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INTRODUCTION 

A number of works by the f amous Voltaire involve the 

voyaging of a relatively naive protagonist who, in th0 cours e 

of his travels, discovers the cruelties of the world. 

Hi_~8..a.E. (published in 1752 but probably dating b RCk to 

1739) recounts the journey a cross the universe of a being 

from the planet Sirius and his Saturnian friend. ~~§-jJ;.g (1747) 

takes its main character on a tour through the Orient, 

during which he observes and experiences much. But there can 

be no doubt that the most i mp ortant single composition in 

this genre appeared in 1759 and is far more thorough than 

the others in its examination, far mor~ effectivG in its 

t:;atir:'l.zation, of life l s evils. This is ..Q.andide, Hell knovnl 

as Volt a:tr~ 1 s masterp1ece and, as Christopher Th.9.cker infoT'rrlS 

11B in the introduction to his edition of the text, undisputedly 

o c:eup~ring HIe position cent rale ••• dans la pansee 'de Vol ta:i.ro" '.' 

CD.ndic10 ' constitutes a vehament criticism of all its 8.utbcr 

1"egardB as human follJ. Hu ch of' this c:r'itlcisln falls ln thE) 

ar'68. of' poli tics. 

It is my intention, in the course of this paper, to 

~ . dontil'J Volt a i I'e! s poll tical at ti ttlde s and to shm.."T hOh' h e 

gi ves them emphasi s in C:3.ndi,dc f, I shall a l:3o relate pf:!.S SHgC 3 

in .Q§,;~iis·.:£ GO those :Ln otber Horks by Voltaire, such as the 

p aper will bo divided into four chapters, each dealing with 

, .... 
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a ma jo r the.me. 'r he fi r8 t chapter Hill dis cus s the Seven 

Years ~fal.'" in the li ght of whether or not .Q~id~ ' s account of 

Its causes$ prepara tion s , campaigns, and consoquences is 

hi st orically accurate . The second chap t er wi l l deal with 

the Jesui.ts i n Paraguay as depicted in ~diq~~ and rii ll 

examine whe ther Voltaire had reason to be pre judiced against 

the J esuit; order even before he began work on t he cont!:.. The 

thi rd will describe five major practices regul arly carried on 

in e i ght eenth century France, which Vol t aire thought should 

be forbidden by gove r nment le gis lat i on and which are singl ed 

out to be s ubj ected to sarcasm in .Q£:n~.id.e; tbese a :r.e the 

ens l avement of men, tbe intol erance of cert a in groups on 

grounds of religion, race, or oc cupati on, the cheating of 

di.shones t professionals; the i'l'eqll.ent demand s f or 1ett ro~L..'i~ 

of children to monasteries and convents by parents to whom 

they were an economic burde no The fourth and final chapter 

Vlill examine Eldorado, the mythi cal "land of gold't, from 

two di ff erent viewpoints: as a political ideal, and as a 

political sati r e e 

Acknowl e dgment of a number of regula rly-used 

reference s ources will be incorporated within the t ext 

itself, r ather than indicated in the fo rm of footnote s . 

The s e SOUFces s along wit h t heir a bbreviations, are 

alphabetical l y l i sted below in full bibliographical de t ail . 

l'bey Hill henceforth be r e fe rred to simply by the a bbrevlat i on 

and the volufnB and/o r p8.ge number of the "l arks in brackets 

after the quotatIon or' sentence conc erned : 
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Adams: Voltaire, F.M.A. de. Candide. Edited by Robert M. 
Adams. New York: W.W . Nortori & Co. Inc, 1966 

Barber, W.E. Voltaire: Candide. London: Edward 
Arno l d Ltd, 1968 

Best.:' Voltaire, F.H.A. de. V0.l_~_~3}E..~~_~;£!-~r.~_~E_?ndGE..£~. Edited 
by Theodore Besterman. Geneva : Institut et Nu s~e 
Voltaire, 1953-1966, 107 vo l . 

C. H.H . : _C?.~_~_~)l~id.f;e Nodern Eisto:ey. New Yo:dc: 1'he Na cHillan 
Company, 1909 

Gay: Gay, Peter. Voltaire ' s Politics, The Poet as Realist. 
--.---~-'-".--' ---~ .~ --- • ... - •• ___________ 4 __ • .--.._'1""""::. ____ • 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 19~9 

Keen: 

IVicCloy: 

Volt aire , F.M . A. de. Oeuvres Compl ~tes. Edi t~ es par 
LOllis l1oJand. Pa:ris: GaprJier', IBn::-rE3"E5, 52 vol. 

Vo lt-air'e , F.N . A. de. g.§:nd:ic.!~ o~1;~C2.Et:tmi~. Edited 
by Andr~ Mori ze. Pa r is: Librai r ie E. Droz, 1931 

JV:O l'l Cj': 1'10rley, John. Vo1ta:tre. London : Iv!a cI1i11an & Co . Ltd , 
1919 

Per-nond: 

Po rr18au : 

Tha ckel': 

Top az lo: 

\Jolp e r: 

Pornoud , R~ gine . L' Am~rique du Sud a u XVIII Si ~cle . 
Jl1antes : Imprimerie de tlpet:Jt Mantais\!, 1942------

Pomeau, Ren~. E~~_ R~~.&ioll .. .9.~ V().1j;[-( i!e. Pari s: 
Librairie Nizet, 19u9 

Sareil, Je an. 
Dr oz, 1967 

Essai sur Candide . Geneva: Li brai r ie 

Volt.aire, F. I'1.A . de. Candl <i~~L:~Optlm~E!!!_~. Edited 
by Chri s to pher Tha cker. Geneve : Librairie Droz, 1968 

Top azi o, Virgil W. Voltaire: A Critica l Study of his 
-- . 'I' ..l._ 

I~8_ jo r 10 rks . New York: Bandom House , 1907 

Wolp8Y', Roy S. flCandide--Gu11 i n the Garden ?1t 
EisEto~Qth_CentuPL Stud~Gs. California : University 
o f California Pre s , 1909 
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Three editions of Candide are most frequently quoted 

in this paper. They are the Morize ~ the Adams , and the 

Tha cker editions, given in the list above. The Morize is 

us ed for al l references to the text of the ~onta itself, 

becaus e it is t he a ccepted standard edi tion. The Adams 

and t be Thacker editions are empl oyed because they are 

much mar'€; recent editions, and because both include 

documentation and not es helpful in i nterpre ting the text . 

Also us ed occasionally is J. ll. Brumfitt ' s edition of 

Cendicle 

All original spelling of the time , when it differs 

from the spelling of today, bas been modernized. 

------_._-



I. THE SEVEN YEAHS WAR- -A WAR ON WAR 

History defines the Seven Years War as a series 

of battles, taking pl a ce be t ween 1756 and 1763 and 

involving two distinct spheres of operations : namely 

Europe, where Frederick II of Prussia and his ally 

En gland fought against the coalition of Austria , 

RUSSla, 1<'rance, SHed·en, and Saxo ny, and the colonie s , 

whe re Britain and France clashed over India and Canada. 

Voltaire; the French philosopher-poet , had his 01",)11 defin.ition. 

To him, the colonies were not worth fight ing for, and t he 

European campa igns, provoked by the Prussi a n monarch he had 

once a dmired as a lover of peace, could be sum~ed up in 

two words: unn ecessary slaught er. He bad watched that 

rnonar eb tlJ. Y'rl 1»larrior in 17~.2 and wage a. trea che rous 

ba ttle with Austria to gain 311e8ia. At the time, he 

had written to the ma n he still count ed a friend: 

Au milieu dos callons, sur les morts entass§s, 
Affrontant Ie tr&pas et fixant l a victoire, 
Du sang des malheureux ciment a nt votre s loire 9 

J e vaus pal'donne tou t , si vous eD. gem:L s se z ( Be st ..... , 2441 ) 0 

Now, as Frederick plunge d his country deeper than ever 

into strife, all feelings of amity left Volt a ire. His 
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Not e books, I! :i.HvaLlable when used "'IIi th due caution"; 1 - ... -~. 

pr~3ent us with evidence of his genuine despair at a 

rou s d.e :no t rc esp6ce~ •• tll.ent cent rnille a utres a nim8.u;;::. ~ & 

Que g8gl".t[l done Ie Prllsse, l ' Aut:eicbc, et 10 Saxe, a 
cette Gu~rre pou8s~e avec tant d 1acharnement at 
d ' anl~o5~~ ~ ? TIien que l a ruine mutuelles de grandes 
provinces, des milliers dfhommos ~ sorg6es dont les 
bras aurn1~nt pu, da Qs d'autres emplois, @tre plus 
u tile ,'J fl 18. pat:rieo .) 

Vol tRir8, then, regarded aggressive or religious 

warfare in general, and the Se ve n Years War in pa r ticular, 

G.S a l1l0. jor· 8v11 of 1 i1' 66 Even tbe fl :cst ode he comp o' ad 

:tn ITL3 iltt'o.lt o cl U. probl ~me du mal. C ES mal es t 1a guel~reH 

eour:t:r~l ' backed b:Ls op:tnlon of H8.1' . PeteI' Ga~{~ in hls 

us t ha. t; Lou.is XIV 1.1s..cl conduct od 

a s(.>r.ies of fn,d tless \-Jars in tbe 16UO! s tha.t b8d impoverished 

France end ruined prosperous, pacific neighbours (Gay,p.113 ) Q 

To illustrate tho waste fulness of such conflicts. Voltaire 

_ ._ ..... _ ..... __ .. , __ . ~ ...... .. , ,...~ ...... __ .. _ .,..._. ___ ... __ ...... ' .. .,.,._ .......... ""~.~4_ .. __ ._1 , __ ... --.. •.. __ -.... _ __ ._ 1 ._ .. _____ .. _'. _____ ........... _ .. ., _______ . __ . . " ._. _ _ <-... ___ .... .. ___ • .-..._ ..... _ ........ __ • . - ... - . --_ • • - _.'--_' ___ 6·0 

IT" Besterl1lan~ Voltair'o , Nei4 York: He.x·Gour"C, Bx'ace & W·orJ.d 
Inc, 1969, p .21).----~-

211i.£!'omeE..~£ in R()r!l.~9.E~~L_Con~, Pari 8: Garnier, 1960 ~ p. :L10· 
... 
. ;IGonl'Oleto ;'lcJ'ks of Voltaire :Notebooks, ed. T . Beste:eman, 

~i:~oront()-~" ru;d Tu·.f"falo: -Unii.:'eriIty O{-'i'oI'onto Press, 1968, 1,2060 
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YIV. Not surpris i ngl y, "wax' and diploma cy occupy the 

mo:s"G impoT't8.nt place ll in the Siecle;; )'~despi te the autbor.l s 

claim in the op ening chapter that "the reader pas not to 

expect an undue emphasis on wal.,fl ('ropazio, po 71) , and 

de spi te his professed attemp'e to make the Hork an 

unbiased, non-didactic account of history. The signifi cant 

po int, howeve r, is that battles are not rec ounted here 

per se, but as ex.amples of the suffering and misery they 

p roduce. 5 Volta ire, in this writer1s opinion, ' is concerned 

not so muc h with fact as with illustrating a l esson he 

wishes t o t each. This attitude prevails more st rongl y 

than ever in .£~~~Ud(~> wri tt en Hi th deliberately polemiC 

purpose while the Seven Years War was at it s hei ghto It 

1 8 an attitudE, clearly percepti ble uhen .Q.§tndic3;..e_1 s ver'sion 

of the war is compare d t o history ' s, with resp ec t to causes, 

preparations, campaigns , and consequences . 

~o rea l cause for the war in Candide is ever indicated. 

It is s i mply stated, at the end of the second chapter, tha t 

"l e roi des Bul g8.res livra bataille au roi des Abares ll 

(Moriz e , pe 13 ) , hinting tha t ent ry into warfare can be 

accomplished at tbe ~vhi lYJ. 'of an ambitious monarch '\:Tho is 

under no obli gation to explain his actions, and who, in 

4J • Ec Brumfitt, Voltaire Historian, London: Oxford Uni versity 
Press , 19.58, p.sO. ~ -_. p -

SFo r inst ance, Voltaire inserts bis own moraliz ing on the subject: 
"11 f aut avouer que c eux qui ant plus d ' humanit~ que d1 es time 
pour l es explo Its de guerra gernirent de cette campagne s1 
glol°ieuse ll

• See Voltaire, .Q"E':2J~:LPE_.J?~stor:l.:St'2-~~J ed.. R. Pomeau , 
f' 8.x'l s: 1-.1 bx'a 11"1 e Gallimard, 1 g 5?) p. 7JO • 



fnct, mi ght have no explanation for them but mere ambition. 6 

The author' himself, \-Ie a1'e told by Emmanuel Berl, in h1a 

int roductlon to Volcalre I s Ei£l~.:f-:es., view d a clash as 

unavoida ble on the eve of the Seven Years rJar Ilmalgre 

tout ce que Louis XV Rvai t fait pour lieviter" because 

of Frederickfs ambition. 7 And certainly no histori an denies 

the basic aggressiveness of that ruler's nature. John 

l"Iorley descri bes F'rederick as cruel s domineering, and 

ruthless, thougb he also adds his own opinion t hat the 

actual cause of the war can be put down to "a re - opening, 

in far vaster proportions, of those profound issues of new 

religlon and old ( iee.,Protestant-Catbolic confllct ) which 

had only been damme d up and not permanently settled by the 

great P caco of VIe 8tphal:La in 16q.8" (Ha rley, p .167 ) . Cal]._dJil~ , 

bent on bl aming the king, mentions no such cause. Neithe r 

is it R Westphalian protagonist made aware of anY.reasoning 

behind ~he campaign in whi ch h9 is engaging. After being 

kick6d out of the baron's castle for kissing Cun§gonde, the 

naive Candidr meets up with two men clad in blue who invite 

him to dinn6r and ask if he is five feet five inches tall. 

~"-"-"--- - ,--,-"---"~~----,-"-.",,,,,,--~---, ,,. ------.~&_ .. ---- .. _-
6 Indeed~ Volt a ire explicitly expresses this very thought in 
hi 8 l Et tel" . 8r>ti cle II Guer':re It of the pi ction9-a.i re phi~ o sop9.:.~u C::> 
HerEI$ he II summed up the poli tical war as caused by royal 
ambltion. Tb~ prize waSt often as not, a strip of sand on 

8 

a disputed frontier, and the excuse some vague dynastic claim. 
for long c 8n.tarie~3 forgotten". See Constance R01-Je, Vol talr'0 
and the St ntcS' NeH York: Columbia Uni ver'si ty Press p 19S.s7"p:l.35 . . - ....... - .. --........ -~,-.. -
7Valtaire~ 1161an,ge 8, Paris: Librairie Gallimard, 1965, pcY..x. 



\Alben he replie's in the affirm.atIve, they r8quest that be 

drink the Bulgarian king's health; then they clap him in 

i rons without farther ado and lead him off to the army 

(Norlze, p.l0 ) & The implications ax's clear enough. rr bey 

are the same implications that Voltaire makes again later, 

in "Guerrel!, an ar·ticle in his Dict5.om1ai.re P..b~ 10so£0i.9g, 

\1)'bere he mentionfl a certain prince Vlho "trouve incontinent 

un gra.nd nombre d 1hommes qui n'ont r:l.en a perdre; il les 

habille d1un groB drap bleu ~ cent dix SQua l'aune, borde 

leurs chapea\).x avec du gros fil blanc, l es fait tourne r a 
droi te et i1 gauche et marche 8, la gloi re It 9

8 17'01", as one 

edi t:i. on of fnndide explains it" lithe re c:r'ui ti.ng cffl eel'S 

of Fl.'eder·ick the Great, mU.ch feared in eighteenth century 

Europe .• 1:JO:ee blue unifo rms" p 8.11(1 1!:F'redel~i ck had a paesion 

9 

for sorting out hi s soldiers by size; several of his regiments 

vJOuld [tccept onlY' slx-footers'\ ( Adams, p.3 ). rrhe Bulgarians 

of C[,~,pdide; then, are the Pl'1.J.ssians, fi ghting a war vJltb 

the .Abares, B.nd thi S Har tlis suffic:Lently l ike the Seven 

Years War for many commentators to assert without any 

positive evidence~ that thE: Abares are the French".9 It 

differ-s i.':r-om the real war, however , in Hhat it fails to take 

9Voltalre, Candide , cd. J.H. Brumfitt, London: Oxford Univer~ity 
Pr-ess, 196rr;-p:38'. 



10 

into account: ~hat Frederick, ambitious though he was, had 

more than greed at heart when he deciided to conquer electoral 

Saxony, Polish West Prussia, and SHedish Pomerania. 

The Cambrid_ge r·19.del.:,n Hi.EJ~ .. ~r.:l tells us that Prussia, in 

the eighteenth century, consi s ted of s ome of t he most barren 

l and in Europe. Moreover, it was small, uncultured, and 

disunited. For t his reas on, the king deemed it desirabl e 

to acquire the three territories jus t mentioned, sin ce t hey 

would enable hi m to give a practical form to hi s state. The 

el e ctora t e of Saxony in pa rti cul ar woul d make it possible 

to bring wealth, manufacturing indus tries, and civili zation 

into the country ( C.M.H., VI, 251 ) . lie was motiva~e d, then, 

at l eas t partial l y, by the welfare of his real m. But Voltalre ~ 

an arden t hat er of c8mpa:l.gns of conquest, 'vJas blind to any 

cla im of l egit i mate re asonin g behind Frederick ' s a ctions~ 

and Candide stands as vivid evidence of thi s fact. 

As fo r the colonial aspect of the Har, 9andide presents 

the issue as tho ugh the colonies were a pre t ext, rather than 

a ca use , for the fi ghting, as though the entire colonial 

dispute were mere ly an excuse f or France and England to 

conti nu.e t he:l r' quarrelo The mai n character in the cont e» 

aft er undergoing a series of misfortunes, mee ts up with 

Mart 4 n, a Manichea n, and the t wo of them s e t sail for 

Venice . On the way they pass the coas t of England and 

Candide conversati onally asks: 
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VOU8 connaissez I t Angleterre, y est-on aussi fou qu ' en 
France?--C ' est une autre esp~ce de folie, dit Ma rtin; 
vous savez q~e ces deux nations sont en guerra pour 
quelque S 8.rpent s de nei ge vel'S I e CanEl.da et qu! e11es 
d~pens ent pour cette belle gucrre beaucoup plus que 
t out I e Canada ne vaut (Morize , pp.111-172 ) . 

Voltaire re garded the American colonie s as more trouble for 

F'Y'9.D ce tb8.Tl they He:ce ldOr-t h} and Can,dide make s thi s att 1 tude 

8. bundantly cIsar. He expresses very similar' t)'}(;ughts in 

t Las depcnsGs de l a guerra PC; La' conserver cas paysH, he 

deelares at one point, I' coutalent plus qu I ils ne vaudront.~ 

(Mo l and XII, 411). At another point, he ta lks of 

America as n country whose onl y significance is to reflect 

the conflict in Europe: 

I, B. conl~)lic8.tion des L1tel'e.t::> polltiques est venue 
au point qu1un coup de canon 11"6 en Am6ri que peut 
§t r e ]e signa l de l' embrasement d8 l' Europe (Moland XII, 411). 

Like many other' F:renc.h philosophers, Volt a j.r'e conside red it. 

Y':Ldl cnl ous that an G conom:i. c8.11;y unprofi ta ble l and li ke C8.nad a~ 

"I r.t:i.eh he cle scribes as l'couve :e"G de n e:l.ges et de glac(;::> h uit 

mo ia de l' ann~e , h~bit~ pa r des ba rbares, des our s , et des 

cas tors !! sr":O;.lld be D.n f~Xc. u se for strife 0 101and XII~ L~09 ). 

He felt~ in fact, that his co untrymen should abandon all 

efforts at colonial settlement and concentrate their attention s 

on f:::ur'ope, the centJ'e of the Horld. Pe rhaps the ~~~!l.l best 

sums up hi s opin ion on the matter wi th its comments about 

Loui siana: 



12 

Peut-gtre un jour, s'il y a des millions d1babitants 
de trop en Fr-ance, sera-'c-il avantageux de peupler l a 
Louisi ane; mais il est plus vraisemblable qulil faudra 
}, I aba ndolU1er (Holand XII, 412 )" 

Hence s Hben the Peace of Paris In 1763 ultimat ely sealed 

England's conquest of Canada, Voltaire was tbe last one to 

regret ito On the contral"'Y, 1fil accepte d'un coeur' lege):' 

10 la pe:ete tl , about Tdhich he Frate on May 8 of that year: tlLes 

Anglais ant pris Ie Canada que j1avais par parenth~se offert, 

11 Y a quatre ans~ de vendre aux Angl ais" (Bast.,10377 ) o But 

long before that pea ce settlement was made, asserts Barber 

in his cl'itical book on .Qa~dide, the Hriter' spoke his OHn 

views through Martin, that such colonial wars are fought 

tl .f'ol~ reasons of ·8 t ri viali ty tha.t makes a mockery of the 

Buffering they cause " ( Barber , p.30 ) ~ 

ROvJ nm.ch of a "tri vi a LL ty·n the colonies actually HE; re, 

however, is at best questionable. Nellis M. Crouse, who 

disCUD SBS the West Indian phase of the French-English 

conflict in his account of the .F~pc~Y..!' ___ ~l<.:_...£or the Vlest 

I.:.r&9_!3.' gi va s them tl18 sa.me unlmpo rtance, relative to 

E urope~ that Voltaire does. Crouse informs us that Itthe 

West Indian struggle wa~ but a reflection of a series of 

Hax's r ag:i.ng in Bur-ope at this time, the colonists lining 

_ .. _.-----_ .. _" ..... _ .. _- ---~.---.. ---.. -.-----.--- .-. ...... , •••• "Q>..--~ .. ----...... -.-. ---............ -- .... --~ ........ ""'" •• -;-
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up \rJi tb or against each othe:r>~ according to the wars or 

alliances of the mother countriesf?oll Yet the fact rem~ins 

that most of the colonies were t indeed, valuablo posses sions 

in their own r1ght. Says Marshall Smelser: 

The French and British colonies were closely woven 
into t he fabric of their national ec onomies. Much 
of the prosperity of both nations was derived from 
their colonies, and their mer-chant s and politicians 
knew ItDo~The interests of France and Britain collided 
in fonT' remote corne.!. s of the 1.>Jorld: North Americ.a, 
the West Indies, Africa, and India. They were militant 
r·i vals in several es sentin.l commodi ti ss, 8.mong them 
Negroes, sugar, and furs ( Smelser, pp.S- 6 ) . 

The dispute in Canada was over furs, a product in which 

that forested country was wealthy~ In 1627, Cardinal 

Hichelieu y chief minister of Frane-e, had founded the Company 

of New France at the settlement of Quebec. This Company 

had been granted the colony of New France, then comprisin~ 

tb~ whole st Lawrence Val ley, and for fifteen years, from 

1629, it was to have complete monopoly of the fur trade . 

In return, it was to take to Naw France two hundred to three 

hundred settlers a year. By the eighteenth century, New 

Prance had unde rgone considerable expansion, as had the 

British settlements in Canada. The two nations had also 

engaged in numerous quarrels over t Le fur trade, each 

jealously guarding its own l ands and covetous of t he furs 

of the other's. Then, on the eve of the Seven Years War, 
~ __ ~ _____ .~ ___ _ _ .. _~ __ . ____________ ~ __ .-....--.. __ __ ..... ~ . ___ .... __ w·_ ... _____ _ ·._ ~ ____ ~_ · _._ ••.. ~ ... ~. 

11 N .. H. Crouse ~ 'rhe }'r>ench St Y'ugrrle for ·the \'le st Illt1ie~, London: 
F'ranlc Cass & Co. Lt~f906~--p·:l . 
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the French l a id claim to the Ohio Val l ey and built Fort 

Duquesne on the site of modern Pittsburgh. Britain 

reacted with angero The young Virginian George Washington 

was sent to drive out the French army, but was defeated. 

Next, the British general Braddock> assigned the same task, 

was likewise defeated, and was killedo Not until 1759, 

when (.~\..:lG be e fell at las t. to General Holfe, did England H:i.n 

·the whole of CaUB.da and its considerable fur resources. 

But 5. t Has a vi ctory tlla t Voltaire l"cg:·lrd.ed as laughable p 

for Canada had such a harsh and hostile climate for so 

much of the year, that even the fur t rade did not suffice 

to make it an economic gain. Smelser tell s us that the 

French motive for striving to retain Canada was political 

and not economi c, and that France bad hop ed to maintain 

Canada as an outpost in order to distract Britain from 

affairs on the continent of Europe. It is a ploy that 

the pages of ~ndlde choose not to mention, preferping, 

rather, to ridicule the whole affair. Note\orthy too~ 

iE the f act that Cal a da is the only area Martin holds up 

as an example of the colonial situation, ignoring the 

l ucrative spica and silk exports from other colonies in 

India that were contributing significantly to the French 

t reasury, and that were worthwhile fighting to keep. 

In assessing the causes of the war, then, Candide 

relies on the technique of leading the reader to the same 

\ 
\ 

i 
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judgment the author has made, by stating only tho se facts 

conducive to the au thorls caso o The sarno i s true for the 

UO ~h I3 discussion of preparations for waro It is neither 

t he rapid recruitment of an army, nor the effectiveness of 

milita :cy" tI'Bining , though Frederick's method!J in both Here 

veJ:'';/ efficient; , that i s emphasiz,ed. Rather, the stress is 

laid upon the unscrupulousness of that recruitment and the 

ha~shn0SS of that training. 

RecruItment, i n the CRse of Voltaire's protagonists i s 

achieved by trickery. Candide meets the men in blue, is 

bribed with an invita tion to dinner, is duped into beli eving 

he wi l l be a hero fighting for some glorious cause, and is 

than clapped in irons a nd forcibly led away . In effect, he 

i s kidnapped. Voltaire, says Barbor, is i mplying here that 

Ha gap 0: ::;,: i~:ts bet"H;~e n c;u:)herr..ism and r eal ity, betVleen the 

picture of war which rulers find it useful to sponsor--gay 

uniforms, cheerful music, and the splendou~ 6f he~6ism- -

and the Grim and cruel f a cts" ( Barber, p.37 ) ~ Certainly 

tho; !lfact s " given at this polnt in the story are historically 

accurate; tho Prussian monarch's ways of a cquiring fi ghting 

forC BS were well known to be as ruthless as the man hi~self 

was. Like his father Frederick William before him, Frederick 

II l'e sortod to any and every means availabJ.El in gaining 

conscrlp~s. Recruiting officers we r e allowed to t ake the 



congregatlons ~t Sunday service by surpr ise a nd carry 

off the bi gges t and the strongest young men. The 

Cal1J.E.r}_ d f~_.i'1o S~ rn History de cla res that "it was simply 

kidnapping accompa nied by bloodshed--a sort of slave-

hunti ng !! ( C.l:J.H. VI , 2J..)). In Wes tphali a , a young man 

could often escape a cross the border out of Prussian 

t err:Ltory Hhen pursued by a recruiting officer , and many 

did; hence Candide 's eventual escape. Neve rtheless, 

l a r ge numbers were t aken dai l y_ Onc e caught, t hese men 

were carefully indoct r inated in the be lief that they we re 

noble heroes defe nding king and native soil. As proof of 
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such indoctrination, the .,Q£mbrld.s.e Bodarn Hlstor"y (VI, 295) 

cit es an incident tha t occurred af t er the battle of Leignitz 

(1(,60) ~ one of the campai gns of the war' in Hhich Prussian 

troop s fought ~ell. Frederick, t a lking to a ve t eran , 

pr<Jised theil' behaviour and r ecel vael the reply: - "What else 

could we do? We are fi gh ting for you, for our reli gion and 

ou.r f a therl andllo 

Tra ining of troops after they were recruited i s also 

vigorously cr:l t1clzed in Ca~. The innocent conscript 

is made to perf orm various intrica te manoeuvres of which 

be fails to see the purp ose : 

On le f a it tourner l droito, A ga uche, hausser la 
baguette, remettre la baguette, co ucher en joue, 
t irer, doubl e r Ie pas, et on lui donne trente coup s 
de bRton (Mori ze , pp. 10-11 ) . 

