
A DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF 1 TIM: DOES IT SUPPORT AN 
EGALITARIAN VIEW OF 1 TIM 2:11-127 

By 

Thomas E. Barker, Diploma in BS. MTS. 

A thesis submitted to the Faculty of 

McMaster Divinity College in partial 

fulfillment of the requirements for the 

degree of Master of Alis 

McMaster Divinity College 
Hamilton, Ontario 

2009 



Master of Arts 

TITLE: 

AUTHOR 

SUPERVISOR: 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 

McMASTER DIVINITY COLLEGE 
Hamilton, Ontario 

A Discourse Analysis of 1 Tim: 
Does It Support and Egalitarian View of 1 Tim 
2:11-12? 

Thomas E. Barker 

Stanley E. Porter 

vii + 179 

ii 



McMASTER DIVINITY COLLEGE 

Upon the recommendation of an oral examining committee, this thesis by 

THOMAS E. BARKER 

is hereby accepted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 

MASTER OF ARTS IN CHRISTIAN STUDIES 

Date: March 18,2009 

III 

4~CI.cL 
~ ary Supervisor 

c;-.U.i 4 it ~ t/ 
Secondary Supe :Or 

~demiCDean 



ABSTRACT 

A Discourse Analysis of 1 Tim: Does it support an egalitarian view of 1 Tim 2:11-12? 

Thomas E. Barker 
McMaster Divinity College 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Master or Arts, 2009-03 -29 

Most cunent research into 1 Tim 2: 11-1 2 relates to the study of cultural context and to 

word and phrase studies. This work attempts to use a discourse analysis model to 

evaluate the epistle as a whole using a bottom-up interpretation of the epistle to determine 

the meaning of 1 Tim 2: 11-12 and how it relates to an egalitarian understanding of the 

text. My linguistic model will be based on Halliday ' s systemic-functional linguistic 

model of language. Adapted slightly to evaluate a dead language, this model will use the 

tripartite field-tenor-mode register method. The final sections will address the state of 

current research and how the discourse analysis model used in this thesis enlightens that 

research. 
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Introduction 

The issue of female leaders in the church continues to be one of the most controversial 

and contentious issues facing the church in the twenty-fIrst-century. In many churches, 

women have been relegated to support roles working with children and other women, 

being kept from positions where they are in leadership over men. There are a number of 

passages used to support this decision, but Grenz and Kjesbo are COlTect in their 

assessment: "For the foundational Pauline statement relegating women to subordinate 

roles in the church most complementarians do not turn to 1 Corinthians 11:13-16 or 1 

Corinthians 14:34-36, but to 1 Tim 2:11-15."1 This is the key foundational passage used 

to relegate women to subordinate roles and must be addressed when determining whether 

complementarian2 interpretations should continue to dominate some churches' practice. 

Webb's egalitarian ultimate ethic3 rises or falls on this passage. His redemptive-

movement hermeneutic demonstrates that the role and treatment of women in the early 

Christian community was generally superior to that of women in the surrounding nations, 

but determining the ultimate ethic involves a subjective evaluation on Webb's part. If the 

traditional interpretation of 1 Tim 2 is correct, then this passage must be understood as a 

limiting or a cOlTective element on the freedom being practiced by women in the first-

century church. Webb, himself, notes, 

I Grenz and Kjesbo, Women in lvlinisl/ y , 125. 
2 Compl ementarian refers to those who believe in the essential equality of women and men, but who believe there are 

functional differences based on their interpretat ion of passages like I Tim 2:9- 15. 
3 Webb, Slaves, Women & Homosexlials, 3 1. 



I am prepared to ask this chapter 's reflective question about one aspect 
of my findings , namely, my assessment of 1 Timothy 2:13. While I find a 
cultural-component assessment of 1 Timothy 2: 13 more compelling that 
assessments finding it to be completely transcultural, I will be the first to 
admit that I might be wrong.4 

I believe the intent of these verses has implications for our present culture and should 

significantly impact the twenty-first century church and its influence in this present 

cultural context. 

2 

First, it must be acknowledged by all scholars that the interpretation of these verses 

has been and continues to be divisive in the church. The church is divided over the role of 

women, even among those denominations which theoretically endorse leadership roles 

for women, such as senior pastorS and deacon. In reality, there are few women actively 

filling these roles in comparison with men. There appears to be a deep-seated conviction 

that the Scriptures do not really allow women equal opportunity in the church. Much of 

the controversy and the hesitancy results from the traditional exegesis and application of 

1 Tim 2: 11-12. I hope to develop a new environment of research, where this particularly 

difficult text can be re-visited. It is the goal of this thesis to demonstrate that this text 

actually provides guidelines for a malTied woman who is earnestly seeking to use her 

gifts in leadership and/or teaching ministries. For too long, gifted women (both single and 

malTied) have suffered oppression because of the patriarchal6 or complementarian 

4 Webb, Slaves, Women & HOlllosexuals, 236. 
5 T hi s reflects a rather subj ecti ve interpretation and app li cation of the text since thi s position is not menti oned in 1 Tim 

2 or anywhere in the T for that matter. 
6 I reserve this word for those who maintain the positi on that women are not essentially equal to men . 
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interpretation of this passage of Scripture. I have seen the grief and frustration that many 

women experience when they are not allowed to perform their God-given tasks using 

their God-given abilities. The purpose of this thesis is to raise awareness of an egalitarian 

interpretation of 1 Tim 2: 11-12 so that all God 's gifted children may be empowered and 

permitted to serve in the areas of ministry God intended for them, male or female . 

Although this passage refers to married women, it should not prevent unmarried woman 

from serving since few would argue that 1 Tim 3 :2-9, relating to husbands, excludes 

single men from serving in the church. 7 

Second, the re-visiting of 1 Tim 2:11-12 is essential for evangelistic purposes. Not 

only have women been hurt within the church, but the cause of Christ has been hindered 

in the world. Today, our culture mocks Christianity, sometimes unjustly, but sometimes 

with justification. When it comes to the area of equality in the workplace, patticularly in 

the Christian environment, the church has rightly been accused of unjust hiring practices. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is a gospel oflove, acceptance and equality (Gal 3:28), yet the 

world hears this message and sees the antithesis in its daily practice. In our attempts to 

correctly interpret the Word of God regarding the role of women in the church, we have 

accused the secular world of persecuting the church when the real problem may be our 

poor interpretation of 1 Tim 2: 11-1 2. This impasse separates the Church from society and 

7 There were probably few sing le women in the NT period since women married at a relati ve ly yo ung age. Young 
w idows are addressed in I T im 5 and the judgment that she should marry and not be supported by the church 
probably stems from the issue of women, and in thi s case widows, bei ng less educated and teachers of fal se doctrine 
(See argument below). 
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people remain on the outside looking at the church with disdain. If the traditional view of 

this passage is cOlTect, then so be it (easy for me to say being a male), but if the 

interpretation of the passage in its historic context presented in this thesis is correct, then 

people are remaining outside the kingdom of God because of our erroneous interpretation 

and possibly our complementarian prejudice. I contend that if scholars will handle this 

passage with respect-leaving biases at the proverbial door-they will begin to see that 

this passage does not hinder women from holding leadership and teaching roles. 

Third, churches are suffering because of our traditional interpretation of this and 

other passages referring to women ' s issues. The needs of people and society are being 

left unrnet because of this shortage of help. The church constantly searches for qualified, 

gifted leaders. In most congregations, there are more women than men, but men continue 

to hold all , or at least the vast majority, of the dominant leadership positions. We must 

determine whether the most qualified people are holding these leadership positions and 

whether more ministries could be provided in the community if more people were 

utilized in leadership roles. I suspect that in most churches there are many people (men) 

filling leadership roles simply because no one else is "qualified" and that there are many 

ministries a church would like to provide if the leadership personnel were available. The 

reality is that the church has been hindered in the past and is being hindered in the present 

because leadership is being mobilized from less than half the available adults in the 

church. 
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Fomih, the division that this controversial topic has created within the church 

continues to shift the focus away from the essentials of the faith. It is my hope that this 

thesis will draw the two sides of the debate together in dialogue. I believe it can provide a 

bridge between the complementarian and egalitarian members of the church, allowing 

them to revisit the passage with a new lens to look through. The complementarian will be 

confronted with the possibility that this particularly contentious text actually suppolis the 

involvement of women in ministry and the egalitarian will have a stronger, objective 

argument for their egalitarian position. 

Context continues to be one of the major divisive issues separtating the 

complementarian and egalitarian proponents and, if the impasse is to be bridged, both 

sides must accept that "His advice concerning women was not triggered by questions 

arising in our day, but by the conduct in worship assemblies of the first-century church. 

For this reason, before we can draw conclusions from this passage for the role of women 

in the church today, we must try to understand Paul ' s message for his readers."s This is 

fundamental to the text of the NT as a whole. Having accepted this basic presupposition, 

I will use a discourse analysis model to determine whether this passage supports my 

thesis that women may lead in the church as long as they are in a correct relationship with 

their husbands in the home. 

8 Grenz and Kj esbo, Women in Ministry. 125-6 . 
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I will begin by describing, in detail , the discourse analysis model that will be used 

to evaluate the epistle of 1 Tim. This will be followed by the actual application of this 

discourse analysis model , focusing on the issues that relate to the specific topic of this 

thesis. Following this detailed section, I will discuss the current state of research related 

to 1 Tim 2: 11-12 and the supp0l1 material in vv. 13 -15 . I will then seek to synthesize all 

that has been discovered in these previous sections to come to some tentative, if not firm, 

conclusions concerning the most probable meaning of the text. Finally, I will draw some 

conclusions and implications for our present culture related to the findings of this thesis. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

A Discourse Analysis Model 

1. Introduction 

Discourse analysis is a recent addition to the field of NT study. Scholars have only 

recently begun developing various models and methods of discourse analysis. These 

methods offer a potential way forward in NT research, as they make available new tools 

for advancing our understanding of how the Greek language functions from the 

microstructures such as morphemes, to the word level and through the stages of phrase, 

clause and clause complex up to and including the macro structures of paragraphs, units, 

sections and discourse at the most comprehensive level. This interdisciplinary approach 

opens exciting new avenues of research which may provide answers to some of the 

questions that have plagued NT study. When combined with other interpretive methods it 

offers a more holistic approach to studying the NT.9 Discourse Analysis seeks to create a 

model that considers not only the semantics, syntax, and pragmatics of the text, but also 

what it means within the specific co-text or context of the text. I 0 

The model used within this work is an adaptation of the systemic-functional 

linguistic model developed by Halliday. I I This paper will focus on applying the systemic-

9 See Adams, A Fresh Look. He combines the use of di scourse analysis with epistolary theory to gain in sight into I 
Thessalonians. 

10 Westfall , A Discourse Analysis, 22 . 
II See Halliday, An Introduction to Functional Grall1l11ar. The adaptation is from a li ving language like Engli sh to the 

Greek of the NT which is a dead language. 
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functional model to the epistle of 1 Tim as a whole with the belief that it may lead to a 

more complete and defensible understanding of 1 Tim 2:11-12. It is my contention that 

identifying the cohesive, thematic and prominence structures of the epistle will help 

determine the meaning of the thesis text in relation to the surrounding co-text. The goal 

of this thesis is to move the discussion of 1 Tim 2:11-12 beyond the debate over the 

meaning of individual words and phrases to the greater ' context of situation ' and ' context 

of culture' in this letter. 12 

2. Language Structure and the Systemic-Functional Model 

"For this purpose language is best regarded as a form of activity. Specifically, it is a form 

of activity of human beings in societies; and it has the propeliy of being patterned." 1 
3 

Discourse analysis, as a linguistic process, is concerned with language as it is used by 

people in societies and therefore concerns itself with the patterns that govern how words 

and texts are connected within a given social environment at a level larger than the 

sentence. 14 In essence, "discourse analysis emphasizes language as it is used." ls Almost 

all study of text prior to this new movement focused on text at the morpheme, word, 

phrase, clause and clause complex level. 16 (This will become evident as we look at the 

current state of research in 1 Tim 2:11-1 2 below.) Reed ' s work is an example of an early 

12 See below for an explanation of these two terms. 
13 Halliday and Mcintosh, The Linguistic Sciences, 4 . 
14 See Reed, Discourse Analysis, 27; Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 22-3 ; Adams; A Fresh Look, 39. 
15 Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 23. 
16 See Lyons, Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics, 170; Adams, A Fresh Look, 39-40; Halliday and Mc Intosh, 

Ling1listic Sciences, 27 . 
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attempt to break away from this entrenched methodology. Reed ' s methodology was also 

an adaptation of the systemic-functional linguistic methodology of Halliday. 17 Halliday 

describes his systemic-functional linguistic approach as a two part methodology. 

Language is functional. " It is functional in the sense that it is designed to account for how 

the language is used .. .. A functional grammar is essentially a ' natural ' grammar, in the 

sense that everything in it can be explained, ultimately, by reference to how language is 

used. ,, 18 In essence, language is a means to an end and not an end in itself. It is functional 

in that it serves the purpose of the author/speaker in communicating to a listener/reader. 19 

The hierarchy extends upward from morphemes, to words, phrases, clauses, clause 

complexes (sentences), paragraphs, units, sections and discourses,2o all of which function 

toward the purpose of communication and are not ends in themselves . Words have 

meaning in interaction within the context of situation and context of culture in which they 

are written or spoken. These together shape meaning. Halliday identified three functional 

elements of meaning which he calls metafunctions: ideational, interpersonal and textual 

. 21 meamngs. 

17 Reed, Discourse Analysis, 24. 
18 Halliday, Funclional Grallllllar, xiii. 
19 Reed, Discourse Analysis, 26. 
20 See Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 28-30. ; Adams, A Fresh Look, 4 1-50; Reed, Discourse Analysis. 27-29 . Adams 

and Reed do not speak of secti ons and units, but focus on paragraphs rather than Westfa ll' s emphas is on the former. 
Thi s study wi ll fo llow Westfa ll' s pattern without ignoring the paragraph as it o ften introduces new units or subunits. 

21 Halliday, Funclional Grallllllar, xiii . These meta fun ctions will be developed below under the section on fi eld. tenor 
and mode. 
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. The systemic linguistic theory recognizes that authors/speakers have choices in 

communication and that these choices are controlled by past choices and control future 

choices in communication. As Halliday describes it, "The theory behind the present 

account is known as ' systemic ' theory. Systemic theory is a theory of meaning as choice, 

by which language, or any other semiotic system, is interpreted as networks of 

interlocking options: ' either this, or that, or the other', ' either more like the one or more 

like the other', and so on. ,,22 This system of choices is particularly important in 

understanding the Greek verbal system. Stanley Porter has been instrumental in 

highlighting the aspectual nature of the Greek verbal system. And he rightly notes: "The 

Greek language is not to be considered a series of discrete, disjoint forms but is to be 

viewed as a coordinated network of verbal semantic choices arranged in coherent 

systems. ,,23 

The systemic-functional linguistic theory offers a method of discussing discourse 

as a set of meaningful choices used with the function of communitcating to a specific 

audience in a specific situational context in a specific culture. Thus, the analysis of this 

thesis will be on the basis of the systemic-functional use of grammar (Halliday ' s term). 

Halliday cOITectly warns the scholar who is seeking to understand a given text that 

A discourse analysis that is not based on grammar is not an analysis 
at all , but simply a running commentary on a text: either an appeal 
has to be made to some set of non-linguistic conventions, or to some 
linguistic features that are trivial enough to be accessible without a 

22 Halliday, Functional Gral1ll1lar, xiv. 
23 Porter. Verbal Aspect, 97. 



grammar, like the number of words per sentence (and even the 
objectivity of these is often illusory); or else the exercise remains a 
private one in which one explanation is as good or as bad as 
another. 24 

11 

This thesis will incorporate a bottom-up approach in the study of 1 Tim in order to arrive 

at its interpretation of I Tim 2: 11-12 within its co-text.25 The bottom-up approach will 

evaluate the meaningful choices made at the microstructure leve1.26 However, before 

proceeding with the methodological approach, it is necessary to look at other aspects of 

communication. 

3. Context 

It is impossible to understand language (especially a dead language such as Koine Greek) 

by the structure of the language on its own. The scholar must know something of the 

context in which the discourse was written if s/he is to understand what the speaker/writer 

intended the listener/reader to understand. Virtually all scholars and commentators 

recognize the impOliance of context, but there are varied opinions as to what context 

means.27 Adams succinctly notes that it is essential that the scholar provides 

"differentiation between co-text and context. ,,28 In essence, co-text relates to internal 

influences and context to external factors that influence why and what the speaker/writer 

24 Halliday, Functional Grammar. xv i-xv ii. 
25 Reed. Discourse Analysis. 48. 
26 Reed. Discourse Analysis. 48-9 
27 Adams. A Fresh Look. 50. 
28 Adams, A Fresh Look. 51 . He cites Reed and his analysis in which the "context ' refers to the extra-lingui stic fact ors 

that influence di scourse production and processing,' and co-text ' refers to lingui sti c unit s that are a part of a 
di scourse and, more specifi cally, lingui sti c units that surround a particular point in the di scourse ... · Adams. 5 1 
quoting Reed, Discourse Analysis. 42. 
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says, but it also influences how the listenerlreader will understand the message being 

communicated. Context, according to Halliday (citing Malinowski ' s work), differentiates 

between ' context of culture' and ' context of situation. ,29 Halliday suggests that "The 

context of situation, however, is only the intermediate environment. There is also a 

broader background against which the text has to be interpreted: its CONTEXT OF 

CUL TURB. ,,30 This distinction must be developed before proceeding. 

A. Context of Culture 

The context of culture refers to the broader aspects of society as a whole, which 

influences, the way people understand each other. Communication never takes place in a 

vacuum, but the cultural norms of any given society control how a text will be 

understood, as well as how a speaker/writer will present their message. These cultural 

influences are not always obvious to those who approach the text of the NT from the 

outside, but the fields of sociology and anthropology have helped open our understanding 

of the first-century Hellenistic world of the NT. 31 

Adams notes that there are four sub-categories under the umbrella of context of 

culture: "setting, behavioural environment, language as context, and extra-situational 

context.,,32 Setting relates to social and historical setting within which the NT documents 

29 Halliday, Functional Grall/mar, xxx i; Halliday and Hasan, Language, Context, and Text, 44-47 ; Adams, A Fresh 
Look, 51; Reed, Discourse Analysis, 51-7 . 

30 Halliday and Hasan, Language, Context, and Text, 46. 
3 1 For a more detailed understanding of the models and methods used in developing our understand ing or the context of 

culture see the works of Mal ina and Elliott li sted in the bibliography. 
32 Adams develops these sub-categories from the works of Goodwin and Durante and adopted by Porter and O·Donnell. 

A Fresh Look, 51. 
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were written. The works of sociologists and cultural anthropologists have attempted to 

address many of these issues. They attempt to elucidate background information 

concerning the general characteristics of society and how people communicate, as well as 

define the social issues that influence choices made in the presentation of the message. 

The problem facing the discourse analyst is determining which information is relevant. 

This is a crucial element in the analysis of 1 Tim and the injunction against women in 1 

Tim2:11-12. 

Although the setting is difficult to determine and is largely external to the text, 

there are often deictic markers within a given text that narrow the search for relevant 

material. These deictic markers may be personal, temporal, or discourse markers. 33 

The study of behavioural issues concerns itself with the nature of the 

communicator. Obviously, the writer/speaker desires to be understood. A communicator 

uses language in a method in which the listener/reader can be expected to understand 

what is being said. This has to do with the concept of coherence. Communicators do not 

randomly assembly a number of words, but, rather, construct a speech or text in an 

organized manner suitable to their cultural context. 

The previous discussion on behavioural issues leads to the next topic of language 

as context. Dialect and geographical location as well as genre and register affect the 

method used by a writer/speaker. Reed notes that "dialects are unique to various users of 

33 See Adams. A Fresh Look, 52-54. 
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code.,,34 Code, here, refers to the language used by the larger cultural group. Dialect 

influences the way messages are framed and worded and may include differences in 

spelling, as well as pronunciation, vocabulary and gestures.35 (Genre and register will be 

discussed below under ' context of situation. ' ) 

Finally, Adams notes that the 'extra-situational context' refers to "frames of 

discourse. ,,36 These cultural scripts are the most elusive to the modern exegete and 

Adams rightly notes that "it is dangerous for the exegete to assume that s/he has access to 

ancient scripts and frames.,,37 The removal of the current researcher from the first-century 

culture makes it impossible to fully understand the cultural context of these texts, but this 

does not mean that some access to the culture is impossible. 

B. Context of Situation 

According to Halliday, "The context of situation, ... , is the immediate environment in 

which a text is actually functioning. We use this concept to explain why ce11ain things 

have been said or written on this pat1icular occasion, and what else might have been said 

or written that was not. ,,38 What Halliday has observed is that in any given cultural 

situation there are norms or conventions controlling what can take place and, indeed, 

what must take place in that particular situation. The particular ' context of situation' is 

34 Reed, Discourse Analysis, 5 1. 
35 Reed, Discourse Analysis, 5 1. 
36 Adams. A Fresh Look, 56. 
37 Adams, A Fresh Look, 57. 
38 Halliday and Hasan, Language, Context and Text, 46. 



determined by ' register. ' Register (here differentiated from genre) refers to the 

experience which gives context to meaning. Halliday notes: 

The situation in which linguistic interaction takes place gives the 
participants a great deal of information about the meanings that are 
being exchanged, and the meanings that are likely to be exchanged. 
And the kind of description or interpretation of the context of situation 
that is going to be most adequate for the linguist is one that 
characterises it in those terms; that is, in terms that enable him or her 
to make predictions about meanings, of a kind that will help to explain 
how people interact. 39 

15 

Reed notes that register is the set of rules or structures that govern the use of language.4o 

Adams notes that context of situation is affected by "subject-matter, participants, events, 

and relationships, etc. ,,41 Register is developed out of the context of situation. Register, 

and hence context of situation, plays a major role in the systemic-functional linguistic 

discourse model and it will be expanded in the description of the working model for this 

discourse analysis. First, however, there must be a distinction made between genre and 

register, as these terms are often used synonymously.42 "Register refers to the specialized 

language that is used in a certain situation. ,,43 Variations in a specific context of situation 

will alter the register used.44 

39 Ha lliday, Language, Context, and Culture, 10. 
40 Reed, Discourse Analysis, 54. 
4 1 Adams, A Fresh Look, 57. 
42 See di scuss ion in Porter, " Dialect and Register ", 202; Adams, A Fresh Look, 58; Westfall. Discourse Analysis, 29. 

Contra Reed, Discourse Analysis, 53. 
43 Westfa ll. Discourse Analysis, 84. 
44 See Ha lliday, Language as Social SeJlliotic, 3 1-32 . 
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Genre is a more general classification relating to a sort of umbrella term under 

which there may be many registers, as is the case with letters . A business letter and a 

letter to a friend both fall under the genre of a letter, but both are extremely different in 

register. The vocabulary used in a business letter would be much more formal than that in 

a friendly letter. Adams is correct in stating, "the writing style, the register, is what tailors 

the discourse to the situation. ,,45 This explains why someone like the writer of Ps.Dem. 

could list twenty-one different types (registers) of letters under the umbrella genre of 

epistie.46 However, there are specific situational registers which function within the 

discourse which are not strictly related to these larger registers, but must be identified if 

we are to understand the text.47 

Understanding register is essential and will help the exegete understand the 

different nuances of specific types of letters. For example, in an advisory letter, one 

would expect to find a large number of directives. In 1 Tim, the author employs a 

mixture of the advisory and familial registers.48 

Register provides the key to unlocking the model that has been used by systemic-

functional discourse analysts. Halliday develops a tripartite framework for understanding 

45 Adams, A Fresh Look, 59. 
46 Taken from Malherbe, Ancient Episto/Gl Y Theorists, 3 I. How many of these specific registers were evident at the 

time of the writing of the NT is debatable, but it is believed that there were many different sty les of letters. each with 
its own register. The di stinction that is rel evant here is that the genre is the umbrell a term epi stle and there are many 
registers within thi s genre, not many different genres. 

47 See Westfa ll , Discourse Analysis, 84. She notes the scenario of an athleti c competition used in Hebrews as an 
exampl e of register. 

48 See below under the Di scourse Analysis of I Tim (Introduction). 
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the operation of specific registers. This framework provides the tools for understanding 

what must and could appear within a specific register as well as what cannot appear. He 

then intertwines the three metafunctions of systemic-functional linguistics (ideational, 

interpersonal and textual) into this model. "The three features of the context of 

situation,,49 are (1) Field, (2) Tenor and (3) Mode. Field explains the meaning in the 

context of situation and involves the Ideational Metafunction. 5o Tenor explains who is 

involved in the context of situation and therefore involves the Interpersonal 

Metafunction. Mode relates to the Textual Metafunction which looks at the textual 

features. (See Figure 1 for outline of these three features.) 

SITUATION: TEXT: 
Feature of the context (realized by) functional component of 

semantic system 
Field of discourse Experiential meanings 
(what is going on) (transitivity, naming, etc) 
Tenor of discourse Interpersonal meanings 
(who are taking part) (mood, modality, person, 

etc.) 
Mode of discourse ~Textual meanings 
(role assigned to language) (theme, information, 

cohesive relations) 
FIgure 1 RelatIOn of the text to context of SItuatIOn. ) I 

49 Halliday and Hasan, Language, Context, and Texl, 12. 
50 Thi s Illetafunction is also called Experi ential by Halliday. Halliday and Hasan. Language, COlltext, alld Text, 25 . 
51 Halliday and Hasan. Language, Context, and Text, 26. 
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4 Metafunction and Register: A Discourse Analysis Model52 

A. Field 

In Figure 1 above, it may be observed that field answers the question, "What is going 

on?" Westfall suggests that field has to do with "considerations of topic and central 

sentences" [emphasis hers].53 Topic will involve looking at the level of paragraphs, 

subunits, units, sections, or the entire discourse to determine what the text means. 54 

Adams summarizes the elements related to the ideational metafunction: verbal aspect, 

causality, polarity and Semantic Domains.,,55 

The concept of verbal aspect must be explained at this point. The Greek verbal 

system rather than being temporally based is aspectual in nature according to POlter. He 

explains the function of the verbal tense-forms: 

Aspect, therefore, grammaticalizes how a specific process (P) is viewed by 
the speaker. Attitude grammaticalises the speaker's perspective (S) on the 
point of reference (R). And time is a non-grammaticalized category of 
temporal reference established on the basis of deixis .... the non-temporal 
basis of Greek verbal aspect suggests introduction into the metalanguage 
of two additional categories: omnitemporal and timeless reference. 56 

52 This model has been adapted from Halliday and others such as Porter, Reed and Westfall ; see above references. 
53 Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 79. Westfall changes the order in her book, placing discussion of mode before the 

discuss ion of field. 
54 Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 82-83. 
55 Adams, A Fresh Look, 6 1. Westfall includes verbal aspect as part of tenor under the concept of prominence in 

di scourse which deal s with interpersonal roles of language. Since the Greek verb-tenses are non-temporal and 
aspectual based (see Porter, Verbal Aspect, 198, 239; Porter, Idioms, 22-26), verbal aspect and the verbal tense-form 
system would seem to play an active part under all three components. The verbal system certainly affect s ideational 
meaning and with the subj ect built into the verbal system it app lies to the interpersonal meta function as well. This 
paper will thus engage the verbal tense-forms under field , tenor, and mode with the last focusing on markedness and 
prominence features that rel ate to the po ints of departure and destination of units or sections. 

56 Porter. Verbal Aspect, 99. 
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Porter identifies an important aspect of the Greek verbal system. It is used by the author 

to express his/her perspective. The verbal tense-forms grammaticalize this perspective. 

The aorist tense-form (perfective aspect) is the default tense-form used to provide 

background material or when the author sees no reason to highlight the material. It is the 

default form in narrative and is often used in expository writing for suppOli material. The 

present and imperfect tense-forms (imperfective aspect) are used to present foreground 

material with which an author typically presents an assertion, direction or proj ection. The 

most heavily marked forms are the perfect and pluperfect tense-forms (stative aspect). 

They are used to present marked frontground material and depict "the action as reflecting 

a given (often complex) state of affairs" [emphasis his].57 Authors frequently employ the 

stative aspect at the point of depmiure and destination in text, along with other marked 

components, to create prominence. The contrast between the aspectual features of the 

aorist and perfect-pluperfect tense-forms can be illustrated in Romans 11:3 which 

rearranges the LXX version of 1 Kings 19: 10, 14. 

BGT Romans 11:3 KUP lE, 'Wl)(; TIpOcp~tas OOU &TIEK"CEW(W I "Ca. 8uo w.o"C~p liX oou KC<."CEOK(U!JO:V I 

K&YW tmEAELcp8TjIJ IlOVOs KC<.l ( l1'WUOW "c~v ljJux~v Ilou. 
LXT 1 Kings 19:10 KC<.l ELTIEV Hhou ( l1AWV E(~AWKc<' H~ KUPL£¥ TIC<.v'WKp(hoPl on 
EYKC<."CEA lTIOV OE OL ULOl IOPC<.l1A "Ca. 8UOlC<.o"C~pla oou KC<."CEOKC<.ljJC<.V KC<.l "Cous TIpoCP~"CC<.s OOU 
&TIEK"CElVC<.V EV POllcpC<. LQ: KC<.l lmOAEA.ElIlIlC<.l EYW IlOVWta'Ws KC<.l ( l1'WUO l "c~v ljJux~v lloU 
Ac<'~El.V c<'u"c~v 
LXT 1 Kings 19:14 KC<.l ELTIEV Hhou ( l1 AWV E(~AWKc<' H~ KUPL£¥ TIc<'v'WKpa'Wpl on 
EYKC<."CEAlTIOV "c~v olC<.8~K11V oou OL ULOl IOPC<.l1A "Ca. 8UOlC<.0"C~pla oou KC<.8El.Ac<'V KC<.l "Cous 
TIpocp~tas OOU &TIEK"CEWC<.V EV POllcpC<.LQ: KC<.l lmOAEAElIlIlC<.l EYW IlOVWta'Ws KC<.l ( l1'WUO l "c~v 
ljJux~v lloU Ac<'~El.V c<'u"c~v 

57 Porter, Idioms, 39. 
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In 1 Kings, the speaker, Elijah, is speaking from his perspective. He is deeply distraught 

and, as a result, he uses the heavily weighted stative (perfect tense-form) aspect to 

describe his loneliness and despondency with regards to the present condition of his 

people. In Romans, two things are important to note in Paul ' s shift to the aorist tense-

form. First, this material is background support for the contention that God still has a 

remnant among the Israelites and, second, Elijah's state of feeling alone is not the 

concern of this passage, and thus, there is the shift in tense-form from the perfect to the 

aorist. 58 

Chain interaction is a major component in determining the meaning of a text and it 

will overlap with the mode analysis since chains also function to create cohesion within a 

text. However, the lexemes which make up a chain influence how a text is to be 

understood and are therefore relevant to the ideational metafunction. Particularly in the 

repetition of Semantic Domains and chains, the meaning of specific lexical items, which 

may fall under several domains, will often be influenced by its meaning within the 

dominant domain in the text. For example, in 1 Tim the Semantic Domains 53 "Religious 

Practices" and 88 "Moral and Ethical Behaviour"s9 are dominant and interconnected in 

58 It is also important to note the shift in the order in Romans compared to I Kings. Word order can highli ght what the 
author considers important. The shift in word order in the third clause seems to indicate that Paul wanted to 
demonstrate the fai lure of Israel in killing the prophets and the Israelites in killing Jesus. 

59 See Louw and Nida, Greek-Engli sh Lexicon a/the NT Based all Semantic Domains, in Bible Works. 
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such a way that many of Louw and Nida's classifications of Domain 53 could clearly be 

reflecting Domain 88.60 In 1 Tim 1 :9, it says, 

lwr ElOW<; 1OU1O, on OLKtxLC¥ V0l-w<; ou KEl:ttxL, &VO[lOL<; OE Ktxt. &vtL..1TQ.'[(iKl.OU;;JOE~EOL Ktxt. 
O:[ltxPTWAOL<;, &VOOLOL ' " :q>tn("Ka.t.-[lliipo1.~txL<;, &vOpO¢OVOL~ 
Figure 2 Se antic Domains 88, 3 Interaction in I Tim 1:9 (Solid line links domain 88 and dashed line 

domain 53 .) 

The word oLKtxLO<; can belong to Domains, 88, 34, 66. With the addition of OE and the 

focus on moral and religious practices, the gloss for OLKtxLC¥ should be ' righteous ' 

(Domain 88) rather than to be 'put right with ' or 'proper' (the law is righteous). 

However, the use of domains and chains also provides cohesion within texts and thus also 

applies to the textual function of register under mode and will need to be discussed in that 

section as well. 

Functionally, causality is an ideational function and is expressed in the verbal 

system through ' voice.' Voice is also involved in the markedness function of the textual 

metafunction, which is discussed in the mode section, but influences the meaning of text 

by identifying the causality in the text. " Voice is aform-based semantic category used to 

describe the role that the grammatical subject of the clause plays in relation to an 

action" [ emphasis his]. 61 In the active voice, the least marked, the subject is doing the 

action. This is the default voice as it is the most frequent. 62 The passive voice expresses 

indirect causality, with a named or unnamed agent performing the action on the subject, 

60 See below in di scuss ion of these domains. 
6 1 Porter, Idioms, 62. 
62 See Adams, A Fresh Look, 63 ; Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 58-59; Porter, Idiollls, 64-73 . 
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and is more marked than the active. The true middle voice is the most marked63 and 

introduces the idea of ergativity. 64 In the middle voice, causality is one of acting upon 

itself or inherent within itself. Voice clarifies meaning by showing the relationship 

between agency and the actors and roles, which situates it in the ideational metafunction. 

