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PREFACE

The following study is really an attempt to connect
a poet's lénguage with his politiéal beliefs. HMost poets
in the past have encountered no conflict between their
language and their politics. In the 20th century, when
ideology can operate in such a way as to change the philo-
gsophical basis of = nation's life, it is perhaps not sur-
prising to find that it may also colour a poet's poetic
1aﬁguage.

One of the best examples of the political poet is

Mugh MacDiarmid, 1l'enfant terrible of the Scottich literary

scene, who has spent a lifetime in ceaseless political
skirmishing and linguistic study. While it is not unusual
to find a poet's wolitics influencing his poetib content,
it is more uncommon to find a poet who bases his langusge
on political princinle. But if we accept,with MacDiarmid,

that while the mind destroys what it creates, language builds,

we must accept the political commitment of the poet, not
only in content but also in language.

Because of MacDiarmid's engagement in politics in
what is, or should be,traditional Scottish style, neither
giving nor expecting quarter, he has been subject to the
most disturbing conspiracy of silence by Scottish educational
authorities. ¥y first acknowledgement must, therefore,

be to those authorities who allowed me to pass through the

educational machine, without hearing of Hugh MacDiarnid

-
-
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except some dark hints abecut his friendship with Willie
Gallacner and the Communist Porty of Great Britain. I
muet regard it as a grect benefit tc be allovwed $o
corme upon KacDiarmid's work s an adult and without the
refraction of the true light through some Scottish school-
master's brain -- torn as it is between desire to impart
knowledge and desire for good resulte in the craminations
for the Scottish Certificate of Educelicn.

ilore sericusly, I must fhank Dr. YVertin Gray
( a self-confessed habitue of the Rose Street "houffs"
in Edinburgh during the reign of lizcDisrmid), and ¥r.
Thomes Crawford, for their patient, willing and good-
natured help. I nmust also thank Mr. Watson Thomson, Vancouver,
former editor of the New Britain journals, for his help
in clarifying the political scene in Britain in the

"thirties. Invaluable also w..s the help of my fornmer

7feaohiﬁgwbdiiéégﬁes, WﬂohéiéwﬂaéCdfmiék of Glasgd; and
Douglas Young of Aberdeen. Lastly, acknowledgements are
due to the staff of the Mills Wemorial Library, Iclkaster

University, <for their unsung but invaluable assistance.
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I

NORTH OF THE T7EED

5
verhaps the golden age, but an age which, at &
rate is brighitening fron decade to decade, and w
lezd us sometime to an elevation Tfrom winich we ¢
see the thingg for which the heart of mankind is
lenging. 1

I believe that...men are beginning to see, not
b

woodrow Wilson almost cert.inly believed what he said and
to a great extent echoed the centiments of most peovle in

A, L

the Wegbtern vworld. After all, the Grest Jar had bheen the
“war o end all wars®, the war to meke the "world safe for

democracy", and, &s an alterthought, the war to ensure

.

bt

"naticnzl self-det

n

ermination®. <The nations of the esh
had raliied to the aid of " gallant little Belgium" and
hed soundly trounced the Prussisn bully and nis henchmen

at the cost of a mere 9,500,000 dezd.

slthough Wilson saw the Great ¥er as the beginning -

of & new age, many regarded it as the culwinaticn of =
traedition of national self-expression. Out of the chaos

Centinental

e

caused by the disintegration of the two grea:
bmpires, ‘Russia and sustro-Hungary, there arose g hoet
of small nationg -- many of them to be overwhelmed in the
next war -—-- which demanded to be heard as individuzl states.

rrom Tearist Russia, Lithusnis, Latvia, Zebonia, and

C.L. I'owab, Britain Retween the Wars 1918-1940
(Londoen, 1959), ».l. '

1
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finland broke sway, and [rom Austro-Hungary emerged
Czechoglovakia, Yugoslavia, Hungary and Auvetris. Poland
had selzed its ohanoé on the defeat of Germany and the
brezk-up of the RHuscian lLmpire to claim independence and
even the Ukraine claimed naticnal sovereignty for a short

time. The British Empire had nct cscaped this Buropean

i

resurgence of nationaliem, latent, or at lezst nct expl
osive, since 1848, and the Irish, beaten militarily in
1916, won a moral vieivory over the British avthorities in
y ¥
Irelend which wsg in effect & victory for netionalism. In
Yy
fact, the Baster Rebellion of 1616 must be kept in the
forefront of the mind of anyone trying to understand the

course of Scotitish Waticnalism in the inter-war years. The

events following the Rebellion, such as the "Black and Tan"
wer, and the civil war between the Irish Free State and

the Trish Re ublican Army, all helped to create the

<

atmosphere in which decisions concerning regicnal devolution
were mace &t wWestminster.

The Great ¥ar had supposedly been'fought to protect
"galiznt little Belgium", and to many returning from the
conflict it must have seemed es though something might be

done about the submerged and opnressed nationslities in the

United Kingdom. As Hugh facDiarmid wrote in 19263

[, the War / achieved what nothing else could have
achieved, because it removed for a while large




(o

aumbers of Scots from the Caledonian scene, and
permitted them a2 view of g 1arger world: this estr-
angenent hed the eficcet it cver has on the Scottish
ning --- & narked guickening ol the patriotic sense,
mingled with the desire for new things. 2
The war had removed Hugh FacDisrmid from the Scotiish scene
as well and hed taken him as Sergeant Grieve of the R.ALULC
to Saloniks ITtaly and ¥rance where he sgerved in an
5 Y
Indien military hospital. Although he had been invalided
home in 1918 with cerebral malaria, like so many other
servicemen, he was not demobilised until 1920. “While The
war perxitted LacDisrmid and many other Scots 'a view of
2 larger world", it also showed them whalt smailer neticuns

cculd do if they hed their freedom. Among the more thoughtful

who saw thrcugh the myth regarding "galiesnt 1little Belgium",

e

t must have seemed clear that the great Imvericl nations

hzd started The war for thelr own purpcses and hsd used vhe

smaller nstions as pawns. It was commonly rumcured thet

e had continued between certain of the warring powers,

Py

U

-

T
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m

o

that certein essential materisls for the manufacture of
gelignite nad been shipped tb Germany via supposedly
neutral countries although Britsin ruled the waves, and
that meny Zritish grenaldes had German Iuses. Vhether 211
these rumpufs were brue or false, a large nusd:r 0r dig-
illusicned veterans returned from the war determined th

sucn a blcodbath would nct ceccur agaln and certsiniy not

]
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recgons. 1o many 1t had been more of & trade

llectuals along with
.5, Bliot realized that the Great Jar could be betier com-
pared with the First Pucic Jar than the First Crusede.

It is not surprizing ccnsidering the general
EEETN 9 13

disenchantment with the war that many regarded the bresking

-2

down of the large super-staztes ze & necesgary step towards

AT
ensuring that wars of that magnitude did not occur again.

1

he question after the wir:

ot

YacDizrnid could well ask

Ee-
dcn

(D

it for little Belzium's c‘]c

pee mony thoosind Scotsmen dee'd?

ind never ane for Scotland fegs

Wi' twenty thoosand times mair necd! (CP,231)
fhe Communists were not slow in pointing out that the war
had been csused by CoOllelqm ¥or the less revoluticnary,
re answer to tThe excessive power
ol the great financial and capitalist naticns. Thus

ionalism for many returned soldiers was @ step

towardes making wars more difficult to break ocut "inevitebly".

4

It must not be thousht, however, that the small
national unites and the national movements which arose in
the wike of the war had no traditicn. Although it seened,
in lcée, that nationalist revoluticns were over and that
the balance of power‘woald remzin in the hanés of the great
imperial dowers, tioe nineteentn century, espeéially during

the first thirty yesrs, had reclly beesn o tire for censol-
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idation and echolarly research into the nationsl 1i

1

and languages in which they were written, and this wory
did not cease with the failure of 1E4¢. Admittedly the

nations that Telt they should reassgemble thenselves from

]

the div

‘_J-

siong of the ¥iddlce _.ges, 1like Germzny and Italy,
succeeded in their naticnal resurgence, probably becaus
thelr frag lontatucm hempered trade, but thece may be taken
B N

e the ex=ct opnogite of, Tor inet.nce, the Finnish people's

naticnal sspirations. as wyndhawm Lewis puts it, moct

nationslian “"derives among other things from a desire on

the psrt oi +the interested psriles to become a2 gne
German netionalism from a desire to becore a larger unith~.

During the latter part of the nineteenth century then, wmuch

[

schelarly workx was done in connection with neticnal literature

cnd langusge. EBlias Lonnrott in Minland hed alresdy produced

s long consected version of Kelevale, the Iinnieh folk eplc

andthere h.d been a conscicus efcrt on the parv of intell-
ectuals and poets like Alexis ¥ivi 1o mzke Finnish a rcel

poetic lengusge end not merely = langusge for peisanis.

) I
orwey, Ivar Aassen, ITollowing the lead of Henrik ‘ergelznd

had foundea the New Norse l'overent wheee &aim it weg to

DR )

dectroy the Danish domination of Torwx >ign culture. In

Lithuania the poetry oi Antasna Strazdas owed much to thne

n=t the naticnal langusge wae the best poetvic medium

ot
[

belief

3

‘Haticnalism", Bookman (Senterber, 1934), ».277.



zet, in the weke of

f'f.)

for the Lithuenian. In : Romrnticisn

the demand for naticnal literature 2rew in new.rly every
lenguage group in purope (except Scotland), eome early in
the century and some later, but all founded on the desire
for naticnal independence and sovereignty. It is no surprize
then to find that the Great War broke the old Continental
smpires and ellowed a mass of small, usually fiercely
nationalistic states to arise.

gight thet the
csane forces ere. at work. Im 1853 W.E. Aytoun formed the
Hational associaticn for the Vindication of Scottish Rights,
which, &although it had no immediate political efTlect,
showed thet at least & few Scotemen were not satisfled

pu

of government in thelr native land.
o

<
=
2
)
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At the beginning of the nineteenth century, there had been

a feeling, especially among the whigs, that Scotland was
politicslly suoserv1ont’to P éland and not the sister nation

ag the Unicn of 1707 had gusrenteed. The Lord Advocate,
Henry Melville, TLord Dundas,; wze a complete despot in

Scotlend and, as Henry Cockburn makes clear, allowed

=

no political meetings of any kxiné during his dictatorship.
Apvarently a meeting about fiest Indiasn slivery, held in

Bdinburgh in July 1814 "wes the first assembling of people

for = »oublic object thnsat had occurred here for cboeut twenty




vecrst, and Cockburn adds laconicelly that, "il the term-
ination of slavery in our VWest Indian colonies had bheen a

purely political matter, it cculd not have been held in

4, ter 1814 Scotlend still cont-

Fven af

-

wdinburgh in 1814
lodg

o]

inued to be " & a2t o rich man's gate", as the Radical

o)

writers put it. Thuse there was a current of dissatisfection
among many Scots abcut the state of thelr country early in
the nineteenth century.

P0 compare this feeling with the naticnalist forces
building up on the Continent is to twist the facts ol history
too much. ¥Whet iyboun in 1853, +the Scottish I.Pe. in 1869,
and Lord Rosebery, wanbted was merely that Scotland should
guide its own eficirs rather then the Tnglish Fome Secretzry
in London. There w ¢ no abtempt to posit The claims of Scots
as a literary language anywhere in the background of thesge
movements and certainiy no slttempt to operate cutside the

y system. Ag far as language was conc—

+
7]

aéée@teé Ehgiish éar
erned, Gaelic wag being stamped out &s guickly as the
Highland schoolmasters and dominies could wanege ‘thig '
anglification and Broad Scots w.s consiened to pogb-Burns-
ian sentimental msunderings about Hature and the virtues

of sim»nle ccouuntry life. Zven Robert Leouls Stevenscon, in

his volume of poetry czlled Underwoods (1C{7) epclogises

N

for writing soime of his poems in " our dying language




411 in 81l the picture in Scotland during the
nineteenth ccnbury wee not bright. hen, however,
nationsliset feeling did stert smouldering in Scotland
it smouldered fairly comsistently, &although one ccould
never say thet it actually burst into fleme. The Scottish
Lebour Party, which wes founded in 18EE& with Keir Hardie
as eecretary and the redoubtable R.B., Cunningheme-Graham

sa one of the

—
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planks on its electoral platiocrm Home Rule for Scotland.

L1 ™

It is strenge and a little disheartening that the Farlia-

mentary Labour Terty hie nesrly always pald mere lip-

iy

service to regional devoluticn or even sentiment, perhaps
bvecaunse bthe advantzges Telt to accrue to centraolizaticn

< 1

clways defezt the beneiits suprosged inherent in regiconaiism.
i &

Loi

7ith the return of the Liberals in 1906 the stacte seemed

<t

sct Tor some sort of Home Rule messure bub, as ususl,

luck was against the
Cowan's Scottish Home Rule Bill passed its second reading
by 204 votes to 159 but nothing wes done before the wer
put =n end to most domestic legislation. It would be
nese bills and movements
had reclily much efiect on Parliament -- ag con be seen
from the voting fizures almost helf the House either did

-

homre Rule debates.,



Pinally the war pubt a sto to debastes of this gort in
Parlicment, although, in 1917, the Scoitigh Tredes Union

3 1

Congress esked Lloyd George for his sup:ort oniihe matter

of Fome Rule. But as Duncan Glen rather acidly comments;

After the wer the parliamentery Motions and jllls
began te be mmoved again but one Ireland proved enough
for the English H;fs,? and aiter 1920 none of the
Scottish HJome Rule Bills was gllowed to ccme to the
vote. 6

1

Tt is ironic that both sides should use the Irish struggle
for independence as & lever agesinst the other. The UnionistsA
pointed the moral that the consequences of allowing Scottish
Home Rule would be some sort of civil war on the Trish

pettern.  The nationalists pointed out with a gravity thst

SUL

L‘J
(\

coeted that only with difficulty were the Scots restrained
from throwing off the alien yoke, that unless the Government
tconcede the mild meagre measure for which we sre now asking,

forces a2t work that neither we nor anyone cen st0p, will

7

socn demand not ﬁhisimeasure buﬁ E bold a ﬂn bigg ger mccsura”
The result wrs an impasce.

The nearest the nationalists got to the dark movenents
hint-d at, was when the Reverend James Rerr, a socialist
.P,, in 1927, introduced his Gevernment of Scotland Bill

whnich went further in its nationalist denands than

Sir Reginald Coupleand, #Welsh and Scovtigh Hetionalier
(London,1954), ».359.
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most of the previcus memnsures; in fact, the Bill demanded
dominion status, with the Crown znd & Joint Defence Council
remraining as the oﬁly links with VWesbtmingter. All was in
vein. ©he English If.Ps. who completely outmumbered any
opnosition of a nationalist nature, eilther objected on
principle to any threst to the unity of the Kingdom or

were apathetic and & 1ittle surprized and hurt that the
Scots should be making so much fuss when they seemed well
enough off. But history, economic and industrial, shows
whet the fuss was about:

Certainly Scotland's economy had brcen at a low ebb
since the wer; for which England was given the blame,
When steelworks, shinyards, rallways, btextile mills,
banks were more and more controlled by Inglish. comp-
anies and directed irvom he=d offices in London,
Scotland's interests came lagt. The Calico Printers'
Agsocilation closed a2l its Scottish works in 192G;
the workshopg of the old Scottish railways were closed
or much reduced in their operations; the naval dock-
vard et Rosyth was closed; steelworks were abandoned,
cshipyards left silent, rusting, grassgrown. The
production oi cozl fell by 24 vercent, znd employ-—
ment in coalmining by 36 percent, betwesn 1913 and
19375 in Lanarkshire, o»revicusly the source of more
then half Scotland's coal, production was slmost

cut in helf. Scolttish shipping declined by 25 per
cent while England's increzsed slightly. In Dundee
the jute industry, on which half the industrial
poopulation depended, recov:sred in the 'thirties

to helf its ore-war production after drastic
reorgenizaticn rad restored some cf the advantages

it hsd lost to Indian competition. &

Genersally speaking Scottiish production declined by about
12 percent between 1807 and 1930 at a time when Inglend's

roce by 20 »nercent.

