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In the existing literature which comprises the main body of
knowledge regarding electoral aspects of political geography, nearly
all work has been carried out at a city wide; provinecial, or national
scale, Few political geographers have done any analysis of election
results within individual constituencies with an aim toward identifying
spatial.regularitiesg The fact that disaggregation of census materials
is not usually available for geographic units corresponding to polling
bdistricts has led to studies of larger areas of multiple constituency
oy city wide scope, where overlapping of enumeration and political
areas can be generalized to a greater degree, The relatively few Canadian
studies which have dealt with voting in a single constituency have almost
totally ignored any spatial pattern in the constituency vote.1 Instead
they have concentrated their efforts in a more sociological study of
determination of voter characteristics, while failing to show any form

of spatial regularities in their results.

It is the purpose of this paper to attempt a socio-economlic
and spatial identification of voter groups within the two provincial
constituencies of Dovercourt and Peel South, and to compare the results

achieved with existing theories of political behaviour,
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POLITICAL FARTICIPATION

Participation in the politiéal process may take many forms
and may be influenced by a variety of factors such as socio-economic
status, education,; political efficacy and geographic location, From
a geographic point of view the level and types of political partice
ipalion engaged in bespeak a great deal about both the voter and the
community in which he resides, Much of this theoretical background
vill therefore focus on factors which may determine voting characte
eristics of individuals, and in what way spatial groupings of such
individuals according to these factors may be reflected in the

spatial distribution of the vote.

Socio~economic Status

in analyzing the political soclology of the individual,
both Van Loon and Milbrath present political par%i?ipaiion in an
active =~ passive spectrum, with the holding of political office
( a gladiator role ) at the pinnacle and the simple act of voting
forming the lowest level of the scale,2 For the sake of this paper,
concentration has focussed on whai they classify as the passive
role of individual ballot casting, In order to elaborate on thelr
model to the stage of determining the number of individuals; by
geographic axea, participating at various levels in this partic~
ipation hierarchy would require detalled personal surveying beyond

the congtraints of this paper.



Van Loon®s model for political participation utilizes,
but expands upon the standard factors of socio-economic charact-
eristics, personality, and political influences, and their related
effect on the participatory act of voting, Soclo-economic status,
he feels; must also be looked at in terms of the resources, both
social and economic; available to persons of various classes, At
a simplistic level, how much money, or perhaps even more important,
ﬁow much time can a person devote to political activity ? Since
various forms of political activity such as office holding may be
continuocus,; -while others such as voting are episodic, the cost to
the participant may vary greatly and thus affect his level of part-
icipation. Some political activities such as strategy planning,
fund soliclitation, and .contributions of time and money to a campaign
require greater social and economic resources than others, with the
result that we would normally expect people with the greater soclal
resources to participate more actively than others, Even simple
political activities such as hosting a ¥ meet the candidate ' coffee
party requires a certain possession of these soclo-economic resources,
The degree to which a candidate or party is éble to draw on such
resources may be a factor in the outcome of the election, One example
of the utilization of such resources is found in the affluent
BEglinton riding of Toronto;where in the course of one campaign,
Mitchell Sharp attended more than one hundred such coffee partiesy
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at the rate of four or five per day.



Normally one would assume that if these people of higher
soclo=-economic rescurces are more active at higher levels of the
participatory hierarchy then they will also be more likely to reg-
ester a vote than people who are less politically involved.' Van
Loon's campaign activity index by soclo-economic class shows that
forty-~one percent of upper middle class voters engaged in high
(gladiator) or middle (transitional) activities, while this percent-
age showed a steady decline to twenfy—eight percent for the middle
class, twenty~three percent for the working class, and sixteen per-

cent for the lower class,

TABLE 1

Campaign Activity in Different Socio~economic Class Groups

Socio=ccononic Glass

Campaign Activity Upper Middle_ Middle Working  Lower
High | 6 % 5% ha b g
Mediunm A 35 % 23 % 19 % i2 %
Low 58 % 71 % 77 % 84 %