Adams includes polarity in the ideational meaning.65 The author uses polarity to 

express his/her ideational meaning in an asseliion, direction or projection.66 The author 

presents a negative or positive view of what is being stated or asked. Adams provides a 

classic example of a string of negatives followed by a string of positive which create 

cohesion within a text.67 

1 Cor 13:4-7 'H ay(Xn11I-.L(X,Kp08WEI., XP11oTEun£xl ~ ayaTT11, au (l1AOI., [~ ayaTT11] au 
TTEpTTEpEUn(Xl, au <puo lOlrm l, 
5 aUK aOX11flovEI., au (l1TEI. TCt E£Xu-rfjC;, au TT£XpO~UVnc.:L, au AOYL(n£Xl TO K£XKOV, 
6 au X£XLPEl En!. rfl a6lKlQ:, OUYX£XLPEl 6E Tn aA118ELQ:' 
7 I I I I I '''I I r ' ~ I 68 TTCW't£X O'tEyEl, TT£XV't£X TTlO'tEUEl, TT£XVHX Ell. TTl" El, TT£XV't£X UTTOflEVEl. 

Although there is not always a complete separation between these individual 

functions concerning ideational, interpersonal and textual metafunctions, those elucidated 

here will be discussed under Field, as appropriate, recognizing that some overlap with the 

63 The so-called deponent fo rms do not have an acti ve form and therefore are not marked even though there may be 
some middle function related to these verbs. Porter, with some merit, argues the question of deponency and states. 
"one might be justified in seeing some middle sense with virtually all verbs with middle-vo ice form, regardless of 
whether they can be analyzed as deponent" Porter, Idioms, 72. Because there may be no acti ve form for a parti cul ar 
verb, it is necessary to be cautious of determining whether thi s form is marked or not. 

64 Adams, A Fresh Look, 63, 
65 Adams, A Fresh Look, 65, 
66 For a di scussion of assertion and proj ection in relation to the Greek verbal system see Porter, Verbal Aspect. 96. 
67 Adams, A Fresh Look, 65, 
68 Adams, A Fresh Look, 65. He demonstrates the cohesion created by a string of negati ves in I Cor 13:4-7, (Love is 

patient: love is kind ; love is not envious or boastful ur arrogant 5 ur rude, It dues nul insisl un ilS uwn way: it is nul 
irritable or resentful ; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdo ing. but rej oices in the truth. 7 It bears all things. believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things,) 
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other two metafunctions may cause some repetition at points. Particularly in relation to 

prominence, there may be repeated references to items in the Field, Tenor and Mode 

analysis of the text. However, some of these components may not be relevant within each 

unit or subunit, or in 2:11-12, and will therefore not be analysed in these units or 

subunits. 

B. Tenor 

Tenor relates to the interpersonal metafunction and is concerned with the interaction 

between participants within the text. Patiicipants are introduced through proper names, 

pronouns and the use of the first , second and third person verbal endings. The 

interpersonal metafunction answers the question "who is taking pati?,,69 It addresses 

these interactions relating to the hierarchal and role relationships between the 

participants. 

References to patiicipants functions at all three metafunction levels. When it 

describes relationship and roles it functions at the interpersonal level. When there is a 

change of participants within a text, it often signals shifts between paragraphs, units, 

subunits or even sections, which is a textual issue. The classic example of this can be 

found in the "we" passages beginning in Acts 16: 1 0. 70 A participant shift introduces a 

69 See above. 
70 The author to thi s point had not included himse lf directly in the text, but the shift to 'we' indicates a shift in thi s 

pattern and the author now appears to include himself in the narrat ive. This marked form may be a literary device 
used by the author to draw atten ti on to the events followin g in the narrative or he may have actuall y become a 
compani on of Paul. 
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major shift in 1 Tim 4. In v. 6, the shift to the second person singular from the third 

person singular referents is one of the indicators of this shift. It signals the shift to the 

largely parenetic section which continues to the close of the epistle. This shift and 

following pattern create cohesion within a particular paragraph, unit and section. 

However, understanding the participants in a text also contributes to the meaning of the 

text and will be discussed under the ideational metafunction. 71 

There are marked forms within the person and number system, which the author 

uses along with other textual elements to create prominence. The combination of a 

number of marked features, along with marked features within the interpersonal 

metafunction, often creates prominence within a text. Figure 3 illustrates markedness 

within the person and number system. 

MARKEDNESS AND PERSON AND NUMBER 
3 rd person sg. unmarked general, remote 
3 ra person pI. general, remote 

2na person sg. present, other 

2nd person pI. r present, others 
1 s l person sg. self 
1 sl person pI. marred self and other(s) present 

Figure 3 Markedness of Person and Number 72 

In each case, the plural (verb or pronoun) is more marked than the singular. With the first 

person singular, the author/speaker is focusing on her/his personal interest and it is 

71 See di scussion on wives and husbands under the ideati onal meta function on I Tim 2:8- 15. 
72 Westfa ll. Discourse Analysis. 62. 



25 

therefore highly marked for the author/speaker, but the first person plural is more marked 

as it involves both the author/speaker and reader/listener in the relational interaction. The 

second singular is slightly less marked than the first person for the author, but is highly 

marked for the recipient as it functions to provide directives in the hierarchal relationship, 

or in projections. The third person is the least marked, as it is the most removed from the 

author and recipient, although it often indicates the nature of the relationship between the 

author and/or recipient and the third person participant(s). The third person is frequently 

used to provide support material for an argument in the epistles (an ideational role) , or in 

reference to God, as in 1 Tim 1: 12-17 where the author interacts with these references to 

substantiate his call and ministry (an interpersonal role). Understanding these 

interpersonal relationships created by the participants enables the discourse analyst to 

understand the relational roles within the text. 

Attitude is a major element in the interpersonal metafunction. In 1 Tim 4:6, as 

noted above, the second person singular indicates a shift to a new section, but it also 

introduces a shift in attitude to the imperative mood (directive attitude). This shift to the 

more marked second person as well as the more marked imperative mood is typical of 

parenetic text. Porter develops the attitude interpersonal function of the mood system in 

his book, Verbal Aspect. Attitude is expressed directly by the mood form of the verb: 
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assertive (indicative), directive (imperative), projection (subjunctive and optative) or 

expectation (future). 73 

The indicative mood-form (assertive attitude) is the least marked and is the default 

mood in discourse. The optative mood-form is the most heavily marked and is rare in the 

NT. The imperative is more marked than the indicative, but less marked than the 

subjunctive.74 The combination of marked mood-forms, person and number can be a 

strong indicator of prominence within a text and can create cohesion (both elements of 

the textual metafunction), which is discussed under the mode section. This is clearly 

demonstrated by the use of the imperative and subjunctive mood-form verbs in 1 Tim 

4:6-5:2. 

~ T1Xlrr£x lmon8EflEVOe; LOLe; eXoEA<pOLe; K1XAOe; EOll OLcX.KOVOe; XPLOLOU 'ITjoou, EvrpE<poflEVOe; 
101e; AOYOLe; 1~e; TIL01EWe; K1XL 1~e; K1XA~e; OL01XOK1XAL1Xe; D TI1XPTjKOAOu8TjK1Xe;' 7 10Ve; OE 
~E~~AOUe; K1XL YP1XWOELe; flu80ue; TI1Xp1XL 10U. rUflV1X(E OE omu1ov TIpOe; EUOE~EL1XV' 8 ~ ya.p 
OWfl1XnK~ YUflV1XOL1X TIpOe; OAL yov E01 LV W<pEALflOe; , ~ OE EUOE~EL1X TIpOe; TIeXV11X W<pEAL\lOe; 
E01LV ETI1XYYEAL1XV EXOU01X (w~e; 1~e; vuv K1XL 1~e; flEAAOUOTje;. 9 TIL010e; 0 Aoyoe; K1XL TIeXOTje; 
eXTIOOOx~e; a.~LOe;· 10 Elc; 10ULO ya.p KOTILWflEV K1XL eXYWV L( OflE81X, on ~ATILK1XflEV ETIL 8E0 
( wvn, oe; Eonv OW1~P TIeXv1wv eXv8pwTIWV fleXAL011X TIL01WV. 11 ~ I11XpeXYYEHE 1(XU11X K1XL 
OCl)1XOKE. 12 M TjOEk oou 1~e; vE61TjLOe; K1X11X<PPOVEl1W, eXHa. 1UTIOe; YlVOU 1WV TIL01WV EV 
A6yv.;, EV eXv1X01PO<PlJ, EV eXYeXTIll , EV TIL01EL, EV aYVELQ:. 13 Ewe; EPXOfl1XL TIPOOEXE 1lJ 
eXv1XYVWOEL, 1lJ TI1XP1XKA~OEL, 1lJ o L01XOK1XAlQ: . 14 fl~ eXflEAEL LOU EV OOL X1XpLOfl1XLOe; , 0 E068Tj 
OOL OLa. TIP0<pTj1EL1Xe; flHa. ETIL8EOEWe; 1WV XElPWV LOU TIPEO~U1EpLOU. 15 1(XU11X flEAE11X, EV 
LOULOLe; '(OSL, '(V1X OOU ~ TIpOKOTI~ <p1XVEPa. D TIiiow. 16 ETIEXE omu10 K1XL 1lJ o L01XOK1XAlQ:, 
ETIlflEVE 1XuLOle;' LOU10 ya.p TIO LWV K1XL omU10V OWOELe; K1XL LOVe; eXKouov1ae; oou. BGT 1 Tim 
5: 1 ~ I1PEO~U1Epv.; fl~ ~TIL TIA~~lle;1 eXHa. TI1Xp1XKaAEL we; TI1X1EP1X, VEW1EpOUe; we; eXOEA.<poue; , 2 

TIPEO~U1Ep1Xe; we; flTj1Ep1Xe; , VEW1Ep1Xe; we; eXOEA<pa.e; EV TIaOll ayvElQ:. 
Figure 4 Imperative and Subjunctives (Imperatives in bold and one subjunctive boxed. )75 

73 POI1er. Verbal Aspect, 163- 18 1. See also Adams, A Fresh Look, 67. 
74 See chart in Westfall. Discourse Analysis, 58. 
7S There is also one add itional second imperati ve in v. 3 before a shi ft to the third person largely indicati ve string. 
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The string of second singular imperatives and one subjunctive create strong cohesion 

within the subunit of the discourse (textual metafunction). However, the string of second 

person imperatives also indicates that there is a hierarchal relationship between the author 

and the recipient (interpersonal metafunction). It also suggests that the recipient is in a 

hierarchal relationship over the third person referents he is being called to address. 

Adams notes one further interpersonal component. Social deixis in speech is 

achieved through the use of the vocative or nominati ve of address and indicates that a 

relationship exists between the author/speaker and the reader/listener. 76 The author of 1 

Tim refers to the recipient as Timothy in 1 :2, 18; 6:20 and the final reference combined 

with w clearly demonstrates interpersonal social deixis as noted above. There is not only 

a hierarchal relationship, but a friendship relationship indicated in these references. 

C.Mode 

The textual metafunction is a major emphasis of this Discourse Analysis model. It seeks 

to detem1ine the role of language in discourse. What is the author attempting to do with 

language in a specific situation (register)? Prominence, cohesion, both textual and 

componential, deictic markers, word order, theme and Semantic Domains, are the 

predominant features in mode analysis. 

Textual cohesion involves the formal and logico-semantic ties in the text, 
while componential cohesion involves ties between linguistic items. 
Textual cohesion involves sequencing, staging, formal links 

76 Adams, A Fresh Look. 69. 



(conjunctions and hypotaxis), the focus of the sentence and formal 
patterns above the sentence level that create spans. 77 
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At the textual level, cohesion is created by the use of conjunctions or adverbs linking text 

together at the upper levels of discourse through to the clause level where they are often 

used for expansion through elaboration, extension or enhancement. 78 Cohesion is also 

produced through hypo tactic clause constructions and the use of relative or demonstrative 

pronouns. These are the types of formal links Westfall mentions above, but there are also 

methods of staging and sequencing that create cohesion. The author al1'anges material 

with the expectation that it will be coherent. Coherence in discourse is created through 

sentence structure and word order. Shifts in word order are often used in developing the 

point of departure and destination (as well as being indicators of shifts in the discourse) . 

These shifts at both the point of departure and destination junctures of text indicate 

prominence and will often include several other textual features. 79 Marked verbal tense-

forms (ideational metafunction) and marked features from the interpersonal metafunction 

are frequently used, along with a number of other textual features ,80 to create prominence 

and/or disjunction within the text. 

77 Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 80. 
78 Halliday, Introduction to Functional Grammar, 323-30; Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 70 . 
79 Westfa ll , Discourse Analysis, 80-1 . 
so See above. 
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Along with textual cohesion, componential ties are used to create cohesion. The 

most common forms are "repetition, synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy and meronymy, as 

well as instantial ties which the author employs, such as equivalence and naming."SI 

Deictic markers are frequently used to create cohesion within a text. They may be 

spatial or temporal markers or person deixis (distinctions between first, second, and third 

person) or discourse deixiss2 (through the use of words like the inferential conjunctions 

OUV, DeEV and others deictic markers like the "near and remote" demonstratives). These 

deictic markers tie the text together and are often used to specify the location and relative 

time of the text. These temporal markers place the text in past, present, or future. 

Functionally, temporal markers control the flow of the text. 

The imp0l1ance of word order continues to be the subject of discussion in Greek 

studies. Greek is an inflected language and allows for more freedom, than English, in the 

word order of the clause. Further, in Greek, the clause frequently excludes a specified 

subject as the subject is built into the Greek verbal system. Greek also does not require a 

specified predicate (it can be implied by what precedes it).s3 However, the most common 

clause structure appears to be Predicator (P) followed by Complement (C). Within this 

structure there can be explicit subject (S) and adjunct (A). The unmarked word order in 

the NT appears to be PC (if an expressed subject is included, it will come either before or 

8 1 Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 82; Halliday, Introduction to Functional Grall/mar, 330-4. 
82 Porter, Verbal Aspect, 99-102; Adams, A Fresh Look, 72-4: Westfa ll. Discourse Analysis, 67-8. 
83 Porter, Idioms, 286-7; Adams, A Fresh Look, 74- 5. 
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after the predicator). Adams notes that when the complement precedes the subject it is a 

more marked construction.84 (OpenText.org provides a tool for quickly analyzing the 

word order in the Greek NT.) 

Thematic elements generally front clauses or clause complexes and, in Greek, 

with flexible word order, this becomes important for the previous analysis. 85 

Linearization, therefore, provides insight to the interpreter. Word order may be used to 

indicate thematic prominence and may also create cohesion within the text. 

Semantic Domains are the final area of emphasis addressed under the textual 

metafunction. Words that are within the same Semantic Domains demonstrate cohesion 

within paragraphs or units and, when common across sections or an entire discourse, 

indicatc cohcsion of the entire text. These Semantic Domains tie the text together and can 

indicate thematic focus. 

In conclusion, mode analysis ties the text together creating cohesion, texture and 

coherence in text. It focuses on what makes a text a text. Cohesive ties are essential in 

this process and an attempt will be made to show how these ties work within the text of 1 

Tim as related to the thesis text. 86 

84Adams, A Fresh Look, 75. 
85 Halliday, in/roduc/ion /0 Func/ional Crammar, 37-9. 
86 For a more complete di scuss ion on cohesion and cuhesive ties see Halliday, InlrodUClionlo Funclional Gramlllar, 

308-39; Halliday and Hasan, Language, Con/ex/, and Tex/, 70-96; Westfall , Discourse Analysis, chapter 2; Reed, 
Discourse Analysis, 88-10 I . 
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D. Review of current state of research. 

The next chapter of the thesis moves from the Discourse Analysis to a reflection on the 

current state of scholarly research into 1 Tim 2: 11-12 and its surrounding co-text. I will 

use the insights gained from the Discourse Analysis to interact with the views currently 

expressed by both egalitarian and complementarian scholars. There are numerous views 

expressed by various complementarian scholars as well as by their egalitarian proponents. 

The majority of previous research has been focused at the word or clause level, with little 

analysis of the greater discourse. My Discourse Analysis method will provide a new lens 

for evaluating the current research and will be used to narrow the list of possible 

meanings represented in the current research. Thus, this thesis will analyze some of the 

views based on the above discourse method before moving to the abductive synthesis. 

E. Abductive Synthesis. 

Once the field of reasonable interpretations has been narrowed, the thesis will discern the 

most probable meaning of the text based on the use of abductive reasoning. This 

abductive approach has been used throughout the analysis, but it will be become targeted 

in this section. Abductive reasoning suits the systemic-functional linguistic model well, 

as it understands language to be a system of choices. Abductive reasoning seeks to 

develop a hypothesis based on the currently acknowledged choices of the author/speaker, 

before narrowing it down to the most probable meaning. As Ejsing notes concerning 

Pierce ' s Abduction theory, " it is only abductive propositions that have the ability to break 
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new ground. ,,87 With the knowledge gained through my analysis of 1 Tim, it will be 

possible to evaluate the various hypotheses to seek the one which best fits the context. 

Finally, the conclusions will be compared to Webb 's conclusions based on the use of his 

redemptive-movement hermeneutic. If supported, my analysis provides the necessary 

objective affirmation of his conclusions, and if not, it provides a needed corrective. 

87 Ejsing. Theology 0/ Anticipation, 9 1. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Application of Discourse Analysis Model to 1 Timothy 

1 Tim is a combination of both the familial and advisory registers. 88 It is written in the 

manner of a friendly or familial letter with the author addressing the recipient personally 

and in familial terms. 89 But is also an advisory or exhortation letter with a large parenetic 

section.9o The letter opens with the "A-to B-xcxlpElv." "A" stands for the writer or 

addressant, "B" stands for the addressee. ,,9 1 (Adaptations to this formula will be 

addressed below in the discussion of the first two verses.) 

The structure of 1 Tim is an adaptation of the typical five section pattern of an 

epistle, missing only the thanksgiving section. This adaptation may be the result the 

author's urgent concern and assessment about the present situation in Ephesus. There is 

nothing to be thankful about. The author 's concern about false teaching takes precedence 

over keeping writing conventions.92 However, there are the typical opening, body, 

parenetic and closing sections. This structure is not uncommon in the familialletter. 93 

88 Malllerbe, Ancient EpistolGlY Theorists, 33, 37. Guthri e notes the design of the letter as "semi-official as well as 
personal." Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles, 65. 

89 See below. 
90 See below. 
9 1 Ex ler. The Form of the Ancient Creek Leiter, 23. 
92 See be low on the actual issues facing thi s church . 
93 Adams, A Fresh Look, 3-37. Adams compares the three, four and five part theories. In thi s paper the five part 

divi sion of anci ent letters is assumed even though the thanksgiving sect ion is mi ssing in thi s le tter. 
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Opening (1:1-2) 

The author alters the standard letter opening,94 with the insertion of peace (ELP~Vll)-

common to the Pauline epistles-and the addition of mercy (EAEOC;). There has been 

considerable discussion about the addition of peace to the traditional opening and there is 

general consensus that it is a combination of the Hellenistic and Jewish forms of greeting. 

The addition of mercy appears to be further adaptation to the norm. The reason for this 

alteration is unceliain although it may reflect the author' s concern for the church. He may 

have been reflecting the hope that God would grant the recipient and the church mercy in 

the midst of its crisis. 

The actual author and recipient of this epistle is highly contested and, due to the 

depth of the controversy and the focus of this thesis, the issue must be left for future 

discussion. As above, I will refer to the writer as the author and the receiver as the 

reci pient. 95 

Due to the verbless structure of the opening, only a few comments are warranted 

based on the information given. The author attempts to establish the familial connection 

with the recipient by calling him YV1l0lev 1E:KVev EV 1Tl01EL (my true child in the faith). 

Further, he establishes his claim to be cX.1T0010AOC; XPL010U 'Illo0U (an apostle of Jesus 

Christ). The author also draws attention to the person of God and Clu'ist through the 

94 See Ex ler, The Form of the Ancient Creek Leller, 
95 This will present exeget ical difficulties when evaluating sections and statements concern ing the author 's claim to be 

Paul as in the initial statement arrOOTOAoc; XPLOTOU '11100U Ken ' Em my~v 8EOU OWT~pOC; . The claim to 
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repetition of their names in vv. 1 and 2. The saving work of God in v. 1 (8EOD ourrfjpos 

~IlWV) will continue to be a focus in the body of the letter, being mentioned at various 

points.96 The author appears to be establishing not only the familial hierarchal (my true 

child) relationship, but also the hierarchal relationship of his position as an apostle and 

finally the ultimate authority of God in salvation, possibly as a means of encouraging the 

recipient to respond to the exhortation in the epistle. As noted, the author then omits the 

thanksgiving section and moves directly to the body, which is divided into several units 

and subunits. 

1. Body (1:3-4:5) 

The body of the letter (1 :3-4:5) can be established with some certainty based on the 

absence of the imperative (with the exception of one third person imperative in 2: 11 , two 

in 3: 1 0 and one in 3: 12). There is then a dramatic shift to the parenesis (4:6-6: 19) as will 

be seen below. 

The first unit addresses the author ' s concern about what is happening in Ephesus 

and his defense of his message and ministry (1 Tim 1 :3-20). The second unit in this body 

section (1 Tim 2:1-3:16) deals with Christian conduct (both in the society and the home) 

and qualifications for leadership in the church. The second unit is of particular 

apostl eship presents the authority for what is being said and if the author is not Paul that rai ses concerns about the 
right to authority and the commands. 

96 See below. Th is may be suggesti ve of the nature of the false teaching. They may have been teaching false ideas about 
salvation . 



significance to this thesis. The short third unit addresses the issue of coming apostasy (1 

Tim 4:1-5). 

Analysis of 1 Tim 1 :3-20 

I. Field 
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Within the first unit, there are three subunits that will be analyzed together in the field 

and tenor sections but separately in the mode section. The first subunit introduces the 

problem and nature of false doctrine within this congregation. The second subunit 

introduces the nature of true doctrine and the author who is a true teacher from God. The 

final subunit functions as the destination of the unit with its focus on the call for the 

recipient to take up the sword and stand against false teaching and teachers in Ephesus. 

Verbal aspect plays a crucial role in the ideational metafunction. This unit, and the 

next, begins with a form of the common opening verb TICXPCXKCXAEW (to urge, beseech). The 

perfective aspect of this verb is combined with the perfective (aorist tense-form) aspect 

infinitive TIPOOIlEl.J)CXl (to remain) and provides background spatial information about 

where the author wants the recipient to minister while he is ministering elsewhere. The 

aorist subjunctive (2nd sg.) TICXPCXYYElA1J<; (to command) continues background information 

regarding his purpose for staying in Ephesus. The shift to the imperfective (present tense

form) aspect foregrounds the author ' s concern about those teaching other doctrine 

(E1Ep06l6cxOKCXAEl.J)). False teaching had infiltrated the church and this problem required 

correction. The imperfective aspect is dominant tlu·ough to v. 7 with only two perfective 

aspects used to provide additional background information about the nature of those who 
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were teaching error. This foreground focus on correct doctrine and behaviour continues 

throughout the epistle. 

In vv. 8 and 9, there is the notable shift to two stative (perfect tense-form) aspect 

verbs, which frontgrounds the correct understanding of the law. Although both of the 

statives are forms of olba, This was a conscious (systemic) choice on the part of the 

author to frontground this material.97 This frontground material is followed by the return 

to the imperfective (present tense-form) aspect, explaining the purpose of the Law and the 

author's call to preach the truth. The perfective aspect is then re-employed (four first 

person references interacting with third person references to God) as the author relates 

background information about his past condition and call by God (which are used to 

establish his authority as the true, called teacher of God). 

The destination of the unit is foregrounded using the imperfective aspect, which 

issues a call to the recipient to take the author's instructions and fight as a good soldier 

against the false teaching. (The register of warfare will be repeated at later points in the 

letter.) The unit ends with the return to the perfective aspect to address specific 

individuals who have not followed the author' s instructions. 

Verbal aspect has been used by the author to highlight thematic issues relevant 

throughout the epistle. He is concerned about false teachers and their teaching. Their 

97 See Porter, Verbal Aspect, 28 1-87. Here in hi s conclusion, he argues that during the Helleni stic period, oLeC! "enters 
into a hyponymous lex ical semanti c relationship as a hyponym of YLVWOKW" 287. See also Adams, A Fresh Look, 

104-5. 
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teaching was leading to ungodly, unethical or immoral behaviour and these teachers ' 

words are the antithesis of those presented by the author, the true apostle and called one.98 

Causality in this unit is mainly the unmarked active; however, there are some 

exceptions. There is a marked passive used in v. 9. The present passive KEl1:C(l is used to 

refer to the purpose of the law. The law was laid down by God (the unannounced but 

assumed agent), not for the righteous but for those in the list that follows . This appears to 

indicate that the false teachers were teaching some perversion related to the Law.99 In v. 

11 , the author uses the passive to state that he had been entrusted (by God, the unnamed 

but assumed agent) with preaching the gospel. The author appears to be establishing his 

position as the true teacher. There is a significant shift in causality in the destination of 

the unit. Prominence is indicated by the two middle verbs in v. 18. The author uses the 

first person middle verb 1T(xpcH L8ElllXL to focus on the fact that he is entrusting this 

instruction to the recipient. In response, the recipient is to fight (01:PlX1:EUll , 2nd sg.) a good 

fight himself. The markedness and prominence of the destination will be more fully 

developed under interpersonal and textual metafunctions of this unit. 

There are several dominant Semantic Domains in this unit and some are 

predominant throughout the letter. Domain 93 (Names and Places) 100 and Domain 12 

(Supernatural beings) are dominant in this unit; however, these are not dominant in every 

98 See be low. 
99 Thi s may be the emphasis on the nature o f sal vation. 
100 Based on the categories o f Louw and ida, Greek-English Lex icon a/ the NT Based on Sell/antic DOII/ains. 
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unit and are not relevant in the thesis text (1 Tim 2: 11 , 12), other than establishing the 

author' s credentials and authority. The focus in the central section of the unit highlights 

both God ' s work in salvation and the author' s call to ministry. Within the same section, 

there is a concentration of Semantic Domains 31 (hold a view, belief, trust). The idea of 

entrusting or trustw0l1hiness is evident in vv. 4, 5, 11 , 12, 13 , 14, 18 and 19. 

Significantly, the first and last units (1 :3-20; 4: 1-5), which bookend this section, contrast 

these false teachers and their false doctrine and behaviour with the trustworthy teaching 

and behaviour expected by the author. Faith (TILOne;;) occurs 19 times in the epistle and is 

closely linked with the next domain. lol Faith interacts with words related to sound 

doctrine and teaching. 102 

Semantic Domain 33 (communication) is dominant throughout this section and is 

a major theme in the letter, especially in the subsections of this domain related to 

teaching and sound doctrine. 103 The recipient is charged with the job of commanding 

others not to teach different doctrine (E-tEPOOLocxoKcxAElv) (v. 3). The goal or purpose of 

sound instruction (TICXPCXYYEALcxe;;) is elucidated in v. 5. The false teachers were erroneously 

attempting to be teachers of the law (VOflOOLoaOKCXAOL) (v. 7). These false teachers were 

10 1 See below. 
102 See in particular 1:2, 3, 5, 19 (2x); 2:7, 15; 3 :9, 13; 4: I, 6; 5 :8; 6: I 0, 12, 2 1. In each of these cases, faith is clearly 

tied to the idea of believing right or to the body of right doctrine a believer is to stand on. 
103 blbaoKC().la 1:10; 4:1 , 6, 13, 16; 5:1 7; 6:1 , 3 as well as the verbal form s as in 2: 12; 3:11: VOllob l<SrXOK(xI..o l 1: 7; 

TTa lbEu8wOlV 1:20; blbrXoKa Aoc; 2:7; blbaKTlK OV 3:2; I\JEUbOAOYWV , 4 :2; lJTTOTl8EWVOC;, EVTPEljlowvOC; 4 :6: 

l'ullva( E 4: 7: ITa paYYEUE 4: II ; 5:7; TlJ ava yvwOCl ,TlJ TTapaKA~OEl , ' 11 blbaoKaAllL 4: 13: ETTl TTA~~1J C;, 
TTapaKrX},El 5: I; 6:2; llaV8aVETwoav 2: II ; 5:4, 13. see also TTapaYYElA1JC; 1:3 TTapaYYE).lac; 1:5 where the sense of 
commanding th rough instructi on is the focus. Adams notes a necessary cauti on related to thi s domain but with the 
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opposed to sound doctrine (OLOCXOKCXHcx) (v. 10). The author was entrusting this 

instruction (TIcxpcxYYEHcxv) to the recipient (v. 18). The recipient was to instruct others so 

that they might be taught (TICXLOEUeWOW) not to blaspheme (v. 20). Two other interrelated 

Semantic Domains function across the entire discourse: Domain 88 'moral and ethical 

behaviour' and the related Domain 53 ' religious practices. ' These contrast (v. 5) the 

proper conduct of the trustworthy with the conduct of those teaching other doctrine. 104 

Domain 88 also interacts with a clean or good conscience (OUVELO~OEWs). (This interaction 

provides cohesion at the discourse level to several other units.) 105 These qualities contrast 

with the behaviour of those who were teaching false doctrine and leading people into 

moral and religious error. 106 These semantic chains create a high level of cohesion within 

focus on the subsections related here, it clearly does create cohesion and thematic prominence as wi ll be seen. See 
Adams, A Fresh Look, 127. 

104 The Semantic Domain of ' moral and ethical behaviour ' 88 which follow with this chain highlighted by the word 
a.ycx9f]c; 1:5; KCXAOC; 1:8, 18; 2:3; 3:1 , 7, 13; 4:4; 6x2; 5:10, 25; 6:12x2, 13, 18, 19. See also 6lKCX L4l a.vOIlO lC; 1:9: 
1TOPVO lC; a.POEVOKOL-m lC; IjIEuoTCXlC; E1Tl OPKOl C; I: 10; UPpLOT~V, I: 13 ; ~OUXLOV 2:2; OEIlVOn)Tl 2:2 ; E1TcxLpovmc; 
2:8 bOLOUC; 2:8; opyf] c; 2:8; cxl60uC; 2:9; KOOIlL4l 2:9; ow<jJPOOUVTlC; 2:9, 15; a.ycx9wv 2: I 0 (good in the sense of 
Moral in fitting wi th the domain usage) see also 1: 5, 19; 5: I 0; ~OUXL~ 2: II , 12 (quiet living [not silence) , as in a 
gentle spirit in domain 88 which is prevalent in Tim); VTlCPcXAlOV owcppovcx KOOlllOV 3:2; a.VE1TLAllll1TTOV 3:2; 5:7; 
6: 14; Il~ 1TcXPOLVOV Il~ 1TA~K TllV, a.U& E1TlElKf] 3:3; KCXAWC; 3:4, 12, 13; OEIlVOTllTOC; 3:4; OEIlVOUC; 3:8, II. 
6lAOyOU C; 3:8; a.VEyKAllTO l 3:1 0 OEIlVcXC;', 6lCXPOAOUC;, Vll<jJCXALOUC; 3:11 ; U1TOKPLOH 4:1 ; UY lcX(ETCXl 4:5: 
PEP~AOUC;, 1:9; 4:6; 6:20; YUIlVCX(E 4:7; KCXTCX<jJPOVEL TW a.vCXOTPO<jJD 4: 12; UYVE L~ 4: 12; 5:2; EUOEPElV 5:4; 
01TCXTCXAWOCX 5:6; UY LWV 5: I 0; 22; apycx l 5: 13 ; <jJ AUCXPOl KCXI. 1TEPLEPYOl 5: 13 ; ullCXPTcXvovTcxC; 5:20; 22; UY VDV 
5:22; EUEPYWLCXC; 6:2; EUOEPElCXV 6:3; TETU<jJW TCX l <jJ90voC; 1TOVTlPCXL 6:4; 6lE<jJ9cxPIlEVWV 6:5; 6lKcx lOO UVllV, 
1Tpcxii1TCX9LCXV 6: II ; a01Tl AOv 6: 14; uljITlAOCPPOVElV 6: 17; aycx90EpYElV KCX AOl C; 6: 18. Semantic chain in the domain 

53 see 2:2 ; 3: 16; 4:7, 8; 6:3 , 5, 6, II. See also 1:9aoEpEOl a.VOOLOlC;; 2: 10 9EOOEPElCXV; 2:15 uYlCXOIlW . It must be 
noted that some of these references are not included in the domain by Lou\V and Nida but within the context of this 
epi stle share semantic similarities. Some that are in Domain 53, I have included here because of these similari ties. 
See also Mounce, Pastoral Epistles, Ixxviii-Ixxx. 

