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Following the Civil Var, the Ilegro in the couthern states was
officially freed and given the full rizhts of citizens of the United
States, ineluding the right to ﬁote. The evidence indicates that, to
a modest extent, this_franchise was exercised, but in the following
decades a movement to disfranchise the Negroes grew up in the South;
first by intimidation, end then officielly through chenges in stete
law-and constitutions. Certain conditions for this movement are
examined; weak leadership in federel politics, splits in Congress,
social and economic life for blacks and whites during the reconstruction
period, and so on. It is contended though, that the cruciasl ceusal
fectors can be traced to the rivelry in state politics between various
white groups; the wealthy whites from the plantaticn country bordering
the llississippi River, against the poorer white farmers from the nore
barren lends. In between *his, the Negroes were caught as npolitical
footballs*, unable to protect their position. This hypothesis is
considered in the case of lissiseippi, the leader in the disfranchisement
movernient, and finzlly, the problem is formulated in a more general Qay,
to consider certain implications the study raises both for democcratic

governitent, and for the study of race relations.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCT TON

In recent decades an increasingly vocal and violent jegro protest
has made pmerica painfully aware of the second class citizenship of
this part of the population. Characteristic of this lower position
is a widespread segregation system actively enforced by the whites,
and & role ss spectators rather than participants in the politicel
life of the nation., This, together with many forms of economic
and social discrimination, have made it very difficult for the Negross
t§ form ¢ middle clags that can in-any vay match the huge and affluent
white classes.

Defenders of the pmerican white supremacy system often argue
that this is a consistent and unbroken tradition that followed
smoothly from the end of the ¢ivil var, It is rooted in ideclogies
of a hundred yezrs ago they claim, and to believe that these can be
chanzed quickly, in the course of one generation, is naive and
inpractical. This presents a pessimistic picture for the future
stability of the smerican society; The Negro spokesmen insist that
the whites have had a hundred years to remedy the situation and they
will accept no further delay, while white leaders maintain that
things cannot be rusheq, attitudes will not chenge overnight, and
liberalization is coming sll the time but ét its own pace. Folitical
events in the United gtestes in the last few years suzgest that the

positions taken by the twio sides sre moving apart and little faith



is held in the middle ground of judicial reforms by either whites or
blacks now.

Yhen considering the possibiliiy of social change of great
magnitude such as the changes needed in the United gtatss today, it
is sometimes useful to analyse the gituation in & historical wsy in
order to clarify what the nature of the problem is, and to what
extent and for what reasong, there are barriers to change.

The gouthern historian ¢, Ven vYoodward has taken a lead in this
work and has taken a position different from popular belief. rThe
Yoodward thegis 1is that for a period following the end of the
Civil war the position of the Negro looked quite promising, but in
a perlod of gharp reaction this hopeful situation was reversed in
the gouvthern States, with these states first disfranchising their
Negroes end only after thig instituting separation policies known as
the WJim Qrowil laws, or segregation. while there were certain
segregation measures at an earlier time and while the slavery system
undoubtedly furnished some of the ideological roots for this disecrimin-
ation, these are of relatively mino» importance in the largexr scheme
of things.

voodwerd explains that wiy only purpose has been to indicate
that things have not always been the seme in the gouth . . . fhe policies
of proscription, segregation, and disfranchisement that are often
described as the immutable 'folkways'! of the gouth, impervious slike
to legislative reform and armed intervention, are of a more recent
origin.n 1

There is evidence that during the reconstruction years the
Negro used his legal franchise frequently and his vote was actively

recruited by Republicans, Democrats, and later the Populists, in the



South. Also, this was et a difficult time of transition from slavery
to freedom by a legro ypopulation wholly unprepared for participation
in the political process of the country. mhere is also evidence that
there was a considerable number of white goutherners who believed
that a Negro population with the full political snd civil rights of
United gtates citizens was in the best interests of all goutherners.
The exact nature of the plece the Negroes should occupy night be
argued according to a personts particular philosophy of race reletions,
whether liberal, redical, or conservative, but the conelusions re-
mained the same.

yoodward gives us some leads on why this reaction against the

Vegroes happened. FEe points out in The gtrange gareer of Jim ¢row

that wrhe southts adoption of extreme racism was not so much due to

a conversion as it was to a relaxation of the opposition. 2)1 the

elements of fear, jealousy, proscription, hatred, and fanaticiem had

long been present, as they are present in varying degrees of intensity

in any society.n 2
He continues, w/hat happened toward the end of the century was

an almost simulteneous -- snd sometimes not unrelated -- decline in the

effectiveness of restraint that had been exercised by &ll three forces;

llorthern liberalism, Southern conservatisn, and southern radicalism.u 5
Wwoodward also feels that disfranchiisement didntt necessarily

have to come; it is not accurate to take a detemministic point of view,

lle seecs it as & particular alignment of forces at a particular time,

end writes, At the dawn of the new century the wave of gouthern

recism came in as a swell upon a nounting tide of national sentiment

and was very rniuch part of that sentiment. Had ihe tide been running



the other way, the Southern wave would heve broken fesbly instesd of
becoming a wave of the future.n

It is proposed here then, to look at a specific instance
of this :&#ligmment of forces in the movement to teke the vote away
from the southern Negro, culminating in the ptississippl constitutional
convention of 1890, fThe attempt will be mede to establish a logical
sequence of cause, condition, and effect in relation to these events,
That is, the contention will be that this movement was the product of
a power struzgle, both political and economic, between different
interest groups, with two competing groups of whites and a passive
Negro pppulation, and in this the Negross were caught in an nin
betweentt position with both white groups using them to further their
ovn interests. The conditions will be outlined by examining both
the gocial and political life in the period from the end of the ¢ivil
War up to 1890. It will be suggested that both a specific and a
general effect followsd from this; specificelly the state of
Migsissippi cslled & constitutionsl Convention in 1890 that resulted
in the disfranchisement of most of the gtatets Negroes, and generelly,
anti-llegro ideologies were invented during this period for purposes of
expediency, justification, and so on. fThis will be followed by a
formulation of this hypothesgsis into e more generalized, or theoretical
framéwork, with reference to existing work on the theory of race
relations.

Mississippl was not selected as the case in point for any very
speclal reason. It seems logical to select this state beceusge it was
a leader in the disfranchisement movement, and as one state after

another in the gouth followed yississipplits lead, they adopted many



of the devices invented in the 1€90 Convention. fThis state is also

a reasonably typical deep Southern gtate, if there is such a thing, in
that she has a #Rlack Bsltv of fertile farmingvland ideal for large
scale plantation operations, together with a more barwren upland

region suitable for little more than sibsistence existence. Also, 1t
has & high proportion of iegroes, most of whom are centered in the
more Tertile Tarming region, leaving the uplands to a predominately
white population; the source of the popular epithet uwpoor white

trash.n



FOOTHOTES

1 ¢. Van Voodward, The gtrang;e{career of Jim ¢row (New York:
oxford University Press, 1957), p. [

2

Ibid., 51
? mbid., 52

4 qvid., 56



CHAPIER THO

CONDITIONS IN THHE SOUTH, 1865-90

This section 1s intended to look at the way the Iegroes adjusted
to the chenges brought about by the civil war and the nature of their
relations with the whites. It is @lso meant to touch upon white
attitudes towards the Negroes and the accuracy and juétificatiom of
these.

During the war, the attitudes of the sleves appears to have been
guided very nuch by personal considerations, end many slaves remained
loyal) to their master to the end. News of the ecmancipation travelled
slovly and wharton estimates thet about helf of the slaves had been
freed by advancing Union ermies by the time thet Tincoln made his
official Proclemation.

Under the Union ermy seversl projects were started to get the
Negroes fayming the cotton crop for sale in the North, mhese met
with varying degrees of success, and one difficulty was finding
cach to psy the Negro workers, A particularly successful experiment
in this line wes the establishment of & Yegro communs) farm at a
bend in the Mississippi kiver kpnown es Davis Bend. fThis land had
belonzed to Jefferson Davis and his brother before it was overrun
by the North, and in 1804 it was turned over to the Negroes in the
area under supervigion and help from the army. In spite of setbacks
including Jurisdictional disputes between the Treasury Department
and the Frecedmans Department in Washington, most of the land was

divided up into parcels of from five or ten, tc one hundred scres,



between some 7H Y¥reedmen., During the Tfirst year there were Confederate
raids end of more serilous consequences, the ermy worm whichldestroyed
five~sixths of the first crop. In spite of this the plantaticn
prospered with the soaring price of cotton.

The following year the colony was more fully orgenized with a
large degree of lezgro control. fhree Judiciegl districts were set up
with Negro courts in each as well as sheriffs and judges. This
system was found to work well and there was a low crine rate and fair
punishment of offenders. There was a Home Tarm managed by disabled
people, orphans, and so on, and many snall ferms managed by pértnern
ships or familiec.

The colony realized good profits in the two years of its operation
and generally seems to have been a highly successful enterprise thst
showed just whet the Negro could do under the right conditions and
with a rceconable emovnt of encouragment. Howover, by 1866 all the
previous white owners of the lands had been given Presidential pardons
and had reclaimed thelr land. Wharton cemments;

The significance of this one-year experiment lies in what

it shows nmight heve developed from Tetonts early system of

camps if the tradicalst in Congress had allowed their

radicalism to extend in to the field of economics instead

of confining it to that of politics. 1

However, meny of the legroes were crowded into ermy campsg where
conditions were extremely bad and where they were cheated and robbed.
Generally conditions after the war were very depressed, as might be
expected of a land that had been a battlefield for several years.
There was a certain amount of movement and migration by the yreedmen,

but this wase carried‘out only by a minority of the rreedmen. pccording

to wWharton:



Altogether then, the transition to freedom came very graduslly

to most of the legroes of Mississippl who hed remained in

slavery until ths end of the wsr. 10ost of them remeined on their

0ld placesg, and retained the habit of obedience to their white

enployers,

lleny Negroes hoped that some of the old plantation land would be
thrown opren for settlement but only a minority of Rrepublican Congress-
men seriousgly congidered this and as time passed with no reel grants
except unsettled territories in the vwest, most Negroes turned their
attention to buying themselves small farms. This was a difficult
ambition to realize however, what with the very low wages paid to
Negro labourers and the poor cerop years of 1866 and 1867. only
a small percentage of Negro farmers ever managed to get their own
land, and this continued well into the twentieth century.

The vast majority got involved in selling their labour through
a variety of schemes with wgharecroppingt the most common., tmnder
this plan, although there were many variations, the tenant would work
on someone elsets land and would pay the owner some proportion of
his crop as rent. The tenant would sometimes receive food end utensils
from the owner which wouvld be covered by the crop payment., Thie plan
was popular because it meant that flucuations in the cotton merket, a
frequent occurance, were felt by both parties, and also it was & sort
of mutual incentive plan in that it was to the advantage of both
worker and owner to reap the largest possible crop. Many Negroes
preferred a straight rental plsn as this made it more likely for them
to realize big profits in a good year (but they were in trouble in

poor years). The other plan in wide useage was a simple wage schedule

which according to Baker writing in yollowing the golour l.ine , was

most popular emong the poorer Negroes. This usually involved a yearly



contract wvhere the labourer would lose a substantial part of his wage
if he should defaultl on any of the terms of the contract. piscretion
here lay with the employers who could, for instance, fire an employee
for dishonesty on mere suspicion. ywages were low, even when correction
is made for the value difference of the dollar in those days. one
hundred and fifty dollars & year was & representative fizure, with the
eddition of a fairly meagre supply of rations, farm implements, and so
on.

commenting on the way that these systems actually worked, paker wrote.

But in the gouth, the present tenant system is much nearer

the conditions that prevailed in slavery times than it is

to the present Northern tenant system. mhisg grows naturally

out of slavery; the white man had learned to operate big

plantations with ignorant help; &and the }egro on his part

had no training for any other system. mhe white men vas

the natural master end the pegro the natural dependent

and a mere ¥Fmancipation did not at once change the

gpirit of the relationship.

Participation by the Federal government in the resdjustment of
the legroes to their new circumstances wes centered in the pFreedmants
Burcau. This orgenization was founded in 1€65 after political battles
between Congress and pPresident Johnson, and on June 2 the Bureau
igsued a series of regulations concerning lregro labour. gqhey hed to
work, and those that refused would be placed under forced labour on
home farms, without pay. various terms for the labour contracts were
stipulated, such as the obligation of the employens to provide
basic necessities like food, clothing, medicine and tools. Negroes
violating their contracts by laziness or other misdemeanours would
forfeit part of their share of the crop or their wages, or if it wes

a serious offense, could be fired with loss of pay due themn,

The evidence indicated thet these rules werentt taken seriously
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by the Southern lend owners, althouzsh most of them were inclined to
be just as tough in their relations with the labourers as any of these
cleuses describe.

An early manifestation of the difficulty of southern whites in
adjusting to the new circumstances was seen in the efforts to displace
Negro labour with Furopeans, Chinese coolies, (ubans, and so on.
companies viere formed that promised to provide immigrant lebourers
at a guaranteed low cost, and rumors of amazingly cheep labour were
widespread, &as white southerners apparently looked forward for the
opportunity of a sort of mass tthumbing of their nosesn at the
Yegroes vhose labour to that time had been so necessary to the great
cotton fortunes., oOn the whole though, this entire scheme wasg more
fantesy than fact end only & few such labourers ever reached pmericsa.
The cost of importing them turned out to be far greater than had been
fmagined at first. Also it became apparent that the jjezro labour
compared favourably with anything that could be imported.

An important question during these years was over the quality of
the Negro labourer in the new arrangement compered to the slavery
days, and also to the poor white whom the Negroes now faced in economic
conpetition much to the annoyance of the foimer.

Wharton reports that;

Tt 1is apparent that long before 1699, the planters, much

as they might complain of the faults of the Negroeg, had

conme 1o pr?fer ﬁhem to any other class of labourers they

could obtain.

Baker cites a vivid ezample of this feeling from the comments
of an Alabama planter:

give me Negroes every time. I woulda't have a low-dowm

white tenant on my plsce. You can get worx out of any
Negro if you know how to handle him; but there are some white
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men who won't work and can't be driven, bacause they are white.n5
But it is well known that this was the only place that the
owning class of gouthern whites wanted the ljegroes; working for low
wages on the land and doing the dirty jobs in the cities. A letter

by a Georgian in 1906 shous this well:

The only use we have for the Negro is as a labourer. It is
only as such that we need him; it is only as such that we
can use him, I the Torth wants to take him and educate

him we will) bid him godspeed and contribute to his educatio
if the schools sre located on the other side of the line.

