
L

His angels to minlster to Andrew ard his aen:

ece Amihtig, heht hie engel gan,
mArne magubegn, ond mete sylian,
frefran Teasceafte ofer flodes wylm,
pat hie be ea® umihton ofer y0a pebring
drohtab adreogen. (265FF, )

God's frefran is slways availlable for the Christian buffeted
by the seas of life, ut when

Wberepesa stud

e 3 e o & & ® ® esneg wardon

acolmode,. {(3751f,.)
and only Andrew falthfully enjoyed the Livine ald. fhe
entire incident 1s proof that heaven's Lord wlll provide
and henrkens back to the Ses~Cevtain's warning (311fF.)
that man cannot fsce the troubled seas wicvhout bread and drink,
& warning to which Andrew had replied (337) that he had
been prowlised a21d on his jgurhey as are all those who

carry oult wivine reguesis.

Y

3
For a similar idea see CGuthlac 273fF.

The incident, like nmuch of the storm scene, is
biblical in tone. C. Wo Kennedy, The darliest English Poetr
(Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1943), p. 271 suggests
a dependence on fHatthew 10: 5-15, bul see also John 43 34
(Douay): "My food is to do the will of him who sent ne,
to sccomplish his work.® The mention of bread and drink is
frequent in Andreas. The heofonlicne hlaf (389) to which
Andrew refers ig the Cld Testament manua from heaven and the
Wew Testament Christ. The Mermedonlans have nelther bread
nor water (21ff.), but literally eat flesh and drink blood.
Bésides making animals of them (as sensuallsts), this also
recalls the 0l1ld Testament prohibltion in s poem which has
many an 01ld Testament echo { see pp, 70ff.). The Mermedonians
have no knowledge of the biblical promise to which Andrew
apparently alludes: "y flesh is food indeed, and my blood
is drink indeed® John 6: 56 (Douay). Cfe John 63 35-40, 48~
52, 54-59, Matthew 26: 26—29; lMark 14: 22-243 Luke 22: 19f,.
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The conclusion of the trisl by water 1lg stated in
universal terms which eguate lend and sez by inelsting
that God will protect all men on earth:

Forbsn ic eow to SOSB secpan wille,

bat n#fre ¢ 1gted lifgende god
eorl on eorgﬁn, 2if his ellen desh,
(458ff,.3 italics mine)

Andrew has proven himself pegn beodenhold (384) -

even the troubled seas recognize ¢ man of God and are
pacified {(526ff,) ~~ but these szie disturbed waters
reflect the doubt in the minds of Andrew's troops:

Grund is onnrered,

deope pedrefed, dusud® 1s ceswenced,
podigra mRgen myclum gebysgod. (393fF.)

When the Captaln svgeests that they desert andrew for
the security of the shore, the diseciples reply 1w heroic
but suvestantially Christian terus, terns which again draw

a clear parallel between the heavenly and earthly driht:

wlider hweorfég wWe hlafordlease,
geomormode, gode onfeorie,
synnum wunde, gAf we swiced pe? (405ff,)

Curiously, *the men answer the Captain®s suggestlon by
saylng swicéﬁ be, suggesting that they would be deserting
not Jjust Andiew, but also the Helmsmane.

Whet tollows is zan echo of the terus for a safe

o]
*2

Le

=

voya

0
e

Gif'?u begn sle brymeittendes
Wulﬁﬁrcyning,es e o & @ (h‘l?f‘.; el BLLi’ffo)

The Captzain's words ageln assume an alr of universality:



s
ILang is bes 518 %t

ofer fealuwne flodj frefrs blne

méceas on mode, {hzorr,)

Andrew's ples for falth recounts past Providence and
foreshadows his calming of the sess as 2 follower of Christ
(433FfF,) and assures the men that the 1iving God will care
for men on this earth 1f thelr courage is good. Content

in thelr strengthened beliefl, the crislis past, the

willeedryht (914) pass into a peesceful slumber and,

sea-=Weary, enjoy a heavenly vision.
Andrew is now encoursged to discuss Chrisl's ;
work on earth becsuse the ilelusman has expressed his
enJoyment in hearing the stories of a man who has liberated
gouls {(6341f,) o that §
Gastes hweorfon,
sohton sf@frama strerles dreanas ¢ o s o
{(6h0t,)
Andrew is admonished to follow Christts example (S71), s0
that nuch of what 1s sald here foreshadows irdrew's work
among the nermedonlians., sut, poetic functions aside,
the obvicus didscticism of the vassoge might ceause Cross
or Smithers here to argue that the toat is representatlve
of the Church of Christ, end the scene reminiscent of

24
Luke 5: 3ff, where Christ presches from a bost,

24
See Pe L“l e 20&
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Finally, Andrew also grows sea-weary and Heaven's

Zing keeps lls promize, »8 we are assured He always does

(1435FFa) 3
a gelddan het lifes brytta
ofer yda gebric englas sine,
fo¥nun ferigean on fRder ware
leofne mid ligsum ofer lagufpsten,
088at sewerige sIAp ofereonde.
purh lyftegelac on land becwom
to bRre ceastre + « « o (822fF,)

The vision of hesven and the arrival at liermedonia
satisly poetically both the literal and syabolic functlon

of the sea. furthermore, lthe verse ﬁgﬁhum ferigesn on

fRder were 1ls an echo of similar phrases whlch snnounce

the deaths of 3eyld and Deowulf (Lwf. 27, 3109)., Indeed,

the phrase carrles connotations of death and redemption

25
as in The Deaih of tdward:
Her Fadward Xinge, wngla hlaford,
gende soblmste ~ sawle to Criste
on godes WEXa o o » {(1ff.),

25
or guthlac (690, 7463 cf, 781f, and 1305ff.) znd wanologium

hig gest acenf on codes ware (2173 of. 39).

The lmage of the seafarer in Andress, therefore,
typleally represents the Jjourney of the Christisn on the
sea ol life in search of hig heavenly home. rhe lnagery is

falrly standard and through its pattern of contrasts

25
Verge references to 'the pesth of Lduward and
tenologlum are taken from Hecords VI.
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leads directly to the deluge and Andrew’s final trip over
26
the back of the seaz,.
1e i. Gordon reasonsg that gince the allegory in

the Whale, fsnther and Phoenix is Yearefully expounded¥,

if there were a deeper meaning in The uanderer or The
27

seafarer 1t too would be clearly stated, Yet, the

allegory of ihale, for example, 1s so superflcial that

the poet need hardly have "expounded” 1t even for the
twentieth-century audience, 'Lhe lmage of the seafarer

28 cankind wandering on the sea of 1life is fanlllar cnough
to need no explication, and the word desdsele (30) (cf. Chr,
1536, Glc. 1075, and grafhus X3t. 707) evokes only one
mental response, =o that the commonplace slitusting of the
hall in the welling depths of the sea (46} only verifies the

28
hall<hell ildentificetion. Lven such a phrase as grund

26

The pattern of contraste is typical of inglo-
Saxon poetry, Klaeber makes the point concerning Leowulf,
pPe 1Xx1i; mentlon of such contrasts wee previously made
concerning the structure of fxodus (pp. 33f.), Genesis
(op. 267,), and of the tripartite driit (ppe. 34T., pe 40 H.
19). In 4ndreas, verbal echoes contrast God and Saten
(@age De 40 n, 19}, compare Christ end andrew (pp. 72f.)
and demonstrate the retributive nature of the deluge (pp. 69f.).

The gsame balanced structure cen be found in whale,
ihe yanderer arnd the Seafalele

27
I, L. Gordon, "Traditional Themes 1n The Wenderer
and 1lhe Sealarver®, Review of pngligh Studlies, new Series V

(1954), 12,

28
Yor exauples see pp. 79ff.
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geseceﬁ(B?) echoes Satan's familiar trip intc the welle
known Jjsws of hell (cf. Gen. 302, 346),.

The words for shlp sre an integrsl part of the
sea=-of=-11fe motlf in ZHhale. With one exception {gcipu, 31)
these words compare the craft to s sea-steed: heahsteln
gseipu (13), s®mesras (15), g&&ggggg (49), {he appropriale=
negs of the specific term lleg in the foot that in
Seandipevian tradition the trip to the halls of the dead
could be mede over water by bost, ox over land Ly herse.ag

avidence of such a Scandinavian influence in _ihele can be

seen in the word heolobhelme (45) vhich iz also used Ly

the Genesis (o) poet (444) in a descripilon of the ‘lenpter
30

and is apparently s rellic from nagzan Tevtonlc ayithologye.
4
The ancienl copcents ip Vhale rive zdded significance
to the word hwglwep. Smithers' srgunent for the retention

31
of wglwege in The Seafarer (v. 63) is not enlirely tecessary

25
Balder®s ship burial and the Jjourney of his
mether to Valhalle provide the most cornvenlent example,
See Ellis, The Hoad to flel, chapter 1., fhe 1lnare of the
ship as ses~-horoe is given extended use in Christ 11 850ff,
where it might convey the ssue ides as in shale, snd ilene
225fF, where 1%t doss not,.

30
C. W Lennedy, The Caedmon FPoems, discusses the
GermaBle origin of the word, De IXXe

31
Ibid., (1957), 137f. 1In hie sppendix (1959), 99
smithers polnts out that the retentlon 1s not essential
to hls argument, though he remalns convinced *hat u®lves
is the correct word.
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since the connotation of huylweg when used symbolically
approaches the denotation Smithers gives to wxlweg. I
have already suggested In connection with Andreas (p. 17)
the value of'ggglggg_as the demonic snares facing men

on the sea of life. ¢

Whale, like The Seafanver and The Wanderer, concludes
by recalling the transitory nsture of this life and warns
that man must live according to his Drihten®s will if he
wlshes to secure the Joys of heaven.

