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ABSTRACT

2 1 > o . ol 0
This thesis is an exhaustive study of one man's social thought,

ts nature, roots and development, and its relationship to social, pol-

fte

<4 4

iticsl end cultural currents in his coniemporary society. It is an
exercise in the history of ideas, nob as systemetic philosophic thought,
but ag a popular, living, cuitural force, acted oul in the realilty of the
late nineteenth and early twentieth century Canadisn historical landscape.
John Wilson Bengough was,; in hig time,; a popular and prominent
social critic, journalist and lecturer. Known not only throughout Canade,

but indeed over much of the English speaking world, he wag perhaps most

didactic cartconing, pathstic poetry; and his watiring

[¢)

famous for hi

o

gupport of gociel raforms such as the single fax and prohibition. Al-
thovugh meny Cenadian historians have utilized his graphics and commentaries
to illugtrate their interpretations of the country's past; no one had
undertaken a sbtudy of the nature and origin of his observalions, no one

had identified or understood his ideoleozical roots; and no one had even
considered the role or erfect of the ideas he expressed in the shaping of
late nineteenth and early twentieth century Canadian society. This thesis,
ag a study of J.W. Bengough; examines the nature, rootg and development of

hig social thought, explains its application, and attempts, in so doing,; o
gills ! 3 PSSy 1 ?

w

advance & better understanding of mid- and late-Victorian Caonadian social
pIoCEessSes,

Chapter I sets the framewcrk for the study, documsniting some formative
influences of his early years, illustrating hig rise to natiomal prominenca,

snd identifying his graphic didactic commentarieg on political and social
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everts of the 1870'gs. Chapters IT and III, examine and evaluale his
populer apoeal and his effect on political even%se Chapter IV, perhaps
the most important in terms of an identification of the roots of his
social thought; examines his idsological foundations in the Protestant
ethic, and places Bengough within a tradition of interpreters of a Chrigt-

ian voeational ethic. Chapters V and VI illustrate the adaptation of his

gion and application.

In a narrov sense, this thesis argues thet Bengough is & repregen-
tative of &n intellectual tradition with its roots deep in the Canadian
religious heritage and it identifies his graphic, poetic and vocal appeals
for the employment of Chrigtian values in social problems as aﬁ important
early step in the development of later radicael reform movements, especially
the social gospel movement. In a wider éense, it illustrates the importance
of ultimate values in the impetus for socialvreform; Using Bengough as an
exanple, it illustrates the essential role that ideas, in this case Chrigt-
ian ethiecs, played in the development of Canadisn culture and social gtruct-
ure. And yet, while it attempts to provide some aunswers about the role

of Bengough and his ideas in Canadian history, its conclusions and arguments

often lead; instead of to answers, to further questions.
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PREFACE

As a study in Canadian intellectusl history, this thesis is en examin&tion.
of the thought of one of the mogt widely lnown Canadian journalists and soclal
éritics of his times John Wilson Bengough. It examines hov his abgolute adherence
to a consistently worked out Chrisbian vocational ethic influsnced nol only his
own views of socletys; bub in fact represented an ideological commitment to socilal
change that characterized a reform movement of which he was an early and vocal
exponent. As the history of what the involved individual thought is of‘ten the
higtory of what, at least,; an involved segment of the nation thought, so a sﬁudy

7 the ideas expressed hy J.W. Beagough is & springhoard to the understanding of
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Jlote ninctesnth century Caradian gocizl velues and
John Wilson Bengough, whose career spanned the last quarter of the nine-
teenth century and the first quarlter of the twentieth was a world renowmed poet,
editor and cartoonist. His fame as carieaturist and littérateur; as conbemporaries
noted, spread not only from one end of Canada to the other,1 but to Britain, the

United States, and Australia ss well. His works were carried by journals as

diverge and popular as the Toronto Globe; the Montreal Star, the Single Taxer,

the Weeklv Templar, the Farmer's Advocate, the Square Deal, the Moon, the Labor

Advocate, The Varsgity, the Voice, and many others. Internationally, his art and

poetry wags commonly found in such publications as the Revisw of Reviews, the

Sydney Herald (Australia),; the Chicago Public (U.S.A.)s and the Daily BExpress

1For exanple gsee comments in .S, Carswell,; Canadian Singers and their
Songgs (Toronto: MeClelland and Stewart Ltd, 1925). and WeS. ilallace, ede; The
Incvn[onﬁu|s f Cenada, (Torontos University Associates of Canade Lid., 1935) 4
and further comments throughout this paper.




(England). Iabelled as "one of the ablesgt cartoonists in the world"2 by
¥illism Stead, reforming editor and author of the controversial book If Christ

[rimer e

Came to Chicago, Bengough's extreordinary facility with pen and phrase in

Lo~

commenting vpon society in general and Censdien politlics in particular prompted

& present dey commentator to note that he was "the only artist to capture the
real John At

Contemporaries,; although recognizing his artistic merits (Bengough

vas elected & member of the Royal Canadien Academy at its founding), especially
praiged the didactic messages that his work contained. Championing the causes
of politicel morality, prohibition; the single tax, church reform, and eboriginal
ights, Bengough's vocal adherence tvo absolute ethical p;inciples earned him the
admiration of many like-minded men. For example, referring to him as the

"Artist of Righteousness", the editor of the Canadian Mathodist iagazine, the

Reve WeH. Withrow, approviangly noted that Bengough "uses his crayon as 5t. George
used his‘spear = to Transfix the dragon Vice."4
Today, the Canadian public generally knows little of Jo.W. Bengough; or
of Grip, the magazine he edited =-- & journal which‘contemporaries likened to
the best publicationg of its type in the world:

Grip is the Canadian representative of Punch, Galignani, Ean@] the
Honde Comiquee5 . ’

2wo Stead, in H.d. Morgan, ed. The Canadian Men and Women of the Time,

st ede (Toronto: Williem Briggs,. 1898), p.90.

BLe Newman, The John Macdonald Album, (Montreal: Tundra Books, 1974)s pe 47

4R9Vo WeHo Withrow, "An Artist of Righteousnegs", Canadian Methodist
Magazine (1902), in Bengough Papers.

B 4
“CoPe Mulveny, Toronto: Past end Present, (Toronto: W.RE, Caiger, 1884),
peZO?.o
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Indeoeds Bengough is not really well-knoun even in profesgional historian's circles;
only recently have hig cartoons become recognized as valusble sources for the study
of late nineteenth century Canadian Opinione.

In facly; today's historians havé only begun to pick up where chroniclers;
pamphleters, editors and biographers at the turn of the century left offe For

exanples Lieutenant Colonel J.FP. Macpherson's Life of <the Rt. Hon. 3ir John A.

Mecdonold (1891), and William Buckingham's and George Ross' joint biography of

Aexander Mackenzie, The Hon, Alexander Mackenzic: His Life and Times (1892),

meke use of Bengough's poetic and critical commentaries, giving special promi-

nenrce %o Bengough's eulogisgtic verss. BRoss and Buckinghan ~ffectively conclude
their expogition in the chapter, "Tributes to his Memories" with the Grip poem
of April 23, 1852,

Discovered agein by the historians of the fifties,; Bengough's cartoons
provided illustrative examples for perhsps the greatest and most definitive

bilography of Macdonald's later years; Donald Creighton's, John A. Macdonald: The

014 Chieftan (1955). Following (not unexpectedly) in Creighton's footstepss later

biographers of Canada's first prime minister, those writing for both the special-

ized and popular markets, including E.Cs Guillets; Youfll Never Die John A: (1967)

Lo Newman, The Jobhn A. ¥acdonald Album (1974), end Donald Swainson's John Ao

Macdonald: The Man and the Politician {(1971), have all made extensive use of

Bengough's commentaries. And, perhaps fittingly, the second of Mackenzie's
biographers (there have been only two to date), Dale Thomson, illustrated his

book, Alexander Mackenzie Clear Grit (1960); almost exclusively with Bengough's

cartoons and poems.
In the laght decade, perhaps spurred on by the impetus of the realization
of one hundred years of nationhood; illustrative or analytical exampleg of the

use of Bengough's cartoong and comments to describe Canada's past has increased,



goide the biographies using his cartoong have come specislized topical

worksg including G.F. Stanley's "1870's", in J.M.S. Carelesg and R.C. Brown eds.;

.

The Canadians 1867-1967 (1967), and popular works in the "Canadian Centennial

Librery Series" including such books as William Kilbourn's The Melking of a Nation

(1965) , Fany authors; writing texts for use both in secondary schoolsg and

universities including J.S. Moir and R.EB. Seunder, Horthern Destiny (1970), and

Peter Waite, in the "Canadian Centary Series", Canada 1874-1896: Arduous Desbiny

(1971) s have seen fit to include many Bengough cartoons and caricabures to

illvstrate the contemporary view of Canada's past. Iven specialized works such

as Michael Bliss' study of the Canadian business community, A Living Profit (1974),
)
utilizes Bengough's cartoons ae& illustrations of past public opiﬁionE fnd, this
small but growing professional and even populsr recognition is perhaps best
A

exemplified by the relesse of & new end abridged edition of Bengough's A Car-

icature History of Canadian Politics; juct thia past year.

But, although general awareness of Bengough has grown, especially anong
interested Canadiang after theAcentennial year; Canadisn historical monographs
on the 1ife, the thought or the effect of this man are surprisingly absent. In
fact, only one scholarly article has been attempted, that by D.R. Keys, entitled
"Bengough and Carlyle", as long ago as 1932; not long after Bengough's death.
This lack of analytical_interest, in & man who has been so widely used by
historians as illustrator of past Canadian public opiniﬁn, is indeed surprising.

Surely, it is & wonder that the essential Bengough has been ignored.
Nothing to dote hag beén written gbout the maﬁ: who he was, what he did, vhat
and why he thought and acted as he did, and what effect he had on his time. True,
his cartoons have been used by historians to illustrate contemporary vieus of
past evenitg, bul these same historians have never discussed those attitudes and
ideas which shaped the nature of Bengough's commentery. Certeinly a man who has

left such a valuable legacy of social criticism and political commentary,

.
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a man whom his peerg recognized as an effective moral aund persuasive social and
political force; a man whose work present day historiens and biogr&pheré'use to
ldentify and illustrate their interpretations of the past, should himself bhe
studied and the basic tenets of his gocial thought examined, not only for what
that would tell about Bengough; but also for what it would illuminate about the
society that spawned and nurtured him.

The pufpose of this fhesis is to £ill that gap.

I must here offer my appreciation to a number of people without whose
help I could never have written this account of J. W. Bengough. Special and
heartfelt thanks goes to Dre Ae Re Allen; my thesis supervisor,; whose ingight
and excellent eriticism oftén directed me back to the hard road of reality from
my wanderings in the swamps and muds of generality and possibility. Also, the
staff of the Mills Memorial Library Archives were most helpful, allowing me to
poke about a% my will, and pubtting up with my most ludicrous demands. Special
acknovledgement must, as well, go to many of my fellow graduate students whose
interest in this project provided me with leads on source material, especially
Jim Stein who kindly allowed me to read his theéis research notes. 4And, to
my wife, who willingly gave up her summer to help type various drafts of this

thesisy I of course can only say "thanks",
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CHAPTER I

ARTIST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

John Wilson Bengough was Canada’s greatest political cartoonist . He
wag also one of the most oubtspoken and comprehenaivé Protegtant social critics
of hig time. The first is well~knoun in some circles, if not now among the
general publics the latter is generally unrscognized. For almost two gener—
ationg, as cartoonist, poet, journalist and lecturer, he not only impaled
pol}tici&ns on a8 finely poimbted wit that now illustrates histories of the tine,
but, with a moral earnestness that underlay even his most humourcus "hits",
exposed s broad range of social and economic migconcepbicn and malpractice
against the background of a consistently worked out Protestant social ethic.

Contemporaries were quite aware of Bengough's power and impact. They

noted that his poems and cartoons "made him known from one end of Cenada to the

other and far bezyond.a"'l The editor of the Canadian Kethodist Magazine observed

thet "the humourous sketches of no other artist have been so largely reproduced

in the Review of Reviews and in journals of Great Britain or the United States;

ag hise"2 The Yew York Herald called him "the greatest cartoonist living on
3

this side of the continent",” while the Sydney Herald described him ag'smongst

the legding newspapsr asrtists of the English spesaking worldo"4

1EoSo Carswell, Csnadian Singers and Their Songs, (Toronto: McClelland
and Stewart Ltda; 1925)9 pe-227o

2Reve WeHo, Withrow, "An Artist of Righteousness", Biography and Autobiograpliy,
Bengough Papers; Vole. VII; Mills Memorial Libraery, MclMagster University, Hamillone.

o]
“New York Herald,; as cited in D.R. Keys, "Bengough and Carlyle"; The
University of Toronto Quarterly 2 (June 1932): p.53.

4Sydnz‘:y Morning Herald, May 3, 1909,
1




2
Tn his prime; he was 8 political force to be reckoned withe Hector

Charlesworth, raconbeur and author; noted thal "it was admitted that Bengough
hed contributed much to the Reform vichory [in the election of 187§j by his
cartoonse“s Similarly, another commentator stated that "it is confesged on all
hands that the Certoons contributed to the Daily Globe by Mr. J.W. Bengough
during the cempaign of 1896 did more to win the victory for the Liberal Party
than any other single srgumentative forcee"é Some would describe his impact
- ag e healthy political and moral influence“7 and approving Protestants celled
him an "artist of righteousness";g while others who appreciated his satirical
comments on the fads and fancies of the time, complimented Bengough by comparing
him to Edward Leach,; the great British cartoonist, and the title '"the Canadian
Leach"9 vag often applied to him; Either way, he "held a unique position in
Canadian Jjournalistic and political life“,TO which reveals nol only an intri-
guing personality and the practice and the values of an age, but alsos as yel
Jittle studied dimensions of the interconnections of religious and social thought

of the late nineteenth century.

5He Charlesworth, Thes Canadian Scene: Sketches: Political and Historical,
(Toronto: The Macmillan Co. of Canada Ltde; 1927), pe128.

6Cartoons of the Campaign - 1900, (Toronto: The Poole Publishing Coe., 1900).

7H0Je lorgan, eds, The Canadiasn Men and Women of the Time; 2nd ede,
(Toronto: William Briggss 1912)s ppe 90-971.

SRGVe WeHe Withrow, "An Artist of Righteousness', Biography and Aubobiography,
Bengough Papers; Vol.VII.

9Keys, "Bengough snd Carlyle''; po5he

1OChe.rlesworth, The Canadian Scene; p.125.




3
John Wilson Benpgough wes born to immigrant parents in Toronto on April
7s 18517, His father, John Bengough of St. Andrew's Scotland; had recently
arrived and found & growing, coniident, and hustling Cluyo11 Torontoe had come
& long way from the "Muddy York" of the early 19th century. No longer could it
be degeribed as "one of the vilest hypochondriac places on the face of the

12 - < . . . .
earth", ~ and indeed, visiltors were impressed with its elegant streets and

spacious, ordered, and prosperous appearance. So faken with his visit to Toronto

was the editor of the Buffelio Commercial Advertiser, that he firmly stated,
u13

"Buffalo; cennot 'make a show' alongside of Toronto.

The dynanmic, confident aurs of Toronto wag indicative of the mood of

hopeful optimism generally prevelent in the province. Nearby Uhl tbys as lak

port and commercial centre was, at mid-century a serious rival to Toronto,

gsoon after the birth of Joln Jr., John Bengough, "an expert cabineb and stoir
e 2 he SRR T | 15 e Nal - [ e K P P - ~de = n T
pullder? s moved hig family to that bugy town to talies edvantage of the many
0
1

new jobs opening up there. John Bengough was one of the many skilled craftsmen
AJ

dravn to the town by the opportunities created in the-congtruection of Sheriff

Reynold's grandiose residence, Trafalgar Castle, and he remained when the project

va.g completed,; opening up a2 small shop in a town vhich seemed assured of a

progperous future.

1'His nother was Margaret Wilson of Bejlieboro Cavan; Ireland.

1£J@ Svelt,; Urban Develovment in South-Central Ontario, (Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart Lbdes 1972)5 pe9%ke

13& H. Pearson, Recollections and Records of Toronto of 01d, (Toronto:
William Briggs, 1914)s pe159.

14°pelb, Urban Development, Del135.

75T Bengough, "Life and Work of J.W. Bengough, Canada's Cartoonigt!,
Bengough Pmper - biographical and descripbive material.

14 and



4

John Wilzon Bengough's early 1life was nct oub of the ordinary for the
gon of & successful artissne. He wag one of gix children916 the otherg being
Georges an older brother, Thomes -~ who became reporter to the Canadian Senate,
Jamess William, and a gigshter Mary.

The Beﬁgough family was neithef very rich nor very poor,; living in a
one and & half story frame house on one acre of land and owning one cow and
one pigs; the both of which were calculated in 1871 at & value of twentyufive
dollars. The Bengoughs acknowledged the value of education, and sll their
children attended the Whitby Grammaer School where Joha Jr. won no special
notice; being '‘meither a plodder nor a brilliant scholar"e17
- However mundane his academic career msy have been, one incident which

foreshadowed Bengough's future vocation indicates that his artistic talent,

evén al an early age, did not go unobserved, The story goes that the village

Jaks

gchoolmaster noticed the youngster's talent and one "Chrisgtmas dey this pedagog
greatly surprised our [ﬁhe Bengougé}family by stopping in front of our house
and leaving for my brothser [ﬁohn Wilson Bengougé] a beautiful box of paintse"18
Bengough, in his "Recollectiong" recalled this incident as instrumental in

influencing his later choice of a carseer, though many another given a box of

16Information contained in the Canadian census does not substantiate
the family listing found in Roberts and Tunnell eds., & Standard Dictionsry
of Cenadian Biogravhy: The Canadian Who Was Who, ppe45~46, in which George
does not appear. The 18671 census lists five children, George, Sarah, John,
Thomas, and Mary; and the 1871 census lists George, John, Thomas, James, Mary
and William. It seems that George might have been the eldest son, for his age
in 1861 is listed as 15, and that of both parents as 40. If the Bengough's con-
formed to the pattern of marriege and childbirth discovered by Kaltz and Gagan,
George should be the first childe. This however still leaves the quegtion of
Sarah, and since she is never once mentioned in the Bengough Papers (while the
name of George Bengough appears as & portner in the firm of "Bengough Bros.'),
it seemg likely that the census teker mede a mistake in listing her ag a child.
She may, in facl, have been a relative or a servant. (P.A.O. The C@nada Manuscript
Census,; Enumeration District One ~ The Centre Ward, Town of Whitby, 1861 and 1871.)

17.6 Bengough, "Life and Work of J.W. Bengough", Bengough Paperse.

18114,



paints herdly rose to such distinction; let alone found in it the beginning of
é 1ifeworks

John Wilson Bengough grew up in a hoﬁe of religious conviections, Family
insbruction in Clristian ethics was further strengthened by his exposure to the -
local journalism of hig formative years. Ag a youngster he was a "“voracious
readér”19 and consumed the regular issues of the local newspaper. The Whitby
Gazeltte was a small weekly journal, reporting, in the main, local nesws, bub
filled with anecdotes and maxing vhich were intended to instruct readers; young
and old alike, in the mores of & moral life. In this, the Gazette continued the

course sob by its founder,; B. Robinson, who in 1871 founded the Caradisn Presby-

terian and later assisted in theeditorship of both the Dominion Presbyterisn and

Goldwin Suith's Week.
The themes these maxims continually stressed were the necegsify of hard
work,; the glory of truth, and Tthe sublimity of service:

If you would relish your food; labour for it, if you would enjoy your
reiment; pay for it before you wear it; if you would sleep soundly;
take a clear conscience to bed with YOUen

and:

Real Heroes -~ Men who succeed in removing Wents from the creation,
falgehoods from our memoryy; end disgraces from our nature; are bo
the realm of truth what the heroes of theology are to the primitive
world - they lessen the number of monsters on the earthoz1

The Gazette often iterated the didactic worth of magazines and newspapers,
singing ethical praises of the journalistic career to sn impressionable lad who
had been raiged in the melody of the Protestant ethice.

We ging the honour of the plough
And honour of the Press ~

Two noble instruments of toil
With each a power to bless.

Ybia.
2Oy mithy Cosedte, September 30, 18634

“1ipid,
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The bone ~ the nerve of this fagt age
True wealth of human kind-

One. tills the ever generous earth.
The other 1ills the mindezz

Bengough, later on in life, resteted these same themeg with reguwlerity in his
agvice to young people.
You have hands. Use them in doing deeds of kindness and generosiby.
You have feet. Use them in going on errands of chariity and helpfulnesse.
You have a head with brains. Use 1t for thinking good thoughts and .the

tongue in it for speaking words of truth and good wille. You have a body
with a heart in it. OCultivate feelings of friendship and . hhpolnessnzj

It was during his school days that Bengough developed his lifelong love
for art. Throughout hiy academic career he paid more stbeution to his sketbching
than his school work,; and indeed, he himself noted that he could not "claim o
have bheen a diligent studenﬁe”'é' Wevertheless; he won a proficiency awerd;
which; he seid, was '"more of & teshtimony to the liberal views of the examiners
on the subject of proficiencys than to his own deserts." Drawing wes a pleasant
and convenient way of passing the time or escaping from the Ledlum,of uninter-
eating lessongy; and was,; of course, & legitimatle hlghllght of the “golaen
Friday afterncon" when the strict curriculum of the week was put aside, and

the students of the country school were allowed to follow the more relaxing

. . s 25
pursuits of sgketching, voetry,; and composibion. ?

26

Upon graduating from Grammar School, Bengough "flopped about considerably!

22Ibid,, Fobe 4, 1863. These moral maxims were not peculiar to the
Whitby paper. In faclt; many newspapers carried these poignant messages. For
example, the Brampton Standard, July 30, 1857 noted: "The begt capital that
& young man can start with in his life is industry, good sense, and the Globe noted:
"Strive to do your duty and you will soon discover what stuff you are made of .
But what is your duty? To fulfill the claims of the day." (July 1, 1876).

2374, Bongough, Chalk Talks, (Tovonbo: Musson Book Gos Litdes 1922), pelShe

2
hlg’-[bid ey P 63

2 Ibid.

26Te Bengovgh, "Life and Worl: of J.W. Bengough", Bengough Papers.



)?
obtaining temporary employment as & photographer's assistant, and even attemp-
ting to study law. .However,; he did not stay long al any one occupation, and
27

eventually, his love of writing and the "mysterious charm"”™’ of the printerfs

ink led him to a job ag a type setter with the Vhitby Gazette.

While employed as a "printer's devil" in the composing room, Bengough
satisfied his desire for writing by submitting local interest stories and short
avticles; snd when editor George Ham, later of C.P.R. fame, issued a dasily
bulletin of four pages during the height of popular excitement over the Franco-
Prugsian War, he engaged Bengough to contribute a serialized novele. This
addition to the Gazette, lividly enfitled "The Murderer's bcélp“, or "The
Sﬂ;ieking Ghost of the Blogdy Dent; caused quite & popular stir, and the
gsuccegs of this venture gave added impetus to Bengough's determination to
enter the field of journalism at the elitorial level.

During his tenure with the Whitby paper; Bengough had the opportunity

to read the many exchange newspapers and magazines delivered to the Gazetie

offices, and his favourite soon became Harper's VWeekly, for it carried HNast's

cartoons. Thomag Hast, the premier American politicsl cartoonisgt of the 19th
+ 1 H] 3 1 28 - !
century, became Bengough's "beau ideal",”  and Nast's work and success con-
vinced Bengough "that there was a greal and influentisl field known as cartooning
. e g . . . 29 . . oo . . .
in conjunction with journslismeoas Of this period in his 1life Bengough writes:
I divided my time between mechanical dutisgs for sordid wages and poetry

for the good of humanity, and meanwhile I kept ean eye on Thomag Nast
the cartoonisteBO

Nast,; who "saw issues in termg of a moral crusade of aebsolute right againgt

“TBengough, Chalk Talks, pobe
28Te Bengough, "Life and Work of J.W. Bengough', Bengough Papers.

el
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. , , ; . , . . a3l
ebject wrong end trenslated hig beliefs into unequivocal, graphic statements
wos most admired by Bengounh for his cutting, ethically inspired, pictorial
portrayuw of socisl ills. Moet impressed with Nagt's deep moral convictions,
and hig damning denunciations of political graft and corruption in the famous

&
f) . kS . . ey hy A2
"Tweedy® cartoons; Bengough decided to "emulate Nast in the field of Cansdian

{
nIe
politics.

With this gosl in mind, in 1871, at the age of twenby, Bengough went o
Toronto to seek his fortune; and managed 4o secure a posiltion ag reporter for
the Globe. However, he found, to his dismay, that there wag Yat that time no
opportunity for cartoon work on the Globe, or indeed on any daily paper in

& oy £l 933 PR - LY 2 - N < -1
Catiada " To satisfy bhis artistic designs he enrolled at the Ontario School
. of Art; from which he goon withdrew, for he found the pedantic aclivivy
amoying and totally unsuitable to his restless temperament. Upon leaving
the art school; Bengough may have become resigned to forgetting his embitions
ting the critical moral graphics of Nast had he not; almost by chance,
guccessfully drawn a comic caricature of James Beatty, the editor of the

N . g g 34
Leader, that "very badly printed organ of the Conservative party." The
success of this cartoon, as expressed both in the adulation of friends and
his realization of the mechanical feasibility of lithographic printing,
inspired whalt Bengough later termed "a happy thought! -~ "Why not start a
waeekly comic paper with 1ithographed c::uc"toons‘;f’"j5 Out of this speculatiocn

came Grip, the first number of which appeared on May 24, 1873.

3109 Visson, Thomes Nagt - Political Cartoonists; (Athens Georgia:
University of Georgia Pressy; 1967),; pebe

32Charlesworth, The Canadisn Scene, pP.128.

BBJQJQ Bengough, "Recollections of a Cartoonist', Benﬂo h Papers; Vol.VII.
/

BWIbide

35benf*ourfhs Bhall Tallkss peiRe
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Grips; so ramed after the raven in Charlesg Dickens' Barnaby Rudge,
continued for twenby-cne years as a weekly journal devobed to independent
criticism of the contemporary social and political scene. The first issue
stressed this essential of independence: "Grip will be entirely independent

. . - s 37 . . cpe s
and impartial, always ard on all subjectso" The basis of Grivn'e criticism
vas algo clearly speiled out: a rebtelling of an Aesop Fable made 1t clear thatb

Grip expected honesty to be the basis of all political action. "Honegt men,
like pianc~fortes, are grand, square and uprighﬁe"BS
This morally couched impartiality was consistentiy reiterated in

the early volumes of the journal. On July 12; 1873, Grip stated: "Our cartoons
will be of the most important current topics of the day, « » . neither fearing
_nor currying favour, we intend to use the lash of ridicule in whabever
direction abuges call for it¢”39 Likewise; on September 13; 1873; under the
new editorship of "Barnaby Rudge" (J.W. Bengough), it exclaimed:

UGrip is politiéally independent and unfettered; and intends so 1o remain.

He will never be neutral where his voice may serve the right s .« oo His
cartoons he will strive to have essentially true, whatever else may be

1acking940
Grips under Bengough's direction (he contributed the Leading cartoons
and controlled the editorial policy of the magazine until August 1892), pro-
nounced itself to be politically independent, bult this political independencss
baséd on the advoeacy of ethical direction in political life, was not to be
taken as requiring Grip to desist from supporting any political party on any

given issue. On the contrary, Grip ediforialized:

6 . R .
3 Contenporaries noted that "Bengough was all his 1ife & Dickens
enthusiast," Charlesworth, The Canadian Scene, p.l27.

S

Meeip, Moy 24, 1873
Joy

Fid.

F1bid., July 12, 1873,

MO1pid,, Sept. 135 1873



10
Griv will continue %o pursve & courge of gtrict wnswerving indepsndence -
not that pseudo~independence which consisus in steeriug a middle course
exactly between the two opposing partiesy being 'on the fence' in popular
pariance; bubt by upholding that party which is in the right; on each
particular question as it arisese/1
¥

Grips, from its very inception assumed that there was alvays a clear right and
wrong in every political situation, and sew itg role as the moral referee of
political ipspues. It reserved for itself the right to judge the participants
and condemn or acguit either party at its digcretion.

This politicel impeartiality and the self-appointed role cof moral judge
of the social and political process was the singuler feature of Grip throughout
the period of its existence. I% was'a period when Canadian newspapers vere
beéﬁnning»tovshake free of political pertisanship, with new popuvlar papers

like the Montreal Star and the Toronto Telerram soon to make their appearance.

Grip had all the conviction of the older press and all the independence of the
newve .

Although Peter Weite, Canadian historian and author, éhaiges that
Grip's 'sympathies were clearly for the many causes that the Liberal partiy
espoused"42 and Hector Charlesworth in higs caustic biographical skebch of

Bengough in The Canadian Scens notes that Bengough "shared the views of the

Brown School of Reformers that "John A.M was‘the root of all evil and the
Tories incorrigibly perverse and wicked"AB, careful andlysis of both the
cartoon and.editorial content of Grip indicates that thegs criticisms missed
the point., Although Bengough did indeed repeatedly berate ‘Sir dohn A.! and

the Congervative party (and not because they didn't deserve it), his criticisa

A 1bid., July 26, 1873,

LR X . . : . .

Y*P.Bs Waite, "Sir Oliver lMowet's Canada: Reflections on an Un~Victorien
Society', in D. Swainson,; ed., Qliver Mowat's Ontario, (Toronto: Macmillan of
Canada, 1972); peR9e

43 (sl e suor anadian S 28
Charlesvorth, The. Canadian Scenss p.128.
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wag always based on the ethical gtsndards by which he messured political issuess
When the Liberal party, or individuel members of that party transgressed the
lines of politicel honesty, they did not go un-noticed., As Bengough himself
put 1t:

A uppoae it is inevitable that some bias in favour of Liberal principles

muet have been manifest, becauge all ny personzal insticts were then, ag

they still are,; in a democratic direction ¢»« I was nob blind to the

shortcomings of the Liberal psrty however, and took & gpecial pleasgure

in lampooning the Liberals if they gave me a chanceeAI

..{.
Gripte political commentary did indeed follow the ethical lines of

politicel honesty thet Bengough demanded, and both political parties came In

for their shsre of criticieme. Sir John A. Macdonald was castigated in both

sketch and verse for his political "faux pagh,

~

There vas , Premier named John A

) Who; wi 1i ng in cffice to stey,
To one A‘Lﬂa did barter a great railuay cnarier -
And dated his ruin from that daye45

However, even those men whom Bengough kuew and admired came in for
their share of criticism when they seemed to gtray from the Pgtraight and
narrowte George Brown's abrupt loss of reforming fervor upon ascengion to
power wag insightfully and caustically noted:

There was an old Humbug, and what do you think,
The Glebe which he ran gave him victuals and drink;
Now that Government pap forms part of his diet,
This rav1ng Reformer is rather more Gutho/6

+

The statements of Grip's impartiality received little support from
the Conservative party. In a speech before the House of Commons, Charles

Tupper once remerked that the last letter in the journal's name ghould he

changed to a "t", All criticism did not come from the Conservatives

44Bcngough, "Recollectliong of a Cartoonist',; Bengough Papersy; Vol.VIL.

45{\ C * e34 ‘
1Dy Jane 109 1874
46
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however - Ldward Blake, wvhen leader of the Liberal party, incensed at a
rarticularly caustic cartoon., "went so far as to order hig paper Stoppedo"47
This criticiom coming as it did from both sides of the political spectrum,
vindicates Irincipal George Grent's analysis of Grip and the ethical basis of
its commentary. "Grip"g-he wrotes:
ile inmpartial in a counbry where it is very hard to bg impartial, and
herder s(ill to have your impartiality acknowledged. Grip is slgo

patriotic « » » o He is scrupulously clean. He never sneers. In
the best sense of the word,; he is religiousezg
1O

Grip mede its success on the lssues of the day. ZErnst Kris, art

higstorian and past director of child psychiatry at Yale University, in his

book Pgychosnalytic Exnlorations in Art, srgues that “the comie, in its

n49

tendentipus forms camnot really find a mark where indifference prevails.
The period 1870 to 1890 weg one in which political issues were the entertain-
menvs; the business, and the focus of the day, and neuspaspers were the locus of
passionate attention. "What else was there to break the daily round and take
men briefly outside themselves and the little world they moved in, bub nevg-
papers and politics?n50 It wag impossible for anyone with an awareness of
events in Canada to be indifferent about politics. Grip, for its party rode

to popularity on the grestest political issue of the day -~ the "Pacific

Scandall,

Grip's first fev issues received no great notice, and not until the

runors of political corruption in high places became the full-blowun spectacle

47T, Bengough, "Life and Work of JoW. Bengough',; Bemgough Pepsrs.

Z‘“'S(}eox‘ge Grants preface to A Caricature Hisborv of Canadian Pelitics,
JoWe Bengoughs edey; (Toronto: The Crip Publishing Coes 1866); DeBe

'49Eo Kris, Psychoanalytic Ixplorstions in Art, (New York: Internationsl -
Universities Press Inces; 1952); po185e

5

Owaite, "Reflections on an Un-Victorian Socielty!,; peRba



13
of the "Pecific Scandal" was the success of Grip as sured., Bengough candidly
acknowledged the fortunste timing of events:

There wag no great public furore ovsr the initial number end it is hard
to say what might have been but for, [9L67 the sudden occurrence of s

great political sensation which is now xnowvm in higtory as the "Pacific
Scandall
) 51

Bengough's cartooning, aided to no small degree by the‘remarkable easge with
which 'Sir John As'g! features lent themselves to caricature, castigating
the political principles of the prime minighter and party alike, caught the
public eye and the public interest, snd Bengough's caresr as a major public

52

moral critic was launched.

The election of 1872 wms a crucial one for the Conservative party.
Faced with the liabilities of its record --— the Riel question, the discontent
of the Maritime Provincesg, and the failure to obtain any real concesgionsg in
the Troaty of Vaphington, zlectoral defest seemed more than a mere posgibility.
The Tory party fought = hard campeign, & campaign in which money was freely
gpent, subgtantial smounts of which were donated to Macdonald by Hugh Allan,
the Montreal business magnate who immediately aflter the Conservative victory
became the pregident of the new Canadian Pacific Railway Company. The leaking
of the Macdonald - Allan correspondence, and. the ensuing allegations of
bribery and political corvugulon, made even the more vocal by Macdonald's

seeming attenpts to avoid the question altogether; created the great controversy

vhich eventually led to his resignation and the ensuing victory of the Liberal

party.

1Dc:ngouuh, Chalk Telks, pel3.

?"The weekly issues of the youthful edilor were poorly received at
11r9t; but the terrllJc treatment which he administered to the "lPacific Scandal®
soon made him famous. <CoGnDe Roberts and A.L. Tunnell, eds., A Standard
Dictionary of Cenedian Biogranhy: The Canadian iho Vag Who, Vel.T. (loronr,o°
Trans—-Cenade Prosg, 1934)3 Delbe )




éengough's great noral fervour, graphically traﬁsl&ted in%o cari-
cature; presented a striking indicltment of Macdonald and his political
tactics. The fact that Mecdonsld seemed to have dishonestly atteined
office; and the delayé he created in the invesligation of the "Scandall,
provided the fuel for Bengough's moral fire,

Bengough saw the issue in absolute moral termg. Macdonald and
Mlsn were villains, the Grits who had exposed the nefarious scheme were
the heroes of the hour:

Horrible Pacific Scandall Base Sir Hogh! Corrupt Sir Jolmn! Worthy-
Honest-Great lclullen! Purest-motivated Huntingdoni53

The impscl of Bengough's cartoons was immediate and widespread,
The Grip cartoon of August 23, 1873; entitled "The Beauties of a Royal
Commissions When shall we three meet agein?" (gsee Cartoon 1) wes des—
eribed in detail in newspsapers throughout the country. Tne Toronio Gloks
commentad: .

Altogether it is a very clever piece of drawing. The sting lies

in ibs bruth. Judge; progecutor; and culprit all in one. 4 good

jest indeed! Why chould we not all 1augh?54

The recognition of Bengough's graphic critigue wenlt right to the

floor of the Hougse. LeS. Huntington, who had instigated the demands for
the inguiry into Mecdonald's actions vwhich launched the "Pacific Scandal",
in a speech to the house in late October of 1873, emphasized the essential
truth vhich Bengough had so strikingly poritrayed:

Thoge excellent men -~ the Commissioners ~- thoge impsrtial men whose

duty it wvasg to save the honor of the Government ~- were well awsre of

having a part to play in thalt celebrated cartoon, in which the Right

Hone., the Prime Minister, was represented as being on the bench, in

the dock; and prosecuting the criminal. It was called “When shall we

three meet agein?' Oh! what a hangdog look had that criminal in the
dock (laughter) How sage, wise, dispassionate, and blind was the

53y

LB

Auge 30, 1873,

54g;ggg; "Serapbook's wndated clipping, Bengough Papers; Vol.XIVe
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16

judge on the bench; and what a flippant, spruce, determined, plucky, and
regsolute sppearsnce had the fellow who, as Attorney-General; wes prose-
cuting the prisoner. (great lsughter) This is scarcely a caricature,
but is really a living representation of what actually took placee55

Criticism of Mocdonsld's moral principles wés novhere more striking
then in the Grip car%oon of August 16, 1873 —~~ "Whither are we DriftingV.
"John A." is pictured tramping on the figure of virtue, Canada, end on the
basgis of that virtue, the Holy Bible. As he ridey roughshod over truth and
morality he cries; "these hands sre clean', vhile plainly written on his
left palm is the dsuning evidence of the infamous telegram, Y"send me another
$10,000,"

his singls cartoon (see cartoon 2) sums up Bengough's approach to

=

=

thé igsgue of the scendal. He wag not motivated by perty loyalties. IHe was

driven to criticize by his tobal acceptance of the idea of the necesgity of

moral values in politics; a point of view which caused him Lo view igsvas i

terms of absolute rights or wrongse Bengough could give no qua;ter to Johun

A; Mecdonald, 7TS8ir John A.' had committed a grave error; an erfor not of a

political, but of a moral nature. This was the type of error that could not
be ignored.

Bengough's ethical appreach tb political issues came at a time when
politics in Canade wus based on tactics of deceit, patronage, and influence
peddling, when “an honést politician, in the cyniciocm of the times, wes oane
who stayed boughte"56 There was, as Wailte says, "mothing to choose between
Conservatives or Liberals,; egually hungry, egually vicilous, and equally

nry
) squalide”)/ Flagrant misbehaviour of public figures was common and widely

55
Grip, Nove 1, 1873,

56J'.,H° Gray, Egggg; (Toronto: Macmillan of Canade, 1972)y pol74e

57P¢Bo Waite, Canada 1§74~1896: Ardnous Destiny, The Cenadian Centensry
Serics, (Toronto: HeClelland end SCewart 14las 1971)s Desba
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18
accepted. Even the electoral process was corrupt,; and attempﬂs to change it
vere viewed with suspicion by politicaunse George Browny in a letter to
Alexander Mackenzie,; complained that the introduction of the secret ballot had
lesgsened the chances of a Grit victory,; for now a voter could cast hig vobte in
private. No longer could the party be certain of the votes it bought.

The ballot has stripped us of the moral controul [Ei;]we had over

electors and has I fear inaugurated a Jowvr form of political warfare
than beL01ee,8

©

s

The sordid reality of political manceuvering came under fire from
Bengough's pen. In poetry, prose and sketch he argued that the mores of
political 1ife should follow the ethical sirictures of Christisnity. Oniy
when politicians accepied Christian morality could the counbry prosper and
ETows

So long ap we have men amongsb ug of clean hands and pure hearbs —- men

vho belleve in the God of Nature and are not aghamed or afraid to acknow-
ledge His laws as the rule of their political action ~- Canada is ua¢ee5
7

This point of view was a1so shared by one of his well-known friends, Principal
Grant of Queen's University, who noted that "public policy should be honest,
just and in acecordsnce with the will and purpose of Gode"éo
However, it wag not only the office holders that Bengough and Grant
addressed their megsage ﬁoo It wvas to the electorate as a wholeo‘ Grant
erated this direction.when he stated that "the tone of political life is

not high, and recent revelations show that there is a wide-spread corruption

in the electorateo"61 Bengough; in the medium of the pen, with his moral

58P A.Coy Alexander Mackenzle Paperss Browm to Mackenzie, Nove 13, 1875,
cited in Waite, Arduous Destinv, P.R4e

*Prip, den. 23, 1886,

6OG9 Grant,‘As cited in Grant and Hemilton, George Munroe Grant, (Toronto:
Moreng and Coe Ltdes 1905),; po351. )

6169 Grants "The Religious Condition of Cansadal, Quem i\'s Quarterly. 1
(April 1894)% pe319. -




condemnation of Macdonald's actions, sought not merely to expose politicsl
corruptions; but to Leach a moral legson to everyone who would look at his
drawingse
Bengough's moral commentaries did not begin and end with destructive
criticisme. He upheld; as Grip had promised,; those men or that party which
followed the mores of virtuous pol ical actione For Alexander Msckenzie,
that "dour and righteous Scob, quick and confident in debate and of angular
”(3 1 . TR ~
honesty Bengough had a great admiration. Bengough's admiration for
Meckenzie avose from Meckenzie's ethical conduct in political affairs. Upon
Feckenzie's victory in the 1878 election, Bengough portrayed him as an up-
right mason, and caricatured him as a virtuous politician embodying the spiritual
velues of the honest workingmen (see cartoon 3). Through his hard honegt work,
Mackengie followed. the ordinence of God, and thus took on the shining moral
character cf an honest politician and true statesmen. ‘
He was a Christian of that old time sort ~- '
Unfashionable now and growing rare - |
Who knew no sacred barr's from secular, |
But worshipped God by doing honest work!

Whether with mason's tools as asrtisan
Or in high place of stat3664

62The condemnation of government corruption was to become a common theme
in the rhetoric of reform. The "reform mayors' of Toronto, Howland and Oliver,
rode into office on promises of weeding out municipal corruption. The more
militant labour movezent for whom the labor Advocate apoke.regarded "both parties
ags wtterly corrupt end bent only on the retention or acguirement of power" (Labor
Advocate, Jan. 23; 1891). HOwever, the Advocate mistakenly noted that the
TDominion Government is corrupt and nobody particularly cares". When that line
vas written; the government mey indeed still have been corrupt, but Bengough had
been waging a graphic canmpaign against political corruption for some twenty years.

63W9Le Vorton, The Kingdom of Cenada, (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Lid.,
1972) 5 pe34b.

Shorip, April 23, 1892. ‘
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.3~ THE PREMIER'S MODEL:

OR, “IMPLEMENTS TO THOSE WHO CAN USE THEM." :
Cavapa—"“WELL AND BRAVELY DONE, MACKENZIE; NOW STAND BY THAT POLICY, AND I'M WITH YOU ALWAYS!"
Grin, Hovember 29, 1873.
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Mackengiefs policies were good, for Mackenzie himself vasg good; honest, justh,
hardworking; and on als death, April 17, 1882, Bengough venned the following
lineg of highesgt tribute.

His amplest service to the land was this -

Boyond, above the toils he undertook;

Ind those he finished -- be not one forgotb!

He gave the world an answer in his life

Te that gnug lie of this degenerate ege =

"An honest Politicisn cannot bee"65

Bengough'ps impartisl moral criticism extended beyond the political
arenay and he commented on the most emolionally charged social issues of the
day. His ven graphically denouwnced bigolbry and dogmatism sg it appeared in
the tense arena of religious animosily.

MAthough he congidered himself a Protestant, Bengough was not a doc-
trinally bound follower of a pariticular church or sect. He advocated religicus
toleration and personsl fresdon Lrom.qogmltjc authority. Bengough argued for
the liberal concevt of the separation of church and stete, snd himself wag "s

66 )
Presbyterian who felt equally at home with all churches.! Ag such; he
plunged into the thorny debates on the church-~oriented issues of the 1870'sg,
and first mede his plea for toleration and civil liberties in his cartoon
comments on the celebrated Guibord case.

Hineteenth century Ontario was permeated by the ideas of the Orange

L 67 . . R s — .
order. Ontarisng, in the main, English, rural and Protestant, had little
uge for the Romsn Catholic religion with its ultramontane foatures asnd its

obv1ouq French support; and religious animosity was further intensified by

complementary cleavages along racial lines. The Romen Catholic position was

®S6rip, April 30, 1892.

66Morgan, Man and Women,; pp.90-91.

7, .

For a good general discussion of this topic see Hereusrd Senior;
"Orangeism in Ontario Politics, 18721896, in Donald Sweinson, ed., Qliver
Mowatl!s Ontarice :
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no legs gtrident. When the "Orange Order Incorporatiion Bill" wag being debated
before parliament, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Hamilbon; John Farrell, wrote

I # i # 7
Macdonald threatening: "unless bha® incorporation bill is kicked out of the

g1
Dominion Perlisment, as it should be; you will not have g Catholic supporter of
. . 68 . . A o ;
your administration," It was in this milieu of religious intolerance and
animogity, that Bengough made his appeals for toleration, brotherhood; and unity.
Bengough; basing his statements in his oun éthics; argued that all cr geds
and racial groups should have egual rights before civil laws Conseguently; no
one religious or racial group could dictate to the state. This applied to any
group whether Jrish and Protestant, or French and Romen Catholic. The first
grathic statement of this view came in Bengough's comments on the Guibord case.
The open uarfére in Queber bebween the Roman Catholic Church on the
one hand; and the liberal idealism of the middle nineteenth century on the
other; le @ to the founding of a radical volitical movomernt, the members of
which became knoun &g the Rouges. Conflict between the Rouges and the Church
wés intensified when the Bishop of Montreal attempted to suppress thé olubg =
Tnstituts Cenadiens -- which were the locus of the movement. In 1869, the
Institutes were banned, & decision upheld by the Vatican Council of 1870 One
example of the fighting between the two was well illustrated in the case of
Joseph Guibord.
Guibord wag s member of the Institute, and on his ~death, the Church
ingisted that he be given a civil burial; thereby forbidding his interment in
the consecrated ground of a Roman Catholic cemetry. However,; legal action

aiming at & reversl of the Churchfs decision resulted in a Privy Council judgment

of May 6, 1870, in which the Church was ordered Lo inter Guibord in consecrated

68Hu Senior, "Orangeism in Onterio Politics, 1872-1896", p.138,




ground and pay the court and funeral costs. The first attempt Lo bury Guibord
on September 2; 1875; 1n accordance with the court order was interrupted by
crowds who would not let the interment take pleces
At this point; Bengough invoked the full fury of his pen. Baging
hig argunent on ths supremacy of the state and the necessity of obedience to
a‘civil law which treats all persons equally regardless of religious creed,
Bengough jumped into the emotionel battle with his carboon {see cartoon 4)
HCivil Law Must Triumph'". Queen Victoria is pictured as ordering the Church
to "Open the gate" of the cemetery., Isonomic civil law, not dogmatic eccle=
siagtical doctrine, must be the ruling basis of society069 —
Bengough's criticism was not a religicusgly bigoted attack on the
Roman Catholic Church,; but a criticism which spréng out of an ethical conviction
irrespective of definite relisious affilistion. This same ethical conviction
wag invoked in October of 1875 when Bengough illustrated the right of the Roman

Church to hold its religious processiong without fear of Orange Protestant

interruption.