Thig was only part of the story. To the poor white, or labouring
white, the celebrated poor white trash, the pegro should not only
be a labourer, but should also be the very lowz2st of labourers.

when the sgkilled Tegro appears and begzins to elbow the
white man in the gtruzgle for existence, dontt you know
the white man rebels and won'!t have it so? If you dontt
it wonitt teke you lonz to find it out; just go out snd
ask a few of them, those who tell you the whole truth,
and see what you will find out about it.

There were a few in the gsouth who saw the conseguences of such
an attitude. A reputable Mississippl planter; president of the Miss-
issippi Cotton Association protested.

Every dollar T own those Negroes made for me. our ancestors

chased them down and brought them here. They are just what

we made them, By our own greed and extravagance we have spoiled

a good many of them, It has been popular here -- now happily grow-

ing less so -- to expoilt the llegro b% high store-prices and
by encouraging him to get into debt.

Negro leadership, guided by well knovn intellectuals pooker
Yashington and later W,E, Du Bois, fought against this; they saw
education as a key and tried to instill en ideology'of quiet im-
provement, and to Washington, politicel participation was not
immediately prerequisite. gducation to pu Bois shonld not be mere

trade school instruction, Mjevertheless, I insist that the object
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of all true education is not to make men carpenters; it is to make

9

carpenters men,! Baker gives an illustration of the washington
ideology; a northern dignitary finished addressing a class of jegro
children in Georgia and asked if he could take a message back to the
people in the North:

what shall T tell them for you® he asked. a little black

boy in front stood up quickly, and szid;trell tem massa, we

is riging.r 10

The conseguences of an ﬁndivided Negro vote was apparent to this
Negro leadership class, the nTalented mentht and Jewis in an article
on the wpolitical HMind of the Negro since 18904 reports that the more
intelligent Negroes did not give undivided support to the Rrevublicans.
They were critical of the radicel policies sgeinst the old confederates
ana suspected ths motives of the Republicens.,

It secens reagonable to state then, thet while there is no
quegtion of the fact that the Hegroes were a working class, and a
pretty ignorant one for the most part, there was during the years
after the war, not only a desire for improvement, but some real
Progress.

To Lewinson, "It had become therefore, less and less possible
between 1€70 and 1900 to meke blanket statements that the intelligent

freedman is but s drop in the bucket, that the llegro had no steke

in the community, that he was shiftlegs and incapable of advancement.nll
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1 v.L. wharton, The Negro in nississippi, 1€65-1€90 (new york,
Evanston, end Jondon, Harper and Row, 1905). p.ltl

2 Ibid., 52
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4 Wwharton, 122
5 Baker, 78

6 Ibig-, &4
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é 1bia, 10

9 H. wish, mhe Megro Since Eméncipatiqg (mnglewood ¢liffs, yrentice-
Hall, 1964). p.70

lOBaker, 92



CHAPTER THREE

POLITICS, 1865-90

The political history of the United gtates from the end of
the Civil war, through the Reconstruction years, and into the period
up to the end of the century is a violent and changeable story.
The various phases of Reconstruction, the politicel alignments in
the South, and the part played by the Negro voter in the whole
thing is important for our purposes, showing the process whereby
the Negroes were disffanchised end some of the conditions necessary

for this.

15

Leets surrender at ppporatiox brought to the forefront a question

that had been lurking in the minds of lenders on both sides; what
would the relstion how be betvieen the victorious ynion and the
defeated Confederste States? mThe several different plans in
circulation were based upon the various ways that the gonstitution
could be interpretsd-on the question of attempted succegsion.

Southerners maintained that since the rebellion had bsen
defined by the North as one of individuals rather than states, then
the southern states were still full-fledged mentbers of the Union
with the rights and protection of the Comstitution. ynder this
interpretation the war had only established the supremacy of
Federal rights over gtates rights, and the duty of the gouth during
Reconstruction was to establish loyal state governments while the
duty of the Federal covernment was to re-estabdblish its various

agencies and services in the gouth.
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President Andrew Johneonts interpretation was only slightly
different. To him, certain gsoutherners had tried to exercise the
non-existent right of succession, wvhich meant that while the state
governments had not disappeared they were in a state of suspension,
a deep sleep, and had to be re—started by certain federal acts such
as pardons, the eppointment of new, loyal officers to run the state
governments, and so on. Johnson inhsrited much of this interpretstion
of, and policy for, Reconétruction from the assegsinated president
Lincoln who had always maintained that the yUnion had never been
broken and the problem was how to re-establish the old relationships
of the gouthern states to the Union.

Quite a different view was held by mhaddeus stevens, a powerful
revublican Senator. This was a radical interpretation that insisted
that by waging war the southern stotes had actually removed themselves
from the Union and were conquered tervrvitories that could be dealt
with by the rFederal government as they saw fit.

The closest thing to a compromise theory was sumner's nstate-
suiciden theory. This position held that elthouzh it was impossible
for a state to withdraw from the Union, the southern states had
committed treason by tryinzg and although territorial state lines
couldn't be changed, congress could act as though the former
confederate states were governmentless territories and had the right
to institute any civil and political rights programs it wished.

The Democratic party in this period was at an all time low,
They had traditionally drawn heavy support from the gouth, and with
the lose of these representatives during the war together with the

commitment of the Republicans to the war effort end the thinge this
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canme to stand for, it was crucial for the pemocrats to restqre the
gouthern states to full participation in the wederal govermment as
quickly as possible.

A strange political paradox developed during the first months of

reconstruction, The Republican President Johnson, following the
lenient and pregmatic plen of generousify toward the gouth developed
by Lincoln, moved toward a policy of Presidential gpeconstruction
where the executive would initiate the new state governments and
reconstruction sgencieg in a benevolent and conciliatory way,
In the renks ¢f the Rewublicen party though, seversl elements of
varying degrees of radicaliem wanted a riuch tougher, nhard linew
policy that would continue from the assumpticns laid down in the
stephens and Sumner interpretations of the gonstitution.

Thug the pemocrats, together with a smell and relatively
uninfluential segment of the pepublicens in gongress, came to ally
themselves with President Johngon, against a coalition of moderates
plus out and out radicals in the prepublican party. mhis coalition
wag interested in a policy of widespread control in the southern
states with guarantees of loyalty from the southern electorate and
disqualification of ranking ex-confederates from any political positions.

Johnson h«d advanced from the vice-presidency to succeed jincoln
on April 15, 1865 and was at that time somewhat of a political un-
known. 1In May of 1&55 he msde his first major Reconstruction move,
recognizing severel state govermments set up under Lincoln and a few
weeks later offering pardons to ell former rebels, except those
'falling into certain categories, on condition that they would agree to

th. In December he eppointed several provisionsal

a loyalty o
o v

m
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governors, re-started many federal agencies in the South, and directed
the provisional governments to hold constitutional conventions in
which they would recognize the changes established by the war.

The congtitutions that were formulated by each of the ex-gconfederate
states tended to be copies of prewar constitutions except that
freedmen gained certain rights sﬁch as those of; movement, giving
testimony in courts, entering into contracts, and so on. They
were not, on the other hand, given the vote, and in some states were
specifical ly disfranchised. The three-fifths compromise, whereby a
Negro counted as three-fifths of a man when computing district or
state representation in legislatures, was retained for rederal
representation in the House of nepressntatives, but not in state
representative bodies. 1fost of these constitutions were ratified
by populsr vote and ex-Confederates were prominent in the new governments.

A first priority of the new legislatures was measures to control
and restrict the great mass of freedmen, and rississippi was & leader
here. These ®Black Codes" as they were called, dealt with vagrancy,
apprenticechip, labour contracts, migration, and civil snd legal
rights, for the most part and althouzh Negroes were given certain
specific righte; property holding, the »ight to sue, legal recognition
of families and so on, they were nevertheless fairly blatant attempts
to bringz back much of the tone of the slavery era. ¥,H.B., Du Bois,

in Black Reconstruction in America, protests that n7he original

codes favored by the Southern legislaturss were an astonishing

1

affront to emancipation...n In spite of the liklihood that thece

codes would anger northern opinion, there was no hesitation about
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the need for them by southern whites, and this was typical of the
surprisingly errogant ettitude adopted by the gouth toward their
recent conguerors. Any suzgestion of intervention was met with angry
reaction: "submit they would to northern powér but they would retein
their ideas of a gouth governed for end by white men .. . . mhey almost
ignored their status as conqucred'men, end then quibbled in convention
over points which had no real meaning.n .

congress, alarmed by this unrepentant mood and Johnsonts
conciliztory tone with insistence on presidentisl reconstruction,
appointed & Joint Committee on heconstruction late in 1865. Althoush
this body showed a clear northern bies, they nevertheless esteblished
that conditions in the gouth were not as gongress had intended them to
be. Witnesses emphasized the need to enfranchiss the Hegfoes in order
to chack the white southerners who would gain twelve members in the
House of Representatives when they were readmitted to gongress with-
out the old three-fifths clause. By January 1L€66 a deadlock had been
eslabliched between Congzress and the president over the legality of
the new state governments convened by Johnson. compromise attempts
contained in the new Fresdmants Bureau Bill, an organization for
Federal aid to freed Negroes, broke down with Johnsonts veto of the
bill on constitutional grounds and from this point on many of the more
noderate Republicans in Congresgs abazndoned hcope of working with the
Fresident and Jjoined with radical wing of the Pparty to present a
deternined and united front.

A ¢ivil Rizhts Bill introduced by Congress in early 1866 to
protect the Jreedmen from the Black Codes was also vetoed by johnson

but this was overridden by a vots of the genate. This measure was
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followed by the rourteenth pmendement to the Constitution, affirming
that all persons born or naturalized in the United gtates were
citizens, and that no state had the right to deprive citizenship

of any person. The three-Tifths compromise was eliminated for gll
elections and no man who had served under oath in a capecity as an
officer for the United Stetes, but who had joined or aided the
confederacy, could bscome a Ccngressman unless this was overruled

by a two thirds vote of Congress. This bill was a compromise measure
between radical s and moderates in Congress, but it vas met with a
violent reaction and rejection in the South. The main objection to
it was the cancellation of the three-fifths compromise vhich put on
the pressure to enfranchise the lMegrces since failure to do this would
mean fewer seats in Congress under & penalty clause in the Amendement
that said that in the case of restriction of the vote, the population
for representstion purposes would be reduced in proportion to the
number of eligible voters disfranchiced.

In the congressional nlection of 1€66 the public gave solid
support to a Congressionally sponsored recornstruction and a series of
Recongtruction acts were now pasgeed, which were designed to institute
& nuch touzher control of the gSouth by the Federal government. The
First reconstruction Act, early in 1867, established five pilitary
Districts, ordered the convening of new constitutionsl conventions,
and ingisted that this time the Negro be enfranchised. the gecond
Reconstruction Act ordered the delegates to the conventions to meet,
and the Third authorized the appointment of military commanders
with wide powers and jurisdiction.

The conventions that assembled to frame new state constitutions
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reagsonable proportion of Negro delegates in most cases. gouthern
state politics during these years featured a gonservative-pemocratic
Party made up of whites, ex-Confederates and so on, which stood
solidly for the principle of white supremacy, lined up against the nepub-
licans. 1is latter Wwas manned by northerners, or ncarpetbeggersn,
"scalawsgsh, or southern whites turned traltor to the casuse, and most
of the liegroes. The Negro vote was actively solicited by the Rep-
ublicens and they set up special societies or lesgues designed to
teach them how to vote, distribute perty propasganda, and generally
propogate en image of the Republicean party as g friend of the yegro.
Thege méasures proved most successful end the less ardent competition
mounted by the Consexvative-Democrats to woo this vote was much less
productive.

In spite of ridicule by the gonservetive-pemocrat press, some very
liberal and intelligent state constitutions were drawn up, although
this is not to say that many of the Negro delegates were completely
inexperienced in parliamentary matiers and didn't really know quite
how to behave., Principle features in the Constitutions were clauses
enfrenchising the Negro, without property requirements, for voting oxr
office holding,

one hundred delegetes met in Jackson on January 9, 1868 to freme
e new constitution for the gtete of Mississippi. gixty-saven of the delezates
were native southerners, o} from the North, and 9 of unknovm origins.,
A majority of 67 was Republican, and there were &4 whites to 16
Negroes although %2 counties hed Negro majorities. Du Bois comments
on the Negro-white representation saying that vghis wes interesting

and characteristic. It showed in the first place that the Negroes



were not trying, much less succeeding in any effort to use their
numerical preponderance in order to put themselves in political
power. Tnder strong economic pressure the llegro voter designated
white men to represent him.n 3

Information on the participation of those Negroes present is obscure
as the southern press ignored the preceedings, regarding the convention

as illegal and forced upon the gouth. Vharton, in The Negro in jpriss-

issippi, 1865-9&, feels that most of these legro delegates were

distinguished and uble men, but 1t was the Republicans from the
Morth end West that really made the decisions on the important issues.,

There ware preliminary discussions about several matters; whether
to designate the colQured members of the convention in the rournal of
the Convention, appointment of a committee to investigate the condition
of the poor in the state, and recommend legislation to parcel out the
lahd arong theri, and so on. !ost of the reguests for social reform
were refused by the military covernor, and the Convention next pro-
ceeded to the constitutional cuestion, first rejscting the old one.

The new Constitution abandonsd property qualifications for office -
holding or voting, established @ mixed public school system, pro-
hibited race distinctions in the holding or inheritance of property,
forbade slavery, guaranteed civil richts in travel and generally
was a rmuch more liberal document than the one before it, with a more
powerful state government, closely resembling those in the jriddle
Western States.

A white ninority movement to disfranchise the mass of regroes
was squashed and universal suffrage without qualifications was

adopted, with one important exception. This was that anyone who had
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participated in the war for the confederacy sbove the renk of private
was not allowed to vote or hold office. mhis clausce excluded some
20,000 of the top whites in the gtate and there were various opinioens
about this. -The Democratic Party took it asg & blatant attemnpt by the
Northern Republicans to plesce the former slaves over the whites, while
others viewed it as & protection of the newly geained negro rights.
To the Negro historian pu Bois, wIt was an attempt to end the oligarchy
of landlords who still advocated slevery and the rule of wealth.n 4
Vi.A. Russ tekes a similar view: n , ., . yet the radicals sew that such a
policy would be foclhardy for the simple reason that if the rebel
brigadiers were enfrenchised, they would soon know how to dis-
franchise the blacks.u 7 In another asrticle, this writer discusses
the price paid for disfranchiseing these gouthernere. mo him, this
left a great vacuum - in the leadership of the South end was a tre-
mendous moral blow in thet, upisfrenchiseiient was the measure which
accomplished what the war fajled to do; namely whip the con-
federates spiritually.# 6 Yet Russ raises another possibility;
that this humiliation provided fuel for the racist reaction that came
in later years and he suggests that had this exclusion of the gon-
federates been toned down a bit. wIt is concelvable that the gouthern-
ers night have been willing to accept the enfranchisement of the pegro
had they not been disfranchised themselves , . . ® 7

In 1868 the congressionzl noose eround the head of president
Johnson tightened, with a concerted attempt to impeach him, A first
attenpt was defeated by & narrow margin but following Johnsonis efforts
to fire the Yecretary of yjar, new charges were leid. pazain the genete,
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House, absolved the President after tremendous pressure exerted on
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Senstors gitting on the borderline had failed.