105 See I: 19; 3:9; 4:2. It is also found in the two other Pastoral Epi stles, 2 Tim I :3 ; Tit I: 15. 
106 Brown rightly notes that in thi s opening unit the author "returns to the purpose of Tim 's mi ss ion , emphasizing once 

more the in separable connex ion of faith and morals (vv. 18-20). This last point is a recurring point of the epi stle." 
Brown, Pastoral Epistles, 2-3. 
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the entire epistle as well as within this individual unit. They function as the thematic foci 

of the epistle and are the major foci in the passage of concern for this thesis. The first 

example explains that the goal of instruction is love out of a clean heart and good 

conscience (Ka8apiic; Kapblac; Kat. OUVElO~OEWC; &ya8f]c;) (v. 5, domain 53 and 88).1 07 The 

law is not made for the righteous (olKaLw) (v. 8 domain 88). In contrast, the law is made 

for the lawless (&VOflOlC;) (v. 9, domain 88), the ungodly (&OE~EOW) (v. 9, domain 53), 

sinners (aflap'twAOlC;) (v. 9 domain 88), the impious (&VOOLOlC;) (v. 9, domain 53), the 

profane (~E~~AOlC;) (v. 9, domain 88), the sexually immoral and homosexuals (1TOpVOlC;, 

&pOEVOKOL'tIXlC;) (v. 10, domain 88) and liars and perjurers (t/JEuO'talC;, E1TlOPKOl) (v. 10, 

Louw and Nida include these in domain 33 under communication, but they are directly 

related to choices made on an ethical or moral level). The purpose of Jesus coming into 

the world was to save sinners (aflap'twAOUC;) (v. 15, domain 88). The destination explains 

that the recipient should have a good conscience (&ya8~v OUVELOT)OW) in his faithful fight 

as a good soldier (K(XA~V o'tpa'tELav) (w. 18-9, domain 88). 

The concentration of Domains 33 , 53 , and 88 suggests an interaction is transpiring 

between teaching and doctrine, moral behaviour and religious practice. Whatever the 

precipitating circumstance may have been, it is clear that these false teachers were 

instructing people in a manner that led to poor moral and religious choices. Further, the 

107 See Dibelius and Conzelmann , Pastoral Epistles. 18-2 1. They conclude, after following the course of development 
of thi s concept in Greek and NT thought, that in the Pastorals this term "belongs among the qualiti es which 
characterize 'Christi an good citi zenship. '" 2 1. It thus ties closely into the concepts of reli gious and moral and ethi ca l 
behaviour as categorized above. 
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author' s emphases on God and true teaching about salvation stands in stark contrast to the 

teaching of those opposing him. The author establishes his integrity and his position as 

God ' s chosen and faithful teacher using Domain 31. He was entrusted by God and he is 

entrusting this true teaching to his co-hort. 

The ideational metafunction has demonstrated that there were false teachers living 

ungodly, immoral lives and that the author was called out of this same state to teach and 

instruct the recipient of the letter. The author is enabling the recipient to fight a good fight 

and teach the ungodly not to teach wrong doctrine. There was a problem in the church 

and the recipient is being prepared to recognize and address it. This will be developed as 

we look at the tenor, mode and summary sections of this unit. 

II. Tenor 

The interpersonal metafunction produces a number of shifts and provide emphases within 

this particular unit. It clearly indicates shifts and points of prominence which will relate 

here and in the discussion of textual issues below. The author is establishing the 

recipient's location and purpose for being left in Ephesus and he fuliher supports his 

hierarchal position and right to call the recipient to respond to his assertions and later 

directives. 

The interspersing of the marked first and/or second person references, with the third 

person, is used with other ideational and textual features to create prominence. Further, as 

is indicative of the person and number system, they indicate shifts, either minor shifts 

within subunits or major shifts between subunits. The body and first unit open with the 
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marked first person singular and second person singular, which is typical at the point of 

departure for a unit. Having established his authority in the opening, the author directly 

enters into conversation with the recipient, directing him to remain in Ephesus 

1T(XPEKeXAEoa 108 (the first person singular of 1T(XpaKaAEw). The recipient is given authority by 

the author to command others '(va iTapaYYElAW; (aorist subj. 2nd sg.). nOLV Il~ 

EHp06uSaoKaAELv not to teach other doctrine. The third person references which follow 

develop an adversarial relationship between the recipient and the instigators of false 

teaching. The author then sets himself in contrast to these false teachers with the shift to 

the marked first person in v. 11 and the references to Jesus and his gospel. The author has 

been entrusted (EiTLo1:EuerjV EYw) by God (the agency can be determined by what follows 

in v. 12). The author makes his claim emphatic by using the first person pronoun. He 

establishes his authority over the false teachers by arguing that his message and authority 

come from God, the ultimate authority. The preponderance of references to Jesus, Lord, 

God, King in this unit interact with the references to the author and function to explain 

and support his experience before his call and present call to authority. 

108 See above. 
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12 ~ Xapw EXW Tc{)EiiO'uva.b!."'Gla'cWn~E XPWttp 1100U ttp KU I, ' WV, on motOV flE 
~Y~o(HO WV,QC;-Ett; ~lo::aVlCW 13 to TIPOtEPOV Dvm ~AtXo<l)l'lflOV KCXL L I v KCXL 
u~PWt~V, cXA.Th1irE'i1BliJ:-6'tl-rXyv6Cw l'TWL,lJOCX EV eX ',.14' I OEV E ~ XtXPLC; 
tOU KUPLOU 11flWV CXL CXYCXTI11C; tflC; rv-xpL'Unf>~I~u..1:' llL~toC; 6 AOYOC; KCXI. 
TIa011C; eXTIO 0X11C; I ," 0 'I Q.U~ '4A9ElJ- ~c;-teJrK"6C1Jl<W -n:~CXPtw.toUC; OWOCXL, W 
v TIPWtOC; ElflL 1yw-:-1&- tXAAa-6L'a-taut o ~AE11 11v, wcx EV E 01. TIPWttp Ev6EL~11tCXL XPWtOC; 
'11100UC; t~V (XTICXOCXV flCXKp08WLCXV TIPOC; UTIOtlJ1TWOW tWV EH ETI' CXUtQ 
ElC; (w~v CXlWVLOV . 17 TQ 6E ~CXOLA - vwv, cxcpetXpttp eX0PtXttp flOVtp 8EQ, nfl~ KCXI. 
M~cx ElC; taUC; CXlWVCXC; tWV CXlWVWV, eXfl~V. 

Figure 5. Pm1icipant chain interaction (author lines in dashes and references to God in solid lines) . 

God is using the author's life as a true example of God' s patience and salvation (v. 16). 

The author uses the interaction between the first and second more marked forms in 

the destination of the unit. Further, the author uses the marked vocative of address calling 

the recipient by name. The author having established his authority from God now 

reinforces the recipient 's authority. The author entrusts the instructions he has received to 

the recipient, his child (TICXPCXYYEAlCW TIcxpcxtL8EflCXl OOL, tEKVOV TLfl08EE) (v. 18). The 

recipient is receiving authority from the author to do the work that needs to be done and 

the recipient is further affilmed and reminded of the prophecy concerning his call. With 

this authority established, the recipient can go on to mpCXtEl)'D t~V KCXA~V OtPCXtELCXV 

"fight a good fight" against false teachers and doctrine. This destination to the unit is 

highly marked with the interpersonal elements contributing to prominence and it 

functions to prepare recipient for what will follow in the remainder of the epistle. 

The attitude of this unit is largely asseltive. The author makes assertions about the 

condition of the false teachers and himself in relation to God. The asseltive attitude is 

also used to declare the relationship between the author and recipient and to establish the 

lines of authority. However, there are several projections (subjunctive forms). In the point 
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of departure for the unit, the author projects his reason for wanting the recipient to stay in 

Ephesus. There are two further projections within the destination of the unit (vv. 18, 20). 

The author used the marked subjunctives to contrast the expected behaviour of the 

recipient, he is to fight as a good soldier, with the desired outcome among those who are 

their adversaries. They are to be taught not to blaspheme. The marked attitudes are used 

at the point of departure, subunit or units and focus on the thematic issues stated above 

and are used to clarify the relational roles and positions in the church of Ephesus. 

III. Mode 

a. Mode Analysis of 1 Tim 1 :3-11 

After the epistolary opening in vv. 1,2, the author begins the first unit. 1 Tim 1:3-11 

forms the first subunit within the first unit ofthe body of the epistle. As noted above, new 

units or subunits frequently begin with the first person singular or plural and a verb form 

of 1T(XPCXKCXAEW . This verb produces disjunction between units or subunits. However, 

because of the repetition of forms of this verb occurs at several points in 1 Tim, it also 

demonstrates discourse cohesion. 109 The first person reference with the perfective aspect 

is used to provide background information concerning the author' s urging the recipient to 

remain in Ephesus for a specific purpose. The foregrounded imperfective (present tense

form) aspect infinitive EtEpOb lbCXOKCXAElJ) (to teach other doctrine) introduces the theme of 

the letter. The discussion of Semantic Domains under the ideational metafunction 

109 I Tim 1:3: 2: I ; 5: I and 6:2 . 
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demonstrates the extensive concern for correct doctrine and teaching in this unit and 

throughout the discourse, supporting the contention that this use of these domains along 

with the second singular and sUbjunctive mood adds prominence to what the author is 

writing here. 

At the textual level, discourse cohesion is produced in 1 Tim through the pairing (or 

tripling) of infinitives, this pattern occurs at various junctures of the epistle (negated 

infinitive groupings 1:3 ; 2: 12; 4:3 ; 6: 17; positive infinitive groupings 2:4; 5 :4; 6: 18). 

(Understanding his use of these infinitive combinations is important as one of these 

groupings occur in 1 Tim 2:12.)110 The body begins and the parenetic section closes with 

this pairing of infinitives (demonstrating that the author uses this as a staging technique) . 

Repetitious componential ties are used by the author in this epistle. At the discourse 

level, repetition occurs between this first subunit in the body of the letter and the 

parenetic closing section. The infinitive E-rEPOOlO(WKCXAElJ) occurs in finite verbal form 

ETEPOOlOCXOKCXAEl in 6:3. This word occurs in no other NT passage and uncovers one of the 

major thematic focuses of the letter. The false teaching that the author is writing against 

must have infiltrated this church. Mounce notes many such influences in the references 

to "unholy chatter (1 Tim 6:20; 2 Tim 2:16), endless genealogies (1 Tim 1:4), foolish 

controversies (l Tim 6:2; Tit 3:9), senseless babble (l Tim 1:6), sickly craving for 

11 0 See below. 
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speculations and empty words ( 1 Tim 6:4), ... ,, 111 These indicate that their was at least 

one faction within this church that was actively teaching enor and this accounts for the 

author ' s insistence, in the next unit, that leaders be qualified to teach (see 1 Tim 2-3 ; 5 

below). The subunit introduces the "teaching and doctrine" domain to clarify the nature 

of the enor and to identify the group responsible for the false teaching within the church 

at Ephesus. There appears to be a number of believers who were either Jewish, or had 

been influenced by Judaizers. They were attempting to be VOl106LbeXoKCXAOL (law teachers) 

(1 :7). 11 2 These teachers apparently did not understand the ramifications of what they 

6LCX~E~CXLOUVTCXL (were confidently asserting). L:uvEL6110lC; is also repeated and provides a 

focal point in 4:2 , but it also occurs in the genitive form in 1 :5, the accusative form in 

1: 19, and the dative f01111 in 3 :9. In the first three occunences, it is linked with adjectives 

of ' moral or ethical behaviour. ' 113 The final occurrence takes on a pejorative 

understanding. The ' religious practice ' domain is signaled by El)OE~EL~ (godliness)-

which is closely connected to ' moral and ethical behaviour' in the context of 1 Tim. 114 

Religious practice and moral behaviour provide a thematic focus within this epistle. The 

III Mounce, Pastoral Epistles, Ixxv. 
112 For a di scussion on the various views concerning the Ephesian heresy see above Introduction. See also Mounce, 

Pastoral Epistles, ll xix-I xxv; Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles. 67. He argues that it is referring to "a sect attracted by 
the more speculative aspects of Judaism." Hanson argues that a certain Jewi sh element there must be." The Pastoral 
Epistles. 58. He beli eves that they were "Gnostic Jewi sh Christians." 

11 3 Guthrie notes the word "came to be used of the facility to distingui sh between right and wrong: ' The Pastoral 
Epistles. 69 . 

114 EllOEPEllX functi ons within the norm of daily life and as such appears to be closely related to moral and ethi cal 
behaviour. See I Tim 3: 16. In I Tim 6:6, II it is again linked with words relating to domain 88 (contentment. love. 
gentl eness). 
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use of EuaE~El<X also demonstrates a strong cohesive structure within the sections, units 

and subunits in this epistle. I 15 

The author's use of bE functions to create a minor shift within the discourse at v. 8. 

This along with the prominence created by the 1 SI person plural stative aspect (O'(b<Xf,lEV) 

shifts the discourse toward the destination of the subunit (3: 14-16), as indicated by this 

marked tense-form, person and number, the use of a marked imperfective aspect, middle, 

subjunctive XPllt<Xl (to use) and the stative aspect participle Elbw<; in v. 9. 116 The author 

corrects the erroneous teaching and clarifies the purpose of the law in vv. 8b-ll a. Verse 

11 b, with the use of the first person singular, creates a cohesive tie to the next subunit. 

The use of lists (3 :2-7; 8-13) is one method of creating cohesion. This list of negati ve 

qualities elaborates on the purpose of the law is the first use of a list in 1 Tim. 117 There 

are a large number of references in this list to Semantic Domains 53 and 88 as well as one 

further reference to sound doctrine (domain 33).118 The repetitive use of lists and similar 

Semantic Domains functions to create cohesion between the units and sections of the 

epistle. 

At the sentence and clause level , there are a number of cohesive ties which hold the 

subunit together. The author uses paIiicles, demonstratives, relative pronouns and other 

l i S See 3: 16; 4:7, 8; 6:3, 5, 6, II. Hanson notes this is a " favourite word" of the author. I-Ianson, Pastoral Epistles, 90. 
The negati ve counterparts re lating to '·the ungodly" also create cohesion with thi s word and within the epi stle. See 
1:9; 4 :7; 6:20. 

116 See above. 
117 Westfall , Discourse Analysis, 50. The lise of these thematically focLl sed lists create prominence in chapters 2. 3 

where domains 33, 53 , 88 are prevalent. 
li S See Above. 
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features throughout the epistle. They will only be highlighted as they relate to this thesis . 

For example, there is s summative phrase Kat. E'L TL hEPOlJ (glossed as "and whatever 

else is contrary") which functions as a concluding remark for the destination of this 

subunit and is related to false teaching that is opposed to the truth. This summative phrase 

at the end of the list of negative qualities implies that the list is suggestive, not 

exhaustive. The godly, moral and ethical behaviour of people in Ephesus appears to have 

been extremely poor and this will be reflected throughout the epistle, including 1 Tim 

2: 11-1 2. 

b. Mode Analysis of 1 Tim 1 :12-20 

Verse 11 b functions both as the completion, or destination of the previous subunit, and 

the point of depat1ure for this subunit. I 19 The shift to the first person singular contributes 

to the disjunction in this verse and signals the shift to a new subunit. This particular shift 

introduces a large section of perfective aspect background information about the author' s 

experience with God, his call by Jesus Christ, and his authority. The use of the first and 

third person references in vv.ll b-17 have already been discussed and are evidence of 

strong cohesion in these verses. 

The shift to the destination of this subunit is marked by the reintroduction of the 

recipient "Timothy" and the second person singular pronoun, but cohesion is maintained 

11 9 Brown rightly notes that after the digress ion or background information, the author "returns to what hc has to say o f 
the purpose for which he has le ft Timothy at Ephesus. They are in sen se. though not in grammar. th e conc lusion of 
the sentence begun in v 3." Brown, The Pastoral Epistles, II. He is incorrect in stating that the grammar does not 
support thi s contention when di scourse analys is demonstrates that it does. Thi s is the destination of the unit. 
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with the previous material and what follows by the use of the co-referential deictic 

marker ra.{rcrW (this). The demonstrative pronoun creates a formal link between the 

author ' s instructions to the recipient "Timothy" both anaphorically and cataphorically as 

may be indicated by the imperfective aspect. The author reinforces the call to the 

recipient by introducing the metaphor of war. Although other participants are introduced 

within this subunit, the focus is on the instruction of the recipient. The other participants 

are backgrounded by use of the aorist tense-forms in vv. 19-20. The destination then 

functions as the point of depmiure for the next unit as the recipient is called to assimilate 

and teach the instructions that have been entrusted to him as he stands against false 

teaching. 

IIlo-roc; 0 AOYOC; (v. 15, this is a trustwOlihy saying) appears to be a formulaic 

phrase l20 used by the author to create both prominence and cohesion. It appears in the so-

called Pastoral Epistles (PE) only (1 Tim 1:15; 3:1 ; 4:9; 2 Tim 2:11 ; Tit 3:8). In this 

particular verse, and in 4:9, the phrase Kat. lTaol)C; alT060x'ilC; &~lOC; (and worthy of all 

acceptance) is added. There have been many attempts to explain the purpose of these five 

sayings and scholars have been unable to unite all five into one neat and tidy package. 

Hanson observes, 

The truth is that, whatever generalization one likes to make about the role of 
' faithful sayings ', it will always be found that it cannot apply to all five 
contexts, ... we cannot claim that they always accompany a creedal 

120 It is used preceding or foll owing some general aphori sm (See Dibelius and Conzelmann. The Pastorall:.pistles. 28. 
29; Fiore, The Pastoral Epistles. 50), while Kni ght. The Pastoral Epistles. sees it as a "quotati on-commendati on 
formul a", 99. Hanson call s is a "quasi-creedal formula. " (Hanson, The Pastoral Epistles. 6 1). 



statement (l Tim 3:1 and 4:9 do not fall into this category), nor a liturgical 
(once more these two are the exceptions), nor even a statement of basic 
belief, for it is difficult to see how 1 Tim 3: 1 could be classified thus, 
whether it refers to what precedes or to what follows. Our conclusion must 
be that it is useless to try to identify one class of statement which the 
formula marks .... The author uses the ' faithful sayings' formula to give 
emphasis and solemnity to some statement, no matter what its origin or 
contents. As we observed in section 8 of the Introductions, it serves to link 
together the disparate elements in his letters, and to add a touch of solemnity 
to the tone of his work. 121 

Hanson notes the linking function and prominence produced by this phrase. It provides 
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cohesion between minor or major shifts in the unit or subunit. (The cohesive function of 

this phrase argues against the posited view that it was a later editorial addition.) 122 In this 

particular unit, the aphorism Xpwroc; 'IllOOUC; ~AeEV EtC; '1:0V KOOf,lOV eXf,lCXP'1:WAOUC; OWOCXl 

(Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners) provides a cohesive tie within a subunit 

indicating a minor shift between the grace and call in the author' s life to his predicament 

and call as an lJTTO'1:\JTIWOW (example) '1:WV f,lEHov '1:wV mO'1:EUElV ETI' cxtm~ EtC; (w~V 

CXtWVLOV (for those who would believe in him unto eternal life). Christ ' s salvific work ties 

the "the trustworthy saying" to what proceeds and follows it. Mounce cOlTectly notes that 

"In v. 15, he now backs up his argument by quoting a general principle concerning the 

purpose for Christ ' s coming and appends a personal note that ties the general principle 

121 Hanson, The Pastoral Epistles, 64. Mounce, unfortunately, continues to focu s on trying to find a link to the ty pes of 
sayings and lex ical meaning of the words in the phrase rather than the fun ction of the phrase in the di sco urse. See 
Mounce, The Pastoral Epistles, 48-9. 

122 See Lock, Pastoral Epistles, xxx ii ; Hanson argues that may have been inserted in 3: I (Hanson, The Pastoral 
Epistles, 61 ). 
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back to his personal testimony." 123 The phrase "this is a trustworthy saying" is linked to 

what follows by the phrase &Ua bLa 1OlJtO (' but because of this ' or ' for this reason ' ) in 

v. 16. This cohesive tie then forms the link between the author' s call and the ministry . 

(The use of the formulaic phrase in 3: 1 is of particular significance to this thesis and will 

be discussed in detail when the following unit is addressed.) In 4:9, the statement is used 

anaphorically, referring to a call to godliness (one of the major themes of the letter), and 

is linked to what follows by the conjunction and phrase Etc;; 1Ol>1:0 yap (for to this).1 24 In 2 

Tim 2: 11-13 , the formula and aphorism are linked directly to the preceding co-text about 

experienced hardship, but the aphorism is again linked cataphorically to the next 

paragraph by the phrase mlr'C' cx lJ1TOIlLIlVTIOKE (remind [them] of these things) in v. 13. The 

final occurrence in Tit 3:8 is clearly focused anaphorically on the aphorism and preceding 

co-text, but the aphorism is again linked cataphorically to what follows by the phrase KCXL 

TIEPL 't'OlJt WV (and concerning these things) in v. 8. At the textual level, this phrase acts as 

a repetitious componential tie providing cohesion within the extended discourse. The 

phrase is also used as a cohesive device within the given co-text of the unit, linking what 

precedes it to what follows . 

123 Mounce, Pastoral Epistles, 55 -6. 
124 This will be di scussed more full y when thi s subunit is di scussed. In 2 Tim 2: II the reference statement is 

cataphoric, but is linked as the destination of the antecedent materi al. Thi s then becomes the tie in to th e next subunit. 
In Tit 3:8 the statement fun ctions anaphori cally and again the focus is on the antecedent materi al within the subunit 
and links it in some way to what foll ows. This antecedent reference will be signifi cant in the discussion of 3: I (see 
below). 
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There are a number of cohesive ties used at the sentence and clause level. The on 

in v. 15 is a deictic marker connecting the axiomatic statement with the cataphoric 

statement on XPlOtOC; 'IlloouC; ~AeEV EtC; t OV K6o~ov a~CXptWAOUC; OWOCXl (the Jesus Christ 

came into the world to save sinners). Verse 16 begins with an adversative aUa and an 

anaphoric deictic marker bla 10U10 (because of this) , both of which provide a contrastive 

link to what has preceded in the aphoristic statement. This statement is enhanced using 

'(vcx in a causal conditional clause in v. 16b. 

Linearization and Temporal and Spatial Deixis in 1 Tim 1 

In this particular unit the typical subject or predicate thematic order of the main clause is 

maintained until v. 12 where the complement comes between the subject and predicator 

and then in v. 16 where the inferential adjunct provides the theme for the following main 

clause. It links the previous clause with this clause. In v. 18, the complement is fronted in 

the main clause in the thematic position which again includes a deictic marker 1CXl)'tllV 

and the noun which demonstrates that the focus of the destination is on correct instruction 

1~V lTCXPCXyyEAlCXV. This change in word order at the destination of the unit adds 

prominence to this particular information and works with the other prominence markers 

in this destination section. 

There are also temporal and spatial markers within the text. Again, only those 

relevant to the thesis will be discussed. In v. 15 , the author uses the Greek word lTpwtOC; 

(first) in a qualitative (foremost) rather than a temporal sense and then he uses the dative 



54 

form npwt'-\l in v. 16 with the same qualitative meaning (foremost). Both of these function 

with the formulaic phrase and aphorism discussed above. 

The destination of this unit closes with the author 's indictment of two offenders as 

a final sign of his authority within the church. Even in judgment, there is a sense that 

judgment seeks redemption and the author seeks correct conduct in the church, but also 

the eventual restoration of those who falter. 125 This same concern will be evident 

throughout as instruction is intended to be corrective. 

IV. Summary 

This initial unit in the body of the letter is held together firmly with the various cohesive 

devices mentioned above. There is little question about the cohesive nature of this p0l1ion 

of 1 Tim and the connection it has with the remainder of the body and the letter as a 

whole. The participant chains indicate that there is a clear hierarchal relationship being 

established between the author and the recipient and particularly between the author and 

the false teachers, highlighted by the closing verse of the unit. However, there is also 

indication that the recipient is in a position of authority, though under the author. The 

recipient is being given responsibility for establishing church leadership and function. 

Guthrie notes that v. 3 indicates that the recipient "has a definite commission. ,, 126 The 

author is concerned about false doctrine related to the Law and grace and how it affects 

behaviour, as exemplified by the use of Semantic Domains 53 and 88 within the list. This 

125 Guthrie notes that the "purpose was remedial and not merely punitive." The Pastoral Epis tles , 79. 
126 Guthri e, The Pastoral Epistles, 67. 
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theme will be apparent either in the forefront or behind the instructions throughout this 

epistle. 

A. Analysis of 1 Tim 2:1-3:16 

This unit is sandwiched between two units dealing specifically with false teachers and 

their teaching, as noted above. The small unit following this unit may be looking forward 

to the future expectation of false teaching and the previous unit with the present state of 

affairs. 127 This unit records the author's exholtation to the recipient which will, if 

implemented, ensure that qualified individuals are leading the church, enabling the 

church to stand against the present adversity and that expected in the immediate future. 

This unit consists of three subunits (2:1-7; 2:8-3:1; 3:2-16). The first addresses the 

recipient's function as leader of this church, the second and third address leadership and 

character qualifications for wives and husbands. 128 The qualifications include behaviour 

in the church, the home and society at large. After the second subunit's initial injunction 

to husbands, the subunit shifts specifically to wives in society, church and the home, 

while the third subunit deals largely with the role of husbands in the home, society and 

the church. 

I. Field 

The present tense-form of TICXPCXKCXAEW signals the shift to a new unit. Imperfective verbs 

continue to v. 4a and are foregrounding specific instructions concerning the recipient's 

127 This is highly debateable as will be di scussed below. 
128 See di scuss ion on "women and men" or "wives and husbands" below. 
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personal responsibility in the church, before shifting to leadership qualifications for wives 

and husbands in the next two subunits. The author closes the first subunit with pertinent 

information, that is, the author is speaking truth and he is a teacher of faith and truth. 

These final statements re-employ the imperfective (present tense-form) aspect. It is 

apparent that the author ' s concern for good behaviour and true teaching continues to be 

the focus of this epistle. 129 

The second subunit uses the imperfective (present tense-form) aspect for 

foreground material until v. 13, where it shifts to the perfective aspect in the exophoric 

material supporting his argument in v. 12. Noticeably, however, there is the presence of 

one perfect tense-form and one future tense-form in this support material. 1 Tim 3: 1 

returns to the imperfective (present tense-form) aspect in the destination statement, which 

also functions as the point of departure for the next subunit. The second subunit focuses 

on the character and conduct of Christians (mainly wives) who wish to lead in the 

church. 130 

At this point, the issue of the third person references needs to be addressed before 

moving forward. Since 3:2 clearly references a married man, I believe that the author is 

addressing husbands and wives in both subunits-two of the three major groups 

dominating the first-century church. (The third major group, widows, is addressed in 

129 See above and below. 
130 I reali ze that thi s is a controversial statement at thi s point, but it will be defended as we proceed through thi s unit 

and as we look at the latter secti ons of the thesis dea ling with the state of research and the synthesis o f this research. 
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chapt. 5. This focus does not necessarily exclude single men and women, but because 

these were relatively small groups in the first-century culture they may not have required 

con-ection. The situation that might negate this possibility relates to widows. Since 

younger widows were not to be placed on the list, does this mean that all younger single 

people are excluded? This will be discussed more fully below.) The understanding that 

the participants are husband and wives, rather than men and women, becomes clear after 

comparing these two subunits. The third subunit addresses the behaviour of the husband 

in the home. Appropriate behaviour in the home is a necessary qualification for those 

wishing to serve in the church (see parenthetic statement in 3 :5). That being the case, 

consistency would suggest that 2: 11-12 is addressing the wife ' s behaviour in the home 

related to her ability to lead in the church, while the plural forms in 8-10 address the 

expectations for husbands and wives in the church and in pUblic. 131 This topic will be 

considered further under mode analysis and in the section on the cun-ent state of research. 

The third person singular and proper names in the exophoric support material shift 

between references to Adam and Eve. The third person plural in v. 15 has been greatly 

debated and will be discussed under the textual metafunction, as it is influenced by issues 

related to textual cohesive devices and it is highly influential in decisions made 

concerning the present state of 1 Tim 2 research. 

131 The importance of thi s topic can be seen in the confusion it creates in understanding v. 12. Guthrie acknowledges 
that it could mean husband and wife but fail s to see how that could relate to the church action of husbands and wives. 
He mi sses the possibility that it is referring to the behaviour of the wife in the home as a qualification for service in 
the church. See Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles, 87. Brown, likewise, wants to mix the two ideas together, but he 
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The third subunit again begins with the imperfective (present tense-form) aspect to 

foreground the material. As noted above, in v. 5, there is a parenthetical statement that 

includes an aorist tense-form infinitive, a perfect tense-form finite verb and a future 

tense-form finite verb. This parenthesis has thematic prominence and focuses on the need 

for quality leadership in the home before one can lead in the church. Significantly, 

leadership qualification relates to teaching and learning, as was evident in the first unit of 

the body. This thematic focus is relevant to what has already been said to the wives in the 

previous subunit. 

The participant shift in 3:2 along with the shift in tense-form helps mark this as a 

new subunit,132 but one that is closely connected to the previous unit-both through the 

participants involved and the Semantic Domain focus. The third person temporarily shifts 

to the newly converted in v. 6 before shifting to those wanting to be deacons in v. 8, 

which is continued through the use of the third person plural in 3: 1 0-13. The reference to 

wives in v. 11 would seem to indicate that they can also seek the position of deacon. 133 

The subunit then shifts back to husbands in v. 12. 

The alternation between the present and aorist tense-form verbs in the next verse (v. 

7) provides foreground material followed by background support material explaining the 

cannot let go of the idea that it is related to church offi cials and regulati ons. Brown, Pastoral Epistles, 32. I will refer 
back to this in the later secti ons of the thesis. 

132 See di scussion on the fo rmulaic phrase and aphorism below. 
133 Thi s has been strong ly debated and ideas are di vided largely along the same complementari an and egalitarian lines 

as I Tim 2. However, many complementarian writers do beli eve that this may refer to a position of deaconess. See 
the commentari es li sted in thi s work for more d iscussion of the issues related to this work . 
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reason for the advice (OEl oE Kat. flapTupLav KaA~v EXElV (X1TO TWV E~w8EV, '(va fl~ ElC; 

6VElOLOflOV Efl1TEOlJ Kat. 1TaYL6a 'LOU 6l(X~6AOU). The remainder of the subunit contains 

mainly imperfective (present tense-form) aspect except in support material. There is one 

notable exception. The presence of the marked second person singular stative aspect El6iJc; 

(you might know, 3: 15) in the central sentence at the destination of the subunit explains 

the purpose for all that has been written in this unit. The author has provided this 

instruction so that proper behaviour would be affirmed in the church. The church must 

have leaders who are competent to teach, but they also must exhibit character traits 

consistent with their Christian experience. 

Though the active voice is predominant in the first subunit and the first five verses 

of the second subunit, the passive then introduces other agents. This is indicative of the 

third subunit as well. The passive voice becomes prominent in the final verses of the 

second and third subunits. There are also some middle voice-forms, particularly in the 

latter half of the third subunit. 134 The passive in the first unit, in v. 7, has an unnamed 

agent but it is assumed to be God. He is the one who EtE8yW (appointed) the author to be a 

preacher and apostle. There are four passives in vv. 13-15. These four passives provide 

background material and have no named agent, although the first and the last are 

presumably God while the middle two probably refer to the serpent. This ABBA chiastic 

structure of agency suggests some prominence in this support material which will be 

\ 34 See below. 
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discussed more fully in the summary section of this unit. The passive in 3:6 is unclear as 

to agency. The agent that causes the person to become ·ruCPW8ELC; (filled with pride) may 

be the Devil , but it appears that falling under the judgment of the Devil is the result of 

pride. Because this passive relates to the question of a VEOCPULOV (novice or new convert) 

being made a leader, it continues the thematic concerns for godly character and trained 

leadership. Perhaps this focus suggests that the church is the agent of the new convert 

falling into pride because the church placed an untrained person in a leadership position. 

This then becomes the emphasis of the next passive as well. The passive imperative 

focuses on the need for a person to be proven before entering leadership positions (3: 1 0). 

Here the church may again be the agency of testing, or it may be the previewer of this 

testing as a person interacts with the world. Regardless, leaders must be fully trained. 

This thematic repetition argues strongly for a similar interpretation of 2: 11-1 2. Wives 

must be taught before becoming leaders. 

Several Semantic Domains introduced in the first unit of the body continue to 

dominate this unit as well, although there is a shift in participants, as will be discussed 

under the interpersonal metafunction. The first subunit of the second unit is introduced 

with Semantic Domains 33 , related to prayer, but the focus will continue to be on the 

teaching subsection of this domain. In 2: 1, we have four lexical items from this domain 

used in relation to conversation with God: CiE~OELC;, TIPOOEUXcXC;, EYrE1)~ELC;, and 

EuxaplOTlac; . The second of these is re-introduced (contributing to cohesion) between 

subunits in 2:8 with the call for men in the church to pray TI POOEUXE08a L. Forms of 
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EVtEU~EL~ and EUXCXpLOtLCX~ also occur in the closing unit ofthe body of this letter (4:3, 4) 

and the others occur in various units within the letter. 

