
NEGRO DISFRPJrCHL.S~·,11iNT DURING REC(;KSTPUC'l'IO:U 



:t-J1t,~RO DISFHANCHIS1}lENT DURnTG m~CONSTRlTcrrI ('IN 

BY 

JOHN G{)YF!m , B.A. 

1. Thes i s 

submi tte.d to the }"""'flC:. ul ty of Gradue te s tudi e[; 

in Partial FUlfillment of the ReQuirements 

for the Degree 

Haster of Arts 

l!cHaster University 

(s eptember ) 1969 ) 



MAST1i:R 0]' ARTS (1969) 
(sociology ) 

TITLJ~ : Negro Disfranchisement During Re eonstl'uction. 

AUTHOR: John Goyder, B.A. ( Bishopl B university) 

SUPERVI SOR : Dr. :lonard Brotz 

}\TOHBER OF PAGES: Dr, 87 

SCOPE AND COH'!'EJ\:?S : 

HC~~ASTER mUVERSITY 
Hamilton, onta rio 

Follo1i/ing th e Civilv!ar, the I~egro in the routhern states was 

officially fr eed and gi ve n the full rights of citizens of th e unit ed 

stateD, includi.ng the right to vote. The evidence indica tes tha t, to 

. a modest ext ent , this fra nchise W8 s exerci sed , but in the folloVl1ng 

decades a movement to disfranchi se the Heg roes grew up in the South; 

first by intimi.da tion, End then officially through cha nge s in state 

law a nd constitut ions . Certain co nditions for this mo.:ement are 

examined ; weak leudership in fed el'a l politics, split s in cong ress, 

socia l and economic life f or blacks and whites during the recons truction 

period, and so on, It i s contended t h ough, tha t the crucia l c~us8 1 

f a ctors can be tra c ed to the riva lry in s t a te ro1 itic s be t ween va rious 

white g roups ; the wealthy 1/Th i t es fr om the planta tion country border ing 

the }Iissis sippi River, aga inst the poorer nhi te farme rs from the more 

barre n l ends. In be t ween -I:;11is, the lTegroes \'Jere caugh t as I1poli tica l 

footbellsn , una ble to protect their position. This hypothesis i s 

con s id ered in the case of ~i ss iss ipp i, the l eader in the disfranchiseme nt 

movement, and f ina lly, the problem i s formula t e d i n a more genera l way, 

to cons i de r certa in ~~lications the s tudy r a i ses bo th for democra tic 

goverru~ent, and for the study of r a ce r e l a tions . 
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CHt>PTER ON;-i; 

TIfrHODUCTION 

In recent decades an increas ingly vocal and violent Negro protest 

has made tJller ica painfully aware of the Becond class citizenship of 

this part of the population. Characteristic of this lower position 

is a widespread segregation system actively enforced by th e whites, 

and a role 8S spectators rather than participants in the political 

life of the nation. This, toge ther vlith many forms of economic 

and social discriminat ion, ha ve made it very difficult for the Negroes 

to form 8 middle class tha t can in any WEly matcp the huge and affluent 

white classes. 

Defenders of the American white sUJ;ron18.cy system often ar'gue 

< , 

that thi.s is a cons istent and unbroken tradition that follovwd 

Ellloothly from the end of the C1y11 l'far. It j.s rooted in i deo log i es 

of 8 hundred yee.rs ago ttey claim, and to beli.eve that these can be 

changed quickly, in the course of one generat ion, is na ive and 

i mpracticEl.l. This pr :~sents a pesBirn:if3tic picture for the future 

stability of th e p;nericEln society; The Negro s pokesmen insist that 

the whites have had a hundred years to remedy the situation and they 

will accept no fUrther delay, while wh it e leaders maJnt 8. in that 

things cannot be ru shed, attitudes will not change overnight, and 

liberali z.ation is coming all the ti ~l1e but at its own pace. political 

events in the United st9te s in th e l ast few years suggest tha t th e 

positions taken by th e two sides a r e moving apart and little faith 
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is held in the middle ground of judicia l reforms by either whites or 

blacks now. 

When cons idering the possibiHty of social change of great 

magnitude such as the changes ne eded in the united states today, it 

1s sometimes u S(1ful to analyse the situa tion in a hi.storica l WaY in 

orde r to clarify what the nature of the 1)1'0 blem is, and to what 

extent and for what r easons , there are barriers to change . 

The southern hi s torian c. Van Vloodward has take n a lead j.n tht s 

work and has t aken a position different from popular be lief. 'rhe 

Woodward thesis is tha t for a per iod following·the end of the 

Civi.l War the po s ition of the Negro looked quite promising , but in 

a period of sharp react ion this hopei~l s itua tion was reversed in 

the SOQthern statos, with these stat es fir st di sfranchising their 

Negroes end only after this in st Huting sere. ration policies knovm as 

the lIJim c row il laws , or segregation. vrhile there were certain 

s eg r egation meBsures at all earlier t ime and while th e slavery syst em 

undoubt edly furnish ed some of the ideologi cul root s for thi s discdmin­

ation, these are of relatively minor i mpor t ance in the l arger scheme 

of things. 

Vloodvmrd explains tha t n1~y only purpose ba s been to i ncH ca t e 

tha t things have not always been the salile in the south .. • • ~'h e polic :i es 

of proscription, s egregation, and di sfranchi sement tha t are oft en 

descri bed as the i lrlrIlutab l e 'folkYlftYs ' of the south, i mperv ious alike 

to l egisl ut i ve reform and armed inte rvention, are of 8. more recent 

origin. 1I 1 

There is ev idence tha t during th e Reconstruction years the 

Negro u sed hi s l ega l franchi se frequently and hi s vote vms actively 

recruit ed by Hepubl icans , Democrats, and later the popUlists , in the 
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south. Also, this was at a difficult time o f trans it ion from s l avery 

to freedom by a Hegro population wholly unprepared for part iCil)at ion 

in t he political process of the country. 1'he1'e i s also evidence thot 

there was a considerable number of white southerners who believed 

that a N·egro population v.Jith t he fu ll politica l and civil rights of 

Unite d sta tes cH i.zens was j.n the best int e r es ts of all southerners . 

'1'he exact nat ure o f th e 1)18 ce the regroes should occupy might be 

arg ued accord ing to 8 person 1 s pElrt icula r philo sophy of race relet ion s , 

~l e th er liberal, radic~l, or conserva tive , but th e con clusions r e­

main ed the SEllae. 

Woodward gives us some l eads on ~lY thi s rea ction against the 

Neg ro e s hc1ppened. Ee points out in 'l'h E!_._2~.!~~§e C e:E=...9!.JJr~~!:~.~ 

that "The south 1 s adoptio n of ex treme r a cism was not so much due to 

a conversion 8S it wa s to a r e l axat:ton of th e opr;osit j.on. All th e 

el ements of f ea r, j e21ousy, pro scription , ha tre d , and fanatici~;m had 

long been present, ns th ey are prese nt ill varying deGroes of int ensity 

in any society." 2 

He cOlltinues , H','lha t ha ppen ed to\'18rd the end of the contury wa s 

fin almost simultf.Heous - .. FJ.nd sometimes not unrelated .. .. c1 e Gline in the 

effectiveness of re s tra int thut ha d b een exercised by a ll three forces ; 

lTorth e rn libe r a li sm , southern conserva tisn , and so uthern r a dica li sm . 1I 3 

~\rood\'lCI rd also fe els that disfra nchis emcmt didn!t n ecessarily 

have to come ; it i s not accura t e to t eke a det enu ini s tic point of v i ew . 

lIe s e88 it 8S l1 particular al i gnme nt of forces at a pa rticuln r time , 

8nd writes, fI/\t the daVin of the n eVi c e ntury th e \la ve of south e rn 

r a cism ceme in as a swell upon a mountin~ tide of nationa l s entiment 

and VIas very much pnrt of tha t sontim(~nt. Had th e tide been runn ing 
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the othor way , the southern wave would have broken feebly instead of 

b i of' the futuI'e. 1l 4 8com ng a wave 0 ... 

It j . s pro p 0 sed h er e the !.l , t 0 look at a spec ific instance 

of this ,',f!lignment of force s in the movement to teke the vote a way 

from th e southern Negro, culmina ting in the yississippi constitutiona l 

convention of H~9D. The att erl1pt will be ma.d e to esta blish a logical 

s equenc e of ca u se , condition, and effect in relation to theBe events. 

That is) the content ton will be that thi s mov- emant Vla s the product of 

a power struggle, both political and eeonomic, bet ween different 

interest groups , with t wo competing groups of whites and a passive 

Negro popula tion, and in this the Negroes were caught in an Din 

between" po s ition with both whHe groups u sing th em to fu r the r the ir 

own int erestl3. The conditions wnl be outlined by examining both 

the Bocinl and politica l life in the period from the end of the Civil 

War up to 1890. It will be sugges ted that both H sp ecinc find a 

general effect followe d fron this ; specHicolly' the state of 

Miss issippi called a constitutional Convention in 1890 that re s ulted 

\ 

in the disfra ncld ,sement of most of the :?t a te ' s Negroes , and gener a lly, 

anti -l~gro idoolog i es were invented during th is period for purposes of 

expediency , jUstifica t1.on, and so on. Th:i.s wil l b e follovvecl by a 

formulntion of this h~rpothesis into a more generalized, or theoretica l 

framework , \,ii th reference to existing Vlork on the theory o f r a ce 

rela tIons . 

}.1 i Bsiss5.ppl was not sel ec ted as the case in point for any very' 

sp ecial r enson . It s eems log icn l to se lect thi s sta te bee-ause it ViEt S 

a l eader in th e di sfranchiseme nt movement, and as one st ate after 

another in the s outh followe d },:isst ss ippi' s l ead , they adopte d ma ny 
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of the devices invented ill the 1890 convention. This state is also 

a rea sonably typica l deep southern state, If there is such a thing, in 

that she has a IIBlack Beltlf of fertil e f a r ming land ideal for large 

scule plante.tion operations, tog ether with a more OOr:l.'en upland 

ragton suita ble for little more than SJ.bsistenc 8 extst ence. Also, it 

has a high proporti.on of Hegroes, most of whom are centered in the 

more fertUe farml l18 reg ion, leavlng the upla nds to a predomina tely 

white pQ'pulationj the source of the popular epithe t "poor whtte 

trnsh. " 
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CHJ\Pl'ER '1'1.'lO 

CONDrrIONS m Tm~ ~{) U(J'H , 1865-90 

Thlfl s e ction is inten d. e d to look a t the way the Neg ro es ad jus ted 

to the cha ng e s br oug ht about by the Civil y!a r and the na ture of the lr 

relations with th e whites . It is Hlfio mea nt to touch upon whi t o 

attitude s tOVla rds the Negroe s Gnd the 8CCU1'8 CY a nd j u.stlflca tion o f 

these . 

During the wa r , the a ttitudes of the slav e s appears to have been 

guid ed v-ery much by p e:rl3ona l c onsid or n tions , e nd Iil.any sla ves r emained 

loyal to the ir maste r to t he end. News of th e omanc iIJat i on travelled 

slowly and Wha rton estjl1la ~; es th e t ubout ba lf' of the slc:ve f; ha d bOGn 

fr eed by a dvanc i.ng Un ion [nm l es b:lr the time tha t Lincoln ma d e 11j.8 

offic i a l Proclmna t i on. 

Und er' th o Union a r my s evo1'8.1 p r oj e c:. t s wer e start ed to p, e t the 

Neg ro 0s f a r mi ng th e cotton crop for s a l e in th e Nor th. rrhese me t 

wi th v81'yi.ng d egr ee s of s ucc ess , and one dif f i culty wa f: finding 

Cash to pa y th e l,~egro worke r s . A p a rticula rly succ essful e xp e r t ment 

in thiB lino vm s the e stabli s hme nt of 8 Neg ro c ommu na l f arm a t. 8 

bend in the Hi ss l ss i Pl) i Hi ve I' k nown 8[-> Da vis Bend.. Th i s l a n d h8. o. 

be long ed t a J e f f ersOi.1 ])3.v i B and hi s brothe r before it Was ovel' r un 

by the Hart h, a nd. in l E56 ~· it was turne d a vo !' t o th e T\"cg roGs in the 

area under 8uperv t s 1on and he l p f rom th e army . In sp i te of s etba cks 

inc l ud i ng jUl.' isd :L c tj.ona l di sputes be t rleen t.h e T'l' easu r y Deport ment 

and the Fr6cdmans De pa rtme n t in Vla f'Jlillg ton , mo s t of t he lcmd \'IUS 

0.1 v id ed up int o pnrc e l s o f f rom f1.v8 o r t en , t o one h undred ac r es , 



between 80me 75 J!"reedmen. Durine; tho first yea r there were Confederate 

raidfJ and of more serious consequences , the army wor-TIl which destroyed 

five-sixths of th e fir st c rop. In spite of this th e plantntion 

prospered with the soaring price of cotton. 

The following year the colony was more fully organized Vvi th a 

large degree of Hegro control. Three judicia l distrlct s were set up 

with Negro courts in each as well 8S s he r iffs Bnd judges . This 

system was fou nd to work well and there vrus a low crime r ate and fHir 

pun:l.shment of offenders . There vms a HomB Farm manage d by diEJt1, bled 

people, orphan s , and so on, and many mltE!ll f arms managed by partner·· 

ships or f amH l e se 

The colony rea lized good prof'i ts i n the two yoar's of its operat iclll 

and generally seems to have been a highl y successful enterprise ths. t 

sho vwd just what the Negr o could do under the right conditions and 

wlth a r081:.~o~8.bl e ClIP-aunt 0 f encotlya ~m,:mt. HOYlover , by J.866 a ll the 

provious white owne rs of the l e nds had been g i ven presidential pardons 

and had. reclnlmed the ir land . wharton c(%rnents : 

The significance of this one-year e:xperirucnt lies j.n who t 
it stOWEI miGht heva developed from Eaton's early syst em of 
camps j,f th e 'rEuUcals' in cong r e ss had a llowed the i r 
r ad lcEt H sm to extend j,n to the field of economics instead 
of conf i ning it to that of politics. 1 

However , ma ny of the Negroes were crowded. into a r my camps where 

cond.Hions were ex tremely ba d and whore they were chea ted and robbe d. 

Generally conditions after the war were very depressed , as might be 

expec t ed of a l e nd thut had been a ba ttlefield fo r several years. 

There was a certa in amount of movement and migl'ation by the :F'reedmen , 

but thi s was carried out only by a minority of the Freedme n. According 

to Wharton: 
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.Altofi:e ther the n, the trens i tion to fr eedom crone very g radua lly 
to most of tho negroes of 1jissisf; j_ppi vlho h ad x'ema i ned in 
slavery until the end of th e war. !,lost of them r ema ined on the ir 
old pJace s t and r etained the haoH of ob edience to the ir white 
employers. 2 

l.Iany Negroes hope d that some of the old plantat ion l and vlould be 

throvm open for s ettlement but only a minority of Republican Congres s-

men seriously considered th5.s and as time passed with no real grants 

except unsettled territories in the vrest , mos t Negroes turned the ir 

attent ion to buying themse lve s small f arms . This "Ja S a difficult 

ambition to realize howeve r, what with tho very low wages paid to 

Negro l a bourers and the p OOl' cral' yoars of 1 ~66 and 1867. only 

a smalt percentage of Negro farme:es ever man8ged to get the ir OW11 

land, and this continued wel l into the t we ntleth ce ntury. 

The va st ma jority go t invol ved in seDing the5.r l abo u.r through 

a var iety of schem.8S with 11 sbarecropping n the mo st common . Fnc1er 

this plan, although there Vle1'8 many vf:l riattons , the t onant wo uld work 

on someone e1 DEl t s land and vvould pay the owner I:\ome proportion of 

his crop a s rent. The tenant YlOulcl sometimes r e ce i ve fo od and ut ensils 

from the owne r wh ich vlOuld be covered by' th e crop payment. '1'h1 8 plan 

was popula r because H meant tha t flucua tions In the cotton ma rket t a 

frequent OCCUrfll1Ce. were felt by both parties, and also it was a sort 

of mutual incentive plan in tha t it was to the adva ntage of both 

worker and oVJne r to r eap the l argest possible crop. Many Negroes 

preferred a stra i ght r ent a l plan as thi s made it more likely for them 

to r ealize big profHs in a good y eElr (but they wore in trouble in 

poor years). The other plan in wide u seage was a simple wa ge schedule 

which accord:i.ng to Baker writing i n }i\JlloVl ing the colour Li ne , was 

Inost popular a.nlong th e pool'er lJcgrocs. Thi tJ uGually i nvolved a Jr earl:{ 
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contrac t vlhere the labourer would lo se a substant i 81 part of hi s wage 

if he should default on any of the terms of the contract. Discretion 

here luy "'ith the employers who could, for instance , fi re an employee 

for di shonesty on mere susp icion. VIBges were low, eve n \'lh8 n correc tion 

is made for the va lue differenc e of the dolla r in those days. one 

hundred and fifty dollars a year WaS a r epresenta tive figure, with the 

addition of a f a irly meagre supply of r ations , f nI'm impl ements, and so 

on. 

commentinG on th e way tha t these s~T st ems actua lly worked, Baker wrot e : 

But 1.n th e south , the present t enant system if; much nearer 
the cond itions tha t preva iled in s l avery times than it is 
to th e p rese nt Northern t enant system. This g:cows na ture lly 
out of slavery ; t he white man }wd l earned to ope r a t e big 
plant at i ons wit h i gnorant help ; and t he Negro on hi s part 
hE,el no t raining fOl' allY othe r system. The VIhi te me n was 
the nai: ur a l mast er and the negro the na tura l dependf:lnt 
and a Illere EmanCipation did not a t Oll(; e chango the 
spirit of the r el a tionsh ip. 3 

Participa tion by th e Federal Government. in t he r ead justme nt of 

th e Hef;roes t o t he j.r nevI ci rcnms t onces V18i] centered in the Freedmall's 

Burenu. This org£l n izt'lt ion wa s founded in 1 865 after polit ice J. bottles 

b e ·~ween congress a nd president Johmlo n, and on June 2 th e Burea u 

iss ued f\ series of r egUla tions coneernhlg l :egro l a bour. The~r had to 

work , ond those the t refused woul d he plneed under forc ed l abo ur on 

home farms , without pay. variou s t erms for the l abou r co ntrac t s '!.Yere 

stirule t ed , such a s the a bliga t i on o f th e employeJJs to pl'ovide 

bas ic necessit i es like fo od t clothj.ng I medic i ne and tool s. NeGroes 

vi ol oti ng the ir contract s by laz i ness or other misdemeanours would 

forfe H part o f th e ir shl:"1'e of the crop or the ir wages , or if it wes 

a serious offense , cou.ld be fired with lo ss of pay due them . 

'1'he evidence ind iCHted t he t t he se rul es v!eren ' t t aken ser iously 
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by the Southern l a nd owners, al tho Uf.<:h most of them Vie re inclined to 

be ju s t a s tou.r;h in their r elatlons with the l abourers as any of these 

clauses des cribe . 

An early ma nife s t a tion of the difficulty of southern whites in 

adjustins to the new circums t ance s .·ms s een in the efforts t o di spl a ce 

Negro l a bour with Europeans , c ld.neso coolies , Gubti ns, and so on. 

compan i es were fo rmed that promised to provIde i m.rr:igrant labourers 

at a g ua r ante ed low CO f;t, and rWllOX'S of mnHzlngly cheap l a bour were 

widesp re a d, as white south erners apparently looked fo r wfi rd for tho 

opportuni.ty of a sort of mass IIthumblng of the ir noses l1 fi t the 

NeGro es wh o se l a bour to tha t timo ha d been so ne cessary to the g:reat 

cotton fo rtunes. on th e wh ole though, thi s entLc8 schewe was more 

fant a sy than f a c t and only f1 few Bu.eh l abo urers ever r eaeh ed Amer ic D.. 

The co s t of i mport t ng them tur ned out to be f ar gr oat er t han hod been 

i m.ag ined at fl l"s t;. 11.11)0 it b e C8J:lC nppa rori; t iw. t the n egro l nbouL' 

compared favoura bly with anythtng that c ould be in~orted. 

An i m})OrtRllt questlon dndng tho se yearl-3 vm s over the qua lity of 

the Neg r o l abou.)~e r in th e new arrangeme nt cOf!l}J IJ. l'od to the slavery 

day s , and also to the poor whit e wltom th e Negroes now f a c ed in economic 

conpet it i on mu.ch to the annoyance of th e fa nner . 

Wha rton r e ports tha t: 

It i s appare nt tha t long before 1399, the planters , muc h 
as th ey might compl a i n o f the f a ult s o f t he l; egr oes , had 
come to pre f e r #h em to any othe r cl~lss of labourers they 
could obta in. 

B9.ker cites a v iv i d example of thi s fee lin~ from t h o c omme nts 

of un Alabm,'8 planter ; 

G i v e me Negroes every t jJ !le. I v;oulc1n ' t have 8 low-down 
wh ite t onullt on my pl nc e , you can ge t work ou t of any 
Hegro i f ~rou know ho w to hand l e him; but t here are SOlne white 
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mEm who VlOnlt work and canlt be driven, because they are white.u5 

BUt it i 8 vIall knovm that th i s wa s the only pIa ce thr;.;t the 

oWllJ_ng class of southern whites wanted the 1I0[ 1'08S j workJng for low 

wages on the land and doing the dirty Jobs in the cities. A letter 

by a Georgia n j.n 1906 ShO'dS this well: 

The only uso wc have for the Negro is as a labourer. It is 
only as such that He need himj It is only as such that we 
can us e him. If the Forth vrants to t a ke him and edu.cate 
him we will bid him godspeed and contribute to his educ El tj.Ol) 
if the schools are loca ted on the othe r side of the line. b 

This wa s only p a rt of the story. 'I'O the poor white, or labouring 

white. the cele bra ted poor white trash, the negro should not only 

be a labourer, but should also be the very lowest of labourers; 

When tho skilled }Tegro appee.rs and beg in s to elbow the 
whJte Jila n in the struS81e for exist e nc e , don!t you kIJ.oW 
the wh:lte ma n rebels e nd won!t; have it SO? If you don!t 
it WODlt t ake you long to find it outj ju.s t g o out and 
ask a f eV'1 of th em, those who t ell you th e whole truth, 
and Bee wha t you will find out about it. 7 

r.I.'here VIere a fe v! in the south who Ga'rl the conseQuenc e s of Buch 

an attitude. A r eputa ble 1~ is shlsippi ple.nt erj president of the Hiss-

issippi cotton As socia tion prote sted: 

Every dolla r I own thos e Negroes made for me. our a ncestors 
chased the~ il d01!1n and br ought th em hore . The~r are just wh at 
we nlBd e th em.. BY our own g r eed and ex tr'avagance we ha ve spoiled 
a good ma ny of them . It has been populnT he re -- nO'd ha pp j.ly g row·· 
ing - l e s s -so - - to expol t the negr o b~ high store··prices end 
by encom'ag ing him to get into debt. ' 

Neg ro l eadership, guide d by well known intellectua ls BOok er 

Washing ton and late r H .E. Du ~is, fought aga inst this; they saw 

education as a key and tri ed to ins till an ide ology of quiet im-

prov eme nt, and to ';'!a shing ton, politice l participa tion wa s not 

immediately pre r equi s ite. Educati on to DU BOis should not be mere 

tra de school ins truction, "n evertheless, I in s ist tha t the obj ect 



of all true education is not to make men ca rpentersj it is to make 

carpenters men. II 9 Bake r gives an illustration of th e washington 

ideology; Q northern dignitary fini shed nddressing a cla ss of Negro 

children in Georg ia and asked if he could t a ke a message back to the 

people in th e North: 

wh a t sha ll I tell them for yOU? he asked. A little black 
boy in front stood up quickly, and sa id: Irre ll lem ma ssa, we 
is ri s ing . I 10 
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'1'he consequences of an undivid ed Negro vote Via s apparent to this 

Negro lea dership class, the tlTalented 'l'enthn and. l>ewis in an article 

on the ~IPolitical Mind of the Negro Since 189011 repo rts tha. t the more 

intellige nt Negroos did not give wldivj_d ed support to the Rel)ubli.ca ns. 

