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Introduction

Joan Bennett has remarked that George Eliot's

theme in Middlemarch "is the adjustment of the

aspiring individual to the inhibiting conditions

of an actual social wor'ld.,"1

This remark applies
equally to George Eliot's other novels., Romola,
Felix Holt, Daniel Deronda, Maggie Tulliver,
and Adam.Bede, like Dorotha, Lydgate, Rosamond,
and Fred Vincy must adjust or reconcile then-
selves to the actual social world. In short,
the principal theme which runs throughout George
Eliot's whole canon.can be said to be a search
for reconciliation between the individual and
society.
Bernard J. Paris puts it this way:
The novel was the means by which
she experimentally brought into
contact the dispassionate order
of things and the passionate sub-
jectivity of "human beings in an
effort to discover their true
relation to each other and to

explore the possibilities of a 5
reconciliation between them,

J. Bennett, George Eliot: Her Mind and
Her Art (Cambridge, 1948), pp. 175-76,

FAL T o
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The actual social world is in George Eliot's view
dispassionétely ordered in as far as the individual
man is concern’ea° This dispassionate ordering

makes the actual social world objective in its
treatment of the individual. Man sometimes forgets
Aor ignores this queCEivitx, and seeks to find

in the social world a realization of his passionate
subjectivity; he expeété a correspondence between
subjecﬁive aspirations and the actual social world.
The social world, however, is largely independent
of the passionate sﬁbjectivity of individual

"human beings. Its objectivity and human subjéc;'
tivify do not‘éoincide, Man then often feels
himself to be an alien in his own‘world.

In her novels, George Eliot is attempting
to find some common‘ground between human.subjec-‘
tivity and social objeétivity; she is attempting
to repatriéte°the alien. She writes, |

the inspiring principle which alone
gives me courage to write is, that
of so presenting our human life as
to help my readers in getting a
clearer concention and a more active

admiration of these vital elements
which bind men together . o o -

B. J. Paris, Experiments in Life (Detroit,
1966), pe 27.

G. S. Haight, ed., The George Eliot Letters

(New Haven, 1954-55), IV, 472.



The‘“vital elements" must be interpreted as the
—basis of a reconciliation between the individual
man and men, fof it is these eleﬁents which bind
‘men together,

A clear understanding of these '"vital
“elements" to wﬁich George Eliot referred is
necessary for an-understanding of her works.

The '"vital elements" éré simply compassionate
understanding and sympathy -- that particular
feeling which allows oné to -sense meaningfully
the subjectivity of another. For George Eliot
this is not an academic or an:inteiléctual aét;
it is,.as the word "feeling”‘suggeSts, baéically
an emotional act, something from the heart
rather than from the head. One ceases to look on
a pérson as an exténéion of his own ego,'as sone-—
thing somehow .created to be used in'servigg one's
own particular. end, and begins to.look on him
asia human being'with his own ihner state. One
feels that another péréon has "an eqguivalent.
centre of sélf; whence the lights apd shadows
must always fall with a certailn difference."4

This feeling, GeorgemEliot would argue, is the

4George Eliot, Middlemarch, ed. by G. S.
Haight. (Boston, 1956), p. 157.
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basis on which is built a proper reconclliation
between man and mane

| Tn all her novels, George Eliot is concerned
with gi&ing her‘reader a "clearer and more active
admiration " of these "vital elements”, I have
not chosen to discuss all George Eliot's canonj
rather, I would concentrate on one novel particularly,

Middlemarch. I do this because I agree with Joan

Bennett when she writes that Middlemarch is George

Eliot's "widest and deepest study of the inter-

penétration between the life of a community and
: s .

the individual lives that compose it."~ If one

accepts this étatement, one would expect.to find

in Middlemarch George Eliot's most comprehensive
 study of" the ”vital:eleﬁen?s" binding man to‘man°
Thé question then arises, what aspect of this
general theme which I Eavé outlined is George

Eliot concernéd with in Middlemarch?

George Eliot is dealing in Middlemarch

with what I shall call the problem of heroism in
-a modern, godless world. From Ceorge Eliot's essays
and letters, we learn that she regarded Christianity

and God as outmoded relics of a previous age.

7. Bennett, George Eliot: Her Mind and

.Her Art, p. 83.




Traditional Christian heroism is no longer possible
in a modern world wherein "God-given" values are

no longér valjid. Because of her ideas on the
structure of'éociety,‘George Eliot felt that it

was impossible for a man or woman to single-
handedly turn thé tide of human affairs. Traditional
secular heroism is deade.George Eliot's religious
and social theories preclude heroism in the
traditional seﬁseo The p;oblem is,Ahowever:fgeople
with "heroic" qualities,.or '"heroic" aspirations)
are being born into the modern world. Since fhe
avenues to-traditiéh@l'heroism are>no ldnger open,
frustration will beset these peoplé unless Ehey
find a means of feconéiliation between their
aspirations and the.limitiné conditions imposed
by the actual. social world. Héw do these people
find a-meanihgful,p}ace in the modern world?

This, it seéﬁs to me, is the central guestion

of Middlemarch,

In Middlemarch, George Eliot is attempting
to point out through her art a means of reconciliation

between an individual with heroic aspirations and

the world outside him. In this way Middlemarch

is a particular aspect of the general theme running



throughout George Eliot's canon. The means of
reconciliation which she gives to the reader is

the central moral message of Middlemarch. George

Eliot suggests ‘that the aspiring Hero who forsakes
the quest fdf traditional heroism and finds the
"proper" means of reconciliation with the world
becomes in fact the true, modern hero, Geérge

Eliot's conception of'the modern hero is central

to the moral message.of Middlemarch.

George Eliét.did not begin writing prose ficgion
untii she had feached middle age. By the time she
began to write her novels, she had establiéhéd
herself as a Sﬁcéessful traﬁslator, édggorj énd
essayist. Thus George Eliot took to her ﬁévels a
mature intellect which'had‘delineated'for itself
systematized'artistic, philosophic, énd social

<

theories. Bernard J., Parils in the first seven

chapteré of Experiments in Life convincingly
demonstrates this point. It is with George Eliot's
social theories that I am most concerned in the

first cﬁaptef of thié'thesis for they affect the

‘central problem of Middlemarch. With social



thééries I include theories of religion and value,
Social, religious, and value theories are
imporéant to the problem of heroism. Heroism involves
the embodiment and conservation of a socially
significant '\falue6 Christianity had traditionally
provided éociety with a syétem»of values. With
Christianity -—- atlleast, with theIGod of Christianity
discounted, wherein lay the source of value? An
act, a principnle, or - an institution was no longer
of value because God gave it value. George Eliot
believed "that ﬁhe ultimate source of valuéirested
within man.h'imselfo An act, principle, or in;titution
had value becaﬁée it.fulfilled a human need. A
soclal organization such as a Church, for example,
may ha&e value in that it‘fulfils"a human need
forzcompanionship aﬁd fellowship, and ser&es as
an ahtidote to’lbnelinéss;'its value would not
ste@ﬂfrom.its‘avqwéd fﬁnction of glorifying God.
Value is noé,imposed ﬁpon man from'witﬁéut -
‘or abox}é° |
In the firsﬁ‘dhapter of this thesis, I
" shall discuss Gedrge ﬁlioé's ideas or tﬁeories '
6f value in as far_aé they affect the problem
of heroism in a modern,'gddléss world. I shall

devote the greater pért of the ‘chapter, however,



to an explanétion of George Eliot's social theory.
‘Tt seems to me that her ideas on the construction
and fﬁnctioning oF soclety are basic to an under-
standing of any of her novels; Needless to say,

then, it is fundamental to the problem of heroism,

In Middlemarch, Geqrée Eliot employs a recurring
image to express her ildeas on the.COnstructiqn

of socilety. Society is compared tb,a spider's
web. This image, we shall also see, gives an~in-
.sight into the'fuﬁctioning of society. I shall go
on to point ouE the political implicatiéns of
George Eliot's social theories for the& rela@eA

to the problem of heroism as presented in Middlemarch,

In the second chaéter"‘of this tﬁesis, I
shall discuss the Frustration of traditional
heroism in a moderﬁ, godless world. We shall see
that illusion: is é by-product of this frustration
over one's inability to find neandingful reconciliation
to society,JHeré we shéll_also see aé,:for exanple,
in the-case of.Dorq£hea and ﬁosaﬁond how George
Eliot tranéfokms the bésicaliy intellectual theories
of value and sociéfy diécuésed in chaptér.ohe .
intQ an-aftistic staﬁemént;-

In the third ¢hapter, I shall examine

George Eliot's'anSweﬁ to the problem of heroism.



We shall see that George Eliot suggests that one
who finds the "proper" means of reconciliation
between himself and his worid is the true, modern
hero., We shall also see in the' case of Lydgate
that écience has supplanted Christianity in
providing an area for modern heroism. However,
because of his inability to ‘achieve reconciliation
with society, Lydgate did not become a scientific
hero. Lydgate's tragic éase'emphasizes the basic
théme: the primary need .for reconciliation between

the individual and society.



l. Social Faith and Order

George Eliot begins the Prelude to Middlemarch-

by referring to the Spanish Saint Theresa. She
comments that in the three hundred yeafs between

the time of Saint Thereas and the time of Middlemarch,

there have been social changés which make an
heroic life 1likeé that of Saint Theresa no longer
possible. George Eliot explaines that the ﬁléter—
born Theresas" found for themselves 'no epic’

life" because ﬁhéy‘”were:helped by no ¢oherent
social faitﬁ and order which could perform the
function of knowledge for the ardently willing
sbul."l This statemen£ implies that the sixteenth
céntury Theresa was helped'bf a coherent social
faith and order. Faith means belief, trust, or

even a sysfem of religiono-By soclal faith,
.George»Eliot means'the reliéious or moral principles
on which is built the-Systgm'of values which
soclety as a whole acceéts{ Traditionaliy,'Chrié—
tianity had projvided'these;p;incip‘les° Sbciai’

order means the structure of society, the arrangement

IMiddlemarch,p, 3.

S (10)
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of people or groups of people in such a way that
society can function properly. Traditionally,
a class system of varying'degree; of rank had

provided this order. George Eliot felt that

by the time of Middlemarch (around 1830) this

traditional social faith and order no'longer
agreed with the actual Cohditions of society.
”‘George Eliot said that the coherenf
social faith and order which she saw in Saint
Theresa's day berformed the ”fﬁnction of knowledge
to the ardéntly willing soul." By this she
indicates tﬁat‘saint Theresa thought her wcrid
to bé definiteiy.afranged according.to a clearly
discernible pattern, Thié arrangement not only
extended tbrough the te¢mporal, or mundane world,
but also into the moral, or spiritual world.
The exactness- of the wbrld‘s.arrangement provided
definite guides to be used in directing one's
life to the‘greatest péssible effect. By the time

of Middlemarch, George Eliot would argue, the

patterns of arrangement in the moral and temporal
worlds were for . most peéplé incoherent,'biurped,
dand confused; bhué»aﬁ ardently willing soul was
.often without»qertéin;knOW1edge'of.how to order

her 1ife to maximum effect.



1LzZ
A new Theresa will hardly have the
same opportunity of reforming a
conventual life, any more than a
new Antigone will spend her heroic
piety in daring all for the sake
of a brother's burial: the medium
in which their ardent deeds took

- 2
shape 1s for ever gone. -

George Eliot comments that "a human being
in this aged nation of ours is a very wonderful
'whole; the slow creation of long interchanging
influencesn"3 These interchanging influences
‘diQide into twb.basic types. The one we may call
personality influences: these include tﬁe various
faults and Qirtues which George Elict Woﬁld,ZOnsider
thaf aﬁ indivi&ual has built into his personality
from birth. She states that "it always remains
true that.if wé had been greater, circumstances
would have been less strong against uso"4_This
quotation leads naturally'inéo the sgpond basic -
type of interc¢hanging inflﬁence, for in thié
éuotation Geoxrge Elio£.refers to circumsfande;
which: help to gete?mine.a pérson;s life. By-
circumstances, she'méahs iﬁfluences on the

individual brought to bear by society. Barbara

ZMiddlemarch,wp; 612. . -
31pid., 5. 300,

41pid.) pe 428.



‘Hardy comments that "from Amos Barton to Middlemarch

the collective personality -of the community acts

as a causal agent, making and breaking relations."5

In Felix Holt, George Eliot writes, "There is no

private life which has not been determined by a

wider pUblic 1ife°”6 In Middlemarch, the effect

of society upon the individual is. emphasized when
George Eliot observes, "There ié no creature |
whose inward being is so strong that it is not
greatly determined by what lies outside i£."7

In order "'to assess this great determining influence
on the 1nd1v1dual we will turn to a dlscu551gn

of the socilety whlch George Eliot presents in

Middlemarch, and its valuese.. -

At the beginning of the rdineteenth century,
English soclety appeared to be cleerly defined in
rigid ranks. The response to.the~Freneh Revolution
in Englend 'iﬁitieted a ”pénic—struck,counter;

revolutionary response on the part of the landed

5B° Hardy, The Novels of George Ellot
(London 1963), p. 21.

6George Ellot Felix Holt, The Radlcal
(Toronto 1902) Do 51.

7

Middlemarch,'po 612,
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~and commercial ariStocracy"; and an accommodation
on the part of the industrial bourgeoisie with the

status cuo,8 In other words, traditional social

order appeared to have been conserved —-- with a
vengéﬁce. However, as the nineteenth century
advanced, society exhibited an ever-increasing
unwillingness to determine an individual's worth
by his rankj; rather, society demonstrated a dis~
position to judge an individual by his intrinsic
bersonal'merits, and by'his accomplishmenfs° The
industrial revolution had opened a wide avenue for
social advancement. Armed with those Victorian
virtues, prudence énd ihdustry, one might rise
from low estate to a position of great wealth.
Those who became wealthy industrialists, however,
allied themselyés, at least in spirit, with the
hereditary upper classes in '"repressive and anti-~
egalitarian ideoiogy,"9 But the masses of people
were not without vbices demanding soéial reforms.
Robert Owen and Thomas Hodgkin represent only two
such voices in the first half of the nineteenth

century. Popular opinion forced the repeal of

8}3° P. Thompson, '"The Industrial Revolution

and Class Consciousness in the English
Working class", in D. L., Dowd, ed.,
The Age of Revolution, 1770-1870.