The determination of the Republicen Congress thet the negro
should vote was reaffirmed in the yifisenth pmendement. phis
guaranteed that wThe right of citizens of the United gtates to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the ynited ctates or by eny state
on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.n 8

The so-called uBlack peconstruction® began in earnest and in the
Presidentiel cempaign of 1€68 the pepublicen war hero grant won easily
over Seymour, the Democratic candidate, with the help of & solid
Negro vote in the south. In every state except virginia pepublicans
in the gSouth were in control.

In Missicsippi, the terms of local oificials were to expire
with the readmission of the gtate into the tnion, under the terme of
the new Constitution. New apﬁointments would then be made by the
rovernor with the advice and consent of the gtate genate; elections
for local offices would be started in 1&71l. governor slcorn selected
247 Republicens, 217 Democrats, and 72 others with very few Negro
appointuents, and this pattern wasntt changed very much in the first
local elections in 1871. There was particularly strongz white opposit-
ion to Negro sheriffs and Democrats gained control of these locel
govermients long before they did so on the higher levels of govern-
ment.,

The first sitting of the new otete Jegislature in 1870 featured
31 Negroes among the 107 Members with & smaller proportion in the
Senate; 5 Negroes out of %3 Members. This was, of course, a small
proportion for a state wvhere the MNegroes made up & majority of the

populetion, but those legro members that did marage to get elected
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appear to have been quite conscientious and eble men according tolthe
evidence that is available and pu RBoisg notes that many of them were
ministers. Du Bois gives further information on higher governmental
ofrfices:

0f seven state officers, only one, that of gecretary of

State, was filled by a colored man, until 1873, when colored

men were elected to three of the seven offices, jieutenant

-Governor, gecretary of gtate, and state guperintendent of

Education, Qf the two United states genators, and the seven

members of the Iower House of gongress, not more than one

colored man occupied & seat in each rouse at the sams tinme.

0f the thirty-five members of the gtate gsenate, and of the

one hundred and fifteen members of the House .- which composed

the total membership of the gtete 1egislature prior to 1874- -

there were never more than about seven colored men in the

senate and forty in the Lower House.

Many southern whites had been prepared to accept the results of
the war &nd had hoped to ensure constitutional rights for the pegro
with the assumption that they would gain the Negroes'confidence and
the whites would continue to lead in the neme of both races. mhe
failure of the whites to do this was partly dvue to their inebility
to accept the Negro as a political or social ecual, no matter how
able and distinguished individual Negroes might be. mhis conservative
group was by 1874 ready to join with the rest of the anti-Negro
Democrats in a plan to wrest control of the Negro vote away from the
Renublicans by less peaceful means than mere persuasion, in. order to
Wredeen! Mississippl by returning it to pemocratic party rule.

This overthrow of the tcarpetbaggerst and nscalawagsn had alresdy
been carried out in virginia, porth caerolinu, georgisa, mennessee,
Arkangsas, and Texas., In these states there was a white majority
in the population and by suppressing the Negro by force and economie

sanctions it had besn possibls to oust the perublican governments,

The so-called WIiississippi Flent was instituted for the state.
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election in 1€75, wyhite piens glubsu were formed and “gelieving
that Negro suffrage was twrong in principle and disastrous in effectt
they pledged themselves to labor unceasingly, from year to year, for
the restoration of white supremacy in iississippi and in the ygnited

gtateg,.n 10

The best known of these secret orgenizations was the pu
Klux Klan whose members rode aroﬁnd the countryside in the night
dregsed in white robes, frightening liegroes who took them for ghosts
from the ¢ivil yar. Also, there were more open demonstrations of
force, with frequent parades of armed ¢ivil var vetersns, and so on.
The movement was encouraged by an increased state representetion by
Negroeg, financial depression, and & wenkeuing.pederal republican
rarty. Coercion wag exerted on the scuthern pepublicans also, and
Yvherton notes that nxconomic pressure snd threasts of physical
violence were used, but the most powerful force was thst of social
ostracism.m A mhe fevourite argument vias thet by uniting themsslves
solidly with the republicens the Negroes had themcelves created the
problem and dravm the colour lines. This neglected, of course, that
by voting Democrat, the liegroes would be voting for their own
disfranchisement in all liklihood.

It is ironic that the most effective weapon that the whites used
against the Negroes was the riot. yharton notes that #in the
political, economic, and sociel subjugation of the freedmen, the most
effective weapon ever developed was the triott. He continues, urhe
lesson learned was that the Negroes, largely unarmed, economicelly
dependent, and timid and unrescurceful after generations of servitude,
would offer no effective resistance to violence. Throughout the period,
any unpleasant incident was likely to produce such a triott. puring

the bad feeling of 137% and 1875 there was a great number of unpleasent
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incidents, and after each resulting riot Negro raessistence to white
domination in the surrounding area completely collapsed.n 12
These tactics paid off in the liississippi elections of 1875 and
In an election day that wos relatively quiet, with a sullen but
subdued legro electorate, the nemocrats rolled up a convincing victory.
The New legislature was made up éf 95 pemocrats, only 20 nepublicans,
and 16 Negroes, almost all of whon were Republicensg. wharton interprets
this election very much ss a raclal battle, writing, wThus ended the
successful revolution of 1&75. 7Tn its prepaerstion and execution,
economic and nolitical motives played a large part. pssentially,
however it was & racial struggle.t 13
The eight years under the grent regime werse certainly not the
most impressive in the histery of the ynited gtates presidency, as a
large numnber of scandels ceme to be associated with his aéministration
and the Democrats scored heavy gains in the yrederal Congressional
elections of 187&. A last piece of repvublican legislation for the
richts of Negroes came in a Civil Rights Bill in 1875 providing for the
souelity undar. the law for freedmen. Although it specifically
forbade segrezetion of public facilities among other things, this was
more a menorial to the Republican genstor Charles gumner than e
workable law.
Democratic strategy in the election campaicn of 1876 wes to
emphasize the curruption of the grant administration and offexr the
alternstives of an honest administration, but only by picking up a
large number of Republican voters cculd they hope to cerry the nation.
In the South the Democrats were by this time, fairly sure of all the states
excent Florida, gsouth carolina, end Jouiciana, end in these states the

full renge of political intimidation known to the white supremacists
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was brought to bear,

The returns gave the Democrat filden a majority of U,2&l, 020
in the popular vote over the kepublican candidate Jjayest 4,036,572
and in the nlectoral College milden led by 19 votes but was still
short of & majority that would give him the presidency. In three
southern states; ¥lorida, Louisiana, end gouth garolina, the election
results were in dispute because the Republican state governments there
were in charge of counting the ballots, and they wanted to throw out
ballots that had been stuffed by the pemocrats. with the presidency
hinging on the outcome in these states, visiting officials from both
parties flowed gouth with bribes and promises to sway the electoral
officers,

This was a depression year with labour unrest in the mast and
a rising egrerian racdicelism movement mounting in the west &nd now the
balance of povier lay in the gouth for the first time since the war.
Many thought the situation weas e&s ripe for ¢ivil var as it had been
in 1860 and, "To Abram g, Hewitt, nationsl Democratic chairmen, a
peaceful solution seemed extremely doubtful in 1879. He knew of
fifteen states in which Democratic wer veterans were orgenizing for
mnilitary resistance to the election tfraudt, and to hin tit seemed ag
if the terrors of civil var were again to be reneved.tn 2

The Republicens turned to examine the possibilities of splitting
the Democrstic Party and to this end, wynder the guidance of xellar and
Boyhton the Republicen stategists conducted the most searching
analysis ever nade of the mind of the pedeemers . ¢ « W 15 mhe mos?t
likely line of cleavage lay in the differences between the northern and
southern Democrats end by ellying with the old 1thig element of the

Farty, Hayes could both win the current crisis and elso build up the
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basis for a strong Republicen Party in the South.

In practical terms, this meant support for the despsrate needs
of the southwest for capital for badly needed imprbvements; harbours,
railroads, and so on, and these had been ignored by the wederal
Government up to this point, with the Morthern Democrats playing the
leading part in voting down these‘requests.

Meanwhile, Congress had been left to sort out the nuddle and come
to & decision, but they could find no real guide in the Constitution
on how to proceed. An Rlectoral Commission was instituted to examine
the problem while Congress met in joint session to count the ballots,
referring disputed ones to the ¢ommission., The returns in the three
disputed states were awarded to the Republicens but thig wae met by
the threat of & Democrat filibuster thet would extend the session
beyond the insuguration date., The politicel machinery was now ready
to accomodate a compromise along the lines indicated by the behind-
the-scenes discussions.

Under the Compromise of 1877, the Joint Session declared payes
President with asgreements on three levels, The Republicans gained
the chance of a much more effective party in the couth, southern
business interests were promised ceapital for internal improvements,
and white southerners were assured of the restoration of full hone
rule with the removal of Federzl trocps. Thug, for the irmediate
period at least, the Bast-gouth union had prevailed.

mhis Porulist agrarian party from the “est was a rising force
however, and shortly after Hayes! inaguration the compromise started
to breek down. Voodward comments nThe Thiggish alliance between the
Republicans and southern conservatives might have survived these

breaches of the Compromise had it not been for a sudden wave of
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agrarian radicalism in 1878 thet swept the gouth out of control of
conservative leaders and into temporary elliance with the west.n 16

This Third Party threat in the gouth was a serious one and.

southern Populists challenzed the pew-gouth romanticism head

on, The fermers mingled politics frankly with questions of land
narkets, weges, money, taexes, railroads. They spoke openly

of conflicts, of both section and c¢lass, and ridiculed the

clichés of Reconcilistion and white golidarity. mhe bolder

among them challenced the cult of racism with doctrine of
common action among fermers and wvorkers of both races.

The very existence of the third party was, of course, a

challenge to the one-party system as well as to white solidarity. 17

Their platform was based on reforried money policy where credit
would be taken out of privaete hands and would be made nore readily
available, gSimilarly they called for & reclaiming by government of
large traclts of land held by corporations, &s well as government - &
ovnership of communication systems such as railroads and telegrephs.

Their political strategy was three pronged, being’ nbased on
combinations end allisnces along regional, class, and racial lines-
first an alliance between gsouth and west; second, & combination of
farmers end city and factory laborers; and third, a political union

: 1€ ,
with Negro farmers and laborers within the gsouth.u 4 particular
difficulty in thig third aim wae the long standing antagonism
between upland whites and Megroes, yet it wae in just these regions
that the party would otherwigse have exerted its strongest appeal.

In the next elections; in 1892, the populists showed surprising
strength in populer votes although it actually succeeded in winning
only a few offices against the usual t{actics of the pemocrats, and,
It was pretty clear by 1892, however, that the controlling forces in

America would be no more reconciled to a Popular gouth then they had

been to a planter-Confederate gSouth or a Carpetbagger-freedman gouth.n 9
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Again then, the call for white unity had preveiled in gouthern
politics, but Lewinson points out that this solidarity was a novelty
in the gouth, unique to the post-bellum period. Up to the fifties
politics had reflected divisions smong the white populstions along
regionagl interest lines, with the slave-employing plantation ovners
of tidewater and river bottom "bléck landsm opposed by the small
farmers of, the high lends, the city businessmen &nd the remaining
frontiersmen., This reflected some very real differences. mhe
plantations were cash crop operations using large tracts of land
wagtefully, but to huge profits, pushing out the small farmer.

The plantation owners made up the upper clasg of the south and these
were ruch more like the leisure classes of Xurope than anything in
the:North., ¢entlemen did not work; slaves did, and this particular
economy discouraged industry and commerce on any large scale. mhe
population vas scattered around the countryside leaving only small
populations in the towns.

Novr the slavery system gave the whites of the gouth a ccmmon
bond that worked in two ways, lewlnson explsins, ﬁirst it gave then
the sense of white supremacy over the coloured population, and alco
gave both grours of whites an ecconomic interest in preserving the
status quo. The owners, the whigs on the political spectrum, had a
large investment tied up in their slaves, while the other whites,
the pemocrats, feared the competition that black freedmen would
bring to bear. Any doubts ebout the moral end economic advisability
of slavery that were entertained in the gouth were submerged as it
became defensive and determined in the face of the northern &bolitionist
chant. Tocqueville saw the matter in nmuch the same way, noting

that although it was quite likely that the plantations could have
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been even more profitable under a wage system, and certainly a
northern style coimercial agtivity would have been stimulated, the
whites were afraid to changeover from slevery for fear of the
coNsSeCuUences.,

During the Presidential recongtruction the state governments set
up by Johnson tended to be conservative, with only scattered oppositicn
from a few lower class whites, Union Democrats, and purely personally
embitious people,.and these were unable to orgenize into & united
opposition.

With the inaugurstion cof the radical reconstruction under
Concress, the gouth drew closely together asgain, ss it had during
the seccession and war days, only this time it was unity to oppose
a takeover by the lNegro freedmen. This unity was etrongest in the
deep south states with large l'egro populations whereas in border
states, particularly virginia, there was nore eVidenqe of srlits emong
the whites.