They were critica l of th e l'edi(;al l)oHGi es ageinst t.ho old confederates 

ane. suspected the mot5.v9S of the nepuhlicens. 

It s eems rea Eloimble to state then t tha t whUe there 1s no 

quef.:ltion of the f act tha t the Neg:':'oEls VI0)'O a Ha r king class, and a 

pretty i gno rant one for the most part, there wa s dur i ng the yea rs 

after the VlEll', not only a do s lro for i mprovement, but some r ea l 

prog ress . 

TO l~ew inson, "It ha d be come there fore , l ess aud less poss i bJ.e 

betvlGon 1 870 and 1900 to ms ko bla nket sta tements tha t the intelligent 

freedma n ).8 but a drop in th e bucket. tha t the negro ha d 110 stake 

11 in the community' t th at h e vms shiftless a nd inca pable of adyancement. II 
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CHAPTER THREE 

POLITICS, 1365- 90 

The political history of the United states from the end of 

the Civil VEar, through th e Reconstruction years , and into the per iod 

up to the end of tho century is a viol ent and changeable story. 

The various phases of Reconstruction, the pol1tlcal al1.gnm.e nts in 

the south, and the part played by the Negro voter in the vlhole 

thing is importnnt for our purposes , showing the process whereby 

the Negroes were di s franchi sed and some of th o, conditionB necessary 

for this. 
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Lee I S surrender at lIjlPO;r.:ittox brought to the forefront Ii questlon 

that had ol3en lurking in the mind B of l eeders on both sides; what 

would the relation how b0 between the victor ious union and the 

defeated Confedera.te states? 'l'he sever-al different plans in 

circulation were bas ed upon the var ious ways that the c onstitution 

could be interpretad con the que st ion of attempted succ ess ion. 

southerners maintalned tha t since the r ebellion had been 

defined by the North as one of individua l s r ather tha n states, then 

the southern states wore st ill full-fledged menbers of the Union 

with the rights and protection of the constitu.tion. under this 

interpret at ion the War had only established th e supremacy of 

Feder a l right s ovo!' states right s , and t he duty of the south during 

}~econstruction vias to establish loya l state gove r nments wh ile the 

duty of the Federal Government was to r e-establ1 sh it s various 

agencies and services in th e south. 



President Andren Johnson' s ~, Ilterpretat ion vias only slightly 

different. To hbl, certa in southe rne rs ha d trie d to exercise the 

non- ex istent right of succ e ssion, "/hich meant that while the state 

gove rnments ha d not disnppeared they were in n state of suspens ion, 

a de ep sle ep, and ha d to be re-start ed by certnin federal acts such 
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as pardons, the appointment of new, loynl officers to run the state 

government s, and so on. Johnson in11eri ted JllUch of this lnterpretat ion 

of, and policy for, Reconstruction from the assassina ted President 

Lincoln who had always ma intained that the union ha d n ever been 

broken end the problem Via s how to re ··esta blish the old r e lationships 

of the southern states to the union. 

Q.ui to a different vtew was held by Tha dde us steven s , a powerful 

Hepublic a n sena tor. Thls was a r a dica l interpre tatio n th !:J t iu r; tnted 

that by wag ing WEt I' th e southern stut e s ha d actua lly r emoved th emse lves 

from the Union Ellld were conquere d t e l'l: itoTl.Or; tha t could be dealt 

with by the Feder a l Gov e rnment as they saw fit. 

The close st thinG to a cor'lprom1se theory Wli S swnne r l S ll s t s te­

suicide !! theory. This po s ition h e ld tha t a lthou.gh it Vlas im!)ossible 

for a state to withdraw from the Union, the s ouths rn states had 

committed trea son by trying and althoug h t e rl'Horial sta te line s 

couldn ' t be changed, cong r es s could act as though the forme r 

conf edera te stat e s vrere governmentless t e rritori e s end h a d the right 

to institute eny civil and politica l right s prog rams it wished. 

The Democra tic party in thi s period Vlcl S ut an all time low. 

They ha d tra dit iona lly dravlll heavy support from the s outh, and with 

the loss of the s e representa ti.ves during the wa r togetbe r with the 

commitment of the Republica n s to the we r effort and the thingB this 



Came to stand fOl', it was cruci.al fo r the DOr:J.o crats to restore the 

southern states to full pal'ticipa tion i n the }f€dera l GoVel'lli!i8nt as 

quickly as pos s ible. 
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A stra l~ e politica l pa radox devel oped during the first months of 

r e construction. 'l.'he Republican president Johnso n, following the 

lenient and pragma tic plRn of generouBity toward the south developed 

by Lincoln, moved toward a policy of Pres i dent i a l n econstruction 

where the executive would initia t e the new stE.!te governments and 

recons truction egenci es in B. be nevole nt [lnd conc i.l i .atory wa y. 

In th e r a nks of th e ROYJ.blican pa rty though, several eleme ntf:l o f 

varying degree ~; of r a dieal.i.sm wa nted 0. much toughe r , IIha X'd line u 

policy thn t v'!(hlld cont j.nue from the ass umptions l a id down in th e 

stephens and Sumn~ r i nterpl'Eltatj.ons of tho COnf:l titution. 

Thus t he Democrats , toge ther wi.th f:l small and r ol atively 

uninfluent i a l }3egme n'v of tho nep uhlica Hs in c onGr ess t CDmB to ally 

themselv e s with }Jresident John son, a ga i nst 8 coal ition of moder8. t es 

plus out and out rnc11.ca ls i n the popublica n "pArty . Thi s coa lition 

was int erested in n policy of widespread control in the southe rn 

states with g ua r a ntee s of loyalty fr om the so uthern e l ectorate and 

d j,squ a l ificat ion of r anting ex- c onfederates from any pol it ica l po s it i ons. 

John son h.'c: d ndvDnced fro:n the Vi ce-pres iden cy to succeed lincoln 

on April 15, H~65 e.nd WElS at t hat time somewbat of a politica l un­

knoltm . In HEl Y of 1965 he mad e hi s fir Bt ma jo r Recons t r uct i on move , 

recoe nizi ng s everel stat e gov~rnment s set up under Lincoln and a fe ',!; 

weeks lat e r offer ing pnrc10ns to a ll forme r reb els, except t ho se 

falling into c e rta in cntegories , on c oncH tion tha t t hey vlould agree to 

a loya l ty oe th . In Dec em ber h e eppointed s8vo l'al provi s j,oD8.1 
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governors, re-started many fed e r a l oge ncies in the south, and directed 

the provi s iona l gove rlIDlents to hold constitutiona l conventions in 

which they would r ecogn ize the cha nge s esta bli shed by the war. 

The cons titutions tha t we re formul a t ed by each of the ex-confedel's te 

states tended to be copie R of pre~Jar constitutions exce pt that 

fTeedmen gained certa in ri ghts such as those ofj movement , givine 

testimony in courts, enteril\.'S into contracts, and so on. They 

were not, on the othe r hand , g iven the vote, and in some st a t e s were 

specifically disfranchis ed. The thl'ee--fifth s compr omise , whereby a 

Hegro count e d as three-fifths of a rw n whe n c omputj.ng district or 

sta t e represe nta tion in leg isla ture s, via s reta ined for :Fe del'a l 

repre sentation in the House of :Repre s e nta tives, but not in state 

repre sentative bodies. !,.Iost of the se con stitutions ':vero ratified 

by po pular vote a nd ex --ConfederH t es VIera prominent in t he new gove rnme llts. 

A fir s t priority of th e new l e~ i s laturG s wa s mea sures to control 

and r e strict the g r ea t mR S S of fre e dmen, and ~. : ississippt wa s a lesder 

here. The se "Bla ck cod e s !! as they we re calle d , c1e8 l t with vagr a ncy, 

apprentice ship, labour contra ct s , Mig r a tion, and civil and legal 

rif,ht s , for th e mos t f a rt an d although Ne groe s -:le re give n certa in 

s p ecific rif,ht s j property holding, the c.'ieht to s ue , l ega l recognition 

of f amilies and so on, they Yle r e ne \re r the J. e ss fairly bla t ant att emrts 

to brins back much of the tone of the s l a ve ry era . ~'! .E. B. DU Bois , 

in Bl a ck Re construct ion in Am erica,' protest s tha t Tl The origina l 

codes f a vored by the s outhe rn legi s l a ture s were an astoni shing 

affront t o emancipa tion ... " 1 In spit e o f th e liklihood tha t thos e 

code s 1V0uld anger nort hern oI)inion, there '."ia s no hosita tion about 
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the need for t h em by southern whites, and this was typical of the 

surprisingly arr oga nt attitude adopted by the south towa rd their 

recent conquerors. Any suggestion of intervention was Taet with a ngry 

reaction: "s ubmit they Vlould to northe rn powe r but they would retain 

their ideus of a south e;ov'erned for HP..fl by white me n · . • . ' They almost 

ignored their sta tus as conque r ed men, and th en qulbble d in convention 

over points which ha d no real me nni.ng. 1I 2 

cong ress, alft rlned by this unrepenta nt mood and Johnson1 s 

conci.l :iAtory tone with i nsiste nce on pre stdentiaJ. r econ s truction, 

appointod a Joint committe e on ](econstruction late in 1365. Altho ugh 

this body shOiJ8d a clea r northe rl1 ble s , they nevertheless e s te.blished 

thnt concU,tions in the sou.th VIera not as cong r ess had intended them to 

be. Witne sses emphasized the need to enfra nchi se th e p egro es in order 

to chock th e white southerner s who would gain t welve membe rs in the 

House of t(opre:3enta t1.vefJ when they vler e r e admitted to c ongress with­

out the old three -·fifth[; clause. BY J anuary 1866 a deadlock hHd been 

establi sh ed bet weon cong re s s and the pre s id ent over the legality of 

the nel'! st a t e governments conve ned by Johnson. compromi s e attempts 

conta ined in th e new rreedma n 1 s Burea u Bill, an ore:~Rnization for 

Federa l a id to fr eed Negro es , br oke down with Johns 0111 s veto of the 

bill on const itu.tiona l g rounds and f r om this point on many of the more 

modera te Republicans in Cong r es s aba ndoned hope of working with th e 

Fresident nnd joined with radica l wing of the pa rty to present a 

deter n ined and unit ed fron>c. 

A Civil Ri ght s Bill introduc ed by cong r ess in ea rly 1866 to 

protect the Fr eedme n fn:llfl the Bln ck codes vms also ve toed by John son 

but this wa s ove rridde n by a vot s of the s e na te. This measure Vias 
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followed by the :FOurteenth Amendemont to the Consti tut ion, affirming 

that all persons born or natural ized in the united states were 

citizens , and that no sta te hed the r i ght to deprive ci tizenship 

of any person . The three-fifths compromise was elimina ted for all 

elections and no ma n wh o had served under oath in a capac ity as an 

office r for the United sta t e s, but who ha d joined or aide d th e 

confe deracy, could become a Congressman unless this was overru l e d 

by a t wo third s vote of Congress . ThI s bill 'VIas a cor.lpromi se measure 

be t ween r adica l s e nd moderates in congress , but it wa s me t with a 

violent r eac tion und r e j ec tion in the South. The main objection to 

it was the cancel l a tion o f the three-fifths compromise .vdlich put on 

the pressure to enfraneh j.se the Hegrces s inc e f a ilure t o do thi s would 

me~tn f fmer s eo ts in congre BS und er 8 penalty cl£l use in the JUlIendement 

that said th (~t in the cose of r estr ictIon of th e vot e , th r:} popula tion 

for r epresent a tion purposes would be reduce d i n proportIon to the 

l1llJnber of elig ible voters dl.sfrhDchise cl. 

In th o congress tona J. :;:lecti.on of H~;6 6 thE! l)ub15.c gave soUd 

support to a ConGresdonally sp onsored :r.'econstruction and a s eri es of 

Reconstruction Act s were noVi passed , wh i. ch were designed to i nst itute 

a much tOllI:;her control of the south by the Federal GOVGl'nrilent. The 

Firs t Re construction Aet , early in 1867, estahli she d five Military 

Di s tJ' i.cts, ordered th e conven I ng o f new confJtitutiol1[11 c onvent i ons , 

and ins i sted that thi s time the NeG l'O be enfranchised. The s e cond 

Reconstruction Act or dered the dolegaten to the conve ntions to meet , 

and t he Third author i zed th e appo1.ntraent o f military com'nanders 

with wide powe rs and jur i s diction. 

The conventions the t as se.'1lbled to f rame new state const Hutions 



under Congressional terms, were Republic an controlled, with a 

reasona ble proport ion of Negro delegat es in mo s t cuses. southern 

state politics durint; these years f eatured a conservative - Democ r atic 

l)arty rrl8do up of whites, ex- confede ra tes and so on, which stood 
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solidly for the principle of white supremaey, lined up aga inst the Repub­

li~ris. liB l att er was manned by northerners , or lIcarpetbaggersll, 

IIsculawogs ll, or southern whit es tw'ne d traitor to th e ca use , and most 

of the negroes. ,}'he Negro vote was act5.vely solicHed by the Rep-· 

ublicens and they set Ul) special societies or l ee.gue s deBigned to 

teach them hov .. to vote, distribute p&rty propaganda , and generally 

propogute an i moge of the Republican l~rty as a friend of the Negro. 

'1'h880 me asures provGd most succ essful end the less arden t competition 

mounted by th e COnS81'Vat 5.v e··1)emoc r a t s to woo this vote wn s much less 

productive. 

In spite of r:i.dicule by the conservative,··u emocra t press, some V8l'Y 

li.be ral and lnt elligent sta te con stitutions 'we r e drHwn up , although 

this is not to say that many of the Ne[~ ro de legat es Vlere comp l e t ely 

inexper i enced in parliament ary ma tters and didnlt r ea lly knoVi Cluite 

ho1'! to behave. Princ iple feattu'es in the Con s titutions were Clf!.US8S 

enfranch Ising ' th e Negro, wlthout property requirements, for voting or 

office holdtng . 

One hundred delega t es met in Jackso n on JallUlWY 9, 1868 to frame 

a new CODst itut ion for the state of Miss i ss ippi. si.xty .. · seven of tbe del egates 

were native s outherners , 21~ from the For th, and 9 of unkno,'ffi orig ins . 

A mnjori ty of 67 VI a S Republican, aud th er e were 84 whit es to 16 

Negroes 81 though 32 cOlmties he.d Negro nw. jori ties. DU Bo is comment s 

on t.h e Negro-white r epresentat ion sayi ng that 1f''.[Ihis was i nteresting 

and cha racteristic. It showed in the fi rst place tha t the Negroes 



were not tryi ng , much le ss succ eed i n,..:; in any effort to use their 

numerica l preponderance in order t o p ut th em s e l ves in politica l 

povler. under strong economic pressure th e. rretSl'O voter designa ted 

white men to represent him.n 3 

Information on the rart icipatioll of those negroes pre sent is obscure 

as the southern press i gnored t he preceed i ngs , rega rding the convention 

as illegal and forc ed upon th e south. Tilharton, in The };egr o in l !iss­

is s ippi, 1965-9g , feels tha t most of these Negro delegat es were 

distillgui shed and t-tDle men, but it vias th e nepublica ns from the 

north and west tha t rea lly ma de th e decisions on the importan t i ssues . 

There \'10re preliminary di scussions £l bout several ffi8 tters; Vlhether 

to de s i gnate the co l ~)Ured members ?f t he co nvent i on in t he Jo urnal of 

the CO llvent ion, £lppointm3nt of 8 cOlTlf.1ittee to · investiga te th e cond ition 

of th e poor in the s tate, and r ()co{runencl l egisla tion to parcel out the 

land among then , and so on. nos t of the requestn f O l' social reforl'l 

were refused by the mi litary Governor , and th e convention nex t pro­

ceeded to the con stit utiona l ~uest ion , f irst rej 8cting the o l d one. 

The ne-N Constitut i on aba ndoned rroperty q ua lifications for office 

holding or voti ng , establ i shed 8. mixed public school system , pro­

hibit ed rac e distinctions in the holdins-; 01' inheritance of property , 

fo rbade s l avery , gua ranteed civil riGhts i n trave l Bnd gene r ally 

was a much more libe r al docu:-ne nt tha n the one before i t , with 8 more 

po vle rful state government , close ly res8fflblin6 those i n th fl Hi dd l e 

Vlestern sta t es . 

A vl11i te n i nority mOV 2me nt t o dl sfl'a nchise t h e mass of !-;egroes 

lias squashe d and un i versa l suffrage Vi i thout qualif'ications ViaS 

adopted , with Ol1e il'1portnnt exception. Th i s I"las that anyone vlho had 
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participa ted in the war for the confe deracy sboye the rank of private 

was not allowed to vot e or hold office . This clu use excluded SO!2lB 

20, 'JOJ of th e top whites in the state nnd there were vElrious opili ions 

about this. The Democratic Party took it as e blatunt attempt by the 

Northern Eepublica ns to place the fOl'r.ter slaves ove r the whites, while 

others vi evred it as a protection of the newly gctinod Negro ri ghts. 

'I'o the Negro historian DU Bois , lilt was 8n att empt to end the oligarchy 

of landlords ~10 still advocat ed slavery and the rule of wealth.~ 4 

Vi.A. Russ t a ke s a simil8 r vievT: ft.. ..· yet the radicals san the.t su.eh a 

policy would be foolha rdy fol' thEl s imple reason tha t if the rebe l 

brigadiers wore enfl'anchised, they would soon know how to dis­

franchj.se the blackH .11 5 In anotLer art icl e , this v'Titer discusses 

the prl.ce paid for di sfranchi sei.ng these southerners. 'l'O him, this 

left C1 great vaCuum ' in the leadersh:i.p of the south an d wa s a tre·· 

menela us moral blovr in tLnt, ll])if;fl'HllCh i.sement VJtUJ the meafmre which 

accompli s h ed Vlh Elt the war fail ed to do; !lamely vlh ip the Con­

federates spi.r5.tually. II 6 yet RUSS raise s another possibility ; 

tbat thj.s humilj.etion provided fuel for the r a ci st r eact ion tli a t ceme 

in lCl.t c r y ea rs and he sug~;est s tha t had tbis exclu[)ion of the con-

federates been t oned down a bit. lilt is conc e iva ble tha t the southern-

ers might have bee n wil1 ing to accept th e enfr~mch isement of th e Fegro 

had they not been di sfranchi sed th eL'"ls el ves • • • II 7 

In lt~68 the cong r es f3i.onal noose around the h en d of pres ident 

Johm;on tightened, with a CC!l1cE.ll'ted a tt empt to impeach him. A first 

atter.lpt was defeat e d by 8 narrow mRrg in but follo Hil12; Johlw onl s efforts 

to fh e t he Se cre t ary of ','ja r , new cha r g8 8 were l a id. Ag ain the sene.t e , 

si tt ins in judgement Oll the case wi tIl pl'osecut ion by In.embel's of the 

House, absolv e d the President afte r tremendous pre s sure exel't ed on 



Senstors sitt ing on the borderline hed failed. 

The determination of the RepublicE:n congress that the Negro 

should vote Was reaffirmed in the Fif"l;eenth Ame ndement. This 

gua rante ed that 1I']1ho right of citizens of the united states to vote 

shall not be denied or abridged by the nni ted s tates 01' by any state 

on account of r a ce, color, or previous condition of servitude." g 

The so-called " Black HElconstructiontl began in ear ne st and in the 

President ial campair6.D; of 1868 the nepubllcen war hero Grant won eDsily 

over seymour , the Demo cratic candidate, ",1 th the help of H solid 

Negro vote in the south. In every stflte eXcflp t Virginia r:epuoUca ns 

in the south were in control. 

In Mississippi , the terms of local officials were to expire 

with the rea dmission of the stat e into the rrnion, under the term::: of 

the new constitutton. new oppointment s would then be mad e by the 

Governor wi th the advtce and consent of the state s eml te; elections 

for local offices would be started in 1911. Governor Alcorn so).ected 

211"{ nepubHcans , 217 Democrats, and 72 oth ers \'lith very feV! Negro 

ap potntments, aud this pa ttern Vla snlt chlJ nge d very much in the firBt 

local elections in 1811. There WE, S pnrticu.J.arly strong white opposit ­

ion to Negro sheriffs and Democra ts gained control of thEIf.;e local 

goverrunents long before they did so on the hi gher l evel s of govern-

mont. 