The present study has been leeding velentlessly
towards a consideratlon of Ihe Seafarer and The Wenderer,
two poems in which a large number of the imasges and concepts
already examined are repeated. As demonstrations of the
difference of scholarly opinion concerning these two poems
there ls an article by I. L. Gorden?s written in 1954
which suggests that we approsch the poems strictly according
to their'elegéae genre, and there is an earlier article by

3 : .
B. J. Timmer which insists that the term ‘elegy® is 1ll-

32 v '
Hrgnra% 1s literally applied at Buwf. 10 and makes
best sense as e expanse of the ocean', See Brady‘'s

“"The Synonyms for 'Sea' in Beowulf", p. 556.

3 .
"Iraditional Themes in The Wenderer and The
Seafarer!,

34
"The Elegiac Mood in 0ld English Poetry",
English Studies, XXIV (1942), 33-ik4,
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applled to The Seafarer and The Wand%rer,which are better
termed Yrellglous didaetiarlyries“p'

Since lawrence's refutation of the old salt and
aspiring sallor theory of The Seafarer,. aritical opinion
interpreting the poem has varied cansiderablyy'é Miss
Whitelook®s "literal interpretation" of the Seafarer as
a voluntary exile who has abandoned esrthly pleasures for
the lasting Joys of haaveng? gcocounts for the traditionsl

kimagery upon which The Seafarer draws, and 1t does view the
poem as a unit. Although we need not, with Smithers, insist
that the "perlgrinus of real life 1s probably to be ruled out
even in a limited secondary way“wsa we can see in the poen

a more universal., symbollie meaning., DMNoreover, those who
would investigate the lyrical, realistle detall of the lines
and conelude from thelr findings that The Seafarer contains

- only ite surface meaning strive under the curious contradiction

whereby they praise the author's skill as a lyrical poet and

35
Pe 37
36
The best summary of thls opinlon appears in
I. L. Gordon, The Seafarer (London: Hethuen, 1964), pp. 1ff,

7

"The Interpretation of The Seafarer", Ihe Early
Cultures of North-West Europe, Sir Cyrll Fox and Bruce
Dickens, eds, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1950), ppe 261=272,.

38
Ibid., (1957), 151.
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39
deny his abillty to unify his work,

We muat agree with Smithers that the verms of
.exile which appear in The Seafalrer sre essentially
Christian&o and not merely heroic, Furthermore, the
poeﬁ is conventionaliy structured on a pattern of contrasts
(see p. 27 n., 26) so that the Seafarer's soﬁé;ed is no
more than & themetlc exemplum. As the poem opensg, the
Seafarer ls bemoanings; in traditionsl eleglac termlnology,
the hardships one must face on the sea (of life); stressing
his lonely suffering he claims that he has been journeying
on wrgecan lastum (15). He insists that he lives winemsgum
bidroren (16) and as proof of his loneliness he claims the
waves and the sea birds as hls only companionsj furthermors,

his desire is not in the Journey, but in the distant land

39

Margaret E. Goldsmith, "The Seafarer and the
Birds", Review of English Studies%'New Series V (1954),
226 remarks that "if there are orithologleal unlikelihoods
e o« » the theory that the sea scenes are the product of
imaginative art and not of recollected experience gains
much welgh?, and the ides of allegorical intent becomes
less far~fetched." Surely "Imaginative art" and "recollected
experience"” need not be mutually exclusive; the proof that
the interest in the blrds is flrst<hand knowledge does
not render allegorical interpretation impossible, or even
unlikely. Desldes, vv. 64ff, are hardly "recollected
experience",

40
Ibid., (1957), 147.
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: %
to which he 1s sailing. Just as the exilic terms (15f..)

recall Adam's exlle (Gen. 930), the Seafarer®s buffetings
by the cold echo Adaﬁ's anticipated trials as an exile from
Paradise (Gen, 805ff.)., The tribulations are representative
rather than speciflc, a fact demonstrated in The Seafarer
by the Seafarerts eagerness to set out with the arrival of
spring, implying that he had not faced the actual onslaught
of winter at mea at all. Yet, if he sets cut upon the
wraclagtas (57) as a voluntary exile in this life his
complaint is hardly to be teken literally since his hard-

ships are self~limposed.

L%

Solitary Journeys are invarlably framed in exilic
terms; see The Husband's Messcape (41) with the inclusion of
ana as suggested in the notes to Becords III, p. 3633 and
the conclusion of Guthlac B,

The explicit philosophy of the poet and the Seafarer's
disinterest in the actual sesfaring are strikingly consistent
with Augustine's QOn Chrigtien Doctrine, I, iv, 4: "To enjoy
something is to cling to 1t with love for iis own sake, To
use something, howver, is to employ 1t in obtalning that
which you love, provided that it is worthy of love., For an
11llicit use should be called rather a waste or an abuse.
Suppose we were wanderers who could not live in blessedness
except at home, miserable in our wandering and deslring to
end it and return to our native country. We would need
vehlcles for land and sea which could be used to help us to
reach our homeland, which 1ls to be enjoyed. But AIf the
anenities of the journey and the motlon of the vehlicles
itself delighted us; and we were led to enjoy those things
which we should use, we should not wlsh to end our journey
qulckly, and, entangled in a perverse sweetness, we should
be allenated from our country, whose sweetness would make us
blessed. Thus in this mortal 1life, wandering from God, if
we wish to return to our native country where we can be
blessed we should use this world and not enjoy it, so that
the 'invisible things' of God 'being understood by the things
that are made' may be seen, that ls, so that by means of
corporal and temporal things we may comprehend the eternal
and spiritual." D. W. Robertson, Jr., trans. (Bobbg-Merrill:
New York, 1958), Dpps 9F.
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Loglcal inconsistencies suggest a deeper significance,
80 that the desire

ba¥t i¢ feor heonan
elbeodigra eard gesece. (37f.)

feealls'Scyld*sr Grendel's, Beowulf%g, and Cynewulfis

voyages after death,uz and the longunge (47) which the
Seafarer feels to seek the distant land I think Smithers

and others correctly conclude must be hls heavenly home,

the lend scross the ses wherein merely earthly soclal pleasures
are of no importance, Such a conviction iz upheld by the

play on the word drihten which follows (vv, 41-43), Greenfield
establishes the parallel between the heavenly and earthly
driht and the constant play on words by pointing out the

dual uses of dgeg%%s‘(65ﬁ 80, 86), blgd (79, 88), and

L2
See pp. 89ff, The phrase feor heonan is echoed in
concept at vv. 52, 60. The distance of the trip between earth
and. heaven, earth and hell, heaven and hell is similarly
expressed so often that 1t wounld be tedlous to recount
each incidents the phrase does not always suggest such a
trip but the exceptions are comparatively few,

43 .
For further discusslion ses Gordon, lhe Seafarer,

Pe 9s

Ll
Stanley B. Greenfield, "Attitudes and Values in
The Seafarer", Studies in Philology, LI (1954), 19.
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That the dual meaning of drihten is intentlional
is obvions when one relates the trepidation of

bRt he & hls s®fore scrge nsbbe,.
to hwon hine dryhten gedon wille, (42f,)

to

Dol bidb se be him hls dryhten ne ondraiebs eyme%'
him se desd unbringed. (106)

When the Seafarer beglns to explain the significance
of vv,. 1=-64 he is explicit in his rejection of

bis deade 1if,
l2ne on londsas o » » (65fr)

Hisg reason 1s equally expliclit:

Ie gelyfe no
bt hin ecfgwelan ece stonda® .+ + « o (66F,)

His soul 1s eager to =et out to sea (350f,)3; wise in the
temperal nature of the world he wishes finally to relect
it and to begin the Journey to the true home of which he
speaks (117), secure in the hope that he has fought the

good fight against the forces of evil Xr he on weg

scyle (74). g

The life at sea provides s clear contrast to the
eagy lives of pleasure pursued by the linhablitants of the
cities. The specifically Christian conviection that

we bonne eac tillen, bt we to moten
in ba ecen eadignesse (119f.)

echoes the earlier sentiment that

sume dreoga@ :
Pe b2 wrgclastas widost lecga® (56f.)

& phrase whlch recalls all the hardships of the 1life at sea,
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If one wished to condemn the life of the city he could

hardly select a better phrase than wlonc ond wingal (29).

In the forumer word we have the sin which exiled Satan from
the hesvenly company, ‘ and in the latter the excess to
which men are liable if they live only for the earthly
driht and its purely temporal pleasures.

A reading of The Seafarer bLrings two verses of The
Fateg of the Apestles to my mind. Contemplating death

with an anticlpation similar to the Seafarer's and the
Wandererts when Tacing their Journey Cynewulf comments:

bonne ic sceal langne ham,
eardwie uncug: ans geSeC8N e o o o (92?;‘

The journey man takes over the trylng seas of 1life 1s made
slone, and at its end comes the final Journey tc sn unknown
land, to the eternal home, a2 Jjourney about which each man
must feel the ghawiang strain of sntleipation.