N 226 1034 1223 96

Vhile the rows showing *‘medium? and *low® levels of campaign
activity are consistent with what we would normally expect in the way
of participation Trom the respective class groups, the "high' group

would appeaxr to be too uniform across class lines, This phenomenon



may be explained by the fact that during a campaign a certain number
of paid workers are needed,; regardless of party affiliation; and

the most likely sources of such workers are those people earning
lower middle class incomes or less,since the small remuneration and
temporary nature of the jobs would not likely attract middle ox
upper c¢lass people, Contributions of time by people in the higher
classes is more likely to be on the basis of a voluntary effort,
with a view toward politics as a social activity, For these reaschs
a simple arithmatlic relationship between personal income and propen=
sity to vote is not likely to bz found, Milbrath, in fact, notes |
from an Evanston, Illinois survey that middle income persons are
significantly more likely to be active in politics than low income
persons, but that high income persons are not significantly more
likely to be active than middle income persons. Also,lane's studies
of the relationship between income levels and voter turnout suggests
a kind of declining marginal productivity of income on voting.s
Thus, for each thousand dollar increment in income, the absolute

increase and rate of increase in turnout decline,
Flucation

It is also generally accepted that voter turnout increases
with the education level of the voters. What is significant, however,

is that with increased education levels the proportion claiming to



have voted in all federal elections rises dramatically but those
professing a pattern of continual provineial voting declines con~
siderably. Nearly a quarter of the eligible voters with over
seventeen years of education profess to having never voted in a
provincial election; compared to only four percent‘in federal elect-
ions, At low levels of education the voter response to federal and
provincial elections is almost identical but as education level
rises so does the differential in fhose continually voting federally
but only intermittently voting provincially, In the study of a
provincial election, therefore, participation by voter groups may

differ significantly from the case of a federal election, .

TABLE 2

6
Voting Frequency in Different Educational Groups

Voting Frequency Education ( in years )
in BElections

0-5 6-8 9=11 12-13 14-16 17+ N %

=2

¥*
A11 F 51 50 55 63 64 69 17 55
P 50 46 L6 48 52 38 121k by
Most B 36 26 29 25 26 16 712 27
P - 35 26 31 26 22 29 734 28
Scme F 11 20 13 8 ' 8 12 339 13
P 10 18 14 11 11 10 356 14
None F 1 L 3 L 3 L 79 3
P L 7 8 15 1 23 253 10

=

228 670 867 Lely 227 110
¥ federal or provinecial



In high socio~economic areas, which by implication we consider to

be composed primarily of better educated people, an expected high
voter turnout might be considerably tempered by the apparent lack

of involvement by thls educated elite in provincial politics. Thus
despite a high degree of correlation between education and social
class, the influence of education on political behaviour is found

as an indirect product of attitude formation among the social classes
not as a direct influence itself on voting participation, Therefore,
where we might logically assume a high voter turnout and a large
degree of leadership to be asserted by the highly educated, in fact
a large percentage of those with university degrees have never voted
in a provincial election. As Peter Regenstrelf notes,"whatever the
status of the Canadian intelligensia ( such as it is ), it remains
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a relatively unknown quantity.
Efficacy

Milbrath feels that a center = periphery analogy may be
applied to the question of participation, the feeling of closeness
tey or distanée fromy the center being an important correlate of
political participation.8 The problem however lies in the definition
of centrality, It may be viewed in terms of communications or
relative perceived poéition in the power structure, The undexrdog,

characterized by low soclo~economic gstatus, 1little education, low



prestige Jjobs and low income, is likely to feel that he has little
power and thus not vote, If this is true, neighbourhoods exhibiting
these characteristics should be expected to have a much lower voter
turnout than higher socio=economic areas, although as mentioned
earlier, the rate of turnout is not simply an arithmatic relstion-

ship with income,

While the underdog feels that his vote will be incon-
sequential to the outcome of the election; Nie and others have spec=
ulated that the ' better elements' in society participate more fre-
quently because they perceive that they have a greater stake in the
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outcome of the election.” An offshoot of this idea is a return to
Milbrath’s centrality concept that high status and more organizat-
ionally involved citizens are closer to the 'center® of society,
and therefore more likely to be involved with government in their
daily business, Nie®s observations however seemed to prove the
contrary, that perception of a stake in election outcomes was not
an important link between class and participation, It was howevexr
found that socially advantaged citizens assume political events can
be manipulated and controlled; and this sense of political efficacy

