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PREFACE

The purpose of this little book 18 to provlide an explanation
of Tacitus! epigrammstic and somewhat enigmetic description
of Galba, that he was "omnlum consensu, capax imperii  nisi
Imperasset", In addition I hope that the book will be able
to throw a little more light on the beginning of the period
80 aptly desaribed as " opimum cesibus, atrox proeliils,
discors sedlitionibus, ipsa etliam pace saevum," The text
used was that of Ihm (1908),

I owe a debt of gratitude to Professors A.G, McKay
and H,L., Tracy for their valuable assistance and especially
to Professor D.M. Shepherd, at whose suggestioﬁ I undertook

this work, and who has gilven me conslderable help in its
' compilation.
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In 101 A.D. however, he contemplated a military carec.
in Britain under Neratius Marcellus, who had glven Suetonius
an appointment as military tribune at the request of rliny.
woonn after, the scholar changed his mind and asked that the
appointment be given to one of his relatives? hy he sought
the position we do not know, though the army may well have been
the career his father expected him to follow, If it was mevely
a step in his equestrlan career, it does not help us to ascertain
the exact date of hls birth, since there is no evidence regarding
the age at which the first procuratorship was obtainable or
generally sought. Froa now on, however, he seems to have
devoted hiaself to research and writing, and in ¢,105 4.D, his
first book is eagerly awalted by Pliny:o The latier makes his
final appearance as a friend of Suetonlus In a letter to Trajan
dated 111 or 112 A, Jg in whieh he begs the emperor to grant hils
friend the jus trium libe rorgg, since his marriage had been
childless, Trajen graclously qgreed! Prom another wrlter we
learn that Suetonius was ab_epis gglig uﬂder Hadrian and that
probably in 122 A.D. he and Septlcius Clarus, the praetorian
prefcct§ were summorily dismissed by theemperory because they
did not treat the empress, Labina, with sufficient ceremony.
Suetonius has thus reached one of the highest posts in the
imperial ecivil service, with the result that through his hands
passed the wnole of the lmperial correspondence.’é

9.  Pliny Ep. II1I.8.3 Vid, Macé,b64=66,

10, Pliny Ep. V. 10, Macd (94=99)thinks it was the
De Viris Illustribus.

il. Pliny Ep,X.9%. Vid. Macé,76.

12, Vid, chap., 14.3.

13, Pliny Ep. X. 94,95,

1%, Spartianus Hist. Aug.(Vita Hadr,1ll)uses the later
title magister epistularum.

15, Vig, hattingly Imperdal Civil Service of Rome,08;
L, Van't Dack, Yo A studils a bybliothecls'y Histor

(1963), 177 ff.

v1a, Matitingly, Clt. 7 £f; Greenidge,

man_ Public Life,

}...I
O
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He received reports from provinelal governors, dispa
from military commenders, petitions Lrom the provinces, and the
replies to all of these,’ We cannot be certain whether he
had speclal access to the imperial archlvesy but it scenms
likely, cspecially since he often quotes from the letters of
Augustuo /9

Johannes Lydus 1nforas us that Suetonius dedicated
his De Vitae Caesarum to oeptiuiugjaho was one of Pliny's
intimate§uand probavly an old friend who had perhaps helped
Suetonius to obtain his position, From thnls dedication we
may infer that the work was published between 119 and 121 A.D.,
while Septicius held the praetorian command.

Incidental details have been supplied by fragments of
an inscription from Hippo Regiuszzwhich informs us that Trajan
made Suetonius a member of the Jury panels and that he held two
minor sacerdotal appointmeants prior to his major civil service
<appointment, After his dismissal, however, when he presumably
left the court, his life becomes a complete mystery. Certain
letters of Fronto ‘cite a Tranguillus, and Teuffel has deduced
that by the date these letters were written, after 161 A,D.,
Suetonius was Qead, but this is merely conjectural.

Ho Ay bande.J“has recreated the possible militsry career
of Suetonius in conjunction with that of Pliny. He goes on to
give a plausible delineabtlon of Suetonius' subsequent career
in the clvil service, and makes speclsl note of the hlgh rank
of ab_epistulls which Suetonius achleved., But even this account
ends with Suetonius' dismissal,

17. Macé, 94=95.

18, Aug. M0,42,51,etc,

19. De Magistratu 2.6, _

20. Cf. Spartisnus Hist.Aug.(Vita Hade., 9.5,11.3,15.2)

21, Pliny Ep. I.1,1%3;I1,9;Y11,23;VIII.1,

22, E.Marec and {d,G,Pflaup,"Mouvelle Inscription
sur la carriére de subfone, 1'historien,"
C.R.A T (1952) 76.CF, Della Garte, gezogig Eggeg
Romenus, 5 £f,

23, ad Amlcog 1,13,

24, Teuffel=Schwabe,History of Romen Litersture,1890,

25."Suetonius in the Civil Service under Hadrlan,"A.J.Ph.
LXV (19%k), 133 ff. vid



We do possess more definite information regarding the
voluminous writings of -uetonius. In additlion to the
De Vita Cazesarum, considerable portions of the Dg Viris
Illustribus, lives of poets, philosophers, orators etc.,

y \ ‘ 26
are extant. Besides these works suetonlus wrote several more,

the titles of which suidas has preserved, A full List nhas
been compiled by Macéf’which though partially conjectural,
still gives us an ided of the breadth and scope of Suetonius!
literary activities, . , i
De Vita The De Vita Caesarum is 2 series of biographles

Caesarum dealing wlith the lives ¢f Julius Caesnry and
the emperors from Augustus to Domitien, It
is divided into eight books, the Lirst six regounting the Lives

‘of individual rulers from Caesar to Nero, the seventh book

i3

those of the lnterlm emperors, Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, the
eighth book those of the Ilavian emperors, The work is, complete
except for the first page or two of the Diwvus Julius wihich,
according to Johannes Lydusiscontained a dedication to Septiclus
Clarus and almost certainly an account of Caesar's legendary
descent irom Venus and Anchilses, In addition it must have
included a nuumber of portents and omens concerning Caesar's
future gréatness (these invariably accompany the birth of an
emperor in Suetonius) and a description of his childhood and
educationa, As 1t stands, the Divus Julius begins,"Annum agens

sextum decilmum,® an abrupt beginning which is not at all in
keeping with the rest ol the Lives. I'nis is espsmceiasiy strange
since therc would be no lack of naterial for Caesar's early
Life, '

The Divus dJulius, for its flrst forty-four chapters,

is narratival, following a strict, chronologlcal pattern,

26, Tor these fragments and refer.nces to others vid.
puetonli praetey Caesarum libros religuise, ed,

Reifferscheid: oSchanz, Geschichte rémische Litteratur,

IaVeY £3.0

rd
529 i,

27. Macé, 355,
28, De ilagistratu 2,6,
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Then comes a description of Caesar's appearance, mode
of life,a per gpeciles account of his virtues and vices, culminating
with the final Jjudgement of hls fellow Romans, in chapter
seventy-six, " praegravant tamen cetera facta dlctaque eius,
ut et abusus dominatione et iure caesus existimetur.," The
scheme 1s explained by the author in Aug. 9.

A simlilar pattern 1s followed in the subsequent Lives,
Each begins with a discussion of the emperor's famlly background,
a round of portents and a brief description of the emperor's
early life and career before his accession. This firgt part
is chronological, but the relgn which follows is recounted
under various rubrics, such as wars,administration, legislation,
virtues, and vices, A description of the emperor's appearance
completes this section. The death scene, which is not at all
the dramatlic finale one finds in Plutarch, 1s preceded or
followed by what ls often a third serlies of portents, which
form an integral part ofwany of the Lives. This general scheme
1s adhered to throughout with only minor modifications.

Suetonius deals much more fully with the Jullo=Claudlans,
especially with Caesar and Augustus, than with thelr successors.
In the case of Galba, Otho, Vitellius and Tiltus thelr brief
tenure of office makes thils understandable,; but one would have
expected lengthier accounts of the reigns of Vespasian and
Domitian.

Macé considered that the fragmentation of iInformation
one finds 1n Suetonius was due to his training as a gram@agicusfq
Certainly the Epaminondas of Cornellus Nepos exhlbits a very
similar stylefo Our author assembles facts and anecdotes, and
makes no overt Judgement himself, except perhaps:in the ocase
of Caesar?' Only from hls cholce of material may we attempt
to deduce the author's point of view,

294 Macé, 5"’!’.
30, W. Schmldt, Romanity of Suetonius in Biography,llk.

3i. Julius. 76.

ix,



His method 1ls well-described by Ausoniugj who writesy
"Suetonius olim nomina, res gestas vitamgque obiltumque pereglit",
There is no psychologlcal analysis or appreclation of motive,
no moralization. Plutarch, on the other hand, strives for
and obtains a vivid moral deplction of his characters: he
seeks to instruct in ethlics and his historical Interest 1s
subordinate, .

Suetonlus' piecemeal structure falls to demonstrate
any gradual development of charaetef, and his unsatisfactory
chronolcgical system makes 1t quite lmpossible for the reader
to reconsbtruct such a development for himselfl, Neo account 1s
given of prevailing historical conditions, TFor this we
must turn to Tacitus, or perhaps Plutarch, Thus 1t is more
difficult for us to appreclate the reasons for many of the
actions of the emperors, I am convinced myself that Galba's
parsimony was mainly motivated by necessity. The imperial
coffers were emplty. Suetonlus, then, falls to create accurate
representations of hils emperors, perhaps because he "eoncelved
of character as a wholly statie and immutable thing"z9 Instead
we are provided with a wealth of detalls and left to our own
devices., Peter rightly says "Sueton hat Keinysinheitliohes
‘Characterbild eines Kaisers zustande gebracht". Similarly,
in describing the physical characteristies of the emperors,
Suetonius follows the anclent pattern which is not satisfactory
to the modern readerj " 1l a cherché' non proprement & eévoquer
le physique de ses personages, mals & en composer un portrait
qui conforme & leur caractére et qul corrobordt ailnsl l'etude
morale."ag

32. De XII Caesaribus, ed. relper,183.
33 rsheThe Relgn of Tiberius,l2,says this of Tacltus.
3%. Geschichtl. Litt. II,328,

35, J, Coulssing " Suetone Physionomiste dans les Vies
des Douze Césars," R,E.L, XXX1(1953),23% ff,
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verhaps the most Suetonian tralt is his intereot in
omens and portents, ‘He was by nabure oﬂP@T&ﬁlﬁiOﬂS, and not
at all infiﬁenced by the scepticism of such Rowmen intellectuals
as Clcero. To him Caesar, no less than Agamemnon, was gullty
of overweening pride 1n that he choge to ignore the many signs
of impending dlsaster and would let nothing Interfere with his
plans, Galbe was confirmed in his deslgns by a striking and
seemingly bad omen, a mule foaling. A dream led him to adopt
Fortune as hils patron goddess and she foretold his endfo Like
Caesar, he was warned on the morning of his deatﬁ: but he was
equally incapable of averting destiny, Suetonius was a
fatalist, and with painstaking care he collected a vast quantity
of signs and portents which heralded the fubure greatness ovr
imminent doom of his protagonists. In this respect he rivals
the miracle-mongering chroniclers of the Middle Ages,

Suetonius has been described as a prurient scandal=-
monger:2 Perhaps, to the modern mind, he does show an unnatural
bent towards the seamler side of his subjects! lives, In
this respect, however, Suetonius was a product of his time.

The Romans of his day, no less than the Athenians of the fourth
century B.C,, had turned their interest from politlcs to the
indlvidualy, and for similar reasonsj they were politlcally
impotent. They, llke the Athenlans before them, revelled in
personal anacdote:'3 Suetonius complied with thelr taste,

There was,in fact, a general movement in historlography
at this era, culminating with Suetonius, towards blography,
so that it was natural that the greatest attentlon should be
paid to personalities, who In the historian's judgement, were
the prime movers of eventsf4

36, Cf. Pliny Ep. I.18, 37, Jul. 77.
38. Chap. 4. 39. ibid.
40. Chap. 18, %1, Chap. 19.

42, J.W. Duff. A Literary ilistory of Rome in the
Silver Age, 508,
43, For the origins of blography at Rome %id. Stuart,

Epochs of Greek and Romen Bilography, chaps.7,8.
Y4, 8,G. Daitz, "Tacitus® technique of character portrayaL "
A.J.Ph. LXXXI (1960), 30 £,




For the history of this period we are deeply indebted
to Suetonius for filling nany.oi those gaps in our knowledge
left by Tecltus and others, Ile collected a vost amount of
mateyial; sifted 1t, and presented the modern historian‘with‘a
far wider background than he could possibly have possessed
without the De Vita Caessruiile Yet it issoon evident that he

did not possess the breadth of Tacltus, nor the psychological
insight to describe the character of an individual in a single
sentence, to summarize the relevant political situation In a
paragraph. Occasionally he is guilty of carelessness, especlally
in his system of chronologff which leaves ‘asuch to be desired,

He usually informs us of the date of an emperor's birth, accession
or death by naming the consuls of that year:édescribing important
cvents, or sometimes by both meaﬂsi7 sut by deliberately

avoiding the annalistic style of narrative and by grouping his
facts according to subject matter rather than tlue-sequence, he
makes 1t quite impossible té date with any certainty the

important events which took place, in the Galba we only know
very vaguely when the future emperor governed Lquitania or

tirica, or when he went to Germany. Other sources must provide
this information.

The style of Suetonius 15 wainly characterized by 1ts
brevity:%but it 1s not the epigrammatic brevity of Tacltus,
Suetonius alms rather at stating as such as possible in the
simplest manner, using participles more freely than any other
Latin author, In this way he avoids numerous subordinste
clauses, but he lacks the roundness of Cleero and the mordant
conciseness of Tacltus, tils style is plain and natursl,
totally lacking in rhetorical artifice, A1 though he did employ
metrical clausulae, he was never afrald of spoiling the symmetry
by bringlng in verbal citations, so that we possess parts of
many of Augustus' letters which a metliculous stylist would not
have included,

45, B.g. Galbe 23; Qbtho 113 Vit.19; Tit.1ll.
4“6, Cf, Galb. 4; Qtho 2; Vit. 3.

“W. ¢f. Vesp. 2.
14*8, Mace", 569 96g 379
' xii,



The judgement of P,Petiégis,l feel,sound and enlightening.
Par sa prédilection pour les détails révélateurs et pilttoresques,
sn chronologie flottante et ﬁegligéeg son indifférence aux
problémés de la Kgranded) histoire, sa recherche exclusive de
1'homme dans le grand houme, ume>composition artificielle,; sans
rapport avec les exigences d'une meéthode explicative, Sudtone
n'est pas un historien: mais 11 travaille comme un excellent
historien: documentation poussée, transcription de pléces
officielles, détails précls et rapprochements suggestifs,
impartialité et esprit critique (allant parfols jusqu'd la
malveillance), m8me envers les plus grands, comme César, choix
de détalls frappents, et méme scandaleux, tels sont les aspects
du talent de Suétone, que les modernes mébrisent parfols parce
que sa vision ne s'éléve guere, mals dont 1ls recueillent avec
soin les reseignments originaux, Contrairement & tous les
derivains de son temps 1l ne tombe jamals dens la vhetoriques
sa phrase est simpley mals le vogabulalre riche et prééis:
certalnes scénes et portraits sont des oevres dfarth, '

Since the Julio=Claudian dynasty had coue to an end with
Galba  the death of Nero, Suetonius felt compelled to nolte this

with a number of omens which introduced the continuation
oi the series,

‘hereafter the Vita Galbae followed the normal pattern,

Galbal's deseent and birth are described together with the
accompanying signs, after which OSuetonius gives us an account
of Galba's career. While in .paln, Calba recelved several
portents which predicted his elevatlon, and upon Nero's death
he becomes emperor, His reign is briefly dlscussed befcre a
third series of portents herald his downfall, The praetorian
revolt occurs 4 and talba is assassinated. The book ends wilth

a description of the emperor's person and habits.

L9, Guide de l'étudiant en Histoire Ancienne, 87-88,

50 Cf. Calig. 8,
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Galba is perhaps denigrated by Suetonius wnore than any
other empefor, malnly by allusions, suppressions snd minor
alterations, while Otho is treated wilth a little mure lenience
than he deserves, - incitus and ’1utﬂrch inform us thﬂt Galba
was descended from a noble sad rich family. ouetonius agree;:
but immediately afterwards he stigmatizes the emperor by
degscribing his cruel, avaricious =zncestor, Servius Sulpilcius
Galba, the "buteher of Lusltania', and the latter's grandson,
who was one of the conspirators against Caesar, The intimation
is tiat the family characterlstics were cruelty, .avarice, treason
th treachery. Suetonius glosses over the fact that Galba
prided himself wore in his relationship to Quintis Patulus,
whose reputation for viritue and integrity was second to none.
finally Suetonius mentions Galba's grandfather, a political
nonentity, and his fathery, who was a huachback,
5‘ Tacitus and Plutarch state that Galba ruled Africa
well, suetonius agrees, so presumably he used the zame or
similar soggces, But he then deplets Galba as the lackey
of Claudius and proceeds to remark upon his gaevitila. This

quality and his pobilitss animi are Galba's main characteristics.
While Otho "provinciam administravit quaestoriuz per decem

annos moderatione atque abstinentia singulari," the author

states that Galba "per octo annos varie atque inaequaliter
provinclam rexit§ primo acer et vehemens et in coercendis quldem

delictis vel immodicus,..

5L. Cf, Della Corte, 93201t. 122£%,
52, Hist. I.1l6j

53. Galba. 3.1l.

54, Chape2.l.

55. Cf, chape.3.l; Plut.Galb.3.

56, Tac.disteI.49; Plut.Galb.3.2,
57. chap. 7.1,

58. Otho. 3.2.

59. Chap.9.1: cf. chap. 12.1.

Xiv,



That Vinius and Laco destroyed the aged emperor Tecltus
openly avows?)and Plutarch agrees that Gslba suffered injustice
on account of Viniusf’ Suetonlius, however, openly censures
the emperor for belng such a dupéﬁand blames him for the
rebellicus state of the Rhine legicns, demonstrating his
ignorance of the genersl military dissatlsfaction on the northemm
froatier, This was caused mainly by Nero's indifference
towards his troops, “ hé practice of permanent camps, and the
excessive duration of wmilitary commdnds under that emweror,

Galba was a disciplinarian, but whereas Tacltus ppeak
admiringly of the emperor's statement that he chose soldiers,
he dld not buy them, Suetonlus states that his action in not
paying the donatlve merely emblitered the soldlers throughout
the empirefé Suetonius was,of course, correct, but he might
have Informed us that Nero had led the state to the verge cof
bankruptcy:7so that the payment of a huge donative might well
have been lmposslble, It is surely pogslble that Galba was
not so lncompetent as a statesuan, Tacitus 1is quite ine
congistent in this resgect, While attempting to deplct Galba's
mobilitas animl and give a general picture of the emperor as
kind,honest, a good soldler,but a political nonentity, in Galba's
speech on his adoption of Piso he showsusaman full of political
sagacity.é&

60. Hist., I.6.

61, Galb. 17.1.

62, Chap, 1h.2.

63. Henderson,Civil Wan and Rebellion in the Roman
Empire,2, of. Tac.Hist.I.%,8,9; Plut.Galb.I.3.

6%, Chaps$.7.2,9,19.2.

65. Hist. I.18,

66. Chap. 16..

69, Vid, cha

i
i® e ath i

68. Hist., T.1l




If the lives of Galba =nd Otho are not treated guite as
objectively as those of the other emperors, the Life oi Otho“
may give us the reason, Sugtonius Laetus, the author's father,
‘served os o wmilitary tribune under Otho and admired him greatly.
lle would automatically exonerate Otho, and even jJjustify his couﬁ?
The young suetonlus wonld thus nurture a partisan feeling for
Otho, and would be at least a little antagonistic towards Galba,
the emperor whose position Otho had usurped, He continued to
follow his system of using now a favourable source, nou an
unfavourable one, =nd in this respect he vemained unblassed,
but by means of innuendo he still managed to defame Galba
somewhat,.