&

[V ]
Towat, p.46&.
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Tt becezme increasingly obvicus that Scottish Home
Rule could not bhe achieved within the framework of th
“nglish three party system and so in 1928 the Vational
Porty of Scotland was formed by the merging of the
Scottish HWational League, the Scottish National Fovement,
the Scottish Home Rule Association, &and the Glasgow Univer-

£0

sity ¥a stionalist Association. 4s this merger had forced

all shzdes of political opinion together, from the strongly

5 Py

monerchical end conservative to the "wild man" element on

the far left, of which Iia iermid was an unrepentant member,

it was not long before a rival party was formed. The Scottish

Party, under the aegis of the Duke of Hontrose, Sir Alexander
Tgciwen, and Professor Dewar Gibb, was formed in 1932 and
took up i« consistently right wing stance. Although they
stood for = sort of Home Rule movement, to MacDiarmid and

o nurzber of left wingers they were Jjust the sort of people
~ . I - ~ ~ D o B -~ Ll 4 e 7

Anglo-Scots, who would destroy anything of value if Scotland
did manage to win ner independence. He nmade this clear on
o number of occagions, and in no uncertain manner:

No form of devolution (and any form of devolution
is an insult to Scotland ~— it 'is not for England
to give us back "ccnirol of ocur domestic afiairs®
but for us to azssert our independence and take our
own course regardless of England) wihich brings these
nrecicus legiglators back from Jectminster to

Scotland is worth a damn. They will remain 2
on this eide of the Porder ag on the other. 9

Though the structure of the sentence may be a little clumsy
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there is no misteking the message. fdhe Scottish Perty, in

of

zet, migh
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in true lascDhiarmid fashion
2s a gang

of high mucky-mucks, Femous fatheads, old wives of
hoth sexes, stuffed shirts, nollow men with he:dpleces
stufied with straw, bird-wits, lookers-under-beds,
treined sezlg, creeping Jesuses, Scots Who Hz'evers,
village idiots, volicemen, leaders oi white-mouse
factions and noted connoieseurs of bread and butier,
glorified gnd what "Billy" Phelps culls
tYedlar Novelists (the Iedler bveing a fruit thet
becomes rotten beiore it is ripe), Commercial
Calvinists, me¥ers of "nmoises like & Hynip“,
and all the touts and toadies and lickepitiles
of the Tnglish iscendzncy, and their infernal
women-~folk, and &)l their skunkecil skulduggery. 10

h

f=ta

0

<k

In view of the ovpinion which IacDisrmid held of ros

the Scottish Wationalists it is litile wonder that the

~

Hetional Pzrty in its purge of undesir.ble elements in

1933 ghould expel, among the rest of the extremiste,

7

the outspoken iachDiarmid. The next year, when the

toish Party to form the

=y »

ttish Wational Psrty (S.8.P.), Iachiarmid lzunched

an atbtack of the new party ag deviaticnist and, worse

still, Dbourgeois:
The Scottish Party, hez=ded by the Duke of Iontrose
end Sir Alexinder ven, entircly consists of
thet scxrt / rizht derate_/ end heg as ite
scle ohject oi the Fcotiisn Iovenmend
witnin the pvoscible limits aun :
lecset Dossin 1o the existi
+he Maticnal Parity of Scotland hed a
the other hand fto stand pat on the I
te a wnpole ringe of other cornsiderad

{__I
@)
b1
R
L]

i
'r_.l
I~
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hee now ebandoned even thot eifort and ig fused
i cottish Perty. 11

The history of the &.11.P., has indeed been as
¥geDiarmid wredicted: right wing, moderate &nd thereiore

ineffectual. The onl: succesgs the party had was in the

het

i
f'\z

#Fotherwell by-~election of April 1945, and even
success wae short-lived -s the seat was logt in the Labour
landslide of that s.me yezr. TFPerhaps we should.sympathiS(
with the party officials in view of the courage of their
stand and yet, as Duncan Glen guotes from John lecCormick's

The #Fleg in the Tind, there is something a 1little pathetic

in placing so much blame on YXacDiarmid for the

N

ailure o

=

Although I heve no doubt thpt he (C.¥.Grieve) ha
done invalusble work in the whole Tield of Scottish
litersture, I am certain C,Z,G“jeve hezg been
politically one of the gtest handiceps with
which any national Pcvenpnb could have been
burdensd. Hisg love of bitver controver
‘his extravagent and self-zssertive cri
of the Inglish, and nis woolly thining, which

ir

CH m

could encecmpzss in one mind the doctrines
of Major TLcuglas and Karl berx, were t.ken by
many o0x trne more sober-minded of the Scots as
sufficient excuse to condemn the whole case for
Home Rule out of hend. 12

It is ironic to think thet the very words which lLigcCormick

ibhe the typiczl Scotiich voter, "sober-minded",

rty dependent on voters of

Sﬂ

would condemn any political o

that quality out of hand for FacDiermid.

quoted by Duncan Glen, p.l24,
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But nationalism sometimes grows slowly and at the

strangest times. The propzgende work Hacdiarmid, and his

fuiv ] - A
vounger fellow poets, Dougleg Young, Sydney Goodglir Smith

and others, have done has borne fruit in the strangest

o

T

U

sectors. In spite of the ucsual conservatism of Scotiish

gcademic autkhorities and their built-in inferiority complexes
gbout Scottish matters, there w.s founded, in 1948, a

Y

full~time lectureship in Scotiish Litereture at Glasgow

University, and in 1952 the School of Scottish Studies

wzs egstablished at Edinburgh. This movement has continued

.

ishement of further chairs and lectureships

m

at all four ancient universities. The Dicticnary of

]

tne

Older Sceottish Tongue and the Scottish Hational Dictionary

have been mzde the responsibility of all fcour universities

although perhaps the most significant sign of a change in

attitude to Scotiish affairs wes the great success of

“Sir David vaooay'e morality play Ane Setyre of the Thrie

T ER A

istsitlis at a number of Hdinburgh Festivals commencing in

iz

v 4 Q . ~ : -~ — .
194¢. In scottish schools, so often the terget of I'zacDiarmid's

most vivtriolic attoacks, Scottish history is treated more

sympathetically and in & more adult fashion, Scots literature

v}

is studied, and the officisl attitude to dizlects has
changed radicaily since the 'thirties. The official

ttitude might be swmrced up in the following extrzct from



a2

the Scotsish Baucation Department's pamphlet, YEnglish in

Secondary Schools:

It is not suggested thaet ettempts should be made
to impose on pupil or teacher any one particular
specch pattern or azccent. Opinions will differ
widely concerning the meaning or even admiss-—
ibility of the t““W[Sbuﬂuc ~d bEnglish' as applied
to gpeech. But few will cavil at an exemplar of
gnbll sh generslly acceptable o educated Scots.
althoush slovenly perversions of dialect will
thereby be excluded, local forms of speech,
words end phrases of genuine dialect, whether

of the Borders or Buchan, should find a place

in the classroom. The inclusion in the syllabus
of Scots poetry «nd prose will ensure some opzOr-—
tunity for the speaking of 'Braid Scots'. 13

Tn spite of the change in the official attitude in education,
which leaves many questions unanswered ( such ss what is
meant by "“slovenly perversions of dialect", "genuine dialect",
and even "Braid Scots"), 'tbe Scottish public has remained
apathetic to any prospect of Scottish Home Rule and was
probably unimpressed by the theft of the Coronation Stone
from TLondon and the broazdcasts ofARadio Free Scotlend on

the televieicn wave-band. There is, however, increased
activity from the S.N.P. and this year (1966) the membership
of the varty hag trebled.

The only rezl chance Scotland had, however, of"
gaining its independence weg in the'twenties and 'thirties
when economic herdships attributable to Inglish control of
industry might have rallied the majority of the Scots people

to the cause., In Fact, hizcedisrmid's consgistently left wing

1 . :
.SSCOtil sh Educati
ochoouls (H.w.o.u.,1952), 5.

Q"
@]
i

Department, English in Secondsasry

(o)

.
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attitude wzs probably the moqt pelitically reuligtic that
the S.N.F,., could have sdosted at that time. That the Scots

did not achieve self -—governing status was therefore, the

o

fault, mnobt only of the fnglish ¥.Pe., bul also of the Hcots

themselves. The inter-war period wag neither stable econ-
omically not settled politically. Some Scots regarded
Scotlish Nationalism as mere nostalgic feeling for the past

that probably never was snd meny regardes 1t an obstascle

@
¢
o

in the path of world revolution. lTewis Graeccic Gibbon
(Jemes Leslie :'itchell), the author of the unjustly ignored

trilogy 4 Scots Quair, wes particularly bitter in his

attacks on naticnaliém of any sort, epitomised as it was
for him by "Comrunist-murdering Finlend" znd the micdale-
class mediocrity oi the Ifish free State. NacDia rnld
howzver, c¢laimns that Gibbon came to es pouse the ndtlunr, 1st
cause before he died, although we have no evidence of this
from Gibbon's own ﬁ Ltlﬂé .14 ' 7

Other Scots, in the majority perhans, might heve
become nationalists had they not been so terrified of the
Red ilenace which they fclt might essily cdevour the Yest

unless & united front »e maintained. licst Inglish I™.Ps.

and meny pcotsmen regarders gnd to a certain extent still
O

regard, sScotland and especially Clydeside asphot-bed cf

Comrunig The legend of "Red Clydeside" dies hard. In

‘Tetter to The Scotbtsman, 4th June, 1G66.
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retros gect, heowever, the eituaticn ie much clearer and

it is almost laugrehle that so many people could believe
revolution would come to Scotland in the itussian model ;
st the tise the picture must hove looked very di renb .

-
o

=
O
O

there were riote in Glasgow and the red flag wes
hoisted on the municipal flag-pole and the suthorities

e}

were convinced thzt the long-awaited revolutbtion was

sbout to take vlsce. In point of fact, the issue was a
demand for a 40-hour week to accommodate the soldiers sbout
t0o he demobilised. Troops were concentrated with tanks and
machine-guns to control the approaches to the city and,
asfter a fierce balbttle between police and demonstrators,
osopulerly known as '“the battle of George Squere®, the

- N R
troops marched in to occupy the city . In 1821 there

o

were zgain Tears of a revoluticn when the "Trinle Allianccee
f $

the Ilineworkers' Unicn, the Trangport Jorkers' Union, and
the Rsilwaymens! Union trresas tened o g0 on strike. The

election of 1827 did notq1ﬂn to ease the fecrs of the

D

bourgecisgie that the proleteriat might rise and once eggain
it wus Glasgow wnich showed its true colour. Of the fifteen
Glasgow seats, Labcur won ten, and out of the twenty-eiznt
Clydeside seats Lebour and the T.1L.P. won twenty-one. Iost
of the men elected had been agitators during the wartine

Clydeside strugsles, and althcugh they had becornie respec-
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table encugh to be elected they were commenly supposed to

he enhout to set the Tiouse of Comimons aflfire. David Kirkwood,

o
i
™
o
!
o
i
o
i_,'
®

3
_—
=
=

05}
Hh
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oo

oures in the group, left Glasgow for
London with grezt acclalm and the words, '“ihen we cone
back, this staticn, this railway will belong to the

6 s . . . . .
peocy le“l . This nust have struck fezr in The hearts of

many, and yet they need not hwuve worried. The fine words
of these men were lost in Jestminster and never took the
form of action.

But, for a second time since the war, during the
General Strike of 1926, wviolence broke out in Glasgow

where buseg were overturned, noiice attacked znd black-

legye manhandled. Hugh l'acDiarmid, 1in 4 Drunk Yan Tooks

gt the Thistle, shows his digsppointment at the collanse

of the strike which he deccribes ag & rose:

A reid réid rose that in the 1ift
iike & ball o' fire burned. (CP; 104)

Although in most areas the strike was regarded as merely
a way of ensuring a decent wage, 1in the North of £ngaﬁd
and in Scotland, it w;é regarded by many as the stsrt of
the revolution. In Jonn Paton's Leift Turn , an old I.L.72.

man from the North probably echoes the centiments of many:

¥en, John, there's never been onything like it. If
the b*_ﬁpuers o' leaders here... dinna let us down

v.d . PLTaylor,"Confusion on the Left", The 3Baldwin

o

Age, ed. J.Raynmor (L ondon,1960), p.66.
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11 hae the wplball stes crawlin! on their bellies

a1

in & week. Uh, boy, 1t's the revolution at last. 17
It is emall wonder that the cause of Scottish
Nationalism should have been regarded rather coldly by i
moderates generally. Who coculd tell what danger an almost |
certainly sociglist Scottisn Parliament might be to England?
On the other hand very many left wingers saw Hcottish
Naticnalism as an anachronism in that day of international
Communismy 1% had been promised by the theorists that
Capitalism would coliapse of its own accord in any case.
+

If, however, the fTear of Communist revolution was the

gainst any

C\J

doninant fezture of the 'twenbties mililitating

V]

ear of

=

e

Doliticel move towards Scotbttish Home Rule,
econonic co.lapse must surely have been the dominant feature

of the ‘thirties. In 1931, +the Bank of Inglend seemed on

its last legs and with widesiuread unemployment the heslth

4 J J

depended on loans fror HNew York. The Wew

of -

*D

York banks, however, wére unwiliing to make loans to !
lamsay 'acDhonald'e Labour Government unless some gegtbure

wae made towards economising. The gesture decided uvon

wes a cub of 10 percent in the unemplioyment benetit. The

Government split over this issue,  allcwing the Ha

Gov:srnrment under the former L-bour Prime inister Remsay

-

lyuoted by Lowat, p.321.
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¥achDonald to comre Lo power.

The events of the 'thirties must have brought very
forcibly to prople's minds the conviction that all wus not
well with the economic set-up of the country. The Baldwin
era geems to us now to have been the time of the FNetional
Government and of politicel stagnation, bdbut, as one writer

hé
Cx

0

it, “exotic plants, hybrids, submerged growths or weeds,

however they might be regarded, were’contiﬂually gtruggling

to establish themrselves, sending up strange shootg emid

the familiar vegetation® 18, One of these exotice wes

Social Credit, which wus founded on the wfitings of Kajor

Douglas, a retired army engineer. His theories involved

the destructicn of the banking system which kept the people's

purchasing power artificially lower than its producitive

power. It ies small wonder, in view of its avowed intention

to destroy the capitalist banking system, that Socisl Credit

became the economic convicticn of ¥acDiarmid, much to the
chagrin of the Communist Party of Great Britain (C.P.G.B.).
Although iacDiarmid was in London at the time, working as

a journalist, there is no evidence that ie had anything

to do with Xibbo Kift, +the active wing of the Social Credit

movenent, or that he ever wore the official green shirt.

IT.¥harton,"s Pew Lost Causes", The Baldwin Age, p.E&G,
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The Social Credit theory mey secem ridiculoug in
retroevect, and L.S.i.-trained economistse merely laugh at
the menticn of its name, but to meny it was the only wsy
out of what seemed to be &n economic maze. CE;E should not
of course mske the mistake of regarding the Canadien Social
Credit ¥ovement as having enything to with Dougleasite
economics or the original ideals of the wartys; the only
conziection is the,nameg] The main force of Social Credwt “)L‘(

) A Ad
& t(
individuelistic creed and the solution of the economic ¢ e

éQ S¢ ‘?

1, -

v o . : s ploge
in its original form lies in the fact that 1t is an 5 (

problems of society is only the first step in a mmach moy

.
for®

mhiticus 'democratization'. In kis book, Sociel Credit,

jor Dougles writes

on

<h

It is significant that the arguments voiced from
all these guarters are invariably avpeals to mob
psychology —— "muroope must be saved", "Workers of
the FJorld Unite', etc. The avpeal is away Irom the
conscicug-reasoning individusl, to the unconscicus
herd instinct. And the'interests' to be seved,
require mobs not Jindividuals. 19

No wonder MacDiarmid was atvracted to such an econonic
ohilogophy; net only did Social Credit promise that the
individual would be the most important vart of the systen,

n L

out alego tvhat its gecondary eim weg an enti-ohilistine one:

But the second necegsity under which men and women
labecur, siter the vrimery necessity has beer med,

2OC.H.Douglas, Social Credit(Londen;1935), p.29.
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can broadly be described as the satisfac tlon of the
artistic instinct: which can he furuher nalysed
and defined se the incorporation in mate r ial forms
of idexls conceived in the nind. 20

The Sociel Credit theory in Britain, in gpite of the eiforts

P N -

of Zezjor vouglas, IacDiarmid, T.S5.Zliot, Herbert Read,

tain, New 2lbion, and Fleventh

and such orgsns as Hew Bri

Hour was held only by " a feirly small, reather cranky grouph,

and failed to survive the bititer clashes o the Comnunigts
and Fescists of thne laetzr 'thirties, most of the Greenshirts
literally changing their colours and joining the Communiste.
This etep was tsken by lacDiermid as well, although even

/
oo N . foerd
when actually a memvper of the Party he still hankered back ﬂw”{,ﬁﬁJ
dace
v to the Douglasite tmeory of economics. The transition from

Socizl Credit to Communism to meny wss imperceptidble: it
wes sufficient to point out the iniquities of the banking
eystem to be classed ss a Communist, as abtson Thomson

=1

the editor of Hew Britain, ~few Alblilon, New s%lantis

and Bleventh Hour , <found to his cost in Sackatchewan, on
22

relinguishing hig editorship .

llecDiarmid, however, is and wzs no pcliticign. He

iy

wig expelied from the Raticnel Party of Sccetla once and

C.H.Douglas, p.lOE.

rrivate letter from Vatsom Thomson, Vancouver,l966.

[SRLANTRE i RO
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P\J

Trivate interview with Welson Thomson.
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{fromthe ¢.P.G.3. twice, and yet remains fcr most people
the erchetbtypal Scottish Hationalist and to many Scots =
hated Comunist. To understend his involvement in the various

-

ted cor w.s an agtive member of,

N

politicel parties he suppo;

-

during the 'twenties and 'thirties -~- and these are the years

.

we nust study for political content -- 1t is imperative to

1.

bear in mind the stetement he makes in Lucky Poet ir

I
=

1943

Apart from the worlking-clazss movement generally, and
the quegstion of scotticsh Independence, what is the
enemy I have been fighting in this life-long warfsre--
the enemy is human stupidity in generel, and in
narticular that cant of litersture and 1llusien of
knowledge. .. 23

2

Under this banuner he could attack from any angle znd avoid
the charge of politicel inconeistency. In fact, nothing

shows his essential lack of intereet in thre politicking of

he ‘'thirtieg, din rezction against the political Tatuity

Fachonald and the ingpired lethargy of Raldwin
. 3

£

B

better than his 1934 attack on politicg:

Folitics sre a kind of sbracadabra which demonstrably
lacks the attributbtes which it arrvogetes to itself
and which, in the absence of ance, to zn coverwhe
ing degree subecerves not what the majority of the

public even believe, but 1Qilqite Ly more sordid
and unscrupulcus snd shameful ends. 24

ency of the gtaznce the »oet takes up lies in the




ig the enemy of real knowledg Formal economics 18 no

different:

The interest of money-lenders is to set up a system ;
which en:ble them to exact their usury &as frequently ;
as voseibles; hence all the tzlk zbout ecomomic inter- !
denendence, the impossibility of national economic ' !
autonomy. the further'undesir:bility' (from their

point of view) of individuzl economic security

and all the guff ebout the delicaoy end intricacy

of the financial system, its insusceptibility of

democratic Con.rol the secret movements and confab-

ulations of Ir. Momtagu Norman end his confreres,
and all the rest of the 'mumbo-jurbo'... 25

For much the same reasons he castigates the ignorance of

mend:

s

.« o the vast majority of those who now call themselves
Scostish Nationalists have not underteken the arduous
task of repairing this trnmendous defect in their

. educstion Zﬁlack of knowledge of Scottish history,

; literature, and current affairs / They are in this
respect exactly in the same bhoat ac their opponents.
Their orgenlizations, proxoting ?dfllameﬂbdry contests
and eeceking electoral support, limit their appeal ,
to those who are similarly jgnorant and are above
21l things anxiocus to avoid the nuissnce- of getting
down to fundementals. 26

(‘\

At any other level than tals ultimate one, Hacﬁiarmid is
inconsistent, attacking persons and instituticns at one
peint and praising them at the next, but he is not blind
to the Tact that he is any normeal political figure. He is

the unrepentant "cat-fish that revitalizes the other torpid

25,
4:8.T., p.63.