The firRt sitting of the neW ~'tete Leg j.sla ture in 187:> fe a tured 

31 Neg roes among th e 107 Membe:cs with 8 smE,ll e r proportion in the 

sena t e ; 5 Negroes out of 33 Members. This was , of course, a small 

proportion for n sta te whe r e th e Negroes made up a ma jority of the 

population: but those Negj~o membe rs thnt did manege to ge t elected 



appear to have been quite consci entious end abl e me n accord:i:ug ·to<.the 

evidence tha t i s a vaila bl e El nd DU Boi s not.es tha t many of them were 

mini st ers. Du Bo i s g i ves fu rther i nfo rmation on higher governme nta l 

office s: 

Of s even stat e off ice r' s, only one, tha t of se cre t ary of 
sta.t e , wa s fill ed by a colored man , until 1873, when colored 
me n were electe d to thre e of the seve n off ice s, Lieutenant 
- Governor, secret ary of s t a t e , and s t at e s uperint endent of 
Educa tion. Of the t wo unit ed st Rt es s enators , and the seven 
member s of th e towe r House of COnSl'BSe , not mo re tha n one 
colored man occup i ed a sea t in each Fouse at the sam;:; tin18 . 
Of the thir t y-fi ve member s of th e s t a t e sena t e , and of th e 
one hund red and fi f t een member s of the Ho use .. 0' wh ich c9wposed 
the tota l membe r ship of th e stat e Lcg i s l a tUl'B prior to 1374- -
there were neve r more than about s even color ed men in tho 
Sene t e and fo r ty in the Lower Hmw:? . 9 

Hany sout hern whi tes had beo n pr epared to accept the r esult s of 

the war Bnd had hoped to ens ure constit utiona l right s for th e Negro 

with th e assumpt i on that t hey ''I!oU'ld gEl i n the Hegr oes 'confidence and 

the wh tt es would cont inuo to l ead t n the name of both r a ces. The 

f a iluro of the whit es to do th:i. B Vias pa rtly due to the ir i nability 

to acc ep t t he Negro as a political or soc ial equal, no ma tt er how 
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able and di s tingu1 shed :i. nc1ividual Negroes might be . Th i s conf,81'va tiv8 

group was by HSlt~ ready to jo in : v1i til the r ent of th e anti -Negro 

Democrats in a pl an to Vlres t cont rol of the N8gro vot e away from the 

Republic ans by l ess peace ful means than mere per sua sion, 1n _ order to 

IIredeOlllH Miss i ss i ppi by r e turning it to Democra tic party rule . 

'1'his overth r ow of the IIC 8.1'J.1El tbaggers ll and !! s ca l awags l! had already 

be en ca r r i ed out i n Vi rg inia I Hor th c arolina , Georg i a , 're lmessee , 

Arkansas , and Texas . In these sta t es t here Vias a vlhit e ma jor i t y 

in th e popula tion an d by suppress ing the Negr o by forc e and econom 5.c 

sanctlons it had been poss ible t o ous t t he Re y:: ublican Governmen t s. 

The so- called "I.:i ss i ss i pp i plan t! vms i nst ituted f or the sta t e 



election in 1875. "Vlhite I.lens ClubslI 'ITer€) formed and "Believing 

tha t NeBro Duffrage was 'wrong in principle and di sa strous in effect! 

they pledgod themselves to labor unceasing ly, from year to year, for 

the restoration of white supremacy in 1.; ississippi and in the united 

10 states. II The best known of these secret organizations was the KU 

Klux Klnn whose members rode around the countryside 1.n th e night 

dressed in white robes, fright enine llegroes who took them for ghosts 

from the Civil V[ar. Also, there were more open derJonstrat ions of 

forc e, with frequent paredes of armod Civi l l':ar vet erans, and so on. 

'1'he movement \'las encouraged b~r an increased stC! te representa tion by 

Negroes, financial depress ion, and n weakening Federal Rep ublican 

Party. coerc ion y.18S exerted on th o southern nepublicans also, and 

Whe.rton notes that II Ecoaomic pressure end threats of physical 

violence were u sed , but the mos t powe rful force VTtl S tha t o f social 

ostraciRln.n 11 The fv vou:r.ite argument VIRS tha t by u.niting themselves 

solidly with the Ropublicans the Negroes ha d th emse lves crea t ed the 

probl em and drnvm the col our lines. 1]'11i8 neglected, of cour se , that 

by voting Democrat, the negroes would be vot ing for their own 

di sfr anchisement in all liklihood. 

It is ironic th at the most effective weapon tha t the whites u sed 

against the Negr08n 1',88 the riot. nItarton notes tha t UIll th e 

polit ical , economic, and social subj ugn tion of th e freedmen, the most 

effective we81)On ever develop ed Vias the !riot'. He continue s; li The 

lesson l earnod vms tha t the Negro es , largely unarme d, economica lly 

dependent , and timid and tmreso urc eful after generntions of servitude, 

would. offer no effective r es istance to viol ence. ThrOUGhout th e period, 

any unpleasant incident VTaS likely to produce such a !riot!. During 

th e bad f ee ling of 18]1+ and 1 ~75 there was a great number of unpleasant 



incidents, Rnd after ea ch resulting riot Negro r es istence to white 

domina tion in the surrounding area comp l etely collapsed. " 12 

c( 

These tactic s paid off in the Hississippi elections of H~75 and 

in an election day that V18n relatively Quiet, with a sullon but 

subdued l:egro electorate, the Der.'loCrats rolled up a convincing victory. 

The i\ew leg islEltul'e vms nwde up of 95 Democr~~ts, only 20 nepubllcans , 

and 16 Negroes, allilost nIl of whom we re Republicans. ~'Jharton i nterprets 

this election very' much as a racial battle, writing , "Thu s end ed the 

successful revolution of 1975. In its prepara tion and eiecutioD , 

economic and }lolHical motiyes played a large part. Essentially, 

howe ver it VIelS a racial struggle.1I 13 

The eight yeers under the Grant r eg ime were cert a inly not the 

most imlJref;s ive ill the hi s tory of the united statofi presidency , as a 

large numbor of scandeJ.s c e.me to be associated with his administration 

Rnd the Democrats scored he avy gains in the yedcral cong r ess ionnl 

el eet ions of lS71L A las t riece of Republican leglslatioll for the 

rights of Negroes c: ame in a Civil Rights Bill in 1875 proylding for the 

o(~ue,lityundor, rt;he law for freedmen. Althoug h it specifically 

forba de s cg regattoll o f public f ac il J.t ies mnon.g other thing s, this was 

more a memorial to the Hepublican sene, tor chorles sumner than 8 

workable l aw . 

Democrati.c strategy in the election campai~n of 18"(6 wes to 

empha s ize tho cUl'rupt lon of the Grant adlninistration and offer the 

altern&tive s of an honest Rdministration , but o nly by picking Ul1 a 

lar~e number of Republican voters could they hope to c arry th e na tion. 

In th8 south the Democrats vlore by this time , fairly sure of all the states 

exc ept Flor).da, south Carol ina, end Louisiana , and in these states the 

full r E:J nge of politicEll intimida tion knov,m to the white supremacists 



was brought to bear. 

The r etur ns gave the Demo cra t rrild en a ma jority of 4,284 ,020 

1n th e popula r vot e over the He:publican ca ndida t e Hayes' 4,036,572 

and in the Electora l college Tilden l ed by 19 vo t es but wa s still 

short of a ma jority tha t would g ive him the presid ency. In throe 

southern stClt eS j Floriu8, Louisiana , nnd south carolina , the el ection 

resul ts were in dt sputo because the Repuhlic a n state governrnents there 

were in char ge of count ing the ballotfl, a nd they wante d to th r oYI out 

ballots tha t had heen s tuffed by th e Democra t s . with th e pre sidency 

hing ing on the outcome in these state s , visitin[ off1cials from both 

parti e s flowed s outh with brihes BlId promis es to sv:ay the eJ ectora l 

off i ce)!s . 

'l'hie wa s a d epre ~w ion year w:Ltll l a hour unr est in the Eas t and 

a ri s lng agrari an r adic E! lif;)n movement mounting in the we st and noVi th e 

ba lanc e of power lay 1n the s outh for the fir st timo s inc e th e War. 

nany thought tb e s itua tion Vla s as ripc-; fOr Civil Vlar a s it h ft d be en 

in l s6a tmd, !l tr o Abram s. H(~witt J na t j,onal Democratic cha irTIlan , 8. 

peae eful solution se8lrled ext remely doubtful in 1879. 11e knew of 

fift een s t ate s i n \'Ihich Democ ratic VlEJ!' vet er ans were orgHnizing for 

military r es i stance to the election 'fraud', and to h5.n 'it se emed as 

14-
if the t error s of civil VIa l' were again to be r enewed.,,, 

The Republj,cans turned to exe.mine the possiOilities of' splHting 

the Demo cl'a tic Party and to thi s end , !lunder th e Guida nce of Kellar and 

Boyhton the Republicen s t a t eg tst s conduct ed the most sear ching 

analysis ever I.![ide of th e mind of th e nedeeme r s . ,,15 . ~ . ~ '"!.'he most 

likely line of cleavage I ny in tho di ffe r ences bet v,-e on th e northern and 

southern Democ ra ts and by ally i ng wtth the old Uhig el eme nt of the 

Party, Hayes coul d both win the current crisi s and a l s o build up the 
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ba s is for a strong Republican Farty in the south. 

In practical terms , this meant suppo rt for the d esparato needs 

of the south\ lest for c ap ita l for badly ne eded improvement s ; harbours, 

railroads, and so on, and these had been i g nored by the Federal 

Govern.:'11.snt up to thi s po int, with th e Eorthern Democra ts playing t he 

l eading part in voting down these r equ ests. 

Meanwhil e , Co ngress ha d be en l eft to sort out th e r.1Uddle and c ome 

to a decision, but they could f1n c1 no r ea l g uide in the ConstHution 

on how to p r oceed. An El ectoral c omm i ss ion was institut ed to examine 

th e problem wh ile congress me t in j o int s ession to c ount the ba llots, 

r e f err i ng di spute d ones to the commi ss ion. The returns in the thr ee 

disputed s t a t es were awarde d to the Republ i cans but thi s wa s me t by 

the three t of e Democ:ri1t filibust e1' the t would extend the s es s ion 

beyond the ina ug urn t:lon da t e . '1'he political ma chinery wa s noV! r eady 

to 8cc omodate a comprom i se a long the lines :i.nd i ca t ed by the behind-

the -·se CllElS diseusE.l ons. 

under th e c ompromlse of 1877, the Joint Session declared payes 

President wi th agreements on three levels. The Repub l icans ga ine d 

the chanc e of B much more effect i ve party in t he south, southern 

bus in ess i nterests were promise d c[,\p i t a l for inter11El.l i mprov ements , 

and wh it e southern ers were assure d of the re storEl tion of full home 

r ul e with the r emo va l of Federa l troops . Thus , for the i T'u!lediate 

period a t lec!st, the East "South un ion had prevai l ed. 

This POf uli st agrar i a n party from the ':· 'es t was B ri s i ng force 

however , nnd shortly after Hayes ' inHgurat ion the compromise started 

to brenk down . Vl oodward COTlU'lsnts IlThe l!hig8 ish a llia nce be t ween the 

Republi cans and southern conserva tives mi ght have surv i ved these 

brea ches of t he COr.1promi se hEld it not becn fo r a sudden V18ve of 



a grada n radicalism in 1878 the, t swept the south out of control of 

conservative l eaders and into t empora ry alliance with the west ." 16 

Thi8 Third Party threa t in the south was a s ariou s one and: 

Southern populi s ts challeng e d the WlVl-south romanticism h ead 
on. The f ermers mlngled politics f rankly "d.th questions of l a nd 
ma rkets) wages , money, t axes , r 011ro8.cls . They spoke ope nly 
of co nflicts, of both section lind ClElSS , and ridj.lculed the 
clich~s of Reconciliation and white Solida rity. The bolder 
am.ong them chEl ll enged the cult of r ac I sm VIi th doctrine of 
common action among f a r mers a nd workers of both r aces . 
The very exlstence of the thi r d party was , of course ) a 
cha ll eng e to the one- pa rty sy stem a s well as to whit e sol id a rity. 1-( 

The ir platform was ba se d on l'efoI'f.led mon ey policy where credH 

would be t ake n out of p :1' i vate handi, and would be made more read ily 

available. Sj.milurly they c alled for a r ec l a imJ.ng by government of 

large tra ct s of l end hel d b/ corpora tion s , &s well as g overnment 

ownel'Bh ip of communic a tion ~lYBt eTflS sueh a s railroads and telegraphs. 

'l'hei1' I)olitical s t1'ateE:Y VIas three prong ed , be ing ubased on , 
comb1nn tlons end a llia Il c8n along r eglonal, cl ass ) and r '-'.c).81 lines--

fir s t Bn al.linnce betwee n south and we st; s e cond, a combina tion of 

farmers e nd city a nd f a ctory l a bo rers ; und third, a political union 

18 . 
with Negro farm ers Hnd l a borers within the south. n 11 partlc\lle I' 

difficulty in thi s thir d aim was the 10)1[; stand ing anta goni sm 

be t ween uplund whites nnd N~g1'oes , ye t it was in jus t the s e r eg ions 

tha t the party would otherwi se have Elxe rt e d it s strongest appeal. 

In the next e l e ctions ; in 1992, the populists showed surprising 

strength in popul e r votes a lthoug h it actua lly succeede d in winning 

only 8 few office s agains t th e u s ua l w.ct:ics of the Democrats, and) 

lilt was pretty clea r by 1892 , ho 'r.'ever , tha t th e controlling forces in 

America ~lOuld be no more reconr::lled to n popul al' · south tha n th ey had 

been to a planter-confederate south or B c arpetbagge r - fr e edma n south.n 19 
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l lgain then, the call for white unity h E; d preve. i1ed in southern 

politics, but LBwinson points out tha t this solidarity was a novelty 

in the south, unique to the post-bellwn period. UP to the fifties 

politics had reflected divisions among the white populations along 

regiona l interes t lines, with the slave-employing plr-;ntation owners 

of tidewater and river bottom IIblack lands1! opposed by the small 

farmers of ; th e high lands, the city businessmen and the remaining 

frontlersmen. This reflected some very real differences. 'l'he 

plantations were cash crop oporations using large tracts of land 

vTHstefully, but to huge profits, pushing out the Slnull farner. 

The plantation owners n12de up the upper class of the south and these 

were much more like the leisure classes of Europe than anything in 

the~ ·:North. Gentlemen did not work j sla ves d iel, and thi s part ic ular 

economy discouraged industry and commerc e on any large scale. The 

population W i S scnt.t e x'c d a.round the eountrYfdde leaving only small 

populetions in the towns. 

NoVT the slavery system gave the whites of the south a common 

bond that worked in t wo ways, Lewin[Jon. exple.ins. First it gave them 

tho sense of white supremacy over th e coloured population, end n180 

gave both groups of whites en economic interest in preserving the 

status quo. The ovmers, the 1,'1higs on the political spectrum, had 8 

large investment tied up in their slnves I whHe the other wh i tes, 

the Dellloc rats I feared the compe t it ion thBt black fr eedmen would 

bring to bear. Any doubts nbout the Itloral and economic advisa bHity 

of slavery the. t were entertained in the south were submerged as it 

became defensive and det e )~lined in the face of the northern abolitionist 

chant. Tocqueville saw the matter in filllCh the same way, not in; 

that nlthough it VTas quite like ly thCl t the planta tion s cOlild h ave 
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been even more profitable lmder a wage sys t em, and certa i nly a 

northern sty l e cO limel'cial a ctivity 'doul d ha ve been s timula t ed , the 

whites we r e afra id to c hanGeover from slavery for fe ar of the 

cOllsec:..uences . 

During the Presidential rec onstruction the state government s se t 

up by John~on t ended to be con servn tive, with only scattere d opposition 

from a f ew lowe r class whites , Union Democrats , a nd pure l y personally 

erubi tious peopl e , and these He re una ble to organj.ze into a unit ed 

oppo s ition. 

\'lith the i naug uration of the r a dica l r econst ruction und e r 

Cons ress, the s outh drew closely tog ether again , as it ha d during 

the s e ccess ion and wai days , only th is time it was unity to oppose 

a t akeove r by the ]:;egro fr eedmen ; This unity was strongest in the 

deep south stat e s with l a r g e l~egro popUlations wh e r eas in border 

states , partieularly Vi rginia, there was more e·vid ence of s}:lits EI. JHOng 

. the wh i tes. 

This was changed by th e r e tu rn to home rul e thEot came a bout in 

each of the southern s t ates be t ween 196~ and 1 977; we saw hOK this 

i'las done in the Uissi ssi rp i Revolut ion in 1 375 , and th e new order 

,iaS comp l e t ed cmd drcri:at ized by the l E:S 77 el ection comp r omi se . It 

vms VIi th it s ne ',lly r e turned au.tonor:l.Y safely secured the. t each s outhern 

sta te, led by f.I i ssisslppi , began the raovement to cu r b the po litica l 

voice of the lJeg ro. 

V!oodvmrd points out th£tt thi s period; the so- ca lled redemption 

of t he southe::'n states , VlBS more the creution of Cl neH order t he n the 

r estora tion of an old one, It was carried out by a combj.l1a tion of 

bUs i ne t)s c c-. rpetbaggers , sca l a1"ia£s, and the old~ - ~ ) ln nta tion ar i stocracy , 

8 nd he plays dOVin the pa r t played by the northe rn r a d ica l s in thi s : 



It'or it was not the na dicals nor th e confederates but the 
Hedeemers who l a id the la s ting foundations in ma tt ers of 
race, politics, oconol'lics and lew for the modern south. 20 

The RedeemeNI noVl had a much more difficult task in preserving 

the IIs01id southil thun ha d been the ca se in the earlier crises end 

their only recourse in tryine; to hold together thi s unnn tural kind of 

uni ty vms to appeal to the past iSHues , race supremacy and horne rul e , 

for any other issues viera most like ly to split the vlhite vote along 

its ante-bellum lines. In order to maintain the strict one pa rty 

system the organJ!za tion and control of the Democrat s wns centered 

under the grip of a group knovm as the I!ring" or the "courthouse 

clique u ) who formulated the j.ssues , nomina t e d candidates , drew up 

pla tforIns and so on. With del:10 Cr&tic principles at a low point the 

scene wu s set f(l)~ a reac tion aga ins t the galns in politj.ca l rle;hts 

made by the Negroes under -qadlcal R8collfitructton, for, "Nevel' in our 

histo ry was there l:l more r a dical opplication of the democra tic 

dO gL18 tha n tha t which suddcnly enfranehi sed the liberat ed Negro slave. 

Onc e l'eaction set in, it could ha rdly be expected to be mild. It 21 

Another dimens ion of th e r eec tlon vms in governrn.ental activity. 

Retre nchrrw nt wa s the ordor of the day as one cutback after another 

was instituted in the drawback from the excess of the ca rpet bag 

lngislntures . Under the he avy lni.ssez-ff.t ire atmosphere, sociEl 

welfare had to tat e a back seat and particularly hard hH were the 

school s . 

Now th e att ompt s of the Democra tic Party to preserve the 

southe r n unity of the wartime and early r e cons truc-:;ion by appealing to 

tho old fears as pe rsistent threats were not entirely successful. 

"The clflssi- c lines of cleavage in southern .soc i ety were not erased 
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magicnlly by Reconstruction. No love was lost be'l;we en the B-lack-

belt gentry find hillbilly commoners - - ti1Gli or. row . n22 FOr one thing, 

in slavery days the whit e counttes had tried to ha ve slaves taxed 

as property llnd prevent the Black Belt from counting its Neg ro 

population for representation in the state leg islatures. R8construction 

under Congress had upset this and allowed tho Negroes to count, 

shifting the balance of pO'NeI' to the lowland areas and according to 

Hoodw8 I'd , liThe white minority tn the blflck count ie s, heirs to the car­

petb8g system, often dofended the na dico.l constitutions. II 23 

The apportionm.e nt ineQuality can be se en in the case of },riss '­

issippi, where 4)1' ,5)0 elig ible VlhHe yoters in the black counties 

sent 68 representatives to the lower house of the legislature while 

71,000 in the white counties sent only 52. 

In opposition to the Democratic one party rUle, Indepe nd ent 

moveme nts broke out in nearly all fJouthel'n st a tes almost a s soon as 

they were rede emed. The mo s t freCluent grieva nc.e of these movements 

were the cry of machine politics, the corruption :tn elections, and 

also the fact that lifter r ede emption the bla ck be lt rulers were in 

control over Quite submis s ive Negro voters so that they had In effect 

almost traded in the thre e-f:i.fths vote far :r eg roe s for a five fifths 

vote. 

A leading economic issue in local southern politics Via s southern 

states debts and the "readjustment. II 'l'hese were bond issue s floa t ed 

by Republica n s tate goverrunents during th e r a dic a l r e cons truction which 

placed severe stre s se s on sta te fiana nc e s already overburdened and 

starving for capita l. This wa s a pa rticularly volritile is sue in 

Virg inia vlher e sta t e elections wer e cont est ed by th e II :punde rn ps.rty 

which insisted on hono uring bond debts even if it meant scrapping all 



other state expenditures, aga in s t the I1Readjusterslf who advocated 

repudiating a portion of the debt in ordor to get on with state 

devclopr.1.8 n t prograTns . 
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The Independent parties tha t tried to focus attention on these 

other lssues were attacked by the Democratic machine on charges of 

allying themselves with the Republican s nnd Vlorking to cripple white 

solidarity against the Negro. 

In th e south that was 8lrlerging during the Rede emption, the Negro, 

although his economi.c stRtlls was uncertain, fOWld tha t hi s int erests 

lay closest to thB black: belt plantation owners whose land they farmed. 

The owners need ed wen to work th e land and most of the t~ne held a 

preference for the Fegj'O over his whit e count erpRrt. In the to\\illS Hnd 

development are8 s , however, they qui.ckly came i nto competHion \'lith 

th e labouring white elements and it wa s thes e l Atter group s tha t were 

the most insistent about l eg tsle tion to co ntrol the Negro. 1'here was 

therefore a tendenc;y for the politically &Vlare Fegroes to al.1.y them­

Sfllves with the most conserva tive and politically reactiona ry class of 

whites nga inst the white demo cra cy of the uplands. 

In this paradoxical 8i tua tiol1, the desire for two perty polHics 

and the trend towards the disfranchisement of the yegr'Oes 'we re products 

of the same ci rcumst ances , and 11 The be rriers of racial discrimination 

mounted in direct ratio with the tide of polHical democra cy among 

whi te8. II 21t 

In Mi ssh;sippi the polit ical pOVler of the lJegro ha d been broken in 

1875, and fro!.'l tha t time on the Negro vote vms regarded as a nuisnnce 

f(tctor that WEl S recruit ed by every minority or independe nt group th at 

tried to form a political base . 'T'his mRde election fraud Hnd viol ence 

necessary for the Democrat ic T!l<:',chine 6 nd many federal lawsuit s were 



laid in elections in 1378, 80, and on'11Hrd to 1890. In the face of this 

the necessity foJ:' a more tidy vmy of keeping the 1\egro out of politics 

became apparent, and, "BY 1890, I, ,~ i8sis .s ippi' s Democrat ic cong ressmen 

were ready to give enthuDiastic support to any scheme tha t would put a 

2-
legal face on the el iminat ion of the 1Jegro vote." ? 

one (;ompromtse scherie was the fusion principle. Here the number 

of Negro members of the state legislature Bnd officials in the state 

and local governments was determined bJf Villi te and }:;egro leaders. This 

method vms used in six or ei~ht counties with a high proportion of 

negro resiclents and was a reasonable plan under tho circumstances, 

givint; at least token representation to the negroes while retaining the 

higher offices foJ' the whttes. This plnn had the v/enkness of any 

comprol:tis8; i t was a halfway measure and this WHSn!t enough to sati sfy 

many wh:l.tes and it annoyed the minor white polHicians who counted on 

getting lasss r politica J, appointments in th e state. Also, there were 

difficulties in getting e concensus between the two Sides, and other 

trouble s . 