When Galba came to the throne he was = tired old man
of seventymone:'perhaps drained of what 1little strength he still
possessed by a tumor on his sidé? He weas an aristocrat, proud
of his heritagé? a fine governor and soldierz43nd.could have made
‘a fine euperor had he come to the throne earliers Yet he
might have saved the situation as 1t was, by a more sensible
cholce of successor, or by paying the donative to the prasetorlans
and promlsing to pay the rest. The drain on the exchequer
would have been tremendous, but it might have prevented the
even greater stralns imposed by the civil wars. dad he acted
thus, the Phine legions might have been satisflied with thelr
donative =nd night have forgotten that they had been snubbed
after defeating Vindex, The legions, however, were ripe for
rebellion, and would have devised another pretext. herefore
Galba, misadvised and deceived by his subordinates, snd forced
in error by his stubborn pride, was the final, but by no means
major, cause of the civil wars and rebellions which followed
his death,

69, Chap. 10,

70. Qtho. 12.2,

71 Ci, chap.23.

72. Chap.2l,

73. Chap. 23 Flut.Galb.3.1.
7%, Chaps. 6,748,
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We are informed by Josephdg’that several writers dealt

Sources  with the events of the Galban period. 7‘Tacitus refers

- to the lost works of C, Plinius Secundus, Vipstanus
Messala and Cluvius Rufus. The latter lq also cited by
flutarcne It has been shown by Godolphln that Tacitus and
Plutarch did not rely upon one main source, Pliny the Eklder, as
Fabia thought, but rather upon two, Cluvius *»ufus being the
second, He also argues that Tacitus would adhere more closely
to the accoﬁnt of Pliny, since thelr backgrounds were similar,
as was-thelr approach to history, Plutarch, on the other
hand,would be inclined to favour Cluvius Rufus lnasmuch as
both of these writers aimed to instruct in moral precepts.
Tacitus and ~lutarch do, however, show an underg?anding of
the sltuation prior to and during the civil wars which Suetonius
by no aneans shares, He was neither historian nor moralist-
biographer, but a writer of memoirs,

It appears unl%?ely that Suetonius followed Taclitus
very closely, 1f at all, for in .laces he quite contradicts
him9 omits much th-t Tacltus comsiders necessary, or inserts
material which 1s foreign to him, A number cf incildents,
such asg the treatment of Galba's hes d, Tacitus would omit as
indelicate and unimportant,

75. Bell Tud. IV.9.2,

76, Hist. II1.285 Ann. XIII.20,

77. Hist. III, 25,

78. Ann. XIII.20; XIV.2.

79. Qtho. 3.

80. "The Sources of rlutarch's Thesis in the Lives of
Galba and Ctho", A.J.Ph.LXI (1935), 324ff,

81, Cf. vlut. Galb.l; Tac.Hist.I.5,6.

82, Mace, 375.

83, Qtho 6.3; Tac.dist.I.37.

84, Eg. Ctho's explanation of his conduct to the Senate
after Galba's death, Qtho.7.

85, chap. 20,

xvii,



Neverthe. less the numerous passages which bear g
striking resemblance to passages in Tacltus or Plutarch?argue
plausibly for a common source, or sources, which would be Pliny.
the Ilder, according to Macé:7who follows Fabla,

Suetonius would also make use of a number of subsldiary
sources to supplement the pauclty of blographical detail to
be found 1n 2 historical work, ile clearly consulted the
sulpiclan family recordgﬁand quite probably the Ag¢ta Fratrum

Arvalium and the records of other priestly colleges, besides

the varlous imperial and public gommentarili and gg&g.q In
addition, soldiers who had been with Galba in spain or elsewhere
could have provided buetonius with much informationy if only
hearsay, and some may even have witnessed Galba's accesslon or
his death, ¥Finally, the author's own father, hoving taken

part in the c¢ivil wars, would be well informed about the period
and 1its personalltles snd would certainly have discussed them

in the presence of and Llater with his son,w

86, Mace, 428,

87, 1bid. 368, Ci. Hardy, xiii ff.

88, Chaps. 2.3l

89, Mace, 188 ff, Ci. Doissier, Tacitus snd other Roman

pLUALeS
90. Vid. Otho. 10,
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Commentary,

CHAPTER ONE,

Progenles Caesarum in Nerone defecit: this is the first
occasion that Suetonius begins a "Life" with anything but the
orlgin of the Emperor concerned, The end of the Jullio-Claudian
dynasty and the resultant chaos caused him to preface his
Life of Galba with an introductory chapters,

Nero neither produced nor adopted an helr, and he is
described by Dio (apud Xil,, LXIII,29) as the last of the
Aeneadae and of the line of Augustus, When adopting Piso, -

Galba declares, "sub Tiberio et Galo et Claudio unius famililae
quasl hereditas fulmus: loco libertatlis erit quod eligl coepimus,
et finita Iuliorum Claudiorumque domo optimum quemque adoptio
inveniet, "(Tac,iist.I.16,1), The gens Tulla ended with

Galus, son of Germanicus and Agrippina, since Claudius, the

son of Drusus, had not been transferred to the gens Iulia, as
had his uncle, Tiberius, and his brother, Germanicus, Both
-Claudius and Nero were, however, connected with the geng ITulia
by female descent (Claud.ls; Nero l: the famlly tree is gilven in
Syme, ReRoy appehdix IIT), and took the cognomen Caesar, apparently
as part of a set policy; ef., C.A.H.,X, 667,

compluribus quidem sienig: signa and omina preface the
descriptions of the birth, accesslon and death of each of Suetonius'

twelve emperors. For his suverstitions beliefs vid. Introduction,

Livise: Livia Drusilla, daughter of M.Livius Drusus
Claudienus and wife of Tiberiuns Claudlus Nero by whom she had
Tiberlus, the successor of Augustus, The young Octavian became
enamoured of her and by means of hils triumviral powers he compelled
her to divorce her husband (38 B.C.) although she was pregnant
withDrusus, the future father of Claudius, who succeeded Callgula,
He then married her, and she outlived him, dying in 29A.D. (Tib.
513 Tac.égg,v}l). - Suetonius remarks that Augustus "dilexit et
probavit unice et perseveranter," (Aug.62.2). She bore Augustus
no children (fug.63.1). Livia was Galba's patroness,

1.



and left him a fortune, though he would not have received 1t
t111 Caligula's reign (Chap.5.2: Calig.16), Galba was devoted
to her memory and struck many coins in her honour (Mattingly, '
ReL.C.yI.197), |

Velentanum: (sc.praediuvm, estate). Vell, a toun
nine miles north of the capital, was sgituated close to uhe _
modern village of Isola Farnesey the site of a medleval fortress,
It was the strongest town of the Etruscan confederacy but was
captured by Camillus in 396 B.C. (Dion,Hal,II.543XII415), having
caused Rome much trouble (Plut.Cam.23Livy I.153V.2), The
touwn, surrounded by ravines and accessible only on the west,
lay near to the Via Clodia, Vuleca, one of 1ts celebrated
sculptors (Pliny N,H. XXXV.137), furnished stntues for Jupiter's
temple on the Capltal, The statue of Apollo now in the Museo
di Villa Giulia at Rome was sculpted by a member of Vulca's
school, Veli was chosen as an imperial residence on account of
its healthy climate and waters, its proximity to the Via
Clodia and Rome. Cf, Dion,Hal.XII.frg.2l; Nissen, Italienische
Landeskunde,IT.357 £ff. A survey of the ruins of the estate is
provided by Gell, Topography of Rome and its Vieinity, 436.

gallinam albam: cf. Tib.,l4.25 Pliny N H.XV.136ff, White
hens were supposedly sterile (Columella VIII.2,7).Cf, the
French "Le Fils de la poule blanche,"

Lauri: the Bay tree or sweet Laurel, was connected with
the cult of Apollo, and was the tree of expiation and purification
(Pliny N,H.XV.135,138), In the "triumph" the laurel adorned
the victorious general (cf. Caesar,B,C.,III,7L.33Tac.Ann.II.21)
to symbolize purification from blood-gullt, According to
Pliny (N H.XV.137) this partlicular custom is traced back to
Augustus, The house and portraits of the ancestors of the
triumphator were also decorated with laurel (ibid.l27) as a
sign of honour, glory and peace, so that fliny (1bid.1l33) calls
it pacifera. In addition 1t was a sign of poets and minstrels
(Ovid MeteT.557,0tc,) VidoR.E.,XXI,sv. Lorbeer. Much of Galba's




coinage shows him with head laureate, partially, at least,
for propagenda purposes, It symbolized victory and peace,
VideMattinglys; R.I,Ce Iy 202 etcs

placulsset: so, too, in Dio(XLVIII), but Pliny (M.H.XV.
136) states that the haruspices grdéred 1t.

"ad Gallinag'":"The Hen Roost", A freched hall and
a statue of Augustus were the main discoverles.  The landséape
painting in the hall is uniqué, and bears no resemblance to
the idyllic style of Hellenistic art (S.Aurlgemma, The Baths
of Diocletian and the Museo Nagzionale Remalns. 131). Jliny
Neile XV, 140), and Dio(locecit) describe the death of the chilckens
and the laurel, The custom of so naming a house was qulte

coumon (Jordan=iiuelsen ,Lopography of Fome, 374%) and many modern
citles could show similar examples (Ashby and Fell;Via ¥Flaminia',
T Re8.,X1(1921),145). Domitian was born in a house called
"od Melug Pupicum" (Domitel,)s '
Aliass Pliny (N H,XV.1l40)states that the emperors
planted those branches of laurel which they had carried during
their triumph,
silva omnls exarult radicitus: signifying the end of
the dynasty.

Caesarum aedes the Templum Divi Augusti on the Palatine
(Calsl, VI 2035,135Aug.55Pliny N i, XIT,9%)s  Livia began it,
Tiberius continued it, and Caligula completed it (Calig.21l3Dio

L1X.7). By Nero's time 1t was known as the aedes Caesarum
because the mewmbers of the Julio-Claudian family were worshipped
there, Destroyed by fire in Véspasian‘s reign 1t was restored
by Douwitian (Marquardt,III”,%68). Vid.Nash,I,537.

sceptrum: the sceptre dates back to the period of the
kings and it remained a relic of heroic times (Virgil Aeneid
X1I1.,206), At Tome it was always a token of triumph and only
carried during the ceremony or In the progessus consularis

during the games,(cf.Juvax;43)q Here the sceptrun is that
held by the statue of Augustus in triumphal dress, i.e. tunica
palmata and ‘foga picta . The triumphator carried, in his

right hand, an lvory sceptre topped with an eagle, and in his
left hand a laurel branch (vid.supra). Cf.Dion Hal, III,61;

Mommsen S8.I.140,425, Livia and Concordia are deplcted holding

-




a sceptre on souwe of Galba's coinage, (Mattingly, R.I,C. I,202),
excussum est: cf, Domit,,15.2 or Shakespeare's

Julius Caesar. II,2.
"She dreamt tonight she saw my statue,

Which like & fountain with an hundred spouts,
Did run pure blood,™
lore Suetonian portents are to be found in Richard
the decond, II,k,

CHAPTER TWO

nullo gradu contingens Caesarum domum: Galba, according
to Plutarch (Galb.3), was somehow related to Livia Augusta,

though he is by no means clear as to the relationship, and he
gained his consulship (vid.chap.6) by means of her influence.
Perhaps rlutasrch meant that Livia Ocellina (vid.chap 3.4),
Galba's stepmother, and Livia Augusta belonged to the same gens.
gontingens: i.e."Sanguine et genere" (Livy XLV.7).
nobilissimus: Tacitus (Hist.I.1l5) portrays Galba's
pride in his lineage from the gens Sulplcla on his father's
side, the gens Lutatia on his mother's side, The family of
Galba was typical in representing the old Rowman nobility
(Juv, VIII.5)C.f'. Syme (R.Rey377), regarding the resurgence of
family pride after 27 B.C, when the principate had become
established, Plutareh (Galb.3) describes Galba as the richest
private person to come to the throne, and later (ibid.29)
he adds that Galba was surpassed by {few Romans in lineage

and wealth, in fact he was in both respects the foremost of

his time, The Galban branch of the gens Sulplcia was a very
wealktny family and Galba's brother had clearly wasted a
substantial inheritance (chap.3.%). Servias Sulplcius Galba
(chap. 3.2) was accused of extortion in Spain (Nepos Cato 3.Y%;
slut, Cato Malor,15) and his depradations there helped to cause

permanent courts to be established (chap.3.2,vid.note on Hispaniam

)



He obviously enriched himself in Spain, which was for
Rome what central and South America later became for the
Spaniards (C,A.H, ,VIII,306 ff,), All metals mined there,
except gold, were worked by private companies(Sutherland,

Ihe Romans in Spain,l07) and since the Galba mentioned above
had a son who was praetor in Spain in 111 B.C.(Broughton,Il,623)
it seems likely that the family possessed mining interests
there, especially as Applan (Bell.iisp.58=«60) states that

Galba was extremely wealthy.,. Another member of the family,
Seoulpicius Galbs, married Licinia, the deughter of P.,Licinius
Crassus Mucianus (Malcovati,Oratorum Romanorum Fragments,205)

so that the family was thus connected with the celebrated
financiers, the Crassi,

The emperor's father married twice, both apparently
good matches, First he married Mummia Achaica (chap.3.h),
the great-granddaughter of Mummius, who sacked Corinth, and
granddaughter of y.Catulus Capitolinus (vid.infra) who, as a
leader of the senate, would possess wealth in addition to his
influence and prestige,. Afterwards Galba's father merried
the beautiful and wealthy Livia Ocellina (chap.3.%), IFrom
nls own family,therefore, Galba inherited & large fortune,
and subsequently Livia Augusta bequeathed yet another fortune
to him (chap.5.2), which he did not receive, however, until
Caligula paid Tiberius' and Livia's legacies in full (Calig.16).

Moreover Galba's own career would naturally lend
itself to the amassing of further wealth in spite of his
honesty. He governed Aquitania for nearly a year,(chap.6.l),
was governor in Upper Germany (chap.6.2), in Africa(chap.7.l)
for two years, and in spain for eight (chap.9.1). Nolwithe
standing his huge fortune, howeven he remained a Roman of the
old stamp, frugal and parsimonious, and quite unlike his
brother Gaius, who was presumably a playboy (chap.3.4).

ut gul statuarum titulis: we have no further evidence
of their exlstence, but Galba would certainly receive a




statua triuuphalis as part of the ornamenta triumphalia he

received for his German gnd African successes (chap.8.1).
Cfe Vit.9.
Guinti Catull Capitolini: Mummia hAchalca, Galba's

mother, was the granddaughter of Catulus (chap.3) in whom
Galba tecok great pride (Plut.Galb.3). The father of Catulus,
wulntus Lutatius Catulus, was consul in 102 B.C, with Marius
(drougﬂton, 1,567) and a victim of the Marisn proscriptions

in 87 B.C. Catulus himself was consul in 78 B.C. (ibid.,I11,85)
and defeated his colleague M, Aemilius Lepidus, who had attempted
foreibly to overthrow the sSullan constitution, in the battle
at the Mulvian Dridge in 77 B.C. cf. C.A.H.,1X,314=316,

He joined in condemning Verres in 70 B.C. and opposed the
Leges Gabinia and Manlia in 67 and 66 B.C, 1In audition

he checkmated the designs of Crassus and Caesar in 69 5.0,
(Flut. Crass.l3.2) and stood agalnst Caesar for the position
of pontifiex maxlmus in 63 5.C,(rlut.Caes.Z.1l). He even

attempted to involve Caesar in the measures to be taken against
Catiline's accomplices (Sall.Cat.W9.1). His antipathy

towards Caesar was so great that the latter felt compelled to
retaliate (Jul.15.1;Dio XXXVII,44,1)., He was an oligarch

of the old conservative type (Cof.H.loc,cit.) and Dio described
him as princeps senatus (Dio XXXVI,13). lils cognomen is

due to his position as commissioner for the restoration of
the Capitol, a position he held from the death of bLulla
onwards (Jut.15).Vid.Cic.I.Verr.I,15,44; Rice Holmes,

The Roman Republic I,134£f;1651f; Syme,R.R.2LEE,

stemma in atrio: the atrium was the court or hall
{sometiues c¢alled aula) of a house. It appears to have heen
square or rectangular in shape, surrcunded with covered or

arched galleries. On the side opposite the zate was the
tablindm, which contained the f£auily archives (Pliny N.hH.
LSV 75Vitruv, VI 4,8),  irom the house at Pompeli it has

been deduced that the tablinum was separated froa the rest



of the atrivm, of which 1t formed an integral part, by a
curtain not a door. The lmagines or lmpresslons, were
originaliy wax masks (Pliny N,i.XXXV,6) connected with
funeral ceremonies,; and they covered the faces of the dead
while they lay in state (Servius.ad Aen. VI.%)., At funerals
actors wore them In imltation of the dead men (Vesp.l9.2j
Pliny locseit.)s These masks or coples, fitted onto marble
busts, were then placed in niches (armaria) along the walls
of the glae (Pliny Ioge.cit.) and under the bust was an
inseription or titulus (LiTy X,7311) giving the name snd deeds
of the person represented, From the sentence "stemmate vero
lineis discurrebant ad imegines plctas®, Duff (Juvenal ,296)
concludes that the lmagines were distinct from the gtemmata,
the latter being a genealoglcal chart (cf. generis tabula,
Juv, VIII.6) which was so called because the names on it were
illuminated with printed garlands, A similar distinction
appears in Seneca (de Ben.,I1I1I.23,2),

An extant lmago is that of C. Norbanus Sorix, an actor
and protegé of Sulla(Plut.Sulla.36.2),whose bronze bust set
on a mmarble pillar is to be seen at Pompell, Bronze apparently
replaced wax as the material usedAfor permanent busts sometime
in the first century B.C.(Bieber,lThe History of tne Greek and
Loman Theater. 165]. - S

The ilmmense length of sowme of these gentillu stemmata
(Nero 37) demonstrates’ the antiquity of this practice of
preserving the imagines of ancestors, but the fact that some

of these pedlgrees,iike Galba's,were traced back to mythologlecal
ancestors, shows that some of the busts, or portraits standing
in place of busts, were imaginary representations. Vid.Juv.
VIIT.LEL3U68Ts Smith,sv, domus,imago; Reli. ,I14214635eyffert,
Dictionary of Classical Antiquities,ch,317,

originem ad lovem referrei: Vespasian ridiculed those
who sought to give the Flavien fawmily a similar background
(Vesp.12).




Pasiphaam; the wife of Minos,King of Cretey and daughter of
lielios, the bun God. ohe was also the gister ol Circe.
By Minos she had Ariadne and Phaedra and other children
(Apoll,Rhod,II1.999ff;0vid Met. XV.50L§Cic., De Nat.Deor.III.19),
In legend she was the mother ol the minotaur, begotten in her
passion for a bull (Virgil Aeneid V1), The family probably
claimed descent from her because she was the Sun God's
daughter, and Galba's ancestor who fought at Cannae is given
a similar lineage (51l.Ital. Pun. VIII), |
It became the Lashion in thefirst century B.Ce, and
probably long before, for distinguished Roman gentes ﬁq claim
a divipne origin; of, Qggaé. - The gens Sulplels, one of Rome‘s
most distinguished gens, clailmed a similarly divine legendary
origin, and Galba took pride in descending from Zeus . and
Pasiphae juét 28 Caesar prided himself in his descent {rom
Anchises and Aphrodite (Smith;sv,gggg Juliasgens Sulpicia).
For tne religious connection Betﬁeeﬁlzeus and Pasiphae vid.
Grimal, Digtionaive de la Mythologie Gre
vasiphae; Plut, Agls.93Cic. Dg'ﬁiv, I,43, For the sacred
marriage of the Queen to the Bullegod at Crossus vid, Frazer,
Ihe Golden Bough,VII,31l., Galbds use of his ancestry for
propaganda purposes would'be an accepbted part of imperial
policy. Cf. Warde Fowler, The Religious Experlence of the
Rowan People, 428 ff,3;L.R. Taylot, The D;vinitv of the Roman
Eumperor, 22% ff..

que et Romaing,sv.