I , , 
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rrhen one d8.y , ,s tlll not under s tanding It comment i 1 etai t 

un.h~ros", Candide sets off on his own for a walk (Morize, 

p~ll ) e For this independent actioD, he is given the choic e 

of' running the sauntlot thlrty-six t:tmes thJ.'ough the l.ine 

of two thousand men, or receiving a dozen bullets through 

the brain. He chooses the forme r and manages to run the 

line twice before he t egs for death instead. But, as the 

off icers are preparing to obli ge him , the Bulgarian king 

walks past and, in a gesture of clemency, par40ns him. 

Again, history to a l arge extent just if ie s Voltaire's 

criticis~ here of Frederick's training methods , which 

~ere notorious for their strictness and cruelty. Officers 

regularly penalized tbe slightest misdemeanor with 

me rcil oss beatings. Pru8sian regulationB prescribed that 

any soldier H110, on or off duty, 11 bu::;od his superior 

officer, sho~ld be rigourously flo gged througb the line; 

in the case of a man on duty, a single word was sufficient 

to i ncur the same punishment. A soldier who ~esist8d or 

threa t ened his superior officer was shot without furtber 

ado~ The men were drilled over and over, with incredible 

perseverence and succe SD. In fact, historians inform us 

tha.t lithe tr-oops bad been accustomed by the use of the 

stick to such absolute obedience thats even amid a rain 

of bullot s , they would act with machine-like precision, and 

carry on.t, calmly and surely, tbe elaborate evolutions 



comrnanded': (C. rLE. VI$ 216). 'J1be trace of admiration, 

however J with which history acknowledges the effectiveness 

of these measuros, is absent from Voltairels tone, as 

ev:t.denced by his !212].,98ues entre ~LJ3 .. ~ Q, Hritten after 

C--Cependl.lnt, toutes l es nations mont rent du 
courage Q 11.1 guerree 

A--Oui, comme des chevaux qed tremblent au premi er 
son du tambour, et qui avancent fi~rement quand 
iI' sont discipJ.5_nes par cent coups de t ambour et 
cent coups de fouet. 12 . 

Voltairels opinion that such extreme harshness was unforgiveable 

and ·that it stripped a person of individuality and dignity, 

never changed. Yet the incident of Candide's pardon by a 

magnanimous r'~ller ShOi"'S that Vol taj. r'f' re cogni zed a d:1. vorco 

of practice from t heory in eighteenth century Prussia. In 

theory, Frede rick's views as to treatment of troops were 

quite reasonable. The king demanded of his offic6r-s that a. 

young soldier should be taught everything without railing 

and abuse so that a recruit might not turn sullen and timid 

at the very outset. Neither was a recruit to he unnecessarily 

beaten OJ:' otherwise illootreated. However, "these wise 

provisions of the regul at i ons remained a dead letter in 

t.be pra e:tice of the ser'vice", and inadequately supervised 
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off':t\,,,-,:es soon took matters into their ovm hands ( C.N.H. VI~ 2lL~) 0 

VoltairG~ then, is generous enough not to hold the monarch 

entil'oly :C'osponsible foy' Gvery aspect of Har ' s evils~ even 

though t;be campaigns he describes in ~!}j..Ld~ suffice, still~ 

to make a reader despise the initiator of such action. 

With the inimitable irony that is his trademark, Voltaire 

begins an aocount of the campaigns b9tween Bulgares and 

Abarea by piling up a number of descriptive adjectives 

UStH3.J.ly n sc;c:t within a pleasant cont ext. !lRien n ' etait s1 

beau, s1 10ste~ 81 brillant , si bien ordonne que les dotu 

("l ..... f,cl ~H I . ~. xm.'-'V ~~ .? he nssorts (Morize, p.14 ) . Then, wi th t he next 

sentence, be effectively des troy s the whole mood. As Barber 

pLtt:3 it!, itt.he scene at first presen.ts a gay app(~aranceo •• but 

the cruel realities of war soon tran~form it into one of 

h ·• r' "" ' )1,1" ' . '):", a sit ( Ba"" 'oe" p ') 0 ) . • .I.d· ... C. . 1> ~ , .. IU".. J. J., .,:) • 
Le8 "(;pompet t es, les flfX'es, l es ha utbois, l es tarnbours, 
les canons formaient une 1::armonie telle qu Ill n l y eut 
j amais en enfer (Morize, p.l4 ) . 

It is a technique designed to shock us by contrast, a 

technique tha t is employed repeatedly in the course of the 

text. When the old -woman companion of Cun§ gonde is t elling 

her story aboard the ship t o So uth America about the siege 

on the J anissary fort in which she was held captive~ she 
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men "lons that the st a rving J anissaries we r e f orced to cut 

off one of her buttocks for food (Mo ri zA , p.6B ). As sorry 

~·J.8 i,..,re feel about the old v..r oman l ,. pligbt~ the s ituation is se 

ludic:.:'ous thB.t \-ve canno t help but; S f):? the fUlmy side. And 

tb.8.t is Vol t aire 1 s i.ntent lon. 11Jxing the cheerful or the 

amusing wi th tbe grue.solflC 1n just the ri ght proportion to 

bri ng his point home forcibly, is the author's greatest 

a r t. L O. \-\:ad.B co rwn ents most meaningfully tha t "one 

neve}.' ImOl·}.3 s i ;,~ reading .9.::'1. r1.9:1..::.1e VJhether to l a ugh with 

Voltaire or a t him, whether to laugh with the philosophers 

or a t th0 m, ~~18the r indeed to l augh with or at provi de nc e, 

whsth!~r>. ) .1) f' ae t t to laugh a t nll ll • 13If He do laugh, it i s 

a l augh of bitt erne ss rather than one of amusement tha t 

Volt eiX'0 has produced i n us. Sarcasti c mocker'y lIetai t son 

l angage na tulel qui lui servait A exprimer non seulement l a 

gaie t e mais a n8 s i la col ere et l!l.ndlgnation 't .1Lt. Perhaps 

this is wbat constitutes the most outstandirigtrait about 

C~.ndi. d e : :i.ts a bility to make us l a ugh Hith a sardonic tv-ri st 

of our mouths, or to recoil in shock , at what is oft en 

regarded even by relatively objective historians with a 

certain de g :.eee of admi ra tion. The Cam bridge 1'1odern Hist_,?.!'l> 

for instance, recounts Frederick1s successful invasions of 

13I~0. Wade~ Voltaire and Candide, Princeton, N. J.: Princeton 
Uni \Torsi ty P I'ess;-r9~-;p-:-32r:-

14Andr:e Delattre~ Volta ire 1 1~etueux, Paris: Hercure de 
Franco, 1957, pp.lO-ll. 



Saxony ani Bohemia, two of the campaigns of the Seven 

Years War, as though somewhat awed by the effectiveness 

of the stratagems used. Frederick, we are told, mo ved 

his army into Saxony on August 29 1756 and defeated the 

Austr'ians in an inl Jc ial battle. Hhen the Prussians took 
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up winte r quart ers in Saxony and S11esia, they were 114,000 

strong, as against the 133,000 Austrians wintering in 

Bohemia and Moravia~ but Frederick was confident of winning 

nevertheles s because of the superiority of his troops. By 

the following April, the king had resol ve d to defeat Austria 

before she got additJ.onal help, and he invaded Bohemia aiming 

to capture the great Austrian magaz ines in t he northern part 

of that territory and thus render Austria i mpotent. The 

plan was carr: ed ou t succ ess fully; the Austrians were 

Burprised in disarray by Frederick1s systematic attack, and 

they were forced to abandon their magazines in the weste rn 

and (;entral points of northern Bohemia ( C.t1.H. VI, 254- 256 ) . 

The Prussiana bad beaten a numerically superior forc e beca use 

of the ir method of f:5. ghting. Historically, the Seven Years 

War is significant in tha t it marks the first time the 

pitcbed battle- - the gathering of a mass of united individuals 

ana. th(;ir use all at once for' a n onslaught--vJas used in Har. 

It was us ed by Frederi~k, and be proved it could work ag~inst 
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a coaljtion of relatively disorganized and disunited 

countri.eso "Unttl 1758 11 , Marshal l Smelser tells us, lit he 

Seven Years War went against Britain and her allies. The 

gr·eat FredeX'ick had held his ovm-~more or le ss--agalnst 

Au" t r~i.an, French; Rus si an, S"J'edi 8h, and Saxon soldiery, 

who lacked only ability to combine their strength in order 

to annihilate his armies and to gut P1'ussia ti ( Smelser, p.13)o 

Voltalre t s version of lithe great Frederick" and hi s 

pitched battle differs considerably, however. Like the 

history books, .9..~.sHde also talks about large numbers of 

men but from a vastly dissimilar point of viow: 

Les canons renvers~rent dfabord ~ peu pr~s six mill e 
hommes de chaque cote; ensuite la mousqueterie ata du 
Meilleur des mondes environ neuf ~ dix mille coquina 
qui en infectaient 1a surface. La bafonnette fut 
aussi la raison suffisante de la mort de quelques 
mi11ier's dtbommes. 1a tout pouvait bien se monter 
A una trentaine de mille Ames (Morize, pp. 14-15). 

Again, the author's irony, his sarcastic dig at those who 

glorify ' warfare in their own minds, is vividly evident. 

Nei ther , at this point, can he help mentj.oning optimism i s 

favour! te phrase, Itle meilleur des mondes 11, for Prus,c;5.a. in 

the eight eenth century was the main stronghold of that 

philosophy_ Originally formulated by the German philosopher 

Leibniz, then feverishly upheld and spread abroad by bis 

disciple Wolff, optimism was based upon the belief that, 

despite all the lit t le individual evils in this "best of all 

\ 
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possible Horldsl!, in the end tIl e tout est b:Len tl .1S Prussj.a , 

thoug h torn apart by bloodshed Rnd strife, had already 

embraced this way of thinkin g enthusiastically , and Wolff 

h ad ~cquired a great number of followers. Voltaire, no 

optimist himself by 17S9t and one who ri d iculed the philosophy 

at every 0!)'po rtuni t Y5 "\<las not; insensi tive to the irony of 

a situation in whi ch t he country which was :e.a r .excel)en.~.~_ the 

h ome of optimism had it se lf become that doctrine ' s most 

sti':tking x'efu t ation " ( Barbe r, p.S6) 0 But more imp orta.nt 

he re than a discuss ion of the writer's undeni a ble wit, is 

tbe 08.sic cha.nge in a t ti tude t01lmrd \"<'1:1. 1' that C8.,Il~.icle 

r eprOB8nt s . After a ba ttle had been fought, fo r example, 

loo 'c .i n g of conqlJ.ered t01.v'11S, s i eges , and 1-'8 P-~~~~ or 

prayer s of ~hanks to God for the day's victori es, were well 

lnlo\·m to bo re L;ula:c practi ces and ·were accepted as tithe laws 

of lV G.:,1I. Voltaire dares us to look Hith calm r Elsignation 

upon ths scenes h e paints in Candide , the de scription of 

" des vi.cill9.:eds cribles de coups!! who Ilregardai ent [flourir 

l eur-s ren:n (~S Agore;ees qui tenaient leurs enf a nts a l eurs 

m9.:li,:;11es sangl ant es 'i ( Morize, p.1S). These are the inha bit a.nts 

of Hun vil lage a bare que les Bu l gares ava.i ent brOJ.e selon 

le s loi B du dr·oit publ i c" (11o riz8, p. IS) . Simi l arly, the 

poor old Hanlan \-,;ho lose s her buttock during the siege on 

] r~ 

'~F0r a more complete account on Leibniz, Wolff, and optimism, 
se e Barber , p.47. 



the Jal1:Lssllries is later told by a F'penc h snr'goon trea.ting 

tht~ ... .round that ShE; should be consoled~ for Itdans plusieurs 

sl~gesJ pareille chose ~tait arrlv~e et ••• c'&talt la 101 

is suggesting, are, as Barber puts it, "merely . convenient 

devices for salving tbe consciences of rulers, by lending 

a c010\1.1' of :respe eta ble ' legality f to Hha t . :t s, in fact, 

aftev man bas finished slaughtering bis fellows, is an 

iderltlGal de'!ico, emp loyed to lend an element of C'hristiani ty 

to ~n atmosphe re about which there is nothing remotely 

Christian. Voltaire effectively demonstrates its ludicrous 

aspect :l.n ..9an.sU;i~ by having both the Bulgares and the Ab8.res 

o1.'t>z::t' thanks to God at tbe end of a day's fierce fighting~ 

L0S dOl,lX rois faisaj ant chanter des Te . D ~2:ll!!. ' chacun 
dans son c 3.mp (Horiz-a , p.ll ) $ 

Theri f in the following ctapt~rf af t er Candide has made his 

escap(~ and met up again l,lith his old tutor Panglo ss from 

the baron's ca s tle in Westphalia, we learn from the latter ' s 

account ",[hat sort of destruction has really been \·Jrought by 

theBe supposedly en!'i stian fo r'Ges ~ '~u..'16gonde, says Panglo 88, 

bas been raped and killed, and, as for the castle, nil n'est 

pas rest6 pierre sur pierre 1 pas une grang6, pas un mouton, 

pas un canard, pas un arbrec Mais nous aVODS ~t§ bien 

:,.venges, car J.es A hape s en ont fai t au tant or:l.ns llne baronie 
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vol sine qui apart enai t ~ un seigneur lulgare \l (Horize, p. 22 ) ~ 

Voltaire his succeeded not only in showing us the contradiction 

between Christian teachings and practices, but in maki ng us 

despis e the values of al l men like Pangloss, including 

histori ans, who find comfort in the thought of revenge and 

feel pride in the successful campaigns of their own side$ 

To Voltaire, there is nothing glorious about military 

campai gns, and Cal2did~ reflects this in its emphasis on the 

harsh, the gru esome, and the despicable traits of war in 

genGral. Yet no attempt is made to recount specific battles, 

or- to adhere to hlstori ca l truth; in fact "no Bulgarian 

troops ( nor ar~ others ) were fighting in Westphalia in the 

months before the Lisbon earthquake!? ( 138.1'\)0:(', p.13 ) o He 

have no positive proof, then , that the WRr mentioned here 

a ctually i s the Seve n Years War, even though the author has 

given us enough hints by now to ensure that the a llegory is 

Surely, little doubt remains when we look at the 

consequ.ene;BS of: the vJa r, ftR di scns.s e d. in .C anclf.:..d~" The most 

Impoy-tant single COI1ScquAnce i.ncUcated, · :1 .. 8 the sbooting uf 

Admiral Byng, witnessed by Candld~ and MartIn as they sa~l 

past the English coast on their way to Venice. As they ara 

gliding by- Po:r.>tsmoutb, they see a sbopt ffl.t man kneeling 

aboard a ship in front of a firing squad and before a 

crowd of 8pectntars. Wbile they watch s the man is shot 
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through the he~d, after which the crowd di sperses. Candide 

enquires into the man ' s identity, and l earns that he was an 

admira1 1 sentenced to death for not killing enough men 

himself and found guiJ.ty of at tacki ng the French admiral 

without be i ng near e no ugh to him: 

Mais. dit Candide, l ' amiral franQais ~tai t aussi lo i n 
de ll amlral anglais que celui-ci ll~tait de l' autre? 
--Gela est incont est a ble, lui repliqua- t-on. Mais dans 
ce pays·-c:i. 11 est bon de tUGr de temps en t emps un 
amiral paul" encourager l es autres ( 1'<101'ize, pp.173-174 ) . 

British Admiral John Byng, shot on board his fla gship, the 

!~~r9..~> i n Portsmouth ha rbour on March 14 1757 for failing 

t o defend Minorca the previous year aga i nst a French attack 

under Admi ral Hi-chelieu, is obviously the per'son referred 

to~ Byng, sent off with a fleet in 1755 by the Briti sh 

go v oX'nment under the DuJ{e of NehTc a s tle, Has to liard off tho 

attack and save Fort St. Philip, the Brit ish Mediterranean 

base. He a rrived , howeve r, to find that it was " already 

too l ate; the French were beseiging the fort and Briti sh 

t actics we r e ineffective against them. Seei~g that his 

forces were suff ering heavy damage while the French fle et 

r ema ined relatively unimpaired , Byng decided to turn back 

and l eave the i sland to its fate, for which deed his life 

was forfeit. The furious British public clamo ured for a 

scapegoB.t, and per11ap s the embarras sed government ministers 

saw ~ chance to save theMselves from blame by sacrificing 

Byng. Cert ainly 9andid~ paints the admiral as the victim 



of a vicious, unjust plot, and Voltaire's sarcastic phra se 

that, in England, it is customary to shoot admirals from 

ti me to time "pour encourager' les autres'f has beco'ne 

famous. HOHever, two tbings !1lUS t. b ·2) rernembel'ed a bove all , 

a polemist, decrying war and wanting us to sea useless 

death and injustice as its results and tha t Voltaire was, 

s e eondly aud solidly, a Frenchman and~ as s uch~ hoped £'01' 

the vic tory of France over England. \1[11cn he was approached 

bY' a friend of Byng 's and asked to defend the admiral 

against the charges of disaffection and cQ1...,ra:cdice, as he 

says he was in a letter to Richelieu ( Best., 6396 ) , he 

sent off to 13r:i.tain 8. response of IUchelieu I s commending 

and appx'O ving Eyng ' s conduct ~ along ,..;i th a fe\.oJ ata temen'Gs of 

his own wishing the admiral luck. Then, as events proved that 

luck was not to be with Byng, he wrote another letter to 

Richelieu congratulating h im for having "la gloire dtavoir 

vairicu 108 Anglais et de les faire rougir" ( Be8t., 6530 ) . 

How much the British \'lero actually "blushing tl
, hOHever, is 

a contestable point. While it is true that most histo rians 

today are more or less ag~eGd on the atrOCity of the 

punishment s I'1arshal l Smelser, whose book \"yas published 

as r6cently as 1955, will not commit himself to an oplni6n 

and s ticks strictly to the fact~. "Minorcs lay in the 

shadow of the la zi ly~flapping lily flag of France lt
, he says, 
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It 8.nc .. Admil'a1 Byng Idas s hot- - ri ghtly er wrongly- ·-for the 

dis g:r-8.ce a ( Smelser .• p.13 ) . There was 8. g:r-ea ter v8.piance 

of feeling sti ll . among histo~ians of the day. Andr~ 

Rous seau, in his re cent informa tive article, points out 

how t wo British historians differed: 

Gold Sl!11 th et Srno llett x'e l atent 1: affaire, le prelllier 
tr~s hostil1e a By-ng) al lant jusqu t e, ecrlr'e : " Sever'al 
addresses we r e sert up from different countries demandi~g 
j ustic e on the delinquent, which the ministry wer e 
Hilling l~O seeondtl~ l e second tres f avorll.ble , au contl"aire~ 
natant. lletonnement de toutG l'E;urope. 10 . 

But, whether the penalty was deserved or not. i t is pl ain 

t hat mani did not appreciate the meddling of Volta ire in 

t.he ml:l ttCl'. Pel'h{;I.ps the best example of the Br1 tish 

attitude In thi s pegard is to be found in a contemporary 

With what view they ( Voltaire et Riche lieu ) wrote, 1s not 
easy t O, be conce ived . Surely t hese gentlemen mus t have 
very me8.n and umwrthy notions of Engl ish equity and , 
j ustice to suppose ~hat his judges could condemn him, 
unless on the test:l.mony of u.n ey..c eptlonable evidence; 
o r t ha t t hey were not as incl i nabl e to a cquit as to puni s h 
hj,m. OJ:> :r'ather' , is it not 8. Fr'ench gasconade t o magnify
the bravery of t heir fleet a nd banter the English for 
t he i r folly and temerity in ppeterding to cop e with a 
p OHer' so mu.ch thE",ir superior? In \".-hatever li ght vJ'e viOl-I 
these l et t e~s, we plai~ly. ~i scov er t he impe rtinence and 
i nsult of their writers. 17 

The precedent had been set, however , and Vo l t aire ' s 
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invol vement Hi th the Byng case '..Jas important for several 

reasons. Nine years la ter, a similar incident occurred in 

France, after the French general, the cornte de Lally, los t 

Pondicherry, the chi ef French se ttl ement and trade cent re 

in India, to the British gene r a l Clive , and upon returning 

home, was sacrificed in execution to the wrath of the 

sharehOlders in the French East India Company. Naturally, 

Lally's plight was parallelled to Byng;s, and Voltaire also 

champ ioned Lally 's cause. In fact, as Housseau poi nt s out 

1n con cluding his ar ticle; "I e mot de ! judid.n.l mLlrder' ~ 

invent~ ~t colport~ par In presse anglaise 4 propos de Byng, 

n ' allait - il pa s, pour Ie monde, devenir un cI'l voltai:!:'ien? 

Malgr6 des m~thodes, des buts, et des succ~s fort dive rs, 

c'e st bien I n m@me li gne qui$ passant par Cala s , Sirven, et 

L::< BD.:r're~ va de 11 R'r"'.iral Byng au gouverneur- Lally" ,18 Calas 

was a Huguenot living in the Catholic town of Toulouse who 

was a ccus e d by the priests of murdering a son wishing to 

convert to Catholicism, and who, in punishment for the 

suppos ed offense, was broken on the wheel. The Slrvens were 

another Prot es t ant family, similarly accused of murdering 

their daughter. And La B~rre was a youth of ninete en, 

tortured and killed for singing ribald songs disrespe ctful 

of the Ca t holic church. Along with Byng and Lally, Voltaire 
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defended them all a s exa 111ples of gross injusticBo Norman 

L~ Torrey declares that I'the t orture and death of the young 

Chevali e r de l a Barre produced in Voltaire genuine and 

p:r'olonged phY'si ca l sufferlng" .19 Cert a lnly it wa s not long 

after Byng's death that the fa mo us mocking tone turned to 

ODe of plain anger, intense enough, according to Thaddeus, 

to make Volt aire cry : "1'he moment; fo r j esting b as gone byl 

WitticIsms do not accord \.Jith massacresl lt20 The sound of 

the auttlor ' s voice, rising in defunse of Byng and e choing 

al s o through tbe pages of Candi9-_~, ba d started him on the 

road to his role as protector of the weak and the persecuted. 

Voltaips 's part in the Byng affai r was significant, as well, 

in othe r ways . To Britain, it was at l east instrument a l in 

bringi ng about a new government, f or in 1760, the year after 

.9 and.L~~c::. apPGared~ Nel'JCastle res ign6d Flnd. HJ lliam PItt 

j:>eplaced him. To the historian John I'101-·1 e:1' , its .impo):"tance 

lies in · its demonstra tion of Voltaire's humani ty: 

Humanity .i,8 e rroneously eounted among commonpl a ce vi r t ues . 
If it d e ~ erve d such a place, there would be l ess urgent 
need thRl1, a).as, th&rc is, for its daily exercise among 
us. In it s p ale shape of kindly sent iment and bland pity, 
it ls CO n1..Yf1on enough and is Fl.hmys the portion of the 
cuI t i.vat-ed. But humanl ty armed~ aggres s i VEl and n.J..ert: 
never slumbe ring and ne ver wearying, moving like an 
ancient he ro over the l and to slay monsters, is the rarest 
of virtues, and Voltaire is one of it s master-types (Morloy) 
p.360 ) . 

19No I'man L. 'l'or:C'ey, 1he.-21?ir.1.!i of VoltaJrE~ f OXfOl'd: Tbe }1a :rs'Gon 
Press, 1963, p .42. 

20Vietor Thadde us, Voltaire: Genius of Hocker;y, Hontroa1: 
Loui s Carri ero & Co., 1928, P:--223". 
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To the author of this paper, its main importance is its 

clear proof of Voltaire ' s savage h~tred of war and of all 

the consequences of ware It reflects his earnest desire for 

peaco, which, perhaps~ sprang from motiVGR that were not 

entirely humanitarian. He was s after all, concerned for 

the fEtte of France tlqui n' a. pas de generaux, qui ne f ait 

preuve nl d 'organisatlon, ni d' energ:te 1t
, a.nd Hhich, in this 

condi tion~ It sera.i tuna jolie pr oie pour- une coalition 

Aut r1 cbe~P rUB se-Angleterro ".21 For thi s r oas oI1 ~ he II cor-:('osponde.d 

frequ entl;y 111 1 th the Duchess of Ss_xe- Gotha, transmitted 

offici al ~nd semi-official messages betwe en the combattants, 

and himse lf, over and over agai n, implored Frederick to end 

the Harl! .22 The ex.ec ut i on of Admiral Byng conver-ted many 

Europeans to his viewo 

But the Byng affa~r is only ona a s pect of the warts 

consequonc es. Historjcally, there were s everal other 

rosultB as well, which @andide does not t a ke into account. 

It is only the misery and the physical pain SUffered be cause 

of Ttcette boucherie her·6~.quelf (Horiz6 t p.lS ) that Voltaire 

mentions. In actual fact, however t the end of the war 

brought about othe r' cha.ng~s a130~ IIEy t he Treaty of 

Hubert s bur g between Austria, Prussia, and Saxony, Prussia 

Has assured of he r post tion as an independent pow'er in 

21hndre Delat:tre, 'y~o].~~~\ .i...£,e J.:..t~!1pe tl.!:..~' Paris: Mercure de 
!i'x'/lnce, 1957, pp.57~·~m 0 

22T • Best erman, Voltaire, Ne w York: Harcourt, Brace & World 
Inc, 1969, p. Jg6~:---" '-
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Eur-ope It, and F'reder:i. ck II confirmed bls bold 'on Silesia$ 

gained during the previous War of the Austrian Succession 

(Morley, po182 ) o Across the Atlantic, France lost Canada 

to England after General Wolfe captured Quebec and lost 

India to England because of the victories of General Clive. 

AlreadY1 we know what Voltaire's attitude was toward the 

also states a certain agreement with Voltaire regarding the 

uselessneos of the European endeavors. "Prussia remained 

smal1,f l1ncll.l tured, and broken up", we ar'e told. F:eede:t:'Jck 

bad certainly failed in achieving the political object of 

the war, beside[3 VJhich 11h8 lost many men \'Jho were Horthy 

C:T.t:tZE.:llS B.nd fine officers" ( C.H.Ro VI,300 ) " }'rom the point 

of vio ltJ of territorial gains, then, Ca~d :i,de proved correct 

to some extent: that the Seven Years War bad been a waste 

of time and of li fe. Yet the his t orian John Morley assures 

us th~t there were far-reaching consoquences of extreme 

import ance, for the war altered the whole of civilization~ 

both in the Old World and in the New: 

The governments of France and Austria represented the 
f eudal and military idea, not in the strength of that 
idea. 1--JhJle :t t \Va.s stIll ali va, but in the narrow and 
opprs3sivG form of its decay. No social growt h was 
possible under its shadow, for one of its essential 
conditions waG discouragement, active and passive, of , 
con~ercial industry, the main pathway the n open to an 
advancing people. Again, both France a nd Austria 
represented the old type of monarchy, as distinguished 
alike from the aristocratic oligarchy of England and 
the new type of monarchy which Prussia introduced into 



Europe t .frugal, encouraging industry $ acti VB in 
3upervi&ioTl y indefatigable in improving the lal..Js 
(Horley, p.176)" 
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Morloy also adds that Prussia was a country that permitted 

reli gi ou s toleration earlier than the rest of continental 

Europ e. It!hen it took Sile sia , the Uni ve rsi t:y of Breslau, 

previously open only to Catholics, was at once opened to 

Protestants also o It was principles like these that came to 

rule the New World because of the victory of the Prussian 

alliance, and this t says Morley, is one of the reasons why 

we can justly view the violent change brought abou t by the 

Seven Years ""Jar as a t ruly progressi ve step. 