AS well 8S the local forces pUGhing for a change in the conoti tution. 

of Mississippi ; the election. reformers, hill counti es racists, , and so on, 

there were also circuffistancefl on tho }i'oderal scene that smoothed the way 

fo)' the calling of n disfrbnch iseing convent ion i.n the state. v.rharton 

YJri t es: 

BU t there can be little doubt that the most powerful factor in the 
desire for n l egal elimination of the Negro voter was the change 
that ha d occured in ;'!ashington. In H~89 , for the first t he since 
18-r5, the }?epublica no ga ine d effective control of all the depart­
mentn of tbe national gove rnment. I]'he immed i ate conviction devel­
op e d tho t th e }.;opublic a ns vfOuld u s e the 01'pol'tuni ty to extend 
Federal contro l of elections and to r e store t he r,regro vote, and 
the introduction of the J.,odE;e :force Bill gave SUbstance to the 
conviction. 26 



The .Democratic state convention thEl t met in Jackson on ,July 16, 

1BB9 in pr8pa ration for tha t y ears elections adopted as part of their 

platform t he r esolution t ha t: 

We r e comme nd tha t th e qu est ion of a conv ent ien be ma de all 

issue be fore the peopl e in th e c om ing ele ction, so thn t they 
may be enligh t ened by the discussion, and that th e leg islature 
elected govern itself accordin[.;ly. 27 

The issue wn s de ba t e d at l eI161h: dur ing the campa i gn a nd: "~lhe 
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outcome of the l~overnb e l' election may b e interpro ted 8.S a triumph for 

the advocat e s of suffrElge reform.!! 23 III Februa ry, 1(590 the new l eg is-

1attu'o autho )'l.zed the ca lling of a con stitutional conventl.on l.II Jac kso n 

on Augu s t 12 of the t year. 
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THE CONSTlTUTIOVAL CONVEliT ION OF' 1890 

One hundre d a nd thi r ty-four de l ega t e s ass embled in Jackson on 

August 12 to r ewrite the Hiss issippi Constitution. Repre sent a tion 

was on t hr e e l evels, deleggt e s elect ed to r epresent t.h e state at Larg e, 

flfloat e r!l delegate s r epr esenting two or thre e countj.e s , and County 

delee;a t es s e nt from individua l cou nties. Oppo s ition to the Democrat s 

was neglig ible, one Repuulic an, one !lna tiona l EepublJ.ca nl1, a conse rva t -

ive, and a Greenba cker (indep endent f8.rty). The only Fegro was LT. 

1,!ontgomery of ;:3011var COWTt 'y. seve nt y - four, Or 55~ of t 1. e delega tes 

were fr om the so-·ca lh!d bla ck counti e s j the co unties wh e r e ~, : egro e s 

made up a maj or ity of the population , while the othe r 6J (45:~ ) we r e 

from c ountie s with a predoM i na t e ly whit e p cpula tion. s ixty-six of 

the de l ega t e s, or 49~ , we r e born in sta t es and countri es othe r tha n 

Mir,s j.ssippi, a nd 2171, \I187'e u nder the ege of 40. Ta b 1. e 1 beloVi 

descri be s th e bre ak -dovm of the de l egate ,; by c cunty reg i.ona li ty a nd 

occupa tion. 

TABLE 1 

OCCUPl;TIOlJAI . CC1\jfO S I TI ON OJ<' DELE:J.A'i'.ES j BLASK M l) m UTE COUNT I ES 

rlc~::~ T -- :~~~:) .... I - Pl::;::~~~ ...... · 4~:,:) rT;:~-11 
__ Whi~,~ _ .. _ .. j __ .. _ . __ 29~~.~L _.J _____ .. " )~?~~) . _____ .-1 28 (4 ~,~~ ) ;, ~ ~ __ J 

The Urba n occupa tio ns , by f a r th e l a r gest c a t eg ory in both ble ck 

and whit e c ou ntte s , includes doctor s , cle r k s , merchE1nt s , a nd so on. 

They we r e 1wnpe d in tog eth e l' to s e e i f tilly kind o f a n urba n i nt e r es t 



group can be detect ed , o r whet her on th e other ha nd, it i s the differences 

be tvleen Vlhi to Elnd black count i es as a \,lhole tlw t will eme r ge a s the 

most importan t. One di ff iculty in n11 u r bRn-rurRl di s tinct ion 1s tha t 

many of th e succe s sful plantation owne rs would move into ne i s hbouring 

towns and conduc t th e ir bu s ine ss affa ir s the r e . Similarly a success ful 

town lm·;yer wo uld c ommonly purchase l a nd out side to"lTll , a nd as a r esult 

many delegates li s t more tha n one profess10n Or occupa tion in the Journa l 

of t he Convention. 

The fi rs t. order of bU f; ines E; \'m s the elec t ion of a cha irman for th e 

Convention, and Judge S.S , calhoun o f Hinds county in the ~lack belt 

was cho sen for this off ice . In hi A acc eptar~ e s pe ech he outline d hi s 

po s Hion on th e cl'ucia l ma tt e r s at ha nd. He fjrst told the de l ega t e s 

of t he ser iour;ness of the qu est j.ons before thE~nl and then s e t out the 

probl em . Two different races live to.sethe r in Hi s sissipp i and this . f a ct 

cannot Le cha llf;8c1. ; t hE; Les t must Le nwde of it. He says tha t never in 

history h 8S i t bee n poss 1.ble f or d ifferent 1'8 CBB to 1 i ve t ogethEl r 

homoeenou sly ; there has only been het erogeneo~sness although he feels tha t 

there is a rea l a f fe ction be t we en the t wo 1'a C8S . In political matt e rs 

though, thi s breeles dovm be ca use of Borne fundnme ntal des ire of eElch for 

superiority: 

I t does not arise from any di slike e8 ch for th e oth er, not from 
leck of confj. dence ea ch i n the othe r . It a r ise s , gent l emen of 
thi s c onvention , in t ha t pr i n ciplE) of hUlilFt n nature , in thEt t which 
ha s it s r oot doep in hUIl18 n na ture -'- tha t when any of th e fivl1 
distinct r a ce s enc ounter each other in th e matter of government, 
tha t from the in stinct i mp l an t ed in it s na ture, . it desires to be 
in the ascendancy . 1 

'rh e i ssue i s cl ear to c a l houn: 

Thi s ballot syst em must be arranged as t o effect one obj e ct, permit 
me to say- fo r Vi e find th e t wo r a c es now toge t her , the r ule of one 
of wh ich has aJ.wa ys meant pro~per it y and hftpp i nes s , and prosperity 
and happ iness to al l r E, C8S. 



Calhoun c ont inues tha t disfranchisement must be done c a r e fully and 

not in an unjuGt or 91'pressive way. HOW apart from this centra l question 

h e mentions other matters th at r.1U8t be looked i n to. The l eg isla tive 

power must be better controll ed h e thinks , a~; well as specific economic 

improvements (Mi ss i ss ippi Ri ver flood control for instance ) and , " • • • 

they well appear necessary to the state and exceeding ly bene ficial and 

conducive to our prosperity.If 3 

It is apparent, I th ink, that c a lhoun d eve lop s in t his speech a 

strong expression of th e conserva tlve white aristocra ci es position; 

8 friendly, paternal i st ic uttitude and sense of fair plaJ' as long 8S 

the Negro remained in a subordina t e position. 'tn another sense, thi s 

spe ech brouf.jht. out one of the great paradoxes of r a ce r elations ; tha t 

fri endsh ip a nd even 10ve i s fr eoly g i ven bet"Jeen individuals of different 

races , but this breaks down on the impersona l l eve l and out come the 

id eolog ies and doctr ines of fund amental inequa l ity, lI sa t r ue , so general, 

such a h5.storical fAct tha t it may be sa id to be a l ovI of GO dll ~ to u se 

Ca lhoun' s words. 

on Augu st l~, Pres ident c alhoun announced t he apl~ 1ntment of the 

stonding committee a ll Elective Ji':ranchise I APportiomnent and ~lect ions , 

the r10 ,~ t impOl'tflnt fo r our purposes , of the many committees c:tlOsen to 

prepare repor't s on th e di fferent i ssues befo re the convent10r:. . 

The bla ck counties hed a slicht ma.jor ity on thif: c01mnittee ; 2·) 

of tho 35 members or 57~ t end the break-dov;n by occupation wes 13 farmers, 

(37 ~~), ~ planters ( ll~), and 18 ( 52%) from the urbon. occupations. 

The committ ee , under che i rmBn R.C. pat ty of lloJ(uoee county (bla ck 

be l t) I was f a c ed with difficult pro bl ems. ne l egC'.tes from th e black 

be lt, on the who l e , wanted to e liminE, te th e vot e of i gnorant E. nd u n-

qualified voters of either r8ce wh ile the wh i tes of th e white counties 



many of them IIpoor whitesu and illiterate, we re t aking aim specifically 

at the Negroes. With the apportionment inequities, the Vlhi tes of the 

black belt ha d pretty much had the ir own way in sta te politics and they 

were reluctant to give up their r ep r esentative majority through changing 

the apportionment by g iving control to the white counties, thereby 

cutting ba ck the Negro electoral majority. yet the other ans'iler, a. 

general qualification r equirmnen t for voters, wa s obj ec tionable to the 

white counties both because it would cut into the ranks of the ir voters, 

end beca u se it Vlould do little to r estore the iflba l ance in epportionment. 

Cha irma n patty d e livered the committee's report on september 2 nd. 

This, together with sUppl eI:lental reports on franchise and apportionr:lsnt, 

were hotly deba ted by the convention, s:i.ttfng in committee of the whole, 

for t welve da ys before the adoption of the article together with amend­

ements on saturday, september 20th. 

The report required tl1b t all elections bo by ballot. only !fl81es 

who were not II idtots J . 1.ns8ne persons and rndiEl.rrs not tax ed ll coulct V"ote, 

and t wo years cttizenship tn the s tate, tv!cnty-one years of age or more, 

citize nship in the united states, and one years re s idence in the el ectoral 

district was ne ce ssary for qualifica tion. Also, arry persons convicted 

of "bribery , burglary, theft, arson. obta ining money or goods und er felse 

pretenses , perjury, forgery , embezzlement, or bigarnYl~were ine ligable 

for the vot e. The vot e r hed to hRve patd on or be fore the fir s t day of 

Februe.ry all his ta :y.es and be able to prove t hat h e h ad done this. section 

Three of the artic l e contained a loya lty oa th to the s t ate of Mississippi, 

end section Eonr outltned the poll t a x. Tl1is was to be two dollars and 

could be r a is od to three by any courlty for th e purpose of r a ising funds 

for the schools. TIle fifth sect ion vms th e "under s t a nd ing cla u se . 11: 



Ev e r y qua l Hied elector s ha ll be able to r ead any s ect i on of 
the Con f:t Hut iOll of this stHt e j or sha ll be abl e to und e r s t a nd 
the same wgen r ea d to him; or g i ve a r easo na bl e interpre t a tio n 
the r eof . 

This a rticle conforme d to the r equirements of t he 15th Nlle ndeme nt 

but a t the same time con t eJ. ned s ever a l tra p s for th e would- be l~egro 

voter. Negroe s stoo d littl e cha nce in e s capillg cha r g es in a court of 

law, the y were l e s s llke l y to have pa id the ir t axes tha n whit es , they 

were even l ess likely to r emember t o ke ep r e ce i p ts fo r t axe s pa id, and 

as a vlhole they wo uld be l ess keen on paying the t wo dolla r poll t a x. 

The bigg es t barr i er vra s th e underst a nding cla us e a s it p r ovlded wha t 

could be a stiff litera cy t est, ye t provided an e s cape , the g r anting 

of which 'Was l e ft s ol ely to the discre tion of \"hi t e e l e ct ion offic ers . 

Mabr'Y COl;)J;tellt s , "In sho r t, the convent ion evolv ed a consti t ut ion which 

di s crir:lina t ed not aga i nst th e Negro but aga ins t hi s cha racter i s tics 

and liIil H a t1ons ." 7 

The section on bppor tio nment was equ a lly bitt erly cont es t e d and 

provided tha t tho numbe r of repre sent ntives in the 10v·Ter house of the 

leg i s l a ture be increased by thi r t ee n, \'11th e ll th e additiona l s eats goi ng 

to the whit e c o unt t es . 

An " El ection Ordhla nce tf r e qui r ed th e so-ca lled It Aus t ralian Ba llot!! 

\,lh e re ea ch ('. 8nd i da t e ha d a different ba llot box at the p ollirLb s t a tio n 

and the v ot er had to ei the r memorize the orde r of the s e boxes or else 

be able to r ead th e names on them . Tbis , t hen , wa s a ki nd of di sgui se d 

lit eracy t est, but one t he t c oul d be man i p ulat ed at t he di SCr e tion of the 

el e ctoral off ice r s . 

Tl. e convention nex t took up the 1'e.rort o f the committ ee of th e 1.'rho1e 

on the franch i sG , and section one V[8 S a do pt ed without amendep.18nt. LB. 

Chr i sma n pr opo sed an a dditiona l qu e. li f i cation for th e f ranch i se ; 



.. Provid ed, they or the ir wives own in fee simp l e a homes t ead, or 

one or th e othe r of them i s possessed of p r operty, r eal, or per sonal, 

of the value of t wo hund r ed e nd fi fty dolla r s li s t ed for t a x2tion, a nd 

not fi t th e time he offe r s to v ote ; di1i nquent for t ax e s there on; or sa id 

el eetor s ha ll be abl e to r ead a nd write the English lang uage intell ig ibly, 

and- II 3 

Chrisman introd uc ed t his emendement in one of the i mpor t a nt speeches 

of the conv ention . Fj.rst of all, h e emphas i zed tha t alt hough he didn!t 

wa nt to di s crimina t e a ga in s t the Neg r o , his eme nd ernent would preserv e 

the white supremacy beca u se of the na ture of th e . t wo r a c e s: 

I n my or inion nea rly f i ll the wh it e pe opl e in th e st a t e would 
be able to vot e under the rule this a me ndement makes . A g r eat 
many coloured peopl e would a l so vo te , but it is no pa rt of my 
plcm to In.ake a rule for the blnck s t ha t do es not e qua lly app ly 
to the whit e s , and und e r the ope r a tion of thi s substitut f~ for 
th e c omm l tt ees r e c ommendat i on whit e s upr ema cy will be secure d 
to the ste t e for many yea r s . 9 

He goes on to describe the need t o e n s ure n whit e ba l a nc e of 

power: 

Not unt 11 the p eopl e wer e me.de to believe tha t th ey dood in 
the sh adovl of a E; r ea t fle nRe e wo uld t hey consent to th e ca lL •• 
wh8 t vm s the she dow tha t hung ove r us -- t ha t darkened our fu tUre 
and alarmed our people ? 10 

To Chri s ma n , the r ea l thr ea t Vie s the e ffec t s of the whit e Demo crat s ! 

ba ttle a ga ins t the l reGr o; t he e l e c tion corruption: 

S i r , it 1.S no s e c r e t th[lt there h 8. s not been a full vo t e a nd a 
f a ir count in II i ss i sdpp i s i nce 1875 - - 1:b&hi8 ha ve bee n pr e s e r ving 
the a scende ncy of the whit e pe opl e by r evolutiona ry me thods . In 
pla in words , vie h ,<Jv e be en s tuff ing ba l J.o t - boxes , c ommit ting pe r jury 
a nd h e r e Bl~ t h e re in the s t ate , c a r ry i ng the e l e ct io ns by fra ud 
and vi ol enc e u nt il the v/ll ol e mB. c h ine~y f o r e l ec t\ons Wa s about to 
rot dOVin . The publ i c consc i enc e r evol ted • •• " 1 

The solut i on, -- a ccord i ng to Chl'i sillEln , i s an ed ucat e d e l e ctora t e , a nd 

a co ntinua t i on o f the prese nt mot hod s o f e l ec tion ca n only l ea d to th e 

decline o f ~epublic8 n gov errunent: 
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Me n of obse rvation and mon who r ead books know tha t a republican 
government rests mainly on the virtue and intelligence of the people, 
and the baUot - - a pze end untramme l ed ba llot is its main r eliance. 
f..born of tills illstrumentalitJr it vlill surely beg in to die. It 
requtres no Soloman to see tha t the ballot-box r~uf'fer ca nnot tllV'ISYS 
be relied on to elect the best man to office. 

ChrismHn next examines the measures proposed by the Franchise 

Committe e: 

NoW Sir, whet has this CODL'nittee offered us HS 8 remedy? A two 
dollar poll tax I - - t he hlstl.'hl ian BUllot and an apportionment. 13 

He attacks particularly the "understand ing clfJ usell: 

And right here I stop to say that the proposition tha t in 1398 a 
man shall be able to rea d th e constitution or be able to understand 
any clause of it when read to him, stamps the whole scheme of the 
committe e \'lith disfavor. It don't look honest) straiEhtfoTwa rd 
and manly. It looks like a farc e to make a r eg i s tration officer 
decide whether a voter rightly tnterpret s 8 clause of the Constitution. 
If the r eg :i.strar dec ides that the voter rightly interp r e ts the clause , 
he i s a qUEll~fiGd vote r . If he does not und er[' tand it he cmmot 
regist er. 1,+ 

This rule is easily abused, and he g ive s an example: 

I t looks 8. S if' it WE-S intended that if the r eg j s trar vrcnted the 
ma n to vote he vlou .. ld read hL.l some such clai.;,s e as: ' slavery except 
as n punishment shall be forever prohibit ed. TjO you uno. er~; tF.\nd 

the t? 1 '011 yes'. BUt if he did not want him to va te he would 
read him the inte rsta t e clause or the s ection forbiddinG the 
Legislature to pass ex post facto laws and demand a construction. 

Chri sman considers th e poll tr,x and Austra lian p,allot: 

I n the first place we Bre to look at the f 6c t tha t we ha ve 78,800 
more colored voters than '''Ihites. I honestly believe tha t at home 
and abroa d the colored man v/111 be appea l ed to pa y his poll tax e s 
a reli8ious duty and as a measure of s a fety for some great emerg ency. 
• • • Blt ifwe !9Ef.i n to lileet and rome dy vlh a t I regard as the mischief­
the temptntion to vi ol ence and fraud by securin,:?; the right of the 
citizen to vote, the n th e co~nittee s plan i s a d e lusion Bnd a snare . 
A man of ordinary capoc1.ty C Ull soon lcern th8 difference in the 
appeara nc e Oll the ticke t of the names of Huldro\'l find chriana n, and 
so without educntion end without property the i g norant, irre sponsibl e 
va ~El bond voter will cont rol the destiny and s hape the public po l icy 
of the s t a t e . 16 

He is no l ess ha ppy with th e apportionment scheme : 

Th e apportionment s t a nds on no recognized grounds of pol it ie a l 
principle fol' th e distribution of powsr. It is predtca t e d upon the 
theory tha t th e wll i te people in these vrhi tc count i es vlill always 



ally themselves on r a cial lines , tha t th ey will n eve r divide among 
theJJ1se l ve s o r , if they do, ne ither will app ea l to th e colo red voters 
for support . Sir, the se are the very counties th£l t will divide 
among th emse lves. VIe are a bout to invest the se count ies wi th 
power be cause they are not willing to agree on a prope rty qualif­
ication. 17 

He al so points out tha t the black counti es paid mo s t of the states! 

taxes: 

Sir, the t endency of J;olitica l thoug ht is to agrar i a nism, end 
corununi sm , and the r e is a perfect r age at the idea of r ecog nizing 
property as a quaHfication for voting . yet it 1. S property tha t 
supports the paupers, builds the bridges , and court·-houses and 
jails of the counties •• • 11 18 

Attacking the i gnore nt vot ers, he continues: 

••• 'tut tho l'ecognit ion of its right to protoction 1s regarded as 
an outrage ; and to avoid the di. sfrallchisement of a J.ot of ignorCIJHus es 
and to pander to the prejudices of tho se who h av e no pr'operty we 
ca nnot have a property quali.ficat1.on • • · 19 

The property qualificat i on has ample precedent: 

More than half th e colonies that forme d the constitut ion of the 
20 United stutes had a property or educational qualifi.cation, or b6th. 

Chrisman mnintains tha t hi s proposal is not as unpopUlar among the 

white counties as is L1ade out: 

Mr. President, I do not be lieve the:-e i s tha t ant il)athYU!llong 
the people to a property and educational qua lification which it 
is ansel'ted eiCists. : '01' do I be lieve tha t men who are di sfranch i se d 
will complain if it saves our civilizn tion from barba rism. 21 

He ends with all accusation £Ibout the white county delega t es : 

r.t is not th e man who cannot read and write who is objectins, 
but in some cases at l east, it is the man Vlho wants to wri to his 

22 vot e . 

'l'he Jackson clarion-Le,eger reported tha t this speech was warmly 

r ece i.ved by the d el egn t efJ , and it Has a clear cha llenge to the r eport 

of the }:<"'ranchise Committee Bnd apparently r epresent ed the feeling s of 

many of the de legates , flt l eas t at this steGe in the conv ention. 