- (Boston, 1966), 647,

“Ibid., p. 647.
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of the Corn Laws in 1847, thus lowering food
prices for the common man. Trade unions grew from
a humble beginning at the first of the century
into a powerful force by the time George Eliot

was writing Middlemarch. Such events andidevelopments

as these indicated a growing social consciousness.
And such a social consciousness refigcted an
increasing tendency to de—emphésize concerns of
rank which fragmented sociéty in faﬁour of concerns
for society as an integrated whole. Along with
this social deVélopment, there appears to have
been a correspondingly incteas%ﬁg attack on the
‘basic tenents of tradifiqpal religion. The

bxﬁrd Movement at ﬁid—century, and the revival of
religion'among the working classes somewhat later
could.notboff—set the attacks, scepticisﬁ, and
atheism of prominent thinkers.

Middlemarch society stands at the beginning
of the period wherein the traditional concepts of
social faith and order were being questioned, and
were giving wéy to chahge° Evidence of traditional
social faith and order is still to be founé} and
is still to be reckoned with. But during the
progréss of the novel, it soon .becomes evident

that traditionallsocial faith with its wvalues
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based on Christianity,.and traditional social order
with its hierarchical arrangement are being re-
assessed. George Eliot felt that she recognized
certain basic changes in ideas which'would have
a telling effect on the development of society.
'She saw early manifestations of these changes
at the. time of the'Great Reform Biil of 1832, The
Reform Bili of 1867 was passed shortly before

George Eliot began writing Middlemarch. The

development of social opinion over the years

between the reform bills justified, she felt, her
) . /
views in Middlemarch concerning the changes

affecting society.

"The division of soclety into wvarious
classes br rahks, and fhe arrangement of these
classes of ranks on a vertically ascending scale
had formed the fraditional bqsis of social order.
_George Eliot obServgd that‘in Middlemérch éociety
there was a clear distinction of rank.lo Rank
was sﬁill the determin;hg factor in social
brestigue. Mrs Cadwallader's atéention to QUestions
"of fank is the source of much amusement in

Middlemarch; nevertheless, this still reflects a

serious concern felt by a iarge sector of Middlemarch

10

Middlemarch, p.-65; p. 170.
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society. On the subject of Celia and Dorothea's
dress, George Eliot observed that there was a
"well-bred economy, which in those days made
show in dress the first item to be-deducted from,
-when any margin was required for expenses more
distinctive of rank." Flippery in dress was
."naturally" regarded "as the ambition of a huckster's
daughter."l1 There is.ih thése statements a strong
suggestion of social snobbery based on a con-
sciousness of rank.

Chapter ten sees thé last of the dinner
~ parties held at the Grange as ”proper",prelfﬁinaries
to Dorothea and Casaubonfﬁ wedding, Here at the
barty'are gathered many of the leading figﬁres
of Middlemarch society, and it is possible_to
observe their preoccupation with rank. Mr Brooke
did not invite Mayor Vincy's -daughter, Rosamond,
"for Mr Brooke, always objecting to go too far,
would not have chosen that his nieces should
meet the daughter of a Middlemarch manufacturer,
unless it were on a pdblic ogcaé%on;"lz Dgfing the
. course of the pérty, the conversation turnéd ﬁb

an assessment of the merits and demerits of a

llMiddlemarch, Pe. S

123044, , p. 66.
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new medical man,_fertius Lydgate, who had recently
come to Middlemarch. Some of the discussion N
centered around the suitability of‘médicine as
a professipn for a man of Lydgate's birth. Mrs
Cadwallader observed that Lydgate was a gentleman.
Lady Chettham followed with -a comment on Lydgate's
"good Connections“, and then added, "One does not
~expect it in a practitioner of that kind° For my
own part, I like a medical man more on a footing:
with the servants . . . v

Many of the sections in the novel which
devote themselves to relating the gossip of @arious
characteré reflect a prqucupation with rank, or
social status. Mrs Plymdale gloated over her son's
marriége té a member of the foller family fér
that représented a rise in rank.l4 Mrs Buls£rodé
‘reflected that it was "more respectable" to be
'sa§ed in the Established Church than in a Dissenting
Church,15 The love éffair between Mary Garth and
Fred Vincy upse£ Fred's mdther because she felt.
that Fred would lower himself socially thrdﬁgh '
. such é union,'When Fred declined the clergy iﬁi

favour of working for Mr Garth, Mr Vincy thundered,

13Middiemarch, p. 67.

14

Tbid., p. 477.

151pid., p. 449.
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"You've thrown aWay your education, and gone down a
step in life, when I had given you the means of
rising, that's all,“l6 Sir James objected to
Dorothea's marriage to Ladislaw becausé it would
ﬁake_her "out of her proper rankn”l7
There was in Middlémarch soclety a sécial

stigma'attached to‘making-one;s money through trade
or industry. Rosamond Vincy, for example, |

felt she migﬁt have been happier if

she had not been the daughter of a

Middlemarch manufacturer, She dis-

liked anything which reminded her

that her mother's father had been

_ : 18
an. innkeeper,.

‘Ned Plymdale apd Caius Larcer had ﬁo_knowledge

of Frenéh, nor could they speak on any subject with
striking knowledée, Jexcept‘perhaps the dyihg and
carrying trades, whiéh of course they were ashamed
to.méntior}.”l,9 Thése trades were not-gentee‘lf

" Among such .people of means in the so-called
middle-classes, there was.a keen deéire'for attaining

-the trappings.of gentility. It was not Rosamond

alone- who desired '"connections which offered vistas

,l6Middlemarcﬁ, p. 414,

Y71pid., p. 597.

Y1pid., p. 75.

19 .-, .
Ibid., p. 197
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of that middle-class heaven, ranko”2o In the same
vein, George Eliot observes that Mr Standish, the
~old lawyer, "had been so long concerned with the
landed. gentry that he had become landed himself.,”21
He thereby attained a measure of social status.
Bulstrode's purchase of Stone Court fits into the
same pattern of motivation,

Sir James Chéttham'was deeply concerned
with the traditional social order based on rank.
At one point in the nbvel'when he was exasperated
Qith'Brbéke's political activitiés,‘Chettham said,
"I do wish péople.would beha&e like gentlemé;.ﬂ
~GedrgejEliot goes on to comment that Chettham
felt "that this was é'simple and chprehensive
programmeifor social .well--being.,"22 The implication
of this statement is that if a11 people in all
.ranks or classés acted in a . manner befitting
. their station (howeyer that may be), then society
would functibn prOperly, In Chettham's statement o+
tbé term "gentleman" implieé worth as well as

status, and we know from .other things which Sir

James has said that he believes a gentleman is

20

““Middlemarch, p. 88.
“l1pid.,; p. 65,

221pid., p. 280."
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a gentleman because of his birth, In other words,
a man's status as a gentleman is not determined by
his infrinsic personal merit, This view contrasts
with that expressed in Ladislaw's statement to
Bulstrode: ”It-ough£ to lie within a man's self
" that he is a gentleman."23 Hére is a definite
statement that one's worth and status.in society
should be determined by one's qualities as a
human being. George Eliot implies the same belief
when she wfites; ”Whateyer-has been of isuto be
_ﬁarrated!by me about low people,imay be ennobled
by being a parable.,-"24 Character -- géod or bad --
is-not'cohfined'by class\boundéries; This view
represents some of fhe change in social ideas
whiéh George Eliot éeés beginning in Middlemarch
soclety. |

Fairly early-.in the'novéi, in referring to
the change going on in society, George Eliot'stétes,
"01d provincial society'had its:shéré of this
subtle movement." She goeélon to observe that,

a few personages or families that stood
with rocky- firmness amid all this

fluctuation, were slowly presenting
new aspects in spité of solidarity,

23

Middlemarch, p. 457.
24 '

1

Ibid., p. 249.



and alterlng with the double change

of self and beholder. 2>

Sir James Chettham would'feel that he was standing
with rocky firmness concerning his beliefs in

the traditional social order; yet George Eliot
shows that in this regard he too was affected by
the subtle movement. Sir James modified R his

attitudé toward Dorothea after her marriage‘to

Ladislaw, The social order which Sir James so

jealously guarded appears to be ‘giving way at

Ehe end of the novel.
7

It became an understood thing that Mr
and Mrs Ladislaw should pay at least
two visits during the year to the
Grange, and there came gradually a
small row of cousins at Freshitt who
enjoyed playing with the two cousins
visiting- Tlpton as. much as if the blood
of these cousins had been less 26
dublously mixed.

v

27

George Eliot's views on the inter- relatlonghlps

in society help to explaln why she felt- that the

traditional social order could no longer be regarded

as a meaningful basis for social organization.

At the beginning of chaptér fifteen of Middlemarch,

25M1dd1emarch pp. 70-71.

26Ibld,, p. 612,
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George Eliot tells of the "lusty ease'" with which
Fielding procé@ed in his writings; but she adds
that in her day there is not enough time for such

a -leisurely pace.

I at least have so much to do in
unravelling certain human lots, and
seeing how they were woven and inter-
‘woven, that all the light I can
command- must be ‘concentrated on thlS
partlcular web, and not dispersed

over that temptina range of 57
relevancies. called the universe.

"This comment introduces'an important metaphor in

Middlemarch, wherein the lives of the various

characters are compared to the intertwining
threads of a web. Different threads touch each
other at various places just as various.liveg

come into contact repeatedly. These contacts hold

.society together as a unit just as a web is held

together by the 1nterconnect1ng threads. This

metaohor is used repeatedly in descrlblng the most

intimate intertwining of human llves,Amarr:_La‘gea28

In this metaphor is found ﬁhe cofé of George-

Eliot's belief that society consists of dynamic.

interconnections between individuals.

‘27M1ddlemarch p. 105, ’

-281n Mlddlemarch for éxample* Dorothea
~and Casaubon . P
"Celia, p. 45; R

p._253

C °
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In the "Address to Working Men by Felix
Holt", George Eliot illustrates, again by means
of metaphor, the effects of, the interconnected-

ness of society.

Society stands before us like that
wonderful piece of life, the human
body, with all- its various parts de-
pending on one. another. . . . Be-
cause the body is made up of so
many various parts, all are likely
s« o o to feel the effect if any one

of them goes WEOoNng. 29

An iIndividual harmful aétion’ultimately hurts

the whole of society because .of the interdepen-

dence and interconnection of the individual so-

cial units, By the same token, a beneficial action
will have wide-spread good effect. "So I think,"™

said Felix Holt,

"I shall-be borne out in saying that
‘a working man . . o .cCan understand
that'a society, to be well off, must
~ be made-up chiefly of men who con— _
sider the general good. as well as 30
their own.™ .

Bernard J. Paris summarizes the'point when he

writes,

29G EllOt "Address to the Working Men,

by Fellx Holt", in her Impressions of
Theophrastus Such, Essays, and Leaves
from_a_Note-Book (Toronto, 1902), p. 196.
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Because of the dynamic interconnection

of the social elements, the fate of
each individual is largely determined
by the state of the whole, and the
state of the. whole is modified by

the actions of individuals,. 31

"George LEliot's opinion of the compdsition
of soclety is perhaps best summarized by Mr Brooke
when he was'attempting to persuade Mr Mawmsey, the
grocer, to give him.political support. Mr Brooke's
inteliectual acumen'was often less than acute; but,
as Geofge Eliot said, "wrong reasoning sometimes
lands pédf mortals in right conclusions,"32lyr
Brooke pointed out to Mawmsey that'society is»
"all one family, you know -- it's all one cupboard,"

The dynamics of social interconnections de=-
fy social barriers. In discussing Joshua Rigg's
background, George Eliot comments on the impor-
‘tance of '"low péopie", for by‘their "interference,
however little we may like it, the course of the

34

world is very much determined." George Eliot

believed. that the traditional social order had .

31

B, J. Paris, Experiments in Life, p. 42.

'32Middlemarch,p.fl8.

331pid., p. 36.
**1pid., p. 302.

33
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accentuated the particular, often selfish, in-
terests of the vafious classes. Such an order,
dividing society into riéid groﬁpings, each with
its own particular interests, was socially unde-
sirable: since the dynamic interconnectedness of
the individual social elemehts disregards class
barriers, there is need for commoﬁ concern for
sociefy's interests, In>tbe "Address to Working
Men by‘Felix_Holt", George ﬁliét writes that "class
distinctions must inevi#ably change their character
and represent the vérying'Duties of men, not their
"varying Interests."35 ' 4
George.Eliot was.not suggesting a revolu-
tionary eradication of the class system.'She was
not objecting to upper classes as suchj; rather she
was objecting to selfish class interests.”'She.
wished those with wealth and éufhority to use these
assefs in é socially beneficent way; thﬁs they
could initiate the process of‘changé..ln'gggigl
Deronda, for example, Gwendolen Harleth-Grandi-
court wished to give up her wealth, but Daniel
Deronda advised her to use it to bfihg joy and

happiness to people who were in contact with her

356, Eliot, "An Address to the Working

Men, by Felix Holt", pp. 198-199.



and needed aid. If she gave up her wealth, she
would be unable to give such aid. Such a life of
charity,_Deronda argued, would place Gwendolen
'"among the best of women, such as made others
‘glad that they were bqrn."36 Georgeée Eliot's po--
sition in.this regard is summarized by Farebrother
when he sayé to Dorothea, "The stronger thing is
ﬁot’t0~give ﬁé power, but’ to use it well.”37 As .
she suggested in the "Address to the Working Men
by Felix Holt", éeorge Eliot felt tha? when the
various élasses‘began to usé their pgrticulq; as=
“sets to benefit:all socilety, not just a particular

segment, then the rigidity of class structure would

begin ‘to disappear. It is the "stealthy convergence

of human lots" which produces this "subtle movement".

The use of the words "stealthy'-and "subtle"'sqg—iA
gest. a ‘slow gradualness in this process. George
Eliot was not a revolutionary; she was essentially

a conservative,

'36G= Eliot, Daniel Deronda. (Toronto,

1902), pp. 771-775,

37

Middlemarch, p. 375,

381pid., p. 70.
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In Niddlemarch society there was a tension
between the traditional social order and the new
order wherein mutual social integésts were gradu-
ally eroding fhe rigidity of class dis£inctions.
This new order, George Eliot would argue, gfowing
out of the dynamic interconnectedness of indivi-
dual social units, is rooted in the very nature of
socieéy. Its movement is directéd towérd the future.
ihis, however, is énly a bart of the change which
was taking'piacé in Middlemarch society. Traditional
social faith was also’undérgqing a change. George
vEliot wrote that this was an age which had d6

"guiding visions'and_spi;itual difectors,ﬁ39

Traditionaily; an object, though£, or act, had
value becausé God gave it value. Géorgé Eliot

doeé not éccept this belief; nor does sﬁe believe
that éociety itself ever really did. She fééls that
society.was merely deluding itsélf by suCh beliefs
and was unconscious of its real motives, The fol-
lowing scene prévides an example of how George

Eliot finds unseen motives in a certain Christian

39

Middlemarch, p.'64._
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doctrine. Casaubon had just learned that he was
going to die. Casaubon, George Eliot wrote,
held himself to be, with some pri-
vate scholarly reservations, a bé&-
lieving Christian, as to estimates
of the present and hopes of the
future. But what we strive to grati-

fy, though we may call it a distant

: N . 40
hope, is an immediate desire . o« . ..