Vew DBritain, November lst, 1933, p.747.
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. . 2 . I C o
denizeng of the aquarium" 7@ Basically FacDiermid is not
interested in politics as some sort of social panacea; his
interest lies in politics as "en artist's crgsenized apnroach
e o 28

to the intrrdependencies of life o

At first MacDiermid was a goclialist and belonged
to the I.L.P., later becoming a Labour town councillor
in Fontrose, but it is not surprizing, considering the

-

debacles of the Labour Party in the 'twenties and'thirties,
under the singularly spineless leacership of Ramssey HacDon-
ald ( whose sin was trebled in KacDiarmid's eyes because

b/he was a Scotesman), that he lost interest in the movement
and in 1934 points out that the socialist movement has
produced no good poetry which is sufricient con dcmnqtlon

29 '

to MacDiarmid®™”. In 1952, HacDiarmid, writing of the
great Scottish Socialist and Nationalist Cuanninghame-~Grshem,
claimed that, although the Socialigt Movement cormmended
an overall majority for some time, this was 'unaccompenied
by eny counterpart of the slightest consequerce in literature
and the arts and failed ev:zi vo yield any book that influsnced

the general development of British, letv alone Furopean

27_

281b1a. 0.241.

L.P., p.241.

29).8.1., p.114.



Socialism, while the msajo

Vestminster were mentally

in his Grey Granite, cert

=t

izeDiaymnid 1s an anarchist

all

1ob the ofricizl poli

U

often legse than welcome.

™D

rity of the L.Ps. 1t returned to

°

. . { . .
negllglble”SD, Grassic Gibbon

ainly agreed Bscentialiy

°

and so 1t is not surprizing

A

tical groups found his

help

Lric Linklater paints an amusing,

7

and not inaccurate portrait oif the poet as Hugh Skene,

Scobbish Hationalist poet and Comruniet, who supports

I'egnus Herriman in his Scottish Kotionalist election campaign:
Then Skene spoke, &nd in an instant had his auvdience
efire. 4 lemp behind him 1it his flaming bush of
hair, his thin and lovely hends beat the air. He w=s
more then & little drunk, end he spcke of revolution
ag bthough man were made only to break through barricades
and run with torches down a ruined Sbi@%ta Whether
the revolubion he advoceted wes Communist or Nation-
alist wzg not very clesr, but it was ewoliwﬁb, end
the miners cheered him loudly. 31

But at a sericus level, achiesrmid hes been accused

o§ inconsistency too often

him by inanpliczble

1]

of vieion of the poet. Hi

Scottien Neticonslism, the

of every individual to dev

The fact that

tandards,

he man

tionalism with Comrunism is

by those who are either judging

or who have not the range
s life-long battle has been for
working classes, and the right

elop hig consciousness as

v

ages with avparent ecse

corbine Ya geen legs &8 an incon-
30
C.G., ».10.
3:]—7,-‘,,] - - fo) - G ¢
tagnue Ferriran(Londen, 19859), p.lE&E&.
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27

sistency when we consilder how comiunism todey has fellen
sway from its high pre-war Internstionalist standsrds =ov
has tacitly admitted the existence of mationalivy. 1In
order to combine Communism with Scottieh Nationalism as

ce to include hie newly discoversd concedt of Gaelic
ToeDiarmid, in Lucky Poet, mentions that he is working
for fhe ectablishment of “ﬁofkers‘ Republics in Scotland,
Ireland, %wales and Cor weallt, Y% a sort of Celtic Union
of Socialist Soviet Republic ¢ in the British [sles”z‘“°

This plan includes all the poet's tenets as at the
By g bl

time, each pert would be allowcd W govern its own future.
Thie sounds very like the regional devolution of the
Douglasite Wew Britein Ifovement, 1in which MNacDiarmid wsa
involved when he wag working in London in the ‘'thirties,
glthough at other times he makes quite clecr that Wationali

[o¥)
(WY}

must be revolutionary, ‘radicel and republic:en.

Although HecDiarmid w=ze ejected from the Haticnal
Party of Scotland in 1933 for Communism, he did not take
leng to make up his mind that the Communist Perty oifcred
him the nearest thing to his political ideal and even in

1966, he claims that " the two best Scottish Hationalist
I have known were both Communists, I refer to Willie

3°r.F., p.26
224lb., p.é.

VS

sane

well

c
po)

Scotland,

1)



Ggllacher and (though he never joined the British Communist
. 34 - PN e A )
Perty) John ILmcLean"~ ', Four years alteiie jolined, the
C.P.G.B. expelled him for his netionalist activities but
reinstated him, to expel him once again For "nationalist
deviation" in 1638. He remained outside the Perty until

1957, when, while many were leaving it because of the

O

Russian action during the Hungarian uprising, he rejoine

it. At that time he stated in a letter to the Dasily Worker

28&th ¥erch, 1957) why he rejoined at such a juncture and
how he combined Nationalism with Comrmunism:

T am a Nationzlist becaugse 1life as we know 1t is
always specific -~ gpecific in time and place.

It is where and when it is, and of noc other where
and when. '

T am a Communist because life is always , and has
slways been, individusl. Ther¢ is no guestion

of = universal because any attempt &t definition

of life must start out with the concept 'individual',
otherwise it would not be life. 35

He claimed thereafter that Communism is the only political
creed which guarantees man his individuality. He 1s, however,

altogether criticszl of the humenly controlled sgysten zg

opposed to the ideal. He attackg "the blatant Philistinism
of tr

N . < - 6 .
re vast majority of / his / Communist oomraaes"3 in
the stme way as be attacked the Socislists and the Wational

- Party of Scotland. In In Iemoriem James Joyce he again

34Letter to The Scotsman, 4th June, 1966,
35Qthed by Duncan Glen, p.1l26.
36

L.P.y p.337.
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showg his clear-sighted appraisal of the proletariet, free
from the “pinko-grey", guilt-ridden view of the Auden-Spender-

Day Lewis group:

And T am haunted by the masses

In our grezt ind astflul centres

Greedy for productivity and neglecting fertilit
The fertility end pOuenu1°1 abundence of life

D

Is a gift so strange to their minds that they feel

in themselves

The responﬁibilitv towards it -- they hold it something

That rises of itself, not an achievement

Which nothing but adequate eifort can keep alive. 37

Coupled with his concern over the Philistinism of the

proletariat and their dislike of mentsl efiort is an

absolute hatred of the puritanism "that goes with mos?
. e 38 - .

so~c:1lled Communism or Socialism"~", and in 1962, he

states that he nevzr sought to address himgelf "to the

uneducated or undereducsted, to juvenile delinquents, to
1, 1 0 1 : 39
beatniks and thz like"~ 7,
He would, he states in The Battle Continues:
Fipe out the false word "humanism"; our art is not
to be '
kilsericordious, toothless, pacifistic but the art
of full-blooded men
Lach in command of a full arsenal of feeling, including
the feeling of social hatred.

No inertia, cowardice, quietism, weariness, apa

thy then.4C

1.0.0., paa3.
38 .p., p.239.
39,

g‘:_?:":_“x‘[a:;:l,os- Po3e

40
.3.C., p-33.
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In spite of his repeated cries that he has "no love for
humanity but only for the higher brain«cenﬁres”4l, he really
hzs too much love of humenity; he belileves in individuality,
in Comriunism, in Nationalism, all idealisms, which point to
e humenitarisnism unconnected with dewy-eyed romanticising
abcut the common men, the proletariat snd the rural worzer.,
Hig humanitarianism is a goad which will {force common men --
"gsailors, fishermen, sgricultursl workers, rural labourers,
PR R . 42
of all kinds, buck navvies, and other non-hogus people" " —-
to realige their potential, regardlese of whether they have
been conditioned to bondege or mot; it is by no means o
PaNaces .
The "non-bogus" people whom he met while on war-ssrvice

in a Clydeside engineering works (he was then fifty-three

cerg old and weakened by ili health) and among the "enbiri&3
unlettered crews of.the little sailing~boats on vwhich I go
to the herring-fishing, thirty miles beyond the Rerna Stacks
on the edge of the lain Deep"4J, are nis main concern and
he will make sure that they do not accept the eazsy way, bdut

that they will elways live life to the full,

I do not care a rap what the educatel clesces think,
believe, like etc. RBub if the great maeses are boz~ed
in ignorance and shocking bad tastes, that is precisely
41

= . ~
;L.ti—.)l, i)oi()o

42 ..
TIbid.,pn.412.

43

Toid.,p.48.
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whet T em vitzlly concerned about, and I cznuoct
lie back, alcocf among my intellectual peers, and
in that way acoulesce 1n the “-~ ed gtandard
the gernerslity. I must get in 3t b
cseck to iaterect vher in betd T
dards by every nmed

N

hett v etaxy

ﬂext to face~to~Tace velking
bect means to my hand just ¥
versics in newspapers and par

PRPCYS. oo 4.4

e even menticns at one point —--this is in his earlier days --

that he intends to save poetry by going to the people and

1

naking “a pilgrirage through the length and breadth of the

s}

eclaiming and ex

o,

countvry, vleining my poetry at street

Lo
p]
corners =nd mariet squeres =nd wherever 'btwo or three are
45

gathered together' and prepared to listen" He did not,

his Dl)“*"lage§ he did not need to. Ry
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vers and evoiding the Anglo-Scottigh

. - . AG . . .
Glasgow Herald end The Scobsman " “which were virtually

[$%)

united against him after his esgpoussment of Communism,

.t‘l

he daid, indesd, succeed in stirring the tor@id denizens
of the agguarium. It is unfortunste but probably not surp-
rizing that they resented his attacks and czme to know hin

¢ @s a polemical vdrose-writer than a lyric poet. Professor

Puthley describes cne such journslistic feat when as self-

LR, 297

o
S

i.8.7., p.121.

.
oW

46

‘Since the war, however, both NEWSPEDers, steifed wver
often by discinles and friends of the noet, have printed
lerge numbers of letters from him on & wide variety of topics.

7



propagznda for To Circumjack Cencrastus, FKacDiarmid wrotbe

a number of advence reviews under pseudonymg. to differen
4

7

journals al ternately attagking and defending his name’ .
Undoubtedly something wes proven when Edinburgh University
conferred the honorsry degree of LL.D. on him in 1957,
although, perhaps more in keeping with the man, this

newly acauired fespeotability did not prevent him contesting
the Kinross and swest Perthshire scet as e Communist against

the then premier Sir Alec Douglas-—Home who was backed by

all the might of the Conservative Central Office. ZEven

more in keeping with HaoDiarmid wes his instituting proceedings

egeinst the Prime Finister for the unfair advantage

fond

il

4

ed

©
ot

or
him by his avpesrances on the national television networw

as the leasder of the Counservative Party.

Let the only consistency

In the courge ol my poetry

Be like thet of the hawthorn tree ' -
which in the early Spring breaks

fresh emerald, then by nature's law

Darkeng and deepens and takes

Tints of purple-maroon, rose-madder and straw.

Sometimes these hues are found

Together in ple:-sging hearmony bound. '
Sometimes they succeed each other. But througn
A1l the changes in which the hawthorn is dignt,

No mett - r in what order, one thing is sure

~-The haws shine ever the more ruddily bright. 48

47

K.Buthlay, Hugh FacDiarmid (Bdinburgh,l1964),p.112.

Orag.a.,e.35.
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FATITH IN SCOTLAND'S HIDDEN POO'ERS

The langucge element, the Scottish mational character,

of my poetry, is not the most important thing about
it. 1

When MacDiarmid wrote these words, in the late 'thirties,

H.

he was living in self-imposed exile on one of the more remote

of the Shetlind Idlands, and wig a fully convinced commmunist,

v

though not in the Party. He had not only taken the step of

cutting himself off{ from the rest of the literary world

G,

but he had been expelled from the Nabtional Party oi Scolland

for commuaism and from the C.P.G.B. for "nationalist deviation®

had forsaken his eariier experiments with'synthetic Scots'
and had adopted English, of a very special order, as his
poetic languege though he still wrote Scots poetry in a very
thin canon of that languzge. Ferhaps it is net feir then

to judge his earlier work by this statement but it is
impoesible not to agree with him that even in his ecarlier
poetic phase in the 'twenties and ‘'thirties, the time of

Sengschaw, Penny wheep, A Drunk Fan Looks gt the Thigtle,

and To Circumjack Cencrastus, his principal concern weas

not 'the languag

(D

element' but the spiritual element of his

poetry. The most important thing for him is the belief in

—IJ }.e,p l(’o
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human potentialities, the belief that a1l men must share
the creative agony of the artist and those who do not are
less than bhunan.

Scottish Nationalism =nd the languvoge element are
really only part of this belief. He, as a Scobsman, had
first of 211 to find a suitable medium for his poetry --
oth:rwise the full potential of his crective power would
not be realired. His object was to "split the Caledonian
atom, and to liberute the bHcot that ie to be“z. That
object did not depend for its success upon Scottish Nation-
ism of the orthodcx veriety or the language element.

Whichever came. first, his Scottish Nationalist
politics or his advocacy of Scots as a poetic language,
it is mot directly relevanﬁ to hisg aim as a prophet of
individualism and the potential greatness oi the human spirit.

Probably, in fact, his interest in Scots came before his

<t

intercest in Scottish Nationalist politics. Str:

e

4%}

nge as it
may seem in view of the attacks YacDisrmid made later on
the Burns Cult, he probebly first became interegted in

Scots as & languige through the activities of the Vernmecular

. N ] 3 . .
Circle of the London Burns Club.” Suddenly realizing that

Scotland hacé other poets zp-ry {rom Burns, poets who were

2
W.Power, Literature snd Gatmesl (London,1935), ».181.
3,1th &y, DO



perhaps more powerful artists, writing, not in a dying

dialect, Dbut in & fully armed independent le

’J’Q

Lege,

¥aceDisrmid, with typic. 1 verve and omnivorous avnpetite,

devoured every book he could lay his hends on regarding
Scotland and its litersture, history, sociology and

langu:ge. It is obvious when we read such works as his

1=

Contemporery Scottish Studies (1926) and Albyn or Scotland

and the Future (1927), thet FacDiarmid's knowledge of the
- N
A

acts concerning Scotland is encyclopzedic. Probably no
one else in Scotland in this ccecuntury has known $o0 much

gbout the country ( which may sccount for his lack of

success as a Scottish Nationalist politieisn) and certainly
no one elge has combined this vast corpus of knowledge with

As early as 1622, lecDiarmid, still writing under

his real narme C. qurleve, edited hnisg Tirst periodicel,

The Scouvtish Chapoook, and i1t was immediately clezr to those
who had not already found the messuge of North rn Mumbers
clesr enocugh that this w.s the start of what has later

been called a "Hulturksmpfv. He claimed thzat Scotticsh

alike which constitute the uniguenegs of Dostoeveski'sg

4

work""' —= g fact wnich indicates thst Machiarmid's later
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CJormunism may have its rocts in admiraticen for the greot

i

,JJ

Rusgien artists. ¥Wot only, however, did he presc

Dostoeveski into service, Dbub also Csweld Spengler,

whose The Decline ol the vest 1"'(1 just been published in

Germeny. Using in terminology, he divided

Heetern Ten into the llonian type and the Faustian:
The Appollonien type 1s dogmatic, ungquestioning,

ingtinctive, having nc ccnc-pbion of infinity -—-
in short your averazge EZnglishwmen or German —- and
the Fesustian mind, on the contrary, is Cominated
by the ccncept of infiﬂitV, of the uvnsattainsble,
and hencs 1is ever questlioning, never gatisfied
raticonalistic in religicon and politics, romantic
in art end literzture —-- & periect expregsicn

of the Scetvish race. 5

With the supvort of Svengler, ¥eacDisrmid was convinced

that “nglish wag not good encugh for the Faustian Scot and

OJ
w
[

50 he posited the cleim of Scots Vernzcular, that "va
unutilised mzes of lapsed observation made by minde whose
attitudes to experience ana whose speculative and imaginative

tendencies were qguite different from any pessible to Znglish-

men and Anglicieed beotg today' .

7
5
<
Lde
o
=

12d his eyes opened to the great past of
Scottigh literature Dunbar Douglas Henryson end

] H o 3 v §
Lyndszy, and having decided that to back up any oclitical

Scottish Naticnalism a culturel langusge was needed, 1

°5.0., ».214.

6
“Ibid., p. 210.
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FacDiarmid, in the 'twenties, Dbegan to graft on to his
alrezdy consistent and fairly uncorrupted dizlect as many

new words (or rather old words made new) from dizglect diction-
aries and Middle Scots poets as he needed. In answer o

a question asked in a B.B.C. broadcast, he replied, "1

went to where the language weg kept, to the diotionary, It

seened the most logical thing fo do“7e Apart from being

sn invitation to the critics of “éynthetic Sgots“ to attack,

this statement is, 1in meny respects, correct, as Machiarmid

did go to the dictionary -- Jamﬁesom's Etymological

i

Dictionary of the Scottish lLanguage -- to obtain meny of his

"“trouvaillegt.