Of the many speakers from th e white co untie s who rose to cha llenge 
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property and 1i tera cy qualifica t ions, perhaps the most i mpressive and 

clearly stated c ase vms that of VT .A. BOyd. 1-1:8 sta rt~: by agreeing that 

the elections must be cle8ned up: 

but not as the gentlema n Vl ould he v e us do, by me kins invidious 
distinc t .ions between non of our ovrn race- men with commo n sympathies , 
COIlJI1on int erests, and common aspirations. VThite lilen 'na tur.e and to 
the mallor born l , who in the lone line of tho ir lineage , have bee n 
ever true to all tha t the Aniericon h eart holds dea r, and ha ve left 
upon .Americ~n grea tness the uniff£\c e!.'1lble i mpres s of the ir faith­
fullness. ' 3 

Boyd a !.~peal s to the De clara tion of rndependence: 

M 1:'. President: 'l.'here are here involved grand and I una liena ble 
rights! the . e ndowments of the creator th at ca n ne ither die nor 
be destroyed, life, liberty and the pursuit of happJness .I ' 24-

He continue s: 

Ber e I a s k what is liberty" Is he a fre e-man whose right to vote 
is denied'? Has he an equa l chance in th e pursuit of happines s ? ' 25 

P.oyd next att acks chri slnan, saying that he is measur ing th e qua lHy 

of a ma n by hi s wea lth •. - and he re j ects chrisman l s idea tha t t he wh i tes 

won It ob j ec t to disfra nchi sem.e nt. 

our p eople are partiotic, but that kind o f patrioti sm tha t would 
suffer b ehend ing for the s e k e of enfranchising we~;tth is rare ly 
to be found among articule.tely spenkint: people. .0 

He asks th e delegnte s : 

Would you bega t jee louGies , animo s itj. es , irrop il'a bl e divisio ns , 
then pass Judge Chrismanls amendement, or a ny other ma nls 
propos ition measuring suffrag e by the wealth of a creD or the 
number of dolle rs . our people are no t y et r eady to Dubscribe 
to the doctrine tha t mo ney makes the mUll. 27 

It is not the bu s iners of the convent ion to ev en c ons ide r the dis-

frnl1chisment of white mell: 

Mr . • President, I hold t hEl t there i s no powe r in t h i s convention 
of di sfl~nchise because of poverty or illiteracy. ~o th e white 
me n of thi s country the right to vot e i s an inher itanc e , a l ega cy 
handed c10vm in l egal suc cess lon throu.;h all th e ngesgof Ame rica n 
government. Wha t ri~ht have you to take it aWay? 2 

He t akes up ch r i sr:lun ' s charf;e of VIll i te ' county d el o~;ntes advanc ing 



their own politica l ambit ions in the convont ion: 

The honourable gentlema n i s correct in saying this is no place 
for demogog ue s to disport themselves , but vlh e n h e eocs fUrth er e.nd 
charges tha t some one h ere ,to protec t white i g nornrnuses ' whe ther 
int ent iona lly or not, h e is g uilty of an unnarranted r e flection on 
white const ituencies of de lega t es on this floor who oppose an 
educationa l t es t. 29 

He continue s in nn emotional tone: 

shall I say to the rn811 whose proper ty denies him the luxury of 
royal purple ond fine linen , vlho in thankfulness to Goel eats his 
frugal mea l, and r es ts his wea ry limbs beneet h the clapboe rd ed 
roof of a 'log -cabin ' that he is the infer ior of his more fortunat e 
neig hbour , . who ha ppons to be vlorth tvlO hundred and fifty dollars? 
For one , I answer no , a thous a nd times nol 3J 

Boyd finishes up by raisln£; some practical problems with the 

Chrisman scheme, pointing out th e difficulty in drawing the line on 

property qualificat ions, uud he also contend s th a t such a scheme will 

drive out the young men from the state, who cnnnot meet the franchise 

re~uiremellt s. TO 3Oyd) liThe scher:le is wild, visiolwry, aristocra tic 

and promises notld.ng but harm to the s tate. " 31 

These two speeches i.llustrate better than anything else, the se ctional 

divisions be t ween de legates fro!:l the black and vihit e counti es and I 

have r eproduc ed the spee ches almont j.n full to shon the full extent of 

this. 

When the chri sr.1an amendeme nt was put to the vote it mJ.8 defeated 

76 to 26. Table 2 shovlSthis vote~ 

TAJ3LE 2 

vorl'S ON" 'I'fe CHRI~3MMJ MIENmFSNT BY COUNTY RJi):'Tlm·UJ,I'IT 
--------~--.---- .. -~--.-- -~-- ----.- -- -- -

I county 
I 
I 
,- Black 
I 

i Vihi t e 
i· ---
i I 'l'otal 

! 
y es NO 

2~~~~~~ )) _ 1 ~~~~~~~ 
, 0 P 'J".b j 'tJ l tJ (IX:,) i

26 
. . ..1 76 

.. ---. - . --- -I" I 

Ab sent, Total 
Abstain 

1 3 ( 22%) 

31 



This breel:-dovm of the vote appears to support the hypothesis tha t 

tl18 \'Jhite count i es were Huch more ofrald o f a non-dtscriminElteing 

disfranch iseing cle. use than the black county whites . Almost three times 

flS many of the black county delega t es supported the motion a nd a feir 

number less rejected it while the number of absentees and abstainers 

was about the S8me in both cases. 

The Jackso n Courier-Ledger f elt that many of the delegat e s were 

reluctant to vote tlgainst the reccommendf,t ions of the Franchise corrun i tt ee ; 

the !!Big commHtee ll a s tha t paper coll ed it, and it is interesting to 

see whether the de legates who supported the comr.d.tt ee on thi s vote by 

voting flgainst it cont i nued this supr ort by voting j.n f avour of the 

i1understanding Cla use !!. Of particula'r interes t are the :P d e l ega t es 

from the black cGunti es who voted against the chrie,JT19n r e s olution, 

somewha t contrary to our expecta tions. ,!:,wenty-nine of thes e did in 

fact support the !Il]nderstanding cla us e I! while only 7 oppos ed it, 

sugg esting tha t there wa s a certain hesitancy in oppo s ing th e cerllmi ttee. 

Did the 20 bla d : county delega te s suppor t1.ng the chrisman am8nde-

ment hold out aga inst a di scr i minato r y di sfranchisement? RO, only 4 of 

these delegates oppo sed the under stalld ing clause wh en the motion crune to 

th e vote. 

An OccuPGt i onal break-doVln of the vot e on chri srrwn ' s ~w18ndement 

tends to support the Vi fWI that there \'18 S 8 divi s ion by county reg ioD-

e.l ity • 

'l'able 3 shows that th e urban vot e , one tha t we ha ve seen to be 

' J 4 I~ quite evenly divid ed betwee n whHe And black c ounties (5S' '1) and b;,~ ) 

went 26~ in favour of the ar.18ndement and 5~ opposed, vJhile the total 

vote was 1<;:% for and 57(1; a ga inst. on the other hand , the f a rmers , 8. 

McMAsrER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. 
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TABl1~ 3 

VOTE ON CERISE,IAn Al.ml:DEf '~hT BY OCCUPJiTIOn OF ])ELIaJ-ATE~; 

r o-~'~~p'~lt i~;;-- -y~-;-'---------- --- JT;--- --- -- , Absent~ -- . -- - " T~t--~i ' 

f ____i_i__! ~bBta~n ...... , . .. ! 
, farmer : 3U~% ) . 24(63(}~ ) , 11(29q; ) 33 ; I I i I I I ; i 
.------- ------- - --------~-- ---- -- -- ----- -.--- ----.------------ ------------------- I 

I planter I l~(311o) : 5(38%) I 4(31%) __ 13 i 
1---------- --------- --I .------ - --- ----}. ------ ------- - . -+ --- --- - -'--- ----- ------ --Tl ------------ -- , 

! urban l l9(26;~ ) ! 37(521, ) ' 16(22~'~ ) :: 72 : . _ _________ ___ ___ _______ _____ __________ - .1.- _________ ' ______________ , ________ _ 

prodominately white county group, ShOVT a disproportionate rejection 

of the amendement while the planter s from the bleck belt are split 

almost evenly on the que stion. 

H.L. Muldrew, a delegat e o f the s tate-at-Lerge, proposed next, an 

amendement the. t v!c:. s a r:lodified franchise qualific8tionj proof of literacy 

wi thout proper'ty qualifica tion s . This was rejected by the convention 

by a similar margin to th e fir s t onej 78 a gainst, 23 for, and 32 absent 

or not voting. 

TABLE 4 

VOTE ON Lrrf~RfI.CY QUl\l_n'IC.ATIot ~ BY COlJl1TY :R:;X~ roNAl,TTY 

. ----------- ----- ---- - ---. - --- -- - -, 
1tbsent, !' 'l'otl:\l 

,J I 
i AbstE:dn :' I 
l _____________ ------------- ----- - -------------: ---- - --------- - -------i-~-- - ---------- i 

IBlaCk i 19( 26%) , 35 (4-S~) i _ 2v( 26%) Ii 74- 1 

l_y hi_t! ____ : _____ ~_L7~L ______ l~3J?2%L~_ ~?,(~J;0 ) ______ 59 _, 

,-----'- .. -- -.- .. -.-----.--- - - ._.--_. -- .- -- -- .---- t·-

county yes 

section 2 was now vot ed on and nccel~ed and sections 3 and 4 dealing 

with the oa th of alleg iance and the poll tax were accepted with only 

mino r r evisions. sections 5 and 6 o f the report were t abl ed and the 

co nvention proceeded to on importa nt ma tt er ; the a pportionment cleu s8s . 

There i s a certa in amount of mystery surrounding this nart of th e 

Committee Report . It hod orig inally been intended tha t the appo)'tionment, 



52 

which greatly fevoured the ble ck counti e s, would be altered to give a 

majority to the white cOlLTltie s, thereby ensuring white politica l sup-

remacy. The IIGeor;e plant! tha t vias adopted by the comrnittee VIas 

apparently suppo sed to do this, i ncreas ing th e number of rep resent a tives 

to 13 with all of these gOing to lNhite counties. Black belt newspapers , 

particula rly t he Clar ion-Ledger attacked th e plan, claiming tha t there 

was never a more arbitra ry or unjus t apportionment than the one sugges t ed 

by the F'I'anchi E; e Committee . ACcol'ding to the Clarion-I,e dger , the bl8. ck 

county delega t es were opposed to th e scheme , as might be expected, ' -lith 

27 of these delegates speak ing a gn ins t the plan . 

Yet thi s co nflicts '/l ith a break -d o"m of the vot e on the 8pportionment 

cla uses. A motion to >table 8 proposed 8Iilenc1ement r educing the Leg islature 

to 75 membe rs VTaS defeated 63 to 50, with the greatest oppo s ition coming 

fr om the block belt, with 58-;'0 in f a vour of t a bling the proposed change . 

The white county d e l egat es Vlere a l r10st evenly divj.ded on thi s , with in 

fact, 8. sliGh t majority in f a vour of consi.clerins the a lterna t e scheme. 

TABLE 5 

VOTE ON Mar ION TO TABLE RECONSIDSPJ.'I'IOL OF APpO}~r ImTHSl\T 

1:~::Y~r- lf3~::::~·. j~;( ::%l -.··1 •• ·•·• ~;fI~,:·~··- -- ·~·~~~:~l 
'--" "' ......... "' .. - .{ '. -~ ....... - - .. ...... ... j ,'''''' ''--'' ....... -- ., .'" 1-' .. --........ -' ................ " -- ...... II ..... --- .. --- I 
Vrhite ! 25(41%) ; 23(47'%) 1 7(12~ ) !I 60 
___ __ " . ___ . __ \ _. ___ .. ____________ ~ _ . ~ " _ - - ... __ ~ i ~. ~-. ~~ ... __ ._ .. . 1 - - .-- - - ." - .- - .. --- - .- ,~ .-- ,- . -. - •• --- ---

Similarly, \'1hen the Committ ee Repo r t we s put to the vot e e nd was 

c ar:L'ied 79 to 33, the bla ck county support rema ined almos t exactly t he 

same , while whit e co unty d elegat es shifted 8 vot es ove r in f a vour of 

the r e solution. 



'I'ABLE 6 

VOTE ON tI (}SOFGE l'L/\l'P' 

r-------... -- .. ':-.-.. _-..... --... ,..... . .- ..... ;.- .... .... -.-. -.--.--r-'';:; .... - . '. 

ICounty j Yes No i Absent, II .Lotal ' 

1--.... ---.-.. -1 .. _ .. ___ .. __ .. 1. _______ I!~~~~l~~. ·- ~------·-I 
jBl<lCk ! 46(62'~ ) i H~(24 0~) ! 10(11~~ ) Ii 74 i --.-.. ----.. -.- 'r'---.---.. -'-'--"i" ----.... ·'.--i-·---·-·- ·-':··· . - Ir---·----·-·I 
, whit e : 33(55%) : 20(33':~ ) 7(12-~ ) ! 1 60 I , _ _______________ i. __ _ _____ ____ ______ , ______ ____ __ '- --+ --_ --•• ---- - • • -
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These tabies would certninly indicate th&t the George plan Vias 

acceptnble to the black counties and tolerable to the white counties, 

and the most likely explenat ion seems to be found in an article by 

Albert Kirwan: IlAPportionment in the Mississippi constitution of H~9).11 

He exam ines in detail exactly hoY\" the apportionment scheme would 

change things Bnd finds, nIt seems to have been generally believed 

that all the additional thirteen representatives were g iven to white 

constituenc ies J but this was not the case •• '. Thu:D the house ofr.ep-

senta tives under th e neVI apportionment would have a tota l of 69 rep-

re sentatives from black di strict~, . Since the nWilber wa s limited to 

133, only 6).j· r e presenta tives could possibly be chosen from white dis-

tricts. '1.'hi5 amounted to an increase of twelve representBt:i.ves for white 

di stricts but th ey were still six short of a ba re majority." 32 

More than that, the scheme did not even gurantee white suprema cy 

according to Kirwan: 

The census of 1890 shows if all ma l e adults in every leg islative 
di strict in Mi ss is s ippi he d vot e d, Bnd if they had divided on race 
lines, };egroes would heve returned 69 repre sen tatives and whites 
64. Based on th e census of 19JO such a hypothetical vote would 
have returned the sanle nUf.1 bel' of wn i t es and Negi'oes as in l39J, 
and in 1910 ~Iere would have be en 71 Negroes and 66 whites. 

He adds, nIt is indeed difficult to reconcile these fi r,u r es wi th 

the c ontention of so many authorities that the opport iOlUllen t would and 

did insure white control under 011 conceivab le cire ll.'11stunces • • • ' l,!al1Y 



other such examples could be produced. They indicate tha t, whatever the 

intentions of the framers of the constitution of 1990 , the const itution 

did in fact perpetuate the ·great di s crimina tion wh ich already existed 

against the white man in the 1'1hi te count ies.!I 34 

The only reasonable explanation for tho voting pattern on the 

apportionr.wnt s eems to be tha t the delegates Viere 8S good at arithmetic 

as Hr. Kirwan Hnd the block counties realized tha t by los inc only a few 

se:~ ts, and r e t a ining their najority in the Leg islature, they \'1ere ge tting 

off lightly. The white counties vlere apparently ree dy, by this time , 

to Accept the small increase in their representation, perhaps beca use 

it we B provided for the t apportionment could be chang ed by the legislature 

in the future. 

sections 5 and 6 of the Franch is e ~~eport v{ere brought up again and 

it Vias dt~cided tha t tho understand ing clause ( section 5) be institute d 

in th e election of 1592 ratr18r than wei ting until 1896 as orig ina lly 

proposed. s ec tion 5 Has put to the vote and pa ssed ·71 to il7. 

TABLE 7 

- ---- - --.----.---------- ----------- - --- - - - -.. -- - --. ---- - .-.-- -- .--- ··--T-
: county y e s no . Absent, , Total 

. Black , 
i 
i 
: y!hi te - . - - .-.. --. 

49( 6G~M 

g2U_rq 

i Abstai)'1 . 
--- ------. ---.. - -----1~-- · ------. 

l8( 2~ ) 7 (l D:~ ) i: 74 , 
; .. ._ .. ; .j 

il I 

g9( 4~'~) _ _______ 9 (l_5:~L __ L ___ . ~_~ ___ .: 

This was a man sura with a hig h potential for discrimination, as Judge 

Chri sman pointe d out, and it is indic a ted here that it l,'la s less obj ect ion-

able to the wh ite counties thDn non-discrimina ting cla use s such as the 

property Qunlificat ion , as the vJhit e vote 'tras 8ga in s t th e motion by only 

a small margin. 



The black county vote, as the t a ble shows, cante out in strong support 

of the und ersta nding claus e. They h l3 d nothinG to lose from thi s rule; 

representation was based on qualified electors, not registered votel's,in 

the old constitutio n of 1863 and. a scheme that would quietly prevent 

the I,egro majorities in the bla ck be lt from voting Vias cl ea rly prefe r-

ed by thr;s e d ol egates to a radical alteration of the apportionment givi.ng 

control to the vlhi to count i es. 

The 18 delegntes from the block counties voting against the lmder­

standing clause ha d split evenly on the property qunli.ficEltion vote; 7 

for, 6 aginst and 5 absent n)st a ining. 

On the other hand, the 29 delega tes opposed to this cla use from 

the white counties were cor.1posed of 22 delege tes votinG oga inst each 

one of the frnnehise votes. only 3 delegates from th e black,· counti es 

voted against all these resolutions. 

On Saturday, n ovember 1, the work of the Convention WClS done and tlle 

conplete const itution was submitt ed to the delegates. It is int eres ting 

to look at the eight "die hardsn who refused to accept the constitution 

to the end. 

Of first int e rcst seffined to be the five de legates listed as hav ing 

political affiliati cn other than the I'cgular Democl'atic varty, b!lt the 

Journal of the Convention shows th a t four vot e d in f l.:!vour of the 

constitution, and the fifth, the Neg ro Hont gomery of Bolivar, who during 

the deoa t es had support e d voting Qua lificat ions £is long a8 they vIera 

acunin:iGtel'ed fairly, wa s in the uab sent or absta ining n category. 

Of these 8 de legates , 6 also vot e d Elgfdn s t the a r portionme nt p lan, 

3 a ga ins t the chr i sman amendement, and 6 ag ains t the underst a nding cla use ; 

no clear pattern. Ta bl e . 8 be low looks at the eight di ssenters by c ounty 

occupa tion, and a ge group . 



TABLE g 

Fll'JAL VOT.J ~ ON COnS'I'I'2UT:iON BY COm~TY-) OCCPPATIC'1J , and AGE GROUP 

r~~~-~~g~r.~.~~_-_:l1~~_C~_-~ C_y_~:~·\7-~~-~~_._~~_-: ~_·-__ ~a:l~rlie r-: ~;~~l~t~r_~~. I~~.~;~.~ .. _- ·~;~.e), ·_~5_~.~-~~~-~_-~~~·1 
' , ' ; I I i 

Yes : 55(75;s)50( 83;S ) 42(86%) . 10(7710 ) 52(7~) 19(70s } 83 (781, ) : .. ---.... -- -- ~- ---, ."-- ... " .. ;".---.---.... ---. -~. --.. -".-.. ---... :.--.-.--. -.. .. -.-i- .. --... -..... ------ I---- _ ___ ! ___ ._ .--_.-_1 

INa ! 5 (7:(,) j 3(5'{) ; 1 (2~) i 0 1 7(1a1, )i 3(1l:{)i 5 (51()j 

I Absen~, : 14(18%) 7(1~~ ) 6(12%): 3(2}h }! l3(lg~ ) 1 5(19b): 18(l7%}i 

!~;~:::ln~l' --- :60 - -- 49 ---! ~; 1 72 . ·· r ;7~-t~06----11 
_ ___________ . ____ _________ • _____ . . __ • __ • ___ - "_ ..• __ .. ________ . _______ . . __________ . ___ ...•.•• __ _ __ . . ___ ._ . ___ - -- - I _ - ___ .-

This table shows only tha t no part i culElr pa tt ern can be s ugges t e d 

about the e i t ht dis sent e r s . The ca tegorie 3 are a bH small for cro ss-

t a bula tions to be meanine;ful, but even so the widest margins in the 

accept ance vot e is only 16J~ ; 70)·~ of the delegates u nder 40 in favour of 

the cons titut ion compared to 36% of the farmers- not a very big diffe rence 

and not eno ugh to warra nt Blly speculntion on the libe ral t endencies of 

the youneer de lei:;H t e s I and so on. 

~.labI'Y I in hi s article on th e disfra nchisel:18nt f ee ls tha t WrhoUEh 

many membe1's ha d opposed i ndividual f eatures of the c onstitution, th ere 

was a r ather genera l f eeling thClt the docume nt wes t he best tha t could 

be framed under the circums t ance s. II he offers no exp l anation o f whY' at 

thj.s point there was not a una nimous adop tion of the constitution and 

the question r emaln s a mino r , but un explained point. The J a ck son 

Clari on-Ledge r s eeme d rather gle d to e e t th ,~ convention, wh ich had dragged 

on for many weeks more than had b.een in t end ed at a co st of *70) a : ' ~;)y, 

over with at last. 

Cha i rman c a lhoun ha d the l as t vJO r tl. In his clo s i ng address he 

expres se s the hope th a t the new cons titution will end pol iti ca l divi s ions 

along r a ce lines , end tha t there \,/ill be l ess election viol ence and 

fraud t ha n in the past . He cant i nu e s II poli tica l p a rt i f: 8nshi}) has 
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na turally pr e vent ed an i r'ipa rtin l vi ew of' our s itua tion.1I35 and he ha s 

a message fo r the North: 

VIe s ay t o our bret hre n of the l,!orth , East a nd west, tha t we 
are willing to b eE: r cheerful1 Jr our full shar e of the public 
bur d ens, •.• excep t to yi eld up th e common civ ilization of our 
commo n country, which c iviliza tion was cons truct ed" only by the 
whi t e rac e . The r e i s but one sover e i gn by divine ri[;ht. 'I'het 
sovereign is mind. I look in va in for a ny ins tu ll ce of Africa n 
contributton to the di sclosure of undi s covere d truth s t e nding to 
ame liora t e the individual or th e socia l condition of ma n. ' 36 

He c ontinues in this vein ma intaining tha t the Negroes ha ve made no 

contribution to civiliza tion, and lack the inia tiv e to break out of 

stagnation when nwithdrmm from the enve lopme nt of white clvilj,za tion.1l 37 

He remAins vag uely opt '1m i s tic for the future of the Neg ro under whit e 

leadership sa yJ.ng, III hope better thing s from it in the future.If 38 

NOVI clearly the re is tn thi s speech an anti-N(3gro ideology that is 
~i";.. 

ir.rrlied by Ca lhoun to be the und erlying reason for th e conve ntion. 

According to him, v:hile Negroes and whit e s can live toge ther in fri end-

ship, this can only happ en wh en the white rac e is clearly the ruler. 

Thi s i s a bit t oo simple I think. He rath er glos se s over the 

sectiona l qua rre l s as thoug b they we r e in the na ture of side distractions: 

bu l' mission h e re has been accompli sh ed as best it could upon 
adjustm,e nt of th e var ious oDi.nions and int e r ests of the different 
sections of E i s sis s i .rpi. )9 

The f a ct is tha t on every vot e by the convention tha t we have 

a nalysed, clea r pa tterns of whit e c ounty- black county divisions have 

emerged and these a r e sUlllJort ed by the s peeches by the de l ega t es re-

port ed in the newspape r s covering the c onvention . It i s also tl'ue tha t 

the r e Ha s SUl)POl't for the di s fr a nchi sement of the Negro for othe r r eas on s ; 

pa rticulnrly for el ection r e fo rm , but this app ea r s to ha ve r ema ined 

subordil1fl t e to the s e ctiona l r l va lry. Sonte del ega t es de live r ed spe ec he s 

of a conCilia tory to ne , c a lling for unity i n de e. liug wHh the nbla ck 



menacell, but it is difficult to t ell hOYT sincere these speake rs were a nd 

to wha t extent th ey were u s ing this line as a tool for promot i n~; the 

interests of t he i r side; the evidence i ndicates the l atter . 