The Crip cartoon (see cartoon 5) of October ninth; "Guibordism

Reverged —- Civil Law Must Triuwmph', criticizes from the sasme ethical hasis

of the necessity of a protective isonomic civil law. "Justice', holding the
Yaword of c¢ivil law" is defending the religious freedoms of the Roman Church

from the rabid threats of the Orange Order. Archbishop Iynch, & vocal supporter

69Not until November 16 of the same year, and only with the personal
intervention of Lord Dufferin was the re~interment carried out in peace. Although
the case appeared to regult in victory for the state, the last say went to the
Church, when the bighop de-congecrated the particular piece of earth where Guibord's
body lay.
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of the ultramontene posiﬁion iﬁ therGuibord caSe; is illustrated as realizing the
value of state directed civil law, saying: "this Doctrine of the state protecting
the civil fights of citizens from "Religious lobsg" ig not so bad affer allit
Bengough did not "take sides" on religious grounds, but advocated the

freedom of creeds wnder the gtate direction of an eguiteble civil law. Though

a Protestant himzself he was not a defender of narrow religiosity,; nor wes he a
critic of all that was not Protestante Even to those whom he on occasicn criti-
eized he gave credit when he felt credit was due« Archbishop lynch; Archbishop
of Toronto; wag; in the Guibord case, severely cagtigated by Bengough's pens
However; Bengough algo realized the spiritusl and social contributions of the‘
many contributions which cut across denominational boundaries, and on the

occasion of Iynch's death, he penned the following liness

And we, not of his fold.

We too, have known his kindly Irish heart,
And in his people's sorrow claim & part,
As when his praise is tolda70

Bengough deplored religious conflict and hoped for a unity of purpose
anongst differing religious denominations. He advocabed a brotherhood of
churches based not on a dogmatic creed,; but on the bond of fellowship in the
COmMon Goés Poetically, he put it this way:

"Peace', seys one above the clamor
"isten children to my word

He who takes the sword of battle
He shall perish by the sword » » »

God is love! 1In peace together
Live as children loved by ne
Green and Orarge blend together
In a wealth of charitye.

Let the dead past bury its dead

If ye love me keep my laws;

Fire and sword and words of hatred
Never once advanced my CAUSE o

7OJGWG Bengough, "Archbishop Lynch', in Motley: Verseg Grave and Gay,
(Toronto: William Briggs, 1895); pe56.

Morip, Auge 4y 1877,
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The hrotherhood of men under the acceptance of the common Gods the
supremacy of a tolerant civil law respecting and guaranteeing the rights of
all creeds, end the protection of religious freedoms were the nessages Bengough
~artistically presented. These were both the principles which he balieved in,
and the precepbs which he attempted to teach,

The cagse of religious toleration was; in Bengough's eyes; not only an
inter~church issue, but one which applied to the interpretation of doctrine
within each church itself. Novhere®@s this argument more forcefully put thon’
in his critical comments on the Macdonnell case of Septewber 1875 to May 1877
a cage which received widespread attention in both thé gecwlar and religious
press, and which threatened to destroy the. very fabric of the ne? v constructéd
union of the Fresgbyterisn churches.

The Macdonnell controversy commenced innocently enough, when on

September 26, 1875, the Reverend D, J. Macdommell of St. Andrew's Preé%yteri&n'

Church in Torouto delivefed & germon in which he volced doubts on the doctrine
of unconditional and conscicus eternity of punishment for all those who died
impenitent; as it was stated in the "Westminster>00nfession of Faith,"
Macdonnell determined that he himgelf might preach a hope of future pardon,; for
the Westminster Confesgion was no guarantee of a true interpretation of gerip-
tures "what God may do héreafter, is apparently not améng the things revesled

or intended to be known.,"'?2

He wasg charged with preaching doctrine at variance with the Confession,
and a specisl invegtigeting committee of the Toronto Pregbytery recommended
that unless he recant his views he should be expelled from the Presbyterien

minigtry. Macdonnell wveplied in a gstatement of recantation, but still upheld

what he felt to be his right, to interpret scripture free from dogmatic stricture.

720hristian Guerdian, May 2, 1876.




In regard to the Fiernity of Tuture Punishment, I have arrived at no
conclusion ab varisnce with the deoctrine of the Church. I do not
conceal that 1 have difficulties or perplexzities on the subject; but

T adhere to the feaching of the Confessgion of Faith in reference to it,
expreased as it 1s, alwost entirely in the language of the scripturea73

The Presbytery was not satisfied; the offending phrase "expressed
ag it is slmost entirely in the language of the sceripture" heing taken to

.

imply the invalidity of

e

he Confessione. The issue dragged out wntil 2 com-
promnise solution was worked out at the Synod level in May of 1877

This essentially internal church conflict had an audience and efflect

far beyond the boundaries of the church wallg, The Christian Guardian spoke

for the popular inbtercest in the cace vhen it editorialized:

The Protestant Churches all cccupy similar positions, and aim at simi-

lar cbjects. Anything. therefore which disturbs one interests all the

rests We cannot albtogether feel that this is = matter which concerns

only Preshbyberisns. The great interest which the public have taken in

the cage shows that this is not 50074

The question was not the validity of Macdonnell's statement, but the

issue of doctrinal obedience. Was the minister of the church (and then, by
extension, possibly the members and adherents) bound by church dogms when
his conscience dictated otherwise? The whole foundation of Canadien Protestan~

tism seemed to be at gtake.

The Cenadian Baptist showed no sympathy for Macdommell, arguing that

it was impossible for a Presbyterian minister to deny the Confession's teachings
and gtill remain a Presbyterian minister. "Haé a man a rigﬁt to engape ag a
servant, pocket the wages of his employer, and at the same time sct contrary to
his orders in respect to the very work he was engaged to do?" it asked.

Uivery Pregbyterian minister is required to give an unqualified adhesion to

-
the Westmineber Confession of Faithe! '’

740hriﬂtian Guardian, My 10, 1876,

5 N -
75 capadion. Bantigt, June 29, 1876,

o v
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The Chrigtian Guerdian, although acknowledging the virtue of Macdonnell's

position and the necessity for periodic revision of doctrine; nevertheless cone
cluded that "it is for the authorities of the church to meke the revision; and
not for each individual to omit what he pleases°"76 Even the Globe although it
professed to be "predisposed to take a favourable view of Mrs Macdonnell and his
position®y could not understand why he wouldn't recant in full, and upheld the

p
action of the Presbytery.

Support for Macdommell was not extensive, but was advocated on two
grounds: the ability of the minister involved, and the necessity for open-
minded discussion of doctrine in the Church. George Grant, in & Jlebter to the
avbhoress Agnes Machsr, noted that even though he did not agree with Macdonnell,

and thought hig actions indiscreet and ill-advised, would, if the malter went

into the church courts "beck him through and through." "Heis too honest!"; Grant
o

T U1

urote, "too able, too noble a fellow to have a hair of his head harmed by foolse
Bengough, arguing from his position of the necessity for religious
tolerance; cagtigated the Toronto Presbytery for its condemnation of Macdonnell.
In a Grip cartoon, November 20, 1875, the Toronto Presbytery is pictured in papal
habit defending the infallibility of its doctrine. The utter ludicrousness of
the stand is further emphasized by the»presence of Archbigshop Lynch who waves a
Vaticen Decree and solemnly declares, "this is infallible too." The Globe is
portrayed ag a blind George Brown who cannot see the dogmaﬁic shackleg which
chain the view that individual freedom to search for divine truth in the Bible

is the basis of the Protsstant faith.

760hristian Guardian, May 3, 1876,

77G10b6, I‘hy 14,9 "[8760

Proaieptdeutioy

7&As cited in Grant and Hamilton, George Munroe Grant, p.153.
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16 -PROTESTANT INFALLIBILITY ;
OR, 1S THE “CONFESSION” ABOVE THE BIBLE P




Bengough's convictions, his belief 1p religious toleration and the
higher moral value of individval congcience over doctrinal statement was
the sourge of his criticism of thé church to which he belonged. His moral
views remained consistent; whether in criticism of Romanisht ultramontism,
Orange bigotry; or Presbyterian doctrinalism. Bengough maintained a. cone
sistent gtend throughout the differing religious issues, and he hoped;
through the medium of his cartooning, not only to influence the specific
cages upon which he commented, but to ingpire the public to accept ths
ideals which he himself advocated.

Bengough saW'himself as an impartial moral critic, ever ready fo

teke up the cage of the "right" no matter how unpopular thalt position might

bes. He judged the political and social issues of hig day in the forum of
journalistic criticlsm, and always from the same set of ethical standards,

based on his understending of Christian moralily. He was an advocate of
"rue liberalism' —-- "the degire to bhe fair to all creeds and to resvect th
r

rights of both the minority and the majoriﬁy“;79 and it was in this respect

that the Reverend Dr. VWithrow; editor of the Methodist Magazine, noted

Bengough was "always on the right side of every moral questionc"80

John Wilson Bengough; as Canada's premier cartoonist, retained re-
ligious principles he ibitial]y had imbibed in his youth, and utilized
‘them as the foundation of hig cericature critiques. His understanding
of politicsl evenbs in terms of'absolute rights and abject wrongs:/his
championship of the ideals of brotherhood; toleration, and freedom from

dogmatic authority, coloured his percepticn of contemporary events and

7’A M. Evang; "Oliver Mowat: Nineteenth~Century Ontario Liberal", in
De Swainson; ed.; Oliver Mowalls Ontarios, p.4b5.

80

Withrow, “"An Artist of Righteousness", Bengough Papers, Vol.VII.
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provided an unshakable foundation for his gravhic commenteries. Hig didactic
cartoons critically evaluating issues as diverse as political corruption (the
Pacific Scendal), religious intolerance (the Guibord case), and dogmatic despotism
(the Macdonnell case) stand as poignant examples of the application of his moral
principleg in his judgment of the issues of the day -- judgments thaet he would
furthef exvress not only in his cartooning bub in verse; speech, and political

activity as well.
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CHAPTER IT

THE APFEAL OF THE DIDACTIC CRITIC

tJournaligm’,; Thomas Nast, premier American cartoonist of the nine-
teenth century, wrole,; "is the criticism of the moment =t the moment, and
caricature is that criticism at once simplified and intensified by a plastic
1orma,1 John VWilson Bengough, journaligt, poet, and author, was above all
elge, & caricatur;ste His cartoons in the words of George Grant, "not only

ca ot iy ; . . 2
generally hit the nail on the head, bul sometimes hit like a blackomith."

. 3. -
Caricature, notes eminent art historian R.H. GOMbLlChg ig "the con=

dengatica of ¢ complen idex in one sbriking meworable imageo“4 The artist

isolates one particular visual aspect of the subject, and his distortion of

that isolated image identifies the subject within the framework of the dis-

5

tortion. This "deliberate simplification'” based on the resemblance of the

1Thoma Wast, ag cited in Chal anson, Thomao Nast -- Political Certoonist;
(Athens,; Georgeia: UQLVefﬂluj of Georgia Press,; 1967); peile

2(},1-1u Gre BL« introduction to J.W. Beugouwh, A Caricature Higtory of Cana-
dion Politics, Vol.I (Toronto: The Crlp Publishing Goo.; 1856) ;3 DeTe

2

“His books include: Art and Illusion; Meditabions on a Hobby Horse; Norm
and Iorm; Symbolic Images: and the definitive work, The Story of Art.

LR 2CEs

éEeHo Gombrich, Meditations on a Hobby Horse, {(London: Phaidon Fress Litd.,
1963) 3 'pe'IBOo

-
‘B, Kris Pgychoanalytic Explorations in Art, (New York: International
Universities PTP"", Inces 1953), D193,

33




grephic image to the reslity of the object it portrays, ceptures the
attention of the viewer, infiuencing him to sccomplich 8 particular
effort of imegination, and forcing him {to accept the image as the
esgential truth of the object it portrays.

Look here, the artist seems to say, that is all the great man
consists Of‘é

The psychological effects of caricature can be quite devastatinge.

In the hands of an insightful cartconist, caricature becomes "a social :

2apol & o o XKilling by ridicule."’ Satiric art, speeking as it does :
. . 8 R , .

directly to the unconscicus,;  becomes one of the'mogt potent devieces by

which onz man can strike at anothero“9 As W. Hofman, an hislorian of cari-

cature art vut it:

The great caricaturespass sentence of death, and their moral seriousness E
is not content with egimply making thelr victims ridiculous,1o

Gistorted reproduction of reallty, "by means

q

of condengation; displacement, and allusion (EreateQJ certain elements in

the distortion which point to the existence of other idease“11 The artist

L

ures in iv

T

Tht caricat

s

T TR ST

8 . s “ . . "
“Combrichs Meditations, pp.120-137; Kris, Psychosnalytic Fxnlorationg,
ope 183-200,

9Me Keller; The Art and Politics of Thomes Nest, (New York: Oxford Uni-

versities Press; 1965); Dehe
1

Ow; Hofman, Caricature, (New York: Crown Publishers Ince., 1957); ppe.il~12.

Toro s . .
1 Kris, Psychoanalybic Ixplorations; p.184.
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defines the essential meaning of his subject; the viewer accepts the character—:
ization. YThe cartoonigt!, Gombrich emphasizes, "can mythologize' the world coos
by physidgnomizing ite"12

Caricatures, imolating specific imeges snd presenting them as truths,
gpeak in the language of universal metaphors. They view reality in termsfef
dialectié oppositeg; either light or darkness, good or evil; justice or abject
wrong. As such, their commeuts are essentially mofaloo Political events and
social gituations are judged in ethical terms, and are condemned or lauded
according to the degree of their similitude to universal principles of justice.

The history of caricature is the higtory of artigtic moral judgment of.
coptenporary events, Gillray, famous BYitigh cartoonist and "father of carica-.
ﬁure“,13 not only cohaemned soclal practices of his milieu; especially in his
geries "Sin, Death and the Devil', but he entered the field of internationsi
comment with his damning portrayels of & boby-ecating, camnibal, dragonlili
Napoleane.

e . P . 14
Willisn Hogarth, "e heavyweighlt opponent of wickedness in geuneral," ™

11
levelled a devastating asitack upon the social mores of his mid-elghteenth century
Britain. Im hig tablesux, "Gin Street", "The Rakes Progress', "The Harlote
Progress', "Marriage a la Mode", and others, he cagbtigated the ethical stupor

of his times, deamming the vices of drink, pTOStitution, and gambling,; as

well as the conditions which spswned thems

12Gombrich5 Meditotions, pe139.

13David Low, British Cartoonists, Caricaturists and Comic Artists, (London:

s

William Brown and Coe Ltdes nedoe)s PolOe

14’1biq’e 5 pn8o



Caricatureg record and comaent upon the political end social issues
of different historical periods. Honore DauM1er‘° "The Dream of the Ianvenuor
of the Needle Gun" evokes the terrors of technological progress in the hands
of the unscrupulous, and warns in no uncertain terms, that the age of invention
and technological progress, must geriously consider the fact that the invention
itgelf ig not the end; the use to which it is put deLerﬁ ines its value.

David Low's "Rendezvous" gcathiiely comments on the purity of ideologiéal
beliefs when exposed to the realily of modern day power noliticsg. Hitier
meets Stalin over the bedy of Burope: #The gcum of the earth I helieve?!;

The bloody assassin of the workers I presume?V; and both approve the Rib-

o

bentrop-Molotov pact. The unthinkable had occured, “two ideological gysten

worn to ebernsl enmity had signed a non~aggression pact and agresed to live in
s w15

peace with one another.

The caricature does not depend for ite success on artistic technigue. .

~

The message lies in the morality of the symbol, and it is immediately end
universally recopgnizable and understondable. Cartoons are pictures that even
the illiterate can read at a glance. Their moral condemnations do not rest
on subtleties of argument, but on vivid, graphic distortiong of a recognizable
reality.

Boss Tweed, whom Thomas Hast continually criticized, houwnded out of
Temnmeny Hall, and publically condemed for graft and corruplbion,; reslized

this uvniversal effect of caricature, and ite result in the political arena. "I

don't care what they write about me"; he stated, "but I hate the pictures, for wy

1)Isuﬁ Highes, Contennorary Europe: A History, 2nd ed. (HMew Jersey;
Prentice Hull, Tnce, 1961), D320, '



. 1%, . .
congtituents can understand them.! And Goethe, perhaps best iterated the
effect of the cartoon when he wrote:

Stupidities »ou can talk at your will
You may also write even more
Heither body nor soul are they likely to kill,

A7 will remain as before.

But stupidity placed before cur eyes,
A magic pover gainse

As our gense, it rivels and tiess
The mind ig held in chainso17

The caricsturse 1is a weapon of moral criticism, bulb also, it is &

gource for the study of the society to which it was addressed, "We understand

current events in the social 1life of fngland%, wrobe Principal Grant, "from

the illustrations of 'Punch' more truly than from the columns of the 'Times!
e 1 . Ly 18
or the 'Horning Posti.
Caricatures provide a mesns of discovering vwhalt people thought, and

how end why they scted. To the historian, they are documents

in an endless discussion on politics and pergons:; war and diplomacye o o o
They are history, concrete; personal and vendentlious, seen through conten-

oTary eves

P ry €y 9—19
The cericature,; speaking in allegory and metaphor ; coloured opinion and yeb
responded to the faghion of the moment. Soeially recognized, it wielded an

influence unmatched in the world of print. Criticizing in moral termss it

~

o4 i g . pa
educated the society it addressed. Yeh, Lthe use of these Y"ugly little images',

16
(unidentified).

17Goethe, "Zahme Xenien II",; as cited by Gombrich, Meditations, pe139.

18G9 Grant; introduction to Bengouch, Caricature Historys p.7.

19M5D. George, Englich Political Caricature:s A Study of Opinion and
Propopanda, (Oxfords Clarendon Pressy 1959); De3e '

20 o Medddn
Gombrich, Meditabiong, p«127.

Do Caricatures Couat", Grip, Sat,. April 9, 1884, from a Detroit Paper
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ag Gombric l n1ls them, as documentary evidence; provideg serious difficulties
for the historian - difficulties that arise out of the educational effect of

the caricature itself,

Although caricatures do condemn or laud in moral terms,; their didactic
criticism can indeed lead o improprietous action and discourse. The cartoonist,
although himgelf not Omniscience itself, may affect popular judgment of absolute
nerality while he himgelf lacks knovledge or understandings the result of a mis=-
guided decree may lead bto s mistaken popular sentence of 3 man., Whether it be
Thomas Negb's caugtic critiques of Horace Greenley, which some conbemporaries
felt were so unfair and degrading thsat they ultimstely influenced his untimely
deaths or Bengough's facile degcription of a s]y and gelf-gesking "Sir John A"
| whlch has since henn repea é dly reiterated in "11bera1" Canad1aﬁ hist ofiographyg
the modern day regearcher must at least be aware that the artist of a bygone
era wes no dess humanly fallible then he is toaayg and ‘thet cexicature, as
product of his psn, although daming and morally serious,; while judging in terms
of ebgolute verities; does not necessarily always speak the languvage of absolube
truthe

John Wilson Bengough, Canada's greatest moralizing cartoonist, followed
the best traditions of didactic caricature. Hig cartoons condemned, criticized,
applauded and educated on ethical grounds. And his effect on his contemporaries
can be measured in part by their universal a.cknow] Ledgment of hig noral graphicss

Je We Bengough was congclous of what he wag about. He repeatedly
asserted that his cartoon commentary on social and political issues was a
morally founded criticisms "A cartoon', he noted, "to carry any weight or

. . e aa . 21
influence migt have the element of truth in it, whatever elde it may lack."

~21Bengough7 Chalk Talks, pe8ie
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Az editor of Grip, he further affirmed this stand, stating
Hig Qgim’s] cartoons he will strive to have egsentially true, vhatever
else pay be 1acking,22

His efforts were identified esnd appreciated as such by his convenporaries.

The Kinoston Nowg, for example, in an articie on Bengough's caricaburing noted:

We all Imow that the pen is nightier than the sword. I sometimes think

the crayon is mightier than the pen. From the dayg of the immortal Hoszarth
" %o those of Frulhwhank, Leach, and Du iaurier, the art of the cartoonist

has fulfilied an important function in the realm of moral reforile o o s

An artist cen convey to the mind in a single Flash what perchance an

editor could not in weeks and months of consecutive vrlu_aggzq

And Georze Grant, introducing A Caricabure History of Cansdian Politics, noted

that Bengough's graphics had o morally instructive value that could even super—
cede the effect of the pulpit. "The educational influence of pen and pencil',
he wrote; Y“may be greater than that of the 1living voice.?

Recognized ag & man of no mean ertistic talent; Bengough was elected
to the Royal Canadian Academy in the year of its founding,; 1880, Often com-

‘ \ 25 .

pared to the finegt cartoonists of other counbries ™ his fame as cartoonist and
illustrator gpread throughout the country and beyond. %Canadal the Vicloria

Timeg editorielized; "has to congratulate herself of [sié] having produced a

.

e .

nan who can vie with Hagt and the prolific geniuses of Puck and Judge."”

The Orillia Tirnes asserted that "Mr. Bengough, is without peer as a caricaturisth,
22 . 4
Grips Sept. 13: 1873,
23, e N . -
Kinzston Hews, undated clipping, "Scrapbook' Bengough Papers, Vol.XIV,
24

G. Grent, introduction to Rengough, Caricature Higtory,; p.d.

2D ann nho y
See above phel=de

26, . . s . , -
Victoria Times, undeted clipping; "Scrapbook?; Bengough Peaperss; Vol.XIV.

"Orillis Tines, undated clipping, "Book Notices", Bengough Papers, Vol .XIV,
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énd at an honorsry dimner given for him at the New York Canadian Club in 1887,
the most prominent certoonists of the north American continent, including
Keppler of Puck, Gillam and Hamilton of Judge, MeDougal of The World, and
Bengough's boyhood idel, Thomas Nasts gathered to pay him homage.

Ls editor aﬁd staff cartoonist for Grip, he contributed the leading
cartoon, and'usually one or two others in almost every edition of the magazine.
E%en vhile engaged with his world lecture tours he found enough timé to forward
the needed weekly centre~page sketch,.

Grips; its circulation in 1881 standing at 10,000 copies, was successful

~primarily bhecause of its cartoons. The Montreal Sentinel noted that "its

[ggg;iéj cartoonsg secured for it a considerable circulation and, it cannot be
' 28
doubted, a gvill greater influence."
Bengough's cartoon comments on leading political and social issuss
were degscribed in detail on the edivorial pages of nevspapers from Vietoria
to Halifex., Under such headlineg as "Barnum oub Barnumed"¥, and "Capibal
Production" leading Canadian newspapers devoted columns of print to each
Bengough %hit", and often availed themgelves of additional comment.
After describing in deteil Grip's cartoon,-"The Great Political Conjuror"
(hugust 7, 1878), the Obtawa Citizen noted that Bengough had admirably identified
the immoral nature of the Tory economic policys "The dishonesty of Sixr John's
tariff professions, it editorialized, VYig admirabky illugtrated in this
cartoonso”29 |

Similarly, the Brantford Dvening Telegram, noted the ethical apprehensions

28 1 - '-'r ke . . ~ T
Montreal Sentinel, undated clipping, "Scraphook', Bengough Papers,
Vol, XIV.

.QQOﬁﬁawa Citizen, undated clipping, "Scrapbook'; Bengough Papers,
Vol. XIV,
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expresged in another Bengough certoon. "Grip cuts up Mowat pretty nicely
this week in & cartoon representing the poverty and misery of the Muskoke
[gié} sufferer." "How long', it asled, "will ﬁhe latter have 4o knock at
the door of the Ontario Government before his voice is hwead within?"BO
The G%obgf the Winnipeg Times, the Manitoba Free Press, the Moncton
Tronseript, the Quebec Chronicle, the Kingston Daily Uews, the Oghawa Egggzgggg

the VWoodstock Sentinel Review, the London Free Press, the Halifax Chronicle,

and countless other daily and weekly newspapers gave full coverage to Bengough's
carbooning activities, OCanadisns of all walks of life, living in cities, small
towms, or on the farmy if they could not obtain a copy of rip, were kept
pogted on all of Bengowvgh's latest effortss

Other journals carried Bengough's caricatures to support specific
igsues that they championed. Varioug prohibition magazines, such ap bthe

Weekly Teuplers ran & Bengough carboon in each issue. Single Tex journals,

guch as the Sausre Dsal gave front cover prominence to Bengough's moral cone
demnations of landlordism. The Globe carried front page cartoons in all
its election lgssues, and often included a topical Bengough caricature in its

daily runs. Bven the vigoroug and radical labour organ, the Lebor Advocate,

ran Bengough cartoons in support of its fight against the private ownership
of the Toronto street railway company, and its campaign to instilute free
textbooks fér 81l schoolichildremg1 Wherever o morally justified cause
needed his ven, Bengough was willing to obiige, and the editors of his time

eagerly snatched up his work and often reinforced his ethical statementss

BOBranﬁford bvening Telepram, undated clipping, "Scrapbook', Bengough
Papers, Vol, XIV.

3 abor Advocate, Decs 12, 1890, Jane 9, 1891, May 1, 1891,
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In fact, Bengough cartoons, or mention of them, appeasred so oflen in
newspapers throughout the country, that it was virtually impossible for auy
journ&lmreadgng Canadian and certainly for auy Ontarian, at a time when nEWS-
papers provided the staple inteliectual diel and news of the days not to have
cnown Bengough and been subject to his moral appeals.

What Bengough had to say was important. The extensive coverage of
his every moral "hit" indicates that Canadians were interested in hisg commen-
taries,; and that even if they did nobt agree with him; they at least allowed
Mmtkaﬁhksothxmﬂikm@Iﬁscmﬁmﬂwecmmmﬂ& wmﬂ@iﬁ?ﬂm

only media of his day affected the lives of reading Canadicns everywhere,

SRy

and his criticism also carrvied to the highest political forum of the land,
to the Houge of Commons,

The astuteness of Bengough's ethical commentary on shady political
practice wag often well received by memberg of the House, especially by
those who were not themselves being chastised. Alexander Mackenzie, in a
speech at Sernia,; November 1873, referred to Bengough's “Mother Hubbard"
cartoon as correctly representing the political gituation immediately after
the Grit electorsl victory. Commenting on John A. Macdonald's dispensing
of patronage immedistely hefore his government left office; thereby denying
the victorious Grits the traditional privilege, he said:

The Ottawa Administration did not die without resorting to their usual
trickse. You have seen a carboon in Grip, representing Hother Hubbard
looking for some appointuments that were supposed to be left in the
political vantry (cheers and laughter). Bub it seems, from the picture,
that they were all ausy before she could reach it; for Sir John A.
Facdonald is seen stesling oulb at the door with a hundred of them in
his pockets; while Ir. John Crawford the present Lieutenant Governor

of Ontario; in the shape of a little dog is represented as trotiing

avay with that bone in his mouth. (loud cheers and laughter) Sirs,
there is no little significance in that picture (hear, hear)egp

Fporento Globe, Hove 264 18733 Grips Dece. 6y 1873,
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Similariys Mackenzie, in 1878, no doubt ignoring the Reform party's
unspectacular record, & record marrved by party division over Blake's Aurcra
speech and the Letellier affair, end as well as by the Liberals failure to
pull the country out of a depression, attempted sarcastically to belittle
Macdonald's attemplts to exploit the ilssuve of "hard times" as an election
platforn. Referring to a Bengough cartoon; Mackenzle noted:
In one of our comic papers, not very long ago; there was a representation
of a dilapidated figure called "Hard Times" taking his departure from
Canada; while another - no, 1t wag the honorable gentleman who speaks on

this subject sometimes; and who represented Ya hard times" politicaelly -
(loud laughter) - he was begging arnd entreating this Llonely, shrunken,

dejected fugitive not for any sske to take his departure for just a

1ittle while (loud lsughter), as he wished to avail himeolf of his

wgrect services at the coming elections. (laughter and cheers)
Characteristically, Sir John 4. had the witty, and as it turned out, prophetic
last word: ' |

"es, and he's going o helr tco. (hear, hear, and 1aughter)“33

Although Bengough found frequent issue with the Tory party, his

criticism did not follow partisan party 1ineéa He drew greal delight in har-
pooning the Grits, and'his graphic criticism of political issues? whether
directed at Tory or Grit, was always based on his ethical commitment to a
Chriestian morality. Bengough's criticism; although morally damning was mogt
often received in good fgitho Although both Sir Charles Tuppsr and'Edward
Blske went on record as violently agitated by some of his critiques, Sir Jomln
Ao Macdonald, Bengoughts favourite target,; took the criticism rather genially,
When Robert Herris, leading Canadian portraibt painter, was being considered
for the commission to paint the now famous "Fathers of Confederation',
8ir John A., stoocd up in the House and guestioned as to the possibility of

employing anobher artist. Tongue in cheek; he suggegted someone who had

mich experience with political portraits -- Bengoughe.

33"Scrap Albus"s wndated and unidentified clipping, Bengough Papers, Vol .XIV.
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4
Weibting of the incident; Harria' biopravher describes the scene thus:

Ag regards vhisc particular paiunting, he LJohn Aol would have no personal
objection to have another artist try his hand upon himself. There was
another Cansdien artist wvho had drawm ni_ with great power zud graphic
skill, hs thoughl, under the principle of wholesome competition, hs
might hope that Mr. Horris, whoge paintings he had nolt seen, might by
slow degrees, rigse to the artist's gkill and perfect accuracy in por-
tv&yvhﬁ his tbﬂhn Ag.é] countenance that his friend Bengough possessed
(18aﬂnu€r,s°j .

However, inevitably,; nct everyone who felt the sting of Bengough's pen

responded in a like manner. F.d. untg a Justice of the Peace, in a letter in

vhich the hendwriting still flameg, angrily notified Bengough that he felt thab
this time the srtist had gone too far. V"I percelve', he wrote;

that you are holding me vp to ridicule and contempt. Now I am gebting
weary of being the bubtt of all the fermer's boys in the neighborhood.

I cennot walk the streets without being followed by a gange of hoodlums
hooting and hollering at and reviling me., It greatly detracts from the
dignity of my pogition

.

Conthuirsp he icily threatened Bengough witvth a law sulte

m

Unless 1 at once receive an apology from you, a retraction of &ll
fovm,¢ inmuendoes [};ég and a discontinuance of caricaturing ume,

I will instruct my solicibor to ingtitute proceedings against your
vaper to recover da “9”03035

i

nge |
Obviovgly, Bengough's roagbing of any pesccadillo did not go umnoticed;
either by the guilty psrty or the ever inquigitive publice

While Bengough wae perhaps best Jmown as a cartoonist,; be algo achieved
e certain nodegt fame aé poet, author and lecturer. As a featured writer,
Bengough contributed a weekly column, "Caleb Jinking . Commissioner at Large',
.which appeared with regularity in the Saturday editions of the Toronto Globes

His bumourous and piguant accounts of government misdemeanors and common every-

3 N, . . v Tas
“éTaMa Williamson, Robert Harris 1849-1919: An Unconventional Biosraphy,
(Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1970); pe49e

l‘,‘ .
j)F@An Hunt to Bengough, May 20, 1885, Correspondence, Bengough Paperss

Vole Te
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day folilesg, vere augmented by other contributions which also anpeared during
the lest decade of the nineteenth century, including "Hash", which was wribten
under the pseudonynm "Avtemus Ward", and "Motley: Topics Grave and Gay", a
collection of chitchat, humourous skelches, political commentary, pathetic

L

verse,; and didaciic lesson. The latter column eventuslly gave its nanme to
dig first published collection of poetry.
Bengough's publighed works ineluded books on higtory, poetry, and

topical issues. Hisg A Caricatvre Higtory of Canadian Politics, introduced

by George Grant: was a vell received attempt to record bthe higtory of Caneda,
a5 Lt had been perceived, in graphic, cartoon,; and caricature. While, in the

main, the two volune get drew most heavily upon his own work as found in Grip,

hig inclusion of cartoons from the defunct Punch in Cansda, Fly Sheet, Diogenes,

2

Grinchuckle, and the newly lawnched Canadian Illustrated Hews, provided &

.-J-

graphic documentation of Canadian bhistorical highlights from 1849. Tach cari.

o
<

cature accompanied by an explanatory note, commented on salient lssues; and
once illustrated, and judged each political and social event.

Among his topical works, The Whole Hoc Book, (1902); and the Up~to-Date-

()

Primery (1896), both explications of the Coctrine of the single tax, incited

great porular interest. The Up~to-Date-Prizer, for example, published under

the. augpices of the Free Trade and Tax Reforin Leagues of Canada, had an "immense
1136 5 4 = 1 4 Ta +thei
run''s” Sold out in two e? tiong, it was even transglated into Japenese. Another,

a prohibitionist argument, The Gin Mill Primer,; (1898), enjoyed almost equal

-

guccess, and was utilized as one of a collection of anti-drink booklets, pamphlebs

and flyerg in bthe federsl campaign over the prohibition plebisite of 1898,

36 Ts Ben'ongh, "Life and Work of J.W. Bengough', Bengough Papers.
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Although Bengough wrote and published extensively -~ other non-poetic

vorks include: Grip Cartoons; FPopular Reedines, Original and Selected, (1882);

and QQ@}E Talks, (1922) -~ his greatest literary fame came from his two volumes
of poetry. Already. prior to 1895, Bengough had contributed many poems to
leading neuspapers, magazineé and journals throughout Cenada, the United States,
and Britain. In fact,; his morsal verses had been so well recsived, that the

Maritime journalists; Je B. McCready, had suggested that Beangough be named the
r

poet laureste of Canadae‘f While his work never measured up to the standard

4

of an Archibald Iempman or a Bliss Carman, his deeply pathetic, poignantly

eulogistic, and heonestly didactic verse captured the heart ~nd conscience of

{i® reading public.

The London Advertiser; representative of ths populer acclain given

Bengough's first poetic volume ~- Motley: Versss Grave and Gay, (1895), noted,
20

that the work "was & distinet gain te Canadian literature."”” Saturday Night

9

2
celled it "unique snd valuable"”’ and the Globe, while perhaps in a fit of over-
reaction labelled Bengough as Ynot &en unworthy disciple of Blake, Thackeray
and Du Maurier', gtill managed to come down from the clouds to issue a more
genuinely appropriate critique which approvingly emphasized the book's moral
contents

fre Bengo X > b t impressionist school. He hags

Mr. Bengough does not belong %o the current impressionist school. He has

8 clear conception of what he wants to tell, and is freguently candidly

didactic or pathetic, with an old fashioned pathos that has not lost its
over

b 4 /r 0

?71pid,

j8London Advertiser, April 8; 1895, Bengough Papers; Vol. XIV.

39
Vol. XIV.

Saturday MNight, undated clipping, "Book Notices", Bengough Papers,

Ma1obe, April 16, 1895,
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Similarly, the Orillis Times also noted Bengough's contribution to

Canadian literature. YThe book Lhotle{] "y it stated, “should be in the
a

L

hands of all who admire a good thing and desire to patronize Canadien talent.

And the educational value of the book wag stressed by the Methodist lagazine:

We always admired Grip for one gpecial feature, that it wes always on the
right gide of every moral question. This marks also the volume before us
(—Moolpx o« The Salvalbicn Army and ile work, Sunday cars and social reform,
are illustrationg of this. The author's broad humanity and sympathy with

the suffering sre adnirably shown in many of thess poems.,.
(] ' Fy Z}K
Bengough's second book of poetry, which appeared geven years iater;

In Many Keys, received a gimilarly enthusiastic recepbion. "Mr. Bengough", the

1,

Globe noted,

seldom writes without a purpose, whether that be to drive home political
criticism by 5ron]5 to dupress a soclological principle through the
"horse-gense” of some provincials or to quicktn [ sic] human feeling by
incidents of gacrifice and devotion. ILis tone is always wholegome and
his peoinbt of view that of a chivalrous spirites « « « }Mre Bengougn may be
a preacher, but e preaches to the pcint&/3

A

Similarly, stressing the didactic qualities of the work, ancther critic stated:

His occasions are all ne

them a man might moral

5 elevatlnb and full of suggestion. On gome of
for & whole year941

The popular response to his moralizing verse is perhaps best illustrated

.
A7
zZe

by
i

:
|
b
H

by & letter to the editor of a Montreal newspaper. The writer, who signed him-

self "Templar', eviogized:

Have read the book, and with it read the man, and Jearnt how grand he is:
rich in sublimity of thought, his charity, far-reaching as the world is
wide; doth thus inspire the humblest of earth!s son's {g;é} to grasp their
rich inheritance.

. 45

410rillia Times, undated clipping, "Book Notices", Bengough Papers, Vol. XIV,

“Pothodist Magauine, May 1, 1895,

43 Globey undated clipping, '"Book Noticesg!, Bengough Papers, Vol. XIV.
44Uhdated clipping,; "“Book Notices'; Bengough Papers, Vol. XIV,

45Uhdatedg midentified clipping,; “Rook Notices", Bengough Papsrs,; Vol. VIX.
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Bengough's verse, deep in pathog; rich in religious allepory, and
didactically asimed; found & ready and responsive audience. Althovugh he,

8.5 the Christian Guardian emphasized,; wrote "no thing that would claim any

high rank as poetry", his works lay "close to’the purest and simplast passions
of the human hearte“46 The laudatory reviews; the success of his sales, the
public acceptance of his verse,; indicates that in that ever important role, of
instigator end jostler of public conseience, Bengough was eminently successfuls
While Bengough's litersry work reached the libraries of the reading
public; his speseches reached anyone who could or would listen. Cansdians,; in
all parts of the couanbtry, flocked teo hear John Wilgon Bengough, "echalk talker',
The chalk talk was a variation of the travelling 1ecturer entertainment

go popular in nineteenth century North America. Along with phrenologists,

—

nugiciang,; poets, magicilans, and eﬁangelistss the illustrated lscture, or chalk
talk; often provided the only socially sanctioned or available entertainment
for many people. DBengough,; after viewing the successiul lecture btours of
Thomag Nast, decided to take to the roaﬁg and "do the work of a Cartoonist on
the public platform"947 |
His first apvearance was on Murch 20, 1674, under the auspices of the
Mechanics Institute of Toronto at the Music Hall «= corner of Church and
Adelaide Streets. His‘speechg "Pleasantries of Public ILife", introduced by

the Alderman J. J. Withrow, and presented to a "large and fashionable audience",48

vas & triunphant event. With the post-lecture sale of his sketches to the

6 . s s
4 Christian Guardian, July 18, 1900,

7
4 Bengough, Chalk Tallks, p.l15.

4810 .
_“"g:é'a; Pel 7o
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prominent Toronto lawyer, J. H. Harrison, for the princély sum of forty-five
dollara, and the highly complimentary, fully detailed account of his lecﬁufe
in the next morning's Globe, Benéougﬁ's success as a "chalk talker! was
agsured.

For over forty years Bengoughtook to the road during the "lecture
sgeagons, Under the auspices of Mechsnics Institutes, various citizsns groupg,
the Y M, Cclss and various church sponsors he "gtumped" the North American
continent, travelled to Britain, and enjoyed remarkeble successes in Tasmania,
Hew Zealand, and Australiz. In the United Staltes; he spoke mainly in the

large cities, often visiting Cleveland, Chicago, Minneapolis, Detroit, and

=

Boston, and was everywhere enthusiastically received. The response to his
program in Auvstralis wag go wholehearted that he was forced to lengthen his
planned stey, and public interest in thig Canadien visitor with his humourous

ethical entertainment reached a remarkable pitch. During his sojourn in Sydney,

for example; every newspaper -- the Sydney Morning Herald, the Sydney Star, the

Sydney Bvening News, and the Daily Telegravh, gave extensive coverage to Bengough

and hig lectures. Along with full descriptions of his chalk talks, each news-
raper ren inbterest stories on Bengoughy; his wife; and their efforts to organize
a playground movement in Torontos

Bengough's Canadian recepbion was no less enthusiastic than the acclaims
that he received in the Aﬁtipodese Tickets to his lectures were often sold out
nights in advance, people lined up for hours to gain admittance, halls were
usually packed with a standing room crowd long béfore the evening entertainment
vas reedy ¢ begin, and often scores were turned avay. People came to hear him
speak and see him drave. They came to be amused; to laugh et his "hits" and
sympathize with his comments on political and social events. The Winnipeg Times,
describing & typical Bengough chalk talk, especially emphasized the good

attendance:

Lo clin ol

(S 2 5
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It is estimated that the hall will seal between six and seven hundred, bub
last night's sudience must have exceeded the labter number, as meny stood
from beginning to end, uhlle obﬂer vho were more thoughtful brought camp
steols with them.

49

In whatever city Bengough spoke: Ottawa, Vancouver, St. Johu's, Halifax, Quebec,
Vinnipeg, or Charlottetown, the response was overwhelming.
Bengoughs however, not only "stumped" the citiess He took happily to

iy

the small townss the farming hamlets and fishing vz]]agc from coast to coagts

From Yarmcuth, Pictou, and Bridgewater in Nova Scobtia, {o Hew Uegtmingter in

British Colvmbiz, small town Canada welcomed him, With titles ag varied as

the scenery, including "Bducaticn", "Santa Claus and Mother Goose', "Free Trade",

"Anti-Barlycorn, "The Sociel Question"; "Woman Suffrage'; and "Do Your Bit"; he
brought living social énd political issues to the schoolg and meeting halls of
Rad Doe*, Cwen Sound, Strabtford, Elora; Cobourgs St. Thomes, and countless
other places.

The audiences that flocked to see him were as diverse ag the paople
that made up the country. Important officials, politicians, and men and women
of independent means, rubbed sghouwlders with thosg who could barvely afford the
price of admission. His lectures knew no sccial distinctions and were intended
humourocusly to brumpelt ethical appeals for anyone who would listen.

When he spoke in Winnipeg, for example, Premier Norquay inﬁroduced him,
and the New Westmingter Truth, after teking great pains to note that nearly

the whole town had managed to hear the lecturer-~cun-~cartoonist, stressed that

Benpgough's second lecture was "delivered at the. opera house « « o before a

very large audience in which nearly all the elite of the town could be numbered "

(N . < . ,
AWumumgymms,WMMchhppmgg"%mq%mm",Ba@mgnlhmms9Wﬂ°XEh

DONe\J Westmingter Truth, undated clipping, "Scrapbook", Bengough Papers,
Vol. XIV,
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Bengough's appeal wes universalg and if those with the powsr to channel the
g Ee b

course of events came to hear his entertaining didactics, so much the beftere

Bengough also exploitea the popularity of hig chalk talks in attempte
to aid the legs fortunate members of sociely. The vogue of the Bengough chalk
talk could always be counted on to ensure the attainment of a charitable goal.
At o benevolent lecture in Toronto, in which the audience included Mayor W.P.
Howland, Senator Macpherson, and Mr. Blain, M.P., Bengough'g inspired exhoritlons
raised the funds needed to found an Infant Home. Although he readily made nine
self available for public benefits; Bengough algo utilized his talents in

-

vnique and private ways. Using the mediun of the cartoon; he taught the

Gospel to non-Fnglish-speaking Chinesge immigrants at Knox Church in Toronto.
{

Bengough practiced what he preached.

In his many trips throuvghout the country, Bengough generated neus and

&

excitement wherever he wenbt. Even those who could not attend his leclures

had the opportunity to read the detailed accounts carried by the dailly press
in almost every towr he visited. Whether it was Pregecotbl; Galt; or Uxbridge,
Belleville, Aurora, or Barrie, local mewspapesrs geve full coverage to his

every "hit", describing in deteil the sketches and accompsnying comments.

st

of Bengough's sketches: -

The artist next drew a hungry-looking fox, put a head upon it representing
John A, Macdonald's placed a couple of bars a few inches of Reynard's back
ipon one of which & bantam, with the frightened physiognomy of Mowal sat,
the artist remarking that when John A. wag around the little Premier roosted
high. This sally gave onlookers the cue and the very walis of the building
shook with the sounds of laughter.,S1

5714 - s s o e -
“ Elora Ixpress; unidentified clipping "Scrapbook'", Bengough Fapers,
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Bengough's lecture career took him from one end of Canadas to the other,
attracting auvdiences as varied as the wide country.which sustained then., From
politicians to voters, industrialists to labourers,; urbanites to farmers, the
yvoung and the old; all came to hear his humourous didacticsy laughing at the
pretentions of the powerfui, cheering at the piquant "hits", absorbing his
ideas aboul social movements such as woman's suffrage and prohibition; and al-
vays looking at sociel and politiesl events throuéh Bengough's eyes: seeing
them in a moral light,; and almost ﬁnconsciously, while accepting his humour,
they judged them on his terms.

Bengough's platforn performance equalled the moral commentaries ex—
pressed in his cartoong. "Mre J. W. Bengough's recitations', a journalist
ﬁrote, "wyare glmply grand -~ vigorous in delivery, elevating in characterv,
vet mirth producing."52 The same tone and divection was clearly evident in
the caricatures which made him famous not only in his own country, but through-
out the fnglish-gpeaking world.

Bengough's purpose in poetry; prose; and sketeh was to describe con-
ditions as they were; in,the hope of changing them to what he felt they should
becone. ”Always", ag Bs Se Carswell, author and editor noted, "inspired by

53

the bighest ideals of public serviceg" Bengongh popularized en ethical
approach to social and political issues. His cartoons, in the tradition of
coricature, spoke with a moral seriousness thet demanded the viewer's

acceptance of his ethical suggestionse.