So followed the period of "gynthetic Bcots® —-

a most unfortunate bterm, the word synthetic sugzesting
to us something false and artiiicial, whercas in

fact what ¥VacDlarmid wanted wis a oyﬂtbesjs or

amzlgar of Scots, oldand new, a very difierent thing...
MacDiarmid's work in synthesgising a language has

gl

a nurber of antecedents, although to use them as justificaticn

is a very doubtful proposition. One of the first to advocatbe
gsome sort of amaligam of dislects wes Dante who declared

that "the iliustricus, cardinal, courtly, @eand curial

Quoted by W.i.S5.Keir, "Hugh UscDiarmid end the
Scottvish Renzissance", Fegtschriit, ed. K.D.Duval and S.G.
Smith (Zdinbur n,1962), Deld.

'C‘J

Ulpid., p.ld.
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vernacular languege in Itely i1s thet which belongs to all
the towns in Italy but does not sppesr te belong to any one
of them". O0Ff Inglish writers, Spenser was prohably the

first to maze it his avowed intention tc pluck the best

and most useful words TFor hig purvose Irom the past, slthcugh

Ben Jonson later compleined that Spenser "writ no language®.
-

ilton intrecduced deliberate archaeicsmes and latinate terms

into his Peradise Losgt, To make, g Addigon put it,

<

"hig poew the more venerable, and give it a greater gir of
By using archaic and obsolebe terms in Scots postry,
FacDiarnid wes also operating within a well-defined traditicn.

411 three of the 1&th century Scotiish (as opsosed to

a poetic langusge, peculisr tc them ss individuals and not

<1

strictly a pure spoken diszlect. Thelr reasons for meking
up such a Ysynthetic" langu=zge were, of course, varied bdbut
perhaps the most importsnt rezsgon comson o all wis a desire

to show just whaet Scots wzs capable of. :11 wrote poems in

A

Ingliisn, but , to a great extent, +they wrote their best

-+

worlt in Scots, mnot only bvecsuse they thought and felt wost

ngturslly in it, Dbut also beczuse it secmed one way, verhays

Py g
the only way, of redeeming the "treasonm\gf the Unicn of
the Parlismentes in 1707. That illan Ramsaf)ielt obliged %o

, | /
[ oot 'Z{Lwe\ = wiA e

r“,
Qi;,t»‘,{g{il%dag} <A VQ‘ Wy & ‘\ i e ,
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explain why he used Scotls in Ine Gentle Shepherd, indicates

that even in 1738 there wes a feeling that the Scots langusge
wos threstened and that the next thing to be threatened might

be the Scottbish naticn:

pu

Thet I have exvrbsqu my thoughts in my native dialect

was not only my inclingticn, but the degire of my
bent and wisest friends; and most reasonable, since
good imagery, just similes, and all manner of
ingenious thoughts in & well-laid design, disposed
into nwabers, is poetry -~-Then gocd poetry may be
in eny language. 9

s1lthough Burns was more of an 1&th century figure and more in
tune with the sge of Sensibility =2s it is now called, he

still feund it @ifficult to exprece himselfl erth 1ly in

Bnelish and complained of this

L
@

letter to Thomson, his

gong editor:

D
These Fnglish songs gravel me to death.~-I heve
not that command of the langu=ge that I have of my
native tongue.--In fact, 1 think my idezg are more
. . . -y . e~ . - . -7
barren in English than in Scotish./sic 10
The sentiments J@0001t1qL of all three is, in fact ,

a further sign that nationalism was not far velow the surface
although the only political exvression sllowed to them was

the writing of Scots poetry. As Professor Renwick writes

N3

of the pest-Unicn years:
« .. bhe Golden Age of Scotland was an age of political
degradgtion. In 1745 Scotsmen wsre still czpable of
politiczal action, in that some Tfcought for tre Stuars

G

’The Gentle Shepherd,(Perth,1738), preface.

10 PR, P < o
Tett of Robert Burns, ed.J.De L.Ferguson(Cxford,

Vol.ITI, p.cbe.

3
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dynasty and some against -~ crude action butbt positive.
Thereafter the government in ¥Westminsler arranged
that neither hody should be allowed the possibility
of action. Scotland wes mancged through the Lord
AQvoczte by the exercise of patronzge, bribery,

end repression as reqguired, with just enough show

of politics 28 to admit Scotitish Kembers of
Parlisment to be merged into English pesrties. 11

Eac'larmld writing in an age when even sentimental Jacob-
itism ig no longer allowed the poet, has often pointed out
the greatest sin thaet Burns committed wes to give in to
the pressures of his publishers and to write his "serioush
work in English, thus tacitly relegating the Scots
lenguage to homely scenes, comic stories and sparetime
poetry. While admiring the cuccessful poetry of Burns,
he deplored the influence Burns had, "producing litile
] - . R . wle T
gave puerile and platitudinous doggerel , &and reducing
— PN - rad Y v v|n13
the whole field of Scots letters to a 'kaillyairad .
The one even faintly hopeful spark in Scotitish
poetry during the literary Dark Ages of the 19th century
ig Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-'94), although even he had

-L

to apologise for writing in Scots, which he regarded as
fast becoming an antiquity:
”he dav draws near whcn this 1llu s« ous npa m=lla651€

and Dﬂ ch01a]€ S nberdeen«‘w- , and QCOUL'S
brave xet“ooo dtan utterance will be &ll equally

Pnglish Literature, 1789-1E15 (London,“946), PY.194-5.

"Alb.,
13

P.12.

A

Ibid.,p.19.
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the gheosts of speech. Till then I would love to
have my hour as a native Iakar, apd be read by
my own country folk in our own dying language. 14

Tn spite of the fact that MacDiarmid would disagree with
the sentiments expressed, and the sentimental feeling of
nostalgia as well as the thinly disguised inferiority
omplex about the oualltv of Scots, Stevenson was not
being at all controversial; he was merely echoing what
most people were saying iv the 19th century. And, indeed,
Scots was dying, accelerated by the schools the universities
and churches. The 19th century, however, was a great age
for dialecticians and other antiguarisns asnd so 1t is not
surprizing perhaps to hesr Stevenson apologize to the
dialect purist for doing exactly the szme thing eas FacbDiarmid
forty yezrs later, namely, language-msking:
...Tor I gimply wrote my Scots as well s 1 was able
not caring if it heiled from Lauderdale or Angus,
from the licarns or Galloway; if I had ever heard
& good word, I used i% without sheme; and when
Scots was lacking, or the rhyme jibbed, 1 wss glad
(like mybetsers) to fall back on anlloh 15
This is by no means the sentiment adwmitted by HacDiarmid
in spite of the similarity in resgpect of languege-making,
end it toclkr that poct to make the conscious efiort not only

to make lenguage but to make a language which was

@ b4
l 4 T - o

R.L.Stevenson, Undecrwoods (Lendon,1EE7), p.xi.
15

Ibid., p.xi.
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3,

more thsn a nostalgic indulgence. It remsined to FacDiarmid

to restore the Scots langurse to its rightful nlace as an

Ligs

Qo
Oa

adult tongue, precise and forceful like Kiddle Scots ha
CEN.
During HacDiarmid's formative years, when he was
at school at Langholm icademy, Scobtish poetry was probably
at itg lowes®t ebb. John Davidson (1£57-1909), it is true,
hed been writing and had achieved & faif level of fame, but
he wrote in English and “w.s unable to realize the far greater
suitability of Scote for the expression of his idess than
English could ever afford" . His ide.s, however, concerning
language, and his poetry of ideas had a very profound
influente on FecDisrmid leter in life. Bub there was
ﬁf . “"‘
nothing, distinguish Davidson at a language level from any
English writer and Scots remained, during most of MacDiarmid's
chbol yezrs,the léﬁguage of ¥M.As. masguerading as shepherds
of the Ochils, as. Duncan Glen puts 1it, or post-Burnsian
rap for the Poets' Corner of local papers. Uhe view
of Scots as 2 lanzuasge fit only for the moet trivial

o

subjects Burns Hights snd the lowegl clasgeg of humanit
3 ’ J

1€, . - .
Hugh MaébDiarmid,"John Davidson: Influences and

Influence", =2n introductory esszy to Jdohn Davidson: A Selection

of his Poems, ed. Iaurice Lindsay (London,1961

—

o]
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wae, and still is, maintained by & vocel midile-clage. In
1619, Frofessor Gregory Smith, echoing the sentiments of
the Anglo-Scottish literary establishment, wnile ot the

szme btime aprearing to be controversial, hed writien a

chapter entitled "The Problem of Dialecth:

Should it be the degtiny of Scot-ish litersture to
lose ite individual place and at last forget the
full Deric end the btraditicnal themes, ‘there

need be no wringing of bands, as if nationality
were Jost and the gencrous spring of Scotticism
ned run dry. The passing will not be as the last
flicker of a spent force, but the completicon of an
Act of Union which hae been leng in the meking,
and which nortrhern geniug, traineé in a gchool

too narrow for its power, may, in the fuller

enjoyment of an old comradeship, find play for these
powers and indulge a growing ccnfidence. 17

In point of fact Smith was writing just too late, =as in
a very few years llacliarmid was to explode on the Scotbtish

scene snd destroy all the best-laid glans of the :inglo-

FacDiarnid came late to both the Scotvish langsuee
and Scotitish Nelionalism. Before the war he had trained
tc be a teacher -- a species of Scot he later castigated

mercilesely and probably not without cause -- at Areughton

-

Junior Student Centre in Edinburgh, but hed lef

<t

when .S

father died. After journalistic work in varicus parts of

Scotland and England, and involvement in the Independent

1 x4 -
7§pottlsn Literature(London,1919), pp.153-4,




Lgbour Part;, he jeoined the Royal Arnmy Iledical Corps. Then

followed illnecs in 1918 &nd demobilisation in 1920. Hontrose

became his bece for the next nine years cnd he lived there

with his wife and two children, worked for the lLontrose
Review, became a Labour Town Councillor, and , as Professor

Puthlay laconicaliy hasc it, "the greatest literary force

C e 16 " © . .

in Scotland" . YJwenby-eight may seem & rather advanced

age for a poet to become interested in his true poetic medium
but that is not to dzy that ¥ecDiarmid had been idle in the

Previous years. ‘¢ had alresdy started to write in English

in a vaguely Georgien style and in Firglt Hymn to Lenin

and Other Poems (1931), we come across the poem "Reyond

Txile", which he wrote while on wsr service in Salonikas

in 1916 (although in Northern Numbers (1920) it is incorrectly

ated 1919). The mood of the poem is that of a slightly
nostalgic soldier on foreign service looking Torwerd to the
hillgs and meeblL' his own

time when he will be hi

&)

21071

e
n

people, and the language is typically Georgian in a
colourleces sort of way with consciously "poetic" words such
as "albeit", "sundering", "“leagues", and"bourne". It is
not until we read his "Sonnets of the Highland Hillg" which

-

he states are from " a privately circulated sequence of

16Buthlay, p-4.



lgthat we find out the poet is no Georgian of the usual

fifty"
calibre, but something far more powerful and modern in out-
look. Five of the sonnets he printed in his second series

of Horthern Wumbers (1921), and one of them entitled

“Phe Wind-RBags', dated Gildermorie November 1920, is worth
looking at.

The evocation of, and obvicus interest in, the wild
moorland scene ig typically anDiarp 4. His interest has
always centred on the bleak, the rough, and above all
the unsgentimentasly; poems about rough, innhospitable land

are not infrequent in his works as for exemple, "The
q 3 9 ! 3 3

Sauchs in the Reuch Heuch Hsuch", "iilk-¥ort and Bog-Cotton",
"Parrast, "Why I became a Scottish Netiomnalist", "Island

Funeral", eand others.

Rein-beaten stones; great tussocks of dead grass
And stagnant wateres throwing leaden lights

To leaden skies: a rough-maned wind thet bites
With aimlegs violence at the ¢louds thet pass,
Roaring, blackjowled, and bull-like in the void,
And T, in wild and boundless conscicusness,

A brceoding chaos, Teel within me vprecs

The corpse of Time, aborted, cold, negroid.

Aimless lightnings play intermittently

Diffuse, vacant, dully, athwart the stones,
Involuntary thunders slip from me

And growl, inconsequently, hither, thither
-—-And ncw observe, see-saws of sighs and groans
Oblivion and Eternity together.

This is not the poetry of Georgian England, even though the

19
N.N., p.26.



studied use of the sonnet form and some of the words and
constructions like'athwart the stonesg' may sugzest it.
Alrezdy we have a number of typicalily llecDiarmid themes
and sentiments: the interest in bleakness and the wild
violence of the wind, +the man alone "in wild and’boundlesg
conscicusness", and most of all the erctic symbolism of
viclent coupling belbween Oblivion and Eternity which is
a reflection of the "bull-like" wind wnhich bites "with
aimless viclence". All these themes the poel was to use
~both in his Scotbish pcetry and his leter §worldwview“
work. But as yet there is no interest in Scots as a

language. The thoughts of the later poems are there £;w @h”\

5

but not the medium. In fact, Kachiarmid seems at this S .i\hmi

RV Coant

. -
time to have been a normal,young Doctwcully inclined -

journalist, a member of tnqi;. F .;) a writer of Georgien
verse with an interest in TdfODGaﬁ poetry, &and an omnivorous
reader. Although anDigrbld's early attempts at ¥nglish

poetry in Northern Mumbers end Annsls of the ®ive Senses,

may sugzest a kind of schizophrenia, we must regard thesse
poems as experiments, not wasted dut ﬁithout the great
motive power of Scottish ilationalism and polltlcQ generslly
behind them

What csused the outburst of Wationalistic feeling

in Scotland in the ‘'twenties after so many yesrs of
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the experience of the Great

the rights of

the Tinal flare-up of Romantic Netionalis

there arose in

of not incongiderable writers.

e

WS lexander Gray (18682) wh

Sir .

nuwrher of Scotg translations of

and ballads. As Xurt Wittig points

o~

orzce in hcemespun: it
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for the exprecgion o

of the past —-~and Sir

£0
vein that suited the Scottish geniush ¢

poetry to include Continental work
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constantly to the liekars, and attempting, neither very

ICob S .

sericusly nor successiuliy, bto write in Hidol

[
@Al

ifter wceDiprmid had written hig views on “synthetic Scots!

mT,

in "The Mew Kovement in Vermacular Poetry", one of a series

w

of articles for The Scottish EZducaticnal Jeurnal and algo

in the 3Scottish Chaepbook, Spence wrete:

If in some sort this “new" vernacular, gathered from
21l the Scottish didects, culled from the ancient
Yakare, and anxwﬁﬂﬁqv in worde oif somewhat far-fetched
aspect,is net wrol y satisfzctory, it still foreshadows
the zwdvent of a tengue wii’ch even an intelligent

-

member of the Scobttish Vernaculsry Circle will admit
ig beound to arise as & medium for the necesgities

of the growing number of those 3cottich writers

in prose and verse w“oec esulﬁies are linked for
good or evii with the Deric. 21

Leter he withdrew hie supnort for Wsynthetic Scots" and #

-

attacked FeceDiarmid'ts A Drunk Man Looks at the Thistle as

being trewled up from g Scots dicticnary and recdolent with
"words and expressioﬁs of fantastic, .droll and whimsical
sound am@ appearance™™ . According to Spence much more
care andgschoelarship must be employed before "a very happy
edmixture" would result which would "not only be sbsolutely
familiar to the writer, but czpable of being set ddwn
instently as inspiration so clamantly requires" .

This ig the usual criticism of "gynthetic Scots®

"he Scots Literary Renaissance", Hineteenth Century
', ( July 1926), ».l127.

ots Poetry Today", Hineteenth Century and ifter




peirs, Edwin ¥uir, David Craig and cthers,

P

w

repested by John
and yet, while there may be some truth in the criticism
when applied to lesser figures and to the wegker of MacDiarmid's

poems, there is wno truth in the stetement when applied to

WacDizrmid at his “synthetic Scots® begt. In 1925 §§E§§phaﬁf Ql
‘ ) U): P

wog published and Scotland had & pcetv of Britisb calibre. Aooa
- L

this was followed by Penny Wheep in 1926 and 4 Drunk Tan_‘%*ﬂ’““””

Looks st the Thistle, <the sume year, apd ucotland had

. - v
a lyric poet of FTuropean stendard. ¢ (Hﬁ/

s

We may 1nve5t15%tci BCDle“Fld'S reasons for choosing
to me-e up his own language and may accept Scottish Nation-
=lism as the main one, but from his prose works we learn
thaﬁ there w:ge more tb his "gsynthetic Scots" than the
invention of a language to be used by Scottish ooets. In

Contemporary Scottish Studies (1926) ¥acDiarmid gives as

ancther reason Tor sdopting Scote as his poetic langusge

the fact that so many events in Scotl.ond seen

@
o

o

j&v]]

QJ

o,

<

he!
|

to a great Scotvish revival iﬁ%he arts and in public life:

...l have been driven to see a potentiaslly creative
interrelationship between such ostensibly unrelated
phencmena as the emergence of the "Glasgow Group"
of Socialist I7I.Ps.;intengificaticn of the Scottish
Home Rule lovement; the growth of Scottish
Catholicism; the movement for the revivel of 3Breid
Scots. is soon as I begen to interest myself in

the pogsibilities of & Scottigh Renaissance I found

that I wase by no means alone in doing so. The
natter wos definitely'in the air'. 24
24

"0.$.5., p.111.

e
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Wot only was LiacDiermid's effort not a solo experiment but
he was not operating egainst the widely held philosophical
belief of the time. In the same book, he admits his debt
to Spengler, the German philosopher, for the basis behind
hig move -~ thet is, that Inglish, the only language
available to a Southern Scot apart from Scots, was dying:
That is the choice -- either go back to Scots; or
be content to be indefinitely no more than third-
rate in an English tradﬁ@dcn which is declining,
end bto the declinature of which no bottom can
apparcntly be set —— one of Spengler's "exhausted

civilizaticns® giving way to “the stones the
builders rejected". 25

The feeling that Inglish wes dying, was not a belief
exclusive to liecDlarmid : many English and American
poets felt the same way and tried to remedy this by
experiments with technical words, guotations and phreses
from foreign lenguages, and the cestruction of accepted

printing conventions.

et

Whet WacDiarmid meant byra declinihg laﬁguage W8
that " English is suffering from a kind of Imperial eleph-
\/antiasis“26; it no longer hed the precisicn that is required
of & poetic langusage. Later, when INacDiarmid had looked

deever into Scottish history and decided that the Celtic

influence wzs the important sopark in the Scotiish soul

25C

S5.5., p.119,
26\ fa)

A.5.T., p.1E&L.
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he compared Scotitish with Welsh literature and remarked on
Uthe extreme sensibility to the whole of their conscious
existence, Dbut especially with what has to do with the

r

physical world from star to 1eaf”27° Always the emphasis
ig on exactitude, on precision, on the ability to pin down
meaning exactly. It would be easy to say that llacDiarmid
obbained this accuracy by inventing his own lang®age, but
this is not quite true.