It must never be forgotten 1 hOI-Jevcr, that the historIan 

l ike Morley bas the advanta~e of hinds i ght. As a member 

of the new altered civilization about which he speaks, he 

i s a ble to look back upon the whole of the war after it has 

happ ened and judge its effects from that perspective. 

Vol taire, wri tlng his ~dide while the \-JB.r raged around 

him, had no Ruch advantageo Since the treat i es of 1763 

had not beon made, it is impossible for Voltaire to discuss 

tbeir conseqLlen CGS in .f.andlde, and it is simila.rly i mpossi ble 

fo r him to r ender a j udgment on the overall results of the 

war . Nevertheless. his analysis of tho situation in 

Candide is memorable in its own right. Candid~ was amongst 

the first works that stripped war of its glorious aspect 

, , 
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and degraded it from tile highest to the lov.Test object of 

D. historian l s regaX'dc As Mor'ley himself comments: 1I11,fe 

can never honour Voltaire too long nor too deeply for the 

vehemence and sincerity of his abhorrence of the military 

splritl! ( Horley, p.311)e Pel"haps some historians or critic s 

may find fault with his lack of accuracy. Georges Ascoll, 

for example, remarks that "too often Voltaire, deli ghted 

with his own artistic flair and dri ven by his passions, 

gives us amusing stories, the veracity of which is highly 

Guspectf! ( Adams, pe136 ) 0 ~:h6 question is, whether Voltaire 

cares if we suspect the veracity, or if, indeed, we know 

for a fact that some of these storios are untrue. This 

author thinks n,")t. Voltaire's interest is in the \.;ri ting 

of polemic material, designed not to convey factual detail, 

but to teach 8. lesson, co br'ing home 8. point. He "used 

hlstOl"J as a source of examples, never as a source of 

J authority".23 Through these examples, selected carefully 

to suit his purpose , he hoped to s uggest to mankind the 

ne ed for reform. By implication, "Voltaire pr@che la 

t olera.nce, la relativi-ce descormaissa.nces, des · reformes 

moder~es, at n ' e que sarcasme pour les chercheurs de 

quintessence, que baine pour les fanatiques, que mepris pour 

caux qui exploitent las faiblesses et l'ignorance de leurs 

semblables" ( Sareil, p.20 ) . 

2.3J. H. Bpumfl tt, Vol tal r8 Ht~.toria~, London: Oxford Uni versi ty 
Press, 19S8.? p.,t)o.---
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Voltaire Haged an eterna l war on war. Of course IIhis 

warfare was ne6essarily intellectual. He used that wit, 

which is the sword of the spirit, piercing every joint in 

~Gbe broastplate of Sel f-Righteousness " .2~. Sometimes, he 

strayed from the truth for the sake of advancing his cause, 

as h e did in Candide. Sometimes, he neglec t ed to t ell the 

whole truth, as he did in discussing onl y Canada as an 

example of the colonial sit a ti on. Always, how ever, such 

tactics were employed for a definite reason, a nd, in that 

fRmous work of 1759, there can be no doubt as to their 

effeetiven8ss. 

. ____ . _______ , ____ ~_-_c~w ___ c _________ • __ _ 

21.1·Br.ai l.. .. f ord , Voltaire, London: Thornton Butter\-Jorth Ltd, 
1935, p.l60 ~---~-



T\r..H) c!,) apt;~~ rs of .~I~:~dL.':!-.?. d ea.l with the J esui ts in 

Pn,:.e<~. gl;,ay f. a nd tl.-d s :l. f l,-nde r g ';~u L1da ble, for :tVol tairs had 

sur le a moeu vs ~n January 1758. Its details were doubtles s 

fr esh in h i s t"" 'l"1-,d 1t ]. I .. _. . 9 It is not e "\'JOrthy, hOvlever, that both 

\wrk s .s ing l • .: Oll t the Paraguay situation as the topic of 

p art icular' d:l.sc:ussion ins t ea.d of mingllng it Fith attacks 

on Uthe b:i, got:r~' and into l erance o f re l igi ou s sects" ( Barbel~} 

p . 28) that o ccur at vario u s points throughout the remainder 

of t ho t ex.ts . In .9a L.!jl:'£.~' Voltaire devo tes tHO chapters 

out o f thirty, or one fifteenth of its total content, t o 

the religious and politica l affairs of Paraguay. For 

t h is reason, t he subject i s important, and Voltai re's 

attitude t oward the Jesuits must be ex.ami ned on i~s own, 

rathe~ tha n included with his feelings toward the Catholic 

Church in general. 

There are four possible r oaso ns why Voltaire mi ght 

attack the o rder with s uch v~bcmence ~ Fi rst, h e was the 

pr'o duct o f Et .J e s u i t s chool , and from l701.~ 'co 17111 was an 

" eleva des peJ'eaY. During tha t time , h e was exposod to 

much o f' the } T' indo ct r i nl:1, tl on s inc l ud:Lng the propaganda 

.... - - --.. --¥--., .... - -....... ----~--- ...... ... ....... -.-.. --........ _ ......... - ...... ---- - _-.. __ .. _--_._ .... - "- - -----. ----. .-- .. . -.- ..... -.- . ~ - -- . ... .. --- .. ---- --_ .. 

lVo lt;all"e~ C ~1.~dide1 J .H. Brumi'itt ed.; London; Oxfopd 
Un:tversit;l P:re-:ss-; 1968~ p.175n. 

36 



"'I ;;, 

favouring the mission sys t em of colonization (t he conversion 

and settlement of hostil e , nOID&dic t ri bes of the N'evJ Horl a. 

within a J esuit-run town ) for whi ch the J esuits be c ame best 

kno"m. His rebelli on against such teachings I-Jould t end to 

make him an enemy of tbe J esuits 0 Se condlJi-9 his hos t!l! ty 

to the order and its work in ~outh Ame rica would be 

.9.ugmente d if.' he J himself, 'I..ras directly affected in some "JaY 

by t he Paraguay s ituation. Thirdly~ such fe elings would 

be nurtured by any personal grudge s he held against the 

Jesuits. And finally, when h e not ed their continua l 

expans i on and their ever-increasing wealth in Fra nce, he 

would conside r the Jesuit s a pol i tical threa t to his count ry. 

Thus, he lnay well use the wealth and power they had already 

gained. in Paraguay as an exam.ple to his FI'ench compatriots 

of the danger of J es uit dominance. Each of the se rea sons , 

and espocially the last, is fO~:ll1d to be suppopt ed by ample 

8v i denC8o 

y'ol!a:Lt~$ 'VJhe l"'e he discusses Volta i re ! s groHing opposition 

to the Je s uit s, and cl aims that Hil l3,s t p :JBslble quIll fut 

touch~ cowne l es a utres ~l~ves des j ~s uit es pa r l a propaganda 

en favour des mi s sions n ( Pomea u, p e4.0 ) • Yet the :(, 8 bell i on 

of Voltaire, says Pomeau, was agains t the whole J es uit 

sys t em: it 8 ox'derly rout ine tit s propa.ganda , it s teacbings . 

Hf:) hegan to d:lslike many 8spects of the order. 
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Confi ~mat ion of the secon d is found i n Christopher 

Thacker fs not es to the Dro z edition of Candide. In 1 74. 8, 

an agreement had been made between Spain and Portugal by 

which the latt er ceded the long-disput e d territory known as 

the Nova Co lonia to Spain, in exchange for s eve n of the 

Paraguay missions adjacent to the Brazilian frontier. The 

at ',emptto carry out this compact 'Nas r es ist ed by the 

Je suits by force of arms , a nd the missions had to be 

conquered by Ha difficult an d co s tly campai gn ll ( C.iVloE. VIr 

336). Shortly the reaft er , a si milar agreement was completed 

be tween the king s of the same countries, by which the 

Portuguese town of st Sacrement was to be transferred to 

Spain.· Aga in, the Jesuits l e d their armed natives in 

r e volt agai n st both parties, to resist the transfer ( Mol and 

XJ·, ·!. 1'1~)8 )+') 0 ) ~ -, 1, r- - . c:. / , • It was for thi s politica l interference that 

they were ultimately expelled in 1767. To put down the 

up ris ing , a Spanish army had to be equipped and sent to 

Paraguay, the same army mention ed in Ca.~~?:.de as bein g sent 

"pour l'aet t:['e a la raison le s I'evere nds peres jesuites fl 

(Morize, p.56). Tha cker tells us that Voltaire himself 

h ad taken a g reat interest in maritime commerce behJeen 

Cadiz and South Ameri ca and that, about 1750 or 1751, he 

had invested p a rt of his fortune in the commerce of Cadiz. 

In 1756 flil apprit que 8es fonds aidaient a. subventionner 
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une exp~dition espagnole contre les missions j ~suites~ qui 

s ' {~taient T'evoltees en 17.5'2" (Thacker', p.276 ) " No doubt 

be conoidercd tbin a mis-use of money intended for other 

purposes~ &nd the cause of that mis-use was the Jesuits. 

Voltaire ' s personal grudge against the Je suits, which 

constitutes the third possibility, is evident in some of 

Candido ' s first, seemingly irrel evant words after he thinks 

he bas ldllcd the bapon's son, and bas fled the Jesuit camp 

with Caoambo o Despairingly, and somewhat ludicrously, the 

prot agoni st asks how he can be expected to think about food 

or to eat an../ ham vlhen he has just committed murdeJ.~, and 

Hhen he \-Jll1 never see bis lo ve, Cunegonde, aga in. "Et 

que dil'B I e .T ·~~.~L.Jl.e_~:rrev?_l}.x? lI he adds (Horize , po 92 ) 0 

It 18 a comment Voltaire cannot resist. The J"ou:n1al de 

:r l, eY..2~.~: Has a J es ult pu blication under t he edit orshi p of 

Pel'e Berthier, Hhichs sLace 1750, had made frequen t attacks 

on t he vanguapd authors of the Enc;y.clop6di.~. Hi th lo.Thom 

Voltaire Has associatede By 1751, t he .Ellil~~_qpJ!:~, 

reco gnizing the necessity of r e taliating to this verbal 

onsl a ught, l aunched a counter-attack& Yet in 1752, 

reli gi ous authorities a i ded by the Je s ui ts managed to 

secure an order of the Paris Parlement to have t he first 

t H O volumes of the ~n~"'y9 lopedie suppressed. John Pappas , 
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Hl aD inJ:'ormative article, liLa Ruptur e entre Voltaire et 

l es j esu1.tes", stresses that, as an Il ancien eleva " of the 

P~resJ Voltaire himself was as reluctant at first to turn 

~gainst the order as it was, originally, t o criticize his 

a nt i - Christian . In fact, in 1753, after the appearance of 

J es uit condemna tion$ "Voltair'e~ pour eviter l es ennuis 

qu ' ent raine r ait une condamnation, desavoua son oeuvre 

8ussit6t tl
• 2 But t he Jesuits persisted in their criticism 

of' the E!J..Si.£~ ~die> and J)lA1embert$ the back bone of the 

publi cation at that time, was a1 0 0 one of Voltaire's bes t 

friends. D'Ale~be rt wrot e l etters be gging the alliance 

According to Pappas, the crisi s came in 1757 when Damiens 

attempted to assassinate Louis XV and tbe republican doctrines 

of the E£StCl?'J2.~dj~ were blamed . The pri v~~e~ of- the 

El2;£'ycl.s,? ~d~_~ lV'aS removed, and the J esui ts began an all-out 

battle aeains t i t and against certain of Volt a ire ' s works. 

TOHa rd their former stud~nt, "les j esuit es abandonnerent 

t.o uto i:,.1dulgence tt
• 3 Voltaire, amaz.ed to hear of thi s and 

encouraged by D'Alembert, eventual l y decided to fi ght back, 

and led the campaign against the Je s uit s in 1759. The fact 

') 

c-J.N. Panpas s liLa Hupt ure entre Voltaire e t l es jes uites n , 
Lettres r;omanes , XIII ( 1959 ), 357c 

3 Ibid , p.359. 



that it took him two years to retaliate, concludes 

Pappas~ indicates that Ilil n 'a pas decide d1attaquer 1 88 

j~3uites dans un eclat soudain de col~re, mais clest avec 

hesitatjon et presque ~ contre-coeur que sa decision fut 

prls G II. F'urthermo 1"0, IIle 1"61 e de Dr Al embert dans I' engagement 

de Volt aire a defendre cette publication est considerablett.L~. 

How valid these conclusions are is unimportant here; the fact 

remains that, on ce his course was chosen, Voltaire pursued 

it with alacrity. Invective of a personal nature was not 

beloH' him~ as evidenced by hi s Relation de J.:..a2alad:i.E'~~ 1a 

.£"<2 ... 12££.8810n, de~_~~t de I' appari tion du jesui te _Berthler 

f ]r{s'o ) \ . . 7· It is the story of P~rG Berthler and a companion 

who are riding in a coach to Versailles. Berthier be gins 

to perspire and breathe with difficulty, and fin~lly falls 

in a faint. An eminent doctor is called, pronounces Eerthier 

poisoned, and questions the coa chman: 

Coche r, nlauriez-vous point Mis dans votre voiture 
qu elque paquet pour notre apothecaire?--Non, monsieur, 
repondit Ie cocher; voil~ 11unique ballot que j'y ai 
plaoe pa r ordre du rev~rend p~re. Alors, il foui1la 
dans 18 eoffre et en tira deux douzaines d l excmp1aires 
du Journal de Trevoux.--Eh ~ien, messieurs, avais-je 
tOl':tY'''crft'-le grandmede cin.5 

The remedy used on the Jesuit is a purgative made up of 

4' I bid, p~369. 

5Voltaire, ~i~18.ne...eJ?' Paris: Librairie Gallimard, 1965, p.338o 



!lune page de 11, Encw~10ned:te da ns un vin blanc".6 But the __ ·L __ ._~_ 

po ison has worked its way too far into Barthier ' s system, 

and eventually two priests are called to confess him. The 

first refuses to confess a Jesuit. The second consents, is 

shocked to hear Berthier' admit to being editor of the J2.u.rna~. , 

and denies him abs olution. He dies soon after, appears in a 

vision to his s uccessor, Fr~re Garassise, and warna the 

other to cease .. lOrk on the .c2QY.rnal immediately, for the sake 

of his soul. The work is a vivid illustration of Voltaire's 

hostile attit ude toward the Jesuitss and his sympathy for 

Most thoroughly substantiated,however, is the fourth 

and final possibility. Vo ltaire saw the Jesuits as a 

polit lcal threut to France, ex.emplified by the interference 

they were demonstrating in South America. Tha t a religious 

order should defy a pact made between kings, he viewed as 

out rageouse Voltaire's beli efs about the age-old issue of 

church and sta t e are .. Jell knowll. He was a monarchi st in that 

he beli eved the king should possess the hi ghe s t authority. 

He pla inly expressed his prefBrenc0 for an enlightened 

monarchy Hhere Hle roi. go uvepne personellement, avec eclat ,,7, 

.~ .~ ."'_" ~._ .... .... -.. .• __ , ....... ____ . ________ .. __ " __ ._'. ___ ~_"" ___ "'A"_'; __ " _......-~ ........ '--' . ..:._~ .#. __ . __ ._-.:;.:. __ ._~ _______ ...... ....,.._,.· ______ I .... _ .............. _.~~._. -_ ... 

6Ibid , p~339" 

7E?11~Jg_~~g, __ 9.'?..2.o1ta:t~;_. 'Iext.e s choisis et ... p.!8sent6s par_ Rene 
1:..<2.!.!~~a~, Paris: Librairie Armand Colin, 19b3, p.l1+:-

h 
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fo r it was his opinion tbat Hun prince qui ne 'sait pas pal" 

lu:L :"meme cs qui est juste n 1est pas dignB de regner-". 8 

And plainly also , he expressed his fear that the Jesuits 

Here pulling strings in government by playing on the 

consciences of rulers. This fear finds reflection in many 

discu sses how the J esuits "&t aient en Europ~ l es confesseurs 

de ces princes ", while they are waging war in Pe.raguay (Mo l and 

xii, 429 ) 6 Ca cambo, in very similar words. describes J esuit 

government to Candide as they approach the J asui t camp. ttPour 

moi ll
$. he says, "je ne VOl. S rien de s1 divin que l os padres 

q~l font lei la gue rre a u roi d lEspagne et au roi de Portugal, 

at qui en Europ e confessent ces rois " (Hor'ize, p.82 ) . La 

Voix_..9.'.?~E"-e et. du, P2_~~; published .tn 1750 and suppressed 

by an act o f council in 1751, declares expli citly that "il 

ne do it pas y avail" deux puissances dan~ un etatn, a nd 

relnfo~ces the point by asserting tha t a father doe s not 

expect the tutor of his children to instruct him in matters 

conc erning the household (Moland xxxi ii , 467 ) . And the 

pio t tonnaire J2 .. hilosoph,i.9.ue, pu blished after Candide, 

furthe r stresse s the f a ct ,tha t the clergy should ha ve no 

power wha t soe ve r within the s t ate and that the chur ch 

"abus ed the distinction between spiritual power and temporal 

8The Complete \tloy'ks of Voltaire: Ni)tebooks, ed. T. Beste r man, 
Toronto"and Buffa lo: UnlverBit-yof 'Tor'o"i1t'o Press, 1968, 
I,1.30~ 
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pOVJer···-the former- deserved respect but no authority, the 

latt er' des erved. both respect and authority" ( Gay, p.135) . 

It is obvious that Voltaire considered the Jesuits to be 

such abusers. He knew of the influence they had exerted 

over an elderly Louis XIV in 1694: 

In his youth, the king was gallant, carefree, wholly 
given over to pleasure. He grew older. He be gan to 
worry about the welfare of his soul. Gent ly, insidious ly, 9 
his Jesuit confessor played on his fe a rs of Death and Hell. 

j ts uites ~talent en possession de donner un confesse ur au 

roi, comme fJ. presque taus l es pr'inces catholiques" 0 10 He 

di sc usses, though not solely from a political point of vi ew, 

"les qua t res gri3.nds sieeles" of Philip Al exander, Cae sa :!." and 

August us, the Medicis, and Louis XIV, when those monarchs 

Her'e s t.:I'ong. But nov-" he sees tIle pOi-Jer' of the monarchy 

waning, while that of the J esuits in Paraguay strengthens 

inc re a sing ly. About the order 's g radua l extension of its 

l ands beyond those gr'snted it by royal consent, he comments 

that '\lans 10 Pa raguay, on n' a rien donne aux jeslJ.i t es, ils 

s e sent faits souverains sans se di re seul ement propri~taires 

d l unc licu.e de ter:rain, et tout A. ete l eur ouvr-age " (Holand 

V]'1 JI2 'r) J~. , 'T l • He clai. ms, f u rtbermore , tha t t be terri tory 

t akeovel' bas r'eacbed a point Hbere "ils sont venus a 
~""" ___ 4 "' ___ "" _ _ ...... ~--- ..... ... -~-~--... - .. - .... ~--...--~~_ •. ________ ... _..-,, _ _____ t-~"r",.--...... ... _~ .. 

9Vic.to y- Illhaddeus, Voltaire: Genius of Mo.cls.~:r:Y , Montreal: 
Louis Car:r'ier & Co.- ;-I92Ef~--p~ 

lOVo ltaire, Oeuvres historiques, ed. R. Pomeau, Paris: 
Li bra.lrie Gifrfmarcr;-:I957~-p:1078. 



bout de ·gouv6rner un vaste pays comme en Europe on gouve r ne 

un cou.vent" ( r1oland xii, 4 24 ). Coming from the pen of' 

Voltaire, a man who oppo sed the t empora l power of the 

Church, thi s is definit ely not a co mp liment. Rather, it 

is a warning to hi s fello w countrymen tha t the same thing 

could ea sily hap pen in France, where the Jesuits bad a ve ry 

la ['go follm,ling. 

And indeed, it s eems from all a ccounts tha t Voltai re 

had good reason to fear. Histori a ns agree that, in South 

America, the temporal arm of the Church did extend far 

beyond the spiritual, and that the J esuit organi za tion was 

a l so gainin g a strongbold i n F'rance. B;y the t:ime Spanish 

troops were dis pa tched in the l ate 1750 l s to de a l wi th the 

J es uit s , the l~tt er ha d become a formidable forc e , accordi.ng 

to tbe C ~~brl_~~f.~...119_de rn Hi s tory ( VI> 326): I!Hi therto, the 

order ha d been powerful in Port uga l and had exercised , 

through the royal confe ss ors , great influence at court. II 

Barber mentl ons tha t lIin Paraguay, their lcv fJ of Health 

and powel~ ha s held unf ett ered sway" ( Barber , p.29 ) , while 

Diffie declares tha t they "had a C':J.ui l'ed a posi tion and 

standing in the Spanish colonies ( and in the world in 

general ) that made them a sta t e within other stat es, and 

their power tra nsc end ed na tiona l boundaries" ( Diff:te, p.586 ) o 

"They had th e educat ion of the country in their hands", s ays 

J ohn I1a rley, "and frOl1 the confessor's clo set, tbey pulled 
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\·lireswhich moved COUI'ts" 0 10r1ey , p,,1 61). In fact, itA la 

fin du r~ gne de Louis XIV, l es j§sui t es avaient atteint en 

France l' ap o[6e de l eu r puissance. En 1710, dlap r~s De Quens, 

confident du P. Andr&, l as p~res 'avaient 150 &tablissements, 

at 118 et& i ent 3~OOO dont 1,800 pre tres ,1I ( Pomeau, p.40). 

It i8 understandabl e , th.n, tha t Volt a ire ' s Candide , upon 

Cot'1:i.rJe; int o the prese nc e of th e Je sui t Commandant "bais a 

d f nbor'd I e ba,') de 1 a pobe H ( Hopize, p.85), in the gestul"e 

of a sub j e ct e~te ring tho chambe r of a king. Unde rstandable 

as well, i s Voltaire 's use of the familiar, yet foreign 

setting of Pa raguay, in which to dis guise his criticism 

of the Jesuits in France. The techniqu e was employed by 

many ~utLor5 of .the time, be cause of the strictne ss of 

French censorship. 

J esuit power was l 3rge ly dus to a hi ghly orga n i zod 

which was mest effective in Paragu~y. Soci e ty within these 

missions is described by three eminent authors, Benjamin 

Keen, B.It!. Vif'fie, and Regine Pernoud , \'liith rega rd to 

establishment of missions , form of t heir organiza tion, 

their Indi a n policy, and their hi8torical significance. 

True, one can find disc r epancies in their attitudes toward 

the Jes uits by re a ding their accounts, for an unbiase d opinion 

is lmpossibl e to come by. Sometimes, the I1benevolent and 

legl timate side lll1 of the system is st:ressed; oft en , the 

llCharles Gibson, The Coloni a l Period in Latin American 
Ji.L~ t~£y> ltla shin gton :-Am-eri caDHi stori ca l-Asso ciation, 
J. 9 5'B , p • l~. <. 



domineering, yet efficient side is brought out~ But a 

comparison, in each category, of Voltaire's version with 

that of these writers reveals that Voltaire was definitely 

predisposed to criticize t he Jesuits unfavourably in all 

re spects. 

Of the establi shment of missions, Keen tells us that 

missi onary work was be gun among the natives by two Jesuit 

priest s in 1609, and that the first mission settlements were 

in ~a st ern Pa~aguay. By the eighteenth centur~, a strictly 

dc sciplined, centrali zed structure had developed, whose 

"absdlut e control over the l a bour of thousands ,of docile 

Indians enabl ed Jesuits to turn their missions into a highly 

profi t[:, ble bus i nes S ont erpri se II ( Keen, p .142 ) . Hi s emphasi s 

on the extent of Jesuit dominance over the Indian is shared 

by Diffie, who adds that coloniza tion was generally achieved 

by a few missionaries, usuall y accompani~d by troops for 

protecti on, entering a region not previously Chri stiani zed. 

A settlement would be made, and t he Indians induced to l ive 

within the mission by peaceful means if possible, or by 

force if necessary (Diffie, pp.578 -579). Pernoud shows 
, 

less objectivity than the other t wo. His inclination in 

favour of the Jesui t s is evidenced by his chapter title: 

HUn Reus si-ce sociale--les reductions des peres j esui'ces au 

Paraguay !l . Tholgh he, too, dis cusses the journeying of 

mis s ionaries i nto tho uncivilized int erior to preach to 
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the natives, he cannot do so witriout drawing the conclusion 

tha t the pri9sts ' work was of benefit to humanity: 

Ce s d~part s ~taient autant de voyages d'explorati on qui 
firent faira de grands progr~s dans la connaissance de 
l ' int6rieur du pays (Perno ud, p.102). 

A no ble picture of the Jesuits as discoverers and explo rers 

is thus painted, with no mention of their use of fo r ce in 

dealing with t he Indians. Volt a ire, however, shows no 

obj ectivity at all . His viol ent opposition to the Jesuit s 

becomes evident almost as soon as he be gins the section on 

P a:paguay in bJs Essai sur l ~s ~\}rJ.., Hi th hi s pointed 

statement that the setting up of Jesuit missions "parait 

a quelques egaI"ds I e triomphe de llhumanite ll ( Moland x i i, 424. ) 0 

Then, he promptly goes on to prove that appearances do not 

always correspond with r eality, by contrasting the J esuit 

method of controlling and civilizing Indians with tha t of 

the Quakers in North America. The Quake rs, he maintains , 

t a u.ght tbeil" na ti ves 1\ seulement par l' exemple ~ sarfs a tt enter 

a leul:' liberte ", ""her8a8 the; Jesui ts use d r eligion as an 

excu.se "pour ater la Ii berte aux peuplades du Paraguaytt 

( Mo l and xii, 424 ). This contrast is insulting when we 

conside r the respe ct Vol taire has previ ously shown toward 

the Quakers a t times, and doubly insulting when we 60nsider 



the fun he bas made of them at others . 12If the Jesuits 

compar'c unfa vourablJ even v.ri th them, it puts the o rder 

on a low plane indeed, in Voltaire's eyes. And Candide 

lowers it even furtber, by equating the Indians in the 

J esuit mission to negro slaves. Af t er he ba s taken hi s 

breakfast in a shady arbour with Candide and Cacambo, the 

J-osuit Commandant i ~fi t. r e tirer l es escl aveSl negres et l es 

Paragua ins qui servaiont" (Horize , p.86 ) . Such a desc I'iption 

s eems designed to induc e the reader to share Voltaire's 

feelings .of hostility toward the Peres. 

On · the form of mission organization, the re seams to be 

substantial a greement among hi storians. In the legis l ative 

capaci ty, e3ch mj.ssion had a Father Superior whose a utho rity 

came ultimatel y from the Pope, and who was cbief of all the 

curac. i es Ol~ towns. rpvlO Jesuit f a thers living in ea ch tOvm 

were charged resp e ctively with its spi ritua l and ma terial 

Spani sh vill ages , which was elected from among the Indians . 