CHAPTER THREE,

1. elogia: inscriptions under the imagines (vid.
supra). Probably a loan word from the Greek £Aeyelov ,
first used by Plautus (Merc3%09), Vid.R.E. .Y ,2440ff;cf.Claud.
1,5;Calig. 2%,3. For examples of elogis vid., C.I.L.,I,188;
A.Ernout, Recuell de Textes Latines Archailgues,l2ii. For
this Information Suetonius clearly consulted the Sulpician

family records,

familiaesi.,e. the branch of the gens oSulpicia with
the cognomen Galba., galbano: galbanum or %@l$ﬁ12} was the
resinous sap of a Syrian plant made into gum, cf. Lucan 1X.916.
A galbeus was a kind of armlet worn for ornamental purposes
or, as here,a bandage. Galba is one of many Roman gognomina
which indicated physical peculiarities, such as Ahenobarbus,
red-bearded (Nero,l). Caesar mentions the king of a Gallilc
tribe named Galba (B,G,II.%.13). The creature referred to
as galba is a sumall worm, the ash-borer, or the larva of an
ash-spinner (Lewis and Short, Latin Dictionary, sv. galba).

2, familiam illustravit: other distinguished members

of the family were P, Sulpicius Servius Galba Maximus, consul
in 211 B.C. without having followed the gursus honorum (vid.
chap.6.1), C. Sulplcius Galba, pontifex in 201 B.C.(Livy XXX.39),
Servius Sulpicius Galba, urban prastor in 187 B.C,(Livy XXXVIII,
Wes LIV, %), C. Sulpicius Galba, urban praetor in 171 B.C.
(Livy, XLII.28,3L), and C. Sulpicius Galba, son of the Galba
described below, cf.ialcovatli, gp.cit. 205,
Servius_ Galba consularis: consul in 1% B.C. with
L. Aurelius Cotta, vid. infra, He was also military tribune
of the 2nd Legion in Macedonla and attempted to stir. up the
troops of Aemilius Paulus and prevent his triumph (Livy XLV.
35 £fy Appian,Bell,Hisp.1X-X1).Cf. Malcovatl, gp.cit.,109.
eloquentissimus: cf.Cic,Brut.82,1273De_orat.I,40.Vid,
Malcovati, gp.cit. 109-110.
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Hispanlam ex praetura optinentem: Servius Galba was
praetor in 151 3.C. and was allotted Hispanie Ulterior when
the TNomans were at wer with the Celtiberians, He invaded

Lusitania and defeated the opposing forces but rashly pursued
them in difficult terrain and lost seven thousand men.

Invading the country a second time he compelled the inhabitants
to sue for peace and after tricking them into laying down

their arms he butchered or enslaved almost the whole population.,
The shameful behaviour of Galba and Lucullus, the consular
commander in the Celtlberian War of 151 B.C., was a major cause
of the establlishment of permanent courts to deal with extortion.
Cato denounced Galba in 149 B.C., but the latter gained an
acquittal by appearing as a suppliant, with his children
accompanying him, Vid.Cic.De Orat. I.5232273Val,Max,VIII.1,.2;
7.1; Nepos.Cabt.3.45.1lut. CatoMaior 15; C.A.H., VIII,L15;3105315;3
3203 Arnold, Studies in Roman Imperisllsm, 123; Mommsen, P, I,
pp. 63ff; Syme, "The spanish War of Augustus", A.J.Ph.,LV(1934),
2933 Wiseman,Roman opain, 22 £fy Sutherland, The Romans in
Spain, 76 ff.

Virdlathini belli: Viriathus was on of the few survivors
of Galba's treachery (vid.supra) and carried on guerilla warfare
for many years. Finally Cn. Servilius Caepio, the Roman
commander, suborned the ambassadors of Viriathus to murder
him (1398.C.), and afterwards subdued his followers (Applan
Bell Hisp. X.603;XI; XII; C.A.H., VIII, 314=316).

neposg: Servius Sulpleius Galba, cousin of Decimus
Brutus (Clc.Fam.Xl.7)and a friend of Cicero. The battle at
Forum Gallorum, where Galba commanded the Leglo iMartla against
Antony (Ap.r.lh,43 B.C.), 1s described by him in a letter to
Cicero (Fam.X.30)., Vid. Appian B.C. III,W5 ff., where the legion
deserted Antony for Octavian, and B,C. IV.11l5, where 1t
perlshed in a naval battle., It was given its name as s
distinction for its bravery (Dio XIV.13).

ob_repulsna consulatus: Caesar put Galba forward for
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the consulship in 49 B.C., but Galba was unsuccessful since
Cato and the Pompelans managed to outmanoceuvre the Caesarian
faction (Hirtius B.G. VIII 50; Mommsen. History of Reme i,
IV, 413 £f; C.A.H., IX,632), The subsequent ill-feeliag
between Galba and Caesar was probably due to tne latter's
policy durlng his dictatorship which alienated Cassius and
others, Galba almost certainly expected the consulship as
part oi the price for his supporty cf. Syme,R.R., 95, But
this enmity was also partially a result of Galba's pride and
presumption’ (Val. Max., VI.2,1L),

legatus in Gallis: cf, Caesar, B,G. III,1-63 Dio
XXX1X,55 XXX VII.u48, Galba was one of Caesar's most important
‘patrician supporters and one of his earliest legates (57 B.C),
vid.Syme, R.R,,673;69., He was entrusted by Caesar with the
task of putting down certain Galbic tribes, a task which he
successfully accomplished (M.Gelzer,Caesar, 105;166).,

- conspiravit: cf. Applan, B,C, II.113, Cicero warned
Antony that he would be Galba's next victiin9 though he
erroneously considered Galba a "fortissimus et constantissimus
civis." (Puil, X III,16),

Pedia Lege: proposed in 43 B.C. by Q Pedius, consul.
in that year (Caesar 3.G. II.2). He was déne of Caesar's
legates (ibld.) and had triumphed in 45 B.Cw (CoIl.L.,%D.50),
but his good=fortune did not last, for he died during his
consulship with Octavian (Applan B,C. IV.6,26). The Pedian
Law was enacted to exile all those who had conspired to
murder Caesar (Vell.Pat,II.69.5; Nerg 3; R.li. XIX,38),

3. avuss C. Sulpieius Galba, mentioned elsewhere
as a historian (Plut.Rom. 17.5; Oros. ¥.23.6),

pater consulatu functus: a C., Sulpicius Galba was
consul suffectug in 5 B.,C. with @ fHaterius (CQI,L,lzp,69)
nd possibly the same C, Sulpicius (Galba) was consul in

£ O
22 A.D, with D, Haterius (Tae.fpn. III,52)., Pliny (W.H. XXXIII.8)
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mentions a C. Sulpicius Galba who makes a youthful effort to
curry favour with Tiberius in 22 A,D, by penalizing those
who kept eating-=houses, This would certainly be Galba's
elder brother, mentioned below, who committed suicide. I%
seems quite possible that Galba's father was twice consul,
unless Galba's brother was fifteen years his senior, Tacitus
further informs us that Galba's father committed suicide in
36 A.D. (bnn.VI.40), though 1t is possible that he was confused
and fell into error.
modicae in dicendo fagultatis
praised by Macrobius (Sat.Il.6.3).
| Y, Mummiam Achaicams ths great granddaughter of
Mummius Achaicus who destroyed Corinth in 146 B.C.(vid.chap.2),
and{prObably related to the Mummius whom Plutarch mentions
as Crassus' legate in the Servile War of 72 B.C.(Crassus 10),
Catuli: Q. Lutatius Catulus Capitolinusj vid.chap.2,
Liviam Ocellinams & similar story is told of'Crates,
the Cynie philosopher, and Hipparchia (Dudley, A History of
Cynicism, 50). . |
Galus: vid. supra,note on pater.
anno.-suo: ise, the yesr in which, as senlor ex~consul,
he might apply for the gortitio provinciases vid, Mommsen,§JII§
251, Tiberius plalinly suspected him of a desire to regain
his squandered fortune at the expense of the provineclalsgs; cf.
Iib. 32.2, where Tlberlus, in reply to certain governors
who wanted him to load the provinces with taxes, said that
1t was the duty of a shepherd to shear his sheep,y not to flay’
them,

: he was more highly

procongulatum; i.e. of Asia or Africa only, since they
alone were senatoricl provinces at that perlod (Arnold,
Roman Systewm of Provincial Administration, 119). The other
provinces were governed by propraetores chosen by the emperor,
Both types of governor, however, shared the common appellation
of proconsuls vid. Mommsen, S. II,90,233,238-246,257;Hardy,97.
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C!‘LAL PT ER F OUR o

1. Suetonius usually dates the birth of his emperors
elther by the names of the consuls of That year or by reference
to some historical event. Only in the case of Tiberius and
Vespasian does he make use of voth means,

M, Valerio Megsala: was the son of the celebrated
literary patron of Ovid and Tibullus, who was gongul suffectus
in 31 8,C. (Broughton, Ix,hzo); Messala gelned a certain
military prestige while governing Ualmatia and Pannonila
(Dio LV.294Vell.Pat,I1.112),

Cn, Lentulo: there is an obviecus ervror here on the

part of Suetonius or the manuscript, for the R.G.,16 gives
L.Lentulus and d.Messala, A Cn. Lentulus was consul in 18 B.C,
and 1% 5.C, (Dio LIV,12,2k),

VIII Kal, Ian.: 1.e. Dec.24,3 B.C.y but cf. chap.23.
W.R. Tongue {"The date of the birth of the emperor Galba",
ToAPoAe LXLX (1938), xlix) considers this date to be the
correct one, Suetonius (Nero 40) and Plutarch (Galb.8)
state that Galba was in hils seventy-third year when Nero died
in 68 A.D, But nowhere is it explicltly stated that he was
born in 5 3,C, Here Suetonius informs us quite distinetly
that Galba was born in 3 B.C. during the consulship of Messala
and Lentulus, Tongue adds that Suetonius's enthusiasm for
portents induced him to connect the oracle warning Nero to
beware of the seventy=third year (Nero %0) with Galba's age,
which automatically led to the false conclusion of 5 B.C. as
the year of his birth. A summary of the evidence is as follows:

Aur, Victor Epit.6: Galba died in his seventy-third
year (69 A.D.)

Tac. Hist. I.49: Galba died in his seventy-third year.

Dio (Xiphilinus) LX1V.6: Galba lived seventy-two yearss
Zonaras adds that he lived seventy-two yesrs and twenty=three

days, l.e. he dled on Jan.15,69 A.D.
Suetonius Galba 4: Galba was born on Dec.24,3 B.C.
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Plutarch, however (Galb.8), and Eutropius (VII,16) say that
Galba was in his seventy-third year when he became emperor

in June, 68 A.D., and Suetonius (Nerg “0) supports this,

Galba would thus be in his seventyufourth year when he died.
Pinally Suetonilus (Galb.23) states that the emperor died in
the seventy-third year of his 1life in the seventh month of his
reign, i.e, January, 69 A.D,

I feel, with Tongue, that 3 B.C, is the more probable
date of Galba's blrth: Suetonius was not always coasistent
in his chronology, cf. Qtho 11; Vit.18; £it.11,

Terracinam: normally csalled Tarracina and often
Anxur (Mart. Y.l.6351l.Ital, VIII.390), which was presumably
1ts Volsclan name, was a town in Latium, some slxty~twc mlles
south of Rome. It stood on the rock which overlooks modern
Terracina (Hor.Sat.I.5.2%) surrounded by rather mayshy
gountryside (Strabo V.3.6). Martial describes it as a quiet
retreat with salubrious waters (V.L.63X.5L.5-16). It was clearly
of some strategic lmportance since the Volscl and the Romans
fought over it more than once (Livy IV,.593;V.8) and the
parties of Vitellius and Vespasian made efforts to selze it
(Tac, Higt, IXI.76£f.). The country house was the home of
the Galba family (C.I.L. I,69%): vid, furlgemma-Bianchinie
De Santls, Circea Terracina iondl, (Itinerari del Musedl,
Gallerie e Monumenti d'Italia,l95?)5 McKay, fncient Latium
and BEtruris, 66ff,

Fundos: now Fondl, situated on the Appian Way about
twelve miles from Tarracina and seventy=four miles frowm Rome,
a place famous for 1ts wines (Martial XIII.113), Fundi is
first mentioned by Livy (VIII.1%) when 1t received Roman
privileges wit.iout the franchise for allowing Roman troops
free passage on their march into Campania in 336 B.C, It
received full franchise in 189 B.C. (Livy XXXVIII. 36).

Vid. Aurigemma, gp.cit. Galba was staylng in the town
when he was offered the governorship of Hispania Tarraconensis
(chap.8.1).
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adoptatus a noverca: i.e. Livia Ocellina (Chape3.k)
who must have adopted'him in her will, A wonany not being
the head of a family, was unable to adopt except by will
(viommsen, 8. III40).

mutato praenomine: on being adopted Galba assumed

the praenomen of Lucius LiviusOcella, father of the Livia
mentioned in chapter three, f'rom a gladiatorial tessera
(Cel.L.,X,770), dating from his consulship in 33 A,D.,we
learn that hls name cduring. thls period was L.Livius Sulpicilus
Galba,

usque ad _tempus imperil: after becoming emperor
Galba's title wos Ser, Galba imp, Caesar Augustus (CeIeL,,
Xg7703771y Dessau, L.0L.5.4237). Hls adopted praenomen and
_nomen, still appesr on Greek inscriptions (C,I1,G.,IIT,4957)
together with Sulpieius, his former pomen and Galba, his
gcognomen. : : . :

. Aupustum puero ..... dixisse: attributed to Tiberius
by Tacitus (Ann,VI.20), Dio (LVII,1l9) and Josephus (Antigu.
XVIII.6). It seems probable that Suetonlus is in error
here,

Salutanti: cf. Vesp.l2.%. The galutatioc was one of
the offlcia expected from clients by their patrons at Rome
under the republic (Smith, II,sv.salutatio). Under the
principate galutatio, while retaining its original
comnotations, was also the term used for paylng court to the
emperor (Aug.27; Claud.37;Vit.1ls Vesp.l).

Vivat se.o. nos pertinet: aprés mol le.délugeg
of, Dio, LVII,17, ) |

2. Avo: cf. Chaps 3.3,

fulgur proecuranti: i.e. to procure the favour of the
gods In order to avert the evil omenj; cf. Sen., N.Q. IX.32.
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Lrugiferam guercum: Galba would reach the top, like
the eagle, but since the oak was frugifersm his accession
would be In the autumn of his life, It appears that Poman
kings impersonsated Jupiter, and yatil imperial times victorlous
generals celebrating a triumph and maglstrates presiding at
the gaunes in the Circus wore the costume of Juplter, borrowed
for the ccecassion {rom his temple on the Capitol, in imltatlon
of the traditlonal attire of the kings. The eagle was the
bird of Juplter and the ocak his sacred tree, both symbcls of
regallty (Frazer, gp. gite.s IT,17% £f.).

cum wuls peperit: l.e. "when plgs have wings®,

a proverb similar tc the Greek Kalends (A UgZe 870
mulae partus: unnatural and consequently a bad omen,
3. suupts - virili toga: according to Dio (LVI.29)

Galba assumed the toga virilis on Jan.lst,, 14 A,D,y o2nd 1t
was considered a remarkable colncidence that he did so in the
yvear of Augustus! death, and became emperor upon the extinction
of the family of Augustus, This statement would argue for
the date of Gelba's birth being fized at 3 B. Co (Vid.chape'.l),
since the normal age for the assumption of the g ofga virilis
was between fourteen and sixbeen (C.I.L,.,XIV, 24%) when s boy
would decide on his fubture career, Calligula assumed the
toga virilis at the age of seventeen (Calig.l0), his brother
Wero at fourteen (Tac.fnn.III.29), and his brother Drusus at
fifteen (ibid IV.4).

somniavit Fortunam dicentem: the same dream is described
in almost bthe same words in Dio LX1V,1.Cf.chap.18.2.

fusculum: nowadays Frascatl, fifteen miles south-east
of Rome on the Via Latina. Strabo (V.239) says that on the

side towards RHome the hills of Tusculuwm were covered with
woods and palaces, ond here Cicero had a villa called
Tusculanum, which is the setting for his Tusculsn Disputations.
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The gentle climate and the proximity of Tusculum to Ronme

made it a favourite sumner resort of the well=~to-do Romans

in the first century 3.C. and after. Cato the Censor was born
there, and many celebrated Roman faallles, among them the
Mamilii, the Fulvil, the Fontell, the Juventii and the Poreil,
all ceme from Tuseculum, Vid, Dion.Hal., X3 G. McCracken,

A Short History of Ancient Tusculum.

pervigilio anniversarios cf. Calig.S4sVit.10;Tac, Agm.
Wk, We possess no evidence for such devotional allenight
vigils in early Roman relilglon, and they seem to nhave been
-introduced~with,the advent of Greek and Qriental religilons,
The Bona Dea and Bacchus rites gave rise to great scandals
at Rowme (Cic.leg. II.1k) and Clodius used the Bona Dea
celebrations at Caes~r's house to gratify his sexual desires

(Att.T.13,3). An annual celebration of the Sona Dea pervigilium
took place at the nouse of one of the consuls (First century

3,Ce and aftef) and was directed by the magistratéﬁ’ wife

with -the asslstance of the Vestal Virgins (Cic.Har.iesp.
375Plut.Caes.9)a

- CilAPTER FIVE,

1. liberales disc;glgggﬁs these would be rhetoric,
law, philosophy, music and poetry, cf. Aug.B4; Calig.53;
Claud.3; Nerg.52; Domit.20; Cic.De. Orat. IIIj Quintil, .
Inst,Orat. ,XII.Vid. Marrou, Histolre de l'éducation dans
llantiquité, 329 ff,

dedit matrimonio overamsci,chap.ll.3,note on

AT A .1 T TR

lustrium liberorum. Marriage and the rearing of children

had become a burden ian the late republic and early empire
resulting in so serious a decline of the old aristocratic

families that A gusol

(Lex Julia and Lex Papia

1n'zr 3
¢ laws enscted

ODDaea) to penalize the celibate
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and to reward those who had narried and brought up children.
Lepida: pernaps the daughter of M.' femilius, consul

in 11 A.D.(Dio LV1,.25),
in caelibatu:; as a widower, 3oth bachelors and widowers

possessed the same appeliation, ci.Claud.l635en, De Beno.l.9eke
condiglone: properly the gondiclo uxoria, the proposal
or the actual marriage.
Agrivpinaes Julia Agrippina was the daughter of
Germamicus and the wife of Cn.Domitius Ahenobarbus, to whom
she bkore the future emperor, Jero, in 37 4.D, On her husband's
death in 39 3,C, she was exiled by her brother, Caligula
(Mero 6), probably for complicity in the Gaetulicus conspiracy
(Claud.93Calig.2%.3), Recalled by her uncley Claudius, she
subsequently married him, persuaded him to adopt Nero and towed

him to nis own daughter, Octavia, It ig possible that she
polsoned Claudius (Claud.X4), though G.Bagnani has discredited

this theory- ("The Case of thé Polsoned Hushrooms",lhoenix,I
(19%6), 15 ££f,). After Vero had come to the throne in 5% A,D.
(Nero 8), she practically ruled Rome for a pericd, She was
finelly put to death by her son after a number of murder
attempts had failed (Hero 3k3Tac,Ana.XIV.1=9j,Vid.Balsdon,
Roman Women 107 ff. '

Domitils OCn. Dowitius Ahenobarbus, Hero's father
and Agrippina's first husband, who was consul in 32 A.D,

(Vit.2) and proconsul in Siclly where he committed numerous
crimesjefl.lero 5, where Suetonius describes nis as"omni
parte vitae detestabilis,." fils father was probebly Luc,
Domitius Ahenoberbus, consul in 16 5.C., who enjoyed a
simllar reputation (Nexo Y43 Syme, R.E. 421,51C),

conventus matronarum: possibly religious gatherings

in origin (Friedlgnder,Sitteggeschichte,I y282),.  They are
mentioned only here and in Livy V.293XXVII.37.



vid, chaz.l. Augustus nad her
adopted Into the gens Julls In his will, with the title
Augusta (Tac,Ann.l.8), Thereafter Taeltus calls her Sagusta
or Julls Angustas Guetonius erroncously c¢rlls hevr Livia
fugusta here,

mag valult:  aseording to luteren (Uolb.l.2),
Galba owed his congalship to her Influence, but this seens
lagrobable, sinee she died in 29 AD, 20d he was not consul
until four years later (P,I,R.I1IY 285), :ils initial
advencement, hovever, may well have been due to her, cf.chap.
6.1. ¢"honoribus ante legitiman tempus initls,”

poene ditatus est: he was a vieh nen (Flut.(olbe3.29),
In Yact . luterch calls hia the richest private person whe
«ver cazme to the throne. . chén,z, 7ote on aobilissinus,.