52Unidentified, undated clipping, "Scrap Album", Bengough Papers,
Vol. X.[Vc

52
27Ba Se Carswell; Cenadian Singers and Their Songs, (Torontos:
MeClelland and Stewart Libdes 1925); pacR7e

E



Bengough indsed; mythologized the world of Canadlian politics by
physiognomizing the men in the public eye. Hig caricatures of prominent
politicians spread his ethical evaluations of ihe men and thelr activities
throughout the country. Canadians everywhere came to identify certain
moral characteristics with members of the political &lite from Bengough's
physiognonic commentaries.

(2=

The graphice of a sly fox —~ Sir John A. Mecdonald; the honesh,
upright, Alexander Mackenzie; the gnome-like Oliver Mowat; the cmaciated,
timid Foster; the evil and grouchy Charles Tuppers and the virtuoug, ideal-
istic Laurier; &1l beconse hationally known symbols, representing political
issues in graphic,; ethicel terms. Bengough'y juxbtepogition of Mackenzie
.and Macdonald {see cartom3) sald more about the moral conduct of the
varticipants involved than countless columng pf newsprint or hours of org-
torical harangus.

Bengough exposed the Canadian political process to the didactically
criticel eye of caricature. Hé‘kept politicians posturing beforse the public
in the symbolic roles he attributed to them. Sir John A. rarely appesared

& anything but a trickster. The glint of his eye; the half smile on his
mouth, all clearly identified what Bengough conceived to be Mocdonald's moral
worth {gee cartooni’).

Alexander Mackenwie, on the obher hand; vhom Bengough admired f'or
his ethicel prineiples, wes a complets contrast to Macdonald. Mackenzie's
dour Scot's features; framed by a.briar bush beard, exuded simplicity,
honesty, and truthfulness. Mackenzie, portrayed in the allegory of hig
garlier occupation, vook on all the politieal &irtues that the stone mason's
art embodied. The cartoon in Grip, graphically foretold the sentiment of
the later poem. The viewer bhad no dovbt that Mackenzie was "a Christian of

the old bime sort", a men who
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worghiped God by doing honest work,
Whether with magon's tools as artisan,

in high place of state 5
Ur in high place of sta °54 (see cartoon?) .

Edward Bleke,; Liberal party leader after lMackenzie; dreamer,
ambitious, vnpredictable, was caricatured in sll the nuances of his
character. Bengough's excellent cartoon in Grip aptly summed up both the
temperament of Blake, and the reaction of his peers, in the fremework of
the political situvation of the day.

After hig famous, brilliiant, but disturbing speech al Aurora, no
one; least of all Blake himself, Imew exactly what he advocated. Bengough
drew "Jignor Blake', clothed in circus garb, lying flat on his back, baler-
cing the Globe and the fortunes of the Reforn Party on hig toes, whiia &
horrified Mackenzie and a disappfoving George Brown looked on. Goldwin
Smith end William Howland, seeing & glimmer of hope for Canada First;
although happy with the course of events,; are yet uncertain as to whether
or not the ball will glip, and if it does, in what direction it will fall
(see cartoond ).

Blake's type of vislons and high ideals,.combined with practical,

realistic politics, came together in the person of Wilfrid Leurier. His

integrity, conciliatory provess, and dedication, excited Bengough's admirabion,

and the caricature image of a virbtuous, strong and compassionate leader becane
& staple of Cenadian political commentary. Nowhere was this portrait more
vividly drawn than during the elscltion of 1900. The honest, upright Laurier,
disciple of the compassionste Gladstone and the. generous Lincoln, student of
the wisest suthors —- Carlyle, Gibbon, Milton, and‘the Bible ~- his gaze

steadfastly fixed on the highest ideals of mankind, presents a stark contrast

Shaiis Auedl 23, 1C
MN}E; Ap.kll £y 18)2;‘
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61
to a pudgy, baneful Tupper. and an emasculated groniegFostera The nessage
wvas Loud and clear. One did not have to be an agbubte analyst of the politvical
scene to understand the didactics of the situstion (see cartoop 7%

Bengough's caricatures of Canadian politicians passed moral judgment
on the man, the party, and the policy. The physiognomized charecters took
on symbolic meenings in the context of ethical political conduct. o good
policys the cartoons asserted; could be made by anyone as obviously evil ag
Tupper. o political issue could be taken at face value when the reynard
Macdonedid wes involved. DPolitical issues, Bengough argued, were clearly
ethical at heart, and therefore; they wére to be morally judged.

Bengough'é graphics likewise carried the morasl thunder of caricabture
inbo the quegtion of soclal conditions. The use of symbol, damning and
powerful, gave hia a weapon vnegualled in the world of‘brinte With his
cericatures he castigated the trade and traffic in liquor. The repulgive,
destructive,Aimmoral neture of drink was novhere betier explicated than in
Grip'e cartoon "The Fellow You Can't 'Libel'", and equally effective were
Bengough's granhic suggestions for eradicating %hg evil (see cartoons §, Ty
end 10. His moral commentary was devastating, bringing down the wrath of
the heavens, implicating and condemning in the worthy bradition of a Hogarth or
Daumier.

To further streés the ethical nature of hig critieism, Bengough
often utilized Biblically.derived metaphoric and alleéoric gympols. Free
trade is brought t; the world by an angel who sweeps- awsy the foolish preten~
sions of men, and with the promise of earthly peace, friendship, and prosperitys

55

proclaiming that "God meant man to be a free trader.”

N

5 .
2230 We Bengough; "The Loose Screw", m.se Bengough Papers, Vol. IV,
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rsimilarljs Edﬁafd.Biakeg clad in the garb of & Hebrew prophet casts
the deadly viper of scandalousg inauvendo into the fire while the scheming
Tories cower in the backeround (see cartoon @Z)e Alexander Mackenzie and
the Grit cabinet take on the roles of Belshazzar and his thousand lords.
Ag they make merry around the table, drinking wine from golden cups, they
sneer at the handwriting on the wall. Although Maédonaldg and not God, is
éoing the writing, the message is prophetically clear: "Mene, HMen, Tekel,
U=Phargin." The days of the government are numbered., Mackenzie hag bsen
tried and found wanting as leader, and the kingdom shall be given.again to
the Conservatives56 (see cartoon 13)0

Bengough'ys didactic caricaturing, his moral criticism of social
conditions and political evenhs was both s whole hearted attemplt to identify and
expoge injugtices in Canadian 1ife, and simultaneously, an identification of
ebthicelly inspired social ends. In illustrating his desired ﬁoral goals, Ben-
gough's cartoong advanced certain methods that he fell would ensure the
realization of & just scciety, ways more implied than explicitly stated:
courges of political acbion, what platform to vote for snd whom to slect,
and vhat causes merited support.

Uneguivocally condemning the liquor traffic, for example, his cartoons
carried the mesé&ge that it must be eradicated -- and the sooner the better.
Similarly, physiognomically identifying Sir John A. Macdonald and Charles
Tupper as, on the whole undesiraﬁle, and Alexander Mockenzie and Wilfrid

Laurier as egpentially virtuous, Bengough's caricatures suggested that Canada,

56

For the orlginal version see, Daniel 5: 1~31,
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if led by the ILiberal party, would be merally superdor to what it was when
the Tories were in power.

ﬁis great popular appeal, however, cut across any party lines that
hig political cartooning might at times haye implicitly favoured. Indesd,
it wag his humourous and pointed wit, directed at both political parties,
and goclely in general, that attracted auvdiences to his lectures and sus~
teined their interest in his cartoons. Didactic preacher that he wag;

xlso ‘
BengoughVdrew audiences by the sheer novelty and srtistic skill of his
presentations. As the original Canadian "chalk taiker", his illustrated
and witly lectures had an immense appeal for people who had heard too many
mrgicians, phrenologists, and temperance speakersy: However; his novelty
and humour were not Bengoﬁgh's only drawing cardse Many viewers no doubt
shared his convictions, and, if they did not, his didactic but witty Pre=
sentations of social questionss; whiles it left thenm chuckling also gave them
food for thought. '

Egpecially in hig lecture swings throughout rural areas,.although
evident in cities ap well, Bengough's lessong touched the deep chords that
respnatsd with a moral earnestness commonly shared by meny mid-Victorian
(8nadians., Hard work, honesty, simplicity were the themes these people
valued -~ themes vhich were prevalent in Canadien evangelical Protestantism —-
end Bengough struck them constently. And at one level Bengough spoke to
the simplicity of those whom the hard working Leslie Graeme of Ralph Connor's
novel, Black Rock, symbolized.

I haeven't much of a creed «  « don't really know how much I believe.

But » ¢ o I do know thalt good is good, and bad is bad, and good an
bad are not the samea57

-
)7Rﬁ Connory Black Rock, (Toronto: New York: Fleming H. Revell Company,
1900) 5 poR9%.
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Bengough's cleverness bespoke & nind far from simple, yet obV1ously he shared a
strain of simple Diblicigm that seems to have underlain more of Canadian soclety
than mogt historiens to date have realized.
The elements of Bengough's skill as didactic critic seemp to have been his

ability to sense the critical centre of an event or personality, his commitment
J ¥

to a moral code widely enough shared to have made his judgments seem simple and
direct, and his skilful use of a Biblical imegery so familiasr smong his contem-
poraries. Bub the essence of his effectiveness was an srtigtic imaginatien bobth

subtle and powerful enough to invress these elements in an irresigtible gravhic

[UN S tE A

forme Taken altogetiwr; the regult was a mythicizing of the Cansdian scene that

at once freed his various andiences b iving shape to half-formed thoughts, but
= ¥

also bound them to hig worid the mors securely in the process.

B

Since ehrlcatl re, ag Dr, Iris arguesg-“is a psychologicel medium rather

3 o [RT] 8 s v
than a form of arthg5 Bengough's skill as a caricaturlist did not rest on his

ertistic merits alone, but affected every one who viewed hig cartoonss Combining

! 3

the psychological effect of his cartooas with his own desp moral fervour,
Bengough, like Hogaxth before him, "became a heavyweight opponent of wickedness
in genersgl! end in terms of late nineteenth and early twentieth century
Canadian society wasg, nob uolike Hagt, "the pictorial advocate, censor and

59 :
gtetesman of his age." Touching countless Capadiang with hig peinted wit

snd didactic ﬂrb, he aftpcbed eir perception of themselvesg, their society,

and shove all, thelr conception of the entire political process.

A% 4
C2

Kris, Psvchoanalytiec Explorations:; pe197.

9 s - ‘ : T e o R
5'L ow, Dritish Cartoonigtsy p.b; A.B. Paines; To.H. Fagh: Hig Period and
Hig Pictures, (Glouster imss, Learson Publishing 6004 1964) 5 2e523s




CHAPYIER TTI

BEHGOUGH! S CRITIQUE OF CANADIAY POLITICAL MORALITY

John Wilson Bengough's didactic appeals, in sketch, lecture and verse,

reached poople throughout the covntry. As a caricaturigt he defined standerds

-

of political morality and,judged sctors appearing on the public gtage. As poet,
hig verge touched the emobions of a vathos aporeciative reading public. As
lecturer, his humourous nomigtic presentations trought him face to face with
countless Canatiang frow all walks of life. So succesgsful was he in describing

mnjust practices, and the golutions to pressing contemporasry rproblems, that,

editor of the Melhodist Marazine snd Review put i, "his quips and cranks,

.

&
or

ag the

——d

his vit and wisdom, hold hig auditore ep with a spell."
Believing in the morally suasive power of law, Bengough postulated that
governments werse responsible for providing ethiéal guldelines for gocial actli-
vity and; as a result,; he was especislly concerned with the quality of political
life. Although he continually stressed the non-jpartisan naturé of hig political
comaentarieg; Bengough did take party and personal sides on election issues,
seeking at all timeg to.suppor% those who he felt would be most like ely to ad-

vance the ethics he had at heart. "I'o he independent'', he reasoned, "it is nob

reguired or understood that a torturous path is to he followed with the object

TRGVe Welle Withrow, "An Artist of Righteou nen,: JW. Bengough, Canadian
Cartoonist end Humourous Poet', Methodist Macazine and Review 46 (September 1897):
207,
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D

of favouring each party alternatively."” Practical considerations demanded that
he cagt his influence behind specific political parties or politicians, and hig

effectiveness ag a social rveformer can In parlt be appreciated by debermining how

his political endorsements compared to, or may have affected, Canadian election

.

results. For, in the words of historian D.D. Thelen, "the mosgt significant
criterion for any reformer is, in the end, his effectivensss.’

The election of 1874 "turned", as Peter Weive points oub, "on the

L

9

Pacific Scandal.”™ The result saw Macdonald's party defeated and Mackenzie and

the Grit's untarnished by charges of political corruption, form the new govern-

ment. The election of 187/ was foughlt on the issue of seandel; and was lost

&

and won on the realization of the immorality of government corruption.
The Reforn party's overvhelming vicltory, expressed in & seventy seatl

.

me.jority hovever; was nobt based on a gimila i} impressive popular vote. What
produced the Grit victory vas a popular voté of only 53.8 per cent, and as
Walte points out, "a swing of only 4.2 per cent from cne side to the other was
to produce an equally resounding victory for the Congervabives in 1878@“5 Thig
"yneomnitted vohe! wag sufficent to swing election results arouad, and this
vas the vote which recorded the country's moral indignation.

J.W, Bengough, in an era of ademant political party loyalty, appealed
especially %o t@e uncomnitted vobers. Judging igsues not merely on partisan
preferences, hig comment . ies carried a great weight. Bengough saw the 1874

election in termg of e crusade againgt evil. Political corruption was the sole

“Grip, Septeuber 13, 1873,

jD;Do Thelen, "Social Tensions and the Origins of Progressivism'", The
Journzl of American Hisvory 56 (Sepbember 1969-70): 341.

4‘Pc Pthe Connda. 1874-1896: Arduous Destiny, (Toronto: McClelland and
Stewart Litde, - 1); Ds 204

)
7 Ihid.
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igsue. The Tory party, with "Sir John A." aﬁ the helm, was the sole culpribs.
It was not a question of politicanl expediency or traditionai perty menoewrTings
of Tories versus Reformers cor Macdonald versus Mockenzie, but a question of morsl
rectitude, and Bengough juwmped into the fray with all the moral fervour of his
caricature art.

His cartoon '"Canada's Laocoon"6 early dramatiged the ethical quandry of
‘the Tory party. Like the ancisent priest of Greek mythology, Macdonalid and Hugh
Allan struggle unsuccessfully against the two serpents of Ygcandal! and "investi~
gation". The struggle, as in the legend; ig fruitless. The moral odds are
overvhelming, The ethics of the situation; Bengough argued, were clear enough.
The issue was bribery, and governments that accepted bribss had lost the lagt
vegtige of morslity, and could not be trusted to rule. "We in Canada'i,
Bengough thundered, ref@rriﬁg directly to Meedonsld; '"seem btc have lost all idea
of justice; honor end integr;tyn"7 _

Piéturing a defensive yet arrogant Macdonald in conversation with a
Mackenzie who literally cozes righteous indignation, Bengough further under-
lined the morality of the situation. "I admit I took the money and bribed the
electors with it," Macdonald esserts, "is there anything wroung abhout that?"
It was bad enough to have the prime minister admit to unethical conducht. But,
for him not to realize that this conduct was immoral, made the situation unfor-
givable, Only a change of leadership could remedy the deplorable sthtate of
eventse

Bengough's didactic criticism was directed at those nebulous uncommitted

O6rip, Tuly 19, 1973,

7Thq”g§;}, September 26, 1873, as cited in J.W. Bengough, Grip, Sept.

27, 1873,
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votersy whose ballots could swing elections from one party to aﬁotﬁe*e The
result was celebrated in his famous cartoon showing James Beatly. editor of
the Congervative paper, The Leeder, wandering through the graveyard of' the
Tory party. HMecdonuld himself, popular megtermind of Confederation, fell

victinm to Bengough's scorching attack, and very nearly lost his personal

eléctoral cenbesth; mainteining his Darlvanentary geady by the slim margin of

7w

gseventeen votes.

The Grit's had ridden into power on the swell of a voling minoriiy
who were disgusted with ul immoral conduct of the previoug administration,
The Reform parbty had won office hecause the Tories had proven themselves

incapable adminigirgtors of the public trust. Great care,; Bengough cautionsd,

had to be ftaken to engure that they +the Grits did not follow in the tarnished

footsteps of their nolorious predecessorg. Pelitical honesty, above all else,

By 1878, althovugh the Grit party had indeed kept their image untar-
nished, they had not accomplished much else. A party divided by Letelliler's
antics in Quebec, aduitting its insbility to solvé the depressién of the late
1870's, end headed by a man too concerned with his role as Minister of Public

Works to lead with any semblence of authority, the Liberal pariy fell to the

combined onslaught of political piecnics; Macdonald eloguence; and "hard times".

Indeed, the Tories swept the vhole cownbry, winning 124 seats to the Grit's

sixty-iour, So complete wag the rout, that only in the province of New Brunswick,

were the Liberals able to win a majority.
Mackenziey; bitterly surorised at the outcome; complained that the

Canadian elesctorate had given up honest government, and had returned to the

8Gr;£§ H Vomber 8y 1874

ey,
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30
highest office in the land the most unscrupulous politician in the country.
"Canadé“g ha pfotested, "doeas not care for ripgid adherence to principle in
the government. T administered her affairs with a more scrupulous regard to

economy and justice than I would shew in my own affairg but one who ghamefully
s

and shenelessly abused the trust has been preferred before me."

The Conservative party had taen the summer of 1878 to “talk-up" their

o

protectionist arguments, and the Netional Policy was a recurrent theme of
ceuntless Tory picnics. The Grits had no practical program with which to
counter,; and the resulting ambiguousg and at timeg ridiculous statements which

jssued from both gides, led Brngough to comment on the absurdity of the economic
i &

gquestione.

lat Politician: You know you shoul Free Trade, you do,
© +ho keep yourself in place.

2nd Politician: You shout Protection to gebt in, which
doss you much disgrace.

lgt Politician: A vile Starvetionist you are; end

: would the land consune.

2nd Politician: You're a Taxationist, and would tax
window, house; and roome

Ist Politicisn: Deliver us, I pray from folks
who do intend ag you.

Grip: Delivery us from both, and bring some honest

fellows, 53910

The election of 1878, ag far es Bengough was concerned, wag one iun which
there was no real igsue, and although he favoured HMackenzie hecause of hig
comuitment to principlés of political honesty; Bengough actually took no sides.
Instead, he gent his "wit-tipped arrows" into both camps, castigating Mecdonald

for his grandiose, unfulfillable promises; and rebuking lckenzie for not fully

9P¢AGG,, Mackenzie Papers, Mackenzie to Charles Black; QOct. 28; 1872 5
&5 cited in P. Waite, Arduous Destiny, pe91

1Q§£l£, Septembar 7, 1878,



81
entering the political fray.

In his cartoon "The Great Political Conjurer", Bengough made his only
real attack on Macdonald's questionable campaign tactics. labelling him ag
"Professor John A, the Wizard"; Benough proceeded to criticize Macdenald's
practice of promiging everything from high tariffs to low prices, depending
of course on the audience present.

H LSir thn? profegses to be able to perform all the standard tricks

of the sleight of hand businegs; besides many never before attempted .
or even thousit of by anybody in the profession of state~craft. His
Prograin embraces o o o the vell=Inmowm hat-trick, in which the professor
takes an empty hat, and by merely giving it & shake, fills it to
overflowing with promises which he distributes Indiscriminately through-
ot the aundisnce to merchants, manufacturers, millers, farmers, ghip-—
builders, coal owners, etc. etc. Thess promises are produced without
the slightest trouble, and the supply can be kept up to an indefinite
€>.,f.4bez11‘,s,H

Similerly; Bengough rebuked Mackenzie, not for false campaign vromises;

= @

-

but for his refusel to meet the Tory challengs head on with a viable policy of
hig own. The Grip cartoon of August 10, 1878, illustrates an adamant Mackenzie
turning awsy from the political arena and the Tory challenge, taking his most
able followers with him. Mackenzie, Grip was later to rusfully note, did not
possess even the slightest savvy of & prachical politican. When the time came
for action:

He was gitbing « o » like a clerk; slaving, I may say,; as he always would

do, when it would have been better for the perty had he been seeing people

and wining, dining and poking bartenders in the ribg, jovially, like

John A ‘

*12
Bengough's participation in the election campaign wag not baged on the

endorsenent of any political party. Although CGrip predicted a Mackenzie
victorys; in the next ilssue, Bengough cheerfully acknovledged his mistalke.
The cartoon of September 21, 1878, shows Macdonald, the “clean sweep' broon

1.8

of victory in hand, admonishing Bengough for his mistaken prediction. And

T
Griv, Avgust 3, 1878,

120rin, April 3, 1880,
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84,
Bengough replies in the words of the raven: "I'l1l retire from the Prophecy

13

business after this."

Lacking any real issue, Bengough's 1878 election commentaries were
confined to criticiZzing only the occagional follies of either parly or leader,
and, in the main, his elec on comments were equally divided betwsen botl
camps. For éx&mple, Grip satirized the partisan rarty preseg in its pre-—
election column, "The Campaign Glorious Outloock A1l ‘'round!",.

From the Globe: Ontario, Sept. 4 -~ A careful
canvaess of this electoral division
convinceg that the Government
will be sustained by an overs -,
whelming majority. W€ have failed

- to discover a single individual
- that will vote for the Tories.
Keep the ball rolling.

From the M2il: Ontario, Sept. 4 = The Grits are
' alresdy ag good ag gquelchéd in
this province., Toe noust sanguine,
and rabid one amongst them doesn't
presuze to expect any of their
wretehed candidates to be electedej/
. a4

With no emotional issue to supportg Dengough held back from the full

ga

ethical fury of his pen, and wes cont ent merely to comment on the vague
generalities of vhau, ideologically,; was a non-electlon, Although he did not
support the Tory palty, neither ¢id he fully endorge the Grits dnd, ag a result,k
hig commentaries had little direct influence on the vobing publice ihile
Mackenzie still epitomized honegt politics, his obvious inabiliby to lead,

made even the more odious by "hard times'" sgwung the belance tovards the

Tories, who; although they did not possess a guiltless record, at least

offered a congtructive program for dealing with pressing econcmic problens,

L)

and e man well~lmown for his leadership sbility. In an election with no

a
“Grin, September 21, 1878,

1¢g£ig, September 7, 1878,
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ethical issue involved, Bengough stood on the sidelines.

The election of 1882, won by a Congervative party riding the crest of
a wave of genersl progperity, excited 1ittle comment from Bengoughe The
paucity of ethical issuesy the chviously pathetic attenpts by Edward Blaké,
heir epparent to the Liberal leadership; to decide upon & viable economic
platform and the resulting lack of policy debate, did not create the emotiocnal
or ethicsl material for Bengough’s pehs

Bengough, on the whole; gtayed preity well away from the enbire can-
reign; and only the introduction of the song "Ontario, Ontario! at an impor-
tant Liberal rally in Toronto really brought his nang, elbeit indirectiyw into

prominence. No one really new just who the author wag; althouvgh: oonujqr

\
suggestions identified him as Bengough. The lively, ludicrous lyrics,
pomevimes verglog on the prejudiced; were 8t a later date firmly attributed
to himy and though, in his Globe column, "HMotley: topics grave and gay", he
denied the authorship of the anti-French comments in the song: "I did not
write such o 1line',; he never disavowed hinmgelf of the credit for the general
authorehip,

The election; as Bengough saw it; should have been fought over econo-
mic problems on the platforms of protection versus free trade., As it turned
oubs however, Blake waffled and waivered, committing himself as often to the
Tory position as stating the Grit party Lline; and Bengough soon determined
that,; on the economic issue at least, Bleke could provide no new angwerg or
challengese15 Bengough could hardly advocate one party over the other. The
Grip cartoon of June 17, entitled "Head or Tail', appearing a mere three days

before the contest, aptly sumied up Bengough's election commentary. Blake and

1)‘ ge Bengough's cartoon "Miss Canads Vaccinated" in Grip,; February 25,
Iy,

1882, on ihﬂ following

P e

B YN



e

2

AN

b h g b RC

Sarurpay, 25tn Frunrvant, 1882,

iP.

eI

G

i

Yor. tr2 RicurrextH, No. 15,

Y

j
]

5

111.3

NATED.

T

C

NADA VAC

MISS CA

A—AH, MAD
5

wm
o

Rt

I

MADAM,

ND FATALL V!

e

{;
~.
=, Sr
sy \/\.,JR
e O
Q T
o Sy
N aslly
N L7
< B¢
Al ] ~

N1

SPL
h g
4
irrg

ING
THOUGH 1T \WOULD

DT IDN

LD YOU DO.

“ Sz
<
=~

ey

joal
w —
— s o
.rl:bE iy
[l

~

- -
=B
- -
e

ND \WHAT WQU

svreNTYY N

5. 1.LOQO!

AT QUACK AND TAl

£

E—YE

N,

Bl

Jous
MISS TH

¥
»

Mss Cavabs—F

Du.
1l




cn
9
a)

‘bedonzld toss a coin into the air, the outcome ceems to be uncertsin, yet

Macdonald hes the deck gtacked in his favour. The Gerrymander Act of 1882

16

vrovides the basis for Macdonald's tricky call: "Heads I Win; Tails You Logel"
Evern in an election which invoked no ethical questiong, Bengough could not

resist & culting remark aboul lacdonald's politicel principles. Yet, in

-

1882, as four yvears previously, the lack of emotional ethical issues kept

Bengough once again out of the thick of things.

o

~3
=
)
o
]
@D
0
pa s

tion of 18?7, called in the aftermath of the Riel agitation,
with the country appearing legs cohesive than it bad twenty years previously,
wags; like the three electiong previously, characterized by the consplcuoug
absence of a concrebe ilssue. Although digcontent over the nabional policy was
welling up both in the Maritimes, where ¥ielding continued his perennial
saceseionigt agitations, and the ywest, wheré Manitoba farmers were raising a
clamorous din againgt the failings of the Canadian Pacific Railwey,; bthe Lib al
party apparently had neilther uhc ability nor the inclination to take the fight
to the Conservatives.

- BEdward Blake, as Grit leader, unsuccessfully attempted to present his
party as an sliernative government,; and took up the Tory appeals to the manu-
facturers. In his Januarv Malvern speech, and in subsequent orations,; he
gtated that the Liberal party would not abolish the tariff but merely revige

.

ity despite pronouncements to the contrary by the Grit's financial ELTET Uy
Sir Richard Cartwright. Unwilling to tackle the Riel question, and half-
heartedly éCquiescing in a Tory held economic platform, neither the Liberals
or Blake hit upon any real election issue.

Bengough gave up on Blake. Although originally in favour of the

intelligent and principled, though highly erratic lawyer, Bengough could take

Grg‘p Jure 17, 1882,
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Bleke's eternsl wsivering end indecision no longer. Hspecially criticiging
Blake's decision to adopt Tory econcmic policy, Bengough caustically attecked
the well-meaning bulb politically naive Liberal lszader. Poritraying hinm es a
chameleon which periodically chenged from "protection" to "free trade' colours

BV

Bengough graphically swmmarized the bewilderment of the electorate.

©

Portraying Blake as a sword swallower, talking in the Hational Policy, Bengough
J & b : ~HMYS
, 8

\ . . . : 1
wondered why Blake wouldn't pick up the prohibitican platform instsad. Jut

pverheps his most damming portrayal of Blake was found in the Grip cartoon of

In the cartoon "A VWant of Confidence"; the burbling, well-intentiocned
Blake tries to entice the manufacturerfs voite with the sweels of tariff

protection. "Yeg my dear', he soothingly stvates, "I wortt hurt you; in fect I

o

couldntt if I wanted to! Come give me vour vobe, and you can have the candy.”
o 2 .

this positicn wan further illustratzd in Bengough's comment

4]

on the cartoon. Teking the Tories escononmic policy bto task, he also cynically
noted that only Blake's high opinion of himself cou¢a save hlm from Macdonald's

ginse

The CGoverannent is relying entirely upon the Fational Policy to carry the
present electlion, and if Mr. Blake can convinee the high tariff advocates
and thoge manufacturers who are benefited thereby, that a Reform victory
doegs nob necegsarily mean a return to a tariff for revenue only, he will
"at one fell blow! degtroy the hopzs of the Cabinebs « « « Ire. Blaks,
modest though he mus L be, must have the consciousness that he is a much
bettor boy than Sir John, and would make a much more capable rulela19

¥
o

7Grlo Febrvary 19, 1887, "The Chemeleon; or; what's his fiscal color?V
BNl et 4 /¥ b $ ?
16 i .

Grip, February 5, 1887.

19, .
“Grip, January 29, 1887,
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Although the election of 1887 was nob fought over one concrete national
issue; local questions did assume a high proainence, and in Ontario at least,; the
moot issue was & moral one. The 1887 electién in Onterioc, was,; as Douglas 0.
Baldwin argues,; "certainly a contest of principles ¢ o o with Liberels on e high
nmorsl platform simply because the Conservatives seemed particularly corrupt and

e e e s 20 o . :
inefficient " And the focus of the moral issgue wag'f

o

inencial. To whom did

exhorbitant profits fall, and why? Which politicians found the rough voad of

campaigning greased by & little cold hard cash?

The Carlelton Place Herald, susmed up this ethieal approsch:

4 oL

In a8 nutshell the issus ia ihis election is betwsen public integrity and
official dishonor. « « o The boodlers, the railwey charter grabbers, the
colonization land appropristors should be dismissed and public 1life
purified.91

Similerly, Grip argued that financizl questions were at root, ethical in nature:
"the peoplec must cagh their voteg upon the issue of boodle and anti~boodle", and
Bengough's cartoon of February ?29'”The Protected Manmufacturer! left no doubt in
the minds of the viewers as to just who the chummy culprits creating communal
woes were. Macdonald and the fat menufacturer; each supporting the asctivities
of the other were at the basis of all financial immorality; the menufacturer
growing rich at the expense of the common weal and the Tory party, prospering
and implementing a onrotectionist tréde policy,; benefitting from the finsncial
eiekback .

1886 also sow the pictorial arrivel of a familisr villain of the
political scene ~- Sir Charles Tuppsr; as served up by Bengough's graphics
of the burly, pearshaped Maritimer, soon became synonymous with moral corruptiocna
The real power in the Tory party Bengough feared, wag not the now ailing "Sir

John A." but that harbinger of evil == Tupper. Selzing upon the rumour that

20 -
De0. Bu]lene Political end Social Behaviour in Ontario, 1879-1891: A

Quantitetive Avoroach. PheD. thesis,; unpublished, York University, 1973, p.228.

21 . : . . .
Carleton Place MMerold, February 23, 1887, as cited in D.0. Bslduin,
Folitienl and nl Behavionr, p.233.
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Tuppsr would take over immediately following & Tory victory, Bengough viewed

the fubtuwre with trepidation, and hig apprehension sdded a sharper edge to

his already damning caricatbure.
For Sir John Macdonald there is a universal feeling of chivalrous elbtachment
throughout the Conservative ranks, but it is quile different as respects the

burly Nova Scotien, whose political record is bad, and who lacks the personal
qualities which have made Sir John what he is@p?

. This double-barrelled attack levelled against ;he unethical practices

of political financing, and the speclre of the evil Tupper, was led and en-
couraged by JeWs Bengough, who graphically and verbally, in his paper Grip, con-
tinually stressed the immorality of the Tory party. This attack, while it did
not lead to the defest of the Coaservative party; did much to increase the margin
of the Grita' Ontario vote. Both the Methodist and the Presbyterian vote,
traditionally split between the parties; now wvent gtrongly to the Liberals.

Whether or not the moral conscience of the Methodists was touched by
the didactic nature of Bengough's appealss it moved in the same measure and
és D.0. Baldwin notes, "strong Methodist sub-districts « o . did change their
_allegiance",zB and to the Liberal party.

And, just as impressive was the ghift in the Presbyterisn vote. Tradi-
tionally anivi-Romish in their stand, FTesbyterian areas did not support Macdonald
who hanged Riel, but went Liberal even more strongly than ever they bad before.
Again, as Bsldwin suggesﬁsy the influence for the change was the emotional appeal
of moral issues. |

Bengough, at his inspiring best when ethical questions vere involved,
influenced this morally oriented Ontario vote shift. In an election in which

national issues did not exigt, his portrait of Blake as a bumbling although well-

2?&;13, Febrvary 5, 1887.

ZBDeOe Baldwin, Political and Social Behaviour, p.241.
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intentioned politician, did the Grit cause more harm than good. However, his

moral lndignslion, his portraits of the evil Tupper and the money worshipping

fer)

Sir John, helped to arouse the Ontario public to a new political swareness,
political swarsness founded deep in their religiovs heritage; and reflected
in their political hehaviour.
The election of 1891, it ig most generally agreed amongst Canadian
historiesns, was won by Macdonald on the loyalty issue. Craig Brown writes:
there were two,; ostensibly, lwo issues in the election of 1891: trade
relations with the United States and loyalty to Dominion; Crown,; and
Enpire. ¢« « « And in the finel analysis, there was bul one issue,
loyalty. '
Similarly, Paul Stevens notes:
there were two bagic issues in Ontario, the question of trade with the
United States, and the loyelty cry « . o the battle was fought and
logt on the lattere. :
And Peter Waite, guoting J.V. Ellis, Liberal M.P, for St. John agrees: "the
. : s s Ry
main thing was the loyalty cry.'
The Liberal party, now under the leadership of an urbane and eloguent
Wilfrid Laurier, edroitly modified their earlier platform of commercial union
with the United States; and argued for unrestricted reciprocity. The prevailing
discontent with the oubcome of the National Policy plus the innuendos of gscandal,
linking the Minister of Public Works, Hector Langevin, to the type of corruption
so prevalent in Mercier's regime; which precticslly nullified the electioneering
effectiveness of Mecdonald's Quebec lieutenant, gave the Grit cause an excellent
opportunity to wrest the reigns of government from a psrty which had almost he-

come a national institubtion. Macdonald,; astubte politician that he was, did not

wish to fight the battle on the platform of trade relations. Indeed, the Tory

24 . . . N e
‘Brown and Stevens, as cited in D.0. Baldwin, Political and Social Be-
haviours; p.246; Waite, Arduous Degbiny, pe225.
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party had instigated secrel reciprocity discussions with the Americans,
discussions that, if exposed during the campaign, would help the Grit
cause to no small degree.
Instead, seizing on the "faux pas" of one Edward Farrer; a writer
for the Globe, Macdonald exposed Farrer's arguments, which,; while presumably
for unrestricted reciprocity, could become an econonic¢ plan by which the
United States could force Canada into commercial union. Accusing Farrer,
and by implication, all Liberals of conspiracy with the Yankees, Macdonald
turned a rather thorny trede~oriented campaign into & heady, emotional cry
for Canadian indepsndence and the British connechbion.
Ag for me, my course is clear. A British subject I was born, a
Britigh subject I will die. With my ubmost effort, with my latest
breath, will I oppose the 'veiled treason' which aitempts with
sordld means and hercepary proffers to lure our people from their
allegience925 |
This was Macdonald's manifesto, and this became the issue of the campaign.
Bengough did not buy Macdonald's political manoeuv_ring. The loyalty
issue he declared; was a red herring, a "nauseous mixture of cant and impu-
q f1 ?6 . - t RS T
dence's " calculated to turn the voter's attentions awey from the real issue —
reciprocity or protection,
In his Grip cartoons of February and March,1891, Bengough caustically
illustrated Macdoneld's underhanded tactics. "The 'Loyalty' Gag", sums up,
ags no words can, the Tory campaign. While the burly Tupper holds the voter;

laden with the ball and chain of bad debts, Foster stuffs "the old flag!" into

the elector's mouth. As this scenario tekes place; a sly, wizzened John A,

or
“5Sir John A, Macdonald, as cited in W.L. Morton, The Einsdom of Canada,

second edition, (Toronto: M¢:Clelland and Stewart, 1969), p:380.

.-)/
“Grip, February 28, 1891.

vy
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parades in the background; cerrying a placerd which explains the real reagon
behind»the "loyalty geg':

'Loyalty' covers a mulbitude of McGreevys,

Rykerts, Combines, Red Parlors, Extravagances,

Jobs Pauper lages,; and Farm Mortgages‘27
And the dotal ludicrousness of the whole situation is aptly swamed up in "It1l
xrent as well ag thoulh Macddnald and Mowat, animals of tobtally different poli-
tical glripes,; both mouth the catch-all dry: "A Bribtish subject I was born and
e British subject T will die,ne0

Agide from Macdonald'!s patent politicel dishonesgty, the real issue,
Bengough emphsgized, wag that of trede: unrestricted recioprocity agaiunst the
.Natianal Policy. The National Pelicys; he argued was the "baby!" of mercenary
monopolists,; in cahoots with a Tory party which was fed by fheir pecuniary cone
' tributions. The real loyalty,. as Bengough explained; was not to the British
comnnection, but tc the grasping mercenary monopolist. VWhy else; he asked would
the Tory par%y seek trade with the far off UWest Indieg,; when the best customer
for Canadiasn goods wasg just next door?29
Reciprocity, Bengough asserted; was theionly answer to Canada's financial

problems. Not only was free trade divinely ordained, but, Bengough argved (and
with a prophetic logic that foretold the branch-plant imperialism of the early
twentieth century) free trade would not Jead to commercial and political union
with the United Stateso' On the'contrary, it would ensure the developnent of a

strong, viable,; self-sufficient Canadian economy, thereby lessening dependence

< Grip, February 28, 1891, -
QSQriag March 7, 1891,

ngriD, January 10, 1891,
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on the neighbour to the gouth, and ensuring Cansdisn chances for independent
survival on the Horth American continent. ”Reciproci?y", he wrote,; "not only
doeg not mean annexation, but it is the only thing that cen save us from vlti-
mate political union with the United Statese"3

Ag well as reciprocity, Bengough championed; as always, the cause of
politicel morality. The contest, as he saw it, was batween the corrups Tory
party and a revitalized Grit marty,; led by a men who exemplified all the finest
gualities. JTaurier, Bengough ssserted;

is manifestly a Christian gentleman, permeated through and through with
;he begt gort of Britbish Liberalism631

The Torieg; on the other hand, were vile and tarnished with the talnu of scan-
dal « And their leader was hardly the example of virtue.

"Are they the purest; the wisest and the best men in our midst,; or are

they the authorg and abettors of nearly all the scandals our public

1ife hag known in recen® years?
Bengough asked., The answer was .obvious.

As Par ag Bengough wes concerned, the election was & contest betweer
& poarty exemplifying the highest formg of political virtue and upholding the
divine ordinance of free trade, and a party epltomlslnc all that wag evil and
corrupt in Canadian political life. His choice for the highegt office in the
land was self~evident.

The Tory wvictory, éhgineered by the emotional effect of their catch-
all loyalty slogans,; was nof a resounding one. The Conservatives only managed
& twenty-seven seat majority in the House; and took a minoribty of geats in
Ontario and Quebec. In Ontario, the Liberals augnented their 1887 vote by

gix thousand, the Conservatives only by two thousand, and rural Ontario

electors, denizens of small villages and farns, returned an overwhelming Liberal

30

Grip, February 28, 1891.

9 -
’TGriQ, November R; 1889,

NPeR——
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' 32
majority. The urban areagy; in contraght,; went for Macdonald,

The ethical appeals made by Bengough would have houched home most
readily in the farming districts of Canada's central ﬁrovincee The rural
areag,; losing their rootless wandering populationgy so comaon in the middle
nineteenth century, to the lure of the cities, became the repository of
traditional velues = ethical constructs which strgssed private and public
morality. As such, the sppeal of Bengough wes both immediate and forceful.
The e¢vil corvupt Tory mschine of Bengough's pen never had a chance against
the "Christian gentlemsn', And, strange as it may seem; Protestant rural
Onterio was won to the gupport of the urbane Catholic Laurier.

e A ghort six wesks after the April opening of Parliament, the unre-

fon

pentent and elderly Macdom 1d suffered a final severe stroke. Thurgday,

May 29, langevin announced the news to the House. All activity ceased. On
Saturday, June 6, 1891, the architect of Confederation died.

Ganadian public life faltered,; halted, and ceased. An entire nation
seemed to know only too well the debt it owmed to its dynamic,; resourceful,
and popular leader. Grip, speaking for a mube and grieving people realized

Macdonald's unforgettable contributions to the country that he, above every-

one elges had falthereds

On the dey that Sir John,; with trembling steps retired from the House of
Commensg never again to enter its portals; the Dominion of Canada arrived
at the turning point -in its history. I'rom the date of Confederation
dowmn to that day, with but a momentary interruption, Sir John Macdonald
wag the abgolube sutocraft of our destiny. Whatever we are to-day as a
people politically he made use33

32Do 0. Beldwin, Political and Social Behaviour, p.R240.

33&}:%3: June 13, 1891,
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Bengough buried the hatchet of the years. All Meedonald's political
sins were forgiven, only the richnesg and vigour of his leadership was remen~
bered. Although seemingly addressed to the Conservative party, the Grip car-
toon of June 13, 1891, "The Enpty Saddle", perhaps Bengough's finest, expressed
in gtark simplicity the sorrow of a whole psople. HNo other Cansdian work of
‘art so eloquently captures the heart-wrenching grief of o nation in mourning.
And Bangough's poem,; carried in the same lssue, gave verbal expression to the
sentiment of the disbelieving and leaderlegs countbry.
And he is dead; they say!
The words confuse and mock the general ear —-

What! can there be House and Mewbers here
And no John A?

"2k
An era hed indeed ended, end a new wag just about to begin.

The Conserﬁative vartys never again the same withoult Macdonald,; went
from one crisis to anobher, sinking ever lower in terms of effective govern-
ment. Finally, in desperation at Bowell's total mismanagement,; the Cabinet
revolted and, in January of 1896, seven members left the party caucus. A
disunited Tory varty, under the leadership of a hastily gummoned Tupper
went to the people although gtill in the morass of the Manitoba School
Question that was neither solved nor even clearly identified by the complex
and unwieldy "Remedield Bill', In regponge to the coercive policy expressed
in Tupper's approach to the school guegtion and the perennially important
isgue of the tariff, the Laurier Grits adopted a policy of conciliation and
tariff reform. Pushing for a gtable tariff and trade policy; the Liberal
varty abendoned their criesg for free trade and won a narrow, thirty seatb,

election victory. A new era; as Bengough graphically proclaimed had indeced

begun@35

3%&&2mem'B;18%a

Bégighg; June 24, 1896,
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Jo We Bengough saw the elsctlion in terms of conciliatlon versus
cosrcion, clericael interference in state affairs versus an isonomic civil
policy, rampant protectionism, versus an enlightened tariff policy, which
even though 1t did not promise free trade was at leasgt cloger bo that pogition
then anything the Conservatives proposed. Now cartooning for the Globe, he
identified himself sclidly with the Liberal party, for- it seemed nore con-

©

genial to his goals twhan did the Tories, and hig caricatures praised Laurier
. s s e . . 36
in Biblicel allegory, emphagizing his upright virtucus character.

Linldng Laurier with the equally just Mowatv, Bengough's call for

toed Ry s ¥ 0 .

"Taurier, Mowat and Viebtory" stood in stark contrast to the rapscailion
Tupper znd his egually ragged cronie,; Fosbter. Tupprer now became the chameleon;,
spreading contradictory themes in different parts of the ceountry. Tuppsr wes
the bully, champlon of coercion; Laurier was the concillistor, champloa of
political virtue and honesty.

The same theme was relterated by Bengough in the election campaign

of 1900, Making Tupper, Fogter and the Tory party appear both fooligh and

ridiculoug in juxtaposition to an upright, slmost venerated ILavrier, Bengough

~

pictured the contest in the context of the two leaders involved. Both in 1896
end 1900, the choice, as Bengough saw it was between the scheming Tupper and
the righteous Laurier,

As Macdonald's death vshered out an era of Caradian political history,
go did it turn a chapier in Bengough's role ag political critic and watchdog
of the public conscience. With the final issue of Grip, early in 1894, Ben-
gough took & pogition as cartoonist for the Globe. HNow he was able to throw
his considerable weight into the political fray totally onto the side of the

virtuous Leurier.

4
O 5 . a4 -
2O61obe, Aoril 17, 1896, and July 14, 18%. ,

[PV



. rlhone, Nay 5, 1896

S Conye

(AR

the (%0

Var Oiice

vinly af the
Al om-
owlner dog-

Attt 2y

. Thicre

fo The TN Madt (i

D ntiack, bal
(B¢

Miatatelea have

The weledwowre rooming

s tt{an,
Arall 22.—-The officars of
miitia have subinitted
v jorelipe for the fors
it battery (0 provecd
i the supe

~ revoll of the Matabeley,

INAREEN )
woveel by tha Autopsy —
y L. nod,

teh tn The
. that the
fo Lifs death, Haven d»
e wid
L odrank a
vwhhrh pro-

investhation in-
Meath of 3
BRSNS ITN 3 M

o thn efler
U oshues (o pulurnd caten
Gttt f b, The
fhat Lin dleath was tse
W of nppexy,

FRANCE,

Faure Ias Ace
ry's. Heolguation—

R “p.A-."ll--\ that
e e

Uthe po-

rhid s

ERUTEN
Bt
ot furm

prelEy Gt .

sl !

the Caues of

Ty cave Thief thed

daeed - Db Tune g Uemmont on

Farttor,

At} 2T
ateh frean &
Crartestot,deps
vhoty e (e Ly et
stecthat the Vernezudlan boummlary
dlepate hag pasced o dangerous stage,

1y

N

NN asa e A
Promtaviiian Mot i aed: e

o aadnm

NS

FUDDP R R Say, xm!‘d; hafore swae an teslh
couptc o the @l y-loaking " olivka?
FOST R - Yen  they naahtn'l be e
vepechabnlily of our appenanes,
Co H

PN e ve s o are neaspering) 1 fer wegotlati

[ o e

st bl oo thiy

e e aes

1w Kot | !

At R e i e R o
sthew t torrelnnin: "‘I nepotiatlons

Aeped jetler or cntry oul 1tg {hreat to g |
o by resorl o war,
- In 1sn=an to dicve that AN at-
apt will noew be wminde 2o wyork ap

ment, declaritag the Ministers ta he to-
ppansihie for the * dishoner anffered by
Haly through King Merelin's haughty

'o subecvintions {o "the
lonn smoants to
0,009 Hros  (nbout  1259,000009).

he tolal publ
new Hwltan national

Gur poaition v straply that
ontler questions

are mattern? j

Poepees relurnnible July

AT
L+,

GRS
A2

Seaam,

A 48

Vs

H

e

lnxTOF'-C‘[

v AUD

RN
A
R

S

Yy

-
g - &

Y

SR

AN
)
M

3

by
rayd

£

T

6.\

SEY
T4

o

DA

ARALI

.