Anyone with even a slight acqueintance with Scote

dialects and the poetry of Rurns, will realize, 1if he reads

Saengschaw, and Penny whesp , and even A Drunk Msn Looks

1

at the Thistle, thalt MacDiarmid's much lamented "difficulty"

lies not so wmuch in the fact that he is using a new langusge

"abounding in werds of somewhat far-fetched aspect", but

ol

in the fact that he is using Scots at all to d«al with

themes difficult in any language and which have not been

5

theiprovinéé df Scats pdetfy Sinée the tinme 6f Dunbar. Ais
Burns Singer remarks in his article "Scarlet Iminence!,
"its notorious difficulty reflects the stupidity of its
critics rather than the intentions of its creator"™,

Ty a simple asrithmeticel system it is possible to show that

-1,

the averiage , but necegsarlly unbiassed,reader will find

L.P., p.CH.
2t
- b W 2t o Tt N
"Scarlet Eminence", Zncounter,(iarch,1957),p.55.
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very few words in any of the volumes of obscure or sncient

. . .29 - . . - . -
derivationt”In the oft-anthologised "The Bonnie Broukit

"broukit", ‘“erammasy", and “clanjamfrie", and although
knowledze of the exact Jamieson meaning gives an added

e lyric The onomatopoetic qualities of the
words themselves is sufiicient to anycne with half an esr
for sound. Critics have pointed out with glee that the
“trouvailles! are noticeably from the beginning of Jamiéson's
dicticnary, forgetting no doubt that even though they are
the alliterative qualities of ¥acDiarmid's verge suit this
sort of approachBO° -Wnile iv 1s abgurd to count up lists
of words like scome sort of mathemaetical problem, this
approach certsinly meets meny critics of TachHisrmid on
their ground and forceg them on to their own caltrops.

N This shculd not detract from the fact thet Fachiasrmid
\1&&, in another sense, create’'a new language, like Shalon

Jacob (—————), whom he menticns in In ¥emoriszm Jenes

James Joyce:

He practicaelly creat-d & new language
Reinvigorated ancther,
Portrayed & wheole civiligzaticn

From the twenlty-eight poems of the Sengschaw, T

29
T

found appreximastely forty c¢iificult or cbscure words which
were without my knowledge, giving an average of legss than
: er

colour,




In all its minutest detz=il,

Recanme the grandiather, the gource of inspirstion,’

Of a whole pgelexy of writers

Gesve dignity to the humble

And hooe to the unforiunzte

O0f a whole people. 31
The difficuldty of IacDiarmid's poetry, il many of his
Fnglish critics wouold admit it, is not the barbed wire
fence of dizlecct, Dbut the thought and subject of the poetry.
The voetb's striving after precisicn of uitterance meant that
ne regzrded al’ langusge, whether from dicticneries or
dislects, as necessary matrrial, and even so, 1if we look
clogely encugh and with sufficient detachment, we find
his archaisms and obscurities esre fairly rare and certainly
the insupsrahle barrier of Speirs'e imagination. As
1ste as the 'thirties, when his interest in Scots as his
own medium was waning, he gtill esought the elusive

32

exactitude he desired, end in bcth In Hemoriam James Joyce

3

: e w233 - - o .
and The Islerds of Scotland””, he exults over the ancient,

but fast declining, Shetland language' Worn"and catalogues
the words 1t nas for winds in varicug degrees and states

~11 -

ol the sez. This is for ilacDiarmid, "“the o0ld precision

al

of diecrimination which is s0 rgrely encountered today and

cens indeecd, to have bheen almoet wholly blurred and swall-
5 J
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owed up in that genersl omnitude of today which is indeed
34

twithout and void!'",

F-h
O
=5
(‘

Mot only did MacDiazrmid hope to achieve "the old

precisicn of discrimination" and thereby revitalize Scots

2
he also saw how other languages had been revitalized irom
the "disjecta membra" of a langusge, "Provencel in PFrance,

re
atelan in Spain, ‘the Landsmaal in Norway and so on”35
end had noted that these language movements had been
accompanied, it secemed inevitably, by naticnal liberation
movements. Only in Scots, he claimed, could a 3cotsman
express himself:
PN Lp£11sb is incapable of afiording means of exprescion
for certain of the chief elements of Scotiish 1 nesych-
ology ~- just as knglish has no equivalentg'fo_ nany
of the distinctive words in the Scots vocabularyo 36
Undoubtedly KecDiarmid was the ideel person to
revitalize Scots, as it was obviously a labour of love for
him to use new words and to incorperate them btobtalliy-inte -
hig vocsbulary. As David Daiches says, "the poet's inag-
ination works linguisticzlly; forhinp, prceper nering of
?7
thlngs ig the revelation of their rezl meaning in experience"~

Thus Spence's strictures, and those of & number of others,

regarding FecBhilarmid's unscholerly apprcach to making up

34
35

1.5., p.91.
:____r_-b" p 35

®Ibid.,p.35.
37

(U]

"The Rarly Poems", Festschriit, p.47.
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ig language, are irrelevant and pedantic. An artist is

B

clmost certzinly not the best person to set down a new
langtaze as a dictionsry item. Facdhiarmid, for his part,
just veed the languesge he knew half knew and discovered
from dictionaries and books, as he edmits. He certainly
made nistakes and used the wrong word occesionally, as
Professor Brthlay points out not un m,athotlowlljg8, but
who, in the last analysis, cares? The words were dead and
have ccme alive again -- it is small wonder that they have
been retamorphosed in the resurrecticn process. Hot only
wags MacDiarmid consistent, but he was also quite within

his rights ag a poet, as the only important thing is

TR

!

whether he is succegsful or not:

=S

Any language real or ertificial, serves if a
creative artist finds his medium in it. 239

acDiarmid seems 10 have been drawn inevitably
to revitulizing Scots, and with Scots, revitelizming his-
own poetry, which , before Sengschaw, had shown signs of
nromice bubt no greatness. Scotiicsh Nationaslism wac undoubt-
edly the greetest factor in his initial attempts at Scots

peetry, e&ltheugh it may be argued that Yachiarmid's voetry

L —

is and was always political either impiicitly or exdlicitly.

L

His use of Scots in the first place, wseg a2 politiczl act
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which he obvicusly associated with other developments of

a political nature in Scotland, and with the Irish literary
movement which had gone hand in hand with the Irish’
Hationalist movement, most obviously in the personr of
Padriac Pearse, the Irish poet—-soldier, executed Lor his
-part in the lester Rising of 1916. is Zachiarmid became
more accustcmed to Scots, it is interesting to notice how

his surety of touch increases until in A Drunk I'an he agttains

to an almost complete mastery of the language and a much
deeper type of poetry than the lyric outbursts of Sangschaw

and Penny YWheepn. . On the other hand it is worth noting how

succegssful the densest lyrics are in these latter collecticns,
th- moet commonly antﬁolorls d being those with the greatest
dengity of "synthetic Scots'": "The Bonnie Broukit Balrn®,

"The Watergaw", "The Eemis Stane".

Perhaps the success of the dense poems of Sangschaw

5

and Penny ¥heep had the efiect of confirming in llacDiarmid

whnat he knew already: that the reason for the low status

Jof Scote wis largely Eng h domination of British literature.
The Burnsian Bardolators were responsible tc a great extent
but rmuch more sericus was the threst of the Znglish

zscendancy. ~is late zs 1934 he could write that

anglo—-3cottish friendshis need not sufier, as

Anglo-
Irish relationships have done, dbut if thot is
J

0
be avoidza trhere must be a speedy sbandonment of
5 4o

the top-lofty, intclerznt atitifude of a certiin



tyoe of Englishm“‘ snd of any aggrevating inslstence
Governmnental or otherwice, on sn unrecl and undes-—

jireble unifcrmity. 4C
sut obvicusly he had mace up his mind by thset time, &as his

WCauserie" in The Scottish Chapbook ehows that, = barring

divine intervention, he believed that ther: was no chance

;_.

of an Inglish change of heart. ELven in Penany Vheep, we

get a preview of whal wae to come in his attitude to the

Fnglish from his poem YGairmscceile". ot only is the

y

4

Scote denser than in any of his other poems, but his

poetic claims for the Hcots languzge are wven less ambiguous
thaen usual: the Scovtish tongue “rings/ Wi datchie sesames,
and namesg for qdﬂeleUL things" (CP,58). In Mekar-like

style he Tlytes some poor poetasters in the English tongue

comparing himgelf to Vergelsnd atieccling the Danish

domination of Forwegian literature:

a7

.. .¥atheless like thee I stzlk on mile by mile,

Howkin' un deid stumps o' thocht, and sswin' my eidsnt
gift.

Ablachs and scrats, and dorbels o' 2' kinds

Lye'd drob me wi' their puilr eeW~u“00ﬂ n' minds,

Wee drochnlin' creturs drutlin' their hit thochits

The dorty hodiesg! TFeech! Hae Sazssunuch drings

11 daunton me! Tak' ye sic things for poets? ((E,5&)

In &4 Drunk lian, ‘the poet, coniident of the role he is to

play in nurturing Scottish literzture and rezlizing that
trhe Znglish rose will attenpt to overshsdow the Scotvticsh

0, . s . . s -
4 "The Celtic Lit-rary Revival', Jew 2ritain (IZerch

1934)9 P’514‘
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thistle, attecks ngland, theugh not as ssvagely as later
during the 'thiriies.
Upor their Eing and system I
nh

Glower ag on things at whiles in pairt
I may admire (at lezet for the“),

1e
T

ok 0
;- e

rut wi' nse c m upon my hert,
wnile a' thei lecsures agnd their pride
Cots ]O’ me lies -- and there mgun bide

}-c’, (=

Qotside me lieg —- and mair than thetb,

Por I stend gtill for forces which

Fere subjugzted to maek! wav

For Tngland's poo'er, and to enrich

The kinds o' English, and o' Scotbs :

The least congenial to my thoughts. (CP, 140)

For a Scottish Hationsiist anti-English sentiments are

e}

almost essenti.l, 1like a kind of intellectual t@TIOTIOm

without which the English Ascendincy will not deign to fight

but will only refuse maddeningly to take any notice of the

forces raiscé against it, Courled with Scottish Nationalism
& ]

nglish form, Iachizrmid first, in A Drunk Han

mentions s topic whiqh was to become an increassingly important
21t of hieg life and poetry: left wing pelitics.
The collapse of the General Strike in 1926 had been
a grave blow to most left wingers, especially when 1%

became clear that the union leaders, unused to the handling

(“t_,

of such a large undertaking, had fziled to make use of tae
soliderity and determination of the aversge British workin
man and had besen stempeded by the Govermmentis dire warnings

of clase warfare and enarchy and Churchill's antics with

ermed focd convoys and displays of milita ary force, inte
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an early and ignominious settlement. FacDiarmid echoes

the disappointment of many socialists in A Drunk Wen g

4 rose loupt out and grew, until
It was ten times the cige

0' ony rose the thistle afore
Hed heistit tc the skies

And still it grew till a' the buss
Wag hidden in its fleme.

1 never saw gae braw a floo'er

As yor thrawn stock beczanme.

And still it grew until it secmed
The haill braid earth had turned
A reid reid rose that in the 1ift
Like & ball o' fire burned. (C2, 104)

In s»ite of the grand heginning the strike peters ocut
pethetically:

~-The thistle like =
And czm' doon like th , 105)
Although FacDizrmid had been a strong 1.L.P. man in his

earlier days, ‘the breskdown of the General Strike geemed

‘
or

o him to mark the end of hovneg that social justice could
be secured by parliamentary meang or througn the pusill-
animous right wing leadership of the trade unicns. As his
ability to write Scobts poetry improved, he became more
confident in his role ag prophet, and more revolutionsry
in his politics.

AT the same time there had been creeping into his
poetry a hint of bitterness at the dough-like quality

of the Scots themselves, a feelin,
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lethargy. In A Drunk Wan , he echoed T.S.Eliot in

lamenting the living death of the people:

Helplegssly the folk continue ‘
7o lead their livin' death. (CD,68&)

And later:

To save your souls fu' mony o' ye are fain

But de'il & dizzen to mak' it worth the daein',

I widna gi'e five meenits wi' Dunber

¥or a' the millicns o' ye as ye are). (CP,89)
A \ill the seme the feeling is still thet the Scots are heln-

less and need a leader -~ or a catfish in thelr aquerium --

&Q%ﬁ‘ and are notbt irretreivably lost. It is not their fault
but that of the all-enveloping English Ascendancy. IFor
a time, ‘towards the end of the poem, the poet dramatizes
his degpalir: the Scots will never learn to live.

They canna learn, sae canna move

But stick for aye to their auld groove
~-The only race in History who've

Bidden in the came category
S Free stert-to present o' their story, ,-- - -
And deem their ignorance their glory,/ :

The mair they differ, mair the same.
The wheel can whunmle a' but them,
~~They ca' their obstinacy "Hame". (CP,149)
Lven so, IacDiesrmid, with characteristic optimism,
decides that, in spite of all the evidence, he still
chooses to "tak' it to avigandum", or to defer his decision.
His decision we might have hoped to find in To

Circumjack Cencrastus , which was advertised in the 1926

versicn of A Drunk Yan, as being "in vreparation". Four



years , however, we

came ofi the press.

-

re to pags befo

In those years
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re the poem Linally

g nurber of things had

heppened —-- not the least of them being growing dissatis-—

faction with his Mont

in that pert of To Ci

rose job, whic

reumjack Cencre

h he complained about

stus, entitled in

the Collect=d Poems (1962), "liacDiarmid's Curses".

moved to London in 19

but work wass elusive

29 at . the behe

i
4

st of Compton ifackenzie,

and so he ultimately tookx the post of

“Publicity Officer %o the Liverpool Orgsnization", which

he soon lost. He fell off a bugs and suffered

concussion neceggivat

skull by = metal plate

not enough, hig wife
marriage weas dissolve
so closely one each o

writing of aocufy Vel
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"egilimaufries".
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-
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are, and how difficult it is to concentrz=te on writing.
t is impossible not to feel that this malaise is the
result of non-poetic difficulities and that given the
right sort of environment the poet would recover his
failing powers. How Hacbhisrmid wzg to survive and be

)

by these events of the lzte 'twenties and early
"thirties wes almogst Certainly not clear to the poet himsell,
but changes were to take place and = new poet, ebtill
following the same basic path, wus to energe from

the twilight of despair, meteawmocrphosed in language and

politics, and yet unmistakably end uncorruptibly Hugh

FechDisrmid.

Q
=3



|

| 1T
LOURD OF Y HHRT

My dreams for you, Scotland, as soon as I heard
Ithers cry I was right and repeat what 1'd szid
I kent I was konel€qv y wrang and was glad '
0' the light sic fools inad vertently ehed. (CP, 233)

The fregment queted is from the poer, "To & Hew Scotlandh,

from Stony Limite and Other Poems, although the poet might

have entitled it, in all truth, "To a New Nzchiarmid". By
1934, when it first appeared, it must have alrezdy becoie

clear to MacDisrmid that his politicel aims, and as a

result, his linguistic position, hsd to chznge.
At the end of the previous chapter, 1 pecinted out
that Facbhiarmid, in the early 'thirties, was under so =any

pressures and tensions, domestic, politicael ., physical,
and spiritual, thaet 1t wss no wonder that he came out of
the process very much changed, at least outwardly. Too
nmuch of his time in TLondon ihitﬁosé yeers was teken up

by journalism and it must have come as an unpleasant surprise
to find that his London work wzs no more interesting or
rewarding then his ¥ontrose's boss's advice to '"get on/

Wi' advbts. and puffs, and eident don/ The prcofs" (CP,184),
and thet he wae living in a much more unsettled atmosthere.