\
increases the likelihood that they will participate in politics to

some extent.iO In direct contrast, the underdog lacks this sense

of efficacy,



Social status and education may affect this sense of
efficacy in that value systems approving of political varticipation
may be acquired in the schools and social organizations, Higher
education and social status exposes the individual fo situations
in which the duty to participate is stressed, It iégthis way that
the influence of education in attitude formation may be exhibited
politically, This may also be true in the case of social status,
“As Nie concludes, " social status tends to affect political part;

- icipation through its impact on political attitudes and cognitions
which, in turn, facilitate political activity," 11 Over a five
nation study it was found that the higher social staﬁus groups in
the sgciety will have fifteen to twenty=five percent more political
participants than the lower groups.12 This result is not signife
icantly different from the Canadian estimate by Van Loon, shown

in Table 1.

. "Efficacy may also be exhibited by the worﬁing ciass in
some situations, While the underdog may individually feel ineffect-
ual; collectively his outlook might change, As Nie notes:

" organizational involvement may represent an alternative
charmel for political participation for socially
disadvantaged groups. The rural peasant, the industrial
labourer, the disadvantaged black may become politice~
ally active through his organizational involvement

even though he may otherwise lag% the status resources
for political participation, "

When such social organization takes on a political focus, dramatic
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changes in electoral behaviour may result. The most obvious instance

of such organizational involvement is the well recognized support

of the New Democratic Party by the labour unions., Collectively,

the working class participation is greater than might ordinarily

be expected since one political party claims to represent their

interests., The organizational body of the union itself provides

a collective sense of efficacy not only from an economic but also

from a political point  of view, fhe influence of this body is

seen ih an assertion by Gagne and Regenstreif thatl: 14

¥ while unskilled workexrs weré being attracted by the
NDP, skilled workers tended to support the party even
more strongly. This happens because skilled workers
are more highly unionized than are the unskilled and

because since the formation of the NDP, the party has
made a concerted effort to attract the vnion vote, "

PARTY IDENTIFICATION

Social Class

Considerable importance must be attached to the emergiﬁg
relevance of social class in its relation to party voting in Ontario,
Provinecially, a party can compete to a greater extent on the basls
of social class than it could nationally, where the situation calls
for a morxe cqmprehensive spectrum of voters of all classes to ensure
success, Indeed, the smaller the political unit analiged the greater

the possibility for class oriented voting., Thus at the polling booth
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level, the effects of social class upon vote by party tend to be
very apparent within the individual constituency. From a number of
recent studies it would appear that the electors of Ontario regard
social class as an important basis for choosing among the political
parties, The Institute for Behavioural Research at York Univexsity
found from a 1967 survey that the New Democratic Party image is
clearly one of *'friend of the working man®, whereas those people
who expressed opinions on the Consefvative Party stressed its effic-
iency. The Liberals, however, emerged with no clear cut image, the
largest group expressing an opinion about the Liberals had only a
vague ‘'general liking' for the party. It would therefore appear
logical to expect New Democratic support to come from working class
areas, Conservative strength from areas of professional and manager-
ial class people to whom productivity is important, both politically
as well as economically, and Liberal support to be less clearly
defined both socially and spatially.
As Wilson and Hoffman have noted: 15
"It is generally the case that the dominant image of
a party is a reflection of the principal characteristics
of its supporters. Nowhere is this more evident than in
the socio~economic characteristics of those electors who
3dentify with the NDP, Compared to the population of the
province as a whole,.,, the party®s support is clearly
more heavily concentrated in the younger age groups, among
skilled workers and particularly members of trade unions,
and amcng men who describe themselves as members of the

working class.