The focus on teaching and learning in this domain is implicit or explicit at several 

points. 135 With this focus , I would suggest that in 2:4, ElT L yVWOL<; refers to learning the 

truth as one aspect of being saved. 136 The author is attempting to conect doctrinal and 

behavioural elTor and learning the truth is important. In the destination of the first 

subunit, the author focuses on the fact that he is a teacher. In the second subunit, the wife 

is commanded to learn (flcxv8CXVEt W) (2:11) rather than to teach (bLMoKELV) (2:12). In the 

third subunit, the overseer should be able to teach (bLbCXKtLKOV) (3:2). These are explicit 

references in this unit, but there are also implicit implications that learning is important. 

As discussed above, leadership is not to be taken up by novices. In a church with 

doctrinal enor, novices would be susceptible to easy deception and pride (3:6). This is 

also implicit in the need for people to be tested before entering into leadership positions 

(3 : 10). This exhortation certainly refers to a test of character, but it also implies that 

leaders must have the education needed to be able to stand the test and lead. 

The continued use of Semantic Domain 88 (moral and ethical qualities) provides 

cohesion and thematic focus in this unit. There are references to this domain in 2:2 (4x), 

m The domain for learning is actually domain 27, but because of the in teraction between learning and teaching. I have 
chosen to combine them as they are semantica lly related. They could be understood as two chains of interaction. but 
I be lieve they are more closely related and should be considered as opposing aspects of the same domain . 

136 See below on paired infiniti ves. 
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3,8 (2x), 9 (3x), 10 (3x), 11 137
, 12, 15 (2x) ; 3:2 (4x), 3 (3x), 4 (2x), 6, 7,8 (2x), 9,10, 11 

(3), 12, 13 (2x), 16 (2x).138 Of particular relevance is the dominant collection of lexical 

items from this domain at the point of departure and destination of the entire unit, and in 

the qualifications section from 2:8-3: 13. This creates a strong cohesive structure within 

this unit and ties the qualifications ofleadership for husbands to the previous subunit's 

emphasis on wives, as does the textual tie in 3: 1. 139 This entire unit is unquestionably 

about establishing qualified leadership within the church. 

Polarity provides some interesting points of contrast and creates prominence or 

focus. The inclusion of the negative after the positive affirmation by the author in 2:7 

makes the statement about the author's truthfulness emphatic. The author restates his 

authority and affirms that he is telling the truth, but then he repeats it with the negative 

stating "I am not lying." A thematic focus is placed on listening to him rather than the 

false teachers he has been confronting. In the lists of qualities, there is a contrast between 

positive and negative behavioural traits evident through the use of negative particles or 

contrastive words like XWPI.i; in 2:8. The negative particle occurs in v. 9 with the 

adversative use of conjunctions producing opposite types of behaviour in vv. 10, 11. The 

husband's list of qualifications also includes two negative pal1icles and the adversative 

conjunction in 3 :3 , providing a contrast between negative and positive qualities. The 

137 See di scussion on ~OuX[~ below as it has different meanings and connotations depending on its Domain. I argue that 

the dominant occurrence of Domain 88 argues for thi s meaning here and in v. 12. 
138 For the specific words used see footnote above. 
139 See below. 



negative particle is also employed in contrastive statements in vv. 6, 8, 11. Polarity is 

used in these lists to contrast positive and negative behaviour or qualities that affect the 

ability to lead. 
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The ideational metafunction has provided insight into the purpose of the section 

and subunit divisions in this unit. The author uses verbal aspect, causality and polarity to 

focus attention on thematic issues and on the destination and points of departure in the 

unit and the subunits. The choice of Semantic Domains demonstrates cohesion within the 

unit and indicates that the author's major concern for good moral and ethical behaviour 

and for sound teaching and it will become evident that this concern relates to the church. 

The author wants the church to function with qualified, well-trained leaders. They must 

be qualified in their knowledge and in their moral and religious character. This unit 

accentuates the author's concern for the character qualities and knowledge levels of both 

husbands and wives-not just husbands. The extent of his concern and what it means will 

be developed in the summary section after discussing the interpersonal and textual 

metafunctions. (It will be further elucidated in the synthesis section at the end of the 

thesis.) 

II. Tenor 

The role of participants and the use of person, number and attitude in the verbal system 

contri bute both to the cohesive structure, through the repetition of participants, within this 

unit and they create disjunction at the point of departure and destination of a unit with its 

subunits by shifting focus from one, or one group of, participant(s) to another. 
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As noted, the unit opens with the first person form of THXPCXKCXAEW. Having 

established the hierarchal position and the authority given to the recipient, particularly in 

the destination of the previous unit, the author begins to pass on specific instructions to 

his emissary (1: 18). Although the recipient is not specifically mentioned in the first verse, 

the antecedent reference to the recipient in 1: 18 implies that he is the addressee in 2: 1 and 

the co-referent of the first person plural in 2:2. The recipient is being urged to pray, so 

that the church may experience peace and tranquility. (The use of the adjective ~OUX LOJ) 

[peaceful] is important to our discussion in vv. 11 , 12.) Prayer also becomes the focus in 

the second subunit for husbands and possibly wives (vv. 8, 9). The author, perhaps as one 

final reminder of his authoritative message, again focuses on his call and authority to 

bolster his expectation of obedience by the recipient. He is an apostle, teacher and 

preacher of truth. This first person references, focusing on the author's hierarchal 

relationship to the recipient and those within the church, will again playa role in (2: 12). 

The point of departure of the following subunit begins with the first person 

singular verb, beginning the author ' s emphasis on how he wants husbands and wives to 

behave in the church and home with the expectation that the recipient will instruct wives 

and husbands. Although the author and recipient shift into the background, the author 

inteljects his authoritative responses concerning what he expects or what he believes (vv. 

8, 12). The bulk of the second and third subunits focuses on the relationship between 

wives and husbands (correcting the role relationships that were apparently being 
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influenced by the surrounding cultural context), as well as their relationship to their 

families and to those in the surrounding society. 

Beginning in v. 8, we have the introduction of two new participant groups (&\)~P 

and yuv~). In vv. 8, 9, the plural forms are used before shifting to the singular throughout 

the remainder of2 to 3:9. 140 In this second subunit, the author elucidates the roles and 

qualifications of the yuv~. The author is correcting the issues related to roles and 

authority in the wife and husband relationship. 141 In the third subunit, the elucidation 

shifts to the role and qualifications of the &\)~p. (An exception in 3: 11 momentarily shifts 

back to the plural form of yuv~ to present qualifications related to wives who wishes to be 

deacons.)1 42 The strong interaction of these two participant chains throughout these two 

subunits suggests strong cohesion as well as a common theme, leadership qualifications. 

The second subunit of this unit deals with how a wife is to relate to her husband. She is to 

be taught how to behave in society and toward her husband in the home (2: 15-3: 1).1 43 

The assertions in this unit are to act as the guide for the recipient who has the authority to 

implement these expectations so that people will know how to behave in the church 

(3: 15). 

140 The one plural in 2: 15 will be di scussed below as there has been significant discussion concerning it in the past and 
it is sign ificant to the thesis of this thesis. 

141 See below under current state of research. 
142 The debate of whether thi s is a qualification of th e wife ofa deacon or qualification fo r a wife who aspires to the 

office of deacon or deaconess will be briefl y di scussed below as it relates to thi s thesis. 
143 See below for detailed discussion of th e results. 
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The attitude in this unit is largely assertive. The author uses the indicative mood 

to assert the expected actions and behaviours of the recipients. There are, however, four 

directive verbs using the third person and six subjunctive projections. The four third 

person imperatives are directives to either wives (2: 11 f.l(xv8lXVEtW) or husbands (3 : 10 

OOKlfllX(E08wOlXV, Ol lXKOVELTWOlXV , 12 EOTWOlXV) . The final directive is an imperative form of 

ElflL while the other three are directly related to preparation for service. The first occurs in 

(2 : 11) and it is the only directive in these verses, suggesting that the need to learn takes 

precedence over the assertions made in the remaining clauses and phrases in vv. 11_12.144 

The two imperatives in 3: 1 0, 12 function similarly in the context of being a deacon. They 

must first be proved and then serve. These imperatives are used by the author to assert his 

authority over this church and the people who will lead it. The first subjunctive is situated 

in the point of departure for the unit, projecting the result of prayer (2:2) . The second 

subjunctive is in the protasis of the conditional clause in the support material of the 

second subunit (2: 15). 145 The third projects the possible outcome of placing a novice in 

leadership (3 :6). A further subjunctive projects the possible negative results of a leader 

who does not have a good reputation (3 :7). The final two subjunctives are projections in 

the destination section of the unit in v. 15. Both are part of the apodosis ofa conditional 

clause indicating the purpose of the antecedent instructions in the protasis. These 

144 Grenz and Kj esbo are correct in noting that thi s is the only command in these two verses, although their assessment 
does not take into accoulll the paralle l structure of v. 11-1 2. See Grenz and Kj esbo. WOII/en in MinisllY, 127-8. The 
need to learn does set the concern upon which the rest o f the parall el structu re functions to contro \. See be low. 

1~ 5 See below for furth er discuss ion o f the meaning of thi s conditi onal clause. 
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instructions are for the use of the recipient in the church, if the author cannot make it to 

the recipient's location. Significantly, most of these directives and projections relate to 

leadership issues and qualifications among the third person references with the exception 

of the first and last two. They establish the appropriate relationships between the various 

partici pants. 

The interpersonal metafunction has demonstrated a cohesive tie between the 

participants in the second and third subunits, shifting between which participant is the 

Actor. The continuity provided by the participants suggests that there is a common 

thematic purpose in the second and third subunits. The purpose is to establish well 

trained, godly leadership with people who relate to each other according to godliness and 

who are maturing in the faith. 

III Mode 

a. Analysis of 1 Tim 2: 1-7 

This unit begins, as noted above, with the author and the recipient as the main 

participants. The author ' s instructions to the recipient are the antithesis of the teaching of 

the false teachers addressed at the end of previous unit. The inferential particle ouv 

creates cohesion, leading to the point of departure of this new unit. The author has 

warned the recipient of the epistle against these false teachers and has entrusted this 

instruction to the recipient. He is to pray for all people, so that they may lead a peaceful, 

tranquil , godly life. 
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Conjunctions are used to create cohesion at the clause and sentence level 

throughout this subunit. There is also one y&p clause (2:5) introducing support material 

(the call to pray for all people and God 's desire for all to be saved). The use of y&p to 

introduce support material is one of its most common uses and it functions in this role 

again in the support material (2:13-15). 

b. Mode Analysis of 1 Tim 2:8-3: 1 

The inferential conjunction ouv identifies the point of departure for the second subunit. It 

also provides cohesion with the previous subunit. The author has the authority to require 

the following qualifications for service, because of his call to be a preacher, an apostle 

and a teacher (2:7). The participant chains &v~p and yuv~ cohesively tie this subunit and 

the next. They are used in the plural forms in 2:8, 9 (for public behaviour related to 

' honor and shame' ) before shifting to the singular in the remainder to these two subunits 

(related to behaviour in the home). 146 The shift to singular noun forms shifts emphasis to 

the qualification of wives in the home in the second subunit, while the third subunit 

focuses on the qualifications of husbands. 147 However, both of these subunits have 

significant ties to cultural concerns related to honour and shame. 148 The wife ' s behaviour 

in the community and within the home relates to whether she and her husband will 

146 Dibelius and Conzelmann correctly note, ' ·the in structions in 2:9-1 2 seem, in part at least, not to apply exclusively to 
the worship service. The para ll el to 2:9f, I Peter 3:3 tf, is found in a table of rul es for the household'" (The Pastoral 
Epistles. 5.) 

147 It will become more evident that these qualifications are for leadershi p as the Discourse Analysis progresses. 
148 See Malina, The New Testalllent World. 25-50. 
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experience honour or shame in their society. Malina states, "Honor might be described as 

socially proper attitudes and behavior in the area where the three lines of power, sexual 

status, and religion intersect,, 149 so it is not a surprise that within the lists in 2:8-11 , there 

are significant semantic ties to the "moral and ethical character" and "religious practices" 

domains. 150 (The same concern can be understood in some of the requirements for 

n husbands in chapter 3.) ) 

There are numerous other formal links using conjunctions and adverbs within this 

second subunit. 'Qmd)'twc; provides cohesion with the previous statement in v. 8. As there 

are requirements for husbands in public assembly, there are also requirements for 

wives. IS2 
'QOCXl),[WC; is used as a formal link in 3:8, 11 ; 5:25 and provides cohesion by 

linking the previous verse to a new participant or office in each case. IS3 (This repetition 

also provides componential cohesion with these other subunits and particularly within 

this unit 's three occurrences.) The author uses conjunctions to create contrast in 2: 1 0, 12 

(2x), 14, 15 shifting between the emphatic adversative aUa and bE used as an adversative 

particle. The conjunction yap introduces, in vv. 13-15, the exophoric support material 

relating to the Creation and Fall motif of Genesis 1-3. It links the support material to the 

149 Malina, The New testarnent World, 27. 
150 See above. 
151 See I Tim 3:2, 4, and 7. 
152 For di scussion concerni ng the referential importance of waalrrwc; see Mounce, The Pastoral Epistles, 11 2-3 . 
153 Dibelius and Conzelmann acknowledge the problem of whether ' likewise' connects directly with the call of 

husbands to pray or with wives " modest deportment" (The Pastoral Epistles, 45). Fiore connects the two by saying it 
describes women's "overa ll bearing in prayer" (The Pastoral Epistles, 65). See a lso Brown, The Pastoral Lpistles, 
19; Lock, Pastoral Epistles, 3 1. They fa il to see it as a cohesive dev ise which links the text formall y. Although it 
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antecedent call for the wife to learn quietly rather than to be a bossy teacher (or to teach 

or boss her husband), in vv. 11 , 12. (The implications of this support material will be 

discussed below.) The conjunction OUbE is used between the first two infinitives in v. 12. 

As noted above, we see a similar pattern of prohibitive double infinitives in 1 :3; 2: 12; 

4:3; and 6: 17. In 1:3 and 6: 17, ~T\bE is used as the means of negation, while in 4:3 , the 

participle KWAUOVH0V (to forbid) negates the two infinitives. The prohibitions in 4:3 and 

6: 17 clearly indicate two separate prohibitions which could negate the view that the 

author is using the two infinitives as one prohibition (hendiadys) in 2: 12.154 For example, 

in 6: 17 we read, Tols TTAOUOlOLs EV t<{'> VUV CdWVL mxpaYYEAAE ~~ lHjJT1AOCPPOVElV ~T\bE 

~ATTLKEV(XL ETTl TTAolrcou abT\A6t'T\1'L (Command the rich in this world not to be conceited 

nor to set their hope in uncertain riches). The one does not seem to modify the other in 

any way and they seem to be two separate attitudes to avoid. However, in 1 :3b, 4, it could 

be argued that the second infinitive explains the nature of the other doctrine not to be 

taught. In 1 :3b, 4, it states, mxp<XYYElADs 1'LOlV ~~ EtEPObLb<XOK<XAElV 4 ~T\bE TTPOOEXELV 

~UeOlS K<Xl YEVE<XAOYl<XLs aTTEpaVtGls (command certain people not to teach different 

doctrine nor pay attention to fables and endless genealogies). In all the positive infinitive 

constructions in 2:4; 5:4; and 6: 18, a strong argument can be made that the infinitives 

could be used to relate to either of the above ideas. it appears that in thi s verse is has the formal link to prayer and the 
proper attitude of both husband s and wives as they eo me to prayer. 

154 T here are those who argue unconvincingly that these two infinitives are not related to the object av/ipoc; clue to the 
separation of the two infiniti ves. See Brown ' s gloss of v. 12. Brown. The Pastorall:.pistles, 20 . Mounce also 
di scusses thi s particular issue. Pastoral Epistles, 123-4. Hi s note on prominence of location supports the present 
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refer to the same idea in which one enhances the other. In 2:4, we read, OC; TTav-rac; 

av8pWTToUC; 8EAEL ow8ilvaL Kat EtC; ETTLYVWOLV aAl)8ELac; H8El.V (who desires everyone to 

be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth). In this case, salvation and knowledge 

appear to be closely linked to the one desire. Being saved and coming to the knowledge 

of the truth seem to coincide or the second in some way modifies what it means to be 

saved. This use of paired infinitives indicates that the prohibition of buSaoKELV (to teach) 

is closely related to or is modified by the infinitive aUBEv'tEl.V (to be bossy or 

domineering). 155 I contend that the second infinitive modifies the first, describing the type 

of teaching this is being restricted. The addition of the third infinitive introduced by the 

adversative aHa may suggest a closer relationship between the first two infinitives. The 

call to be peaceful, or quiet spirited, is used in contrast to a wife who teaches her husband 

in a bossy manner. Kostenberger has argued that the pairing of infinitives with OME 

occurs only with two positive or to negative infinitives or finite verbs, not a positive and 

negative. 156 He succinctly identifies the construction of the clause complex, in 2: 12, as 

being a negated finite verb + infinitive + OUOE + infinitive, but fails to distinguish the fact 

that the subject of the finite verb in this verse is not the same as the subject of the 

infinitives. As a result, some of his examples differ considerably from the formation in 1 

Tim 2 (the author is the subject of the finite verb and the wife is the subject of the two 

understanding of ordering of words in Helleni stic Greek. See P011er. Idioms, 292-297 and Westfall. Dioc;ouroe 
Analysis, 29-30. 77. In thi s pal1icular case, teaching is given prominence due to the contrast wi th learning in v. II. 

155 Dibelius and Conzelmann note the meaning of '·to be domineering" 47. 
156 See Kbstenberger, Women il1 (he Church, 84-85 . 
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infinitives). Because of the rarity of this construction with two infinitives he includes all 

verbal fOlms in his research and criticizes Payne' s methodology for including nouns with 

the use of OUbE. 157 However, since the infinitive is a non-finite verb form and displays 

similarities to the noun, 158 Payne ' s inclusion of nouns seems justified. Further, in 

Kostenberger ' s examples, he fails to observe the close link created by the paired 

infinitives in some of his examples. In many instances, one seems to enhance the other, 

saying the same thing in another way like the expression "night and day." Two clear 

examples of this are from the LXX. The first in Sirach 18:6 clearly relates to the issue of 

God ' s mercies. They cannot be diminished (HaHwmu) or increased (TIPOo8E'Lval). These 

should be understood as making one statement, a hendiadys. In 1 Mace. 15: 14, it states, 

Kat. OUK E'(aOEV oUbEva EXTIOpEUE08al oUb€: ElOTIOPEUE08c(l (and no one was permitted to 

leave or to enter it). Again this appears to be two infinitives used to say one thing. The 

people were under siege. No one could enter or leave. Kostenberger' s attempt to see each 

of these as two distinct processes falters in these instances. His conclusions are therefore 

not convincing and the weaknesses will be discussed further in the state of cutTent 

research section of the thesis. 

Significantly, in each of the other three prohibitive uses of the double infinitive in 1 

Tim, the problem addressed is related to wrong teaching or belief. This is of special 

157 See Kbstenberger, Women in the Church. 82. 
158 See Porter, Idioms. 194. 
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significance to the issue concerning wives in the first-century cultural context who were 

generally less educated than their husbands. 159 The Semantic Domains related to teaching 

and learning tie this subunit to the entire letter and they are a primary concern of the 

author. The same concern becomes apparent in the next subunit where the recipient is not 

to allow a new convert to lead (3 :6) . I would argue that, in each of these cases, the 

restriction is not meant to be permanent, but temporary until the person receives enough 

training to avoid false teaching. 160 This possibility wi ll become more apparent as we 

investigate the cohesive nature of the formulaic expression in 3: 1. 

The repetition of the expression mo-roe; 6 .?coyoe; functions as a componential tie 

within the epistle, but it must also be understood as a cohesive devise within the 

sUlTounding co-text. As discussed above, the cohesion created by this phrase and its 

accompanying aphoristic statement provides both anaphoric and cataphoric cohesion. In 

the other four occurrences, there is a natural continuation of what precedes it while the 

cataphoric cohesion is created through the use of an inferential demonstrative. In this 

case, the inferential conjunction is used to link it with the fo llowing subunit in 3 :2. Since 

there are no indications of a shift to another subunit in 3: 1 itself, the formulaic phrase and 

aphorism are to be understood as a continuation and destination of the previous subunit, 

159 See Keener. Paul. Women & Wives. II 1-2; Webb. Slaves. Women & Homosexuals. 227. See below fo r further 
di scussion. 

160 This could be the purpose for v. 12, 13. Guthrie notes, 'The prohibition may have been due to the greater fac ility 
with which contemporary women were fa lling under the influence of imposters (cf Falconer)." Guthri e. The 
Pastoral Epistles, 86. See also 88. Thi s possibility wi ll be di scussed further in later sections of the paper. 
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while the inferential conjunction ouv in v. 2 suggests that it also functions as the point of 

departure for the following subunit. Therefore, 3: 1 functions as both the destination of the 

previous subunit and the point of depatture for the next subunit. The use of the formulaic 

phrase introduces the aphorism in the conditional clause (E'l w; E1TlOKOTTf]<; OPEYHCXl, 

KCX,AOlJ EPYOU E1Tl8uflEl.).t6t Since the previous statement focuses on background 

information concerning the judgment in vv. 11 , 12, the use of the indefinite pronoun 

allows the author to include both the husband and the wife in this statement, rather than 

just the husband in 3 :2. 

Hanson attempts to explain an apparent problem with v. 1 based on his belief that it 

applies to men only. He rightly questions why there would be reluctance among the men 

to seek the office of overseer. He notes, "It may seem surprising that the author should 

have to encourage people to aspire to the church office; but there is evidence in the 

Didache that in the first and second century the charismatic offices, such as prophet, 

161 Dibelius and Conzelmann argue that this particular usage is problemat ic as the aphori sm is unlike others which are 
" found in connection with statements about salvation (or faith), " (The Pastoral Epistles. 28) and they must connect it 
to what was said previously in chapter 2. See also Brown, The Pastoral Epistles. 2 1-2. He divides the conditi onal 
clause in 2: 15 placing thi s formulaic phrase in the middle of it, making the apodos is the aphorism and the protasis 
the condition on which the aphorism can be applied Brown, Pastoral Epistles. 28. Although I believe the 
conditional clause following this formu laic statement is the aphori sm (See Fiore as well , The Pastoral Epistles, 73), 
they are correct in seeing a connection with what precedes it. See al so Knight ' s discussion on "sayings" (The 
Pastoral Epistles. 152-3). He argues that the aphori sm concerning overseers could have ar isen in the ear ly church 
and it was to "commend the say ing ' s evaluat ion of thi s office and to introduce Paul's representat ion of the 
qualifications fo r the office. " (The Pastoral Epistles. 153) Knight rightly notes the connection to the saying, but he 
fail s to observe that cohesive structure of these sayings and the ir connection to what precedes it as well as what 
fo llows. Mounce argues that the reference to 2: 15 sounds attracti ve based on the salvation connect ion, but he argues 
th at Han son is probably correct in believing that the phrase is used to add a solemn character to the saying. See 
Mounce, (The Pastoral Epistles. 167). See Hanson, The Pastoral Epistles. 75 . Th is solemn statemcnt wou ld unlikcly 
be th e support material in 13-15, although the actual statement in 3:lb does link wi th the prior material as well as 
what fo ll ows. Thi s repeated phrase is prominent and adds prominence to the linked saying . Prominence is indicat ive 
of shi fts in di scourse and supports my contenti on that this is a prominent link at a subun it leve l in th is di scou rse. 
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exercised more attraction. ,,162 He has highlighted an important issue that many 

commentators have failed to address, although I believe his conclusion is an unnecessary 

leap to external references. If, as I contend, the aphorism links anaphorically to wives, the 

problem raised by Hanson can be explained by the reluctance of the first-century church 

to accept wives in the overseer office or by reluctance of wives to seek it. The author 

could be elucidating the fact that both husbands and wives, not just husbands, seeking the 

office was a good thing. This could explain the shift to the plural verb in 2: 15 just before 

the formulaic phrase with its aphorism. The author, if talking about a husband and wife 

relationship in v. 15, was drawing both into the discussion before the aphorism relating to 

both. He then shifts from the wife ' s qualifications to the husband ' s, in 3 :2. 163 The new 

subunit articulates the qualifications for husbands wishing to be overseers while the 

previous subunit focuses on the wife ' s qualifications for this same position. On this point, 

Mounce is correct in noting, "Verses 11-15 also have strong connections with chap. 3, 

which goes on in detail describing the leadership qualities expected of overseers and 

deacons, specifically the ability to teach. ,, 164 

The final lexical item repeated is the noun ~aux[(X , 165 which in the "moral and 

ethical" domain focus of this epistle suggests a gloss of ' quiet or peaceful. ' The latter 

162 Hanson. The Pastoral Epistles. 75 . He fa il s to note the actual references within the Didache which support hi s 
contention. Knight also fail s to account for why men would need to be encouraged to seek the offi ce of oV.er. See 
Knight, The Pastoral Epistles. 153 . 

163 See di scussion on the plural and the issue of the meaning of v. 15 below under the state of current research. 
164 Mounce, Pastoral Epistles. 104. 
165 See comments above concerning its contrasti ve relationship of the two infiniti ves. 
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appears to be the more likely gloss (especially in light of the meaning of the adjective 

~OUXLOV in 2:2).166 The word ties vv. 11 and 12 together as it sandwiches the two 

prohibitions. There is an adversative parallel structure within 11-12. A wife is to learn 

(llav8(wEtw) submissively (tJTTomyi]) and quietly or peacefully (~OUXl(~) from her 

husband rather than to teach (OL<ScXOKEW) in a bossy (au8Ev"CELV) manner, but she is to live 

peacefully with her husband. This complementary pairing of the call to be of quiet or 

peaceful (~ouXla) character at the beginning and ending of the parallel construction 

highlights the character that is central to the wife ' s behaviour. 167 This high level of 

lexical cohesion using the co-extension devices: repetition, antonymy and synonymy l68 

ties these two verses together and helps determine the meaning of the individual lexical 

items within the subunit. As noted above, the only directive is the call for the wife to 

learn and the thematic focus is thus on the wife learning and on her being in a peaceful 

relationship with her husband rather than the contrastive relationship of a bossy teacher. 

This is fUliher aided by an understanding of the discourse as a whole. 

11 ruv~ EV ~au~('a:JJ.l:iv~ct'\)i:t\i.d:v·1Tliou··im-Gq;"y.fl:.. 
12 OLMOKElV ~ yuvaLKl OUK E1TL"CPETIW oU~aU8E~~E1v·ajj6pCiC·&'XA'''Etii(x·L''Ej)~~auxlQ:. 
Figure 6: Parallelism, repetition, antonymy in I Tim 2: 11-12. 

166 Contra Fiore who suggests that "The silence enjoined here refl ects the women's share in maintaining a life o f peace 
and qui et (2:2). " (The Pastoral Epistles. 66) He fail s to see that it is peace in the sense ofa qui et spirit that is 
endorsed, not s ilence in the sense of not speaking. Knight completely mi sses the semantic focus of the passage as 
well , insisting it re fers to women in general (not wives) being silent. He completely ignores the shift to the singular 
and thus al so misses the re ference as referring to the household rather than the public gatherings, although he argues 

that submiss ion (lm01:Ctyn) normally refers to the husband wife relationship, but he beli eves it relates to the authority 

fun ction within the church here (demonstrating an inconsistency) (The Pastoral Epistles, 139) . 
167 See Figure 6. 
168 See Halliday and Hasan, Language, Context, and Text, 74-82. 
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c. Mode Analysis of 1 Tim 3 :2-16 

As noted above, v. 1 functions as both the destination of the previous subunit and as the 

point of departure for this subunit. 169 This subunit is introduced by the inferential 

conjunction oUJ). Cohesion is maintained with the previous subunit through the 

continuation of the participants yUJ)~ and &J)~p , though in this subunit there is a shift in 

the Actor from the wife to the husband. The qualifications for husbands desiring the 

office of overseer (ElTLaKOlTf]~) is now prominent, but there will be a shift to the office of 

deacon (Ol(XKOJ)O~) in v. 8. 

The third subunit also includes a number of conjunctions which provide cohesive 

ties at the clause and sentence level (3:3 the adversative conjunction &U&, and an 

adversative use of OE are used in a parenthetical statement in 3:5 as well as in 3 :7; 10; '[J)cx 

is used in 3 :6, as enhancement, explaining why new converts cannot be placed into 

leadership roles, and again in 3:7 as enhancement, explaining the reason why the overseer 

must be above reproach in the community; and an elaborative use of y&p in 3: 13). The 

deictic adverb EI'tcx is also used to create temporal cohesion in 3:10 with the temporal 

deictic marker lTpw'toJ) indicating the temporal order to the preparation of those wishing 

to serve as deacons. They must first be proved and then they can serve. This focus on 

qualified, trained leadership is a continuation of the thematic concern of the author in 

2: 11. 

169 See below. 
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The second occurrence of woa{rtw~ in the epistle, in 3:8, forms a cohesive tie 

between clauses; however, it also functions as a repetitious componential tie within the 

greater discourse. It also produces a minor shift in this subunit, but in this instance, rather 

than a shift in participants, it indicates a shift in office. The third incidence of this lexical 

item occurs in v. 11 where it is used to introduce a minor shift. In this instance, it 

functions as an indicator of a shift in participants. The shift back to wives indicates that 

they similarly must meet the qualifications for the office if they wish to serve as a 

deacon. Cohesion is maintained in the discourse by the continuing use of the Semantic 

Domain of ' moral and ethical ' behaviour. 170 The cohesion developed by lists of 

qualifications also demonstrates a link between this subunit and the preceding subunit. 

Participant cohesion is also created through the repetition of EflTIEOlJ "tOll ola~6Aou in 3:6, 

7. Satan is considered to be an adversary who can influence leaders when they are not 

fully trained and taught. This ties the third subunit to the previous subunit and the 

exophoric reference to the serpent, who appears to be the agent in the middle two verbal 

references (2: 13-15). 

1 Tim 3: 14-16 functions as the destination to the subunit and the unit as a whole. 

The shift from the third person to the first and second in v. 14 (see below) provides 

evidence that this is the central sentence, which is a prominent point in the discourse. It 

also functions as both the point of departure for a new unit and the destination of this 

170 See above. 
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unit. It is cohesively tied to all that has been said in the unit by the demonstrative deictic 

marker 1(xll'tCC The qualifications listed in the subunits were written for the purpose about 

to be revealed by the '(J)(X clause, which functions as the destination for the unit (see 

below). 

The repetition ofIlU01~PLoJ) (mystery) provides a cohesive tie to 3:9 where mystery 

is linked to the TII.01EWC; (faith) rather than ElJOEPEI.CXC; (godliness) in v. 16. Christ is both 

the mystery of the faith and the mystery of godliness which is a major semantic focus in 

the discourse (see above). 171 This godliness and the focus on Christ's proclamation to the 

world provides the point of departure for the next unit with its focus on those who do not 

hold to this mystery of godliness. 

Linearization and Temporal and Spatial Deixis in 1 Tim 2, 3 

Linearization throughout this unit follows the pattern of the previous unit. The discourse 

is carried forward through the unmarked subject or predicate initiation of main clauses. 

The exceptions to this particular pattern occur at points of prominence and reveal the 

171 Guthrie is right in noting the connection between faith and practice saying that thi s phrase may imply a "comparison 
and practical god liness previously enjoined on church officers and the inner character of its revealed secret described 
here." Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles, I 00. Thi s linking of the domains o f conduct and doctrine tie this ep istle 
together cohesively and provide the thematic focus of the epi stle. Faith is consistently linked to right bel ief in thi s 
ep istle and ties together belief and practice in these two statements. Dibelius and Conzelmann are right to affi rm that 
thi s word "designates not only the fulfilment of special cultic duties but al so the general behav iour which is pl easing 
to God." They continue to note the inscriptions used of th is word to indicate virtues and state that " it is used in I 
Timothy in the same sense." Pastoral Epistles, 39. I concur with their conclusions and thi s is why I have chosen to 
incl ude Semantic Domains 53 and 88 in this lette r. These domains are closely related in their fu nct ion s. Dibelius and 
Conzelmann do, however, in thi s instance argue that the statements in 3:9 and 16 are " practically synonymous" and 
refer to " the core message of salvati on. " (The Pastoral Epistles, 6 1). In thi s. we see the close connection between 
fa ith and conduct in thi s epist le. How and what we believe is deeply influential upon our conduct. And though the 
word may ri ghtl y be considered as the ' mystery of religion ' in th is usage, the context of the epistle shows that 
relig ion and conduct are closely associated . 
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special emphasis of word order chosen by the author. 1 Tim 2:9 begins the main clause 

with an adjunct which leads into the section listing the qualifications and behaviour of 

wives. The three infinitive complements in 2: 12 introduce their main clauses and are the 

focal thematic points following the imperative ' learn ' in the previous verse. 172 The 

adjunct in the support material focuses on Eve in the creation order. This is appropriate 

since the focus of the subunit is on wives. The formulaic phrase in 3: 1 is the complement 

of the main clause and adds prominence to the destination and point of departure. The 

complement in the apodosis of the conditional aphoristic statement places emphasis on 

the fact that the person who desires the office of overseer desires a good thing. This is 

highly significant if the expectation is for women to seek this position as well. The same 

fronting of complements occurs in the other two clause complexes which are concerned 

about trained leadership. The complement fronts the clauses related to novices and to 

those seeking the office of deacon. The author has a clear concern for mature, well taught 

and well trained leaders and links these three thematic elements together. The 

complement again fronts the main clause in the central sentence of the destination. 