Here George Eliot states that hbpe for the futufe
is reaily a disgﬁiéed attémpt to gratify an im-
mediate desife. Hopes'for the fﬁture; as indicéted
in the quotaﬁion, figure iﬁportantly in Christiani=-
ty. Such hobes are centred around Heaven. George |
Eliot would‘explain ﬁhe_Christian doctrine of
heaven in this way: man has a desire'#o‘egjoy hea-
ven—like conditions now 5n earth., Since this desire
is'presently unattainable,'man hés projected -Heaven
into the future as a kind of desiré—fuifilment.

George Eliot wrote that she saw in Chris-

-tianity "the highest expression of the religioﬁs

séntimEDt that has yet found .its place in the his-~

tory of mankind."41 Nevertheless, she felt that

4O0Migdiémarch, p. 311.
4lg, Eliot, Letters, III, 231.
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Christianity was not suited to the needs of mo-

dern society. In the Mill on the Floss, she com-
mented,
Expensive sermons and treatises,
newly issued leave all things as they
were before . . « . They are written
on velvet cushions to teach endurance
to those who are treading with bleegéng
"feet on the stones,
George Eliot sensed that much of the value
of Christianity was lost in the egoism nourished by
certain QhriStian doctrineéq She appears to have

. been greatly impressed by Ludwig Feuerbach's/ideas

on Christianity, which she translated in The Es-

sence of Christianity. "With the ideas. of Feuer-
bach," she wrote, "I everywﬂgre agree4"43 Bernard
J. Paris summed up one of Feuerbach's central argu-
ments when he wrote, "Many Christian dbct;ines aré
.the éxpresSion of man's ‘egoistic Qesige'that his

e . ' 44
consciousness have unlimited freedom and. power,"

42"G. Eliot, The Mill on the Floss. (Toronto,
1902), p. 305,

435, Eliot, Letters, II, 153.

44

J. B. Paris, Experiments in Life, p. 95.
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In the story of Bulstrode, George Eliot

illustrates the force of egoism in shaping reli-
gious doctrine., George Eliot does not question
Bulstrode's sincerity: "For the egoism which en-
ters our theories does not affect theip sincerity;
rather, the more our egoism is Satisfied, the more
fobust is our belief.”45 ﬁulstrode lived hUniting
e « o distinguished religious gifts with successful
business", until ”és age'ﬁade~egoism more eager
but less enjoying; his.;oul had become more satu-
. rated with tﬁe belief thaf he did evéryth;ng for
God's sake, being indifferent to-it fof his 6wn."46
When Bulétréde's nefarious past was exposed, he
felt "that God had disowned'him beforé men and left
him unscreened.”%7 When his egoism was novlonger-
gratified, Bulstréde was not so robust in his be-
lief. Mrs Sprague summed up the religibus:effect
of Ehe'BuIstrode affair when she commenﬁed,"And of
Course it is a discredit to his dbctrines.”48 So

George Eliot meant it. "What.can the fitness of

45Middlemarch,'p. 382,

401pi4., pp. 450-51,.

“471pid., p. 533.

A81pid., p. 544.



things mean if not their fitness to a man's expec-—
tations? Failing this, absurdity and atheisﬁ gape
behind hj_-m."49 |

The relationship which George Eliot discerned
between egoism and traditional Chrlstlanlty did not
prejudlce her presentation of characters who were
closely associated with the Christian religion.
In hef novels George Eliot has created a number

of clergymen, reprééentatives.of traditional social

faith, who -are truly admirable characters. Mr Tryan

in Janet's Repentance is ‘the first of a series of

such characters who include Mr Irwine in Adafh Bede,

.Dr Kenn in The Mill on the Floss, Mr Lyon in Felix
Holt, and Mr Cadwallader and Mr Farebrother, to
mention a few, These men‘spéak with voices of au-
thority in the novels but without exceptioﬁ their
religious doctrines play no part in determining
eithér their voice of authority or their admirable
tralts. Lydgate put his flnqer on the central is-
sue when he spoke to Dorothea on behalf of Mr Fare-
brother: ﬂhe ;s only a parson among parishloners

whose.lives he has to try to make bettef."so

49\jddlemarch, p. 100,

*Orpid., p. 363.
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Farebrother, 1ike the other clergymen mentioned,
-exhibited a2 genulne concern for the well-being of
others. Tor George Eliot, this is his chief good.
Lydgate went on to discuss Mr Tyke who was more
"apostolic'; thét is, he was more concerned with
doctrinal issues‘than with social ones. Lydgate
observed that "a goodwdeél of ﬁis doctrihe'is a
sort of pinching hard to make peoplé uhcomfortably
aware of him."s} Néwhere'in the novel 1is there
any mentibﬁ of any concern felt by Mr Tyk¢ for the
social well~being of otheréd_By setting up a cém—'
.parétive pafallel between Mr Farebrother and Mr
Tyke, Georgé Eliot- illustrates the uselesénes; of
religious.doctrine'insofar as social well—being is
concerned, and at- the saﬁe'time,stresses the’impof—
‘tance Qf actively working towardtmaking one neigh-.
Dbour's life on earth better.

George Eliot stated that "religion can only
change when tHe emotions which £ill it - are.
changed."52 As we havelalready’Seen, she felt that
selfish desire, or egoism formed the emotional

basis for traditional Christianity. George Eliot's

51

Middlemarch, p. 363;

>21pid., p. 454.



meaning of egoism is made clear in hér comments on
certa;n characters., She pointed out that Rosamond
Vincy‘hhéd little been dsed to imagining otﬁer
people's states:of rmind ekcept,as a material cut
iﬁto shape. by her own wishese"SB‘The effects of
lsuch an egoilstic attitude areushown when Mrs Garth
admonished Fred Vincy,

"Yes; young péoplé.are usually biihd'

to everything but their own wishes,

and seldom imagine how much those
. ) - 54
wishes cost others." :

‘Egoism prevents one from realizing that anoﬁher
person. has an "equivalent centre of self.."55
Geqrge'Eliotnqutlined her idea of the kind

of emotional basis needed for a changed:r_*eligioﬁo

SheAwrote,.

there is no general doctrine which
: is not capable of eating out our
“morality if unchecked by the deep-
seated habit of direct fellow-feeling
‘with individual féllow-men.

Tf instead. of selfish desire, sympathetic altruism

53Middlemarch, p,.569.

" 54£bidc’ po 419.

-55
. 56Ibid., p- _453'0

Ibid., pe 157
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formed the emotional basis of religion, tradi-
tionai religion would éhange into something whigh
could answer the needs of society. The morality of
the new religion develops wholly out of hﬁman al-
“truism,. and a recognition of the implications of
the dYnamic interconnectedness of individuals in
_society. The social logic of this development in-
sures its meaningfulness,

In Middlemarch; then, we see two kinds of

morality. The one is based on Christian doctrines,
and the other is based oﬁ-direct_fellow—feeling
with'individual fellow men. In one of her lé%ters
_ George.EIidt,reﬁudiates an argument that "there is
nothing in the constitution of thingsito produce,

to favour, or to demand a course of action called

right" apart from the central dogmas of Christiani-

ﬁty.57George,Eliot firmly held the belief that moral

' P
attitudes were the products of ingrained,.sngthe—

tic feelings. Her novels, she states,

have for -their main bearing . . . a
conclusion without which I could not
have cared to write any representa-
tion.-of life -- namely, that the .

g, Eliot, Letters, VI, 338-39.
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fellowhip between man and man which
has been the principle of development,
social and moral, is not dependent on
"conceptions of what is not man: and

that the idea of God, -so far as i1t has
been a high spiritual influence, is

the idea of a goodness entirely human

(i. e., an exaltation of the human)._58

During the course of discussing Dorothea's
effect on Will Ladislaw, George Eliot notéd,
There are some- hatures in which, if
they love-us, we are conscious of i
. having.a sort of baptism and conse-
cration: they bind us over to recti-
tude and purity by their pure belief
.about us; and our sins become the
worst kind of sacrilege which tearssg
down the invisible altar of truth.
By using such words ‘as "baptism", "consecration",
"sins", "sacrilege", and "altar", George Eliot
gives a definite religious ovértbne'to this passage,
This is not misleading. As Reva Stump, argues,
Geor'ge Eliot implies "that human beings, in their
very capacity as human beings, can affect each

other in such a way as to create what is essentially

a religious experience, as for example in the upper

I b ettt S v s Bt

roomécene in Adam Bede."6o This.is the scene in

which Dinah Morris comforts Hetty Sorrel on the

58;. E1iot, Letters, vI, 98.
>Jliiddlemarch, p. 565.
60 g, Stump, Movement and Vision in-Georgé
Eliot's Novels (Seattle,1959), p. 177.
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eve of the day set for Hetty's execution. In spite
of Hetty's prayer to God, George Eliot comments
that "it was the human contact she clung to."61
This human contact is the basis of George Eliot‘s
"religion without the aid of‘theology,b62 In one
of her 1et£ers, George Eliot stated,

A public tribute to any man who has

done the world a service with brain

or hand, has on me the effect of a

great religious rite, with pealing

organ and full-voiced choir., 63

.for George ﬁliot, moral brogress is/found'
in the progress from an egoistic to an altruistic
outlook on life,”Egoism would seem éo stem from the
primitive ﬁrge for self-surviyal,‘Alt:uism appears
to be the consequence  of man's relation to society.
"The moral education of the individual is the
process by which his animal egoism is subdued
and transformed into altruism by»his social
experience.”64 George Eliot wrote, "We are all

of us born in moral stupidity, taking the world

®lg. Eliot, Adam Bede (New York, 1964),

p. 440,
62 . s .
~~ "Middlemarch, p. 185.

63Letter§, Iv, 196.

64 . . . .
B. J. Paris, Experiments in Life, p. 56.
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aé an udder to feed our supreme selvés,"65 A
person sensitive to the nature of social inter-
. connectedness and its implicafioné, sensitive té
the facts tﬁat "scenes which make vital changes
in our‘neighbour's lives aré,but the Eackground

of our oan,66 realizes the importance of the

"self-subduing act of fellowship2;67 Through
such acts the conditions of the world are gradually

improved.

‘Middlemarch has'in'it many characters who aspire

to heroism, each in his own way. In the Introducﬁion
to this thesis, I Wrote that the hero embodies

and conserves a soclally significant value. George
Eliot, we have seen, feels that modern society |
is man-centered rather than God-centered. God

does not:give value to things on earth; man does.
The modern ardent soul, as George Eliot would

‘term it, must somehow realize this. If he does not,

65Middlemarch, p._lSS.

66

Ibid.,. p. 238.

67 1pig., p. 588.
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the values he may seek to embody and conserve may be
at best superfluous, or at worst harmful to modern
society. This person must also realize how socilety
~is truly organized, and how qifferencesibetween
classes are in the final effect artificial. If he
realizes this, he will underétand that it would
be unlikely that he could suddenly and,Siﬁgle—
handedly change the directibn of society. Social
change can be wrought only by one member‘of.the
social organism-affectiqg another, and he another,
and so forth, until a sizeable momentum is built
upe. Socia;.ameliofatioﬁ is a slow and graduaﬁ process.

Unless the ardent soul recognizes all this,
“he may weli-become frustrated in his searcﬁ g%ﬂ
hefoic channeis for his life. At least one criﬁic

has suggested that Middlemarch is a study in

frustration.68 Such a reading, although it may

be justified in as.far as it.goes, seems to me.

to be.essentiélly a negative reading, George.Eliot
has certain very positive things to say in

Middlemarch, as we shall see in the last chapter

of this thesis. To read Middlemarch as a study

68E° Wagenknecht, Cavalcade of the English
’ " Novel,K (New- York, 1943), p. 326.




in frustration, and stop there seems to neglect
' W

the more postdive suggestions for social amelioration

which George Eliot presents. Reva Stump puts it

this Way:
this*'novel .explores the imperfectly
fulfilled life, what would be necessary
for fulfillment, the attempts which

are made, the nature of the failure,

and the known extent of the success. 69

In fhe next.chapter, I shail attempt to-
demonstrate how failurento~understand what is for
,George.Eiiot the real nature bf social faith and
order results in frustration and unfulfilmed% for
those who would seek the heroic life. Then in
‘the last chapter, T shall discuss Geor§e~Eliot's
presentation of the fulfilied life, and attempt
to show how for her such a 1ife.feprésenﬁs true,

modern heXoism,

69R,'Stump, Movement and Vision in George:

. Eliot's Novels, p. 143.
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IT. Hefoic‘Frustration'

Dorothea, Lydgate, and Rosamond each aspired to a

kind of heroism. Doréthea wished to be a heroine

in ﬁhe order of the Christién saints. Lydgate

wished. to be a scieﬁtific hero. Rosamond desired

to be a romantic.heroing; that is, to be a heroine

of thebtype found in.romance,.Bulstrodé, Casaubon,

and Fred Vincy also longed for a kind of herGism.

Bulstrode paraliels.DOrothea in his desire for

eminence aé a Christian. Casdubon, in.ﬁis scholarly

’ﬁﬁrsuit for the key to all mythology, parallels

Lydgate's search for the biological primitive

tissue. Fred's desire for the géntlemanly 1ife,

in the traditional sense, pa#allels Rosamond's.

longing for roial prestige.. Each of these

characters, with the possible exceptioﬁ'of Lydgate,

looked to find heroism within. the context_of

traditionél chia1 faith and order, failing to

. understand fhat this social faith and order did

not meaningfully, apply to the actual conditions

_of their séciety° Some came Eo.this'realiZation;

others did not. ‘
SR (a1)



Failufe to comprehend the nature of social
faith and order stemmed from two basic types of
causes. The one type is social ig natufe, and the
other personal. Sbcial causes represent certain
influences on the cﬁaracters brought to beaf by
society. -Personal causes are influences which |
are rooted in one's peréonality. For example,
'George Eliot considers egéism to be one of the
. strongest bersonal causes, and education‘one.of
the more important sqcial causes which blind certain
charactefs.to the real,naturé of social faith and

’
order.,

Begausehthe traditional concepts qf
religibn and rank do not reflect the real nature
of Middlemarch society, attempts to find heroism
along traditional lines are met‘with frustration.
The idea that heroism can be found along such
lines is an illusion. Frustration can either drive
a character'to disillusionment or'deeper into
illusion, Disillusionheht may in certain cases
serve as the first sﬁep in comihg to an uﬁderstanding
of the real nature of social organization. and
- values.