—~ ]

RN

Y
(]

Qv

SteHALL

IN EXTREMIS. S B
& country it woutldhe a fine thing {f we could get s

I good assupports, but they would add groatiy _to_ Ltho

500,63 008 Rres, Rome

o only whi the partles |

111

e e e

Precuritaliag o

oAbl

A Brief BEeaplte Girsnlei-
crelts Foo the Cablont
in Quobecy A Inlsn Lin

o .

. . oot .
Ottawn, & Aprll D2t
‘Beneral eledtbns nee By

2 Bon:n::

day. June 22
Ea or, or on Tuesiduy, t
Haprent will be prorogwy
Lhur at 8 a'eank w
» movniog, The

.

wo I Hanaent wili te

50 -ty the srtae day, 3
mend wny mads fn e

By Premier DDowell, g
atout the last otfie
will muke Lefore

will sucemab on Fifday

@ 0

menarsination of which b
victhin, and Sir Chayel
THet Priest of ahrgges
ceed ta the uflice of Firs
fnchiuntions wern sleawy
by hig having o leagz s
intersiew In one
Heunle with Rir Heclar
hero of the MceGryevy s
daly, who was foo badly
el for Rir Johe Than

"

of g

him to remaln In U
Chaplean witl nat enteg -
Lut 8ic Hector s quite
whitt hd has not got (o2
reptation. The talk of -
cownlng in and sw )i
Jirhed, for the pury
some jnfidental .
enlor the Liew (al
preacion that the
Inet can retiadn e
the Governiietit age G
contidend: In Quebee ax
the eliotons by (nlking
ty ol srIng R ol
tarte in place of 8ir A¢
el Rir Charlen Tug .
with. 81y Hectar Tanyg
furming hix "Cabin: N
etralts-the vover n:
Quebee,  The aply st
had frord Quelnee beft 1
cluration uf want ¢
sineerity or honesty, T
Fers, it Is nat Lelleved
Justies  Moeredith wing
structed  Minl=(ry, for
first, he wupold G
for the posreselan
wnd, secand, Mr,
Mr, Mentlague (AN
efface thetiselves as 2
from: Ontarly by bavia
from the hench andd
The porses-lun
Chilef Juathoo X
power o 3 rs. Has
Lagie setlle the guesty
Sir Adoiphie Caton waae
land ns High Commis
Charled Tugper, . ffotw
prolests Lo the contrat
Cthat' for hunseit In
Cvenl of toladie 5t e
Lest days (iv goae, &
self in svarch of 8 weas
trict,

L LIBPRAL GAINS

The Glote's Queles
stuted vetwntly in an
fosyit that the Liba
Bfteen-out of the tee
the Iuslilet of Quet
wmialihe; the 100 "
an enrrving ¥ aul of
etafs of that P,
akhe (Bl faTgvrl gal
af Montieal. Thaowv o
Gl fve, of the avven
of Moantreal, whese 'ty
wlentg asainst the G
it Mestrativh wn }al
The prctent Consens

o ror

tha Huuase oo Novy




Globe,

.
A
.t

; L .
[ )
s
- .
e e i
4 s

~of kR
PNty
/ g4 ¥
. . i

e

08

S aar oy bl

v .
A proete Yelersneh nts paalled fir
RN et e Toeis L peagite of

v b N Pre, whate,

cptieevn bosb by his fwiliy ade) Saten gy

T

Ly

¥ et
I

§

’; ‘,f\;‘

R AR AR
DA I
.‘{ e 2 A

T

et
IR Y e

-~
N

e TP,

o,

. ,
R Ko 4

T e e g
) P L 9 e %

s i N L i ]

o T, S Bt 1

: r,
A 4
X
. B
[ )
) é\

LTI IS T PR S 4 b I o

V3 e G T Wb e
Pl ooy bm oneell baviop 0 etied desa e
Prpn ogmt o yaten tn o fofal of hegr Weer wlholr dasees
A ke AMc e rsaitve capdtfaie D 0Taars L ibe Ty
I R B e S BRI Lt BB I R O D (LR ST P R
: e hane s e P A . aly. .

‘h, Lebwosnn (1 Abevnl wed fratraa Lbt . RY bt e

atal thin prasilaity setv d (Ao Lo}
- . Gf {hdr et von. ot )

’ . . o Joreen, ey F o6
Wiee, ool 1§58
Join Wotoopbry e B U

Yhaintton of Ve fotedin o

R TN T N R S T L R
gelebiented P gt gl
ey Bl
P,

AT ANNLES Dbyt

e, dele et g

Prayent
1.0

Lienbrme b i
C Frun
e el Ve Lirey,

Sernng

€' e T )
CE% P B T .
D S R LI N 4
Latices € - e t
a1y -

by <

of neo s - .

Bt Wher smop

.

yrerge -

LV R L .

[ U TR A o

Tuipesd (2 b

A Eyecors At gy . v
fatp Foresbipy ee o0 L
{te L-timel fray o ol
eywier iy beesy ki b, e

The hoalics wsje burie ) 7
Pand, .
N ey YT nes s, -

TURKIAY VAaNLE !

Histor e Totnioes Leellmd oo

st

Chw thy 8
. LG aie Db fted,

. Wiw Tord, June 272k ¢
Geag g2eh o The Joges ot s
Ay, e daocrera o
tave bmep $8finald
BoENery XAE cw “l g,

Wl

7
v,

BRSNS

trafis' g
. Bl LR b

- I hese were Rtuund the i
) . wsred | et v e
CHARMBORT AV R

* Tha

Fress (Ve cna
N ot Faca Tnekdont sy
L ernrneal g Areenn,

fanten, Jure It o-Yhe o
;8 hagtirrirsd st calprera
Roem fe- ritoedy findsca, oon
IEE RS SRTLAN AL FEARR AN o5 S
LN B PSR RS T HAA LRPE VRN R

File. st whao W Loow iyt T
Ceyrinn platdab ypieesie ¢

T e e EERRIRY
s Caftery oon v
articlh Uiy the arveat
Pomy (he FpLUEh e Rt S
Tiem, wh At fhe P« B
of eLg e Td B3 latovistn
~ maniog 4 el frem B
YV=2a sl!l*‘mi AL} oy K oe b7

v e te e -y

g ~te Limt.opler ¥io

Lettanet g ol e Ao
t

Bow berr By wnloon.,

rax pind o

thr W0 s sarace o f the o oo
fazacay wal wlregnrd o=t
Lettte e of Ihe thoverge
- ) - - : N - ']'J v
d M i - e - . 1 . . .
: : ' . /‘rvcﬂ iy T e N 1 e Newa v -~
e - d)‘!.{;;_-,(y \(@$ A . b s
: Chre & . .
- N, L e hn fle matgeet of Yereara
R Wb ipe f tY A Fptin
N ) - DR Y g et e s Ul oo e s
3 - s - —— .
Tt - P ’ Jt tan wr vy He R0
R S . ’ i AN U
' l n e vt [
¥ y Lo [FRENTN v .
Iy A : ’ e ) L. SfRrre arisc s Y
Lo Il H TR Frre .4 s ¢
+ 31 Al\; ‘\i ~ ("’\.:)l'l * gt e Fer gl Yew gt
’ ) ESSE B S IS A vt e s
. ~ " Grevn Whate efe Dot
36 e g Y ovin tesd g of e ‘ rotx allven (i msurual® B lov Y el e PR U e
. i B Y : 1o Yl
4 -t [ IR I |
: i Y 1 b
- ., . . e
s % .
“ i
ek K f
. N *
e .

HEZL A SV

that .-




’ -
H PRy
] Yoo
; N ‘ .
(IS TR - e Ga

LA e of (he Bhinl

Cilaw flmnd,

¥ Chartee Veaguon
o Praimtaagh
H N EE T -
Bl daelue e TUHD wild

2L the Monae of Come

Wil fu-Triaw say

the wealtlh of e

autipg {o

s it has Ly his
St po g

Jowivn €724

BB RET - enntinugttan
oo

iter tinn uf 1,4

gteatie d te obiaiiiies in

AOA
g 1 oy oy,
poat Liverisal jun 1V and

Hy biant

PR TRLT]

cateprvee ¢ O fead ba the
taoeinaebos o dn thd foilews
b trae Sellow of hia cols
=l ther §loyal
Hunt w

L npa

s et Bopenad
et et podiieal
¥ Lo nature,

wtely peeitved

r reate in connecijon
e :] ')lll's'.. )

THID COBdMLIONS,

3 Mo Use in Invedlizating
e Cnedtonyg ad
a Degurdine tho Trarovieel

ay el the  Jlouse of
Hon,  Waltey
toar) of Aurt-
T gqite=ttonn by Ay
L ltherall vatd that no

abl e painod by adoprting
sl the Crprating Governs
vofrapetial commiev,on be

Maoxt : jornme af

Lo inguie fntu the ex'st-)

PANDORIA 3N U
o tet wee Bl way clent

L pr o,

et nf My Laleeachere, Mr,

Secre(ary of e {21 {he
et Lo Ly unan the

e e

-t

taosetious wl

B, Lee bt
Cwhite e ow
yoand e
ransvaal fo reg
Lot Nt MM
a0 ues ton by
UV LN, By .
A hiadd o ne ne

R e had
BRIV TS I

ir fe-1 Weni 1o o
Dinopee ) e
i

e ey Pateed (e v

DPrepatictions

peees g ki insteadof tidmn: Wi fnta cus. | )
nvasg)l tenly, Bluce Lis ativat for the murdey
cseunht] of the Phnh, Bezn has “Lerg atew
Jiacatne | guestianed by tho jodlcbel agthorit]
nti At
Ho-§ thely of hix own aceord, anddin the :
b that the presence.of| Interesty of his people, o whom he "newspaper annoubees (bt the Fhah
e T, " ~ . . - . ..

Fhed Lo Govrien
bih:an te the ¢

(S i Freared b tL

CONCTHE RUNG - o o .

o THLE GIANRNTS AND THE PIGMIRS, ., : .

- € m - .
TR - N O s SO 2 AR ret B2kt e a7

oits LU Gt o old i Ui DL Qu Wir af araioliar Lo g
33 oo 00 Conatantitcup!e aboul stolen fram zhope p tha siclpiy of (he

st oy gunl e Lollee sore ) haak, Al attempt wate Gapie Ny
(hat sy ware gware 6f B recont rec " plichl to oot fhee Jowiell qrrarter, bt
tarn {0 Feheran, but they retl that  the Jews were prepared s el A thete
Bry thousrhit bl oo seented) ol cons, propertyiund orove the mnl o whn
tratel Dheoielves WG mierely walehs Pyvothoyg of sy . The Shah hus fors
Ten the ddoxing of the  shopr n
STebierany, | L )
:)'I Carstuntinep! Muy 4.--The fewe.
spapers here  were -guthorized Lo, ane
notnce (e deulbe of the ¥haty of Prer-
fn, hut whtheul elatlog the cause, Ope

v

¢ he profesped to hnce acted

oy - .

g

Eaiiettisy

Ty
i

TTERAS
o
e
C it

T
e
~, '/’
Gt
-

2o, S

Ot

X~y
R

AR)
et

- T
T

e e

110
i
i

The Cotrvontion !
ected,

Anti Repse.
i the sl apal
Couwtaworth,

g Jfoblal

Lo Ceneeninttve pan
Dt R tarte Dart pighd of
T e and fradepesh
ooof the iy, Tl

Aty wr the ward pesor i

2 peler {0 deioraten

oLl whoahi {d tu deas
dute fur Duat Toroni.
v e at thisQxpecting fa v
I e polithen of I8 o
Laps U may he ek
Leuttts of the ol B
The cuuss of the Lros
pott whicls Ay Mieees
bave in fhart
LY, A e Loy ef &%
the phibay e 240 wing
of his voly g that gae-:
lgve muade .o seeirt o
ovnatlon o prevent kg ¢
o Zecute the nomnfnsilen
nuti-renpediatis ¢ Trat
Cthe Intentinag of the g
and the Dmparciality sf
Cetd Whn nmle flatn Ias:
foreviult oof pxperfeaesd ¢
Whay of the party, on ©
thig main Lady of the w
tives; wen, varly iast ¢
wmecling place-fo 3 G
the corneyd ol Quern

pirest. Liefore }restier
Mr. Cuasl=worih's fruoae
the reats In the hall we
Conservetives whe paol
the hegintting thut they -
worth nivi. 'rosels
whantl h"ebhutd to re
the cftddul by putt
{he doors esiracted 1o
G e (0 ALY ane Wagel
eard, 1t was however
the Flable  duot alter -
been stelen e CGief o
in_making difthoalt Un
paiszant alliers as tien, I
S Nevile, wlo, touss
at § w'elos ki, fiund' t
sercfen uf the enen
cluten o the purty
e i vnan the peatl
prevned Hke a furlorn
fancttited (oo Jas e
tetrftory, - Uron the

Prestdent Taunhiy) ozt
aver the meeliing ) B
worth, ex-\ P AL L
H, iy boen, W, 130N
Kaune, ALY Daviey an
otlier lights of lea .
forees crovaled
frr qae!
a  ¢orblbhiog ~E
Msare. Hamlly mmst o
their vyes. At (Fede v
il Mro Wabhara A
seemed (v cuntemnrpdat
with rvat :
the
tiol neady
arsocintien memlers”
eloted to bie tuemnter
ment ol the Juemter
Wl was b
ure. Moo Wy ah
That he waart) e nat
fadt shoutd e elenisd
fnnt netntaes of the

| QM

oprapositean wrad g
Wote puthica il s
oo te A e
Stuinper uf that geestn
ente Intd whorg Caoes
feehing. o
1L MEITIN
My Arn ctreng s
ruling of (e Prees
At wie e atedd
At ahien b e
1 P




112
Yet, with the Liberal party's ascent to power and with Macdonald gone

and the divided Conservatives in oppositions no longer did Bengough have any
persisbent ebhical imperative to warn the Ganadian public of the dengers of
Tory rule. Alsoy upright and honest though he was, Laurier,; pressed by the

. necegsitiens of his coneiliatory policies, was bound at times to fail to live

up to Bengough's exacting moral prescriptions. Bengough wag faced with a seemingly

&
unresolvable dileims. How was he to castigate the only political perity which

he firmly believed could provide the necessery moral Jeadership for Canada,

and yebt, could he ignore their misdeneanors and thus compromise hig beliefs?
'Anu salthough to the credit of his principles; he graphically sccolded the Liberal
leader for failing to measure up to his moral standards; Bengough's political
qartoons drawm aféer the turn of the century began to lose some of their former
fervour and sting. And, thig, no doubt, contributed to the general emotional
mellowing ol Cenada's electoral passionse -

Although Bengough'!s political commentaries on federal politics lost
much of their cubtting effect after the election which was to usher in "Canada's
Century', his activity in the Toronto political arena, both ag commentator and
later as alderman, kept his ethical strictures as alive as ever. "Reformers",

ag DeDe Thelen writes, Yorerate in their hometowns. . « . and it is in their

37

hometowns that they shculd be studied." Certainly Bengough's involvement in
municipal politics sheds.further light on the nature of his appeal and politicsl
effectiveness.

Bengough s didactics greatly affected the Toronto political scene.

Toronto,; after all, had been his bage of operations throughout his career

37

DeDe Thelen, "Social Tensions"s; pae3471.
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and Grip had not left it untouched. Its pages had criticized city hall
corruption; Bengough had exposed particular politiCal.candidatcs, the most
famous being his sﬁpport of William Howland for Mayor in the election of
1886, and had appealed for a sglution to the hygienic problemsg of the nev
and growing metropolis. And, throwinghis hat into the political ring in

1904; his career as alderman in 1907; 1908 and 1909, capped a long interest

Iater nineteenth century Toronto was beginning to feel fthe effects

S
. . , . . 37 o s
of its rapid growth. As wealth and prosperity increased, and Y"doing King

Ey

4

Street" became an expression of fashionable activity, so in geometric pro-
portion, did poverty grow, and the squalid slums of St. John's Ward and
Corktowm stood in stark centrast to the tree lined elegance of Spadins,
Rloor, and Jarvig. The burgeoning population and the unforeseeable exnlosion

. 1 vigs ' .
of the city Llimits” led to conditions that were, at the best of times, un-~

?

hygienic. A waber system designed for a city half the size; chaotic and

totally unsatbisfactory sewage and wasbte disposal,; inadequate lnowledge and

apoplication of the minimel standards of preventive medicine, congrired to

Lty

.

create in the oven of a summer's hest,; & situation which was unasegthetic st
which

best, andfheld the ever present danger of cholera or typhoid.
Iate nineteenth century Toronto, in the words of a contemporary, was

a mixture of the new, the old, and the decrepit:

37In 1885, the total assessment, with all the inaccurecies that it entailed,
gtood at an impressive $68,905,470. Often the assessment figure was much lower than
the actual property value for many citizens commonly lowered their eveluvation in
order to avoid paying higher taxes. (D. Morton, Mayor Howland: Citizens Candidate,
(Toronto: Haklerts 1973)s De3o

38Toronto expanded from 6,771 acres in 1880, to 10,528 in 1887; and in
population, frem 75;110 in 1880, to 104,;276 in 1885,
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-

LTorontqj had many fine public bulldings, stores and theatres. Stables
vere numercus, since transportaftion was all by horses. . . « Sheam was
used to propel many beautiful boats and trains in and out of the city.
¢«» There were few paved streets, and many of the roads were macadan
end the sidewsnlks were mainly of board planks. Although there wvere a
few arc electric lights, most streets were 1it by gas lights and nmost
homes by oil lamps. There.was a great lack of knowledge of hygiene butb
numerous coloured cards on doors warned people to stay away from houses
vhere somebody had geavlet fever, diptheria or smallpox. A guard
usually valked up and down in front of the latbter. !aiy houses had
backhouses from which huge barrels were removed regularly and loaded on
vagong for an unknown destination; and these drays. as they passed, left
a stench that lingered. Perhaps the swarme of flies that were common in
those days enjoyed the odor. Public drinking cups were comaon in the
parks; nilk wes delivered in bulk in the wmiddle of the night by wmilkmen
who powred it into pitchers placed outside. Sometimes, the numerous
cats got it firstes.. Toronto used to dunp its raw sewage into the bay,
but get its drinking weter from the lake, The pips from the lske came
through the bay; and when it broke, sewage got into the tap waterssg
Je Wo Bengough, as early as 1884, pointed out both the severity of the

health problem, and suggested a method for its solution. Crip ran an illustra-

.

ted article discucszing the "foolt of Yonge Stré;t“g referring
Slip as a "cesspool', and calling on the city council to remedy the situation,
vhich was & menace to public health. City Hali., 48 Dengough agserted,
definitely had an ethical responsibility to the citizens of Toronto. Both the
mayor and council; as electéd representatives of the public interest, had a duty

to safeguard the common weal. The bay sewage had to be cleaned up.

It would be bad enough if we were securing our drinking water fron the
northern lakes, but the strongest stomach must turn when we reflect thatb

ell thig disgusting gstuff ig being vomited into the bay and must conbtam-
inate the water that supplies our household tavs. If e depubation of the

4
us they would be doing just what is now being done most effectivelyv. Grip
selzes the Mayor by the coat collar and holds hin over the stench meta-
phorically. If this vere done literally with the whole box and dice of
the city fathers they might be made to exhibit a little zeal in abating
this abominable nuisanceo40

3 A e T . .
'gHarold N. Sheppard, An Account of My Life, unpublished personal memoirs,
pages 34 and 46. Mr. H.N, Sheppard grew up in Toronto in the 1€90's; and later
served as head of the Department of History at Jarvis Collegiate for twenty years.

.'" O . -
“Grin, August 30, 1884,
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By Augugt of 1885, the Yonge Street "cesspool" had become the "Yonge

41 ; - . . .
*" The horrorg of the Montreal smallpox epidemic were

Street Cholera Puddle’.
only too well known, and although Grip had charged the victorious meyoralty
candidate Alerander Manning (in Janusry of 1885) on his ascent to office with
the dubty of cleaning up Toronto's waterfront and drinking water, nothing, charact-
erigtically,; had been done. This obvious breach of official responsibility for
the public welfare, added to Grip's exposure of & pubiic works scandal in which
rotten blocks were used by a favoured contractor to pave College Street; at
congiderable expense to taxpayers; set the gstage for the ethical appeals of
the William Howland election campasign.

The Toronto mayoralty race of 1886, between the vncuﬂbenb Tory Alexander
Menning and the politically independent William Howland. early took on all the
characterigbics of a moral crusadeaéz Manning, a self-made business contractor,
a well known anti~temperance man, popularly identified as the richest man in
Toronto, supported by the powerful Conservative party, wes challenged by the
young, religiously inclined, teetotelling philanthropist, William Howlend.

Long past the fiery radicalism of his Ganada Firgt menifestos,
Howland had sebtled doun to a life of social service: & former wealthy insurance
company pregident, onetime pregident of the Toronto Board of Trade; and spokesman
for the Ontario Manufactwrer's Association, Howland was & founding member of the

Chrigtian Missi

4QFor a detailed account of Howland's mayorallty campaigng, see Desmong

Morton's little book, Meyor Howland: Citizen's Candidate, (Toronto: Halkert Ltd.,
1973), Morton gives a lively chronological account of the various campaigns, but
hig agsertions of status snxiety reform are in the mgin unproven., Thisg failing
ney have been remedied or indeed,; the argument may never heve been attemptes, had
Worton congidered in detail the ideological platform of the mayor whose first act
upon: entering office was Go erecl his notto, "Except the Lord Keep the City, the
Watchman Walketh in vain,"

onary Union. Involved in work with the slum dwellers of St. John's
Y .
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Vard, the Mercer Reformatéry for Yomen, the Mimico Boy's School, and the
Temperence Electorel Union, he had secured a popular image as a Godly,

goodly mon. With no exnerience in municipal politics, his campuign logically
became an ethical one. "Let us keep the c¢ity with the character of an honour-
able city; a God fearing city", he thundered to a packed election meeting,

"and T would rather see 1t thus than the greatest and richest city in the

o
onbinent .

Bengough, impressed with Howland's personal qualities, enthusiastic

£

about hig platform of temperance, law enforcement, and his promise- to imple-

iz

ment needed programs to clean up the Toronto waterfront; espscially pleaged
with hig noliticel independence and non-psrtisan stand, jumped into the
election fray, throwing his considerable influence on Howland's side. If

Howland was to be elscted, Bengough promised,; Toronto could look forward to

tere 3

good, efficient, honest leadership. With ihe election of Howland, Bengough

~

prophesied,

Torento is iikely to have the right kind of a Chief Magistrate for 1886 -
an honest, unright gentleman, above the suspicion of partisenship and
scherning and an earnest advecate of all that will advance the city's

honor and prognerity. Mr. Woll. Howland will be in all respects a credit
to the c¢ity, which is what Toronto camnot always say of her mayoreéj
L, A.{.

On the other side of the coins; Grip predicted; Manning's mayoralty,
baged ag it was on his personality defects, of which the psrt ownership of a
brevery wag just one, would lead to poor and dishonest city mansgement.

Selfishmess is the preat ruling power in the humen heart, and in many
ingbances self crouds oub evervthing elgse. It is hard to hlame poor
human noture severely Tor erring in this regard, as the failing is so
natural. A man is moulded by his surroundings and his interests. And
thig ig just vhy Grip believes that Mr. Maruing cannot be as good and
efficient a wayor for Toronto as Mr. Howlando/5,
+

ABQLQQ§, Decenber 2, 18864 as cited in D. Morton, Mayor Howland, p.20.

)
“4§£i2, December 12, 1885

hb

4 Q0L
(8850
;

Qxi), Janusry 2
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Bengough made the issue crystal clear. On the one hand there was the

honest,; upright, God-~fearing Howlsnd. On the other hand, there was the

o

oorrupiién tainted, irresponsible Manning. Manning had failed in his duty

to the electorate. He had not kept the public weal at heart., le had not
instigated any hygienic or ethical reform. In fact, Manning had even failed
to enforce the Jaws slresdy in existence, allowing unscrupulous contractors
to steal city funds, allowing unlicensed saloons to lure innocent labourcrs
to their doom,; and failing to c¢lean up the crime wave (sandbagging) which had

struek with the advance of summer. "iaming", Bengough editorialized;

can lay no cleim fto being & man of moral earnestness in hips office; snd
ag the results to the ciby are much the same, whether the cause be
-

% corruption or carelessness, il ig high time to have a change. YThe
strings hang looge", of a truth! Pick up your nmorning parver and read
the evidence of this in burglaries, sandbaggings, rotten block-paving,
beb tail-car accidents; waterworks tungling, siclmess from bad sanitary
arrengenents, etc.. etc. Les ug have & myor for 1886 who cares sone-

thing for the city as for himselfalé

The fault with Manning was that he was not "hig brother's keeper'. He was
careless, gloppy, and tainted with corruption, for he cared only for himself.
This was immoral in any man, in a politician it was doubly so, and could not
be tolerated.

The issue vas ethicale. There wag to be no compromise, And, the oub-
come wes never to be doubted. Howland, Bengough argued, was so sﬁfaightmform
ward, that even his election cempaign was conducted honestly and without the
unscrupulous trickes so common to the period. This unheard-~of phenomena nerely
emphasgized the degirability of Howland's meyoralty.

The fight for the meyoralty is growing warm, though there is a nolable
difference in the methods of the candidates. Mr. Howland, as becoming
an upright Christian gentleman, fights his battles fairly and manfully,
using tenmperate language and confining hinself to facts. Mr. Manning

conducts his canvass by the unscrupulous use of all the customary clap-
trap of the ingrained professional ward politicianoz7
13

4
43&;;39 December 19, 1885.

Aﬁgﬂgmmmmmﬁ%,1§$a

PP



118
PiCbOTlBllvy Manning was the gleeping, uninterested politicisn. A1l
he cared for was himself. While he slept; the 1awles§ of the city cavorted.
Unlicensed whiskey mongers, thieves, muggers, crooked contractorg, all made a
mockery of justice and the respongibility of governments. "The Strings Hang
Looge"; Grip's front page statedég What vas needed vas a man who would tighlen
the eivic controls and cradicate the attendant evils., Willien Howland, as
Bengough asserted; wag that men. Theécchoice wag obvious, gelf-interest or
public responsibility, and Torontos by a margin of 1718 votes, agreed with
Bengough and gave the nod to the municipal “"Christian gentleman',
. Always involved in municipal political life, not only as cartoonist,
but also as a director of the Toronto Exhibition, auditor for the Canadian Pesce
and Arbitration Society, vice~president of People's Forum, and pregident of the
Toronto Singie Tax Assodation in the 1890'g, and yel, never as an elected revre-
sentative of the »ublic interest. Bengough decided to enter the arensz of muni-
cipal politics and, in December of 1906, contested a seat for alderman in Toronto's

Word Three. Iis social critiques and personal involvement were already well

known, and immediately after his guccessful campsign,; the Globe, speaking for

popular interest in his aldermenic career noteds
Among the new members of the Aldermenic Board JoWe Bengouch has already

made a nane for hims 1f in other fieldg; and hisg work among the practical
details of municipal edminigtration will be watched with 1nborbbte/9
'3

Hould a man whose viglon far exceeded the limits of pragmatically bound politi-

ciens become bogged doun in the pedantic affairs of everyday administrative

activity? The Globe, &nd with it, the citizens of Toronto, "watched with interest!.

48, . . § oo .
“Grip, Saturday, December 19, 1885, See following carboon.

49 -
*“Globe, Januvary 2, 1907.
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Bengough waated no time in serving notice that be was determined to
advance his programg of gociael reforms From his election to the Board of
Directoré for the Victoria Industrial School (a position he held for three
vears) on the first day of council business, to his resolutions calling for
a gingle tax scheme in Toronto, Bengough followed the dictates of hig moral

gocial conscience, often at the political expens of his proposals,.

o
&

By the end of February 1907, Bengough had intrcduced three nieces of

legiglation directed et improving social condidions. The first wae designed

to enable homzowmers to realize & respite from excessive home inprovement

taxeg, because these taxes, as Bengough argued, unjustly aroropriated the

vadue of honest labour. His attempt took the form of a proposed applicstion

to the legislature of-Ontario to allow the City of Toreato to inbroduce a by-law
"exempbing dwelling-houses from taxation to the extent of 3700 of their assessed

. s I . " o s . ,
vals. The second wag an amendnent to the liguor license act which proposed

the posgibility of rgduci ng the number of licenses in the cilty. The third was
concerned with the ﬁelfare of tenaﬁts, and was a direct attack upon those land-
lorda; who, out of motive of profit, encouraged humen habitebion in unfit
swrroundings. The by-law number 4329 was to be amended, declared Bengough,
g0 a8 1o provide a means of compelling lendlords and owners of howeg to
keen the sase in 2 vroper and reasonable state of retﬁlr, with a view

to the protection of tenents from suffering in cold, wet and irncienmeant
veather
i 951

All three of these early legiglative vropogals Ugot lost! in the rad taps of

compitiee procedurss and none even ever came 1o.& vobes

The leggon was not lost on Bengough, and he goon acquired the dexterity

50, .. . , . o . . ~
Hin 103 of Procoedineg of the Council of the Corvoration of the City of
Toronto ~ 190 (lOTOJBO: The Carsuwell Co.y; Lid., 1302), sub-section 162, February
25, Clbx thJ Arcnwves, City of TOTOhLOe :

a
I oo .
Minutes of Troceedinss of the Council of the Cornoration of the City of
aranto e ‘HQ[ (anwabﬂ‘ o CarsusLl Coey Lbtde, 1908), sub-section Tub, rebe 2Dy
City lsll Archives, City of Toronboe.
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and politicel gense necessary to a nore succegsi{ul promotion of hig programg.
Allying himgelf with Aldermsn J. Hale, & men whoum the Globe had recommended L3
to voters ag "one of the new men whoge election would be a satigfaction to all
S .. . . . Y USRI
citizens who desire honest clean civic government';” Bengough soon found hine-
self mart of a smell, mutable and undefined group of like-minded men who
together supported various social reforns in a council more interested in

obther matters.

Beongough's gecond attaclk on the liguor licenses was betber prepsred and

had the support of Aldermen Hale; who seconded Bengough's mobion. He proposad
that the,

ommigsioners refugse to entertain anmy application for
in any public amusenent parx of the City of Torontoe53

Following & loLg and drawn out fight, the mobion,; after amendment by alderman
Hchide and Wilson which added the words "not heretofore been granted a license" o
wes carrieds. The_pa iticel novice had learned to play the game., what he had ,
to asccept, however, wag that the idealism of his legislative resolubtions would
never be fully realized. Often his proposals wouid be so amended and altered,
that they remained merely shadows of their former gelves.

Bengough took up & wide variety of causes; 2ll generally falling under
the catch-8ll phrase of "social reform'. He championed his pet peeve of
senitery reform and insisfed that the City Engineer be compelled to report oa

the feagibility of a Trunk Sewer to end "the present method of Depogiting

. ! . . . . . . .
sewage in the Bay“e5P This resclution, primarily becauge it did not call for

imnedicte action passed esgily, but his demands for the establishiment of super-

52 . q |
Globe, December 21, 1506, o

5 ’ y
)BMinutes of Proceedinrgs of the Council of the Corporation of the City of
Toronto «~ 7907, (Toronto: The Corsvell Co. Ltd.; 1905), sub-section 257, April 8.

City Hell Archives, City of Toronto.

-
)élhigag sub-section 369, June 24.
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vised city pleygroundss his eappeal for standards defining snd controlling the
gquality of milk sold in Toronmto, snd his call for city council to study the
it P31 raanlta of +i PN . A , IS, 3 J

practical results of the systen of taxing land values now in operation" in
Augtralia and Hew Zealand, the single tax system, were turned down,

Hig idealist visions and honesty wvere recégnized by his colleagues;
and following his second vichory in "|90856 Bengougﬁ wvas elected a member of
the Herbor Trust and eppointed to head a special commitiee to invesgtigate
irregularities in the Department of the Commigsioner of Parkg, with instructions
to organize and direct another committee to control end mansge the City Parks
System during the investigation. Although pre-occupied with these regspongi~
bilitieg; Bengough stilil managed.to help secure the further reduction of
liquor licensess; and to continue his unsuccessful campaipgn for a gingle tax
approach to the collection of municipal resvenue.

By his third successful contest; in the election of 1909, Bengough had
become popularly knowmn as an aggressive municipal reformer. In his nomination

)

addregs of the previous year he had "favoured the power by-law, the establishment
of a filtration plant, betbter disposal of sewage, the building of viaducts if
possible at the expense of the f&llﬂ&th and the making of civic~administered

playgrounds,“)

55£blds; gub-gection 521, October 28,

v

)6Bengoughfg victory in 1907 was followed by equally solid returns in
1908 and 1909, The vote for Vard 3 of those years for the three elected alder-
men wass

1907 1908 ' 1909
Ge Geary ~ 2,718 Bengough -~ 2,583 Bredin - 2,989
Bengough = 2,3u6 Je Bredin -~ 2,155 Rengough - 2,650
S. MeBride -~ 1,936 Se lMcBride = 2,136 C. Maguire -~ 2,408

see linubes of Proccedinga of the Council of the Cornoration of the City of Toronto,
for the years 1907; 1906; and 1909,

57: .obe; December 24, 1907
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Bengough fought for every csuse he felt was just.

His support of tho public owmership of hydro-electric power, for

in]

example, alongside others who included hig friénd and tvemperance colleagus
Controller F.S. Spence,. 0liver (the mayor of Toronto whose defeat of Heshith
in the election of 1907-08 wes heralded as & victory for justice and right),
and Adan Beck,; the cigar box manufacturer who had left the mayoralty of

London to become the director of the Whitney government's hydro-electric

pover coummigsion; was based on his concepbion of the public interest: hydro-
electric power es a privete nonovnoly. he argued, would not be wbilized for

the bhensfit of the common weal. DBengough's moral reasoning could nob sanchion
& profit-mobiveted company to dictate terms of such a beneficial and obviougly
God-given gource of social improvement as "white cocall,
practicel ingtance, he argued, where governments had a dubly to ensure the
-

egual benefits of Godig creatvion to all men. Governments vere to assist the

popular weal. Ta complete agreement W1Eh Bengoupgh, fAdam Beck sgserted:

I ¢do not undergtand that any revelation has ever been made from Heaven 1o
the effect that a democratic government comnits an unverdonable sin when

it assists in the egtablishne nt of a great and necessary oublic work for

the well being of the people of whose interests it ig the trugte 9.50

mmhgffe1%@tmm?Bmgmghaﬂmdfmwmdrmmhmdgal%weof
abgence from ¢lty council. Dsvarting from Toronto in late March, he travellied
to the continent of Australiz - New Zealand, to present what becane an extremely
ponular lecture tour. On his return, Bengcugh never again re-entered active
politics. Although he had fought hard for his social programs he had enjoyed
only & modicun of success, and his real interest did not lie in the daily round

o

of pedantic aduinigbretive activity, His was the gelf asgerted duly of judse

g -
7°kdzn Bee) i, alfter R.C. Brown and Re. Cook, C%nada 1896-1921: A Hation
Trqﬁt;w“mﬁﬂ, (Toronto: MeClelland and Stewsrt Litdey, 1974), De100.




and prophet; ﬁhe often Irustrating réle of practical politician held 1ittle
lasgting avpsal for himo

Beaﬁough wag, above all, a man who gtirred, pricked, and even creatled
the public consecience., His btalent for the pathetic phrase; the glorious
challénge, the devastalting caricature wag too turbulent, too'passionate and
enotionel to be restrained 1 the detailed particulars of everyday political
declsion-making. Bengough's real worth lay in his lndepenuent pogition oub-

gide the political srena., In hig non-pertisan stance he could help keen
public men honest; he could fulfill his self-realized duty of The Vwatchdog of
the public interest", he could preach the values he fell were necessary for &
society that needed refora. In terms of his political contribution to concrete

A

social reforms,; Bengough's record shows hig limited success. Apsrt from

w

reduction in the numbers of liguor Llicenses in Toronto, his real sccompnlighment

Bengough vag unable

of high ideals in politics
In polit ic the guestion seldom arises to do the ideal right. The best
FA =
that is generally to be expected; is to attaln a certain object, and for
ge H H
the “ccoaolzshmgat of this object, meny things have to be done yhich are
quegtionable, and meny things have to be gubmitited to which, if rigorously
investigated, could not be spproved of°59

Bengough continually gtredsed the primery necessity of moral commitment. BEvery

politician had & responsibility to the electorate, a God~ordained dulby which
held certain quite clear requirements to care for and protect the public weal.

The politician, Bengough continually asserted, was '"hig brother's keeper'; and

p
)9Tat rier, ag cited in R.C, Brown and R, Cool, Canada 1896~1921:

Netion Transformed, (Toronto: McClelland and Sbtevart, 1974),; peb.
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thug was bound ﬁé act in the interests of justice, honesty, equality, and truth.
The Canadian political scene, identified ag it was- with corruptiony; uwnscrupulous
canpaipn tactics and rampant partisanship had to be changed, to allow public nmen
to follow the dictetes of a Christian conscience.

Bengough's expregsed purpose was to identify'and advance Christian prin-
ciples of gocial activity, hoping, while identifying unjust social practices, to
ingtill the ethical values necegsary for the reform of society. Bengough's con=
cern with the quality of human relationships; with the welfare of all men; vhat-
ever their gocial standing; his championship of ethical principles of volitical
activity; his stress upon the divinely ordained duty of all men to work for the
common wesal; all arose from his interpretation of a vocational Christian ethic.
His gpplication of thig ethic to the social problems of hig day; corrupt politi-—
cal prectices; unfeeling and uncaring governments, gelf-geeking business activity,
and the physicel and gpiritual poverty of the labouring masses, led Bengough %o

his damning and didactic political and social comentaries.

"It iz the men who have a fubure,; and who know what that future is,

that can give that future to o&hers”,éo the Canadian Bantigt noted; and Bengough
had a vision of an ideal Canadian society and his politicsl and social actbivity
was directed towards réalizing that Visibne

Through +he medium of his drawing, writing and spesking, his great
enthusiasm and moralizing lessons gave that vision to others. His didactic
comentaries epitomised his gingle-minded devobtion to his Christian princigles,
and his cartoons perfectly illustrated Roberﬁ Harris! advice to all artists:

Never forgel that there is 8 noble side to nearly evervthing and never be

content with a mean ideal. Jeek always to gsee and render the essential
characterigtic -tru‘bhpé1

60 . .
Canadian Banbist, Aupust 3, 18862,

61 .

obert Harris, as cited in M. Williamson; Roboert Herrigs pe.93.
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Bengough's whole cureer entailed the application of ethicel orinciples

to the problems of the dey; end those principles, whether expressed nis

icign, hig politicsl commentary, his support of movements such ss

the single tax, prohibition, and church reform,; were based on hig psrcepbion

of the moral values of Christienity. Indeed, & full understanding of Bengough's

gocial thought; what he thoughlt, why and how he criticized hig soclety, and what

he hoved to accomplish in his commentaries, can only be achisved through a de-
i i s

tailec apalysig of the Christian world _wview which enimated all hig thought.



CHAPIER IV

TTF PROTESTANT LTHIC: BENGOUGH'S SOCIAL THOUGHT EXFLAINED

John ¥Wilsgon Bengough's social commeutaries,; expressed in a wide renge of

©

o

pbhilcally inspired criticismsy; arose from Lanl commitment to Chrigtian prin-
ciples. His ce2lls for religioug toleration and brObherhoou, his demands for
politicsl honepty, end his criticism of contemporary Canadian bhusiness practice
were the applied ezpression of tﬁe tenets of éommunity; duty and service; con-

cepts vhich Beagough derived fwom his inlterpretation of a vocaticnal Christian

ethic,
The idea of & work ethic was an accepied mid-ninebeenth century Canadian
cultural norm thas unger]av gocial thought ranging from imperieligt naticonclism

to commercial theory, and from Protestant missionary fervour to posular literary
romancese? Painters éuch &8 Homer Watson and Daniel Fowler pictorially exnressed
the dignity of labour, and George Reid,; "the aclnovledged dean of Canadian &rtistsh,
whose genre ralntings of ploneer 1life gave artigbic conveyance to a growing
Canadien nationalisny; often portrayed the intrepid labouring pioneer, emphagizing”
thoge historic qualities of hard work which remained as the heroic legacy of a
nation newly borne

Other Canedians expressed similar senbiments in their veneration of

Thowas Carlyle. From J.W. Bengough, who illustrated a coyy of Carlyle's Sartor

.

Regertus, to George Munroe Gwant, principal of Queen's University; from Sir

IJ«or an informative,; albeit svecielized discussion of this gee Carl
Berger, The Senge of Power, (Toronto: University of Toronbto Press, 1970}, 1ppe221-223.

pogsim
JRCATARASI)

) .. . . .
Toronto Star, Februvary 24y 1947, From a clipping in the Ontario College

of Art A Ch‘VGrs 0aCole, lOPOﬂbOo
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George FarXkin, Inmperislist and educator to John McCrse, poet and professor
of medicine; from Stephen Leacock, author and political economist to Bligs
Carmen, Conada's mystical nature poet; mid-Victorien Canadian intellectuals
joined in expressing their adumiraltion for the ZEnglish Sage who ‘baught that
labour wag gpirituel gelf-fulfillment.

Similarly, later nineteenth century Canadian Protestent churches
traced their ideological roots to earlier agsertions of a vocational ethic
vhich had not only defined doctrine, but also justified their independent
existence. Fgerten Ryerson, for example; in one of hig numerous battles with
Bishop Strachzn, well illustrated the dignity'and desirability of toil,
arguing that Methodish preachers who, unlike their High Church counterpsrts,

had esarned their bread by the sweat of their brow, actually followed a

Methodist preachers do not value themgelves upon the wealth, virtue and

grandeur of their ancestry; neithsr do they consider their forrer osai-.

ration ag farmers, bubchers; cobblers, etc. an argument againsgt their
usefulness. They have learned that "Venerable"

precent employment
Apostles were cnecs fishericen, that a Milner could throw a shuttle and
¢ 3

ogs

3

that Hewton was n
And Protestant worshippers of various denominations united in singing hymns
of preise which enjoyed them to Ygo labour on' and to "work for the night is

cominga”é

The sentiments expressed in the lines of Anna Louisa Coughill's hymn,

2
“Ls cited in U.H. Elgee, The Social Teachings of the Canadian Churches,
(Toronto: The Ryerson Press,; 1964), DeR3e

ASee hymn. numbes 579 and 595 in The Book of Praise,; (Presbyterian)
(Oxford:s Oxford University Press, 1918), and hymm numbers 384 and 390 in The
Hymnery, (Toronto: The United Church Publishing House, 1930). Both hymas
were written in the later nineteenth cenbury, the first by Horatius Bonar
(1808.-1889), and the second by Anna Louisa Coughill (1836-1907).
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are en inbterpretation of a vocational epproach to Christian ethics which had
found its early origine in ideas expressed by Christian mystiés of the fourteenth
and fiftesnth centuries. For centuries following, various Frotestant thinkers,
building on interpretations sdvanced by Luther and Calvin,; repeatedly re-defined
aspects of the vocationsl ethic. John Wilson Bengough was one in a long line of
~such interpreters. Hig particular expression of a v&cational ethic was not only
the result of his own understanding of Scripture, bubt was also depsndent upon
both the climate of contemporary Canadian opinion{ and higborical  theclogical
antecedents in which men had searched the Seriptures and their immermost cone-
geiences in developing a Christisn vocational ethilce

Johu Wilson Bengough based the whole spectrum of his social thought on a-
‘single primary assertion that both acknowledged the role of God as creator and

“emphagized that many as His creation; was ever dependent upon Him, "The will of
God", he postulated, "ig back of 8ll, and from him all things comea"5 God not
only mece men and the world in which he lived, bubt also, in His benevolence; pro-’
vided the meang for man'g existence.

Since, ag Bengough argued,; God was buthvth? creator and the ulitimate
fulfiller of all man's needg; all human 1life act@vity was to follow His ordinences.
Men was created by God, he was given ali he needed by Him and, as guch, man vas
obliged to live by the lsws of God, laws which would énsure both the further
propsgation of man and ﬁhe continual glorification_of the One Creator. "God's
will", Bengough paraphrased,; "shall be done on earz".ho“6 From this basis,
Bengough further noted that nol only was man dependent upon God, but, alsgo

upon God's gift ~- nature. "The first essential to all that concerns the body

SJGMP Bengough, "The Gist of George"; me.s.; Bengough Papers, Vol. IV,

6J,W° Bengough, The Whole Hog Book; (Boston: American Free Trade League,
1908), pP.99.
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r
and soul of this world", he wrote; “is thal soul and body be kept bogether.
Bound by the limite of physical necessity, man had. to prepare nsture for his
subgistence. Without some activity of his own man could not survive, and it
vas that activity which Bengough isolated as the principle pursuit of menkind
-=- labour, '

\

While God gave the world ag a gift to man, a world which echoed His

splendors

« ¢ o bthis glocious temple, with dome of sterry sky,

And floor of greensward scented, and trees for nillars high;

And songe of birds for music,; and bleat of lambs for prayver.

And incense of gweel vapours uprising everywhere.8
He also ordained that men shouwld Ydress it and keep it'. Man, in the wisdom
of God's law was to £111 his physical needs by toile Man'g life activity wag
his lebour. Man wes a worker becouss God decreed him to be s0.

A man's worlk; however. Beng ugh arpgued, was much more than mere pre-
peration of nature for hig survivel. It vas also the means by which man came
to realize his Creator. In his work, man emulated God who was the greatest
and original "Craftsman', and in his performance of dlvvnely ordeined labour,
man entertained the presence of hig Maker. U"Toil', Bengough stated, "ig that
¢ ¢ s« by which the Soul of Man comes in touch with the world God hsg made: and

9

in that he makes things, he shows that he is a Son of God."

Labour was spiritual as well as physical,; the two could not be separated.

len, Bengough argued, needed both in equal quantity; the direction of life
activity wag not merely worldly., but heavenly ag well:

Man doess not live by bread alcne, nor need
Bread chiefly, for his is a living soul,
And his soul-hunger cries for the Idesl,

.

The dread on which it ijouo1o

8

Williom Briggs, 1595), pe18.