Linearization demonstrates and highlights thematic material and emphases, not only at 

the clause level, but at the discourse level. 

An important temporal marker in the suppoli material highlights the fact that 

Adam was formed TIPWWC;. This provides insight into the material in vv. 11 , 12 and will 

172 This is an important issue concerning prominence and the first person lIsed by the author. The instructi on is more 
important in the text than the author's opinion. Contra Hanson 's view that thi s is markedl y stronger than Paul 



be addressed below. A further temporal indicator in 3: 10 qualifies the requirements for 

the person desiring to be a deacon. S/he must be proven first (npwlOv). 

These temporal and spatial markers, though limited in this unit, function to 

provide cohesion and emphasize thematic elements in the unit. One functions at the co

text level and the other at the discourse level. 

IV. Summary 

81 

This unit is tied together by a strong cohesive structure that involves many elements. The 

author introduces the unit with expectations for the recipient before moving to the two 

main participants in the unit, husbands and wives. The lists clearly demonstrate his 

dominant thematic focus on moral and godly behaviour as well as the educational 

qualifications necessary for leadership within the church. 

There is little disagreement over the division of paragraphs or subunits within this 

passage, the one critical exception being whether 3: 1 belongs to the previous subunit or 

the subunit following. As noted above, some believe it should be divided in the middle of 

the verse. Most include it with the following subunit or paragraph, but I have 

demonstrated that it should be understood as both the destination of one subunit and the 

point of depmture of the next. 

Although many elements need to be considered below, there is clear evidence 

from the thematic structure of the text that the author is concerned about mature, taught, 

employs. Hanson. Pastoral Epistles, 72 . 
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trained leadership and his instructions in the qualification section on wives relates to this 

concern. Injunctions hindering service are temporary in these two subunits. The wife 

must first learn, the novice must first mature, and all must be tested first. The goal of this 

unit is to provide the recipient with a working model of qualifications so that ElO'flC; lTWC; 

OEl EV O'lK4J 8EOU aVaOtpE<pEo8al (you will know how one ought to behave in the church 

of God) (3: 15). 

A. Analysis of 1 Tim 4: 1-6 

I. Field 

This is a short unit strategically placed before the parenetic section. It returns to the topic 

of the first unit with its focus on defection from the faith; however, it appears to look 

forward to future expectation. 173 In a sense, it could be considered the antithesis of the 

previous unit, which sought to prepare the church with well trained, taught leadership 

(3:14-15). 

There is a dramatic shift from the perfective aspect of 3: 16 to the foreground 

imperfective aspect in this unit. There is one perfective aspect in v. 3 and two stative 

participles. The text is largely carried forward by non-finite verb forms with only three 

finite verb tense-forms in the unit and one case of ellipsis in v. 4. The two stative 

participles are used to frontground the contrast between those who have their conscience 

173 See below for discussion on the temporal relat ion related to thi s verse and the arguments in favour of seeing thi s as a 
present concern for the church. 
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seared and those who recognize the truth, with the present calTying the foreground 

information about the exposition and elTor of those following false teaching. Error results 

from an unwillingness to receive the truth which leads to having their conscience seared 

and TIPOOExoV'rEs TIVEUIlCWlV TIAaVOls Kat. Ol<SaOKaAlals oalllovlwV (give themselves to 

lying spirits and demonic teaching). The perfective (aorist tense-form) aspect is again 

used for background information. This pattern of fore grounding and frontgrounding 

provides the focus on false teaching and its results, and is a fitting close to the body with 

its concerns. 

Causality provides a contrastive function related to the various results based upon 

who people listen to. The active is used as the default with the passive introduced in the 

list to demonstrate that those who give themselves to lying spirits and demonic teaching 

will have their conscience seared. ElTor leads to devastating results and needs to be 

avoided. 

Domain 12 is prevalent in this passage. Functionally, this domain places the 

issues of life on the cosmic battlefield. The evil spirits attempt to dist0l1 creation and the 

purposes of God, as is also the case in the previous subunit with the concern for novices 

and the deception of Eve in the previous subunit. Semantic Domain 33 continues to calTY 

thematic significance. Rather than recognizing the truth, people heed lying and demonic 

(teachings) olOaOKaAlals. The elTors that follow are the result of the false teaching. There 

is a strong domain connection between the idea of teaching in this passage and the 

prevalence of domain 31 relating to holding a view or trust. The references to faith and 
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truth are related to sound doctrine. Although not as prevalent as in the previous unit, the 

author continues his orientation toward domains 88 and 53. There are references to liars 

and hypocrites which relates to moral character. In contrast, God ' s judgments are morally 

good, which means that maniage and eating are not morally neutral ideas, but are good 

morally when received with thanksgiving and prayer. 

B. Tenor 

The Spirit, who was introduced for the first time at the end of the preceding unit, is 

reintroduced here as the one who reveals this assertion. The other major participants are 

those following enoneous teaching, introduced by the indefinite pronoun HVEt;. The Spirit 

provides the authority for the indictment against these teachers. These provide cohesion 

with the concerns raised throughout the body of the letter. 

C.Mode 

Prominence is created in this unit by the two perfect pat1iciples (one passive) and present 

forms along with the use of the dative nouns in describing the source of error that will 

occur in the last days (dative). Other than the vocative, the dative is the most marked 

case. 174 The sh0l1ness of the unit makes it difficult to determine a point of depat1ure and a 

destination as both seem to be incorporated in the five verses. It is cohesively linked to 

the first unit in the body, but here it bookends the section, closing out the body section 

and leading into the parenetic section of the letter. Prominence is also indicated by the 

174 Westfall , Discollrse Analysis, 60 . 
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introduction of the prophetic statement and by the naming of the Spirit as the one who 

states PTj1:WC; (explicitly) what will take place. The author appears to believe that doctrinal 

error is going to continue in Ephesus. 

Cohesion is maintained with the previous text by the use of of:. It contrasts the 

truth reflected about Jesus and the expected behaviour in the church with what is 

expected to happen in the future. The author also maintains cohesion throughout the unit 

using other particles, various pronouns, as in other units. 

The placing of this apostasy in the future is based solely on the use of temporal 

deixis. The phrase EV UOTEPOlC; K£XlPOI.C; (in latter days) is used to place the error in a 

future time (possibly at the end of days). 175 Whenever it is to occur, the author foresees 

future doctrinal elTor. 

D. Summary 

The author demonstrates his concern about the nature of apostasy in the church. Apostasy 

is evident in the present condition of the church, and the Spirit's message suggests that it 

will continue to be present in the future as well. False teaching will be teaching based on 

175 Dibelius and Conzelmann downplay the temporal marker and suggest that this fa lse teaching is already present and 
is " the only part of the epi stle which dea ls systematicall y with the false teaching." Pastoral Epistles. 64. There 
appears to be no warrant for thi s assumption and it should be regarded as warn ing the church about future apostasy. 
even as it faces the present concerns. There are signs throughout the epistle of some of the problems being faced and 
none of them appear to align with the teaching in thi s unit. This unit appears to be the closing book end of the body 
of the epist le whi ch opened with the present condition and closed with the future. See al so Hanson, Pastoral 
Epistles. 86-7. Knight also suggests that ' ·the IT community used futuri stic sounding language to dcscribe the 
present age." Knight , COl/uJ/entCIIY. 189. However, the one temporal future tense verb is used to state expectat ion not 
to announce something in the future. The author is warn ing the recipient that the Sp irit says to expect these things 
and the phrase the latter days seems to place it in the future though it may be considered the imminent future. 



86 

lying spirits and doctrines of demons. The author has emphasized the need to focus on 

training leaders, but he must have been concerned that this present problem would never 

be completely eradicated. This is a fitting end to the unit and the heavy emphasis on 

education and testing for leadership. 
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Parenesis (4:6-6:21) 

The parenetic section of the letter contains clusters of directive (Imperative) mood forms 

interspersed with asseliive spans usually supplying support material for the directives. 

This section is heavily concentrated with second singular references, indicating that these 

directives are of special concern to the recipient of the letter. There are also several spans 

where the third person imperative is used for the direction given to others in the church. 

This section shifts from the strictly organizational concerns to practical issues in this 

particular church. 

There are two units within this section. The first unit (4:6-16) concentrates on 

general directives to the recipient to prepare him for his ministry in the church. The 

second unit (5: 1-6: 19) involves directives concerning procedures for dealing with various 

people groups in the church, beginning with a general directive concerning the recipient ' s 

behaviour toward others and then expanding to the specific groups. In each of these 

practical issues, there continues to be a concern for sound teaching and good moral 

behaviour. There are several subunits that will be discussed within each unit. 

A. Analysis of 1 Tim 4:6-16 

Although the entire parenetic section could be dealt with as one large unit, it should be 

divided because of the paliicipant shift from emphasis on the recipient to emphasis on 

other participant groups within the church. The second unit shifts its focus to the 



recipient 's call to address others in the church,176 while this first unit focuses on the 

recipient 's personal commitment to godly living and sound teaching. Godly behaviour 

and teaching have been consistent themes throughout, but they are now applied to the 

recipient directly before being applied to the various participant groups in this epistle. 

1. Field 

88 

This first unit consists of mainly the imperfective (present tense-form) aspect and is 

presented as foreground material, as is also evident through the dominant use of the first 

and second person. The two stative aspect verbs are strategically placed at the point of 

departure and destination of the first paragraph of the unit. The first is used by the author 

as a positive affirmation of the recipient rrapl)KOAOu8l)Kac; (to follow closely), which 

would be indicative of the beginning of a parenetic section where the recipient is going to 

be asked to provide direction for the church. The recipient required encouragement so 

that he would take a strong leadership position. After the affirmation about his orthodoxy, 

the author continues to encourage the recipient to live a godly life using foreground 

verbal forms. The destination perfect tense-fOlID verb gains prominence by using the first 

person plural ending ~ArrlKaf..lEV (v. 10, to hope) to focus on the hope that they both have 

in the midst of difficult situations. This formation may be indicative of the concern about 

the recipient' s timidity expressed in 2 Tim 1 :6-8, but it could also be explained by the 

depth of concern about the problem of false teaching in the church at Ephesus. The 

176 See below. 
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concern for orthodoxy would also explain the encouragement that follows. He had 

received his calling and gifting by the laying on of hands (1 Tim 4: 14; see also 2 Tim 

1 :6). The future tense-form verb is used in the point of departure and the destination of 

the unit to emphasize the author's expectation for the recipient. In 4: 16, the author 

expects that fulfillment of these things will save (OWOElc;) both the recipient and his 

listeners. 177 Aspect demonstrates the author's concerns. He instructs the recipient to 

confront the false teaching in the church and to remember his calling and gifting because 

it will be a difficult task. 

The unmarked active voice indicates that the subject is the main source of 

causality in this unit, with the exception of the two passives, one in the background 

information in v.14 and the other in the more prominent point of departure in v. 6. In this 

instance, it is used with other features indicating prominence. The domains of teaching 

and faith are the recipient 's concern. 

This unit begins the shift to the parenetic material in the epistle. However, there 

continues to be a thematic focus on the Semantic Domains previously introduced in the 

body of the letter. The author continues to elucidate the need to teach sound doctrine and 

live godly, moral lives in a church where false teaching was infiltrating the body, drawing 

attendees away from the truth. Domain 33 , related to teaching, appears in v. 6 

177 The exact meaning of this clause is unclear. Does it refer to keeping them out of doctrinal error or does it imply a 
sa lvific eternal cond ition? There are strong arguments on e ither side and it is difficult to make a de finiti ve statement in 
thi s case, but I believe thi s may be a case of the former, as I believe the author strays from hi s normal use ofo0(w 
both here and in 2: 15. See below. 
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iJTTOHeE~EVOS (to make known, teach), EJ)'tPE¢O~EVOs (to train in), OlOCXOKCXAlCXs (teaching); 

v. 11 TTcxpaYYEAAE mum KCXL OLOCXOKE (command and teach these things); v. 13 TTPOOEXE "CD 

avcxyvwoEl (give attendance to reading), "CD TTCXpCXKA~OEl (exhortation), "CD OlOCXOKCXALt;( 

(teaching); and v. 16 OlOCXOKCXAlt;( (doctrine). Significantly, there is a confluence of these 

domains at the points of departure for the unit and second paragraph, as well as at the 

destination of the unit. Semantic Domain 88 is also prominent in this unit and interacts 

with domain 33 acting as the goal of true teaching and in opposition to false teaching. 

There are two occurrences of this domain in v. 6 and in v. 7 as well as one occurrence of 

domain 53 in v. 7 (and one in v. 8). Domain 88 then reappears in the point of departure 

of the next paragraph (v. 12 2x). The interaction between these three domains, as well as 

the call to avoid false teaching in v. 7, continues the cohesive links between teaching and 

behaviour evidenced elsewhere in this epistle. 

II. Tenor 

As noted, the major paliicipant in this unit is the recipient, although the frequent use of 

the imperative directly relates this instruction to the authority of the author who is writing 

these directives to the recipient. The predominant use of the second person singular is to 

be expected when the focus is upon the recipient' s personal actions and attitudes. The 

author is addressing issues related to the recipient personally with the expectation of 

obedience. At the destination of the first paragraph, the marked first person plural form is 

used three times (the final one a stative aspect) creating prominence at the destination of 

the paragraph. The author includes himself with the recipient to emphasize their shared 
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burden for ministry and their common hope. Although, there is a hierarchal relationship, 

there is also shared authority within this church. The recipient is directed to use the 

authority he has received to teach others and to command respect by his positive 

behaviour (4: 11-12). The author includes a first person singular reference relating to his 

travel plans (as he has before in 3: 14 at the destination of the unit on qualifications for 

leadership) before introducing the importance of the teaching. 178 The second person 

singular participant chain interacts with the process chains of teaching or instructing and 

with the other dominant semantic chains. These chain interactions focus the text on the 

concerns related to the recipient's hierarchal position and call to instruct the church. 179 

The recipient is directed to give the instructions in this subunit to the church. The 

first person plural verbs at the destination of the first paragraph (4: 1 0) provide additional 

prominence. The preponderance of second person singular references indicates the 

importance of this instruction to the recipient, as do the cluster of directional verbs. The 

recipient is to consider this teaching carefully so that he might have courage to command 

and teach these instructions (v. 11) to the congregation. Leaders need to be trained so 

they can train others and the recipient is not exempt from the qualifications listed in 

chapters 2, 3. The recipient has authority, but he is also under authority. 

178 This may be another means of ensuring that the recipient heads hi s instructions. If the author is coming, the recipient 
must be sure to incorporate what he has been place under authority to do. 

179 See below. 
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The shift to the parenetic section is established by the substantial increase in the 

imperative (directive) verbs. Attitude, patiicularly with the number of imperatives, is 

linked to the second person singular verbs. The recipient is being directed by the author to 

do something. These directives appear gradually in this new unit (4:7 2x) before 

increasing exponentially in the second paragraph. In the second paragraph, there are 10 

imperatives (one third person in v. 12) compared to one subjunctive and three indicatives. 

There is a clear shift in the nature of the discourse at this point, since prior to this unit 

there were only four imperatives-all third person singular imperatives addressed to other 

participants. 180 This trend will continue, varying in frequency, throughout the unit. Most 

of the directives in this unit refer to expectations for the recipient ' s own behaviour, 

practices and attitudes, which distinguishes it from the following unit. The author is using 

his hierarchal position to instruct the recipient so that the recipient can exercise the 

authority, he has received, with effectiveness in the church. 

III. Mode 

Prominence is a textual function, but is often influenced by verbal aspect and by person 

and number. Prominence, in this subunit, is created by the use of the perfect tense-form 

verbs at two key junctures (the first paragraph point of departure and destination vv. 6, 

10). These second person stative aspect verb indicate prominence at the beginning of the 

parenetic section highlighting what will follow in specific instructions. The stative aspect, 

in combination with several first person plural references , contributes to prominence in 

180 See above. 
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the destination of the first paragraph. Authority comes with conflict and struggle, but they 

are to persevere through their hope in the living God. 

There are a number of cohesive devices used in this unit. The shift to the second 

person in v. 6 continues to be linked to the previous verse by 1:almX and the call to place 

these lJTIon8EIlEVOe; (instructions) before the believers. These instructions are to prepare 

the recipient and his congregation so that they can resist the present and expected 

apostasy. The recipient ' s role is to teach the believers these instructions so that they may 

be warned, and by doing so, the recipient will be a good servant. Verse 6 is the central 

sentence in this unit and provides cohesion between the warning of the previous unit and 

the personal instruction to the recipient in this unit. The conjunction yap, in v. 8, 

introduces support material as an enhancement of the antecedent clause using the 

metaphor of physical training (one who exercises diligently to keep his/her body in 

shape). The metaphor and its application to disciplined godly living lead to the repetition 

of the formulaic phrase already referred to in 1: 15 and 3: 1. 

This final inclusion ma1:oe; 0 'Aoyoe; in 1 Tim 4:9 provides discourse level cohesion 

as well as cohesion within the unit. It refers anaphorically to the main and dependent 

clause. It adds prominence to the concept of training in the central sentence (v. 6), to the 

contrast between the false teachers (v. 7) and the godly training of self-discipline (v. 7), 

and to the metaphor of physical training and the more important concept of godliness 

training (v. 8). This final concept appears to be the actual aphoristic statement, used in 

support of the previous call to self-discipline (as indicated by the use of yap in the 
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aphoristic statement). The formulaic phrase and aphorism function as the destination of 

one paragraph and the point of departure for the parenesis in the next paragraph. Thus the 

initial two directives in v. 7 relate specifically to this 'trustworthy saying' and this 

anaphoric referent is indicative of the previous uses of this formulaic phrase (supporting 

my argument that wives were included in the 3: 1 aphoristic statement). Prior to the new 

paragraph, however, the conjunction and phrase ELc; LOtrW yap introduces support 

material, which is continued with the KCXL and on clauses (v. 10). In this support material, 

the destination of the paragraph is completed and the recipient is made aware of the 

difficulty of godly discipline, but also of the hope that is the anchor in these pursuits. 

Verse 11 introduces a new paragraph and enters into a predominantly parenetic 

excursus which was hinted at in v. 7. This parenetic section includes the shift to the 

recipient's interaction with others rather than third person assertive advice in the body of 

the epistle. As mentioned above, the demonstrative deictic marker mum in v. 11 links the 

two imperatives to the preceding ' trustwOlihy saying' and componential cohesion 

continues with the focus on the Semantic Domain of 'teaching and instruction' in the 

second command. However, the demonstrative probably links this section to all that 

preceded it in the body section with its requirements for leadership, making those 

instructions directives to be implemented by the recipient. However, the deictic marker is 

also a cataphoric reference, pointing to the directives which follow in the parenetic 

section. 
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The inclusion of the first person verb with the temporal deictic markerEwc; (v. 13) 

provides cohesion at the discourse level. The author' s personal assertions or directives 

are introduced at various points in the epistle. 181 With the exception of the first 

occurrence, each of these first person singular references leads to an exhortation, 

including the one in 2:12 with the author' s exhortation to wives to correct their ungodly 

and immoral behaviour. 182 This cohesion ties the larger discourse together and points to 

key thematic elements in the epistle. The concluding focus on salvation in the destination 

of the unit appears to refer to deliverance from apostasy in this instance. I will argue that 

deliverance is the meaning implied by the use of o~(w in 2: 15 as well. 183 

At the clause level , there are further ties throughout the unit, many of which are 

tied to the thematic element of teaching and doctrine. The enhancing conjunction '[va 

along with the deictic demonstratives (1'(XlJ't'(X, 'Wt),WlC; 15 2x; 'Wll'tO yap 16) focus the text 

on sound doctrine. This is enhanced by the use of the Semantic Domain of ' teaching and 

instruction' again in vv. 13 and 16. The demonstratives in vv. 15, 16 are deictic markers 

pointing to the importance of practicing the doctrine or teaching that has been placed in 

the recipient's care. "Those who hear you" ('Wuc; eX.KOUOVHX,C; oou) cohesively ties the 

antecedent material to the point of departure for the next unit which will discuss the 

various groups needing instruction. 

181 See 1:3 ; 3:14-5; 5:2 1; 6 :1 3. 
182 See below in the State of Current Research section. 
183 See above. 
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The prominence created by various elements at points of depaliure or in 

destination clauses is called "zones of turbulence" by Westfall. 184 Word order is one of 

the elements used in determining these zones of turbulence at the beginning of this 

parenetic section. The first two main clauses in the central sentence in vv. 6, 7 alter the 

default word order. The first begins with an adjunct and the second with a complement. 

This is highly indicative of the author ' s stylistic approach to creating prominence. 18S He 

likewise changes word order at the end of the first paragraph with the formulaic phrase 

and the shift to the suppOli material. This linearization indicates disjunction at the points 

of departure by shifting from the default word order at these points of prominence, as 

well as at points of contrast and/or emphasis at the clause level. In this parenetic material, 

word order is commonly shifted from the usual pattern discussed above demonstrating a 

shift in focus to the direction given rather than the recipient who is to do the directing. 

IV. Summary 

The parenetic section begins in v. 6 of this chapter with the opening paragraph 

functioning as an introductory paragraph. It focuses specifically on the recipient in 

relation to the parenesis. The body of the parenetic section begins in the second 

paragraph of this initial unit and focuses on the recipient and his attitude toward the 

ministry and on his expected behaviour in the midst of a troubled church. It ends with the 

thematic goal of the unit, delivering both the recipient and the hearers from the present 

184 Westfall. Discourse Analysis, 34. She draws this term from Longacre, The Grallllllar of Discourse, 38. 
185 See above exampl es under lin eari zation in the previous units. 
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and expected manifestation of false teaching. There is general unanimity concerning the 

breaks within this unit. 

A. Analysis of 1 Tim 5:1-6:2 

This unit communicates directives related to various groups within the church at Ephesus. 

After a brief overview of attitudes toward the various age groups in the church (5:1 , 2),186 

the author shifts to specific groups: widows and their families (5 :3-16), elders (5: 17 -22), 

(a personal digression related to the health of the recipient and the evidence of sin in the 

congregation [5:22-25]) and slaves (6:1-2). Participants again are key factors in the 

determining breaks within this unit as outlined above, but there are fUliher participant 

shifts in the widows' unit. It shifts from widows and their families (5:2-8), to the 

expectations for older and younger widows (5:9-15) before returning to family 

responsibilities (focusing on women with widows (5: 15a)) as a lead in to the destination 

of the passage which emphasizes the church ' s responsibility to care for truly needy 

widows (5: 15b). This discourse analysis will highlight important issues throughout this 

unit, but it will focus primarily on 5 :9-15 and their thematic relationship to thesis. 

I. Field 

There are a number of shifts in verbal aspect within this unit, especially within the first 

subunit, which clarifies the distribution of responsibility for the care of the third major 

186 Contra Dibelius and Conzelmann . They believe the di stinction between what foll ows in 5:3 is a di stincti on between 
"popular moral philosophy" and regulations related to church order. Pastoral tpistles, 72. Understanding thi s as 
introduction into proper care of various parti cipant groups within the church provides a better explanati on for the two 
verses. 
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group in the church, widows. There must have been a substantial number of widows and 

the church could not possibly care for or support them all. Verbal aspect demonstrates the 

author' s deep concern about this issue and the importance of dealing with the behaviour 

and qualifications of widows. 

The imperfective imperative form of 1f(XpaKaAEw marks the point of depatture of this 

unit. The recipient is called upon to give direction a specific group (x~pas) in v. 3. The 

recipient is to 'tLlla (honour) those who are really widows (having no means of family 

support). The context of honour in 1 Tim seems to imply monetary support within the 

church. Under Semantic Domain 57, it has the sense of ' setting a price on.' 187 The perfect 

participle and perfect finite tense-form verb are then used to frontground the ov'tws (real) 

widow who IlEIlOVWIlEVll (has no relatives) and therefore must ~A1TlKEV (hope) in God 

(implying the support of the church) (v. 5). The imperfective aspect then foregrounds the 

actions of such a widow in the church. A contrast exists between this committed needy 

widow and the widow who lives self-indulgently (present participle), who the author 

argues is 'tE8vllKEV (dead, stative aspect) while she (waa (lives, imperfective patticiple). 

The church in this second case should not support her (v. 6). The frontground material 

emphasizes which widows deserve and should be given church support while the 

foreground material explains the various conditions and relationships related to widows 

within the church community. There is clear evidence that there were widows and wives 

187 See Louw and lida. 
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those who met certain qualifications should be supported and function in church roles. 
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The discourse shifts to specify qualifications for a widow who is K(X1(XAEYE08w (to 

be placed on the list) (present tense-form) (v. 9). The age requirement is frontgrounded 

(perfect tense-form pat1iciple) before foregrounding (present tense-form participle) the 

requirement of having been the wife of only one husband. Again the use of yuv~ and 

&v~p clearly refers to a husband and wife relationship, not simply men and women, thus 

supporting my argument in 2:11 , 12. The remainder of the requirements for the widow 

who meets these qualifications are placed in the background (aorist tense-form). These 

qualifications focus on social, moral and ethical behavioural issues in the church. The 

shift back to the foreground introduces the topic of widows who do not meet the 

frontground condition of being put on the list previously mentioned (i.e., the younger 

widows; those under 60). The negative qualities of this group are foregrounded while the 

background reason for the actions and consequences uses the perfective (aorist tense

form) aspect (vv. 11-13). The author then offers his advice to these younger widows 

using the present tense-form finite and non-finite verbs (v. 14). These young widows are 

to marry and act respectably in the home rather than take pat1 in the inappropriate 

behaviour of the women in their cultural context. This passage deals with the issue of 

single women, since widows were probably the only large group of single women in the 

church. (These qualifications reflect issues in this first-century cultural context of Asia 

Minor and may, or may not, reflect issues related to single women today.) 
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The frontgrounded introduction of the elders in the next subunit focuses on those 

elders who TIpOEOt0'rrEs (rule well, perfect tense-form participle) (v. 17). Here again, 

provision is only given to those who are trained and do their job well. The remainder of 

the subunit focuses on issues related to these elders and the personal digression about the 

recipient's health issues. The imperfective aspect imperative in v. 17 provides direction 

for the treatment of elders. The imperfective aspect continues through v. 21 a. The present 

tense-form participle following this directive elaborates which elders are to be considered 

worthy (the primary concern is for those who teach and preach the word faithfully). The 

indicative that follows provides exophoric support material for the directive. Two fUl1her 

imperatives are then added with the marked subjunctive, which indicates the reason for 

the second of the two imperatives (vv. 19, 20). Correction of elders is necessary so that 

the church may be warned and corrected. Together, they provide instructions for handling 

conflict concerning elders and the congregation. The marked imperfective aspect 

subjunctive adds prominence to the author's concern that the recipient displays a correct 

attitude toward elders. He then provides specific directives concerning the choice of 

elders and elucidates his concern that the recipient protects himself from involvement in 

the sins of others (vv. 21 , 22). 

The final subunit is short and is entirely foreground material dealing with the 

requirements for slaves. (There is little in this section related to the thesis argument.) The 

more marked imperfective aspect subjunctive, in 6: 1, provides the reason for the present 

tense-form imperative that precedes it. Slaves are to honour their masters so that God ' s 
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name and word are not blasphemed. They are to display moral and ethical behaviour. 

Two present tense-form imperatives close the unit and serve both as directives for the 

destination of this subunit and the point of departure for the next subunit. The directives 

continue to emphasize the need to teach and urge obedience. 188 

Causality is largely realized by the default active voice in this unit. The recipient is 

the agent who directs the people of the church to follow the instructions. There are only a 

few exceptions which break from the default voice and the first is in a place of 

prominence. The passive perfect tense-form participle flEflovwflEVll is used to indicate 

who the church should consider to be a real widow (v. 5). Two more passives, with 

imperfective (present tense-form) aspect, occur at the point of departure in the list of 

qualifications for widows who are to be put on the church list (vv. 9-10). The agent in 

both cases is the church, but in the second case, it may also include the greater social 

recognition of her good works. The next passive voice verb occurs in v. 17 at another 

prominent juncture in the text. It is placed strategically at the point of departure of a new 

subunit following the stative participle. It addresses how ruling elders are to be treated. 

They are to be a~LOuo8wolXv (considered wOlthy) of double honour. TLflf]C; (honour) is 

again referring to the necessity of providing monetary SUppOlt. In this case, it is for 

elders, while the verbal form 1lflIX was used in the previous subunit for widows (v. 3). 

188 Hanson's asserti on that these two imperati ves are "primarily a device from moving from one topic to the nex t"· 
recogni zes the cohesive nature of these directions, but fa ils to note their prominence as destinati on and po int of 
departure statements for the two units. Hanson, Pastoral Epistles. 106. See above. 
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The author is clearly concerned about who should and should not be supported 

financially. The qualifications are related to teaching and to moral and ethical behaviour. 

Semantic Domains again provide cohesion, mark prominence and clarify lexical 

meanings in this unit. Semantic Domain 10 provides strong cohesion within the unit as 

well as indicating disjunction at divisions between subunits. Different church kinship 

groups and people groups are addressed. This provides cohesion at the greater discourse 

level since the body of the letter was also concerned with kinship groups (husbands and 

wives). 

Semantic Domains 53 and 88 again appear in the descriptions (positive and 

negative) of the children of widows and widows themselves. Domain 88, in particular, is 

a dominant domain used when the lists of qualifications are elucidated for specific people 

or people groups in this epistle. It reoccurs in reference to the recipient of the letter in 

5:22. He is to keep himself pure. This domain interacts with the domain of works. Some 

people ' s sins (domain 88) will be revealed openly and the good (domain 88) works 

(domain 42) of others will not be hidden (vv. 24, 25). The connection between these two 

domains is apparent throughout this unit (5:10 2x, 5:25 , and in another form EUEPYEO llXs 

6:2). The final use of domain 88 in this unit describes the proper behaviour of slaves 

toward their masters and the good works of the believing masters which should be 

honoured. The combination of these two domains provides cohesion throughout the letter 

(2: 10; 3: 1; 6: 18). Its dominance in lists of qualifications provides strong evidence that the 
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list in chapt. 2 regarding women relates to qualifications and that the word ~ouXla should 

be regarded as belonging to Semantic Domain 88. 

The Semantic Domains related to teaching or doctrine and learning (domains 33, 

27) again provide cohesion at the discourse level, as will be discussed below, but they 

also provide meaning in the text and demonstrate the concern about false doctrine. As 

noted, domain 33 is a broad domain focusing on ' communication' with ' teaching or 

doctrine ' being only a small subsection of the domain, but a crucial part in this pm1icular 

letter. The recipient is called to address the behaviour and belief of various people and 

people groups in this epistle. To correct the older men in the church, the recipient is to 

TTapaKaAEl (urge or appeal to them) (5: 1) rather that rebuke them. The contrast clearly 

suggests that he is to instruct them concerning improper behaviour. The same verb 

applies to his interaction (through ellipsis) with the younger men, and older and younger 

women. Children and grandchildren are to llav8avE-twoav (learn) godliness and are to care 

for those in their own family (v. 4). The recipient is again reminded to mlrca TTapaYYEAAE 

(give these instructions) '[va aVETTlArU1TTLOl wow (so that they may be above criticism) (v. 

7). The negative qualities are contrasted also. The younger widows apyal llav8aVOuolv 

(learn to be lazy) and develop other negative qualities (v. 13). The ruling elders are to 

focus on preaching and on 6l6aOKaAltf (teaching, focusing on the content of what is 

taught) (v. 17). The demonstrative in v. 21 points to the instructions that have been given 

already and the recipient is directed mum ¢uAa~1JC; (to guard or keep these instructions). 

Although domain 33 is not specifically mentioned in this verse or in v. 7, there is a clear 
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concern for sound doctrinal teaching in the church. The author is concerned that 

inappropriate behaviour by slaves could lead to God's 6U)£XOK£XAl£X (doctrine) being 

blasphemed (6:1). The destination of the unit again marks this primary concern for 

COlTect teaching in the church. The recipient is directed to mlrm 6l6£XOKE K£Xt. 'TT£XP£XKtXAEl 

(teach and urge adherence to his teaching) in v. 2. Here, as in the aforementioned cases, 

the demonstrative references the instruction provided by the author in this letter as a 

means of countering the false teaching that was afflicting this church. Qualified, sound 

teachers were essential to the church in the opinion of the author. 

II . Tenor 

The author now begins to interact with the recipient in a more authoritative manner. He 

provides specific directives which are related to the care of the church. The recipient is to 

follow the author' s instructions and act in a certain way and teach celiain things to the 

church (the domains of behaviour and teaching focus not only on the third person 

participants but also on the recipient). Participant groups change and continue to indicate 

changes to new subunits. The references to the recipient form one major patiicipant chain 

in the parenetic statements, but the participant chain formed by the referents to the 

directives in the parenetic material changes in each subunit. The first subunit focuses on 

two participant chains, widows and their families, while the second subunit shifts to 
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elders before turning specifically to the recipient 1 
89 and finally to those who are sinning in 

the church. The third subunit refers to two participant groups, slaves and masters. 

The third person references convey the bulk of the details related to the directions. 

The recipient is the direct line of authority in relation to the participant groups and he is 

being given the information and authority necessary to direct and care for them. The 

recipient is to implement the qualifications related to widows who are to be placed on the 

list. The recipient must also implement the restrictions placed on young widows. A more 

marked first person singular form interjects the author's desire for these younger widows. 