praecipuums the first zsrgc on a1 estate ejel,Ulpiomn
i, Y¥YITI, W, 2,

notata,non.verseripta: l.e. designated in 4 gxrea onlye

pe heec gaulden aceepit: Suetonius esrlier(Gallz.16)
states that Caligula palid both the legecles left by ﬁuﬁﬁSt&
and those leit by Tiberius, he apoervs to have forgotten
his foruner statement, Dio (LIX,1) slaso cays thot Tiberius

suppressed his mother's will end peld none ol her bequagts.

the gursus honoruw,
modified and elarificd by culla, uns nﬂée meﬂninblese by
Pompey and CGetavian, but ~s emperer Augustus clenrly defined
the positicns tnat were to e held before the proetorship

could be soughty snd the intervals between the various offices,
Yid.Colollo 4 X161 ££f,  Golba usns pr@sumably gra@ﬁgx beicre the
age of thirty, and consul in 33 5,D.(2yaL.R.,1I11,285) at the

age ol thirty=six, a not unprecedented but certainly unusual

19
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occurrence, due, in 211 probabllity, to the influence of
Mugusta, vid.supra. A well-tabulated outline ci the senatorlal
and equestrian cereers is glven by Wells and 3arrow, & _Short
distory of the Boman Empire, appendix . III,

practor: according to Mommsen (8. I , 572), Augustus
transferred the gura ludoruw from the zedlles to the praetorss
cf, Dio.LIV.2,

- commissione: cf. Aug.k3; the comunissio wes the

begianing of the games by the g&adiatoru who joined battle

(proelium committere). Zy metonymy it came to mean a speech
at the opening of the games or a prize declamation, cf.fug.d9;
Calige 53 o . ,

Hudorum Florvalium: the Floralls were inaugurated in

238 5,0,y though. in origin they were much older and probably
constituted a spring festival of the country. people, Fronm
1173 D.C. onwards mimes became the most lmportant part of the
Florvalia (Bieber, lilstory of the Greek ond Romen Theater,159).
Celébrated between ﬁ;r528th and Hay 3rd.(1bid.227) they were
bolsterous events, and even women performed half-naked (Ibld.
238), (£, Sen, Ep, XVI.2.8; Martial I,35; Beare., The Roman
Stege, 10~113154%=155,

elephantos funambulos: cf, Nero 11.2, where elephants
walking the tight-rope were a great attraction, FlinysN.i.VIIT,
9sSenpXIl. 3. 41y Dio LX1,17. Terence even had a performance
of his Hecyre interrupted by a tight-rope performance (Heg.
prol.k) in 165 B.C,, and elephants were trained to walk the
tight-rope in order to add splce to vhat was by then an

ordinary cilrcus oerformance. _

provinciae Agulta iae_LxL&nggggﬁglg Galba was
legatus Augugbimgg_eraetoro in 31 or 32 A, D. (P ogIII 285),
nince ol the four Gallie provinces only Gallia Warbonensis
was at this time senatorial (HMommsen, P. I4p.8%) Galba would
be elected by Tlberius, who could choose gonsulares,praetorii
or even senators of a lewer rank 1f he wished, and he would




hold office at the emperor's pleasure, as a delegate of his
authority. Thus Agrlcola governed Agultania for three years
(Di0l.LIII.23) and Galba governed Hispania Tarraconewnsis for
eight years (Plut. Galb. 4). Aquitania was inhabited by
Iberians not Celts (Mommsen, log,elt.). AL thls period
the province stretched from the Pyrenees in the south to
the Loire in the north, and the same river, when it turned
southward, formed the eastern boundary, the Atlantic the
western boundary (Brogan,Romen Gaul, final map). Augustus
had greatly extended the province (A.Greniler in Tenney Frank,
An Fconomic Survey of Anclent Rome,IIT 435 £f,) and 1ts
importance 1s shown by the fact that Agrippa was sent to
deal with Aquitanian revolt in 39 B.C.(Brogan, 9D.cit.s23).
Along with the rest of Gaul, Aquitanla enjoyed its greatest
wriod of prosperity from the reign of Augustus until that
of Hadrian (Tenney Frank, op.cit.,III,510 £f.),"et jusqu'
3 la fin de L'emplre, 1l'Aquitalne passe pour une des régions
les plus heureuses de la Gaule" (ibid. 437).

gonsulatum ordinarium: the consuls elected at the
beginning of a year gave their name to 1t and were called

consules ordinarii. When other consuls were elected later
in the year, they were called gonsules suffectl, and had
their names inscribed on the Fagti. Under the emplre the
consuls did not usually remain in office the whole year,
but were replaced, often several times during the year, so

that the normal tenure of offlice came to be elther two or
four months (Dio XLIII,W63XLIII.35), This measure was
first used to increase the number of consulares by Augustus
after the clvil wars which had serlously reduced the number
of potential governors, In the year 69 A.D. there were
fifteen consuls (Mommsen, S.,I1,82).

L.Domitio: Cn.Domitius Ahenobarbus,vid. chap.5.l.

Salvius Otho pater Othonis: succeeded Galba to the
consulship in July 33 A.D. as gconsul suffectus (vid.supra).

praesagium: a coincidence which would appear in
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retrospect as a portent, and as such, a necessary part of
Suetonius' story.

2, Galo Caesare: l.e. Callgula, who appointed Galba
commander of the German leglonsin 39 A,D, (Dio LIX.22).

Two years later Galba defeated the Chattl, vid.infra., note on
barbaris coercitis.

Gaetulicli: Cn, Cornelius Lentulus Gaetulicus. His
father, Cossus Cornelius Lentulus, received this gognomen
after defeating the Geetuli in Africa in 6 A.D. Consul in
26 A.D., Gaetulicus commanded the troops in Upper Germany for
ten years with great moderation and clemency (Tac.Ann.VI.30),
Because his daughter was to have marrled Sejanus he incurred
the displeasure of Tiberius., The emperor dild not execute
him solely on account of his reputation with the German legions
(ibid.). Caligula, however, had no such fears (blo., LIX,22),
He both banished Agrippina, presumably for complicity in the
plot hatched by Lepidus and Gaetulicus (vid.chap.5.1l), and
put the latter to death. Cf., C.A.H.,¥X, 5659,

tesgeras the ordinary tesserae were elther a kind of
dlce,or cubes of marble, glass, preclous stones ete,, used
for making tessellated pavements (ef.Jul.46). Here Suetonius
refers to the tessera militaris, a square tablet bearing the
password, in camp, or orders as to movements and disposition
of troops (Livy IX.32).

paenula: a sleeveless travelling cloak of thick clothy
used by all classes in Italy during bad weather (Smith,IT,308),

3., commeatus: leave, furlough.,Cf. Tib.1lO03Nero 353
Galig.29;Claud,23., Atthis period it was the practlice in the
Roman army for leave of absence to be purchased from the
centurion (Tac.Hist.I,46), which often resulted in the depletion
of the legions under slack commanders, and occaslonally caused
disasters (Tac.Ann.XV.9). Leave could not be purchased
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sv. gcommeatus: Daremberg-Saglio,Dictlonnaire des ﬁntiguities
Gréqués et Romaines,I , sv. commestus. -

barbaris coereitls: in Domit.6.l we learn of Galba's
success over the Chatti, verified by Dio (1X.8), Plutarch

(Galb.8) and Taclitus (Hist.I.X9),. :
praesenti quoque Galo: cf. Vesp.2.33 Calig.W3-lk,
Caligula's expedltion took place in 39 A.D, It doesg not seem
likely that all Suetomius' stories about Caligula were true,
for the army, having already lost its popular commander,
Gaetullcus, would have revolted against such treatment.
innumeras coplas: Suetonlus (Calig.W3) states that
soldiers were collected from all parts and that so many
supplies had never before been gathered. According to
‘Dio (LIX.22) there were between 200,000 and 250,000 men,
campestrem decursionem: route marches in full kit,
Livy (XL.6) says"Moserat: exercitum decurrere et divisas
biforiam duas acies concurrere ad simulacrum pugnae," Cf,
also Livy XXIII,353;XXIV.483XLII.52: Tac.Ann.Il.55: Marquardt,
- II, 548,
ad essedum ....._ gucurrit: Caligula ccmpelled even
gsenators to run beside his chariot for several miles (Calig.
26), The gssedum was a war-chariot used by the Britons
and Gauls, the Belgme and perhaps other German tribes (Virg.
Georg. I1I.204; Persius VI.%7), Caesar (B.G. IV.33) and
Diodorus Siculus (V,21.29) state that the Britons used the
essedum in the same way that the Homeric Greeks used the
Si¢pos. o but that the essedum was a stronger charlot and
open at the front, not the back, The Romans adopted 1t
(Cic. A$t.VI.l.3 Propert, II.76) and eventually it was used
by the euperors as a travelling carriage (Calig.51). Vid.

omithy, Iysv, gssedum,



24

CHAPTER SLVEW,

1. Caede Gais Caligula was assassinated on Jan.24th,
4. A.D.(Calig.58) by two praetorian tribunes, Cassius Chaerea
and Cornelius Sabinus. Cf, Josephus, Antigu. XIX.1l,

cohortem amlcorum: it was customary for an emperor
to be accoupanied on a Jjourney or campalgn by a retinue of
friends or companions, gomites; cf. Hor.Eps. I.3.638,14§Calig.
19 and Vita ILucsani, where Suetonius says that Lucan was
"revecatus Athenis a Nerone cohortique amicorum additus.%
Crook (Consilium Prineipls, 25,37) states that the gohors
amicorum was the lmmedlate entourage of the emperor wherever
he was, and as such would be composed of personal friends and
political and military advisors, cf. Tac.Am.I.24.1527.1,

expeditionis Britannicag: the Claudian expedition
is briefly described in Claud, 17, but Suetonius is vague,
Dio (LX,19) says that a certain Bericus had been expelled {rom
Britain during a revolution, and that hepersuaded Claudius '
to send troops there, We have no other evidence that Galba
accompanied Claudius,Cf, Momigliano,Claudlus, the Emperor and
his Achlevements, 5% ff; Scramuzza, The Emperor Claudius,
30, 200-213,

- Africam ..y optinultsTacitus (Ulgt.I.49) says that

Galba governed the province with moderation, and Plutarch
(Galb.3,2) adds that he was greatly praised as a procénsul

there, For hils good work in Africa he regeived the triumphalla

ornamenta et sacerdotium triplex (chap.8.1). The province
of Afrlca had come lnto Rome's possession after the destruction
of Carthage in 146 B.C, Its princlipal products were grain

and later olives, In 17 A.D. the celebrated revolt of Tacfarinas

broke out (Tac.Ann.II.52) due to the land shortage among his
people (ibi1d.III.73), ©Even after the revolt was put down

the turbulent tribes of the south and west continued to give
trouble (C,I.L.VIII,14603) and had to be foreibly repressed.
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In 37 A.D, Caliga appointed a legate in charge of the leglo
III Augusta there, in place of the proconsular governor;vid.
ZTac,Hist.IVQhS; Dio LIX.,20 . Both add that he did this
through fear of the proconsul, Silanus, but Africa clearly
consisted of two separate zones at this period, one peaceful,
the other unsettled, each needing administration, In 40 A.D,
the emperor also annexed Mauretania, after deposing 1ts. king
Ptolemy (Dlo LIX.253Calig.26).

biennios l.e. 45 and 46 A.D, Under the republic
provinces were normally held for one year, Caesar extended
the period to two years (Cic.Phil.I.8.19), but Augustus reduced
-1t again (Aug.W73Tac.Ann.III,583Dio LIII,13.2), Galba would
be appointed governor of the senabtorlal province initially
for one year, but probably his appointment was renewed (Mommsen,
8. II, 250), .

‘ extra sortem electuss except under certain clrcumstances
governors of Africa and Asila were chosen by lot from the
ellgible senlor consulars, but Galba's was a speclal appointment.
Pliny was likewise sent to Bithynia in 111 A,D. by Trajan on
a special assignment (C.p.H., XI, 219),

intestinag dissentios: in Africa Caligula had retained

the distinction between the senatorlal governor and the imperial
commander of the troops. Claudius, when trouble broke out,
appointed Galba, one of his most trusted and efflcient generals,
as governor and probably commander too (C.A.H.,X, 67%).

barbarorum tumultu: Mauretamia was a trouble spot
at this period: the Garamantes and Gaetull (chap.6,2) were
perennial disturbers of the pesace in Africa, but the people
referred to here were probably the Mussulamil (Aur.Vict.Caesar
v.2).

2. cibariorum: the normal dlet of a legionary was
simplejsoup,bread,vegetables, lard and wime mixed with water
(Parker, The Tioman Legions,220) for which he would pay himself
(ibid. 216). Tacitus informs us that meat was not often eatenj
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the soldiers investing Tilgranocerta only consumed meat when
compelled by starvation (Ann.XIV.24), -
luredicendo: in the provinces the governor and those
to whom he delegated his powers, normally his quaestor, legates
and possibly his prefects, posseSsed iurisdictio or the right
of hearing cases. If digsatisfied with a minor officilals
declsion a plaintiff or defendant could appeal to the governor,
though a dishonest offieclal could render this lmpossible
(CicIIVerr. II.30). An ultimate appeal might be made to the
consuls, under the republic, and to the emperor or the consuls
under the princlpate, Augustus_wau Inundated with such
appeals (Aug.33.3). Vid, Jones, §gm§;es in Roman Government
and Law, 69.ff,

CHAPTER EIGHT,

1. ornementa triumphalias a general who gained a
triumph under the republic or the grpaments triumphalis,
without the ceremony, under the princilpate after 1k B;C., was
afterwards called Lriumphalis and could wear the Loga nicta,
tunica palmata and gurea corons, and at public spectacles
he was allowed to appear wearing the laurel wreath, Normally
he would also be accorded the gtatus triumphalig standing
erect in a triumphal chariot, which would be displayed in the
vestibulum of his house, transmitting his fame to posterity
(Mommsen, 8, I , 465 ff,), It was customary to provide him
with a house at public expense, the triumphalis domus, and
his name would be inscribed on the Fasti (Pliny N H.XXXVI,112).

sacerdotium triplex: Vitelllus likewise received three
such appointments (Vit.5).

Wuindecluviros: Tarquinius Superbus (or Priscus)
entrusted the three Sibylline books which remained to the

duo virl saecris faciundis (Livy.V.13). Later in 367 B.C.
(the passing of the Licinlan Laws) the number of the priests
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was increased to ten, five patriclans and five plebeians,

The was the first priesthood opened to the plebeians since

it had no connection with the sacra of the old patrician
gentes (Livy VII,37.,12), Again at a loter date, probably
under Sulla, their number was increased to the fifteen noted
above (Cic,Fam.8.%.1). Augustus hianself was a member of this
priestly college, which was dedicated to the ocult of Apollo,
whose worship, together with the care of the Sibylline books,
occupled a central place In his early'religious reforms,
(LsR.Taylor, The Divinity of the Roman FEmperors, 120).

These priests also conducted the Ludl Apollinares (Livy,

X,10) and the Ludl Saeculares (Hor.Carm.Saec. 70)., Vid. Marquardt,
IIT, 353, Their prominence is due, at least in part, to

- political reasons, for Lepidus, junior member of the second
triumvirate, and at the time of Augustus' celebration of the
saecular Games, pontlfex maximus, had no jurisdlction over _
games and ceremonies enjolning Greek rites, Augustus, there-
fore, as president of the guindecimyiri, in effect controlled
~the Saecular Games, Cf., L.R. Taylor, gp.cit., 177-178.

sodales Titios: an anclent priesthood of uncertain
~origin, Tacltus gives us two éccoﬁnts of its possible
origin., In the Agnales (I.5%) he says that Titus Tatius,

the former Eabine King, had founded it, whereas in the
Histories (II.95) he states that Romulus founded 1t in honour
of Titus, The priesthood was received by Auguztus as part

of his scheme to resuscitate the mores malorum, and he was
himself a member of the soclety. (RaG.,7).

Augustales: this priesthood was established in 14.A.D.
by Tiberius (Tac.Ann. I.54%5 Hist.TI.95) to maintain the cult
of the previous emperor, Augustus, and the gens Julia.
Thereafter 1t was regarded as one of the great priesthoods.,

In its sphere was included the worship of Claudius, the next

e Ve, Cllalas b W

emperor deified, when we hear of the Sodales Augustales Claudilales.
Similar priesthoods were established later for the joint
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worship of Vespaslan and Titus, the JOf%hlp of Hadrian, and
finally that of Antonlnus Pius,

‘ The Augustales held of fice for a yeﬁv and it was thelr
duty to provide the games and sponsor or restore public works,
Such titles as Augugtales Apollinares and Auvgustales Mercuriasles
show that fAugustus was ldentlfied with these and other gods.
After the reorganization of the Augustales, presumebly in
Trajen's reign, emphasis was placed on the maglsterial rather
than on the priestly functlonse Cf L.R,Taylor,"Augustales,
Seviri Augustales and Seviri", T,A.P.A., XLV (1914), 231 £f3
“Sevirl Equitun Romanuim and Munlcipal Seviri', J,R.S,, XIV
(192%), 158£f.5 The Divinity of the Roman liuperor,l20{f;
177=1784181ffy Duff, Freédman in the Early Roman FEmpire ,133ffs
Etienne, Le Culte Tmpdrisle dans la Péninsule Ibdrique d'Aususte
4 Dioglétien, 251£f, ,405,4L7-419,

cooptatus: the ranks of the gugures snd pontifices
were originally‘filled and subsequently replenished by gsooptatlon,
but the Lex Domitle of 103 D.C. put an end to this (CuA.H.,IX,
163). Seventeen of the thirtyefive tribes were chosen by
lot to act as the gomltia sacerdotium, and these elected the
priests for the colleges,; the nomlnations being supplied
by the colleges theuselves, The priests, once elected,
were then formally oo%pﬁed, in perpetuation of the traditional
formaliltye. In 29 B.C, Augustus was granted the right to
choose as many priests as he desired (CyA.l.,X, 122). He
possessed both the pominatio sand the commendatio, as he
did later in the case of consular elections. In effect he
appointed the various prlests who were "elected" by the-
senate and subsequently coopted by the colleges; cf. Pliny
Ep.1V.8. |

‘dn secessu plurimum vixit: Tiberius also retired
when no longer persona grata at court (Lib.10), as did
Vespasian (Vesp.%). Seneca attempted to do so, but Nero

would not allow him (Nero 35.9),
Fundi: vid. chap.l.l.
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Hispanls Tarraconenslis: ilispania Citerior was called
Hispania Tarraconensils after 1ts most laportant town, Tarraco,
nowadays Tarragona, which subsequently became the foremost city
in Roman Spain, The province was vast, paftly Romanized,
partly but recently conquered, and not more Roman than
Celtiberian, Tts administration was carried out by a governor
and three legstes, each of the latter commanding a single
leglon untll Vespaslan's reign, signifying the turbulent
nature of the inhabitents, Tiberius conducted many road
building enterprisés. in the province and consented to the
building of a temple to Divus Augustus at Tarraco in 15 8,D,
The city soon beceme the congress«centre of central and northern
Spain (Sutherland, op,olit.,1%3,150,155,171,177,193). Vid,
Wiseman ,0p, clto ,109ff, Tarraco was the first city to provide
evidence of a Spanish Provinclal Assembly, which appenrs to
be contemporaneous with the erection of the temple of Divus
Augustus (Etienne,op.clt.406). From Vespasisn's time onwards
one legion (VII Gemina), supported by auxllis, sufficed to
control the whole province (Goh.H.,X1,496 £f),

gblata est: Galba was an old man of sixtysfour when
Nero appointed him governor of Hispania Terraconensis, and the
emperor plainly envisaged no sediticus Intrigue from one of
Galba's years (Plut. Galb.3).

2 iuveni senem: Nero was thirty-one when he died, Galba
was seventysone when he bDecame emperor. For this portent
cf, Dio LXIV.1.