He was obvicusly suifering from what Clsud Cockburn calls

the most fatzl disesse of the propagandist “of which the

63
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vrincipal symptom 1is an awareness of having said or
written all this over and over agsin, without, so far
as can be seen, having had the slightest eifect upcn any-
thingtt.
The awareness that came upon him in ZEngland wes
not tho.t Scottish Netiomalism was a hopeless cause to support

but that in the form he had envigicned it, it was bound

l—-l

to be an utter failure, end so some new angle had to be

\.n

-

taken. His writing at the time, 1in fact reflects
confusion of a man whose bagic tenets remain the same but
who realizes thaet his approach is wrong. Iuch more then
his writings from exile in Shetland, hnis English works
show a confusicn of thought and principle which marks a

man who has coxre to a turning voint in his 1life. Even in

To Circumjack Cencrastus, which we may assune was commenced
not }png after tlgfpgbl}ogtiqmipfig 9?9??,;ﬁﬂ,1?,¥?209, we
find contradicticns in language, with poems written in
nglish juxtaposed to poems regarding Scots as "the true

languege o' my thochts®; contradictions in principles
with poemsg like "A'e Gowden Lyric" which IacDiermid claims
is better than " a social provlem solved" and'"Lourd on

Iy Herts', where he lezments the spiritual and political

bankruptecy of Scotland. In the collection of essays

“Crossing the Line (New York, 1960), p.135.




entitled At the Siegn of the “histle (1934%), we are

again given en insight into a mind full of different
political, artistic, and linguistic concCepts, some

of which are left-overs from his ideus of the'twenties

and some harbingers of the 'thirties. Most had been printed
in magazines in 1931 and 1932, and among the themes. are

the English ascendancy in British Litersture, a defence

of Scots Vernacular ss having "a higher percentage of
words (most of which have no, or no exact, equivalents

i

in English) of the sherpest psycho~-physical significance

or the subtlest shades of mental discrimination, all of

can be adapbed directly or metaphorically, to the most
mecdern uses“Z, an introduction to Gselic poetry, an

attack on money-lenders though not on Jews, the extension
of vocabulary to allow poetry te "join issué at every point
with modern intelleotion”B, a case for some sort of
-ngtionslism basedfén—SGGial Credit, uvsing-as its medel- - - -
the situation of the Faroe Islsnds, and a promise of greater
experimentation in Scottish Vernascular. The whole collection
is an astonishing hodge-podge of ideas and represents in

some way the confusion in LlachDiarmid's mind as well as its

fertility.
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411 in all, however much we may agree in some
respects with william Soutar, NacDiarmid's poetic contemp-
orary, Tthat,

Grieve —— even allowing foxr his egocentricity—--

has not been helped by isolation; a number of mer
nexrer his own calibre would have nmade 1T ensiler

~

for him to keep valsnced in his self~judgement
and would probably have toned up his work --
forcing upon him & more rigorous teohnique;
but there must always be plenty of lave and
brimstone at the oreatlon of tpe world, 4

-~ howevermuch we may agree, it is important to remember
7
that exile for HacDiarmid was almost a poetic necessity. 6
Ixile to the most-remote part of Scotland was absolutely
essential to the ooot when we consider the amount of poor

N

and downrignt bad poetry he produced in Zngland under the
pressure of his life there. It allowed him time to think

of the larger, and broader themes which his muse demended
and which had been forgotten aming the bread-and-butter
problems of hiswst&y—iﬁwgﬂglaﬁ&fs~r Although-the- New- Britain --
¥ovement, which he had been interested in, was probably

e highly commnendable org:-nization, its efiect on the

poet was elmost certzinly bad. Through veing forced to

think in terms of economics, and practicel politics and
politiclking, his poetic style had suifered to the extent

0of nie producing such poor efforts as "The Belly Grip"

4

Diazries of a Dying I'an, ed. A.Scott,(Zdinburgh, WQH%),

1
~J

e
.

Dy %114
Mew albicn, (April,1934), p.45.
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and "Songs of the New Economiés"6, Also working against

his abllity to produce good poetry was domestic difliculty |
which culminated in divorce from his first wife in 1932,

el though he marriecd again, this time more happily.

3

The principle reason for the breakdown in his poetic

technique was, however, ilure of his original concept
of Scottish Mationalism. He came to agree more and more

with writers like Tewis (rassic Ginbon (James Leslie Hitchell)
that Scottish Home Rule would merely lezd fto a middle class

J@wdiocrity like the Irish Free Staee -~ moderate, anglicized,

-1y
(s
'

end totally philietine. The purge o the Naticnal Party

of " Scotland of 1933 by the mcderatbte members seems to have
fecDlisrmid'e fears about the chance of
Scottish Wationalism of any revoluticnary nature. It was
crystal clear that Scotitish Nationalism, in the form it V%
then oco“, wzg no bevier vhan the rule of Wesﬁminster,f“

-M(*f‘

e et Trecsion of 1051, e 1nm ﬁ/m +
In the Gensral Tlection of 1931, +the T1.L.P., W‘f 77
vinicn was regarded by moegt as a perticularly Scottish q/k f&‘”

perty, elthough Scottish Home Rule had never been one of

-

i

[¢)

s election planks, hzd been cut down to & gtump of five,

most of whom czme from Clydeside. Jorse still the Perlie-

-

mentary Labour Party, although resoundingly defeated in

4, -

thet election, hzd shown iteself to be totzlly Englich

flew .itlentis, (Getober,1633),p.31.



in outlock and considererly more dangerous under the leader—

e

gship of Remsay MacDhDonald then the Conservative Party which

at lezst wae recognizably the enemy of the working classes.

Machiarmid, at the thig time, realized that, a! though

h« would have preferred simultaneous national and social

revolution in Scotland, social revolution

mast come first

o

The party most likely to eficct this was the Communist Party,

and certainly not the Scottish Netionsl Pa

the amalgemation of the Duke of Hontrose's

N - Q
rty, Tormed by

Scottish Party

and the Hational Party of Scotland which had slresdy expelled

facDiarmid and other left wingers. It is,

in a way,

unfortunate that the Labour Party and the I.L.P. were so

strong in Scotland, as it forced gcotiish Nationalism

into a moderate (i.e. right wing) position which could

never have been revolutbtlionary enough t¢ eff

purpvorted to be gttempting. Scottish Home

with the adventage of hindsight, never to

proposition, except s the regult of some

‘ect what it

Rule seems now,

have been a fees

sort of wviolent

revolution as in Irelend, where Nalionalists and Socialists

could ccmbine with an easy conscience ageinst the British

oppressors, political and industrial. Unfortunately for

extreme Scottish Natiomalism, +the English have cnly been

innocently, amisbly, maddeningly, woundingly tactlecgs

-

and insensitive in their de-=lings with Scotlang seldom

- a e

deliber.tely ocpressive.

s



This digiliuvsicnment which FacDiarmid suffered in

political aims for Scotlend wes echoed in his alims for

sui

[
99}

the Scottish language. Apart from any thing else, he had
come to the conclusion, in the early 'thirties, that he
had taken his "eynthetic Scots" language about as far

as he could. To Circumjack Ceancrastus marks the change

from the exclusive use of "synthetic Scotbts™ to a much greater
variety in langusge. This is not to dsy tnat having'created
this linguistic “"golem" he abandoned it. JAnyone who hsas

read Scottbtish mewspapers since 1945 will know that ¥ecDizrmid's
correvsondence adviging young Scottish poets to use the
"Lzllsns®, ag 1t came To be known as, was a legendary
institution. Even- in the 'thirbties he did not abandon rkis
creation. Once ne regsined his méntal, and domestie,

eguilibrivm in the shetlands with his second wife, he

COmif write such exc elTen and éeﬂaelj Scotbs poems &g
W¥ater IlusicH and‘Tar as", as wezll as many poems, like

"Herry Semen', M"Iilk-vworlt and Bog-Cotten", "The Sezmless
Germent", "First Hymn to Lenin" end“why I becane g
Scotsish Fationzliist", in a thinner, bdbut nonetheless

N <t o

effective canon of Scots.
The first sign, however, that IzcDisrmid was not
completely sctisiied with his "synbthetic Scots" for his

own vurposes, was nkls use of




the seme gallimeufry thaet the change was only temporary:

A' this is julebt provisional and'll hae

4 tea-change into something rich and Scots

When T wha needs use Znglign a' the day

Win back to the true luznguage o' my thochts. (CP,LEL)
Tt ie obvious that the change wzs going to require something
stronger than tea to return to "synthetic Scots”.. However
much FecDizrmid »roteets that this chenge is only temporary,
it ig imucoseinhle not to notice
taken place in the woet nimeself, perheps a chinge
occasicned by hie awerenecss of the imposgibility of his

strugeles with the monetrous decdness of the gSco

pubiic and the attzcks of hig enemies in the literary world,

who regardéd him as a dangerous rebel and at best & ridic-
ulously nostelgic Haticonalist of the lunatic fringe. Some-

questicn, ~who, while not agrecing over the rebention of - - - - ——-

Scots s & literary language, was still & keen na

Now emokxe and dearvh d money everywhere,
Grim neirlooms oi eechk fainter generaticn,
ind mumnied housego in their musty niches,
Burns and Scott, sham beards oif &« shawm naticn,
and gpiritual defeat wraovoved warm in riches,
o pride but pride of pelf. 7

Like TIrelend, Scotland sesmg o have the power of both

7”8

cotland, 1941", iodern Scottish Poetry, ed. Maurice
Lindsay (London, 1948), p.49.
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e

bewiteching and disgusting its write:

bt

[

To Circumjack Cencrastus , ike Pirgst Fymn to Lenin

¥

and Other Poems (1931) and Scots Unbound znd Cther TPoems

(1932), is a product of the frenetic nolitical and Jjourn-

Ea

2listic activity of FacDiarmid's London days. The tone is

often strained and the language wordy and inefficient. Perhaps

the very title, Scots Unbound, gives us some clue to the

3

han

o

ge in FacDiarmid's mind. He regrets, in "Iolgir', +that

e

the poems he has written have not sparked off any great poetic

v}
movement or even regard:
As an eagle stirs up her nest,
Fiutters over her ycung,
Urges them into the void, swoops underneath
snd regsts a struggler on her back for a space

Would the songs I sung
Kight be to wmy race. (Cp, 204)

He sees himself as prophet, leader of his chosen people,
whether they want 1t or not, Dbut in the next verse he
—pleads for support from the mother eagle, Scotland or
~1ba, as though he had not encugh strength in poetic
language or sympathy with the cause, to carry on:

£1ba, nmother eagle, supnort ne.

He who sings

Struggzles and cannot yet float upwards
From the high valleys ameng the Cairngorms like thes

hatanen)
Of your true brood; on the wings
ihose moverent is repose. (CP,204)

In view of the title of the collection and this cry for help
we Inegy conjecture whether it wag the language, "Scotgh

wricn required to be freed from its im
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it was the wveopie, the Scots, who reguired to be unbound
from their provincialism.

Even in To Circumjack Cencrastus, there had appeared

the poem -— one of the most successful of the gellimasufry —-
“Tourd on my Hert", which has shown (using but one word

"lourdt which might give trouble to the Znglish critic not

-

conversant with Frenchk) how ¥acDiarmid's attitude to
Scotland was changing from optimistic belief in nsational

and naticnalistic resurgence in Scotland to & wry melancholy
in which the state of the naticon is compared to

.. . the weary days
When it is gcarce grey licht at noon. (CP,165)

The reason for the greyness is primarily, as he diagnoses,

«.sa' The gtupid folk

Diffusin' their dullness roon snd roon
Like soot

That keeps the sunlicht oot. (CP,165)

Scotlend hae, in fact, let herself down snd has let the

poet down es well. Perhaps the gtupidity of the folk is
the result of English machinations but no mention is made

of these in this pcem. With ironic laughter he rsmasrks

in one of those typically sardonic FacDiarmid parting shots:

I'm fain to cry: “The dawn, the dawn!
I see it brakin' in the East®. = [
But ah SN
~=It's juist mair sanaw! (CP,165) e

ﬁév
&
3
o
o
.

While we may claim that ecbDiarmid is adopting the versons

of the disiliusioned nationslist for vpoetic effect in this
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poem, the note of disillusionment is too strong and

wryly stoical to be the work of a poetic dramatist

4

putting on & mask.

(1

Combined with this note there is a frequent
guestioning of his own ability as & poet. He wonders
whether he has not failed to crystallige experience in his

poetry, whether he hag not miesed the whole pcint of that

Kay, the last issue I have all but joined

But ry muse etill lacks -- and s0 has missed all —-
The right temper, like ycurs, which goes to the point
O0f the terrible; the terrible crystel.

Some day I cry -- and may cry my life through —-

Serene and modest in seli-confidence like you

I will capture the world-free illusicn two

Of naught, and they one, like me and the sun's rays.
(6P, 208)

oa

KachDiarmid, as he so often does, 1is thinking out his

-

attitude to, nd relationship with, ©poetry in the poem
iteelf but he is aware that the final breskbtnrough inbto-- —
the-poetry he wants 1is all butb impossible to eifect:
Pound I shall know it like e turned lock's click
But I fumble and juggle aazin and again

You.o every lewst move doeg the trick
But I watch your quick tumblers in vain. (CP,208)

But later, in Stony Linits and Other Poems(1934), we find

VacDisrmid revezling his optimistic belief, 1in s»ite of

|._.

all evidence to the ccontrary, that his action in championing

Scotland and the Scotitish langu=ge, has not been the worse



for being a failure:

And sae my failure sudcenly reveals itsel!
o

A peirt -~ a strengthenin' -- o' your reserved intent;
Hard the task, grester the triumph; I'm rood to be
Pailin' the latter wi' the former blent. (CP,232)

In 1932 however it must have appesred to the
) $
poet that 211 he had worked for wes fruitless and likely

to remain s0; Scotiish Netionalism was becoming moderate

his work in London was turning out to be no better than his

work in FMontrose, his marital life was extremely difficult
and he also felt that his sdvoceacy of “synthetic ZIcots" was

gt a dead end. Added to these worries, as though they were

P

not enough, was & {ordsworthian feeling thet the “shades

of the prison-house" were beginning to close in upon him

-

and that he was perhaps past his creative best at the age

°? ?

y
24

of forty withcut anything zccompelish

L
n

no

1

.80 1life leaves us. Already gleam
In the eyes of the ycung the flicker, the change,

The free QnthQSL&SB uldh carries the stream
Sudéenly out of my range. (CpP,209)

For a man of Wechiarmid's incredible vitality
gucn disappointments and depressions did nect lzst. Reing

an optimigt if nothing else, his energy soon found an

(‘3

outlet in Communism and his love of Scetland in its
forgotten Gaelic background. This bvackground he canme to
regard as being Ter more likely to provide the tinder for

the blaze he still hoped to produce in Scotland, both
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nolitically and spiritually, than the dour Lowland tradition.
Not only had he been influenced by the zctivities of the
Trish litersry movement but he hed also been recognized

by it and invited to Dublin as & guest of the Jrish nation

in 1928 and there he had ne many of the leading literary
figures of that nation. 4t the szme time, Ffrom his rezdings

in Scotiish history, he had conme to regard tre pre-ideformeticn

m

Cathcliic Scotland as the time when, not only was the .
v e
oo
country independent, but it also supported a thriving '

< /’\'1,\‘ /
artistic community. | Enox and his Preshyterienism hod been i

the death of Scottish culuurL; and , indeed, when we

1

congider trne effect thet the imposition of an English

. . o . {
ag opnoged to Scotiish Bible is bound to have on & nation /.

{
H

!
LAt e [ .

the death of the Scottish language.

o
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parts of Scotlend, slthough without much lounddt*on upon

As early as 1922 ¥acDiarmid hzd quoted Gregory

Smith's Scottish Literature in his zrticle for the Scottish

Chapbeok, entitled "4 Theory of Scots Letters", but

perhavs missed the point Smith was makin

did Smith himself.
Perhaps the very combinztion of opuosites —-
what Plth er of the two Sir Thomases, of Norwich
end Cromarty, might be willing vo0 call “the
Caledonian sntisyzgy" -- we have = reflecticn of



iy his poliitical and ecclesizstical history, in

the CCﬂufaSbS which the Scot shows at every turn,
i i
his QOIQHJCd] restlessness, in his ug ntoowllt ces 8

Meither Smith not the poet secemed particularly awzre at bthe
time thst one scale of the anﬁithesis could bhe the Geelic
one and the other the Lowland Scot. It is debetuble
whether the zzg%ﬁre Gaelic er the zegs, but MacDiarmid
rezlized by the late 'twenties that the Gaelic side of
the Scotsman weg the side most interesting to him as a
poet.

The effect of discovering that the Gaihbealtach
covered most of Scotlznd, if not in languasge then in

apirit woe to revivify FacOlarmid's Scottigh Hetionalism.
£ ’

The only trouble wzg that Gaslic, as a spoken language,

wag not available even to HacDiarmid himsell, let alone
the bulk of the population from whose ranks it is to be s

suonvposed that the gresat Gaclic poets of the 20th century
iy <O £z o

were to rise. sdmittedly with the help of Sorley Faclean,

YecDiarmid had translated "Birlinn Chlann-Reghnaill"' by
Alexander MacDonsgld, ond “"The Praise Ben Dorein by

Duncan Ban facIntyre, for the Golden Treasury of Scotiish

Poetry (1940) which he edited. Bubt still there was always

the obvicus feeling of disapncintment that he cculd not

‘ccottish Li tergture, ».4.
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become fully conversant with this eminently poeticsl
langvage which had so many of the qualities he had hoped
to inject into his "synthetic Scots': qualities of exact

discrimination of colour, ecound and other natursl phenomens.

In "Worth of the Tweed" from To Circumjack (Cencrastus

ViacDiarmid wonders at the fact that such a beautiful
country chould yet not produce a poet, and in the end of
that poem gets rid of the bairn begot by him on the Scottish
tuse and plays a pibroch of farewell on the Gaelic pipes
ngtead in symbolic fashions
Here tak' your bairn; I've cairried it lang eneuch,
Langer then maist men wad, as weel you ken.
oo I1'll pipe ingbeed ~~ what tune'll you hae?
On Rudha nam Iarbh. (CP, 201)
It is even more symbolic that the tunp should be "The Point

of the Dead", signifying that the Scotland he had courted,

is now dezd and to be lamented. Later in his career. he came

— - to regard Gaelic as the Ur-~language of Scotland and the other

Celtic parts of Britain, 1like Ireland, Wales and Cornwall,

but in To Circumjack Cencrzstus, he wishes thet his "yokel

B

words/ Some Gaelic strain hzd kept"(CP,177); he boasts
"sall Jewry breed a Christ/ Gaeldom canna equal"(CP,197);
he wants "Scots steel tempered/ Wwi' Irish fire"(CP, 191).
ot only was he filled with enthusiam for the spirit of the

Gael and the exactitude of the Gzelic languege, he also

gaw how he fitted into a Celtic context as the politicall

PRI

nowerful berd:

vhile T want all this highly complicated poetry
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and regard myself in this way as in others (although
not in language) as a purely Celtic poet, carrying
on (newly applied in vastly changed circ mstences)
une ancient bardic powers of savage satire and

invective gs well &g the bardic concern for the

Celtic countries —--~ pHcotland, Ireland, Weales
and Cornwall -~ and for Celtic history snd the
continuity of Celtic civilization. 9

The first statement in parenthesis gives the game gway,

of ccurse,

in view of the oft-reiterzsted statement by

Fachiarmid: “No language, no nation'. The second "o na
2
parenthetical gtatement shows us just what FacDiarmid meant

=znd the "

changed circumstances™ are from those of tribeal

primitive 1life to those of the 20th century, industrialigzed

Scotland,
the poet
civilizat
attempt t

in Gaelic

still primitive in ali the ways that matter to

Y

although not tribal. 1In other words Celtic

: 0

ion is to/&'dynamic myth' “rather then an

3 write street nazmes and political manifestoes i

.  The Gaelic language itself, apart from providing

a yardstick for exzctitude, unfortunately providea
- ™ 2

1d 21l too often with a number of tags and phrases

which most readers, Scots being among them, saw only

2

ag unpronounceabl: and incomprehensible chunks of alien

language.

w

employed

b

But it wae not long before the Geelic idec was

in the much greater id-a of Leninist Comrmunisn

9

IiePc,pol66w

O s a e
Quoted by Buthla

W
g
jo)

:

(@)
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not as zn opovosition force but as the "complement and

correcltive to the Russian, maXking an eficcti

o 1 . e .
lzteral of forceg! . what NVacDisrmid needed wasg a more

fective redium and so ne creat

h

e

gr

time “synthetie Englisn',

ted enother “"Golem', this

I:8.s p.49.