Although The Wanderer follows much the sane
'structural and thematic pattern, there is a greater heslitancy
on the part of ecritics to permit a symbolic resding of the

poem, S. L. Greenfield voices the thoughts of many when he

by
Cfe.. Xst. 50, Gen, 328. For a distinction between
the 'legitimate® pride of Beowulf and the 'illegitimate"
pride of Lucifer see R. E. Woolf, "The Devil in Cld English
Poetry", Beview of Engligh 5tudies, New Series IV (1953),
6f, The distinction is not explicit in The Seafarer as it
is in Exodus where the BEgyptisns are odes andaacan ( 15, 503)

232 h?nce put thelr trust in themselves alone (cf. £S5t
f‘ *
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concludes that "This 0ld Eng.lish elegy is, in short, &
poem that strikes a very Tesponsive chord in our modern
ears, without the help of Patristic exesetleal commentary.®.
Yet, the poem caunot be taken literslly as the plaint of an
exlle; for unless the Christlan exillic theme be introduced
no structural unity is possible in s poem whose verbal
parallels link the initilal exemplum with 1lts Christian
comment3 moreover, it ig difficult to dissoclate the
meaning of many phrases from thelr apparently common
Christlan contexts edle bidgled (20) recalls Genesls 930,
Genesly 63, Christ 32, Christ and Satan 121 all of which

denote the sorrow of separation from the Ulvine companys

8inces bryttan (25) oslle to mind and contrasts the very
common lifes bryttan, separation from Whom is the only cause
for true sorrow; wineleas guma (45) echoes Gen. 928, 1051
to emphesize thet only he who ig exiled from his heavenly
héme is rices leas (Gen. 372). Indeed, the tripartite driht
is so frequent In 0ld English poetry, as we have seen, thatl
- mention of one level in a Christisn poen automatically
contrasts and/or associates 1t with the others¢
As part of this balanced pattern the opening verse
Oft him anhaga are gebidea§

anticipates the final

L6
A Critical History of 01d English iiterature
(New Yorks New York University Press, 1965), De 219.
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Wel bﬁ?b&m be him are sece%}
frofre to frder on heofonum, bar us,eal seo
festnung stondeds (114r,)47
If one renders gebidg§?as texperiences', the Wanderer speaks
a8 snottor vv, 1-5 and reflectively as gardstaps vv& 6=57%
8
as a result, the movement from egardstaps to gnotior sets
off the exemplum end consequently helghtens *ne Christian
implications of wandering since the explicatlon stresses

the decay of the earthly driht and the perpetulty of the
heavenly, . If one seeks only his ginces bryttan (25), then

sorrow and -sleepless nights are hls because the kingdom of
man is doomed to perish (39ff., 58Tf.)e The hardships of
earthly existence are glven symbolic expregsion in the

cold blasts of winter, as they were ln The Seafarer and in

Genesls, so thet the Anglo-Saxon lis presented with a vivid
reminder that all 1s hardship on the earthly kingdom (106),
care which is esach tlme renmewed for him whose soul must

set out upon the trying seas (of life) (55f.). BSo the

Wanderer, even as gnottor, must follow the wraclastas (5)

L7
The perception is Bernard Huppés, "The Wenderer:

Theme and Structure®, Journsl of English and Germanic
Philology, XLII (1943), 523, though the significance he
" glves to thls parallel ~- indeed, most of his article ==
is challenged by S. B. Greenfield, "The Wsuderer: A
Reconsiderstion of Theme and Structure®, Journal of English
and Germanic Philology, I (1951), 465 wherein he trenslates
gebidé@mas Yexperiences' rather than 'seekst,

48
Greenfield, op. cit., 463f.
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Jle bid:.led, Just as the Seafsrer must (SLr. 57), and we

are reminded by these familiar paths thet me hyegan hw.r we
hem apen (Sfr. 117)s The l&smiz here, s8 in the Csedmonisn
poens, much of Cynewulfl, and where ever the exlle-seafaring
wotil is glven & é?hrmﬁan context 18 thet at the end of the
earthly sojourn and the tempestuous 1ife of the golf .gt there
avalts the heof




Iv

THE SEA AS RETHIBUTIVE AGENT

Throughout 0ld English poetry the ses responds
as én agent of reiribution operating at God's command.
It swallows those fettered in sin, speeds those safely
wWho are secure in the way of truth, and in its bowels
it confines those who would feud with God.

Taken by iteslf, ertricated from the context of
Anglo~3axon England and 014 Engllsh poetic records, Ademt's

speech of repentance sounds peculiarly naive:

#GAf ic waldendes willan cdﬁé;

hw&t ic his to hesrmsceare  Thabban sceolde,

ne gesawe bu no snilowmor, beah me on sw wadan
"hete heofones god heonone nu pa,

on flod faran,. nére he firnum bws deop,
merestream b&®s micel, bRt his o min mod getweode,
ac ic to bam grunde genge, gif ic¢ podes memhte
willan gewyrcean. Nis me on worulde nlod
#niges begnscipes, nu i¢ mines beodnes hafa
hyldo forworhte, pat ic hie habban ne m¥g,

(Gen, 828ff.)
Actually, the scop khew that such a speech would deuonstrate
vividly Adam's sincere contrition and in order to include
it the poet waé wllling to abandon loglcal consistency and

1
radically to depart from the biblical Genosis., Kennedy's

i
Perhaps there 1s an associatlion to be made with
the apochryphal legend of the self-imposed punishment whereby

59
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translation misses the point by rendering on g® wadan as
Ywalk upon the sea', thereby making & game of Adam's
atonement Ly promising the lmpossible; Gordon's translating
of firnum as "men" sacrifices the obvious stress put upon
the ocean's depth, partially strengthened by merestream
bds micels Such depths are frequent. in 014 English poetry
and almost invarisbly arve synonymous with the halls of
hell (see pp. 78ff. ), but without exception any reference
to the deop s carries ominous significance for the Angloe-

Saxon seafarer, The terror which the Genesis & scop

asgoclates with such waters can easily be conjectured by
Adanm¥s concluding renark that life on earth means little
to bhim now, In thls preparedness to demonsirazte hls
new-found obedience to his Lord, Adam rivals Guthlac's
submission to the will of God. When he 1ls cautioned by
the demons who dwell

in bp¥t atule hus,
niber under n=ssas necle grundas (Glc. 562f.),

Guthlac replies that he is reazdy to do even this if it is
God's will (592ff.).
Adam's oath is ironically reallzed by his descendents

when sn sugry Lord releases the willeburnan (Gen. 1373), streams

Adam was to stend 47 days in the Jordan and Eve in the Tigris
apparently to purge themselves of thelr gullt. See Oliver
F. Emerson, "legrends of Cain, Isnecizlly in Cld anl #iddle

English", Publications of the Modern lensuare Assoclation,
XXI (1906), 834,
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which provide destructive derths for the evil progeny of
Cain and a regenerative bosom for the falithful Noah end

his femily. fThe offspring of Csin had become common symbols
of depravity for the Anglo=Saxon -- the Lord called them

minre feonda (Gen. 1259) == so that their union with the

beloved song of Seth wasg nmonstrous in the eyes of God
(1245ff.)s Such folly was apparently incited by seunsual

promigeuity, or so the scop suggests:

bar wifa wlite onwod grome,
idess ansien, and ece feond
folcdriht wera, (1260ff.)

2
and so does the birth of the glgantm®esas (1268). So
the Lord ls initially moved to purge His crestion of evil
(12731f.) and oalls forth His ggorstresmas

hygeteonan wrfe
metod on monnum. (1380f,)

Yet, comparatively 1little emphasiz is placed on the punishing

5]

e
For patristic commentary see Huppéi Docetrine and

Poetry, ppe 166ff. and Francis Lee Utley, "The rlood
Narrative in the Junlus Manuscript and in bBaltic LiteratureY,
Ps 209, C. F. Gmerson's article mentloned above glves a
thorough, orderly presentatlion of the legends concerning
Caln, though 1t does not provide extensive patristic comment.

Alexa Suelzer, The Pentateuch (New York: Herder and
Herder, 1964), pp. 31f. suggests that there ig an historiecal
argunznt wlth textual baslis that the original sin may have
been sexual. 3he connects the glants wilth mythologlecal
sources "to exemplify the ruthless advance of wickedness
throughout the world.,? (pp. 34f,) For mmerson’s discussilon
of the glants see pp. 888f,.; contrary to Sister Alexs he
records that patristic thought considered that dve left Eden
as a virging but he also notes the bellel trat Caln was
born through relations with Satan. (p. 932)
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of’ the wicked; anxious to stress the Jusitice and mercy of
his God, the mcop even alters the biblical source by
permitting lfoah to preach a final warning (1317ff.).

Through the mercy of Providence, Noash 1z instrucied concerne
ing the Impending deluge, given a blue-print of hle ark,

erd has the doors locked behind him when he enters the
sea-house, ‘ithe protection afforded Nosh and his femily

is further expressed by such phrases as geipes bosme (1306)

and lides bosme (1332, 1410), by referring to the ark as
& hug (1303, 1321, 13vh, 1442), and by creating the impression
of seafarers on a 1a;g§;33(lﬂ86) to a new land rather than
tormented refugees of a flood,

Although the sea is depleted with its typical
bogme and the raveging waves are aiven thely conventionsl
swide prap (1381) so that the scop notes

Pxre ne moston
w&glmgéndum wtres brogan
h¥ste hrinon {(1394FF. ),

Ni?%ag refe (1383), Flod ealle wreah (1386), the seas are

frequently robbed of thelr agency by ge Ee wxtrun weold

(1377) and they never do achieve the personal, vital,

raging autonomy they exerclse ln Exodus or Deowulf. Anne

Utley, P+ 213 calls the closing of the doors a
bivine blessing by which "he bestowed upon it [the ark) e
primitive and anthropomorphlic gift of mana or spirit power

L
¢ & & 9



63

Treneer's concluslon conceriding the r'lood thaet "The
mnetaphorical language glves constantly this inpression of
& living thing set free from resiraint to raven at willl®
is 2 fine commert on either [fxodus or Leowulf but it is
ill-applied to Genesis where such an lmpression is anything
but constant,.