The first part éf this chapter will ceéntre
-around a discussion of the motivations for, and

the‘scope of the heroic aspirations of Dorothea,



Bulstrode, Rosamond, Fred, Lydgate, and Cgsaubon,
There will also be a discussion of the system of
values influenced by these aspirations for heroism.
An understénding on these matters will be helpful
in aésessing the frustration which besets the six
characters .mentioned. The last part of the

chapter will then deal with an analysis of the
frustration suffered by those whom we see aspiring

- to heroism.

4
George -Eliot wrote that Dorothea was

"enamoured of intensity and greatness". Her "mind
was theoretic",'
and yearned by its nature after some
lofty conception of the wowld which
might fairly include the parish .of

" . Tipton and her own rule of conduct

there», e 0o o .

When thinking of her marriage  to Casauboh,‘
Dorothea emphasized greétness, and- abhorred
trivialities.

'There'would be nothing triviél about
our lives. Everyday things with us

lMiddlémarch, P. 6.
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would mean the great things. It would
be like marrying Pascal. I should learn
to see the truth by the same light
as great men have seen it by. And-
then I. should know what to do, when
I got older: I should see how it
was p0551b1e to lead a grand llfe P
here now -~ 'in England ,
The association .of Dorothea with such female
saints as Saint Theresa,>Saiht‘Barbara, Saint
Catherine; and Saint Clara underscores Dorothea's .
love of "intensity and greatness. Dorothea's
intense admiration of such men as'Milton, Pascal,
Jeremy Taylor, Bossuet, Saint Augustine, and Hooker
would_indicate that she wished to identify Hér
life with persons whose ‘lives were noted for
Christian piety. Dorothea's was a "nature altogether
ardent, theoretic, and infellectually consequent.”
"All Dorothea's passion," George Eliot
comments, "was transfused through a mind struggling
toward an ideal 1ife."'4 This ideal life.reépre-
sent$ for Dorothea her conception of heroism,
There may be, as one critic has suggeste_d,5 some

degree of egoism in Dorothea's "desire to make

o

Middlemarch, p. 21,

3Ibid".., p. 21.

4 - 3

Ibid., p. 32,

SB. Haruy "The Moment of Disenchantment
in George Eliot's Novels', Review: of :
English Studies, N.S., V. (J uly, T1954), 263,

44.



her life greatly effective,”6 Dorothea's repeated
emphasis on greatness and grandness appears to
suggest such a taint of egoism. George Eliot wrote
that even "ardent souls, ready to construct their
-coming lives are apt to commit. themselves to the
fulfilment of their own visions.”7 In fairness to
Dorothea, however, one must admit that she did ex-
hibit a genuine social concern for the well-being
of others in her plans for building good cottages.
But Dorothea wanted to lead a more effective life
than thié. She felt that by oVercoming her ignorance
- in intellectual matters’ she would be able to lead
such a life, Her marriage to éasaubon, she believed,
would deliver her from her girlish
.subjectlon to her own ignorance, and.
glVe her the freedom of voluntary sub-
mission to a guide who would take her8
along the grandest path.
' She was going to have room for the
energies which stirred uneasily under
the dimness and pressure of her own

ignorance and petty peremptorlousness of 9
the world's habltso ) :

§Middlemarch, p. 20. | .

7

Ibid., p. 399.
8£gig;, Pe élo

9Ibidy; p.-32.



Casaubon, Dorothea believed, '"united the glories of
doctor and saint";‘his work "would reconcile com-
plete knowledge with devoted pietyo”;o' ""Those pro-
vincgs of masculine knowledge seemed to her a stan-
ding-ground from which all truth could be seen more
truly»"ll
Dorothea was on the right track in connec—
ting sociél duties withAthe grand lifej; but George

Eliot hints that Dorothea had a "sad liability to

tread in the wrong places on her way to the New

Jerusalem."l? Dordthea's extraordinary pre-occupation

L ' _— <
with learning. and knowledge led her to ridiculous
‘conclusions. Just before her marriage to Casaubon

she came to the conclusion that,

' Perhaps .even Hebrew might be necéssary
-~ at least the alphabet and a few.
roots —-- in order to arrive -at the

. core of things, and judge soundly on

- the Social duties of the Christian....
Mi;s Brooke was certalnly very - i3
Naiveeoos ' :

;OMiddlemarch, p. 18,
11 ’

Tbid., p. 47

12ibig}, Pe 28 o
13

46



George Eliot pointed out the cause of

such naivq£§ in Dorothéa° She stated that Dorothea

was

"struggling in the bands of a narrow
teaching, hemmed in by a social life
which seemed -~ nothing but a labyrinth
of petty courses, a walled-in -maze 14
of small paths that lead nowhere.

Dorothea'é education, including both her schooling
and her deﬁotionai reéding, had left her only a
"thimbleful of matter in the shape of knowledge.“l5
The chief‘parﬁ of‘hep education consisted of a "toy-
box hiétory Qf,the'WOrld adapted to young'lé&iesowl6

This was coﬁplemented by the "shallows of ladies'-

school literature."l7 Given a naturally ardent -

nature, Dorothea would.fihd her social life res-—,

“trictive, .

‘ Thé.couﬁtryigentry of old time lived
in a rarefied social air: dotted apart
on their stations up the mountain they
locked down with imperfect discrimina-—
tion on the belts of thicker life be-
low. And Dorothea was not at ease in
the perspective and chillness of that

: : : 18
height,
Myigdlemareh, p. 21.
51pid., p. 18.
°1bid., p. 63,
Y1pid., p. 18.
- 18

Ibid., p. 238,
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Dorothea though£ she saw a means of escape from
this festriction through greatef learninge.
Oppressed by the confines of her social
life, and misqguided by the shallowness of her edu-
‘cation, Dorothea mérried “the Revereﬁd Edward Ca-
saubon. As we have seen, Dorofhea felt that with
.Casaubon'; instruction and guidance she would '"see
how it:was possible for her to lead .a grand life

here now —- iniEngland;"l9

Dorothea's pre—otcupation
with the grand life was -so powerful that she iooked
at Casaubon oﬂly.iﬁ.-terms of fhe grand 1ife} only
in‘aSSOCia£iOh with saints,and men noted fqrfpietyf
She saw in.CaSapbon an image-of her own making, not.
énother human -being. The imagé did not coincide with
the actual man, and thus it turned out #o be.iliu;.
Q'QiOnary.' | | |
Dd:otheags cOnception of the. grand life
was fofmed within the frame of.traditionél‘Christin
anity..Perhaps she found‘certain limitations to
ChristianAdoctrines._*Pfayer;" she fe1ﬁ,-H heigh~
' tenéd yearning but not instructionfé Dofothea found
.her reliéious beliefs ahdAexerciseg had te be sup-

piemented with knowledge in order that "her:life

19

Middlemaréh, ﬁe 21.
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might be filledeith action at once rational and |
ardent,”2o In spite of the possible limits whichl
Dorothea may have found in her Christian dopctrines,
it remains that the knowledge which Dorothea sougﬁt
was to be found in the works of greaﬁ men of the
past, virtually.all of whom w&rkéd within the Chris-
‘tian tradition. Dorothea ‘did mention.gﬁéh non-
Christians such as the Stoics, but ' mainly she
lookéd to great Christians who lived in former
ages., Dorothea saw Casaubon as a man who in the pre-—
sent ihcéfnates the qualities of great Cﬁr;stians
of the.past° She_lboked on him as a "living %os—f

21 Dorofhea was

suet" and a'ﬁmoaern'Augusting”}
attémptinq:to‘ﬁaftern her life affer models left
by -Christian. heroes of a fopmer age. In a'sehse,
"she was trying to recbnsﬁruct in- the present, the
past; she‘did not -- or pérhaps.éou;d not yet —-
face up to the reéli%ies of ﬁér sdciety,'In George
Eliot's Eefms, she had .not yet come to uhder§tand

the nafure of social faith.and order.

Bulstrode was like Dorothea in that he

20Middlemarch, p. 64,

Zlmpig., p.o1s.



sought to find a kind of heroism within tﬁe frame-
work of traditional Christiani@a George Eliot wrote
vthat "Bulstrode.haq aiméd qL being an eminent Chris-
tian..,"22 Mayor Vincy saidAto Bulétrode, "you must
be first chop in heaven, else yoﬁ_woh't like it
much._"23 . There 1s a great deal of egoism in Bul-
strode's_desire-fdf»Christian eminence, He Qas

a man whose desires had been stronger

than his theoretic beliefs, and who

had gradually explained the gratifica-

tions of his des@res into sat;sfac- 54

tory agreement with those beliefs.

Bulstrode salved his consciénce ébncgrning
the source of-his_fortune_ﬁy'rationaliéing that |
_ProVidenCe;poinfed "thg way for him to be the agent
in.making the best use of a ;érge_property,and;with—
‘drawing it from perverSionJ"AZS’ |
As a young man in'London;vBrthef Bul- .

Strbde‘waé'distinguiéhed amoﬁg 6niy.a few people 
as a pioﬁs Christian, o

but they were very near to him, and
stirred his satisfaction the morej;

2IZMiddlemau‘x':h, p. 386.

231pidy, p. 97.
P

*41pig4.,
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his power stretched through a narrow

space, but he felt its effects the more
intensely. He believed without effort
in the peculiar work of grace within
him, and in the signs that God inten—é6
ded him for special instrumentality.

In his passionate desire for personal power, Bul-

strode used Christian doctrines, as he saw them,

principally as a means to an end.

But a man who believes in something
else than his own 'greed, has neces~—
sarily a conscience or standard to
which he more or less adapts himself.
Bulstrode's standard had been his ser-
viceableness. to God's icourse:"I am
sinful and nought -~ a vessel to be
consecrated by use —-- but use mel" ——

" had, been the mould into which he had
"constrained his immense need of being27

something important and predominating.

Bulstrode was engaged in ﬁhilanﬁhropic en—

" deavours; but here too, his desire, as his brother-

‘in-law put_it, '”totplay‘bishop\and banker! dominated

a sensée of social duty. The New.Fever Hospital

‘was ﬁruly a philanthropic institution, ahd it was

méinly supported by Bulstrode. However, when Bul-

strode. feared exposure by Raffles,»he infcrmed

Lydgate that he pianned to withdraw his support

- 26
27

Middlemarch, p. 450.

Ibid., p. 453.



from the Hospital, ekplaining, "it is contrary to
my views of responsibility to continue a large
application of means to an institution which I
;annot watch ovef and to some extent control,”28
For Bulstrode, the value of anything was
-détermined by the extént fo which if satisfied his
egoism, his desire for power. Such a system"of
values is socially harmful; thus a hero who em-
bodies and attempts to conserve such a system of
‘values is socially ‘harmful. Although Bulstrode ana
Dorothea both sought a kind of heroism within the
contekt_of'traditional social faith, Dorothef's
system of valueémdifferé from Bulétrode}s, For
Dorothea, £he value of aﬁything was determinea
by the extent to which it promoted the ideal, or
-grand life. Thus whéteVer or whoever tehded to fos-
ter knowledge-was of value; Dorothea'sAdonception
of the grand_life wéé illusiodafyj i£ did hot apply
to contemporary social COnditidns. Her ideal life,
although it may have had a trace of “egoism in ity
. was bésically ﬁisdirected altruism resulting from
a failure to understand the nature of;$ociél faith

and order. The effect on society of Dorothea's .

2Byiddlemarch, p. 499.-
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type of heroism along with its system of values

is rather superfluous.

Rosamond and Fred Vincy had different ideas of
heroism frém.those of.BulstrOde and Dorothea.
Whereas‘Do;othea and Bulstrode sought heroism
mainly‘within the strﬁcture of traditional social
faith, Rosamond and Fred sought their kina of
heroism within the contgxtlof traditional social
order; Gébrge Eliot Qrote thgt Rosamond had "a
great éensé of being a romantic heroine", and
"played the'parf prettilyg"zg, Fred, believing
"that the ﬁniyérsaliorQer of_things,woﬁld‘necessarily
-be agreeable to an agreeable

young'gentleman", thodghﬁ it_"irreconciiable with
those éheepfui“intuitions implahted in him.by
"nature" that. he should have £d hwéar trouéepé
shruhk with washing, eat cbldimutton, have to
walk.fbf want. of a horse, or to’“duck under .

30

in any sorf_of a way." Unfortunately for him,

Fred had ample funds at his disposal Qniy in

29Middleharch, p. 219, . - . .-

O1pid., p. 169.



his hopefulness;?’l His particular idea of heroism
was to be a gentleman ~- or at 1ea$t, to enjoy the
benefits that a gentleman's wealth and prestige |
could bring him, |
Rosamond had been educdated at Mrs Lemon's
school, the chief school in the county,A
where the teaching included all that
was demanded of an accomplished
female -- even to extras, such as
the getting in and out of a carriage.
Such.éh educatioﬁ, éioﬁé with its extras; no doubt
N fbsteréd.Résamond's notion of being a romantic
heroine. BeSideé.this, Rqéambndﬂsfmother and
father were boﬁh cqncernéd with social prestige,;.
and actively'éncourageé their chiidrén to seek
social advanCe@enfg'"It's a‘good’BritiSh feeling,"
zaccording-to Mr Vincy, "to try and gaise'your
Family a little.! > | | |
‘ These-influenceé‘of family and educa%ion
actiné;on Rosaménd from without were édpplemented
by,fhe egoism bf her own inner nature. Rosamond's
egoism is emphagized time and agéiﬁ thrbughout

the noVel,-The;adjective "infantine" which often

3;Middlemérch,'po.168¢.

321pid., p. 71.

>3Ipid., p. 95.



appears in connection with Rosamond34 would seem
to support an‘ppinion that Rosamond is morally
immature. Hers is a ndive egoism: Rosamond appears
to be Unconscious of the self~cehteredness of her
desires. When she wrote to reguest money of Sir
Godwin, "Rosamond was naively convinced of what
an old_gentlémaﬁ oﬁgbt to do to prevent her from
suffering annoyance."35 The "ought to do" suggests
that Rosamond felt Sir Godwin had a duty to
prevent annoyances frém.bothering her merely
becaﬁse she would be uncomfortable. The word
"anndyance” suggests a pettinesslto the whoi;
affair; it.was not a hardship in the sense of
severe privation° Rosamond virtuélly never thinks
of anyone'except in the light of ﬁow he may
furthé: . her ambitibns as a romantic heroine. It
was ihAthis light that she saw Lydgafe, .Lydgate
was a Stranger to Middlemarch;

And a stranger was absoiutély necessary

to Rosamond's social iromance, which had

always turned on a lover and bridegroom
" who was not a Middlemarcher, and who

3%E,g., Middlemarch, pp. 118, 316; 580.