Keen and Diffie make it a, point to i ndic a te t hat this 

.213.;..\?tl9.<?. had, in fact, no power, since final decisions on all 
. '. .-

..... . .:~;;;, .... _~-..:..--.: ........ _;. _ J ..... ~ ___ .... _.~ ....... """-'.:.J~~ ... ,~-=.t ~:i"i:~~ .• ';.,,.:.F' •• \..::. .. ~.:~: ... ~..:.~ .. ,.--.~-.,... .... ..........u-"'O'-~~ ... - ..... -~ •• ...---.~----."" ..... _- ,,-- .-!--.~ ..... ......-.-... ~ 

12See T:!.ettr~J~hilo s 0E.hiques, Lettres I-IV , ~ Sur les Quake r s ' 0 

At t imes during these letters, Voltaire takes a very seriou3 
at t itude t oward the Quakers, ( Let t r e IV ) ~ and on other 
oc casions his tone is one of gentle mockery a t SOMe of the 
Quake r customs (Lettr es I, III ). 
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cases were made by the J esuits (Keen,pp.142 - 144, Diffie,p.58 )0 

Pernoud chooses a milder approach, asserting simply that 

nees Indiens s fadministraient eux-memes; ils avaient l eurs 

F_~Et~orE)~ et leurG .§._~l.~.E?1? s autrement di t, l eurs officiers 

de j ustice. at de police, t§lus par la population" (Pernoud, 

pp.95-96 ) . It is Voltaire ' s approach that is ext~eme • 

.9andid.~ 1 s C2.cam bo voices a viciously sarcastic condemnation 

in his surr.JJlation of Jesuit government: 

Clest une chose admirable que ce gouvernement. Le 
royaume a d6jA p lus de trois cent lieues de diam~tre; 
il es t divis~ en trente provinces; los padres y ant 
tout et le s peuples ri en; clest I e ehef-d 1 oeuvre de 
l a raison et de la justice (Morize, ppo80-B2 )o 

Part of this description refers to the economic 

mana geme nt of the missions, all of ''''hi ch Here x'un on a 

communal basis. No one was allowed to work for personal 

gai n; everyone, without di s tinction of age or sex, worked 

for the co rnnl!J.III ty. Careful supervision of the }ndi a ns, as 

they toiled in the fields, was practised • . The cu r~ himself 

saw to it tha t a ll were equally fed and dressed. For t his 

purpose, cur~s placed in storehouses all agri cul tural and 

industri al· produce, selling in the Spanish towns their 

surp lus of goods . Those who joined the settle~ent as members 

of the community were obliged to surrender their persona l 

possessions and wo r k only for food, farm implements 1 and the 

good of the commune. Diffie te lls us, in addi tion, that in 



the ac quisition and handling of vast Bu ms of mone y , the 

Je s ui ts demon s trated gr eat 1ngenuity. They collect ed fees 
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for various types of reli gious s e rvic es r e nder ed to indivi dual s 

or the sta t e . Missiona ry work in country miss i ons wa s p a i d 

fo v by the bishops, and fronti e r mis s ions we r e s upport ed by 

the crown. Children who att ended school s paid f ees, a nd 

the Idng pa id the tuition of the Indian children in some 

J esuit schools. Whenever they suffered destruction of 

property through Indian wars, they could appeal to the 

authoriti es and the crown to recomp ense them, on the ground s 

that they were rendering a public service (Diffie, p 585). 

Money was in the hands of the Jesuits, then, while the 

Indi ans laboured only for the ess entials of life , and this 

C 8.ll..~~ G d Volt aire to s ay fl atly tha t the J e sui ts had all , and 

the people nothing. Yet these funds were put ' to good a nd 

unselfish use, claims Pernoud. They were employ~d. for 

example, to promptly pa y the regular tribute of one piastre 

per head, charged the missions by the Spanish king (Pernoud, 

p.IOl ) . · Ke en quotes an admiring account by F~lix de Aza ra, 

who travelled to South America and saw these missions. 

Azara, who criticizes many aspects of Jesuit society, admit H 

that the lavish appearance of their churches was most 

impressive and must have cost Itvast sums that they could 

have appropri a ted for themselve s if they ba d be en ambi tious lt 



( l ' ~. Keen , p. Lj .:-:) ~ 

mangd rent rlu ~ar8 d8n~ d es 6cuell as de boi s, en pJ.ein champ , 

, ~ ., , 1 Y oJ I ' ( ,. R I ) a .J..' 8.rQeur (11). SO _ G.L. · l-lor:!.ze, P&L_i..i • • Vol t aj.re empbasl ZOE.> 

tha t the natives enjoyed notably les s well-be ing than the 

JO Bu its, implying that tbe Jesuits exploited the towns, lived 

in luxury themselves, and deprived the Paraguaya ns. Where 

he s tates a fact co rrect ly, he often twists its meaning in 

the int erest of his own satire. A prime example occurs 

in the Essai, where the natives' lack of money and the 

J esuit s l possession of it are combined in a sentence that 

mak e s the -Tesu! ts sOl1nd J.ike crooked slave-OHners who take 

adva ntage of Indian s and bribe officials: 

lI s dcnnent au roi d'Espagne une piastre pour chacun de 
leurs sujets; et cette pi as tre, ils la paye nt au 
gouverne ur de Buenos-Aires, s oit en denr&es, so~t en 
monna Je; C8 r eux senls ont de l'argent et l eurs peuples 
n'eD touchent j amais (MoJand xii, 425). 

Of Voltaire ! s unswaying prejudice against the Jesuits, there 

86ems l ittle question. Of the actual enslavement of Indians 

by the Jesuits, which Voltaire states as a certainty, there 

is, on th e other ha nd, some doubt, which will be didcu ssed 

in examining the Jesuit Indi an policy_ 

The most, active period of J esuit mission settlement 

\~8.S betwe en 1620 nnd 1640 1 and the main Jenuit problem 



during that time, was to induce the Indians, many of whom 

were warlike, to establish themselves ill definite localities 

under the tutelage of the missionaries. Pe~3u~sion was used 

in part, "but once in the mis8ion~ the Indians were not 

pe:r'mitted to le avetl (Diffie, p.580). 1'1iseionaries isolated 

the Indi ans , states Dlffie, took their produce as religi ous 

offerings, and :-c'eturned to the Indi an "Ii ttle to compensate 

him for tbe los s of his freedom" (Diffie$ p.582 ) . Diffie 

has already made known his opinion that, upon entering a 

mission, the Indian sacrificed his liberty. Indeed, be l ater 

says explicitly tha t " slaves were among the most valuable 

po ssessions of the Jesuits. A clo se inventory would 

pro ba bly reveal that they o"med thousands. That their 

treatment of the slaves was in keeping with the customs 

of .the times, is indica ted by the stocks, chains, and other 

instruments of punishment found on their plantations at 

the time of tbelr expulsion" (Diffie, p.584 ) . Later, he 

clarifies that "they owned Indian as well as negro slaves '! 

(p. 725). Keen, however, quotes a defense by J esuit Father 

Anch:1 eta against current accusations that the Jesui ts vIera 

enslaving the Indians. Anchieta declares that the Fathers 

act purely out of love o f God and interest in the Indians' 

souls. He answers Diffie 1s claim that the natives were not 

allowed to le ave once inside the mission, by saying that if 

a mun had finished his farm work, bis time was his own, the 

only provisi on being that he was getting along with his 
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wife and would not use the opportunity to flee from her. 

Furthermore, says Anchieta, the Indians were not obli ged 

by force to work 0 n the pJ.antatlons. They came to help of 

their o~n free will, because they needed clothing or 

implements (Kee n, p~197 ) . Pernoud agrees with the Father's 

defense, augmenting it with a just ification of his own for 

keeping the Indians isolated on mission sites: 

II ~tait essentie l , en effet, pour la r§ussite de l' oeuvre, 
d e pr~server les peuplades du mauvais exemple que l es 
populations espagnoles n'eussent pas manqu~ de l eur donner: 
ces Stres qui vivaiont sans argent, qui •.• ~ratiquaient avec 
un a enti~re sinc§rit6 les principes du christianisme qulon 
leur avait inculqu6s, n'auraient pu manquer dt@tre 
scandilin~s au contact des m~tis et des europ~ens ( Pernoud, 
p·.,lOO) • 

For this reason , he continues, any visiting whites were 

allowed to Rtay only three days, in quarters separate from 

the nativeso Indeed, it is pro~able that this policy was the 

only one feasible a t the tirne, if Jesuit communi ties vlGre to 

survive. Voltaire , however, viewed it as out rageous and 

intolerant. In Canj.ide, he contracts the three -day limit 

into three hours. Candide and Cacambo a re allowed to wait 

just that long in the Jesuit camp for the Commandant (Morlze, 

o? \ p.v,;)/. Only a ft er they make it known that they are not 

Spanish but German~ does the Commandant admit them into his 

presence and deign to speak to them. This exaggeration of 

t he truth at the expense of the J esuits brings Volt a ire ' s 

p a t statements about native slavery under suspicion also. 
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While it rr1a ;r certainly be true that there He r e some sls.ves 

on the missions , as Diffi e pointe out, it is by no me ans a n 

accepted fact that the Jesuits made a regular practice of 

enslaving all the natives in the towns. Indeed, the bigge st 

&rgumant against such a statement is tba t the natives were 

8.l:·m':; d~ 8.nd that they I'Jere emplo;y-ed to defend the mi. s SiOllS 

against attackers~ This, Volta ire does mention, but not in 

relation to slavery. Rather, he pa5. nt ~ a scandalous pictur e 

of a supposedly religious organization turned military. 

C8.n.9isl~ acbieves his purpose effecti vely by lithe coupling 

of two normally antithetical ideas: traditionally, the 

prie st and the s oldier perform very different functions in 

socie ty, but the' Jesuits, and in particular the baron's 

s on, combi n e them",13 Upon arr:i.ving at the Jesui t campy 

Candi de and Cacambo reques t permission of Hun officler 

paraguain" to speak to Hmonseigneur l e commandantH (Norize, 

' The combination of an e cclesiastical title ( monse igneur) 

Hith a milital'Y rank ( Ie commandant ) "is the fir'st of a. whole 

series desi gned to spotlight the ridiculous incongruit y of 

theRe warlike preachers of the gosp e l of peace ll
o
14 But a very 

important point is never taken into account: that one does 

not a1'm one: s slaves $ and ceptainly one does not make them 

office rs~ Neither do es Candida ever touch upon the original 

"_·.~~Jr _ _ TO.._~ __ ... __ r, ___ ~ ____ " ____ ~ ___ · __ · __ ~ _________ __ "_~ __ - .• - .. -.---~ 

13 Vo ltaire s Candids$ ed. J.ll . Erumfitt, London: Oxford 
University-Pi~"e-ss-; 1968, po44. 

14I bid, po175n. 



56 

r eason for this arming; the reade r is informed only that the 

J asuit forces are ca using trouble in st Sacrement and are 

defying the kings of Spain and Portugal. It is a fact, 

however, that the Jesuits had ob tained royal authorization 

to arm their na tives, so as to protect them from that very 

slavery to which they were a ccused of subjecting them . 

Inha~iting the Sao Paulo region of Brazil, were a breed 

of mamelucos or mixed-bloods, resulting from the polygamous 

practice s of the Portuguese. Since the a rea was agriculturally 

poor, thes e Paulistas, as t hey we r e called, became hUnters 

of men. The suga r pl anta t ions of Brazi l nee ded slaves, for 

" in a ddi tion to t he French vles t Indian m8.rkets, there was 

all..Jays a demand for' slaves in the Spanish eolo::li es 't.15 Long 

before the end of the sixteenth century, the Paulist a s had 

embarked on s l ave-hunting expeditions. Portugal, at the 

t iDe, found herself in internationa l difficulties tha t gave 

the mar~eluc..2.§. further opportunity for pursuing thei:r lucrat:i. va 

occupation. The norma l supply of Afri can slaves was prevented 

from reachi ng Brazil by a series of political cl r cumstanc B s~ 

so t ha t the plantations were very short of l abour. Thus> 

"tbe Sp anish J es uit ml ss ions60 .proved to be a boon to t he 

slave-hunt ers , f or the missions furnished t he bandeirantes 

with their most a ccessible supply of s l aves. The period of 

greatest growth of the Spanish missions corresponded exactly 
. . -

___ ' __ " __ "~"'f"U'"'~"~':'''''''';'''''''''._~l;.'...:.l;..,'..Moo:.:~'''''''''' .~ . .-,,-.. __ .-..:....,~_. ___ ,.....-....-....\..o .... ~ ______ ~_ 

15Nelli s H. Cr'ouse, U....£QCh_St1;.ugg16 for -:-~he Wes t J;ndles, 
London: Franl:: Cass & Co . Lta, 19 S;-P.l02. 



Hith the ;3cnr'c1 ty of negro slaves, and the great demalld for 

Indians " ( Diff ie, p,,670-671 ) . Hence , the Paulistas watched 

It d: un bon oeD. l' eta bl i ssement des pr' emiE3res bourgades qui 

constltuai en t d 1 excel1ents r~s erves d'Indi ens , destines ~ 

devenir' una proie facil e It (Pernouct, p .103 ) , and in 1629, 

they made their first attack on the defense less Jesuit 

missions, t aking 2,500 Indians . In va in did the Jesuits 

protest and appeal to the authoritie s. There was neither 

the force, nor the disposition to stop the Pa01istas. The 

mission syst em had made slaving an easy and a safe profession. 

Instead of tracking down nomadic, warlike n atives, all the 

mamelucos had to do now was to gathe r them in. Diffie 

info rws us th9.t miss ion I ndi ans began to suspect that the 

Jesuit ~ were in l eague with the s l ave- bun t ers , but that 

~his suspic ion appears to have been groundless (Diffie; po671) 

Nevertheless, J esuits often unwittingly aided slavers by 

making excurs ions into the interior' and seeking out nomadic 

tribe s where they had taken refuge, to preach them the gospe le 

S].ave - hunt ers bad merely to follow the Jesuit s , r emain hi dden 

until the Fathers had ga ined the Indians! confidence, and then 

spring out and capture tbb unsuspecting savages. In fact, 

slave~hunters vJent furtber, tidis guised themselves like 

J esuit s , and, by the worst species of s a crilege, frequently 

de coyed the n El. ti ves!l (Diffie, P e 671 ) . Eventuc' 11y, the 
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,Tesuits bec 9me desperate; "lIs obtinrent des rois d ' Espagne 

'1 i e.l):torisation d I avoir des armes a feu"; and they severely 

defeated the Paulistas in 1642 ( Pernoud, p.103 ) . But these 

fa cts are ignored in Candide, for they are not a ctually 

1-J2. tbln the work ' ,s chronologica l scope, and m.ore import antly, 

t~cy cont ribute nothing towards its author's bltter, 

sarcastic argument against the Jesuits. 

The same is true when we consider the historical 

significance of the mission system. Voltaire elects to allow 

it no important accomplishments at a ll, sticking only to 

point s derogatory to the J es uits . He iums up his opinion 

of the effects ihey had in Paraguay in the words of Fr~re 

Garass ise, to whom Bcrthier had appeared in a vision in the 

The soquel to·ttat work 

t akes a trip to Pa raguay soon after the visions and upon 

returning, presents a list of all the J esui t deeds there: 

COHment les freres jesuites avaient £'ait l'evolter pour 
Ie caus e de Dleu la horde du Saint-Sacrament, contre 
le\..l.Y' 1"01 legi time. 

Cornment lea frel"BS jesui tes aV8.ientexcite une sedition 
dans Ie Bresil pour retablir l'union et la paix. 

Comment l es frer es j es uit es avaient pris l eurs mesures 
pour envoye r Ie roi de Portugal. rendre compte A Dieu de 
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ses actions. 

Comment 
par l es 

l es fr~res j6suites ont 6t6 chass6s de Portugal 
lo is humaines contre les lois divines. 16 

Nothing but unfavourabl e informa ti on is given, and it 

i s given in a tone of savage mockery. It is true t hat mission 

t owns soon fell into decay after the J esuits Here expel l ed, 

ei ther due to ineffeciency of those who took them over, as 

1\.7.8.):'a ( quoted by Keen ) would have us beli eve (Keen, p . I~.3-14)+ ) , 

or because t he J es uit s themse lves did no t have as great an 

influenc e as is generally supposed, whi ch is Diff ie i s opinion 

( Di ffi e, P.SS)). Never t he l ess Diffie, unlike Voltaire, is 

genero us enough to a llow that t he orde r did more in Paraguay 

than simp l y cause troubl e. ftA s nlisslonarles fi , he says, "they 

were among the most daring, as educators among the mos t 

assiduous, and as orGanizers, the most efficient ll (Diffie , 

p.S8)). His words contain a note of admirati on , stronger 

. ev en in Pernoud: 

Ma t eri ell ement, morale ment, int ell e c tuellement m§me, Ie 
syst~me des j6suites avait transform6 to ut e une 
po pul a tion (Pernoud , pp.llO-lll ) c 

1:'be ci vilizatlon creat ed , continues Pel'l1oud, fin' 6tai t peut-

etr'e p FJS Ie ' t r'lomphe de l'humanit 6 ftt , but it "ma rque 

certainell1ent l ' une des grande s trlomp bes de chriRti anisme fl 

( Pe r noud, p.lll). He uses the phrase in quotes on purpose 

t o r efute Voltaire f s opening paragraph of the Paraguay . 

16Volta ire , ]\'U~ l an~s , Pa ris : Li bra irle Gallimard, 1965, 
p P • 34 8·~ 349-. --- .-
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chapter in the. Es~~.!..17 Indeed, it does appear, once 

again, that Voltaire has been somewhat unfair toward 

the J esuit s in his supposedly objective E~.~i , and even 

more so in his openly satirical .Q~i?;..~ .• Granted, Candide 

and the Essai were published before the J esui t expulsion, 

and therefore have limited perspective in thei r examination 

of the mission system; yet even so, there seems little 

question that the French poet-~)h:Llosopher has alloHed 

his personal prejudice against the order to interfere 

with his poiitical analysis of its achievements. 

In conclusion, we ca nnot take the picture painted of 

the Jesuits in Candide at face value. It is a picture 

col our'cd by polemlc purpcse, vihich omits many details 

cont r a ry to that purpose. As And r6 Delattre says about 

Vol t8ire: all ment d6li b6rement, par principe, .dans s a 

lutt e contre l es prejuge s et les abus tt • 18 The J esuits, it 

appe"rs, had been mentally categorized by Voltaire as part 

of 1\ Ie s a bus II before the wri ti ng of Candide \-Jas even begun; 

thi s predispos ition to condemn them is evident enough in 

the E~.~~l~ about vlbich Virgil ~'opazlo comtllents~ 

Onc cannot deny the frequent intervention of Voltaire's 
personality and prejudices in this genre as in others. 
AftOT' alI, it was the author of Zadig and 52. .. a12~lide Vlho 

• _ .. ...-r' __ ~ ... .-_~ ... ....-" . ......... ___ ....... ~_ ...... __ ... _· ____ ~~ ___ ·- --_._---_._--_ ... 
17Quot ed on p.48 of this paper. 

18Andre Delattre$ Volt~~F_e l ' j.ll}Petueux , Paris: Mercu re de 
France, 1957, p.4'2". 



was making the all-important selection of facts and 
events (Topaz5.o, p.77). 

Historians admit that the Jesuit mission system of the 

eighteentb century was far from perfect, but Voltaire 

was biased against the J esuits because of his own clashes 

Hi th them.. 1.9 .QaIl~1.de const! tutes a reflection of that bias; 

and 'tthere is no stronger illustration of the twist which 

pol emi cal fury may give to the most acute int 011igence ' t 

(Horley, p~321 ) ., 

I 
I. 

! 

i 

-----.---..,.~·19;~·~·· .. -~~--·; ~ ·-~~·:;~'-~~·~_;~·ns i ~ .. ; ;~-;:"~3 6-7= 3 6'8~-~;'-'~ 0 hn Pap p a s I .-.-... --.~ ... ~-~ 
article. Voltaire feared the Je8uits ' enormous temporal 
power and wanted to see it curbed, but he never wanbed the 
order t o be totally crushed. He evon exp re ssed regret at 
the news of their expulsion from France in 1762. 



II L rJ:'B}~ Ii'n Al';"CE OF' \/0 L'I' A IR8 'S DAY : THE NEED F'OR REPORf.1 

1'116 picture paint ed of' humanity in C~E.0J._d~ is 

depressingly vicious. In Spain th e protagonist is 

subj e cted to torture by the Inquisition for li stening 

with apparent approval to the unorthodox views of his 

tutor P~nglosso In Surinam he is cheated twice, first 

by the uns crupulou s merchant Vand e r dendur who offers to 

transport him and his goods by sea to Ita ly then sai ls 

without him, and next by the lo cal judge who charge s him 

t en thousand piastres for VOicing bi s complaint too loudly 

and another ten thous and for hearing the case . In Paris 

be fall s s lJ g htJ.y j J l and i s immedlately surT'ounded by 

suddenJ.j'-· 8.cqu:i red tlintimate friend s " who can see tha t he 

is wealthy a~d wait like vultures for him to die. A doctor 

comes without ba ing s ent for and cha r ges fe es for £ iving 

hIm medi cines tr:!at make the illness \--J orse . A tOHl.') cl ergyman 

u :rge B }iim to s.i.gn a b~}:~~"~ __ ~~~~nf essi_~.r.!: which Hil l gai n 

him a dec8 11t; burial and 8. passage into the other world. 

WhEn he re co~e rs despite the doctor, a cleric off ers to 

s holt) bim al'oi).nd tOHD fo r D. pri ce and ends by t aldng him 

to 8 croo ked gambljng house . There , a l ady calling 

h(~I'se lf 1118 marquise de Paroli gna c ll seduces him into 

giving he r his di amonds. The cleric himself then writes 

62 
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bim a lettep, supposedly fr'om Cunegonde, saying she is 

ill in a place nearby. Candide hastens to t he place, 

pOU1'~) gO:Ld and jewels into a lady ' s outstretched band, 

a ni .i s arr'e ste cl ~~wrnedi stoly afterwards . He has been 

represented to a policeman by the cleric as an i'et r anger 

DL18pC·)ttt ( Mcri7..o, p0167 ) , and he would have gone to p l"ison 

had h8 not mana.ged to bpi be the policeman. Cont i nu a lly 

the nalve hero is being duped and tricked because he does 

n ot suspect the ex.te nt of the corruptio n ar'ound him. 

Ttdt ~oltBire really had s uch a low opinion of 

manJd.nd :Ln gcnG:r--8.1 and of Paris in par't1cular, 18 dou ()tfL11. 

Wh~t ie certain i s that h e despised what David Willi ams 

c8.11s "tht'; inaeti.v-lty and n egat ivity of the f r'ivolo u.3 

so ci~l world with its emphasis on p~ssive discussion 

r'Stthel' th~-"l1 appllcation of ideas" 0
1 As J .H. Brumfitt 

inrproveme:nt of human society, which " could be furth er ed by 

the achievement of specific aims ". 2 :Q?-.!!dj_~~ pro vides us 

with an apt example of this vi ewpoi nt since it singles 

out sGveral spe cific i ssues to be subjected to invectiv e . 

In the areas of slavery , intol erance , the dishonesty of 

p rofe~::8j.onal Irlen~ the exis t e nc e of l ega l documents tha t 

\ 



eould be u;::; ec1. fo r corrupt purp,)SGS, Find the cont:J: :Lbut:\.ol1. 

Dence, thC3G f17e area s will be examined separately in 

t his cbapter. 

Sl avery _ ............. ____ .-...-.1/ .. , 

Volt air8 protested against the institution of slavery 

that; It e h8.qut:l J."l() rT.!r.1 0 d8.ns I e fond de son coel.u.' <:1. drol t d'3 so 

C;'Oi:::'8 ont l e rem ent 
') 

egal aL0( a u tres homme s it • .) Just outside 

SUI'lnD.l'!, Cun() :~.do and Ca c8Elbo encou.nter a negro s l ave vJho~ 

in reco unting how he WRS so l d into slave ry, expresses the 

Les f{,tishr:;s bol :i. andais qui rn 'ont c onvert i me 
di.sont t ,.)ti~1 l et: ~~imanchc.s qtW nO :.lS sommea tous 
on.f8.nts d ' j-ld3.my bl Enlc~' at noir' s . Je ne SI) :LS pas 
gen(!~;'1 1.o gj 8te l'1~:,j.s B1 '_~es preeneu r s diseni; vral, 
n~us aommes taus cousins, i ssus de germain. Or 
vaus m' ovouerez qu 10n ne pe ut pas en user. avec 
ses p~U'8!':/~; S~ d j :Jrw lT18nlero phu~ hOl'rl bl e (11or::.zc, p.129). 

cruel treatment at the hands of his maste r, tha t corrupt 

ll'le:t'cl!ent V8.nd ~~n'de nduX'. Vlhen C8.ndide and. CU(;8.moo first come 

upon h:tm , he :L~...; H e t~ en du. par t apre !' and 1. 8 m:l.ssi ng both hi1:! 

le ft l (;g ?.nd h is ri ght he.nd (}'Ior:1.zo , p.127 ) o It; is the 

c ustom on a sugar pl antation, he expla i ns, to cut off a 

slave l s hanci if he ca tches it in the grindstone and to 

2nd ed ; Paris: 



nut off his le g if he trie s to run away. He adds that it 

i9 a t thi s price that Europeans buy sugar . 

The passage is obviously designed to evoke sympathy 

for t he slave. It makes the reade r think that Voltaire i s 

such a vehement opponent of slavery that he would gladl y 

embra ce this ne gro as a brother . It cause s the reader to 

gl':Lma ce at t he harshness of the "cust oms ll of the ti me in 

punishing slaves. I t makes the reader despair a t the fact 

thaG those who harvest the s ugar crop must suffer so much 

in order that th1 s commodity be ma de available to Europeans6 

To assume , however, tha t Volt a i re, by creating these three 

l mpl'etlsions j 1s painting the si tua tion in its true li ght 

is both dangerous a~d erroneous . 