The Mississippi convention seems to me then , to ha ve been a 

three-cornered p owe r strugg le vI i th t VlO mili t3nt g roups ; block and 

whi t e counti es ,jockeying for control of the s t ate , with the l'Tegroes 

form tng a very passive third corner the t through it s nu~;[be r s end the 

prot ecti on of the U.S. con Gtitution, poses a po t entia l t h r eat to the 

suprema cy of the wh i te groups, but in f!:.lct ends up be i ng caught in the 

middl e of the wh ite strue;gle as a kind of IIpig- in-the-middle ii Or "pawn" 

or "political footbellll. 

There i s evidency to indicate tha t thh: situat ion Was not uni Que to 

Eississi11pi; that all through the ,:iouth th e same forc e s were at vJOrlc, as 

one by one th e rest of these states c a lled di sfranchi se i ng conventions 

(south Carolina in 1(;95, 1..0Uisjan.s. in 1398 , Horth c arolina in 1900, 

Alabama in 19 ')1, Virginiq i n 19C1l-02 , Georgia in 19:)'8, oklehofila in 191Cl, 

and Tennessee, Florida , Arka nsan , 'and Texas by means of the poll t ax end 

so on. ) There were va r i a tions and flOdif ications of the "Hi ss i ss i pp i 

Plan ll du r i ng these yeEll' ;:; ; particula rly the II grandfather cla u sell vlhich 

gave any descendent of a Civil l'Ta r v eteran automat ic qualification. Th i s 

s e rved much the same function as p i ssissipp i1 s understanding clause. 

These l ater di sfranchisGing co nventions were linked more clo sely to the 

thi rd party populist movement t han !.1ississippi he d bee n, nnd thi s we.s one 

of the populer jus tifications for these convent i ons . 'l'h5.s uas , jus t a 

Va riat ion of the same theme ; It involved an a l liance o f t he POOl' whi t e 

farmers vi itll th e Negroes , but t hE') only dif forencfl vras thBt in stead of the 

passive negro vot e being u ned t o the Bdvantago of bla ck c ounti es , it 

would favour the white county fnrmers . AS soon 8S it b e cD me a ppArent 
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that the union Vla S not going to work, the cry for di8fl'anchisemr~nt went 

up again among the white counties. The price pnid in the battle be -

tween whit e s for control of the NegJ 'o vote " la S brought out in these 

conventions 8S it wa s in Hississippi. An Alaban12 delegate protested 

lI Now we are not beg g ing for ballot r e form or anything of that sort, 

but we want to be relieved of purchasing the Negroes to carry elections. 

I want chea per votes.1l
4

0The dish'ust between bl8.ck and white counties 

remaine d as strong as ever in the other conventions. nthe carpetbaggers 

so frBl"'led our preSElll t constitution ••• as to give a preponderance of 1'e­

present a t ion to the negro count ie s. II 41 And black cOlmty wh Hes "hypo·· 

critically rai sed the hOi'll of white supremacy while debouchlng the 

ballot··boxen find through this infamous mea ns made themselves potent 

factors in our state and count~r govermrlOnts. ~2 li'eVi dolegat 88 took the 

cry of black suprerrmcy seriously. III ask you gentlemen .of the bla ck 

belt, how do you ha ppen to be here if the r~groes control down there~II43 

inquired one Vil'g inin d elegate, while an Alaba mian asked, "','lhat are we 

here for? not to pre serve white supremacy. Vlhite supremacy is s8.cure 

44 
in Alabama. 1I There were similar tI~'f,uments over whetber unQualified whites 

should loae the vote along with Negroes. oates of Alabama vlanted to 

disfranch ise lIall those who are Ullfi t and unQualified, end if the rule 

strikes 8. white man 8S well as a neero, let him go. There are some white 

men who have no more rieht and busine ss to vot e than a neg ro and not as 

much as some of them. 1I45 

The patt e rn the n, r emained v e ry much the sa me from one state to 

anothe r, with only fl ce r tain adjus t me nt for loca l cond itions and issues. 

It WEW a pattern of r eaction again s t the ~~egro not really for eny ideolog ica l 

beliefs of r a cia l inferiority, but as a result of powe r struggle s be tween 
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whi t e sub-groups divide d along diffe r ent interest lines . The final 

chapter will cons id er this in a more general way. 
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C}lJ\PTER Fm; 

THliD}lliTICAL GUIDELDES l \ND PHOJ~CTroNS 

This concludi ng chap t er will be of a more genera l and abstrac t 

nature tha n tho se tha t preceeded it. The t ask is to set down first 

the approach that was t aken tOVJard s this quest ion of ~Tegro di s fran­

chisement, and then to project, or abstract somewhat from the analysis. 

This projection Hill t ake t wo paths ; to examine the problems that the 

analysi s bas raised for Demo cratic government , and to con s ider the 

problems and questions it r a i se s abont the study of r8 ee r elations 8S a 

whole, particularly from the psychological perspective. 

The Hrst thing to do when fle tting out some general ideas , or a 

theoretical orienta tions about race rela tions , vms to define the cent r a l 

concepts in as clea r Bnd useful way as poss ihle. A part icular problem 

was in deciding just what th e difference is h8t ween race ~ roups, e t hnic 

groups, and minor ity groups of [Ill sorts. 

The central qu est ion he1'8 is whe ther a "racell i s to be regarded 8 s 

some kind of biolog ica l ca t egory in the same way tha t we say, for instance , 

that a hors e is a special CEl tegory of an i mal, or whether , on the other 

hand, we argue tha t r acial differenti ation i s only significant when people 

call attention to it. 

There a r e several problems with R biolos ica l definition. There i s 

no real concensus on a criterion on vlhich to base the biol og ical di stinc­

tions. If skin c ol our i s t o be the st a ndard, there are inuned i ate problems 

beca use these fo rm not so much ca t egor i es as Cl continuum, or more likely, 

a spectrw:J.. '1"'he united states , with nwny f:1ula t to s , or people of s o- call ed 

ur:tixed blood ll , illustrates the exten t of t his rroblem, E!S many people 
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here fJnd they are pale enough to pass as villi ta s when in fact they ha ve 

some Negro ancestory. The legislatures in the southern states ha d 0 

great deal of difficulty in defining a Negro , and were r educed to the 

not very adeQuate solution of defining the percent age of ancestory th at 

constitutod a black or a white person. FOr instance, in some states 

anyone with one- Quart er or more "black bloodll was to be called a Negro, 

but this of course, ha d to assume the racial purity of the immigrant 

groups to porth America, including the African Negroes, and the evidence 

is that this was by no Neans the c!we. Another problem w1th biological 

definitions is that it meaDS using non-politicBl categories in a politicol 

analysis, clouding the issue by misdirecting the emphasis. 

A mor e useful approach, and one that has become the more popular 8Jllong 

stUdents of raC e r elations in recent decades, is the socia l definition. 

That is, we say in effect I1what people call a race i s 8 r a ce f or our 

purposes. II Examples CRn be cited that formulate this in a more complete 

way: von Den Berghe in Ra ce and racism defines race a~l: 

•• ~ a htI!ltI ll gIUJP that de fines itself aril/or is defined by other 
groups as different from ot.he r groups by vit'tue of innate and 
iW1utable physical characteristics. 1 

To O.C. Cox: 

-A r ace may be tho Ll(:sht of as simply any group of people that 
is genera lly thought to be, Hnd generally acc ep ted as, a 
race in any g iven orea of ethnic competition. 2 

This approach do es not i gnore the phys ical differences ; everybody 

knows t ha t the re is a difference bet vreen B black skin and a white or a 

yellow one, but it puts the emphas i s not so much on how people m?!k~2these 

distillctions , but the fact tha t th ey do. This makes it possible to look ' ~ 

beyond the physical character istics and study race relations in a much 

rno re fluid and dYl1aIilic \".Iay. 
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I1RacismH is a n e.ttitude . It involve s id eolog:i. es vlhich a r8 u sed as 

a s y s ten 0 :' r at ionf-l lizotion f or ma t eria l socia l fa ct s ; f or i ns t an ce , the 

exploitation of one r a c e by Mother . 

This is di s tinct from the other more gene r a l a ttitudes ; e thnoc e nt ri s m 

and intolerance . Ethno c e nt ri sm r efers to s wnner1s II we -g roups ll a nd dea ls 

with f ee linGs of g ro up solidarity tha t a re not ne cessa rily r a cia l phen­

ome na . Intole r ance i s di re ct ed a gainst a ny g roup tha t defi es s oc i a l 

norr:ls . a nd a gain. thi s can h~~ve r a cia l overtone s but does not n ec e s sarily 

h a ve to do this. Relig ious intol eranc e i s pe rhap s the best exampl e of 

this, 

A theo r otica l approa cll or ori enta tion to a ny sociolog ica l inquiry 

has to I at one time or another, consid e r the as s wnpt ion s about man a nd 

soci e ty tha t lie be hind the formulation. The re has been a lo ng stand i ng 

debat e be t ween the lIinteg r a tion model n t heorists and tho se supportinG 

t he " conflict mo del", and this r evolves a r ound the nature of SOCia l 

change. That is, should it be a ssumed tha t soci ety is bas ica lly sta ble, 

tha t people are o rderly. pea ceful, en d a ttrected to one anothe r. but 

sorJe times th i s break s down nnd forces pus h to a new equilibriulll , or is 

it the other ",e y aro undj do th ere ex ist cons tent forc es of conflict 

tha t are alway s a t vlork and are only checked from time to time by periods 

of temporary inert i a? 

There is no point i n thi s di s cuss ion in fl go ing off the d ee p endn 

about th e s e diff icult and p erS i stent philo sophica l quest i on s . rph ey do 

bri ng out en import a nt point though; tha t a t di f f e r ent times and unde r 

vary i ng circ wnst unc e s one f i nd s di ffere nt type s of soc i e ty, somet i mes 

sta bl e , a t other t i Me s in t rans ition . 

In hi s a pproa ch to r a ce r e l a tion s T'a rk developed t h i s pe r s pe ctive . 
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He saw IIfou r great types of interaction- competition, conflict, 

accommodation, and ass i miliat ion. II 3 

COml)etit ion is the most bas ic of these ; it is elementary, unive r sal, 

and fundamental. Its most i mportant cha r ac teristic is tha t it is i nter-

action without socie,l contact; tha t is, the actors are unawa r e of the 

pre sence of the other in somewhat the same way tha t cornpate ting plant 

organi sms have no social consciousness. Park elaborates: 

~ •• CO~nI)3t:itton invariably tends to create an impersonal social 
ordor in which each individuEll, being free to pur s ue his own 
profit, and, in a sense, compellea to do so, makes overy other 
individual a means to that end. 

It is linked vJith the economi.c ord er: 

Competition determines the distribution of popula tion 
territorially and vocat iona lly. The division of labor 
and a l l the vast organ i zed economic interdependence of 
individua ls and g roup s of incU.'r idualscha ra cteJ.' istic 
of modern life are a product of competition. · 5 

competition be comci:! conflict for Park only in periods of crisis, 

when people are force d to become con s cious of their rivalry with other 

people instead of economic forces. conflict then, is a political process 

and political organ~z8.tions exist to dea l with conflict si tU~l tions. He 

cons iders these political in s titutions only as substitutes for w·ar. 

Conflict: 

• • • e>lbkes the de epest emottons and strongest pEl t;sion s and 
enlists the greatest concentra tion of attention and of effort. 
o • • III genowl we may say tha t compet ition determiEes the position 
of the indE;vidua l in the cOffilu.uni tYi conflict fixes his place in 
society. 

Accommodation involves individul'l ls and groups making ne cessary 

interna l adjustments to social situations or condit ions tha t have been 

cre8ted by c ompetition and conflict. This process follows the changes 

effected through struggle then , and: 

Th e y establish a neVJ order by chang ing, not merely the status, 
but t he nttitudes of t Le pArties involved. Eventuully the new 
order gets itself fixed i!l ha bit and cU t;tom and is then transmitted 
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as part of the established so cia l order to suceeeding ge nerc~ ti ons . 
• • • '!he r jgJlts of property, vest ed interests of every sort, the f anily 
organi zation , slavery, ceste Elnd e188s, the whol e social organi za tion 
in f a c t . represe nt acconU(lo i::otions. 7 

This h~ls to do with the social ore;Elnization or sphere. Assimilation 

on the other hand goes farther tha n this and is a complete transforma tion 

of the persona lity, which F'ark sees as taking plac e g r a dually, under the 

influence of social contacts of the most concrete a nd intima te sort. 

NOVT Park feels that race relatiollfJ follow this cycle; 

EverytNhere· there is competition and conflict; but everywhere the 
intima cies which participation in a common life enforces have 
created new acconmodation, Bnd relations which were mer~lY 
formal or utilital'il!n have become persolle.l and human. ' 

He continues, \I In the rela tions of r6ces there is a cycle of 

events which tends everywhere to repeat itself.II 9 HOW the trouble 

and frictions in relations between races comes about durinE;: periods of 

change from one stage to another. Where there is r~3.p id social change, 

there is 10'11 racial prejudice but high racial conflict, yet when the 

chang e has become solidified El.ncl some sort of accommodation realized, 

then the prejudlcial beliefs, or racial ideolog ies may still remein. 

It is not to the point to debate the ulliversa l empiric81 accura cy 

or applicability of park's cyclic change theory; the important thing is 

that it provides a useful orientat ion to the reconstruction period which 

was without a doubt one of grea t socia1 chfmge s. 

For instance, th e ante-bellum south was a stable society in a state 

of rela tive &CcoI:1!,LOdetlon: 

In short, the planta tion population, in sp ite of differences of 
race and status, constituted vihat I have described 8S a I.'le-g r oup. 
If the l :egroes we r e content to r ema in i n a subordina t e position 
to which the whHe man's prejudice- prejudices which ha ve grown 
u.p throughlo116 end intirrw te associetioll- assigned hilT., racia l 
animosities ~ould probably not exist. 10 

The pal'k upproech bri ngs out another importan t aspec t of race 
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sphere und the role of ideolog ic8 J. be lief EJystems about ruccs. Fark makes 

it clear t ha t it is the econonic und political struggles , th e results of 

compe tition and conflict that are the causa l feetors in r a ce animoBities . 

The prejudice, Or raci8l ideologies ,are by-products of the Hccomodation 

process tha t are used to justify ~nd ceme nt the stability of changes . 

Thus, in the r econstruction period there was a painful period of 

adjustment to the new condi td.ons inlllosed by the wer, us the white south 

fought a battle for the political end economic control which had f a llen 

to the nortl18rn Republicans, and at the same time witnessed the legal 

change s in the status of the l~egro to franchised and. economically in-

dependent citizens. 

This then, wa s the nature of the approach t8ken to this analysis. 

1i;ssentielly, the main gUideline was to refuse tc .... .rrite off the proceeding s 

in this period conc erning the Negro as mere ideologica l prejudice on the 

part of the whites. 7he object was to 1001: at the causes behind th:i.s 

prejudice to examine how it varied according to the influence of these 

more ba s ic economic and political factors. 

HOW the conclusions drawn from this study pose ; certa in rather 

crucial Questions, first for the functioning of minority race groups in 

democraCies and secondly, for the study of race rela tions from the per-

spective of psycholog ical prejudice. 

Wh a t we ha d to start with, follo'lfing th e end of th e war, we s 8 

situa tion where the Ne8rowas given the vot e as well.as c erta in civil 

ri~hts. But wha t should have bee n a pe riod of g r eat i mprovement for the 

Neg ro a s he expressed hi s opinion ~ri the rUlmins of country anG. state • 
through the exerclse of his vote, didn t t turn out tha t way at all. l:j8 

saw tha t the l~egro voter vms pushed and pulled by th e wh H e Democrats 
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support the Republica ns, for r8the r obvious r ea wns, th e s outhe rn white 

nemocrat s took .bver control by fo rce, frnud and so on (e g . the ?{i s siss ippi 

Revolution of 1875) beating down the Negro vote, and rushing out the 

Republica n governments. yet even then, with the N·eg ro disfranchi sement 

accompli.shed in fact, to a large · degree, the problems did not end. The 

white Democrats were split by reg ional interests; the aristocratic planter 

class of the black belt, Vlhere most Negroes lived and worked, and the 

white counties where individual white farmers scrap ed out a living. 

'l'here wa s a question of representation and apportionment betVieen 

these regions, vild.ch held true throughout the deep south, because the 

"carpetbag ll constitutions had counted the Negroes in drawing up re­

presentation for state and federal govermnent. FOr this, and other 

reasons ( it is reasonRble to assume that at least some southerners were 

concerned about the election violenc e and fraud), ~ississipp1 held a 

constitutd'.onal convention and we saw the predominance of these sectional 

l/hite interests in the votes and speeches of the cOIlvention. 

Very much the same pattern was seen in the other southern sta tes, 

most of which soon followed the Mississippi example. III some cases 

here, the situation wa s complicated by the presence of the third party 

Populist threat. This movement proposed to unite the poor white and 

Negro farmers against the planters, and it was not until this plan had 

clearly died tha t the white count i e s beceJfle seriously interested in 

disfranchi s i ng· the r egro voter. 

In all ceses, the evidence sugge s ts that the Negro played a passive 

role. The whites threVl about the cry of IIblack domina tionll and so on, 

but this was never rea lly very likely, and certa inly not a f ter the 

I1re c1e em ptlonll of the south . They Vlere , in a \,Jay, in a tldammed in you do, 
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elect their own coloured I'e presBlrtativ Bs t o the l eg i s l a ture th ey would 

have precipitated an even more violent 'llhite rcm otion, y e t by c omforml:ng 

to th e rea lities of the si tU8tion, they still ended up lo s ing their new­

found ris hts. 

This t hen, poses a very import a nt question for d emocraUc govern:nent 

a s a whole. The tra ditiona l idea of none man, one vote!! i s tha t every 

man has an equa l voic e , indi!'ectly, in the running of the government. 

The exercise of the franchi se is supPof;ed to be a benefit; something 

of po s itive va lue, by which each man ClOn pr'O t ect his intere st. But in 

the South during r e construction this framework brok e down completely, 

and to the Negro, the vote was actually a liability; it just got him into 

trouble. clearly, when there is a situation where a large end powerful 

group wi thin a democracy manl11ulnt es the vote of a weaker group to sat isfy 

its own int e r ests, then the effectiveness of the r epresenta tive system is 

lost. 

NOW the problem is not the fact that there are sectional, or political, 

or economic interest groups furtherln~ the ir O\\ffi purposes. That is quite 

l eg it i mate and norma l; we knOl'l tha t it is usua l thclt the more weal t hy 

elements of a society will t ake the right wi ng , supporting a conse rva tive, 

"laissey- f a ire ll or hands off pol i cy . conversely, the le ss wea lthy elements, 

the lower status "labouring class lt and so on, tend to support a left-wing 

path, o f soc i e l welfare , g oVel'llnent control of ubig bus iness l1 , and pa rt i a l 

equa liza tion o f wealth. 

The matte r of conc ern is t ha t a r a c e , beca u se o f clearly distinsuis­

hing physical chara cteristics, wbile t r ying to remain pa ssive or neutra l, 

or else splitting along nor mal li nes of divi s ion , i s u sed 8S a "politica l 

footba lltl by th e other gro ups , and t here by lo se s t he value of the vote. 
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rrlle explanation of Hhy r a cia l g roup s f all into thi s po s ition appea r s 

to be linked to the ir vuluerabH j.t y . . Tha t i s , t he vreake r the i r pos ition 

in socie ty is, the more likely it is t ha t they will be conle flpolHica l 

footba lls ll • The Que s tion becoae s the n, why do rece s fall into a flripe 

for the picking " posit ion. 

A stn~tinG point is the distinctiv eness of race. A catholic ca n 

wHlk into Ii Protesta nt church se:::-vice and not be consp icious, a stree t 

nb wn" Can take a ba th end. buy 8 good suit and }X'lSS , at least superf icially , 

as a middle c l a ss busine ssman, 8. hippie can cut his hair and ahlost look 

human, but on the ,.,h610, a black ma n Ctlnnot pass as white, or vice 

versa. 

A result of this distinctivene s s is the rise of r e.ci st idoologies 

to justify any exploitation that is expedient to the dominant race. 

These blanket doctrin es give rac e r e l a tions a subj e ctive , or emotional 

character. Park sugge sts, in connection wi th this, that men have ~l" certain 

fear or hesitancy of t h ing s different. For instance, if we meet a l'erson 

very similar to our s elves and he make s a bad impression, we cen still 

compare him with ma ny other cases and rsallze that the pa rti.cular person 

1s an exception. However, if vIe neet a member of an unfamiliar minority 

group, we have no reference point or stDlldard by which to compare him 

with others of the s rune g roup, and so we a~e more like ly to consider him 

a g enuine r epresenta tive of his 2group, and from this, generalize about 

his g roup. 

The distinctive ne ss of r rrces and ethnic groups have been pre s e rve d 

by polit icens , eve n 6. S in the cas e of ethnic groups, when th ey might ha ve been 

expe cte d to die out. Gla z e r sho~s this in the case of New yo r k city, 

pointing out th a t l'The l a r Ge movement s of history and people v/hich tend 
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to reinforce the roln of ethnic gro~lps In th e city have been uccompanied 

by nevI d eve lopments in political 11fe which similarly strengthern 

11 
ethnic ident it i es. il He continue s t liThe i mpression t ha t the polit ica l 

patterns of the city strength ern the roles of ethnic groups is over-

The actual size of 8 minority group is au important variable. The 

Negroes in Missis s ippi made up a majority of the popuJ.ation and the 

white s were very much a.Jare of this. There were lot s of votes to buy, 

or intimidate, or get rid of if necessary. New york city is another 

example. " only when an irlllntgrant group reaches the enormous size of 

the Puerto Ricans does it become a subject of interest, att ention, and 

concern.'. 13 The most recent instance of this is the immigration crisis 

in Great Britain which suddenly became a matter of national interest 

after a flood of Africe.ns sought refuge in Britain. 

There is a tendency for race and ethnic groups to coincide with 

economic and social levels in societies. For insta nce, Glazer notes: 

• • •. to· descri~ the economy of r:-ew york fully, one vlould have 
to point out that it is dominated at its peak (the banks, in surance 
compenies, utilities, biS corporution offices) by whit e protestc: nts, 
wi th Irish catholics and Jews playing somevrhat smaller roles. III 
wholesale and retail conunerce, Jens pre dominate. rlhite-collar 
v/orkers are largely Irish and Italian if they work for big organ-
1zatj.ons, and Jewish if they work for smaller ones. The city's 
\'lorking class 1s, on its upper levels, l!egl'o and puerto Rican. 
other ethnic g roups are found scattered everyraere, but c onc entra t­
ed generally in a few economic specialties. 