35

Ibid., p. 48l.
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had no. connections at all like
her own . o ¢ o

Rosamond léoked at Lydgate in the same
manner as Dorothea looked at Casaubon,in that she
did not see the actual manj rather she read into
the man what she wanted to see. Kftef she had first

met Lydgate, Rosamond,

had registered every ~ look and
word, and estimated them as opening
incidents of a preconceived romance —-—
incidents which gather value from the
foreseen development and climax. In
Rosamond's romance it was not necese
sary to imagine much about the in-
"ward life of the hero, or of his’
serious business in the world:. o o .
‘the 'piquant fact about Lydgate was
his good birth, which distinguished
him from all Middlemarch admirers,
and presented marriage as a prospect
of rising in rank and getting a little
nearer to that celestial condition
on earth in which she would have
nothing to do with vulgar people, and
- perhaps at last associate with rela-
tives quite equal to the country
people who looked down -on Middle-

marchers, 37

Just before her marriage to Lydgate, Rosamond

felt that she would find an "ideal happiness',

36Midd1emarch, p. 88.

371pid., p. 123,



of the kind known in the Arabian Nights
in which you are invited to step from
the labour and discord of the street
into a paradise where everything is

0
given to you and nothing claimed. 3

The reference to the Arabian Nights underlines Rosa-
mond's desire for romance in the traditional sensé
of the word. Flirtation could provide delightful
diversion for Rosamond, the romantic heroine, ,as
the imagery in the following guotation suggests.

How delightful to make captives from

the throne of marriage with a hus-—

band as crown-prince by your side -—-

himself in fact a subject -- while

" the.captives look up forever helpless,

losing their rest probably, and if

thelr.appetite too, so much the better!39

Fred's idea‘of~heroism, like Rosamond's,

was social in nature. He wished to be a gentleman

in the traditional sense of the word,>As_he told

Mary Garth, he was '"not fit to be a poor man'", and
1f he were rich, he would not make'ai"bad fellow"%o
Like Rosamond, Fred was influeénced by'his‘parents

who actively'supported his social aépirations°

Again’, Fred can be compared -to Rosamond in that the

38

Middlemarch, p. 257,

391bid., p. 319.

401pid., p. 102.



~education which.he received tended to promote a
desire for distinctive social status. Fred was

- educated at one-of the English uéiversities, and
George Eliot directs some barbed criticism at the
kind of education which was to be found in ﬁhese
institutions, When Ffed's gambling débts were be-
éoming bothersome to him, .George Eliot seems unable
to Qithhold the commént that Fred's "share in the
highe: education of this,cbuntfy did not seem to
help him‘,'»'41 Rather,,Fer{s share in the higher .
educétion'of.this.country éppeafed onl?'té have

. ‘ : ’ <o
"_exalted his views of rank and income.”42 Fred's

father gave him'a.univergity education so that Fred .

could become é clergymém° Ma:y.Ggrth pointédly ob-
served, "His being a clergyjan WOﬁid‘be only for
genﬁility's'$ake;"43' |

These pressureé-on Freq from without found
a willing'ally-in Fred's innér}nature. George Eliot
comments that "Fred disliked bad weafher .within
doors."** Like Tito Melema in Romola, Fred wished

e e e s s s

to avoid persbnal diécomfort, whether psychological

41

Middlemarch, p.leO.
- %21piga., p. 103.

Ibid., p. 379.
441»\:: A -
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or physical, Thus he looked for the easiest way out
of a situation --~ the easiest way being that which
was dccompanied‘by minimal personal discomfort, re-
gardless of the discomfort cau;ed to o£hers. This
attitude led Fred into an unconscious egoiSrﬁ° Tt
was not that Fred wished to hurt anYone:-con;erning
Fred's relationship with Featherstone, George Eliot
says_tﬁat~Fred "had kindness enough in him to Dbe

4S:It was rather

a little sorry for the unloved."
that Fred's éversion to suffering discomfort was
stronger than kindneéso'Mary Garth pointed out
Fred's:weaknéSs_whén she said to him, "But sélfish
pééple aiwayé think their own discomfort of more
importance thanlénythingiélse in the world.”46 This
egolsm encoﬁraged Fred's dregms of wealth and sc-
cial status for in these Frea_would fiﬁd the maxi-
mum amount oflpérsonal Comfoft and satisfaction.
Bath RoSamond's aﬁd'Fred'é'particular kinds
of herbism took their character from the t;aditional

social order. Rosamond longed for the.World of fair

princesses and charming knights-‘'on white horses,

‘-45Middlemarch, p. 83.

*1pia., p. 187,



and Fred longed for the kind of life in'which,
merély'becaUSe he felt he deserved it,
he shouid hunt in piﬁk, have a first-
rate hunter, ride to cover on a fine
hagk, and be generally respected for'47
doing s0 ¢ o o =
George Eliot, however, comments that "this was a
world inkwhich even a spilrited young man must some=-
times walk'fof want of a horse to carry him.”48,
Rosamond hadlfashidned her ideal world out of the
roman;és'read at Mrs Leﬁon's schoo;,'and such a
world had‘liﬁtle,'if any correlation with the world
iﬁ.Which Rosaméﬁd aétually lived,

In theif search for heroism within the con~ -
text of traditional social ofder, Fred and Rosamond
demonstrate a complete_ihseﬁsiti&ity to, and unaware-
‘ness of,,the.developments in the society aboutitheﬁt
Their:quorite'idéals had blinded thei against seeing
the effecfs which the increasing indﬁstrialization
was.havipg on socletys, Perhaﬁs one canhnot be too
seVeré-iﬂ,his criticism of Rosamond'apdAFged for
failiﬁg to see this: it is given to very few to
see historical trends while liviﬁg in their deve-

lopmenf; however, the fact remains that Rosamond

47
481piaz, p. 416:

Middlemarch, p. 250,
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and Fred were lookiné back into the unattainable
past, rather than Aassessing their current situation.
Neither Fred nor Rosamond had come to understand
the nature of the social order, and itévimplica—'
tions. Their s?stem of values was out of touch with
what were for George Eliot the realities of the
social order. FFor them, anything had vaiue which
tended to elevate their social status. Wealth was
the greates£ factor relevant to social stétus in
FPred's eyes, -and his sysﬁem of values was 5riented
accordingly. Wealth was seemingly taken for granted
by.Ro§amond When.énything bf anyoneﬂwas assdéiatga
‘with rank. George Eliot ;ndicated this when commen-
ting,oﬁ.Rosamond'S'thoughts concerning marriage,

There was nothing financiai, still
less sordid, in her previsionsj; she
cared about what were considered refine-
ments, and npt about the money that'waig
to .pay for them, :
Refinements indicated for Rosamond a distinctive
social status, and anything tending to promote

such a social status had value for her.

49
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The difference between the heroiém of Lydgate
and'that of Casaubon makes an interesting sﬁudy
in balanced coﬁtrastsu Both men were engaged
in research of which-the aim was to discover
originals. ‘éaséébon's Key to All Mythologies,
.as the title sugéests, purposed to discover the
or;ginal myfﬁgxgﬁggﬂéhich all other myths derived.
Lydgate in-his éearch for the primitive tissue
hoped to-discover that substance which all parts
of the human anatomy share as a common basié:
Each of these men felt that the successful com—A
pletion‘of his work would provide for him.a kind
-of heroilsm. Casaﬁbon'would have hié'revenge'on.
Carp for the latter's advérsé criﬁicism,‘and'.
he would achievg a certain immortality in his
work. Although he was a Cﬂrisfian clergyman;‘
Casaubon~beﬂ§ed all his efforts toward achieving
ea:thly'immortality,‘and gave the'appearance
of being distrustful of, or at least uninteresﬁed
invheavenly immé:télity° Lydgate upon the successful
completion of his research would take his-placef

among the immortal men of sciéncg°
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George Eliot did not discuss to any extent
the outWafd social pressures which affected Casaubon's
idea that his personal heroism was to be,foun@ in
schélarshi?. We may infer £rom Casaubon's jeaious
watch over his scholarly reputation that he had
at some time in his earlier life gained a‘rebutation
for scholafsﬁip,;and-that-he.must preserve this
.reputation in society's eyes or suffer loss 5f
dignity. Caéaubon's{inner nature‘was dominated
by his egoismo.Ceérge Eliot said that Casauboq
‘had ”risked all his egoism" on his Key to ALl
Mythologies,so All Casauboﬁ's desires, al} his
ambitions weré linked to the Key. Casaubon's
work'on'the’Key-was pureiy selfish, for its
primary purpose was to immortalize.éasaubon'é
name; any other purpose it migﬁt serve was
seéondary, So greaf-was the psychological risk
for Casaubon'that'he procrastiﬁated in the com-
pletion of his work, fearing that if he exposed
himself in publicgtion, someone might find‘fhere
a basic weakneés; Yet paradoxically, Casaubon
had at the'same.time‘tb keep up at least the

pretense of working on his Key.lest he lpsé

Y

50Mjidd1lemarch, pp. 350-51.




his reputation.

In his marriage to Dorothea, Casaubon
exposed all his egoism along with all his péthetic
fears. CaSéubon was like Dorothea in that he did
not marry a real person, buﬁ rather an ideal
he had constructed to suit his purposes. As his

wife, Dorothea

might really be such a helpmate
to him as would enable him to dispense
with a hired secretary, an aid which
Mr Casaubon had never vyet employed
and had a suspicious dread of. (Mr
Casaubon was nervously conscious
that he was expected to manifest a

- powerful mind.) Providence, in his
kindness, had supplied him with the
wife he needed. A wife, a modest
young lady, with the purely appre-

- ciative, unambitious abilities of

her sex, is sure to think her husband's -

mind powerful., Whether Providence
- had taken equal care of Miss Brooke
"in presenting her with Mr Casaubon -
was an ided which could hardly-

occur to him. - o1

Casaubon led a narrow, pathetic life: he
was, Georgé Eliot says, "presehtiat this great
speétacle'ofblife“;.yetuhe was-héver liberated
from his ”sma11~shivering'self",52 His egoism.

like a tiny speck close to his-vision blotted

51

Middlemarch, pp. 205-206,

521pid., p. 206,
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out ‘"the glory of the world", and left only a
margin by which he saw - the blot.,53 Lydgate, by
way of contrést, was absorbed ”in the ambition
of making his lifé recognized as a factor in the
better life of mankind,"S4 George Eliot comments
that Lydgate was "generous ana unusual in his
views of social duty.GSS Lydgate's ambition is
directly connected with his idea of heroism.
If Lydgate were £o "work out the prqof of an
“anatomical conception and make-a link in the
chain of‘discovery,"56 the greatest worth‘of
this discovéry for Lydgate would be that it(
would benefit ménkind by further adVahciqg,the
conquest of.d_isease° Lydgate does not disregard
‘the fact that .this Qoﬁld giye him personal fame;
but this ig'essentiallyva secondary consideration.

| As a youth, Lydgate "'did' his classics
and mathematics." There is a touch of irony in

"George Eliot's observation that

53

Middlemarch, p. 307.
54 ’

Ibid., p. 123.
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no spark had yet kindled in him an
intellectual passion; knowledge seemed
to him a very superficial affair,
easlly mastered: judging from the
conversation of his elders, he had
apparently got alrcady more than

. 57
was necessary for mature life.

Lydgate's schooling did not gulde him toward
his chosen profession; rather, it was a chance
reading of an article on Anatomy in an old
Cyclopoedia which directed him. "Through this
créviceAcame a sudden light startling him with
his first vivid notion of finely-adjusted mechanism
in the human fréme," | - ’
The moment of vocation had come, and
before he got down from his chair,
" the world was made new to him by
a presentiment of .endless processes
filling the wvast spaces blanked out
. of his sight by that wordy ignorance
©-which he had supposed to be knowledge.,
From that hour Lydgate felt the 58
growth of an intellectual passion.
The sudden, inspirational conversion of Lydgate
with its accompanying, startling light, the use
of the word "vocation", and Lydgate's rebirth,
as it were, into a néw world, would tend to

suggest assoc1atlons with a rellglous conversion.

§7Middlemarch, p. 106,
281pid., p. 107.




Lydgate's working toward the betterment of mankind
in a practical and concrete way appears to equate
with a religious act. |

George Eliot would consider that Lydgate’
was.directing his life toward a laudable goal. ‘It
does‘not really matter that Lydgate's search for
the pfimitive tissue could be as futige as
Casaﬁboﬁ'g‘sea:ch for the Key to All Mythologyo”,
The important thing was that Casaubon was motiva%ed
prinéipally by egoism; Lydgate_was motivated by
an ambitién "to do a good small work for Middle—_
march, and great work for the worlao”59 Lydé;te
believed that "human life might be made better",
-and this beliéf is fof George Eliot closely
'aésociated with "the abundant.kindness of his
heart2.6o Liike Dorotheé, Lydgate looked to
great men of .the past, such és_Bichatf He found
a certéin sustenance in Utﬁe memory- of great
workeré . o . who ﬁoveriin his mind as patron
saiﬁ?s, invisibly'helpingo”6l Lydgate's "patron -

saints" differed from Dorothea's in that his were

59Middlemarch, p. 110,

- ®91pid., p. 114

®l1pid., p. 334.

67



68
all connected with science or medicine. There
is a siénificance in this difference. Dorothea's
saints were principally concernedlwith preparing
man fbr the spiritual, or heavenly world, rather
than with the temporal. world which‘waé only
something to be éndured-for a short time before
'entéring into- the eternal Hereafter. Lydgate's
‘"patron saints" directed their effért toward
ameliorating the temporal worid in some concrete,
‘practical way. It is a worth-while endeavour,
‘Lydgate félt, to conéentrate on improVing life
on earth, Ih this regard, Lydgate stressed‘t;at
mén muét look to his own efforts, not to Pro-
vidence to maké his life better. Once when.
"Buistrode feared a cholera.epidemic, he said
td Lydgate;'”We may well besiege the Mercy Seat
for our protéction," Lydgate replied that "using
good ﬁractical preqautions”'was the. "best mode
df-asking_for protectiono"62;

‘In presenting Lydgaté's conversion to a

medical vocation in terms reminiscent of Saul's.

‘conversion - to Christianity, George Eliot stresses

8241 ddlemarch, p. 498.




the inspirational, as opposed to the rational
aspects of tne conversion. Emotion, sympathy,
or whatever else she may call "feelings" is
important for .George Eliot. All the academic know= .
~ledge in the world is coldly inhuman without it.
There is hardly any contact more
depressing than that of a mind in
which years full of knowledge seem
to .have issued in a blank absence 63
of interest or sympathy.
But there is a kind of knowledge which is very
'1moortant for George Ellot Tnls is not an

P

acaderiic knowledge; rather it is 'y, as we have
seen, the knowledge -- or call it awareness —-

of the nature of social faith and order. Lydgate

.w1th his "faults capable of shrlnklng or expanding"-

had not come to a full awareness of the nature of
the social order. Lydgate had what George Eliot

called "spots of commonness'".