Huppéas analysls of the Flood considers it to be
s foreshadowling of the kew Tesgtament in which the Deluge
symbollzes baptism, the ark represents the Churchs and
Noah prefigures Chriszt. To document his thesls he offerg
detailed exegetlical evidence but unitappily rellleg 1little
textval support, There ig merit in his svgument that
"the effect of the poet¥s smplificetion of the bibllcal
narretive ls to suggest the underlying nmesning thot was
assigned to the Flood in scriptural commentary  but when

he employs the technique even to axplain the "symboliceY ravens

4
The Ses in Fhelish ILiterature from beowulf to
Donne, D 27«

Doctrine and Poetry, bpe. 169ff, ‘(here is some
textual evidence thalt the poet did centre his attention
vpor the ark (see pp. 14, and n. 14) besides thai offered
by uuppd, but if the ark is to symbolize the Church it is
because the auvdilence makes the assgoclatici from information
outside the poem (@8 it may conceivably have done).

6
ibid. s Pe 171.
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and doves he sacrifilces hls tone of authority. Although
1t might be dismisgsed as natural elaboration for & sea~
faring people who delighted 1n storles of ships and storms
at sea, the anplification to which Huppévcalls attentlon
is also good pedagoglcal technique if 1t nighlights
important dldactic concepts. Such intention iz impliclt
in the Leluge 1n the scop's emphasis on the uercy of God
(already discussed) and elsewhere throughout Genesig by
the scopts conventional tendency to morallse (e.g. 29711,
534ff., 723, 939). 1IU is the poet's habit to formulate
general conclusions from the sweep of the narrative, not
to centre on detail; the audience and the critic are likely
expected to do the same,

The poet does provide cornvincing textual evidence
that the sea=trlp iz redemptive in neture sand most likely
to be viewed as & figure of baptlsm. IHe demonstrably
establishes that Noah and his family are seafarers (1395,
1407, 1432, 1472, 1475, 1486) -=- a fanmiliar concept sure
to eall forth the assoclatlive response ontlized in Chapter
IIT -= a chosen people (1285ff,) enclosed safely within
the ark (1363ff., 1391) with the blessing of God (1365) on
theilr way to a new, purified land (1411f., 1492) and are

subgequently heof « « o shafen (1401). If the waters are

7
Ibides ppDe 1741F.
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redesptlive for Noah and his gin, they are algo purgative
in that they sweep plnrs feonda to the sea's depths; the
typical swallowing of the evil luto the watery deep is not

explicit in Genegls as It 1s 1n jixodus, andreas, Deowulf,

Juliana and Judith, but the functlon of the sea~streamg 1s
unchanged.

During my exemination of mwylm I pointed out the
similarity in symbolic use of flre and woter in O1ld inglish
poetry (soe ppe 18f.)e It is worth noting here the obvious
thematic and narrative relstlon between the ugebrea (1490)

and gwealunbprea (2509), the gweart wsier (1300, 1326, 1353,

1375, 1411) of the lood and the gwesrtwa lig (2507, 2543)

of Hodom and Gomormeh; sach consumes a Torewarnsd people

for werse synnum (1279, 2506). ‘The purgative-redesptive

capacity of these two elementg is recurrent thioughout 0ld
wnglish poetry, indeed throughout the relliglous history of
Fagtern and dYWestern civilizetionse

In fxodug, the sea slso, with Gol's help, resaches

out to destroy the wicked and offers to free the go@fRat

8

imerson, Pe 921 reports the Church Fatherg?
equating of the Deluge with Sodom and Gomorrah,

ihe scop describes Isasc's L¥lfyr as bonne sweartan
lige (2858)3 so gweart carries no apparent redeuptive
slgnificance and probably connoteg only z sense of horror
or dooms




from the vonds of evil, Traditional demonic phrases

de

0

ilgnate PFaroones cyn not Jjust as encmles of the Jeuws,

but godes sudsacen {15, 503)3; theira is a moral failing,

the fault of Lucifer (170, 204).9 The scop, signiTicantly,
considered it sufficlent explanztion to summarize the
mewed653(513) with one pregnant statement:

Hie wﬁggﬁﬂ,wunnon! (516) 10
Even the conventional carrion prey recognlze a doonmed host,

the

deade fegén,
fRee ferh@locen (266f,)

XY

i
and follow it with expectation (162ff,).

But the ravens are robbed of thelr Teasstliug.
The nysterious garrundass (289), the life~giving grenne
grund (312) over which the go8fgst have passed are no
longer visiblie as the militant gargecg covers the gecg

stadulag (W74} and ba _mepenbrestss ma;ede£5 geswealh

o

9
See Pe 55 n. 45.

10
tach use of godes andspoan andiﬂﬁg god wunnon
has desonic gignificence as 1t appears in The Junlus
Manuseript, ihe Vercelll book and IThe ixeter rooks; cf.
godes andsacan:xst.,195, 268, 279, 339, 7173 Chre. 15933
Glc. 2333 Wi god wunnon: Gen. 77, 346, 4903 Zit. 7043
Chr., 1526.

11
Kennedy objects to the descriptioni see lhe
larliest Inelish Peoetry, ppe. 180f,.




1z
(513). The deluge becomes nzcud nydboda {(475), fah

5@ ast, se 5% feondum gzeneop (476), and as it often

doecs wglfa¥iwa sweop (481), In the height of its fury (and

gomehow reminiscent of the miraculous sword in CGrandelts

den) the waves brandish their glde mece (495), strike down

the protsctive sea-walls and provide the deaSéxggg (1196) which
opensg the Jaws of hell, I8 1t & wonder thet iuch a

werrior should bespatter the gess with bloodd 2 finally,

to make aumply clear by whose power the Gorsecg wedde (490)

b2 ge mihtlge sloh

mid halige hand, heofonrices weald,
on werbesmas. (4857F, )

The virtuous are again provided with a safe
passage, but the seafarers of Txodug never enler a voat,
This hint that the poem means mor= than appesrs on the
surfece is explicitly verified in thoe conclusion when ioses

assumes a New Testawent poslition ¢n the shore of the sea to

1z

Cfe Gene 2559 where the {lames forswealh the
ginful inhabitants of Sodom and Gomeorrah. 'fhe word is
used consistently to describe the entrance of the sinful
into hellfs-~mouth. 9he evlil of the kgyptians is enough teo
supgest that they are destined for the halls of hell,
] w45 on cweslmne / Baste pefeterod (469f.) is an
ecno so Ffamiliasr of the bonds of hell prepared for the
damned that it would be tedious to ofier documentation.

13
Klaeber, "Concerning the delatlon Letween pxodug

and Leowulf“, kodern lanpguage Lotes, sialll {1918), 520
concludes thaL Exodus influenced Lgowulf and points out
the similarity of the biood-crestec water in passages
depicting the Red Sea and the mere of Grendel. Kennedy, 1ibid.,
DPpe 161LT: supgests a roverse influence and adjudges the
bloody waters lnappropriate,
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prreach to hisg followers. 4t thig polnt the scop interposes
to remnind his audience that we ave all sealaress voyaging
to our eternal home (see pp. 32f,.). Prrhape inspired by

the poet's directive to exert one's banhuses weard (524) in

~

order to determine how the Lible story appiles to man, James
14

Eright Jong ago related the ixodusg to the oly Laturday

liturgy to dlscover a more subbtie carmern pagchale than

Caeliueg Seduling had composed. Hennedy heg whole~heartedly

enbraced Fright's interpretation snd even added some
15
liturgical detail. There probably is no mors commoOn-

oy

place csgoclistlion than the Bed Sea e:d baotism. I Cor,
10: 1-4 (Louay) reads:

For I would not have you ignorent, Lrethren,
that ou» fathers were all under ths cloud,

and all pessed through the ses, 2ll were
baptised in rnoses, in the cloud snd in the
seas And all ate the same gplritual Tood, all
drank the same spiritual drin {for they
drank from the sviritual rock which followed
them, snd the rock was Christ)..

Greenfield records Aelfric's four-fold allegorliesl
16

interpretation, and in his peelesiastlcal iistoxy

o

14
dihe selatlon of the Czedwmonisn rxrodus to the

LiturgyY, Lodern lenzuage ilotes, XXVII {191 S, Q7 =107,

15
ihe caxvliest wngllsh roetry, pp. 177ffs Uhe
patristic interpretation and the TExodus scop s heilr to the
allegorical tradltion sre discussed by Js we Cross and S. I
Tucker, “Allegoricel Tradition and the Cld inplish gxodush,
Neophilolosug, «LIV (1960), 122~127.

& Critical History of 014 Hnelish Literature, Dpe 50
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oY

{pe 316, Vy 21) _ede velfers to the symbolism ol the aed

)

Jcoao in a natter-of=foet way whilceh suggests preat familiarity.
sut even 1f one refuses to sccept wrightls analysis, the
text iteelfl enjolins 1ts audience to look for the goguu
dum {522), the conventional phrasing depicts the purging
of evil (see pe 66 n. 10 and pe 67 ne 12), and the poet
tells us (55004) that the gtoxy represents the redemption
of the soglgel. The waters sysmbollze purgatlon and
redemniiony thelr egustlion with the waters of bLaptism is
inescannble.
Hater is slgo of ngjor slgnlilcance in the
cleslng scenes of Andress. duge eoluuns, eald enles

cewenre {1 pev forth hungry seas

[E RapaciNe

t0

T gy
Lo Wane

{1507}, There is wmuch to sugpest a

rotrituilve Justlee in the deluge. ithe 1104 yg%m weoll

B
(1“26) roenlls how weirciless torture had caused Andrew's
']

Suat §§zm weolls the nernedonlans are conilined to

am fgstenne (1584) Just as thelr viebims hed bLeen (1043,

1068) s ~nd the murderous flod was on luste {(1573) just as
O

hed Veen mora}eS on luste (11403 efs 1023).