Cantabriae:s part of Hispania Tarraconensis and
situated in the north-west of Spailn., The country was poor
and its people primltive and bellicose, They weve finally
feduced by Roman expediticns under Augustus in 26 and 25 B.C,
and fAgrippe in'l9iB¢C, Cfs Syme,"The Spanish War of Augusbus",
AeJoPhey LV(IOL) 29388, 3CeAHo 4 X, 33 Sutherland,gop.cit. ,132fF,
165,177, : .
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uodegdm SECUYeS .... loperil slegnums twelve Llctores
bearing the fascecs or rods of office, to represent regal
authoritys accoupanied the old kings of Rowme. The rods

symbollzed the power to punish, the axe, which was always

carried with them, was probably a symbol cf the lus vitae
necisque. Together they formed the regla insienila (Cf.Cic.
Rep.IT,17.,31; Livy I.8). In later tiumes consuls and proconsuls,
upon whom the regal powers nad devolved, were allowed the
privilege of being accompéniéd by lictors. Augustus granted
this power Lo the consular governors of Africa and Asia only
(Mommsen,é,._,lz9 382;1135'.)° - Galba had already possessed this
power once as consular governor of Africa (chap.7.l), but

he d4ld not have the same right as imperial legate in dispania
Tarraconensis,

CHAPTER WINE,

1. ooto annog: l.e. 60-68 &,0, The governor of a
senatorial province normally remained in office for oue
year (vid.chep.7.l, note on biennio) but the legate oi an
imperlal province held office at the emperor's pleasure,
Thus Otho governed Lusitania for ten years (QthC 3). Vid.
Hommsen, 8.I1 , 259; Greenidge, Romen Public Life, M3k,

varie s.s.. rexit: vid. note on Africa ..s.. Q0binuli,
chape7.le Galba was plainly on the side of the provinclals
against Nero's predatory procurators (FPlut. Gelb.4.1).

prime acer:s Plutarch says that Galba was sent out
by dero before he had begun to fear men of high reputation.
Furthermore Galba's age and gentle nature gave the emperor
confidence that he would act sensibly (Plut. §albe3.3).
Thereafter Nerc's suspicions of his provinclal governors
caused him to have Corbulo, higs excellent general in the
East, take his own life, Scribonius Rufus and Scribonius
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Proclus shared his fate in 67 A.D. 'They had commanded the
troops in Upper and Lower Germany (Dio.63,17); ef.CeA.H. X,
731. Galba was taking no chances and endeavoured to remain
inconsplcuous,

cui substitutus heres erat: it was not unusual for

Romans to name a second helr., He gould inherit 1f the Ffirst
heir died before coming of age or simply vrefused the inheritance.
Tiberius took tuls precaution (Tib.76).

' imploranti 1éges: 1.6, lex ne quis Iniussu popull
caplte deamnetur, vid, ggﬁig§9’1x,5é. The actual leges referred
to are the Lex Porcis of 197 Bec,;'which prescribed penalties
for executlng or sceourging a Roman citizen, and the Lex
vempronia ol 123 B.C., with which C.Gracchus extended the
citizen wvight of appeal to the people (l.e. the popular
assembly)s; vid.Cic. Rab.4.12. Cicero was himself exiled
on this count, since he had caused Lentulus and Cethegus,
the Catilinarians, to be executed in 63 B.C. before their
appeal nad been heard, and this after a genatus consultum
ultimim had been proclaimed, Galba acted unconstitutionally
since he executed a Roman citlizen without allowing the right
of appeal to the emperor, who had taken the place of the
people, provided for in the Lex Tulla de vi of 46 B.C.(Cel,H.,
1%,698); cf. St. Paul's action in Acts,¥XII,25, Galba acted
in a similar manner alfter he became emperor (Galb.il.3). Vid.
Hardy, 144=145, for a summary of the position under the empire.

civem Romanum se testificanti: Verres acted similarly
when he publicly flogged a Romen citizen (CicIl.Verr.V.62),
as did Balbus (Cic. Fam.X.32). Cicero invoked the Lex Porcila
and the Lex Sempronlia which both of his adversaries had
ignored so conspicuously,

1n desidlam segnitiamgue conversus ests '"sed claritas
natalium et metus temporum obtentul, ut quod segnitia erat
sapientia vocaretur," (Tac.Hlgt.I.%9).Cf.Tac.Agric.VIsAnn.
XIV. 47,




ne_guid materiase praeberet Neroni: l.e. for susplelion
or jealousy, Yor a similar situatlon under Domitian vid.Tac.
Aoric.VILIT, .

rationem otli reddere: according to Cato, great men
should be able to give an account oftheir gtium no less
than of their pegotium (Cic.Plang.XXVII,66),.Cf.Columella II.21,.5.

2, Garthagine nova: Wew Carthage, now Cartagena, in
the south=east of illspania Citerior,. Originally called
Mastlia 1t was refounded in 228 B,C. by Hasdrubal, and captured
by Seipio in 209 B.C This city was probably tine most
thoroughly Romanized of all the cities in iiispania Citerior
(Sutherland, gp.cit.ll7). Both Strabo (I11.,2.10) and Pliny
(Wt XXXTII,97) mention the wealth of its great wmines (of,
Sutherlandy opscit.,105ff.)s The whole of the province was
dependent for its safely on the two Roman strongholds of Carthago
Nova and Tarraco, both Jullan "colonies" (ibid.,48,128;
M. Grant,From Imperium to Auctoritas,215ff).

conventum agens: a province was subdivided into
districts similar to our modern countzies, and each alstrict
had its own capltel or county seat where the courts (our
county sessions) were held, The area of these districts was
determined according to the Lex Provinelae. A certain amount

of independence wss achleved under the Empire, and occasionally
the county seat possessed its own college of priests of the
Tmpe rial cult (I.L.S,,6931=2), Agere conventum is a technical
term meaning "to hold the county assizes", Suetonius{(dul.7.1),
describes the judges who make the ecircult (gonventus circumire).
Vid. Sutherland, gp.cit.165ffgSmith,IT,sv,conventus.

tumultuari Galliass: Vindex, legate of Galba Lugdunensis,
one of the unarmed provinced (Tac.Hist.I.l6), managed to ralse
an army (cf.Hardy, op.cit.,99). Galba (Flut.Galb.4) learned
of this even before the insurrection occurred through letlters

from Vindex, but neither joined him nor informed Nero, preferring
to awalt results,. The army of Vindex was reputed to be a
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hundred thousand strong (ibid.), though this was probably
exaggerated, Vindex wes joimed by the Aedul, the Arvernd,

the town of Vienna in Gallia Warbonensis, and most of the
tres Callise, in all nrobability. Vienna, once the capital
9 £ 9

of the Allobroges, =nd Lugdunum, capitel of Gsllia Imgdunensis,
hadé been rivals for wany years, and the former hoped’ to gain
frow the discomfiture of Lugdunum, wvhich did not Join the
insurgentsy cf, Henderson, Civill VWar and Rebelllon in the

Homan EmpireRlGallia Narbonensils remalned loyal to Wero,

doubtlegs on account of its favoured positiong cf,.Pliny
HeliaIIT.31, where 1t ls called "Italla verlusquaam provinclas™
Syme, L.I.455.

Vindex was a Gaul by birth and had descended from a
royal family in Aquitania (Dio LXIII.62), and it seems likely
(Hardy ,1.00-101) that he was about to attempt the establishment
of a Gallic Fupire, like that of Civilis (Tac.iist.IV.17),but
that it was necessery for the movement in its early stages to
recelve external support, whatever the pretext. According
to Syme (T, W52 £f.) the real reasons for the revolt of Vindex
will never be known. Apart from Gallia Narbonensils, however,
Gaul had not been Romanlzed snd exploitation had always
been a cause of discontent, exacerbated in the sixtles by
Nero's greedy procurators, Perhapsy 1n fact, Vindex had
clashed with these procurators in the same way as Galba
and ‘fero would be bound to support his agents, In this
case Vindex would revolt in order to save his life, or at
least his posltion, The Thine armies which defeated him
were primarily defensive, and almed as rmuch at suppressing
a possible Gallic uprising as repelling a German invasion.
Vindex held an ambiguous position, as Roman governor, but
of (Gallic descent, appealing for native support to dethrone
a Toman emperor, Jdls plea naturally stirred the pride of
many Gauls, but quite fziled to gain the support of the legions,
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Galba succeeded because he represented Roman nobility, and
he was able to call upon the senate and the Roman people
(chap.l0), to appeal to patriotism rather than native pride.
The rebellion was suppressed by the Rhine legions
(Plut.Galb.6) and was not supported by the "pars Galliarum
quae Rhenum accolit," (Tac.dist.T.5l). These Gauls, mainly
the Lingones and the Treveri, Galba subsequently punished,
seemingly for not ailding Vindex, by loss of territory, while

he rewarded the Aedul, Arverni and their allies by grants

of Roman citizenship and a remission of their tribute (ibid,),
a remission perhaps long overdue as a metbtter of policye.

This action incensed the Rhine legions, and when they were
deprived of their successful general, Verginius Rufus, and
receilved no donative, they were more than ready to acclaim
Vitellius, ' '

The picture painted by Dio (LXIII.62) is highly
improbable. Vindex, according to his report, delivers a
crushing tirade against Nero during his address to the Gauls;
Yet Nero's excesses were hardly felt in the provinces, and it
would be the governors or procurators who rather incurred
the hatred of the provincials, Dio, in fact, was nearer
the real cause of discontent a little earlier (LXIII,22),
namely the heavy burden of tribute, This view 1s supported
by Tacitus (Ann.IIT.4O3Hist.lV.17) who places the rising of
Florus and Sacrovir under Tiberius (Ann.ITI,4%0=42,46), that
of Vindex and that of Civilis, in the same category
(Hist.IV.57). Vindex badly neéded Galba's support, and only
Jor- this reason did he offer him the empire. Even Civilis
at first concealed his real designs by pretending to maintain
the cause of Vespasian (Tac,Hist.IV.21),.

Aduitanise: an unarmed province like Lugdunensis, of

which Vindex was governor. Originally Aquitania was conquered
by Caesar's lieutenant, P.Llcinius Crassus, though it was

not finally subdued until the expeditions of Augustus in

38 B.C. and 27 B.C., after which its area was extended to
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include the tribes of the Loire (Strabo IV.1l.1l). The province
was extremely rich in gold, iron and other metels (ibid.III,
14631V.187~190; Pliny N H.XXXI.%).Vid,R.E.,sv.Aquitania.

humano generi assertorem ducemgue: according to
Stevenson (C.’.H.,X,811) it is doubtful whether Galba would
have revolted from Nero, i1f Vindex had not sent letters calling
upon him to become the champlion of the human race. Cf, the
legend SALUS GENERIS HUMANI on some of Galba's coins, C.A.H.,
Vol. of Plates IV, 206, | |

nec diu cunctatus: a description of Galba's council
of war 1s given by Plutarch (Galb.%), in which Vinius, Galba's
lieutenant, accurately defined their position, They were
committed to a revolt inasmuch as news of thelr deliberation
would certainly leak back to the capital., Cf., Tac.Hist.II.77,
"mam qui deliberant, desciverunt®,

partim metu: the reason for his former inactivity,
vid.suprasnote on in desidiam.

mandata Neronls de nece sua: cf. Nerg 43.1. It was
Nero's intention to murder all former governors and commanders
ana the whole of the Gallic population domiciled in Home,

procuratores: Plutarch (Galb.%) says that Galba, though
unable to ald the provinclals against Nero's predatory taxe
collectors, did actively synpathize with them. Plutarch
speaks as a provincilal who had seen these creatures at work,

In the area of administration managed by the emperor
himself certain state functions were delegated to praefecti,
but most duties were carried out by the imperial agents, the
procuratores Caecsaris. These were,strictly speaking, the
servants of the emperor, possessing only representative
authority vested in them by the emperor, and appointed to
perform ainor administrative duties (Tac. Hist.I.28.1).
Originally freedmen, or even slaves (Tac.inn.IV.6.,7), they
gained great importance under Claudius, Vitellius(Tac.idist.
I.58.1) and later Hadrian reformed the system and the more
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responsible positions were granted to egultes. In the beginning
the procurator's rights only extended over the emperor's

slaves and personal property (Tac.’mn.IV.15.3), but it became
impossible to confine the procurators to these limits of
authority. There were disputes between them and the senatorial
or military authorities in the provinces and Claudius, whose
laxity with his procuratord increased their powers, ordered
that all decisions made by nls procurators should be confirmed
(Claud.12),

There were several classes of procurators, some being
purely Ifinance officers based at Rome, such as the procuratores
fisci, probably under the director of the fiscus, the g_rationbus.
Others were provincial finance officers, like those mentlcned
above, managing provinclial taxes and assessments, and thus
In cherge of the fiscusprovingialis. Yet another group,
the procuratores castrenses, superintended payments made to

the soldiers,
In addition to the procuratores Tisci there were the

procuratores Caesaris pro legato, who governed outlying and
comparatively unimportant districts (which were classed with
the imperial provinces) such as Judaea and, in Tiberius' reign,

Cappadocia (Tac.Ann.II,56; Dio LVII.17.7). These procurators
were probably under the authority of the nearest imperial legate;
Pilate, proegrator Caesaris pro legato in Judaeay was deposed

by Vitellius, the governor of Syria (Josephus Antigu.Jud. XVIII.
Lh.2),

These procurators governed during the eaperor's
pleasure and had fixed salaries, belng classed as grecenarii,

ducenarii,centenarii or sexagenarli accérding to thelr salary
(claud.2%3Dio LITI,23,1), Vid. PFlaum, Les Procurateurs

! ) . - ey . 'Y 1] i .
mquestres sous Le Haut-fmpire Romainy Mattingly, Ihe Imperial

Civil service of Rome,27ffj;Duif,op,cit. ,143ff,
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Clunize: modern Corunna. Clunia was a Celtiberian town
and county seat. After the desth of Vindex Galba remained
there until informed of his accession(Chap.,11l.l). Cf.C.I.L.II,
2779, There is a coin bhearing the legend HISPANIA CLUNIA
SUL[PICIAJ (Grant, Roman History from Coins, Plate 14),Vid.
Wiseman,op.cit, ,58,99,142,180,205,

Fatldica puella: c{.lec.Hist.IV.61, where Veleda,a
girl of the German tribe, the Bructeri, is similarly described
forecasting the success of the Germans under Civilis., che

was afterwards captured and brought to Rome (Tac. Germ.8; Statius
Silvae.I.4.90),

carminums such predictions, like oracular responses,
were in verse; vid. Livy I.W5,

oriturum ex Hispania principem; Trajan, Hadrian and
Theodosius were actually born in Spain and thus egx Hispania,
while Galba was born at Tarracina (chap.l,l). There were
similar prophecies concerning Vespasian's accession (Vesp.%:5).

CHAPTER TEN,

1. mnmenunmissioni: manumission was the legal act

whereby slaves were released from the manus of their masters.
There were three forms of formal manumission, vindicta,census
and testamentum (Ulpian Frag.l)s; here the former is meant.
The ceremony was conducted by a praetor and his lictor,who,
as asgertor libertatis, touched the slave with his rod

(vindicta), uttering the words "Hunc ego hominem ex iure
@uiritium liberum esse aio." A consul or governor, as here,
could replace a praetor at such ceremonies, Vid, oSmith, Il.sv.
manumissio. Cf.Duff, Freedman in_the ¥arly Roman Fmpire,23-25,

who states that during the Republic masterscould cause the
censors to place the names of favoured slaves on the roll of
Roman citizens so that they were manumitted by census, This
form died out with the abolition of the censorship.
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The monunissio testamento, whereby the slave was declared

free in the will of his ansster, was always the most popular,.
Informal manumission was also possible in three ways, A
slave could be freed by letter (pecr epistulam), by being

compelled to sit at table with his master (per menssm),

or by being declared free among the friends of his master
(per_amicos). Technically a slave manumitted informally

could be called back to slavery at any time, though usually
they were protected by the praetors, Hanumission was always
popular among the Romans (ibid., 15ff,) whose asttltude to
slavery'waﬁ rather different from that of the Greeks,

Galba chose this occasion to symbolize the emancipation
of the Empire, ‘

vacaturus: l.e. Galba was free to hear cases concerning
manunlssions v

damnatorun occisorumgue: cf, notes on chap.9.l,

primo acer; 9.2, mandata Neronis de necg sua.

proxima Balesarl insula: Majorca. Baliaris Madior

and Baliaris Minor (Minorca) lie off the east coast of Spain
nd in anclent times theilr inhabitants possessed a high
reputation as sling-shot velltes, or skirmishers, Roman
-suzerainty was recognized in 202 B.C., but the islands
remained untouched and were not fully pacified until 121 B.C,,
when (. Caecilius setellus Balearicus reduced themj; vid.
Broughton,II, 539, During the principate, being part of
Hisvshia larraconensis, their county seat (conventus) was
atCdrthago Hova, The Imperors often used them as places of
exile (Tac.Ann. IV.42; XIII.%3)., Trouble flared up on the
islands at the end of Nero's reign (C.I.L.XI.,1331) presumably
on account <f the rapacity of his procuratorsy cf. Sutherland,
op.cit., 44,180, There were only two Roman settlements on
Majorca and two on ilinorca, so that the islands were apparently
‘not well-colonized and do not abound in remains (wWiseman,
op.cit., 129-130).



copnsalutatusgue imperator: Dio (Xiph.Zon.LXIV,6)
calculated Galba's reign from this acclamation, April 2nd.,
68 £.,D. Galba actually reigned from June 9th, 68 A.D.,
the date of Nero's death; cf, .lut. Galb.5; Monmsen, é.IIB,
781.