This is consistent with the author's practice of setting his authoritative seal over the 

instructions related to correcting improper behaviour, as in 2: 12. The next subunit shifts 

to elders where the recipient is being instructed regarding the proper response to the 

elders in the church. The recipient has the authority over these elders and must handle all 

disciplinary matters (5:19-20). 

As with the previous unit in this section, the directive attitude is predominant, as 

expected in a parenetic section. The asseliions and projections in this unit are most often 

used as expansions of specific directions. The imperative in v. 7 focuses on a major 

theme of giving these instructions. This is followed by a subjunctive, highlighting the 

reason for giving these instructions (so that they may be above criticism). The third 

189 It is questionable whether thi s should be considered a new subunit or just a di gression from the main theme to a 
concern for the overall well being of the recipi ent both spiritually (v. 22) and physicall y in (v. 23). This may simply 
refl ect the melding of two registers in one subunit creat ing a zone of turbulence. If thi s shift is considered to be a part 



106 

person imperative is followed by a string of conditional indicatives. These assertive verbs 

describe the process for determining which widows should be placed on the list. 19o The 

imperative/subjunctive pairing in v. 11 again provides a directive concerning younger 

widows followed by a projection elucidating the reason for the directive (they will turn 

away from Christ). The projection again is more marked. 191 The third person references 

are the recipients of the authoritative teaching that is to be given by the recipient of the 

epistle. The directives are supported with reasons for the commands using the subjunctive 

and indicative references. 

III. Mode 

a. Analysis of 1 Tim 5:1-16 

Prominence is created in this subunit through the use of the second person imperatives 

and the more marked subjunctive in the introduction to the subunit. When these marked 

features also include the introduction of a new participant chain, then we have a clear 

indication of a point of depatture or a prominence shift. A prominence shift is indicated 

in this new paragraph by the use of an imperative passive verb followed by a stative verb 

at the beginning of a list of qualifications for a widow who is to be placed on the list (v. 

9). The second person imperative, followed by the third person subjunctive, emphasizes a 

shift to the younger widows (v. 11). The first person verb presents the directives to these 

of the prev ious subunit then the digression into the wellbeing of the recipient is followed by a return ( 0 the issue of sin 
in v. 22 . 

190 In these indicative spans there are often non-finite form s that provide furth er qualifi cations for being placed on the 
li st. 
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younger widows. These all elucidate the importance of restricting ministry and care to

those who qualify on the basis oftheir appropriate ethical and moral behaviour.

As noted, the Semantic Domain of 'moral and ethical behaviour' again carries

thematic prominence and creates cohesion. The Semantic Domain of 'teaching and

instruction' is prominent in vv. 4, 7 and 13. Further, there is the call to &YVEL/f (purity)

and EuoEpElv (piety) in vv. 2 and 4 (domain 53).192

b. Analysis of 1 Tim 5:17-25

The author creates prominence through the use of the stative participle and the passive

imperative at the point of departure of the subunit. His direction to the recipient is marked

in vv. 19 and 20 through the combination of imperative and the subjunctive verbs. The

cluster of imperatives and second person verbs along with the marked dative pronoun and

noun in v. 22 establishes the importance of choosing elders who are morally qualified to

be in leadership.

Establishing cohesion within this subunit is problematic because ofvv. 23-25.

There are issues related to their cohesion internally as well as its external connection to

the preceding co-text. The participant shifts in these verses could indicate a subunit shift.

However, the thematic focus of the last verse is problematic as well. The subunit focuses

191 This reinforces my argument that women in the church were acting inappropriately and were following the lead of
their pagan neighbours. See below for further discussion ofthe influences of goddess cult religions in Asia Minor.

192 See also 5:6, 7 (aVETILA,l1i-LTI'WL 'blameless, above criticism', although Louw and Nida consider this to be the
'communication domain', it real1y reflects the character ofthe participant), la, 11 (Kat(WtpllVL&OWOw the verb
form means sensual desires which relates to moral behaviour), 13,
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on the recipient's relationship to the elders, describing how they must be treated, but in v. 

23 there is a shift to personal concern for the health of the recipient with no mention of 

the elders. 193 The text then shifts to a discussion on the nature and judgment of sin. 

Although the author does digress in a sense, his digression is cohesively tied to what 

precedes it. 194 The more puzzling question relates to the shift in v. 24. How is it tied to 

what precedes it? The third person plural relates back to the dative plural a~ .. w:p·rl(W; 

&UO'tPl£XU; (sins of others) in v. 22. The recipient has been warned about sins of others in 

v. 22 and the author returns to this theme, after the minor digression, to contrast those 

who sin and those who keep themselves pure. These verses illuminate the need for care in 

the process of choosing leaders. 195 They must prove themselves in knowledge and action. 

Adverbs, conjunctions and demonstratives provide cohesion within the subunit at 

the clause level in every verse within the subunit. Componential ties include the 

repetition of forms ofafl£XP'tl£X (sin) in vv. 22 and 24 (domain 88 references). 

c. Analysis of 1 Tim 6: 1-2 

Prominence has been largely dealt with above. The imperative with the third person 

plural provides the theme for the subunit with the more marked second singular directives 

193 See Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles, 120-1 for hi s discussion on the problems and potential solutions to the apparent 
lack of cohesion. See also Dibelius and Conzelmann who struggle with the relationship of the verses to each other 
and what precedes or follows. Pastoral Epistles, 80-1. Thi s is where discourse analysis can a id in the analys is of text 
and cohesion. There appears to be a tension created by the combinat ion of the familial and adv isory registers. 

194 The previous verse elucidated the author' s concern for the recipi ent 's spiritual health "mUTa\) iXyva\) T~PEl." 
whi ch led to the digression about his care for hi s phys ical health. 

195 Thi s is simil ar to the concern about new con verts and leadership in chapter 3. The author has a clearly de fin ed 

concern about having only qualified leadership in the church. 
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being situated at the destination of the subunit. The recipient is to take these directives 

given to slaves and teach them and urge them. These two directives probably relate to the 

teaching in the previous subunits as well. The entire subunit is in foreground material and 

is therefore of importance to the reader and to those who will receive the direction. 

Linearization, Temporal/Spatial Deixis in 1 Tim 5: 1-6:2 

Word order shifts function in the thematic development and demonstrate that the shifting 

of the typical word order at the beginning of units and subunits is a typical way of 

producing prominence. The introductory elements to the unit in 5: 1, 2 and the central 

thematic sentence of the subunit on widows all shift word order to begin with a 

complement. The author addresses the recipient but he is not the one receiving the 

direction; widows and their families are the theme of the unit and therefore front the 

clause since they receive the direction (v. 3). The word order again shifts to a fronted 

complement when the author wants to focus on the recipient's responsibility to teach 

these things (v. 7). All the main clauses in vv. 11-13 shift the usual word order and this 

appears to be for the purpose of highlighting why younger widows should not be put on 

the list. Again the author demonstrates his concern about improper behaviour that needs 

to be corrected before adding widows to the list. The fronted temporal adjunct in v. 15 

creates urgency in the author' s wish for them to marry. Marriage is the place where these 

women can learn and develop the qualifications for leadership, according to 1 Tim 2: 11. 

The author continues this pattern of linearization in the next subunit as well. The shifting 
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of word order reflects the prominence in parenetic sections of discourse given to thematic 

participants rather than to the Sayer who is presenting the instruction to them. 

There are several important temporal markers in this unit. The first is TTPWWV (first) 

in 5:4. It is used in the sense of priority. The care of one' s own is where religious practice 

is to begin. It is of utmost imp0l1ance. Once the home is cared for, they can become 

involved in other activities. This same emphasis is evident in the qualification section of 

the body of the letter in chapters 2 and 3. This relationship between home and church is 

an important spatial deictic marker in the epistle as well. There is this repeated contrast 

concerning what goes on in the home environment and how that affects what takes place, 

or should take place, in the church. In the prior section, it relates to leadership and in this 

section it relates to church and private care considerations. The second temporal marker 

is VUKTOs K(xL ~f.lEp(Xs (night and day) and reflects the commitment to continual prayer that 

will be evident in the life of those considered to be ' real widows' (v. 5). In v. 9, the 

temporal marker of age EtWV E~~KOVT(x is a limiting temporal marker. It limits, by age, 

those who may be put on the list for church support. The temporal marker in v. 12 T~V 

TTPWTllV has again the implication of priority. Commitment to Christ must take priority 

over all other things if one is to be supp0l1ed or employed by the church. The temporal 

adverb (Xf.l(X (v. 12, at the same time) is used to fUl1her elucidate the departure of these 

younger widows from this first faith. The next temporal marker continues this 

explanation of why younger widows should not be put on the list. Some have ~611 

(already) turned aside from their first faith to Satan (v. 15). The temporal adverb t£XXEWs 



111 

(quickly) , in v. 22, demonstrates the author' s recurring concern for godly, well trained 

leadership. Leaders must be proven before being placed in leadership roles or there may 

be disastrous results. It may not be readily apparent in all cases that someone is not ready 

(vv. 24,25) so care and time must be taken in the choice process (v. 22). The temporal 

prefix on the verb of ' following ' (E1HX.KOAOu80uOLW) places this concern in the forefront. 

Some people 's sins are not immediately evident, but are only E1HX.KOAOu80uOLW (revealed 

later) so care must be taken in the selection of elders (v. 24). These temporal spatial 

markers are key elements used by the author to emphasize issues related to qualification 

for service or marking out those who are morally or ethically bankrupt. 

IV. Summary 

This unit is cohesively linked through its emphasis on parenesis and the directions given 

to the recipient, but the subunits are clearly marked by the shift in third person 

pmticipants. The unit as a whole is focused on kinship relationships within the church and 

the need for each group to fulfill its obligations so that the church is not overburdened or 

led by those not ready or qualified for leadership. Thus, the conditions for establishing 

who should be supported are based on moral, ethical, and religious considerations; 

however, in the first case (widows), the family situation is also of utmost impoltance. The 

final subunit addresses the concern for the relationship between slaves and their masters 

with emphasis on those having believing masters. This, in the first-century church, would 

have been related to moral , ethical and spiritual issues and the author insists that slaves 

function in the capacity in which they are placed. 
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A. Analysis of 1 Tim 6:3-19 

The final unit in the parenetic section shifts from group relations in the church to one 

element of false teaching that has entered the church. There are false teachers within the 

church teaching ungodly doctrine, against the teachings of Christ (v. 3). The teaching 

concerns riches and its relationship to godliness. 

I. Field 

An extended conditional clause complex, with the foreground concern presented in the 

protasis and the frontground result stated in the apodosis, functions as the point of 

departure for this unit. The theme of sound doctrine continues to dominate the epistle, in 

this case enlightening the recipient in regard to those who do not support sound doctrine. 

Stative aspect verbs and pmticiples frontground this concern while the explanation [or 

their problem uses present tense-forms verbs (one finite and two non-finite) (v. 4). The 

three perfect tense-form verbs (vv. 4, 5) elucidate the state of these false teachers (they 

are extremely proud, have depraved minds, and are deprived of the truth). 196 The final 

present participle in the clause complex explains the nature of their doctrine which will be 

expanded upon and refuted in the body of this unit. These false teachers believe that 

godliness is the means to gaining great riches (v. 5). The imperfective aspect foregrounds 

196 These appear to be the same indictments raised against the wi ves in chapter 2 . They would not li sten to their 
husbands, they were acting inappropriately and they were deceived like Eve. 
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the author's explanation of true godliness, while the first person plural perfective aspect 

verb, in v. 7, reveals background material concerning the true nature of material wealth. 

The epistle then shifts to the instruction of those who have riches in the church. 

This shift is largely foreground material with one stative aspect frontground non-finite 

verb emphasizing the proper perspective toward riches. The rich are not ~A1HKEJ)CX L (to 

hope) in riches; they are to put their trust in God (v. 17). The issue is one of priority. As 

in the case of the younger widows, they are to maintain their ' first faith' because riches 

can potentially lead to defection from this first faith. (We see this similar concern in the 

thesis text where wives are likewise called to learn so that they will not be led astray.) 

The author primarily uses the unmarked active voice for causality, but the use of 

the passive has an imp0l1ant function in this unit. The combination of the passive with the 

perfect tense-form participles in v. 5 suggests the author is adding prominence to the 

apodosis of the conditional statement in the point of departure. The author wants the 

recipient to be aware of the state of those who are teaching doctrine contrary to the sound 

words of Christ. These teachers are in a state of depravity of mind and in a state of being 

deprived of the truth, and as such, they should not be followed. The author returns to 

active voice forms to explain the nature of their error and the correct relationship between 

wealth and godliness. The middle and passive forms are again inserted by the author 

toward the end of his discussion on false teaching. These forms are used to describe the 

condition of people who accept this false teaching. Their striving to attain wealth has led 

them into evil and away from the faith (v. 10). These different forms of causality have 
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been used previously by the author to focus on the thematic issues of the epistle. In this 

case, it reveals the state of both the false teachers and those who listen to their teaching. 

Semantic Domains 53 , 88 and 33 , with their focus on piety and teaching, are 

dominant in the point of departure of the unit with one reference to godly teaching 

(EUOE~ELCW oLOaOKaAlQ:) (v.3). Domains 53 and 33 interact within the point of departure 

text. There is a further explicit reference to teaching other doctrine (hEpooLoaoKaAE'i) 

(v.3) and one implicit reference in the protasis of the conditional clause complex 

(UYLaLVOUOLV A6yOLC~) (v. 3). There are four explicit references to domain 88 (tEtucpwmL, 

cp86voc; , TIOVllpaL, oLEcp8apllEvwv) in vv. 3, 4 and one implicit in the word (~AaocpllIlLaL) in 

the apodosis of the conditional clause complex. There is also one further reference to 

domain 53 in the apodosis (EuOE~ELav) (v. 3). The themes of sound doctrine and moral and 

ethical behaviour continue to be the dominant concern of the author in this final unit of 

the parenetic section firmly linking this unit to the entire discourse. Forms of EUOE~ELa 

have been evident in the prior units (2:2; 3: 16; 4:7, 8)1 97 and these forms become a major 

focus in relation to money (domain 57) in this unit (vv. 3, 5, 6 and 11). Domain 57 

references occur in vv. 5, 6, 9 and 18 . The first three examples interact with domain 53 

and the suppOliing material which explains the nature of the problem. The destination of 

197 Guthri e sees thi s as a reference to orth odoxy of religious belief. Guthrie The Pastoral Epistles, 46. However. the 
intersecti on of the two semantic chains created by the two Domains (53 and 57) argues for an emphasis on conduct 
(moral or ethical) re lated to this orthodoxy rather than on orthodoxy only. He is correct in noting the importance of thi s 
lex ica l item withi n the epi stl e, but fa il s to see the relati onship to cohesion and the combined Semantic Domains 
mentioned above (53, 88) in relation to the Semantic Domain on teaching and learning (3 3). 
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the unit then returns to the issue of money. Domain 88 interacts on a minor level with 

domain 57 in v. 9 (1THPCWf.l0V) and v. 10 (twv KttKWV). Although not directly related to 

domain 57 in Louw and Nida, there is a clear connection with qHAttpYUpl.tt in v. 10. (The 

other subunits also dealt in varying degrees with the proper use and perspective for 

money.)1 98 

II. Tenor 

This new unit sets up an adversarial relationship between the third person participants and 

the first and second person participants. The point of departure focuses on the third 

person, but it has a number of marked features related to the character and mental 

deficiencies of those teaching false doctrine (6:4, 5). This is set against the correct 

response, which is presented with the first person plural forms in 6:7, 9. After another 

description of their error and plight, the author responds to the recipient with a marked 

vocative of address and the return to the directive attitude. The author directs the 

recipient, positing how the recipient must act to overcome the influence of these false 

teachers and their teaching on him and the church (vv. 11-12). The author commands the 

recipient to keep these commands (v. 14) and to direct those who are rich to understand 

the problem related to riches (vv. 17-19). 

This unit begins with a large expository section, illuminating the problem 

introduced by false teachers using the asseliive attitude, before returning to the directive 

198 See below under Mode analys is for textual cohesion at the di scourse level. 
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attitude in the second and third paragraphs of the unit. The cluster of indicative verbs 

asserts a problem which has intruded into the church' s understanding of godliness and the 

author must clarify the nature of error before returning to the parenetic directives for the 

recipient and then for the wealthy. 

III. Mode 

Although some areas of prominence have been addressed in the previous two 

metafunctions, prominence is largely a textual issue and must be considered here. 

Certainly, the continuation of Semantic Domains from other units in the epistle lends 

prominence to portions of this unit, especially the first and last paragraphs with their 

emphasis on teaching, godliness and moral behaviour. The addition of the domain on 

wealth makes one particular error in the church prominent in this unit. As usual , the point 

of depat1ure of the unit contains a number of marked elements such as first person plural 

pronoun, repetition of Semantic Domains, lists, and the passive voice with the stative 

verb. The cluster of imperatives along with the vocative and second person verbs in vv. 

11-14 indicates strong prominence for the recipient who is called to follow these 

directions. The destination exhibits marked elements in this unit, pat1icularly, the final 

commands to be presented by the recipient to the rich or those desiring riches (vv. 17-19). 

The marked plural verb and the subjunctive mood add prominence to the final statement 

meant to correct inappropriate behaviour. 
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Componential cohesion is established at the unit and discourse level through the 

repetition of the various forms of EUaE~EL(x .1 99 This unit also continues with the repetition 

of the metaphor of fighting a good fight (12), emphasizing the scope of the false teaching 

in this church? OO 

Linearization, Temporal/Spatial Deixis in 1 Tim 6:3-19 

Linearization plays only a minor role in thematic structure of this subunit. The shifts in 

word order are related to an incorrect view of wealth. The author wants to shift the 

thinking of the church to a correct view. 

Temporal deixis also is of minor significance to the thematic focus of the epistle. 

The temporal deictic marker EIJ t41 IJUIJ extWlJl (in the present age) in v. 17 creates a focal 

point, emphasizing the need to prepare for the future time described above. Those who 

are rich in this present world need to store up spiritual treasure for the future world (EtC; 

to flEAAOIJ) (v. 19). These temporal markers aid in the creation of the contrast between the 

false teaching and correct teaching. The use of wealth is of lasting imp0l1ance, if it is 

used correctly, but it is not an indication of godliness. 

IV . Summary 

This unit categorizes and seeks to correct one particular aspect of the false teaching which 

had infiltrated the church. There were those who proclaimed that godliness was a means 

199 See above. 
200 See above. 
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to great gain and therefore had a misunderstanding of the nature of godliness. The 

particular error of this group differs from that of wives in chapter 2, but the underlying 

theme demonstrates a similar concern in the mind of the author. The author wants to 

preserve correct teaching according to that of Jesus Christ. This unit concludes the 

parenetic section with this discourse on money and, although different in many ways, 

may have been one aspect of his concern in the body and earlier parenetic section of the 

epistle (see 2:9; 3:3 , 8; 5:4, 17-18). Money and moderation have been a concern 

throughout the letter and may be why this unit was left until last to clarify one of the 

concerns. This unit serves as a fitting conclusion to this section and the author' s concern 

in the discourse as a whole. 

4. Closing 

Analysis of 1 Tim 6:20-21 

The closing of the letter consists of two verses and expresses one final point of direction 

for the recipient in which he is warned to guard the instruction (ellipsis) that was 

entrusted to him by turning away from the foolish talk (teachings) of those who have 

abandoned the faith. This functions as the destination of the discourse with a number of 

marked features before ending with a typical epistolary ending (17 XcXPl<;; flE8 UflWV). 

The marked vocative of address, Tlfl68EE, as well as the inteljection, ware two of 

the elements which lend prominence to this closing. These elements, along with the 

second person imperative, indicate prominence in the closing, and create cohesion with 

the preceding parenetic section. The instructions which had been entrusted to him 



119 

throughout the epistle create textual cohesion within the entire discourse. The admonition 

to guard against godless chatter ('((Xc; ~E~~AOU~ KEVO<jJWVI.CXC;) , which combines the 

Semantic Domains 88,33 and 28 knowledge (yvwaEw~) , indicates that these troublesome 

teachers where espousing false doctrine. 

In reality, this epistle was written to prepare the church to stand against both 

present and future intrusions of false doctrine. To do so, the author provides the means of 

ensuring a well trained and knowledgeable leadership, but also a leadership and church 

that cares for those who are committed to this truth and are either in need of help or are in 

places of leadership caring for the church in an effective manner. The recipient received 

these instructions so that he could lead and train these groups of believers. 

Now that this discourse analysis is complete, the thesis will shift to the next 

section which addresses the current state of research, abductively using this research 

along with the discourse analysis to determine the most probable meaning of the text of 1 

Tim 2: 11 , 12 within its surrounding co-text. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

The Current State of Research on 1 Tim 2:11,12 

The current research on 1 Tim 2:11 , 12 and 13-15 has focused largely on the cultural 

context, syntax, lexical issues and semantic meanings at the clause level or below?O I The 

majority of these works have focused on individual words and on how these are to be 

understood within the context of first-century Hellenistic society. Cultural contextual 

issues have been a major concern of scholars. The major observations from this cultural 

research will be addressed below, followed by the research at the word, phrase and clause 

level. Comments on the apparent strengths and/or weaknesses in each of these areas will 

be discussed in this section before turning to the synthesis section which attempts to 

assimilate the strengths of these scholars' arguments, including Webb's, with the findings 

of my discourse analysis. 

1. Cultural Considerations in Ephesus and Asia Minor 

Egalitarian, complementarian, and patriarchal interpreters argue about the importance of 

cultural context in determining the meaning of this and other texts. The bifurcation 

surrounding this contentious issue concerns the nature of the teaching. Is it culturally 

bound or is it transcultural in its application or implications? The NT epistles are 

occasional letters, that is, they were written to address a specific situation in the first-

20 1 Refer to bibliography for a li st of egalitarian and complementarian books relat ing to women ' s issues. These 
demonstrate the focus on cultural issues and present various words, phrase and clause argum ents related to I Tim 
2:9- 15. Very little is presented on the di scourse in a detail ed, organi zed manner. 
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century cultural context that mayor may not be present in our current cultural context. 

Grenz and Kjesbo are correct in their assessment: "His advice concerning women was not 

triggered by questions arising in our day, but by the conduct in worship assemblies of the 

first-century church. For this reason, before we can draw conclusions from this passage 

for the role of women in the church today, we must try to understand Paul ' s message for 

his readers. ,,202 It is on this key point that complementarian and egalitarian scholars are 

diametrically opposed to each other. Susan Foh clearly sees this passage as transcultural 

in its teaching and application. She states that "If the biblical material is in the form of a 

command to the church as a whole (as in 1 Cor 14:34 and 1 Tim 2:11-12), it ought to be 

seen as valid for all time. ,,203 Liefeld disagrees with Foh's assessment saying, "There are 

strong reasons for suspecting that either the teaching refened to in 1 Tim 2: 12 was some 

specialized kind of instruction or that there was some particular reason why women in the 

congregation served by Timothy were not suitable as teachers.,,204 These two antithetical 

views are based on the individual authors ' presuppositions about the formation and 

purpose of the Scriptures. It is this presuppositional quandary which this discourse 

analysis is seeking to address. However as a discourse analyst, I must ask myself, can I 

study Scripture without being influenced by my own presuppositions? Probably not 

completely, but if I, or any scholar, am to demonstrate integrity in research, every eff0l1 

202 Grenz and Kj esbo, Women in Min isIJ y , 125-6. 
203 Foh. "A Male Leadership View," 70. Unfortunately she fa il s to see that the on ly command in these two verses is for 

the wife to learn (see be low fo r more di scussion on thi s point). 
204 Liefe ld, "A Plural Mini stry View." 137. 
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must be made to maintain objectivity when attempting to understand what an author is 

teaching in a particular text and that is a major advantage in using a more objective 

method like Discourse Analysis. 

While recognizing the potential pitfall of my presuppositions, I contend that the 

author was addressing the recipient in a culture familiar to him and that this recipient 

would have read the epistle in light of his own cultural conditioning, not that of the 

twenty-first century Western world. The religious climate in Asia Minor and Ephesus in 

particular may have been significantly different from that found in many other parts of 

the Roman Empire. Catherine and Richard Clark Kroeger have provided a valuable, 

cultural study, addressing the issue of women' s roles in the cultural context of Ephesus at 

the time of Paul ' s writing. They "argue that at least one element derives distinctively 

from the interior of Asia Minor-that of mother goddess cultS. ,,205 They describe the 

various religions of this region and note that "the primary deities in Asia Minor were 

female ; and the maternal aspect was glorified in a manner unknown farther west. ,,206 

They note that conditions were very similar in Crete where Paul wrote a letter to Titus 

205 Kroeger and Kroeger, I SlIffer Not a Woman, 50. Their argument has been strongly criti cized but merits 
consideration in what will be addressed below. Lie feld provides a fitting warning about their approach to the study of 
I Tim 2. Kroeger fa ils to consider the synchronic approach to lex ical meaning and she draws her deci sions about the 
meaning from writings which were dated much later than the first century A. D. As Lie feld notes, " Kroeger proposes 
a theory that in vol ves proj ection backward from the fourth- century ag Hammadi materi als." (Li e fe ld, '" Response: ' 
247) However, her focus on goddess cult worship in Asia Minor is help ful. Acts 19 makes it c lear that Ephesus was 
a major centre o f worship of the goddess Artemis and it will be shown that the Dionys iac cult was al so prevalelll in 
Asia Minor. 

206 Kroeger and Kroeger, I S lIffe r Not a Woman, 50. 
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which includes some content and instruction similar to that which is found in 1 Tim 2?07 

It is of utmost importance that any scholar attempting to interpret 1 Tim 2 understands 

that the city to which the author was writing "stood as a bastion of feminine supremacy in 

religion. ,,208 In a place where such role reversals in religion were common, it seems 

inevitable that some of these ideas and practices would inadvertently (or intentionally) 

find their way into family life as well as the worship practices of the church in Ephesus. 

There are clear indications in the Scripture that Ephesus was also deeply involved in 

goddess cult worship. In Acts 19, the artisans who made statues of Artemis were losing 

money because of Paul's preaching and they caused a riot. They enraged the people who 

were goddess cult worshippers and in 19:28 it states, 'AKOlJOaVW; 01: KaL YEVOIlEVOL 

1TA~PEL<; 8ulloU EKpa(ov AEYOVCE<;· llEyaAll ~ "Ap"tElll<; 'E¢EO lWV (When they heard this, 

they were enraged and shouted, "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" NRSV). As the 

nanative continues in v. 29, the author of Acts records the confusion and riot that results 

as the people enter the theatre and drag out some of the followers of Christ. The people 

are so enraged that they begin to shout in unison for two hours, IlEYaAll ~ "AP"tElll<; 

'E¢EOLWV. The followers of the goddess cults were fervent in their worship and if these 

worshippers were influenced by the Dionysiac cult, the behaviour of women toward their 

husbands in Ephesus and Asia Minor and their influence on the women in the church 

207 See Kroeger and Kroeger, I Suffer Not a WOlllan, 54. However, I would argue that unlike Ephesus, Crete may not 
have had the problem of women teaching fa lse doctrine but may have dealt with issues o f aberrant behav iour and 
di srespect toward the ir husbands (see Titu s 2:3-8). 

208 Kroeger and Kroeger, I Suffer Not a Woman, 54. 
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would explain the author's direct response to wives in 1 Tim 2:11 , 12. Some Dionysaic 

cult worshippers were extremely hostile toward the men and this attitude may have 

influenced Christian wives in the home. As Berryhill notes, the "Dionysiac religion was 

particularly hostile toward males. This was often expressed in their religious practices as 

celebrants actually broke off male organs on cult pillars. ,,209 There is, however, evidence 

that this moved beyond just the attack on statues based on writing about the Dionysiac 

religion in Euripides ' 5th century B.C. play Bacchae. He writes, 

You who dwell in this fair-towered city of the Theban land, come to 
see this prey which we the daughters of Kadmos hunted down, [1205] 
not with thonged Thessalianjavelins, or with nets, but with the fingers 
of our white arms. And then should huntsmen boast and use in vain 
the work of spear-makers? But we caught and [1210] tore apati the 
limbs of this beast with our very own hands. 2lO 

These women were not satisfied with tearing down the genitals on a statue; they literally 

tore a man apart with their bare hands. The influence of this Dionysaic cult is well 

documented in Asia Minor. FUliher, the letter to the Ephesians supports this contention. 

In 5 :21 , there is the commendation to submit to one another and then in the next verse it 

states, AL YUVIXlKEt;, tolt; Uil.Olt; &.vopaoLV (wives be subject to your own husbands). Then 

TOlt; &.vopaoLV EV '!TIXVTI. (but as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wife [should be 

subj ect] to her husband in everything)? I I Finally, in v. 33 it states, ~ OE yuv~ '[VIX 

209 Berryhill , Firsl-cenllllY Woman, 2. 
2 10 Buckl ey, Ellrip ides, Bacchae, Episode 7. 
21 1 This refl ects a concern for the honour of her husband in an honour and shame society. 
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CPO~f)10:L 10V av6po: (and let the wife respect her husband). This shift in emphasis to the 

behaviour of the wife in response to her husband suggests that there is a problem in 

Ephesus and it likely relates to influences from Artemis and Dionysus cult practices. In v. 

18, there appears to have been many (men and women) giving themselves to drunken, 

&OW1 [0: (reckless immoral behaviour). This word is used in 2 Macc 6:4 to describe the 

immoral behaviour of the Gentiles who entered into the temple in Jerusalem and defiled it 

with ungodly behaviour. I contend that the church in Ephesus was struggling with the 

cultural influences from the cults and that Paul addresses the problem in his letter to the 

Ephesians, as does the author of 1 Tim. 

Bruce Winter offers some additional insights into the cultural influences which 

may have affected the church in Ephesus. The basic thesis of his book Roman Wives, 

Roman Widows is that from about the last century B.c. through to the second century 

A.D., "new wives" were becoming common, first in Rome, and then throughout the 

Empire. These newly emancipated wives were immoral like their male counterparts and 

were often controlling. 212 Drawing on the negative implications of the "new wives," 

Winter concludes that " 1 Tim 2:11-12 refers not to a wife ' s submission to her husband 

but rather to how a godly wife should respond to Christian instruction.,,2 13 The influence 

of the "new wives," the Dionysiac cult and the goddess cult worship provides strong 

212 On the more positive side, these new wi ves were entering into leadership positions throughollt society. 
213 Winter, Roman Wives, 11 3- 11 4. 



126 

evidence that 1 Tim 2 is addressing wives' immoral and ungodly behaviour toward their 

husbands, which, in their uneducated state, was also leading these wives to teach false 

doctrine. This dominance exhibited by these women prevented them from learning from 

their more educated husbands. SUppOlt for this can be found elsewhere in 1 Tim 5: 11-14 

which suggests that women-widows specifically here- were living immoral lives 

(KlXTlXOTPllVLCXOWOLV) and that they were teaching or saying things that they should not say: 

AlXAOlJOlXl TeX fl~ oEOVTlX. They are encouraged to marry (1 Tim 5:14) which would place 

them in a potential learning environment to overcome their false teaching. 

In summary, the Kroegers, Berryhill and Winter have highlighted the fact that there 

was a problem with the behaviour of women in Ephesus and this discourse analysis 

demonstrates that it relates to how they respond to men (although only Winter recognizes 

that it refers to wives and husbands). The author clearly needs to address these issues 

relating to women (wives and widows) and he knows that the recipient will understand 

the nature of the issues. With a clearer understanding of this cultural environment and the 

discourse analysis above, I will seek to articulate the logical conclusions that arise from 

this information, while at the same time ruling out certain untenable interpretations. 