This was changed by the return to home rule thet came about in
esch of the southern states between 1866 and 1&77; we saw how this
was done in the Mississippi Revolution in 1875, and the new order
vas completed and dreratized by the 1877 election compromise. It
was with its newly returned autonony safely secured that each southern
state, led by llississippi, began the movement to curb the political
voice of the liegro.

voodward points out that this period; the so-celled redemption
of the southern states, was more the creation of a new order than the
restoration of an old one. It was carried out by a combination of

business carpetbaggers, scalawags, and the
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and he plays down the part prlayed by the northern radicals in this,



For 1t was not the Radicals nor the confederates but the

Redeeners who laid the lasting foundations in matters of

race, politics, economics and law for the modern gouth. 29

The Redeeners now had a much more difficult tack in preserving
the tsolid gouth? then had been the case in the earlier crises and
their only recourse in trying tovhold together this unnatursl kind of
unity was to appeal to the past issues, race supremacy and home rule,
for any other issues were most likely to split the white vote along
its ante-bellum lines. In order to maintain the strict one party
system the organizstion and control of the Democrats was centered
under the grip of & group known esg the nringv or the rcourthouse
cliquet, who formulated thé issues, nominated candidates, drew up
platforns and so on., With democratic principles at a low point the
scene wus set for a reasction asgainst the gains in political rights
made by the Negroes under Radical npeconstruction, for, wpever in our
history was there a more radical application of the democratic
dogra than that which suddenly enfranchised the libersted Negro slave,
Once reaction set in, it could hardly be expected to be mild.n 21

Another dimension of ths reaction was in goverﬁmental gctivity.
Retrenchment was the order of the day &s one cutback after another
was instituted in the drawback from the excess of the carpetbag
legislatures. Under the heavy laissez-Taire atmosphere, soclal
welTare had to take a back seat and particularly hard hit were the
schools.,

Now the attempts of the Democratic rarty to pregerve the
southern unity of the wartime and early reconstruction by appealing to

the o0ld fears as persistent threats were not entirely successful.

33



naglically by Reconstruction. No love was lost between the Rlack-

belt gentry and hillbilly commoners - - umnvor,now.ne2

ror one thing,

in slavery days the white counties had tried to have slaves taxed

as property and prevent the Black Relt from counting its Nezro
population for representation in the state legislatures. preconstruction
under Congress had upset this and allowed the Negroes to count,

shifting the balance of power to the lowland areas and according to

Woodward , "The whits minority in the black counties, heirs to the car-

s
petbag system, often defended the radical constitutions.n 23

The apportionment inequality can be seen in the case of Miss-
issippi, where u%,sao eligible white voters in the black counties
sent 68 representatives to the lower house of the legislature while
71,000 in the vhite counties sent only 52,

In opposition to the Dpemocratic one party rule, Independent
movenents broke out in nearly all southern states almost as soon as
they were redesmed. The most frequent grievance of these movements
were the cry of machine politics, the corruption in elections, and
also the fact that after redeemption the black bzlt rulers were in
control over quite submissive Negro voters go that they had in effect
alnost traded in the three-~fifths vote for pegroes for a five fifths
vote,

A leading economic issue in local southern politics was southern
states debts and the treadjustment.m These were bond issues floated
by Republican state governments during the radical reconstruction which
placed severe stresses on state fianances glready overburdened and
starving for capital. This was a particularly voldtile issue in
Virginia vhere state elections were contested by the nyundern party

which insisted on henouring bond debts even if it meant scrapping all
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other state expenditures, against the ngeadjusterst who advocsated
repudiating a portion of the debt in order to get on with state
developnent programs.

The Independent parties that tried to focus attention on these
other issues were attacked by the Democratic machine on chavges of
allying themselves with the Repuglicans and working to cripple white
solidarity egainst the Negro.

In the South that was emerging during the redeemption, the Negro,
although his economic status was uncertain, found that his interests
lay closest to the black belt plantation owners whose land they farmed.
The owners needed men to work the land and most of the time held a
preference for the MNegro over his white counterpart. In the towns &nd
development areas, however, they quickly came into competition with
the labouring white elements and it was these latter groups that were
the moet insistent about legisletion to control the nezro. There was
therefore & tendency for the politically aware legroes to ally them-
selves with the most conservative end politicslly reactionary class of
whites azainst the white democracy of the uplands.

In this paradoxical situation, the desire for two party politics
and the trend towards the disfranchisement of the regroes were products
of the samse circumstsances, and # the barriers of rascial discrimination
mounted in direct ratio with the tide of political democracy anong
whites.t 2

"In Mississippi the political power of the wegro had been broken in
1875, and from that time on the jlegro vote was regarded as a nuisance
factor that was recruited by every minority or independent group that
tried to form a political base. This made election fraud and violence

necessary for the nemocratic machine end many federal lawsuits were
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laid in elections in 1878, &0, end onward to 1890. 1n the face of this
the necessity for a more tidy way of keeping the regro out of politics
becarie apparent, end, "Ry 1890, vississippits pemocratic gongressmen

were ready to give enthusiastic support to any scheme that would put a

legal Tace on the elimination of the Ijegro vote.n €3

one ccmpromise schene was the fusion principle. were the number
of Megro members of the state legislature and officials in the state
and local governments was determined by white and MNegro leaders. mhis
method was used in gix or eight counties with a high proportion of
Negro residents and was a reasonable plan under the circumstances,
giving at lesst token represcntation to the hegroes while reteining the
higher offices for the whites. This plan had the weakness of any
compromise; it was a halfway measure and this wasmt enouvgh to satisfy
many whites and it annoyed the minor white politicians who counted on
getting lesser political appointments in the gtate. also, there were
difficulties in getting & concensus between the two sides, and other
troubles.

As well as the local forces pushing for & change in the constitution
of rississippi; the election reformers, hill counties racists,.and so on,
there were also circumstances on the rederal scene that emoothed the way
for the calling of a disfranchiseing conventiorn in the gtate. wharton
writes:

But there can be little doubt that the most powerful factor in the

desire for a legal elimination of the lNegro voter was the change

that had occured in fashington. In 1889, for the first time since

1875, the Republicans gained effective control of all the depart-

ments of the national government. mhe immediate conviction devel-

oped that the Republicans would use the opportunity to extend

Federal control of elections and to restore the regro vote, and

the introduction of the Jodge rorce Rill gave substance to the
conviction.
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The Denocratic gtate convention that met in rackson on July 16,
1889 in preparation for that years elections adopted as part of their

platform the resolution that;

We recommend that the question of a conventicn be made an

issue before the people in the coming election, so that they

may be enlightened by the discussion, and that the jegislature

elected govern itself accordingly. 27

The issue was debated at lengil: during the campaign and. wrhe
outcome of the iovember election may be interprected es a triumph for

the advocates of suffrage reform.n 28 In February, 1€90 the new legig-

lature authorized the calling of e Conetitutional convention in Jackson

on August 12 of that yesr.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE CONSTITUTIONAIL CONVENTION OF 1890

One hundred and thirty-four delegates assembled in Jackson on
August 12 to rewrite the Hississibpi Constitution. Representstion
was on three levels, delegates elected to represent the State at jarge,
ifloater! delegates representing two or three counties, and County
delesates sent from individual counties. (Qpposcition to the Democrats
was negligible, one Republican, one tnational Republicann, a conservat-
ive, and a Greenbacker (inderendent party). The only Megro was 71,7,
Montgomery of Bolivar Count'y. sSeventy-four, or 55% of the delegates
were Trom the so-called black counties; the counties where regroes
made up a majority of the populstion, while the other 60 (45%) were
from countiec with a predominately white pcpulation., <cixty-six of
the delegates, or 49%, were born in states and countries other than
Mississippi, and 217 were under the ege of 40, mable 1 bvelow
describes the break-down of the delegates by ccunty regionality and

occupation.

TABLE 1

OCCUPATIONAL CCHEOSITICH CF DELEGATES; BILACK AND VHITE COUNTIES

[Gounty |  wmmer | plentation . urben | Potal
Black 20(27%) 10(2k<%) | Wp(59%) o Th

! : ' £ 1

white i 29(hm)  [ 30% [ 28En 1 60 )

The Urban Qccupations, by far the largest category in both black
and white counties, includes doctors, clerks, merchznts, and sc on.

They were lumped in together to see if any kind of an urban interest
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group can be detected, or whether on the other hand, it is the differences
between vhite and black counties as & whole that will emerge as the
nost important. One difficulty in an urban-rural distinction is that
many of the successful plantation owners would move into neichbouring
towns and conduct their business(affairs there. gimilarly a successful
town lawyer would commonly purchese land outside town, and as a result
many delegstes list more than one profession or occupation in the Journal
of the Convention,

The first order of business was the election of a chairman for the
Convention, and Judge &.S. Celhoun of Hinds county in the black belt
was chosen for this office., 1In his acceptance speech he outlined his
position on the crucial matters st hand. He Tirst told the delegates
of the geriousness of the questions before them end then set out the
problem, Two different races live together in Mississippl end this fact
cannot be changed; the best must be made of it. He says that never in
history has it been possible for different races to live together
homogenously; there has only been heterogeneovsness although he feels thet
there is a real affection between the two races. 1In political matters
though, thig bresks down because of some fundamental desire of each for
superiority:

It does not arise from any dislike each for the other, not from

leck of confidence each in the other. It arises, gentlemen of

this Cconvention, in that principle of human nature, in that which

has its root deep in human neture =-- that when any of the five

distinct races encounter each other in the matter of government,

that from the instinet implented in its nature,. it desires to be

in the agcendency.

The issue is clear to Calhoun;

Thig ballot system must be arrenged as to effect one object, permit

me to say- for we find the two reces now together, the rule of one
of which has always meant progperity and haprniness, and prosperity

and heppiness to all races.
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Calhoun continues that disfrenchisement must be done carefully and
not in an unjust or oppressive way. Now apart from this central question
he mentiong other matters that must be looked into. mThe legislative
power must be better controlled he thinks, as well as specific economic
improvements (liseissippi River flood control for instance) and , v , , ,
they well appear necessary to the gtate and exceedingly bereficial and
conducive to our prosperity.mn |

It is espparent, I think, thet calboun develops in this speech a
strong expression of the conservative white aristocracies position;

a friendly, pasternalistic ettitude and sense of fair play as long as

the Negro remained in a subordinete position. «In another sense, this
speech brought out one of the great paredoxes of race relations; that
friendship and even love ig freely given between individusls of different
races, but this breeks down on the impersonal level and out come the
ideologies and doctrines of fundamental ineguality, Vso true, so genersl,
such a historical fact that it may be said to be =& law of cod"? to use
Calhounts wordé,

on August 1&, President calhoun enncunced the appointment of the
Standing Committee on wlective ¥ranchise,; pApportionment and wmlecticns,
the most important for our purposes, of the many committees ¢hosen to
prepare reports on the different issues before the convention.

The black counties hed a slight mejority on this committes; 20
of the 35 members or 57%, and the break-down by occupation was 13 fsrmers,
(374), 4 planters (11%), and 1€ (524) from the urban occupetions.

The committee, under chairman R.C. Patty of MNoxubee County (bleck
belt), was faced with difficult problems. Delegetes from the black
belt, on the whole, wanted to eliminate the vote of ignorant end un-

gualified voters of either race while the whites of the white counties
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many of them Wpoor whitesn and illiterate, were taking aim specifically
at the Negroes. With the apportionment inecquities, the whites of the
black belt hed pretty much had their own way in state politics end they
were reluctant to give up their representative majority through changing
the aprportiomment by giving control to the white counties, thereby
cutting back the Negro electoral'majority. Yet the other answer, a
general qualificstion reguirsment for voters,was objectionable to the
white counties both because it would cut into the ranks of their voters,
end because it would do little to restore the ipbalance in spportionment.

Chairman patty delivered the committeets report on september 2nd.
This, together with supplemental reports on franchise and apportionment,
were hotly debated by the convention,sitting in committee of the whole,
for twelve days before the adoption of the article together with amend-
ements on saturday, gseptember 20th.

The report recuired thet all elections be by ballot. only males
whe were not Widjots, insene persons and Indians not taxedu could vote,
and two years citizenship in the gtate, twenty-one years of age or more,
citizenship in the United states, and one years reéidence in the elsctoral
district was necessary for qualification. Also, any persons convicted
of wbribery, burglary, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false
pretenses, perjury, forgery, embezzlenent, or bigamynswere ineligebdble
for the vote. The voter had to have paid on or before the first day of
February all his taxes and be able to prove that he hiad done this. gection
Three of the article contained a loyalty oath to the gtate of Mississippi,
end Section Pour outlined the poll taex. This was to be two dellars and
could be raised to three by any county for the purpose of raising funds

for the schools. The Tifth section wes the wunderstanding clause 1.



Every quelified elector shall be able to read any section of

the Constitution of this state; or shall be able to understand

the sane wgen read to him; or give & reasonable interpretation

thereof,

This article conformed to the requirements of the 15th pmendement
but at the same time contained several treps for the would-be Kegro
voter. Negroes stood little chance in escaping charges in a court of
law, they were less likely to have paid their taxes than whites, they
were even less likely to remember to keep receipts for taxes paid, and
as a whole they would be less keen on peying the two dollar poll tex.

The biggest barrier was the understanding clause &s it provided what
could be a stiff literacy test, yet provided an escape, the granting
of which was left solely to the discretion of white election officers.
Mabry comments , "In short, the convention evolved a constitution which
discrininated not agsainst the llegro but against his characteristics
and limitations."7

The section on spportiomment was egually bitterly contested and
provided that the number of representatives in the lower house of the
legislature be increased by thirteen, with &1l the additional seats going
to the white counties,

An "Election Ordinsncet recuired the so-called waustralian pallotn
where each candidate had a different ballot box &t the polling station
and the voter had to either memorize the order of these boxes or else
be able to read the names on them. This. then, was & kind of disguised
literacy test, but one thet could be manipulsted at the discretion of the
electoral officers.

Tle convention next took up the report of the Committee of the whole

on the franchise, and Section One wes adopted without amendement. 7,B,

(o]

Chrisman proposed an additional cuelificetiocn for the franchise,
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¥ Provided, they or their wives own in fee simple a homestead, or
one or the other of them ig possessed of property, real, or personsal,
of the value of two hundred and 1ifty dollars listed for taxetion, and
not at the time he offers to vote, dilinquent for texes thereon; or said
elector shall be &ble to read and write the English lsnguege intelligibly,
and—lfg

Chrisman introduced this emendement in one of the important speeches
of the Convention. First of all, he emphascized that although he didnit
want to discriminate against the Negro, his emendement would preserve
the white supremacy beceuse of the nature of the two races:

In my opinion nearly ell the white people in the gtate wculad

be able to vote under the rule this amendement mekes. A greet

many coloured people would also vote, but it is no part of my

plan to make a rule for the blacks that does not equally apply

to the whites, and under the operation of this substitute for

the Committees reccmmendation white supremacy will be secured

to the gtate for many years.