2. legatum se senatus ..... professus est : Nero
had appointed him propraetor in aispania farraconensis, but
he now withdrew his allegilance, claimlng to represent the
senate and the Roman people, Verginius Rufus, who suppressed
the Vindex rlsing (chap.9.2), did so as the representative
of the genatus populusque Romanus{Dlo, LXIII.27),. he was
a firm supporter of senatorial privilege, especially in
respect to appointing an emperor, and in all probability he
did not support Galba until the senate had declared Nero a
public emeuy and pronounced Galba his successor; cf. ilut,
Galb.10, Rostovtzeff states that though there was still a
movenent which favoured a return to the Republican constitution,
it was not powerful enough to take any definite action (Social
and_i.conomic istory of Eome,II.572).

iustitio: a lustitlum was the suspénsion of public
and private business at Rome, when the occasion required
ity e.g., in national emergenciles, A dictatdr, consul or
praetor might proclaim a jiustitium, if ne were the highest
magistrate present at Rome (Livy.IX,8.73I11,23), Under the
tmpire religious festivals, disruption of the grain supply, or
the death of one of the imperisl housenold would cause a
iustitium to be passed; cf. Moumsen, 3.1, 263-266,

legiones o.,.. conscripsits he apparently enrolled
o1ly one legion, the Legio VII Gelbiana (lac, Hist.[.29jrarker,
oPscite 3993 Hali. 4XI1,1380C).

auxilia: auxiliary detachuents which were recruited

locally and which together would approximately equal in
menpower the legion that they supported; cf. Lib.16; Henderson,
on.elit., 155 Wcbster, Lhe ‘oman Army,S.
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exercitum vete : 1,e. the Leglo VI Vietrix, one of
the three leglons in Spain (Tac.Hist.I.63V.16). Thls was
the leglon which saluted Galba as emperor and whiehy in all
probablility, Galba brought to Rome with him, calling it the
Legio Hispans (Tac.Hist.I.65 R.,E.,XII, 1599).

alarum et sohortiums auxilliary cavalry and infantry.

vel instar senatus: of. Jul,33, when Caesar purported
to represent the people and the tribunes.
was originally a military distin@tion, ef. Cice II “ggg III 187.
It did not belong to the senators but to the equites, as the
most distinguished militery class (Livy XXIII.12.2y Pliny.N.H.
XXXIII.12,21), 80 that here it slgnifies equestrian rank,
The ggues would normally forfelt hils equestrian rank if he
became a centurion or a leglonary (Mommsen, 8, III’, 504),

evocatls before the battle of Mutina Octavian possessed
a simllar bodygunard (App.B,C.III.40j cf. Cic.Fam.X,30)s The
evocati:veterans whose service had been completed, but who
were invited to prolong it. Here the title ls honorary,

excublas: the detachment of the Praetorisn Guard
on duty at the palace recelved the same appellationsg cf.
Nero 832130tho Y363Tac, Ann.XI1.69sHist.1.29, Thls was a
further sign of Gabba's new position,

per provineias: Otho was the first to espouse Galba's
cause (Qthol,l3Plut,Galb.20) and the other provincial
governors followed hils lead, except for Clodius Macer In
Africa (cf.chap,ll) and Verginius Rufus, commander of the
leglons of Upper Germany. Nero had already provided for
Macer by sending out to him Galvla Crispinilla, a woman he
trusted "ad instigendam in arma Clodium Macrum," (Tac.Hist.I.
73), to persuade him to withkold.. the grain supply and thus
hold Rome to ransomj cf.Plut.Galb.l3. Macer, however, though
declaring against Galba,dld so for.his own ends, In addition
to the Leglo III Augustm, which he already possessed, he

enrolled a new leglon, the Legio T Macriens Liberatrix
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(Tac,Hist.11,97). Nevartheiess, his forces and prestige
were still insuflicient for him to prove a serlous threat to
Galba,
Rufus, in Upper Germeny, might have proven a more
" dangerous adversary, since he was backed by a stronger and
more experienced army, which had just defeated Vindex and
was eager to make him emperor (Plut.Galb.l0), but he was
lacking in ambitlion and was content to have daved the integrity
of the Empire (Henderson, gg,eig;,é). Rufus, with strong
republican tendencles, appears to have deslred the senate to
make the final declsion (Plubt.loc.glt.): in spite of the
repeated offers of the empire by Otho's soldiers after Otho
had committed suleide (Tac.Hist.II.51), he remained true
to his previous declarations,
%, pavigh Dio (LXIV.1l) gives mAota_ , In addition
to this "Dutchman® myth, he lists a number of other Suetonius
portents at this junetire.
- Dertosams modern Tortoss, sltuated at the north of
the River Ebro, wheré “the Romars defeated Hasdrubal in 215 B.C.
It was a place of great strategle importance since it guarded
the crossing of the river (Sutherland, gpn.celit.,33). Under
Tiberius 1t became a colony (Hill, "Ancient Coinage of Hispania
Citerior" .an : ! : L8me
lety, ,74 ff ) and its full title subsequently wa.s Celonia
Faventia Julia Augusta Pia (Barcine),vid. C.I.L.II.pP+59%.
alarum altera: vid, supra notes on auxilis and glarum
et cohortium, It 1s possible that they were simply deserting.
et servl quos ..... acceperat: presumably part of
an elaborate imperial spy-system, A
gruciatu: as slaves theilr testimony would only be
accepted under torture, so that Galba's actions were quite

L‘Grma}’; Gfo ﬂlaudolh. 1! (‘ig’II 'P'f' V .169! ‘T‘Q(’ Ann . III qo.

e il gt e

Only in speclal eircumstance$, when slaves gave Informatlion
of consplracles concerning the state, were voluntary statements



accepted from them. Slaves could not, however, be trusted

to glve evidence against thelr own master, except in the case
of incest, or when the senate made a speclal exception (Cic,
pro Mil, 22,59). Under Augustus the law was modified to
allow the emperor, if he suspected a consplracy, to demand

the compulsgory purchase of the slaves by himself in ovder that
they might be tortured, Several protests were ralsed agalinst
this act (Tae.Aun.II.303II1,673Dio LV.5), The law also '
provided that in cases of treason againsgt the emperor all
persons should be Iin the same position as slaves, and thus
liable to torture (Tac.Ann. XV.563Dio LX.15). Vid. Smith,

8V, Lormentim snd malestas.

CHAPTER ELEVEN.

mors Vindielss according to Plutarch (Galb.6) and
Dio (LXIII,24) Vindex committed suicide, The latter adds
that Vindex and Verginius Rufus came to an agreement, but
their armlies, due to an unfortunate misunderstanding, joined
battle sgainst thelr will., Tacltus knows nothing of this
(Hist.T,513IV.57) and informs us that Vindex died in battle.
Moreover he adds that the CGerman legions were slow to abandon
Nero, and no swifter in acecepting Galba {(Hlst.I.8)., Tacltus

k2

1s probably more rellable ilnasmuch as an alllance between Vindex

and the armies of the Rhine would hardly have benefitted the

legions, who proved themselves stronger than the Gallic levies;

ef. Hardy9112,1$3; Henderson.op.clt. ,243-249,

maxime consternstus:ef. Plut.Galb.b.

_ggh“;_- Plutareh {Galb.7) says that Icelus,. Galbd's
freedman, was flrst to bring the news, Vinlus confirmed it
two days later. Cf.chap,22.

in

vy —lE T

in verba sua lurssse: all Romen ciltizens, provincilals
and soldiers were compelled to take this ocath and to renew it
each year on Jan.lst. It was a formal recognition of the
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emperor's positionz ef, Pliny Ep. x.52¢ Tac, Ann.I.83Hist.I.5.

lter 1 ssug est: it was in September, 68 A.D, that
Galba reached Reme (Tac.L;QL‘I 6)s having left Hispania
Tarraconensls In June, Galba took his time (ibld.), allowing
the clty to grow accustomed to the new regime,

08, ;g atusgs th@ pgludam41t_@.was the ¢loak of a general,

t:)f his office.

usum togae: the . boga was the dress of civilians and

a symbol of p@ac@, cfs Clc, de,Q0r.42,167¢ 0££.1.22,77.
mphidlo Sabinos was the son of Nymphldla, a freed-

woman , and Martianus, a gladiator (Plut,,Calb.,9). = In 65
A.D,, after Piso's abortive consplracy, Nymphidius was made
praetorian prefect by Nero. Upon hearing of the rising
in Gaul under Vindex and hils communlcations with Galba he
induced the preetorlsns to swear for Galba, hoplng thereby
to ingratiate himself with Galba and so maintain his position.
When his plen falled and Laco was appointed coeprefect, he
attempted to win over the prastorians and make his own bid
for the throne by proclaiming himself the son of Caligula
(Plut. Galb.93 Tac.Apn.XV.72). This scheme falled, too,
and he was put to death as he tried to gain access to bhe
praetorian camp (Tac.Hist.I, 5,25337)a Cf,Plut.Galb.8+9 and
13-15,

Nymphidius obviously expeet@d to wield the wreal pcwer
himself under an old, enfeebled emperor, This design had led
him to depose Tigellinus, his colleague, so that ke might
remalin sole prefeat. Moreover 1t appears highly likely that
he offered double: the donative granted by Nero (Plut.Galb.2),
knowing full-well the reputation Galba had acguired for
parsimony, in the expectatlon of some gain from the dlsw
satigfaction of the troops 1f the promises were not met,.



anteié Cagitgnei was legate‘inﬁLower Germany 1n
68 A.D., 8fter being consu;vid the previous year, Dlo (LXIV.2)
and Plutarch (Galb.l3) both inform us that he plotted against
Galba, who therefore had him executed in Germany in 68 A.D,
Tacitus (Hlst.I.7) states that the leglonary coummanders
executed nim, without orders from Gelba, and that they
themselves trumped up these charges because they were unable
to induee him to revolt.

Clodio Masgro: Macer was Nero's legate In Africa
(Tac.Hglst.I.11) and his master's equal in cruelty and tyranny
(ibid.).Cf.chap.10,3, note on per provinsiag, Africa was a
special province, being senatorial and thereflore governed by
a proconsul chosen annuslly by loty though its troops
(the Leglo III Augusts) had been under the command of an
imperial legate since the reign of Caligulaj cf.chap.7. The
proconsular governor was nominally higher in rénk, but in

Ly

effeot less important than the legate, who had been perscnally

appointed by the'emperor and commanded for a longer period,
Mager, in spite of hls additional leglon, was soon eliminated
by Galba (Tac.Hist.T.7,37,733 Plut.Galb.6,15) who disbanded
the new legion (vid.chap,10,3)s Vitellius re=enrolled 1t,
but after his assassination it disappeared from history
(Parker, op.eits,106).




CHAPTER TWELVE,

1, a06vitl sess . avaritises a similar complaint
against his cruelty and greed 1s made by Otho (Tac.Hlst.T1.37,487).
Diseipline and thrift were negessary after Nero's laxity,
depredations and fantestlc extravagance (ecf.Mackendrick,

e Mut mes Speak,189,19%) so that Galba's pollcy was
not 80 mach to blam@ 88 his ministers, Suetonius admits
himgelf that the state was in grave financial need (Yesp.16.3),
vequlring forty thousand million sesterces to balance the
‘budgets Nero had inaugurated several smbltlous bullding
‘pr@grams, such ag the dériﬁth canal, the canal f£rom Rome
to Ostiay and the rebullding of Rome itself, Some of these
schemes, such as the Corinth canal, were dropped, but Galba
would stlil have to defray the cost of work silll in progress,
and of work not pald for at this time of his acgession. Vid,
Bourne,ihe Public VWorks of the Julio-Clzudisns sud the Flavians,
L7 £f, The only public work known to have besen underiaken
by Galba himself was the resboration of the Horrea Galbas
immediately behind the Portus Aemilia (Nasb,l L81),

In addition to the problems caused by the expense of
these huge enterprlses, Galba had to face the problem of
Inflation caused, to a great extent, by Nero's policy of
protecting himself by debasing the silver coinagejVid.Mattingly,
ReC. 183.

Galba was injudiciously niggardly in refusing to pay
the donstives promlsed in his neme by Nymphidius, but the
payment of thls huge sum would have perhaps completely breoken
the already overburdened exchequer. His three lieutenants,
however,were much to blame for Galba's downfall. They were
shamelessly venal in selling officeés, privileges and ilmmunitles
by the score (chap.l53Plut.Glab.l6;Tac.Hist.I.333Dio LXLV,2).




Galba's parsimony appears Lo have been second only teo
Vespasien's (who faced similar probleus exacerbated by the
Civil Wars), though he did allow some tribute reduction in
Spain and Gaul, in the provinces whilch had supported him .
(Col, L. XIV,4708), Tacitus (Hlst.I.8) is corroborated by
the evidence of Spanish and Gallic coins issued by Galba.

One coin shows Hispania proudly standing before Galbs on

whom she i1s bestowing the palladium (Grantsop.cit.,%9),
another bears the legend QUADRUHENSIMA REMISSA, which was
probably the 2% per cent portoriumy vid., Mattingly sC.R.E.
I,plate 58, no.7. These are presumably the taxes which
Vespaslan repealed (£§§Q.16.l) since he had received no such
service from Spain and Gauly Yet even he allowed benefits
granted by previous emperors to stand, at least occassionally.
In a letter to the Varacinians in Corsica, dated October Yth,
78 B,De (Cololis yX48038) he confirms one of Augustus acts of
generositys "Beneficla tributa vobis ab dive Augusto post
septimun consulatum, quae in tempora Galbae rvetinuistis,
conilrmo.”

) That Galba was in need of support for his new regluse .
is elearly demonstrated by his colnage, so full of propagenda,
It glorifies Spain or Gaul (Mattingly, C.R.E.I,109), or
celebrates the resta?atlon of consbitutional government
(ibid. ,plate XXXVII,B) by bearing such legends as ROMA RENASC.,,
LIBERTAS PR.,VICTORIA PR.,CONCORDIA PR. He even uses the
title of his former patronessy DIVA AUGUSTA, as & legend,
glnce she wasg a reépect@d member of the imperial household

(Grant, Romap imperlal Monex,168).

glvitates- unissets of. chap.9, note on "tumultuari
Galllas", TIhere isy alt present, no evidenee to show which
upanish states ne punished.

praepesitosimilitary officers, Cf, LQthe.l.2. They

may also have been local offlclals who worked with the
procurators.
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proguratoreg: of. chap.?, note on " varie ,.... rexit",
where the mutual snimosity &f CGalba and these imperial preocurators
18 clearly seen, They may well have deserved thelr punishment.

2 glagsiarios: at this period there were two
Itallan fleets, stationed at Misenum and Ravenna (Aug.493
Starr, The Roman Imperial Navy, 11ff.). These had replaced
the earlier one at Forum Julil, which had probably merged by
degrees wlth the fleet at Misenaw. Opriglnally the fleests
were menned by ilmperial slaves or fréedmen, and the soldlers
on board were not regular leglonaries but marines (glassiaril,
classicl or émpaTar) who did not possess the standing of the
legilonaries (1bld.59,59). VNero, upon learning of the revolt
of Vindex, brought numbers of these marines into Rome, since
in his day they were elither freedmen or.gggegfig; who owed
alleglance to the emperor alone, because only he could
enrol, then, Galba accidentally caused many of the ordinary
marines to be slaughtered (cf, Tac,Hist.I.31), thereby
slienating the Leglo Classica, the élite of the glassiaril.,
These immediately defected to Otho as soon as he made his
move, Vid.Parker, op.clh.,L00; Starr, op.cit.,81; Hardy,
1475 m&E.,XI 1382

giarlio sos Cogorel: Galba was acting
coastitutionally, for only eitizens could be enrolled as
leglonaries, Before Wero's panle measures only one similar
legion had been enrolled, the Legio XXI Rapax, by Augustus

to f£11l the gap caused by the Varian disaster (Tac.inp.l.l)e
The accounts gilven by Plutarch (Galb.l5) and Dio (LXIII,3)

are somewhat different, These inform us that the marines
demanded their cagle in a tumultuous menner, Calba
hegltated, but by no means refused, whereupon some marines
drew their swords and followed him menacingly., He then ordered
the av:alvv to charge, and there was 2 ecmsid» _b;L sloughter.
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agullom et siecns: the ggulla was an eagle wade of
gold or silver, generally holding a thunderbolt, and the
equivalent of our modemn vegluental colours, Thls was the
legionary staondard aifter the Marian srmy reforus of 104 3,0,
Cfe ClcelpkeT.9.2%3D10 ¥L,18.1, If & legion golned eny
gpecial distinetions, thesce were sttached to the ggulla.
The glgna were silver-plated lances, with a cross-bar near
the top, and these constitubted the standards of the maniples
which comprised tvo centuries (Pliny N U, X0ITI,58),Vid,
Ralie sV 11?9«-82 25&«2.»3 Harquardt, 1% 345,3537 4359,
nuiaso equlte disiecit: Plutareh (Galb.l?) says h
ordered the G“V&lrj tc charge,y Dio (LNITI«]3) says he attach
then with his army, ki ling 7,000, Tacitus (His$.1.6)
comments upon the folly, "tot milibus inermium militum
trucidatis”, Golba's entry was os bloody as Sulla's,

declnavit: the punishaent is mentioned la eayly
republicen tlues, and it Ls described by both Livy (II.59)
and Rienyaivs {IX.50) in the cas of 4pp. Claudias ond ais
mitinous army in W71 8.¢, Cf, @éaiakgzsgglig,k8,laTae.gg@.
711,21,  TDecimation wes the severe nlliltery punilshuent
whereby one tenth of o leglon or company which had defaulted
or defected was chosen by lot for executicn. The rest recelved
barley in liocu of vheat as provislons, andwere comnpelled to
bivouac outside the camp or yallum, whichwas not only a
disgrace but often dangerous. Cf.Folybius,vI,33,

Germenorun. gohortem: Octavian was the lirst Lo
enploy Cermans a5 a bodyguard after Matina (Lug.49.1).
These he dlsuissed for emotlonnl reasons after the Variamn
disastor in 10 2.9, They were restored by Tiberius (Tacg.inn.
I,2k), Caligula, too,malntalned a bodyguard of Betavians
($8112.58)e  Come of the trlbes whlch provided these bodyguerds
were the Sueli,Ubil,Frisii and Batavii (Col.L. VI.4337-4345,
4716 ,8802-8812),
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commodo: the bounty granted by a general (under the
republic) or emperor, usually consisting of land or a luap
sun. Cf.Aug.2W4,49; Calig,.lWd; Vit.15.
cn, Delabellas married Petronia, Vitellius' wife
before he became emperor (Vit.63Tac.ist.IT.64)., He was
a relative of Galba (Tac.[ist.I.88) and wany expected him
to be chosen by Galba as heir (Plut.Galb.,23). Otho exiled
him to Aguinum (Plut.,0tho,5) because he was related to Galba,
of an anclent, respected family, and a possible contestant
for the throne, In April, 69 A.D.,after Otho's death, he
returned to Rome, only to be denounced by Plancius Varus,
one of his most intimate friends. Vitellius, though inclined
to pardon him, was prevalled upon by his wife, Triarla, not
to sacrlfice the safety of his position to his feelings of
clemency, He therefore found him gullty of seditious
intrigue with the troops and had him murdered (Tac.Hist.II.63).
verene an falsgso:s 1t seems likely that awany of the tales

were untrue, Rumours tend to grow in exaggeration, and
Galba's parsimonlous ways were such a contrast to the lavish
expenditure of his predecessor; vid.chap.l2.ly on "avaritia'.

ordinario: the_servus ordinarius,vid.Smith, op.cit.,
SV. Servus.

denarios: Plutarch (Galb.16) presents us with a
different aspect, saying that Galba gave Canus some gold
pleces, and remarked that they came out of his own pocket
(vid.infra), not from the public funds.

e, peculiaribus loculis suls: emphasising that he
was spending his own money.



CHAPTER THIRTEEN,
adventus elus non gratus fult: cf. Plutarch (Gakb.15.3)
where CGalba was exposed to censure for the deaths of Nymphidiusg,
Cingonius, Mithrlidates, end Turpillanus.

Spectaculo: gpectaculum 1s used to describe any of
the four major forms of entertalnment at Rome, the theatre,
the stadiumy the ampliitheatre, o2nd the ciraus.
Atallanis: the actors of the Iabula fAtellana, a type
of farce which came to Rome from Atella in Campanila, It
roelied upon stock characters and a broads earthy humour; vid,
Livy VII.2; Wight Duff, & Literary History of Rome,It,837f;
Bieber, gp.elt. ,145-146,148+1503 Beare, gp.cit.,12,13,15,129=140,
gantloums part of a play written in trochalc gseplenaril
and 8poken to muslcal accompaniment, albternating with the
diverbium, the colloguial part of the comedy. The gaptlcum
might also have heen a song sung to muslcal accompaniment
(Beare, 0p.clt. 211=224),
"Wenlt Onesimus a villa": Onesimus is perhaps a
common name for a mlser in Atellan comedy, or a rustic. There
are several variant readings here eg. "Venit Dorsennus®
(Lachmann) or “Venit gcﬁe Simus", Simus (flat-nosed) was the
cant word for a clown. Galba was jeered at not only for
his meanness but also for hig provincialism, having spent
time in Germany and Africa, and eight years in Zpain (Vid.chap.ll).
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN,

, of,Tac.Hlgh.1.%49: “malor -
privatus visusg, dumn pfiVatus, et omnium eonsensu capax imperil
nisi imperasset®, Ausonius (Caes.VII) describes him as

" Spe frustrats senex',

documents epregil prinelipls: Suchnius seems unable
or unwllling to specify any. There appears to be a prejudlice
agalnst Galba in Suetonlus' acccunt, which does not tally
with Tacitus and Plutarch.

Invlisa: sostoo, in Tacitus (Hist.I.?7),"inviso semel
principi seu bene seu male facta parvem invidism adferebant”.
He adds that the new court- possessed the same evlls as the
old Qne,iﬁhe-only difference was that Galba's age aroused
ridicule among vulgar people accustomed to Nero's youth
and beanty.Dio (LXLV,.2) states that Gslba was held responsible
‘for the crimes of his asscelates, since he elther condcned.
them or was lgnorant and therefore negligent. Cf. Plutarch
(Galb.15:3).

2, regebabtur triuw arbitrio: "potentia princ]aauaa
divisa in Titum Vinlum ,.... Cornelium Laconem ..,. nec
minor gratia Icelo,Galbae liberto," (Tac,Hist,I.13).

paedagogoss "vulgo paedagogl dicerentur" (Aur.Viet,
Ep.6). Under Tiberius sejanus played a siwmilar pard
(Tac,Aon.1¥.7%) and under Nero the role was played by
Tigellinus (Plut.G2lb.17).

Titus Viniug: the flrst of the Vinil te attain
consular rank, His father was of a. praetorian family and
his grandfather was proscribed by the second triumvirate.
Vinius was born in 12 A,D, and served;x;miiita?y tribune
under Calvisius Sabinus in Pannonia during Caligula's relgn.