A. Investigating the Possibilities: 

Before articulating these conclusions, it is necessary to turn to the specific issues raised in 

this text, and it would be beneficial to begin by looking at the various ideas that have 

been suggested about the cultural context of this passage. This list provided by Liefeld 

says that women were possibly, 



1. victims of false teaching and sexual advantage (or were false teachers) 
2. not educated 
3. considered unreliable witnesses 
4. subject to Gnostic tendencies to elevate Eve over Adam 
5. influenced by the Greek world which accepted women as prophets, but not as 

teachers 
6. limited by the Jewish elevation of those who were teachers.214 

This list demonstrates a diversity of interpretations, which are all based upon cultural 

assumptions. Some of these ideas will be rejected for specific reasons215 whi le others 
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will be recognized as possible, though unlikely, based on the discourse analysis of 1 Tim 

2:11- 12 and as a result of the above cultural context issues relating to women and 

god/goddess cult worship. Liefeld highlights a critical guideline for attempting to 

interpret this passage: " 1 Tim 2:1 2 and 1 Corinthians 14:34 as well , must not be isolated 

from the rest of Scripture.,,2 16 

Within this framework of possible interpretations, Bilezikian believes that " there 

were ignorant but assertive women in Ephesus who had created considerable trouble 

because of their unenlightened exuberance.,,2 17 This patiicular explanation has potential 

support based on the discourse analysis with its emphasis on trained leadership, 

especially if Keener' s observation is also considered: "women were in general less 

trained than men, and Paul does not want people susceptible to false teaching to be in 

2 14 Li efeld, Women in MinisllY. 148-49. 
2 15 See below. 
216 Li efeld, Women in /vfinisll y . 137. He highlights the vari ous passages in which women were understood to be in 

ministry positions in the church ( I Cor II , Rom 16) and in an equal relationship with men (Gal 3 :28). 
217 Bikezikian, Beyond Sex Roles. 180. 
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leadership positions when heresy is so rampant in the church.,,218 From the 

complementarian side of this issue, Brown also argues that "S. Paul 's somewhat 

deprecatory tone about women, both here and in the epistle to the Corinthians (1 Cor. xi. , 

xiv. ,), is due to the excesses of idolatry which he saw around him.,,2 19 Although Brown 

does not raise the issue of education, he relates it to the immorality related to the goddess 

worship in Ephesus. These two ideas of "unenlightened exuberance" and "immorality 

related to goddess cult worship" are enhanced by the cultural understanding of Ephesus 

discussed above. However, these views raise a couple of questions that need to be 

answered. Why were women forbidden to teach men only, if they were uneducated or 

teaching false doctrine? Was it acceptable for uneducated women or false teachers to 

teach other women and children? Some egalitarian writers are beginning to ask these 

same questions. Groothuis addresses this weakness saying, 

if women in Ephesus were not to teach or to have authority in the church 
because they were deceived or unschooled, why were they specifically 
prohibited only from teaching or having authority over men? ... Surely not 
all the women, or only the women, were deceived or unfit to teach or lead. 
Why, then, should this text restrict the ministry to all women and only 
women?220 

In relation to these questions there has been some doubt raised about the relative lack of 

education of women in the Roman Empire. House notes that "some women were 

218 Keener, Palll, WOlllen, and Wives, 18. 
219 Brown, Pastoral Epistles, 19-20. 
220 Groothui s, "Leading Him Up the Garden Path," I. 
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educated at least in religious issues, as Lois, Eunice, and Priscilla were. ,,221 Winter also 

makes reference to the increased number of educated women in this period.222 However, 

it is probable that most women were less educated and these women were promoting 

false doctrine in the church and they are the specific ones being addressed. Further, if, as 

I have argued, 1 Tim 2: 11 , 12 is referring to husband and wife relationship in the home, 

then the relatively lower education levels and the attitude of the wives explains why the 

restriction was addressed in this manner and why it does not address the issue of women 

teaching children or other women?23 Although some women may have been educated, 

the majority of wives in Ephesus were less educated than their husbands and the way they 

responded to their husbands was being called into question. The author does not ignore 

the issue of mcn teaching, rather he addresses husbands in the chapter 3. 

Although the actual cultural situation is not totally clear, there is evidence that the 

thesis text is addressing some specific behavioural issue and is in this sense culturally 

bound; however, a proper understanding of the issues should lead to transcultural 

application of the principles drawn from the analysis of the problem. These will be 

addressed below. The thesis will now tum to specific issues related to words, phrases and 

clauses. 

221 House. The Role o/Wolllen, 66. 
222 See Winter, Roman Wives. 11 2. 
223 Thi s is a strong argument in favour o rthe husband and w ife relationship especially since. in T itus 2:3 -4, the author 

encouraged women to teach others. 
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2. Word, Phrase and Clause Research 

A. Husbands and Wives 

We have briefly discussed the use of yuv~ and &v~p above, but it is necessary to address 

this more completely in light of the current scholarly research concerning these words in 

1 Tim. The Greek word glossed as "man" in 1 Tim 2:8ff. is &v~p. This word can 

legitimately be translated as man in many passages and often is by other authors, but it 

can also refer to a husband depending on the context. This author uses this word in 

chapter 3 to provide instruction for husbands who desire leadership positions. The author 

uses this word again in 1 Tim 5:9 to refer to a married man. The use of &v~p refers to a 

married man in chapter 3 while av8pumoc; is used to refer to Jesus in 2:5.224 In spite of 

these things, many translators have chosen to translate &v~p as man instead of husband in 

1 Tim 2: 12. By looking within this epistle and externally to the Pauline epistles (this 

author, if not Paul , is familiar with Paul ' s teaching and writings), it becomes apparent 

that there is some consistency in Paul ' s usage of &v~p. Other than several quotations from 

the LXX version of the Old Testament, Paul only uses the Greek word &v~p once when 

referring to someone other than a married man and that is in 1 Corinthians 13: 11 

(referring to his own maturing process).225 All other usage of this Greek word, outside of 

1 Tim 2, refers to a married man or married men (see Rom. 7:2, 3; 1 Cor. 7; 11 :3 , 4, 7; 

224 It must be admitted that a strong argument could be made that thi s verse refers to the humani ty o f Jesus Chri st rather 
than the idea of him being a man. However, the focus o f the use of rl:V11P here and in the Pauline corpus is 
undeniable. See below. 
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Eph. 5; Col. 3: 19; 1 Tim 3 :2; 5: 19). Unless there is some contextual reason to do so, the 

author's use in 1 Tim 2:8-12 should not be considered an exception to this practice, 

especially if one considers chapter 3 as a shift in focus from married women (Yuv~ can 

mean woman or wife) to married men. The author moves logically, in 1 Tim 2, from 

humanity in general (concerning salvation), to married women in vv. 9-12 and finally to 

married men in chapter 3. The current debate over the statement, "the husband of one 

wife" (flliis YUVCXlKOs (XVOpcx),226 in chapter 3 has ignored the obvious. This passage is 

referring to the marital relationship and how the husband is to behave in the home. This 

should control our understanding of these participants and the location of the instructions 

in the thesis text. Witherington's supposition that "It appears the author is talking about 

men and women as groups, not husbands and wives,,,227 is therefore not supported by 

Pauline and this author's usage of &v~p or by the context in 1 Tim 2. So, what are the 

implications of this interpretation for our understanding of this passage? This 

interpretation transfers the application of the passage from the church to the home. A 

wife 's behaviour in the home then provides the qualifications for those who wish to serve 

in the church, as 1 Tim 3 does for a husband (v.5). This lends continuity to both 1 Tim 2 

and 3. 

225 This may not be an exception since Paul having been a Pharisee and part of the Sanhedrin was li ke ly married, even 
though this passage is not talking about the married rel ationship. 

226 For the discussion surrounding this phrase, refer to any of the commentaries in the bibliography. The debate 
revo lves around whether this refers to polygamy, someone who has only been married once and other issues. 

227 Witherington, Women, 192. 
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However, is there any outside scholarly support for this understanding of the 

participants in this passage? Hommes is clear that " it is indeed the married woman he is 

speaking ojhere,,228 (emphasis his). Hommes, however, comes to a different conclusion 

as to what this means in the passage being considered. He suggests; "That is why Paul 

forbids the married woman to teach for that would be equal to the exercise of authority 

over her husband or ' playing the boss ' over him.,,229 Prohl also believes this passage is 

referring to a husband and wife relationship. He notes that "These restrictions are placed 

upon Christian wives.,,23o He, like Hommes, believes that this restricts the service of 

wives in the church. Unfortunately, neither of these scholars address why they believe 

this passage refers to husbands and wives. As noted earlier, Winter comes to a more 

egalitarian conclusion about the husband and wife teaching in this passage and 

recognizes that the issue has to do with the need for instruction. He states, "In any case, 

1 Tim 2:11-12 refers not to a wife's submission to her husband but rather to how a 

godly wife should respond to Christian instruction.,,23 1 Although his interpretation is 

more conducive to the idea of wives teaching in the congregation and holding positions 

of leadership, he makes the mistake of relating this passage to conduct in the church 

rather than a wife's response to her husband's teaching in the home. However, on 

228 Hommes, " Let Women be Silent," 13. 
229 Hommes, " Let Women be Sil ent," 14. 
230 Prohl , Women in the Church, 32. He also notes that Luther believed that thi s passage refers to wi ves and husbands 

(see p.32). For other views see Mounce, The Pastoral Epistles, 112 (cf. Gritz, Paul, Women Teachers, and the Mother 

Goddess, 125, 13 1-36). See also Hanson, The Pastoral Epistles, 72 (Husbands and wives). 

231 Winter, Roman Wives, I 13-4. 
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another point, Winter makes a notable observation. "The number of Christian women 

whose names and sometimes whose contribution to the Pauline mission and churches 

we know suggests that Christian women were not relegated to the private rooms in first-

century households. ,,232 I contend that this passage is not relegating women to the home, 

but is providing the leadership qualifications for those wives who wished to lead in the 

church. 

However, some egalitarian writers, like Belleville, argue that viewing the 

participants as husbands and wives is a method of trying to avoid the issue. "Some 

translations seek a way out by narrowing 'women' and 'men' to 'wives ' and ' husbands' 

(e.g. , Knox, Young, Williams). Lexically this is certainly possible, ,,233 she suggests. 

Unfortunately, she comes to the conclusion that "context determines usage, and 

"husband" and "wife" do not fit.,,234 However, my analysis has demonstrated that the 

idea of "husband" and "wife" fits within the co-text better than the alternative and I do 

not understand Belleville' s reasoning in concluding that this passage should not be 

translated as "husbands" and "wives." It is noteworthy that some Bible translations 

translate this passage as referring to a marital relationship. Young' s Bible (1898) says, 

"and a woman I do not suffer to teach, nor to rule a husband" (1 Tim 2: 12a). The Knox 

232 Winter, Roman Wives, 194. 
233 Be ll eville, Women Leaders, 208. 
234 Be ll eville, Women Leaders, 208. 
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Bible (1945) says, "a woman shall have no leave from me to teach, and issue commands 

to her husband" (1 Tim 2:12a). 

Another factor related to the identification of the participants is the use of the 

singular &V6poc; and YUVCHKl. in v. 12. This was discussed under the interpersonal 

metafunction in the discourse analysis. The author had a number of choices when he set 

out this prohibition, some of which would have clearly indicated that he was talking 

about women in relation to men in the church rather than a husband and wife in the 

home. He could have chosen to use the plural form of both genders (the slightly more 

marked form) which would have set out a more general, public indictment against 

women. Women would have been prohibited from doing some activity in relation to 

men in general, which would have implied a church application. He could also have 

chosen one or the other as plural which would have placed the prohibition clearly in the 

realm of women in general and not to a prohibition relating to the husband and wife 

relationship. A woman being prohibited from doing some activity against all men would 

negate the application of the prohibition to the husband and wife relationship as well. 

Women being prohibited from performing some activity against a man would also 

eliminate the application to the marriage relationship. The author 's use of the singular 

for both indicates that he is referring to an individual relationship rather than a corporate 

one. The singular most readily applies itself to the malTiage relationship since it is an 

individual relationship while the church is a corporate relationship with multiple Actors 
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and/or Goals.235 Since the singular forms of these words refer to the husband and wife 

relationship in chapters 2, 3, 5, the plural forms in vv. 8-10 must reflect the public 

requirements of husbands and wives. This shift to the singular supports the position that 

there is a shift to the individual relationship of the husband and wife. It is undoubtedly 

true that the wife's behaviour in the home would impact her behaviour toward her 

husband in the church community as well and that may explain the forcefulness of the 

author's personal response in v. 12.236 

There is currently no consensus among scholars as to the participant group being 

addressed in 1 Tim 2: 11-12, but this study demonstrates translating the passage as 

"husband" and "wife" fits the context and lexical choices better than the alternatives. 

Knight is incorrect in his assessment that "there is no evidence in the larger context that 

the terms are meant to be restricted in the passage.,,237 The implications of this 

interpretation must be considered in any exegetical study or Discourse Analysis of this 

passage. The husband/wife gloss enhances our understanding ofvv. 13 and 14. It 

produces a logical flow, since the author conditions his requirement on the creation order 

statement in v. 13. Contrary to Belleville's argument, the creation order and fall accounts 

235 The author uses the plural to refer to the larger church audience (prayer and dress), not the singular, throughout this 
letter, so it is unlikely that he would refer to women in the church in the singUlar. E.g. I Tim 4:6, Taum 
uTTon8EflEvoC; wic; &6EAcj>oiC;. The participle is masculine singular referrin g to the recipient and the audience is 
plural. This is the natural way to address an aud ience of more than one. It there was more than one actor, then both 
would be plural. The double singular in I Tim 2: II , 12 clearly points to a relationship between individuals and thi s 
most normally fits the husband and wife relat ionship. 

236 See below. 
237 Kni ght, The Role Relationship, 18 . 
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do refer to the husband and wife relationship, not a woman in a community relationship 

with other men. This passage addresses the behaviour of a wife toward her husband in 

some sense. (A proper in-depth reflection on the first three chapters of Genesis is beyond 

the scope of this thesis, but I will attempt address the meaning of this support material 

below.) 

Before moving forward, it is necessary to address one other question that the 

interpretation, husbands and wives, raises: what about single women? Chapter 5 may 

provide a clue, answering this particular question by addressing the issue of widows. In 

first-century Hellenistic culture, young widows were probably the only-or at least the 

majority of-young, single women in the church, as most girls were married by the age 

of 16. This would appear to restrict single women from leadership positions, at least 

young single women. However, since the passage focuses on learning and moral 

behaviour,238 it appears that single women with proper training and good moral behaviour 

would not be prohibited from holding leadership positions. The author' s call for younger 

widows to marry could to be related to the author ' s concerns in chapter 2, as noted above. 

These younger widows lack the education to be teachers and, as a result, they are 

involved in spreading gossip or false doctrine between the various house churches (5 :13). 

238 See above discourse analys is on I Tim 5. 
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B. Peaceful Spirit 

We have noted above that the word ~auXL~ has been translated in various ways usually 

with the connotation of silence. I have demonstrated that the dominant use of Semantic 

Domains 88 in this epistle indicates that it should be glossed as "peaceful" or "quiet 

spirited." I believe that the presuppositions of many translators and scholars has affected 

their understanding of the passage and, as a result, of this word. Since most scholars 

believe it applies to the church gathering rather than to husbands and wives, they translate 

it as "silence." MacArthur believes that " It is teaching that just as women are not to 

function in the office of teacher or leader in the church, so also they are not to lead in the 

public prayer times of the church. ,,239 However, others correctly interpret this word to 

mean "quiet" or "peaceful," but incorrectly apply it to learning in the church. Bilezikian 

believes " It is the silence of the docile disciple who receives instruction eagerly and 

without contradiction or self-assertion (the word for ' silence' is the same word found in 1 

Tim 2 :2, where it denotes ' quietness ' ). Such persons, who were still in the learning 

stages, cannot be permitted to become teachers. They first had to earn their 

credentials. ,,240 Although he uses the word quietness, it would be better understood as 

stillness or peacefulness. This may be Bilezikian's understanding of the word, but his 

gloss does not make it clear. Prahl notes, "In I Tim 2: 11 , 12, we read that the woman is to 

learn in si lence. In both verses, the noun hesuchia is used. It means ' sti llness,' ' desistance 

239 MacArthur, God 's High Calling/or Women , 2. 
240 Bi lezikian, Beyond Sex Roles, 179. 



138 

from bustle,' 'refraining from the use of language. ,,,24 1 However as discussed above, it is 

evident that it refers to the idea of a quiet spirit. Belleville picks up on this idea while 

applying it to the church setting. "A calm, submissive spirit was a necessary prerequisite 

for learning back then (as now). ,,242 A derivative of this Greek word is used in 1 Peter 3:4 

where is refers to a wife ' s behaviour toward her husband. 1 Peter 3: 4 says, "rather, let 

your adornment be the inner self with the lasting beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 

which is very precious in God's sight" (NRSV, emphasis mine). A derivative of~ouX[a. is 

also used in 1 Thessalonians 4: 11: "that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your 

own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you." It is clear from 

both these passages that there is not a call to total silence, but a call to live quietly or 

peaceably with someone. If 1 Tim 2 : 11 -12 refers to a marriage relationship rather than 

the church, it introduces the idea of peaceful or respectful behaviour. It would ce11ainly 

also have implications for a wife ' s behaviour in public, including within the 

congregation; however, it would not prevent wives from leading, but it would affect the 

way they lead. 

C. "Knock It Off' 

The phrase, aUK E1TL -rPETIW has been the source of some debate as well. Is the author 

saying " I do not permit ever," "I do not permit now," or simply "I do not permit this 

241 Prohl , Women in the Church, 3 1. 
242 Bellevi lle, WOlllen Leaders, 208. Note her app li cat ion of the cu lturally bound teaching to the present cultural context 

as a general principle "(as now). " 
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situation to continue?" Some clearly want to link it to the first statement believing that 

the author was trying to stop women from leading or desiring leadership positions in the 

church: past, present, or future . As MacArthur notes, "By his choice of words, Paul 

implies that some women at Ephesus had the desire to lead the church, as some do 

today. ,,243 Others believe it is simply limiting women in that particular time in history. 

Scholars have pointed out the use of the present tense-form by the author suggesting that 

"I do not permit ... " has the force of "I do not permit now,,,244 but it is clear from our 

discussion of verbal aspect that the Greek verbal system is not temporally based and time 

cannot be determined without some temporal deictic marker. There is no such marker 

present in this passage. The author uses the imperfective aspect to provide foreground 

prominence and appears to be simply saying that he does not permit this situation to 

continue (whatever that situation might be). The Discourse Analysis has demonstrated 

that the author interjects these marked first person statements at various points to 

emphasize his concern about the situation. Basically, he states emphatically, "knock it 

off," to use a modern vernacular. The author is highlighting the importance of this 

situation in Ephesus. It is essential that the behaviour of these wives in the home be 

corrected as it negatively affects their ability to learn and to hold leadership positions in 

the church. The Kroegers make the same error as Bilezikian in their understanding of the 

present tense-form by suggesting that the author' s response is in regards to some 

243 MacArthur, God 's High Calling/or Women, 2. 
244 Bileziki an, Beyond Sex Roles, 180; Kostenberger, Women in the Church, 81-103 . 
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contemporaneous situation. They argue, "the apostle is here addressing a particular 

circumstance rather than laying down a widespread interdiction against the leadership 

activities of women. His use of the present tense may also indicate that his decree had to 

do with a situation contemporaneous with the writing of the epistle.,,245 They are correct, 

however, in their belief that the author is dealing with a specific circumstance and that it 

is not a blanket prohibition against women seeking leadership positions; however, this is 

based on cultural considerations and thematic elements in the letter, not on the tense-form 

of the verb. I contend that there are principles that can be applied to our present cultural 

context; however, before any present day applications can be decided conclusively, it 

must be determined what the author was trying to prohibit. 

D. A Bossy Teacher 

The focal point of the scholarly debate over the meaning of 1 Tim 2: 11 -12 is based on the 

meaning and connection between the two infinitives and a connective in v. 12: ouSaoKELv 

(to teach), aU8EVTEl.V (to have authority, be bossy, domineer), and OUOE (or, not even). The 

three must be dealt with separately before addressing their connection. The understanding 

of the connection between the first two words is controlled by the third?46 

The term "to teach" at first glance appears to be simple enough to understand, but a 

great deal of research has been undertaken in an attempt to determine what type of 

245 Kroeger and Kroeger, I Suffer Not a Woman , 83. 
246 See above discussion on the double infinitives and negation above. 
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teaching is being addressed in this passage. In other words, what kind of teaching is being 

prohibited to a wife? Kostenberger argues that bloeXOKElv is always used in a positive 

sense of right teaching, arguing against the Kroeger' s view that the word is neutral. 247 

However, I would argue that the word is neutral and that it becomes positive or negative 

by the context and by the modifiers used. It is usually combined with the demonstrative 

in the NT, referring to either the antecedent instruction or instruction about to be given. It 

is the demonstrative and the context of a passage that causes it to be viewed as either 

negative or positive (see Kostenberger' s own examples of 1 Tim 4: 11 ; 6:2 and 2 Tim 2:2 

where the demonstrative infers positive instructions).248 The deictic marker points toward 

the positive or negative qualities of the teaching not the infinitive itself. 

Others, like Hommes, believe it was a specific type of teaching that is being 

forbidden. He notes: " It is very remarkable that in the letters of Paul the use of the word 

'to teach' or 'to give instruction' is much scarcer [ sic]. This is not surprising because the 

term is closely connected with the Scriptures. ,,249 He continues, "Thus more than once he 

connects the verbs ' to teach' and ' to admonish ' ... , while the verb ' to teach ' for him also 

means ' giving moral directions for life. ",250 According to Hommes, this type of 

247 Kbstenberger, Wall/en in the Church, 90. 
248 Kbstenberger, Women in the Church, 90. Th is negates the argument that thi s infinitive must be viewed as positi ve 

and therefore the infinitive au vqenteiln must also be positi ve and mean " to have authority." See below. 
249 Hommes, "Let Women be Silent," 9. 
250Hommes. "Let Women be Silent," 9. It has already been noted in the di scourse analysis that both doctrine and moral 

instruction are important to the author 's theme. The theme of moral quality is prevalent in thi s passage and may 
affect our understanding of what is being prohibited although it may also reflect the incorrect moral behaviour in the 
way the wife is teaching. 
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admonishing and instruction was forbidden to wives. 251 Others, like Piper and Grudem, 

believe 1 Tim 2: 11-12 refers to teaching in a leadership role as a pastor or elder. 252 Moo 

elucidates this idea saying, " In the pastoral epistles teaching always has this restricted 

sense of authoritative doctrinal instruction.,,253 "This includes teaching or preaching 

doctrine or the Bible. ,,254 Knight argues that "ouS6:0KElV (Pl.x 15x) means generally ' to 

teach or instruct. ' Here the religious subject matter is assumed, and. the persons (not) to 

be taught are ' men,' the implication being that women may not teach or exercise 

authority in or over the church ... ,,255 These interpretations would therefore restrict 

women from authoritative preaching, but still allow them to explain biblical truth to 

others in a less formal atmosphere and without being in an authoritative position. On this 

point, others want to make clear distinctions about the place in which women can teach. 

Few scholars believe that women cannot teach under any circumstances. Most 

complementarians, today, would allow women to teach in colleges and seminaries. Foh, 

in her evaluation of Scripture, explains that the teaching forbidden to women does not 

include praying and prophesying (1 Cor 11 :2-16), private instruction of men (Acts 

18:26), teaching other women (Tit 2:3-4) and teaching children (2 Tim 1:5; 3:15; Prov 

1 :8).,,256 She believes that women are restricted in the sense of teaching men in the 

25 1 See Hommes, "Let Women be Sil ent," 10. 
252 See Piper and Grudem, Recovering, 63 . As already noted, the role of pastor is never mentioned in these 

quali fications. 
253 Moo, What Does it Mean? , IS5. 
254 Moo, What Does it Mean ?, IS6. 
255 Knight, COll1l1lentCII),. 14 1. 
256 Foh, "A Male Leadership View," SI. 
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church. Osborne appears to concur. "The refusal to teach must be restricted to the service, 

for Priscilla certainly taught Apollos (Acts 18:26), and Paul commended her (Rom 

16:3). ,,257 All of these writers have missed the thematic structure of this epistle with its 

focus on false teaching and qualified, trained leadership. Most egalitarian writers accept 

some sort of restriction, but assert that it is culturally based and, therefore, determine that 

it does not apply today. The cultural connectivity will become more evident as the second 

word is discussed. 

It is not an understatement to say that the diversity apparent in the interpretation of 

this passage has been largely based upon the perceived meaning of the word exu8Ev1Elv. 

Panning believes that exDeEv1Elv seems to be central to the whole passage because in it 

Paul is enunciating the underlying principle involved" and he notes that this word "has 

come under intense scrutiny. ,,258 It is the rarest word, as well as the most disputed, in 1 

Tim 2: 11-12. Panning goes on to explain that this word is only used once in all of 

Scripture, making it extremely difficult to determine a meaning without studying extra-

biblical material. 259 Many have expended large amounts of time and energy researching 

the meaning of this single word. 26o However, one idea that has been ignored is the 

possible direct connection between this verse and the following verses, particularly this 

257 Osborne, Herllleneutics and Women, 346. 
258 Panning, Authel7lein, 1. 
259 See Panning, Authentein , 1. 
260 To their detriment , most have failed to focu s on synchronic meaning of the word as wi ll be shown below. 
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word's connection to another rare word, in the so-called curse passage of Gen 3: 16b., a 

word which is used only three times in the Old Testament.261 

The word a.U8EVtELV went through periods of transition in its meaning, which 

partially explains the confusion over its meaning in this text. Patriarchal and some 

complementarian supporters generally concur that it means "to have authority." Most of 

them rely heavily on the work of George Knight in his article "AUTHENTEIN in 

Reference to Women in 1 Tim 2:12." He adamantly insists that it means " to have 

authority over. ,,262 Further, he argues in his Commentary, "Contrary to the suggestion of 

KJV's ' to usurp authority' and BAGD' s alternative, 'to domineer' (so also NEB), the use 

of the word shows no inherent negative sense of grasping or usurping authority or of 

exercising it in a harsh or authoritative way, but simply means ' to have or exercise 

authority.,,263 This is a rather bold statement since the limited number of texts containing 

forms of this word, from the 151 century BC to the 2nd century AD, are subject to debate. 

In Appendix 2 of Baldwin's book Women in the Church: A Fresh Analysis of 1 Tim 2:9-

15, he cites the usage of this word in Greek literature and some of these examples from 

this period could be understood as pejorative.264 Baldwin' s citation ofPtolemey' s 

Tetrabiblios, II! 13 from the 2nd century AD seems to indicate the idea of dominance in a 

pej orative sense. 6 flEV ouv 'tau K po' va u &at~p 1l0VOC; t~V oiKoowno 'tElav 'tf]c; \jfuxf]c; 

261 See below. 
262 Knight. "Authente in ," 152, 155 . 
263 Knight, Commentmy, 14 1. 
264 Baldwi n, Women in the Church, 270-279. 
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n: to KOO"lltKOV Kat ta. KEVtpa 7t:Ot£l. qnAoo"(j)llcitOu~. 265 Philodemus, Rhetorica, 113.14 

from the 1 sl century Be. AUa. El bEl. 1(XAK1l8f] Kat YLVOIlEva AEYELV, Ot P~COPE~ Kat 

0IlOLWV woa{)'rw~. ("To tell the truth the rhetors do a great deal of harm to many people, 

and incur the enmity of powerful rulers, whereas philosophers gain the friendship of 

public men by helping them out of their trouble, ought we not to consider that men who 

incur the enmity of those in authority are villians, and hated by both gods and men" 

[emphasis his] l66 I believe that the use of aDeEllcoDoLV is pejorative, or at least 

adversative, in the context, since it seems to represent authority used in an evil or harmful 

way?67 The few extant instances of this word in synchronic literature makes it impossible 

to state that it could not have been used with a pejorative connotation in the first-century. 

265 TLG I. Claudius Ptolemaeus Math., Apotelesmatica. {0363.007} (A.D. 2) Book 3 chapter 14 section 10 line 2. He 
translates it as " If Saturn alone is ruler of the soul and dominates Mercury and the moon, Baldwin, Women in the 
Church. 275. 
266 Baldwin, Women in the Church, 275. 
267 See also BGU 1208 from 27BC, KaIlOl> aUSEVTTjKOWC; TIpGC; alnGV TIEP l TIO liioal KaAaTlnEl H.;i vaUHK4l ETI!. 

T4l aUT4l cjJopocp EV Tij wpal ETIEXWP TjOEV (I exercised authority over him, and he consented to provide Calatyt is the 
Boatman on terms of full fare, within the hour. [emphasis hi s)). (Baldwin, Women in MinistlY, 276) The authority could 
have been pejorative in the sense of dominating or domineering whether than simply being in the position of authority 

over the person. The third century AD the reference in Hippolytus, On the End of the World, 7.5 states " yuv~ TaV 

[bIOV livbpa rrapabO)(JEI Ei~ 9avaTov Kat av~p T~V t auTOu yuvalKa Errt KPlT~PIOV liSE I w~ lmEu9uvov 

bEcmowl Ei~ TOU~ ibiou~ bOUAOU~ arrav9pumol au9EVT~aOVWI Kat bOUAOl rrpa~ 10U~ bEarrOTa~ 

aVUrrOlaKTOV bla9ECJlV rrEplpaAOUVTat" (TLG) (a woman will hand over her own husband to death and a man hi s 
own wife to judgment as deserv ing to render account. Inhuman masters will have legal authority over their servants 
and servant shall put on an unruly disposition toward their masters. [emphasis hi s)) (Baldwin, Wall/en in MinistlY, 
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Knight also argues that the context of the verse is the church setting (which clearly 

ignores the fact that the verse primarily concems the husband/wife relationship in the 

home with probable ramifications for the church). He specifically states that "&.v~p is 

used here, as in v. 8, to refer to 'man ' in distinction from woman, not in its more 

restrictive sense of ' husband. ",268 He recognizes the significance of this interpretation to 

his thesis, but, as noted above, he fails to address the systematic use of &v~p in 3 :2, where 

he acknowledges that it refers to a husband and wife relationship in some sense?69 He 

notes that these words "take on the meanings 'husband' and ' wife ' in contexts such as 

here.,,27o His inconsistent interpretation appears to be affected by his presuppositions 

conceming the meaning of aU8Ev'tEl v in 2: 12. 

Other problems arise from this pmiicuiar interpretation of the word. First, it does 

not explain why the author used aU8Ev'tElv rather than the more common Greek word 

E~OUal(X(w . Alvera Mickelsen succinctly states, "If Paul meant authority in the usual 

sense, he surely would not have used that word" [aU8Ev'tE1V].271 There is simply no 

conceivable reason for the author to have used this word if he intended to talk about 

women having authority over men. The complementarian writers mentioned in this thesis 

278) . The context of thi s passage (inhuman masters) can be understood as pejorati ve, indicating the way in which these 

masters rule over their servants. This seems to fit the context better than the idea of hav ing legal authority over. 

268 Kn ight , CommentO/y , 142. 
269 The debate concern ing the restri cti on implied by the phrase llUX<; yuvalKo<; crv<'ipa has overridden the clearness of 

the husband and wife as the subject and object of the phrase. It is related to a husband and wife and their 
relationship in the home whi ch clearly relates to the qua li fication s for a husband who desires to serve in the church. 

270 Knight, CommentO/y , 157. 
27 1 Mickelson, An Egalitarian View, 20. 
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tend to overlook or ignore this fact. 272 Fmiher, the few extant references to exU8E\)1El\) , or 

any of its derivatives, in extra-biblical text makes it difficult to determine the range of 

meanings it may have had in first-century Hellenistic culture. Again, the conclusions of 

these authors appear to be influenced by their presuppositions concerning the role of 

women in the church. 

Dealing with the potential meanings of this word, the Kroegers suggest that 

exu8E\)1El\) has a wide variety of meanings. Within its significant range of meanings are 

the following: 

1. To begin something, to be primarily responsible for a condition or action 
( especiall y murder), 
2. To rule, to dominate, 
3. to usurp power or rights from another, 
4. to claim ownership, sovereignty, or authorship?73 

They provide a detailed analysis of the etymology and evolution of this word throughout 

the Classical era and into the church period. 274 They note that anyone of the above 

meanings could be the intended meaning for the word in question while providing 

reasons for concluding that some of them are unlikely. The purpose of this thesis is to 

arrive at a conclusion which is based upon a synchronic meaning of the word in the first-

century AD, in the context of the husband and wife relationship, and their relationship 

272 It must, however, be recogni zed that this argument is weakened somewhat by the relati ve ly high number of hapax 
legolllena used by the author of this epistle. It could have been a styli sti c choice. 

273 Kroeger and Kroeger, I S lIjfer Nol, 84. 

274 T heir extending the boundaries of the meaning of auvqentei/n beyond the synchroni c meaning is a major fl aw in 
their approach and leads to some erroneous conclusions. 
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within the church body, as affected by their context of culture. Several meanings above 

can be eliminated based on their falling out of use or can be tentatively questioned based 

on the lack of attestation in the extant literature of the first-century AD. 

As noted above, Ephesus appears to have been in a unique situation with regards to 

women ' s roles in religion. The cultural studies suggest that this culture may have been 

pro-woman, anti-male in religious leadership.275 This possibility must be considered 

when attempting to determine the meaning of this word. If women were accustomed to 

being dominant leaders in religious practice and were anti-male, some Christian wives 

may have been attempting to control their husbands inside and/or outside of the home. 

This epistle addresses this issue and, rather than excluding these wives from the 

leadership roles, the author attempts to correct their attitude and behaviour with respect to 

their husbands. This understanding provides a plausible explanation based on the above 

Discourse Analysis and its revelation that this passage relates to leadership qualifications 

rather than restrictions from leadership. The Kroegers acknowledge that exDeEV1ELv could 

have the meaning "to domineer" or "seek to control" someone. "Unquestionably ' to 

dominate ' is a valid meaning of exDeEV1ELv and one which mayor may not be appropriate 

in 1 Tim 2: 12. ,,276 If this sexual reversal and female dominance was prevalent in Asia 

275 See above. 
276 Kroeger and Kroeger, / Suffer Nol, 9 1. 
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Minor, the author would be required to address the abusive attitude of those wives who 

wished to lead. Wives must not domineer or seek to control their husbands. Hommes 

correctly assesses the meaning: ''' authentein andros, to be bossy over one ' s husband. ",277 

This explanation is plausible, but before determining whether it is probable, we must 

address the other possible explanations. 