He goes on to descrihe the need to ensure a white balance of
power:

Not until the people were mede to believe that they stood in

the shadow of & great menace would they consent to the call...

what was the shsdow that hung over us -- that darkened our future

end alarmed our people? 10

To Chrisman, the real threat wes the effects of the white pemocrats:
battle against the lezro; the election corruption.

gir, it is no secret that there hss not been a full vote and a

fair count in irissiscippi since 1875 -- thatwe have besn preserving

the ascendency of the white people by revolutionary methods. 1n

plain words, we have been stuffing ballct-boxes, committing per jury

and here and there in the gtate, carrying the elections by fraud

and violence until the whole machinery for elact%ﬁfs was about to

rot down. The public conscience revolted . . %

The solution, according to Chrisman, is an educated electorate, and

a continuation of the present methods of election can only lead to the

decline of xepublican government;
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Men of observation and rien who read books know that a republican
government rests mainly on the virtue and intelligence of the people,
and the Lallot -~ -a pre &d untrammeled ballot is its main reliance.
chorn of this instrumentality it will surely bezin to die., It
requires no Soloman to ses that the ballot-box fguffer cannot always
be relied on to elect the best mon to office.

Chrisman next examines the measures proposed by the pranchise
comnittee;

Now gir, what has this committee offered us as a remedyo p two
dollar poll taxy - - the justvelian pallot and an apportiomment. 13

He attacks particularly the nunderstanding clause.

And rizht here I stop to say that the proposition that in 1890 a

man shall be able to read the gonstitution or be able to understand
any cleuse of it when read to him, stamps - the whole scheme of the
committee with disfavor. It dontt look honesgt, straightforward

and manly. It looks like a faerce to meke a registration officer
decide whether a voter rightly interprets a clause of the Constituiion.
If the registrar decides that the voter rightly interprets the clause,
he i1s a qualified voter. If he does not underetand it he cannot
register. 14

This rule is easily abused, and he gives an exampls.

It Jlooks as il it wes intended that if the registrar wanted the

men to vote he would read him some such clevsge as. 15lavery except

ags @ punishment shall be forever prohibited. no you understand
thet?t 10h yest., But if he did not want him to vote he would

read him the interstate clause or the section forbidding the -
legislature to pass ex post facto laws and demand & construction. 15

chrisman considers the poll tax and pAustraliaen pallot:.

In the first place we are to look at the fact that we have 70,000
more colored voters than whites, T honestly believe that at home
and abroad the colored man will be appealed to pay his poll tax as

a religious duty and as & measure of safety for some great emergency.
¢« o o B ifwve neay to meet and remedy what I regard as the mischief-
the temptation to viclence and fraud by securing the right of the
citizen to vote, then the cormittees plan is a delusion and a gnare.
A man of ordinary capacity can soon lesrn the difference in the
appearance on the ticket of the names of pruldrow and chrieman, end

so without education and without property the ignorant, irresponsible
vagabond voter will control the destiny and shape the public policy
of the ctate. 16

He is no less happy with the apportionment scheme:
The apportionment stands on no recognized grounds of political

principle for the distribution of power. It is predicated upon the
theory that the white people in these white counties will always
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ally themselves on raciael lines, that they will never divide smong
themselves or, if they do, neither will appeal to the colored voters
for support. sir, these are the very counties that will divide
among themselves. e are about to invest thess counties with

power because they are not willing to agree on a property qualif-
ication., 17

He also points out that the black counties paid most of the gtates:
taxes:

sir, the tendency of political thought is to agrarianism, and

commnunism, and there is a perfect rage at the idea of recognizing

property as a qualification for voting. Yet it is property thst

supports the paupersg, dbuilds the bridges, and court-houses and
jails of the counties , n 18

Attacking the ignorant voters, he continues:.

o o obub the recognition of its right to protection is regarded as

an outrage; and to avoid the disfranchisement of & lot of ignoramuses
and to pander to ths prejudices of those who have no property we
cannot have a property qualification. 1

The property qualification has ample precedent:

pMore than half the colonies that formed the constitution of the 5
United gtates had a property or educational cualification, or both. 2

Chrisman maintaing thet his propossl is not ss unpopular smong the
white counties as is made out:

MTe+ President, I do not believe there is that antipesthy emong

the pecople to a property and educational qualification which it

is asserted exists. Mor do T believe that men who are disfranchised

will complain if it saves our civilization from barbarism. 21

He ends with an accusation ebout the white county delegates.

14 is not the man who cannot read and write who is objecting,

but in some cases at least, it is the man who wants to write his

vote, 22

The Jackson Clarion-ledger reported thet this speech was warmly
received by the delegates, and it was a clear challehge to the report
of the ¥Franchise Committee and apparently represented the feelings of

meny of the delegates, at least at this stage in the Convention.

of the many speakers from the white counties who rose to challenge
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property end literacy qualifications, perhsps ths most impressive and
clearly stated case was that of y/,A, Boyd. He starts by agreeing that
the elections must be cleaned up:

put not as the gentlemen would heve us do, by making invidious
distinctions between men of our ovwn race- men with common sympathies,
common interests, and common aspirations. white men tnature and to
the manor bornt, who in the lone line of their lineage, have been
ever true to all that the pmerican heart holds dear, and have left
upon Americgn greatness the uniffaceable impress of their faith-
fullness, 5

Boyd arpeals to the peclaration of Independence.

Mr. President: There asre here involved grand and tunalienable
rightst the .endowments of the greator that csn neither die nor
be destroyed, life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.t ol

He continues:

Here I ack what is liberty? Is he a free-man whose right to voteh~
is denied? Has he &n equal chance in the pursuit of happinesse <2

Poyd next attacks chrisman, saying that he is measuring the quality
of & man by his wealth - - and he rejects chrismants idea that the whites
won't object to disfrenchisenment.

our people are partiotic, but that kind of patriotiem that would

suffer beheading for the sake of enfranchising Weglth is rarely

to be found among articulstely speaking people. i

He asks the delegates:

yould you begat jezlousies, animogities, irrgpirable divisions,

then pass Judge Chrismants amendement, or esny other manis

proposition measuring suffrage by the wealth of acres or the
nunber of dollars. (ur people are not yet ready to subscribe

to the doctrine that money makes the man.

It 1s not the businecs of the Convention to even consider the dis-
franchisment of white men:

Mr-. President, I hold that there is no power in this Convention

of disfranchise because of poverty or illiteracy. mo the white

men of this country the right to vote is an inheritance, a legacy
handed down in legal succession through all the ageg of americen

governnent. what rizht have you to take it away® 28

He takes up Chrismantc charge of white county delegates advancing



their own politicel ambitions in the convention:

mhe honourable gentleman is correct in saying this is no placs

for demogogues to disport themselves, but when he goes further and

charges that some one here 'to protect white ignorsmusest whether

intentionally or not, he is guilty of an unwarranted reflection on

white constituencies of delegates on this floor who oppose an

educational test. &9

He continues in an emotional tone:

shall T say to the man whose property denies him the luxury of

royal purple and fine linen, who in thanifulness to god eats his

frugal meal, and regts his weary limbs beneath the clapboerded

roof of a tlog-cabint! that he is the inferior of his more fortunste

neighbour, who hsppens to be worth twc hundred and fifty dollars?

For one, I answer no, a thousand times not 39

Royd Iiniches up by raising some precticel problems with the
Chrisman scheme, pointing out the difficulty in drawing the line on
property aualifications, and he also contends that such a scheme will
drive out the younsz men from the gtate, who cennot meet the franchice
recuirements. To Royd, wrhe schene is wild, visionary, eristocratic
and promises nothing but harm to the gtate.w 31

These two speeches illustrate better than anything else, the sectional
divisions between delegates from the black and white counties and T
haeve reproduced the speeches almost in full to show the full extent of
fhis.

When the Chrisman smendement wes put to the vote it was defeated

76 to 26. mable 2 shows this vote.

TABLE 2

VOTE CN THY CHRISMAN AMENDITENT BY COUNTY RS ION AL TTY
R N
county Yes No Absent, - motal
Abstain E

t

Black | 23(27%) 26 (499) 18(2kh) 271‘

unite | 6(10%) | No(6es)  13(20%) 59

Total 26 76 31 1133
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This bresk-down of the vote appears to support the hypothesis that
the white counties were nuch nore afraid of a non-discriminateing
disfranchiseing clause than the black county whites. plmost three times
as many of the black county delegates supported the motion and a fair
number less fejected it while the number of absentees and ebstainers
was abcut the same in both cases;

The Jackson Courier-ledger felt thet many of the delegates were
reluctant to vote against the reccommendations of the pranchise committee;
the "Big comnitteett as that paper called it, and it is interesting to
see whether the delegates who supported the committee on this vote by
voting against it continued this suprort by voting in favour of the
Hunderstanding clausett, (@f particular interest are the 36 delegates
from the black cocunties wheo voted against the chrismsn resolution,
somewhat contrary to our expectations. mwenty-nine of these did in
fact support the "Understarding clasuse" while only 7 opposed it,
sugeesting that there was a certain hesitancy in opposing the committee.

pid the 20 black county delegates supporting the chrisman amende-
ment hold out egainst a discriminatory disfranchisement? o, only 4 of
these delegates opposed the understanding clause when the motion came to
the vote,

An occupational bresk-down of the vote on chrismants smendement
tends to support the view that there was & division by county region-
elity.

Table 3 shows that the urban vote, one that we have seen to be
quite evenly divided between white and black ccunties ( 94 and ugg)
went 267 in favour of the amendement and 52% opposed, while the total

vote was 19% for and /7% against. on the other hand, the farmers, &

McMASTER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY.
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TABIE 3
VOTE CN CHRISHAN AMEEDENENT BY OCCUPATION OF DELIZATES
:bccupation Yes 1o Ab'ént . ingfai
: | ' Abst&in ; .,hi
[fgrg;}"wf 3(¢h) éﬁ(ej%)l 11(?9«) R
!pléntor”‘ﬂjnu(jld) W (384) : 4(31d) KR ié:
f;;i;g - 19(264) 37(52%) i 16(224) -?:ij}éﬂ

predoninately white county group, show a disproportionate rejection
of the amendemenﬁ while the planters from the black belt are split
‘almost evenly on the cuestion.,.

H,L. Muldrew, a delegete of the atate-at-jarge, proposed next, an
amendement thet was a modified fraenchise qualification; proof of literacy
without property gqualifications., This was rejected by the gonvention
by & similsr mergin to the first one; 7€ against, 2% for, and 32 absent
or not voting.

TABLE U4

VOTE ON LITZRACY CUALIFICATICI BY COUNTY REGIONALITY

county'" “Yes  ro  fibsent,  Totul
| : Abstain ; |
Black  19(26%)  35(4é%) 23(26”) O
i ’ S . i . B % . ,§
white | W(74) o WA(73) . 12(20%) 59

cection 2 was now voted on and accepted and sections 3% and I dealing
with the oath of allegiance and the poll tax were accepted with only
minor revisions. gections 5 &nd 6 of the report were tabled and tﬁe
convention proceeded to an important mstter; the apportionment clauses.

There is a certain amount of mystery surrounding this part of the

Ccomnmittee Report. It had originally been intended thet the aprortionment,
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which greatly favoured the bleck counties, would be altered to give a

ma jority to the white counties, thereby ensuring white political sup-
remacy. The uwgeorge PlanN.that was adopted by the gommittee was
aprarently supposed to do this, increasing the number of representatives
to 13 with 11 of these going to white counties. Black belt newspapers,
particularly the Clerion-ledger attacked the plan, claiming that there
was never a more arbitrary or unjust apportionment than the one suggested
by the Franchise Committee. According to the clarion-ledger, the black
county delegates were opposed to the scheme, as might be eypécted, with
27 of these delegates speaking against the plan.

Yet this conflicts with a break-dovn of the vote on the apportionment
clauses. A motion to-table a proposed smendement reducing the Jlegislature
to 75 members was defeated 6¢ to 50, with the greatest opposition coming
from the black belt, with 5&% in favour of tabling the proposed change.
The white county delegates were almost evenly divided on this, with in

fact, a slight majority in favour of considering the alternate scheme.

TABLE b

VOTE CN MOTION TO TABLE RECONSIDERATICH OF APPORTICMBIENT

County |  Yes | No | Absent, | Total
i ; | Abstain |

sleck | W3(584)  22(30%) | 9(12) -
] | | i

vhite | 25(4%1%) | eg(47d) | 7(12%) i 60

Similarly, when the Committee Report weas put to the vote and was
carried 79 to 28, the black county support remained almost exactly the
same, while white county delegates shifted & votes cver in favour of

the resolution.
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TABLE 6

~VOTE ON WGEORGE PLANM

County t Yes | No | Absent, | Total

i } 1Absent I |
Black l&6(694) 18 914-’): 10(11'~f) T4 |
—————— e : : - — ? — —— i;, —————— ,-.I
white | 33(55%), 20(3%%)  7(12%) | 60 |

These tables would certainly indicate thet the george Plan wes
acceptable to the black counties and tolerable to the white counties,
end the most Jikely explenation seems to be found in an article by
Albert Kirwan: nppportionment in the pississippi constitution of 1€90.n
He exsmines in detail exactly how the apportiomment scheme would
change things and finds, nIt seems to have been generally believed
that all the additional thirteen representatives were given to white
constituencies, but this was not the case . . . Thus the house of rep-
sentatives under the new apportionment would have & total of 69 rep-
resentatives from black districts. gince the nwaber was limited to
133, only 6l representatives could possibly be chosen from white dis-
tricts. This amounted to &an increase of twelve representatives for white
districts but they were still six short of & bare majority.n 22
rore than that, the scheme did not even gurantee white supremacy
according to Kirwan:
mhe- census of 1890 shows if ell mele adults in every legislative
district in iississippi had voted, and if they had divided on race
lines, Negroes would have returned 69 representatives and whites
64, Bpased on the census of 1900 such & hypothetical vote would
have returned the same number of whites and legroes as in 1890,
and in 1910 there would have been 71 Negroes and 66 whites. . .
He adds, 2Tt is indeed difficul®t to reconcile these figures with

the contention of so many authorities that the apportiomment would and

did insure white control under all conceivable circumstances . . ./}any



KU

other such examples could be produced. They indicate that, whatever the
intentions of the framers of the censtitution of 1890, the constitution
did in fact perpetuste the great discrimination which elready existed
against the white man in the white counties.n 34

The only reasonable explanation for the voting pattern on the
apportionment seems to be that the delegates viere ss good at arithmetic
as Mr. ¥Kirwan and the blsck counties realized that by losinz only a few
sezts, and retaining their nejority in the legislature, they were getting
off lightly. mThe white counties were &pparently ready, by this time,
to accept the small increase in their representation, perhesps because
it wes provided for thet apportionmment could be changed by the legislature
in the future.

gectionsg 5 and 6 of the rFranchise neport were brought up azain énd
it was decided thet the undersitandinz clause (section H) be instituted
inAthe election of 1892 rether than weiting until 1296 as originally

proposed. gection 5 was put to the vote and passed 71 to 7.