For one thing~ Voltaire was Dot so violent1y opposed 

to slavery h1mself that he even thought to include this 

epi s ode in the original manus cript of Cand ide. - Apparently 

he was inspired t o add it only after r eadi ng an account 

by Hel veti us on the mortality of slaves in Ameri ca .4 Thacl{e r 

tel l s us in his edition of Candide (p.258 ) tha t this account, 

gi ve n in g_u':~'§J2.~i~ , declared that n o sugar r ea ched Europe 

nqui ne soi t teinte de sang hurnain n • rEha statement probably 

appealed to Volt a ire ' s sense of the drama tic a nd caused him 

to lnclude it. At a ny rate, S.T. McCloy specifically states 

4Polit iaue do Voltaire: Textes chois i s a t pr~sent~s par Ren6 ' 
f0·m~i.&L~P~lr:Cs~ Li brairie Armand Colir~ 195"], p.2l!+: 
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that tlVoltalre, like Montesquieu, was so mild an opponent 

of"' slavery [U3 to be critici zed by subsequent abolitionistslt 

and that, far from regarding all bl ack men as brothers, he 

! t coTIs ldered the negro handicapped by colour, appea r ance, and 

intelligence, i nferi or to the Hhi t e man ti ( McCloy, p.87 ) . It 

is likely also that he r eali zed. as did his cont emporaries, 

t ha.t Hon l-J. be.se of negro r::lave l abour' rested all the 

i mportant~ l a rge- sc31B economlc a!~t i vi ties't of t he French 

colonies (Keen , p.20S ) . War had l ed the government of 

France to encourage slavery. In the Wars of the Spanis h 

Succes si on ( 1702~· 1713)$ the Austrian Succe ss:ton (1740- 1748 ) , 

and t he Seven YAa~s ( 1756-176) ) , she had l os t to Britain 

nearly all of her pre vious vas t empire. Mos t of the colonies 

she r e tained "tJei.'e in the West Ind1e3 and the Indian Ocean 

"and the crops wer e chi efly sugar, toba cco , indi go, and manioc 

for wbich slave l a bour was a grea t asset in cultiva tion, 

harvesting, and prvcessi ng ll ( McCloy, p.82 ) . In fac t , "so 

e s s ential did the government consider the ne ~d of slave 

l a bou r t o cultivate the plantations and manufacture their 

p roducts in the colonies tha t it undert ook to subsi diz e 

heavily the slaving companie s a t a cert ai n sum per slave, 

and at 80 mucb per tonnage of the vessels engaged" (McCl oy, 

p~83 ) 0 Diffie further 8.sserts tl.lat "negro s l avery •.• Has 

not only accepted as an economic necessity; it was defended 

by the Ch urch as being compatible wi th Christian ethics" 

( Diff ie , pc473). While this l at ter measure was no doubt 
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too extreme for Volt a ire to agree with, it is not unl i ke ly 

that he could see, as Victor Malouet later saw, that the 

ins tituti on wa s, at the time, the only pra ctical system fo ~ 

tbe French colonies. Malouet, a Santo Domingo resident for 

a number of years and himself a slave-owner, published a 

defense of the slaves in 1788 in which he agreed that sl avery 

was cruel and must go as soon as another method could 

adequately r eplace it. For the present, however, it would 

have to remain since the ~l imate was too hot for white men 

to work in t he fie lds and since no housing facilities 

existed for the slaves should they be freed and hired as 

day- l a boupel's. The im..rnedid t e need, i nsi s ted Ha.loubt ~ was 

for improvement of' condi tiona and not emanc! p8.t:i. on ( jlfic Cloy, 

p.l07-108 ). Voltairo , in all probability, i s insisting 

upon tbe same t lling . By reminding us in _Candi_g~ that He 

are all. equal in tha t we are products of the same Creator, 

be is urging more humane tl'eatment · of slaves, if slaves there 

must 
, 
D8 0 

Secondly~ Voltaire ' s implication that hands and legs were 

frequently chopped off by hard-hearted masters is a great 

exaggeration. One account quoted by Keen admits that " instance s 

of cruelty do ocour .•. but these proceed from individual 

depravity and not from systematic, cold~blooded, calculating 

indifference If (Keen, p. 205 ) • Indeed some slaves, lucky enougb 

, F 

t o have kind masters, led comparitively easy lives ( Keen, p.210 ). 
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There was ~ ]so legislation regarding the treatment of 

slaves , enac t6d by Loui s XIV in 1685 to prevent harsh 

exces s es by de fining the limit s beyond which ~lave-owners 

munt not go. This legisla tion, known as the Code Noir, 

pe rmitted the master to chain or scourge his slave 9 but he 

could not tortur'e~ mutilat e , or' execute him. A runaway 

slave who bad been gone a month would he branded with the 

fleur - de-li s and his e a rs clipped , and if the of fense were 

r'epeated n6 would be hams trung and a fleur-de··1:Ls branded 

on eFJ ~':t. ~hould 3 1'. FU1'the rmor'e II the e E: pena l ti es Here to be 

inflict e d by the court, not by the ma ster~ ( McCloy. p.85). 

The. s l ~~. ve in Ca~~. y tllen, represents a direct viol a tion 

of the Code Noir. Not only has punishment been inflicted 

by th e ma ster, but it is punishment in the form of mutil a tion. 

VoJ.t a i ro has shO\.rn us a. case of utt 0r dlsregard -for the luH, 

but he has done it for a good reason. He wants us -to see 

that it is enti~ely possible to get away with such a crime. 

Tha t many sla ve ·-01 .... ners actually did get a-vwy \.;1 th it ii'! 

point ed out by McCloy: 

All in all, the Code Noir was designed to prot ect 
the slave by des i gna ting his ri ghts and obligat ions. 
The peaceful slave ought to experience no difficulties 
unl ess hi s ma.ster was unjust. That masters and officials 
were scrupulous, however, to follow the wording and 
spirit of the Code, there can exist only the graves t 
doubt. Evldently s ome did; othe rs did nOli (McCloy, p.86). 

Surely there we re numerous honest and scrupulous masters 

who dld not be lieve in mistreatment and who followed the 

Code. But thos e whose consciences did not prevent them from 



disobeying were not effectively checked by the government 

ei the-r'o If dj s covered, they 1r.Jere subj e ct to a light fine ~ 

t hough more often than not the remoteness and isolation 

of their plantations kept them from being discovered at 

8.11 ( Keen, p.210 ) ~ !!Nothing is more illusory, It quotes 

Diffie from an account of the time, "than the effect so 

much vaunt ed of these lm.rs 11 (Diffie, p.4 73 ) 0 Pe l~noud 

agrees and quotes as evidence a portion of the ship's 

lo g of a slave-trading cornpany \'I[hieh states in a ma tter-

of-fact way that much of the slave cargo was reguJ.arly 

lost. through rieatb. Quch lack of concern for human life, 

though it horrifies us now, was, according to Pcrnoud, 

'1 , j d o·c8.2ac t er'ist . '1uee la mentalite de l ' epoque lt ( Pernoud, 

,: ,J \ 
PHI;:) I .. AnCi. it. is tbJs meutality to Hhich Voltaire 1s 

o bjecting. He uses byperbole 8.S a \>Jeapon to jolt French 

cit5zens into realizing that excesseR of cruelty do exist 

1n t h6 colonies even though forbidden by law. To forbid, 

he jmplies, is not enough; it is necessary to enforce the 

law mare effectively in order to bring about an improvement 

i n tbe slave's lot. 

Thirdly, Voltaire ' s comment about the availability of 

sugar in Europe at the cost of extreme slave suffering is yet 

another exaggeration. As We have seen, the hardships he 

depicts for tbe negro in Surinam represent those undergone 

only by a s l ave with the most merciless of masters, and the 

majority of nlasters were not as merciless as Vanderdendur. 
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As we have also seen, the statement was probably mainly 

insp :l:eed b:t Eelvetius f De l'EsEl-'it. It is interesting, 

as well) to note that the remark is uttered in a Dutch 

colony , for this fact would evoke more associations for 

t ho Frenchman than are at first evident. Nellj.s M. Crouse 

points out tha t the French were much more ineffici ent at 

marketing sugar than the Dutch because the French looked 

down on trade as an ignoble profe3sion and their commerce 

was low at the end of th3 seventeenth century. Furthermore, 

the French im~osed excessive duties on sugar , tobacco, and 

ginger 5 Hhile the Dutch who also practised trade i n the 

Host Indie.s levied a low uniform rate on D.l1 these commodi ties. 

Tbus, the Dut ch Here abJ. e to h)port ravJ sugar and to bacco 

from the French West Indies, treat it in their refineries and 

factori es ) and re-ship it to the Baltic ports and even to 
.J 

Fr!:mce at a good profit. j The fJOrds of the negro in Candi ~~. 9 

therefore: Hould qu:i.te posslblJ call to mi nd this state of 

affairs and would definitely stir French anger at the fact 

that, despite the slave 's hard work and harsh treatment in 

the colonies of France, the final result of his efforts was 

a profit for the Dutch. 

On tho question of slavery, then$ Candid~. !s approach 

is to present the situation not as it truly is but as it 

,~·~,c~~~" __ ___ · __ · _____________ •• __ ~ ___ "_~ __ ·_· ______ --
.-----.~~. 

S'NelJ.:i.s H. Crou se , 111-:8 Fpench St~J..~l e_to~ the }:!est I_ndies 9 

16?5-1713~ London: Frank Cass & Co. Ltd, 1960, p~~ 
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:-'ofw. sometimes be :in the mO<.lt 0xtr ('": me cases. r.r1l.e approaeh 

:1.8 d.n (:.~:ffec(;ive onn and it makcE' tIle point VtH'Y \';1313 . • Tba ' 

e.~:) \'c:Ltf:~Lcc \'fould havd l18 beLte'le, sboul.c1 be enough to w elke 

any F~8nch reDder of the timo experience somo de gree of 

i'yiJ.t. 

Intoleranc.B 

Various groups ~elonging to French socioty in the 

o:Lg:'lteemth centl~r'y experienced injusti.ces at the hands of' 

thr:ir :i.' t)l1cn-J ~itizens, often because of their reli.gion, 

1'8.ee, O.t' profession. Such in justice::; constituted intole:'('a nc('.) 

and against intolerance Voltaire waged a furious battle. _ 

Thou gb many forms uf it were preeent in France at the time, 

only tho8e considered to be rel evant to politics becaus e 

t hey Here the concern of gove rnment or because Voltaire 

felt they should be, will be discussed here. Hence, we 

6X3mine religious intolerance as demonstrated against the 

JGWS. and social intolerance as endured by actors and 

When Pangloss is hanged and Candide whipped at the 

Inqul.si. 'vion!~; Hauto-da-fe lt in Spa:tn, Voltalre is c:eitid.zJ.ng 

the; Cr}tll'(;h in nome. But He are a1so :r'emindE:c1, as Vol t;8.ire 

means us to be. that Catholics in France were no~, and had 

lw e n in tbe 1)a8t 1 eq uallJ unfo.i)' tov.Ta.rds the Hl!guenot s. 

Afte.:C' 1. 0'. .. 1.1.8 XIV h ad revolred tbe EcUc'c of Hantos 11, 1685, 

\ 
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many Huguenots had left the country~ but "of those pastors 

who rema ined, more tha n a hundred Here executed for 

conducting services, and countless laymen were sent to 

pri son or the galleys for att ending assemblies" ( McCloy, po7 ) . 

For this reason, the Protestant clergy in France bad gone 

by assumed names , bad avoided re s idence in towns, and as 

much aspoBsible had slept during the day and engaged in 

pastoral visitation at night. It was still the law that 

all Protes~ant children had to go to Catholic .schools and 

receive Catholi c instr~ction. If parents attempted to 

coun~e rac t this instruction, lettres de cache t were 

obtained ordering Prot e stant youth to be removed from the 

home and placed in monasteries, convents~ o r Catholic homeso 

Not even the Prot estant dead ~nd dying were left in peace. 

lb was a frequent practice for a priest to go to the home 

of a dying Protestant and demand his conversion. The 

Prot estant who refused was subject to a heavy penalty if 

he reco vered , and if he die d, his body was d~agged through 

the streets on a hurdleo Before any Frenchman could be 

lice ns ed as a physician, surgeon. laHyer, apothecary, 

bookdealer, or printer, it was necessary that he be a 

Roman Catholi c in good standing and that he produce a 

statement fr om his cur~ or -his vicar to this effect (McCloy, 

pp. 7-14 ) . There is no denying that these were difficult 

days for the Huguenot, though Voltaire once more paints 

the pi cture bla cker' than it is. Candide is [, bown no pity 
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by the Inquisition; ne ither is he later shown any genuine 

conce rn when he falls ill in France. Voltaire is hard on 

his compatriots because he wants to bring them face to face 

with the vices tha t exist amongst them. That the French 

we~e an entirely callous peopl e, however, is not true. 

McCloy declares that Protestantism survived in France 

clGspit e · all efforts to stamp it out because "a l arge e l ement 

of the French peopJ.e , more particularly the friends and 

/ 

nei ghbours of the Protestants, did not approve of the 

barbarous edicts and ignored ~bem" (McCloy , p.17). Certainly, 

Voltaire end other i ntellectual s of his t ime were amongst 

those who disapproved; in fact Voltaire spoke of such 

as "l e plus odieux!! of the effects of religion 6 

and defined "infflme lt as "II intoJ 81.'anCe pra tlquee par des 

Eglises organisees et insplrfe par des dogmes chretiens" 

( Pomeau .• p. 315), Ar3 we ll as Candi£.~, he Hrote the Lettres 

:e.bil.£.~(:n~hiqu6 .~ (173)+) and the Tra~~~_~~lr 1~._ JC2.~ .. 8pa!l2.~ (1763) 

in which he directly challenged the French to r eview their 

outlook. The Lettres !tcriticized tbe France of Louis XV by 

comparing it s bi gotry and stupidity witb the tolerance and 

en1:i ghtenment of contemporary Englandll7 Vlbere all "vivent en 

freres ... et eontribuent egalement au bi en de la societe ll
•
8 

'1'he ~:.r:ait~ 1{8. S inspired by the killing of Jean Calas and 

----1G~t:q; e'Ti~~·~:_s-~ ~;:~·:·lli~t-;;i··~~~~Hd;-I;· im:~atur6 f'r.~~G ai se, Pari s: 
Llbr'airie Ha chette et - C1e-, -1902, p:-'(4'7. 

7J.H. Brumfitt, Voltaire Historian , Lendon: Oxfo rd University 
P r'e s s, 1958, p. 40:-----.--- - -- ---_.-

8Vo1taire, Melane.~~_ , Paris: Librairie Ga~:U.rtl.ard., 196,5, p.576. 
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had a great effect in eventually inducing more tol erant 

attitudes to wards the Pro t estants. Pomeau , in fact, 

credi t s Vo ltaire with contributing more than anyone 

else toward the ultimate granting of certain Protestant 

Ap l'(3S Vo :LtB.i re et graco 11 lui, l ' opini on ne dout e 
pl~s que la to16rance soi t nat urel l e , huma ine, n6cessaire: 
ce fut I d sa contribution ma j eure dan s I e domaine de l a 
po litlque rcl i gi euseo 9 

About Voltaire ' s politica l views on tol e r a tion, Peter Gay 

as ser-1: s ~ 

111 ~3 r.l8.flV T) ronounc ement s on nD. t ural l SH should be 
read a s~a-politic al program : IWhat 18 tol erance? 
It is the endowment of humanity. We are a ll stupid 
in weaknes s and e rro r ; l et us f orgive eac h ot her 
our s t upidities, that is the first l aw of na t ure l • • • 

And mol'e specifIcal ly: ' Entire freedom of the pe rson 
R~ ~ his goods; to speak to the nation by mean s of 
onels pen ; to be judged in criminal matters only 
by a jury formed o f indep endGnt men; to be judge d 
.in any case obly in ac cord wi th the precise terms 
of the l aw; to profess in peace whatever reli gion 
on e \d shes •• . ' ( Gay, p~31 ) .; 

~'~-,!nd1.£2 by it s vic10us portrait of the cruel Inquisit.ion 

is in~licitly exhorting French Cathol ics everywhere to 

embrace this no vi "politica l pro g ram" Rnd to cease their 

barbarous, unja st measures agains t the Protestants. 

Pe rhaps the J ews in Fran ce suffered as muc h as the 

Prot es tants did but Volt aire is not as s:rmpathetic to wards 

them . Disc:ci wJnated a gainst as a race rather than be cause 

of thei r re ligion, the J ews of the time fell into three 

main group s : t hose of Avignon, those from Portugal, r esident · 
.... .. _"'_""'_ . ___ "~ •. __ ~ ~'., .. ,u. .. '_ .... .......... "'-" _ ___ ... ___ ...... ;.. .. ~"'_~._ ___ ~ ... ~._ .. ,_. ___ ............. _~ ..... _"o ... ..... r~,..,..., ~ ___ -----....--. ... - •• --.--..--. .... ------.-----. 

9pol i 1:.1 9.~~_ de Vol tai r e: Texte s choi s1 s a t rn'es ent e s pa r Rene 
.-~-.-- . ------.- -_. _ _ ._---_._._-_.- .--~~.-.--.----. \?\-_._--
£_~~l~~a~, P8. J::ls: Llbrairie Armand Colin J 1903, p. 20c .• 
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in southweste rn France, and the German Jews of Alsace 

and Lorraine. Those of Avignon~ the oldest a nd most 

settl ed , were disliked l arge ly on economic gro unds. Tho se 

expelled frotn Port ug8.l in the 1500' 8 were small in number, 

rich and cultured , and were accep ted social ly in their 

resident ci ties . Many po s ed as Chri stian converts unt il 

"the atmosphere became tolera nt enough for them to cast off 

their masks. The German Jews who we r A living in Alsace and 

Lorraine when Lo ui s XIV and Louis XV annexed tho se provi nces 

to l"]:'<-l.nce in 1648 a nd 1768 res pe cti vely were generally poor s 

unc~lturBd, and intensely disliked. One of the main r eas ons 

that mos t J"ews "Jere 80 hEl.ted, asserts HcCloy, was that lIt hey 

mad e no effort to int egra t e theill2e lves with the French 

populEd;ion!! (HeCloy,! p.S:2). At least 'tthe Protestant bad 

Fre nc h bl ood and interesto. His reli gious difference did 

not i n t he slightest prevent him from being a loyal and 

useful citizen. It was otherwise with the Jew, who never 

identified himself with a people ll (Mc Cloy, p~59 ) . 

Furthermore, J ews took no part in agriculture but devoted 

th emse lves Hholly to moneylending and commeree. Theip 

opponent s a ccus ed them of hoarding coin and by clever 

device siphoni ng it out of the country. They ch arged the 

J ews with dissimul a ti on , trickery, f raud, and hatred of 

all other peoples even though permitted to dwell among 

them. Their proponents answered thes e charges by claiming 

that a Jew was prevent ed from engaging in agriculture 



because French l aw did not per8it him to own l and. His 

11fe was a l s o made burdensome by an addi t i onal tax he was 

required to pay, over and above the normal taxes demanded 

of the French. He was forbidden to enter the guilds . He 

might not travel from one French city to another without 

permission. A license had to be granted him before he 

could display his goods at fairs in a city other tha n hi s 

O';-ln. Hls numbe rs l·rere sharply limi ted; in Metz, for 

example, the government perml t ted only ~ . 80 Jewish famili es 

to live and t his number could not be exceeded. Thus , 

reduced to a state of poverty and hindered by so many 

restrictions, the Jew was forced to resort to moneylending 

and usury. Yet .despite these circulllstances p claimed the 

proponents, J ews had contributed ccn s iderably to the 

commerce of' the countr:v·. Opponents denied this, declaring 

that the Jews were i gnorant and that they bad contributed 

nothing (McCloy, pp.52-58 ) . 

Careful to pre sent both sides of the coin, McCloy 

indica tes that Voltaire definit e ly sided against the J ews. 

1tA.rn.ong the phllosophes, I' he sta.tes, " ••• we find Montesquieu 

and D:tderot sy·mpathetlc in attitude, Voltaire caustic" 

( l1cCloYJ p.5?). Nontesquieu in bis Esprit des Lois gavo 

brief but sympathetic treatment to tbe Jews for the 

notable part they- played in tbe commerc e and finance of 

the Middle Ages and deplored the cruelties to wbicb they 

were sub j ected. Voltaire, on the other hand, was bitter 
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toward the J ews, saying that they hate d all other nations 

and ha d show~ hxcee ding cruelty toward them. He berat ed 

them for the savageness cf their past: Joshua's mistreatment 

of th e Canaani tes, the horrible sacrifice of Jeptha 1 s 

Q8. l1g~}ter~ HG allud8d to certa i n J ews of Strasbourg as 

c.oi D- (;11 P pe rs (rongeu~_s ) . He charged the J el'[8, repeatedly 

a turbulent people, with resorting, on various occasions, 

to hum~n sacrifi0s. While he referred to them several times 

as lt my fY'i.cnds tt or in slmilar terms and professed sympathy 

for tl\0ir suffer'ings, J:le point ed out bluntly that they had 

dealt out aGout as much cruelty as they had received . 

that he wo~ld grant them freedom to hold religious exercises 

and to practise theJ.r cus~oms jnsofar as they brought no 

clistuy·bance to othe r people. iiToward no other group ex cept 

the Cbl"'i etian priesthood ~Tas Vol taire so harsh'!, claims 
IJ~ 

McCloy (p .58 ) ~ Certainly thi~ hostility iavery evident 

in his cbaracter of Don Issachar in Candldee Issachar s 

who sharss Cun~gonde as a mistress with the Grand Inquisitor, 

is j o&lous, self-seeking, and immoral. Nevertheless, when 

be and the Grand Inquisitor are killed in quick succession 

by Candlde, the equally evi l Inquisitor receives a 

ceremonious burial J VIhile Hon jette Issachar a. la voirie" 

This obviously unfair distinction made 

between the two men on religious grounds shows that Volt aire, 

despite his dislike for the Jews, resent ed the intolerance 



pract~s ed ~gainst them by Chris tl e ns. Proof of such 

out eba t be t 11 se c~t s sp rang originally :[1"'01r1 the same 

source and bo writes in English: 

When I se e mlriatlans cursing Jews, methinks 
I see children beating their ·fathers. 10 

7e 

Yet once again, his sugS8s tion that dead J ews are habitually 

t;bl'OHn on dungbcaps ratber than bein:; inte1'1'od beneath the 

soil~ i s not to be taken lit erally. That they ~ere not 

buried in co~~ecrated groand is probahle; that they were 

careJ e.~.<Jly tossed in seHers is another exagge rati<:m employed 

by Voltaire to show how truly intolerant the French aroo 

Neither did French intolerance stop at religion and 

race. Tho se who ma ~ n their living upon the stage were 

alga victims of injustice. Acting was considered to be 

ignoble and sinful in eighteenth century France; .an actor 

was a utomatical ly exconwunicated from the Catholic church 

and. could not re c8i va proper burial unless he repudiat ed hi.s 

profession before he died. Voltai re felt that this matter 

was a political one on which there should be le gisla tion 

becuti es it aff8cted public affairs. His own friend, actress 

Adri~nne Lecouvreur, who died Buddenly under mysterious 

c:i. l:'Cllll1 ':'1ta.ne es j Has buried in unhallOHod ground becaus e she 
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had not had the chance to disown her occupation. Voltaire's 

ang,3r at what he called a Hi'eroce prejuge ll11 is displaye d by 

his pas~ag0 in Candlde \..:rherG he repeats the exaggerated 

II 1\ Paris r espects actresses · quand elles sont belles, 

l.il1t !! on les j ette Ii 1a voi1'1e quand elies sont mortes" 

(Mori ze, pelSl ) . Voltaire was of the opinion that a cting 

was useful to society, and Tallentyre quotes him as writing 

i ·' ' 7 -:), ..., l' I 1 1 ~ . d d d 1 i' t . n 1. ( _,.J ~ . . 0 (>., 0 n ~ rag e y an com e y as e s son s n v l rue, 

good. c1en:::·6, and. goo d beha ViOUj:,lI. He vehemently states 

th9.t nCiUi:' poor' &'1'8 fed by the pl."oduction of such works which 

bring under our rule the ve ry nations who hate us. In fact, 

be hfllO condemns the t he8.tr'3 :Ls an enemy of his country" .12 

To make his point he effectively employs exaggerati on here, 

as he. did ~. n tL18 C8.8e of :celit:;ious di scrimination against 

ths PI~testants and racial discrimination against the Jews. 

He wants his readors to realize just howdesp~cable al l 

tr:l):'8(: forms of intolerance are. 

Di8honest~r of Professiona.l Ivlen 
---~---.-.. '------------,-.-. ~ 

As we have already seen, many instances of cheating 

ocelH' in .,Q~nslid.~. 4 On Dutch soil the protagonist is vict imized 

by Vcmderdendlu" \-vho stealR his goods and sails off with them ; 

then he is charged exorbi t ant r a tes by t he jud ge to whom he 

__ .. ___ -_____ :-... _~--........... i . -~ · ... --.~ ... "' .... -~ ... . ..-... 

12 \T ~~;J. t c1· .. Lr:S'l_ :LJL 11:t s_ Let ~ e r.:2.L-.~ e i 11)~\ __ 0..._ S 81 e ~~ ion fro ~ hl_~ 
C~:1>J:~~.?r!~n._~_t=:!~~~.> trans. S . G. Tnllen"i:;yra s N 6W York 2.nd London: 
'fb(:) F..ni '~1{e 1'l:;o('ke p Pre::;s , 1919, p . 36. 



comp12,ius~ We know that Vol t a :Lre pro bably resented the 

Dutch for being cleverer merchants than the French. It 

is e lsa true tlla t he had had personal dealings \vi th them 

in the past and bad suff ered at their hands. Adams, in 

hi8 edJtion of ~J:?:...~.~d~ states that Voltaire had stlccess:i.vely 

offered 1,000, 1,500, 2,000, and 3~OOO flor:i.nsto a Dutch 

booksell er for the re turn of Frederick the Great's Anti-

Machiav~l (Adams, p.4 ) . This bookseller ' s name, Van Duren, 

i s not unlike that of Vanderdendur, end the l atter name was 

probably used on purpo se to suegest the forme~. 

1 atprr when Sandide steps onto F~ench l and ; the corruption 

he encounters among th8 professions is overwhelming. As soon 

as he falls ill, nurse s , seeing his diamonds, flock t o his 
-.....~--.. -

bedside. A doctor ~rrives without being summoned, prescribes 
~--~-~..... . 

rnedi Cl11G S fis ke the illness worse, and departs 1<Jith his 

fee. Volt a ire apparent i y looked upon many doctors as 

incompetent RS wel ] as dis honest; ho devotes a passage to 

them in his No tebooks: 

1 0B physicians, en calculant, sont co mma les marchands 
qui £~sent at vendent des dro gues qu 'l ls ne connais sent 
pa [., . -

Upon r ecoverin g despite the doctor, Candi de meets a cleric 

who offers to show hi m Paris and ends by extorting money 

from him. and having him arrested. by means of a }_et tre ~:~_.?_ac.!2.~.~. > 
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l"c'l'tunat ely for' the irmocen t h e ro, the policema n is also 

dishonest &nd ~ccepts A bribe to rel ease him. This dishonest 

policeman has a di shones t sailor for a brother who offers, 

for a good sum, to transport Candide out of the country. 