The £lood 1 Loln purpatilve and redesntive, Loahny reallge

17
YV, 1200, By 12797T. andrew wan told that he
was to fwllcw n the steps of Christ, snd thet durirzs his
Col:otha welire sollcecost® / faren flode vLlod (2553 ) e
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the error of thelr ways becavse of the waters they cccept

et

the so%‘meotuﬁ {1602} and view Andrew ag ol

ar hider onsende
beodum to helpe « « « » (1604fF,)

{nly the wyrrestan (1592), beh fell curen (1609}, ave
£ (1590)

swept to thelr deaths beneath the earth, forsyeale

in the sewme way tbat ssten later

in helle ceafl
516 asebte o o o W {(1703fF.)
Schanr suggests that Andrensg owes o verbol doebt

8 TN AN

to ixodus  and that ¥the fndrens [%ié] noet, perhaps

‘.\..\

Py

unconsciournly assoclates hlg motlifs with einller oneg in

Geneais i?id].“ The rush of the waves cerizinly rocolls

2l

the flood of the Tiblical Genesis, 21ro roferrod to in
beowulf, 1In fact, there ir much to relrte the fermedonians
to Grendells kind, descendents of Caints sersuits Droseny,

ultimately destroyed by n miraculous ryellce Trom the Deluges
19

A1l are vneonle of the flesh, redise (135) Trutes

| 20 21

who fihtes ne gimdon (135}, held® hellfuse (51) whose

16

Critical Studies in the Cynewulf “roup, pn. 208LF,

19

Te pufe 1250 wRliylle, sor the sensuality of
Cain's tribe see p. 01 and p. 61 n. 2,

Cle owie 1llps wf? rihte wan,

[rasee Wy

weh
i

Cf. Dwf. 852: hel onfone,




22
ston (B41),. in the fatin oririnal

1ty riges

doubly terrifying since it was “so
23

o to corrode the flesh of men,® The 1des survives in

~ndreas only in the sealtne weg (152 2 ) which carried the

young to theilr denth, though the orisinsl degeript

porticvlsrly anprovriate for men who 1lived by the {lesh,
I proviously concluded thet the uwaters of the

Flood =2nd of the ded Sea gtroncly sugrested the bepiilanel

motifs in 17 exnllieits. the vouths are rvecslled

Trom the waters of death to recelve 1living waters., Ly
Jurtevosine theece two waters ond imnedistely centring his
sttention on the haptisn of the voutheg, the mecon mekes the

contrest cleny:

33 wRs eall eador
lecﬁ‘alic ond gustllic, Pbean hle lungre Ry
burh Tlodes fRT feorh aleton,
unfengon Tulwinte ond lreoﬂhmxun,
wuldres wedde witum asnedde,
nund Lyrd meotudes. (102781, )

Jie word ndwint apoesre four times in the

within fouorteen lines, 1030-1644,

sec aluo Uil
whiech shryond

=

lag (L)ZJJ) Tres
Sntan 135, 3199
the deluse tue

(109 ).
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1ndad

wigtte wli, 11,

el o SRSt S

‘_ Ci-}"“ 8 i Iy

e At Ll Vi

uttars hie ot nles Tor Welp (IAD1EF. ). fat

comnnTes



(132097, ),

(125¢), =n echo of the evil

. a
P

within » voen

1.,

T Trogunrntly

coronrn
goyonrn

The Dorroring

londs The neleos vith o holy Licht

e red

is corcentunlly identical to

redeons the Cheietinngs then he vreocnsdn to do the




The Firel scene io v lanese of

Aes on g voysre deatlined

-
Yo fendlesy exile,

Q0 o8

v icent

Crn nrovide o

AT E N

s £y R | - Fal -,
of nesce ond lile, WELL BT

ture from

7 3 b g KA
ol the depihs., is

lutroduces

the court

ceowuli Vs strenslh and swimmlog

our acgunintance with the lrnhablitants of

¢ Jﬁ%m (L2
five BB0Ccia i

enisode is briedf
i iv
connotation.

word Tlor Yaoa®sy its
Vggg {421} sives 1t o des




~ {h21), plecras nihtes (422), who

and seotulf considers hig congurest

in

Siroolly 1oto the crecs entgode,

Lrecn

no ehtdc s olsyy the

cor Aoy dn foet, onlte vwiclous:

{500}, hreo wero

B < e IR LS o I e B b v

oters are occunied

208 #re purged

wlih the death

W awebredon {970) end

CARULD GOMy

o)

e ’,”(1 o

poloneoy

00 wE




e lly the

(e

Man to face the frerine lodes {(1510). Uiy when
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winbe ne secepede (1514), the gRieor (1510) wno hinder

KPR} ity B - o o2 v
ais dercent are

of the meredeor (558) of the

.

« oplsade and ave to be ldentiiled with the ylldeor

EN Cryye . I S .
L-"(*’.;\. "”J"C‘“.v‘ AL S V','{;A}Jnf's‘z.{g y f“@».; ﬁnd

ceifilsod (1020), iasy diugade (1030) and

lesnt irne %&953

et 4 as
Cut o slinee bhey disapny

AT 1% 0, Lo ieroe Jhoir
VOB a0 Aves then oan odor ol evildl, sinslliy, the
are recilogs tao o ( dne sl




E Y o, .
f.?‘;}fu f‘.). L

?{‘}

5w

L RO SR
gouree

JRAp -
oWy AadV (15},:3\
© these crotegauve r?

‘Teoring ol Lelth :—;.m? r;-‘

r wld e
g L i

in s
1 10N dan 1L
P utxhiciL

Grevndel and

 ontrolony of ,:,f:zo.;
the rgoocistion of

‘H)];_ mi'}u( IFLEY e

mother.

eh@racteriotics to Grendel énd



78

They are half humen and halfl demon; dwellers in a Joylesas
abode, exiles from God and man. Since the very existence
of Grendel's father is itself mystericus and a maetter for
speculation {(1335), Grendel's linesge apparently ends with
the killing of his mother, Glmilarly, Heorot and the
surrcunding waters are purlfied and llfe can proceed
p@aaafully. Hrothgar's future problems sre domestilc.

Only in the flrst episode is there no specific
effort to drag Beowulf to the sea's bottom where he 1s
syparaﬂtly te be d&vauraﬁ*gl There i3 something ominous
about the sea's floors that the hottom of the mere hag never
been previcusly explored is stressed at least twice (149911,,
1366ff.)s Grendel’s mother is the grundwyrsenns (1518) and
the trip to her hall takes hwil d.ges (1#?5); Grendel®s
pame hes been variously traced to O.Ne grindhill (éatarm‘};

HeEe gryndel ("angry'), and grund ss 'ses floor®,

31
The eating of flesh perhaps recalls the sensuous
kin of Cain (mee p. 61 n, 2), or it might be related to
the jJawa of hell (see p. 70 re, Andreas and p. 82 re,.
the dragon's mouth),.

32
Cf,s Chamberse, becowulf, An Introduection, p. 309.
The etymology of their nsumes and thelr behaviour
hava suggested to Millenhoff that Grendel and his mother
are personifications of seasonsl, elementsl unrest. Ses
Chembers, P. 4 and Klaeber's introduction to the third

edition of %egyg%f. Pre XXivel,
One should here reoall the significence given to
Adam'e repentance discussed on pps 597,
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The desecription mirrors the conventional descent
into hell of yhale or Genesis (B) and adde an element of
significant excitement for the Anglo-Saxon audlience which
must have made the connectlon auntometioally. In Whale

the suthor notes that Leviathan

grund gesecag,

ond ponne 1in den lzele drence bifagteﬁ

v+ aw Swa bl) solnns Desw .+ » o s
{29r.)

There is much in Gg gg;g (B) to parallel Lucifer®s fall

Furthermore, the £ Cyroun oald (Gen. 316) winds are es

rgt nu
natursl to hell es the hrinde bearwas (Buf, 13635 cf. Chre
1545f,) are to Grendel's desbwic (1275), end the wyrse
deoht (Gen. 310) of hell iz certeinly repeated in the
afééﬁga_(iﬁis) over which Grendel's mother rles,

The description of the ares surrounding the
mere stresses itr barrenness, & detall whioh is in keeping
with the Lord's curse upon Caln and his degoendents (gggw
10159f, ). Like the dragon®s barrow (2553, 274#k; of,., 887)
Grendel's home is located by the harne sten (1415), It
is apparently the deabwic (1275), wynless wic (821) which
Grendel sought under fenhleo'u (820) and to which his
mother escaped when she to fenne geng (1295), both fleeing

for thelr lives, Her realm over which she has ruled sone

fifty yemrs 1s at the sea floor (of. 562ff.). Peowulf is
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» gelegyst (1545), and the place is & pigdhele (1513), @
hrofsels (1515) and o regede (1572). (The dvagon's
varrow 1s twlce celled an gordsele (2410, 2515).)