TABLE 7

VOTE CIT UINDERSTAYDING CLAUSE

T v R T
i . Abstain

Black  49(667) 16(2k)) 7(10%) ™

wnite  22(37h) 29484 915y | 60

This was & measure with a high potential for discrimination, as Judge
Chrisman pointed out, and it is indicated here thet it was less objection-
able to the white counties than non-discriminating clauses such as the
property qualification, as the white vote was against the motion by only

a small margin,
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The black county vote, as the table shows, cane out in strong support
of the understending clause., They hed nothing to lose from this rule;
representation was based on qualified electors, not registered voters,in
the old constitution of 186& and a scheme that would quietly prevent
the Iegro majorities in the black belt from voting was cleasrly prefer-
ed by these delegates to a radical alteration of the apportiomment giving
control to the white counties.

The 18 delegates from the black counties voting against the under-
standing clause had split evenly on the property qualification vote; 7
for, 6 azinst and H absent abstaining.

on the other hand, the 29 delegates opposed to this clsuse from
the white counties were composed of 22 delegates voting against each
one of the franchise votes., 0nly 3 delegates from ths black: countiss
voted against all thess resolutions.

Cn Saturdey, MNovember 1, the work of the Convention was done and the
conplete congtitution was submitted to the delegates. It is interesting
to Jook at the eight %die hardsw who refused to accept the constitubion
to the end.

¢f first interest seemed to be the five delegates listed as having
political affiliaticn other than the regular nemocratic perty, but the
Journal of the Convention shows that four voted in fevour of the
constitution, and the fifth, the Negro jontgomery of pBoliver, who during
the debates had supported voting qualifications as long as they were
administered fairly, was in the nabsent or abstaining' cetezory.

Of these & delegates, 6 also voted ageinct the apportionment plan,

3 against the Chrisman amendement, and 6 against the understanding clause;
no clear pattern. fTable & below looks at the eight dissenters by county

occupation, and age group.
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FOJAL VOB ON COIISTINUTICH BY COUNTY, OCCURPATICN, and AGE GROUP

rCategory ~ Black Cy. vhite Cy. Farmer Planter U:ban Unaex I over |
. { |

S 59‘75"') 5"(81") lL9“‘5“’) ” (77';-3)' 52(79’) 19 73#) s,(w)'
Ilo 5 (71%) 3 (5%) 1 (L.,); o | 7(10;,-,) 3(11d) 5 (5,,)
ment, Q& 7025 6020 32 1308 509 16074
Abstain L] “.‘ir,,wm,_A N .,,VWW¢,~NL_AU'H_J
v B & b 13 e | b |

This table shows only thet no particuler pettern can be suggested
about the eitht dissenters. The cetegories are a bit small for cross-
tabulations to be meaningful, but even so the widest margins in the
acceptance vote is only l6ﬁ; 70% of the delegates under 40 in favour of
the constitution compared to S6¢ of the farmers- not a very big difference
and not enough to warrant any speculetion on the liberal tendencies of
the younger delezates, and so on,

Mabry, in his article on the disfranchisement fesls that wrhouzh
many memnbers had opposed individual features of the constitution, there
was a rather generel feeling that the document was the best that could
be framed under the circuastances.n He offers no explanation of why at
this point there was not a unanimous adoption of the constitution and
the question remains a minor, but unexplained point. mThe Jackson
Clarion-ledzer seemed rather gled to get the convention, which had dragged
on for mary weeks more than had been intended et a cost of ¢700 & éay,
over with at last.

chairman calhoun had the last word. In his closing address he
expresses the hope that the new constitution will end political divisions
along race lines, end that there will be less election violence and

fraud than in the past. He continues wpolitical perticanshipv hss
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naturally prevented an iripartial view of our situation.u>? and he has
e message for the morth:

e say to our brethren of the lortih, nast and west, that we

are willing to bear cheerfully our full chare of the public

burdens, ...except to yield up the common civilization of our

commnon country, which civilization was constructed.only by the

white race., fThere is but one sovereign by divine right. That

sovereign is mind., I look in vain for any instance of pAfrican

contribution to the disclosure of undiscovered truths tending to

ameliorate the individual or the social condition of man, 36

He continues in this vein maintaining that the Negroes have made no
contribution to civilization, and leck the inistive to brezk out of
stagnation when nwithdrawn from the envelopment of white civilization.n37
He remains vaguely optimistic for the future of the Negro under white
leadership saying, %I hope better things from it in the future.n e

Now clearly there is in this speech an anti-yegro ideology that is
implied by Calhoun to be the underlying reason for the convention.
According to him, while Negroes and whites can live together in friend-
ship, this can only happen when the white race is clearly the ruler.

This is a bit too simple T think., FHe rather glosses over the
sectional quarrels as though they were in the nature of side distractions.

our mission here has been accomplished as best it could upon

ad justment of the various opinions and interests of the different

sections of Mississippi.

The fact 1s that on every vote by the convention thet we have
analysed, clear petterns of white county-black county divisions have
emerged and these are supported by the speeches by the delegates re-
ported in the newcpapers covering the convention. 71t is also true that
there was support for the disfranchisement of the Negro for other reasons;
particularly for election reform, but this appears to have remained

subordinate to the sectional rivalry. gome delegetes delivered spseches

of a conciliatory tone, calling for unity in dealing with the nblack
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menacelt, but it is difficult to tell how sincere these speakers were and
to what extent they were using this line as a tool for promoting the
interests of tﬁeir side; the evidence indicates the latter.

Thg Mississippi Convention seems to me then, to have been a
three-cornered power struggle with two militant groups; black and
white counties,jockeyinz for control of the gtate, with the pegroes
forming a very passive third corner thet throuzh its nuabers and the
protection of the U,s., constitution, poses a potential threat to the
suprenacy of the white groups, but in fact ends up being caught in the
middle of the white struzgle as a kind of upig-in-the-middlex or npaswnn
or "political foothallw,

There is evidence to indicate that this situation was not uniqpe to
Missiscippi; that all through tbe South the same forces were at work, as
one by one the rest of these states called disfranchiseing conventions
(south Carolina in 1895, Jouisiana in 1898, porth carolina in 1900,
Alebama in 1901, virginig in 1901-02, ceorgis in 1905, ¢cklehoma in 1919,
and Tennessee, Florida, Arkansas, and Texas by means of the poll tax and
so on,) There were varletions and modifications of the wiississipvi
Plan! during thess years; particularly the wgrandfather clausen which
gave any descendent of a ¢ivil 'ar veteran automatic qualification. This
served nuch the same function as )issicsippits underctanding clause.
These later disfranchiseing conventions were linked more closely to the
third party populist movement than tfississippi had been, and this was ons
of the popular justifications for these conventions, This was just a
variation of the same theme; It involved an alliance of the poor white

farmers with the Negroes, but the only difference was that instead of the
passive legro vote being used to the advantage of black counties, it

would favour the white county farmers. as soon as it became apparent
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that the union was not going to work, the cry for disfrenchissment went
up egain among the white counties. The price paid in the battle be-
tween whites for control of the Negro vote was brought out in these
conventions as it was in Mississippi. An plabeme delegate protested
Wow we are not begsing for ballot reform or enything of that sort,
but we want to be relieved of pufchasing the Negroes to carry elections.
I want cheaper votes."uOThe distrust between black and white counties
reriained as strong as ever in the other conventicns. nthe carpetbagzers
so fremed our presant constitution . . . as to give a preponderance of re-
prasentation to the negro counties."ulAnd black county whites whypo-
critically raised the howl of white supremacy while debauching the
bellot-boxes and through this infemous means made themselves potent
factors in cur gtate and county governments.ﬁg Fevi delegates took the
cry of black supremacy seriously, "I ask you gentlemen.of the black
belt, how do you heppen to be here if the Megroes control down therevnu3
inquired one Virginie delegate, while an plebamian asked, wyhat are we
here for? ot to preserve white supremecy. vhite supremacy is sscure
in Alabama."uuThere vere similer arguments over whether ungualified whites
should lose the vote along with Negroes. g(ateg of Alabama wanted to
disfranchise nall those who are unfit and unqualified, end if the rule
strikes & white man as well as a negro, let him go. There are some white
men who have no more right and business to vote than a negroc and not as
much ag some of them."u5

The pettern then, remeined very much the sane from one state to
another, with only a certain ad justment for local conditions and issues.
It was 8 pattern of reaction egainst the MNegro not really for eny ideologzical

beliefs of raciel inferiority, but as a result of power struggles between
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white sub-groups divided along different interest lines. The final

chapter will consider this in a more general way.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THYORETICAL GUIDELINZS AND PROJECTIONS

This concluding chapter will be of & nore general and abstract
nature than those that preceeded it. The task is to set down first
the approach that was taken towards this cuestion of Negro disfran-
chisement, and then to project, or abstract somewhat from the enalysis.
This projection will take two paths; to exemine the problems that the
analysis has raised for Democratic government, and to conscider the
problems and guestions it raises aboul the study of race relations as a
whole, particularly from the psychological perspective.

The first thing to do when setting out some general ideas, or a
theoretical orientations about race relations, was to define the central
concepts in as clear and useful way as possible, A particular problem
was in deciding just what the difference is batween face groups, ebthnic
" groups, and nirority groups of all'sorts.

The central question here is whether a nwracen is to be regarded as
some kind of biological category in the same way that we say, for instance,
that a horse is a special category of animsl, or whether, on the other
hand, we argue that racial differentiation is only significant when people
call attention to it.

There are several problems with a biologicel definition. There is
no real concensus on a criterion on which to base the biological distinc-
tions. If skin colcur is to be the standard, there are immediate problems
because these form not so much categories ss a continuum, or more likely,
a spectrun. Yhe tmited states, with many mulattos, or people of so-called

wnixed bloodu, illustrates the extent of this problem, &s many people
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here find they are pale enough to pass as whites when in fact they have
some Negro ancestory. The legislatures in the southern states had a
great deal of difficulty in defining & Negro, and were reduced to the
not very adequate solution of defining the percentsge of sncestory that
constituted a black or a white person. For instance, in some states
anyone with one-guarter or more %black bloodun was to be called a Negro,
but this of course, had to assume the racial purity of the immigrant
groups to MNorth America, including the African Negroes, and the evidence
is thet this was by no means the case., panother problem with biological
definitions is that it means using non-political categories in a political
analysis, clouding the issue by misdirecting the emphasis.,

A more useful approach, and one that has become the more popular among
students of race relations in recent decades, 1is the social definition.
That is, we say in effect 1twhat people call a race is a race for our
purposes." Examples can be cited that formulate this in & more complete

way: Van Den Berghe in Race and pracism defines race as:

¢ o calUEn  gup that defines itself ard /for is defined by other

groups &as different from other groups by vi#tue of innate arnd

immutable physical characteristics.

To 0.C. Cox:

A  Trace may be thought of as simply any group of people that

is generally thought to be, and generally accepted as, a

race in any given aree of ethnic competition.

This epproach does not ignore the physical differences; everybody
knows tliat there is a difference between & black skin and a white or a
yellow one, but it puts the empheasis not so much on how people makezthese

distinctions, but the fact that they do. This makes it possible to look:

beyond the physical characteristics and study race relations in a much



WRacismi is sn sttitude. It involves ideologies which are used as
a system of rationalization for material social facts; for instance, the
exploitation of one race by another.

This is distinct from the other more general attitudes; ethnocentrism
and intolerance. Rthnocentrism refers to gumnerts wwe-groupsh and deals
with feelings of gzroup solidarityvthat are not necessarily racial phen-
omena., Intolerance is directed against any group that defies social
normg, and again, this can have racial overtones but does not necessarily
have to do this. Religious intolerance is perhaps the best example of
this,

A theoreticsl approach or orientation to any sociological inqguiry
has to, at one time or another, consider the assumptions about man and
soclety thet lie behind the formulation. mhere has been a long standing
debate between the wnintegration modeln theorists and those supporting
the tnconflict modeln, and this revolves around the neture of social
change. That is, should it be sssumed that society is basically stable,
that people are orderly, peaceful, and sttracted to one another, but
sometimes this breeks down and forces push to & new equilibrium, or is
it the other wey around; do there exist constant forces of conflict
that are always at work and are only checked from time to time by periods
of temporary inertia?®

There is no point in this discussion in ngoing off the deep endn
about these difficult and persistent philosophical questions. mhey do
bring out an important point though; that at different times and under
varying circumstances one finds different types of society, sometimes
stable, at other times in transition.

In his epproach to race reletions park developed this perspective,



He saw Hfour great types of interaction- competition, conflict,
acconrnodation, and assimiliation.n 3

Competition is the most basic of these; it is elementary, universsl,
and fundamental. JTts most important characteristic is that it is inter-
action without social contact; that is, the actors are unawars of the
presence of the other in somewhat the same way that competeting plant
organisms have no social consciousness. Park elaborates:

o o« o competition invariably tends to create an impersonal socisl

order in which each individual, being free to pursue his own

profit, and, in a sense, compelle& to do so, makes every other
individual a means to that end.

It is linked with the economic ordasr;

Compvetition determines the distribution of population

territorially and vocationally. The division of labor

and all the vest organized economic interdependence of

individuals and groups of individuals characteristic

of modern life are a product of competition.

Competition becomes conflict for Park only in periods of crisis,
when people are forced to becoms conscious of their rivalry with other
people instead of economic forces. conflict then, is a political process
and political organizetions exist to deal with conflict situations. Fe
considers these political institutions only as substitutes for war.
Conflict:

e o o@Pkes the deepest emotions and strongest passions and

enlists the greatest concentration of attention and of effort.

e o oIN generdl we may say thaet competition determines the position

of the indévidu&l in the comaunity; conflict fixes his place in

society.

Accomnodation involves individuals and groups meking necessary
internal adjustments to social situations or conditions that have been
created by competition and conflict. This process follows the changes
effected through struggle then, and:

They establish & new order by changing, not merely the status,

but the aettitudes of the parties involved. gventuslly the new
order gets itself fixed in habit and custom and is then transmitted
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as part of the established socisl order to succeeding generaticns.

« o o The rights of properiy, vested interests of every sort, the family
organization, slavery, ceste and clags, the whole social organization

in fact, represent sccommodations. 4

This has to do with the social organization or sphere. pssimiletion

on the other hand goes farther than this and is a complete transformation

of the personality, which Park sees ss taking place gradually, under the

influence of social contacts of the most concrete and intimate sort.