If this text is referring to men and women in general, a second idea suggested by 

the Kroegers would be plausible. According to them, "By the second century B.C.E. , 

authentes was being used to denote an originator or instigator." They conclude that what 

Paul actually taught was, "I do not permit a woman to teach nor to represent herself as 

originator of man but she is to be in conformity [with the Scriptures] ... For Adam was 

created first, then Eve. ,,278 They believe that some women in the church at Ephesus were 

spreading the Gnostic view that woman was the originator of man. There are at least four 

problems with this argument. First there is no attestation that this later Gnostic teaching 

was present in the first-century AD. Second, the construction of this sentence is vague if 

that is what he intended to say. Finally, this interpretation has other more serious 

implications for their own interpretation of 1 Tim 2: 12, 13. Contrary to the Kroegers ' 

view, if the author is concerned that women are teaching that Eve was the originator of 

277 Hommes. "Let Women be Sil ent," 19. 
278 Kroeger and Kroeger, I Suffer Not, 103. However, there is no indication that this Gnosti c concept was prevalent in 

the first or early second century. 
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Adam and are seeking to rule on this basis, then the author' s response in v. 13 would 

seem to indicate that a woman is not to rule over a man because Adam was created first 

and, therefore, has rule over a woman. It would simply reverse the issue he was 

addressing. Their argument inadvertently argues for primogenitor rule. Finally, the main 

problem with the Kroegers ' argument is their failure to address the author ' s thematic 

concerns about false teaching and qualified trained leadership. 

I contend that some wives were indeed teaching some sort of false doctrine. The 

author' s concern relates to their lack of education and their need to submit to the teaching 

of their husbands before teaching others. Bossy wives who were trying to control their 

husbands were not learning the essential truths, but instead were propagating false 

teaching. (Again, if this is related to the church then why were they not forbidden to 

teach women and children as well as men or husbands in this passage?) Bilezikian 

captures part of the problem but misses the intention of the author when he claims, "At 

the core of Paul ' s strategy was the elimination of all unqualified or deviant would-be 

teachers, both male and female, so that the church' s teaching ministry would be carried 

out exclusively by a small retinue of approved ' faithful men' who would be able to take 

from Timothy the teaching he had himself received from Paul and transmit it to others (2 

Tim 2:3).,,279 He fails to capture the author ' s intention of having wives learn so that they 

can lead. The author is concerned about qualified trained leadership and he wants wives 

279 Bilezikian, Beyond Sex Roles, 182 . 
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to learn in the home from their husbands before entering into leadership positions. This 

fully explains the prohibition. If wives were not living peaceably with their husbands, but 

rather, they were being bossy teachers (or bossy and teaching), they would never be 

prepared to lead in the church. They would continue to be susceptible to false teaching 

and to be propagators of false teaching.28o 

House, a complementarian, makes the mistake of applying the teaching to women 

in general. If he had interpreted the participant groups correctly, he may have come to the 

conclusion reached in this thesis. He struggles with these perceived limitations and states 

that "a woman member of the church's pastoral staff is not a violation ofScripture .. . she 

can function biblically and effectively without exercising authority over men as an elder 

would.,,281 His view prevents a woman from holding a senior pastoral position (pastoral 

positions are not mentioned in the NT and it is presumptuous to try to transpose this 

teaching on to our modern positions). House' s interpretation illuminates why it is of 

utmost importance that we understand the participant groups addressed by the author in 

this teaching so that the actual prohibition can be determined. 

This leads us to the third word and the discussion of its relevance to the meaning of 

this verse, the word oUbE. The question is, how does it link bLMoKELV and atJeEv1ELV? Is it 

280 This same argument would stand if the participants were to be men and women in the church as well. The injuncti on 
would simply change to women being trained by the more educated male leadership until they were full y trained and 
prepared for leadership. These women may not attempt to dominate the men which is a morall y unacceptable 
behav iour whether teaching or not. However, thi s confusion as to participants complicates the understanding of the 
passage as will be shown. 

28 1 I-Iollse, The Role of Women, 145 . 



152 

indicating two separate restrictions, two closely linked but separate restrictions or 

hendiadys? In other words, does au8EVtElV modify 6lOctOKELV or does it imply some sort 

of separate restrictions?282 Patriarchal and some complementarian scholars would opt for 

two separate commands, while many egalitarians argue that the second modifies the type 

of teaching that is restricted. This is an important distinction that is essential for 

determining the prohibition(s) taught in this passage. 

House argues that OU6E "is intensification, not a hendiadys. ,,283 He believes there 

are two restrictions although they may be closely linked?84 Moo argues that "Paul 

prohibits women from conducting either activity, whether jointly or in isolation, in 

relation to men.,,285 This allows him to come to the complementarian conclusion that 

women are not to be in leadership positions or teach men in the church. Belleville, on the 

other hand, sees a closer connection between the two words indicating that aUK aU6E "sets 

in parallel two or more natural groupings of words, phrases, or clauses.,,286 This allows 

her to come to a very different conclusion. "I do not permit a woman to teach a man in a 

dominating way but to have a quiet demeanor. ,,287 She has seen this link as a hendiadys 

with ' teaching' being modified by the idea of ' dominating'. This appears to be the more 

probable understanding of the double infinitives in this verse although it is difficult to be 

282 See above di scussion. 
283 House, The Role a/Wall/en, 52. 
284 See Kostenberger, Women in the Church, 84-103. See above arguments to refute hi s arguments. 
285 Moo, What Does it Mean?, 187. 
286 Belleville, Wall/en Leaders, 176 . 
287 Belleville, Wall/en Leaders, 177. 
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definitive about it. The Kroegers also come to a similar conclusion stating, "The OUbE 

indicates that (XU8EV'tELV explains what sort, or what manner, of teaching is prohibited to 

women.,,288 This, of course, fits well with the idea that a wife is forbidden to teach her 

husband in a domineering fashion. It appears that this prohibition does not forbid a wife 

from teaching her husband, as long as she does so with a quiet demeanour. This would 

further allow her to teach in any role God calls her to in the church, including the position 

of overseer, elder (or pastor in churches today) since she is being permitted to hold the 

two major offices mentioned in 1 Tim 3:1 and 3:10-11. Also, we cannot ignore the 

parallel construction which begins in v. 11. She is to be a submissive learner, learning 

with a peaceful spirit. The prohibition appears to be about being a bossy teacher in 

contrast to being a submissive learner. Kostenberger acknowledges this parallel 

construction but makes an interpretive enor. He rightly sees that vv. 11 , 12 use terms that 

are "viewed positively in the case of the women, the latter ones negatively. ,,289 However, 

he does not perceive the close connection between learning and submission and therefore 

misses the close connection between teaching and being bossy. Submission modifies the 

way in which a wife is to learn, while bossy modifies the way in which a wife in not to 

teach. He not only fails to see this connection, but he argues that the opposite of 

submission is having authority. I believe that being bossy can also be the opposite of 

288 Kroeger and Kroeger, I Suffer Not, 84. 
289 Kostenberger, Women in the Church, 9 1. 
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being submissive in this case. His argument has been shown to be flawed in a number of 

areas. The argument of this thesis provides a more plausible explanation for the 

adversative and third infinitive in v. 12 and the two occurrences of ~auxLq,. Knight 

correctly notes that the use of the, "adversative particle aUa indicates that this clause is 

contrasted with what precedes," but makes two mistakes, first, in his interpretation of the 

second infinitve and, second, by adding "but to be in silence.,,29o His second error relates 

to his failure to observe the author' s propensity for words in Semantic Domains 88 in this 

epistle, which leads him to the conclusion that the clause aU' EIV(U EV ~auXLq, means 

that the woman is "to be in silence" rather than a wife is to have "a peaceful demeanor." 

However, if ~auXL(x belongs in Semantic Domain 88, it becomes apparent that the 

admonition is juxtaposed to the previous statement about teaching in a bossy manner. 

Rather than being bossy or domineering, a wife is to be peaceful or quiet spirited, 

learning from her husband submissively and peacefully. The text is concerned about 

qualified, trained leadership that interacts with others in a godly, moral and ethical 

way.291 The author, in this unit, is laying down the qualifications for leadership, which 

extends to another pm1icipant group in the next subunit. 

290 Kni ght, COl11l11en!wy , 142. 
291 These dominant themes and Semantic Domains must all be considered when attempting to understand thi s passage. 
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The Creation and Fall Motif: Support Material 

Any interpretation of this text must account for vv. 13-15, ifit is going to be a plausible 

interpretation. It has already been noted that these verses provide SUppOlt material for v. 

12-as indicated by the use of yap and the background aorist tense-form verbs. However, 

the significance of these verses and their purpose is not universally accepted. 

As background to the debate, Pawson suggests that "Feminism over-emphasizes 

Genesis 1 and sexism does the same for chapter 2.,,292 This may be overstated, but it 

identifies the problematic nature of the argument. Egalitarian writers unanimously agree 

that the Genesis references do not relate to male headship, focusing on the equality of 

Gen 1. In reference to Gen 2, they differ slightly in their interpretation, but agree that 

Adam being created first does not suggest any type of primacy in the relationship.293 

They argue that women were not more predisposed to deception than men (something to 

which most complementarian writers would concur today). Complementarian writers all 

suggest that the Genesis 1-3 account (Gen 2 in particular) does teach male headship294 

though they focus on different sections of the account and differ about the extent of 

man 's headship. Most complementarian writers recognize and argue that headship does 

not mean superiority. Foh succinctly states that there is "ontological equality or equality 

in being" (emphasis hers)?95 

292 Pawson, Leadership is Male , 12. 
293 See Bilezikian, Beyond Sex Roles, 25 ; Hess, " Eq uality", 79-95. 
294 see Prahl , Women in/he Church, 35 ; Pawson, Leadership is iv/ale, 17 and others. 
295 Foh, "A Male Leadership View," 72 . 
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Numerous possibilities have been posited to explain these verses and any plausible 

explanation must relate definitively to the preceding co-text. As has been noted, the 

Kroegers and some others see the reference to Adam being created first as the defence 

against the pagan teaching of the primacy of Eve. 296 On the other extreme of the 

argument, Hanson argues that vv. 13 -14 in particular are teaching that the creation order 

is "a sign of man' s superiority to woman" and that Eve ' s deception was because she " is 

naturally more easily deceived than man" and that it "seems to have been sexual. ,,297 

Knight believes that this passage relates to the reversal of gender roles. 

Specifically, he orders that women may not teach or exercise authority over 
men in the Christian community and its gatherings (v. 12). As grounds for 
this insistence, he appeals to the authority relationship established between 
man and woman in the representative man and woman, Adam and Eve, by 
means of the order of creation (v. 13). This creation order is substantiated, 
or illustrated, by the great tragedy of the fall , when the leadership roles were 
reversed.298 

Knight conectly recognizes that v. 13 begins support material with the use of yap ?99 

However, his conclusion about the creation order and authority has been challenged by 

many egalitarian writers. 30o 

296 See Kroeger and Kroeger, I Suffer Not, 52; Hyatt, Internet article, 2. 
297 Hanson, Pastoral Epistles, 73. He draws thi s understanding fro m the belief that thi s epi stle is not an authentic 

Pauline letter and demonstrates views often contrary to Paul ' s own. In hi s view, v. 15 indicates the possibility of 
rehabilitation through her duti es in the home. 

298 Knight, COl/1lJ1en/OIY, 131. 
299 See Knight, COII/men/ary, 143. 
300 See many of the egali tari an writers li sted in thi s bibliography. They demonstrate that the creati on order does not 

support the supremacy of man over women and that bei ng man's helper does not create a superior relati onship as the 
same Hebrew word for helper is used of God. 
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With so many divergent views, is it possible to come to any definitive conclusion 

about what these verses are saying and how they relate to v. 12? My Discourse Analysis 

demonstrates that the author is supporting his teaching in vv. 11-12 with the creation, fall , 

and punishment accounts. First, it must be acknowledged that regardless of what 

individuals think about the Genesis 1 and 2 accounts of creation, the author was writing 

within a culture that was highly patriarchal, and arguing that he is deviating from this 

cultural norm must be substantiated. As Stassen and Gushee note, "it seems to us that 

Paul did in fact recognize certain distinctions in gender, especially related to male-female 

needs and roles within the family (Eph 5:22_33). ,,301 The author may have understood 

some concept of male headship that was dominant in first-century culture.302 However, it 

appears more likely in the cultural context of Ephesus that he is appealing [or wives to 

return to this pre-fall co-regency with their husbands,303 while at the same time 

identifying their need to be trained properly, so that they do not fall into the same 

deception as Eve. Ephesus, as noted, was unique in the first-century cultural context. It 

was common for uneducated women in the goddess cults to be priestesses and in the 

Dionysiac cult it was common for women to hate men. This translates into uneducated, 

30 1 Stassen and Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 323. 
302 Although headship is not used in the text of Genesis, Paul may have seen some sort of headship or leadership among 

equa ls based on thi s passage and passages like Eph 5 and I Cor II. However, 1 concur with those who do not beli eve 
headship in any fo rm is taught in Genesis 1-3 (Hess, " Equali ty," 79-95 ; Bilezikian, Beyond Sex Roles. 2 1-35) or in 
[ ph 5 and 1 Cor I I. 

303 T he idea of co-regency is based on Gen I :26-28 where God g ives both His male and fe male creation domini on over 
th e Earth . 
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time being unwilling to learn from their husbands. 
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The author is suggesting that a wife is to treat her husband with respect and listen to 

his instruction rather than accept their pagan neighbour' s religious understanding of the 

home which caused women to treat their husbands-and all men for that matter- with a 

lack of respect. In light of his concern for trained leadership, the author is reminding the 

recipient that Adam was created first and was taught directly by God and that Eve ' s 

failure to listen to Adam' s instruction and follow God ' s command led her into sin and the 

resulting punishment (the first of which was pain in child bearing). 

I believe Brown has rightly noted a connection between the use of aU8Ev'tElV and 

Gen 3: 16, although he makes the cOlmection to the man ruling over the woman here 

rather than the woman' s desire to control the husband.304 It is very possible that the 

author regards the infraction of wives in 1 Tim 2: 12 as the result of Gen 3: 16b, which 

refers to the second element of the punishment upon women: "yet your desire shall be for 

your husband, and he shall rule over you" (Gen. 3: 16b). Many have debated what this 

' desire for her husband' means. Some have taught that it is referring to the desire for 

sexual or relational intimacy. Bilezikian espouses the view that "Her desire will be for 

her husband, so as to perpetuate the intimacy that had characterized their relationship in 

304 Brown, Pastoral Epistles, 32 . 
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paradise lost. ,,305 Belleville also believes Gen. 3: 16 is seen as the desire for "sexual 

intimacy. ,,306 However, that does not really seem to capture the intent of the passage or 

the verb used in the description. The lexical term used in this passage occurs 

infrequently-like aU8Ev'tElv. This Hebrew word In.i?'~~ is used only two other times in 

the Old Testament, one of the additional uses occurs in the next chapter (Genesis 4:7, the 

other is in the Song of Songs 7: 10) where it talks about sin's desire for Cain. In that 

passage, it is obvious that desire is not intimacy or personal relationship, but rather has to 

do with control. Foh concurs with this view. 307 Relating these two passages, MacArthur 

specifically says, " In Genesis 3: 15-16 we discover that part of the curse God brought 

upon man and woman after the Fall was that woman would desire to control the man and 

he would have to rule over her. ,,308 Just as sin would desire to control Cain and he had to 

master it, after the fall , women would no longer desire to respect their husbands and be 

peaceable in the home, but they would seek to control their husbands and husbands 

would no longer desire to love their wives in a peaceful way, but would seek to dominate 

them.309 This provides a viable explanation for the use ofln.i?'~n by the author. The 

author likely knew the rarity of the Hebrew word in Genesis 3: 16 and may have wanted 

to capture the essence of this rarity in 1 Tim 2:12. He may have wanted to remind women 

305 Bilezikian, Beyond Sex Roles, 55 . 
306 Belleville, Women Leaders, 106. 
307 Foh, "A Male Leadership View," 75. 
308 MacArthur, God 's High Calling for Women, 2. 
309 Prohl notes that Gen. 3: 16 is "a statement, a prediction, a prophecy, of how man, degenerated by sin, wou ld take 
advantage of hi s headship as a husband to dominate, lord it over, his wife." (39) 
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who desire leadership in the church, that to lead in church, they must still respect their 

husbands in the home and they must first learn from their husbands. He was asking them 

to lead along with their husbands in the church in the method prescribed by God before 

the fall. This provides illumination for the meaning of 1 Tim 2: 15, a passage which has 

been greatly debated. As Porter notes, " 1 Tim 2.15, like few other passages in the NT, is 

almost embarrassing in the attention it draws to itself. It is one of those passages that 

makes discussion of 'Pauline theology' , in particular the debate over 'Paul' and women, so 

difficult. ,,310 He notes the difficulty in understanding this passage and discusses the 

various views that have been put forth as to the meaning of the text.311 There are three 

particular issues that have caused problems with understanding this verse and they are 

often affected by one 's own ideology. As Porter notes in the above reference, there is the 

issue of the future verb OWe~OE't(xL and its subject, the meaning of the word 'tEKVOYOV l(x(~ 

and the pI ural aorist verb \lE l VWO LV in the protasis of the conditional clause. Porter argues 

that the Greek verb o~(w is always used in the Pauline and deutero-Pauline epistles to 

refer to a "salvific spiritual act. ,,3 12 I would argue that it is questionable whether 1 Tim 

4:16 is referring to a ' salvific spiritual act ' . It probably refers to being delivered from 

false teaching. Whatever the case may be, context must be the determining factor for 

3\0 Porter, " Saved by Childbirth," 87. 
3 11 See Porter for hi s discussion of these various views. Porter, "Saved by Childbirth ," 90-9 1. See Knight who argues 

that I Tim 2: 15 is a refe rence to Jesus' birth and salvific purposes. Knight, CO /J1/J1enIGIJ' , 144-48 . Th is is a common 
evangeli cal position, but it clearly fai ls to account for the thematic fo cus of the letter and the surrounding co-text. 

312 Porter, "Saved by Childbirth," 93. 
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understanding this word since it is used in other contexts by writers to mean something 

other than the salvific work of God. Porter also argues against the idea that this verse is 

related to v. 12 because of the distance between the referents.3 13 However, I have 

demonstrated that vv. 13 -15 are support material for v. 12 and thus the logical referent is 

to the wife in v. 12. Porter does provide a strong argument for the second lexical item and 

the meaning of "childbearing." However, he then fails to see the possibility that the third 

word, the plural reference, refers back to v. 12 and the husband and wife relationship. He 

argues that 

Unlikely also is the idea that husbands and wives are the subject of the plural verb, on 
the basis of the conceptual sphere purportedly being one of marriage. There is little in 
the context to suggest or support this development in thought. More likely is a third 
proposal that the plural refers by way of an awkward grammatical shift to the products 
of the act of childbirth, the children themselves. A fourth proposal is that the plural 
expands to include all of the individual examples of the women referred to in 2.11-15a 
by representative or generic classification. If these women remain in faith, love and 
holiness, then they will be saved. 3 14 

However, the surrounding co-text of the passage is v. 12. Verses 13-15 support the 

author' s statement in that verse and the support material is based upon Gen 1-3. The 

author begins with the creation order to explain who received the instruction directly 

from God. This is followed by his claim that Eve was deceived which results from the 

fact that Adam' s prior creation means that he was taught by God, but Eve was to be 

taught by Adam and because of her lack of education she became (stative aspect) 

3 13 See Porter, "Saved by Childbirth," 95. 
3 14 Porter, "Saved by Childbirth," 98. 
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deceived. The author then states his hope that the resulting punishment of the woman 

could be overcome. She could hope to be delivered through the birth process if she and 

her husband ~ElVWOLV (continue) in faith, love and holiness.3 l 5 In respect to vv. 11-12, 

this would mean that the woman is to set herself free from the desire to domineer her 

husband and the husband is to train his wife for leadership, rather than rule over her. This 

thesis adequately addresses the co-text of the passage and holds the verse in light of the 

overall theme of the epistle and argument of the co-text. The Discourse Analysis has 

helped to place v. 15 into the overall thematic structure of the epistle and in its 

connection to the surrounding co-text. The plural reference to the husband and wife in 

verse 15 is then canied forward into 3: 1. The expectation developed in v. 15 is that the 

wife will return to the pre-fall condition in which "they" the husband and wife are in a 

conect relationship. She will then not seek to be a bossy teacher, but rather to be a 

submissive learner. The physical childbilih situation in v. 15 is the physical example of 

the new spiritual condition in which the wife ' s behaviour is changed from that of the 

surrounding culture where god/goddess cult worshiping women hated and dominated 

men to one where they are TIl01El Kal &YcXTIlJ Kal &:Y lao~Q ~E1cX oW¢pOOUVT]C;; . In this 

relationship, a wife can learn from a husband and overcome the deception that she was 

susceptible to in an unlearned state. It is because of this expectation that her seeking the 

315 The jo int responsibili ty in marriage, leading to a promise or expectation, can also be seen in I Peter 3:7 where the 
responsibility orthe husband and wife in the ir relati onsh ip to each other affects the answer to prayer. In thi s passage. 
it is how the husband relates to the wife th at is important, but in I Tim relates more to the wife ' s response to her 
husband . 
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office of overseer is a good thing and both she and her husband can seek this position, if 

these prior qualifications (for the husband the following qualifications) are met.316 The 

church should not be reluctant to place trained men or women into this office. Brown' s 

supposition that the reluctance in 3: 1 was due to the "additional danger of persecution, 

and S. Paul feels it necessary to dwell on the spiritual glory of the vocation, which ought 

to outweigh all the counsels of worldly prudence,,,3 17 is not supported by the theme of the 

letter. The epistle ' s thematic emphases are on trained, godly leadership, not persecution. 

3 16 Further instructions for the husband are presented in chapt . 3, but the protasis of the conditional clause in v. 15 

app li es to their qualification s as well . 
3 17 Brown, Pastoral Epistles, 24. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

Abductive Synthesis 

Understanding the text of 1 Tim 2: 11-12 has been complicated over the centuries by the 

presuppositions of those who wrestle with the text. It is further complicated by the 

unusual word in v. 12 and the complicated support material in vv. 13-15. Discourse 

Analysis allows the scholarly practitioner to observe the big picture, seeing the 

macro structures before attempting to address these microstructures. Only as the overall 

discourse is understood can one hope to understand this specific passage, and even then 

all findings must be considered tentative and open to debate. Having made this 

disclaimer, I believe certain interpretations become more likely than others and it is my 

hope that this analysis will lead to a better understanding of the text and lead to new 

discussion on the role of women in the church today. 

This Discourse Analysis demonstrates the thematic purpose of the epistle and 

enables us to understand the context of 1 Tim 2. The author is concerned about the false 

proclamation by untrained teachers that was apparently rampant in the church in Ephesus. 

This false teaching involved ungodly, immoral and unethical behaviour. The teaching in 

vv. 11-12 was written with these themes in mind. The author addresses the qualifications 

required for leaders in chapters 2 and 3. The componential tie in 1 Tim 3: 1 elucidates the 

fact that both these chapters present the qualifications for godly leadership. This 

understanding must enlighten any interpretation of 1 Tim 2:9-15 and more specifically 

vv.II -12. 
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Based on these findings, vv. 11 -12 must be understood as related to the issue of 

false teaching and the correction of this problem. The cultural context of Ephesus 

suggests that less educated women were involved in leadership in the surrounding 

goddess cults and probably in the church in Ephesus. Their behaviour was likely 

influenced by the impact of the Dionysiac religion which frequently displayed outbreaks 

of hatred toward men.318 I contend, based on this analysis and the discussion of Eph 5 

above, that wives transported these religious influences into the home and became 

domineering and bossy. This is then the predicating problem addressed by the author. 

The bossiness of the wife is a moral and ethical issue related to the behaviour of those 

women actively involved in god/goddess cult worship, but it is only one of the errors 

related to vv. 11-12. Wives had been deceived, likely through their lack of education, and 

they were not only bossy, but were teaching false doctrine. Their attitude toward their 

husbands prevented them from receiving needed instruction. The author attempts to 

correct this two-sided problem. The second concern, the lack of education, appears to be 

the source of their unethical behaviour and their false teaching based on the lone directive 

in v. 11. The author directs the wife to learn Cllav8avE-rw). The remainder of these two 

verses centres on this one directive. She is to learn in a submissive and respectful way 

rather than teaching her husband and domineering him, or she is possibly teaching her 

3 18 On these two points it is difficult to be dogmatic as the evidence does not prove that these two issues were the 
specifi c issues addressed by the author or that they were a specific issue in Ephesus at the exact point that this epi stle 
was written. However, the genera l emphasis of the context o f these verses and the issue of the wi fe ' s behav iour 
toward her husband fit s the general point being made by the author. 
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husband in a domineering way. I believe the second of these two ideas is more likely, but 

it is not essential to understanding the intent of the author. The key is that she was 

teaching and she was bossy rather than learning in a submissive manner. She is twice 

called to be peaceful. This lack of respect was the underlying behavioural problem which 

was causing her to espouse false doctrine. If these women were false teachers, it is 

possible that they were combining the goddess cult practice of having women leaders 

with the practices of women in the Dionysiac cult, which led them into being bossy 

teachers of their husbands, teaching wrong doctrine in their unlearned state, both in the 

home and in the church. These women not only teach wrong doctrine, but they are poor 

examples in their behaviour in a strong shame-based, patriarchal culture. Understanding 

this passage in this manner helps clarify the teaching in the support material. 

If the author views the behaviour of the wives in v. 12 as an allusion to Gen 3:16b, 

as discussed above, it naturally leads into the support material on the creation and fall 

motif. If wives were teaching their husbands false doctrine in a bossy way, the call to 

learn and the danger of being deceived would explain the references to the creation order 

and the fact that Eve became (perfect tense-form) deceived. Eve failed to heed the 

teaching of Adam. As a result, she was not prepared to stand against enticement and was 

deceived. This leads to v. 15 and the second result of the fall (pain in childbearing). Just 

as the wife who will hear and learn from the husband can be kept from deception, so the 

wife who lives at peace with her husband and her husband with her can expect to be kept 

safe tluough the birth process. This is a sign of God ' s blessing and this wife is then free 
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to seek the leadership offices such as overseer (she desires a good thing, 3: l), and the 

husband in this relationship is also free to seek the office. I believe this explanation 

demonstrates an interpretation which is consistent with the overall purpose of this letter 

and is cohesive in its understanding of the surrounding co-text. 

In summary, it appears that women in Ephesus desired leadership positions which 

led the author to address the requirements for leadership. The creation order is used to 

enhance our understanding of this text. The author uses the creation order account in 

Genesis to address the issue of who was taught directly by God and who was deceived 

because of her failure to listen to God's instruction from her husband. This understanding 

links the Genesis reference directly to the common theme of trained, mature leadership 

based upon the ability to rise above the punishment that resulted from the fal1. 3 19 

The church needs to understand that wives pursuing leadership positions is a good 

thing (see discussion on 1 Tim 3: 1), but wives need to know that they must first meet the 

learning requirements to avoid the failure of Eve. Following this enjoinder, the letter 

addresses the home lifestyle requirements for a husband who desires to be an overseer. 

To be a leader in the church, one must maintain a proper relationship in the home-both 

husbands and wives. First-century women were, in general, less educated than their 

husbands and, for this reason alone, they would be more susceptible to false teaching. As 

such, they must first submit to the teaching of their husbands without being domineering. 

319 See above. 
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Like the novice, they must first learn to avoid the pitfall of pride and, like the prospective 

deacons, they must first be proved to demonstrate their readiness for ministry. Grenz and 

Kjesbo summarize this succinctly: "Hence orthodox teaching-not the preservation of 

male headship-appears to be uppermost in Paul ' s mind as he writes his injunction 

concerning women. ,,320 

320 Grenz and Kj esbo, Women in Minisoy, 127 . 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

Conclusion and Implications 

I return to the beginning and the discussion of whether my thesis is supported by 

this research and whether Webb's redemptive-movement hermeneutic with his egalitarian 

ultimate ethic stands up under the scrutiny of this Discourse Analysis model. Webb's 

argument concerning the forward movement of women's rights within the faith 

community provided the impetus for my reevaluating 1 Tim 2: 11-12. He demonstrates 

that women clearly fared better as a whole within God's faith community, but struggled 

with this passage in 1 Tim. He admits that this is one of the most challenging texts in 

regard to his hermeneutic on women. The subjective nature of his ultimate ethic leaves 

this passage as either a corrective to provide limits to the forward movement of women or 

it has been misunderstood and needs to be revisited. Having held a complementarian 

view of 1 Tim 2:11-15, I accepted the traditional interpretation of this text and its 

apparent restriction of women, but I became increasingly uneasy with this interpretation 

as I met many gifted women who were being kept out of leadership and teaching ministry 

based solely on their gender. This began a reevaluation of 1 Tim 3: 11-15. Webb ' s work, 

though thought-provoking, does not provide an adequate tool for dealing with this 

controversial text. 321 It does, however, lead one to reevaluate the text, even though it does 

321 He determines hi s ultimate ethic as a continuation of the forward movement without recogni tion that there may be 

an upper limit to thi s forward movement. 
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not reach a strong objective argument. To reach an objective conclusion requires some 

other method of research. My initial research led me to the conclusion in my thesis, 

which I then sought to support or refute through the use of this Discourse Analysis 

model. My research has demonstrated that my thesis was only partially correct. Though it 

does support the need for a wife to be in a proper relationship with her husband in the 

home, the moral and ethical behaviour of the wife was only one aspect of the author's 

argument in 1 Tim 2. Her behaviour in the home was an ethical and moral issue, but it 

was related to a much deeper problem. Her response to her husband was a matter of 

gaining the education needed to lead in the church. This analysis has demonstrated that 

the church in Ephesus had a problem with false teachers and teaching and some of these 

wives in the church may have been involved in teaching false doctrine. In a culture where 

women were generally less educated, women were more susceptible to false teaching. In 

the honour and shame environment of the first-century patriarchal society, the normal 

place for women to learn was in the home from their husbands. Hence, the author of this 

epistle instructs wives to learn in submission to their husbands in a peaceful maimer. 

They are to do this with a peaceful spirit, rather than teach their husbands in a bossy 

manner. 

Verses 13-15 support this call for women to learn peacefully. The failure to hear 

the teaching of her husband had led the first wife to be deceived, and this led to the 

consequences of Gen 3. The lack of education in this first-century church was causing 

women in leadership to espouse false doctrine, and to conect this they are admonished to 
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first learn in submission and peacefulness before seeking these leadership positions. The 

author makes it clear that in desiring the position she KtxAOU EPYOU E1Tl8q..lEl (desires a 

good work) (3:1). The author has addressed a problem in v. 12 that has been evident since 

the fall, a power struggle. He asks husbands and wives to rise above this and by doing so 

wives can expect overcome the consequences of the fall, the danger of childbirth (2: 15) 

and the desire to control her husband (2: 12), moving into the experience of co-regency 

that was present before the fall. 

My analysis demonstrates that the author wants to be sure that the church is 

equipped with godly, morally pure, trained leadership. He does not want to hinder some 

group from being leaders. Wives need to be educated, novices needed to mature (3:6) and 

deacons needed to be proven (3: 10). It is in this light that we can begin to draw clear 

implications from this passage for application in the church today. 

First, it must be understood that the author is not attempting to restrict people 

from ministry based on their gender. This passage makes it clear that anyone desiring a 

leadership position is seeking a good thing (3: 1). But, there are requirements for those 

who wish to teach or lead in the church. This leads to the second implication. Leaders 

(women or men) must be learn, mature and be tested before entering into leadership 

positions (2: 11 ; 3 :6, 10). Leadership positions cannot be determined by financial status (1 

Tim 6) or through power struggles, but tlu'ough training and preparation for ministry. 

Third, moral and ethical behaviour are essential issues when choosing church leaders . 

The proper behaviour of the potential leader in the home and community is an essential 
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quality for being a leader in the church. If Christian wives and husbands do not display 

their faith in the home and community, then they are unqualified to serve in church 

leadership positions. This is not a call to perfection, but a call to character development. 

The issues which are pertinent to determining quality of character can be influenced by 

the cultural context and must be considered when choosing leaders. What is considered 

appropriate in North America may not be appropriate in Asia. Certain moral qualities 

must be considered transcultural (such as sexual purity) but others may be culturally 

based (such as proper clothing). 

In summary, this analysis has determined that behaviour and training are the key 

essential thematic issues of concern to the author of 1 Tim, not gender. In the twenty-first 

century, there is gender equality in education and, in this sense, the text of 1 Tim is 

culturally bound. However, the essential truth is that leaders need to be educated and 

trained. This principle is transcultural and relates to both genders. As church leaders in 

the twenty-first-century continue to be scrutinized by the surrounding culture and as 

malTiages within leadership continue to struggle and sometimes break down, the call to 

moral and ethical purity and correct behaviour in the home is as essential today as it was 

in the church of Ephesus in the first century. The issues surrounding proper behaviour 

may differ, but the need of moral excellence and doctrinal purity remains. 

It is my hope that this study will help lead the egalitarian movement forward and 

allow women to take up the positions that they have been equipped and called to perform. 

The church suffers from a lack of leadership and needs all the qualified help that it can 
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receive. Many people are serving in positions, not because they are qualified for the 

position, but because there is no one else to do the work. The church needs all qualified 

leaders leading and if we are going to move forward for the cause of Christ, we need to 

break down these walls of inequality. 
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