The Conservatives are clearly attracting electors
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whose interests are broadly opposed to those of NDP
supporters, Quite apart from a greater dependence upon
the older age groups, people who prefer to call them=-
selves English Canadians; and adherents of the major
Protestant faiths, the most striking aspect of Conser-
vative support is its dominantly middle class character,.,
the party's strength 1s more heavily concentrated in

the higher socio=-economic groups: nearly three quarters
of its supporters live in non union households and over
half of them describe themselves as middle class,

On the other hand Liberal supporters mirror nearly
every characteristic of the electorate, apart from a
superior strength among those aged 35 to 49 and the
customary dependence upon adherents of the Roman Catholic
faith and people of non British origin,

Of the three parties then; the Conservative and
New Democrats are clearly rooted in dustinct sectors
of the electorate, But if, as seems likely, economic
status becomes an even greater influence on the vote in
the future, the fact that the Liberal Party does not
depend upon any speclal economic group may ultimately
be a source of weakness, "

These prognostications by Wilson and Hoffman open several
interesting avenues of thought, Will these soclo=econcmic alleg-
iances strengthen over time? Can such alleglances be found at a
constituency level? Is the survey actually borne out by election

returns? These are questions which will be returned to later in

the paper.

Suburbanization

These questions, when viewed in terms of demographic
trends, bring on the need for recognition of a relatively new, strong,

and rapidly expanding force in North American society, Where
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political parties were previously factionally divided, it was often
on an urban = rural basis. Now a new group,; the suburban voters,
with thelr own attendant characteristics, have been added. In many
cases, politically, they do not mirror either a rural or an urban
outlook; or for that matter even a transition between the two,
Kevin Cox, one of the few geographers to look into the relationship
between suburbia and voting behaviour, found in his study of the
London (England) metropolitan area that: 16

" both party preference and participation are related to
suburbanism in particular, and to other socio~economic
dimensions in general,..(and) that while both aspects

of political activity are directly related to suburbanism,

suburban - central city differences also operate indirectly
through other dimensions to effect geographical differences,”

The growing dichotomy between the poiitically right~-wing
suburbs and the left-wing central city has been noted by American
political scientists since the mid 1950's, and more recently than
that in Bfitain° In the United States, according to Edward Banfield's
estimates of populatiqn redistribution in urban areas, the Democratic
urbén dominance disappeared shortly after 1955 and recent suburban
growth has beén so rapid that by 1975 the city vs suburban voter
imbalance will provide the Republicans with a metfopolitan plurality
in excess of two million voters.17 This situation is cne which is
of prime importance in Ontario politics due to the rapidly growing

suburban areas in the Golden Horseshoe region, As mentioned in
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in preliminary releases from the 1971 census; the area enclosed by
the political division of Peel South, has the fastest rate of growth

in Canada,

One can speculate that demographic changes in an elect-
oral area can significantly alter the voting pattern in a community,
The data by which this concept may be tested, however; are very crude
and subject to great errors, Any study linking changes in residential
location to political behaviour and attitudes is faced with two poss=
ibilities, These possibilities might best be classified as the
¥ conversion theory' and the 'selective migration theory®, the basic
difference between the two theories being one of sequence, The con~-
version theory baslcally states that a migrant will tend to conform
and assimilate himself fo the prevailing climate of opinion in his
new place of residence after a move, while the selective migration
theory pre-supposes a change in socio=-economic status which then
precipitates a move to a neﬁ neighbourhcod. Both theories may have
gome merit and indeed some basis of fact, so that there is no need
‘for them to be mutually exclusive, Migrants moving from the city to
suburbia may change their votes as the result of a process of assim=-
ilation, or perhaps the newcomers seek out suburbla as a result of
otﬁer forces which may have changed their political outlook, Upward
social mobility or a new outlook by descendants of immigrants maey

engender new political allegiances as well as encourage migration to
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the suburbs, The cause and effect pattern is difficult to untangle,

Certainly connections exist between socio-economic status,
religion, ethnicity and party affiliations, however it can also be
seen that the same type of connectlon exists belween locality and
party affilistion. The link between the two is found in the extent
to which social prestige is a determinant of residential location,

In the suburbs, as might be expected,; occupations of the residents
are typically those of higher social rank, A sorting process'takes
place in the move to the suburbs, resulting in the congregation of
people with similar occupations,; ethnic backgrounds, incomes and
value systems., As Wood states the case: 18'
" As proximity to a man's place of work bhecomes less
important in the location of his home, given his ability
- and willingness to commute to work, the character of
his neighbours and his neighbourhcod becomes more impe
ortant, The substitute for economic interdependence
and physical isolation that created old communities

is a concious choice of a location in which values and
customs are most likely to be shared, "