Now Park feels that race relations follow this cycle:

Everywhere . there is competition and conflict; but everywhere the

intimacies which participstion in a cormon life enforces have

created new accommodation, and relations which were mer%ly

formal or utilitarian have become personal and human.

He continues, WIn the relations of races there is & cycle of
events which tends everywhere to repeat itself.n 9 row the trouble
and frictiocns in relations between races comes about during periods of
change from cne stage to another. Vvhere there is repid sociel change,
there is low racial prejudice but high rscial conflict, yet when the
change has become solidified and some sort of accommodation reslized,
then the prejudicial beliefs, or racial ideologies may still remsin.

It is not to the point to debate the universal empirical accuracy
or applicability of park's cyclic change theory; the important thing is
that it provides a useful orientetion to the reconstruction period which
was without & doubt one of great sccial changes.

For instance, the ante-bellum South was a stable society in a state
of relative accomnodation:

In. short, the plantation population, in spite of differences of

race end status, constituted what I have described as a we-group.

If the llegroes were content to remain in a subordinate position

to which the white men's prejudice- prejudices which have grown

up through long end intimate association- assigned him, racial

animosities would prcbebly not exist.

The Park epproech brings out snother important aspect of race
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sphere and the role of ideclogical belief systems about races, TFark makes
it clear that it is the economic and political struggles, the results of
competition and conflict that are the causel factors in rece animosities.
The prejudice, or racial ideologies,are by-products of the accomodation
process that are used to Jjustify and cement the stability of chenges.

Thus, in the reconstruction period there was a painful period of
ad justment to the new conditdons imposed by the wearn as the white gouth
fought a battle for the politicel eand economic contrcl which had fallen
Yo the northern Republicans, and at the same time witnessed the legal
changes in the status of the llegro to franchised and economically in-
dependent citizens.

This then, was the nature of the approasch taken to this enalysis.
Essentially, the main guideline was to refuce tc write off the proceedings
in this period concerning the Negro as mere ideological prejudice on the
part of the whites. The object was to look at the causes behind this
prejudice to examine how it varied according to the influence of these
more basic economic and political factors.

Mow the conclusions drawn from this study pose: certsin rather
crucial questions, first for the functioning of minority race groups in
democracies and secondly, for the study of race relations from the per-
spective of psychological prejudice.

yhat we had to start with, following the end of the war, was a
situstion where the Negro was given the vote as well.as certain civil
rights. But what should have been a period of great improvement for the
Negro, as he expressed his oprinion ¢n the rumning of country and state
through the exercise of his vote didn't turn out that way at all. ve

saw that the Negro voter was pushed and pulled by the white pemocrats



and Republicans competeting for his vote. when the regroes tended to
support the Republicens, for rather obvious reasons, the scuthern white
Democrats took over control by force, fraud and =o on (eg. the yississippi
Revolution of 1875) beating down the lNegro vote, and pushing out the
Republican gévernments. Yet even then, with the Negro disfranchisement
accomplished in fact, to a large degree, the problems did not end. The
white Democrats were split by regional interests; the aristocratic planter
class of the black belt, where most MNegroes lived and worked, and the
white counties where individual white farmers scraped out a living.

There was a question of representation and apportionment betvieen
these regions, which held true throughout the deep gouth, because the
"carpefbag" constitutions had counted the pegroes in drawing up re-
presentation for state and federal government. wor this, and other
reasons (1t is reasonable to assume that at least some southerners were
concerned about the election violence and fraud), wississippi held a
constitutional convention and we saw the predominsnce of these sectionai
white interests in the votes and speeches of the convention,

Very much the same pattern was seen in the other southern states,
most of which soon followed the Mississippri exemple. In some cases
here, the situation weas complicated by the presence of the third party
Populist threat. This movement proposed to unite the poor white and
NWegro farmers against the planters, and it was not until this plan had
clearly died that the white counties became seriously interested in
disfranchising = the regro voter,

In all ceses, the evidence suggests that the Negro played & passive
role. The whites threw about the cry of nblack dominationn and so on,
but this was never really very likely, and certainly not efter the

nredeemptionn of the south., They were, in a way, in e #dammed in you do,



damned if you donttn position. If they hed, in some way, been ehle to
elect their own coloured representatives to the legislature they would
have precipitated an even more vidlent white reaction, yet by comforming
to the realities of the situstion, they still ended up losinz their new-
found rights;

This then, poses a very important guestion for democratic government
ac a whole. The traditional idea of tone man, one voter is that every
man hasg an equal voice, indirectly, in the running of the government.

The exercise of the franchise is supposed to be & benefit; something

of positive value, by which each man cen protect his interest. =wnut in

the South during reconstruction this framework broke down completely,

and to the Negro, the vote was actually a liébility; it just got him into
trouble. Clearly, when there is a situation where a large and powverful
group within a democracy manipulates the vote of a weaker group to satisfy
its own interests, then the effectiveness of the representative system is
lost.

Now the problem is not the fact that there are sectional, or political,
or economic interest groups furthering their own purposes. mhet is quite
legitimate and normal; we know that it is usuel that the more wealthy
elements of a society will take the right wing, supporting a ccnservative,
Hlaissey-fairen or hands off policy. conversely, the less wealthy elements,
the lower status uvlabouring classh and so on, tend to support a left-wing
path, of sociz]l welfare, government control of nbig businessr, and pertial
equalizetion of wealth.

The matter of concern is thaet a race, beceuse of clearly distinguis-
hing physical characteristics, while tryinz to remain passive or neutral,
or else splitting along normal lines of division, is used as & wpolitical

football® by the other groups, and thereby Joses the value of the vote.



The explanation of why racial groups fall into this position appears
to be linked to their vulnerability.. That is, the weaker their position
in society is, the more likely it is that they will become tpolitical
footballst, The question becomes then, why do reces fall into a wripe
for the picking® position.

A storting point is the distinctiveness of race. A catholic cen
welk into a Protestant church service and not be conspicious, a street
Tbum® can take & bath and buy & good suit and pass, at least superficislly,
as a niddle class businessman, & hippie can cut his hair and almost look

human, but on the whole, & black man cannot pass as white, or vice

A result of this distinctiveness is the rise of rscist ideologies
to justify any exvloitation that is expedient to the dominant race.
These blanket doctrines give face relations a subjective, or emotional
character. 7Park suggests, in connection with this, that men have st certain
fear or hesitancy of things different. For instance, if we meet & perkon
very similar to ourselves and he makes & bad impression, we can still
compare him with many other cases and realize that the particular person
is an exception. However, if we meet a member of an unfamiliar minority
group, we have no reference point or standard by which to compare him
with others of the same group, and so we are more likely to consider him
a genuine representative of his:group, and from this, generalize gbout
his group.

The distinctiveness of races and ethnic groups have been preserved
by politicans, even ss in the case of ethnic groups, when they might have been
expected to die out. glazzer shows this in the case of New vork ¢ity,

pointing out that ¥The large movements of history and people wiiich tend
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to reinforce the role of ethnic groups in the city have been accompanied
by new developments in political life which similerly strenzthern
X
ethnic identities.® 4 He continues, NWThe impression that the political
patterns of the city strengthern the roles of ethnic groups is over-
7

whelning. 12

The actual size of a minority group is an important variable. The
Negroes 1in }ississippi made up e majority of the population and the
whites were very much aware of this. There were lots of votes to buy,
or intimidate, or get rid of if necessary. Iew York city is another
example , " Only when an imnmigrent group reaches the enormous size of
the Pusrto Ricans does it become a subject of interest, attention, end
concern,.t 13 The most recent instance of thig is the immigration crisis
in great Britein which suddenly became & matter of nationasl interest
after a flood of Africans sought refuge in Rritain.

There is a tendency for race and ethnic groups to coincide with
economic and social levels in societies. ror instance, glazer notes.

. o o todescribe the economy of 1jew York fully, one would have

to point out that it is dominated at its pesk (the banks, insurance

compaenies, utilities, big corporation offices) by white protestants,

with Irish cetholics and JTews playing somewhat smeller roles. JIn

wholesale end retail commerce, Jews predominate. vhite-collar

viorkers are largely Irish and Italian if they work for big organ-

izations, and Jewish if they work for smaller ones. The cityts

working class 1s, on its upper levels, MNegro and puerto Rican.

¢cther ethnic groups ere found scattered everyy&sre, but concentrat-

ed generally in a few economic specialties.

This was, of course, true in the gouth during reconstruction to a
very great extent, with the lTegroes supplying cheap manual labour, only
with the exception of the ntalented tenth.® 1n this case, the Negroas

were eqguipped for very little else, after many generations as plantation

slaves. The newest ethnie or racial arrivals to a country have tended



to occupy the lowest positions in society, and it becomes difficult for
them to break this pattern. Race can be usged as what qlazer calls an
ftethnic shorthandw-  w, . .the traditiors) . parties have themselves euployed
the ethnic shorthand to deal with what are essentislly class problems.n A3

Mot only is this manipulation of races within the political sphers
a perversion of the meaning and functions of democratic government, but
it also produces some consequences for the races involved. Ve saw how,
in the South, this kind of sitvation led to the disfranchisement of the
Negroes, but this is only part of the story. Another by-product is
racist ideology, which serves to unify public opinion in the dominant
race and justifies whatever action is teken. Judge calhounts opening
and closing speeches to the Mississippi convention illustrate this es
well as sny other exemple.

Another effect msy be a general cementing of the relative positions
of the races in the society. 1uBell suggests how the status quo hzs been
preserved in fedesral politics in the Tnited gtates, sThe strategem has
been to play off the Horthern regro and the white goutherner against
one another so as to yield the Negro some gains, but never as much as

16

prorised nor too much at one time.w

The important practical lesson that can be learned from the Negro
disfranchisement during reconstruction is thet mere political rights are
not enough for & satisfactory assimilation. fThis can only happen when
the Negroes have, on & large scale, accuired enough wealth and power, on
an individual level, to protect themselves on ths political front so
that their vote can serve rether than herm them. mhis mesns a distributicn
of the Negroes over the social and economic spectrum of the society

on somewhat the seme proportion as the generel distribution; thet is, a
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large "middle clsss" of people in relatively high prestige occupations,
in relatively high income levels. |

This is not a novel idea; it was the basis of the solution proposed
both by Frederick Douglass and later, by pooker m, washington. rThey saw
that a small elite of Negroes was not enough alone; it had to be a wide-
spread change. Vashington put his views into practical application in
his Tuskeg=e Institute in plabama, and he stressed the fact that a general
uplifting of the Negro was in the interests of the whole nation. mhis
was never more true than today.

We can also project certain implications from the anslysis in another
direction., This in relation to the methodology of the study of race
relations as & whole. Many books and studies have been undertaken on
the question of race prejudice end discrimination. These attempt to
show that these matters are of a psychological nature, coming from within
the individual in a varietly of weys. The causel factor mey be identified
as "frustraticn-sguressiont or the Wscepegoat effectn or just sheer
ignorance, but in these and other cases, there is an abstraction from the
social context, & Tormulation of wuniversalsn gbout the nature or habits
of men.

The conclusions drawn from this project cannot support these apo-
roaches in any way. The patterns identified from the analysis of the
Mississippi Convention, both in the speeches and from the divisions,
show that the lNegro disfranchicement depended almost entirely on the
realities of the social context; on the economic and political interests
of the white counties., A psychological analysis might demonstrate the
mechsenics of how discrimination originated from the social context became

transmitted to the mind of the individual, but from the evidence in this



project, I cannot see how this line of methodology can extend any
farther then this.

There ig no resson why the final words should not be optimistic.
Both the approach teken te this topic, as well as the evidence and
conclusions dravm from it heve hed a non-deterministic tone. 7T am

not postulating the wltimate perfectibility of man, but on the other

hend, I em certeinly not going to accept the view that race problems

fde
w

are innately insoluble., A pluralistic society in the nited gtates
not impogsible and the politicel particiretion of the lNegroes wder the
conditions necegsary to make their vote a real benefit to them must

ultimately be the route to this end.
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- 674 .7 " CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. -

fiscal year, to the” Governor of this State,a report showing
.- the condition of the levees, and recommending such addi-
““tional legislation on the subject of the system as shall he
thought necessary, and showing the receipts and expendi-
tures of the board, so that each item, the amount and con-
sideration therefor, shall distinctly appear, together with.
such other matters as it shall be thought proper to call to the
- attention of the Legislature. - =~ PR N
SEc.236. The Legislature shall impose for levee purposes,
in addition to the levee taxes heretofore levied or author.
ized by law, a uniform’ tax of not less than two nor more
than five cents an acre, per annum, upon every acre of land
now, or hereafter, embraced within the limits of either, or
both, of said levee districts. - The taxes so derived shall be
paid into the treasury of the levee board of the district in
which the land charged with the same is situated; and the
Legislature, by the act imposing said tax, shall authorize
- said levee boards to fix the annual rate of taxation per acre
within the limits aforesaid, and thereby require said levee
boards, whenever a reduction is made by them in their
.. other taxes, to malke a proportionate reduction in the acre-
Vamntav havainhafaen montioned ; but said acreage tax shall
not be reduced below two cents an acre per annum; and all
" reductions in such taxations shall be. uniform in each of
said districts; but therate of taxation need not be the same
in both of them; and such specific taxes shall be assessed
. on the same assusswent roll, and collected under the same
enalties as the ad valorem taxes for levee purposes, and shall
- be paid at the same time with the latter. - And no levee
‘board shall'ever be permitted to buy lands when sold for
taxes; but the State shall have a prior lien for the taxes
due thereto. - The Legislature may provide for the discon-
tinuance of the tax on cotton, but not in such manner as to
affoad cntetandine Lands based on it, and on the discontinu-)
".ance of the tax on cotton, shall impose another tax in lieu
thereof, but the Legislature may repeal the acreage tax re-
quired to be levied hereby, after the first day of January, A.
D.; 1885, 7 vy o ~
Sec. 237. The Legislature shall have full power to provide
such svstem of taxation for said levee districts as 1t shall
1rom Uikl w viae ueell Wise and. proper.