There arc no de cent and virtuous professionals left, it 

seems; eve rybody can be bought. Yet it would be a mistake 

to take for g~anted that VoJ.taire scorned al l professions 

. f . 1 ~ d d and r :r'o : e 8 S}' 0 na s; J. nee ., he admired the industrious 

merchant far more than the lazy aristocrat: 

Je TIP suis pou~t ant lequal est Ie plus utile ~ un 
Etat, ou un soigneur bien poudr& que sai t pr&cis&ment 
8. qn,::'il e :1.()ure I e roi se l eve, a qllelJ.e heure iJ. sa 
couche, a t qui se donne des airs de grandeur en jouant 
Ie r61e dlesc].Bve dans ll antichambre d ' un mi nis tre, ou 
un n& goclant qui enrichit son pays , donne de son cabinet 
des ()rd.res) a Surate <::: t au Cai:ee, a t contribue au bonheu.J:> 
du. mOl1de, l~r 

Wha.t Volt!3.iI'(~ despJ.8ed h'as the deceitful practice of 

those professicns by corrupt professionals. He saw too 

muc~ of this deceit in the France of his day. Like 

Volta:i.!'e laments that II cruel, fraudulent profiteers, 

brazenly disre ga rding all standards of humanity, have 

reduced their f e llow-men to despair, ruination, and the 

grave ll • l .S Henc e , Italtbough it h'ould be Hrong to assume that 

eve r'yo·,', e I S bRhaviour' '!'las de bas ed 't .• 16such crimes vle re prevalent 

- r' 
l ~R. Fargher , Life and tetters in France, Suffolk, Eng.: The 

Cha L1ce r' Pro .3 ~s·,-··T9 ·76~- · ~I t-;-... J3:------ ---.----

161~~~S~;}£b. ... ~~5~.SY,?-t~-~~:._~n'-~-):.!:...:-~BD.~:ls~~~6dS' ed. ,J • . Sruickshank, 
Lond (Hl ! Oxto rod Unl v a r,~ l t;y P 1"e S S $ 19 ,I II, .L~1 . 
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enough to d~sorv8 exaggera tion in Cb ndid. G. Vol t ai r e 

inter-...V;.on., .. lJ. y !118.kes the situation loo!{ F. S bD. d 8.8 po ssible 

in ord 8:' to 0:nc.ourage reform, 

Tho u gh Candide manages to escape from the policeman 

in Par-:L 8 by me ans of br :i. be ry, the fa c t t ha t his ar-re st 

bas beon so quickly engineered by' the clc:ric shm",1s how 

easy it vJaF.! i n eighteen.th c entu.ry Franca to obtain a l-_~Y..!:E.~ 

111 2 edii:,:J.on of (:anc.ide .• tha t such do(;uw.ents "G ol~ ld be 

obta i ned from the k i ng upon presentation to him of a 

gri evance or &n ?ll eged gri e vance ; th e recipient was 

ordered forthwith to j ai l, house arrest, or exile. No 

pr'oc;ess of la\~ protected thto vlct:i._m il ( Adams , p.99). 

i ndefinitely~ (Gay, p.78), 80 t hat the prisoner had no means 

o f be.1.ng S(;t · j.' :~'2e nnJ.es s his freedom was speci fi call y 

reques te d . Again Voltaire, to emphasize the unfairness of 

Candide is enti r e ly undeserv ing of such confineme nt, for 

he h a.s c Olmn:i. tte cl no crime; thtJ.s, the piece of pap er that 

co~mand3 h is arrest becomes an abomi nable document . Yet 

as McClay i n di ca t e s, thor e were, in truth) two sides t6 

tho story. Fa r one t hi n g , Voltaire had reaso n to detes t the 

lett r e ds cach~t because he himse lf had been impr'isoned 
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by virtue of such a document in 1726 for cha l l enging the 

chevali er d0 Rohan to a duel after l ackeys of Hu han ha d 

caned him :tn ret u:rn for S0me mocking ver'sas. In 1734 

arre s t was a gain issued. McCloy admi ts that the l ettre de 

~.ch e:t. II violated jus t:i.c e inas mucb as the i mpri Boned was 

seldom brought t o trial and had no way to defend hims elf. 

There were indeed not a few cases of flagrant injustic e 

in which the i mpri soned spent decades in prison for some 

tr-ivlal offanse or i.n fac t for no off en se at a11 11 (McCloy, 

pp.140- 14 1 ) . McCloy also warns, however, that it is well 

to guard against the concll1s ion that l et tres de ca chet 

were as unpopul ar at tha t tj.me as thei r critics would have 

u s bal~. eve: 

In the great ma j o r ity of cas es, the l ettres de cache t 
no doubt s e r-ved a useful purpose. The:insane"wer-e~
sent to asyl um or pris on in this rashion ; family honour 
F[:\.S thu._ protecte d a nd waywa r d membe rs of society we re 
thus handled (McCloy, p.14 0 ) . . 

orde r that Protestant children mi ght be confined in Catholic 

institutions, they were requested a lmost as often by families 

t hem~e1ves, bath Catholic -and P rot estant alike. Sons and 

daughters not ame na ble to parental will were imprisoned this 

way by the hunl~reds. Somet:1.mes a person asked for hi S ONn 

impri sonment. Many poor Protestant youthS jumped at the 

cbance to ge t a Catho l ic education . at state expense. itlomen 



who h9_d eOll.-Gracted ven(~T' 88_ 1 disease voluntarily confined 

themsolves and even confess ed , in so~e cases falsely, to 

an immoral life in order to receive free treatment from 

tb8 go vcr-r.ment, A feH soci ety wo men asked to be imprisoned 

to get away from cruel husbands. Two husbands were 

imprisoned by their wi ve s at the Bic§tre and when one was 

eventually offered fre edom , he refus ed it. Hence, rather 

tha n accepting Vol taire ' s i mpress ion t hat l~_t_~_§.,_~.£._g.0ch ~_~_ 

Here a n unmitigated curse, "it is safe r to c onclude that 

th ro ughout most of th3 century they had bee n popular 

throughout Fra nce, as is attested by the abundant demands 

for them especi a lly by the cl e r gy, the nobi Jity, and t he 

bourge oi sie " 0-1cCl() y , p.ll+l). Neverthe l es s s Volta ire did 

not approve of them and wanted to see them abolished 1 as 

Candide illus t rates . 

Another docu ment that he considered equally-evil was 

Candide sign whe n h e i s ill. The practice ori gi nated during 

the last years of Louis XIV 's r e i gn when Pope Clement XI 

prol1lnlgated thE: Bull U12t~.!?:~~~~ in 1.713 \,Thich cond emned a 

hundred and ODe J anseni st proposi tions. Louis XV in a 

later a tt emp t to stamp out J 8.nsen:i.srn. issue d an ed ict in 

1730 maki ng the Bul l t he 1 9.1,-1 of the land. " Beginning in the 

17LI_O f S some L:ls ho~)s ordD red pr'i e Sb3 to refus e t h e sa cl'ament s 

to u.n!'ep entent J8.;180ni s t s ; In 1 '7)~_6 Chrl s tophe d.e Beaumont , 

Archbishop of Paris , instructed his c ie rgy to · r efuse t he 
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last; pltes to any dy:i.ng Chr'istian who v.lOuld not shovJ a 

a statement attesting that he had 

confess e d to a priest lo ~ra l to the Bull Un~~~_~~_~~~ " ( Gay, 

p.139). TbHt. dying people should be pressed in this manner 

was, to Voltaire's mind, wrong . Certainly the ' reader of 

where a bedridden, Buffering patient is bothered with such 

d0t~il. s , and can hardly help experiencing some satisfaction 

when the town clergyman is thrown out of Candide's bedroom. It 

is no secpot that the author of the conte conside-Ped that 

I·'ran::: e 'wo lJ.ld be far better off if both the lettre de cachet 

and tbe billet de confession could be eliminated. 

Contribution of Monaster i es to Vice 

Soon after le~ving the corruption of Paris behind them, 

Candide and his friend, Marti n, encounter a Theatine monk by 

the name of Friar Girofl~e. When they first perceive him 

he is standing with his arm around a young gi rl, smiling 

whi 1 e she pi;'tc h,:) s h1s cheeks. Candide reliwrks to I'1arti n 

that here are two unusual people who actually seem happyo 

In order ~o ascertain if appearances are true, the two engage 

Girofl~ e and the girl in 6onversation, enquiring particularly 

as to whether Girofl~e is satisfied with his life as a monk. 

To t he ir horror, they receive the following reply: 

Ma foi, monsieur (dit fr~re Girof16e) je voudrais 
que tous l as Th6atins fU8s ent au fond de l a mer. Jlai 
~t~ tent~ cent fois de mettre le feu au cQuvent et 
d ' aller me faire Turc. Mes parents me forc~rent d 119ge 
d8 qninze ans d'endos ser' cette detestable robe pour' 
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laisser ~lus de fortune ~ un maudlt fr~re ain§ que 
Dieu confonde. La j alousie, la discords, l a rage 
habitent dans Ie couvent. II est vrai que j'ai pr~ch6 
quelques mauvais sermons qui mt ont valu un pou d!argent, 
dont Ie Prieur me vole la moiti~, Ie reate me sert A 
entreteni r des fi ll es ; m3is quand je rentre Ie soir 
dans le monas t~re, je suis pr§t de me cassel' Is t ~ te 
contre les murs du dortoir; et tous mes confr~res 
sont dans Ie m@me cas (Morize,pp.18o-181 ) 0 

Once more Voltaire has taken an extreme case so as to make 

his point forc efully. Compel led at an early age to embrace 

the cloistered life, G·1.r'oflee has I'ebelled and. has gone 

against all the teachings of the monas tery in becoming 

iI11'110ra1, worldlY5 and pleas 1J.re-seeklng . Yet, Hhile Jt is 

u nl:i.h:ely that many of that day Hould actual ly hal"bour 

deRires to burn down the building, it is by no means 

i mpossible that there were those who resented their fate. 

McCloy states tha t, in many cases, Protestant chI l dren 

HEH'B conf:i.ned to C8.tholic convents by 12t~re~de __ .cachet to 

forc o tbem to get a Caeholl c edu.cation , and that ·llpar8.doxicaJ.. 

as it may seem, some Protestant parents in poor circumstances 

asked t o have their children confined in these homes to 

avoid the bu rden of their upkeep" (Mc Cloy, p.13). Sometimes 

parents with more children than they could afford to support 

would raise only the eldest few and confine the othera to 

monasteries and convents in this way. What Voltai re is 

criticizing here, then, ia the use of this method by families 

as "a means of cbeaply shedding their responsibilities 

to,:v 5. rds younge r 0 r refract 01'Y sons and daughte rs It ( Barber, p. 29 ) • 

". 
I 
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Such confinement) asserts Barber, not only breeds truculent 

and i l11::lcral citizens in ce rtain :tnst'ance s but it is "unnatural 

and harmful fo r the indi vIdual '? and "injurious to society 

thr ough its i mposition of celibacy upon a substantial fraction 

of the popul ati on" ( Barber , p.29 ) . Voltaire felt tha t the 

French government shoul d be made aware of these effec t s, and 

tha t it should t ake steps toward putting a stop to the practice. 

In conelusi on, it may be said of .Qand id ~. that although 

Vo ltaire cons i3tent ly exaggerates a situation and pres ents 

it i n its wors t p ossi ble l ight, he does so for a good raa son. 

Perh8.p s Barber' put s i t a ~\ well as anyone by saying t hat " behind 

tlH3 sctt;Ll'B , . •• there li es a r a tiona l cpi tique . In ridiculing 

and a tte.clctng tbesE'; human folli es and cruelties 5 Volt aire is, 

by :i..~, .. p J. 5. ca ti on} d.emandi ne::; more i ntelLt gent standards of condu.ct , 

greater rationality, Rnd a keene r sense of reali ty , as well as 

inoi~' (; c.ha.rit y! from his fel:L ow··men" ( Ba.rber,p.3~~ ) . 14.S Brumf:Lt.t 

pol:ntfl out in bis edi tion of the HOl"k, ".Qa ndide is a satire, 

8.Dd l1k0 a l l sati:r.es it is unfalr '! .17 It presents us vIi tb 

a ttHol."'ld. 0 f a cti on s va y'l ed, tense, contradi etory, and 
., ." 

p cJ.l"8.doxi cal It l.O that is not the peal \,Jorl d and doe s not try 

to be. Rather, it is a world designed to shock Fr enchmen 

into realizing how much improve ment a nd reform was ne eded in 

their society. Whether it accomplishes its purpo sA is a 

17Volta ire, Candi de, ed . J.R. Brumfitt, London: Oxford 
Uni v~rsi :c~"--h:;es's,- 1968, p".28 . 

If'l °r.o. Wade, Voltaire and Candide: A St udy in the Fusion of '._ ~-... o#~_._~._ ... ______ .~_ I 

J[i ~:":~.?_~~Y...L.J~.F._~? anLl':'1'2~}o 80p)~.~, P 1'i ncc l:;o n, N. J .: Princeton 
University Press , 1959 , p.2~O. 
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matte:c of debate. A~corcling to Peter France , \ICal?;~Jd§> l~a t ber 

than teaohing any particular lessons, suggests a new way of 

looking at the world, a way of comic detachment which can 

bring pleasure out of what is most agonizing and horribl e 'I • 19 

F'urthermoPB, 11 one can a sk whether thl s pleasure doe s not, 

in fa ct , get way of a serious consideration of the 

:1. S 8 U e S rEd sed tt • 2 ° 
Yet when one considers the reforms that ultima tely did 

take plac e in France. partially due to Voltaire's critici sms , 

it S0ems mere sonsible to disagree with Peter France. In 

1793 slave-trading was forbidden, and the institution of 

slavery was abolished in 1 794. Shortly after the Calas case 

Protestant l a ws fell into ~isune; raids on op en-air religious 

meeting s ceas ed ; no pastors were executed; no laity were sent 

t o the [r,Ed. leys; fl.ncl n.o property, a pparent ly, v!as sei zed (He CJ.o y , 

By 1787 Louis XVI had granted t he Edict of Toleratio~r 

enabling Protes tants to have marriages, baptisms, and burials 

under more favourable conditions, and opening to Protestants 

t he privi l ege of entering most professions. Jews were 

gl'anted the ri ght of French citizensh.ip in 1791. A year 

o bvious1y Voltaire ' s hyperbole in _C2.~.l].~~.de was the nppro8.eh 

19Prene:h Lltcrature and its Back a- round, ed. J. Cruicl{shank, 
L-orido-n:- --Oxf(; r·a:-Unive-rstty Pl'es~;"·T908, III, 72. 

20 Ibid '{. (~ _ ,p& '-'0 



Deeded at the time, and, in li ght of its consequences, 

proves to have been a most effective method. \ 
I 

-.-~~-~.----------------------



ELDO HA.D!) : POLIT.I CAL I DEAl" 
OR SA'l'IHICAL PO}('I'U1XI'? 

Quit e i n contras t with the corruption of eighteenth 

csntury Franne, the land of Eldorado, visited by Candide 

a~~ hiE nan J Ca cambo, s eems to r epresent all that is not 

dep rav ed , all that is yet pure and unsullied. It appears 

to b8 a stRte so nea rly perfect tha t it puts the French 

na tion to sherne. Y3t, a t the same time, it must be 

rememb8re~ thqt, shortly after they arrive in Eldorado, 

t:t"l r:) b : o t .t' C·~ '1 E:::i.. J t'Jr:::. 8t'C cons umed with the de si re to depart; 

t}l('.:;Y pY' (~ feJ.' to l.'etul'n to tbe tumultuous evils and corruptior.s 

of tha out e r worl d than to stay for any length of time in 

the peace and t ranquilll~y of such an idyllic l a nd. Not 

sati.sLtcd to :C'0m.a:l.n in Voltaire ! s !tgoldentt state, they are 

rostless and must be off, so that they eventually decide 

to move ou.t dospi te tLe obvious gr'ave risks -involved :I.D 

climbing tb0 ~hee r cliff-walls surrounding the plnceo The 

probl em no~ is this: is the depiction of Eldorado intended 

~ii nc e r{l:y as (me-; of an ideal state hThich man, in hts 

stupidity, is not yet ready for, or is it intended satirically, 

as ():rw o:C' nndt"slra bl e and perhaps even boring perfection that 

makes tLe h81'0>28 Itwonder Hhether their earlier sufferings 

were not to be preferred!! ( Ba rber, p.26 ) ? Arguments can be 

found for both points of view, and both points of view will 

bs examine d in the course of this chapt er. 

90 
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~1r·':1.di ';.;:ional1y 10cB. ted in South Amol'ica, Eldol'ado , II t he 

golde .... 1 "i.Ji ll ·-o i ~· the-'>Jlsp that lu ped Spani.sh knightslt ( Keen, 

P", Tn t i ~1 an ollvi Y'onll'lent tha t symboli ze 3 by its ve ry na:ne 

th8 Lyp othe ti cal ultimat e , the most desirable situation 

th8. t tY!:'~.H i 8 capable 0 fat taining, given the corre ct oond1 t ions 

u.nd(~:r' \-lill. e;h -Co develop. Thi s ml).ch be comes e vident simply in 

the dG s c~iption of the place as Candi de and Caoambo see it 

,.:hon t hey O(."l1e upon it: 

••. IJs db couvrirent un hori zon immens e, bo rd ~ de monta gnos 
in e, ' ~ c: es d . b l.E:8 . Le pay s etait cui t i ve pour Ie pIal Sil' 
c; 0 m 'l) ;' ) p ':;'.1 !' 1 e be S 0 in; par t 0 u t, I! uti 1 e eta ita g rea b 1 e . L e [~ 
chemtns E~tai6n.t couv e rts, ou plut6t ornea de voi -Cure s d I une 
fo rme at d1une mati~rB brillante, portant des hommes et des 
fenno8s (:1' une beaute slnguli e r e , trarnes rapide m.ent par de 
groB. mO ll klY:ts rouge s qui surpa s sai ent en vit es s e les plus 
b c~a"u.x cbcvaux d.: Anua lousie, de Tetua n, et de Mequine z 
( Yio X':Lze .. p ~106) . 

The plea s ure tcken by the inhabitants in the mere cultivation 

of tboi:e land , plus the beauty of their genera l - 9.ppearanc e , 

outsta nding tlDo ug}1 to be te r med it singuliere", sugge~Jts an 

enjoywent on their part both of life and of health which tho 

two vis itors from another world find unusual enough to remark 

uponw Furthermore, the inaccessible mountains surrounding 

the qrea, and the red llamas that are its beasts of burden, 

give it an at~osphe re of complete separation not only from 

~h0 rest of the world, but from any other existence the 

protagonists have so far encountered. Barber c9.11a it "the 

p erfect country where men live according to the rational 

\ prinCiPles of deism, where the re are no priests, no monks , 
\ 
\ 

r t, 
\\ 



r:"(l l !.H,r- c.ou.}~t s , and a ll is pT'o spe r:Li~y 8.nd bap'f-dness 'l 

(Barber, p.Y~). Perhaps also, th ough it is only an 

GFternal 0b8 ~rvat io n, the us e of the i mpe rfect tense--

t he t e nse d~noting continuity and stability- - which is 

',--\ 
\..,.1 

so CCilllf!!.or,ly ti 80d t.ll.L ougholJ.t tbe tlvO chapters dealing with 

Eldorado, cr8Rtes intentionally, the same impression in 

th8 s t yle of writi ng as in the l and depicted. In a ny case, 

:L t is e v id e i~, t i, bat (TJ a ny 0 f t bee u s torn san d the vI a y S 0 f 

l:Lf~, p-I'8s tm t ed here as characteri s tic r epresent, for 

VoltaiJ"(~! the ide al, or wha t could be, as distinct from 

the r8al of the imp e r fec t hA~e- and-now. In the realms of 

gOV(l rrm .. 8nt " co;:·)t; rol of ['811 g i on, cont ro l of economy , and 

~ 

" 

the resuJ.t ant s oci Rl ha rmony, Eldo~ado has r ea ched a p olit jcal 

ston ge far abc') ve tha t of any other na.tion~ and ELlropean 

countri es in p a rticular, he ~mplies, would do well to follo w 

j .'i~ sex8.rnp l e. 

Firs tly, in the area of government, Volt a ire was very 

much against despotism as a means of rul e . Even when 

p reced ed by the i"'ord " enll ghtened li , the term " despotlt still 

bea~s as ao clati0DS with ruthless misus e of power, which h e 

bet~'lsen Hdespotism '1 and wha t he cal led I1true monarchy ". 

In despot isITl, cl ' ,4:egenso n states: 'iA singl e rul er confounds 
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his passions with the public good; in a true monarchy, 

roya l authority is ' balanced but not shared . ? The despot 

admit s no higher law; the le gitimate sovereign recognizes 

that bL, pm~eY' come s from T a contrB.ct between king and 

people which demands the obse rvanc e of fundamental laws'. 

A despot rewards and punisbes arbitrari ly; in a legitimate 

monarchy, the rule of law prevaj l s, and subjects ' obey only 

the la.Hs and not men ,n ( Gay .• p.107). vJhen Voltaire r ead 

d' Argenson 's work in m&nuscript in 1739, he was very 

imprOHsed. He himse lf was of the opinion that France had 

developed sufficient ly as a nation not to r equire despotic 

r ule, and England to which he also looked, was more highly 

develop e~ tha n F~ance. There was no question, however, 

that either nation ~as responsible enough for a democracy. 

1'he ideal system t then, VIlas, in his vieH, one that was 

SOM6where between the two extremes: not domineerihg enough 

to kill ' the people!s initiative, yet firm enough to direct 

their course f or them where they themselv es had not the 

wisdom to do so" To him "the only possible system of 

governme nt for F!'ance was an 8. bsolute monarchy-Ii. 1 It is 

hardly surprising, therefo r e, to find that Eldorado is 

p a int ed as an absolute monarchy, presi de d ove r by a king 

whose benignity is such that Candide and Cacambo are 

instruc t ed to greet him with the ges ture of affectionate 

f amiliarity : by kissing him on both che~ks . But much more 
-- .... --~----- ...... -.-. .~-. _Q--':;;.~--~-'''---~'''-----------

ITheodore Besterman, Voltaire, New York : Harcour t, Brace, & 
\iorl d Inc:. 1969, p~J03:----



important t han the kine 's temperament is the way he treats 

his 8.bsolute 3tate. Rather than lmposlng inconvenient and 

use l ess reatrictions upon his 8ubjects, he concerns himself 

entirely with the ir welfare and advantage, so that even tho 

poorest villa go in the kingdom where the two guests dine is 

adequately, even abundantly supplied with food, the most 

vital neeetlsity-: 

••• On 8ervit quatre potages garnis cha cun de delu 
porroquet s, un contour bonilli qui p(~ sai t deux cent s 
livros, deux singes r8tis dlun goftt exce llent, trois 
eents coli bris dans un plat et six cents oiseaux
mouches dans un autre; des ragonts exquis, des 
pfiti8~8ries d~lici Buse8 ; le tout dans des plats dlune 
e8p~c6 de cristal de roche. Les garGons et les filles 
de 1!h6tellerle versaient plusieurs li queurs faites 
do canna de sucre (Morize, pp.108- l 09 ) . 

Neither does one need to pay for his food, as Candide and 

Cacam.bo di scove r "Joen they tx'y • "Tout es le s h6tellerie s 

e'G E! b1 :1. e 8 pour 18. comm.o 'li t ~ du com~erce sont payee spar le 

g0!1.V'c:.·rt6mentl\$ tbBY are lnformed (Horize, p.llO), }1oreover~ 
-

much to their amazement considering the description of the 

f cast [~ L')·" · 8, they- are told that "VOUS nvez falt mauv8.ise 

ch~re lei, parea que clest un pauvre village; mais partout 

a~lll(l u:(,s, von s SG)~ez re9us comme vous m~ri tez de l' etre't 

p.l10) ~ Volt aire is saying here that when a king 

uses his absolute authority correctly, that is, when he 

uscs it not for the oppression of his people but for their 



benefit, even the poore r communities of a domain should 

not s'c3.rV8, and miser·y is eliminated. For Voltaire, 

f:tnanc:1.al stability i s a sign of good government, be it 

in a singl e household or in an entire country. An entry 

i n bis Ler~:LllG.£ad Notetook states: IlLes Incas avalent des 

9
,J 

.~ 

palals incrust~s d l or et couverts d l ~pailles. Embl~me de 

bien d€~ gouve rnements l!.2 Furthermore, the re is no r eason, 

either, why the poor should be deprived of education. In 

Eldora do, the idea is imp11cit that everyone, rich and 

poor alike, has the opportunity to pursue the 3tudy of 

scienco; one of the public buildin~s at which Candide gazes 

in d.eli ghts is the lipalais des sciences, dans lequel il vit 

une galoT':i.e de deux mille pas, touts pleine d ' lnstr-uments 

de l'r.8.th6ms.t;iquB at de physlq'.1e" ( l'101~ize ,pp.121~122 ) . The 

gencH·al j.ntellectual standp.rd maintained in El dorado by its 

benign ruler is obviouso Obvious as well is the welcome 

extended by that ruler to any and all of his people wishing 

to visit his palace; even the newcomers' arrival there 

oc casions a greeting by the grand officers of the crown, 

who l oad them to the klng l s quarters amid music by two 

rows of mu~iciansJ each row consisting of a thousand . men. 

Thieis probably significant since music traditionally 

symbolizes the hal-mony of the spheres and indicates t hat 

2The CO ln.D l ete ltJorks of Voltaire: NOt.8books s ed. T~_ Besterman, 
1'0-i:onto~"andI3uf 1'a10: UnI"ve rsi ty o'Y-'l'o ronto Pre ss, 1968, 1,49-4-. 



all is well in the w0rJd. Such a l a rge number of musicians 

here , then, is evidence of the supreme harmony existing in 

this particular mona rch's realm, a harmony tha t had 

c e :{> ta :i. nJ.y not been present in e i ghteent h century France 

under Lou is XI V, and still was not und er his successor, 

I.ouJ.S XV. 

Unlike the reign of the Eldorado king , the l a t er rul e 

of La uis XIV i3 well known to have been an one rou s one for 

the Fre nch citizens of the time. The aut hor hims elf 

1\ ~ 4- h .... {-argue a L' '-". _, , at his best J Louis XIV had u s ed his unp recedent ed 

pOi-Jer- wisely, humane l y, and ( what "JaB perhaps e van more 

i mport a nt to Voltaire ) wi th good t aste. His pro gram of public 

works had cre ated employment and beautified cities; his 

sp onsorship of arts a nd letters ha d contributed to a 

ranai3sance in li terature and encouraged rational thinking; 

his ~dminiRtrRtive regulations ha d imp roved publ~c 

adminis tration, reformed the law code, discipline d the armys 

built a ns,vYI and ended the spirit of faction" ( Gay~ p,112 ) . 

But in his l ate r year s, during the 1680's, the king bec ame 

mere haughty, more intole rant, and more arbitrarj in his 

ruleG It wa s in these y ears, to Voltairo ' s despair , tha t 

he abandoned his r ef orms, revoke d the Edict of Nantes, 

waged a s eries of fru i tless wars tha t drained the French 

\ 
.\ treasury , a nd eventually came under the infJ.uence of the 

Church. Far from concerning himself with their welfare, I 
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Louis taxod bi~ Gubjects heavily, leaving them in a state 

o f a b ject poverty 111 order to further the splendour of 

Versaillos, his palace. Far fr om ensuring edu cationa l 

oprortunitL:3 even for rude peasants, Loui s l eft them to 

ttelr ignor~nc~ and superstition- ~a condition that Voltaire, 

th 0 ardent hater of superstition, co ns idered pitiful. 

After Louis XI V1s death in 1715, this state of affairs 

cont i n~ed under Louis XV. In the ccnclu~ion to his a rticl e 

8Ll.PI8 up tnus: 

.~,Noins do superstitions, moins de fanatisme; 
at mains de fanatismB, moins de malheurs.3 

Eldorado i s f 1:'00 f:r'om unhappi ne s s bec a us e there, education 

has replaoed supe rstition . In other words, Louis XIV and 

Louis XV were mis-using a~ abqolute power which, aD Volt aire 

here demonstrates, can, id~ally, be emp loye d to great advantago, 

for the be t terme nt of the nation as a wholeo ·In fact, proper 

use of such authority can result in a near-Utopian society 

with no neAd for law courts and prisons because the peopl e 

&ro cont ent. The full significance of Eldorado now be comes 

clGa]'"'. It is a land 'toli tcut e la nature est d1une espece 

8i dls~f'er~;:nte de Ia no t ran ( Morize, p.lll ) . it is a contrast , : \ 
to 'ebo countries of Europe and especially to l"x'ance Hhere so 

rnuc.h i s Ivpong tha t does not 1"1a7e to be wrong. Basically, it 



is an indiP8ct reproach to the ruler of the time, Louis 

XV, where Voltaire do es not dare to use a direct one. 

More specifically, however, Eldorado serves as a 

model by VIhi en Vol taire ou tl ines to us his O1rm poli ti cal 

ideas. Though they are governed by an absolute ruler, 

tho l no.ividual1;) dHelling here are pol i tically free, as all 

men should be according to the author. This fact is 

l'e eo gn:Lzed by the ki ng ., Hho poi nts it out to Candide and 

Caca r<lbo when they dec19.re their intentions of' leaving his 

1>B 8.1m: 

Tous les hommes sont libres; partez quand vous 
voudrez (Morlze, p.123). 