9J=He Bengough, "The Gist of Geovge'; m.s.; Bengough Papersg, Vol. IV,
10
William Brlggs, 1202) po132e

JWe Bengough, “"Restitution", Motley: Verses Grave and Gay, (Monlreal:

e Bensough; "The Apology of Bdwin Markham', In Mony Kevs, (Toronto:
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Toil was essentially religious, ordained as such by God, and directed
to his glory, and thus, labour was a form of worship, a means by which msn in
hig everyday activity, affirmed his realizstion of God., Properly engaged in,

labour satisfied both physical and spiritual needs; and, it was, as Bengough

poetically put it,

e ¢ 2 Q& gift of God

A humanizing power; a holy thing

Redemption for men's soul is in his craft

If he hag grece to vork g right. IHe mekes
Himgelf who truly, nobly makes his hone;

He shapag his soul iy v1n191v7 who carves

A cornersbone with Godly honsgty.

Labour! 'tis a religious sacrament

Yhateler it be tbdt' true, hosing a field,
Guiding & plow, writing a Lrue born poemn .
Ruling 2 nation high or holy each; :
If the tr'* Sﬂ?rlt but inforas tnc toll

Such labour ig not drudgery, bhutb prayer., .

ng
&
r

Arguing that God was directly involved in everyday life; Bengough noted

that men's labour wes essentially futile unless blessed by Him. "Redemption for
man'ts soulf—ua%] in his craft"; but only "if he had grace to work a_right.”

And, God's blessing was not given indiscriminately, but allowed only to those

who dutifully fulfilled His ordinances regarding work,

Lo

The essential point that nen must appreciate; Dengough argued, was thatv
man did not work primerily for himself but for God. A man's labour was; above

8ll, a service to his Maker. Bound by his dependence upon GoG, man could realize

.

His necegsary blessing oqu if he directed hig toil o the.divine glory.

However; to serve God, Bengough argusd, man mugt serve his neighbours.

12
"The only way in which we serve God", he wrote, "is by gerving our followmen."

f""

This is indeed the only way in which man could gain God's grace; "in blessing

M 1hia,

12 . . -
J.He Dengough, Chalk Telks, (Toronto: The Musson Bock Co. Lid.,; 1922),
D66,
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otherg we have blessed ourselves”a13 However, this service to humanity was not
done for the sake of mankind, nor for the glory of the individual himpelf, but
as a worghip or gservice to God. £4nd,; Bengcugh arrived at this sssertion by
building upon two theories which formed esgential kernels of his social vhought.

Since man wag made in God's image; he was charged, as arbiter; to do

God's work in the everyday world. Man's lebours were to be the metaphoric work
of Christ applied to the necegsity of ministering to the needs of menkind; needs
both spiritual and physical. This activity vas divinely ordained and arose,
of course, from man's necessary emilation of his Maker.

But threough my servents I must do my work;

Nows; take your loaves and fighes and go forth -

"Tis yours to feed: 'tis mine tc give :‘1_1103:'@&se““_r
Man found vnity with God.in the work of mission to mankind. JAnd, just
2g man wag bound to serve God, so was he bound to serve his fe}lowaanq Work,
gy ordained by God, entailed gocial obligstiong.

Thou art not thy brother's keeper?

At that angwer deeper,; deeper .
Glows the mark —- thou knowst thou art,15

rAlso, as men were charged by God to minister fo their fellows go ftoo did they

. realize a bond of unity in the Divine. As the term "Fatherhood of God" expressed
the kindred nature of man and God so did Bengough's call for the brotherhood of men
imply & common relétionship among men. Men vere related both in their origin and

spiritual natures. lken were enjoined to "mainbain the doctrine of the fatherhood of

God and the brotherhood of humanity” in a constant asctivity of service to esach other.1

1BJ,H; Bengough, "The Miracle", Motley, p.92.

Vpia,

15J,Wo Bengough; "The Doomed Ship",; Motley: pe30. -

16.

J.We Bengough, "Address From the Single Tawx Association to the Ministers
of the Christian Churches", The Social Reformer, (Toronto: June 1892).
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Man'g work was to daily exude brotherly sympathy. GConcern for the welfare of his
neighbours wag to precoiinate over individual self-interest, and eg in the parable
of the Good Samaritan, everycne was a men's brother,

Think of my brother! yea, but everyman
In perii is my brother; « s » 17

Work, in Bengough'sg ideologicel glructure was & ”call%ng", a. sacred necegsily of
1life, ordained by Gods und directed by His laws. Oervice was both the performauce
of man's duvly to the lLord and the activity in wvhich he worshipped his maker by
minigtering to the needs of mankind.

Further, as well as providing the means to physicel and spiritual goals,
work, ag Bengougn emp“asizedgalsq taught the virtues necessary for a happy and
purposeful life. Industry, diligence and sobriety were all valuves demanded by
wvork and through these, along wi%h the fulfillment of dutly, labour made the ¥full

-

. . .18 L . s . -
life! and the Pgreat mont, indeed,; in hig Comments on Carlvie Rengovch admiringly

notes that Cariyle:
o o o by hig own effort . « o roge from being a berefooted laddie in a livtle
)

o .
Scoteh [sic village, to the position of Lord Rector of the University
Edinburgh,; andthe grestest man of letters of his days19

However, he is quick to point out that even Carlyle's efforts would have been in
vain had they not been blessed by "the Will of God".

Bengough's analysis of the meaning of work as necessary activilty engaged
in for the worship of God and fervice to man; dependent upon His blessing and
directed out of a commitment to the Father of the brotherhood of man, wag shared

by many Protestants of his day. Indeed; church-going members of the community

1/J; We Bengough, "The Hero Figherman', In Vany Kevs, p.137.

18

Jo¥. Bengough, '"Juslice', mes., Bengoush Pavers, Vol. IV,

19 . : o
9JGH@ Bengough, "Comments on Carlyle", Bengough Paverg; Vol. VI.



united in sppeeling for God's blessing of theig labours:

3
Hear us, 0 Lord; from heaven Thy swelling-place:
Like them of old, in vein we toil all night
Unlegs with us Thou go; who art the Light ~-

and

In

and musically

Ag Jesus wes a

=

of brotherhood

Except the house he bullt of Thee

Vain the bvilder's toll must be )

nronounced their realization of God's divine ordinance of toil,
worker, so were they. And, their Jebour although an expresgion

wag yet directed not to man but to God.

Jasus, Thou divine Companion,

By

Thy lowly human birth

Thou hags come to join the workers
Burden-bearers of the earth.
Thou, the Carpenter of MHazareth,
Toiling for Thy daily food,

B;—

Yt

Thy patience and Thy courage

Thou hast taught us toil is good
Eyery tagl, howsver gimnle

Sets the soul thav does it free
Lvery deed of human kindness
Done to man is done to Thee?1

Both Presbyterien and HMethodist hymns written in the latber vart of the

community as means of worship. The Christian is directed to v

nineteenth century express these dominant themes of sgervice, brotherhood and

-

to do "God's work on earthi:

Work, with lips sgo fervid

Th

at they words may prove

Thou hast brought a message

However, he is congtantly reminded that his work is not for himgelf; nol pri--

0 .
Hyunaxy, praises 338 and 369.

21Hymnayy, Preise 375,

e



merily for his fellow man, bub ebove all directed to God,

Work, with hear® that burneth
Hunbly at His feet
Priceless gens to offer

For His crown made nceebe.

Worl, with prayver unceasing
Borne on faith's strong wing,
Barnestly begseching )
Trophies for the King.?z

Other Canadiang; clericg, poets; and artists; echoed these themes of

brotherhood, community, and wvork ag worghipful service, George Munroe Grant,

for ewample gtressed that man's duty was to do God's work on esrth mo that he

fo

night become more like God. Spealing at the Synod of Nova Scotia and Prince

Fdward Island, in June of 1866, he stated:

ot

ODur work is to get His Kingdom esteblished on earth. « o « Uhen God made
the world, he put man into it; to dregs it and keep ity to be its head and
ruler, and representative. « « o He had sent hin Emaﬁj into the world not
ag & playground; but as into a school; that he might be educated into
likeness of Himself. . ° o3

Similarly, suother Marivimer; the mysticel nature poelt Bliss Carman,
noted that man as arbiter realized wniby with God upon whom his men's =bhility
depended. "Man". he wrole;

the vorlman in the world, is a pygmy creator. It matters not at all
vhether he dravs or digs and makes muslc and builds ships, in the wvork
of his handg is the delight of his heart, and in that joy of his heart

lurks hig kinship with his own Creator, from whom through the obedient
will and plastic hand of the artist; all art and beauty are derived924

And thic concept vag the theme of Henry Van Dyke's poenm "Where Christ Dwells,

. o s . . . 2 :
(1ines of which hed earlier been incorporeted into a Protestant hyma) ? which

22 , - .
Beok of Praige; Number 585.

2 (] <} Tal o IS 3 ° i 0
3G0 Grant; "Sermon preached before the Synod of Hove Scolia and P.E.T. in

connection with the Church of Scotland —- June 26, 1866", Jomes Bowes and Sons
Printers,; 1666, Grant Parvers, Dougles Library; Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario.

zﬁh(hnmh,TmahﬁmﬁﬁnnofArm (London: John Murray, 1905), pe14l.




the Farner's Advocate used as text to the reproduction of Homer Watson's

apirituvally sublime landscabes.

They who tread the path of labor follow
Vhere My feet have trod;

They who work without complaining, do
the holy work of Gode.

there the many toil together, there am I
among Iy owa

khere the tired workman sleeveth, there
am I with hin alonee?é

Hork wasg qopourdole and desirable, the scriptures made that point, and George

Grant; emphasizing it, noted that toil was the worshinful petition of nsn %o

his maker. "All work is honorable', he preached, ¥St. Faul's wordg inply a
3

perfect oneness between man and God, & sympathy and companionship in labour,

R & s be ~ i ”27

& unit of aim and effort. Also, Daniel Fowler; world renownad Canadian

water—-colourist, winner of the gold medal al the International Centennial

Pt et . ; 28

Exhibition in 1876, a man vhoge paintings "could touch existence itgelf!,

noted that his guiding principle in 1life was this acceptance of a similar work

ethic. Writing in his autobiography he noted:

I grudged no amount of labour, so long as 1t did nob actual
strength and I could fully understand what oeorle call its dignity.
"ILeborare est orare", literally, to labour is to pray; or in other words,
to offer an act of worshipgpa :

V2

These interpretations of the meaning of labour arose in a soclety which
wes imbued with ideals ereSSlng the virtues of work. That diligent, honest

labour should form the social foundation of mid--Victorien Csnada, wag nobt dis-

26 2
Farner's Advocate, Dec. 13, 1906,

2
7Grant, " Sernon”

28 . . " o et s . .
D. Reid, A Concige History of Canadian Painting, (Toronto: Oxford University
Press, 1373), pe75. ’

.

2 .
QD. Fovﬂcr, nAuboblography, in R.R. Lec, "Aubtobiogra phy 0f Danlei Towvler,
ReCelio? s Onte erio listorv, 52, (Juﬂ@ 1“00\ : 104
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puted. The church press,; labour journals and the newspapers all acGuiesced in

celling for a Cansadian sociely in vhich hard work played & formalive and peda-

gogical role. For example; the Christiasn Guardian moralized: "Let the society

thou frequentest be like a company of bees gathering to make honey, and nout

o
3 A . : T 1C) . |
waspe, which do nothing but huva, devour, and sting"; and the Brampton Stan-

dord, speaking for the viewpoint of the solid Ontario farmer, emphasized the
gocial respectability work entitled a person to: "In this country, no man or

£

woman should be respected who will not work bodily or mentally, and who curl

Work: was the accepted mode of activity,; idleness was discouraged, and
labouring, of all typss was defined as a lifebtime proposition.
There is work to do by the way my boy
Thet you can never tread again.
Work for the loftiest,; lowest men --

Work for the plough, adze, syindle or pen;
Work for the hands and the brain.g?

Indeed; the highest values of society arose from the process of labouring. As

the Ontario Workman pubt it:

In ghort, labour is the attribute of all that is great and noble, and
grend in our civilizationoSQ
3

And the almogt joyful acceptance of a future which would be assured by the
comnon attention to earnest work is well illustrated in the song of the 1897

McMaster Univergity graduating classe.

30 . . ~ . " aa
““Chrigtian Guardian, March 13, 1572,

-
’1Bramnton Standard, Sepbt. 3, 1857,

32Chris“i&n_Gn&rdi&n, Jan. 3, 1872.

3%
j"Om“,:a,rio orlman, Oct. 18, 1872,




Hark the sounds of joyous voices

Blending now in sounding chorus

Telling of the earnest forces

Joined in union long. .

Sturdy men and noble women

Bager in the worl that waits them

Now to do their part.

34
From this common acceptance of the idea thatl work lay at the very

foundation of society,; two digtinct explanations of the meaning of work
emerged. The one, as expressed by Bengough and some of higs contenporaries
offered an interpretation in which work ag 1life activilty was viewed &g wor-
ship and community service. LA second, algo expresped by later nineteenth
century Cansdians, stressed that although work vas undertaken eg & dubty to

God, it was directed for individval ends. OService to the community in terms

D

of stevardship was a corollary and not the prime motive of lifle activity. Both
these interovretationsg found vocal eﬁponents'in mid-Victorian Cansdian society and ;
botii traced their roots deep inbo the rel:glou“ traditions of FProtegtantism.

¥id-Victorian Canadian culture borrowed many of its ideclogical cone-
cepts from religious doctrine vhich so often underlies secular soclal value

TR

systens. -Max Weber, in his seminal work The Protegbant Ethic and the Snirit of

Gapitaliem noted that "the magical and religious forces, and the ethical ideas

J. 2 - .Lq.

of duty based upon them, have in the past always been among the mogt importa:

w35

[
o

Fformative influences on conducte. Besed upon what was commonly accepted as
the revesled vord of God, ideological interprelations of a Christian vocational
ethic gave impelbus vo the social and econonic thought of nineteenth century

Cenade; and indeed, throughout the centuries which preceeded thse earliest

coloniel setllements.

DAhChR gter University Yearbook, 1897, ag cited in C. Berry, "McMaster
University Students: & Study in Student Life." Graduaste poper, lcioster University,
1975, ¢ 1 vendis. ‘ :

5 - ;
M, Weber, The Protestant Bthic and the Spirit of Canitalism, Talcobt
Parsons trans., Coreward by Heolle Tawney, (lew York: Charles. scribners Song, 1958), er7c

Y
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The vocational ethic in both its religious end gecular u?e-pwes its
genegis to Scriptural roots. Biblically, man is portreyed as a ﬁB ker. Work
is God's‘ordinancog aend man must toil bscause God expressly desired him to do
50s Before the Fall, man is created to "replenish the earth and subdue it
and have dominion over all living things® for he ig placed in the Garden of
. . ] B
Eden "to dress it and to keep it."

Work ordained by God, is also physical necessity, and thus becomes an
integral part of the regular order of things. Ths Psalmist writes:

The young lionsg roar after their prey and seek their wmeat from God. The

sun arigseth, they gather themselves together and lay them down in their
dens. Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the eveninge97
2

wlp
And this order is created by God,
0 Lord, hor manifold are they works! In wisdom hast thou made them all,

The necessity of work and its place in the divine plan is illustrated

&

throughout the pages of Seripture. Paul in IT Thess. 3:7 advises the members of

o}

£ any would not work,; neither should he eat." Idleness

e

the early church that; "

is denounced for it oppoges God's ordinance: "Go to the ant thou sluggard; congi-

b3

der her waye and be wise'';. work becomes a necessary ingredient of Christian
1iviug038

Histcrical encounters with God further strengthened this sense of the
"natural order of things. Saul ploughed with his oxen to enhanoe his royal dig-

nity. David, Israel's great king,was first a shepherd lad, and in Newv Testa-

ment times "it was the rule that no rabbi should receive payment for his teaching

36Gen; 1:23 and Gen., 2:15.
A Richardson, The Biblical Doctrine of Work, (London: SCM Press Ltd., 1952). 0. 25

2
T pealm 104: 21-23.

38Proverbs 6:6.;, Richardson, Biblical Doctrine, p.39.
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or for his other professional activitiess each must acguire a trade and support
himself by honest t0116"39 Fittingly, therefore, in the context of thig tradition
Jesus Christ wag by profession an artisan -- & carpenter. Thus, God,; "wvhen

He chose to be made men, was incarnate in the person not of a king or statesmon

or general, or yet of a
workmane"éo
VWork, in biblical &

nature to be a vorker for he wag or

: 4
metaphorically understood ag workero?1

be 1like God,; man was creabed in His
(Genesis 1:26,27). ¥an is so made

needs without working but also cenn

b

hig function azs a huwman being.

and ag such lives in hermony with H

"as a8 being created in the imege of

1 /%3

£i131 his true destinye"

Building on this biblical

o s~

interpreted the conee >t of toil and

of ethicg couched in the realizsatio
Tauvler, two mystics of the 14th and
rvealization of God, could be attein
most pious monk, bubt it wag not

of "ecalling" that s viable vocations

P 1bia.

/0. . -
HIbides DeT7a

philogopher or priegt or

uthoritys is

degeription of work,

rabbi,; but in that of a village
defined as necegsary for man. It is men's

eated in the image of God who himgelf is

Work is the method by which man strivesg to
image and was given dominion over nature.

"that not only can he nol sdtisfy his material

gda or fulfill

CL‘
o

]

ot satisfy hig spirituel n

Man as worker embodies the degign of Geod

Hme HMan can only live in ha rmoqy with God

a working God", and only thus "can he ful

theologians and laymen

from their explenations evolved a docbrine

Yhardt and

b

n of the meaning of labour.

s argued that per

15th centuries parfection; the

ed by the hum01@ vor?anﬂ man ag well as the

until the Reformation ernd its ensuing doctrine

.Llr/"

). ebhic became a culbtural determinant.

41
""Sne Psalm
bl s .
Richardson, Biblical Doclhrine, pe.24.
Ajwsﬂa Boggs, ALl Ye ho In

hour, (Richmond, Virginia: JOiﬂ Enex Press,

1962) s pel2s

by,

is at leant ig the the:

gig develoved by Hax Yeber,

For an examnle
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Tuther, og Xewmmer Fullerton notes; couching his theology in justifiecation
& i ] (%) J

by faith,; transleted the Greel word‘ﬁbvos wes L5011l as "Beruf" - calling.

o ¥ b {5}

Arguing ageinst the contemporary Romen Cetholic division between secular and

religious morality -- "praecepta evengelia' and "conpilia evangelica', he

.

asserted that the higher morality, usvally reserved for religious orders was
vindeeg pogsible in the secular world. Man, Iuther argued, served God within
nis “celling” (every day lebour). £&nd in Iuther's use of Ycalling" —- "a rel-
gious significence came to be alttached to the secular life sven dowm to its
humblest det&ilso”LS

Calvin further expanded and emphasized the meaning of work as "callingh,
Arguing from his bagic conception of God ag absolute VWill who determines natural
events, Calvin created a theological system (which though modified remains
impressive even todéy), which centered the total universe of worldiy activity

LYY . - -

upon Gode. fThe Shorter Uabechism for example, beging its first lesson with

this guestion.
What is the chief end of man?
And the answer is: .
Man's chief end is %o glorify God and to enjoy hin forevero4
And the popular Presbyterian hyman "0 Quanta Qualia", written by Horatius

Bonar during the mid-nineteenth century, describes this over-~riding power of God.

of a divergent opinion see H.M. Robherlson; Asvects of the Rise of Zcononic
Indivicduslisn, who guegtions Weber's philological srguments and who also

aggerts that Veber's contention that only Protestants shared a pro-capitalist
tendency wag incorrect.

45, .

“Yemper Ffullerton, "Calvinism and Capitalism: An Explanation of the
Weber Thesigy in R.VW. Green ed., Protestontism and Cavitalign, in the geries,
Problems in Surovean Civilization, (Boston: D.C. leath and Coe, 1959); 1DaDe.

46 . . .
*“The Shortor Catechism, Question Ole, The Confession of Faith,
(Edinburgh: William Blackwood and Sons, 1913) »
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Soundeth the heaven of heavens with His name;
Ringeth the ecarth with His glory and feme;
Oeean and mountsin, strean, forest, and flower
Bcho Hig praigeg and tell of His powere47

Building on this primary description of sn all-powerful God, Calvin
expounded the concept of work as "calling", using the word "vocato" to mean
everyday task or station. Ian, Calvin, argued, was appointed by God to a
particuler position in life, and the only way in which he could fully sgerve
his Meker wse in the dutiful fulfillment of the toil that was the condition
of his gtation. Work was ordained by God and man was to perform his anpointed

labour as service and worship to the all-powerful One.
- Calvin further noted, that just as God's world was made to serve man,
g0 wag man mede to serve the community, and social activily was directed to

the glory of God. Since both the individuel and the commmity were to glorify

3

~
Y

God; gceial improvement; achisved by faithfulness in one's calling, exalted
the Lord.  The individual was to be involved in his soclety bub, in his service
to the community; he wag to direct his work to God and not to his fellow nen.
Work, even socisl improvement,; was above all; service to the Lord. The indi-
vidual was to be "in the world but not of it."

Calving in explaining the meaning of work, as Professor W.H. Boggs; Jr.
argues, algo emphagized certaein values of conduct in the performence of Jabour.
He

influenced his followers to shun idleness and devote themselves to conscien-
tious labour; wo enjoy the good things of creation while practicing moder-
ation in mamner of 1life and to combine industry with sobriety, frugality and
honesty048

Thug, along with his gpiritual endorsement of industry, Calvin advocated
a doctrine of gelf-digeipline and asceticism; the pursuit of onefs toil could

not be semarated Trom the discipline of the self.

47,

The Book of Praige ~w 253,

|8
""Boggs; Labonr, p.58.
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1

Calvin also arpued that God mugt bless the labourer's toil, or his

il

vork would be fruitless. This argupent rested on the Biblical perspective

which tended to dovmplay the creative faculty in man for fear of a humanisn

49

vhich would exalt "the creature rather than the only Creator”,”™” and Biblical

1 ]

writers, in Pselms, Isaish, Exodus and Kings, as Richardson points oub,
taught that a labourer's skill wag the result of the Lord's insvruction and

that apart from Diving blessing, the worker's ef fort went for noughb.

{ 1)
\E‘cent the Lord keep the city, the wabchmon waketh bult in vain,.
b

Calvin's exposition of his ideas on work,; became, as H. Richard

Niebubr ergues, a "dynamic conception of the vocstions of men ag activities
in wvhich thsy mey express their faith and love and may glorify God in their

) 0 X . . :
> Calvin gtressed that work was ordained by God and that since man'sg

chief end was to glorify his Meker, man was dutifully bound to honestly perform

. ta

the labours to which he had been appointed. As well, men was to cultivate the
gqualities of gelf-digcipline and asceticisnm in his lahour; remembering all the
tine thatbas the activity of work wes directed to God, so were the fruits of
that labour properly His.

Although in Calvin's theology, work was hoﬁ to be directed for personal
gaing, populer misrepresentation of his doctrine of asgurances lent credence
to social appropriation of the idea thaﬁ man's ordained purpose was to create
wealthe Calvin's assertion of the doctrine of election raised the guestion of

agsurances. How could people know they had been saved? Although Calwvin him-

self favoured the ex.planation thet the elect, filled with the spirit ol God,

49Richardsong Biblical Docbrine, pei9e..

5OR0 Niebuhr, Christ and Culture, (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1951), p.217.

!
i
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would indeed realize that they had been saved; pooular sentiment seemed 1
prefer hig doctrine of good workse

Good works, in Galwvinist theology were '"the fruits and evidence of &
true and lively Faith." Ability to perform them came "wholly from the Spirit

51

of Christ", a:dd could only be done by & "heart purified by Faith", Thus,
good works took on the form of assurance of gsalvation and, while they did not
rit pardon of gin, they indeed gidve rest to tempestuous and wondering minds.
From this emphasis upon works ag assurances of salvation, to an iden-

tification of works as a moral justification of commercial profit was but a

fota

ghort yet complicated steD.

Nz

Although pages of print have been filled by authors who identify the

.

Purltanv as those wvho most readily provided the means of frangition from a

52

and conversely by others who argus

53

Celvinist to a modern capitalist spirit,
that the first group were biaped, unsympathetic, and essentially incorrect,
the gituation remains, that the industrious pursuit of toil led to commercial

success which resulted in the accumulation of capital in such amounts as o

pregent a definite tempbtation to the holder.
The Puritans had tempered their industrious activity with a demsnding,

austere, ascetic ethic —~ one which denounced Mammon, and upheld theé virtues

of frugality. However, with the influence of an ever present worldly asceticism,

o4

in which earning wag an ond in itgelf; and the growth of new economic idesas

[ .
)1The Confession of Feith, Chane VI, pp.R4~25.

. o

52 .
4 (See for example; Max VWeber; R.H. Tawney, Religion and the Rise of
Capitalism, Kenneth Fullerton, "Calvinism and Capitalism').,

\Jt

)“e for example, W.3, Hudgon, "Puritonism and the Spirit of Canitaligal,
Church History, 18 (March .1949): 3-10,

p
JAH,MQ Robertson gives the exanple of the Renaissance financier, the
Catholic Jjakob fugper, who in answer to & query as to why he did nO“ retire was
reported to have renlied that ho "had qdltu ancther disposition, he would mak
moncy as long as he could". Ag cited in I, Robertsons; YA Criticism of Max
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at the turn of the seventeenth century; ideas which as Henri S€e pointed out
vere being stripped of their religious content as é€conomic life sought %o secu-
larize f%qejf; and the rise, as Robertson argues of & new bourgeouis individual-
ism oF.pro.aﬂe origing, the Calvinigt sanctiong holding the pursuit of wealth
in check gradually disgolved and began to crumble avaye.

When the religious foundations crumbled and the spiritual vitality. « o

ﬂﬁﬁwmmﬁd,tMaMmkwliﬂﬂmdﬂwmvmkm<kmhmabmnr; ree from a
vivid faith in Ged ag a righteous judge, quite naturally lost their

compelling power'.,.,
22
Eventually, ag YWeber, Fullerton, and W. S. Hudson point out, the pursuvit
of wealth came to epitonige the end and not the by-product of toil. HMen still

retained the virtues of industry and efficlency for those wvalues led bo the

,

vealization of profit; but their work was now not directed to God but to them-
selvess Community service was no longer; as Calvin had ingtructed, engeged in
by dutiful fulfillment of appointed activity, but instead rested on an idea of
philanthropic Pnagavour which interpreted the socio=religious dubty of a wealthy

industrialist and financier as returning to society a portioa of the wealth

o
AN

which he had obtained from it. John Wesley correctly intervreted this turn o

evenlg; correctly identified its cause, and proposed a cure for the popular

turpitude:

I fear whensaver riches have increased, the essence of religlon. hag decreased
in the sane proportioae Therefore I do not see how it ig pogsible in the
nature of things for any revival of true religion to continue long. For
religion must necessarily produce both 1naustrv and frugelity, and these

cannot bul produce riches. Bub as riches increase, so will pride, anger,
and love of the world in .all its branches. How then ig it possible that

Weber and Hig School', in R.YW. Green, ed.; Protestantism and Canitzlism, in the
series ~- Problems in Furovean Civilization, (Boston: D.C. Heath and Co. 1952)
n.b66.

K .

?71,Ss Hudgon, "Puritanisa and the Spirit of Capitalism', in R.Y. Green, ed.,
Protegtantisn and Conitalisn, in the series, Problems in Huropean Civilization,
(BOSLQHe .UeGe I_-f:lath and COc 1959)7 l)e61a




HMethodiem, that is,; and religion of the heart, though it f?ourlsl es now lile
g green by tree, shovld conbinue in this state? For the isthodisgts in every
nlaco grow diligent and frugal. Congeguently bhmy increase in brlde, in
enger, in the depire of the flesh, the degire of the eyes, and the pride of
life. So, elthough the form of religion remains, the spirlt ig swiftly
vanishing awey. Is there no "af~to prevent this conbinued decay of pure
religion? We ought not to orevent people from being diligent and frugal;

wve must exhord aii Chrigtians to gain all they can and to save all they can,
that is; in effect, to grow rich. What way can we teke that our money-
making may not sink us to the nethermost hell? There is one way, and there
is no other under heaven., If thoge vho gain all they can and save all they
can will also give all they can, then, the more tney gain the more they will

grow in grace and the more treasure they will lay up in hbavene56

His appeal, however; if critical commentators of mid-Victorian Canada are to be
believed, went geunerally unheeded in a world indeed increasingly engaged in a

worghip of Mammon.

Criticism of work directed xerply for monetary gain pervaded all strata

] ) . )

of Cznadian soclely, and was volced by wealthy entrevreneurs like Joseph Flavelle,
and radiéal labour refqrmers like F.S. Rowe; concerned Christien clerics like
George Grent and Salem Bland, and confirmed theovsophists like Phillips Thompson.
Indeed, the Canadian commercial community was seemingly obsessed with criticism

£ Memmon worship. Most influential business journals, including the Journal

of the Canadian Pankers Association, Monetarv Times, Finsncial Pogt, Journal

of Commerce, and the Cansdian Grocer, repeatedly berated those who sought only

riches in thelr commercial transactionse.

Similarly,; speskers to businessmen's associations, such ag the Toronto
Retail Growers Association and the Winnipeg Board of Trade warned of the utter
failure of the man who spent his commercial career Yworshipping with ever
. « " . ‘57 . ' 3 o N (N
increasing veneration the golden calf.! And, the Protestant churches atitempted

to both shame the businessmen who s rove for profit at the expense of the human

S
“PAg cited in K. Fullerton, "Calvinism and Christianity",; p.19.

t; '
)7As cited in M. Bliss, A Living Profit, (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart
197‘4), pé17o
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veal:

0 ghane to us who rest content .
While Jugt and greed for gain
Tn Strept and shon and teneﬁenb

And bitter llpS in band deupair'
Cry -~ "Christ hath died in vaine“58

while at the same time luring him away from the worship of Mammon by,

strangelr enough, oromising him greater commercial success

Christians ag @ general rule; because under the guidance of safe principles,
suffer legs in comnercisl failures than msn vhose god (&lé} is the world,
and whose rules and aims in business are apt to be loogse and wildeﬁa
. 7

That such a wide gpectrum of criticism directed against an acyuisitive
ethic existed, especially within the bounds of the later nineteenth century
Canadien business comaunily, strongly suggests that "lammon woreship' was guite
a common Testure of the Canadian commercisl scene. Bengough, for one, totally
agreed that Cenadian bugsinessmen seemed golely coucerned with the opursuit of

profit,; often to the detriment of the community which they orofessed to serve.

"Tg there a city on this continent’,; he asked:

in which we do not witness extraordinary disparities in society, proverty
appel ling in the midst- of apgre ga'ons of avarice -- hovelg of wretchedneg

within a gtones throw of palaces gorgeous in their lUXUflOMSﬂCSSeéa

.

Contemporary Canadian socilety Bengough argued, had strayed away from
the nomist precepts of Christienity. Disregerding the divine ordinance of
"ecalling" some Canadians had developed social arpeobastions which not merely

ignored Godtg law, but directly contradicted it. The bagis of thig immors

social value was,; &s he identified it, the contemporary 'business' ethic;

5
““Book of Praise, 577, and the Hymary, 382.

r
)9The Presbyterian Yearbook ~- 1578, (Toronto: Ce Blackett Robinsons ned.),

9'?9 e

60 . . . o '
JMe Bengough;, “Address from the Single Tax Associabion to the Ministers
o 6509

of the Chrigtian Churche 'y The Sogial Pe.o raer, Juna 1692,
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The golden rule is: "Do unbo others ag you would have others do unto you'.
The rule upon which gociety geens to sct at pregent is: "Look out for your
own welfarey; and ify +  « 1t is neceggary for you to take QLV“ntage of
lawe that beer haraly agoingt your fellow-men, vhy business is business,
you must o it,()1

Arguing a community oriented ethic,; in which a man's work vas direched

s 3

to the benerit of society, and condemning the prevalent creed of individual

o , ., 62 .
success that underlsy the business man'sg viev of gociety, Bengough lampooned
then in skevch and verse. DBusinessmen were

Sturdy, eager, pushing merchante
"“ch one u1 aq anzioug "phiz!

uhc dowvm--Lovma maxin
Self ? T se-m, and biz is biza63

Tdentifying them ag basically immoral and unjust, Bengough didactically

amned their lack of a Chrigtian ethos in a fashion designed to arouse popular

-

ignation end horror; Lo the point where buSLnPssneﬂ themgelves would be

!-.h
D—I

Fals
eshamad of their methods, and the general public sufficiently aroused, would
take correctiv& action, His poemy; "The Golden Tdol'y, expresses the full range
of his sentimente clearly:

Doeg Chrigst look down

04 the surging bown

Ag the Christmagtide draws nears
Doeg he mark the swile

Of grasping gL“195

And theinnocent baby's tear
Does he heer the sigh

Of the poor who dig -

For the greed of the profiteer?

.

.

61Bengough, "Addresst, The Socizl Reforwer, June 1892.

6“Hioh“el RBligs, argu
2

es
morality: "When they Eo in ;sme@] telked about success in business, and &ﬂytth”
else id 1life, buginessmen were deeply individualistic, They held each man »er-

sonally resnonsible for his success and failure® (Bliss, Liviue Profit, y0138)a

(° o ;
B gough, "On the Corner', Motlev, pe149.

that this creed formed the hasis of busincssnen's
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Do his wounds on the tree
Bleed afresh to gee
How Hig hurble ones are slaing

That traders dn milk
ey be clad in eilk

And pile up wweeded gain?

Is it not his Yord .

That the Comnerce Board

Hes spoken the truth so plain?

Oy the fiendish greed
That can nock ab need,
And grow rich on babies graves;
That menidind would curse
To £i11 the ourse
Of a junto of gsordid maves.
. And the v purblind eyes
Of a Governnsnt wise
That woild zc¢t as their willing slaves!

Shall thig Herod-crime
0f our Jain

Go ony with its cruelty cold?

Shell mark ts and nerts

Be nore %h an hearts, .

And the soul of our land be gold? -
Or cghall we rige

Swift, strons and wige
MM<ma1Lbnp1dd.m:Cﬂd%%

) Never content with merely identifying the immorality of the situation,
Bengough also proposed the golution. Business practice must become moral hy
adhering to the laws and ﬁill of God, This ideal he transiated into a call for
action; demanding that men and women of Christisn principles entef the world of
comnerce and change 1t for the better,; demanding in fact, that Christians be
#in the world bub not of it."

A typical Bengough poemy in which the religious imagery rung rampant,
tells the story of a congcience - stricken young man who left the immoral,

Mammon worshipning, commercial arena,; searching for the peace eand honesty which

6/ ; .
*Jo W. Bengoughy "The Golden Idol", "Poems ~- Digbound Poems", Bengough
Papers; Vol. IV,
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did not exist there. While watching e cricket game, the hero hears the voice

of the Lord, who shows him, in the allegory of the match, that he mst get

.

into the game of life and play it hard, aiming at scoring the highest ethicel
goal. Thus directed,; the hero, determined,; returns to his trade with the goal
of bringing Chrigtian principles into the business worl

To mart and market again I cone,

To play like a man lifels fateful game;

And T score, thank God, from the ills I meet
In the deily strife of the busy streetb;

For I 1iVe to honor my Master's name. .
O

Baping his analysie on hig interpretation of the vocaticnal ethicy
Bengough further criticized the 'business' ethic for ilbs assertion thet social

duties could be fulfilled by private philanthropy. Philanthropic ideology

5 1

EN

‘stressed that the extensive profits earned by the industrialist, businessmran,

ete. were actually a social trust, and the holder was a steward of the commu-

nities wealth, who was obligated to return a portion of hig profits hack to the

)

1

COHMlAlbY in the form of good works. This doctrine held an added attraction
for the wealthy, for; by doing good with his excess money, & man increased the
sum of hig good works and strengbhened his asgsurances of election. On thig

point; a Methodist publication, The Christian Guardian, wes explicit,

By doing good with hig money, a2 nan ag it were, stamps Cthe image of God
upon it, and mokes both pass current in the merchandise of heaven%sé

Indeed,; many prominent and wealthy Canadians bock this doctrine of

ardship and social responsibility to heart, and in fact, by their philan-

()}
o}
o
b
%]

thropic activity did manage to; if not alleviate. their problems at least

temporarily improve conditions for the poor. Montreal businegsman, Herbert

Browvm Anes, for example, funded and published the first Canzdian sociological

65 - .
°Te W Bengough, “"The Farable"; "Poems -~ Dighound Poems',; Bengough
Papers, Vol. IV,

C’échrintiag Goprdian, April 8, 1885,




gurvey of working class conditions, The City Below the Hill, (1896). In

Toronto, the wealthy logsay Family; esp 1ally in their support of the Fred
Vietor figeion, instituted various endeavours aimed at allevieting the
physical burdens of the needy, and benevoTGQt societies, their membership
roleg ton heavy with the "better familiesﬂ engaged in roundg of feverish
philernthrovic sctivily, establishing lHouses of Industfj, Homss of the
Friendless, and Orphanfs Asylunsge

Though not condemming the positive aid wrovided by private philan-

o
b

threpy, Berngougzh argucd thet this doclrine vas essentially contrary 4o Godfeg
ordinances. First,; the practice of private philanthropy set the giver in the
(a3 e

place of God - unthinkeble in Bengough's absolute uanﬂrenco to a Calvinigt

12 o

conception of the divine role. Or; as B.F. Austin, in his 1ittle book The

Gospel to the Poor, (1884), put ity

The moment vou introduce into the transaclion any selfich interest, that
moment you rob giving of its noblest characteristic,; pure unselfishuess,
and degtroy in a large degree ils pover to elevate and enoble the chavsctier..,

Second,; when a man verformed gocd works with the fruits of hig lsbour,; and

not with the activivy itself he failed to fulfill his obligation to God

throush his vocation ~- he neglected to profess his calling. There wag always
(6] & (83
the possibility that in his race to awass wealth, the businegsmen had broken
s
rules of just and moral conduet, vhether in the treatment of his employces,

*

hig colleagues or his customers., Thus his generosity and charity susteined
by finsnciel profits that may have cowme from unjust and corrupt business prac-
tices, or froa an imnoral notivation,; were far from Christian docteine. Third,

free doleg of money, for vhich a man did not work, lead to moral decrepitude,

67
‘BeFe Austi
Brig SESs 100/{.)y Po2 3 :

(SR

in, The Gospel to the Poor versus Pew Rents, (Toronto: William
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for the recipient could neither learn the virtues necessary for a just life,
nor would he be able to glorify God -- especially since he did no weork; and

.

the giver was as guilty of this neglect of God's law as wags the recipient,
"Alme will not cure the case of the Poor if kept up to the end of
Time; but will in fact make Bad Yorse' = he wrobe. True, the poor wmust be
helped, but the primery focus of assistance ms instilling in them a will to
work, end giving them Bmpé opporvunity to do so. Instead of private charity
Bengough suggested, wealthy busginessmen should not take extensive profitvs,
bus Shéuld use that money to dimprove worlding conditions for hired labour.
Also, exhorting them to active service, he argued that they should work to

change laws which disceriminsted against others; and that concurrenniy hey

11 4

should cleanse their hearts of their "Greed for Gold" and devote their energies

to furthering God's glory on earth. This he contended was the only true social
servicey and his peem "The Vision!" concigely sums up this rogition.

Think yve my Spirit is satisfied
When in charity's name ye& have supplied

To nothers and children from homes so dresar
A day in the green fields once a year?

Is it not rather both cruel and vain-
When they must reburn to the slumsagain?

Wey, think my brothers —- xhy should there be
For toilers such- prisons of Poverty

In-a land so bounteous, free and fair?
Why should not all in comfort share?

Search vour laws; their foundstions btrace:
Are Justice end Mercy their ceritain base?

Search and see if this Wrong is the fruit
Of a trece that springs from an evil root.

6 1
SBengough, Up-to=Date~Primer, (Toronto: William Briggs, 1898), p.dde
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Search your hearts: perchance fell Heed
Is but the shadow of selfish Greed. .

Till ye have striven with honest mind
The cause or remedy to find

Dare not to think that the God of Right
Has decreed for his children this curse and bligh’oe6

9

Cansdian businessmen, as Bengough pointed oul often justified their
activilty and their gains by pointing to the community benefit that their
products provided. For example; George Cox told the Senate that '"the nine
willion-dollar profit on Willianm Mackenzie's developument of the Toronto Street
3

Railway was justified in view of the growth of Toronto it gbimulated" and ¥,

H, Clergue,; American entrepreneur and nmineral developssr em hasized hov he

70

took (od's gifts and converted them for "the beneficial use of mankind."
This ethog though not totally dissimilar to the ethic that Bengough argued;
differed on one very essenbial point. Bengough argued that the motivation

of the business activity must be moral, and the procegs of that activity muet
be just. Businessmen were to enter the world of commerce, not to make money,
but to fulfill their "calling', and in their business activity, they were to
follow 1aws of charity, kindness, and fairness. Soze businessmen, on the
.contrary, were apt to ignore this euwbarrassing argument; and instead noted

3t bthe results of their activi sometimes serve enefici endss
that L} X T th activity so m d b f'icial end

Bengough's poetic story, The Woodpile Test, perhans best explaing his

argument against contemporary buginess ideology which stressed the possible

benefit of the ends of their activily ard ignored unjust practices in their

69
JeWe Bengough, "The Vision'", "Disbound Poems",; Bengough Papers; Vol. IV,

70
Bliss, Living Profit, p.R9, R8.
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neans. A halfegtarving man works hard and diligently, late inbto the evening,
cutbing wood to make enough money to buy food for his famished family. The
poor labourer'g temporary employer emerges in a favourable light because in-
stead of giving the needy man money (which he most easily could have done
shen driven by pangs of his conscience) he provided him with work so that the
poor fellow could duly earn the needed sum, And while the man worked, the
employer saw to it thet he was fed a steaming wug of tea and & good sanduich -
and beseeched hinm to glow down hig labour so as not to overwork himselfs

In this way the employer fulfilled bolth his duty to God and to mankind.
He provided a man with work thereby allowing him to make his own way and to
reelize the spirituality which only came with honest toil. He also paid the
labourer much more than just a fair wage,; and took no profilt from his toll,
and he provided this employee with pleasant working conditions thereby showing
& gsincere interesﬁ in his well~bsing.

The labourer, for bis pert, also fulfilled his duty to God and his
fellow man., He worked ﬁiligently and industriously at the kind of toil thet
had been ordsined for him. He worked not for himsélf but for the welfare of
his wife and children ~-- ané as puch, his toil was directed to the glory of
God. Both the laboursr and employer emérged as heroes, they both passed "the
woodpile test', and the sentiments Bengough expressed in this poetic tale
formed the basis for his description of the proper employer-employee relation-
shipe |

Realizing that in Biblical authority the duties of worker-master
relationships were concisely worked out, (Exodus 21m24)hBengough agreed with
the Wew Testament's decree that masters and workers mist live harmoniously
end deal fairly'with one another because they are both ser&anﬁs of God, Hasters

are obliged to;
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render to their workers o « » what ls just and egual, knowinv thatl they

have a Y¥aster in heaven (Col. 4:1) who is also their gervent's M anber ond
_ with whom there is no resnect of persons (Eph. 6:9)671

Arguing that since 21l men are brothers in the fatherhood of God, Bengough

agserted that "labour end capital are Siamese twins", "toil and capital are

e
-

2
. , 72 . i . Ly
friendgh and that both were entitled Lo a fair share of wealth produced by

73

H

their mutual activity -~ "bo labour wages, to capital interesth.

A

Similarly, advancing Scriptural teaching on the proper rhythm of work,

Bengough argued that elthough work was a necessary incredient of human 1life it

(.)

not the whole of it. Work, he asserted must be aliternated with

wa.s nevarthele

u.

By

rest; man needed time svay from his labours to reflect on the meaning of his

._Io

t611 and the sublimity and crandeur of God.
0

Man cannot find joy in this life if he ig not free, or if he must keep
his noge to the Wheel of Toil from the day he comeg into the Yorld to
the day he dies. Han does not live just for Bread; he needs a chence
to Train his Mind ag God meant he should..,

&

Metaphorically identifying the church ag "a haven of calm Sabbath rest,

76 g
s o o & Sabbath island",  Bengough repeatedly stres&eo the soiritual necegsity
of Sundey's holy rest. The man who in his scramole for richeg ignored the

Sundey rest became; essentially, less than a men.

Teen

71Richardson, Biplical Doctrine, pe.45.

/ZJaHg Bengough, "The Loose Screw', Bengough Papers, Vol. IV., Bengough,
The Uo~to-Dete~Primer, 1De27.

73

Bengoughy; "The Loose Screw!.

74Exodus 20:9~115 31:15-17; Genesis 2:3; Deut. 5:12~14.

/5Bengough, Up=to-Date~Priner, p.13.

76

Jdeile Bengough, "The 014 Church'", Motlev, peldi.



A being with no outlet to his life,

Ho uplift to his goul; no time to rest,

To thirk to pray, to numse the mighty hoypes
That nake us mena77

Bengough's arguments againgt the use of Sunday streetcars in Toronto,
for example, (see cartoons 1, 2 and 3), illustrates his call for a work-rest
pattern of life. "Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work', but the
sabbath day is a day of rest and the working men who realizes this spiritual-
social truth ﬁil] vote againgt the Sunday cars which threaten fto disruvplt this

)

God ordeined rhythn.

J.

the defeat of

ot

Concerted action will lead to fat, grasping, mamion-
worshipoping businessimen; with thelr appeals to a worldly evhicy both the
foeg of labour and the enemies of Gode. In the end; since the working men are
vess of truve virtue, labour will triumph: God will take up their cause,
and Toronto shall have her quiet Sunday and a greater disposition towards a
more peabefulg nappy and justly ordered commuﬂitie

That buginess activity should fQTlOU‘Chrlsulaa ethical guidelines was
a call not unique to Bengough, but shared by meny of his contemporaries, whoge
activity over a period of fifty years (1870-1920) indicates the remarkable
continuity of Canadisn reform thought. George Grant, Presbybterian clergyman
and educator for example, argued that a labourer's activity entitled him to
much more than just a living vege. Asserlting that human toilvimparted hunan
valve into the mode of production Grant argued that labourers not only pro-
vided productive energy, bub essentially helped to create the industry, and
their return, as & result; should include not only wages bul better working

onditions.