SEc. 238. No property situated between the levee and the
Mississippi river shall be taxed for levee purposes, nor shall
damage be paid to any owner of laud so situated because of it
being left outside a levee. ¥ ; o ,

Sec. 239. The Legislature shall require the levee boards
to publish at each of their sessions, an itemized account em-
nracing their respective raceipts since the prior session, an
such appropriations as have been made or ordered. by them.
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" cedents so far as they relate to my right.to vote, and also as

A
{

respectively, in’same newspaper or newspapers of the dise
“trict.= o T S G LWL L B S I 3

ot RS ARTIOLE XIL %
p o BRI AR SR T R ANCHISE, b s T

Seo. 240.  All elections by the people shall be by ballot. * -

Src. 241. Xvery male inhabitant of this State, except.
idiots, insane persons and Indians not taxed, who is a citizen = N/ ="
of the United States, twenty-one years old and upwards, who - ="\
hasresided in this State two years,and one yearin the election 5
district, or in the incorporated city or town, in which he offers™ " '+ = v 2
to vote, and who is duly registered as provided in thisarticle, . ' i
and who has never been convicted of bribery, burglary, theft, e Yo
arson, obtaining moaey or goods under false pretenses, per-. - . % .
jury, forgery, embezzlement or bigamy, and who has paid, on T
or before the first day of February of the year in which hep L Al
shall offer to vote, all taxes which may have been lemlly-pawqu QA
required of him, and which he has had an opportunity of tiwdgs =, &t
paying according to law, for the two preceding years, and : i
who shall produce to the officers holding the election satisfac- - =~~~ i
tory evidence that he has paid said taxes, is declared. to be a A MAAL PTAR
qualified elector; but any miaister of .the gospel in charge = = 7 7=
of an organized church shall be entitled to vote after six - iy
;p(énths residence in the election district, if otherwise quali--
led. : :
- 8Ec. 242: - The Legislature shall provide by law for thereg- .
istration of all persons entitled to vote at.-any election, and.
all persons offering to register shall take the following oath
or affirmation : “I —————, do solemnly swear (or affirmn). :
that I am twenty-one years old, (or T will be before the next
clection in this county) and that I will have resided in this
State two years, and —— election district of ——— county
one year next preceding the ensuing election or (if it be -
stated in the oath that the person proposing to register is a
minister of the gospel in charge of an organized church, then:
it will be sufficient to aver therein, two years residence in
the State and six months in said election district), and am.. "
now in good faith a resident of the same, and that I am not -
dizqualified from voting by reason of having been convicted
of any crime named in the Constitution of this State as a
disqualification .to 'be an elector; that I  will truly an--
swer all questions propounded to me concerning my ante-

¥

1

to my residence before my citizenship in' this distriet; that«
I will faithfully support the Constitution of the United
States and of the State of Mississippi; and -will bear true .
faith and allegiance to-the same.- So help me God.”- In .
registering voters in cities and towns, notsvholly.in oneelec-.-. .5 =
tion district, the name of such city or town may~be substi-

" SOURCE: Journal of the -7 o
Convention, p 675-9, s
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. tuted in the oath for the election district.. Any wilful andq
" corrupt falte statement in said aflidavit, or in answer to an;

- CONSTITUTIONAY UONVENTION, # ;w% -

~take place at-any time:prior to the election; ‘and no.person - *
who, in respect to age and residence, would become entitled- ..

) ’ : : o : ¢ L. to vote, within the said four months, shall be excluded from
material question pro»p_ouno‘ed e h_ere_lrt "““m‘-"”efi»’ e B Y © % registration on account of his want of qualification -at:the -
pexjury. . £a T G g 5 Cread e ko time of registration. ey 1B TN L et T Tl B L
e . Sue. 243.7 A uniform poll tax of two dollars, tobe used in - i § .. W~ ™05 o of Al R :
TP oi,f ai(? of the common schoolsli and forno otherpurpose, is hereby “ ;-4 th;c’jé'of;’é'mﬁ;e :ﬁﬁ? gg ?omfe Ogr‘zuae-lc%cféqu g:iceil\siqunndr%l: :
‘.. Tex.. . imposed on every maleinhabitant of this State between the 1% b v 0 A aeneral u1_¥§ "F:“ }n‘ lootive 0‘,?1’9 o
o et ees of twenty-oiie and sixty years, except persons who are ¥ i ¥ 1d 5 (ot i i W s
éo"} z(md dumyb P biind. or-who are maimed by loss of hand 5.3 shall be held on theo'l‘uesday nextr after the first Monday of
oiafoot; said tax to be a lien only upon taxable property. =i g}‘_’o‘;%ggseg Iﬁ.IDe.érijﬁz:f&f‘ndlgver}yngo«ln éf;) yﬁ‘arsath‘er(tlz'z}ftcr% '
The Board of Supervisors of any county may, for the purposs [ noral électio;lsbt(; o '%n y %"&“O:. Ce) E‘“g . %‘ “ncb "
. ; of aiding the common schools in that county, increase the : # g(r) Decomber Joeg Drc.Casa I LGoot, Spgemier s
i . “poll tax in said county, but in no case shal) the COVize poll. Ju. Sgo. 253, - The Legislature may by a two-thirds vote of =
¢ o7 tax exceed in any one year three dollars on each poll. No i b H00y % L g ay oy -

. both houses, of all members elected, restore the right of suf- " |

FE sl p force the collec- : . 2 .
criminal proceedings shall be allowed to enio ¢ frage to any person disqualified by reason of crime ; but the

i ~ tion of the poll tax.

i Sre. 244, On and after the first day of Jaﬁumy, A. D, . reasons therefor shall be spread upon the Journals, and the,
ol 189§Cexc;v elector shall, in addition to the foregoing qualifi- 2 vote shall v,be by’yqqs and i T Lol g
Mwuvwé\;wwtidns, be able to read any section of the Constitution of ¢4 . ARTICLE XIII g
1 ' ~ this State; or he shall be able to understand the same when & 2 > . o s

oy read to him, or give a reasonable interpretation thereof. A
v ' new registration shall be made hefore the naxt ensuing elec-
tion after January the first, A. D., 1892.
gpc. 245. Electors in municipal - elections ghall possess
all the qualifications herein prescribed, and such additional
qualifications as may be provided by law. = .. -
woirwsee o Qpe, 246, Prior to the first day of January, A. D., 1896,
T e elections by the people in this State shall be regulated by
b .. - r P o . 5 ) i s
- an ordinance of this Convention. , s
gk Src. 247. The Legislature shall enact laws to secure fair-
ST ... nessin party primary elections, conventionsor other methods
LAY of naming party candidates. s L ol
Qe 248, Suitable remedies by appeal or otherwise sha
it b e ey be proviued by law, to correct illegnl ‘or improper registra-
ey e b ¥ tion and to secure the elective fr(f.nlchlse to those who may
be illegally or improperly denied the same. e
Spe. 240, No one shall be allowed to vote for members of
'+ the Legislature or other officers who has not been d:ﬂybreglsI;
_tered under the Constitution and laws of this State, by a‘s e s ks g A o .
efficer of this State, lopaly o g rqustt'e‘r thg-ﬁf\]vs ; ‘Fourth—The countics of Franklin and Lincoln each'shall
Bk s W u,rxl_der th? t(fomgttﬁ‘e ]iLsnhgreby de- i+ have one Representative and a Floater between them. - .
Xt g p+r.oper chersc(irx'nsv{'tlciﬁcvtiou to vote f ¢ Iifth—The countics of Tippah and Bcntoln each shall have
clared to be an essential and necessary quAnEFE BT -4+ one Representative and a Floater between them: = =
at any and all elections. : and no others shall be G Sixth—The counties of Claiborne and Jefferson each shall e
e, 950 - All qualiied ?leCthS . __qoloin ﬂ;i;dongti. i, - have one Representative and a Floater between them., ... - ' !
eligible to office except as otherwise provided in this Consti- 1 ""a o i i ¥ oountios of Clarke and Jasper each shail *
. e T fuii s bav 2 : ative and D + +y PR e :
o utx;g. 251. Tlectors shall not be registered with.: - four £ bave one Representative and a Floater between them.w.:.
8 LU t . ViIn 2llc 2 A = oy g
. months next before any election at which they may “offer to

] Bighth—The counties of Grenada and Montgomery each~ ™ |
cian .o shall have one Representative and a Floater between them, . &
/ U b sion it DA VE. e L 114 C i v Co, .
yote; but appeals may be hp&l.d.d‘l‘.ld ('lctu;111‘1.1c<'1Acth1<1“r?\T1:19 : Tt e ATt S e F e :

“.\% ty°.. % . . APPORTIONMENT. N

.See. 2564, The number of Representatives in the Lower .
house of the Legislature” shall be one hundred and thirty-
three, to be apportioned as follows: R

First—The counties of Choctaw, Covington, Greene, .

" Hancock, TIssaquena, Jones, Lawrence, Leflore,. Marion, -
" Neshoba, Pearl River, Perry, Quitman, Scott, Sharkey,

Simpson,. Smith, Suunflower,” Tallahatchie, . Tishomingo,. .
Tunica, Wayne and Webster, each shall have one Represen-
tative, o : ; )

Sccond—The counties of Alcorn, ‘Amite, Attala, Bolivar,
Calhoun, Carroll, Chickasaw, Clay, Coahoma, DeSoto, Kem-
ner, Tiafayette, Madison, Newton, Pike, Pontotoc, Prentiss,

" Rankin, Tate, Union, Wilkinson and Yalobusha, each ghall =~ ¢
have two Representatives. v e :

Third—the counties of Copiah, Holmes, Marshall, Monroe,
"~ Noxubee, Panola, Warren and Washington,; each shall have

.
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“Tenth—The counties of Harrison and Jackson,. cal ]
a < ach’
have one Re')'rcsent ative and a Floater between ’uhem. ?‘hfm
Tleventh—The county of Yazoo shall have threc Represen.
tatives and the county of Hinds shall have three I»eprcqontm
i ves, ';fntu thr;}l shall have a Floater between them.
Twelfth he county of Lauderdale shall have three R
{)esea;nbn es, ton(, to li)e P}llcctcd by the city of Meridian, oerFe
by the county outside the city limits, and
.-coi?ty including Meridian, Y Tt g the WhOle
Thirteenth—The county of Ada ams outside of t}
ty of
Natchez shall have one Rwrecenmtn eand e y
" one Representative. e
TFourteconth—The county of Lowndec shall have three Re .
resentt atives, ;c‘wg orfrwh%m ghall be elected by that part ofthe
- county east of the Tombigbee river, and one b $
- of the' county west of said river. ¥ et portlon
Fifteenth—The county of letlbbcha shall have two Rep-
gnevx+atlves, one of whom shall be elected by that portion
of the county east of the line running north and south be-
tween ranges thirteen and fourteen, and tho other by that
~ pertion of the county west of said line.
Sixteenth—The county of Lee shall have two Represen-
;:;,]teu es, the county of Itawamba one, and a Floater between
m.
Soventeenth———In counties d1v1ded mto 10"1&13.'61V6 dis-
. tricts, any citizen of the county eligible for electxon to the
House of Representatives shall be ell"‘lbl(—) to repre«ent any

: dlstrlct thereof

Ve e . THE SENATE. -

“SEC. 255 The number of Senators shall be forty -five a.nd

*+% are apportioned as follows :-

First—The counties of Hancock, Harueon and Jackqon
sh’xll' consm’mte the I’%rst District, and elect one Senator.
Second—The counties of Wuvne Jones, Perry and Greene

e, ; the Second District, and elect one Senator .

Third—The counties of Jasper and Clarke the Third Dis-
_ trict, and elect one Senator.
Trourth—The counties of Simpson, Cov1noton Marion and
Pearl River, the Fourth District, and elect one Spn°tor .
Flfth—The counties of Rankin and Smith the Futh Dis-
trict and elect one Senator.
Sixth—The counties of Pike and Franklin the Sv*{tb Dls-
tnct and elect one Senator,
s Seventh—The counties ' of “Amite and Wllkmson the
_ Qeventh D;st'ch, and elect one Sermtor firop

Wik e L - e e
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mth—-The countxes of Lem"e and Wmston ea ' e
z : ch shall g T
al on“ Representative and a Floater between them. - ha\e e
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thth District, ‘and elect one Senator.-

" Ninth—The county of Adams the Nmth Dmtnct 'md elect TheiitoA
«one Senator. e

Tenth—The count1e< of Clnborne and Jeﬁ'ex ~on thé Tenth

"-'Dl‘»tT ict, and elect one Senator.

Tleventh—The county of Copmh the Ele\enth District,

and clect one Senator.
~Twelfth—The counties of Hinds and" “Warren the Twelfth

HI)Hunct and elect one Senator each and a Senator between -

them, to be chosen from the countlee altcrnatoly, bevmnmo

 with Hlnds

_Thirtcenth—The countms of Scott and Newton the Thn‘-“

teenth District, and elect one Senator.
Fouv'feenth-——’l“le county of Lauderdale, the Fourteenth

-District, and elect one Senator.

Tifteenth—The counties of Kemper and Winston the Fif-
teenth District, and elect one Senator.
S1~<teenth——’l‘ho county of No*mbce tho Sixteenth sttrxct

and elect one Senator.
Seventeenth—The counties of Leake and Neshoba the ;

Seventeenth District, and elect one Senator. 4
- Bightecenth—The cout nty of \I’Ldl\on the T Ewhte(‘nth Dis~

trict, “and elect one Senator:’
Nineteenth—The county.of Y"\./OO the \’metoenth District,

_'“_md clect one Senator. -
Twenticth—The counties of Sharkey and Issmquen'\v the

‘Twentieth District, and elect one Senator.
Twenty-first—The county of Holmes the Twenty -Frst Dis-
tllCu, and elect one Senator.

Twnnty-\econu——' The county of Attala the_Twenty-Second

Dlst"l(,t and elect one Senator. ' . aag”
Twenty.umrd—The -counties of Oktibbeha and Choctaw &

the Twenty-Third District, and elect one Senator.

Twenty-fourth—The counties of Clay and W eb&ter the F e § Vi tgh

Twenty- Fourth District, and clect one Senator.
Twenty-fiftth—The county of Lowndes the Twenty Fxfth

chtrlct and elect one Senator. 4
'lwenty -sixth—The counties’ of Carroll and Montgomery

t‘nc Twenty-Sixth District, 4 and elect one Senator.

_thn Twenty-Seventh District, and elect one Senator.
Twenty-eighth—The counties - of Yalobusha and Grenada

thf\ Twenty- luwh*h District, and elect one Senator.

“ ghall elect one Senator, and the countles of \\ wsmn"ton and

‘Sunflower a Senator between them.
Thirtieth—The covnfv of Buhvar t‘xe ’lhlrvleuh Dlsun'*t B

,and elpct one Scna*or

Ewhth-—The countxes of meoln and Lawrence the' Ve

 Twenty-seventh—The counties of Leflore and Tallahatchie 0

.7 Twenty- ‘ninth—The counties. of - Washington and “Sun- o
";ﬂowarthe Twenty-Ninth .-)!Ltuct the county ‘of Washington . .« &