Lydgate's spots of commonness lay _

in the complexion of his prejudices,

which, in spite of noble intention

and .sympathy, were half of them such
" as are found in ordinary men of

the world « . . . 64

63Middlemarch, p. 146,

®41pia., p. 111.
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Lydgate was, George Eliot goes on to say, rather
careless in his judgment in everyday affairs, and
‘he had a conceit "massive in its claims and-
benevolently gontemptuogsﬂe65 Later in the no?el,
George Eliot indicates that Lydgate's enlightment
did not extend to any appreciable extent beyond
his vocation. .

Lydgate's tendency was not towards

extreme opinions: he would have:

liked no barefoot doctrines, being

particular about his boots: he was

ndt'radical in relation to anything

but medical reform and the prosecution

of discovery. In the rest of practical

life he walked by hereditary habitj; °

half from that personal pride and

unreflecting egoism which I have al-

ready called commonness, and half .
from that naiveté which belonged toge

e e e s o st

pre-occupation with favorite ideas.

Lydgaﬁe'é'févorite ideas were laudable. There was
.in Lydgate's society.possible'scope for his kind

of heroism -- and only because his heroism was pri-
marily concerned with "making his life fecognized

'as a'facﬁor in the better life of mankinde" Lydgate's

heroism tended to answer a social need, unlike the

65Midd1emarch, p. 111l.
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kinds of heroism sought after by the other charac-

(0]
ct
O\

ters discussed. However, Lydgate's naiv

coupled
with his personal pridg and unreflecting egoism/
would tend to hinder his vocation. These charac—
-ter traits caused within Lydgate . a curie
ously dichotonomous system of values, partly for-
‘ warding and partly retarding hisvambition° Lydgate's
system of values was divided, based half on the
altruism reflected in his Vocation and half on /the
spots of commonness to which he was l;able to
fall prey; Thié system .then tended;on the one
hand téwardYQalueS which are basically a;trugstic
and on the other hand toward values which are es--
sentially egoistic., His massive conceit, his un-
-reflective egQism-—a these spots of commonnessxf‘
Suggest tHaE-Lydgate, in spite of his.unuSually
generéus viewsrof social duty in fegard to his
Vééafion,'had not‘reached a full understanding of
the dynamic intercénnectedness of soéiety, |
Lydgate's system oflvalues is, as I have
said, unlike that of aﬁy of the qthef characters
discussed so fafo'Although it is -divided ?etween a’
disposition toward beneficiai social éctionlgnd
a tendéncy tgwafd a negative social effect, it has



more scoée for possible social amelioration than
Dorothea's, Hers is in essence socially superflu-
‘ous, after she gave up hgr‘plans for building
cottages. In the seme vein, Lydgate's values have
more rédeeming qualitieé than those.of Rosamond,
Fred and Bu%}rodea-Whereas the 1a£ters' are es-

. sentially selfish or egoistic,.Lydgate's.are at
ieast partly altruistic. In the same way, Lydgate's
:values‘contrast with those of Casaubon who appeared
to prize oniy that which tendéa to serve or promote
his hollow, SCholarly reputation. Anyone or anything
which detractéd from this reputation, Casaubdn |
viewed as harmful; his egoiém became the criterion
of all worth. Lydgate's syétgm of values, then,
_affofdedihim thevmost.possiblé scope foé §bcially
beneficent action of any of £he other five charac-
teré,th'is'thefefore the more tragic that his
search for hergésm was to be as equallylfrustrated

aS'theirs.

Both Dorothea and Rosamond had this much in common,:
M that each hoped to achieve her particualar idea
of heroism>thfough her marriage., To Dorothea, Casau-

hon stood in the. line of great saintly mén who

72
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might teach her>to achieve spiritual greatness,
To rRosamond, Lydgate was a man of high birth who
might raise her'té a realization of her sociél ro-
mance., Both of these women then expecfed their
heroism to be realized through association with
the man they chose for a husband. The association
between marriage and the realization of heroism
was'so iBtimate that if the marriage partner
turned ‘out other than he was anticipated to be,
the prospect of heroism was‘,shatberedo Both Doro-
thea and Rosamond were under illusions ébncerning
the men théy married because they had chosen what
really amounted to an ideal of their own fashioning
rather than a man who théy'reélized had:an equivap
._lent centre of self,

Dorotﬁea bégan to feel a certain disil-
1uéiohment,concerning Casaubon while in Rome on
her wedding trip. Casaubon's personality irritated
her; but even more Seriously, Ladisiaw'é mention
that_Casauboﬁ's ignorance of Gefman language and
studies seriously hampered his work, sowed in Doro-
thea's mind doubts'concérning the écholarly worth
of Casaubon's.key°67 Gradgally.her dogbts solidified

into certaintye -

671\’Iiddl‘e,mar,c:h‘J pp. 150~151,
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Like one who has lost his way and is
weary, she sat and saw as in one glarnce
all the paths of her young hope which
she should never find again. And just
as clearly in the miserable light she
saw her own and her husband's solitude
-- how they walked apart so that she 68
was obliged to survey him. :

Casaubon was no longer looked upon by Dorothea as

a great Christian saint., He had become all too mor-

tal. When Casaubon banned Ladislaw. from Lowick.

Manor, Dorothea resented the action,

Dorothea had thought she could have
been patient with John Milton, but
she had never imagined him behaving
in this way « o . « Mr Casaubon

seemed to be stupidly undiscerning

and odiously unjuste. 69

Just as he felt the imminence - of death's approach,

Casaubon invited Dorothea for the first ‘time to

share .in his workj; Dorothea, however, realized the

meaninglessness and futility of this endeavour,

<

'10 s o It was clear enoﬁgh to her that

he would expect her to devote herself
to sifting those mixed heaps of ma-
terial, which were to be the doubtful

illustrations of principles s5till moreg

doubtful.

68
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The desire for knowledge which had been

so ardent became cool as Dorothea saw that Casaubon's
knowiedge'could got lead her on the path to the New
Jerusalem when 1t was bemiring him’ in pedantry and
futility. Dorothea's religious faith, grounded in
traditional religion, underwent a change as disil-.
lusionment with Casaubon begén to grow. After her
wedding.trip to Rome, Dorothea's "religious faith
was a solitary cry, the struggle ouﬁ'of a nightmare
in-which every object was withering and shrinking
away from*her°”7l A few months'later, Dorothea had
reached the péint where she could say to»Ladﬁslaw,
‘"I used to pray so-much —- now I hardly ever pray,”72
Traditional religion and ifs exercises were less
meaningful to:Doerheé as the disillusionment and
the frusétatidn of Her.heroic ideals~becéme more
pronoﬁnced; |

| Just as Dorothea expected Casaubon to lead
her to the New Jerusalem, so Rosamond 160ked_to
Lydgate tq carry her off into the paradise of
social romance,'Before she and Lydgate were married
Rosamond félt_thét'"Lydgate.shquld;by—and—by get some

first-rate position elsewhere than in Middlemarch"

71Middlemarch, Pe 202,

721pid., p. 287.°
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~— preferably in London, so that her social condi-
tion Would be improved, and so that she would be
saved the embarrassment of having her family shock
Her noblé reiafiveso73 Despite this neceséary ad—
Jjustment which she saw no‘hindrance in fulfilling,
Rosamond still felt Lydgate to be the ideal of her
- romance., However, és-her marriage grew in montﬁs
énd years, Rosamond; like'Dorothéa, found disil-
lusionment and met frustratigno Lngate did not
agree with Rosaﬁond tﬁat his profession was not
"nice" because it was n&t ;bcialiy accepted as
gentee1,74 Moreover, Lydgate ‘did not comply with
Rosamondis desiré fhat‘they quit Middlemarch and
settlé_in Lorﬂgjon° When financialAworriesrbegan to
plague their hou;ehold, Rosamond answered Lyd--
gate's request that she assiét him in curbiné
expenéeé with "the most neutral aloofness”;

"Whét can I do, Tertius?" Rosamond no more iden-
tified hefself with.Lydgate‘orrhis brpbléﬁs
”than.if the?,had been creatures of a different

species and opposing interests,"75"RespoﬁSibility

73
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was paft of the ordinary, mundane world, and
Rosamond énvisioned no responsibility as a
romantic heroine, Rosamond was becoming dis-
illusioned with Lydgate who was not rising to
her ekpectations;

The éhouéht in her mind was that if

she had known how Lydgate would

bghave,.she wquld never have married 76

him., -

Rosamond's fanciful paradise of romance

'éoon collapsed,:and Rosémond fell into the realities
of the-mdndane world —--~ the world where’thefg are
such things as_debts, and hostilities, and
odious trédesmeh demanding payments. As Lydgate's
debts became ﬁore oppre;sive, Rosamqnd's impélling
action'took the férm-of éurréptitious ways of.
counteféétihg.iydgate;s measures for econbmy,
and“éf'finding_means for release.from débfa
- Rosamond appealed to Lydgate's uncle at Quallingham
for moﬁe?c The Barbnet's fiat refusal of help
'furtﬁer frusﬁrated'Rosamond's‘romance° ?he_dis;
appointment which_éhe'feit at this refusal was
not'asvkeén és the énéuish suffered when Lydgate

became implicated in the Bulstrode scandal, and

-
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was suspected of complicity in the death of
Raffles. This scandal represents a serious

. e ' . ro .
reversal in Rosamond's climb to romantic heexism,

The shock to Rosamond was terrible.
‘It seemed to her that no lot could
be so cruelly hard as hers —-- to have
married a man who had become the
- centre of infamous suspicion o o . .
And she had innocently married this
man with the belief that he and
- . 77
his family were a glory to lLer.

The final props were kicked out from
under Rosamond's romancé when she found that her
flirtaﬁions had nct enéla&ed Ladislaw as hers
amorous victime ﬁosamond was shattefed when
Tadislaw told her that hé would prefe? to touch
Dorothea'a hand if it:WQre dead than he would
.touch any ther wbman's 1ivihg,78 All Recsamond's
dreans- of romantic heroism tumblgd down aroﬁndA
her. As she realized the meaning of_Lédiélaw's‘

words, she

was almost i@sinc the sense of her
identity, and seemed to be waking 79

into some new terrible existence.

,77Middlemarch, p. 554,
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The terrible collapse of the illusion
towards which all her hope had been
strained was a stroke which had too
thoroughly shaken her: her little
world was in ruins, and she felt
herself tottering in the midst

N . 80
as a lonely bewildered consciousness,

Like Dorothea, Rosamond found her quest for
"~ heroism was fruétrated9 Marriage lead neither
fb.the paéhs of their expectation. Their illusion
.was.craéked, It theﬁ bééame‘apparent to both
‘Dorothea and Rosamond that the éondifions in
which they Ilived prohibitéd the attainment of
the kind of heroism after which . they sought.r
Thelr worlds wouid not éllow them such a
kind of.life. |

Frustration aléo beset'Casaubon's guest °
for heroismv We have seen thétACasaubon was
perpefﬁally defensive of his repgtation: he.had
"a morbid-consciousness that'pthers>did not givé
,him.the élacé which.helhadrﬁoﬁ demoﬁstrébly
mérited"; ne&ertheless,.he still felt ”é passionate
resisténce to the confeséioﬁ that he had achieved

81

nothing." "~ In his married life, Casaubon found

that Dorothea

’BOMiddlemarch, pp, 571=72.

8l1pid., p. 306..




nursed him, she read to him, she
~anticipated his wants, and was
solicitous about his feelings;

but there had entered into the
husband's mind the certainty that

she judged him, and that her wifely
devotedness was like a penitential P
expiation of unbelieving thoughts.,. 7~

More than aﬁything Césaubon feared -judgment and
expoéureo Caéaubog's ﬁéranoiac attitude was a
deterﬁining factér ih_holding back the compietion
of his work, Caséuboh’fefused to allow Dorothea
‘to participate in hié,wqu until he realized

that his'deéﬁh Waslimminenﬁi and realized that
only with her help could he finish thé workm/He
attémpted'to exact froﬁ Dorothea a”prdmise,that,

in the case of his death, she would labour to the

" completion of the4wofk,.Donthea‘waS "the only hope

left that his'1abours'would_ever'take a shape:in‘
which they could be given télthe'world;"83v Casau—
bon's;deaﬁh preyented Dorothéa-ﬁnﬁ1giviqg.her
answef,'ﬁntii she wrété on”the’enxfelope cpntaining

the Syhoptical Tabulation for .the use-gg'Mré

PNy

Casaubon, R

BT e —

82Middlemarch; ps 306,
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"I could not use it. Do you not

see now that I could not submit my

spul to yours, by working.hopelcssly a4

at what I have no belief in?"
If Dorothea could have seen worth in Casaubon's
'work, she would have-seen it to its completion,
Thus” it was nbt‘so.mﬁqh Casaubon’sAdeath which
frustrated her QUest for heroism as it was the
futility and wofthleSsness whichAlay at the wvery
basis of the héfofism° Casauboa;s quest for heroism
-.contained in its very nature the seedé of its own
destruction;‘

The frus%ratiom,éf fredeincy}s a;pi;ations
for heroism came in a simple wgyo He was excluded
from Mr Feafhérstone's will and iﬁhefited neither
Stone Court nor a fortune, F%ed'é hépes for.lééding
a gentiemaﬁly life, ip tﬁe traditional sense of
ﬁhe word,  were thus squashedé The fact~tha£ Fred
went back'to.his studies at_theiuhivérs;ty in com-
pliance Withfhislfatheffs wishes did'not'mean that
Fred héd_resurreéted his former ambitioné and hopes
to achieve his idea Qf,heroismlﬁy'joininghthe clergy.
"Fred felt ﬁnsﬁited.to the clergy and was disinclined
to enter thé'Chﬁréh. "Of course", he said,>ﬁif I

an obliged to~bé a clergyman, I shall try and‘dd

84
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my duty, though I mayn't like it." Fred did feel
obliged to enter the clergy.

"And of course I can't begin to
study for law cr physic now, when

my own father wants me to earn
something. It's all very well to say
I'm wrong to go into the Church;g

but those who say so might as well

DO
tell me to go into the backwoods.” &>

The clergy was the only apparent means of live-
lihood open to Fred., He felt, metaphorically
speaking, that he would be banished to the
backwoods if he wéré to earn a living in a.
profession with lower Soqial_status than tha% of
physic, law, or .the Church. It is not, as I have
said, that Fred; had revived his former ambitions;
it is rather that Fred,:with’his education and
'upbrihging"influencing him, could not see himself
”duckiﬁg under" in any radical way. Fred's condition.
in life would not allow him his hoped-for heroism,
so he was trying to find the path of least discom-
fort in the world in which he .actually found himself.
‘The frustration which thwarted Bulstrode
in his,search,for heroism aﬁd that which hindered

Lydgate have certain elements in common. Perhaps

'

85Middlemarch, P. 376,
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an observation which Farebrother made after he
had been listening to Lydgate expound on his
ideals will make these elements clear.