However the stimuli of increased home ownership, trad-
itional right wing political climate, high communication probability
as a result of fewer working women, and the homogeneous sétting
condusive to 'neighbouring® led Cox to a favouring of the conversion
theory. Cox further stresses the process of migrant assimilation as
a result of a new bilas in the migrant's information field and contadt

space, He will, as a result of his relocation, be subjected to a
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new set of stimuli and cues, As length of residence at a particular
location increases the residual information and cues from the pre-
vious location are destroyed or sublimated and replaced by a new set
of alleglances and loyalties, With this reduction of cross pressures
Cox feels that: 19
(1) political behaviour will be less affected by short tern
factors and hence exhibits greater stability over a series

of elections,

(2) 1local contextual effects'upon migrant political behaviour
will increase,

Thusy recent residents are less likely to conform with the local

political climate of opinion than are residents of longer standing.,

Partially this may be the result of demographic charact-
eristics different from residents of established areas. The majox
difference is one of age, migrants being considerably younger than
the more established residents, From existing political soclology
literature, it can be found that stable voting behaviovr and strong
party identification come with age., Cox also emphasizes the aspect
of éocial conformity and its effect on the voting process, He points
out that the ﬁeighbourhood minority party supporter is likely to be
weaker in his party identification, and hence more inconsistent in
his political behaviour over time than is the majority party supporter,-
who should have a stronger party identification and more consistent
behaviour, In spatial terms, this would imply-a greater voler part-

icipation by the majority party in any given geographic area, while



uncast ballots in that area may very well belong to one of the minority
parties, Both length of residence and degree of paxticipation would
therefore indicate that older;established areas should exhibit more
polarized voting results than newly settled districts, This, however,
1s dependent upon population stability in any glven area., An older
residential area exhibiting a high degree of population instability
would naturally be expected to show the same characteristics as an

area of young migrants,

This concept of neighbourhood and its spatial expression

has served as the background for much of the theoretical speculation

in electoral geography. David Reynold®s proposal of a 'friends and
neighbours® voting model is based on the spatial interaction of voters,
The criteria from which he works are that: 20

(1) The individual's voting decision is to some extent
dependent upon his access to information... which
in turn is partially dependent upon his relative
location in a communication network within social
EYOuDS, .

(2) Direct personal.contacts of a lasting and intensive
nature are primerily established between individuals
separated by short distances,

From this it is possible to assume that an individual will draw many
of his political attitudes from an acquaintance circle exhibiting
high geographic propinquity, It is in this concept of a limited

information network that the conversion theory finds some credence,

The new migrant is subject to only selected political information,
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and gocial pressure from the rest of the community stresses cone
formity. The assunption that an individual's neighbourhood, as an
area of social contact, will influence his political behaviour and
sttitudes is restated and expanded by Irving Foladare,21
" The neighbourhood does serve as an important channel
of contact whereby individuals with similar statuses
may interact with each other and, in doing so, establish
and reinforce political opinions, The greater the con-
centration of individuals with like statuses in a neigh-
bourhood the greater will be the likelihood that their
interaction will produce a recognition of like interests,
With consensus,; social norms develop and create pressures
for conformity,

Living in a neighbourhoed with high concentrations of
people of the same status will concentrate the effect of
that status as a source of political behaviour. For people
with a particuvlar status, who live among people with stat-

uses providing counter forces, there is an erosion of the
effect of their own status on their political behaviour,”

Nearly all neighbourhood studies carrled out have assumed
that some personal characteristic can be held constant, However, there
would appear to be no good theoretical reason why aggregate voting
behaviour cannot be treated as a partial function of certain variables
descriptive of neighbourhood characteristics, The major difference
between this and previous studies being that it does not try to inter-
pret at an individual level a relation§hip between social class and
voting, In this generalization, a high correlation between socio-economic
characteristics and party vote would be evidence of a neighbourhoéd effect,
If social neighbourhoods can be sociologically and geographically defined

the question is whether these coincide with political neighbourhoods,
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THE _CONSTITUENCIES