It frequently happens in 014 English poeiry that a
man's evil deeds dreg him into the demonic depths, se that
a fairly consistent image of hell beneath thez waters lying
under a rocky ness emsrges, In the Bilekling Eiz:mzlia&jg
it says of hell:

bar easle witere n%argw&ta?, agnd he b2 gegesh
ofer S.um witers sumne harne stan.

ind 80 in Judith when Holofernes is decapliated in the
height of his drunken lusts

Lz pe fﬁl&. lomp

gesns beuftan, &> 3”, #ilor hwearf
under neowslne mse 7 S genyOersd wos
susle pesiled syi‘?%’%an sfre,
WyXauR ’tzawumexz, witum gabanﬁen,
hearde gohifted in hellebryne
wfter mmma. {111rr,) HF
kK]

XVI,

-,,"fy_l' Lchaheles Hpessen, BEIS, 0ld
Series 58‘ é:’,g 73 Ds 20 A
Se Je Gmxi‘mﬁ, "Gramial’s Desoent from Cain®, XXIII
(1928), 207 mentions Job 263 5 me & biblicel exauple ai‘ the
undesrvweter home of antediluvien glanta: "Hcce glgantes gemunt
sub aquis, et gul habltant cum els.*

Verma quoted are taken from L. J. Tinmerts
edition, J (Londons Hethuen, 1961),
There are many similai references in 014 English
poetryt
in st atule hus,
niimr under nissas neole grundas, (Glg. 562f,)

under neolum nider n.sse gehydde (Ela, H31)
The refaerence here is to the 1oaat.ian of g.h t’s orossg
which hag been hid through the @ g O} atg

The descriptionm is frequent in Crlst and Satan
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We have already discussed the aquatloc deep in Genesgls,

Exodus, and Andreass but it 1s in the Julianhs scop's

description of the demonic reslm which awalts Eleuslus

and his evil band that we encounter s scene which most

closely reflects similar depths in Beowulfl,

B XXX wys
ond feowere eac eores onsohte
burh wages wylm wilgena cynnes,
heane mid hlaford, hrobra bldgled,
hyhts lease helle sohton.
Ne porftan ba dbegnas in bam bystran ham,
seo geneatscolu in bam neolan serffe,
tc pam frumgare Tfeohgestealda
witedrs wenah, bat hy in winsele
ofer beorsetle beagas begon,
#oplede gold.. (678£1f.)

The descent into the minsele beneath the sea and the

Joyless driht which holds court there surely recall the
Eimilar excursions and ifenticel kells of the Brecs episode
(562ff,) and Beowulf's vigit to Grendel's mere =-- and the
Juliana poet ldentiiies this kingdom as hell,

On the gitrength of the evidence here presented one

mizht argue that the hall which Grendel’s mother guards is

in %na deopan w#lm

nfsﬁr under nesses in ne neowlan grund ¢ + « o
(XsSt. 30f.)
niﬁ%r under nessas in Jone neowlan grund. (X8t. 90)

‘ grundas m&narm,

nfgér under mw€ssum} (X8t. 133T.)

The phrase de profundo lacu from the Offertory in
the Mass at the Burial Service llkens hell to a lake.
Ms B. McNamee, "Beowulf - An Allegory of Salvation?t,
Journal of English and Germenic Philology, LIX (19603,
190-207, reprinted in An Antholo of Beowulf Criticlsm,
presents persuagive hlgtorical evidence for the depicting
of hell as a lske which lg "gerpent-infested”; he lncludes

an illumination from an eleventh century Psalter,(ppe
3431Fe)
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35
in fact hells perhaps the comment concernling Grendel that

Pir him hel onfeng (852) adds an element of conclusiveness

to the sssumption, But such a supvnosition makes a hell of
the dragon's barrow too, with its grey stone,

hlgw under hrusan holmwylme neh
ydzewinne (2811¢%,),

with its waves of fire (2545f.,), its eordsele under
corPan (2415). What does this do to Sigemund's dragon?
Clearly, the Bodley Fomily places the drsgon in hell
devouring the damned, and the dragon is plctured ss hell's-
mouth in medieval drama. 6 0ld English3$aetry is replete

with references to the dragons of hell. In Whale,

35

Of those who would literally identify Grendelt's
mere with hell are: Mciomee, 9p. ¢lt.; Allen Cabaniss,.
"Beowulf and the Liturey¥, Journal of English and Germanic
Philcio LIV (1955),. 195~201 reprinted in An Anthology
of Beewu%f Criticism in a rather unconvineing article which
becomes suspect ilmmediately by using Kleeber as an suthority
on the basis of a statement appearing in Klaeberts first
edition but greatly modlifled in his third, an edltion
available five years before Cabanlss! article (compare
Cabanisn?' quotation p. 224 with Klseber's retraction and
modifiecation, 3rd sd. Pp. ¢xxfe)3 Ds W. Robertson, Jr.,
"The Doctrine of Charity in Hedlseval Llterary Gardens:
A Toplcal Approsch Through Symbolism and Allegory",
Speculum, XXVI (1951), reprinted in part in 4n Anthology of
Beowulf Criticism. Robertson findes the i1dentification of
the mere with hell &ll too obvious, p. 185.

36
Ellis, The Road to E_Leig D 190 n. 1.

37
Eege ESt. 97, 102, 134f,, 335f.3 Ele. 7653 Pnt. 55f%,
15f.3 SnS. 26 (Records VI); though see T, M, Gang, “Approaehes
to beowulf", Review of English Studies, New Series III (1952),
1~-12 who argues that the dragon 1s a gusrdian by tradition
and has no demonic connotation, The article is meant to
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furthermore, there is the plcture of hell as edwylme (73),

s description detailed here by the fyr on flode; Scandinavian
tradition also surrounds Hel with a wall of fire. ‘The

union of fire and water ag punitive and purgative elements,
agents ascoclated with the underworld, ls‘alear in Judgement

Day II (Records VI) in such verses as3

D3t rede flod rdscet fyre

and biterlice barnd Ba earman saula,

and heora heortan horxlige wyrmas,
synacyldigra, eeorfagaand s1itats (166fF,.)

Mermedonia, 1t wlll be recalled, was clrcumscribed by
similer fires during the deluge, Dut Hermedonis is no
more hell than Grendel's earthly home is., Each 1s hellish,
not hell, The souls of the damned must make & further trip
into the Jjaws of the sarth to reach the infernal reglong,.
and the Mermedonlans suffer from a Geneslg~like flood
because thelr sensuality assoclates them with antediluvian
glants, A sword from the confliet with these same glants
provides the coup de gréce in EBeowulf not because the
waters heve the ssue biblical sligniflcance, lut because

39
the depths house creatures who do.

question the conclusions of Tolkien's %lhe ionsterg and the
Critices%; Gang has been snswered Ly bBonjour, “lonsters
Crouchling and Jvritics nampant: or the Beowulf Dragon Debated",
Publications of the Modern lansuage Associstion, LXVIII
(19537, 304-312.

As late ag Le Morte Arthur, vv, 3179ff,., dragons
occupy watery depths and are cal%ed *fiends?®.

38
See Ellisg, chapter VII.

39

As Godes andsacan (786) Grendel 1s glven a demonic
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Beowulf's conflict in such waters must inevitably
have given rise to such interpretations as Cabanliss' and
ﬁcN&mee’suG whereln Beowulf becomes a symbol of Christ and
hig subterranean struggie a harrowing of hell, Previously
(pp. 72f.) I suggested that as g Christian, Andrew lived

the life of Christ without becoming a de faclo symbol of

Christ. A48 a vanquisher of evil, Beowulfl mlsgnt readily
suggest to the Beowulf poet and his audlence the Christlan
hero living in imitetion of Christ. Hence, the poet mlight
consciously inelude the bibliocal detall noted by Klasber
and listed by Cabanlss to ildentify Beowulf not as Christ

but as an glter Christo. Zoth Andrew and Beowulf are

Christ-like, but nelther of them is Christ.

Surging waters in Beowulf symbolize the presence
of evils conversely, Becwulf®s pacific sea-trips indicate
one recognized as soﬁﬁgs,w Nature elsewhere ig not
unsympathetic to the cares of men. Guthlaec, the temper
of his faith having been tried and fcund true, communes

with God's creatures and passes his earthly exile bliss-

significance (see po 66 n. 10)3 fag Wﬂa God (811) is another
phrase used elsewhere eXclusively to describe the inhabitants
of hells XSt. 963 And, 1188, 1386f, Theyshade the image of
Grendel with a diabolic darkness, but they do not literally
equate him with Saten. For a consideration of such epithets
see Hamilton, 120ff,and Emerson, 880ff,

Lo
"HBeowulfl snd the LiturgyY, and "Leowulf -~ An
Allegory of Sslvation?®, respectively.
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fully in verdent surroundings (731ff.). During Andrew's
first night in prison fetters the country is gripped by
the bonds of winter (1255ff.). There are heavy frosts
and sea-paths freeze, Yet winter is nowhere evident in
Andrew's arrival -- he even sleeps on the ground outside
Hermedoniaj nor ig there any evidence of winter during
his departure or during the deluge., Similarly, the chill
of wintry seas expresses the care of Adam, the Sealarer,.
end the Wanderer; the turbulence of the wintry seas and
their icy walls both confine Hengest to Finn's land and
reflect the mental angulsh whleh Hengest ls experiencinge..
The heaveng are sald to weep over CGrendel’s mere (1376),.
and when Beowulf is cremated the.winéa are stilled so
that the smoke might rise to heaven (3146)., So too the
stars and the ses are aroused by Christ's suffering
(Chre 1127£f,)..

Thet the seas do recognize & man of virtue and
acecordingly afford safe passage ls voglted expliclitly at
least twlce,.