™

" Bengouoh, "The Apology of Edwin Markham', Keys, p»136.
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Thoy [1&b0Lrer believe that when they have alded; it may be for half
a life-time, to build up a great industry by their skill, honesty and
heart, their ghere in it ig nobt fully represented by the wages received
end which were determined by the merket price.: MWages,; coven good wages;
cannot nmeasure the rights in equality of the humsn workers « ¢ « « The
human element in Jabour ig diffevent in kind from every other element,
and to ignore its pobentialibty is not only to treat it with injustice
but- to dininish the guantity eand quality of the prcducto78

ngly

Salem Bland, fiery Methodigt clergyman whom Bengough had admiring
Q
7

\"2

portrayed ag denouncing the Manitoba Parliament bulldings scandal of 1915,
argued that Christianity was iccompatible with social inequality and business
competition, and calied the church to a war against competition and an economic
ordsr baged on profit-seelking.

Similarly, novelist and suffragette Hellie McClung exposed the immoral

nglture of the "husiness ethic" in her novel The Second Chences A bartender

in his reply to the heroine's reguest not to serve liguor to one regulat
Py Y [

customer so that customer could spend one gpecial day,; sober, with his

“b

wily, perfectly exermlified this view of a grasping, mammon worshioping,
self-gseeking business ethic.
No, it's not our business who buys. VWe're here to sells, Thal's one

thing T don't bel?eve in, is refugin' liguor to anyman. Hvery man has
a perfect right to as much liquor as he wantso?1
9]

'79
O o E %
George Grant, "Current Events", Queen's Quarterly 1 (July 1893).

gn1em Goldworth Bland Gollection, United Church Archives, Torento
as described to the author by Bland's biographer —- Dr, AR, Allen.

80 o
S.Ge Bland; The Hew C)fAbtl““jnv, introduction by A.3. Allen,
(Toronto: University of Toromto Press, 1973, original edition 1220), ub.7J~P7
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He MeClung, The Second Chance, (Toronbo: Willian Brizgs, 1910),; D173
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Typically,; in this novel genre, the bartender seduces the one he wag
inplored to protect and the denon rum ruans trus to courge, killing the help-
less drunlerd. The moral lesson of the immofality of the "business ethie! iz
hanmered home in the tearful Jamentations of the widow and her young but toil-
vorn child,
l The novels of Ralph Connor often des crlbed the same glory of work as
service which Bengough taught. The three heroes in his The Doctor, for exsmple,
the nminister Dick, his surgeon brother Barneys; and the faithful nurse Margaretb,
4 P

rige to the highest pinnscles of social appreciation in vhelr work directed to

both the spiritusl and phyeicsl bensfit of the communit&; gnd thelr noble sgub--
limity rests on the realization of e duty well done.
The prominent western labour journal, the Voice, in a similar vein,
editorislly emphasized that profit taking and Christianity were incompatible:
Frofit taking is immorsl, anti-Christian and contréry to the Golden Rule.

That the world does not yet recognize this to be true does not change the
fdcllagz

And William Howland, Toronto's reform mayor, taking Chrigt's call +to
heart,; gave a gterling example to the business community of which he was a part
when ingtead of giving almg to the poor he actually took time to go and work in

the slums and wretched hovels of Ste John's Ward. Bengough, Grant, Bland,

Connor, MeClung, the Voice, Howland, and many others heartily agreed with the

Reve We Hinks; writing in the Methodigt Magazine and Review that
Christ must be let into the merket place to govern its morals and into the

counting-house to govern ilbe finances, before He can save us from economic
anarchy emn
Q2

Supported by other Canadiang vho shared his criticism of the "business

ethic" and his champlonship of the rights of labour; J.W. Bengough's socisl

“Voice, December 30, 1898,

63 Reve Wo Iinks, ”AUpll?d Chrlsulanlty“ Vethodist Magazine and Revieu 46
(July - December 13}7): 235

W



commenteries found utterance as gincere expressions of his total commitment to
& vocational ethic. Rationally interpreting what he understood to be the "WWill
of God," and influenced by his Presbyterian roots in the Calvinist heri
Bengough criticized contenmporary concepts of right arnd wrong, and proposed
alternative methods of conduct based on his understanding of che vocational
&hristian ethice Arguing that labour was functionally divine, Bengough pro-
poged soclal ideals of community, brotherhood, and worghipful service in daily
activity -- ideals which although commonly expressed by some radical clerics,
Jjournalists, and social reformers, eésentially differed from the culturally

pted doctrines of individualism and succesg so common in mid-Vichorian
Canadian socielyv.

Although Bengough never proposed a revolubicnary, ideological re-~
tructuring of soclely, is call for a nev dnterpretation of the gocial ethic,

led him to advance plang for social improvement that were anything but

conservative.



CHAPTER FIVD

THE CASE FOR THE SINGLE TAX

°

Progregs and Poverty, Henry George's signal call to ethical econonic

1. . o . . - s
theory, +the doctrine of the single tax,; was published in 1879, end in the

next decade, achieved not only national but world-wicde popuwlarity. In Canada,
George's economic avguments persuvaded such well known figures as the autihor
William D. Le Sueur and businessman William Douglags of Toront02 to take up
the campaign.of, quite literally, spreading the economic gospel. J. We
Bengough, an early converl; also became s widely acknowledged nopularizer of
Georgeite economics, and his travels on benalf of the "ecauge’ book nim nob
only across Canada bub to Britain and the Antipodes as welle. Bengough,; however,
nét only vooularized but reinterpreted GPorge's thought, advancing the doctrines
of the single tax from premises unique to himself, building on his genuine
comaitment to & Chrigtien vocational ethic, and the revelation of God's plan as
found in Scripiure.

Bengough's economic thought was grounded in his acceptence of the

Chrigtien understanding of natural and human origins. That is, in the doctrine

1For an excellent exposition of George's ethics and their offect on his
economic thought, see G.R. Geiger, The Philosophy of Henry Georze, (llew York: The
Macnillan Coe, 1933), esvecially chapters 1,3,7,9 and 10, Geiger, a student of
John Devey'es, exnlains George's thought as a philosophy of neansg,y and this work
stands not only as a fascinating study of George, bub algo as an excellent example
of the best form of critvical, ethical pragmatism.

2 . . . . - .
CeDe¥e Goodwin, Canadiaa Tconomic Thought, (Durhsm, North C%roline: Duke
7 9 7
University Press, 1901); ppe33-306 "passint,
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of creation. HNature and men both had their origin in the Will of God and were
dependent upon each other,; though for Bengough;, &g for most men up to his time,
man's dependency upon nature wag the more urgent part of the equation. Swrvival
vas the pre-condition of all else, and the basic natural element which both com-
bined God's beneficence and provided for men's sustenance was the land. As such,
land, the prine constituent‘of nature; became the focal point of Bengough‘é
economic argument.

Stressing the biblical dmperative of the fatherhood and sovereignty of
Ged, Bengough described nature ag His "glorioug temple" and frequently agserted
that it belonged to the Lord and was given by Him to all men equally and freely:

He [ié] equally the father of us all, so that each ons of us has an equal
right to His heritage.

Tt is God's earth and His free gift to the whole race, like the air, the

light, the sea; « °3

However,>while calling on his familiarity with Scripture; and invoking the
psalmist!s authority, he also butlressed hig arguments with citations from Pope
Gregory the Great -~ "The earth is the common property of all men; Tmmanval Xant
- "A11l men from the beginning have an equal right_to the soil"; and J.S. Mill
~- "The earth's surface is in truth the heritage of all mankind”QA The train of
authority led to conviction and conviction to judgment:

Enough! the lie is ended. God oitly owns the land!
No parchment deed hath virtue unsigned by His own hande5

Since; Bengough argued, God made the land an.d gave it to mankind in

common,; bthe land was ruled by His laws. Man, in his use of nature was bound,

Single Tax Association to the Ministers of the Christian Churches", The Social
Relformer, (Toronto: June 1892); Bengough, The Whole Hog Book, (Boston: American
Free Trade League, 1908), pe8i.

3Bengougm "Regtitution", Motley, p.18; J.W. Bengough, "Address from the

AJeWe Bengough, "The Crux of the Social Questién”, m.Ses Bengough Papers,
Vol. IV.

.
’Bengough, "Restitution", Motley, p.i8a
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by virtue of his devendence on Gody to follow those laws. lan's spirituel in-

dividuaiisn ag Bengoush understond it; did not preclude & corporate gense of

goclely, but on the conbrary; encourased it:

though eacn men has a2 soul and will of his own ¢ ¢ o the hody
L~con-omic, the Vest Han  « « 18 algo ruled by the laws of God.,
O

Although God gave the land to men, Hig gift did not meen that men

should pacifically enjoy the fruits of Hature. On the contrary, God ordained

that man vas to actively engage in ensuring his own vell being, and He enjoined

Rl )

1

to keep itV , The node of this prevara-

3

him %o yrepsre nature, to "dress 1t and
tion wvmes lsbour, end it was necesgary for man's sustenance; Y all thet ministers
to man's physical needs is produced by human labour anplied to the rew raterial
of nature'.’ As sguch,; toil in God's orcained scheme, became "the art of maliing
a living'y, the "fundamental art.”
Hewever, as Bengough repeatedly pointed out; labour wag not merely
‘objective activity directed towards physical survival, but the method by which
. . 9 . o it e ey
man worshipped God. As we heve seen,” Bengough believed tThat "toll is that
o o o by which the soul of Man comes in touch with the world God has madel;
and that man, in his labour emilates the work of God: "Men is . . « the son
10 . .
of God hecauvsge he can make thing Only through labour could man combine
the worchip of the Divine with the satisfaction of his earthly needs. The act

n

of toll, then, had for Bengough,; a dval asgspect, and &s such it transcended
the mundane werld: of physieal realilty and took on a spiritual connotation which
further bound it to the Jaw of the one God it glorified.

Given this intringic worth of labour, it is nolt surprising that Bengough,

6 . \
Bengouzgh, Y"Gist of George", Bengough Papers, Vol. IV,
'7Bn " ll 2) ‘I

engough; “"The Loose Screwl,.

4
“Bengough, "Crux® .

O

8
“See above, chapter four, pages 130-133.

10 Ihid.



1like George, accented a labour theory of value. Work created value. Value vas
"the real cost of a thing in toll"; any object was "worth vhat it will cost a

s

man té gat or to make iEe”11 As work was both spirituaily and physicalily defined,
every object created hy woll had both spiritual as well ag material value. Thus,
Bengough pointed out; the product was not ouly the labourer's but God's as welle.
Since hig concern was not zo much with creating a sophisticated eccnomic theory
88 wvith stressing the grounding oL-ethich foundations of sconomic life in
Seriptural revelation, Bengough, cnce he had established this esgential pointy
cut short his explanation of fvalue“ and proceeded to the concept of Mwealith',
Wealth was "the frult of work"; and would only be realized through the "toil of
Men", Things had value, men who possessed thése things had wealth,12 Wealth,
ze'ls definition, the vnossession of

was, in Bengough's

wns out of the raw gtuff of God gives vg in
ian's| use Ly a change in iis Luu\, vorld sy

that whichk the

the worid, cam mal
form, state or place.

t
13

VWealth vag created by man's toil,; a result of his productivity ~- his product.

Only that which included men's labour in its production could be considered wealth;

14

e thing mugt have toil in it to be wealth'. Thus land, since it was not the

product of man's toil wes not weslth. Iand, in fact, was actually God's wealth,
for not only had He made it but he owned it, and thus Bengough's argument canme
full circle —-- God only owned the land!

The biblical metaphor of God ag Creator, provided both the esgential

.premige for Bengough's argument and a final logical gupport to his conclusion,

11 .
Bengough, "Gist of George".

'2Bengough, "Gist of George'.

’13;bida

14Bengough, "Gist of George'.
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iblienl revelation, such es his emphzgis on lLeve 25:33, "the land shall nob
be gold forever for the land ig mine"; and his mebhodical aoplication of &
labour theory of wvalue from his belief in a Scripburally sanctioned Chrigtian

vocational ethic, united in his summary conclusion. Since ell law wes prounded

in God's will, land ownership was contrary to any valid economic law

of Land, nor can he Buy it from God who
out of use he doeg Harm bo len, and so

A man can not Make a piece
made it; and if he puts it
ha may nol oun the iaa0515

¢

1—4- O

2

Having develored his concepts of labour value and wealth, and having

excluded land from manfs wealth and hence laond ownership from economic law,

hr

Bengough twrned to the questicn of wa ge‘. Once again he baged his argument
upmfmeowm1§Wﬁo1n&hwutya,MwmgwnﬁqmtﬂﬂeCmL end the spivitual
gignificance of lzbour, which guaranteed men both the rights to 1life and to
1/
worke As God given rights these wsre not to be denied to any man. On this
(=) <3
bagis Dengough advanced a natural lew, the law of remuneration,; by which the
fruits of toll must be fairly accorded to the labourer: "I will not toil if
Ul L} (] 1
the fruits of my work are not in some fair gense 4o be my oun."
There were twe ways, primarily, by which this law wvas abused. First,
the labourer might assert his right to life and ervect rewerd without labour.
Bengough repudiated this abuse citing and paraphrasing Paul's well known phrases

"ho so will not work shall not eat" -~ "They who hawve planted, they alone ghall

18

eat! e Second, and by far more pernicious in practice (though not in orinciple)

vas the abuse of the law of remumeration by "landlordisw'", or the nrivete ovmer-

15 ' . 2 : .
_ “J.%. Dengough, The Un-to-Date Primer, {(Hew York: Funk and Wagnalls Co.,
1896), p.16. '
16‘1 1 ] T T -
J.¥e Benzough, "Justice', m.s.; Bengouch FPapersg, Vol. IV,

“ 5
.

17 -
Bengough, "Gist of George'.

18 , S . s
Bengough, "Apology"; "Justice"; Un-to-Date Priner.
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ship of nature., BExplainine the evils of "landlordism" broughl Bengouzh to

what he congidered Lo be the cause of the economic and social malaise of his
time.

Private ovmership of nature was unjust for it brole all economic lavs.
First, it contravensd the essential verity of God's act of creation. God had
made the earth, thus the land was His, no man could own it, yet under the systen
of "landlordiem''y in which the land was ”parcelled out among privete ocumers",

ren appropricted Tor their own that which rightfully belonged to the Lord.

Bub gea, within the tenvle [n turé] s 28 in Solomon'sg of oia
The money--changers haggle, and souls are hought and sold;
And that is called an owaers which can only be the Lords

e o 020

Since private ownerchip of land sssentially meant the right to exclude

=&

others from its use,; Jlandlordism broke anobher Divine ordinance ~- man's right
to work. The landlord denied a man hig right to work, by giving him lesve 1o
work. Similarly, in collecting rent or apvropriating value from production

5

in which he did not ghare, the landlord broke God's law of fair femunsrallon,

T

he gave the worker nothing of vaiue while himself taking the labourer's wealth.

¥hat does he do to entitle him to this handsome reward? Nothing.
What equlvalent does he give for the noney? Nonea?1

Thus;, xqile the labourer losb his wealth, and although hard working, determined,
and virtuous sank inbto noverty, the landlord, unjust, immoral, sud lazy, grew
richs

Thig immoral Qllecuion of rent led to whiat Bengough considered an
equally odious feabure of the system of "landlordism' -- the degecration of the

gpiritual essence of wealth. Wealth was created by toil - worghipful %oil, and

as such wag egually the labourer's and God'ss Also, toil was divinely ordained

19 .
“Bengoughy "Cruw',

20, 3 il -4 g3 ot
Bengough, "Restitution".

21 , .
Bengouph, “Justice',
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ag man's life activity, eactivibty by which man honocured CGod, and which wesg
nacessary in His scheme of things. The landlord; who appropriated another
man's Ue@ithy not only stole from his fellow being, but also from God. The

~

landlord who acquired wealth without working by-pagsed the divinely ordained

o

necessity of toil, "rent goes on vhether he wakes or sleeps, whelther he is

. . 0 R2 N . . N
ot home or on a journey''; indeed, he ignored his fundamental "raigon d'etre®.

Yet instead of calling for the abolition of private ownership of land,
Bengough plainly affirmed that it was both necesgary and desirable. Perbaps
agreeing with the sentimenbts expressed by John Locke who saw the development
of' private ownership of land ag 2 progressive and necessary sbep, bringing
P ] R e ems o 23 . P
the world from ¢ wild into & civilized state; ™ Bengough asserted that Yeivi-
lization demands that individual men have exclusive possession and ownership
. "24‘ T 1 o s H - PN H LIPS g

of the land. However, he probably viewed thig "owmership" ag a highly
qualified term, which rcally meant that man held the land directly under the

tutelage of the real cwmer -- God, thus guaranteeing & supply of labour and

the certainty of reward in early stages of society's development -~ a guarantee

instituted by God to ensure the progress of his children. However, now faced
with an increasingly complex society in which private property seemed nmore harn-

ful then beneficial; yet bound by the historical traditions of bourgeouise
values,; Bengough astubsly recognized in the concept of "land-value"' a way of
applying his ideag in contenporary sociebty, which would allevialte conditions
caused by private ownership without begetting the problems of socialism. IFor,

ss Bengough understood its; the opposite of private property was not necessarily

netionalization. A4nd; slthough he most likely borrowed the term from George,

22
Bengough; "Crux!.

e

3See especially The Second Treatise of Government; chape 5 —- "Of Property"
sectiong 40-4%.

'Bclgouph5 tJugticet,
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Bengough uniquely stresgsed what he perceived to be ils spiritual fundamentalse.
Emphasizing that "the kernel of evil is not the private ownership of the land,
. . ‘. SRR T Y N 2 1 25 - 1 117« ]

but the private ocwnership of the land-value'; Bengough defined "land-value
88 not created by man's labour but by the toil of God; and therefore, land
value was really God's; a source of God's wealth. Yet, man did have a role

to play, not increasging "land-value' but in determining its limits. The amount
of "land-value", in worldly economic terims, was set by men, not arbitrarily,
but naturally, by the pressures of population. As powulation increased so did
"lang-value.

Therefore; Bengough concluded, since "land-value! was God's and not

man's, man, while he could own land couid not owm "land-valus', for it was

. N . X . . N o . 126
"land-value ownership that defeated the manifest design of God. HNow,
faced with the reality of the economic existence of '“land-values" and pressed

-be

1

the gquestion of how man could deal with it since it obviougly belonged nob

e

to him bub to God, Bengough found a golution in the doctrine of his Protestant
ethic. Since man could best serve God by serving his felléw man g ?1andmvalue"
was to be appropriated for the service of the community. As the cqmmunity

- would benefit; so would God receive his just dues. Farthly monies could be
used in tﬁe divine econony.

Once he hed identified the economic problsm as the evils perpetrated
by "landlordism" aud the private ownership of "land-velue'", Bengough pro-
ceeded to frame a workable golution. The answer to the problem was; he argued,
simple enougho. It lsy in the redistribution of wealth. Wealth created by

toil, private wealth, should go to those who created it. Likewise, public wealth

25 " it a3l
Bengough, "Cruxh.

T Ibid.
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vt o 4 s .
created by God's boil, .and get by the natural increase of population, should go
to the COAWUH]tJa
It seems obvious to me that the free gifts of nature to the community cught

to belong to the comaunity, and the fruits of human ]Mbour to those vho
do the work and give a full equivalent for l»r,)7

What was nesdad was a systen of distribution which would, in his paraphrasing
of Christ's words, "render unto the community that which is the community's, and
I . .y b s T Y2 T L,
unto the private citizen that which is his, This gyeten also must be bhased

on the laws of God, for one problen with wealth, he argued; wes that it was

Q
\7 711

"errived at through the laws of God, but spread by the laws of man,.” The
system of distribution which could fulfili the necéssary requirenents was the
Sigqle taxe . v .

The single tax would not tax a man's income, which was value created by
toil; because, as Bengough pubt it, ”1ncome, is private when it comes from toil,
and no governmen®: can justiy tax private ;wopertyo”BO Instead, the single tax
would tex land, which althoush held iﬁ private was s public commodity, one vhich
was given to men by God. This tax would be so regulated as to appropriate all
revenue that a men mi ight now earn through renbu, value that he himgelf did nob
produce. Since neres owanership of land vwhich a2 man Himself did not work would
then become a 1iability, the tax would regulate the amount of lsnd any “1nbfould
want to cwm, thus, there would Do Bengough argued, enbugh land to eneble anyone

.

who wished to work on iv to d> s0.

-

This system, in all its vegue references (for once Bengough had identifi

ZiBengough¢ ~Chalk Talks ; pp.i124-125.

286 n o —
BEhgoughs "dustice'.

27 -
“Bengough, "Gigt of George'.

30
3 Bengough, "Justice'.

ed
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the problen he did not delve into the fine points of its solution until after
the turn of the century, aﬁd then only superficially) would, ag Bengough ar~
gued,; ensure every man's right to work,; and the right of the community to share
in the enjoyment of God's gift - land. This would, then, in efiect, rid
society of the problen of Jandlordism, and ensure conformniby fo the laws of
God and the progrees of civilization, all without disrupting the contemporary
socisl practice of private land owmership.

The proﬁef digtribution of wealth; however; could not be realized solely

;

by the impogition of the gingle tax. The single tax had to be augmenved and
supporued by another; equally just device, free trade. Bangough's argument for
free trade, and his consequent criticisa of the Canadian government's tariff
policyg aroge from hig Scripturally grounded economics, agd in particular irom

+

hig interpretation of the labour theory of value.

0w

Trade, Bengough argued, wag a natural adjurct to labour; and it arose
out of menfs need for rest. "Man must work!, he gtated, "bul not more than is
? 1 » .
really necessarya“3 Since man should take a day's rest every week; in order
to properly worghip God, so he must; to have the time, saltisfy his wants with the
leagt amount of extra effort:

our lives are full of wanbs . . . if we are sane we seek Lo meetv then in the
begt way, and that is by the way that will cost us least in time and or toil
or bo'r,h«32

Thig doeg not mean thal man ghovld avold worke. On the contrary, men was
to work ag hard axd ags diligently as wvag necessary to fulfill his needs. Vhat

was not necessary, bHengough argued; was exbra work - work which wes directed to

v

31
“ Bengough, "The Loose Screw'.

'32Beng0ugh, The Whole Hop Book, Pe36e
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savlsfy needs which couldd be esglly satiated By xchenge.  Through the medium
of wrade,; man could f111 his physical needs and yeﬁ leave hiugelf time for
necessary rest and re_lectluﬂer

The mode of exchange was trade, and trade was the exchange of like
qualities of value. Only those goods which had true value, those which had
been produced by labour, could be traded; and trade was also to he fair: the
exchange of goods was o be anmongst t ho :e who produced the goods; the benefit
of the excha@ge wag to go to those directly involved in the act of production.
Since bhoth value and wealth were, to Dengough, essentially similar; the falsr trade

becane the means for tihwe just distribution of wealth.

an
23 4

Since Uealth was "those things which meet man's needs",”” fair trade

could; Bengough argued,; not only f£ill particular needs; but increase the general

gtock of wealth. "In a fair trade', he wrote, '"each man gets more then he gives

that is Lo suy, b gets what lhe wants or needs wors. bDach gains by the act

34

°
e
£
[l

of trade, and this mesns a growth of wealth as a vhole.” Since each man gave
what he needed least; and received what he wanted most, he increased his material
wealth (by satisfying his particuler wants) and also his spiritusl wealth, (by

gaining time for rest and reflection). Thus, fair trade increased both the
physical e spiritual well-being of man-and menkind.

Since fair trade wag bo take place uninpeded; between producers, witn
each particivant reslizing the full value of the exchange, fair trade, Bengough

srgued; could only be fiue trade. HNot only was free trade the logical extension

of hig vocational ethic argument, but, he noted, it was God's law. "Trade", he

3 . . ;
B“Bengough, The Up-to-Date Priner, pe55.

24 . R s o :
““Bengough, "The Gist of Georgel,; pe.32.
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wrote, "is & God given instinel making man different than animals « « « God

meant men to be a Free Trader."

OuJy those who produced gocds could exchange them for an equivalente.
Thig of course ruled out landlords. lMoreover; the producer had the Gédmgiven
rig; by the "law of remuneration', to the equitable transaction of the ex-
change. Thus, any method which imveded the just exchange of value, whether

that method weg a regiricbion of trade or simply & tariff barrier which had
the effect of destroying the value symmetry of the exchange, was a contraven-
tion of God's law, end therelore unjust. Only & free trade would assist the

feir and natural digtribution of wealth, and consistently carried out "would
36

set free the wage slaves of the day".

Tree trade %aco it was God's lav; and gince it fulfilled the nece-

sgary criteria by which man mey increase his wealth,; thereby prospvering mater-

ielly and at the same time drewing ever closer to God, became a vehicle of

37 , - .
progresa; civilization, and brother hJOdoj Free trade became 'the law of
man's life!, the "life of the race, and the lamp which shedg the light of

38

help and peace through all the world." By engaging in free trade fan would
follow God's lew, realizelis own physical and spivitual well-being, and so in-
creage general prosperity and good=will,

Bengough's economic thought was an outcome of the application bothy of

whatl he understood to be Scriptural truths and the principles of a Biblically

35

Bengough, "The Loose Screu.

36Bengough, The Uhole Hog Book, DP.92.

2
J7Bengough, "The Loose Screw.

38Bengough? The Vhole Hog Books; pe2l.
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founded Chrisbian vocatvionel ethic, to the social problems of his milien. The
doctrines of single toax end free trade were, ag he‘described them,; "the earih-
ward side of the gogupell, the applied expression of historically understood
religious convictlion: "the honest rule, the principle laid down by St. Paul,
and the religions-secular resalization of the necessity of toil, "based upon
the oprinciple that God made the land for usee”39

In his appeal for the social applicatlion of both the single tax and
free trade, Bengough *bknowledged his debt to the American economist and sccisl
thinker - Henvy George. George wag, in Bengough's eyes, a prophet, bringing
Christian values %o a goclety deerxly in need of an ethical re-orientation and
on the occagion of hig death Bengouzh penned the following tribute:

His cause undone? @y sprang anewl

Hig cauge was God'sg - his pronhet call,
"God made thisg fruitful earth for all,
Mot for ths feul!

The sun ig up and lights the world, and men have geen thatl
truth is true! 40

And indeed,althougﬁ Bengough did in fact uniquely reinterpret many of Georgel!s
premises, much of Bengough's bhought closely followed the economic system created
by Ggorgee

Henry George's explanstion of economic mslyractice and his resulting
panascesa of the gingle tax were unique in their interpretation of classical
economic tenets in the light of over-riding ethical concerins. Although lauached
by the stimulus of a socisl conscience struggling with the paradox of poverty

. . A1 -
in an increagingly wealthy sge,” George's thought was essentially a further

39Ben¢ ough, unidentified, undated clipping, Beagough Fapers, Vol. XIV.

4OBengouggh, "Henry George", In Many Keys,; ppe. 219-220,

#geiger, Honry George, pelle
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development of a labour theory of value premised on the necessity of subsistence
which had previougly been interpreted by Ricardo, Locke, Smith and John Stuvart
Mill, Considering value ag a dynanic concepl, a.function of present laboury
George dishinguished between value created by individual exerflon - fyalue from
production', and value créated by the irreproductability and uniquensss of the
goode (land, rare art, etc.) - U"value from obligation", and defined wealth only
in terms of the first type of value - value created by toil,

While Bengough as we have seen also asserted tnat wealth was deternined

K3

by toil he differed from George in that he did not see toil ag just & function

-

of exigtence, but ag & divinely ordained social dubty. Where George derived his- |

condemastion of private ownership of "land-value" asg & ratlonal deductlon fronm -
his given definitions of value, Bengough not only also defined a rationsl condem-
nation of "landlordism' but priwerily stressed its fundamental inconsistency
with the Divine gechewe ag rovealed in F,r:;tur%Z' Alveye ghrepeirg sizmplicity
and brevity Bengough olten fell bsck on his religioug beliefs to both gtrengthen
or even meke hig | argunents.
George on the other hand, making nore extensive use of secular preniges; o
. /

and with a greater comuand of econonic concepts, argued out hig pogition in teras
off greater sophistication, Insisting upon & "productivity theory of wages'" where
he stressed that weges were paid out of the product and nd taken fron capital,

he mede a fundamental break with classical "wage fund theory', with its insistencel
upon & fiwed external capitael and itg iron-clad laws regulating the rise and fall
of real wages based on Halt hublan nrznclple From this argument; which led him
to a dynamic conceptlon of labour value, he directed his athention to the digtri-
bution of wealth, and in hisg interoretation of the Ricardian rent theory asserted

that the essence of political econony wag found in the "marginal concept" of the

law of rent. Rent was that - :
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}Ivvvca over whal the same amount of labour and capital obbalns
leagt remunerative oc CqublOne/? .
L4

If land was monopolistically controlled (as it was), rent had no dirsct
connection with either value production or land utiliby and thus became the
price exbracted from the productive pToéess as unearned increment. Therefore,
private owynership of the land actually meant the ability to aprropriate part
of the product without the expenditure of productive effort; ineffect; de-’
creaging the ﬁealth created by works ”Landialue” thus became an econodmic
millgtone; hanging avound the neck of the two paritners in production —=- labour
and capi al, a hindrence to progresg, and inequality msde all the more odious
ince aﬂd wag universally necessary in the mechanics of production. Thus, as

- George concluded, with any increase in productlon if "the labourer gets

more; and the capitslisht no more, it necessary inference that the landownsr

[t
L 1Y
€
2
=

3
reapg the vhole gaiaa”é‘ With the landlord nob sharing in production, yet
reaping the venefits of toil; "Jand-value" ~- through the systen of rent,

r,\

created an unjust distribution of wealth, Leadlng to poverty in the midst o

e

vlenty, the puzzling i radoﬂ which had first struck his conscience.

i

.

This argument wasg not attempted and indeed may not have been fully under-

stood by Bengough. UGsorge's discussion of "marginal rent! and the "preductivity
I}

theovy of wages' were to Bengough merely rationalized explanstions of God's'law |
of falr remuneration! «»-r&tional explanations he fell neither inclined towards

or confortable in making. While George gave ethical guidelines to his thought,

42“0 George, Progress and Poverly, ( New York, Robert Schalkenbach
Foundation, 1960), pe 17

43
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If private pronerty in land be jJust, then is the remedy I propose o falge
one; 1ify on the contrary priva tn property in land be uajust,; then iz the
remedy Lhe true one@44

Bengough totally grounded his economie thought in religious conviction. ALl
problems could be solved by the application of Christian principles, all social

activity was 1o be considered 1 “the light of Christ's teachings ag to justice
1 45 k] L . - Py
and righteousness’; ™ and it was on this issue that Bengough basically differed )
/
fron George. Vhere George's econonics rested on essentially whtilitarian proofsi
-

though vitimately subjected to judgment on ethical grounds, Bengough's economic
thought wag an exvression of deeply fell religious convictions, which not only
stimulated but totally justified and directed his argumenis.

. Bspecially trumpeting the vigour of hig-Christian convictions; Bengough
geized upon the single tax not as & social panacea, bubt as the economic means
towards building the moral socliety. Teking up George's economic suggestions
during the early wvears of the cingle tax mo vement in Canada, he contributed
counbless cartoons which condemned "landlordism" and praised and explained the
gingle tex, through journsls and newspapers ranging from partisan publications

Sl

such as The Square Deal, The Single Texzer, and his own Grip, to the uncommitted

daily press; such ag the Globe.
Also spreading his ideas by writing, Bengough included several poems on

the single tax in his published works of poetry, Motley: Verses Grave and Gay

and In Fany Keyas, His 1little book political econon 16 Up~to-Date Primer,
d In ¥Many Key His 1ittle book on political nys The Up-~to-Date Pr

sold out in two North American editions and was translated into foreign languages.

4b. Lo
“ Ibides pe 333

45Bengough, The Dogs Bad Wams", mes., Bengough Papers, Vol. TIT.

e



179
Travelling to Ingland at the twrn of the century, he campaigned for the single
tax legiglation then before the House of Lords, centributing cartoons to the

Daily Epress, and the St. Janeg Gazette, and while on & lecture tour of

Avgtrelis and New Zealand, he tool bime from his bugy schedule to deliver single
tax speeches to enthusiagtic audiencesg throughout the Anltipodes.

However, nct content to just popularize ethical econonics, Bengough

«

joined organizations dedicated to pressing for single tax legislation,; and in
this capscityy for exauple; he served as vresident of tfe LOfOHtO single Tax

ASSOCLCtlﬂn for cvcral year be 1nn1ﬂg in 10919 As audifor for the Canadian
[ahmegy et e " )

fa 1

Peace and Arbitration bociety he worked to&eiher Ulth
and single texer -- William D. LeSveur and during his tenure as aldermsn for
the City of Toronto urged council to:
adopt the system of apportioning the rete of taxation as between land and
the other scurces of municipal revenue in such a way as bo impose a higher
rate upon land than housesg, business, sbocks and salariesz, to the end that
encouragenent may be given to labour and cepital in all departients of

productive indugbry, Hd that the mere holding of land for rental and for
speculation may be correspondingly 6TSCOLr~ge&o/6
+

Vhen the gingle tax becane popular among prairie reformers in the second
decade of the century, Bengough,; now & patron saint of the movemnent, wag sgtill,
as a Chalk Talker, carrying the message across the country. In April, 1915, at

the age of gizby-three, his appearance in Yinnipep £illed the Industrial Bureau

Hall to overflowing, as he provided local suvporters such as Salem Bland, F. J.

Dixon; and Hellie MceClung with vhat L.¥W. Puttee in the Voice, called a "red letter

a

day Ffor the history of the Single Tax League."47

£
ADTorontc Councll ifinutess; Jane. 13, 1908, section 4A7.

27 R e .
“"The Voice, (Wlnnlpeég April 9, 1915,



The giagle tex, as Bengough underatood it, was one more neceggary

] .

stepn towords the vealization of a hapry and ethical Cansdian socicty. Social
problems of vice, sluas, end poverty were, he arzued the result of an
tunnabure 1 order of thinga', an order which disregarded the egsential spirit-
uelity of worl, and the ethical basis of economic life. Good order could
arige only once this umnatural order was overthrown and the single tax was an

©

cntza] mart of the concerted attack on unjust conditiong.

The wrong would bpe righted if those who possess the land were obliged -
a5 thay ouszit 4o e ~~ to yield & fair share of ils benefits to their
£
]

ellow mortals through the mediua of ﬁayqtionazg
3

.

In his tireless cempaigns for a just social order RBengough not only
made o unique contribution to Cenadian economic thought with his streﬁs on
Seriptural revelation and a Christian vocaticnal etihic as both premiges and
proof for economic theory, but he also illustrated the proposition that a
change in gocisl wvalue muslt be acccompanied by changes in the gtructure of
seclety. ot only must men believe that a Christian order was the best for

gociety -~ they must inplement that order in all spheres of life —- economica,

law, and conducte.

Living et a time when industrialism and the factory system were not yetb
highly developed and land was still generally svanlable,4 Bengough with his

‘5t

call for a gingle taX was a part of a genulne attempt by concerned Canadians to

one *o grips with a new exploitive ”yqtem and ltu accompanying ethog. Bound

s

1+8.(%,7Lj:;9.ﬁ July 30, 1887

49Mo Roblin, Radical Politics and Canadien Labour, (Kingston: Industrial
Rclaulons Centre; 1965), po33.
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by the traditional acceptance of bourgeoise property valucs,; these reformers
identified land monopoly anc not privete properiy as the source of econonic
"mslaproposty; and their soiution was tailored to the degree to. which the
factbory system had developeds In tinme; as industrialism proceeded apace
criticism became increagingly divected towards capitelists and profit-making
rather then lanilords and rent.

Bengough's ideology marks hin as a transitional figure. He did not
view the single tax as a gocial panzces and he often criticized the profit
sysbem. Yel; he never joined ithe rising socialist movement, probably because
his deep ethical convietions led him to mistrust much of 115 ﬁ@teriéliéﬁic'
appeals, His was; above all, a gearch for an ethical society. The single tax,
at the time it apreered; seemed best to fit his pasrticular religious point of

view and geenmed to offer the begt elternative to a contemporary economic gystem

that wag anything but juste

%
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THE VOCATIONAL ETHIC

Prohibition, the case for it and the moralibty behind it, forms a

e

substantial portion of Bengough's social thouzht, and novhere wag his criticisa
more explicit than in hig statements on the liquor question. Taking up the
standard of total prohibition, he hamnered home hig megsage in print, in

gketeh; and froa lhe speakiog platforn; always stressing the moral agpects

of the problem. Although, in 1896, he declined the Prohipitionist Party's
nomination to contest the federal riding of Horth Bruce, during his three year
tenure as Toronto alderman (1906-1908), he repeatedly introduced resolutions
celling feoxr the "7#*“3%?1VC control of ligucr outlets. His oratorical sad
artistic prowess was in great demend by varicus tempercnce groups, from the

Women's Christian Temperance Union 1o the he Song of Temperance and Lhe Royal

Templars, and at the height of prohibitionist agitation, the Methodist publ

company, William Bripsg, released hig well received book «—- The Gin 311
Behgough's prohibition arguments were 21l founded on his inberp:
of & wocational Chrigtien ethic, His stand on the liquor question was baged on

hig assertion that the liguor trafiic was evil, for it contravened God's Jaws,
both as they were revealed in scroi~ture und as they were expressed in the aacti-

vity of toil. Fronibition, Bengough ergued,; was a necessary step on the road

1W0rnntﬂ City Courcil lMinuteg, Feb. 25, 1907; April 8, 1907; and
J&no 27} 1()0'9‘
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to the realization of a just sgoclstys founded on God'ls lawz. Prohibition was

gislalive extension of hig parfticulsr ideologicel convictione

<9

g logicel le
The ideolegical grounds of the Canadian prohibition moveunent. have,

on the whole; been ignored. Graeme Decarie, historian of the Ontario prohi-
bition movenent, ufites that, in the 1890fg, Ygome 40,0000 Ontariang belonged
to such organizations as the Sons of Temperance, the Independent Order of Cood
&emplers end the Voman's Chrisbtian Temperance Union.” 2 Surely the organizstion
of such vagt numbers of people wag based on gome ideological affinity, at the
very leagt, & like recognition of the problem., Yet, to argue as Decarie does,

3

that prohibition was "essentially a clags movement"” ot a time when the
exigtence of a class gtructured Canadian soclety, with all the implications
that the definition involves,; is iltself doubtful; secems tenuous at beste.

Altloupn he gives tolen recdogrition to the exigtence of gocial values affecting

ok
»

h

movamernt, observing thuev, "sesxing o provect a valve systeum, prohibitionism

mplied the abandonment of important elements of it“?4 his failure to identify

¥ "L

=N

and explore this value systen, seriously limits the validity of his sbudy, and
actually, as the following enalysls of J., W. Bengough's prohibitionist arguments
indicates; prohibitionists were not protecting, but advocating change in the

contemporsery value gysten, emphagizing certain elements of it and radically

reinterpreting other agpects.

2

Similarly, Ge. S. Hallowell, in his study, Prohibition in Ontario: 1919~1923,

20 . . .

GoMe Decarie, "Something O0ld, Somet 11ng Hewe « o; Aspects of Prohibitionism
in Ontario in the 1898Ts", in D. Swainson, ed., Oliver Mowat's Onbario, (Toronto:
Macmillan of Canada, 1972)y Del54e

94~1916, Unpublished

4%

6]

Al

] . . ~ . PR - . >

"G Dbc wic, The Prohibition lMovenent in Onterio: 1
PheDe, thesis, Quesn's University, 1972), peR05.

/"}')_,li__cjz_p, ve(iii)o
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identifies the "oversge nrohibitionist! as '"predominantly comfortable; respecth-
0,2 Stressing the thenes of social control snd status

able; and niddle clags®.” 3

thet "prohibitionists belongeds

that Decarie explicates, Hallowell notes

anxiety
b and nogt resnectable peornle in Ontario;

jered thenselves 1o be the begh

they congidered i
and they were often the people who gatterede”é Prohibition, he argues; was an
sttempt by a clase who had attained social respectability to consolidate theilr
pogition and protect themselves from a steadily growing poorer classe
Hallowell sesng to imply vhat Protestant values underiay the movement.
» writes, "cawme from all walks of life but farmers, wonen

g
D

"Prohibitioniste!,
perhaps be relied upon wore than others &

end Protegtant church-goers could
never explicalbes or identifies the com

However, he
nity based

support the causel.
wvalues. Decarie totally ignores the popsibility of ideological affi
on a comnmon uhderstanding of Christian morality among the wvarious Protegtant
groups when he argues that prohibition was essentislly & movemenlt for preserving

the status quo, and that even the '"churches shared in the movement,; inasgzuch as

o

they were a part of the life style of Ontario's middle class
Thase approaches; while they may have some explanatory value in the
status group anxiety and reform; neglect the obvious ethical basis

context of
on which the ideological foundationg of the
he prohibition movement to the nebulous chameleon of "middle

the impetus of !
prohibition while others did nobe.

movement was grounded. To ascribe

clags" is only to say that some people advocated

’

19191923, Ontario Historical

Prohibition in Ontario:

5G°Ag Hallowell,

Society, 1972, p.i185.
/

6 Iailowell, Prohibition, 17-18,

IbLoﬁ Pele

tmrrootay

8 . o a e )
Decarie, Y& owcthvnw 014, Something Hew', pel1671.-
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What were the common values of the adherents? What vere the cowmmon goals of the
tenperance people? Surely & study of the ideology of reform is necessary before
the structure of the movemenk can be analyéede

The American higtorian, James H. Timberlake, in hig informative and

detailed book, Frohibition and the Progressive Movenent, 1900~1920, notes the

‘dimportance of understanding the ideological bagis of the prohibition movement.
"Tn a society",; he writes,

vhere nearly everyone pogsessed or agvired to middle classg respectability,
vhere material prosperity and success were regarded ap cvidence of virtue
and marks of divine favour, and where poverty and failure werc considered
as probable synvtomg of vice, intemverance naturally came €0 be viewed

ith stern digavproval and sobriety with high esteeme9

=

Tracing the prohibitionary movément through its pietistic, evangelistic Protestant
roots; its abscrbtion of oontemporgry belief in science, its anti-Darwinian stress
on community, ond itc cepousald of traditional democratic precepts; he drawsg
together the various themes and illustrates how a belief in a moral law,; a
dewand for industrial efficiency and materisl progress; and a desire to curb
the power of industrial plutocracy arose from a common ideological = cultural
base.

The Canadian experience, realized as it was in tho Atlentic triangle
of cultural influences;_was indeed based on a common ideclogical denominator.
The prohibition movenment was, ag Peber Waibte points out, a Ygenuine abitenmpt to
reforn society"; a reform which was part and parcel of a larger movement, a
movement which hored to rebuild the strucbure of Canadian socieﬁy into a better,

moral community.

Toronto centreoller; F.S. Spence, who, with his friend and fellow

9. . . iy s .
“Jolle Timberlake, Prohibition and the Progregsive Movement: 1900-1920,
(New York: Atheneum, 1970), peY.
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politieian, Jomn Wilson Bengough, was a prominent exponet of this new social
reform, best expressed the moral ideology behind the prohibition mavenent.
1The prohibition movement!, he wrote,

is not & mere hunen invention or fake, created by  soume novelty-seeldng
cranis. It is the inevitable result of great universael conditions and
forces. Vaerever you find an evil of any kind, something that curses and
hurts hwsenity, and into contect with that evii you bring men and wonmen

¢ of Chrigtian chsracter, unselfish thought, and earnest purpose; there you
have the elements of noral reformoio

And the MWimnineg Tribune, at a later date, echoed the sane seﬁtina tege Commen-—

ting on the dry's defeat of 1902, it announced:

The cavge on behalf of which we labour is the cause of righteousness, the
cause of humanity, and must ulitimetely triumph. The act may be killed;
but the cause is not dead: Fhoenizelike it will rise vwrified and

strengbhened from the tribulations through waich it has Jseda74
{

net ligquor was at hear®t an ideological crusade; baged on

LI.

The fight age
Christian morality, identifying drink as evil., J. W. Bengough, & prominent
prohibitionisgt, continvally agserted the ethical arguments of the wmovement.
His reasoning, his advocacy of total prohibitlon arogse out of the Christiasn
morality common to the crusade.

Bengoughis fierce attack on the liguor traffic arose oub of his con~
viction that socieby must abide by God's Jaws. Sinces he argued, all men

were brothers in toil within God's buuntlful nature, they were bound by bonds

of commmnity responsibility. All men had a duby to repulse evil and encourage

__.J

good, and Bengough himself, in poen, story, and sketch,; fiercely agsaulted

s

the iniguity of the trade and usage of alcohol. Liquor, Bengough asgerted, was

0 po wiod 4 - o
10 s cited in Hallowell, Prohibition, p.3l.

[e3

11‘Hnnvﬂ\n Trimme, April 1902, C. Drown and R. boo“, ancda 1896-1921:
A Nation "rencforned, (‘o Sronto: MeClelland and Stewart, 1974); P J024°
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both a moral and physical é@vil. It wags, hewrote, "the demon foe', and the
seloong uhore it was made yublicliy available were "the artillery of hellY,
the "gates of hell', aidthe thaunts of éin and sorrow"e12 Indulgence and
trade in liguor was totally evil, the antithesis of all that was good, justh,

and Godly .

"2

Reasoning from his aggertion of 2 vocational Chrigtian ethic, Bengough
13
gtated that drink wag Ya bad thing" for 1t "ruins the Soul ag well ag the Bedyh,
The uge of alcohol inhibited nan's physical and spiritwal well-being, and 1t did
¢ by 3 rfering with mn's ability to work. lLaboratory studies of the late
ninsteenth cenbury had proven, to a scientifically conscious public, the damaging
physiological ef frects of PVBH.S’P]l wmounts ‘of alcohol, In 1866, Sir Benjamin
Ward Richardson, a wellmknown mngligh physician had disproved the notion that
alcohol heated the body, and by 1892, the work of Emil Kraevelin, noted German
physiologists; had secientifically demonstrated that alcohol was in fact a narco-
tic, a drug which, even in small doses, depressed the action of the nervousg
gysten,; thereby causing loss of muscular control resulting in a diminished
capacity for work. WAlcchol and effective wor;", ags one invegtigator concluded,
. . AT VA
are incompatible.!