He was imprisoned for having an affair with his commanding
officer's wife, and subsequently freed by Claudius. Thereafter
he completed the egursus honorum, and became prastor, lLegstus
legionlg, and was finally made proconsulay governor of
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Gallia Narbonensis by Claudius, ile was Galba's legate in
spain afterwards, and so berame an intimate of the future
gOVETNnoTr, In 69 A.D, Galba made him consul, Vinius caused
Galba to support Vindex (vid.chap..ll) and exerted great
influence over the emperor (Tac.ldlst.l.b6). He was described
by Tacitus (lbid.) as "deterrimus mortalium™, Otho's
soldiers put him to death immedilately after they had dlgpatched
Galba (Plut.Galb.27.4), although he had supported Otho's
claim to become Galba's helr (Ibld.21).

cuplditatls immensae: ci, Plutarch (Galbe.l2) where
Tigellinus is sald to have bought his safety by bribing Vinius.

B Ao B

history. It 1s possible that he was a freedman of the
Cornellan gens, who supported Galba instead of the imperial
procurators in Tarraconensis, The emperor then made him

the colleague of Nymphidus in the praetorian prefecture, a
position he held alone after the latter's death. He and
Icelus (vid.infra) supported Piso's adoption by Galba, Vinius
that of Otho (vid.supra)d. In addition Laco refused to

travel to Germany to appesse the disaffected Vhine army led
by Vitellius, and he concealed certain seditious intrigues
within his own camp. By persuading Galba to visit the troops
that had acclaimed Otho, Laco was instrumental in the emperor's
death (Tac.Hisht.T.l3<46), Slutrreh (Galb.27.%) says he was
killed with Galba, but Tacitus' account of his duplicity snd
cowardice makes this extremely unlikely,

asgessores the agssessores were legal adviscors to
consuls, praetors, governors and judges, Laco was presumably
a lower-=grade civil servant before he came to the notlce of
Galba, Vid. ilommsen, S. I .318: II , 242,

proefectus praetorii: Sejanus was the rsal founder

of the praetorians, As sole prefect from 23 A,D. onwards
he concentrated the cohorts in one camp outside the citye.
The political dmportomce of the prastorians dates frowm his

tenure of office, Their number varied, Augustus enrolling nine



cohorts, c¢ach five-hundred strong, Vitellius as many as
sixteen, Sribery of the praetorlans as o means of gaining
the "imoerium/ began with Claudius (Claud.l1C.M%).

Icelus: a {freedman of Galbs and nrobably =2 Greek

by birth, whom¥ero imorisoned upon hearing of Galba's revolt.

Tt

fe wars releaced nfter ¥ero's death, and =llowed Nero's body
to be cremated (Nero 49). It war Icelus who brought the
news of Nero's death to Galba =nd informed him of his
acclamation at Rome (vid.chap.22 =nd Plut., Galb,7). For
this service he was rewarded with the equestrian ring and the

name of Marcianus (vid.infra), Cf. Tac.lict.I.13. Ctho,

whose adoption by Grlba he had opposed (ibid), had him
executed,

anulis aureis ornato: c¢f. cha .10.3,

Meyciani cognomine: he =scumed the praenomen and
nomen of his patron, Galba, =o that his full name became
Servius Sulpicius Marcienus,

summ=se equestris graducs: at this period the highest

eguestrian office wag the vrefecture of the praetorisns:
vid.supra, note on Lacoj also MHommsen, Z. IIIB, 565,
out vix sibl inse constaret: as in Tarraconensis,
cf. chen,9,
varcior: cf. chap,12,1: Tac.Hist.I.49, where Galba

i= described =< "necuniae alienae non appetens, suse parcus
publicae avarus',

principi electo: unlike the Julio~Claudisn emnerors

who nh=d reached the throne because of their family connections,
alba had been elected by the army, the senate, nd the pneople
(Plat. Galb.,7.2).

iliud aetatics : i.e. seventy-tvo.

inauditos: unconstitutionally, vid.chap.9.l, note on
"mploranti leges'.
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3. Civitates R, raro dedil: according to Tacltus
({ist,7.8) he did grant citizenship to thosge tribes which
had actively alded Vindex, the Aedul, Arverni and the Sequani,
but 1t is dmprobable that he enfranchised the tribes as a
vhole, Tn 48 A,D, Cleidins had granted full citizenship
to the Gallic nobllity of CGallla Comata (T=c.fnn XI.23),
and Galba presumably acted in & simllar manner, especially,

as Suetonius says, he seldom granted the franchise to
Individuals, Plutarch (Galbh.18) 1s probably correct in .
maintaining that Vinius' influence csused Galba to grant
Roman e¢itigenship to certaln of the Gauls, but it seems
likely that Galba knew of Vinius' machlnations, yet needed
to conciliate the Gauls who had supported Hindex aince the
rest of Gaul and the Rhine armies were antagonlstic towards
him, Vid.Hardy, op.gllt.,157ff. The granting of cltlzenship
was not haphazard, but carried out according to a carefully
planned scheae, Claudlus, for the most part, fellowed the
goupse btzken by Auguétus, and did not grant the citlzenship
indiscrlminately, as Geneca would have us belileve
(Apocolocymtosis 3). Nero, like Tiberius, was less
gystematic in this respect, but Galba would presumably
acecept the well-tried system used by Augusgtus and Claudius,.
Vid. Sherwin-VWhite, The Roman Citlzenship, 180 ff,

lura trium liberorum: the author was himself granted
the right by means of Pliny's influence (vid,introduction).
Originally Augustus had designed a law to promote family life,
since the tendency at Rome in the first century B.C. had been
towards celibacy. The aristocracy considered marriage and
children to be an onerous responsibility to be avoided, so
that some kind of inducement became a necessity. By the
Lex Julia de weritandis ordinibus of 18 2.C. and the Lex
Papla Poppaea of 9 B.C, Auguatus planned to aid those with
three chlldren or more, and to penalize married men wlthout
childrenjef.Dio LIIT,10ff., He taxed the unmarried and
made 1t impossible for them to benefit from legacles, and
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from the childless he exacted half of any legacy which had
been left them, Those with three chilldreny however,were
excused jury duty, for exemple (Claud.l5.1l), and had prior
claim to magistracles (Pliny Ep.X.94).,  An honorary ius
trium liberorum was granted In certaln cases by the senatey
and later by Claudius (Claud.l9) and subsequent emperors, as
in the case of Suetonius and Pliny. Cf,Tac.Ann.II.5l;Mommsen,
s. 11, 888.

In spite of these laws, however, the attractlons of
celibacy were still too strong (Tac.hnn.III.25), and according
to McDougall (Introduction to Soclal Psychology, 271), a
weakening of the soclal sanctions of the reproductive and
parental instincts played a prominent part in the destruction
of Roman soeiety. CLf.Dill, Roman Soclety from Nero teo M.Aurelius
70 £f. One of the main causes of the weakening of these
senctions appears to have been the rapld development of
concubinage, a union similar to matrimonium but lacking
the affectio maritelis end honor metrimonii. Vid.R.E., XIV,
2259 £f.; Smith; sv. Lex Julia et Papla Poppaeas Shuckburgh,
Augustus, 226 ff,

gextam decgurism : l.e. to lighten thelr dutles,

The measure 1s probably a sign of Galba's desire to curb
public expenditure. In 70 B.C. the Lex Aurella established
three classes of judices, the genatores, the ggultes,and the
tribunl serarii (Livy Ep. XCVII3 Cle. Pro Cluent.47.130).
Cagsar, in 46 B,C,, abolished the third class, but Antony
reinstated it two years later, abolishing the property
gualiflcations and substituting service in the cavalry or

as a centurion. Augustus added a fourth class (Aug.32.2)
end Caligula a fifth (Calilg.l6), which ralsed the number

of indices to almost four thousand (Pliny N.H, XXXIII,30),
so that at this perlod there would be approximately one
thousand in each decuria. The decuriae were filled by those
whom the prsetor had chosen from among the citizens possessing
the requislte property qualiflicationss the jundices for
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civil cases were btaken from the decurise. Vid.Mommsen, S,
11T, 535, A .
gongessum ‘g Claudlo beneficium: under Claudius the
ipndices appear to have served from spring t11ll the beginning
of winter without a break (Claud,23.1).

Previously there had been two terus of duty. During
the prinecipate a begeficlum was a right bestowed by the
emperor on classes or Individuals, such as exemption from
certaln tributes or taxes (Mommeen, . II’,p.1126). Galba
was acting congtitutionally inasmuch as a beneficium lasted
only during the emperor's pleasure. At his death 1t becane
null and void unless re«granted by hisg successor, Galba
presumably lengthened the "legal" year for existing liidices
in order to avoid the necessity of creating and paying a
new cless,

CHAPTER FIFTEEN,

1. genatorla et equestris officis:the senatorial
clags under the early principate held provincial governorships,
commanded leglons, were urban praetors, or in charge of
public works, The equestrians provided the frefects of the
fleets,of the corn supply, or, more impeortant still, of the
praetorians, An equestrian invariably ruled Egypt, and:
several smaller northern prévinces, and above all they formed
the imperlal tax offlcers (progcur . ),vid,chap.9.
In the latter duty the equites had gained much experlence
as private tax~collectors under the republie, Here the
senatorial offices referred to were probably the governorships
and nilitary commands, the equestrlan offlces most likely

meant were the military commands and procuratorships. Galba
feared the governors and commanders as possible rivals,

and the procurators he both suspected and desplsed (chaps.9,
12). Vid. Greenldge, gp.cit. 4OL,



bienni spatio: Galba had been governor of Hispanla
Tarraconensls for elght years and Otho had been legate of
Lusitania for ten years (chap.9.l).

nisl invitis ac recusantibus: In which case they
would lack ambitious designs, and would be less inclined to
ruin the provinces by thelr exbtortlon than Nero's procurators
in Hispania Tarraconensis., That CGalba was strict with his
governors and legates is shown in the case of Caecina
(Tac.Hist.T1.53). This " handsome young man of great stature
and excesslve ambition' was promoted by Galba to the rank of
legatus legionis in Upper Germany. ‘When prosecuted by
Galba for peculation he declded to escape punlishment by
stirring up the seeds of dlscontent which were not lacking
in the German armies,

Vespaslian, who was even more notoriocus than Galba
for his parsimonious ways, actually appointed avariclous
tax collectors so that he might appropriate thelr ill-gotten
fortunes by condemming them after thely term of offlce
(Tesp.16).

liberalltates: Nero squandered twenty-two hundred
million sesterces, according to Tacltus (Hlst.l.20).
He lavished rewards on all who pandered to his tastes, glving
~a million sesterces to the chlef judges at the Olymplan
Gemes and four hundred thousand sesterces to the Pythian
prophetess for uttering oracles which pleased him (Dio LXIIZI,
1%)s On one journey in 66 L.D, Nero spent eight hundred
thousand sesterces per day on prowisions (ilbid.2). CGalba
recovered some-of the gifts, but obviously offended not only
the reclplents of Nero's favours but also many of the people
who had purchased anything from them, for they were compelled
to reunlt Nero's gifts without compensation. These actions
helped to gain for him the reputation of a miser,

scaenlgl: actors, The Roman upper classes had

always regarded wuch people as vulgar, and 1t 1s with greatb
contempt that Tacltus (Ann.XV.59) describes Nero as "ille



gcaenicusy” ef. Dlio LXI,20.

xyeticls athletesyef. Aug.%5. The word 1s derived
from xystus, a covered colonade used as a winter training
ground (Vitruv., ¥.1ly Pliny Ep. II.17.173Aug.72.3). Nero
had been especlally generous to artists, poets and athletes,
provided only that they did not challenge his own superiorityj
vid, Suetonius, Vlta Lucani.

2, gomltes: vid, chap.7, note on "cohortem amicorum",

libertoss i.e. Icelus and Halotus., By allowing
these to profit Galba incurred the enmlity of many others,
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like Nymphidius, who had not gained from the change of emperor.

populo deposcente gupplicium: Tlgellinus was perhaps
the most hated man in Rome after Nero, and Galba showed
1ittle discretion in protecting himy ef.Plut.Galb.8,17.
Tacltus clearly Intilmateg that no one in the c¢ity would be
content wlth anything less than his death, Vinius had
either been bribed to win over Galba and so secure Tigellinus!
safely, or needed friends because he was unsure of his own
‘position (Hist.I.72).

Halotil: Claudius' food-baster and executioner
(Tac.Ann. XIT.66).

Tigellind: was banished by Caligula for adultery
with the emperor's sisters, Recalled by Claudius he was
suspected of a similar offence and removed a second time
from Rome to Achaila. During the relgn of Wero, Agrippina
reinstated him, and the emperor made him praetorian prefect
in place of Burrus who had died (63 A.,D.). He was renowned
for his physical attraction, and notorious for his amorality
and profligacy (Tac.Ann.XIV.51), qualities which quickly
bought him to the notice of Nero. Jany of Nero's worst
crimes were devised by him, and it was through hils influence
and that of Poppaea that the Pisonian conspiracy was the
pretext of so many executions (Tec.Ann.XV.61).  Perceiving
Galba's position to be stronger than that of WNero he abetted
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the rebellion by wlnning over some of Nero's soldlers. Otho
compelled him to commlt suleide (Tac.Hlst.I.72). Tacltus
(ibid). and Hardy (118) briefly descrlbe his rise and fall.

incolumes praestitlit: according to Tacitus Vinius
procured Tigellinus' safety for his own purposes (Hist.I.72).
Dio (LX1V,.3) states that Galba would not pander to popular
desire because he felt that such behaviour did not befit an
CMPeror.

procutaticnes vid. chap.9, note on procuratores.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN,

abat invidia apud milltes: cf ,Tac.

in verba s.... iutrantibus: c¢f. note, chap.ll and Plut.
Galb. 10.3.

donativum grandius golitc: Claudius began the custom
of granting a huge donative to the praetorlians, when he
became emperor in 4l A,D. Created emperor by the praetorieans,
he gave each man 15,000 sesterces (Claud.l0). Nero gave
them the same (Dio LX1.3). Nymphidius offered them twice
the sum, ané 5,000 sesterces to each legionary (Hardy,92),
a sum which, had it been raised, would have caused more
distress than all the evils inflicted by Nero (Plut.Galb.2.2).

praepositl: the officers suborned by Nymphidius, who
were instrumental in Galba's coup (ibid).

legere se militem, non emere consuesge: Galba's strictness

had pleased the soldlers while he was a general, but now it
vexed them, accustomed as they were to an emperor of Nero's
calibre (Tac.flst.l.5).

"ENOVENS esess PLEYOIGUE: C

. _— 7 )

Antonius Taurus et Antonius Naso,ex urbanis cohortibus

Aemllius lacensis, e vigilibus Iulius Fronto."
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ut suspectos et Nymphidl socios: Galba rightly
distrusted Nymphidius and his alliles, As soon as he realized
that his influence was not to be paramount Nymphidius attempted

to suborn the praetorians to his own cause, The plan

misfired, and his erstwhile supporters were won over to Ctho's

side, the officers through fear, the soldiers because Ualba

had not paid the promised donative (T-c.Hlst.I.25; Plut.Galb.23),
2, guperioris Germanlae exercitus: Vitellius, the

future emperor, was sent by Galba toc Lower Germany to command

the four legions there, the I Germanlca, the V_Alauds. the

XV _Primigenia and the XVI Gallica (Tac.Hist.Tl.5%). Hordeonius

Flaccus,y an old man and an invalid, quite incapable of

controlling his troops or maintaining Galba's cause, was sent
to Upper Germany, lHe was subsequently outmanoeuvered and
deceived by Civilis the following year, (Tac.Hllst.T.93IV.13,418,
24 etc. . ‘Galba dilspatched Vitellius to Lower Germany either
through the influence of Vinius, or because he considered that
Vitellius was more interested in eating than in empire (Vit.7).
He was well recelved by the army, reversed the corrupt policy
and gralt of Fonteius, his predecessor, and was soon thought
of as a possible candidate for the imperium (Tac.Hist.l.52),
Moreover he was not unwilling to accept overtures iroa his
troops., The unwise action of Galba In ilgnoring the victory
of the Rhine army over Vindex, of rewarding the latter's
rebellious followers, and of punishing the Gallic supporters
of Verginius incensed the leglons and their Gallic allies.
They were ready for revolt, néeding only a leader, Vitellius,
with hls family background and position,provided them with one.
Cf. chap.9.

tal, Tan: January lst., the date on which all soldlers
took the oath of alleglance to the emperor, cf, chap.ll.

recusarunts Tacitus (Hist.I.1l2) states that the
soldlers in Jpper Germany broke their oath to Calta and

promised only to obey an emperor chosen by the senate and

Roman people.
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Plutarch (Galb.22) is in agreement. Later Tacitus adds that
the army of Lower Germany did take the oathy though with
reluctance (Hist.I.55).

in _nowmen senatus: ef, Tac,Hist.I.56, " in senatus
ac popmlinﬁomani verba lurasse., Id sacramentun insne visum,"
The oath was obviously empty, so in order to protect
themselves the soldlers were compelled to elect en emperor;
of. Plut,Gaib.22.3.

praetoriangs: vid. chap.llt,2, notes on Laco and
praefectus praetorii, The lmportance of the praetorians as
emperor-makers had now becgome apparent.

21E cum: the Rhine leglions, generally
considered amcng the best in the empire (Plut.Galb.l0: Tac.
Hist. I.51), due to strict diselpline and the rigours of
climate and country, were vexed that a single Spaniéh Legion
(the Leglo Hispense, vid.chap.10.2) had made an emperor after
they had proved themselves by suppressing an insurrection,.
However, they now reslized that they could do likewlse, and,
further insulted by Galba's actions (vid.supra), they were
prepared to act,

eligerent: although the cholce of the next emperor
was left nominally to the senate, the senate could not act
without the support of the praetorians (Tac.ilst,T.1l2), as
the Rhine legions now knew only toco well,
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN,

orbitatem: of. chap.8, Galba's wife and children
had died and to thils he erroneously attributed his lack of
popularity. Plutarch (Galb.19.l) describes Galba's feelings
in exactly the same way, v

Pisonem: Luclus Calpurnius Piso Frugl Licinisnus,
son of M.Lliecinius Crassus Frugl, who was cosul in 27 A.D.,
and Serlbonia, a granddaughter of Sextus Pompelus, the
republlcan admiral, and related to Scribonia, the first
-wife of Augustus, Plso had three brothers, one executed
by Claudius, who also executed his mother and father,

CF. Seneca De Morte Claudi Caesaris 11, "Oceldit (Claudius)
in una domo Crassum, Magnum, Scriboniam"., Nero executed
another brother, and the third, Lic.Crassus Scribonius, out=
lived Plso and, according to Tacitus (Hilst.IV.39), refused
the imperium though it was offered to him. Plso's 1life was
unfortunate throughout. Born in 38 A.D., (Tac.Hhist.l.48) he
wag exliled by Nero, possibly after the death of his brother
Lioinius Crassus, He therefore held no eivil offices in

the state, a stigma for one of his family background. Galba
and he died on the same day (Plut.Galb.27.4).