Hwat, eac sggcfsae

wa hlne gesette on sidne grund,
tirmeahtlg cynings forben he hlne tredne him
ongean gyrede, pornme god wolde

ofer sine yde gan. Eashstresm ne dorste

hig frean fet flode bigencan s « o o

(Chr. 1163ff,)
The scop makes a similar comment when Andrew's faith has

quelled the tempestuous waters:
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Forban 1is gesyne, so@ orgete,

cud oncnawen, pat Bu cyninges eart
begen gebungen, brymsittendes,
forpan be sone sdholm oncneow,
garseoges begang, bst Bu gife hafdes
haliges gastes, (And. 526ff,)

The seas never fail to recognize the follower
of Christ. During Beowulf¥s two voyages over the back
of the sea the winds lend willing support, and the waters
are caln, 4he words used during bBeowu.lf's first trlip, when

Hine ballg God

for avetafom us onsende

to West=-Denum (381f£1.),
connote flight, speed and a safe Journey. Honjour suggestsai
that gwenradé (200) introduces the flote femiheals fuple
gellcast_(éiﬁ)* words indicative of passage, not confliet,
are employed; he courses the lapgustrate (239), ofer
holmas (240), yblade (228). Beowulf's return trip 1is
desoribed in as briefl and appropriate terms., The sea
1s called the ganotes.bg%ﬂlSéi)az lmmediately before the

homeward voyage beglns, and words like brimstreamas (1910)

are used to course the ship safely to the land of the

Geats. In both excursions the phrese flota famiheals

(218, 1909) appears, suggestive perheps of the g#mearh or

the swen. In both cases the wind asslsts the favourable

L1
#The Sea Images in Beowulf", 112f,

k2
For a discussion of the phrase see lonjour,
ibid., 112 and Brady, “The Synonyms for 'Sea' in Beowulf",

»

|

aM
-3
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passage (217, 1907f.).
Flodwylm ne m¥g

menng Anlgne ofer meotudes est
lungre gelettan.. (And, 516fF,)

The Elene poet composes entirely within the same
tradition, Favoured with the Lord's help, Constantine's
troops rout the enemy host who stream to the lonely
mountelins or gesp thelir last breath in the clutches of the
sea (133ff.). Conversely, the virtuous mother of Constantine
rides swliftly and safely upon lMediterranezn ses-streets.

Her Fearoﬁgggggstgﬁ (226), gmmaras (228, 245), wdghenpgestss
(236) are as eager to course tle mearcga&u (233) as the

Queen herself, Because of the equestrlsn lmege landpaths
are further equated with se&p&thé and the relative security
of the crossing is euphagized; to sugaent this 1llusion
the scop sends his steed over the me&regé@u“(EBS),
merestrte (242) ofer bﬁﬁkeg (24k), rushed on by the
egatreame (241), loreover, the expression
Ne hyrde ic sﬂ§ ne R

on egstreane idese 1Raen,

on merestrite,. magen fsgerre, (240f7,)
13 a formulaic phrasing similar to the Exodus comuent on
Nogh, Andrew's sea Jjourney, and Scyld's burialy as such it
adds to the 1dea of safe pagsage since all include the
hint of Dlvine Providence., But the sea ls also the fifelwss
(237), a reminder that it 1s hazardous for any who would feud
with Godj it is alternately the wiges helm (230) since the
sea's waves do tran-port and protect the §g§h§§§_over the

bosom of the nese..
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THE SEA AS THE PATH OF TUHE DEAD
Water whlch separatves and/or leads to the after=
1ife has classicel and Scandinavian origins, but such

waters are algo Christisn enough to sppear in the 014

English Phoenix and again as late a8 the ilth century

Pearl. They are, moreover, iﬁplicit in much 0ld ¥nglish
poetry wherein the seas of life establish a means by which
one approachesahés eternal hom:z.. Sgch waters are especlially

1
evident in Whale and The Seafarer.

=

iss ¥llis' book, The Road bto Hel, outlines
Scandinavian burisl traditlion and the trip to Hel or
Valhalla, a trip often made over water. in the pagan
traditicn into which Scyld®s burlal must be plsced the
Journey 1s nmade by body and soul, hut in the Christian
tradition it ie undertaken by the soul only, and the

sagtes si%‘
after swyltewale  (And,. 155f.)

occurs frequently in Old English poetry. because 1t

1
See my discussion in chapter II. I. L. Gordon,

The Seafarer, pp. 8ff. ls unwilling to accept Smithers?
contention thaet the modes fusne of the Seafarer is an
eagerness to meet physical death literally,

88
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incorporates the loneliness, anxlety and trepidation of
the long trip to the eternal laend, Cynewulf's conclusion

to The Fates of the Apostles 1s 2 useful point of depasrture,

Hu, ic freonda bebearf

11%ra on laa bonne ic sceal langne ham,

eardwic uncug, anp gesecean,

1Rtan me on laste lic, eordan d&l,

wllresf wunlgean weormum to hro®re. {(91ff.)
Io sceall feor heonan,

an,elles far&i eardes neosan,

810 asettan,. nat ic sylfe hwir,

of pisse worulde, Wlc sipdon uncud,

eard ond edel, swe bid alcum menn

nembe he godcundes gastes bruce, (109fF,.)

The trip to hell 1s zlmost invariably assocliated
with water or the ness, but this is not true of the
heavenly journey. BEven 1in a poem where the ness makes its
trailtional appearance, Guthlec's heavenly voyage == itselfl

reminiscent of Chad's death and sscension in Fedets

ficclesigstical History (pp. 204ff,, IV, 3} ~-- ig through
the air:

Swa wWAs Gudlaces gkst pelXded
engla fsa@mum in NProdor « o o

(Gle. (A) 781f.; of, (B) 1306ff.)
The scop further coments that such 2. journey might be
expected by each of the failthful:
Sua soﬁf&stra gawls motun

in cone geard up gestigan
rodera rice . o « o (790ff.)

2
The redenpiive connotation of this phrase is
discussed on p. 46,
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But the heavenly trip is not always deplcted as an

ascension, Maxims I, ii (Hecords III) notes that

Deop deads w#hg dyrne bf@lengest;(?S)
Andrew's final sea journey leads to the heavenly kingdom
and 1s contrasted wlih the Jjaws of hell which consume
the friendless demon, Lenevolent streams fructify the
lglond (Phx. 9, 287) on which the Phoenix dwells and which
is separzted by water from the land of men to the west (2)3
a 1little to the east lie the gates of heaven and the

dwelling of the sun, lifeg tecen (254), the symbol of lifes

brytta. Though the reglons of waler are not mentioned
explicitly on the Journey, the cosmology suggests that the
trip the Phoeniy makes both to the land of men where it meets
death and to the l=nd of the Sun where 1t 1ls eternized is a
voyage over watery regionsg. IHence there is established a
poetic tagls for s passlng to the heavenly home over the
geag, even ln s Christian context,

For an sudlence who appreciate historical rcoferences
to Heremod, Hrothulf, et cetera, a Christlan Lurial for
elther Scyld or Eeowulf would he anachronistic, The
scop asserts thet Christian dead should be buried (1004ff,.),
but Beowulf laments the Lanes?® inability to cremste
Aeschere (2124ff,), BScyld recelves a pagan burial; however,

it is described in & phraseology whilch is not specifically

pagan, At Seyld's death he 1s sald to feran on Frean were

(27), a phrase which ir echoed throusghout 014 ‘nglish



91

poetry and connotatlvely expresses the trip to the heavens
(see p. 46), The concept is later stated in decidedly
Christlian ternms:
Wel bi% b&n be mot
gtter de&gd&ge Drihten secean
ond to FRder fgbmua freoge wilniant
(1B6fFis cf. lgge 114f,)
A Christian audience will sccept & pagen funeral on
historical grounds, but will they apcept a pagnn heaven?
Cynewulf mekes it quite clear that the hinsig"of
the Christisn soul is s solitary journey shrouded in
mystery and that the soul must travel feor heonan so that

when Sc¢yld iz given a gpecifio destinstion with the phrase

hug, bam hlgste onfeng (52) an air of myétery iz added with

the feor gewitan (42) and Men ne cunnon (50). Similax

phrases are used at Grendells death, but bhls destination
is prescribed:

se ellorgast
on feonda weweald fzor siflan (8O7f.)

: 3
and hel onfeng (852).

The Dasnes lake care to provile o fitilng departure
for a Ywarlike and royal" warrlor: the scon practuates

the military splendour by trusiing Scyld's body on garsecg

In the lsument of the lone survivor there ig the
sugegestion that the men hsve travelled wide feran (2261)
and that the armour is unshle to follow.

b
Kl&eber, I, L“ffo, P. 120,
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(49). Other sea terms like leton holm beran (48) and

on flodes ght (42) personify the sea and sugzest natural

and supernatural guidance, and to brimes farozéﬂ(ZB)

carves a pathway along which the funeral ship is to travel.

Nothing is left aerely to chance; the sea unerringly
&

{
-

trangport: the dead to thelr new home.

The dead in gceowulf all find thelr way to the
geag, Though mortally wounded Grendel returns to the
depths to give up his heathen soul, his mother dles
there, Aeschere®s head is found there (though his soul
had previously left the body, v. 1406), the dragon is cast
into the gea, and Beowulf is buried by the sea.

The unceremonions rites éacaréed to the dragon
follow and intensgify the elaborate preparations for
Beownlf's funeral., The puardisn of the tregsure 1s
pushed

ofer wepllclif, Jeton weg niman,é
flod fedhmian fr#twa hyrde, (3132f.)