Bu.t, hs adds p ti mes s u.jets ont fa:tt voeu de nc jamais sortir 

de l eur enceinte, et lIs sont trop sages pour rompre leur 

This vow whi ch the inhabitants arc 

too wise to br eak is the only factor limiting their freedom; 

yet it is a limiting factor ~nd proves that, in Voltaire 's 

opinion, a small measure of liberty must be sacrificed for 

\111 sdom. The wisdom acqui red in return, howeve r., :LS, for him, ' 

more than a f air exchange; it is the wi~dom that enables the 

people of Eldorado to recognize a good government when they 

have it} and to appreciate its proper' handling of religion 

and of the economy, which produces the social harmony they 

possess" 
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From a reli gious poi nt of view Eldora do corresponds 

with Volta ire 's own well known a ttitudes . It cons titut e s 

a prime examp l e of the de i st ic soci e ty \.,rh Gr e 1'r.. en beli eve 1n 

the exis t enc e or God but r e ject t he convent i ona l doctrines 

and dogma normally a ssoci at ed with the Church. As the old 

man who is the traditional lit e r ary personification of 

sagacity expla ins to Candide, God is conside red a being to 

whom one prays not in supplica tion but simply in gr a titude 

for all the gifts He da lly gives to ma n, bec ause ~ a s the 

BT'a ehman to lls the .Jesui t in the Di~lc ~~~_~~.~I]-£~£l.2Fa chme.~e 

et u.!?:._j. ~.l?~)_t~, "il faut I' adorer".4 Nothing is exp e ct ed 

from God in r eturn for one t s p rayers, for He is not a God 

"'):10 int orferes \<l i th the aff a tl's of mankind; He i s a God 

\-11'10 ha s me r e ly set the Horld in moti on and equippe d it Hi th 

sufficient r es ou r ces for it to run on its 0 ....,110 Hence, B3 

is not fr e <3 to gr ant man' 3 eve ry .vhl rri and Hi3h, a'nd to pr'ay 

to Him in thi s way is as ridiculou3 and useless as is the 

penitent prayer that asks for giveness for original sin. An 

Eldorado inh~bitant does not believe in 3 Tiginal sin, a nd 

therefore pray& to the Creator without guilt. The idea of 

revel a tion ha s no place in his religion; worship, for him, 

is Ii simple rna tt e r, summ,ed up by the old sage In tvlO 

s ent enc e s: 1! Nous avons, j e erols, la r eli gion de tout Ie 

monde; nou.s ad ol'ons Dl eu dll soir jusqu'au matin" (Mor·ize ,pp.115-·116 ) ., 

l.~Voltaire, 116 1.a J}ges , Paris: Librairie Gallimard, 1965, p.314 .. 
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&lcb a religion obviously requires no intermediaries ; banc0 9 

no priests, in tbe ordinary sense oftbe word, are found in 

Eldoradoo Rather, the ge neral ~lewpolnt is ) as tbe old man 

La bon vlelllard sourit. Me s amis, dit-il, nous sommes 
tOlJ 8 p:.:> (~ t.res •• • --Quoil Vous n ' avez point de moines qui 
ense:te;ncll.l:' J qui disputent, qu.i gouvernent, qui cabalent, 
at qui font brQl er les ge ns qui ne sont pas de l eur avis ? 
--II faudrait que nous russians fou s , dit Ie vieillard 
( Ha rize, pp~117-118 ). 

Th~ bi ting sarca3m imp l ied in Candide ' s question and tbe 

p recise quip of tbe old man's reply states Voltaire ' s 

opi ni Gil ill a mere fe ~,v words, and stat es i t more effe cti vely 

than it could have been stated in several pages of direct 

mocking at wor ld religion and all tbe squabbles a nd diff icultje3 

for which it is responsib l e. Because of tbe absence of priest s, 

the church in Eldorado has nonA of the poli tical power that 

the CO.thoLic Chu r ch bad i n eigbteentb century France. Becau.f~E; 

of tbe absence of priests, there are no fana tical Catbolics 

Hho incite police to apros t people like Galas and v/bo inflict 

long and brutal torture upon tbo se arrested. Voltaire ' s 

opinio n of pries t s bas not change d in tbis r espec t since 

h18 sarcD.stie mockery of tbe Anglican clergy in England, in 

L0 clerg~ angl ican a re t enu beaucoup des c eremonies 
cathollqu8s, et surtout celle de r ece vo ir l as dimes 
avec une uttention tres scrupuleuse. Ils ant aussi 
l a pi e u se an:oiti on d ' etre l es maitres. 

De plu3~ ils i'omentent a utant qulils peuvent 
dans l eurs ou~illes un saint zele contre les non
confo :cmistes. ;, 
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Once again , the writer, a man discouraged with exi sting 

condi tions, na s used his pe n to describe Eldorado and thus 

to j.llust r a t e his beliefs co nce r ning the ideal situation 

with regard to roli gioh. 

In France at the time , as well as in othe r European 

countri e s, intol erance of heterodoxy frequ ently l ed to 

the burning of he r e tics. The notorious Spanish Inquisition 

in particul a r regularly engag ed in s~ch practices. If 

an indi vI dua l was suspected of stra yi ng from the straight, 

nal."J.~OVl path of Catholicism, the Inquisition imme diately 

soiz:ed hi m a nd sentenced hi m to punishment. Hence, in 

.C aDdt~~, He f:l.nd Pangloss s el zed and sentenced to be hange d I 

i 
for questioning the orthodox views on free -wi).l, and Candide l 

i 

sent 0nced to a whipping for listening without objection. 

Volt a ire desp a ired of such intol orance amongst the different 

r eli gions of the world, and frequ ently point ed ou t that it 

\\r8.S J..uclicl'ou8 since a.11 r01i gions are founded upon the same 

~ \} ba,'J is ; belief in the existence of an all-powerful God. He \,.' 

u~ged religiou s toleration as the most sensible course, 

rs,alJ2,lng tlJat it was the confli ct of customs in the 

vari ous faiths--custo ms such as the practice of confession 

and the eating of pork and the ne cessity for intermediarie ~ -

tha t led to potentia lly violent disagreements between grbups 

of men. Understandably, then, ~eligion in Eldorado has 
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:)60n tltrlp '~j ed not only of 'j. ts pr:tests but also of all 

s.u.porflu.') us e e ;:, o m()r!ieG~ so that only the essential practice 

of Ct :;lu~o,;!10d gi.ng B.nd thanking God remains. Furthermore, in 

Volt £l. L :'o ::3 op:l.nion, God :LS not directly connected Hi th the I I 

moralj.ty of man; mankind determines its own moral scruples 

through the reason initially bestowed upon it. Accepting 

&s natural this simple system of living , the citizen of 

Eldorado, in contrast with the re&t of the world, has lea rned 

et l ' humanite tl
c
6 He dwells in 

roligious contentment and in political calm. Because 

r-cl :l g~on 13 an affair- strict l y between man and God, it is 

eV'ery indi vidual I S ovm business, and the Eldorad.an nei thor 

foars condemnation himself nor thinks to condemn his 

neighbour on account of j.t. 

Ec onomicelly, the inhabitants of the land are also 

perf0ctly satisfied despite the ev i dent inequality of 

weal th-distribution in their rea l m. Even here, there are 

the x-1a1'1er and tbe poorer , t he "haves lt and the "have-nots n , 

fo~ Vol.tairo believed t ha t economi c equa l ity, unl ike pol itical 

equality, was impossi ble: 

I 1 cst :Linpossi ble, dans notre ma. l heureux gl obe que 
l os homrnes "15_ vant en societe ne soient pas di vises 
en deux classes, l ' une des ~iches qui commandent, 
l ' autre des pauvres qui servent.7 

Therefore, though each citizen is considered equal to h i s 

6Vo J· 'f.
r
··8.ire, !:2ict100n;..~ire'-p'.hilosophi.q~ , Paris: Garnler , 1967, 

p .3 ) '( .. 
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fellows, in the political sense , as a subject of the king, 

\{E; still find here, as we do in every society, the peasants 

who till the soil and labour physically for their bread, 

alongside t b8 king ' s musicians who live in relative ease 

and gr eater luxury~ The ma j or difference, however, between 

t hese people and the French, is that even among the poorest 

there iE no ~lsery. Unlike Loui s XIV and Louis XV, the 

ruler of Eldorado has ensured that no one in his real m is 

in danger of starvat i on. Consequently, that whi ch is termed 

poverty in Elc}.ol'ado is Hhat Vol taire! s own country "..rould 

cert~inly call abundance. The ho use i n Hhich Candide and 

Cacambo dine, Hhich is looked upon by the inhabit ants as 

one of the houses in a Hpfl.uvre villa ge", is, in the Europe-

o riented oy e s of the t wo visitors, ItbG:tie comme un palais 

dtEuX'opel? (I11 01'1 ze ~ p.lOB). rr hat which is served to them as 

a Tegular meal, for Hhich the government and not the guest 

pays, has all the ingredients of a banquet. What is s t ill 

more amazing i s that there is a s t ate of wealth with which 

to contrast tbis relative poverty, a wealth 'Ghat Hould no 

doubt be a l most inconceivable to the newc omers . We s ee it 

in 8. description of t he ld.ng i s splendid palace: 

La portall §tait de deux oent vingt pieds de haut, 
at de cent de large; i l est impossjb l e d ' exprimer 
qu elle en etait 1a ma tiere. On vo:5.t assez. quells 
sup~riorit6 prodigieuse el l e devait avoir sur ces 
cail10ux. et sur ce sable queno us nommons or e t 
pierreries (Morize, pe l19 ) & 
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Despite the' obviollS ex.8 ggerution employed bere by Volt aj_re , 

he bas sufficiently demonstrated his point. Due to excellent 

mana gement of economic r e sources by the absolute government, 

a management t hat could be imitated, even tho se who f arm the 

fields are always adequately provided with the nece s sities 

of lifa and are content enough that they cultivate the l and 

ttpour Ie plalsir comme pour Ie besointt ( l'1orize , p ';' 106 ) . 

Peace reigns because the peasant s have no grievances to 

protest. The people have been treated so fairly that they 

have becom0 virtuous and have thus outgrown the need for r 

prisons and law-~ourts. For the na tural and ulti mate 

result of such fair treatment--assuming , as Voltaire alway s 

did, that man is bas ically good--can be nothing other tha n 

compl ete s ocial harmonYe 

We do indeed find c omplete social harmony in Eldorado . 

Tho people a re fri endly, kin~ , and hospitable. Wherever 

they go, Candide and Cacambo mee t a welcome. Not only are 

they fed when they enter the house in the poor village, but 

they B.re Hai ted on by II deux garGons et deux fille s de 

Ilbotel1erie, vetus de drap d'or tt ( Mo r>ize, p.l08 ) . When 

they try to pay for the meal with the rubies and emeralds 

'che:r have co J l e cted in the streets, both the host and the 

hostess burs t into hearty laughter a t their igno rance; yet 

:t t is 8. laughter of good - humollr and not of malice, a l aughter 

that eloquently bespeaks the pure joy of living in such a n 
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lcietJ. l commu.ni t y. As s oon as he re co vers from hi s mirth, 

th e host goes as far as to apologize for the humbleness 

of h is home , and to explain to t be gues ts tha t e l sewhere 

they will be given a prop er r ecep tion, a reception more 

worthy of them . He is the first individua l they encount e r 

after enter i n g Eldorado, and he is outst anding for his 

ma rked l ack of interest in prec io us stones and riches, 

hi s extreme polit ene ss, and his treme ndous generosi ty. 

How different he is from those corr upt, greedy , dishonest 

French businessmen whom Candide l ater meet s i n Paris i 

Fll.rth('lrmore, the two t ra veIl e r s soon dis co ve r tha t hi s 

attjtude is one tha t general ly preva il a througho ut the 

kingdom. The old wis e man to whom the ho s t t a kes them 

for inf0rmat ion Hhen they s t art to enqui.re a bout life in 

the rea lm tr ea ts them wi th the s ame re spe ct: 

La vi ei J lard reGut les deux ft r angers sur un sofa 
ma te l asst de plumes de colibri , et l eu r fit pr6senter 
des liqueur3 dans des va ses de diamants ; apr~s quoi 
11 sa ti sfi t l eu r curiosit ~ ••• (Morize, p . llJ ) . 

Lat er, having t a lked extensively with the old man , they 

decide t o pay a visit to the king, and ·again, are welcomed 

with equa l enthusiasm: 

Vingt belles filles de l a ga rde r e cu rent Cand i de et 
Cac~mbo ~ la des c e nt e du c~rosse, ies conduisirent 
aUK bains; l es v& ti rent de robes d ' un ti ssu de duve t 
de coli hr i; apr~s quoi l es gra nds officiers e t l es 
vr'and e s of"l':t cieres de l a couronne le s mener>ent a 
i ' apartemont de Sa Ma j e st ~ a u mil i eu de deux files, 
chacune de mille musiciens ••• (Morize , ppol19-l20). 

I 
I 
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overwhelms th0 two outside rs who have been exposed to 

the cbr:.l'e~cter18t;j.c eruel ty of tba wox'ld b(3ycJlld t he mountain-

bar r i er , the cruelty that Voltaire depl ored. Man I s 

inhumanity to man in Europe and elsewhere oft en resulted 

in Deedless sutfering. Greed and the lust f or gold was, 

and still i s , the motive fer many a crime. In addition 

to the widespread malice and corrupt i on that the author 

percei ved j.n a ll mankind, he viewed his own people, the 

French, as hard-hearted, petty, and spiteful. For thi s 

reason, his presentation of the opposite picture in Eldorado 

is obviously anot~er veiled reproach of his countrymen, of 

the satHe type as the indi re ct reproach he us es on Louis XV. 

The technique is a ve ry effective one that he employs to 

max Lnnm. advs.nt8ge ; a n eighte'3nth cent ury Frenchman was 

shocked to read of Eldorado,· the land of happi ness and 

also the polit:tcal, religious, economic, and social oppo site 

of French soci.otyl 

In tho £'.1'ticle HVertu" 1n the picj:;~~.g~~lre __ E.h~1.QE.~h~~e! 

Vol taire has his ItBONRETE HOMll/jE l! say: lILa bienfaisance est.., 

1a 38ule vraj. e vertu It (Moland xx, 572 ) . Surely, the people 

of tbe Hgolclen l and ll
, vd.th their kindness, their e;enerosity, 

and their tolerance of others aptly fit this descriptiDn. 

As the inhabi tants of a well-run, well-ordered country, the;y 

I 
I 
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stand as ample ei,.'-:Lde nc:e of the fact that El dorado, to 

f~ large exte.nt s mus t illdeed be t he a u.thor I s idea of 

utopi a, must i~deed be the embodiment of a ll he r ejoices 

in and ad':ccates as ideal. 

El do~Rda as a Sat i rical Portrait 

S'b."l. t the dep i ctian of Eldol"ado is intended as a 

se rious modo l for mankind t o follow seems to be accepted 

l1nbe,s:'t t a. tingly by Po me&. l'., ~"ho cal ls it 8. I1pays d' utopie 

p euple d ! hon:.me s utop iques It (Pomeau, p. 311 ) . Whether such 

a p a t l abe l can truly be put on the p lace iss at best, 

de batahlee Whi l e there ie no doubt tha t there are many 

f avourabl e aspects about i t which hav e just been dis cus se d 

and which corr es pond to Volta ire' s own known vi ews, there 

j Sf:dso thtj prcblem tha t the pr'ot agonist ult ima tely insist.s 

upoa departing from it and retur'ning to the corruption of 

the Guter ~orld. Possibly the one boing satirized 1s 

CandidG hims elf; certainly Voltaire ha s no qua lms about 

sub jecting his he ro to inve ctive and ha s done so before 

this point in the story. Possibly the .author is saying 
I I 

that man is Dot yet re ady to d\:Te ll in such 8. paradise, 
} 

that he is i n fact too stupid to recognl~e such a paradise 

Hl:.en he At any rate, Candide's motives for leaving , 

when he co uld have s t ayed , demonstrato typically human 

failings. He is restless, unwilling to settle for the 

easily attainuble and often desirable aspects of life . 
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He is gre9dy and ambitious, not content with the thou ght of 

d}w l J.ine; a.s an ol'din8.l" ·;,{ individu.sl 3.n the l and of plenty 

f'O'J. ' the :C Gst of his days, but nlO ~F(-:) i nfat ua t ed with t he 

idAa of how distinct from others and superior to them be 

will be j.n the out s ide worl d, if he takes seve~al llamas 

and. loads thom up 1.[i th gold and p l'ecious ston es. He is 

vain, intrigued by the imagi nary prospe ct of showing off 

hi s ext porna 'vIGa} th befor e Cunegonde : 

.• • C&ndlde n 1eut plus d'autre d~sir e t d'autre obj e t 
que d1all e r prese~ter ses moutons ~ Mademoiselle 
Cun~gonde (Morize , p.125 ) . 

:t~ev(;·l'tb(~~. eElS~ one c annot he lp thinking tha t, i ·f Eldorado 

was 1'ea1 J.y so wonderf ul , h e vould have overcome these 

1'estl BsS impulses and stayed a nyway. J ean Sare il, in hi s 

Eldorado to Ut op ia. Voltaire, says Sarei1, has pur posel y 

made Candld8 ' s reasons for dep art ur~ seem weak an d vague; 

the main oue , after all, is to continue the search for a 

girl who, when he l as t saw her, was the mistress of the 

governor of Bueno s Ayres. Sareil continues: 

Volt8. i:t~r3 tient a montrer par l li qU.G rien ne forc;ai t 
SGS hero8 A [) 1 en all e 1'., si ce n ' est pas 1.' i r1"e spira ble 
&t'1:tosphe :c'G d'Eldorad.c ( Sare11., p.58)o 

The ~l stin8t sugE8stion here is that Eldorado mi ght be 

the ODe satirized, that for some reasons something about 

it makes i t intolera ble to human-beings. About it s 
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suitablJ.:Lt.;y as an. G:trl:irGnment fostering the cpeative urge, 

LUc1vrig \10 Yahn ueclares that "Eldorado, vrith its bu.:i.lt·-in 

Heal tb and comfort 8, offers no prope r sphe re for such .,.--

8.c.tivity; theI'efore, It is no utopia bl).t an ironically'-

vieHed pl easu re-dome" ( Adams, p.186 ). Virgil \Al . Topazio 

is in full agreement: 

Man,by his very nature, must strive for goals; therefore 
a life of p e rfection wou l d, in the long run, become 
intolerable, downri ght unll.veable, for without objectives, 
ambition would disappear and man would vegeta te (Topazio, i 

J ) \ p.,~O • 

Indeed, tl1 .h v2.eHpoj nt " eems to find support in tbe fact 

tbs.t. the " golden!! land 3 though a love lycne~ is rather an 

idl~ one . Upon arriving there , the first thing Candide 

and Cac ambo see is so~o children playing a game: 

Quelque~ e n fants du vilJ.age couverts de brocards d'or 
tOL~t cl ,3 d~l. iI' (~ s jouaient au palet a l ' i;ntree du bourg. 
N02 deux homroes de l'autre monde slamus~rent Ales 
reSarder (Moriz8. p.lO?). 

Eventually the children leave tteir play, dropping Btones 

t hat eppe~r to be gold, emeralds , and rubies, upon the 

ground . These, Candide and Cacambo hastily pick up and 

give to tbe village schoolmaster , explaining that "Leurs 

Al te ss es RO:lal e s avai ent au bl:Le leur or et leurs pieJ:'reri 88
11 ~ 

but "le mag:l.stUI' du village: en souriant, les j eta par 

terrf) .•. 1t (Horize, p.108 ) . Amazed, theylceep the stones 

and wander on until they come to the hostelry where they 

are fed. Upon offering the stones in payment for their 

food~ "1 1 hate et l' hotesse ec18.terent de rire, at se 
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tin:eent longtem.ps les cotes" (Morize, pp.l09-110 ) . The 

COlUl~;:r'y, it appears~ is one of anlLlsement, of smilings of 

l aughter, but not of work. At no time is anyone too ---
occupied w~th his own affairs to talk to the two st r angers 

and to 8.n 8 \\l0 .1:' thei r questions. The wise old sage to whom 

they are conducted by the hotel proprietor, welcomes them 

with much ceremony, sits them down, and indulges them in 

a lilongue conversation '! a.bout hi s native country 010rize, 

" 1 •. ., 8) i., • J .. L; • EV0n the king, whom they next visit, receives them 

into his court , t a lks with them at length over S'Ipper, and 

afterwards, shows them por30nally around his palace. The 

\..rh010 Jdn gdom poss e s S~~ s s orne thine; of the atmosphere of a 

gigan tic child's playroom, in which the two outsiders are 

being a llowed to r omp t emporari ly. But man cannot long 

survive on play alone; no one knows that better than Volt aire 

himself. Gay quotes the author as saying in -his first 

polemi c agE'c:tnst Pasca l tha t "man is born for action" ( Gay, 

p.19~). By laction's he Means occupation, the act of being 

busy, as contrasted with the state of being idle. In 

Au gus t; 1751, ',7Dltaire 1-lrote to Henault: "Plus jtavance dans 

18. 03.1:'1"'181" 0 de la vie, et plus je tro\l.ve Ie tr>avail 

n6ce~ sai ro. II devient ~ l a longue Ie plus grand des plaisirs 

e t t :1 en t 1 J. e \J. <.l e to U t 0 s 1 e s i 11l~ S i on s qui on ape r d u. e s II 

( Besto! 3958). Though the visitors are offered the chance 

of dwsl1ing forever in Eldorado, they are of f ered no prospect 
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of' OC(; l"tp8.t5.on there p at least nene more earnest than 

p], 8.;y ing . Ple .. y pallo and mu"'t. eventua.lly cease; the time 

must corne to put away the toy s and r esume the t ask of 

. , l' 11 1 . sc r.· :J.ons 3C.lU . . "\; . v n .~~. It hnUli:'m-being, Hith his innate 

restless ne ss and lust for advent ure, realizes this fact, 

and perhs pc it is for this re a son, rather than because of 

t he ir own stupidity, that Candide and Cacambo decide to 

d Op8. ) ' t th (7) il ideal" count ry. lHl men knovJ that perf'e ct ion 

attained is boring. Eldorado is perfection attained; it 

is II :3. 15.fo3 p1 eELsant, p1aci d, and s ta gne,nt, 1"a the r than 

ideal lt ( Adams , p.lS? ) ; therefore Eldorado is bor ing. 

Moreover any t hing, even eterna l subjection to the thi every 

and t he cheating and ths i®norality of the outer world, is 

bette r than dwelling forever in boredom. 

It is quito possible, thon, that ~ldorado, simply 

beca use it is the land of perfection, is a satire, rather 

than an· idealization, of that perfe ction. Jean Sareil, in 

hi s ~_f?_~~lr C~?2 .. dj:.S..~~ as serts that El do rado constitut es not 

a mod E;l to be 1011 t ated but jus t a moment a r·y lull du r ing 

which the heroes re-gather their s trength against evil 

before resuming a journey that they must take up again 

fo r the book to end satisfactorily: 

La bo nhelJ.r' qui re gne dans ee p~tit coin du monde n l empeche 
pas I e ma l de triompher part out ai ll eurs; c l est un refuge, 
ee n l est pas un exemp l e. Aucun profit nlest a tirer d ' ul1. 
t e l. ~pi sode, et ls seu1e l e~on qulon pour rait en d~gagBr 
serai tune Ie qo n d I ~gorsme : "J" I ai eu la chance d e rElUssi r 
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a assurer mall salut, eela Ple suffit, que les autres se 
dbbl'o u.:i.ll ···.nt. II Ce qu:L est exactemen-c Ie contra:i.l'e de 
eo qlJ.e ve nt ).:)['01]."\1 0 1- Volts.ire, rlO:1'9.1Iste social. Voila 
pOlJ.rquul J.iaventuro se sltU0 HD. miJ. l eu d.u li vrG et nO~1 
pa ~ A la fin, car 11 f aut que les h6ros r ep r ennent le 
cours de leur voyage ap r~8 cetto ba l te ( Sare11, p . 58 ) ~ 

Sareil furthe r maintai n s very strongly tha t Eldorado has 

to bo a satire because of the very manner in which it is 

de scribed. True, the Eldo radan demonstrates none of th e 

lust for gold for wbich the Europ ean Lusi ne ssman is known 

and berat e d. But why should be when he does n ot need gol d 

to oat., Hh(,Hl &11 the hos telri.6s serving him meals are 

F~ub 8 :i.. diz e J by tbe gover·nment? True , the Eldoradan i s 

friendly and good- humoured , but who would frown in such 

a oozy situation? Eldorado, says Sareil, is Lei bnizls 

8.nd Pangloss i 3 "best of all possible worlds'! sudcienly 

c r'8ated in the flesb, and Candide "lho, up to this moment, 

has been frantically clinging to the coricept , now ironical ly 

l'e j e c t s l t : 

On y r a ille bien la cupidit6 des Europ§ ans pour 
l'or et le s mati~res prbc i eus es, mais la criti que ne 
va pas tr~s loin; le s auberge s sont na tionalis§es et 
se~vent una nourriture abondante ; l a monnaie n'a pas 
l' a ir t r~s ut ile pui squ'on peut slen passer pour se 
faire servir A ma nger ; llurbanisme est rema rquabl ement 
d§valop6; l e ro i semble aloir pcur principales fonctio ns 
-- les seul es que l'on mentionne, en tous cas, dans l e 
livre--de donne r l' ac colade, d f bgayer l es soupers de 
bons mots qui s upportent la traduct ion, et de faire 
construi re des ma cbinespour l es ~trangers qui ve ulent 
quitter I e pays.&O . 

A vrai dire , c e t §pisode est nne sati re, comme 
ceux qui le pr~c~dent et ce ux qui I e suivent. Seulement, 
la situati on est soudain renvers§e. Candide n'affr onte 
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plus de DOU veux ma 1 heurs mai s u.ne iftcroya bl e U; l i ci t e. 
Pa):' une t:t:'ouva:l. lle d8 [ ~il l e , Voltairo prenel au. mot 
Le ibnitz at conQoit ce Mei ll eur des ruondes possibles 
qui est: {j.n e.e s lei t -mo t i ves du (': '.:n te , aLt mome nt ou 
Panglo ss r l sst pas l~ pour Je r6p 6ter, at valId que 
oe rneill eu r des mondes Dossibles s e rev ~ le invivable. 
La satire es t done tr~s · forte ici ( Sarei l, p.S?). 

Furthermol'e, SUr ell also reaff'j.rms the "boredomtt 

argument in favour of Eldorado's being a s a tirical 

repres ent atIon when he discuss es it in connec tion with the 

Constantinopl e garden at the end of the story, where Candi do 

and his group of friends finally sett le down. There, again, 

a lull o c curs , as it occurred in Eldorado. Evil ceas es to 

be a threa t in tha t garden: 

I)tli s~ 11 1'31J.r'J:ient llne nouvelle ca. l a~mi t8, 1 t 811nu.i, ne 
Justement de 'cetta absence de maux, et qui confirms 
que ceux -ci sont une s ort e de pime nt, en tout cas 
un ingr~dient n~cessai~e ~ l' h0mme qui ne saurait 
Vl"f{IlG SD.!""lS 0U.X. C' eD t 11, sa11S doute , 1 e sentiment 
q:li avalt dQ de-cer'miner CandId.e at Cae8.mbo a quitter 
E1dorado ( Sal"eil y pp.273 - 271-t). 