‘gonally hoave always been rather
vaffled by pneople mho gee a complete breek
between VacDiarmid's early and later work. Grant
nisg 1em1uVo, snd nis development throcughouv is
1og10¢1, direct and inevitable, and indeed he is
the one person who hzas tricd, and who continues
to try, to fuliil the or'ginal aims ol the

/- bCOtblihM] Rensigssance 1

In fact, 1 pe:

ﬁ

W,o4,8,.Xeir is right when he decleres thaet liachDisrmid's
poetic develooment is "logical, direct and inevitable",
but it ig still of vi.luwe to ascertain what this development

was and whet prompted it, to what extent the chaenge in his

political thinking affected and influenced his dropping
tgynthetic Scots® in favour of English. ¥e may sgree that

the change wze inevitoble bul we must measure, iT possible

the type :nd extent of it. As the poet himsell points out

Z5 8y

in In Meporism James Joyce (1955), he has qecosserIJ had

to extvend the fr

frontiers of human congciocusness snd 1o
sentimentality ccn be allowed to stand in the way (after

pey

all, +the language element in not the most importent thin-

Poetry ig human exietence came to life,
The glorious energy thst once employed
Turns all else in creaticn null and veid,




The flower,
Which won
nven as & ne
Kicks away the ladder

and 1ru1t
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Nextremely ooor
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to be follcwe next

(T)

ye

who rises

admitted later
approximations
icult to imagine thet
Scots coﬁsidering
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Nonetheless,

is important to realigze that

Stony Limits

some very fine Scote poems am

ome excepbtionally succegsiul

"Water Yusic" and “"Tarresh.

as soon as KascDiarmid clezred

domestically, so to spe

ak,

N

undivided attenticn to poetry

he could once

ong the "Shetland Lyrics" and

dense Scots poems such as

As T heve suggested vefore,

his feet politically and

in give his

o
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and the prooLemc of language
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also contains
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3ritain, (Februsry 2,

1934

-
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In “Lament for the Great Ilfusic", from Stony Limits,

MacDiarmid gives a further reason for his exile and the
necegsity for it, although with a touch of sadnesss

T have had to get:rid of all my friends.

ALl those to whom I had to accommodate myself.

- If one's cepital consists in a calling

And a mission in life one cannot sfiord to keep friends.

T could not stand undivided and true among them.

Only in the solitude of my thought can I be myselfl

Or remember you clearly. (CP, 261)

Perhaps the poet 1s over-dremetizing here the'ruﬁhlessness
of his severance of relatiomg with his friends and yet he
could not have exiled himself ©t0o a more remote and

alien part of the Pritish Isles than Whalsay, in the
Shetland Islands. Regardless of this he was nonetheless
following a distinct 20th century pattern in writing

in exile -- like D.H.Léwrence9 Lzrs Pound, T.S.Rliot,
Lewis Grassic Gibbon, and above all James Joyce himslef.

Part of the reason, however,

R ~of the for nis failure

to write satisfaotory voetry in the early 'thirties, lay,

I feel, in his espousement of the Social Credit, or Dougl-
asite theory of economics. This théory must have had a
strong apwveal to the poet, who had not only experienced
poor liwing conditions for yesrs, but who had also, as

a journalist, seen the efiects of capitelism on humenity,

He w-s not prepared like the Pabisns and the Parliasmentary

Labour Party, to wait until the capitalist system destroyed
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itsclf. We wanted the change to take place there and then
and it seemed the casiest thing in the world to eifect.
Wot 211l his interest lay, however, with the econonic
theory itself; the individuelistic note to the writings
of Isjor Dougles certainly apvealed to the poet in him.
Tike so many thinkers in the 'thirties, IacDlarmid was

1

gvercome wano

) N}

convinced that scilence and technology had
forever, and that it was only cruelty and avarice on the
part of bankers and financiers that kept the people in
slaverys

For the problem of Quantity is solved
There is ebundince for all. 3

racDiarmid also shered the opinicn of many others thsw
¥ J

¢

Lt

ab

st part of fthe unemjployemnt of the'thirtiecs wis

3]

“the inevitable and highly desirable rvesult oI

lebhour—-saving and »roduction—-incressing devices”4.

impressed lMachiermid, who had slways nated mumbe-junbo
and "the i1llusion of knowledge". Thig perhaps drew the

poet into the centre of the controversy over econocmic
poilicies and 1t is small wonder tha

Adg he himeelf realized 1n = nmowment of inesight into hig

o

oL

I S - . - s
thongs of vae New Xconomicg", ¥ew ~tlsntis,
(CGetover, 1933), ».31.

AP

the Unemployed Could Bbo", Hew Irivain,

: 6
(Hovember,1933), ».12.
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own prediczment:

I am a poet; our fools ask me for legic not life. (CP,]

)

in &1l lacbhisrmid was nol reclly interecsted in, or
conversent with, eccnemics as & discipline; 1in  a way
regerded it as a pscudo-science. That did not prevent
hig mskxing some shrewd criticisms of pre-Keynsian economics
in hig prose woerks, although hie poetry seemed te suffer
from his over—-enthusiastic slogan-~shouting.
Thepoiicy of orthcodox finance is .uritanical. It
ig Tounded on distrust of men and the assumption
of scercity. It has been crystallized int }
gevere WﬂJUhcthﬂ‘ Jork l'ore -- Consume Lesgs,
Work =nd Save. 5
It is tesgtimony to ilachiarmid's essential humenity that
his Social Creditism did not teke the form, as with Pound,

o
N

of anti~Semitism. He retained his belief in Douglesite

8]
=

econciiic theory even when he joined the Communigt Party,

and, indeed, 1is lell rcouuef{uo have a bbﬂk rTing IO“
the theory. ﬂ; S o EET

Beconomics, for FacDiarmid, however, was not a

fruitful field to till as too much depended on generzlizetions

end too little on exactitude and discriminstion. In &y
cage, Dprovlems concerning distributbtion and the like were

4

merely adminigtretive details and should be treated that

o

5)



way:

Oh it's nonsense, nonsense, nonsense,
Honsence at this time o' the day
That breid-snd-butter problems

S'ué be in ony man's way.

Sport, love, &nd pareltage,

Trade, politics, and law

S*'ud be nae mair to us than braith
Ve hardly ken we draw

Freein' oor poo'ers for greater things...(CP,pp. 300-1)
Part of the rezson Tfor his being drewn into Socisl Credit®
circles in the first place was that he hed been involved

in the New Britain movement which not only supported Douglasite

. . . .6
economic theory but also supported regzgional devoluticn .

b

1is discovery of the Geselic basis of Scottish charscter,
his enthusiasm for Communigm, and his more scttled, “though

gtill hard, life in Shetland, all contributed far more

[-xad

o the amazing revitalization of hig poetry, however,

than economic theories.

- In 1934, in collagboretion with his friend; Tewis—— ——

-

MacDiarmid produced the collection c¢f

e
e

1le

)

essgyse and poems C

o

the Scottish Scene or The Intelligent

¥an's Guide to ilbyn, and among the diatribes and political

journalism, there appeszr a nuaber of experiments both in
Scote and in English. Although some of the experimental

Scots droma is interesting in en acadenic way, though

<Ll

6, . . . . .
Private Interview with Editor of the official orgsr
of the movement, ialson Thomson.
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fortunately not followed up, ‘the most interesting fragment

is called "In the Caledonian Forest!':

The geoselenic gimbal thet moving nmekes

A gerbe now of this tree now of that

Or glomerates the whole earth in a galanty-show
galﬂot the Tull moon caught

Duuocnly threw g fuscous halation round a druxy dryad

Lying amcng the fumet in this dwale wocd

As brocding on Scotland's indecrassifieble race

T wandrred agsin in nemicranic mood.

She did not change her epirnizous posture

But looked at me steadily with Hammochrysos eyes

While I wondered what dulia might be her due

ind from what her curious enanthesig might arise,

ind then T knew ageinst that frampold hackground

Thies streaked and forlorn cresture was indeed

With her great shadowed gastrocnemius and degipient face
The symbol of the flawed genius of our exeredated breed. 7

This is dictionary-dred ﬂ with a vengeince and yet the

o ——

mportant point is that Jamieson's Etymological Dictionary

of the Scolttish Language has

of technicazl dictionaries,

medical,

given place to a collection

geological,

zoological,

in a &gpirit of fun (it is

While it may be suggested that the poem was written

— n 17.1.

dedicated

@)
=
=
ot
C 1)
\_/

there seems to me no doubt that it is obviocusly

=
ctk
]
[oT]
0}
[oX]

as a sericus experiment. That is, wo come to

this conclusion after consulting our varicus dicticnaries,

and Tinding out that once asgein Machiarmid is evoking the

Scottish ¥use. Xven if we do not know that "druxy" means

"riddled with rot" and that the "dryad" so afflicted is
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lying on some excrement of deer and that her face is both
Swollen and stupid, we can understand that she is the
"gymbol of the flawed genius of our exéeredated breed". Thié
is not to suggest thet the poem is goed or even satisfactory,

but it is, 1like Wordsworth's early experiments with "the

languzge veally spoken by men", an attempt to test to

]

destruction a particular thecry. Aft-r the test had been
completed ¥acDiarmid retiined only the centre section of

the poem and used it in In lfemoriam James Joyce:

They are endlesg these varigtions of form

Though it is verhaps impossible to -see them all.

1t is certainly imposgible to conceive cne that
doesn't exiet.

But I still keep trying to do both of these

And though it is a long time now since I saw s new one

I am by no neans weary yet of my concentration

On phyllotaxis here in preference to all else,

A1l elge —— but my sense of sny.

The gold edging of a bough at sunset, its fantile way
Forming the double curve, tegula and icbrex in one,
Seems at times a movement on which I might be borne

-

_Beppy to infinity; but again I am glad

When it suddenly ceases and I find myself

Pursuing no longer a rhythm of duramen

“ut bouncing on the diploe in & clearing hetween
carth and air

Or headlong in dewy dallops or a moon-svairged
Tfernshaw

Cr caught in a darx dumosity or even

In open country watching an aching spargosis of stars.

( CP,402)

The poet in this fragment seems to have come to some cort

of agreement with the dicticnary-dredging part of his mind
0

nhe reador is less viclently asssulted by uvnusuzl



and obscure words alliteratively pounding his brain. But

the reader may still sgree with %William Soutsr when he writes

in his diary: ;
... why must Grieve so often use his verse as a V/
shopwindow Tor displaying curicsities of erucdition. &
N o - i 9
It is interesting to note, as Profeseor Buthlay points out,
) Ny S iy | d.

thet LocDisrmid includes & couple of Scovs wordes in tvre
rixbure, which suggests thut the poet is not so much
regrescing to Tnglich after the failure of his Scots as
advancing into stranger and more demanding linguistic fields.

The resder may be forgivean Tor asking “What Zngligh?®
—— =nd yebt FecDisrmid has always made no bones gbout being

] e a as s 210 e 41 P

Wan unrepentznt and militent highbrow . If the readerx

£

is not prepared to make an effort then it is the reader's

fault, mnot the poet's. What the poet ig doing, in

=
0

ct,

is creating his own Bnglish —-- "gynthetic English" -- whick

men', Dbut from the Inglish used by scientists, adninistrators,

1, [ - N ]'1 T . * 0 A )
end scholars, as Burns Singer suggests . IlacDiermid stated

in sn essay, "The Froblemg of Poetry Today", Jjust what he

Disries of a Dying len, p.1l74.

“tScarlet Zminence', Imcounter(llzrch,1957), ».53.

must drew ite strengtn, 1not from Yhe resl lTengusge of
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thought had to be done to rejuvenate Englishs

it is time to have the full courage of our intell-
ectual interests and to deplore that slovenliness
and laziness and lack of concern which condenmns
gll but a moeity of our language to the limbo of
incomprehensibility for a1l but z moiety of our
people. 4 concerted effort to extend the general

vocabulary and make it more adeguate to- the enormous

renge and multitudinous intensive specializations
of contamporary knowledge is long overdue; &nd
the prehlem of peetry and power which sheould be
the prime concern of every poet (and the stzture
of a poet cznnot be better tested than just by his
concern with this) +to a very large extent centres
round this question of whether poetry is to be
contined to obeclegcent meaterial and relatively
unimportant side-issues -~ thus playing into the
the hande of those who regard it as an infaantilist
or as & nere "polite accomplichment™ or "luxury
art" -— or join igesue at every point with modern
intellecticn. 12 )

For Macbiarmid the choice was obvious -~- to join
issue with modern intellection and his exile in the

Shetland Islends 2llowd him to increase his knowledge, not

onty of languages, but of all sorts of sciences. Profegsor

o

e capacious memory the poet could not have Tfilled
the positicn of the treditional Celtic bard. As he states

in Tucky Poet:

I am a modern Druid, asnd my conception of poetry
is one that allows at once for the functions of
education, historicsl guardianship, discussion of
all manner of people at all levels, reporiage of
all sorvs, exercises in the art of conversation,

-

123.S.T.,p.92.
lBButhlay, Ps3e

-~

Buthlay may regret that MacDiarmid remembéi@'ééhmﬁéﬁ%agBﬁf}*U77
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sheer enterteinment, the fitting commemoration of
great occzsions, due summoning to high tasks, and
in short, all the forms ol aopeal and commentary
compatible with intercourse with people who are,
in Apsa's sense, “"fully developed personalities
possessing high-grade critical intelligences™. 14

The hold Communism had over IMacDiarmid was, in fact, an
intellectual one asg he admits himself by his praise of
Lenin as a rubhless intellect, able to see where the
greatest good of humanity lies although humanity itself
!
may not see it:
Here lies your secret, 0 Lenin, -- yours end oors,
No' in the majority will that accepts the result
But in the reul will that bides its time and kens
The benmaist recolve is the poo'er in which we exult
Since nsebody's willingly devnrived o' the good;
‘ (cp,287)
This admiration of cold intellect, if we can call 1t cold
when the stakes are so high, allows MacDiarmid to acceut =
the Cheka's horrors as "necessary and insigniiicant®; §}£5
F¥hat maitters't wha we kill

“To lescen that foulest murder that deprives ————
Haist men o' real lives? (Cp,286)

This sticks in the throats of meny critics,
especially Americans, who fail to see the consistency of
Fachiarmid's stand as a Communist who is also an individualist.

Charles Glicksberg exclaims over the fact that "lWacDiarmid

an intransigent individualist, feails to perceive that

14;.P.,pp.141—2.



Comrunism endangers ©

individual®

time, 1din b

only hope of suffering humanity.

one of I"acDiarmid's close poetic friends, 7

he freedom and integrity of the

91

1 . a e ,
5, and yet himself fails to see that at that
he t'thirties even Russgisn Communism seened the

the first ye

o 2

grs of the Revolution -- the period that

oints out,

As Sidney Gocodsir Smith,

initielly inspired such idealists as ¥acDiarmid -- produced

. . . . 16
in Ruseia a great rensissance of poetry, music and film" ™ .
acDiarmid's Communism was inspired by a vision similar to

that which inspired Woodrow Wilson's democracy; both had

o}
o
[$5)

>n bthe clouds part for an instant and had glimosed

respective promigce andeg. Wnst weet critics fail b

and just because men, using the name of communisnm,

out to be

oppressive does not necegsarily mean that

the theory

turn

thsol1 iS fa aluj. he writes later in The Battle Continues

(1957) that

he believes thoroughly in "the pnilosophy

7 of

ozvortunity, and knows of nothing/ That is more radical':

Denmocracy mast always be on the attaclk,

Always on the side of social change *

Againsl the forceg of'law and order'.

The Socretic search for truth is the principle

“Whish seeke to undermine the dogmatism of inettia.

To breck cown the rational defences of prejudice

And so allow human perscnslity to grow

15 .

16

Festscnra

n FU on

=1y

v, P75,

Jnc31°rm1d The Ferxist liessiah", Preirie
Schoeoner,X¥VI (1952), ».330.



And to adapt itsell to new conditicns. 17

! 4.

Democracy, Compunism, what you will, has no value for

HacDiarmid if it is not continually moving and attacking,
end it is illuminating to see how "huwnanism" is made the

But Ifsc

=zt for many of the faults of politi el agystems:

Wipe out the false word "“humenism"; our art is notb

to be

Fisericordious, toothless, pacifistic, but the art

of full-blooded mer,

mgeh in command of a full arsensgl of feeling, including

the feeling of social hatred.
Yo inertia, cowardice, quietism, weariness, apathy then. 108

Diarmid realiges that even if Communism did briumph

hig duty would be to criticize it lest it become sentimental

or tradi

-

tion-bound end so he does not envision himself as

some sort of communist Poet Laureste:

I am like Zemyatin. 1 must be & Juthe 7ik
Before the {ovo1utlo:, but I'1ll cease to be one quick
When Communism comeg to rule the roost. 19

Fachiarmid is the Communist idewlist who sees Coxmunisn

as only a step on the road to Anarchism, where everyone

will be free to concentrate on what is important to the poet:

the extension of human consciousness.