Ironicelly, the guardian of the hoard iz vuried with no

treasure,; & contrast to both Scyld and Eeowulf, The word

Hythologlcal interpretations visualize Scyld as
a Tertility figure aud say that he 1s here belng returned
to the life-~glving waters from whence he came as a child.
See Chembers, Leowulf, An Introduction, pp. 302ff, and
Xlaeber's notes, p. 123,

6
‘The phrase ieg niman is perhaps an lronle echo of

e e

the very common dead or hilde nimed since the waves conclude
temporal life and wach the evil to the deaﬂsg&g.
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gﬂgian recalls Scyld's burlal, as does Weg niman, and ueg
and flod ara given the conventlonal protectlive person=
ification. The dragon and Grendel are creatures of earth,,
and thelir finsl rest is appropriately in the bowels of the
earthe

Beowulf 1s glven the best of both the pagan and

Christian worlds., liss BEllis quotes from the ¥Ynpllinge Sagas

It was then believed that the higher that the
smoke rose ln the sir, the loftler would his
position be in heaven whose burning it wasi
and the more possessions were burned with him,
the richer he would be, (3oad to Hel, p. 32)

She also remerks that pagan traditions suggest that a
barrow be bullt as a commemorstion of a. favious man,

Fecwulf is buried with coplous treasures {3010f.}, the

Heofon rece swe(slle {3155), and s barrow is quickly erected,

But the funeral itself lg inconsistent wita pagan traditions,.

Flss Ellls notes that creaation was lutended either to
relesse the soul from the body or to corry the dead man
to Othin, Beownlf's soul bas slresdy begun 1lts journey
and his body is agrin referived to as sewlleasne (3033)
before the body is suvbmitted to the flasmes.

Like Tz jan, hls Chrisi-~like deeds can, and
apparently do, save him from pagan oblivion, ihen he dies

h of hg&%re gewat
sawol gecean sogdfmstre dom. (2819f,)

I’).- 320-
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The phrage echoes Andreas 227ff(,.:
Pbone m¥ran hanm,
bar sag}&str& sawla moton
after lices hryre lifes brucan.
Furthermore, the word 3d§ﬁﬁst appears so frequently in

Andreas, Guthlac, BXxodus, and a host of other poems each

time referring to the Christian feithful who are to snjoy
the blies of heaven that it would be lmpossibie to
dissociaste the word from its ususl mesning.

ut why is ceowulf®s wmonument hullt by the sea?
Its purpose, ag beowuil stated 1t, was » remilnder for
seefarers who might look upon it

%% %% brentingas
ofer rloda genipu feorran drifagds, (2807f..)

Wiglaf reporis these wilsheg and sdog ak eulogistic

wigend Wecﬁﬁfullest {3099}, an addition one might

expect from the same man who distorted the facts of the
dragon filght to glorify nis drihten (2877ff o) e weowulfl's
only poersonal 'praise? was a soul=searching {2732-2743)

An preparation for his meetiug wlth the Judee of man's
deeds =- & preparation, one might 2dd, not at all necessary
in a pagen Scandlinavian tradition. The monument is meant
to recall Tor seafarers the glorlous deeds of Leowull,.

& Tunction similar o the commewor:tive churches in

Andreas and ilene, (he barrow 1s a fittlng reminder of the
selfless noble whose life's struggles purged the sea-

paths g0 that men might pass safely. It 1s no pagan
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memorial deslgned merely to glorify the dead.

Eut all of these conslderatlons assume more
significant proportions when placed in their over-all
014 Fnglish poetic context, Beowulf's encounter with the
dragon was religiously performed for the good of his
peoples In each of the contests by which he purges the
waters -~ the Breca eplsode, his fight with Grendelt®s
mother, and, impllicitly, hils introductory speech -~ the
seafarers for whom he risks his life sre not Jjust gome
men nor are they actual sailors, but Christians traversing
the gymbolic seas of life. With a Christ-like herolism
beownlf pursues the figurative powers of derkness even
into the hellish subterranean realms. Hence he is
appropriately entombed upon the Hronesnds (2805, 3136) to
remind the Christlan seafsrers who feorran drifagythat the
ggggg is also the hwilweg beset with demonic snares,
srnares impatlent to fetter the unwary. The apparent
dejection with which Deowulf concludes is similar to the
closing of Plers Plowmans in each case the appearance of
pessimism is dlspelled by the victory enjoyed by the
protagonist, The Christian struggle 1ls 8 perszonal one,
but  one not without hopes. By followlng the Christ-like
example provided by a Beowulf, one can Jjourney successfully

ofer lifes weg to be numbered among lthe so%%&st.




CONCLUSTON

Because of the thematic continuity within 0ld
English poetry no Anglo-Saxon poem will yleld its full
meaning when it 1s studled without regard to its context
within the Anglo-Saxon poetlie canon, The validity of such
2 statement is rooted in the hypothesis thet through 1ts
continuous use in extant poetlie documents a word can
accunulate connotative significance which will color its
meaning in subsequent and even apparently novel contexts,.
4 phrasse like godes andsacse or fah wﬁéigad, for example,
is primarily applied to hell«dwellers and must necessarily
designate as evil Grendel or any individusl to whom it is
applieds similarly, @ variation of on godes wire suggests
Divine protection and redemption,. whereas ferma:apgroximating
deagéele (e.g. Grendel's deabwle) evoke thoughts of the
hellish.

From thls concept of thematic continulty it is
possible to trace the image of the earthly exile through
two ancestral sources. The flrst flows through Lucifer,
Cain, Cham, Grendel, Grendel's mother, and the generations
of demons who roam the earth hoping to begulle the Christisn.

Such beings live in perpetual exile from man and ﬁrihten,

96
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Conversely, there are the exlles separated from Paradise

by Adem's sin, who yearn to return, and whose life on

earth 1s & sorrowiul, though temporary, sojourn. Their
lineage extends through Adem repentant, Noah, Moses, the
Jewlsh people who follow Noses, Andrew, Guthlac and beowulf,
The terms by which they are described at first merely deplet
the wanderer bereft of the joys of heaven, but the luage of
the seafarer when used in a Christian eontextl soon becomes
identical with such & man. At the end of the sea jJjourney
which is his 1life there awalts the gcan ham and lifes brytta,
Just rewards for the sﬁgﬂggtm For evil beings there are

the welling waters and,/or the consuming flames, the geggselew
beneath the sesa's floor..

The loyealty each member of the Anglo-~Saxon soclety
owed to his lord was readily translated 1nt§ Christlan terms.
The tripartite driht expressed in such words as morbres
brytta (the lord of hell), ginces brytts (the earthly lord),.
lifes brytta (the Lord of heaven) is central to large
sections of 0ld English poetry. HMention of one level of the
driht automatleally assoclates 1t with ancther.‘ When the

Wanderer sorrows over the loss of hls glnces brytts the

1

The elegliac imagery and the importance of the sea
in such poems as T%g Wife's Lement and The Husbend's
Megsage do not quallfy them as objects for the present study
because the sea ls here merely a barrier or a rogsdway.
Without & Chrlstlan context there is no demonstrable basis
for symbollc meaning.
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audlence reflects that the loss of one's lifes brytta is
the only true cause for griefy this response is relnforced
by the ubl sunt Tormulse with which the poem concludes.
The demonic halls of Beowulfl are plgces of death, and all
Christians know that the perfection for which the earthly
uinsele, Heorot, was intended is possible only in that
deorsn ham where inig ewinn (And. 888),.

As a vehlcle for Chrlstian thought and instruction

Um

e,

the gea presents a continuous imsge often traceable to
biblical episodes; the Pentateuch serves as s particularly
rich source of guch veiled sallusions, For the Anglo-Saxon
the work of God is manifest in nature. He 18 able to
intervene directly in the life of man by csusing storug
and manipulating the welling of the seas. Destructive
weters are invarisbly personified, but they sct only
apparently as independent sgents. The scop frequently
interposes to remind hls audience of the Ruler of the
Waves, as he does in Geneslg, Exodus, Andreas, BDepwulf,
and as Bede does in hls Ecolesiastical History. Demonic
agents too exert some control over the elements, though
thelrs is invarisbly a destructive 1nf1uence.z The wvery

presence of such creatures troubles the waters in Beowulf.

2

Woolf, "The Devil in 0ld English Poetry",. 97,
discusses the apparent parsdox of Divine and disbolic
influence over the elements.
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In Juliana (478ff,) the devil reluctantly admits that

he does stir the depths of the sea In order to drag men

to the halls of hell; Bede (Ecclesiastical History, p. 58,
I, 17) nakes a similar comment, However, the powers of
good inevitably prevall since

God ea%e m¥g
heagolﬂgendum, helpe gefremmane. (And. 425f.)

In this Christ-centred universe, the Christian
knight is deplcted ss a Christ-like hsro who lives the
life of Christ and whose deeds echo His. Such an lmitation
is evident in nmany of the storlies which constitute Ledels

ccleglastical History, in parts of Beowulf, in much of
Andreas, and to some extent in Guthlac.

Frequently the waters symbolize redemption and
baptism by carrying the evil to the demonlc depths, thereby
rurging the land and providing s new home for the virtuous.
In each case the symbolism iz sugmested by familliar images
and thelr assoclative significance, This is entirely the
case in Genesls; Exodus adds an expliclt directive for the
audience to look beneath the surface meaningj Andress
containg 0ld Testament allusion, Juxtaposes the deluge and
baptismal waters, and casts Andrew in a&an obvious imitation
of Christ. Beowulf differs from the others because 1t is
& secular deplction of the struggle between good and evil..

Although the scop uses the tradlitional pattern of images and
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New Testament allusion to describe a Christ-like figure,
the waters are not baptismali they house unholy creaturas
and as such are troubled, even hostile, but with the

defeat of evlil they too are pecified,.
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