HIt is Im o'.orn lt
, ~1::; ate s Roy S. vlo lp e r in his article, "Candide-,~ 

GLiJ.·i in the Garden? II , ltthat Voltaire dreade d boredom ll (vlolpe:c, 

p < 27J.). Thus j it follows th8 t Elde> r a do, y.,rhe1.'e tranqu:tlli ty 

and a sense of sameness persists, must at least in part, be 

what Voltaipe dreaded. Wolper claims as well that Eldorado 

is sati~ized for its epicurea~ism: 

•.• isn ' t epi cureanism ridicul ed in the conte? When Candide 
visits Pal"aguay, tb e. Hc abinet de verdure-;-orn(" d l une tres 
jolie colo nnade de ma rbre vert e t or, e t de treillage s qui 
renfermaient des pel'roquets, des colibris, des oi seaux 
rnouches, des pintadcs, et tous les oi s eaux les plu s r a r osll , 
and the l!excel lent dl~,j e une r ll in IIvas es d l ol''' contrast 
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des 6cuelles de bois s en plein champ, A ll a rdeur du 
solei l!l 0 I 3n f t; Eldo r ado , the m02 t be neficia.l and 
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ideal of the cont e ! s \·wrlds j also partially under'mined 
by a 8in:ila r 13i r-Epicure Mammon arn~) litud e; the dinner 
of It qua t:ce pot age s ga rni s chacun de deux pe T'l'oquet s, 
un conto ur bouLLli qui pesai t de ux cents Ii vres, deux 
singe s r6tia d'un goQt excellent, troi s cent colibris 
dans un plat, at six cents o1 seaux-mouches dans un 
autre; des r agoUts exquis , des patisseriAs d~licieuses; 
I e tout dans des plats Clune esp~ce de cristal de 
1'oohe 1l

; the sofa of "plumes de colibri", the house 
Hith a door.' Ild' a rgent ' t , rooms l1d ' or"3 an antechamber 
"de l'ubis et df eme raudes ll ,? In Eldorado, the luxu r-y 
of pJ.8.c e and food and service reminds one of 
PHraguay (1.rJolper·, pp. 273-274J • 

For Wolper', "contentment depends not on Habelaisian excess~ 

but on rmbGtantial adequacy ;! (Wolper, p.274). The same is 

true for Voltaire,who, in 1733, said in a l et t er to Cideville: 

HJ' l aime mi~lUX avoil" des amis qus do. superflu, et je pr'~fere 

un homme de lettres a. un bon cuisinier et a deux chevaux de 

ca rrosse. On en a toujours nssez pour les autres quand on 

sait se borne r pour soi. Hien n l est s1 ais~ que dlavoir 

dll su.pe~··flu." (Best., 640 ) . 

Hence , Wolpe r, while he admits that t here are many 

favourable asp ec t s about Eldorado, t ends to the viewpoint 

of Sareil rather than to that of Porneau; far from wholly 

c.ol!'lrni ttir1g hi.ntself to the "Utopiail theory-, he ins1 sts that 

Volt- a ire' s Il go1den" land js B.t leas t partially a satire. In 

a footnote t o his article, he states: 

Eldorado J I think, is not always a Utopia. It has 
t endencies t owar·d stupidi ty ( " je suis fort ignorant 
et je mion trouve bien lf

) and isolationism ( !I quand on 
est passablement quelque part , 11 raut y r ester" ), 
(1..JolpeJ:', p.27J.~ ), 
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vfhEm one surveys the nideal r 8P,lm ll in a ll these 

p er s poct i ves, regard ing t he concep t of perfection as 

t e dJum. lack of g~eed for money as l ack of n ee d for money, 

e.nd 1 8. ri;-:;h adornment as unnecessary lux ury, then tbe r eason 

ttat Ca n did e and Cacam bo cannot bear to stay in Eldorado 

be comes nbund8.ntly· cl ear. Tbey can hardly be blame d for-

runni ng from a pl ace tha t threat ens to bore them with 

idleness and r rivolit y for the r es t of their lives, cert a inly 

ll.ot. Nben they La v a far i'r,ore int e r e stlng, far more adventurous 

t; 8 [,ks to perform in t.he OUGer worldo The y c an hardly be 

blamed for r e belling a~ainst the king !s invi tat ion to play 

f o r 0 vor and f~rget t hat work exists. Perhap s , then, Eldorado 

i 1: oD.ly a miJ.'age o f tt 8 ideal, not rea lly as go od as it 

1()~)k s. Qui t G poss i bly, it is s i mp ly another method ( and we 

'KYl O VJ tllB.t the r e ape many thro ughout _CandidE~) tha t the author 

omp}o;)'s to 31.1.bj e ct the Ilbes t of a ll possible worlds" to satire . 

Si gnif:Leal)(; 8 of Eld0ra do in C§l_n_dl_' d_~ 
-----_.,------

Y,Jbetl1El l' one chooses to be lieve that Vol taire t s !lland 

of go ld" ::.8 painted seriously or satirically or, as seems 

mast llkely, that it is both to some ex tent, there ca n be 

no douht ato~t it s i mportance to the work as a whole. For 

C :t:18 t hing, it oecupi e s R. vital position within the Hork, 

8 p osi tion \;1hich,:if 1 t :i s interpreted as a utopiasl'eveals 

to t he r eader ma jor informa tion about the a uthor!s outlook 

on li fe . .L\.PPr'oxi.mately h a lf Hay through the 3t o ry of' his 
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, 
adventures, Candide arrives in this ideal realm. Until 

theri y be has been doing his bests de spite' misfortune after 

m:i. sfor-tune 9 to cl ing t o t h e Wolf'ftan philo sophy of bi s J 
teacher, Pangloss 1 that "al l is for the best". He has been 

kicked ou t of the Baron ' s palace in We stpba1ia which b e 

or'i g:Lnally conside red to be lithe bes t of all pos sible worldS!!; 

he h a s be e n f orced to leave Cun~gonde, bis sweetheart; be baB 

be e n whipped in tbe Bul ga rian army ; he ba s seen drown t he 

AnabaptiBt Jacq~es, who was kind to bi m; he bas watcbed a n 

earthquuko in Lisbon ki ll thous ands of inno cent p eople; and 

h e ba s Hitne ssed in P o rtl1.ga J~ t he bangi ng of Pang lo ss, hl a 

beloved tut or, by the Inqui sition. Yet it is not unti l 

thi s point} in the m1ddle of tbe book, when be enters 

Eldor~do, that he truly realizes that h e never lived in 

lithe be~3t of 8.11 passi bl e wOl'ld.s H ~ tbat even in VJestphalla, ,~\. 

he ba d not hing mor e t ha n a f ool's 8ptimism, based ~pon the 

shaky foundations of innocence. Eldorado, on the other 

hand~ i s a c on t ras t to Westpbalia for it constitutes a 

paradi se, not of innocence bu t of exper i ence, not of i gnorance 

but of tbq knowledge of human na tur e and of the condi ti ons, 

politieal and otberwise s that a human- be :i.ng requIres to be 

content. It is a contra st , in otber words, to tbe 

philo sophy of blin d opt imism inltl a lly p08tulated by Panglos3 

at the be ginning of the book. As it contras ts with blind 

optimism, so too It c ontrasts ;...,rj. th the blind pessimism put 
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f orit!&rd by Hartin , Candide ! s corrrpanion for the l atter half 

of the book, 2fter hi s depar ture from Eldorado . As a 

na ti on that J:1.':1. S managed to a ttai n I'.lear~, perfection, it 

st a nch:; as Cl ('.cns tant r eminde r that It all is for the worst 11 is 

no mOl'B t.r-ue than flaIl is for the bestll. It s situation in 

the middlo of t he book, then, is signi f icant in that it 

fOT'ms the cant r al "pa use 11 be t i~Te0n the presenta ti on 0 f one 

philosophy and tho presentation of another, and it i s in 

the correct IGcation to refute both eff8ctiv01y . Furthermo re , 

t he descrip ti on g iven of it s tilled fiel d~, cultivated for 

pleasur e as Hel l as for need, hints at the solut:1.on, !f Give 

up asking questions and c~lt ivate your garden", which Candide 

finally settles fo r at t he end of t he t a le. Hence, the role 

of Eldorado in relation to the work as a who l e , is f ar more 

not eworthy than it appears on the surfa ce ; elements of the 

beginning, the middle, and t he end, combine h e re to fo rm a 

mi c ro eosm of all that Vol tai 1"e bel i eve s in and pe corr1.lTIe nds to 

hi s fello w beings . 

If Eldo~ado is, indeed~ a sinc erely postulate d Utopi a , 

then it i s also the perfect setting against which to 

d 0.mon~trc-J.tG the idiosyncl'asJ of the human mind and human 

nature. Candida choo ses to leave it, in that case, because 

he has been corrup te d by the materi a listic, do g-eat-dog 

society of which he is a product. His values are too 

t wisted for him to recognize paradise whe n it is within 
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b'L f:'. g:Pt1 SP; a ll he can think of is findin g Cunegonde 

again and showing off his goll and his llamas before ber. 

He prefurs to be a rich man in the depraved outer world 

~:·8.t}:J0r tl)8Yl to be a n ordinary citizen in th e tranquil 

realm of a gra cious king . So, like Adam , he turns his 

ba ck forever on the Garden of Eden to face once more the 

tho~ns of eve ryday evil a nd spite. 

Yet the fact t ha t he has be e D tc Eldorado, has seen 

how thi ngs ca n be, as well as how they are, helps him to 

endure subsequentbardships and misfortunes and saves him 

fro m comp lete and utter di si llusionment. Because he is 

aware that a better wa y can exist , he d~es not succum b 

to the total p e ssi rnism of Ma~tinJ but nej.ther t at this 

point, i s he naive enoug~ to be Rn optimist. By the time 

the [itory drs.Hs to a clo se" he ba s found that tbe "happy 

mediu.mH is t.J e be st Gour'se, that: t he event s of tbe vJOrld 

are inexpl i cable a nd will a lw ays be so$ but that if be asks 

no ques t ions and simply cultivate s his ga rden , he can at 

leas t subdue, if not cu re, his restle ssness. It is with 

this final rEsolution tha t the book leaves us-- an i lnportant 

X'8s o1ution, Gnd a phi losophy tba t r epresent s t he CUltil:i.na t:i.on 

of all tho exp eriences undergone i~ the course of its pages. 

It !s a res 0J.ut ion that El dorado, th e ideal world for 

Vo ltaire , has belped to determine~ 
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Even if Eldorado is ~agarded Q 8 & satirical or a 

partly satir'ical p:r'esent ~l i,; l:)n , it~~ cignificance is not 

decreased. As Jean Sarel1 has pointed out, it is quite 

po s~:i, ble that Vo:J.tairehas mate.:('1an,y created the much-

talked·, (1 bout Ii bes t of all pos si bl~3 'tJorlds I', only to h8.ve 

Candi de ironically reject it. Under these circumstances , 

EldG1'8 do P0;';8 8 an important question: Do we really want 

tte Ii bt~S t of all pos s i bl.e worlds It? To have such a world 

would create a situation of boredom, whereas it is often 

the lack of perfection. the desire to strive tO~..Jards a more 

ne a rly PG~fect state, tha t moves man to action and gives 
'I 

his life purpose. Eldorado1s pos~tion in the middle of ( l~ 

Candide seems to suggest Voltaire ' s answer to this question~ 

It sugges ts that the be s t solution 58 a medIum state, an ( 
. 

outlook on this vro:rld nei ther as the best of all possi ble 

wo rlds nor as the worst, but containingelementz of the two 

to conrpr i S(~ and arrive at 8. way o f tbink:l..ng mid-way bet~veel1 

tbo thl'O. Perhaps this "happy medium ll is the most nearly 

llbappylt environment tha t man can achie ve on ea:rth. 

Ce r·t;a ln:l.Y, the fact tbat there is a connection be ti-J88n 

Eldorado and the co nclusion arrived at as the book draws to 

n close is obvious, no matter what one!s view is about tho 

s e:d.ousnes s of' the portrai t. Bo",jever, the nature of that· 

connection is more debatable. ~ean Sareil begins by rela t ing 

the ttvO: 
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Le chap itre fi na l d Constantinople est marquG 
~Ul aussi par un arr§t de cat a~trophes , mais slors 

· 'FJ.! en El dorado I e phenomene s! i ns erai t lo p: :t qu ement ••• ; 
iei, 11 ne peut av air d t autre jus~ i fication que I e 
bon pJ a is ir de llaut eur ( Sa r ei l, p<59) . 

He cOYitin;.l8S by' dlscu3sing the del.'v l sh and the farmer 

to whom Ca ndi de and his gr oup of friends go for advice as 

to how t8 avoid boredom: 

La co ~sultat ion du derviche co ns t a te l'Gchec de toute 
tentat i v e theorique pour resoudre les questions de 
meti?,phy~·d.que . Fin alement, un eX8mple concret, facile 
O. :L I'£lj. t e1:'} \U1. pe l~m '3tt}.'e d Candide e t d ses compagnons, 
ma r is par llexp 6rienc e, de tirer l a leqon de leurs 
avent~res (Sareil, p .60) . 

r)1 bj"" n - . ..... H • (I r\ • -r , co •• 
...... <J J.(c;' .. ,on s ]11 ~)a.rell. oJ oplnlon, i s the o~e f or which 

Candide finally s e ttles , and is the one that Voltaire is 

s.i.nc e. :re ly teac hing : r e si gn yourself to the i Yrlpe rfections 

of t he:. ',:or'.l ,:1 that YOLl cannot change, but try to work yam" 

way to wa rds t he better trait s in El dorado, even though 

I 

\ 
\ 

you shouJd not de si re to copy it as an ulti ~ate . For, in \ 

BU.l"bE,1.' t S ~'JC. rds , II S l)ch q world is beyond t he bounds of 

practi cal poss ibility, as Volt a i re acknowle dge s by giving 

it the rn~,· thical n arn6 of Eldor9.do, but some pro gress tows.rds 

j f'" r. d $ (1 e ' . ~ -n ~ '1 v ~J' S 0 f a Cl a ss" c __ ' U"~~~ .. ~: ' ~ ... ~:. . . :~ ~ .. ~ _ _ I .~' ~ ... ___ _ ____ _ ._. _ . _ _ ~~, states a very simj.lar point 

of vi cw in dee18,ping that;' Volt 3. ire concludes Ca.:<].~i.g.S? Hby 

affirming tha t social product ivity of any kind, a t a~y 

level, constitute s the good li fe, tha t the r e are limits 

'I-lithin which man mus t be satis fi ed to le a d the good lifej/ 



but th~t, wi tbin t hes0 , be hUR u ve ry rea l chance of 
C> 

a ,:: r..:i c v.i. nr; bo t h [) 1"1 V '3. t 8 C on+;c n (; m8 ltt a no p i..l. bl i c: t: l ' O S !' E) :::; [1" U 

Li EJ(JOl'ncio J fel'InG C13 l1iOn~,lgn8s 1.nfx'anch1_ssabl es .• est 
C() lntlJ.e 8 ' i 1 n (exls tait pas • .. :n n!est, po ur l'homme 
"1' ''''''')0' ....... ... : ' ''' . p do! r f 1 tf 1{) .... 'l·· :1. ·1 11" dr:> C' . n - ....:J o v_ .. ,.1. j Y.J. ~lL J~r .Ln , '-lU t.:.n P8.J. o. v.1S ,Ce_~_,l ~ 8.n_.lv. ~. 

Les reBCap~S du conte s l y trouvaient install~s depuis 
un c Gl·t a in temps qu ' i l s nlen savaient rio n. Profondd 
l acon : t ous le~ homMes sont d§ j A dans Ie seul paradis 

c· '" ' \. '1 ~ ( .,) () (.l r .'~ J -1 ..., 12 ) pO ':: C) J.o ... '" \J. ·_:tl " RU , pp. _ . . _ - ,) _ .. 

Acno rding to these au t hors, then, the cont e conc lude s 

lion a clear n..:.> t e of' bope fl ( EarheJ.', p • .?7). Roy S. \'lo1pe r 

Gull 'l .. n • .. th ..... ·. (:;.·· ~.· ~.· .· ..... ' .. .;, ·"D .. ? I I l' '" '"' t es t'-' me l'<- ~- o tl)a t C-Ji" Qg l'''''en·lel .... ··l-_ .. f .'; _ ' ,~ ~ ,.... .' a..," i u 10 • • ,)~.:> v i" 

Even at th.e en d of' tLe . r::.().!f~~' Ylo l1-> e:r se'38 the protagonist as 

a. g ul l ? 8. cJ.npe , one lvbo ·b8.s f a.iled botb to be " mQri pSt r 

1 I oxper:i.onc.:/! o. n d to Htirer' 1a l e~on de ( ses ) 8.ventur'es ll • 

C&Ddide , Wolper points out, has be en frequent J. y satirized 

by Voltair8 in the past, 80 tha t it i s quit e possible tha t 

he iE1 sti11 being s at iri~~e d ",rhen tl1(~ b !)ol~ winds up : 

Candi de's 8asy gull i ng at the hands of the bedri dden 
\-J0l\'.B.n uno pl·e tendecJ. to be Cu negonc:e" his :faLLuX'8 to 
r est r ain bis appetite as he thought of ~u rder and 
lo [~ t love ,'md reputat:lon 1 h:l.~3 neEcore un0 i'oL:; , 
Pan g lo s S B. "iT 8,1. t r a i s 0 ~1 , t 0 It t est. b i on 11 ( H 11 i (; hoc cur s 
after nlany \rOy8/!,es in whic h Candide has E'.een cr-L181ty 

- " .. ~ ... ; . .. _- t. • I _. .. . _ . • 

ana c arnage, eCCleSl&stlcal and pol ltlcal , qnd cul~ural 
stupidity)--al l reveal Vol t aire ' s clear detachment from 
his main character ( Wo lper , p.267). 

~·,· I 
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Vlolptn- fur'the)" 8.sse:::ts ( p.26B ) that !ICa nd1.de T -g s olL.:.ti on, I 

think, :1.8 not Voltair'e t s ", 9.nd oi'f(H'S as proof, that tbis 

solution is ba sed on the advic:e of an old Turkish farmer /' 

who bas n e ver travelled, never seen the world, and is 

the l'Gfore too ignorant to genuinely- assume the role of a 

Perhaps the old Turk, within his twenty a cres, bas 
never seen the cancerous spread of evil, but Candide 
has . Ca ndide 's teli e f tha t safe gRrdons can continue 

/' 

in the world, marks bis bJindness to experience; " 
slmil8..l:' ly, Panglo ss 1 :3 !' tout est bien tt proves irrelevant 
to the dark realities around him. Both have missed the I 
meaning of their tra vels (Wolper, p.270 ) o I' 

'I'h<:l \imoardng of thE-i.r tr'8.vels"1 according to 'v-lolper, 

is tbat one ought not to hide from evil in the cultivation 

of 8. gar-den, but to face t~)e fact of its existence, and to 

attempt to do sometting positi~e toward its prevention. 

His articl o does not define any specific measures to be 

taken, obviousl y because he does not think the book does. 

Sh8.I'iEg his outlook and his L:onclusions is Robert 11. Ado.ms .• 

HfJO dG~lares: 

Candide, when he settles down to cultivate his garden, 
is surrendering to brute imbecility as well as to the 
wisdom of t he world. His acceptance of the world and 
its ways is not simply an imu Ginative achievement, a 
wedding; it is also a tuneral and the be ginning of a 
wake. Something is dead , an illusion, an ambitioIl, an 
attitude; it i s the energy of delusj,on by which Candide 
has exist ed in our minds. In tok en of the fact t hat a 
wholly reas onable being has no interest for us, as soon 
as he h~s r os i gned himself to a rational task. Candide's 
book comes to an end. His ga rden will be planted over 
the rotten corpse of his animating delusion, and there 

. , 

Is nothing merry or hopeful about the change ( Adams ,pc17ln). 



~~h:ts le8.ves the en<iing of ~japc!:i.d_'2. as a large , . ,rather- dismal 

quistion-ma r k , to the effect thnt ~he presen~e of evil all 

around us is acknowledged , but we have no real means of 
I 
\ ' 

combatt i ng it. No defi n ite mora l is of f e red, and no precine 1 I 

course of action is suggested . For me, this is an 

unsatisfactory termlnatJon to a cont ~ j.n the Ittrav911t genre 

that ba s been evidently didactic througho~t. 

Perhaps this is why I t end, rather, to the outlook 

of Bottiglia and S&reil: that the "leGon" learned by Candide 

from the oJd farmer is the 1t1 9Qon ll that Voltaire sinceroly 

me ant hi!:; reader's to de::-lve fI-om the \-Jork: that one should 

ignore that which one ~an do nothing about, but should 

strive daily toward the perfect ion of Eldorado. For 

Eldo rado does sugges t ~ definite course of action against 

evil; it is a demonstration ~f the fa ct that good management 

of eecnomic l' e :30urces by a 1,Ji sc government can eliminate 

the mi~ery of poverty, that a king who rules correctly 

will never have rebellious subjects, that when religion 

keeps to itself and doeu not intrude into tbe sphere of 

politics, there can be no probl em of intolerance. These are 

all things th8,t Volt a ire genuine:Ly bel1eved and wO llld like 

to have seen brought about in his own country. True , there 

seem to be el eme nts of ~rony about Eldora do as well, most 

outstandingly its plaYI~cm- llke a tmosphere of idlene s s. 
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These elements sug[ est to me that the au t hor conside red a 

society that is as perfect in every wa y as is Eldorado, to 

be unattaina ble and not altogether desirable. J.H. Brumfitt 

!Jilt s :i.t V01'Y Hell \'I1"hen he says that; t! Eldorado is a dream of 

Utop:1. a rath3r than a blueprint for i ttl. 9 Were Eldorado 

attainable, it is quite likely that mankind would become 

bored with the st ~ t e of things and dissatisfied with his 

lazy lot. Brumfitt H1sely concludes that Hin portraying 

Eldor9.G.o., Vol talre is clearly srlOwingus a society whlch 

incorp o ~a tes s~me of his own ~deals. Beyond this, one 

cf:mnot g o ~oJi til certaintyll , 10 Nevertheless , once Candide 

and C~cambo h a ve been to that land--thougb they l ater l a bel 

it 11une f1ction"-.-they never forget their journey there and 

the things tha t t hey saw. Even as the book clos es, Eldorado 

as the b'-')li1<1 of poJ.ltieal hal" nlony continues, I think, to stand 

BS tIle all··:1.m!)ol'tant goal for all Frenchmen, if· not for' the 

human race, to w(J ·:,l{ tm·rard. If it could be only p-artially 

achieved, the state of affairs for all humani ty, wherever 

its effects were f el t, wouJ.d be immeasurably i mproved. 

9Vo l t aire , Candide, edt J.H. Brumfitt, London: Oxford 
Unlversity--'-f;-ress, 1968, p.178. 

1°1 ' .. .Ola, p ., 179~ 



CONCLU SION 

It has been my aim th r oughout t his paper to set forth 

under four main headi ngs the political &tt itudes of Vo ltaire 

as delilons tl'ate d in his maste rpiece, 2.£-EcUdB .• If, in so dolng , 

I have r eveal ed the true richness and subtlety couched in an 

apparently simple t ext , then my task has be en worthwhile. In 

addition, I hope tha t I have s ucce ssfuliy shown the extent to 

which Vol taire considered politics t o be his ~usine B 3. 

As Peter Gay point s out, ''It is true that Volt a ire said 

ll1.ore tbar; once tha t h 3 v-:as not interested in politics ll 
t 

but He nee d only to read his varions letters , t a les, and 

histories to realize tha t this is merely a typical Voltairian 

disclaimer, designDd to lul l authorit ies into believing he is 

not activ e in that spbero . In point of fact, a s we have seen, 

he is very active indee d. The fi rst section of Candide 

indicates him to be a n a rdent ha t a r of all war of conqu es t 

or r evenge , of which the Seven Years War provides him with 

a current and apt example. La ter, when he uses military 

terminolo gy t o dis cuss the Je s uits a nd their mission system 

of coloni za tion in Paragu~y , we sense his f ear of that order! s 

growing power, his fe ar of it s inte rference with the decisions 

of kings. In his opinion,the king should be the s upreme 

a utho rity in the state J and the Chur ch must not be permitted 

to influence that authority, either from the confes sor's 

125 
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closet 8S was often the case in Europe, or by fo rce of arms 

a:"] Has t h e ca se in P8.raguay. ~L;be lB..tter part of t.h8 .£.£nte. 

p a ints the evils that Candide suffers in Paris a t the hands 

of co r:-r·upt, i nt ol er3:1t }<'renchmen, and here Voltaire i s 

i mplicitly emp hasizing the no~d for certain reforms to be 

executed by~he gove rnment of his own country, as well as 

the nead for the individual citizen to resist his evil 

inclinations. If these reforms are made, perhaps a state 
< 

mor·o like }~ld.oj:ado, the "land of gold" that in ma ny ways 

J:'epI'es ent~ Volt aire 's id3a of political. perfect jon, Hill 

be p ::." (lc.luced. In Eldorado 1 a bent gn~ peace-lov~,- ng king rules 

\'ii'c h l;d .sdom and justice. Eo is not manipulate d in any Hay 

b~i tbe (;1-1u1'c11 because there is no Church ; religi on is an 

affair between man and God only, and requires no intermediaries. 

PO!' t his 1'0aS0n~ no lntolerance of those with differer:.t 

r'e J.:L 8-.:1. ous [)e.J_i afs 1-s pre sent e it her. Peace reigns in tbe 

k:i.r~gd. 0m and the pe.::,pJ. 8 arc cont ent. The king is s crLJ.pulou s 

i.n thE: r.1an8.[Cment of finances, 80 that all his subjects 

have enough to eat and miJcry bas been eliminated; hence, 

the mat i ve for mu.ch che .:.;tlng and dislJonesty disappears. 

F;ur'tbC'rl!lol'e~ the np alais des sciene8s" ,H:i.th its many 1"'aci1i t .tes 

for learning, implies that no one in the r ea lm is d~ni ed the 

opportunity of an educat ion. 

Voltaire was too wis e to dream of creating on earth 

a land ex~ctly like Eldorado. He knew that peace was not 

~lw~ys possible, and th~t war was sometimes necessary for 
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self-defens-e. He knew that organized reli gi on wa s ~n 

established fact, and that t here was no hope of its breaking 

down into Eldorado ' 8 de istic society. He knew tha t dishonesty 

and greed wo uld continue to exist despite any improvement of 

living condi tions that mi ght be made, ~nd despite any 

leGislation desi Gne d to curb it. Yet he neve ~th eles s considered 

that it wa s poss ible for the French to achieve a more nearly 

Eldoradan way of ll re ~ i f they were willing to work towa rds 

:t t. In.deed y by Y.TPi ting .9_an~lJ-.9~ t he has present r:.'d hi s 

c c.:npa i;:t·l:)t s 1,>Ii.th r.. co:npJet e p olitical program in the guls e 

of an lnnocent s t o r y ! He is promoting a policy of peace, by 

wbjch the treasury funds of France mi ght be spent on f eeding 

tbo hunEl\ ? ['end stamp:i.ng out. rJ.i sery , rathe r th8. n on f ru:ttless 

\Jh.:N1 oi' a ggress ion. He is ex.hol'ting LOll:Ls XV to rule Hi ttl 

Ilrmness of hand and honest y of hea rt, brooking no int e r fe r ence 

l'l'Ol'rl t,ll e Churc h in secu1 a I' matters. He 1s e neoup'aglng hi s 

monarch to r ep l a ce the i gnorance of the pea sants with 

educa tion, so as to increa s e the wisdom of the nati on as a 

whole. And fir~lly, he is urging every individua l citizen 

to revje\..j hi8 0 '1111 outlook, and to attempt to overcome hls 

tondencies t(Yhfa rds intol e r a nce and dishonesty . 

It is a political progr am that mi ght well be r e commended 

today as fer?ently as it was recommende d by Volt ai re in 

the eight eo nth century. 



Be s te r man, 
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