5

As IacDiarmid sees it, 1t is only the poet who can

do this at vresent, and because he views himself asg the

omniscient Druidic bard, he frels that his poetry must be

l7T.B.CO’ DF86'
18,

oy

(U9

Tovid., p.3

nguoted by Buthlay, p.5.
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all-embracing and educative:
I seek a ground...,
The point where science and art can meed,
For there are two kinds of knowledge,
{nowing sbout things and knowing things,
Scientific data and aesthetbic realization,
And I seek their perfect fusion in my work. 20

" The language he chose for this poetry was English, but,
in the same way as we call the langusge of James Joyce's

Ulysses and Finnegen's ‘ake "English" for went of a better

o et

term, we must reclize that Bnglish is merely the basis of

Q

-

what MacDiarmid hoped would be a world language for the

v

telt-literaturt of world comrzunism, not of course, a

universal language like =speranto and Bagic English

1 -

-

which are cutbt-down, simpiified languages but a language
which will have the necessary discriminetion and exactitude
and ability to desl with both matters of the spirit and
scientific facts. English, as he had said vefore, was
5 dead language, a language which had been worked to death
and could no longer be used for poetic purposes without
a cutting off of all linguigtic sentimentality and laziness
and an injection of new blood. HMacDiarmid wes not the only
poet of the 20th century who had imagined Bnglish to be worn

out. One of the earliest who had expreccssed this sentiment

was John Davidson, +the Scottish poet of the late 19th and

201 v .5.0., p.

o
1
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early 20th century, who was such a great influence, both
in attitude to lanzuage and material, on MHacDiarmid at this
4o

stage. In deed, #acliarmid quotes the older poet on

this subject in In Memoriem James Joyce:

Our language is too worn, too much abused,

Jaded and overspurred, w1ad -broken, lane,-

The hackneyed roadster every bagman mounts, 21

To MacDiarmid, the deadness of the English was

only an extension of the living death of the English nation,
which shackled Scotland in "chains of lesd" (CP,364), and
covered her in "the perilous night of BEnglish stupidity"
(CP,349). ‘The “indiscriminate English“ (CP,377) are, to
the poet, the most dangerous enemies of Celtic (i.e. alive,
intelligent, red-blooded) exactitude and intellect and do
not deserve to have their language. Like the Scots they
are loging it, but unlike the Scots, they are allowing
it to-pass away, not as a result of linguistic imperislism
by another langusge, but through sheer laziness and stupidity.
He finds it a lamentable state of affairs that English
should have no words to describe sensations of smell and
tekes the opportunity in both verse (CP,214) and prose22
to drum in the fact that other la nguages, including Scots,

have a sufficient vocebulery. The ideal language, for those

N
=

T1.01.J.3.,p-23.

N

"T"he Sense of Smell', The Zleventh E0U1(“ccem00i 1<,

2,
1634), p.&7
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who had the gift of it, was Gaelic, although as time went @
on HacDizrmid came bto regerd it merely as another quarry
for his “synthetic English".
¥acDiarmid,after the ezrly 'thirties, may seem to
have forgotten his Scotiish Nationalism but this is far
from the truth. As he points out in “Direadh IIIY,
"Jove of country, in me, is love of a new order"(CP,350),
and the new order was communism. In spite of the fact that,
et times, he sank into the state of depression concerning
Scotland, so common in his TLiondon and early Shetland days,

as in “Glasgow" (CP,357), <from Lucky Poet, tThe general

tone of his later voems dis optimistic:

Never gay dies tho' auld Scotland seems bare

Oot wi' your line; there's prodigies there. (CP,231)
But always the concentration ig upon the Celtic side of the

Scottish soul. Gone is the delight in the liskars and in

Scots dislect as a language by which he is emotionally attached — —

to Scotland, =nd instesd i1s the delight in any strange
language which mey have the gualities its more powerful
neighbours may lack, and Scots ig only one of many. 4

ne stated in In Ilemoriem James Joyce, he is,

Concerned one moment with the wh
And equally concerned the ne

The smallest of the Baltic-Pinni
Sroken only by 5000 people. 23

Cqy
feq
h@)
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His interest lay, however, 1in the essence of a language;

the minuve variation by which one langusge

s}

enother and expresses the spirit o that

iiffers from

group which uses

it. By no means was he a dilettante, having his fancy taken

by quaint turns of speech:

s

e e o S0

With every lenguasge, dizlect, uss

fven any sort of gobbledygook,

The mode desviscd,. neglected or rejected
ay become the corner stone of & miracle of expression.

But whatever languesge Wi use

e rust command its Wosen* at its

That element that cannot express

it

Itore than dimly in man's every day

For in the aegthetic experience

a
-

cepest,
self
lite

Instezd of languege meaning the matzrial of experience

—-=—=_,_j’)7 1’_,9

This materisl means language. 24

*gelt or 'Tzimus.

, idezs, emoticns, feelings--

YacDiarmid's love of Scotland had also to be

based, after hig realizaticn of the futility of Scottish

JﬂLLonulﬂsF as envis dged by the officiel

1

more than 1amguage and nlotory, and the

P

1

P

arty, on something

itle of his 193/

cemg, 1s indicatlive

volume of poems Stony Limits and Other
of the factv thst the poet was secking the

bed-rock of Scotland

and fromr that the Scottish character through the study of

—-—

geology. Pr

}"‘ )
r

of the techniczl terms of the science,

4

esgional geologists mey laugh

mo

at the naive usge

st of which can

pe picked up from any introductory text-~book on the subject,
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and yet experiments of this sort are a necessity if poetry
ig, 1in MacDiarmid's words, to be regarded as something
more bthan a “polite accomplishment". The only danger,
however, that faces the poet who experiments in this way
~is that perhaps poetry will become merely an%academic

sccomplishment®. But we can study how MacDiarmid avoids

the danger by taking a sample from "On a Raised Beach":

Disllage of the world's debate, end of the long auxesis,
Althouszh no ebrillade of Pegasus can here avail,
I pr efer your enchorial oﬂaractars - Tthe Tuthore

- of the future --
To the hieroglyphics of all the other formg of
Hature.
Song, you apprentice encrlnlte, seems Lo sweep
The Heavens with a last entrochal movement;
And, with the ssme word that began it, closes
Barth's vast epanadiplosis. (CP,221)

Although we may debate MacDiarmid's premise that all language

-

is the province of the poet, however specialized it may be,

provided we accept the premise, then it is impossible not

"".L

-t

to %Dree uhau the worao are mean1q3ful in thls D%rtloular

context and are also poetically acceptable as far as sound

gualities go. In fact, IFacDiarmid went as far as to say

that far from his using language not suited for poetic

purposes, the truth of the matter was that people di arding

these specialist terms were deliberately blinding themselves:
Stupid people distrust and fail to lern technical

terminologies of all kinds; thus disabling themselves
from thinking about -~ even from seeing -- everything
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thet is not expressible in the poor little stock
vocabulary. 25 .

Ag it is, in the fragment alone, he makes use of words,

not only from geology ("diallage", ‘encrinite", ‘“entrochall),
but from chemistry (“auxesis"), rhetoric (“"epanadiplosis"),
'equestrianism (vebrillade") and hieroglyphics (“enchorial",
tfuthoret). The interest these words hsve for MacDiarmid

is that fhey are exact and unsoiled, having all the qualities

that he could hope for. As he states in Lucky Poet:

I am constantly on the quil vive for every trace of
that peculiar individuelity whkich Duns Scotus called
hzecceitas and the cistintiv formalis a perte rei,
agreeable to his love 01 objecls between which

minute distinctions can be made -— and, further,

the concrete individuality of each object known in

at least a confused way intuitively; everybody having
not merely a material form butbt slso o vital form;

a special element of its being in its activity

and movement. 26

It is then not surprizing that MacDiarmid should interest

__himself in geology as an "exsct" science, but it should

not bve forgotten that part of his interest lay in the fact
that through the study of its rocks and geological formation
he hoped to understand Scotland more clesrly.

It is curious, however, bto find in one man én
almost fanatic devotion to scientific terms and what is
commonly called "modern" knowledge, coupled with an equelly

strong belief in the power of the poet, +the word-maker and

25||m

ne Shetland Islands", New Britain(Cctober 18,13933),
p.700. : T

265, p., p.310.
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berd of Celtic history. ‘When we consider the mabtlter more
decply, we find thet the custom of regerding the poet as
somewhat divorced from the gffeirs of men is of comparatively
recent vintage. When, therefore, NacDigrmid states that
“he is interested in the''resglen Vachtfaktoren " —- the real

2 . . ~
elements of power! 7, he is not expressing the fond hope

that he would become some sort of Hachisvelli if he went

into politics; he is expressing his belief in the power

of poetry and the role of the poet. He does not believe

in the impossiblity of changing the status quo, and certainly
" can find no evidence for the exigtence of the blind uncontr-
ollable political and financial forces so belcved of the
Naturalist School and those in power:

e
%]

The first thing to remember is that none of these
things happen of their own accord, or by the act

of God; they are all caused by other individual
men and women, and all of them -~ all the big over-

~ riding tendencieg in human affairs -- by a mere
handarul of men and women 1n relation to the
population as a whole. 28

One almosgt feels zs if MacDiarmid regards the politicians

and financiers asg false prophets, conirolling

ct
By
®
3
0]
@]
et
D

by language, and forcing them to worship the golden calf

(o1

which hes been folsted on them by the rich, an

poet, 1ii he is a true poet, must not retrezt from the

I
195}
3

L

o
U1
o

5
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public arena

or are sordid,

In Lucky Poet, he

anish Civil & su
The poet who has
vogsed in the form of
not only & traitor t
interests, but is lost
is inevitable.
talent, will never
lasting velue. 2

and

In the same volume, in one of

TacDiarmid further amplifies

.

noew

iy

and his

expert on human,

ot
ks
m
ot

but must bativle

failed
poilitical
to resson 10T T

He locges his

his view of

reason for believing the poed
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politics do not matter

the true orophet against

quotes Thomas llann's comment

poort of his beliefs

in the face of humen problens
probleMﬁ becomes

the sake ol mercenzry
also as & person., His ruin
creative powers, his

again create anything of

the poems included therein,
the role of the

to bhe the real

end therefore political, affairs:

LRSS o) .

"he true use of the imaginative faculty of modern vimes
Is to give ultimate “'“1*Lcucﬁoq
To f@cts, to science,
A peetry, therefore, e
In his News Irom UOWﬂ an
"Haw the Change Ceme' how Icr mnore
____ The poet may see into the nature of » slity
hen can the practical men of his d&y Yoo T
Even when fzced with the great success of his
hero, Tenin, who was FacDiarmid's political saintbt, he still
reckons poetry to be "the greatest poo'er ema ng nmen'",
gs, 1in fact, politics 1s contained within poeiry. He can
thereforeconclude his "Second Hymn to Lenin® with one of
the most optimistic views of poetry ever expressed:

fnd

e

MILLS MEMORIAL LIBRARY.
McMASTER UNIVERSITY:



Unremittin', relentless,

Organiged to the last degr

Ah, Lenin, politics is balrns play
To what this meun be. (CP, 303)

101

Although we may beulk a little at the apparently exbravagent

cleims MacDiarmid mekes for poetry,

philosophy of language, that,

and recognizge,

The mind creates only to destroy;
Amid the desolation language rises,

if we accept his

and towers
Above the ruins; and with language, music; (CP,259)

at le.gt some of the validity of his argument

that the opprecsors of humanity manage to remain in control

through

the clever use of language, <+then we can understand

the connection between hig politics and hig use of language.

£

We can understend fully the resson for hig quest for unususl

words,

words which are not tainted with the “"degmatism

30

of dinertia™ ", nor with the touch of the "bourgeoisie,

and especilally teachers, ministers, lawyer

. . 1 .
amﬁﬂjﬁﬁTﬂgilﬁﬁsﬂz”y’fWhO“COﬁS%i%H%@ the—<class

of a2ll

]

5

the medie of communicaticn.

bankers,

es—in-controkr- — ———

30;—‘ B C.’ D086.

1.p., p.xxiii.
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CONCLUSION

It would be extremely handy were lacDisrmid divisible
into Grieve the bard and MacDizrmid the political animsl.

The truth, aé usual, 1s somewhere in between, and so we
are left, fortunately, with a human being end not a
gchizoid phenomenon morc suited to the analyet's couch than
the literary discertstion.

As I have pointed out, it‘is impoesible to separate
the politico from the bard, as within the terms of reference
MacDiarmid uses to define the poet, political commitment
is one of the main requiréments. What is unusual zbout
MacDiarmid is that throughout his career his politics have
dictated, *1to0 a great extent, ©the language he uses.

In the 'twenties, the decision to use Scots dialect

was a Scottish Nationalist move, at a conscious level,

Wrdlthoﬁgh,dGeper dbwn, fofcés”%eyaﬁﬁﬁfﬂég}éééhigfnibéibai 7
and certainly political ones must have been operating as
well. The meking up of "synthetic Scots" was not merely
an atvtempt to form a language which was exact, discriminating
and suitable for the inhabitants of what Norman lacCaig,
MacDiarmid's closest friend and fishing companion, calls

"the knuckle-end of Europe"; it was an attempt, at some

level, to develop a language likely to provide a national

102
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T

poetic medium. MacDiarmid's work has not been in vain and
"Lallans", as “synthetic Scots" is n&idubbed, . 1s one of
the languages naturally open to the Scottish poet of today.

When we turn to HacDiarmid's creation of "synthetic
English", we find, rather surprisingly, that once again
there is, at the back of the whole edifice, a strong
belief in nationalism, though not in any sort of aggressive
jingoistic way. As he says in one of his countless little
pamphlets; "not only do nationalities exist, as a matter
of perhaps regrettable and actual fact,_ but... it is desir-
able, even on abstract grounds that they should"l.

But his "synthetic English" was not to be a national
language so much as an international language. Admittedly

he had castigated Ramsay lMacDonald in Scottish Scene for

his ill-judged and badly thought-out "“internationalism",

but MacDiarmid had demanded that internationalism should

- be the complement of nationalism not its opposite. The

internationalist must first be a good nationalist, and

~after finding out about his country, 1its history, culture,

geology, biology, he can become an internationalist.
Rootless cosmopolitanism was anathema to him. So it was
that MacDiarmid first made his peace with Scotland before

setting out to create language for Welt-literatur.

1 ~
“UB.W.W.y o 6.
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It is wrong, however, +to imagine that MacDiarmid
changed t& "synthetio Inglish" in an attempt to reach a
wider audience. Of all British writers he has probably sold -
out least to commercial interests and indeed would not sell
out even to Communism. His life has always been hard and

he has lost his perfervidum ingenium Scotorum for no

mstablishment post. Until recently he and his wife have

never had piped water in the house. Yet, apart from his
depressed.years in the early 'thirties, he has never com-
plained about nis financial position and still less sought
regard through martyrdom. It is symptomatic of his relations .
with the literary Establishment that he has never had a
Pritish Council booklet written on his work, surely the

only British poet of his standing to be so treated. In
mooting “"synthetic English", NacDiarmid was not secking

a greater audience so nmuch as a greater range of subject

matter.
To be a great political poet -—-- that is, to
' MacDiarmid, a Communist poet -~ one has to be omniscient.
His poetry had to be prepared to tackle any problem in
any science, just as anj men should attempt to increase
his knowledge and understanding of his environment and therefore

himself. Without this essential spark, <the people are pawns
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to the selfish and the powerful. MacDiarmid is under no
illusions about the working class as a whole, however.
He is not interested in obtaining larger pay packets
and an extra T.V. set. In fact, +there is, 1in his distaste
for ease and excesgive comfort, .an almost Calvinist streak,
which marks him as essentislly Scottish. But this moral
toughness must not be confused with Puritanism: all MacDiarmid
asks is that ease does not degenerste into lethargy, reaction,
and bourgeois conservatism. Poetrj being the work of “word-
magicians" (the concept is Celtic but also universal), any
progress, which depends on convincing the people of where
their true good lies, must depend on the poet. Thus to
benish politics from poetry is as absurd, +to lacDiarmid,
as to banish words from books.

If we wish to comﬁare MacDiarmid with any other

British poet in his attitude to language, we¢ must go back

o Wordsworth and his attempts to revivify English by

jettisoning decadent Augustan poetic diction. All he succeeded
in doing was to substitute one poetic diction for another.
FacDiarmid believes that no language -- neither "the language
reclly used by men" nor the language used by auny particular
station or rank of men -- should be the proper meterial

of the poet and especially the Communist poet.

Indeed, his life's battle h:is been for freedom for
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the individual, <frecedom from material want but more thaﬁ
that, freedom for the spirit. The.first battle he fought
wes agoinst the Inglish and Anglo -Scottish tyranny but

this logically end inevitably widened into a generzl conflict
with the bhourgeoisie, the controllers of languege =nd thus
wielders of politicel power. Thus it woo that the first
stage in his campaign was a sort of guerrilla war in

"synthetic Scots", which,to use Pentagonese, he "escealated"

1

to & world revolution in "synthetic Lnglish“. Perhaps the

first Scotvish mskar, John Barbour, may have the last
word on MacDiarmid's aim, the aim of the latest makar:

Al PFredome 1s a noble thing!
Fredome maiss man to have liking:
Fredome all solace to man givis:
He livis at easc that freely livis!
A noble heert may have nane ezse,
Ne, ellis nocht that may him please,
If fredome failye; for free liking
Is yearnit owre all other thing.
Ite he, that ay has livit free,
e~ _May nocht knsw weill the propertie,
The anger, na the wrechit doom,
That is couplit to foul thralldom.
Bot gif he hud assayit it;
Than all perquer he suld it wit;
And suld think fredome mair to prigze
Than all the gold in warld that is.
—-—The Brus i. 225-240.
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