This study focusses on the two ridings of Dovercourt and
Peel South since they provide a good example of contrast between
suburban and central city locations. Peel South, composed of the
southern portion of the Town of Mississauga as well as the Town of
Port Credit, furnishes an excellent study area exhibiting great
diversity of social class andlhousing type.This great socio=-economic
diversity is not to be found within the Dovercourt riding of west-
central Toronto for several reasons, The fact that it is a much
smaller and more densely settled geographic area of similar vintage
housing partially contributes to a much greater socio-economic
homogeneity of its population,

)

Both ridings contain new high rise apartments situated in
proximity to older residential areas, In Dovercourt these new apart-
ments are situated along the main arteries through areas of predom-
inantly 1920 vintage housing on the back streets. Thus each polling
district is composed of a blend of the two types of housing, This
contrast of oid and new is generally not as sharp in Mississauga
-since abundant room for expansion has resulted in a more gradual
transition from old to new areas, In addition; many of the new high-
rise developments are being situated in clusters near the ocutskirts

“of modern residential areas. The much larger average size of Misslssauga



apartment buildings,; as well as thelir high degree of clustering,
affects the polling results since many Mississauga polls are entirely
apartment areas; whereas in Dovercourt more polls tend to be a mix-

ture of apartment and residential areas.,

Aside from the apartment dwellers; the tenant population
of Mississauga is very small, virtually all homes being owner occ-
upied. As a result extensive downwa}d filtering of housing has not
taken place to any great degree since older houses have generally
been surrounded by newer houses of similar value, Dovercourt, however;
displays a much higher degree of multiple family occupance of a
single dwélling, through the division of large homes into two or
three flats, as well as occupancy of flats above business establish-~
ments, As a result the tenancy rate in Dovercourt, exclusive of
polling districts which were entirely apariments,; was calculated by
the author to be approximately forty-four percent, This follows
closely to Hoyt's concept of downward filtering of housing where
owner occupancy declines as the first owners sell out or move away
and are succeeded by a lower income class, In a Burgess concentric
zone model, Dovercourt could very well be described as being part
of the working class residential zone in which second generation
immigrants form an important element in the population structure,

This situation is documented by Robert Murdie, whose factorial
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ecology showed increasingly strong Italian concentrations by 1961
when Dovercourt lay on the western boundary of a very strong Italian

ethnic area which was expanding westward,22

The more transient nature of the inner city pdpulation‘
is shown by the fact that of the sample population chosen in Dover-
court, sixteen percent of the names on the voters list in 1971 did
not correspond to the occupants of the dwelling, as listed in the
1970 assessment rolls., The existence of rooming houses and the
presence of roomers in private residenses in Dovercourt, if anything,
causes this figure to be underestimated. Murdie's figures indicate
that even a decade ago Dovercourt was undergoing a high rate of
population turnover and therefore a high negative change in pop=
ulation stability, Thié situation was particularly true in the
southern census {racts of Dovercourt, with a steady increase in
stability to the north;z3 Part of this high turnover ﬁay be attributed
to the ethnic change by the process of invasion and sucession whereby
large numbers of Protestants of British origin moved out and were

by
succeeded by Italian Catholics?

In Mississauga greater residential stability is indicated
since the number of names which did not correspond on the voter and
assessment records was only slightly over two percent for the areas

of private residences, Although this figure seems low, it could



quite possibly be accurate due to the large number of relatively

new, one owner households sampled,

Although most of the area involved in Mississauga is one
of residential single family dwellings built as a continuation of
suburban expansion of nearby Metropolitan Toronto, in the past
decade rapid construction of high rise apartments has added a new
dimension which may prove to be politically significant., This is
the presence of a young migrant population of less rigidly structured
socio~economic status, and presumeably therefore less entrenched
party affiliations and acqualntance groups. The effect of this
demographic transformation on electoral patterns will be discussed

later in the paper,

The most notable difference between the two ridings,
however, is thelr rate of suburbanization, In this case suburban-
ization being defined to include such factors as relative increases
in population density, population potential, wage earners, mortgaged
homess household amenitles, white collar employees, and household
income, as well as decreases in the percentage of elderly persons
and persons of low education, These criteria show Dovercourt to
have a moderate rate of negative suburbanization and Peel South to
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