This was, of course , true in the s outh during r e construction to a 

veI'y g r ea t extent , with the Negroes supplying cheap menual la bour, only 

with the exception of the nta lented tenth.tl In this case , the Neg ro e s 

were eCiuipped for very little else , after ma ny genera tions as plantation 

slaves. The newest ethnic or racia l arrivuls to a country ha ve tend ed 
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to occupy the l owest positions i n socie ty , a nd it bec omes d i ff ic ult for 

them to br eak t hts llc1t tern . Rac e can be n sed as wha t Gl azer c alls an 

" e thnic shorth3nd ' ~ ' II ••• the t radit j.oml ' pa r.ti es h r~ ve t h emselves e t:lployed 

the e thn ic ~lorthand t o dea l with wha t are e ssentially clas s probl ems ." 15 

Not only i s thi s man ipn1a tion of' r a ces wi t hin the politica l sphere 

a perversion of the meaning and functions of democratic g overnment, but 

it also produces some conseQuence s for the rRc es inyolved. ~,:e saVl how, 

in the south, this kind of situa tion led to the disfranchisement of the 

Neg ro es , but this is only p art of the story. Another by-product is 

r a ci s t ideology, which s erves to unify public opinion in th e domina nt 

rac e arid justifies wtat eve r action is te.ken. Judge calhoun I s opening 

and closing spee ches to the Hississippi convention illustrate this as 

well as nny other excunple. 

Another effect may he a gene r a l c ementi ng of the relative positions 

o f the rac ~' s in th e society. LUBell sUGgests how the status quo h a s been 

preserv'ed ill fed era l politics in the united state s. ~The stratagem has 

been to pla yoff the Horthern l;e g l'o and the white southerne r a ga inst 

one another so as to yield the negro some ga itl fl , but never as much as 

promised nor too much at one time • ., 16 

The importa nt pra ctical lesson tha t can be learned from the Negro 

disfrnIlchl seme nt during r e con s truc tion is tha t mere politica l rights are 

not enoug h for a s a ti s factory as s imila tion. This can only happe n when 

the l\iegro e s ha ve , on a larg e sca l e , ac clutred enough wealth and power, on 

an indiv idua l level, to protect themselve s on the politica l front so 

tha t their vote c a n serve r a ther than hBl'ffi them . This me8ns 8 di s tribution 

of the };es r oes over th e s oc i a l ar..c1 e conomic sp ect rum of the si.>c iety 

on son18"lhat t he S aI118 prcportio n. 8S the t;eneral d i s tr ibuti on ; the.t is) a 
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i n re l at ive1r inCOl;le l evels. 

'!'h is i s not a novel idea ; it \'iaS t he bas is of the soluti on proposed 

both by Freder ick Doug l ass and l a t er , by Bo oker '1.' . wash i l\!~ ton. Th ey saw 

thc!t a sma ll el it e o f Kegro es was not enoug h alone; it had t o be a wide-

spread change . Washing t on put hi s vie ws into prac tica l spplication i n 

his Tuskege e Inst itute ill Alabama , and he stre s sed the fact tha t a genera l 

uplifting of the l'Tegro wa s in the intere sts of the whole na tion. This 

was neve r more true than toda y. 

We can also project c ertain implications from the analysis in anothe r 

direct ion. This in relat ion to the methodology of the study of race 

relations as a whole. l\[any books and studies have been undertaken on 

the question of r ac e prejudice end discrimination. These attempt to 

show that thes e ma tters are of a psyc}::olog1cal na ture, coming from within 

the individual in a va rie t y of 1/1ays. The causal factor mey be identifie d 

as "frustraticn-a~~ress ionll or the Ilscapegoat effect" or just sheer 

i gnorance, but in these and other ca ses, there is an abstm ction from the 

soc1al context, a foriiLUl a t ion of uuniversal sl! about the na tur e or ha bits 

of men. I 
The conclus ions drawn from thi s project cannot support th ese app-

roach e s in any way. The patterns identified from the analysis of the 

Mississippi convent ion , both in the speeches and from the divisions, 

shoVT tha t the Negro disfranchi seme nt d epended almost entire ly on the 

realitie s of the so cia l cont ext; on the economiC and politica l interests 

of the white c ount i e s. A p sych olog ica l anal~r s is might demonstra t e the 

me ch8nic s of hOYT di sc rimin ation orig ina t ed from the social context be came 

transmitt ed t o the mind of the indiv i dua l , but from the evidence in thi s 
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proj ect ) I c ennot Ece liON this lino of me thodoloE;Y c a n extend 8ny 

fB rther th an this. 

Th ere if1 no ref.lS On v;hy the fi m-d. \lords should not be o})tiwistj.c. 

Both the E"tpproa ch t e.ken to this topic, as wo ll as the evj.d.ellce and 

conclusions drawn fr om it he.ve hEd a non- G.8terfll ini st ic t OIle. I em 

not f-.of3tula t.ing t he ultin·:[\t e pe rfectibili.ty of' Eta!) , but on th e other 

hc. lld , I em c erteinly no t ~():i.Dg t o eccept t he view tha t 1'8 Ce p roblem::; 

H:r.e jllna teJy insolubl e . A J)lul'n11s tic soc 5. e ty in the lmH ec1 ntH t e~; is 

not i mposs ible and the p olitica l participation of the Negroes wldol' the 

conc.itions ne cesf::ary to llla ke the ir vote a r ea l bene:fl t t o them l;l tW\; 

ult imately be the route t o thi s end . 
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TEYE H. TUHN £1> .... : .... .. Itllwumt..:l, ., .: .......... : .. I1I a nt nch lo ........ :,... " " " 4 ~ Farmer .. :, .......... ... D emocrut. Mnrricci ... .. . . . ;' ... §{;: 
,.G. \V ATW ....... ...... : , ..... llr~dl s oJ1' · ......... ..... .. .. U::n~on: .. . .' ...... :" .. .. . : . " . ". ' 3'>,LflIVyer.; ; ............ Dcmocrat. l lIl!\lT~cd , .. :.;. ,': ' :;: '" :" ,; 
1.1 YA, It C. -WATSON ......... \Ylm;ton ...... .. ............ L OllI svlllo ......... :.. ... .' ' ' '' ' 50IFllrlllcr ... ............ IJcmocrat· l ~lHlTiCcl .... :-: . .'. -;·t ,~.'"".:: 
: G: \VEDD .............. : .... Marion .. : ........... : ... .... Co lumbia .... .......... '. " "" 46

I
Circt. &Cbfln. un Democrat. ;.\rnlTicd ... :::.·: L

, '0 :>' .. 
r. U: ·y l lI.KI XSON ........... CoPiah .. . ... . ....... ; ......... lcrys tnl Springs . .. ... Irehllld ......... &-1 McrehHnt ..... . ; .... . Dellloc ra t .. ,uurricd .. · .. :,'; .. 2 '· .\::; 
I('~"!i. K. ' V I NCI/ESTE!: ... AdnillS ! ..... : . ...... ; .... ; . NIlI~!J?z .. . , .. , .. , .... .. Jlli SS i,. SS iPPi ... 1.1~ I I.JaWYe r: ...... . .. : ..... D~mocrnt. 'I' S !nglo., : ... : .. : ~/.' ~.~ 
'M . D. \ \'ITIlt.: RSl'OO X ..... . Lulld'lo, Kemp , C l!lrke hlondlHn ........ ; ...... - ~' ._. ,' . 21 Lnwyer ........ ... .. ... Delll ocrnL. ~Ingle . .. , ... , ;. '. a"j :.:,'>-.:; 
' .. P. \ VYATT: . .... .... ... : .. Tute ... .. : ....... .. : ......... Coldwator ........ ... . Tcxa~ .... :: .. . .. 6~ Farm er: . . : . ; . . .. : ... D cmocrut. 'I MnrriCd .. : ~ .. . "; ~ " \~'-.-t 
' ~,r : ,~.: YEr.O~H ... •• . : ... ... . Wash ington : : ...... ,: .. ~ .. Grc~n~ill e .::; .......... . Mi,s,siEs ippi ... (i0I~.J~ \~Yr,: :; ": "''' '' :. : , De~ll ?CrnL i\~a,n~~e~l ... :::;: :· : .. ~ ':;,:-..~, 
,K "W IL~O N ..... : .. ........ . . Secratary .................. J ackson ....... " ..... : .. III iss iss ippi. 31

1
J oUrIl!\1 jst &i Far, .. Democrat. ~lD.rried ...... : . , !: ·r' 

.L . i; [ Aln'lN . .......... .. .. .. !Rcadin g Cl er k . .. ......... Jackson ......... ...... II \ 30ll'ulJlisher.. DcmocmL'IS illgl ?. ; .• :: ... ': ;': ~':'. ; 
])1,;1'10 ..... ... . .. ...... . ..... ,J ournal Clerk ............ Vi cks burg.... .......... " , 50,L awyer & Clerk ... De l11 ocl'uL..illtllTl cd ... : .. , : . \!: 

. H. 1\[,\ DDgK.: ........ ,' ... Enj'olli l! g Clerk .. .... ... lIIndden,(Lcake Co) " 30!F armcr & M e reht. Democrat.. ~ I nlT i ~d ' ..... . : , ' 
LHU ' lI ARRlS ... -.... ... ...... Scrg' t·at-Arms ...... .. ... I0=>:ford............ .. ....." 2riSludent & .. Ulerk ... DaJ11ocrnt.. S in g le .. ...... . :-
II , IV [NSTI':'\ D .......... '" Door!,coper .. : ............. Y uzoo City..... ........." 47/Fnrmer , .. _:: . ......... . Democmt. ~1 1\·rri C. 'cl ... : . . 

r.~s J~IZZIE YE1WE1\.. ..... Postmistress . .. .... .. ... :.IJ uckwn .. .. .. ......... ." . , . . .. Studont:.: ....... ·. "':." D em.orm l. S ingl e, ..... :::.} . 
l - : ': .;:. 

' J P AGES- J ames H.. vach. Frank Pins oll , E ngc ll e L{ cue r, J ohn Buck, \ Vill J ack, Du nb:t r H older, 'ri lli s Caiupbcll, )0 . E\':ln s . ..-
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:~ :. " : ,- . C' . 674 ' . ' .:' CONSTITUTIONAL" CONVENTION. ." ., : .' 'i~"'~" " - . .... ~ v ... .iTlrU1.'r6NAL>CO~VE~TioN·:·: ~ ·r~ . .':'.~ 675'>"; . 

} . :~" :: .. ,' .... ,',':' fiscal )'e~r,~ t()tll e ' G ovel'n o1'of : this S I,ate, a ~'~port 8howin g ' . JK,' 'r~spe~ti vel) )'i ~ ';sQme ' n:ewspap~r~r'ne\~spa ners of the ·dis.; , ". 

: . ~ '. . 

. :'; < .. <. '" . : . the CO~QltlOn of th e levees, and recommendl11g such addi- . t ,;;;'· ' trict. - , .. ,, ' , ..... "... . . , . :.'., :: .,,;.''''': .. , ,~, .. ,< .' 
~'~:~,,~ .>,~ , '! !; . ' tion:111egi sI:1tion on the subject of the system as shall be r~) .: ' '.' '.' .: : ',.,: ' ; ~' " ~ , 
",,':< '. " .0 thought necessary, and showing .the receipts and expendi- ~ .'<;" ")',ARTICLE XII.,:,:: .'; 

: .. '~;c , :,.;.: . t:-ll'es o~ the board, so that e.ac~ item, the amount and C011- . {A '. ~ ,- c', " " .: : . . : ~:' .'," ';: ' ,: .:. 

SlderatlOn therefor, ~~lall dlstmctly appear, together with l:::i: l'RANC.tII"E. .~',: ' ' ~' . ' .' , 
. such o~her matters as lt shall be thought proper to call to the fT SEC. 240. All elections by the people shall be by ballot. ';.; .: ' : .. ~ ,,:: , 
'. attentlOll oUhe Leglslature. i':I SEC. 241. Every male inhabitant of this State excepL, . . :.' ." " 

. SEC .. 2~6, . The Legislature shall im pose for levee purposes, . ;;,j . ,idiot,s, ins.ane persons aod Indians not taxed , IV ho is ~. citize~ """,:\" ':, :: ". ", :' 
~n ~ddltlOn to the .levee taxes heretofdre levied or author- k~ of ~he ynlt~d St.atei', twenty-one years old and .upwards, \\:ho '::" .' :.' ' . ~: . ;~., ;. ; 

. lzea bylaw, a ul1lform tax of not less than two nor more f'\~ hasreslded lnth1sStatetwoy ears,andoneyeanntheelectlOn '" '. ", . ' 
than five cents an a.cre,pel" annum upon evp,ry acre of land r~ district, or in the incorporated city or town, in which he offers ' '." ,:> 

. now, or hereafter embraced withil~ the limits of either or r,~ to vote, and who is duly reg istered as provided in this article ' : .. 
. '" ';:" ' .. both, of said lilVe~ districts . . The taxes so deri ved shaU'be r:~ and IV ho h~s .never been con victed of bribery, burglary, tbeft: . " '. .. .. ' :;: 

",.; ,'. pai.d into ' the treasury of. the levee boa.rd .of the district in t/~ ~r~on, o,bta.ll1ll1g m,~ney or good~ under false pretenses! per-. · . . '<,,, "-' 
Il lll eh the land cl1::l.l"Q"ed WIth the sam e 1S sltuated' and th o ,,<1 JUlY, fOlgery, embezzlemcnt or bIgamy, and who has pald,on: . , . ' . 
Legislature, by th c a ct imposing said tax, shall ~uthorize ,b~ or bcfore the firstday of Februa.ry of the year in which h.e . '. . , ';; ", 
said levee boards to fix the annual rate of taxation per acre t,:,~ shall, offer to .vote, all ta~e s wInch may have been l egallyP~~4' CV'-< 
within the limits aforesaid,. and. thereby require s~id levee i.;~ req,:-lred ofhlr:-1,andwl:llch he has had an ?pportunity of-tWUvo ". , '.' :::-,: 
boards, whenever a reductlOn IS m<lde by them 111 their i! pa,ylt1g accordll1g to law, for the two prccedll1g years, and . . :, .l . 

othe r taxes, to make a proportionate red'uct,ioll" in the acre· . ~:1 who sh~ll pr,)ducc t ,) the officcrs holding the elcc;tion sa t.isfac- · '," . . ::.: 
n~n On ~ j.,n~n;~ j., .. ~n,.n ",; (!;,tioned; but sai.d acreage tax shall ·k:..~ tory .e vldence tbathc bas pa.ld.said taxes,is dec1ar.ed to be a ~P.""~~ 

, . . not ue red uced belo w two cents an acre per ann um; and all . !;'i,A quahfied el~ ctor; but any mllllster o~ .the gospel 111 charge . • .. '''. '', ,'h ~. ,"., . 
:; .. reductions in such taxations shall be, uniform in each of .~:J! of an orgamzed church shall be entItled to vote after six: . .... . ":', , 
.. /. said districts; but tbe rate of taxation need not be the same j;;~~ months residence in the election district, if otherwise qu;di~ "> 

, . 
',: .. ,.\:;:-:;.: <.~, . ..... 

" ~.J",:, .. 
.~ ... / . , ~ 

.j r ;', 

, ~:".t:::·' 

, ~ : 

. < ;": 
.- ::,~ 

"': 

in bot.h of them; and such specific t a xes sball be assessed . ; ;:1 fied . ' . ' . ' . ' 
.",'. " .on the same a.."~,,",,,,~;Jent roll and collected under the same ("J, . SEC. 242: The Leg1slature shall pro \' lde by law f01" the reg- ;.' '., 

, . ppnal~ies as the ad val~rern t~:,es for levee. purposes, and ,shall . f;t istrctti~n of all ~.ersons en~itled to vote at ,allY elect~on, and " ', .. . : .> ..'., .. ~.::,. , 
~e pald at th e ~ame tlm~ w1th the latter.' And no ·lev.eo . t~~t all.p~lsons.off~l~;,g to regl5'ter shall talre .the followlng oath ' ," . '~, ':.' , ' " 

.' . .. ooard shall'ever be permItted to buy lands when sold to!" tr , or ,tfhrmatlOll , . I ----.--, do solem.nly swear (or affirm) ,. " 
. ' . ... taxes; but tbe State shall have a prior lien for the taxes (t that .~ am twe!,ty-one years old, (or I ,l'n11 be befo.re the next ', ', 
:." .·:;· due thereto . . The Legislature may provide for'the discon- t5;~ electIOn 111 tllli3 county) and that I wJll have res1ded in this ' .. 

- " .,,'.' ,, :' : .. ' ' ti.nuftnce of the tax on cotton, but not in' such manner as to tYf St,ate two years,and;. -.-- electio~ district.?f--- county ' .. ,· 
': ' ,. :orr", ,: (",~~ f "" rl;", ,, h" nds based on it., and on the discontinl~:) f,':'if one ye~l.r next precedll1g tbe ensuIng el.ectlOn or (if it be ' 

:'; ~>:-; "' :, ' . ance -of the tax on cotton, shall imposc another tax in lien y~'t, · . 6L~tc:.d ll1 .thc oath that .t11c per30 n propos1l1!3 to rcgi stel: is a . .. 
ther eo f, but the Legidature may repeal the acreage tax re- ;'~~ lmn~"ter of t2!e~gospelln charge ~f an orgamzed cbll;rch, then" .' 

, q uired to be levied 'pereby, after ,the first day ofJ an ~ary ~ A, !;;r.t :t v{l,ll be sumc~en t to a ve~ th e.rell1,tI~o ye~rs ,resldence 111, ' ... 
. D 1895. ' " \ ." r:,~· "he State and SIX months 111 said electlOll dlstnct) and am,'· .. .', 

'S' 237 ' 1'h L \ : 1 t h 11 h . f 11 : t . 'de i( :,J )1,)W in good faith a resident of the same, and that 'I am not :~ .. '." 
EC, . ' e eg1s a ure s a ave u po,ver 0 provl ,,,: ~. d' l'fi d f ' . . . .. . . . f . ' f· ·d 1 d" . . h 11 Ii. '1 13q ua 1 e .rom yotlllg by reason of ha V 111 rl been con vlCted . 

'--; ~'.-; ' " ', 

sur.h s \ s tem 0 taxatlOn Ol sal evee lstncts as lt sa . " :'.'i of a 1 . e d' th C t'f t' fOtI" C't t .: ;". ' ,,', , . " ., . . d' . '. ,! .. ,. . l Y cnm name ln e. ons ,1"U IOn . 0 . 11S ' Cl a e as a · . 
. , : . 11om MUle vv ".u~'? u"~in Wls,e an . plOpel . i;';\ disquali6catioll . ,to . be 'an elector ; .tha.tI .will truly ' an- " 

~E.C . ,23~ .. N0 propel'tysltuated betwcen the levee and the ,y ~ swer all questions propounded to me concerning my ante- , 
. MISS1SSlppl n~er shall be taxed for levee purposes, nor· "ha!l fA : cedents:so far as they relate to my right to vote, and also as -
. cia~age be pal<:l to any owner of latl:d so s1tuated because oflt ::'~. to my r,"sidenc8 before my citizenship in this district; that ,; '. 
bell1g)eft o~tsIde a ley-ee. , . .' {J I will faithfully support ,the Constitution ~of th ~ ,United ' .·';-

SEC . . 239. The L~gls1 ~ture ?hall req~llre ~he levee boards (1 ' StaLes and oi 'the State of Mississippi; , and. will, bear true ; ; 

, .;. ': .. ' ,. " 
c' ~ 

'-" ,<!.,' " . , ~ . 

. ,':, : : ' ~~;. ...... :.: 
. " i " : . . '. ", to I'm bIJ"h at each of then SeSi3lOnS, an Item ized aCCOll n t ell1- fr··of faith and alle(Yiance to ·the .same." So helD . m e God." , . In '," 

\~' ;:r:'~>" .. " oracing their.re~pectivf' receipts since the pr~or session, and )- J l'~gist~rin(S yo~e r:;; in cit,ics :md ,t?Wl1S, not . ..vholly,in on,eelec-,. ,' .. ,~" c . ' ,: ,,~ 
~ .}(";. ~ " " 1 such , appropr~a~lOns as pave been ~ade , or Oldere~. by them. \,-".3 tlOn dl~tXlct, t4e name of such clty. or , town may be substi- .- .. , . 

I~ : , ..... ", 

\;~:;:;:L'r}1'1:::;( ':' : '" '.' <: '~ . :"'~~:~;'::'~':::'~':':' ~ ':~~~: :/:: '\~:, ,:~' . . '-" , : :. ,':" ' ::lt~" · :«:~~>'~.::'::;~<i ·' :'f,.~,:,:; · . , .. '.-" S;UR~E>J~U~~l 'Of ~h~· "J.: .: ...... ':>~::" " 

~\,:'·;;fi':,Tif:: .~· :(;' :i,:. : .••. '. ;. . ' ,·:; ,j;:~<fJfZ~2~:;:;~~?'~f}:; ·':: " ~',; , :~;~!~:;;!;,/;d:?~t:}~,,;?~~:~;~];~}:0;');X?J:r~::'i,;'~r;;~,ii\FE:::'~;;:::.; ::', '/\~;' ';: . Con~:,~:ion/~: ~;~,~5:'79. >:"·,p<,,,.,lf:':" 
, :,. 



.; ./ ... . 676 , ; :;~ .... .1 CONST~~j:~'ciN AL CONVENTION ,.,:,.,,::'-':- ':~ , " ; . r,' f:, · '.'. :"';',. , ',' . .,:"':.n?';·' CONSTITUTION.U; ·· CONVESTION; .~." . " ' ; "0 U . : ., ' " '. . '. ;.. .. . . 

.: , " . . .. ' " tu ted i~ t heonth fo< t he ele~tio n dist,; ,t., An /'; iifu lnn(\ " .; . .. 't"k;~la~e: ~ta~ y tiin~;pi; 0 (t; ,£h'~~1 eeti o~ ' . " na ' nope;;o h'·.,;':· : .. ::: ,,, ' ' 
. ' ,.;' ···· cor~u J2t false s~:1tcmen t in ;aid n:tlida. v.it, or in :l.n·slVer to :1.Dy ';~. :~" who, ;tn re:sp~ct to age. and residence, .wonld'become ~'ntitle(t~ ;: .. ::"~'~-'~~::" ;~~.: " ~'::~ f: 

mn.tenalquestlOn propounoed as herem authorIzed, shull bB .. ~. ' ~' to :ote, :vlthm the stud four .months, sh:111 be excluded from ...... :' " . ~. ' ; ' :;", ';':.' ~ 

P
erJ'tuy. ' . . ! '. ' . '. . ' c, .:. -, .~. regIstratIOn Oll account :. of his want of: quaIl' C'.IC"tl'on .... 1:. th o .:. '. ':' . ~~. ':. : , .. :-:: ' .. 