"You have not only gotvthe old Adam

in yourself against you, but you have

got all those descendants of the ori-

ginal Adam who form the soclety 86

around you,'",
Farebrother isolates two factors working against
Lydgate in the attainment of ﬁis_idealf the one is
faults in Lydgate's'éha;acter, corresponding to
what George‘ﬁlidt éalled his spots of commonness;
the'second is social interference. These twd
factors-may be equally aéplied iﬁ Bﬁlstrode(é
case, for he, like Lydgate, was frustrated by
his QWn- character traits as well as by sdciéty
in his atfempt to achieve what he conside;ed an
ideal, or heroic life., Yet in both the case of
Lydgaﬁe and of Bulstrode, the character faults
to some extent came before, and are indeed the
basis of the social interference. Lydgate}s massive
conceit and unreflecting egoism initiated some of
- the social antagonism which yag. to frustrate

his plans. Bulstrode's passion to rule, to play

86Middlemarch, p. 129.°
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both bishop and'banker, disposed the community
to be ill—favohred toward him, and consequently
towafd plans whicﬁ favoured his eminence.

George Eliot illuSt:ated the invclvement

of Middleﬁarch sociefy ih Bulstrode's déwnfall
by means of two highly:dramatic~scenesn In chapter
seventy—one; shg showed how the‘gossip concerning
Bulstrode's past was spread throughout Middlemarch,
Sparked by Mr Bambridge's story picked.ﬁp from
-Raffles, fueled by Mr Hkains' recoun£ of Rafflesf
_funeral,»ana fanned by the general disliké and
suspiciOn of Bulsfrode9 the "gossip about Bdistrode
'spread_fhrough Middlemarch like the smell of fire.,"87
-Later in the same chapter, at the "sanitary meéting”;'
the committeé of ”gentlemeh" cléansed itself of
Bulsﬁrode's presence by publicly charging him with
his sins and réqueéting him to quit the room,
By presenting Bulstrode's downfali ih this public
Way, by detailing the steps, and by allowiné the
reader éo Qitness them dramatically, Georage Eiiét
eﬁphasized the dramatic‘intercpnnectednesé of
society, with its significant relationship bet-
ween society and the individgal° The frustration

of Bulstrode's ambitions for herolc eminence was

87Middlemarch, P. 526,
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wroughﬁ by an egoism which alienated the
community and pre-diSposéd it to accept without
question and without any'possibility of mercy
the scandal circulated éonterning him,

Lydgate's is perhaps the most detailed
story in the novel of how social interference can
thwart individual plans for greathess even if.
achievement of that greatness were to benefit the
very people engaéed iﬂ the intérfe;epce, But as
in the case of Bulstrédg, it'waé not so much that'
society was of.its own impetus disposed to.hinder
Lydgate; it wés rather thét Lydgate himseif ‘on
occasion gave soclety the initiative. It Jis true
that there-werg vestiges of-reacgion in the form
of prejudices which would militate against Lydgaté3
but such appeared of lesser account when compared'
to Lydgate's spots of commonness which goaded the
prejudices, offended sensitivity, and ignored
'econoﬁy, Lydgate failed Eo'understand the éubtleties
of society with its web of interconnections. Al-
though he tried to defer‘to Mr Wénch‘in the case
of Fred Vincy's attack of typhoid fever, and
although he shunned the<dubiéué fame he got from
such "cures" as Néncy Nash's tumour, Lydgate

neverthless succeeded in alienating the medical. .
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men of Niddlemarch with his careless insensitivitya
Lydgatae's distinctiveness of mind

which belonged to his intellectual
ardour, did not penctrate his feeling
and judgment about furniture, or :
women, or the desirability of its
being known (without his telling)

- that he was better born than other

. 88
country surgeons.

Early in his career, Lydgate vowed that he
would keep;himéelf_free of any entanglements that
would interfere-With his wérko‘Buf almost immedi-’
ately ﬁpon hié arrival at the>fever hospital,ihe
waS'forced.byhéifcumstancés td decide the ch@aplaincy
questionf-George Eliot does not, present a situation
- in which there is a clga£1y>cut pight“or wrong
tchoicejbetween Mr TYke and Mr Farebrotheryj both
men had their. recommending quélitiesias weli as
disadvantages. The complexities,bf the decision
emphasize that

for the first time Lydgate was feeling
the hampering threadlike pressure of

small social conditions, and their
. L 89
frustrating perplexities, :

In his decision Lydgate became identified with

88Midd1emarch,'ppa 111-112.
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Bulstredn, and thus alienated a section of the
co:munity‘ ''his entanglement, however, is really
only mineor when Co&pared.to Lydgate's choico‘of
»Rosambnd for a wifén Lydgate's judgment of women
was seen to be faulty in the Laure episode in
Paris. One cannot blame Rosamond for frustréting
Lydgate's ambitibn; one must rather lay the fault
at Lydgate's feet for making such aic.:hoice°
Ma:riagevbrought to Lydggte a wife_who
was so wrapped up in her own ambitioné that she
could not undersﬁand.hiso Marriage also brought
to Lydgate a debt. His lack of judgmegt in financial
affairs,‘élong with his disdain of "thread-bare
doctrines” involved him so déeplyiin financial
probleﬁs that he neglected his work. When Lydgate
réached this point in his 1ifé,'George BEliot comn;ents3
Only those who kriow the supremacy of
the intellectual life -- the life
which has a seed of enobling thought
and purpose within it -- can understand
the grief of one who falls from that
serene activity into the absorbing

soul-wasting struggle with worldly 90
annoyances, '

By the time Lydgate_bécéme implicated in the

Bulstrode scandal, he was so wasted with the
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tions which Hnd hinderced his progress that,
despite Dnrothea's proffered help, he capitulated.
"Alas! the scientific conscilence had got into the
debasing company of ﬁoney.obligation.and selfish

respects°”9l

Each character mét his frustration in his own waye.
Rosamond, after sheé haa moved to Londonh, appeared

- to have revived hef same old ambitions. After Lyd-
gate died, she married én elderly and wealthy
physician, and spoke of her happiness as "a feward”og2
Lydgate, howevef; "always regafded'himsglf as a
-failure; he had not done what he once meant to dOa”93
It was atrleaSt partly due to Lydgate's goodness

that he had given ﬁp his ambition and gone to

London., He could not ask .Rosamond to stay in
Middlemarch and fight for survival there thougﬁ

he had Dorothea's support; he felt responsibility
for Rosamond's unhappiness,

He had chosen this fragile creature,
and had taken the burthen of her life

91Middlemarch, p; 542.
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upon his arms., He must walk as he could
carrying that burthen pitifully.

George-Eliot writes that "In brief, Lydgate Was
what is called a successful man." One suspects
irony in this obser&ation when one considers what
‘Lydgate said to Dorothea, "I have not taken a
bribe yet, But there is a pale shade of bribery
which 1s called prosperityo”95 Lydgate sﬁffered
prosperity -- in both senses of the word,

Bulstrode, like Lydgate, accommodated his
frustration by leaving Middlemarch., We hear nothing
of him after this. None of thé three charactérs
mentioned -- Bulstrode, Rosamond, or Lydgate,
(Casaubon died) -- appearsto have benefited morally
froﬁygﬁéﬁzlexperienéeo The over-burdening catas~
trophe in these three characters' li&es comes near
the end of the novel, The correspoﬁding catastrophe
in Dorothea's and Fréd's lives comes relatively
early in the novel, This 1is meaningful, for espe-
cially in Dorothea's ‘story, George Eliot provides
herself with scope for a detailed presentation of

the emergence out of frustration into an awareness

&9
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et

of what makes a meuningful life. Thus George
¥liot presents both sides of her moral message.
Frustrated heroism is the negative sidej; the

positive side of the message we shall consider

in the next chapter.



IIT. The Modern Hero .

True, modern Leroism for George Eliot is so unlike
the traditional con;epts of heroism that one
almost hesitates to use the term "heroism"., But
heroism it is, for the. modern hero embodies and
conserves socially Significant.values. The values
of that kind of hefoism which was based on tradi-
tional social faith ad ordgr were at best mé;ningless
to  modern society, or at 'worst harmfullto ite
The problem then is to discover values wh%ch are
meaningful to modern society;

An examination of the stages of Do;othea's
moral development méy prove helpful in attempting
to come to grips‘with ;his problem. Georgé Eliot
has very carefully structured the key passages in
this development,'In'each of these passages Dorothea
is found.looking out of an upper window aﬁ Lowick

Manor down .ou-the scene below. The first occasion

is that of Peter Featherstone's funeral. Dorothea

(91)
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had just returned from Rome where she had sufferecd

the initial stage of disillusionment with her

marriage and her prospects for the grand life,

This scene,

aloof as it seemed to be from the tenor
of her life, always afterwards came
back to her at the touch of certain
sensitive points in memory, just as

the vision of St., Peter's at Rome was
interwoven with moods of despondency.
Scenes which make vital changes in

our neighbours' lot are but the back-
ground of our own, yet, like a particular
aspect of the fields and trees, they
become associated for us with the

epochs of our own history, and make

a part of that unity which lies jin
the selection of our keenest consciouim
Nness.

N o TN : . .
Here George Elioct draws the reader's attention to

the interconnectedness of human life. As she

continues in theé passage, George Eliot intimates

that Dorothea, prompted by the very ardour of her

nature,; felt a loneliness. Her association with her

neighbours' lot was a ""dream-like assoclation of

something alien and-ill-understood"; she was somehow

~aloof, up in the window, and could only look "with

. - . e . . ~ 2
imperfect discrimination on the life below™,

1

2

Middlemarch, p. 283,

Ibid.,. p. 238.



93
Dorothéa’s discontent with this position shows for
George ﬁliot that she is movingvin the right direc-
tion morallyQVShe_is groping for closer identifiéation
with her Qeighbours' lot, which répresents séciety's
condition, but she does not yet know whét action
to take, : : ’ i
By the time of the second window-scene,

-Dorothea had returned. to live at Lowick Manor after
Casaubon's death. One morning, Dorothea was seated
‘in her b%uaoif attempting to make an exact statemént
of her income and affairs. She 1dokeq out "along
the avenue of limes:to the distant fields."

Every leaf was at rest in the sunshine,

the familiar scene was changeless, and

seemed to represent the prospect of her

life, full of motiveless ease ~--

motiveless, 1f her own energy“cogld not 3

seek - out reasons for ardent action.
Dorothea has progrésséd be&oﬁd the stage of mere
discontent as witnessed'in_the first scene. She
realizes:that the motive for breaking out of this
seeminglondioﬁs ease must cohe from within her-
self: her own energy must seek out reasonglfor
ardent action. She could not rely on a Casaubon

with his knowledge, or even upon prayers, or on '

‘e
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God to give ner the reasons for action -—-- action
which meant involvement in hér neighbours' lot.

The reasons for action must be entirely human to

%)

apply meaningfully to a humen sitﬁation° And
human reasons can be found only within human
beings. Dorothea realizes this; névertheless she
is still unable to find reasons for ardent action.
She has not yet reached that stage of moral
development,

This last stage is presented in the third
windoW—scenef Dorothea_had spent a harrowing night,
doubting Ladislaw's-love of her after finding Rosa-
mond and Ladislaw iﬁ a seemingly compromising
situation. In the early morning, Porothea drew

aside the curtains of her boudoir window, and

looked out towards the bit of road that
lay in view, with fields beyond, out-
side the entrance-gates. On the road
there was a man with a bundle on his,
back and a woman carrying her baby;
in the field she could see figures
moving —- perhaps the shepherd with
his dog. Far off in the bending sky
was the pearly light, and she felt
the largeness of the world and the
manifold wakings of men to labour

and endurance. She was a part of

that involuntary, palpitating -life,
and could neither look out on it

from her luxurious shelter as a

mere spectator, nor hide her eyes
in selfish complaining.

4Middlemarch,~p° 578. E




Here Dorothea experiences‘a feeling of involvement
in all the human life and acfivities wnich she sees
around her, This experience of feeling is her sal—
vation. Her search for knowledge éould not bring
her this sense of involvement; fgr Geégge Eliot,
the sense of invélvement seems to.be_basically

an emotional experience, The will to be involved
.is, of course, prerequisite. But Ehis will is not
easily made genuine, One cannot be truly involved
in society and at the same time desire Selfish'e.n"dse
True invalvemeht méans_relinquishing egoistic
desires and submitting to alt:uistié motivations.
'quothea's behavioﬁr iﬁmediately after this
experience shows the bésis of her motivation., She
returned_to‘Roéambnd to speak on Lydgate's behalf
"when sheAbelievéd thaﬁ Ro;amond had captured the
man whbée 1ove7§he desi;edo Such én.act testifies»
to Dorothea's altruistic motivation.

The differehce§ in'the scenes thgh Dorothea
witnessed are important in their implications° The
first scene is 'one of-death, aﬁd of buriaig'The
llast‘scene is one of rebirth. The coming of dawn
sﬁggest; this,'as‘weil‘asbtﬁe présénce of the

mother and baby. Perhaps the implication here:
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parallels the Christian paradox wherein death
becomes the necessary prelude to life., For George
Eliot, the death and burial of selfish ccnsiderations
witn their socially divisive tendencies is a ne-
cessary prelude to tﬁe rebirth into a ﬁeaningful

r

0}

lationship with societya‘In the second scene,
the complete absence of people would.tond to
suggest that the motives for ardent action can
never come without the involvemént of hu&an
considerations. The signs of new life in the last
scenexcomtrast'with.the death of the first scene,
"in bringing a sense of hopefulness and meaniﬁgfulness‘
in the involvement with life., It may be  noted also
that in this sense 6f involvgment in the life around
one, there is. no distinction of rank., Dorothea
shared the samelcomﬁuﬁal life as the labourers-
going oﬁt to wdfke The sense of aloofness, so
apparentliﬁ the first scene, has vanished.