Galba's intentions in choosing Piso were excellent;
his cholce, however, proved dlsastrous. Piso was a phillosopher,
not a statesman, and a practical politician was needed at
this vital juncture. The praetorians feared that he shared
Galba's views on donatives, snd had some concession been
made-even at this late moment, the crisis might have been
postponed or even averted (ef.Plut.Galb.23.3). Otho was
compelled to act, being distrusted by Galba, and therefore,
presumably, by Piso,. His position was strong, for he had
already won over the praetorians by a judiclous distribution
of gifts (Tac.list.I.23).

egregivm  iuvenem: he is similarly described by
Plutarch (Galb.23), Tacltus (Hist.I.1l%) and Dio (LX1V.5).
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In_bona et nomen adscitum: ef, Tac.Hist.I.1l5, where
no mentlon is made that Plso was already named as Galba's
private helr, Plutarch, too,1s sillent on this matter.
After his adoption Plso's name was Serviusg Sulpieius Galbs
Caesar, (Henzen, Agta Fratrum Arvalium, XCI; MeCrum=-Woodhead,
Documents of the Flavian Fmperors, 13).

repente o.se. adprehendit: the choice of Piso 1s
also described as sudden and unexpected in Plutarch (Galb.23.
1), Tacitus, however, states that the succession was dlscussed
In a councell with Vinius, Laco,Marius Celsus and Ducenius
Geminus. Vinius supported Otho, but he was opposed =nd
defeated by Laco and Icelus, (Tac.Hist.I.13,i4), elther
because of thelr antagonism towards Vinilus or because Laco
had already won over Piso and hoped to control him in the same
way that he controlled Galba, without interference on the
part of Vinius,

' pro contione:= before the praetorians, Nerva and
later emperors used the same formula (Dio LXVIIIL,3: Mommsen,
8. II°, 1137). Previous adoption into the imperial family
had taken place according to strict legal forms; cf, Aug.b64,69%,
for Augustus' adoption of Galus and Lucius, and later of
Tiberiusy Tac. Ann.XII.26, for Nero's adoption by Claudius,
Galba dispensed with the legal formalitles inasmuch as he
consldered them nuot binding on an emperor, and thus adoption
became a simple declaration of intention (puncupatio) made
publicly (in gontlone). The date was January 10th (vid.
Henzen, loc.cit.) when the Arval Brethren sacriflced in
honour of the event, '

ne tune quidem ..... facte: an Injudicious omission
which finally cost him the support of the troops (cf.Plut.
Galb.23) and enabled Otho to galn thelr support with ease,
"faclliorem occasionem .... Othonl praebuit." CIf,Plut.Galb.24.
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conata: 1t appears likely that Otho was wllling to
avait Galba's death and thereby to succeed legally, for Galba
was seventy-two, and could not be expected to live muen longer,
He had, however, previously laid plans for seizing the
imperium and 1f Galba passed him over he was fully prepared
to act (Tac,Hist.I.23). '

.
3
2

CHAPTER BEIGHTEEN,

1. monstyrs coe... xitum ,.... portendervant: they
heralded the deaths of the other emperors, too. Tacltus
and Plubtarch barely mention the portents; for them the politlcal
scene 1s vivid enough and of greater importance., DIll (gp.cite,
452) scathingly remarks, "The blographer of the Caesars may
contend with Dion Cassius for the honour of being probably
the most supérstltious chronicler who ever dealt with great
events,”

per omne iter: i,e8, from Hispanla Tarraconensis to

Rowme .,

dextra sinistragque victimae caederenturs of. Callg.13s
Appisn B,C.V.2W; Tac.Higt.Il.70.

rupto vinculo: a similar ocairrence foretold the
death of Titus (Tit.10).

speculator: speclally chosen from the praetorisns to
act as the emperor's bodyguard (C,I.L.ITT.33953V.45,278k,
2832,50713 Claud.35.1ly Tac, Hist.IT.11l). According to
Tacitus, there were twenty-four in each cohort (Hist.I.27,
31,35). Cf. Darembery-Saglioc, op.cit.,IV, sv.Praetoriae Cohortes.

2. Fortugam suyam: CGf. chap.h.3. Sulla had bullt a
great sanctuary of Tortune at Praeneste {Palestrina), twenty

Zoo v

miles east of Rome, probably hils most grandiose project
(MacKendrick, op.cit.,116 £f.).
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He even called himself fellx, and was, according to Sallust
(Bedoe?5.4), " fellcelssimus omnium ante civilem victoriam.”
Galba's attitude towards Fortuna was clearly simllar to Sulla's,
Capltolinge Veneris cf. Balig.7. Jordan (op.elt.,l.42)
states that the only temple dedilecated to Venus on the Capitoline
wag thet of Venus Eryeina, Platner and Ashby (gp,eit.,551)
agree and think that thils was the temple vowed by Q.Fabius
Maximus after the digaster at Trasimene in 217 B.C. (Livy
$XXI1.9,10), and dedicated by him in 215 B.C.(lbid.XXXIT,30,31).
nihil Invenit praeter .....i the sacrifice had already
been held, but all the essentlal parts of the ritual had been
reversed. In order to obtain a propitious omen the conduct
of the sagerifice had to be correct to the last detail, The
priest should have been attended by a young, white-clad
accolyte, the incense should have been carrled in a special
casket (pcerra), and the wine should have been poured from
the appropriate vessel (patera), made of preclous metal.
Vid, Daremberg=Saglio, op.eit.IV, sv. gacrificium,
3. GOTONAM ..s.. @Xcldisse: of. chap.ljVUit.9.
auspleanti pullos avolasse: special chickens, pulli,
were kept ian ceremonial coops, gavese, and when omens were
required their appetite was observed, A good appetite was
a good slgny a bad appetite the opposite, For them to
fly away was an indicatlon of imminent disaster, It was
the doctrine of the sugurs that any blrd could give a
tripudium, the ausplces token from an observation of the
behaviour of birds (Cic.de Div.II.35,73), but chickens were
commonly used because of the simplicity of the signs afforded
by them, and because of the rapldity and convenlence with
which such signs could be obtained, Cf.Livy X.40.43Val.Max.l.
4. 3.

adoptionlsg dies vid. chap.l7.
castrensem sellams the geneval's chair is of a simpler
shape than the sella curulls and has stralght legs, Its

shape is shown on a coin In Smith,II,620.
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gurulen (=ellam): originally a chalr in the senate
raised above the level of the majorlty, for the use ol consuls,
praetors, maglstrates with consular or praetorian imperium,
dletators, censors, the paglster couitum and the Flemen Dislis.
Vrom the time of Augustus onwards (Dio LIV.10) the emperor
also possessed such a chalr, between those of the consuls
(Mommsen ,S. TII', 936). A similar sella curulls was also
used by magistrates in the munlcipia (1bid.I,384). For an
1llustration of 1ts shape vid.Salth, loc.clt.

CHAPTER WINETEEN,

1. percusgores: cf, chap.23,

nand multo post: both Taclitus (Hist.L.29) and Plutarch
(Galb.25.4) state that the informatlon arrived as the
sacrifices were being conducted,

castrazl.e. of the Praetorian Guard.Vid.chap.lh.2,
note on prgefectus oraetorii. The overwhelming ilumportance
of the praetorians 1s readily shown by the fact that Tacitus
makes mention of their camp elght times from the death of
Caligula ti1ll the accegsion of Vesgpasian.

plerisaue ..., sSuadentibus: Vinius advised him to
fortify the palace and arm the slaves. Laco and Icelus,
again at loggerheads with Vinius (cf.chap.l7), Jolned with
Galba's other advisors in persuading him to act promptly in
order to suppress the idolated revolt, "trepldaturum etiam
Othonem," (Tac.Hist.I.33).

auctoritate et praesentla praevalere: the augtoritas
of the emperor was still a potent force, For the imperlal
connotatlon and origin of auctoritas vid,R,G.3h; Syme,R.R.

3225 Grant, From Imperium to Auctoritas, We3ff. .




continere se statult: Vinius had advised him to stay,
Laco and Icelus to go out and meet the danger (Tac,Hist.Il.333
Plut.Galb.25). Cf. chap.l? where Vinilus was agaln ot
loggerheads with Laco and Icelue regarding the choice of a
successor to Galba, The latter, according to Tacltus (log.clt.),
persisted in his personal hatred, to the ruin of the state,

legionariorum: troops brought from Germany, Illyricum
and Britain by Nero, who intended a war against the Albanil
(Tac,Hist,I.6). They were retained in the capital when news
of the uprising reached Nero. Galba sent oificers to the
Illyrien troops encamped in the Poriticus Vipsania, which
occupied the western part of the Campus Agrippae (Platner-
Ashby, 430), to the German detachments, who were bivouascing
near the Atrium Libertatis, an ifmportant bullding which
housed the officers of the gensgor, and presumably his records
(1@;@,56); and also to the praetorlang in thelr camp on the
north-eastern outskirts of the capital (1bid.106). The
praetorians dealt violently with the emissarles and lmmedlately
went over to Otho, being joined without hesitation by the |
marines (vid.chap.1ll.2) who were probably lodged at the Casltra
Misenatlum (ibid.p.105), The Illyrians alsoc defected, aiter
driving away Galba's emlssary, Celsus, at the point of a spear.
Only the Germen troops hesitated, weak as they still were on
account of thelr voyage from Alexendria, where Nero had sent
them, These f{inally declded for Galba, who had shown them
consideration while they were 111, but being strangers to
the city, they lost their way snd arrived too late (Tac.Hist.
I31) Cf. chap,.20.

2. Rumoribus falsis: so, too, in Tec.Hist.T.3% and
Plut,Galb. 26,
"Ouo auctore? Galba remained a disciplinarian

a Hist.1.18.
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equites guibus mandata caedes erat: cf, Tac.Hist.I.40,

desertum a sulss cf, Tac.loc.clts Plut,Galb.26.k,
According to Plutarch (1bid.26.5)s a certain Sempronius
Densus, a centurion of the praetorian cohort who had Ween
assigned by Galba to protect Plso, was the only pereen who
attempted to defend the emperor, Cf, Dio LXLV,63 Tac.dist.I.
43, Tacltus maintains that he tried to glve Piso a chance
to escape,

CHAPTER TWENTY,

1, sunt qui tradant: cf., Tac, Hist.I.4l,"Extreman
eius vocem, ut cuique odium aut admiratio fuit, varie prodidere",
He gives us two accounts of Galba'® last words, that he
asked what harm he had done (corroborated thus far by Dio
LXIV.6) and appealed for a few days to pay the donative, or
that he voluntarily offered his throat to his murderers,
bidding them strike quickly if such a deed would benefit
the state. Plutarch (Galb.27) gives the second version.,
There would have been many pro=Galban and anti-Galban sources
(ef. Godolphin, "The Source of Plutarch's Thesis in the Lives
of Galba and Otho," A.J.Ph. LVI.(1935), 324ff.,) and Suetonius,
no less than Tacitus, would have been able to find a number
of eyewltnesses stlll living when he was collecting his
material. Galba was killed publicly in the Forum, and there
must have been a fe&kéﬁ%ﬁzens or soldiers,still alive forty
years after the assassination, Moreover Suetonius' father
would certainly have heard all about Galba's death, since he
was possibly at Rome in 68/69 A.D, (cf.Qthol0) and certainly
knew people who were.

commillitones: Galba, unlike Nero, was himself a

gsoldiser,
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"Ego vester sum: cf.chap.14.2, note on principi electo.
donativums Galbais‘proud boast was that he levied
troops, he did not buy themj cf.chap.l6.l; Tac.Hist.I.5
Plut.Galb.18.2, It is doubtful whether the obstinate old
man would have forsaken his principles even in the face of
death, Cf. Tac.dlst:I.35.
agerenlts Galbs was being sacrifieed for the state like
a victima; ef.Colipg.52,2, The term was regularly used for

despatching an animal, and also appears in the sacrifileial
formula; ef.; Ovid Fasti I.321,

negue_ praesentium guemquam ....s conatum: vid.chap.l9.
2, note on desertum a_suls.

omnes qui_arcesserentur: vid.chap.l9.l, note on
legionariorum,

2., lacum Curti: a pond in the Roman Forum which had
dried up by the time of Augustus and been converted into
an enclosure., Here every year all the people threw a coin
in performance of a vow they had made to Augustus (Aug.57).
The name 18 derived from the Sabine, Mettlus Curtius, who
fell from his horse while fighting against Romulus, or perhaps
from the brave Roman youth, M'.Curtius, who sacrificed himself
in obedilence to an oracle, to save his country, or from the
consul, C.Curtius (445 3.C.), who consecrated a site which
had been struck by lightning. Vid.Nash,op.cit.,l.5%2ff;
Platner-Ashby, op.cit.,310ff.; Tac.Hist.II.55.

capillo arripere non poterat: Galba was bald;Cf.chap
213 Plut.Galb.27.2.

ad Othonem: an account of Otho's 1life and career 1s
given by Hardy, 163 etc.; Henderson, op.glt.,13-15,22-27,
30-32 etec.; Syme,L152-156,205 et passim,

lixlis caloribusgque: the lixae were dealers who
followed a Roman army selling provisions, Mercatores, if
they are to be distinguished at all from the lixae, dealt in
wares other than provisions; cf. Hirtius de_ Bell.Afr. 75,
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"Lixae mercatoresque plaustris merces portabant.! Both

lixse snd mercatores were occasionally forbidden to follow
the legions (Sall, B.J. 45) from which we may gather that

they did not form part of the military commissariat, The
calones were the soldler's slaves, Even uader the Republic
the number of slaves accompanying an army was large; under

the Emplre it sometimes outnumbered the soldiers, Each
legion possessed its own galones, and to prevent confusion

in the event of attack they were subject to military discilipline
(Josephus B.J., III.6). 1In emergencies both llxae and galones
could be pressed into service (Livy XXIII.16).

fruaris aetate tuak i.e. "Enjoy yourself while you
are young." Cf, Sen.Phaedra hu6."”:TLfﬁot4%évoq'gﬂﬂﬁgév EoTIV
words spoken by Diomedes (Iliad V.254) and Odysseus (Qdyssey
XXIu26),

Patrobll Neronilani: he was executed by Galba along
with Helius, Narclssus, Lucusta and other creatures of Nero's
retinue (Dio LXIV,3). His gognomen and Tacitus' description
of him (Hist.I.49) show that he was one of Nero's freedmen.

redemptums Tacltus omlts these detalls, while Plutarch
(Galb.28) says that Helvidius Priscus, because of Galba's
kindness to him (Cf. Tac.Hlst.IV.6), redeemed the head from
the Sessorium ( a bullding of unknown origin, Nash,II,384;
Platner-Ashby, op.cit., 487) with Otho's permission, and
had it burled at night by Argivus, a freedman.

Argivus: ef. “lut.Galb.28,3; Tac.Hist.I.49,

Aurelia via: an important road (Cic.Phil.XII.9)
one hundred end seventy-five miles In length, running northe
west from Rome to Alsium, and from there along the coast of
Etruria to Vada Volsterrsna, It was constructed sometime
before 109 B.C.,, when its extension, the Via Aemilia Scauri,
was bullt, linking Vada Volaverrana to Vada Sabatia, In

Rome the road led froum the pons Aemilius along the right

bank of the Tiber and up the Jazniculum, where it passed
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through the Porta Aurelis. Vid. ~latner-Ashby, 561; Daremberge
Saglio, on.cit.,sv. Vias R.E.,II,p.2%30,

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE,

Statura fult iusta:s he was of medium size. Julius
Caesar was tall (excelsa statura) and Augustus short (brevis);
ef, Jul.b5; Aug.79.

praecalvo: presumably 1t means Wery bald; cf,chap.20,2,

oculiss Suetonius describes the eyes of most of his
emperors.

aduncto nasos of, Agg;79.

articulari morbo: a general term for gout or arthritis.
Cheragra and Podagra are more specific terms.

| calceun: strictly speaking, the calceug and the

toga were the two pecullarly national features of the homen
costume (Polyb.X¥X¥X,19.2; Clc.Phil.IT.30,76). The galceusg 1is
described as a regular,closed booty with a sole and an upper
part (Aul.XIII.22.5). Etiquette prescribed that the upper=
class Noman should wear the togs and galcei in town, but the
boots were uncomfortable, "Colcel ,.... proprium togae
tormentum," (Tert, de Fallio 5),

Excreverat ..... caro praependebatque: cf. chap.3.3ff,
There are two possible meanings; either Galba was a hunchback
like his father (cf. Domit.23), or he had a growth of flesh
on his right side which was not caused by a spinal deformity.
The second explanation, from the wording, snd from the fact
that Galba is not compared with his father, seems the more
likely. The growth was presumably a tumor, but vhether it

was benign, l.e. non-cancerous and locallzed, or malignant
is not certain. If it was benlgn, 1t would have had no
effect on Galba's health in general, If,on the other hand,
it was malignant, it would have sapped Galba's vitallty



and accounted for his inactivity and hesitancy in Spain
(chap.9). It would also explain the readiness with which
Galba allowed Vinius, Laco and Icelus to take control of
nffairs at Rome (chap.lh), in snite of his experience in
governing and his strict military background. Ain old nan
of seventy~one with a tumour would hardly be capable of
ruling the Roman Emplre, Vid. Blakiston-, New Gould Medlcal
Dictionary, sv., tumor,

CiHAPTER TWENTY-TWO,

cibl plurimi ,...e capere consuerabt: only mentioned
here, but Suetonius paid more attentlon to the personal
habits of the emperors than any other writer of the period;
cf, Claud.33.

ad _pedes stantlibus (sc.gervig): this difficult
passage seems to mean that Galba had the left-overs gathered
together and doled out Iin handfuls to the attendants; cf,
Sen. Ep. 77

Libidines in mares pronior: cf. Claud.33.2, "Libidines
in feminas profusissiimae, marum omino expers."”  Suetonius
plainly possessed less information concerning the prilvate
lives of the second six emperors, especlally the three short=-
lived ones of 68/69 A.D,, 1f we coupare the prominent role
of"sexual licence " in the bilographies of the Julio-Claudians
with the cursory treatment of the theme in the later "Lives".
Galba was possibly free from sexual vices, since Suetonius

was unable to find more than one example,
Icelum: vid,chaps. 11,1k4,
nuntiantem: cf, Plut.Galb.7.2.
velleretur: cf. Jul.45. Caesar had his beard plucked.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE.

tertio et septuagesimo anng: vid. chap.l.l.

imperii mense septimo: i.e. on Jan.l5th, 69 A.D.,
having reigned just over seven months since Nero's death
on Juae 9th, 68 A.D. (Aur,Viect, De Caes. 6; Josephus B,Jud.
IV.9). Vid, chapel.l.

ut prlmum licitum esgt; i.e. after Vespasian's general,
Antonlus Primus, had advanced into Italy (Tac.Hist.III, 7).
Otho's propagenda would be that Galba had supplanted Nero,
the true emperor, and that his own actloas were motivated by
justicé in avenglng Nero. He allowed Nero's busts and
statues to be set up again, »nd reinstated Nero's procuratore:
and freedmen in thelr former positions (Qtho 7.1), but Galba'
statues were torn down (Plut.Galb.26,4), There is a bust of
Galbain the Capitoline Museum at Rome, It possesses an
aguiline nose, o prominent chin and a fine head of hair,
Galba was perhaps in his early fiftles when it was made,
On coins Grlba's aquiline nose is clearly depicted, his _
baldness 1s occasionally concealed, Vid., Mattingly, R.I.C.I.
plates XIII-XV; Grant, Rowmen Imperial Honey, plate XVI,

Senatus ..... statuam el decreverat: in 158 B.C,
the censors removed all statues of private individuals from
the Forum and Capltol, unless those individuals had gained
sanction from the senate or the people. Statues such as
those granted to the envoys massacred at Fldenae in 437 B.C.
would, however, remain; cf, Llvy IV.17.

After 158 B.C. only the senate had the right to allow
statues to be erected in the above-mentioned places, but the

3
8

law was soon dilsregarded. In discussing the award of a statue
to Servius Sulpicius (Cie. 7hil.IX.1l.3) Publius Servilius
considered that no one who had-not been slain on embassy
should have a statue conferped upon him, Cf. Mommsen;3111°
118%, Dio (LX.25) informs us thet since the city had



become filled with a multltude of statues (for whoever wished
could have his likeness appear in public in painting, bronze
or marble) Claudius woved most of them elsewhere and for the
fubure forbade any private individual to erect statues etc.y
except by permission of the senate or unless he had built
or repaired some public werk., He did, however, erect a
statue of Otho's father in the palace for the detectlion of

a plot to kill him (Qtho, 1.2). Claudius had especially
“unhappy memories of statues, having almost lost his consule
ship under Caliguls because of his tardiness in setting up
those of Caligula's brothers,Nero and Drusus (Claud.9.1).

rogstratae columae: employed by the Romans to
record naval victories (Verg, Georg.IIl.29) such as that of
C. Duillius,who defeated the Carthaginktans in 260 3.C., (Smith,
I, 4ok), '

decretum Vesgspasilanus abolevits the senate actually
revoked the decree, Vespasian would merely instruct them to

do s80.
percussores: these assassins,whom Galba supposedly

7%

sent to murder Vespasian,are mentioned novhere elsge., Vegpasian

was a possible riveal, inaswmuch as he commonded a large army
(Yesp.405), but we hear of no discontent in thls area until
Otho's play for power mede the throne falr game for any
conmmander,
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C. Bulpicius Galba (the historian)

C. Sulpicius Galba =w= 1) Mummis Achaics === 2) Livia Ocellina
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