J ' " . • f. • f' . . ., 11 u.. ... . ' ,""v e .. { .". " , I';' t 

. ' . SEC. 243. ' A uniform poll t:lX ef two dollars, to be useu. in ' \' ~t tIme 0 regIstratIOn " ' ·'A.' : ',-- . ; .'. ' : '. .,:' r" ; . ':[r " ;':;~:,,) . ,.,,<~ 
.p oJJ ?-id of the common schl)o ~s , an~ for 'no oth.er~urpose"is heroby . j .. \ : .. ~E~. 25~ . . '~he term of office o(all'el~ctive; oilice'rs 'u'ildel' " . . .. .:; ;c.1 

." . .... TeD( ,,_ . .'. unposed on every male l~habltant of t hIS :::;taLe bet-wcol! tbe ~ :J tJ;IS Cc'ns~l~utlOn shall be four y~ars, except us otherwise pro· , . . .. i: -<-

::\;c,; of twenty. one a~1l1 SIxty years, exc~pt persons who are ~'. ,.[. vlded
1 

hel em. A gC,neral electIon for all elective 0fficp.rs 
" " 

' ... . I 

," : deaf and cl~mb or blInd , 0:: who arc maImed by loss of hand ( ? shall De held on the ruesday next· after the first Monday of 
. or foot; srud tax to b.e a h en only upon t ax:lble property. ! •.... { Nov~mber~ A. D., .1895, and every four (4) ye::trs thereafter ' 

The. B.on.rd of SupervIso rs of an.y coun ty may, fo r. thepurpo~e (i~ Pr01)'~ded, 1 h~ Legislature may change the day and datc of 
of aId mg. the ?om mon schoo~s In th~tt county, lllcre.ase tho Ll.i: g.cnern.l electlOns to any day r..nd dat~ in October, November 

' poll tax ll1 saId county, but m no cnsa shall the en tHc poll . !.J or Decem_bel'. . . . . ~ .... 
;" . C"'." . ',' " ta:x e.xceed in any ooe year three dol1:1rs on each poll. No ti' SEC. 203 . . The Legislature may by a two-thirds vote of .. ,' 

cl'lm;n c-..l proceedlOgs shall be allowed to enforce th e collee· l :~ ~ ~O~l hou~es, of all mc:mber~ electcd, restore the right of suf- ' 
.: i; . .." tlO11 of the poll tax. \ . ~' fra"e to any person dlsquahfiedby reason of crime' but the 
';'i, . ... : .. ~'.: .. . ..., : . • SEC: 244 . . 00 and aftc:.- the ~r?t day of Junu~ry, ' A. ~., ?:~ r?asons therefor s~Htll be spread upon the Journals,' and the 
.!. . \ • . . • . • , . .' 1892, every elector shall, 111 addl tl.on to the foregomg quallfi- ; :,~ .,ote shall be by yeas and nays. ' . .'. .. '.. " 
~'-..Iv'vQ...I\-{NVI.c.~cat i ons, be ablc to J'c!l.cl any sectlOn of the Constitution of (J. .. I " . 

. cJ-4~ I' tbis Stat?; or he.shall be able to t~nderstan<l.the same whcn . Lt; ." ~.. ARTICLE XIII. _ .. 

: ~ 

. ::.~ ;!.: ~ ; J" 
:,j >::":" . ~ 

;' ~ 

.. ~. ,-
~ 'J'l, 

:(G 
.~ . . :j i ( , J 

. -. 
, , ~~ t , 

, t~ ~ . " 

. :>~::i~i' 
.;'" ~:::i:j~ 

!'-;. 

'. " ;' .: ,l~ 
I. ' i I ." . .... . re:tdto hIm, or gIve :trcaso nable mtcrpretatlOn thereof. A >~" " J' 

< n ew l'e~is tration shall be mace h ,:,r0 ~' C th e !11>~t Pl1c:uing elec- r.,;::,,V., ,/, . ," . APPORTIONMENT. . . f J h fi . D 8{) <) ~ J . ". '- .. .... .. .. ,. ' . ' . .. ", tlOO a tel' anuary t e Irst , A. ., 1 UOJ . . . y .. ~ , ' . . ' . -. . . ...•.. ' :: ... .. ,' ' \.: ' .. ~ 
-:;.' .\ " SEC. 245. Electors in municipal · elections shall possess . :;:'l! . SEC . . 254. 1: he . number. of Representatives in the Lowel' .. , . >:;::, 

. all t1.1e q u.alifications herein ~rescrihed . and such additional \~ ~~u :; e 0\ the Le~l?lature shall be ~ne hundred and thirty~ "; . , - " ~ -~ ' <:::;. 
!)\l~l1ficatlO ns as may be pronded by law.. . .. . ·t\~,. ,.re.o. to e appoltlo~ed as follow s : . . .... :. :: <~ 

., ... . .. .. ..... '. S EC . 246 . . Prior to the first day of January, A. D., 189(), : :~~. Flfst- The countIes of Choctaw, Covington, Greene . ' :: , . 

.. . ' .,. :. '. . the ele?tions by th~ people in .this State shall be regulated by ~. c; , . ~a~cobk, J~saquel:a, Jones, .L a w.rence, .. LeHore, . :Marion: 'c' ~' ... : ,: - - <:;"" : i~; 
.~ • ; .. an ordInance of thiS qom·entlOn. . '.. . ., . ' .. . \ .,r· .es.10 n., .' - e[11.1 RIver, Perry, . ~\l1tman, . ?cott,. Sbarkey. . ~<':; ':.~~;:. 

. . ... . SE.C, 247 . T~) c LeglSlat.ure shall ena?t laws to secUre fan- J.\ ~lm~)S~~" ,. Smlt.h, Sunflower, Iallahatchle, . rl'lshomingo~ .. .:..;' .. ',; :>: 
.. ,c. i ( \ ,' , .. • :. : ., . ness 1).1 party pnmary ~lectlons, con ventlO ns or other methods I.J t U? ,c,v, ,'vVayne and Webster, each shall have one Repl'esen· ' . . .::. ;<, 
', .. \- ......... ...r(N,vy...v..) . of nammgpfHty. cand Idates . . ' .' ,. .. . ~< !. atl :e. _ '" . ' . . ' , .:.-.1:;', 

SF.C'. 2-±S. SUitable remedies by appeal or othorwlse shall f;;>' Second, ;f.he coun~lCs of Alcorn, Amite, Attala Bolivar '. ' ;'.",; 
'i; ' ;!j 1/ ' .'. .. :." b.e lJIV v 1l.~C;J by law, to corr~ct illPZ:l1. or im propcr registra- ~;t ~~~h~l;~: ?~1rroll, ?b~ckasaw, Clay, qoahoma, DeS~to, Kem~ ' .. .. .. . :.!:::;:,::; 
•. ,. :. : .. tlOn and to secure the electlve franchIse to those who mtty ... ~~.; . . h·~l 'l · . ' · l 'fette, l\~.tdl s() n,. ~elVton, PIk e. P on totoc, Prentiss, (:~.~ . ~ 
':''..: :' :, be illegally or improperly denied the same. .. . . F';' h:?-nn, ' .:;te, Ul1lon, .Wllkmson and Yalobusha, each shall 

. .(.: .. ~ . 

,," . .'. SEC. 249 . No one shall be allowcd to vote for members .of [,;·, "'~ e .t wo .neprescn~atlves . . .. .. , .. 
.; :.~ .. :, . the L egislature or oth~r O~1ce rs who has n ot ?een duly regls- .~ } . N .~lllbcl-~le countleS of Coplah, Hol.mes, Marshall, .Monroe, ,< ,,' 

i: .. ' • ....:N-ytcred und er .the ConstltlltlOrl a nd I~ws of tbl.S State , by an 1.'; :,:, thO
•
LU l?e, ~ anola, .-Warren and Washmgton; each shall have ... ' . ... :::' .; ~ 

. ~7 '.~ '~~-:', 
. '.: .! 

~ officer of tlns State lop- ally authol'lzed to rerYJste r the voters ." ':": rce nepresentatlves. , !' . . , .. .. ... .. ":",,~ 
the re.o!. And rcgi stratio n" u n,c1er th e C~nsti tnti.on . and laws Tr, lUJ ~ourt~-Th.eC! cou~t~es o,f Fran klin and Lincoln ea~h' shall . I. . "> .• \:> ~:< ~: .. ;; .. .. , '. 

-' 
, of thIS State by the proper officers of thIS State IS hereby de- ·k. . ,i1~ onv ~eple ,ent,:,tlVe . ar:-cl a Floater between them. .: ---:: <. >.; 

. elared to be an esse?tial and necessary qu ali fic~tioll ~o vote . .L:'i .. ~.: F~th- ~ ~1e coynt!cs of r~l ppah a nd Bentonea,ch shall have . . t>':f; 
at a nv an d all electIons. . . .. , . ..' . ,. . ,!! . !leo "epre"en tatlve and a :Dloater between tbem. ·. . ; . . ' . ':" ' . ~" 

• ,,: : ... ,._;. -,.:.: : . . . S?c. 2.50. All qualified elect~rs and : ~o ·~tbers.sh,all b.e Til: .. h;;lX:th-The~ cou llti~s of Claiborne and JciIerSOJ1 each
c 

shall ;:. ~'." <:~.< 
. . ehglble to office except as othcrWlse provJQcd 111 thIS ConstJ- .t 1 . . ; c: e OIl:1Re.j=" esen tat! V? and a Float':)]' betwcen them. ;, .' •.. ' ,.' : .. .. . , . .. . ;:",> 

tl1 t iOIl . .. . '. . ' .. ":.;",, :f ' ; ;: 1·' ,~e Ve2v.l- rhe Goun.tJes of Clarke and Jasper 'each shall " .. . '~';':< '.' ...... . 
; I ... ,:.< .. ~_ .. ~ . . . ' DEC. 261; .. Electai's shall not be reg i ~ tcred I\' ith_~ .. four ::;,:' " Ja~? 10 ~eRri'prese otu.~lve and a Flo:tter bet.w ee n thecu.:" .< ..• -:.:'~ : "'."." '': <' :. '. r 

',. ,, ~ '~. v ,,.' .months next before anv ej ection at which they may 'offer to :! :' ; .' 'J' J.dg.l Ln- ... he countIes of. Grenada .and Montn-omery each" :' :"~ '. -:::f ."':. ' .:: ,',~ 
, .. " . . . ". , " 'd 'ld ' . 1 1 •. " .. 8 1 a11 ha ve one Rep es t t · , 'I"l b b . . . .,.. . .. . -, . . ~ .;.:;: \4: 2 .<"i., .: '1otc; but appea~s may bo be~r .me eter11lll1eu ~n(d'eVlSlon 3". ,.: ~ . . , .. ;': . . r ,en. ~ l veana a :.' oater etween thc~, :.'~ . ,~;, .. ~., .~::. , :, 

, '. p~~~ . .... ' ·.'7;'···· . . .•... " ," ',.,. . . : .;,:.~ . " ""{;?' 2'~ ,',.'>;""': ""-: ':.;':.:,;,,::;.: -," ';<. : ,~, .:;.:,:. ~~~,'~ 



<,' . . , ' ., . . ; ';,678 '· ··:- CoNsTIT·uTioNAL",CONVENTION. : . .. :' . ~ ;.,' .. .. ',,\ , ~ .. , .GONSTITUTHJNAJ, vv.,,\ . .c.J.U~V~" ~'· ' .. ' '': .<. ..; " "." :. ' . : ~ 
~:. . .. . ~: .... ''..:~).-:';~:, • ..!.< .. . ~~. ..: : ' .,', .. .. ~ ~ .. :. ' j •• >- ':.: ... ,' '... .. ..... ". " '.~ . .. >. ; ~, .. ~ ., . .'{., :'.~ .'~.'~.~ '. :·t' " \~:" ~:' . ... ,"', . ',' , ..... : ..... : ~ . >" :'," • '-, -', . . / .•. . . - : , ' ," '. ' . . :'. -. . . .. • 

. ... .... .. ~ . " . " ... ~ '. Ninth- The counties of Le:i.h' nnclWi~st6'n ea~hshaii ha"8 .: <'.:::';, '·i;<Yh'tli'· ·· ··The ;'.counties '·:of. ;,Lincoln :·arid ; L'awrence :-- tbe .': ', ,:,,:, ; ',,:" : : ' ~ ;: } f4-' 
, ',:, ' ;~~ ,:',. onl3 Represen tati ve una (1. Floater betwcen th~m. , -; , ~ ' .. ~';,' :. i .:" Ei ghCthDlst1'ict,andelectoneSenatol': ~ ' ' . t · .>'. . .. ... <' .' ... ..! . . ; ~)~ ; <';J 

; .' ... . :' " .. ' " .. ': , .. . . Tenth- The counties of Harrison and In.ckson,.eacb:shall t ~. . ': Nin:th~'rhe count)' of Adams ,.the .Nlnth Dl~~::ct, an,delec,t" \. . ! . : ~~ .. , : . 

. ",: _ :;" ', . '~' have o:1eReprese ntative and a Flon.terbctween them.. . ';,~ . - oneSenator. .. : : ' . .. -. .. . _ . . ' " ,_ ; .. .. ' J . ·~r "' . ·· ·.;·;: :", .) 

.:. ;, :. Eleventh -=-The county of yazoo shall have t h ree Represen- . 1,) . -: Te n th~The ' cou'nties or Claib.orne and ~ efferson: :~e}enth . . '. " ... -' :' :~:)'T ~,''" 
.: •. , " tatlves and the county of HHlds shall have three HcpreseJita- i ' ~: :;Di strict, and elect one S0I1ator, " , . ' '" < . ,' .....~, ;.:; . . ,' " 
. -' - t ives, and th ey sball have a Floatcr behvcen them. ' . . : \. ~ .' IDle venth-'rhe county. of Copiah the ,Eleventh Dlstnct, ., . : "' .~':, ·'l: 

. :.:, . .. . .... "" " . Twelf~h-The county of Lauderdalr. ~hall hase ~h::ee Rep. ~ : : an c1. clect onC' Senator. . . .. .. . . . ... . . . .. . ." " , : :~. ',\,-i. 
, .. . ... ". resen tatlves, on e to be ejected by the Clty of Mendlan one ~ < .,'··· 'l'welfth- Thecountles of HInds and 'Warren tbe Twelfth . , n .• . ~ ~ . 

',), ':: .: ' . .' :. 5 :;~ ; by the ?ounty, outside . t~e city limits, and one by the ,;.bole t . ~ District, and elect one Senator en.c~l and a Senator . b~tw~en · . " . - , . . :' 
.,'. . .. : . ,: .. '" county lllcludlllg Mendlan. . .. , .' . ' ~. ':'. . them, to be chosen from tbe conntIeS alternately, begmmng ',.. " 
. :~ ' \' , , ' ~ ,' T hir teenth-The count y of Ac1r:ms outside?f the city of ' ~ .} with H inds. . ,:, . '. . .' J ' ~ . . ',;': . 

. : <. -,:.' . Xatchezshall havy one RepresentatlYeanc1 the CltyofNatchez ¥.- :: . TlJirtcenth-Tho conntlOs ofScott and, Newton tbeThlr. " ':' : 
'.': . .':~", . " : . one Represen tatlve~ '.' f" ;' tecn th District,' and elect one Senator. ,,: - " : ":," 

.~; \: . ~ ,:' _"" .. FOUl:t~enth-The county of Lowndes shall have three Rep. r;,~ '~ l"our?eenth--'l'he county of Lauderd:tle) tbe Fourteenth ; , .• ' '"" .. ~: :;~ ~ ':. 
Tesen tatlves, two of WhOr:1 shall. be elected by t hat part of the t ·) District, and elect one S~nator;.. . . . " . . •. :::,' :_ .>':~~:j : ,,( 
,county east of the Tomblgbpe nver, and one by that portion .f: ' Fiftee nth- The cou ntle::! ofh .. emper and Wmstol'l the Fd- .. .. : .. ' 

. . of thc county wes t of said river. . •. . . .. ' . . . ' ' 1 "~ l' tecnth District, arid elect. oneSen~ltor, . . , . . . .. ..' . :> "':i\: ' ~. 
, Fiftee nth-The cou nty of Oktibbeha sho,ll hn.ve two Rep, .~ . ~ Si:<teenth-The connty ofNoxubce the SlxteenthDlstrICt' .: .. /i ~ ' , 

resentatives, one of whom. shall be. elected by that portion ! ; and elect one Senator. .. ' . ' . ' T 1 ' . ' .\: ';:'~: ' . I, 

of the county cast of the hne runn1l1 g north and sou th be. t ·t Seventeenth- The countIes of Leal ... e and i\eshooa the . ,r .": ' '~~ 
twe~n ranges thi rteen and fou ~'te en , and the other by th!l.t ~\ Seventecnth District) and elect one .Senator. , . , .' ' . ' .. ,: ... __ "-k.:~. :: .· , .. ~i ;.'::~i~ 
pc,r~lO.n of the county west of saId line. . '. .. ! .: Eighteenth- The county Qf MadI son thc EIghteenth DIS-

~lxteenth-The county of Lee shall have two Represen- r '~ trict, ~md elect one Seuator; ' " . .. ' . ,,' ' .. ' .'1 . ' 
tatl ves, the county of Itawamba one, and a Floater b6twecn ~. { . . ' N inetee nth-The county ,of Yazoo the N ll1etcenth Dlstnct, . ~\~ 
them . ' . . . . . ' t ~ . ::t.nd elect one Senator. . . . . .. . " , .,: . . ! -

.. ._ Scv.enteenth-In counti es 'divided into .legi slative di s- "L:' .. :;' Twentieth- The couhties' of Sharkey and Issaquena the ,; ', .• ~: .;; :', 
. ~ ' ::' " .. ~' .' , tricts, any citizen of the county eligible for election to the ;. t : 'l'wentieth District, and electone Senator. , . .' . ;-< "<:'; ::; ' !' ,< 

'>:,' < .~;;- . I~ou~e 'of Representatives shall be el igible to represent any · !:~ . .' ':rwenty-first- Thecounty of Holmes the ~,~enty~Frst D15- , . «.:<~,: li ~: 
'; " . : :" ., dlstnct the reof, ; ~: tnct, and elect one Senato r. ' . . .. ,' ;;: ,.; I f " Twenty-::;econcl.- The cou nty of Attala tbeTwenty·Second . ' . ~ i '.'. 

,,~ . Distri ct and elect one Senator, .. . . . . . f r ;: T,vcnty~hir~-Th.e 'c?t1llt ies of Oktlbbeha and . Choctaw 
. f' f the Twenty-Thud Distnct, r.n~ el ec~ one Senator" ,. 

:. '.:, ... ' " ~ ':'.' '. SEC. 255. The number of Senators shall befol'ty-five and t,,~ . 'rwen ty-fourth-T~e countIes of Cb,Y and '~ eb~ter tbe .. . '. ' . . ,,, '''. " . . " ,.~ "" 
.' , '. . are ~pportlOned as f~llows:. ' , ' . ;. !, Twenty-Fonrth Distnct, and elect one ,Senator.,. ' . '. ,:' ., .. . ,\0 ' :> 

" ;;: , . , " '.' '; FHst-T,he cOllntl~s of ~Iar:cock, Harnson and Jackson t L · . ': Twenty-fifth-The county of. Lownoes the 1: wenty-Flfth . " ' . ->:::ri 
.. ;, \ . .. .. : ' ~ . J. .. . shallconstltll te the Fust Dlstnct, and elect one Senator. ; 1' {" .District and elect one Senator. : .' . ' ," ' - ' !. 

' j ' ' .; :'/'. -' . . S econd- The counties of Wayne, Jones, Perry an d Gr~e n e . ~ .~:. ',' Twenty-sixth-The co.unti cs "of Carroll and Montgomery . ~ 
,. , . , . • .. :~ . i '. th e S~con ~l District, .and elect one Sep.ator, . . .. .', l }' th e Twenty-Sixth District, i1nd. clect 9, ne Senato~., ; ' . . i l 

,.' ." .. .Thud- rhe counbes of Jasper and Clarke the Thud DIS· ~ J" _.' Twentyseventh.-:.Th.e c~untlesofLeflore a~1d lal,labatcb.o .. " .: : 
~. '. _" _'-'.~' " tnct, and elect one Senator, . ;' ,. ' . .• . , " i y. thr' Twenty-Seventh Dlstnct., and elect one ::sonator . . . . 

li'ourt,b-The c~unties o~ Si~pson. Covington, Marion and • ~ t.;· Twe nty-q ighth-'rb.c c~untieg of Yal obnsha an.d Grenada' ,. " 
." . ..' , Pea~'1 RI vel', the :B ou,t'th Dlstnct,. and elect ?ne Senat?r . . . . ' I i " the Twenty-E ighth Dls trJc t, and el:ct one ~cnato1. . , . '. 

-. ,Flfth- Th e countIes of RankI n and Smlth the Flfth DIS- : ~ l ' .', Twcnty-ninth-r.r:.~ e .c~\lDti.cs of WashlDgton an~ Sun-. - , i-

:", ';< .. : ":" . . ". tnc~ and elect one S~ nator .. " , ." , .,i J , : fJowerthe Twenty·Nlnth l llstl'let; the.count y ~f \~ashlngton . ~ 
, - . :: . . Slxth- The eountlCs of Plke and Fl'ankhn the SlXt.~ 1) lS- , ;:~ , -" shall elect orie Senato r, J.nd the counties of, \\ ashmg.t9n ~n d_ 

tnct, and elect one Senator. . ~< ;.';: . . 1 :~' ~ 'i : S lln flow e r a Semito, betwecn. them . . : ....: '.;: .: ... . ;: . ' .;.';' :. ' ; . .. . " 
... ~; ",., ,;: ';-: "" . ' Sevell th- Tbe counties : of :Ami te and W ilkinson , the . .. ; ; t , ,: ~ 'J'h irtieth"::'-The county 'of Bolivar the '1'h Irtleth DIstnct, ;: , > • . • . 

. "> SeventhDistyic,t, and elect one Senator. ". , ,' ;'; . '" ':( "",and elect one Senator; " - .. . ,' :" '." ,,: ' 

" .. / :;J --;.: . .:>:.:"i.,:';: " , . <,."-. ,: .. . ,~ : .. ,: .,: '.,: ./ -:. :.;~\~;: '~~;.:>: : ./ .. ';' ~: < ... '. ; ! '::J"""':"' .:, ; ".;: .. ;< ~ ~ :? . , 
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