George Eliot'g mbralv ?urpose is " not
answered sqlély in these thfee.short scenes. These

s

N

enes illustrate her-emphasis on. the feeling of
emotional involvement in the life of the whole
community. This means, in short, a sensing of the

dynamic interconnectedness of society, and from



this, developing a tendency towards altruistic
action. Dorothea had reached this stage of
development; yet before her marriage to Ladislaw .
she intimated that she felt a kind of failure in
her 1ife° Dorothea's life had been full of plans
basically benevolent in their conception, but with

- the exception of her cottéges, these plans were
unrelated to basic social needs. To Lydgqte she
éaid, "ﬁhere is no sorrow I hévé thought more

" about thén.that.é— to léve what 1is great, and try
to reéch'it;.and yet to faila”slshe confided to
Celia, "I héVe ﬁéver_carried_out any plan yé%7”6
Dorothea sensed a failure in no£ accomplishing
anything concretely practical which was adapted to
definite sociall-n'eedsa This assessment of failure
may be modified if oné.considers the intangible énd
Small.effects which Dorothea had on various charac-
ters, Her ‘spiritual goodness'affectéd both Rosamond

and Lydgate. Her beneficence helped Farebrother and

his family.. Certainly othersf®.lives would have been

more unpiéasant if it had not been for Dofothea°
"‘Nevertheless, it still remains that Dorothea felt

a failure in not carrying out any plan, and perhaps

SMiddleMarch, p. 560,

6

Ipid., p. 600.

7
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ct

ys something for George Eliot's emphasis on

his sa
practical works, answering.a definite social need.

.Concrete, practical objectives were very
important for George Eliot., This is the meaning
which may be taken from fred Vincy's redemption.
Fred's story goes back beyond Darothea's.Fred came
to realistic terms Qith the community around him
because of the'effeqt which Mary Garth had on him.
When he failed to pay the debt which Caleb Garth

" had guar§g£eéd,:Fred.ca@sed the Garth‘family a
greatxdeal of Erouble, the greatest being that the
family could-hot péy_the-premium needed fér-%rthur
to attend engineering sc:hooLI On this‘occasioﬁ,

Fred felt for ”the_first time something like the
tooth of reﬁorse,ﬁ7 Fred was beginning:to pealize
that other people haq;én_”equivalent centre of self,"
Mary fostered the growth of this altruisticlconcerno
She also'streésed something which appears to have
been bred in all the Garths, the need for concrete
work ailmed at serving some social need. In.this
regard Arthur's education sténds,in - ..? ironié

.contrast to Fred's. . The latter's education wés
only for gentility'sAsake; WhereasVArthur's served

a definite social need in a practical way. Mary .
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heartily encceuraged Fred to meke his .life userful,
She said it was '"very painful" for her to see in
Fred an "idle frivolous creature'"., She admonished
Fred:
How can you bear to be so contemptible
when others are working and striving,
) : moawua .
and there are so ®B&y things to be done
-~ how can VYou bear to be fit for '
nothing in the world that is useful?
And with so much good in your disposi-

tion, Fred -- you might be worth a a-
‘great deal. ‘

i

{

3
S

s

Usefulness. or wortﬁ involves working at any task
which'geﬁuihely serves a.social.need;' )
Fred renounqed the thfee traditional pro-
fessions -- law, medicineylénd.diviniﬁy ~— in
favour of a much more humble kind of work, Fred,
as we have seen, had to give up considering either
laW‘or‘medicine.as professions bécayse of his
financial prospects; - however, he did have é
definite Ehance to take up d;ﬁinity as a profession,
It is important to note £hat Fred, -unlike Aﬁis
family, did not feei that he was loWéring'himself
in écceptiﬁg the socially less .prastigious work
offered by‘Caleb Garths any wokawhich bgnefited

sociéty had dighityo

8Middleﬁarchg p.. 188,
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It is 1n this way that Fred's story goes

-

beyond Dorothea's, fon red, encouraged by Mary and
Caleb, began to work with Caleg Garth in his business,
Dorothea is not shown in the stbry to take up any
such work, unless -- and this cannot be discounted
-~ her wifely devotion to Ladislaw and'ﬁer motherhood
be considered as such. This aspgct of Dorothea’'s
life, however, extends beyond the scope of the novel,
Within the novel, the definition ' of George Eliot's
moral purpose appears to unfold through.a series

. . L .
of characters, with each adding a parti-
cular aspect to the pu:pbse ﬁntil it ;eaches/its
‘clearest representation in the.character‘of Caleb
Garth., Fred Vincy's'assoéiation with Caleb Garth's
business provides a smooth transition to George

Eliot's most clear statement of her moral purpose

in Middlemarch.

George Eliot.would appear to suggeét that a
sympathetic awareness of an equivalent centre of |
self is at the basis of her religion of mankind,:
replacing traditional social faithoiThe rites of
this religion are exercised'in'workv——.work whicﬁ
is spcialiy beneficial, éaleb Garth Spoké of his
"busihess;'9 or work in tefms of reverence which

suggest that work for him is equated with a

o =
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reliaious acte. Business is referred to as Garth's
. _
-

"sanctuary";” it never met money transactions for

. ' . . . . ; ' 0
him, "but the skilful application of labour”e%
When Garth talked of business, he felt "himself to

. s ‘ - 11 .
be saying something deeply religious",”” Business

‘ . 12
was a "sacred calling®, K

H

Garth defines the purpose of work and thé

rewards it brings; he-said to his wife,

Its a fine thing to come to a man when
he's seen into the nature of business:
~to have the chance of getting a bit of
the country into good fettle, as they
.say, and putting men into the right
‘with their farming, and getting a bit
of good contriving and solid building
done -- that those who are living and

. those who come after will be the better
for it., I'd sooner have it than a for-
tune, I hold it the most honorable work
that is « « « « It's a great gift ofl3
God, Susana. ‘ .

. . 5

From this passage we can also see that Garth's
work is motivated by altruism: Elsewhere George
Eliot brings out this motivation by emphasizing

Garth's basic weakness:’when asked to manage the

9Middlemarch, Po 294,
10

Ibide, p. 402.

M1pig., p. 409,

L21p54., p. 292.
131pid., p. 295



estates at rreshitt- and the Grange, Garth exclaimed,
"A man without a family would be glad to do it for
nothing!"l4 Garth was so concerned with his work,
which was always done on behalf of others with a
view to'iﬁpréving conditions for others, that he
was largely unmindful of his own needs. George .°
Eliot is perhaps indicating in this regard that
altruism must be tempered with a degree of self-
concern; " altruism can be taken advantage of by
others less scrupulous ~unless a degree of concern
for self-preservation is present., Caleb Garth
failed in business, not because he was a poor or
dishonest'workman, but because he neglected the
realities of sound finance in his passion for
working and was taken advaﬁtage ofé Fortunately
Garth had a wifé who. helped to compensate for
his weakness in this regard.

George EliQt stressed not only Caleb
Garth's "reverential soul”, but also his strong
"practical intelligence"ol5 1f work represents the
rites of George .Eliot's religion of mankind, such

work must be clearly practicali that is, it must

14Middlemarch, p. 295,

Y1pid., p. 185.
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of itself generate new soclal reforms,

The desirability of basic, practical
objectives in wofk can be explained in terms of
George Elioﬁ's conception of the dynamic inter-
connectedness of society. If one's work brings
about a basic imp:ovément in the life of one's

neighbour, this improvement will ultimately have

its effect on the whole community because of the

dynamic interconnectedness of society. Anything

so simple as the building of a good fence, cver

which Garth expressed concerni‘will; ultimately
&fféct fhe whole éommunify; Small, seémingly/in—
'significanf deeds will ameliorate sociegy? Such

deeds do not bring immortality; Susén Garth

observed that her husband's "good work remains
though his name may be fo'rgotten;"l9
however, is the true; modern hero. "Heroism,™
Barbara Hardy writes, ﬁié supplénted,;in George
Eliot, Dby the diffusion of good works;"zo George

"Eliot eloquéntly reinforces this .idea at the end

of the novel.

Such a man,

.18G Eliot, Felix Holt, pp. 295-296.

19Middlemalrch,-po 295,

-20g Hardy, The Novels of George Eliot,

p. 34,
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be directly applied to some social need. Garth
‘roundly aponlauds Dorothea's.pians for cottages
for labourers because after the work on these
4 ) A - = T 1 . <11y 16
cottages is completed, "men are better for ii",
In the same vein, Garth aprears to be largely
distrusitful of political acition:"What people do
who go into politics I can't think: it drives me
almost mad to see mismanagement over-only a few
W17 ) . .
hundred acres.,. . Garth would agree with Mr Cad-
wallader in saying that improvements or reforms
which bring about an immédiately defineable’
improvement in one's neighbour's lot are of -
greater significance than legislative or political

reforms. Mr Cadwallader said that if he were

Brooke, he'wouid give Garth'"carte blanche about
gates and‘repairé”; adding ”that}s my view -of the
political situationo; Thevimplication here is that
legislative'reformé are useless unless those con-
ditions which mést directly affect man are fi;st
improved. This argument falls in line with Felix
Holt's idea that social amelioration must begin at
the most basic le?elé; when basic improvementsiére

made, then the resultant social amelioration will

18Middiemarch, p. 402.

Y1pid., p. 295.
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The crowing cood of tho vorld is
partly dependent on unhistoric

acts; and that things are not so

ill with you and me as they might
have been, is half owing to the
-nunber who lived faithiully a

hidden life, and rest in unvisitele
tombs. '

At the beginning of the second book of Middlemarch

George Eliot wrote:

 For 'in the multitude of middle-aged
men who.go about their vocations in
- a daily course detérmined for them
much in the'same way as the tle pof
“their cravats, there is always
good number who once meant to shape
their own deeds and alter the world
a little. The story of their coming
to be shapen after the average and:
.fit to be packed by the gross, is
hardly ever told even in their
consciousness; for pérhaps their
ardour in generous unpaid toil
cooled as imperceptibly as the 55
ardour of other youthful lovers.

Middlemarch is the story of such people who meant

to shape their lives and alter the world a little,

’

It is the story of their frustratior.. But with

]

the exception of Lydgate, it is also. the stéry of

2

1Middlemérch; p. 613, - - . _ -

2275id., p. 107.



the world, .

and themselves. Lydcgate sensced the high wvalue

of altruistic service, but character faults frus-

rated his chances of success,

(u

Yet most of all, Middlemarch 1s the story

in praise of generous unpaid toil, of toil unre-

warded by immortality. It is the story in praise of

of countless heroes, such as Caleb Garth, Although
their nemes are buried by mortality, their deeds
are preserved bécause they have refused to be
motivated by egoistic considerations; they félt
that Sociéty‘s cohcerns were: the individual's
concerns; they ¢id their work under the impulse

of altruistic prdﬁptingso Such'aré the modern
heroces. Their Countléss, Smallnaﬁd humbie deeds

form the basis of social progress.

106



107

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Primary Sources

Elict,

Eliot,

Eiiot,

Eliot,

Eliot,

Eliot,

Eliot,

Haight,

George. Adam Bede. New York: Washington

—— e e it

Square Press;, 1964,

"George, "Address .to Working Men, by Felix

Holt"™, in her Impressiong of Theophrastus
Such, Essavs , and Leaves from a Note-Book.,
Toronto: George N. Morang and Company,
Limited, 1902, ‘

Georye, Daniel Deronda., 2 vols. Toronto:

- Gaorge N. Morang and Company, Limited,

1902,
N 7 . . :
George, Felix Holt, The Reédical. Toronto:
George N. Morang and Company, Limited,
19020 o :

_—

Georgeu'MiddlemarCBﬁ Edited by G. S. Haight.. .
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1956,

George. Egﬁglga 2 vols. Toronto: George N,
Morang and Company, Limited, 1502,

George, Scenes of Clerical Li‘e, Silas
Marner, The Lifted Veil, and Brother
Jacoh, Toronto: George N Morang and
Compiny, Limited. 1902,

G. S., ed. The George Eliot Letters.
7 vols., New-Haven: Yale Unlver51ty Press,
1954~ 55




108

£liot, Gecrge. The Mill on the Ploss. Toronto:
- George #. Morang and Company, Limited,
1962,

Eliot George. "Quarry for Middlemarch™, edited
with notes and introduction by A. T.
Kitchel, 1950. Accompanying Nineteenth-

- Century Fiction, IV (1949-~50).

Secondary Sources

Allen, W, The English Novel.New York: E. P. Dutton
- and Co., Inc., 1954,

7

Anderson, Q. "George Eliot in Middlemarch", in
B, Ford, ed..From Dickéns to.Hardy.
Harmondsworth: Penguin Books Ltd.,
1958, 274-293,

Beaty, J. "History by Indirection:The Era of
Reform in Middlemarch", Victorian Studies,
I (1957), 173~-179,

Beaty, J. Niddlemarch, from Notebook to'Novel;
"~ Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1960,

Bennett, J. ' George Eliot: Her Mind and Her Art.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,.
1948.

Buckley, J. H. The Victorian Tempére New York:
" Vintage Books, 1964, . '

Carroll, D. R. "An Image of Disenchantment in
the Novels of George Eliot", Review of

English Studies, XI (1960), 29-41.




109

Carroll, D, R.-"Unity Through Aralogy: An Inter-
sretation of Middlemarch®™, Victorian
I 3
Studies, IT (1Sv9), 305-316.

Daiches, D, George Eliot: Middlemarch. London:
Edward Arnold Publishers Ltd., 1963.

Feuerbach, L. The Fssence of Christianity, trans-
lated by George itliot. New York: Harper
and Row Publisners, 1957, .

Haight, G. S., ed. A Century of George Eliot

et et Pt i b bt

Company, 1965,

Hardy, B. "The Moment of Disenchantment in
" George Eliot's Novels", Review of Lnglish
Studies, N. S., V (July, 1954), 256-64,

Hardy, B. The Novels of George Eliot., London:
The Athone Press, 1963.

4

HoiloWay, J. The Victorian Sage. New York:
W, W. kNorton and Company, Inc., 1965,

Leavis, F. R. The Great Tradition. Harmondsworth:
Penguin Books Ltd., 1966, '

Lerner, L., and J. Holmstrom, eds., George Eliot
and Her Readers. London: The Bodley
Head, 1966.

Levine,‘Go "Determinism and Responsibility in
the Works of George Eliot", PMLA,
LXXVII (1962), 268-279.

Paris, J. B. Experiments in Life, Detroit: Wayne
State University Press, 1956,

Stump, R. Movement and Vision in George Eliot's
Novels, Seattle: University of Wash ington
Press, 1959, ‘ : '

Thompson, E. P. "The Industrial Revolution and
Class Consciousness in the English
Working Class", in D. L. Dowd, ed.,
The Age of Revolution, 1770-1870,
Boston: D. C. Heath and Company, 1966,




Wagenknecht, E. Cavalcade of tie

Enalisn

Novel.,

New York:

Henry Holt and

enth Century St

Company,

1943,

udies., London:

Willey, B. Ninete
Chatto ar

nd Windus, 1949,