Similarly, Bengough, utilizing the scientific evidence to gupport his

. ‘o - ' . - 1
case, ldentified alcohol as Yaningiduous habil forming drug', > and argued that

12[&3‘_1 netaphors are taken from various poems in Mobley: Verse Grave and Goye

IBJeH@ Bengough, The Gin Mill Primer, (Toronto: William Briggs, 1898),; p.7.

14ﬂﬂmberjeﬁeg Prohibition and the Progressgive Movement, De4le

P Bengough, Chalk Talks, pe137.
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its use, even in moderste smounts impeded productive activity. A man "in such
-a state [grunkennes§3 ¢ o o 18 of no uge", he wrotey, "“He can not do his worke“j
If a man could not work, he could not satisfy either his physical needs or
spiritual obligestions. Since toil wags the only secular activity by which man
could worship God and meet his mabterial wants; and since alcohol destroyed man's
ability to work, liguor led wan directly o spiritual aamnation and physical
destruction.

Alsoy Bengough argued; the physiological effect of drink could perma-

nently impair & man's ability to work. The addictive nature of the drug created
Hdrink slaves”917 Once the "habit got him®, & man could never do his work
properly, and with drink as his master,; could never realize the fulfillnent of
his talents; or enjoy the necessary spirituslity of life. The effects of alcohol
wvere both deadly and lasting»18 .

The probiem a5 Bengough identifiled it,; was far greater than individual
indulgence. The orgenized trade in alcohol was even more morally reorshensible.
Unlike the individual drinker, dealers in spirits induced others to drink, thus
providing the inmpetus for the deterioratlon of tﬁeir worke As such, saloon
keepers, brewers, distillers and distribubors were respoasible for the evils
arising out of the traffic.

The liguor traffic «- the Gin Hill -- Bengough argued, was nothing bub

an atbtack on man, degbroying his ability to wvork, creating snd feeding upon drug

16Bengough, Gin Mill Primer; D.9.

Y rpia.,

18Bengough, Chalk Talks, Pe137.
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craving appebites; and ultimstely leeding to death snd destruction. The Gin
Mill bhad neo ideal of soeial responsibility; its sole concern was money:-

o & e 31nfui human passion, the lust and greed of gold
That slaughters these our brotl ers; Lo-day in hosts untold.19

Along with impeding productive activity, the Gill Mill contrawvened
God's laws of remmeration and falr trade. The liguor traffic, Bengough
resgoned, was cdetrimental to the general stock of the community and the wsalth

of “the individual. "A seloon'; he wrote, "robg the Man of whal he earns by

s masan A0 L . - " ‘ .
his Toil",™ it gives something of no velue and takes productive value in

X

exchange. Andg not only wee the trade unfair, bul the physiological sifect of

the goods -~ liquor -- effecitively incapacitated the labourer, thereby causing

&

bl

}

him Go suffer a losg lnvproductivity thet only increased the amovnt of value

already lost in the trade. The liguor trade, Bengough reagoned, wag nothing

B

but thievery, "for, to take a Man's Coin and Goods and give him not th

w1

in gome form is to do the Act of a Thief.!

eir worth
In a fair trade, rarticipants
added to the increase of both individusl and general wealth, bult saloons made
no positive socisl contribubtion.

o

Unlike gbores and shops, which “give a man fair value for his money",

~

and which therefore are "gocd in God's sight and in the Lyes of good men',

saloons by exchanging quuor for wages, something of no value for gomething of

Q
1jJeW0 Bengough, "The War Cry", Motlev, p.21.

ZoBeno ugh, Gin Mill Prinmery p.36e.

\.’)

_[.b 1 J. Ld

22Ib1 logDe37a



profuctive value, obgtrusted the progiress of general prosperily inherent in

fair trade, In fect; they created such & horrible 'moral and physical decre-

pitude, that the general gtock of a nation was depleted by the fact of their
opeTration.

Since the Gin ¥Mill exploited the woirler, V"the liquor buginess!
25 3 5

Bengough asserted, "is labor's deadly enemy'. The worker was being robbed
of his rightful reward, and the Gin Mill,; even though 1t employed men, could
not atone for ity crimes by emphagizing its capacity as an eaployer. For, nct

only cid that argunent hﬁLd no ethical forcey; bult the Gin Mill emploved fewer

=]
men and less skilled labour than any other trade in proportion tc capital, and
R:

L\J

ite product was simply social vice = "drunkerds, crime, misery,; and death'.

s, L

The liguor traffic added nothing to commumnity prosperity, in fact it

had a directly opposite effecte By creating a system of unfair, destructive

. N LA
trade, the Gian Mill gtole from both the labourer arnd the community. Tt im

peded the productive process,; and added nothing of value to soelelty by its owan

operatione g guch it was Yonly a parasite uvpon legitimalte business.” 25
Further, the Gin MLl interfered with mén’g gpiritusl and ohysical

well-baing. The saloon keepsrs, brewers, distillers, and disbtribubtors, nad

no senge of duty, and while creating no social value, bled the community of

©

its wealth, and by encouraging the "evil habit" exploited and damnsed their

fellow men. "The Ruwany Jiquor dealer "-Bengough scornfully declared; "is

vorse than a bed bug because  « o he lives by sucking the Hlood of his Own
=] (s}

24 e .
fBDArcuwh; Gin Fill Primer,; pe37.

“5J We Bengough, The Prohibivion Aesov, (Hamilton: Royal Templar Book
Publishing House, u@a,) Dol

end
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O

\ 2 , s .o : .
Kind " The liquor traffic: spirits; dealers, and even; he enphaglsed,

drinkers, were all norally repreohensible. Adding nothing to the welfare

2
* d

of the 1n31Vﬂdual or the comrmnity, and desoLow ing the physical vigour and

&
i=?
<%

spirituality of the labourer,; the Gin Mill was a detrinent to progress

s,
1.3

chack on ithe advancenent of civilization.
As well ag interfering vith the proper activily of men —- worll w-—

.

liguor, Bengough argued, by virtue of its narcotic charecter; led algo to

psycholozical and physical downfall. Secure in the latest medical evicence
i ' H 3 £ 4.3 3. .2!7
of his day, he reasocned that alcohol was Vessentially destructive by naturs”

and he took sreat pains to emphatically illugtrate this poin® in his wany
28
- - Y . . [} » b)
spegches and sketches. A favourite theme wags found in hig stories of the

"£e11" of a rwromiging young men into the clulches of the demon rume. These

1

werally the sameg and they all taught the same lesson: stay

O
[
Q

shories were all
away irom the botltle 2nd the bar. A "bright, hopeful, intelligent young fellow

Con o g 2 he . Wes
« o o moved by high ideals and nobles ambition', ? onceYeame into contact with

30

that "ingiduousg enemy of soulsY,”  would gradually lose hig self-egheen, his

witss his abilities, and even, in serious cases, his life. The first step on
the road was that single drinl, followed by a neglect in persgonal appearance;

when "his patronage of the bar diminished his patronage of the barber”331

26Ib3 dea

Rutobiimtvioy

27 - X P

/Bengoughg Chalk Talks; p.136.

8

“For an excellent example of the destructive nature of the drink menace
see the cartoon on the next pages

P ID"de pe1)7€'

0, R . 5 .

3 Suzanna Moddie, Life in the Cleeringzs, (Toronto: Macmillan Co. of Canada
~e reprinted 1966), poide lise Moodie, although writing in an earlier pericd, had
no love of liguor eilther.

3 hida, pp. 137-138.
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resulting in a speedy slide to obhscurity, poveriy, end wretchedgessﬂ
If the poor unfortunate was warried, and perchance had children then
the horror wes magoified many times over. The Gin Mill, by robbing a rmsn of
his wages and feeding hin a deadly poison,vsoon made him wnfit for work; and
reduced him to begging to support his family. His wife; forced to work her
fingers to the bone did not have time to properly care for tﬁe children, who,
as a resullt of parental neglect and example, greW‘ﬁp not only in povervy, but

in crime as well, far rewoved from The moral influence thelt a good home ghould

... 32
provida,

Drink brought ruin to a man, and through him to all members of his

hopsehold; and the lire of tragedy did not end there. For, through the hone,

e. "The state', Bengough explained, "is built

I3

drink brought ruin to the sta
on the Home, and if we would have & good, free; pure State; we must have Homes

Rt
X Tr2and UA?  TTavnno orhd ada Tompms V2 rtan s oy [ R L o P ramee
of the same lind." Lomes which Imow liguor were priscns for the souls of men,

only homes without the evil influence, Christian homes, would do.

@ < € e & o -] @

Church and mangion melt in one,
Shaping forth a blessed spob =

A home, & home! and that his own!
Where in peace his babes are sleeping,
Where for joy his wife is veeping,
Where his noble heart may know

Safety from bthis demon foes

Where's God's blessed rich may dwelly
Fer from open gates of hell!34

~
oy e . . . . "o
3 This theme of juvenile development in.an alcoholic household runs
throughout many of Bengough's works. For example: The Gin IMill IFrimer, "The Play
Within a Play", Chalk Tallks, etc.)

]
?Beagough, Gin M1l Prirer, pele

)AJGWo Bengough, "The Open Gates of Hell", Motley, ps«54.
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The liguor trafficy with its accompanying squaelid conditicns of
povarty and crime,; Bengough could only conclude, must be eradicated. The
Gin Mill, affecting as it did the home, by extension affected the whoie state.
Thogse who absteined ag well as those who drank equally shared the social
burden crested by drinke.
. As the ravages of liguor pointed out the orgaﬂic nature of community
1ifey Bengough's approach to the solving of the problem began with an agser-
tion of the Chrisvian gense of community. Every member of the community had
& regponsibility to his fellow citizens. The social tieg instituted by God's
laws and realizmed in the every-day activity of labour, defined ever& man's
social obligaticn, If every member of the community had a duty to his brother,
every man had an obligation to ald the poor "drink slave'. If every man
shared the cost, noral and sconomic; of the Gin Mills, every member of the
community had a moral duby to solve the problem of the liguor traffice

The sgolution, he urged; could not be a half-way atiempb. Drink wag
an abgolute evil and an abject gocial wrong. It could only be eradicated by
s tobtal atbeck. Moderation in drinking habits was not the answer. It would
not solve the problem; and demands for moderation only hid the grim realities
of the issue. The "respectable moderate drinker",; Bengough wehemently announced,

. 28

"ig the lynch-pin of the whole evilt.”” Only total prohibition could erase the
evil affects of the Gin Mill. What was needed Bengough argued was, "1. stopping
sale; 2. stopving importabtion; 3. stopping manufacture" -- total "bone dry

.
26
prohibition" .”

35 1ol
Bengough, Chalk Talks, pe.T147.

36.
Ibide, 140,
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The oxly way in which thig could be achieved was by aggressive ectivity

on the part of those who were concerned. "Talk!, he wrote, "does no more harm

.

oYy
to the Gin Mill Thﬁn Peas do to a Vast ROCke"J/ Vhat wvas needed was action which

could force the Gin Mills to clogse dovn -- Dpolitical action. ”HOBhng“, he

8 . s : .
emphasized,; '"counls buu hallots!e 3 Flatitudes, official condemnations,
Royal Commissiong, or vnioug utterance had to he upheld by an all-out fight in

the politicael arena. The participants were to be those nen and women whe rea-

2
lized that simply resculnz the drunkard was not enoughe)9 The very sovrce of

the trafdic had to he shul oife.
While we do all we can to pull the poor Drink Slaves from the Strean; ve
mist by all means shut up the Mill thet threw then inBAO
Although every man had an obligation to asgsisht the unfortunates victims
of the Gin Mill; no amount of personal aid would erase the evils of the ligquor
traffic, uvnless the source of the evil, the tempting, corrupbing iafluences,
Ythe big rich Mills where they brew Beer and make Rum, ag well ag the Bargs

41

vhere they sell it"™ were destroyed. All obther action would be ghop-gap &t

esb. Individual asgistance had to be augmented and indeed preceded by gocial,

Qﬁ
/ U
“Bengough, Gin Mill Primer, p.50.

8 it s
3 Bengough, Prohibivion Aesop; pe27.

7 For oyﬁﬂolen see Bengough's esatirical varody of.a W.C.T.U, member in
is s 01een91&y manuscrint "The Trampls Triumph'. lidsg Ge,; a yrinm spingber, {inds
hungry btraap hﬁ&inJ himgel? on her porch and immsediately diasnoses fhe source
his poverty as drink, and begins to lecture him, "Striking an oratborical vein

(%3}
NG

=

»-,.;

4

of egil
like a temperance aavocabe and waving her aras at hiu (buage Direction)e o o O
Begotted men, fly fromn this horrible mongter . « o« the giant evil that ig s rld'ng

6
T
through our land and lasying waste to our honmes; bfin“ld” ruin and devasgtation
all that is pure and holy, slayingour youths, '1117nc ocur naidens; wrecling our
happiness, cursing our children. « . ' Weary Willy, P*ug‘”bjcally answers her,
Hy don't xaai lecture, I want something I can digest.! (J.W. Bengough, "Tfhe
Tranp's Triuaph', Mes. pPe 6~7 Hioving Picture Flaysh, Bengough Parers, Vole IV.)

40 v ra es .
Bengough, Gin Mill Primer; pe.53e.

ngbjﬂp, .07



collective activity.

Sinee the nethod was political, the means of attacl would be through
the making of laws which would destroy the Gin Mill. Lawe; Bengough argued,
could elleviate the sociasl effects of the liguor traffic. DIy condemning con-
sumptiony the law would protect the worker from the physical and moral depra-
vities caused by alcohole. By prohibiting the manufacture, isportation, and

. . 4R
gale of liguor, the lew could rid socieby of the thieving, "blood-guclcing®™
Gin Mill. Social heslth and welfare would then hsve a chance to increascs

Although laws were the means of the attack, Bengough realized that
they were not the wvhole of it. Iaws cowld not change a man's character, they
could only direct his ectivilty., Good laws, he argued, lawe which followed
God‘s rules, could make it easier for nen to cultivate a righlteous, Godly
temperament. Thug, laws prohibiting the Gin Mill, while not changing men's

i o <}
nature, would allow then to realize their social worth, and in so doing, would
give then the time and direction needed to cultivate a good charactere.
It is oft said by - % Gin ¥ill Crew that you cannot make Men good or pure
by Lews; and no ons szid you could. To make a man pure you must get at
his Heart. “ut though you cannot make Follks pures you can make them drunk
by Iaw, and that is what is now done; and it is the thing we wish to stop.

It is the true sphere of the Law Lo keep the Path of Life clear, and to
make it hard for Men to go MfongAB

With the Jiquor traffic oulblawved, men would be freed from the clubches
of - drink. No longer would they remain unproductive. HNo longer would their
howes be visited by misery and wretchedness. No longer would their children

lack morsl teaching; for the home, that bulwari of the gtate, would be set upon

42 o cpagx .
**Bengough, Prohibition Aegop; p.7e

AJBeng ghy, Gin Mill Primer, p.71.
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a8 firm foundation. As & result; the state would bhenefit, Cogls involved in
crime preventioa and poverty alleviation would decrease. Better citizens
would create a better state.

Thug, Bengough argued, since the end of the stete is to ensure the
greatest good for itself; and by extension, for its citizens, it must act to
incorporate prohibition. "The state®, he wrote; "hag both a right and a
duty to protect people egainst the saloon ag a public institution"g44 The
role of the gtate in the making of law, was to ensure that civil law would
conform to God'ls law.

The purpoge of law was to engsure a just soclebty, & climate in which
#joy and peace will take the place of age long wrong, and God's will shall be
done on earth. nhd In order to create this hermony civil law mugt be, Bengough

argued, above all, moral, It must follow the teachings of Christ. The true
teglt of a lav, he wrote; is, Yis it in harmony with the spirit and purpose of
. Only those Jlawg which would ensure bthe unimpeded right of every
individusl to work, only those laws which protected the labhourer from the
exploiter, only those civil laws which vere baged on God's law of fair trade
and fair remuneration, were "good laws". The Gin ﬁill; for it created and
encouraged activity which broke God's law, was immoral, unjust, and evil.
Legiglated prohibibion would create a moral climate, direct the individual
in the paths of righteousness, and hasten the dDDrOdch of 2 just society.
Bengough specifically directed this moral argument at those who knew

the word of Christ. Invoking the traditional themes of millenialism and

AABelﬁough, Prohibition Acsop, pelil.

45 -, . .
: *bJ;ws Bengough, The Whols Hog Book, (Boston: hmerican Free Trade League,
1903 ) De9%.

AOpenmonah, Gin Mill Priner, p.78.




pietisn of nineteenth century evangelilcal Protestantism,; he called upon every

Christisn to sct in the recognition of his duty. In poefry and ghetch, he

P

trumpetad an aggressive Christian responsibilitys
Christian man with pitying thought,
Use that ballot in your hand!

Here’s the battle to be fought -
Church of Christ arise and sghand!

Break these chains that bind our brothers,
Dry the tears of vale-faced mothers;

Rise and crush this dezon fell,

Shut up all the gates of he11§47

The sincere Christian, the one who realized the severity of the problen, the
one who joyfully fulfilled his obligation to God and man, must act to vote out
the Gin Mill, and create the legislation which would hagten the earthly brother-
hood of man.
Bvery individual, every institution concerned with the wvelfare of

society must Join the fighit. There was no room for avathy. Any who did not
act against the Gin Mill were in league with the enemies of justice, freedon
and opportunity. Every man, Grip editorialized, must do his dutye

So long ag thig traffic is licensed for purposes of revenue, the country

is wnguestionably a partner in the vile business and every citizen who
doeg not regularly protest against the arrangement with his ballot is

o

egually ag guilty es those immediately engaged in the business of making
arunkardse, o ' .

And the failure of Toronto's Roman Catholic Archbighop to condemn or act againgt
the Gian Hill, invoked the full fury of Bengough's pens

He join 1in the appeal to Archbishop Lynch to take a stand upon the Liguor
Question worthy of hinself and the great Church he represents. His present
attitude is creditable to neither, and it is entirely at wvariance with that
of Cardinal larning and many other distinguished Catholic prelatess The
day is past for Chrigtians to be content with the reclamation of the indivi-

AZBengough, "Open Gates of Hell'; iotley, P»54e

480eip, Taly 9, 1687,
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racy

dual vichim of this inhwman traffic in diink; and the Church vhich clains
to be Christian par excellence should be above all others doternined upon
legal Prohibiticn. o « o The Archbishop is no doubt anztious to zrascus

a“ughpruo, bus the world is now auwcke to the hopelessiness of wor’t in this
line while the ??QW“”rd fucuories are ure to transforn
decont citizens into drunizrds. These focbories ust oo stonzed, and it is
high tize the heads of the Uhrlatlaﬂ churches said so with the voice of

dng at hizh pres

at
[&]

ER
L

yubhori &
authority 49

The hattle agsingt the noral evil of the liguor traffic was, Bengovch amnocunced,

a Godly fight, God wag on the side of Prohibition, and would aid in the destruc-

tion of the hydre-hesded Gin Mill. Invoking Scripturel support (see certoon 4),
he encouraged every nember of the community to join the rightecus batitle.
Victory was imminent, for the force of God's pTea°uro wag on the gide of the
prohibitioniste

On those who were involved in the traffic itself,; he heapsed scorn and

moral reprehenglons attenpting to touch their consciences with threat-clutching

1elr busliness wroughte In Lls poew, bhe Viar

<r
o
=n

T
Licd,

[N
T3
@
[
<
&

o

Cry"s Bengough penned the Lines with which the hercine, a young girl; a membsr

.

of the Salvation Avrnmy, drove & hard-hesrted,; selfich, uncaring ligucer manufacturer

to tears.
Oh gir! Are you & helpsr in this awful‘vork of woe?
Do eyes of murdered babies glare icily at you?
Do ghosts of famished mothers and mralthu of ruined gons
Cry from the tomb, for vengeance on you, who man the gunse5o

Legsl authority, as he had noted before, was not enough. Bengough, in pcetry,

prose and cartoon; also btouched the heart.

While he tried to build support for his program by pathetic persuasion,

4?§£3E9 Octo 30, 1886,

4
”OBengough, tar Cry", Moltley, p.21.
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»“Thou hast girded me
with strength unto the
battle.”—Ps. xviit
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Beugough realiéeﬂ that political activity undertaken by morally umotivaeted
ihdividu&ls was necessary for success. Agreeing with the lethodist clergy-
mon Reve D.Y. Ross's statement "let legal sﬁasion rule where moral guasion

. . 51 . L . .

is rejected,”  Bengough advocated a pragmatic plan for introducing prohi-
bitory legislatvions I, a radical stand, agreeing with others such as A.C«
Steeles Dro Delie Brethour and the stubborn Dre. Alexander Susnderland, who
eventually became’president of YCanada's HNew Party" in the spring of 1888,

he argued for the necesgsity of creating and supporting a new political party,
a orohibition party.

The old parties, Grit and Tory, he fell; owed much bto the Gin Mill
wﬁich contributed %o their cempaign funds. Therefore, they could not be
trusted to favour legislatibn which would hurt the vested interest of the
liguor traffic. The ship of state could never rsach the "beulah land" of
total prohibition while the Gin Mill held the helm (see carton 5). Vhat
wag necessarys le argued, was anobther political party, dedicated to %ha
prohibition cause and owing no debt to the powerful liquor interests. "Cagt
off Allegisnce to the uncongenial Parties [érit‘and Torg] »1 he advised, "and
pult yourselves under the protection of a Decent creature like yourselves
[%rohibition Farti]e"52 Practical political activity had to golannd in
hand with noral persuvasion. Or,; as another te@perancé radical pub it,

It is not too much bolitics that is the trouble with the temperance csuse,

but too 1Little. « oo Politicg is a part of religion, and religion that has
no politics is only helf a religion at haarte53

[ .
)TRQVe DeoY+*Ross; Chrigbian Methodigt Mogazine, 1877, as cited in Decarie,
"The Prohibition Movenment!, p.68.

52
)‘Bengough, Prohibition Aesop, DeR5.

55As cited in Ruth Syence, Prohibition in Canada, (Toronto: The Ontario
Branch of the Dominicn Allisnce,; 1919); pel40e.
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The onus of responsibility for the needed changes, in law snd aprroach,

.

ell to the individual. Although Just civil laws would benefit the vhole sociely,

only the concerﬁed activity of iadividuals could create these lawse. The stote
vas to ensure that the civil Jaw wag just, the impetus for the creation of an
igonomic law lay with every menber of the community.

Given Bengourh's elevation of the virtue of labour; it folloved that
a primary appeal be made to the working man to take up the task of bettering
society and thereby helping himself, The labourer,; symbolizing ag wvell as
realizing Bengough's central ethic, was called upon to leap inbto the fight
against the Gin Mill. In caricature, the working man; loving and considerate,

is arm flung around his goodly wife,marks his ballot for prohibition.

=

=
The Ilabourer, with the weapon of the vobte in hend can destroy the
liguor traffic tiger. As cach toiller works towards the moral goal; the whole

labour movement will rise up and sweep away the meanace of the Gin }i1l. The
action iw individual, the activity is common, the goals are moral, and ths

effect is social. The "men of toil', he wrote, "fix their fate. « . » Thay

have the gtrength; they have the voles; they are the ones who rule ¢ +

theirs is to undo the evil" )4
Jhile Bengough believed that social conditiong of poverty, crime, and

moral deorivation were found wherever the TLOuoc traffic operated, he did not

ascribe social migery solely to the effects of the Gin Mill. Unlike some
o L J:‘\‘L 553 s 3 £ LR S I
tenperance advocates of his day;” Bengough did not see nrohibition as the
f‘{/‘-
"R engough, hole Hoz, De 6o
55., . . o aatss . s e N a
Both M.G. Decarie, in "Prchibition Movenent in Ontario: 1594-1916%, and

GoA, H2llowell, Prohinhition in Ontorio, 1219-1923; argus that nost ﬂrOhLDJthLi stbe
gaw drinl as the fundemontal cause of poverty; and teunperance as the ranacea to
all sociel ille. The validity of thig assertion can be geriously ouestioned, for
in neither study wae any svebenatic auto1nb nade to wndergtand the ideolosy of
the reform. Decarie Tabels Bengough as o "typical prohibitionist', but Bengough
certainly does not f£it the francwork proposed by either of these suthors.
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panscea for sociel ills extending from lunscy to Lho wnite slave market.

A1though many would have concurred with fabhef 1. Hinchan's analysie as

s
1es

=

o

reported 1o the Brockville Recordsr and

.

Wherever I have in ny long exverience found blagphemy,; filth, moral and
physical defisnce of God and men, I had no difficulty in the great
5y

rajority of cages in finding the bottls at the root of 8ll evil. The
ianitys of industry, of 1iborty.56

bottle is the deadliest foe of Chris

.

Bengough did not egree with the priest that drink wag the "greatest and

often the scls cause of povertys He argued that although drink wasg an
appurtenance to socisl misery, it was not of itselfy, the cause of the wretched
negsae

The cause lay deeper then the problem of drink., "The fact that we

L e

pecple who do not drink and yet are in abjesct noverty!,

have large masseg of

)

£33
AL

: s . . . Ll e 3 - . 2 . . n)
he wrobs, Vproves that Drink is not the fuadanental evil of our sceial probleins.®

Pronibition wag only one in a series o

]

social reloras necegsary to golve a
- .

very complex quegtion. The root was not the 1iquof traffic, but socially
accepbed ideologicel convichbions which Jed to the exploitetion of the labourer,
daily contravention of God's laws, and community acquiescence in immoral gocial
activity. The resulting fabric of the social system was faulfy, and paranount
iﬁ the perpetration of evil, Bengough argued,; wvere thé lawveg upon which [ﬁhé]

[ te] .
social system is baged".?’ The laws of his day, he reasoned, were go structured

~ . . 60 ¢ s
ag to "defeat the manifest desgign of God". They were baged on an over-riding

belief in profit-maling axd esn incorrect interpretation of the vocational etiic.

)6“'0ﬂvvqllh Recorder and Times, -horil 16, 1921, as cited in Hallowell,

Prohibition, p.16s

57 . ‘rsas . .
’ Decarie, “"Prohibition in Ontario", p.44.

58 .

? Bengough; “"Jushice",; m.s., Bengough Papers, Vol. IV.
~
*VThid.

SO1p1.
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The populaf idea that “"work iz a boon@fBéngough agserted, was the
source of labour exploitation,.unfair trade; -landlordism, and intermverancee.
By the phrase "work as a boon', wasg meant the provision by one person to
another of the opportunity to worke. Thig perversion of the Christian idea
of work gave the employer, and not the worker credit for progresss and it
cregted & nmoral senction for an unjust system. HNHot work in itself, Bengough
argued, but work es worshipful production was the true neaning of the concept,
The fruits of work must go the labourer, and not to the one who allows hin to
toile Calling Tor a reinférpretation of the sccisl ethic,; he stated:

We must deal with this root thought that work is a boon,; and that he who
n r him ought to have our thanksaé1

Work wag ordaiﬁed by Gody not man. Thanké went to the Lord, not the eamployer.
The rewerd wes properly the property of the worker, not the employer. Ho man
held property in the right of a men to work.

Iaws which regulated men's soclal sctivity reflected this improper

ideological foundation, and therefore were to be changed. Civil law was to
be moral, it was to reflect God's. ordinahces° A11 activity wes to be juéged
by the measure of Chrigtian principles. '

How do the rules taught by Christ Pear on the Life of a land? o « o it

is not hard to tell a good sct from a had one when we see 1t in the
light of Christ's lawﬁé?

Only when civil law was founded fivmly on true Christian ethics, could properiy
be set to its prorer function, the wage slaves be set free, the drink slaves
rescued, and the just society realized,

However; changing the law and creating the brotherhood of men on

'Bengough, Whole Hog, pe72e

62§bidw, Pea




esrth wvas not an easy task. It demanded both a‘change in the hearts of
men, and pragmatic activity bﬁ'moral men and;women in the political
arena. Although Bengough argued that labourers must "vote to undo the
evil®, hes stinulated that they also needed moral instruction, to re-
cognize the evil and identify their duty. -
This vote fhﬁy can not do 'till they see just what is
v

gee
wrong and how it 1s to be mede righv. Whalt they need
is light
£ ”63

ThissBenpough envisioned; wag his task. Basing his appeal on
the law of God, a law which vhen followed led to gocial justice,; Bsngough

entered the political and propaganda arenag; most often coubining the

tvo. He had o nessage to popularize. His was the self-proclaimed duly

iy

Lo

to point out the wrong and demonstrate how it wes to be made right. His
was the gelf-realized respongibility of expesing injustices, destroving
the foundations of what he felt was an immoral, un—Chrigtian social ideclogy,

and identifying & new moral direction. And, prohibition was merely one

step, albeit an importent one, towards the realization of his just society.

%3 1bid., pe 4e



CBAPTER VIT

NATION, HATURE, AND TiE TWO THEOLOGIES

John Wilson Bengough, his acute sociéi cbnscieﬁce stricken by the
deplorable conditions of the urban poor who existed gide by side with the
extravagantly wealthy, angrily protested against a sgocial ethos which csened
to perpestuate this injusgtice. OCriticizing contempararj profit--oriented
business actbivity; intempérance, and political morality, crguing from his
fotal acceptance of a Christian ethic; and often illustréting his comments
vith references to scriptural authority,

If it is truve that rightéousness exalteth a nation,; we had belter

cegge mutting ovr whole devendence on the HaP@'[National Policyj
and go in for e litile common decency auongst our rulersoi

he advanced a pragmatic, wugsculer Chrigtianity as the source for a solution
to contemporary problemg. Ideals were not merely to be plously wuttered,
they had to bhe put into practice in everyday, rational activity. And; in
arguing for politieal involvement, Bengough agreed with his learned friend,
George Grant, who stated that,

ag patriobs,; we mush not he satisfied with dreaning dreams; we mugt

belong to a party.  As Chrigtians ve must not stay in the closet,

nor fly 1o thezk@m{; we must belong to the church. But gell your-

selves to no party or sect. OSupremely loyal to Christ alone, ever
follow that which He reveals; no matter where it seems 1o leadez

1Grig, Moy 15, 18664

2 . . .
G., Grant, as cited in Grant and Hamilton, Grant, p.212.
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Toling his oun comnentaries to heart, Bengough pruot1ced what he
preached, and became involved in adniristrative and decision-making political
and ingtitubional activity. However, it waé in his self-realiszad 'calling”
as criticy, cartoonist and educator that Bengough best popularized those values

which he fel® were both necessary to reform coantemporary Canadian soclety and

s

_set the ideological foundations of the new.

Ixtending his commentaries to cover all facets of Canadian life,
Bengough carried his values into his vision of Cansda's ideal character and
role. A&s part of a wave of writers in what Proiessor Franlk Watt somewvhat
cynically describes as & "national policy for Canadian literature!,” Bengough
expressed poetic themes which not onﬁf described Canade in religiocus terms, but
identified & glorious future resulting from her Godly idenﬁityg In describing
C8nsdien virtueg in the metaphor of field and strean, and in céncurrently
calling upon the church to not only reform its social practices but also agsert
its role in the creation of a Christien national identity, he wap conaciously

working out of his Protestant heritage. His calleg for a Christien mational

congciousness and church reform identify not oniy the variety an@ richness of

his thought but also illustrate agpects of a nineteenth century Canadian debate

on the nature and source of divine revelatione.
Expressing a value gystem which streséed community, services znd above

all, dependence on God, Bengough advecated a Christian universalism in his

evhical vprescriptions. Stregsing the "equal heirship of every one of God's

er Watt, "Hationaligm in Canadisn Literature", P. Russel, ed., Hationaliga
in Canada, (Toronto: MeGraw Hill Co. of Cenads Ltd., 06), n.P/Oe
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children to Godls gifts'y" he repudiated the call {0 individurlism and the
erphagie on personal success go comon in the cultural ideology of late ninaw
teenth century cocial Darwvinism, and in criticizing the meterialism of his
day argued Ffor a relburn to vhati He considered a simpler and just ethice
The universalism of Bengough's Protestant ethic did not allow hin

to concelive of the nation and itg henefits in any exclusive senge. Iig

l\) Lt
B

assertionythat the goal of all activity should be for the community, whether

differing race; creed or social stanaing. Especially important in the
aprlication of this ethic, was hils championship of aboriginal rights. Hig
campaign for the solution of the problems faced by the Cansdian Indian and

Métis populations advanced a point of view not so fully shared hy Protestents
of hie day as were even his views on business and nolitics.

The Riel Rebelliocn of 1855 brought home to a generally complacent and
mninterested central and eastern Canada the unhappy state of the aboriginal
population in the west. Cultural contacts between the two races had been few
and even the dedicated efforts of Protestant missionaries hed, by the lster
nineteenth century, not yet added sufficiently to popular knowledge of aboriginal
problemng and needs. Lor example; only since mid-century had the Church Misslon-
ary Scciety,; an evangelical arm of the Church of England under the leadership |
of Henry Venn, 1nblstea that its missionarieg imbibe the lifestyle of the
culture to which theyiwere sent. Venn; advising missionaries to the Ojibway
Indiang in 1868, encoursged them to

live among them; resvect their national peculiari tlcs, and ascertain uhr

industrial pursulbe which may be introduced amongst them with the begt
prospect of meeting their peculiar hab¢bse5

ABengough, "Address'y June 1892,

.

“H. Vern, as cited in Je Usher, "Apogtles and Aborigines: the Social
Theory of the Canadian Missionary Sociebty', Social Hisbory: A Canadian Review,
7 (April 1971): A7«
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And esriy Presgbyterian misgions to the Northwest, perhaps best exemplifiled by
the dedicated work of Dr. James Robertson,; were initlally directed to the
growving white populstion in that'areaeé

Vith dedicated missions senviment, motivated as it was by a gincere
belief in the Divine call to Christidnize the world still tentatively feeling
its way towards the notion of cultural equelity,; secular Anglo-Saxong, brought
up in the imperislist arguments of Rudyard Kipling and John Stuert Mill, and
influsnced by the "scientific" theorieg of sccial Darwinism,; could hardly be
faulted for treating aborigines as social inferiors and lower beings on the

r ) :
evolutionary scale.’ The resulting common infatuvation with mysterdious, romantic

descriptions of the savage often led to-popular migconceptions about native

peonles, and worse still, to apathy about their problems and needs.

ek

The Riel Rebellion abruptly changed this general Canadian complacency.

The Christian Gusrdian, spesking for the bewildered reaction of the Protestant

church pressy; noted the cause of rebellion as rooted in the failure of Proteg-

tent churches Lo Christianize the Indians. The Rebellion it asserted, "has

thrown a 1ivid light on the character and gtate of the un~Chrigtianized Indiang

of the North-West'; yel; it also realized the moral imperative that the outburst

identifieds "Their henighted condition ShouldAeKcite our sympaihy and interest".
. 1

The Toronto g;pbe, albeil seeking to make political hey on the subject,

vt ite finger on what many felt to be the real cause of the rebellion. Charging

6, . Trs . .
H.K. Markell, "Part IT: 1850.-1925", A Short History of the Preshvterian
GChurch in Caneda, (Toronto: FPresbyterian Publications, undated Do56« Dr. James
¥ H d F L
Robertson was appointed "Superintendent of Missions in the Northwest! in 1881,

7 — . . . . .

For an anslysis of this attitude in Canadian gociety see C. Berger; "The
True North Strong and Free', P. Russel; eds, Nationalism in Canada, University
League for Social Reform, (Toronto: ieGraw Hill Co. of Canada Ltd., 1966), ppe18~21.

SChriStian Guardian, May 27, 1885,




the Tory government with "willful O”THIHal neglect, it agserted that the real
cauge of the rebsllion was not go much current gsocial attitudes towards the

H

Indians and l6tis, but the failure of 'Sir John A.' to govern vroperly.

The poonle of Canade of all parties belisve that this wgbeilion might
have been prevented. The pecple of Canada of all parties believe that
Sir John A, Macdonald's willful, criminel neglect of hig duty is the

real cause of thig reb ellione.
9

P

Bengough, while egreeing that the government had failed in its duty,
sepecially emphasized thut the Indian agents whe had forsaken their "eslling®
and bowed to the lust for profit, that allutoémcommon "husiness etihice", had to
share much of the blame. While speculators made money selling bed pork and
flour, end Indisn bands were forced to the brink of ghbarvation, the Ottawae
government had refused to heed their cries for justice (see cartoon 1). The
speculators were immoral, the government unjust, and the combiration of the
two anelled a violent outburst from the onrpressed,

The Tcontractors'! whoge rotten pork and stinking flour have killed many a
mig

poor fam ng wretch, are allowed to go on with their knavery =- pubting
in their thievish pockets the full price of wholesome focd; the officials

vhose beagtly lust has overvhelnmed the Indien tribes with disease and
death are allowed to go on in the devilish worke o « °10

ra
shi

However, as Bengough further argued, the blame did not end there, hub
the injustices perpetrated by mercenary speculators and an irresponsible

o
tl

government implicated all Canadiang. Canadians, as members of Christian

country had failed in their duty to their Indian communicents -~ they had

complacently forgotten ebout the sboriginal population and thus allowed the

speculators "while drowing pay from the treasury of a Chrigtian peonle', to

Y010be, Avril 7, 1835.

10

Grip, June 19, 1886,
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ViT.1 - . BLIND AND DEAF!

THE WRONGS OF THESE POOR WRETCHES CRY TO HEAVEN FOR VENGRANCE |

Grip, June 19, 1886,

/

o
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do bheir devilish vork," While never asseri*ng that the rebellion wag jusgti-
fied, Bengough did imply that the upriging was a Divine warniﬁgo "There are

gone Canadiang’ he wrote, counting himself as oney who gtill believe in God

ag & Deing who will avenge the wrongs of his friendless children upon the
[N

netion thet inflicvs then or allows its rulers to do so.l
Bengough's indictnent of a grasping business-ethic; and general

Canadian complacency eg causes of the rebellion, although rezognised, were

not given prizary attention by the Protestant press. The Christian Guardian

for exemple; made light of the unjust practices of gome Indian egenits and noted
that although bad conditions orobably affected the decision to rehel, those
conditions were mogtly due to & decrease in buffalo. Relkindling religious
factionalien, il was certain that only "bad Indians" had enything to do with

the whole sffair:

Ve are

r dsnt no hethodist, nor Protestent Indian have any gy
mathy with the rebell
I<h

iion. HNeither; we believe, have the scobch Esiéj half-

breeds shown any digloyalty. It is the Zoman Catholic hallnbree’s, and the
Pagan snd uaLhQLL Indiang that have mede the trouble.

1=

The solution, obviougly, as the Guardian saw it; was to convert the Indians,

nob Just to Christianity but to Protestanti

On grouands of patriotism, &g well ag Christianity we should put forth

0
earngst efforts to bring thew under the transforming influence of the
Gospel of bhr;stlunluyoTB

This, the Guardien ergued, was of primary necessity —- all other problems
could only be properly tackled once this convergion had occurred.

The Canadian Baptist echoed similar sentiments, bubt conveyed the inm-

pression that the aboriginal culture was much inferior to that of the whites,

T .
Grips June 19, 1886,

R s s 1 . .
L Christien Guardian, May 13, 1885,

Bonpictian Cuardian, May 13, 1885,
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and urged the church to take the lead in the degtruction of the Incian's
langvage, customs; and tribal relationships. Oq?v if the InGians accented
vhite culture, it argued, could they "ever . . » bhe transforamed {roa gavages
. s . . s s w14
and pagans into geliwsupvorting and self-resgpecting citizens.

Ithouzh Bengough never shared view tha aborigines shou:
Although Bengough ne shared the w that the aborigines should

L

nied their cultural uniquenesgs,.and indeed, on the contrary, often

o
@
ol
(e
Cu

agserted the value of the Indians culiural heritage, his view of the Indian
wags based on a curiowvs mixbture of romanticism and genulne Christian concerne
His graphic portrayals of the native people exude majesty, honesty, and

solemnity (see Grip, Jan. 29, 1887; cartoon 2), but he aleo considered them

.

essentlislly child~-Iike and under the necessary guardianship of the sgtate.

15

And indeed; he identified them as "wards of the nation', This curious
mixture of concepbs arose both from hig commitment to universal Cliristisan.
principies of otnephoo s and from the influence of a contemporary culbture
which he could not escape; and resulted in his expressions of a gentley pro-
tective peternalism towards the Indian peoples.

Arguing that the Riel Rebellion wag only one ingtance in a history
- of Cenadian mistrestuent of the nativesg
the splended lineg which our poet Mair puts in the mouth of one of
Tecwngeh's braces;.ag remregenting the periidy of the white man in the

olden devs, are, we Xmow to our shame, perfectly applicable today in
comnection with the aduninistration of Indian affairs. « o “16
. i

Bengough demanded that the resl causes of the reballion be identified and

immediately solved:

TACanadgan Paptint,; May 28, 1885.

Berin, Jan. 19, 1887,

16

Grin, Jun. 29, 1897,
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Riel wag but an incidsnt of rebellion; justice will not be satisfied
until the actusl aubthors are exposed and punighed, whether they turn
out to be plotting speculators et Prince Albert or drowsy Ministers
at Obbava.,,
N 17

This was the duty of all Canadians. YCivilization to say nothing of Christi
demended it and,; he noted that, while bringing the Gospel to the aborigines
we.s both necesea ry and commendable, Canadians should meke a gpecial effert
to first alleviate the Indian's lmmediate condlt1oas of physical hardship.
Clirdstian mission ag he understood ity had to go hand in hand with

rational goluticns to pressing problems. And, while he did not illustrate
just how this Christian concern should be applied to the whole problem of

the aboriginel population and although he probably agreed with the Frotestant
missionary methods at their begt, his realization of the value and merits
of Indien culture, and his lack of religious factionalism did identify his
econcern as, if not more truly Christian; then af leagt mora mniversal, wnder—
gtending and compagsionate than that held by maﬁy Protegtants of his tine.
Bengough's sense of Christian universalism also determined his larger

)

outlook on Canada. Canada was, in his eyes, a single commnity. Although it

vas & nation, a group of diverse peoples, it was despite unfortunate religious

tengiong; bound together by the bonds of a common religious tradition. It

anity',

wvag faced with a glorious future; once every member had accepted the guldelines

of the communal Protesbant ethic, and in his descripbion of the country he

expressed a nascent nationalism that brought together current ideas of mid~

Victorisn Canadian imperialism with a genuine concern for the spiritual vitality

T6rip, Hove 21, 1885,

-

8rin, Jan. 29, 1887,

18
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rested upon an intense awareness of Canadian nationality combined with
an equally decicded degire to unify and transform the British Empire so
that this nationality could attain a vogition of egquality within it...
For imperislists the sense of nationality and the idea of imperial unity
were interlocked and identica]_o19 )

Bengough,; along with other weli-known Canadians, such as George Farkin and

George Munroe Grants; in poetry, prose and skebch often expressed the nece-
gaity and glory of the British comnection, bub alweys emphagized the unigue
role of Canada. For example, he found evidence of heroic British militery

traditions in the Canadian Arvmy of 1885, and proudly noted thet "Canade is

.20 i .
British stilll® And, even when Britain failed to uphold Canada's interests
in the fishoriss disputes of the mid-1870's, although Grip castigeted the

.mother comtry, it sbill upheld the walue of the Bribish connection.

So we mist hs proud of our British connection,; though the true, old,
uncorrupted British blood in our veins, boils with indignaticn at the
caubioung, cowardly, bullying of our monnarq21

Part of Bengough'’s egteenm for Britan came ag a result of her free
X . . , R2 N S
trade policy, a policy which; he argued, ~ wag the only just nenagement of

trade. His noatic attenpt, expressing delight with mogt things British,
1Britich Free Tradel, vhich he intended for publication as a Liberal party
cempaign song (before the better sense of his friend, the Rev. W.H. Hithrow,

preveiled), is an excellent exanmple of this mixture of imperialist manifesto

“Berger, Sange of Pover; pebJa

’

‘% 1
Bengough, "The Cherge at Batoche'", lMotley, Peb69e

..Li:r;:i,gﬁ Feba 1/;; 18'7/‘,0
22 .
Sea above, chavter fiva.
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is ebhical con-

mived with his belief in an economic policy arising out of h
vietiong, ' . .

- Cansdiong, Song of old Britain
Tovers of freedom and right

Arouse yet the country is calling
Arm, Arm, for the. oacoaning fight.
Ring out the new watch word inspiring
O'er the hosts of Protection disuayed
Three cheers Tor laurier our Leader
Ang Hurrsh for British Free Trade.

Protection that Fnavish invention
Imnorted from over the line .
g the choice of the gtall-fed combinesgter Lgigl
And the Tory lip-loyalist fines ‘
Tis a stale oub-of-date Yankee notion
Angd ovbing eristence st fads
In the light of the truth that is beaming
From our banner of British Free Trade. .

Monopoly farmg out its boodle

Twould fain keepr its license to steal
And to selfigh or ' motives Eﬁ@l
The Tories will make their appeals

0w cauge 1s the cause of the people
0f every condition and grade

The robbery of magses by classes

Shall cease under British Free Trade.

Then relly ye lovers of freedom

Of dJugtice and Honor and right,

Monopoly's minions we'll scatter

And put the oppressor to flight

Too long have our toilers been stunted

That a fewv millicnaires might be made
There'!ll be British fair play for the worker
When our counbry has British Free Trade¢23

Although he shared the imperialist sentiment of many Canadians, Den=
gough did not arrive st his understanding of Canzda's role in the empire fron

similar ideological premises. For ezample, while often portraying the north

2%
“BJp Vo Bengough, "DBritish Ffree Trade" m.s. Bengough Paperg, Vol. VII,
ug g
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in peneral, and Canada in particular as hardys atrong and fres - "the ample

24 . . ;
bracing west"”™ - Bengough never subgcribed to the notion shared by anthro-

polopgist and author Robert G. Haliburtony; Colonel Denison, and poet and poli-

tical didealist Charles Mair, that it was Canada's climate which wasg the

a5
fadynamic element of national greatness".“) Many other Cazmadians; including

Dre Willian Helse Hingston, professor of clinical surgery at the Montreal

[

.

26 . . . s . .
School. of Medicine, in variants of a Canadian "scientific" racial social

Darvinism argued {for Canadian racial unity on the grounds that the French
Canadians had, by virtue of thelr successful fight with the northern climate,
proved their Normen heritage and thus qualified for Cenadian citizenship

% Pubving little stock in such popular social theories with their doc-

f the gurvival of the fittest, Bengough instead noted that all races

trinecs

o

could exiglt in wmigon in Cenadea; for they were all nembers of God's family.
While the secisl Darwinian view of racial gupremacy moved many Cenadian imper-

aliste to lool: down upon non-whites, and agitate to limit immigration-to

[N
foe

northern furopeans, Bengough's commitment to Christian universalism led him,
whenever feasible, to advocate a racially non-discriminatory immigratlon »olicy,
and indeed, he often did all he could to assist and educate new Canadiang -
Chinese ag well as Anglo-3Jaion. |

Bengough's idealistic vigion of Canade as a virtuous Christian nation
wag often exvressed in the mebavhors of nature. DBegluning with the historicsl

certainty of creation he degeribed the country as "God's temple" and, Iis

zAJoHo Bengough, "Canada's Welcome", Molley, pe115.
25

Berger, "Trus North'; p.7e.
206, . . - .
Dre Hingston wrote a series of papers entitled "The Climate of Canada
and its relation to life and Health", (1884), which was the epitome of this
"geientific! rocial social Dasrinisne
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"table bounte us”927 Haturey although the source of man's life activity wag,
however; not nmerely to be worked in, bult, also a source of spiritusl reanewal
for man. HNabure mirrored God's truths, and man could always refresh himselfl,
and remenber God's lessons by gulet communion with the rivers, lakes and
fieldsy or silent contemplation of tree and bush and flower.

For instencs, Bengough poetically illustrated that nsture provided an
exauple of God's call for ithe brotherhood of man. Jusgth ap rain fell on the
just end the unjust, snow fell on the vhole land, covering with a Ged-given
mentle of wurity all mamer of social; and economic differences. lan re-
joiced in this egually bestowed giit from Ged:

Welcome thes, heaven-born snow, to the earth againl

Helcome Lh%y face and the joys that follow thy train!
Hail to +hee, pale and beautiful bride of the 97a1n*

.v

resty; and mountain, and moor,
tle and cottasa; Ffor rich man and poorg
ogs of the earth under veshtuwre so PUTConq

Kisging the £
Broad over cas
Hiding the dr:

Q
o

A pimiler identification of a spiritual Canade, based on a sbudy of
neture ag a mode of both reaffirming or discovering God's revelabion Lo man

wag a focuns of early Canadian nationalist literary sentinent. From Canada'sg

(R

first nature vriter,; Catherine Faar lrllll, who often described the gancvily

and gpirituality she felt in the woods:

We stand bensath the pines and enter the grand pillared aisles with a
feeling of mute reverancej these stately t”uaks bearing bheir plumed
hegds so high above us seem a meel roofing for His temple who reared
them to His praise. . . « There are me]odles in ocean, earth and air

¢ ¢ o» heard by unseen spirits in their ministrations of love; ful{illing
the will of our Fatherapg

27, . . PP
7bengough, "Pestitution’, Motley, p.18.

28 . . ; o
“Bengough, "To the Snow, on Hew - Year's Morning", Motley, p.128.

[y’
l\)‘k =3

o Paryr Troaill, Pearls and Pebblesn, as cited in A. Lucas, "Nature

WriteraY; in C.I'., Klinck nonoedo Literary liistory of Cenada. (Toronto: Universi

of Toronto Press; 100\), Pe368

Ty



and William Kirby, who identified the Qusbec bagin ag "God's footgbool!,”
to Blisg Carron who, at the turn of the century declared that it wasg "in the
woodg!, that "one nesrs the gled oracular wﬁispcr of the wniversal roasage’,
and in the seie veln swwgested that,

religion is not only from above bul from below. « o.not only the livieg
L )

1
Yord sent down to us from the clear sldes, « o o bul the whisoer breathed
11

-

from the ground as wel

e
31
gensitive, Ilntellisent Canadians, for slmogt three genervatviong; seavched
their comtrysice for vegtiges of Gol's truths. And, while there is evidencad

in their worl of the sentiments of the two theclogies traditicn (natural and

revealed), most were interested not in arguing for specific, theolosical

PR

approaches bub in stressing the essential spirituval chara ctexzaut of their

Popular Canadian art cof the later nineteenth century, Tor exanmple, did

.

not gtress, ag Cexrl Berger continually argues, the theies of rugged individual-

. . 2 P ;

ism and the north.”® Indeed, the Group of Seven, simply because of

tewporary poopularity, are too offten given credit for illusbrating wid-Victorian
(N

fenadian genbtinent when they <4id not really come into their own until the years

of YWorld Wer I, vhile too little attention is paid to the messages of those

&
o
ot
3
<

5
"

artists of later nineteenth tury Canada, who were not only gilants in their
own country, but recognized masters abroad. The landscanpes of Daniel Fowler,
Homer Watson, and George Reid, for example, stressed the absolute power of

Gots the sublinity of toil, the serenity of rest,; and man's search for God not
¥

only in the field and sky but in the very lines and colour of the intricately

20
U, Kirby, as cited in F. att, "Habtionalism in Canadian Literature",
P. Russel, ed., Hationslisn >,k4)o
2 A oo ek gbimtoduind S X
31 ‘ ~ £y -
“'B, Carman, The Friendship of Art, (Londou: John Murray, 1905), p.226
and n.130,

.

2 . . . . : ..
32506 his dipcussion in "The True North', pp.20~22, and in 4 Senge
of Pouer, p.132.
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2, who wnile he hzs been chiefly

theology, but

Similarly, even bhe chuvrch press carried articles, posms and gtories
all degeribing in glouing detail the '“gospel of the woods". The Methodist

Magaszine and Review for example; gave religious expression to the feelings

of A

Summer Morning's

Give me the gog pPl of the fields and woods w~
The sermons written in the book of books;
The sweet communion of the things of earth
N Fresh with the wvarm baptism of the sune.
Give me the offertory of bud and bloon,
The parfect cacoling of happy birds.
Give me the creed of one of God's fair days
Wrought in the beaubty of its loveliness;
And then, the benediction of the stars,
His eleoquent ministers of the nighte35

3706

Brothers, 1

32
B’Mnthoﬂist lagazine and Review, "Moses Vindicated!, 48 (Jan.

'Q/l.
J*J;hﬂ Da BNsON, Hature and the Bible, (Few York: Robert Chart

f)) ] poOe

BPkLJﬁJLSL Masasine and Review, 58, (July - Dec. 1903): 32.

-~ June

ana

@ Dawson, Canada'p eminent geologist,
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Fron the humanitarien animel advénture novels of Ernest Thompson
Setony to the déep nysticism of a Bliss Cerman, genolt ive; literary Canadians
atbtenpted to cxpregs their deeply felt religious feelings through enalogy with
the country that they loved and hoped fore. That they described nature‘in
religious terms was not survrising, for they commonly shared a view of (anada

hat expressed her vitality end promisge in accordance with a belief in the

o

o

fatherhood of the one (restore.

Bengough, with hig emotional and ideoclogical foundation in a Protestent
ethic understood and expressed similar gentiments. He identified with the evil

influences of the city as expressed in differing degrees by both Archibald
i .

o . .
Lenpman or Pol¢3?“c01vngea He aleo ghared the sublime serenity of Bliss

s
Carman and Catherine Parr Traill., Much of his poetry fivted into the cone
temporary curvent of nature literature. in which the author expressed the

. 3

glowing nationalism of Canade in lerms of the religious unity experienced in
a common continuous involvenent with God's nature. Yebt, his metaphoric use
of nature in hig description of Canada, wag primarily a source for the

reaffirmation of God's historical revelatbion.

-‘

Nineteenth century Liberal FProtestant theology, taling its cue from
A\

Friedrick Schleilermacher's attempts to reinterpret Christianity to a romantic

. o

age geemingly no 1onger ahle vo accept the rational intellectual premises of

eighteenth cenbury Protestantism, stressed the primecy of human religious

emotions over the historical traditions of Bible and Church as vehicles of

2

JéThis genbiment varied from the dark, dismal ”Citf a2t the End of Things",
to heroine Vearl Wetson's matter of fact statement in ieClung's The Second Chﬁvﬂﬁ,
that the fanily should leave the towmn and move Lo a farmy; for on the farn there
vas alwweys work to do, and in the town, Yevery day was bringing fresgh evidence of
the evil effects of icleness on vhe boys.",; Nellie McClung, The Second Chance,
(Toronto: William Briges, 1910); peb5e

(SR




Divine epprehension. The resulting bent towards an anthropocentric Chriatiani

went hand in hard with the doninant North American exwression of Protestas

evanpelicisn with iis ¢

3

sbress upon revivaligny the indi

pe

meaning, end the aywbolic character of religious affirmetion, and also not

o
i
fd

iduality of spiritual

vated man's identification of the natural world as a gsocurce of religious reve-

lation. This ideological trend was btenpe f& by conventionsl en wphagis on the

Calviniet concent of the guovremscy of God and the traditional; Protestant de-

rendence upon the uvltimete authority Scripture as the revealed word of God
and its corvollery exvresgion --- the theocentricity of the Christian faith.
Emphesizing the continuity of man and divine, popular nig-Victorian Canadien
Protestant thought at times so closely identified naturel with hisborical
revelation that historical revelation becare "natural', and serious dichobomies

in interrmretation seemed to gubside.

Bengough, in hig degeription of field and gtream, althouzh representing

this mixture of nabural and historical revelation, was yet prone Lo refer back

to hig Celvinist background, with its emphasis on Scriptural suthority.

I

naeed

-

-.g.~

as he argued, through nen's communion with naturey men did not attein knowledge

of God, bubt only reaffirmed his dependence upon Him.

I revel in this elfin under-world,

And eagily could spend the live-long day
Beneath a sghady tree in comfort curled,

Or lying lau9 face downwards, just this way.

Whi?o in #y breagt voctic fancies burn —-
What Titan I muet be in insect eyesl!

And vhat gtill lesser insect inxzy turn
I anm when I look upwards to the res.37

37J. . Bengough, "In Touch With Wature", In Many Keys, (Toronto:
Briggss 1902),; pe113.

i
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Furthernore; his call for a religious Canaﬁa; expressed in the metaphor .of
river, wood and stream, arose from his primsry commifment to an higborically
revealed Christian wniversalism. Thig religious-natural imagery appealed to

countless Canadians who shared a common feeling for the lessons found in the

- 1

scavlet of the maple tree and the thundering wvaters of Hiagara. And, in his
noat passionate poetic aypeal for nationalist Ghristianity principles,

”Uhity Doy -~ July 1%; he perfectly expressed the populer religio-nationalist
connotations of the nature metaphor.

o o o« Canadal

Behold the exblem of thy polity
From God'g own hand; read well the parable

- Here spoken by His lips. These diverse streans
Of Horth and VWest that flow and join and roll
In one triuwmphant volume to the Gulf,
Find voice in loud Hiagara Lo preach
The lesson to thy heart of Unity:
They typify the faces gathered here
From all the ends of earth, with life~ideals
As various as their features. Oh, behold,
If you would'st weld then into one great state,
One strong and valiant nation, there must be
True vnity of hearis, as wvalterg mix
To form thy splendid river - there must be
Not toleration cold, bub humen love,
And brotherhoed and large-soul'd sympathy!BS

. . . s a . ’ - . 7
Building on these Christian foundations he further developed his theme,

arguing for a country, diverse in colour; race and creed, yet united by the
common realization of the fatherhood of God and brotherhood and community of

manle

38Bengough9 "Unity Day - July 1Y, In Many Keye, pelbe




Sink differences; build love on things agreed,
Remenveri. with bowed and humble goul,

Ngs

That all salilke, in this dim mystic life,

Are children crying in the dark for God.

The old desad age preached tolerance; the new
Hag a8 new watchword —- catholicity:

Be no tegt known to thee, but loyalty,

And let Cenadian be the dearest name

To all they gong and dauvghiters; scattered streams
From moany sources form in unlty

Thy nation's river: yet each separaibe lake
Mirrors its own choice picture of the sky;

So, thoe'! the ssparate creets reflect one heaven
In differing views, and varied modes and forms,
A1l hearts may be Canadisn, one streanm

Of watriot feith in liberty and rishit,

And in our flag, our empire, and our King;

May grandly flow in ever-widening power

To match our one Ste lawren0863n
27 Y

And,; like George Grant, Dengough
regerded Canads ag the lagt clear field given by a beneficent Creator in

2
which the children of men could. have score; wntrammelled by ancient in-
gbitutions, to work out the beslt idess derived from the expsrience of the

pagtgég
Canada, Bengousgh argued, although faced with a glorious future, would

%

not however reslize her grestness by default. She needed men and women of

]

upright moral characher, men end womens who would work together to spread the
ethical velueg on which her fubure would be builﬁe Canada's moral foundations
needed shoring, her ethical framework required strengthening, but before this
work could begin, the institubtion entrusted with the guardianship of Ganada's
religious values, the church, itself had to Be reforreds

Bengough's call for church reform arose from his uvngquestioning &ccept-~

ance of the higtoricel revelation of God as expressed in Scripbure, and from

his support of that institution which purported to interpret God'ls word to mane

9
3’Bengough, "Unity Day - July 1", In }anv Keyss ppe 16~17.

40 . .
Grant and Hamilton, Grant; p.135.

e
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Tet; hough he firmly believed in the neccssity of church authority, Bengough

vags iniiuenced by liberal protestantism's emvhasis on religious enotion which
challenged church dogma and stressed a gpiritual message resting, not in elaborate

doctrine, but in simple, Biblical maxims. Creeds, he urged, should be simpli-

fied, cdicsent tolerated, and complex theological issues relegated to university

c

scholars instead of clergy and their congregations. Simple moral lessons, he
felty could adequately illustraete the themes of a Godly life, and poetically
and gratultously; egusting wisdom with scholagticism he criticized those churches

Whoge preachers preach th eology e deal more ohan they should,
And try to make men wise when they should try to male them Jocns,1

Along with simplify

L

ing their creeds; churches, Bengough felt, should set
an example for the community. The church wag Christ's 1Dbultut1uﬂs and as guch
it wasg chuﬂged with the responsibility for both the gpirituel and physical wal-

-

fare of the entire community it served. The church, he poetically observed,

;.;.
L3
2
@

"apoke the words of 1

Worde full of pow
Hords, too, cf 1
Againgt oppressi

oYy because; words Snirib-taughts
berty and human rights

i
on when the State had ncpde,z
&

Ag Christ's sviritval descendent, the church was to uphold the absolutes which
e advocated., Actions were elther righl or wrong, Jjust or unjush, sthical or
immorals, Any acti iby which was not right; just or ethical, should never be

clerically condonedy; for had not Christ himself driven the money changers

from the tenple?

-

's spokesman, the church; Bengough noted, was bound to follow

@
C-‘

8 Chris

the guldelines egtablished by Him. As e had ninisbered to the needs of society

Flopin, Jen. 9, 1875

2.
4’ﬁenqough; "The 0la Church', lotley, Dedb.



(he hed compassionately taken up the cause of the weal and poor), so did ¥
church hove not only a respongibility, but an historical precedent +
sames Since Chrigt held no resnocet for e man'g social status, neebing with
publiceng and rich men,‘%“marlbdnﬁ and Jewssy the Church was comnitted to a
similar course. The labourer or the shopkeener, the Chinaman or the Anglo-
Saxon, wore all to be equally welcomed into the community of believers.
~That the church of his day had failed in this charge and seened to favour

the wealthy and the well.-bred, gave Bengough ample cause to criticize it:

of a silk drsess as a SOCLebj belle swepnt
shing atv be aecis and an ilvory-bound, gilt-edged
imG-gloved handg
1

of that dress,

5

Bengough's criticigm of ecclesiastical ethics and the church's social

activity was shared by many of his contemporaries, ranging from radical labour

reforners and confirmed religious cynics to prominent mesbers of the clergy
theuselves. OAgreeing with Bliss Carman's criticism of a Y“cushioned chronio=

L

hristianity", ™ George Grant, for example, unequivocally castigated the

gthics of his colleaguese According to him, meny of them had failed in their
duty to God and the ideals of the church. They had 1ﬂnorﬁd their heritoge of
firm vnshaken commitment to principles and practices of justice and the right.

They had lost the reforming pagsion which characterized their spiritual

ancesgtorge.

2

4 . s
By, Bengough, "The finesh bbo
Pavers, Vol. XTIV,

.es; sketches and poems", Bengough

1'1 . * X T
W, Csrmans The Kinshiv of Nature, (Toronto: The Copp Clarl: Co. Lid. 1902),

PeR85
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To preach that men ghouwld live noble lives and cultivate heroic characters,
vhile the »rescher hingelf ig satisfied with belonging to a devendent, ig~
noble commwnity that has no thoughl but of gelfisgh plermsure or money-malking
and no pegcion save for party trivmphs, is not to fulfill the function of a

Vs

prophet of Iurmclat5

Similarly, in sgreezent with gentiments such as those erpressed by

Bengough and Grant, the Rev. Hincks, writing in the Methodlist Masazine and

Review, gtressed that the church should talke an active interest in gocial welfa

It is within the scopes of the pulpit to bring society into right relations
with Godg %o apply Christianity To our industrial 1ife so at good-will

)
; y G .
shall teke the place of greed; vo teach that the relations bo cween laboir
d be un a moral basis; and not nerely on o IuUﬂdCti on of
I to lel the gentle Christ « « « effectively humaniz
industrye 46

And; B.F. Augtin, in his tract The Gosvel to the Poor, arguing for a similar

revigion of church practice on the grounds of historical precedent; asserted

[ e
x)

thav since Gud was no "vegpeclor of ! goglal distinctions were Yewvirely

out of place in the Church of Godp“é' and further argued that,; the Church of

Christ was,
under the imperative obligation to consider the circumgtances, the needs
and the claims of God's poor; to so frame the ordinanceg of God'g houge
that no dighinctions on the grounds of wealth and noverty shall be createds
to go govern the hougse of God that the poor men may have equal righis and
suffer no disadvantogs. « eobo extend to the poor that sympathetic and
ooralal welcome to the public worship that ghall make thenm feel equally as

mach at home there asg their rich neighbours.,.
: 48

~

Z":S(}eeorrrc Grant, "Thankggiving and Retrospect', Jueen'g Quarterly, 9
(October 1901): 221, ~

46

"Rev, . Hincks, "Applied Christianibty', p.236.

rs

/ .. .
< Austin, Gospel to the Poor, ve. 39.

Ibides Pe 170
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" CeSe Clark, author and opinionated social cou<ent&tor on the nores

iy

3.

off Toronto, wes somevhiat wore explicit and harsh in his criticism. Stating

that Toronto churches were 1little more than status organizations, he attacked

the rrow-busginess atbituds of elergy who pandered to their rich patrons; lg-
noring all the while their unjust business scbivity. Those ministers who did

] - -

not smpeak oulb against the gouging business practices of their communicants
were not only cowsrdly, but unfaithful to the doctrine they themselves pro-
fesged to followe Unfortunately, Clark argued, mogt Protestant clergy fit

thig deplorabls degeripbion:

- ;. &8

I do not congider the great and overvhelning mejority of Protestant

preachers 3? the pregent day any hizher than the lowest and nogt de-

graded ward political heeler, whose awmbibtion is to pender ©o the MOba/O
- 14

L9,

Zven the Canadian Bavtist, albeit in totally atypical faghion,

-

rinted the sermon of a Dr. T.L. Cuyler, which pointed out the favouritisn

that the church showed the well-to-do, Calling clerical and popular athben-

tion to bthe parable of thes widow and her mites Dr. Cuyler aopealﬁd for an

examination of the type of real worship that weat on in contemporary churches
There are too nany of our churches in which "the vorship of riches! and
the undue deference to men because Tthey are rich too much invade the
pulpibs The commendation of the widow that she gave more than they all,
seens to be forgotien, and the millioraire who gives but, it may bey

a hundrecvh parts according to his meang; as Coes the poor man, gebs all
the praiSeoﬁo

The common populer and clerical criticism, that the late nineteenth
century Protegtant church too often appeared to be a church of the succegsiul
“and wealthy, was telken further by the radical labour presg of the 18%90's. A

- comtributor to the Jahor Advocste , Professedly speeking for all labourers

('\
4 CoSe Claris Of Toronto the Good, - (Montreal: The Toronto Publighing Co.
b &)
Q*“8),, Coles Canadiana Collection,; p.162.

g etern

Conndian Bartigt, April 27, 10862,
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cherged that the church worship»ed money instead of God.

The ¢hurch in ell its divisions worehips money. The church kunowa that

- there is 8 God and by wvords they address Him, but only a few, a remnant,
the galt; mean 1%, and alL the others worghip money. lloney is the chiefl
god of the Christisn Church, and when the earth's Toundation of mrity

7

risgtie 7

is thus prosireted what else is left to be pure?54
- i

[ax
ox
.

[

And the Advocate, editorielly, repeated this gentinent, stressing that lavish

church buiidings and a vell-fed clergy were in part responsible for the une

¢

wholegone conditions of the labouring poor.

Vhile cogtly churches ars being bulld; while hundreds of millicns cof
untaxed church vronerty ig in realilty added to the unjust taixes they
alCﬁdqy'ghy; whilo sleel; well-fed; well-to-dc clergyien preach con-
tent ond submizesion to the toiling poverly gtricken measses, who ligten
PUA ]

to themn, the rich are ever fesher becoming nore rich, the poor are
ever fester Dbeconing more poore52 :

.‘

Bengough's criticism of the moral standards of the contemporary church
vere part of a growing dissatisfaction with what had becone normel clerical
actbivity. Z=Epsentially, whethser the charges came from a radical Jabour journzl

like the Lebor Advocate, or from a highly respected cleric like Gsorge Grant,

the criticisms were very ginilar. The church had strayed away from the itrue
principles of Christianity. It had lost its identity as e community for all
helievers, it haed neglected itz charge to teach abgolube moral values; it had
bo its divinely ordained vesponsibility for the spiritual and
physical welfare of all mankind, and thus, it needed-reforms

The church; as Bengough gaw 1t,; had to be once again directed back to
the princivles of its founder. Itg role in Canadianrlife was to be re~evaluated;

and its message revised, go that it could respond to the new demands of the

timeg. Howevery; as he noted; it had also to reassert its traditional role as

51Labor Advocate, Sept. 11, 1891,

52

Labor Advocate; Dec. 55 1820,
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educator and guardisn of social values, and become once agailn, the locus of
the entire Canadian communitye.

Supremcly coascioug of workln” out of his Protegtant background,
Bengough combined traditionsl elements of Calvinist thought, especially an
ingistance i the awesome transcendence of God and His message for manikind
as revealed throvgh Scripture with a partial accpntancr of emotionally
directed liberal Protestant thought. As a result, his ethical oronouncements
were never expressed above a popularly identifisble level of genevelity énd

R

almost fundamentelist simplicity. For example, his poetic critique of Bibli-

aith 1n the credibility of the Bihble as the

bty

g1 reagserted hic

L—I.

sal critic
revealad word of God, and both underlined nis sincere Chrlsblan faith and his
belief that the Scrivbures were essentially simple to understand when not
cluttered end aduiterated by pedantic, secular scholasticisn.

I hsve no quarrel with learning -- wise dogtors have their place —-

But the scalpel of the gcholar can not dissect God's grace,

Adieu sir, I musv hasten; heaven bless all critics true,

But with the Rock on which I build, their task has nought to d0953‘

4 g .

Hig religioug thought represented Canadian Protestantism in treansition,

neither fully traditional nor fully liberal, neither Ritschlian nor totally

theoceﬁtrlc, yebt genuinely asserting that Chrigtian steandards made the only

~viable framevork for sgociety.

hs proeszident of the Toronto Single Tax Association, Bengough agreed

with that organization's identification of the basis of social reform. The

. 1

noot question in the Asgocia bion's eyes was: "How can we bring our gocial

5k

adjustuents into harmony with the principles of Christianity?" Members

)BBenrﬁvoa, "The Higher Criticism", lMotley, p.166.

[5‘ [l ol . s
“vSocial Etnlcn, (toronto Single Tox Association, 1889).
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end scherents to the Single Tazx hovement, all over Canada, saw it not as morely

.

an econonic theory, but as a "greal movenment for peace; for democracy, for
55

civilization, for freedon, a great mcoral and religious forcei. Beugouzh's

socizl critiguess echoed thege ssrme ideals. The esscatlal question that faced

contemporary Canadien sociebty he wrote, was "how do the rules taught by Christ

56

bear on the life of the land?" And, it weg not gimply social reform that h

@

sought, bubt a regeneration of moral sentiment and the release of a new gpirit-

vality ax well.
Bengoush was rart of a group of ien and wonmen ideologically committed

to regenerating the moral sentiment of laber nineteenth century Canadien

societys. Social values, they asgerted, had to follow Christian ethics.

-
rran

g radical labour newspaper, mhwcn noted:

In our congtit on we “irst of all acknowledged our delendence upnn
i

ubl
Almighty God; believing that all good impulses on earith szring from
hig Hearu; and that no government can progper win which doeg nov

)
posgess hilg blessing. *57

T

to g Protestant Church publication which agresd:

There is ¢ ¢ « only one golution « « o the diffusion of nore of the
Sﬁrﬁ}ﬁ?c‘Hﬁ@ndCMNSM&ARIﬁlﬂﬁ(mﬁﬁﬂlv-mnﬁ,mwdw,ﬂ
the Churches. « « but in itz trades and industries and : Janufgcturese58

c‘l‘

this growing group of dedicated men end women, saw their purpose as restructuring
society in terns of the ideals of service, duty, and community obligation; as
ereating new institutionalized methods of solving problems once the regyonsi-

bility of the family, and, while upholding the religioug traditions of the

5%&esmrk>mer,Oﬁmﬁpwﬁ,Dmmﬂmr?%Ba

Bengough, Whole Hoo, pe7.

Labor Advocate, April 17, 1891,

Canadian lethodiet lacezine, 22 (July -~ Dece 1985)5 10236,




of the nationzl heritore,

C
5)Bengough, The (1

building a new gocial Franework in which to zolve

10

A,

er Theory of George Honrv, Bengough Pavers, Vol. IV,




The vprevious chapters have outlined the intricacies of J.UW. Bengouch's
thought; tracing its origins in the religious tradition of a vocational Christian
ethic and stating and identifying Bengough's application of these ethical idealé;
nis vopularity and effech, and his ideologicsl relationship to hig contempor-

1

aries.. Yet, a few remaining guestions have still to be angiered. What does
Bengough's social thought tell us zbout his ,ﬂe? Does the analysis of his ideo-
logical argusents f01 gocial reform hint at new approaches to the study of
‘Canadian reform movements; spproaches which may clarify and expand others pre-
viously propnozed? These questions aré too important to ignore, and yet too
_exbtenszive to admit satisfact ory angwer here. However; it is important to pro-
pose tentative cancluszuns to them, for without this attempt; no study of
Bengough's ideology can ever hope to be completee

John HilsonlBengough wa.s a well-known jourpalist and goclal critic. As
caricaturist; post, author, and lucturer, hig fame spread throughout the country
and for beyond. Indeed, it was highly improbable that any Canadian exce 2pt may
be the illiterate or total%,uninter bed, vas not aware of Bengough's name or
the critical, didactic 1atura of his social and political commentaries

Bengough's ansalysis of; and proposed solutions to, gocial probleus,
identify him ag & vocal proponent of a rigorous ethic of moral behaviour. As
& journalist, he attempted to identify and popularize what he felt to be the
hishest guiding moral principles of social and political activity, thereby

dwelling, in Ralph Connor's description of contemporary jowrnalism, in the
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Yunland regiong of clear sxiem and pure airg".

The Jourralistic World hag itd own diversity of mountain and nlain, ard
it own wveriety of inhabitonts. There asre ite mountain ronges and upland
regions of clear skies and pure ailrs, vhere sre wide outlooks and hori-
zons vhose dim lineg fade beyond the reach of clear visione Anid these
mountain ranges and uoon these uplands dwell nea among the immortals i

vhom hag coze the "vigion splendid" and whose are the voices that in the
crigsis of a wan or of a nation give forth the call that turns ths face

upward to life eterncl and leinea1

g Although he vigerously criticised any immoral acvivity, and weny con-

temporaries felt the gting

(=}

of his pen, Bengough's vwork never descended %o
pergsonal diatribe. Persong were not his object, practices weres Directing
his bharbg at the activity and not the mwan himself, Bengough volced the ethical

Jesgong learned in early VWhitby days:

4

any fellow-being « » « « The Omnipotent

Unnappy is the man vho hates
£ sgainst every such sentiment.,
o

g
hath gset his eternal fist

’l"(
ag

And, in his final hook of verse he vnderlined thig apnroach,

For nc true poet ever hated man,

Tho'! hating deed and policies of men..
2

Bengough was,; above all, a social reformer., His works, in caricature;

poen and speech, advanced the ethical values he proposed for a society in need
of reform., Hopilng to eradicate voverty, went, injustice and inequality, he

critically evaluated orary conditlons, judging them on an ethical basis,

end hoping; through hig commeunts,; to teach the values necessery in a soclety
reformed .
Seeking to understand and influence the direction of change, Bengough

rejected the legitimacy of the modern factory gystem, from its ownership through

to its ethos. Arguing that the seli-seeking, profit-orientsd industrial cthic

1 e o
R. Coanor, The Doctor, (Hew York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1906);, p.19%.

2 (] ) 7
\hithr Gezette, Hovember 5, 1862,

e}
“Bengough, “The FPoem of Pretoria Dsy", In lMnny Fevse
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underlay the unequal and unjust systenm of mwleriel approvnriation, Bengoush
aggerved that technological advaunop, Lo be pocially bsneficial, hed to be
ceconpanied by & commmity-oriented Chrigstian ethic. Horal progress, as he
noted, muet keep up with material progress. |

Host gocial or economic problems; conditions of pauncity paralleling
affiuencesand political chicanery, were the results of a nrevailing unethical,
enti-social ideology. Only by founding social morelity on Christian principles
could these problems be solved; religiom was to be not merely e conventional
expectation; bub & primasry commitnent.
3o Jong as we acouiesce in the maintenance of these wrongs of what avail

our professions of “hviqtianitv9 What the proclametion of its sublini-
e keen our Lellﬂﬁc tegraded beneath a hu re injustice? What
vail our preaching unless it begels a gpirit zealous to rectify wrongs,
to establish the trimwmh of r:ghcecusne‘s?f Yhat avail our oeremon1eu and
organizations unless founded on the ebernal principles of ju
P

;)
uhc“e are things God will not do for us, things the accompli 3hﬂnnu of
=

=5

vhich He hes left for us to do, for which He holds us respons
sow ghall we reep. L0 nen gavher pgrarzes fron thorns or Tigs
Sowing injustice can we reap the fruits of justice, sow1n5 uar
can we read righteousness? DBuilding on the foundation of the
evil; how can we establish the kingdom of Gou?/

ad

B

3

Arguing from his complete acceptance of a Christian vocational ethic,
Bengough asserted that soclal injustice could only be ameliorated by a diligent
application of the proper, Biblically sanctioned, principles of work.
Labourers were to be fairly reimbursed for their toil. Work was to be ful-
filling and properly alterndfed with periods of rest and spiritual reflection,
And, only those who assisted in the means of production were to realize rebturn
from the produce; for work was divinely ordained; ruled by Godlg lawg, and
properly understood, was a means for spiritual as well as physical fulfillment,
and not merely a method of ensuring survivel or attaining material abundance.

Inplied within this vocational ethic were the ideals of community,

brotherhood, service and duty. AllL men, Bengough asserted, were brothers in

4Bengough, "Address', Social Reformer, June 1682,
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thaf they were given equal access by God to the fruits of His creation. This
demanded that men treat each other as themselves, that the community good and
not merély individual benefit should govern all gocial, economic and political
activity. And; only when these Christian vocational ideas were accepted snd
implemented could Canadian sociely fealize the just and glorious future that
avaited it. However,; merely stating these values; he realized, ﬁould not
deliver the fubure. 1éy were to be implemented through programs of goclal
reform; directed not only Lo educate and ingtill new social values, but to
change the structure of social institutions es well; and Bengough conbined
this dual imperative in his championship of both the singls tex and prohibition.
= Hever viewing the gingle tax ag a panacea for social 1ills, Bengough
nevertheless argued %hat, due to its foundations in Scripbural revelation and

its ethically supvorted arguments, 1t was a necegsary gtep in the total: plan

'-_l .

of sccial reform. In recognizing the right of every man to work and the suprene
suthority of God, the single tax as he understood it, not only defined the

Chrigtian values necessary for egocial intercourge -~ service; equality and commue-

nity ~-- but it created the economic frawework which would lesd both to the

o

realization of thoge valnes and provide the sfructural sanction for their im-
plenentation.

Likewise; prohibition iterated moral values and so structured society
as to encourage their realization. Bengough championed the ban on ligucor not
bscause he felt threatened and wished to re-affirm his social posibion, bubt bhe-
cause he genuinely believed that the Scriptural and vocabional values that
prohibition expressed were necessary for the reform of contemporary society.

Alcohol impeded men's life activity by confusing their ability to worlk, thereby

leading then to physical and gpiritual depravity. No just or moral society



e

could condone guch a "dewmon fell', for the "eurse of heaven”5 damred it.
P*ohibitioﬁ, the lepsl embargo against alcohol, npt 5n1y tauzht that
intenperence was immoral and contrary to the Divine will, but provided
gtructural senctions uL&lﬁStlit -~ a law vhich would ensure that every
member of society would be directed in the moral joth. |

This game thematic development of the verity of historical reve-
letion ag found in Scripture and the Biblically ssnctioned application of
a vocatbional ethic determined not only Bengough's public commentaries. but
his whole outlook ag well. Consciously working out of his Protestant heri-
tage, he stressed the religious basie of seculap thought, and his social
ideology wasg cevéloo ad out of the application to his contemporary socleiy
of princinles ariging from his mixbture of traditiocnal Calvinist e;nh new

liberal Protestant txouohte Stressing both the rational and emotional apoeal

of the Chrigtian wmesgstugs, he advocabted a vocaibional ethic which advanced
simplicity; service, community end the universality of the Message. And,

further applying this approach; he desgcribed Canada in terms of the essential
spiritvality reflected in her terrvain and charged the Church with its respon-
sibility in the creation of a national senbtiment based on her fulfilluent
of her historic migsion to mankind.

This illustration of the basis of Bengéugh‘s social thovght identi-
fies & direction of study for later nineteenth century uuncdlan gociety in
general and reform sentinent in particular. Ag yet, little ewxbtencive work

hag been done on Canadian socicl ideologys. A.R. Allen huas identified the

religious foundations of early twentieth century social reform,; lichael Bliss

5Bnn gough, ‘Cpen Gates of Hell", "The Curse", llotley, p.54, 127.
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s Corman, on the other hend; rejected the whole notion ag abgsurd, on the
b4 3 ¢ H

Vs

13

ws]
s

gromds 'hat vonen did not know how to worl: -7

Thedr eoxistence dosg not denend upon their efficlency, and therefore
they can be alwost ag useless and inefficient as they plegse o o o
Have you ever noticed a nursgemaid gebling her baby carrisge over the
curb? Ugually she mansges Lo give it the greatest jolt pesgible.

And T think as soon as women can get off a streectcer properly they

should be allowed 4o vote. It is never enough to pul gtrength into

the worl, one must put heart and breine as uella7

An anzlysis of cultural concenbts of work could also lead to a fuller

.

underetanding of differences in the sociel outlook of various individuals

and grouvng of fanadians. Althourh businegsmen such as Jogeph Flavelle of

National Trust, TFredrick Micholls of Canadian General Dlectric, or W.C.

unber fame may all have agreed with Bengough's idea of the nsce-

f=
2y
et
&
[p]
Qs
i
O
)
[

s8ity and virtuss of work, they differed in their fundamental aporosch to the

concept., VWhere Bengough argued that velue and service inhered in the very

activity of work itself; many influential buginessmen argued that it was the

product of work that held velue and was of service. This seemingly trivial

difference in intervrelation of an over-riding cultural concept, acbuslly
identifies two diametrically opposed gociol aititudes that in turn influenced
different concepbions of the nature and goals of mid-VicHorian Cenedian sociebye.

a)

Purthery, the concept of work, arising from a Christian ethic, stressed

e

=1

the necessity of soceial involvement. With its accompanying ideals of dutby,
regponsibility, service and comrmnity;s & vocational ethic could, in part;
oxplain the genesis of reforn mevements and vnderline the reilative autonory

of ideas in history. Social reform, regarded in this light, does notb becone

primerily, or even necegsarily, an altempt to reduce tensiong growing out of

L
‘Carnen; Friendghin of Arb, pp. 195-198,
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g ments efforts to muintein his gocial pogition, but a rotiomlly worked out,

o
60

. . T - L. " . & e
congcionsly directed, ethiceliy motivated, impetug. , Congitering the Canadian

cultural tredition; such an argunent ig more tenable than thesries stressing

gsocial reform as a oroduct of gtatuns enviety. But, this thesis can only raise

=3

recognized the abgsolute sincerity of
Christinn convicet tions and resulting social eriticisns. -His cartooning,

demning nolls 71 dighonesty with all the moral fervour of the caricaturist’s
art, charged hig peers with the resoconsibility for npublic morslity. Supnoriing
those politicians and rartiss who, in his opinion, were ebhical, honesgt and
dedicated (Mackenzie, Mowat, and Laurier), his gravhics influenced the course

£ all levelg of Cenadian politicg -~ federal to municipal; and earned for hiz

H

a8 nsblon-ride

erutation as “the Chrisbtisn Cartoonist’, and the '"Chrigtian

O
Gentleman".” COritics and supporters noted that he had “dedicated hig art to

s L Ny

the ¥ingdem of God", and that "his ideals were for the socisl and moral benefit

1

1ot 10 . .
of mankind¥. His nagazine Grip, was, in the words of one historian, "the
s A ; o g 11 . . , -
prickly consclence of Canada, =~ and Bengough's call For Canadiens to bulld a
aew gocial order on Christian principles was SLﬂ11urJy expregsed by leading

intellsctuals, labour reformers; and clergy of his time.

5. .
“See for example; D.D. Thelen, "Social Tengions and the Origins of

Progressivien’y, Jourpal of Anerican Historv, 56 (Sept. 1969-70), and Clyde

Griffen "The Progzressive Ethos", Cchen and Ratner, edg., The JPVﬂlovmpﬂt of
an American Culture. (Hfew Jersoy. Prentice-Hall Inc., 1970).

Q . . . :] It 2o
Reve WoGo Withrow, as cited in T. Bengough, "Life and Work",; Bengough
Papers, The Toronto Globe, Hovember 23; 1923..

10, John Wilson Bengough" Bibliographic Scraphook, Vol. V, Toronto
Public Liu*"rye

]1LeG Thouns on, Alexander lockenzie Clear Crit, (Toronto: The Macmillan
Go. of Canada Ttd, 1960), ne391
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TFor exauple, Be5. Rowe, publisher of the reform journal Citizen and

Country, noted thah social problems could be solved only with the application

of Christian principles: ] .

We believe too, there can be no radical or lasting reform of society
except through the influence of the Divine Spirit upon the heartg of
men and the embodying of the principles of Jesus in the structure of
Society612

Similerly, the Labor Advocztes; encther radical reforming lebour journal,

L1i5

noted that the new labour movement was at heart a religious one, striving to

embed ultimate ethical principles in the industrial order:
The presenl industrial rovement, locking towards a highcer socilsl and
indugtrial 1life for the masses of humanity, is snmohatically the great
moral and religious reform movement of the Ase, We can only serve
God by serving huwwmnitys Vhatever we do to the most humble of our
fellow citizens we do %o Him, who commanded usg to 'heln one another!!
Thig is the spirit wnich ig stirring the hearts and quickening the
milses of the social and economic reformers of the daya,i

3

Yy

o

On a less partisan note; the Bev. H.R. Grant, outsnoken advocale of
prohipition in the Maritimes, told the Presbyterian synod that:

.

Public aifairs, the social snd political businses of the country musgt
be brought under the Commandnents and the Sermon on the Mounlt » o -

T

the pulpit must have an outlook on the everyday life of men . . . The
state as well as the individual hag a character and mgt obey the
» e« » Leachings of Christa1z :
3
And Salem Bland, Methodist clergyman and social reformer, arguing for an almost
revolutionary change in the quality of gsocial life,; in an addrssa to the
Christian Endeavour Union, Brockville, the eighth of Hovember 1899, concluded

that Christians "cannot permanently acquiesce in a gsociety organized on un-

o .. U
Christian orinciplesg.”

1201tizen and Country, "Reflecbions", April 1, 1899,

13

Iabor Advocate, "True", January 30, 1891.

A ) . . .
1‘H¢Ro Grant, as cited in DBrown and Cook, Transforned, pe25.

. .
1)39 Bland, as cited in A.R. Allen, Introduction to Blend, Mew Christianitv.
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Bengough'!s revellt apainst political partisanship and party government
was consistent with an intellectual class’ abhorence and distaste for political

trickery; leading Canadian thinkers such ag Goldwin Smith, Colonel Denigen,

I
=
ol

Henri Bourassa, Stevhen Lescoclk, George Parkin, George Grant were oubspoken

3y

on the subject. Echoing Grant's fdith in the "capacity of educators and pub-
licists to exmert a profound effect on the popular mind and hence upon the

course of politice', economics and other social activity, Bengough was joined

i
[
by other such well known littérateurs and educators as the MeGill University

group of William Dawgon =~ geologish, and Andrew FePhail end John MacCrae of

[
. n 16
the medical faculty.

Emphasizing the necessity of Christian ethical principles in every day
-1life, Bengough provided & link between earlier expressions of religious ideals
and a later progressive movement of social reform which bagically reflected the
same gpiritual principles -~ the gocial gogpel movement. When the Congregation-
alist JeBe Silcox, speaking at a meeting of the first Brotherhood group in Canada.,
in April 1895, called for a "political faith in Jesus baged on the charter of

~

vy 17 . o - . .
the Sermon on the Mount", ' he in effect gave another voice to the sssentisl

poemn "In Flanders F1816 ”)3 is Ofiflnalo

¢
17J5B¢Silc %y Y"Oocial Resurrection'; as cited in Allen, Social Pagsl
p.'7Te For a comprehensive and exhaustive analygis which examines the ideclogic
context of the Canadian social gospel movement's nost influential years; sce
Allan, The Sociel Paggion. The early years of the movenmen?t remain as yet unex-
amined. However, some eacouraging prelininary studies have been carried out which
includes Allen,; "Backeround of the Socisl Gospel in Canada', Stewart Crysdale,
"The Socinlagy of the Social Gospel ~-~ A Quesgh for o MOdern Ideology', and B.G,
Smillie; "The Social Gospel in Canada: A Theological Gritique”, all in Allen ed.,
The Social Gogrel of Conference repers, (Ottawa; Hational Museum of Manitoba,




concerns that had preoccupied J.Y, Bengough since the first issue of Grin
cane to press in the Spring of 1873. DBengough wag surely a ma.jor figure in
the transition of Protestant social thought in Csnada from the preoccupations
of mid-century evengelicism to the social gospel.

Bengough echoed an intellectuel tradition with its rooits deep in the

Canadien religious heritage. In his appeal for Christian valves, his con-

demnation of worldliness, his crusading aprrosch to soclal ills; he called to

wind the dedicated circult rider

ho brOLvht not only the word of God, butb
ethical values as well 4o a rough fronher society hewing a nation Ffrom the
1

dense virgin forest. In his appeal to the new nabion builders, iadustrial

wprkers, capitalists, farmers and uerchants, Beﬁruugh reninded ufu“ of the

historic velues which had Shaped their country and which now had to be re-~affiried

and re-interpreted in the light of an incressingly complex and indusgtrialized
gocictye It wme his firm dedicetion to absolube Christian principles which
helpsd sour GCanadisn society on to the socisl achievementbs of Jater years.
Every soclety needs a critvic who cen express wWlbtimate values and set them

geinst social reality, for social progress, ag gociologist Wolfgang J. Mommaen

o

grgues; depands upon it

It ig the enormoug tension between amy given set of ultimate values on the
one hand, and empirical reality on the other, which begets extraordinary
gocial achievenents. It 1s only be grasping far beyond the everyday
reality that great immer-worldly achievements come abbuto18

In late nineteenth century Canadian society, Bengough wag that critice

15, . s . . ;

W.d. Mommsen, The Are of Bureaucracy: FPerspeclbives on the Political
Saciolocy of Max Heber, Zmplorations in Interpretative Sociology, (Oxford:
Besil Blackwell, 1974), pe.102.
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC HOTE

Since this thesis wvas an examination of the social thought of one
mon o Johu Wilson Bengough, it made exhaustive use both of his personal
papers and Grip, the magazine he edited. &Ispecially helpful were his
manuscript writings discussing verious aspects of the single tax and

I

pTOlelt10ﬂ¢ Bgually as ifaportent were his poemgy, for the ved poetb

can express ia one phrase an idea or feeling which an essayist must take
rages to develop. Further, and psrhaps most valuable; vere the collections
of Bengough's csrbtoong, both in unbound and book form, for in their pict-

orial messages they not only provided an ingight into the scope and nature

of his thought, bul gave concrete examples of his reaction to changing pol-
itical and social events,

Mid and late-~Victorian Canadisn thought was examined in sources

which varied from published books and pamphlets, to newspapers and manu- ;

script collectiong -~ of which the George Munroe Grant Papers, the Edith

and Lorne Pierce Collection,; and the Ontario Coliege of Art Archives Col-
Tecbiou proved the most valuable. The use of selected issues of the Mhitby

- Gazette and the two Brampion papers led not only to an identvification of

the cultural concepbs influencing Bengough's boyhood years; but also to an
illustration of the values common to & rapidly growing rural Onterio. When
balanced with the urban outlook as expressed in the Globe, various Protestant

points of view as fouad in the Canadian Baptist, Christien Guardian, and

5

Methodigt Masspine and Review, and other perspectives found in the labour

vresss single tax publications, and the Queen's Quarterly, these sources
£ (+]

identified a wide cross-section of later nincteenth and early twentieth

250



century Canadian thought.
Secondsry sources; in book or article form, which deal with the
culture and social ideology of this period are slim, and except for A.R.

Allen, The Socizl FPagsion which deals with the religious thought of the

nation at a somevhet leter periods and C. Berger; The Sense of Power which

examines a specific cause -~ imperialism; are indeed almost non~existant.

W

Important stevs towards the wnderstanding of the development and change

of ideological and cultural perspectives have actually only begun to be

made in recent American historiography, and those articles and hooks con-

taining concepbs and approaches most useful to this study have heen noted

in the section on gecondary gources.

it
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